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This  we  must  know:  some 
things  we  shall  change,  if 
we  are  to  grow ; 

This  is  for  sure:  some 
things  we  shall  keep  — 
forever  new ! 

" Behold  I  make  all  things 
new.”  —  Revelation  21:5 


o 
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Siram  is  first  big  1975  event 


;ar  1975  will  get  a  “launch”  in  the 
w  -irection  with  the  ASHRAM 
scheduled  for  January  9-11  in  Ruston,  at 
the  Holiday  Inn.  The  event  is  sponsored 
by  the  Board  of  Discipleship  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

The  daily  schedule  begins  at  7  A.M., 
with  a  period  of  silence  and  devotion. 
Following  breakfast,  a  Bible  Hour  will  be 
held  each  day.  Next  on  the  schedule  is 
“The  Church  in  Action,”  with  a  Work 
Hour,  Evangelistic  Hour,  and  Family 
Meetings  all  a  part  of  the  program. 
Prayer  groups  will  be  held;  and  the 
evening  program  includes  a  Lay  Witness 
Hour  and  Evangelistic  Hour.  There  will 
be  ample  time  for  fellowship. 

Special  children’s  activities  will  be  at 
Trinity  Church,  only  about  three  minutes 
away  from  the  motel.  Supervised  child 
care  will  be  provided  all  day  and  in  the 
early  evening. 

Among  those  leading  the  Ashram  are: 
Mary  Webster,  Kewanee,  Ill.,  who  has 
recently  returned  from  India  where  the 
bicentennial  of  the  Ashram  Movement 
was  held.  Also,  Dr.  Andrew  F.  Gallman, 
United  Methodist  minister  and  an  ap¬ 
proved  Evangelist  of  the  Mississippi 
Annual  Conference,  will  be  on  hand. 
Lynn  Lake,  a  member  of  the  Ashram  12 
Board  of  the  Texas  Christian  Ashram,  is 
another  leader. 

The  Bible  teacher  for  the  event  is  Peter 
E.  Gillquist,  Grand  Junction,  Tenn.,  a 
well-known  leader  in  the  Ashram 
Movement. 


Pete  Gillquist,  Bible  Teacher  for 
Ashram. 

Director  for  the  meeting  is  the  Rev. 
Jimmie  E.  Pyles,  Jonesville.  Jack  Dew, 
of  West  Monroe  is  association  director; 
the  Rev.  George  Harkins,  Springhill,  is 
registrar;  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Perry, 
Alexandria,  is  association  registrar;  F. 
A.  Babb,  Lake  Providence,  is  treasurer; 
and  Mrs.  Marion  Harzog,  Lake 
Providence,  is  secretary. 

All  Ashrams  are  interdenominational 
and  interracial.  The  Ashram  goal  is  that 
all  who  attend  will  go  forth  proclaiming 
with  their  lips  and  with  their  lives  that 
JESUS  IS  LORD! 


Conference  youth  are 
working,  serving,  achieving 


Kip  Knight,  freshman  student  at  LSU 
in  Baton  Rouge,  has  been  selected  by  the 
National  Board  of  Who’s  Who  Among 
American  High  School  Students  as  one  of 
the  ten  outstanding  essay  writers  in  the 
nation.  His  essay  dealt  with  the  issue, 
“Should  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  be  amended  to  specifically 
provide  for  equal  rights  for  men  and 
women?”  Kip  is  a  member  of  the 
Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  is 
active  in  the  student  community  of  the 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry. 

Mike  Sears,  Jonesboro,  has  been 
recommended  for  a  license  to  preach. 
Mike  is  a  student  in  Religion  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College. 

David  Stolze,  Jennings,  and  a  member 
of  First  Church  there,  has  been  assigned 
to  Mangum  Church  as  youth  director  and 
assistant  to  the  pastor.  “Dave”  is 
enrolled  in  Centenary  College  in  the 
Church  Careers  Work  Scholarship 
Program. 

Bret  Morrison,  a  member  of  St.  John’s 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  spent  three  weeks 
last  summer  in  Manila,  Hong  Kong  and 
Taiwan,  studying  the  customs  of  those 
areas.  While  in  Taipei,  he  visited  with 
Miss  Wanelna  Rose,  former  organist  at 
First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  who  is  now 
head  of  the  Music  Department  of  the 
University  of  Taichung. 

Shreveport  and  Ruston  District  youth 
held  a  retreat  in  early  December  at 
Caney  Lake  Camp. 

James  Stewart,  of  Shreveport,  was  a 
member  of  a  Youth  Study-Travel 
Seminar  which  visited  Africa  last 
summer.  Their  itinerary  took  them  to 
Rome,  Tunis,  Lusaka  and  Kitwe  in 
Zambia,  Salisbury  and  other  places  in 
Rhodesia,  and  Lubumbashi  and  other 
places  in  Zaire.  Groups  wishing  to  hear  of 
the  impressions,  experiences,  cir¬ 
cumstances  relating  to  the  visit,  should 
contact  Mr.  Stewart  at  2914  Poland 
Street,  Shreveport  71103. 

Senior  High  Youth  of  First  Church, 
Denham  Springs,  report  that  they  made 
$50  from  their  “Spook  House"  at 
Halloween  —  and  “they  had  fun  doing 
it!” 

The  Thanksgiving  project  of  the  UMY 
at  Aurora  Church,  New  Orleans,  was  the 
collection  of  canned  goods  and  other  non- 
perishable  foods  for  the  United  Churches 
of  Algiers  Emergency  Fund. 

Youth  of  First  Church,  Covington, 
assembled  food  items  for  both 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  baskets 
which  they  distributed  to  needy  families. 

Youth  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  keep  busy  at  every  season.  The 
Junior  High  youth  collected  $70  for 
UNICEF,  and  later  had  a  scavenger  hunt 
and  collected  178  items  of  food  for  needy 
people.  Senior  High  youth  took  a  group  of 
children  from  the  Louisiana  School  for 
the  Deaf  to  the  zoo  and  to  a  special 
Thanksgiving  observance  at  Camp 
Istrouma.  Both  Junior  and  Senior  High 
youth  provided  manpower  to  arrange 
and  deliver  Thanksgiving  baskets. 

Youth  of  First  Church,  Minden,  cleared 
almost  $600  on  a  spaghetti  supper  as  one 
of  their  many  fund  raising  projects.  Fund 
raising  for  worthy  projects  is  among 
their  varied  and  helpful  activities. 

Senior  youth  of  Barksdale  Church, 


The  UMY  of  First  Church,  Welsh 
collected  candles  from  each  church 
family  to  make  one  big  “Church  Family 
Candle,”  in  order  that  every  family 
might  share  in  the  event. 


Youth  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Monroe, 
presented  their  traditional  Outdoor 
Living  Nativity  Scenes  during  the 
Christmas  season. 

Senior  High  UMY  girls  of  Henning 
Memorial  Church,  sponsored  a  Mother’s 
Day  Out  at  the  church  on  December  14; 
the  Senior  High  UMY  Boys  sponsored  a 
“Leaf rake”  on  the  same  day. 

Many  churches  observed  December 
29th  as  United  Methodist  Student 
Recognition  Day.  During  this  ob¬ 
servance,  a  number  of  youth,  both  high 
school  and  college  ages  took  part  in  the 
services. 


(Editors’  Note:  We  have  tried  to 
present  a  few  of  the  youth  activities  that 
have  come  to  our  attention.  Who  ever 
said  that  our  youth  aren’t  active,  loving, 
giving,  growing  in  Christian  respon¬ 
sibility  and  purpose?!) 

Archives  and  History 
workshop  held  at 
Oklahoma  City 

A  Jurisdictional  workshop  on  archives 
and  history  was  held  recently  in 
Oklahoma  City,  and  Mrs.  William  Nolan, 
Oak  Ridge,  represented  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Fourteen  of  the  17  conferences  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  were 
represented  at  the  workshop,  with  a  total 
attendance  of  about  40. 

Dr.  John  H.  Ness,  executive  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  headquartered  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  told  the 
representatives  that  “annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
should  start  at  once  to  plan  for  ap¬ 
propriate  observances  of  the  1976 
Bicentennial  of  the  nation.” 

Following  the  workshop  the 
Jurisdictional  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  held  a  meeting.  A  report  was 
given  of  progress  in  the  preparation  of  a 
small  volume  presenting  ther  history  in 
the  Jurisdiction  of  United  Methodist 
work  among  Blacks,  Indians,  and 
Spanish  speaking  persons.  Manuscripts 
are  now  being  circulated  for  review  by 
readers. 


Evangelism 
highlights  1975 

Evangelism  is  a  major  emphasis  for 
our  Louisiana  Conference  in  1975,  and 
each  District  is  scheduling  special  events 
to  support  the  effort.  An  evangelistic 
itineration  of  the  Conference  already  has 
been  announced,  and  Bishop  Finis  A 
Crutchfield  will  speak  in  all  of  the 
districts  during  the  year,  as  part  of  the 
evangelism  emphasis. 

The  schedule  is  as  follows: 

Saturday  evening,  January  18, 
Lafayette  District,  at  Morgan  City. 

Sunday  evening,  January  19,  Baton 
Rouge  District,  group  convocation  of  all 
chairpersons  of  Commissions  ,  on 
Evangelism,  etc.,  in  the  district. 

Sunday  evening,  January  26,  Ruston 
District. 

Monday,  January  27,  Monroe  District. 
Sunday  evening,  February  2, 
Shreveport  District,  district-wide  ser¬ 
vice  and  rally,  Shreveport. 

Sunday,  February  23,  Hammond 
District. 

April  23  or  24,  regional  Convocation  on 
Evangelism,  First  Church,  New  Orleans, 
New  Orleans  District.  (This  is  the  event 
planned  by  Charles  Whittle  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship;  com¬ 
bining  the  district-wide  rally  with  the 
regional  rally.) 

November  16,  Alexandria  District, 
November  23,  Lake  Charles  District. 
Watch  this  newspaper  for  other 
features  of  evangelism  emphasis 
throughout  1975. 


“ Hungry ,  and  you 
gave  me  to  eat ” 

Not  all  of  our  concern  about  the  world’s 
hunger  problem  is  "just  talk.” 

One  minister  and  wife  in  this  con¬ 
ference  began  to  fast  one  day  a  week  and 
contribute  the  cost  of  the  food  to  missions 
for  the  hungry.  They  recently  sent  a 
check  for  $41  to  UMCOR  Hunger  Fund. 
Following  their  lead,  a  member  of  their 
church  did  the  same  and  sent  in  $25. 

Could  you  say  this  is  “not  putting  your 
money  where  your  mouth  is?" 

Noel  Church  honors 
Mrs.  Halliburton 

Noel  Church,  Shreveport,  its  members 
and  friends,  honored  Mrs.  Mary  V. 
Halliburton  with  a  reception  on 
December  8,  upon  her  retirement  as 
Nursery  Supervisor.  Mrs.  Halliburton 
has  served  in  this  capacity  for  more  than 
eleven  years. 

In  appreciation  of  her  devotion  and 
love  she  was  presented  with  an  engraved 
silver  dish  and  a  number  of  other  gifts. 


Bossier  City,  are  working  to  make  their 
group  "...  bigger,  better,  and  stronger 
in  Christian  strength  ...”  They  take 
part  in  “witnessing”  skits,  missions 
projects,  and  varied  service  projects  for 
the  church  and  community. 


Youth  of  Christ  Church,  Shreveport, 
have  raised  several  hundred  dollars 
toward  their  bus  fund,  by  holding  din¬ 
ners,  and  other  fund  raising  activities. 

U.M.Y.  of  First  Church,  Jennings, 
manned  a  bucket  brigade  and  collected 
almost  $200  for  the  Muscular  Dystrophy 
Fund. 

First  Church,  Lafayette,  UMYF 
sponsored  a  special  party  for  the  children 
at  the  Johnny  Scott  Center.  It  is,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  youth,  “  ...  an  annual 
event  put  on  by  our  youth  as  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  Christian  love  ...  ” 


Bishop’s  Message 

Several  have  written  to  ask  if  there  is  some  special  missions  concern,  and  the 
only  proper  reply  is  that  the  total  program  of  the  church  forms  a  large  mission 
in  itself.  However,  there  are  particular  items  of  keen  interest  that  may  be 
challenging.  Let  us  mention  one  overseas  project,  one  national  project,  and  a 
local  one. 

Presently  there  is  a  tremendous  interest  in  the  Transamazon  Mission  in 
Brazil.  This  is  the  development  of  gospel  work  in  all  the  vast  Amazon  region 
hitherto  untouched  by  any  aspect  of  civilization.  The  new  road  system  being 
developed  and  the  coming  of  industry  makes  mandatory  a  strong  Christian 
witness.  The  Transamazon  Mission  has  now  been  made  an  Advance  Special, 
and  you  may  send  your  funds  to  Dr.  Cooke  to  receive  full  credit.  This  perhaps 
should  be  selected  as  the  overseas  mission  of  very  great  importance. 

Also,  there  is  a  keen  interest  in  Lydia  Patterson  Institute.  This  very  fine 
school  in  El  Paso  is  international,  interracial,  and  intercultural.  It  represents 
the  gospel  of  Christ  in  a  most  unique  way.  We  cannot  let  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute  suffer  during  these  days  of  inflation.  It  is  doing  a  magnificent  job  with 
limited  resources  and  should  be  named  as  a  national  mission  outside  Louisiana 
that  has  great  significance. 

Within  the  bounds  of  our  own  conference  there  are  a  number  of  projects, 
institutions,  causes,  all  of  which  are  worthy  of  intensive  support.  At  this  par¬ 
ticular  season  I  think  however  of  the  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans.  This  home 
has  more  than  a  century  of  honored  service  to  the  elderly  indigent.  Recently 
there  was  unusual  expense  at  Lafon  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  fire 
marshal,  but  the  home  now  is  in  good  shape  yet  needs  support.  I  am  not  placing 
Lafon  ahead  of  the  other  fine  institutions  that  we  sustain,  but  am  merely  saying 
that  its  needs  and  opportunities  are  rather  crucial,  and  the  financial  strain 
there  has  been  of  some  significance.  This  perhaps  would  be  the  in-state  project 
that  could  be  cited  as  typical  of  many  others. 

All  about  us  are  needs,  and  the  church  has  a  program  of  help  for  many.  If  you 
have  any  funds  left  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  wish  to  employ  them  for  the  larger 
causes  of  Christ,  please  think  of  one  of  the  above  or  all  three.  It  might  be  that 
you  would  want  to  write  for  additional  information  or  that  you  have  an  interest 
in  another  direction.  Regardless,  this  is  a  time  for  sound  stewardship. 

Faithfully 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Mrs.  Halliburton  is  shown  here  with 
Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway,  pastor  at 
Noel. 


Mrs.  Melonea  Conerly  was  hostess  In 
the  parsonage  for  the  annual  Christmas 
tea,  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Women  of  First  Church,  Oakdale.  Mrs. 
Lillian  Fenstermaker  is  president  and 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Nelson  is  vice-president  of 
the  local  organization.  Left  to  right: 
standing  are  Mrs.  Nelson  and  Mrs. 
Conerly.  Mrs.  Fenstermaker  is  seated. 


CIRCULATION 
CAMPAIGN* 
January  19  — 
February  14, 1975 
GOAL.  12,000  Subscriptions 


Cabinet  gleanings  -  1974 


Mrs.  B.  B.  Forman.  Mrs.  Sid  Henderson  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Rush  are  three  of  the  five 
who  were  presented  life  memberships  in  the  United  Methodist  Women  at  Istrouma 
Church  in  November.  Mrs.  Mary  Horne  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Felps  were  unable  to  be 
present  when  the  picture  was  made.  Mrs.  Vera  Petch,  President  of  the  local  unit  of 
UMW,  presented  the  awards. 


At  the  recent  cabinet  meeting  in  New 
Orelans  Bishop  Crutchfield  asked  each 
district  superintendent  to  tell  some 
“good  news”  about  his  district.  Here  are 
some  of  the  items. 

•  Kenneth  G.  McDowell  reported  that 
the  Walmsley  church  in  Morgan  City, 
now  facing  relocation  due  to  the  building 
of  the  new  bridge,  will  purchase  the 
buildings  of  one  of  the  Catholic  churches 
A  purchase  agreement  was  signed 
recently  for  $50,000;  the  new  buildings 
will  include  a  beautiful  sanctuary,  parish 
hall,  and  many  other  facilities.  .  .  .  The 
Trinity  church  at  Baldwin  had  its  official 
opening  for  the  new  church  plant  on 
Sunday,  December  29  at  3:00  P.M.,  with 
Rev.  Louis  Streams,  former  pastor  under 
whose  leadership  the  construction  was 
begun,  as  guest  preacher.  The  new 
structure  houses  a  sanctuary,  fellowship 
hall,  and  complete  education  facilities 

•  Clyde  S.  Clark,  of  the  Alexandria 
district,  reported  a  beautiful  new  par 
sonage  at  Jonesville.  Plans  are  un 
derway  at  Olla  for  a  new  parsonage. 

•  William  P.  Fraser  reported  from  the 
Hammond  district  that  the  Thierkield 
church  in  Bogalusa  has  bought  new 
furniture  for  the  renovated  parsonage 
and  that  all  “askings"  are  paid  in  full.  A 
new  parsonage  has  been  purchased  at 
Laplace.  The  New  River  church  has 
reported  17  additions  during  the  year. 


•  Alfred  Norris  reported  that  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  New  Orleans  district  has 
grown  in  1974,  reflecting  a  gain  of  321 
over  1973.  New  property  has  been  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  St.  James  church  and  also 
by  the  First  Street  church.  St.  James 
church  Marrero  shows  great  vigor,  with 
a  net  gain  in  membership  of  31  during  the 
year. 

•  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge 
district,  announced  the  services  of 
dedication  for  the  buildings  of  the  Jef¬ 
ferson  church,  Baton  Rouge,  on  January 
6,  with  further  word  that  on  the  same  day 
ground  will  be  broken  for  a  new  sanc¬ 
tuary,  which  will  cost,  with  parking 
facilities,  $320,000.  Other  good  news  is 
that  Keisha,  the  baby  daughter  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Freddie  Henderson,  who  has 
been  in  “isolette"  care  for  the  first  three 
months  of  her  life,  is  home  and  doing 
fine. 

•  Edward  R.  Thomas,  of  the  Ruston 
district,  reported  that  the  Jonesboro 
church  will  be  ready  for  dedication  in 
January.  Ruston  will  be  host  to  the 
Ashram  January  9,  10,  and  11.  The  year 
of  evangelism  will  be  started  with  a  rally 
at  which  Bishop  Crutchfield  will  speak  in 
January. 

•  Byrl  J.  Moreland  saw  a  “new  ex¬ 
citement  about  the  church”  in  several 
places  in  the  Lake  Charles  district.  The 
Henning  church  at  Sulphur  over-pledged 


its  budget  and  adopted  a  large  program 
of  missions  support.  Ken  Reed  and  Byrl 
Moreland  will  man  a  “middlebuster” 
and  the  members  will  do  the  “pulling”  at 
Lake  Charles,  University  church,  when 
ground  is  broken  for  a  new  building 
there.  .  .  .  Buildings  at  Maplewood  are 
debt  free  and  have  been  dedicated  and  a 
recreation  building  consecrated. 

•  Reporting  from  the  Monroe  district, 

Clyde  Frazier  said  that  three  churches 
have  paid  off  mortgages  and  will  be 
ready  for  dedication  soon.  They  are 
Kilbourne,  Memorial  of  Monroe,  and 
Lake  Providence. 

•  Carl  Lueg  said  “things  are  great”  in 

the  Shreveport  district  and  did  not  single  January  13 
out  any  church  for  special  accolades  * 


Death  claims  the  life 
of  Mrs.  R.  F.  Harrell 

News  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  R.  F. 
Harrell,  widow  of  the  late  R.  F.  Harrell, 
longtime  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  has  been  received. 

Mrs.  Harrell  died  after  a  long  illness 
last  week  in  Gulfport,  Miss.,  where  she 
had  been  living  for  a  number  of  years. 
Details  of  her  funeral  were  not  available 
at  the  time  we  went  to  press. 

LAMECO  annual 
membership  meeting 


Evangelism  In  The 
Wesleyan  Spirit 
By  ALBERT  OUTLER 
A  book  with  a  remarkable  mes¬ 
sage  for  United  Methodism  in  a 
year  of  evangelism.  May  be  or¬ 
dered  from  Cokesbury  Regional 
Service  Center,  1910  Main  St., 
Dallas,  Texas  75221 


The  LAMECO  Annual  Membership 
Meeting  will  be  held  on  January  13,  1975, 
at’ 11:30  A.M.  in  the  Centenary  Room  of 
the  Centenary  Cafeteria,  according  to  an 
announcement  made  by  James  M.  Poole, 
President  of  the  group. 

On  the  agenda  are:  election  of  board 
members;  annual  report;  and  the  vote  on 
annual  dividend.  All  members  are  en¬ 
titled  to  vote;  visitors  are  welcome.  Your 
support  is  necessary  for  the  development 
of  your  Credit  Union;  please  plan  to 
attend. 


Mangum  Church  presents 
“Song  of  Joseph” 


Ministers'  "We  Care"  Mission  was  held  in  7rinit^Wh^Ue!^riaTs^T 
with  a  successful  response.  Shown  here,  left  to  right,  are  persons  who  participated ! 
lyst  mw.paee  Felder,  host  pastor:  Eidred  Blakely;  R.  L.  Peyton:  Don  Hall 
Glendon  Messer;  and  Otis  Spinks;  second  row  _  Carey  Martin;  J.  W.  Matthews. 
Richard  Pass;  Jack  Wmegeart:  Brady  Foreman:  and  Richard  Haffpauir  [Not 
shown,  but  also  participating  was  Frank  Stage.)  P 


An  original  Christmas  Cantata  by  the 
music  director,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Kneipp,  of 
Mangum  Church  featured  the  pastor, 
Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  in  the  title  role  of 
Joseph.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Orton  sang  the  part  of 
Mary;  Charles  Dillman  was  the  inn¬ 
keeper;  and  Ed  Kneipp  served  as 
narrator. 

The  cantata  elaborated  the  fact  that 
Jesus  had  an  earthly  father  who  had 


Shown  from  left, 
are:  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Orton,  Henry  Bow¬ 
don,  Jr.;  and  Mrs. 
L.  E.  Kneipp,  who 
composed  the  Can¬ 
tata. 


many  of  the  same  feelings  that  are  ex¬ 
perienced  by  fathers  throughout  the  ages 
the  concern  for  his  wife’s  well¬ 
being,  the  responsibility  for  the  new 
child,  even  the  hopes  and  dreams  for  the 
future  of  the  child. 

The  Cantata,  acclaimed  by  all  who 
witnessed  it,  was  described  as  beautiful 
and  meaningful.  It  was  performed  at  the 
worship  service  on  December  22. 
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We’ve  shown  concern;  let’s  do  more 


Nearly  two  and  a  quarter  million 
pounds  of  wheat  will  arrive  in  India  later 
this  month  through  efforts  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR)  to  ease  the  famine  in  that  star¬ 
vation-ridden  land  (see  TM/  UMR,  Dec. 
27). 

The  grain  represents  the  largest  single 
food  purchase  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  its  history.  The  $200,000  worth 
of  grain  will  go  mainly  to  children  and 
widows  —  two  groups  often  the  last  to 
receive  food  aid  in  many  underfed 
nations. 

While  the  United  States  government 
has  stood  by  refusing  (“for  economic 
reasons”)  to  increase  its  food  aid  to  32 
developing  nations  where  thousands  of 
persons  are  expected  to  die  of  starvation 
before  spring,  our  church  has  made  an 
important  show  of  concern  through  this 


food  allotment.  The  food  represents  not 
only  a  prayer  for  those  facing  death 
through  hunger,  but  a  prayer  for  those  of 
us  who  would  stand  by  and  allow  it  to 
happen. 

As  important  as  this  gift  of  life  is  to 
India,  however,  let  us  realize  that  it 
represents  giving  of  only  two  cents  from 
each  of  us  when  we  divide  it  among 
members  of  our  10  million  member 
church. 

Surely  each  of  us  can  afford  more  than 
two  cents  to  save  the  life  of  a  starving 
person.  We  hope  that  this  United 
Methodist  gift  to  the  people  of  India  is 
only  the  first  of  many.  Additional 
designated  gifts  may  be  sent  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York  N  Y 
10027. 


A  lesson  about  games,  faith  &  life 


Terry  Bradshaw,  quarterback  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Steelers,  apparently  learned 
an  important  lesson  regarding  both  life 
and  faith  during  the  current  football 
season  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

In  past  years,  Mr.  Bradshaw  —  like 
many  sports  personalities  who  display 
their  religious  commitment  openly  —  has 
been  quoted  after  winning  big  games  as 
saying:  “The  Man  Upstairs  was  sure 
looking  out  for  us  today.” 

The  logic  of  such  a  position,  of  course, 
is  that  God  chooses  sides  in  athletic 
contests,  and  does  not  look  after  the 
losing  team.  When  ultimate  significance 
is  attached  to  a  very  human  undertaking 
in  this  way,  the  Christian  faith  and  its 
values  are  undermined  rather  than  af¬ 
firmed.  Shallow  and  heretical  as  it  is, 
however,  this  “God-is-for-our-team" 
outlook  has  become  commonplace 


among  the  pros,  the  colleges,  and  even 
high  school  teams. 

This  year,  Mr.  Bradshaw  hit  on  hard 
times.  His  marriage  broke  up.  He  lost  his 
starting  job,  regained  it,  and  then  lost  it 
again.  Then  he  realized  something  even 
more  important  had  gone  sour:  his 
relationship  with  God. 

He  reached  a  conclusion  about  his  life: 
“I  can’t  handle  this  alone.”  When  Mr. 
Bradshaw  stopped  trying  to  handle  his 
life  alone  and  returned  his  attention  to 
God,  life  took  a  giant  turn  for  the  better 
—  including  his  football  playing. 

The  lesson  for  Mr.  Bradshaw,  and  for 
all  of  us,  is  that  God  doesn’t  pull  strings 
to  make  us  win  or  lose  games  —  or  to 
make  any  of  our  undertakings  prosper  or 
decline;  when  we  turn  from  “going  it 
alone”  to  living  dependently  on  God,  we 
will  “win"  in  life,  whether  our  “games” 
end  in  a  win,  a  loss,  or  a  tie. 


‘Letter  to  Jesus’  gets  an  answer 


HARRISBURG,  Pa.  -  The  now 
legendary  “Yes,  Virginia,  there  is  a 
Santa"  Clails”  gained  a  competitor 
for  attention  during  the  Christmas 
season  just  past  —  in  the  form  of  a 
13-year-old’s  letter  to  Jesus  and  the 
response  she  received. 

Not  expecting  a  replay,  young 
Julianne  Holland  of  Mechanicsburg, 
Pa.  penned  her  message  in  care  of 
the  local  post  office.  But  Donald  L. 
Omer,  director  of  customer  ser¬ 
vices,  discovered  the  letter  and  saw 
to  it  that  the  teenager’s  words  didn’t 
end  up  in  the  dead-letter  bin. 

“Dear  friends,”  Julianne  began. 
“I  am  13  years  old.  And  you  must 
think  I’m  weird  for  writing  a  letter 
to  Jesus  when  everyone  knows  it 
wouldn’t  get  anywhere.  But  I  wanted 
to  give  you  a  message. 

“Every  Christmas  all  people  think 
about  is  getting  presents.  But  that’s 
not  the  real  reason  at  all.  I  think 
Christmas  means  getting  all  your 
friends  together  and  having  a  good 
time  because  Jesus  is  born  and 
that’s  just  the  beginning  of  all  the 
beautiful  things  he  did  for  us. 

“By  being  born  he  let  love  into  the 
world,  he  let  blind  people  see,  let  , 


crippled  people  walk  ...  ” 

“So  for  this  Chrismas,”  Julianne 
concluded,  don’t  think  about  your 
presents.  Just  think  about  Jesus  and 
all  he  did  and  try  to  spread  the  real 
spirit  of  Christmas.” 

“You  said  your  letter  wouldn’t  get 
anywhere  —  it  touched  my  heart, 
and  be  assured,  Julianne,”  Mr. 
Orner  replied,  “He  knows.” 

We  have  no  mail  route  to 
Heaven,  but  I  am  sure  that  He  is 
aware  of  what  you  write,  just  as 
surely  as  if  we  had  been  able  to 
deliver  it  to  Him.” 

“He  knows  our  thoughts,  our 
feelings  and  really  I  don’t  think  I 
need  to  tell  you,  for  I  think  you  know 
too,  that  every  thought  and  all  the 
love  in  every  line  of  your  beautiful 
letter  flowed  out  across  all  the  miles 
that  no  mailman  could  ever  travel 
and  touched  His  heart. 

“Perhaps,  too,  Julianne,  some  of 
those  who  ask  for  presents  are  really 
asking  for  love,  but  to  know  they  are 
loved  they  need  some  physical  ob¬ 
ject  to  show  it. 

“May  you  have  a  Happy  Christ¬ 
mas,  and  God  bless  you.” 


JANUARY  3.  1975 


Here  I  Stand 

Do  we  have  a  church 
for  today's  student? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  WILLIAM  O.  LIPP 

Thousands  of  young  people  emerge 
from  our  academic  institutions  each  year 
—  as  teachers,  engineers,  bio-chemists, 
lawyers,  counselors,  salespersons,  etc. 
Going  back  into  “the  world”  is  a  major 
adjustment.  What  is  our  role  as  the 
church  in  enabling  sensitive,  caring 
persons  to  encounter  the  world  and  to 
establish  meaningful  relationships  with  a 
community  of  faith? 

Lynne  is  21.  She  graduates  from 
college  in  three  months.  As  a  student  she 
has  been  involved  in  a  Christian  campus 
ministry.  She  has  found  a  place  where 
she  can  struggle  for  meaning  and 
discover  the  significance  of  the  in¬ 
carnation  of  Christ  for  her  and  the  world. 
She  has  experienced  the  freedom  to 
celebrate  Christ  without  the  weight  of 
traditional  religious  systems  upon  her. 
While  on  campus  she  has  been  able  to  ' 
confront  persons  and  ideas;  to  question 
has  been  essential  to  her  growth.  Yet, 
when  she  moves  into  trying  to  establish 
relationships  in  the  community  “out 
there,”  she  fears  non-acceptance. 

Like  so  many  of  her  peers,  Lynne  will 


Let’s  affirm  all  of  First  Amendment 


To  new  readers  in  the  Baltimore, 
Memphis  Conferences:  Welcome 


With  this  issue  more  than  9,000  United 
Methodist  families  in  the  Baltimore 
Annual  Conference,  and  more  than  6,000 
in  the  Memphis  Annual  Conference, 
begin  receiving  a  weekly  edition  of  The 
Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  Included  in  the  latter  figure 
are  every-family  subscriptions  for  the 
Union  Avenue  and  Trinity  congregations 
in  Memphis,  which  begin  local  church 
editions  this  week. 

These  new  conference  editions  — 
which  feature  news  of  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  on  page  1,  plus  three  pages  of 
general  news,  features  and  opinion 
related  to  United  Methodists  —  bring  to 
23  the  number  of  annual  conferences  for 
which  TM/  UMR  serves  as  the  official 
publication.  The  two  new  local  church 
editions  bring  the  total  number  of 
congregations  TM/  UMR  serves  in  that 
way  to  150. 

We  believe  that  our  new  readers  in 
Maryland,  northwestern  West  Virginia, 
western  Tennessee  and  western  Ken¬ 
tucky  will  benefit  from  this  new  flow  of 
weekly  information  about  the  church  into 
their  homes.  They  are  encouraged  to  join 
our  other  readers  in  contributing 
“Letters  to  the  Editor”  and  other  forms 
of  “reader-feedback”  which  TM/  UMR 
regularly  solicits. 

Our  continuing  readers  will  also 
benefit  from  these  new  editions.  Just  as 
all  have  benefited  by  the  cross- 
fertilization  of  ideas  between  persons  in 
the  conferences  we  already  serve,  so  all 
will  benefit  from  increased  information 
from  these  areas  of  the  church.  An  ad¬ 
ditional  benefit  is  that  new  circulation 
such  as  this  serves  to  offset  a  major 
portion  of  the  constantly  increasing  costs 
for  printing  and  mailing  all  editions. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  the  local  church  and  annual 
conference  may  be  made  known;  to 


provide  fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis 
at  the  regional,  national  and  world  levels 
from  a  United  Methodist  perspective; 
and  to  provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  responsible  opinion  by  concerned 
churchpersons. 

Our  editorial  policy  is  two-fold:  (1)  to 
be  Christian;  and  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinion  among  Christians. 

Our  ability  to  serve  the  church  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States  is  possible 
because  United  Methodists  are  a  diverse 
people  who  are,  nevertheless,  united  by 
many  common  concerns  regardless  of 
their  geographical  location.  By  changing 
a  few  articles,  and  occasionally  entire 
pages,  we  have  found  that  we  can  serve 
the  church  in  many  different  areas  with¬ 
out  diminishing  our  service  to  those  areas 
which  have  developed  the  ideas  and 
realities  known  as  The  Texas  Methodist 
and  The  United  Methodist  Reporter.  With 
this  issue,  TM/  UMR  will  visit  some 
298,000  homes  through  more  than  170 
separate  conference  and  local  church 
editions. 

To  our  new  readers,  we  say: 
“Welcome.”  To  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say:  “Thank  you 
for  continuing  to  read  your  edition  of 
TM/  UMR.” 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reply  to  “Religiosity  and  the 
public  schools”  by  John  Yeates 
(TM/  UMR,  November  29). 

I  can  agree  with  him  that  religious 
training  for  children  should  rest  with 
parents  and  the  church;  but  where  do 
schools  get  the  constitutional  authority  to 
ridicule  or  attempt  to  destroy  the  faith  of 
the  children? 

It  must  be  quite  a  frustration  for  a  child 
to  be  taught  at  home  that  he  is  a  creation 
of  God  with  a  soul  and  quite  a  different 
creature  than  any  of  the  other  animals, 
then  go  to  school  and  be  taught  he  is  only 
an  animal  who  has  developed  a  few  more 
skills. 

When  the  teaching  of  organic  evolution 
is  placed  with  the  other  fairy  tales  and 
teachers  show  respect  for  every  child’s 
faith,  maybe  the  desire  for  prayer  and 
Bible-reading  in  public  schools  can  be 
resolved. 

We  hear  so  much  about  the  portion  of 
the  First  Amendment  which  states  that 
“Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting 
an  establishment  of  religion”  but  this 
same  amendment  goes  on  to  say  “or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof.” 
This  last  part  seems  to  be  too  easily 
overlooked.  I  am  sure  the  founding 
fathers  did  not  intend- that  our  children' 
should  be  raised  to  believe  they  were  just 
a  high  order  of  animals  with  no  ac¬ 
countability  to  God. 

How  about  having  one  celebration  of 
each  religion  (not  sects)  a  year  in  the 
schools? 

Mrs.  Emma  D.  Harper 
Vancouver,  Washington 

How  dare  we  rate  the 

‘'acceptability’  of  people ! 

Letters  to  the  Editor: 

In  reference  to  your  article  headlined 
“Indians  head  list  of  most  ‘acceptable’  ” 


I'M  BOTHERED 
LESS  NOW  £Y 
TM  MS  THAT  UW 
TO  IRRITATE  ME 


I'VE  BRIPJ.EP 

mv  romi  AND 

PONT  EXPLODE 
$ 0  EASILY 


/  THAT'S  600P>- 


'fBMPZR?  ARE 

vou  sMGtsrm 

I  USIP  TO  HAVE 
A  TEMPER? 


(TM/  UMR,  Dec.  13),  the  survey  by  the 
GCOM  and  your  article  on  the  results 
neither  one  deserve  publicity.  I  trust  that 
severe  damage  has  not  -  been  done 
through  a  polarization  of  feelings  against 
or  toward  a  group  of  persons  whom  we 
should  “accept”  or  “not  associate  with,” 
based  on  that  survey. 

First,  the  survey  was  so  constructed  by 
the  Council  that  the  bias  of  those  making 
■the  survey  determined  the  manner  im 
which  the  questions  are  asked. 

Second,  some  questions  and  surveys 
are  highly  immoral  by  their  implications 
and  false  assumptions  and  are  not 
worthy  of  a  response  iSjnce  the  answers 
encourage  not  the  best  but  the  worst  in 
us. 

Third,  how  dare  we  presume  to  rate  the 
acceptability  of  persons  by  the  People  of 
God  on  the  basis  of  human  distinctions? 
The  survey  and  your  article  confuse 
issues  of  faith  with  lesser  categories  and 
thus  cloud  the  possibility  of  lucid 
judgment.  The  criteria  for  acceptability 
in  and  by  the  church  should  be  based 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 


Remedies  offered  for  old  Bibles 
and  the  Christmas  card  dilemma 
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What  do  the  disposition  of  worn  out 
Bibles  have  to  do  with  whether  or  not  one 
should  send  Christmas  cards? 

Nothing  really.  Except  that  both  sub¬ 
jects  were  discussed  in  this  column 
recently,  and  both  have  elicited  some 
interesting  responses  from  our  readers,  a 
few  of  which  we  wish  to^hare  with  you. 

In  the  December  6  issue,  the  Rev. 
George  Lewis  asked:  “What  does  one  do 
with  an  aged  Bible,  too  old  for  rebinding 
and  restoration?”  Not  knowing  of  any 
formal  procedure  to  suggest,  we  asked 
our  readers  for  help. 

Some  of  those  responding  pointed  out 
that  a  Bible  itself  is  not  sacred  and 
should,  therefore,  be  disposed  of  without 
ceremony  or  grief.  Others  suggested  it 
should  be  placed  with  other  old  papers  to 
be  recycled.  Typical  of  these  responses 
was  a  comment  from  the  Rev.  Michael 
Munn of  Waskom,  Texas:  “I  would  throw 
it  in  the  trash  as  I  would  anything  else 
which  could  no  longer  do  the  job  for 
which  it  was  designed.  A  Bible  which 
cannot  be  read  has  lost  all  Christian 
value." 

A  bit  more  ceremoniously,  Ms.  Francis 
G.  Conley  of  Highland  Park,  Illinois  said: 
“Since  I  am  just  a  new  Christian,  I  have 
no  guidelines  or  pat  procedures  for  the 
retirement  of  a  worn  out  Bible  except  to 
quote  the  Bible  itself :  Ashes  to  ashes  and 
dust  to  dust’.  So  why  not  either  wrap  or 
box  the  old  book  and  give  it  a  Christian 
burial?” 

The  closest  thing  to  a  definitive  answer 
came  from  Carol  Purcell  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society  in  New  York  City:  "We 
feel  that  the  best  advice  to  give  is  that 
such  unusable  Bibles  be  destroyed  by 
burning,  thus  assuring  that  the  paper  is 
not  used  for  ignoble  purposes.  In  an  issue 
of  Sunday  School  Times,  the  following 
wise  statement  of  the  case  was  made:  ‘It 
is  the  Words  of  the  Scriptures  that  are  in¬ 
spired  of  God  and  give  life,  and  the 
paper,  printers  ink  and  binding  are 
neither  sacred  nor  indestructible.  It  is 
really  kinder  to  get  rid  of  useless  Bibles 
or  Testaments  ourselves  than  it  is  to  pass 


the  burden  of  doing  so  on  to  someone 
else’.” 

In  the  December  20  issue,  under  the 
heading  “Are  Christmas  externals 
peripheral  or  important?,”  I  shared 
some  frustrating  conflicts  between  my 
mind  and  my  emotions.  The  immediate 
dilemma  being  faced  as  I  wrote  a  few 
days  before  Christmas  was  whether  I 
could  justify  the  pleasurable  but  expen¬ 
sive  practice  of  sending  Christmas  cards 
when  there  is  so  much  human  need  in  our 
world. 

Most  of  the  persons  responding  indi¬ 
cated  that  they  feel  similar  conflicts  and 
frustrations.  But  everyone  who  wrote  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  go  ahead  and  send  cards. 

The  most  common  reason  given  for  this 
advice  was  Mark  14:7  and  Matthew 
26:11,  quoting  Jesus  as  saying  ‘Tor  you 
always  have  the  poor  with  you.”  Having 
heard  these  verses  quoted  through  much 
of  my  adult  life  as  an  excuse  for  avoiding 
Christian  social  responsibility,  I  am  little 
moved  by  it  now. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Latta  of  Grapevine,  Texas 
was  somewhat  more  persuasive:  “Souls 
and  hearts  and  minds  suffer  and  need  to 
be  nourished  just  as  bodies,  and  Christ¬ 
mas  is  often  the  only  time  when  the  Spirit 
of  Love  is  utilized  and  shared.  We  recall 
the  words  of  the  song  ‘Love  came  down  at 
Christmas’  and  perhaps  in  the  giving  and 
receiving  of  Christmas  cards  (for  what¬ 
ever  reasons  or  lack  thereof)  the  Spirit 
again  becomes  reality.  I  see  this  practice 
as  an  opportunity  to  witness  and  spread 
the  Good  News  far  and  wide.” 

Still  more  persuasive  was  a  pastoral 
epistle  from  my  father  S.  M.  Dunnam,  Jr. 
Alter  chiding  me  for  trying  to  separate 
mind  and  emotions,  and  reflecting  on 
what  he  considers  ‘basics’  and  ‘peri¬ 
pherals’  for  Christians,  he  said:  “Great 
hunger  in  the  world  is  not  new  with  our 
generation.  One  of  the  terrible  mission 
messages  I  heard  as  a  boy  was  that 
millions  of  people  in  India  went  to  bed 
every  night,  never  knowing  what  it 
meant  to  have  the  pangs  of  hunger 
satisfied.  The  problem  is  only  increased 


today  because  of  the  total  population  in¬ 
crease.  Christmas  and  Thanksgiving 
Baskets  do  not  remedy  this  problem  — 
they  only  serve  as  immediate  stopgap 
measures.  If  we  sell  our  Christmas  lights 
and  use  our  Christmas  card  money  only 
to  buy  another  basket  of  food,  we  solve  no 
problems  that  will  not  rise  again  next 
week  to  continue  haunting  us.  In  the 
meantime,  if  our  world  becomes  any 
drearier,  we  may  finally  forget  that  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  Christmas  and,  in  the 
process,  forget  even  our  Christmas 
baskets.  So,  I  vote  for  reminders  of  our 
faith.'  £)hljf,‘v6e  rriust  Hd  ^ure  that  they  are 
reminders  that  prompt  us  to  action ;  they 
must  not  become  lullabies  that  drowse 
us.  The  angels  sang,  “Peace  to  men  of 
good-will  (RSV)  rather  than  “Peace, 
goodwill  to  men”  (KJV).  The  latter  is  a 
lullaby;  the  former  places  a  responsi¬ 
bility  upon  us.  Let’s  let  our  Christmas 
lights  and  cards  remind  us  of  this.” 

The  clincher  came  when  I  began 
receiving  scores  of  Christmas  cards  and 
letters  —  some  from  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances,  and  some  from  readers 
whom  I  don’t  even  know.  They  lifted  me 
with  full  force  into  the  Christmas  spirit, 
and  made  me  want  to  share  my  faith,  my 
joy  and  my  substance  with  others  as 
never  before. 

So,  a  week  before  Christmas,  I  decided 
there  was  just  enough  time  left  to  get 
some  cards  printed,  addressed  and 
mailed. 

What  I  didn’t  count  on  was  catching  a 
“bug”  which  waylaid  me  for  several 
days  before  Christmas.  Only  about  half 
my  list  was  complete  before  Christmas 
day.  Having  made  the  decision  and  come 
this  far,  however,  I  decided  not  to  be 
thwarted  by  illness  or  the  calendar. 

As  New  Year’s  day  approaches,  I’m 
still  trying  to  get  the  last  of  my 
Christmas  cards  mailed.  If  those  friends 
who  receive  my  week-late  cards  enjoy 
them  half  as  much  as  I  have  enjoyed 
sending  them,  then  between  us  the 
Christmas  spirit  may  extend  well  into 
1975. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


solely  on  the  tenets  of  our  Holy  Faith.  Our 
acceptance  in  Christ  is  based  solely  on 
the  grace  of  God  in  the  life  of  the  believer 
and  the  demonstration  of  the  grace 
through  the  loving  acceptance  of  others. 
Have  we  forgotten  that  it  was  “while  we 
were  yet  sinners  Christ  died  for  us”? 

Fourth,  in  this  Bi-Centennial  year  of 
Methodism  we  should  remember  that 
John  Wesley  (pro-crown)  overcame  his 
political  bias  against  the  American 
Colonists  in  order  to  give  us  an  ordained 
ministry  and  the  Holy  Sacrament.  He  put 
his  standing  with  the  Bishop  of  London 
and  the  Church  of  England  on  the  line 
because  he  saw  “the  sheep  in  the 
wilderness”  in  the  light  of  the  Gospel. 
Can  we  do  less?- 

In  short,  I  feel  that  the  survey  and  the 
reporting  are  both  unworthy  of  the 
Gospel.  I  believe,  in  the  light  of  Wesley’s 
sermon  “The  Catholic  Spirit,”  John 
Wesley  himself  would  have  repudiated 
any  attempt  of  his  people  to  categorize 
people  by  his  societies  in  the  manner  of 
the  survey.  If  Christ  died  for  all  and  His 
offer  is  open  to  all,  why  not  include  all 
who  trust  Him  for  their  acceptability  and 
affirm  others  accordingly?  “If  your 
heart  is  right  with  my  heart,  give  me 
your  hand.”  Let  us  thank  God  that  our 
true  acceptability  in  Christ  is  not 
determined  by  a  Council  nor  does  it  vary 
with  the  mercurial  mood  of  people. 

Jackson  A.  Gabany 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania 

Christ  is  at  the  center 

where  He’s  always  been 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  great  interest  that  I  read 
the  editorial  “Christ  will  come  to 
Christmas  when  Christians  take  Him 
there,”  in  the  December  20th  issue. 

However,  the  final  statement  was 
simply  more  of  the  same  old  cliches. 

Christ  has  never  left  Christmas.  As 
Christians,  we  only  need  to  look  at  the 
real  meaning  of  Christmas,  and  sure 
enough,  getting  through  the  tinsel  and 
commercialism  that  we  as  Christians 
support,  and  have  allowed  to  happen  in 
our  own  lives,  and  in  our  churches,  we 
find  Christ  just  exactly  where  he  was  2000 
years  ago:  right  at  the  center. 

Christ  does  not  have  to  come  to 
Christmas;  we  as  Christians  only  need  to 
get  to  the  center  of  Christmas,  to  find 
that  he  has  been  at  the  center  of 
Christmas  since  He  was  born. 

Dallas  P.  Fees 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


tend  to  avoid  her  former  religious  af¬ 
filiations.  The  church  from  which  she 
came  is  closed  and  unbending,  Lynne 
reasons,  and  seems  more  devoted  to 
maintaining  itself  and  its  rules  than 
about  ministering  to  emerging  per¬ 
sonalities.  And  as  a  college  student, 
Lynne  experienced  non-acceptance  in  the 
local  churches  she  attended  when  she 
dared  to  suggest  a  new  way  of  ministry 
or  of  celebration;  rather  than  appear 
insensitive  to  persons  there,  or  appear  to 
be  a  trouble-maker,  she  will  look  for  a 
less  threatened  community. 

Contrary  to  so  many  stereotypes  of 
college  students,  Lynne’s  world  view  is 
Christ-centered  rather  than  church- 
system-centered.  Though  she  is  not 
opposed  to  structures  that  are  supportive 
of  human  growth,  Lynne  will  seek  a 
community  of  concern  to  which  she  can 
apply  her  talents  and  energies  ...  a 
community  of  faith  that  offers  aid  and 
encouragement  for  her  ministry  —  even 
though  that  ministry  may  be  innovative 
and  unlike  traditional  models.  She  longs 
for  a  fellowship  that  focuses  upon  human 
history  as  a  developmental  process,  and 
Christ  as  Lord  of  that  process.  Lynne 
needs  a  community  of  faith  that  will 
facilitate  her  becoming,  enable  her 
growing,  and  provide  tools  for  faith¬ 
training  to  do  the  ministry  that  Christ 
calls  each  person  to  do. 

Do  such  communities  of  genuine 
concern  and  faith  actually  exist?  Are 
there  persons  who  will  welcome  the  drive 
inherent  in  the  Lynnes  who  have  just 
graduated  or  will  soon  graduate? 

Unless  these  intelligent  and  resource¬ 
ful  graduates  can  find  identity  and 
belonging  in  some  “alive”  community  of 
faith,  they  will  look  for  other  outlets. 
Pastors  and  laypersons  together  can  act 
to  create  the  kind  of  accepting  fellowship 
to  which  these  young  people  will  respond 

...  by  remembering  their  personhood 
and  by  inviting  them  to  share  their  faith 
and  energies  in  the  church’s  programs. 

A  strategy  is  needed  to  liberate 
congregations  —  both  young  and  old  — 
and  to  establish  such  caring  com¬ 
munities.  How  can  this  best  be  ac¬ 
complished? 

•  By  identifying  those  churchpersons 
who  can  effectively  engage  in  dialogue 
and  interpersonal  relationships  with 
recent  graduates.  Through  these 
“coordinators”  new  persons  can  be 
brought  into  various  existing  task  and 
service  groups,  into  creative  worship  and 
play  ministries. 

•  By  seeking  out  “soon-to-be”  college 
and  university  graduates  and  helping 
them  to  see  the  changes  that  are  already 
occurring  in  the  parish.  Weekend  con¬ 
ferences  on  such  themes  as  “re-entering 
the  World  of  a  Church  You  Don’t  Really 
Like  or  Trust”  should  produce  viable 
results. 

•  By  scheduling  rap  nights,  involving 
verbal  exchange  between  present 
members  and  future  graduates  on  such 
theological  issues  as  urban  missions, 
black  and  minority  relations,  leisure  and 
spontaneity. 

•  By  introducing  into  the  worship 
activity  some  of  the  meaningful  life 
expressions  of  the  Twentieth  Century. 
Attempt  to  bring  celebration  to  the  needs 
of  the  people! 

A  neurotic  fear  is  present  among  many 
churchpersons,  and  persons  who  are 
charged  with  pastoral  leadership  are 
often  the  promulgators  of  that  fear.  New 
people  will  not  destroy  us;  rather, 
through  them  we  may  experience  new 
life.  After  all,  is  not  Christ  as  much  in 
them  as  in  us? 

An  alive,  open,  liberated,  Christ- 
centered  community  is  needed:  A 
community  of  individuals  who  know  they 
are  sinners  and  seek  to  associate  with 
other  sinners  of  whatever  rank  in  the 
process  of  becoming  Christ’s  people  in 
the  world!  If  you  know  of  such,  please 
contact  college  and  university  students 
immediately. 

“ Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMW  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
William  O.  Lipp,  is  a  member  of  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference  on  special 
appointment  as  campus  minister  at  the 
University  of  South  Florida  in  Tampa. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  “ Here  I  Stand,” 
TM/  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
7-5221 . 


600  ASSORTED  SWEET 

ONION  PLANTS 

TONCO 

Home  ol  the  sweet  onion 

FARMERSVILLE,  TEXAS  7503 


Q°/  1  n°/  first  mortgage 

w  /o  *°  Aw  A3  church  bonds 


interest  per  annum 

.  .  with  maturity  dates  ranging  from  1  to  10%  years  and 
interest  payable  semiannually. 

This  ennouncement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offer  to  boy.  The  offer  is  made  by  prospectus  only. 


■CB.  Culbertgoii  and  Company 


Within  Texas,  call  1-800-792-2992 

Outside  of  Texas,  call  1-800M33-2423  (toll  free) 


1408  Continental  Life  Building 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102 
Gentlemen:  Please  send  information  on  available  first  mortgage  church  bonds. 

Name _ 


I 

I 


Address _ 

City,  State  &  Zip_ 
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Drug  forum  probes  church’s  role 

U.M.  Board  of  Church  and  Society  joins  3,000  delegates 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMC)  -  The  roles 
of  the  churches  and  religion  in  dealing 
with  drug  and  alcohol  problems  were 
aired  here  Dec.  12-18  as  part  of  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  comprehensive  alcohol- 
drug  forums  held  in  the  U.  S. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  was  the  only 
denominational  agency  among  63 
sponsors  of  the  3,000-delegate  North 
American  Congress,  along  with  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Catholic  National  Clergy  Council  on 
Alcoholism. 

Episcopalian  Bishop  John  T.  Walker  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  keynoted  the  clergy 
involvement  session,  attended  by  several 
United  Methodists  from  across  the  U.S., 
on  the  theme  of  “The  Religious  Com¬ 
munity,  a  Neglected  Resource.”  Said 
Walker,  “Because  the  religious  com¬ 
munity  takes  healthy  family  life 
seriously,  it  can  help  to  improve  the 
quality  of  family  life  or  can  provide  an 
alternate  family  within  which  persons 
can  experience  the  healing  that  love  and 
concern  provide.” 

As  leader  of  a  workshop  on  the  NCC 


drug  advertising  project,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  E.  Price  of  Washington,  former 
United  Methodist  drug-alcohol  executive, 
pointed  out  that  the  major  source  of 
information  about  legal  drugs  is  their 
manufacturers,  who  “maximize  the  good 
points  and  minimize  the  bad.”  Noting 
that  no  cause-effect  relationship  between 
promotion  and  drug  abuse  has  yet  been 
proved  scientifically,  Dr.  Price  said, 
“We  aren’t  decrying  the  use  of  these 
drugs,  just  the  attempts  by  the 
manufacturers  to  broaden  their 
markets.”  He  urged  the  industry  to 
establish  guidelines  to  police  their  own 
advertising  claims. 

Pharmaceutical  firms  blamed 

The  pharmaceutical  firms,  rather  than 
“the  junkies  on  street  corners,”  were 
called  by  Gary  Jensen,  director  of  the 
Utah  State  Division  of  Alcohol  and 
Drugs,  “the  most  damaging  drug 
pushers”  in  this  country. 

Harold  Hughes,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  from  Iowa  who  is  leaving  the 
U.S.  Senate  to  do  full-time  religious 
work,  was  chairman  of  the  congress.  The 


UMC  funds  ministry 
for  rape  victims 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

MEMPHIS,  TN.  —  A  rape-crisis  24- 
hour  phone  line  and  an  emergency 
shelter  for  rape  victims  may  soon  be 
available  to  Memphis-area  women, 
thanks  to  some  new  funding  by  the 
United  Methodist  voluntary  Service 
(UMVS),  a  program  of  the  national 
division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

UMVS  announced  last  week  an 
allocation  of  $4,700  for  the  Women’s 
Resource  Center  here  to  hire  a  full-time 
staff  volunteer  to  coordinate  rape- 
counselling  services.  ^ 

The  Memphis  center  is  just  one  of 
eleven  projects  working  for  the  self¬ 
development  of  women  which  will 
receive  a  total  of  $50,000  from  UMVS  next 
year,  according  to  Ms.  Ruth  Truett, 
Nashville,  Term.,  administrator  of  the 
grant  program. 

To  be  used  only  for  subsistence  salaries 
of  full-time  staff  volunteers,  the  funds 
will  assist  a  wide  range  of  projects  in¬ 
cluding  a  sewing  union  in  Jackson,  Miss., 
another  rape  crisis  center  in  Detroit, 
Mich.,  and  a  feminist  newspaper  in 
Denver,  Colo. 

The  purpose  of  the  one-year  grant 
program,  Ms.  Truett  said,  is  to  en¬ 
courage  and  affirm  volunteer  programs 
working  for  the  self-development  of 
women. 

In  Memphis,  the  Women’s  Resource 
Center  coordinates  efforts  to  provide 
information  and  referral  services, 


counselling,  and  other  aids  for  com¬ 
munity  women. 

Working  with  the  program  is  Miss 
Holly  Peters,  a  United  Methodist  Church 
US-2  (missionary  on  special  two-year 
assignment).  Miss  Peters  is  assigned  to 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Memphis  State 
University  in  the  area  of  campus-urban 
ministries,  with  a  special  focus  on 
women’s  concerns. 

Miss  Peters  told  TM/  UMR  she  sees 
the  new  UMVS  funding  as  “one  excellent 
way  that  the  church  can  relate  to  the 
women’s  issue.”  She  said  she  hopes 
funding  of  a  staff  person  will  also  make 
possible  the  development  of  a  peer¬ 
counselling  service  for  women  —  “not 
just  for  rape  victims  but  for  all  women 
who  need  to  talk  something  out.” 

UMVS  is  a  six-year-old  program  which 
offers  various  kinds  of  support  for 
community  people  who  have  organized 
their  own  projects  to  do  something  about 
problems  in  their  community.  It  is  now 
providing  supportive  services  to  more 
than  550  persons  in  80  projects. 

Ms.  Truett  said  this  year’s  women’s 
grant  projects  were  selected  from  120 
applications  —  “an  indication  of  what  is 
happening  across  the  nation  in  the  area 
of  women’s  self-development.  The  task 
force  had  to  say  ‘no’  to  a  lot  of  good 
programs,”  she  noted. 

The  United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Service  is  funded  by  the  annual  Human 
Relations  Day  offering,  which  this  year 
will  be  received  in  United  Methodist 
Churches  January  26. 


‘Diversity  within  unity’ 
stressed  by  ecumenist 


ALBANY,  N.Y.  (RNS)  —  The  U.S. 
Roman  Catholic  bishops’  leading 
spokesman  on  ecumenism  said  here  he 
expects  inter-Christian  agreement  on 
ecclesial  authority  “in  all  its  dimen¬ 
sions”  —  including  Christ,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  scripture,  tradition  and  the 
teaching  authority  of  the  church. 

Within  the  next  decade,  according  to 
Father  John  Hotchkin,  who  heads  the 
bishops’  committee  for  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Affairs,  the  questions  of 
papal  infallibility  and  fidelity  of  the 
church  to  its  mission  will  also  become 
major  topics  of  interreligious  discussion. 

Father  Hotchkin,  a  Chicago  arch- 
diocesan  priest  who  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Gregorian  University  in  Rome,  made 
the  comments  in  an  interview  with 
CRUX  of  the  News,  a  weekly  newsletter 
for  priests  and  religious  published  in 
Albany.  He  went  on  to  predict  that  “the 
authority  question  will  be  an  area  in 
which  people  (of  various  denominations) 
will  be  seeking  to  develop  a  consensus.” 

In  predicting  “new  levels  of 
ecumenical  agreement”  on  the  meaning 
of  authority,  the  priest  observed  that  the 
authority  attached  to  the  papal  office  in 
Rome  “has  come  up”  on  the  agendas  of 
both  the  U.S.  Catholic-Lutheran  dialogue 
and  the  Anglican-Catholic  international 
dialogue. 


Father  Hotchkin  also  believes  that 
more  attention  is  being  paid  to  local 
ecumenical  endeavors,  noting  that 
“several  different  studies,  documents 
and  guidelines  are  in  the  works.” 

He  also  cited  the  growth  in  the  number 
of  covenanting  parishes,  including 
Episcopal  and  Catholic  in  Rhode  Island 
and  a  number  of  Lutheran  and  Catholic 
congregations. 

“A  little  farther  off,”  the  priest  added, 
“I  think  what  we  will  probably  be  seeking 
to  do  is  move  beyond  the  reflection  on  the 
different  components  of  the  life  of  the 
church  into  a  more  common  perception 
of  the  mystery  and  mission  of  the  church 
as  a  whole.” 

Father  Hotchkin  said  that  “in  the  more 
distant  future”  religious  pluralism  in  the 
world  will  become  “increasingly  im¬ 
portant,”  because  the  day  will  come 
when  theologians  will  be  expected  to  be 
conversant  with  the  religious  traditions 
of  non-Christian  religions  as  well  as  their 
own. 

In  discussing  the  importance  of 
“diversity  within  unity,"  the  priest  said 
that  the  specific  form  of  unity  which  is 
sought  is  that  which  centers  on  the 
Eucharist  because  this  is  one  of  the 
foremost  manifestations  of  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  among  the  world’s 
Christians. 


Baptist  laywoman  shows  spirit 
of  season  to  her  employees 

DALLAS  (RNS)  —  Employees  of  Home  Interiors  and  Gifts,  Inc.,  here  will 
long  remember  Christmas  1974. 

Their  boss  Mrs.  Mary  Crowley,  turned  the  296  workers  loose  in  several  area 
grocery  stores  to  gather  all  the  non-perishable  items  they  could  in  30  minutes. 
Result:  $71,360  worth  of  groceries. 

What  prompted  Mrs.  Crowley,  a  former  member  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Education  Commission,  to  such  generosity? 

“God  has  poured  out  His  blessing  to  my  business  this  year  even  in  times  of 
economic  slowdown.  I  can  do  no  less  than  to  share  it  with  my  business  family,” 
she  explained. 

In  addition  to  the  shopping  spree,  Mrs.  Crowley’s  employees  received  a  $25 
gift  certificate,  cash  bonsues  of  two  weeks’  pay,  $50  for  each  of  their  children, 
and  a  chance  to  win  one  of  eight  automobiles. 

About  35  of  the  Home  Interiors  and  Gifts  workers  are  physically  hapdicapped, 
but  Mrs.  Crowley  said,  “We  don’t  think  of  them  as  handicapped.  I  suppose  we 
all  have  handicaps  of  some  kind.  Each  worker  here  is  hired  for  what  he  can  do, 
not  what  he  can’t.” 

The  generous  employer,  who  teaches  the  Parents  Without  Partners  Sunday 
school  class  at  First  Baptist  Church  here,  summed  up  her  view  of  Christianity : 
“I  feel  Christianity  is  a  way  of  doing  all  things.  This  includes  loving  each  of  my 
workers.  Our  whole  business  has  been  based  on  this.” 


Rev.  Leonard  Boche,  a  United  Methodist, 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  is  president  of  the 
Alcohol  and  Drug  Problems  Association 
of  North  America,  which  organized  the 
meeting. 

Sen.  Hughes  said  that  those  who  fight 
drug  abuse  and  alcoholism  face  the 
necessity  during  the  present  economic 
situation  of  putting  “every  last  ounce  of 
effort  into  making  the  funds  we  have  to 
work  with  count.”  He  urged  workers  to 
retain  their  humanity  and  to  be  open. 

If  drug  abuse  and  alcoholism  cannot  be 
conquered  in  the  same  way  as  diseases 
like  polio  and  tuberculosis,  he  held, 
people  should  “educate,  minimize  the 
danger  and  make  sure  the  measures  we 
take  don’t  compound  the  problem,” 
Hughes  told  delegates. 

‘A  winter  of  hard  choices’  ahead 

“Obviously,  the  status  of  our  national 
effort  with  respect  to  alcholism  and  drug 
abuse  must  be  viewed  in  the  context  of 
the  general  state  of  the  nation,”  he  said. 
“From  the  standpoints  of  the  economy, 
the  international  situation,  and  the 
present  disarray  of  public  health  and 
social  programs  in  the  country,  we  know 
we  are  facing  a  winter  of  hard  choices.” 

“Traditionally,  in  times  of  economic 
stress,”  he  added,  “such  programs  as 
those  in  the  fields  of  alcoholism  and  drug 
abuse  have  been  among  the  first  to  feel 
the  edge  of  the  budget-cutting  axe.  This 
may  or  may  not  be  true  in  the  present 
situation.  In  any  event,  we  will  all  have  to 
share  in  the  general  belt-tightening  and 
put  every  last  ounce  of  effort  into  making 
the  funds  we  have  to  work  with  count.” 


Sen.  Hughes,  a  United  Methodist,  is  a 
recovered  alcoholic  who  took  his  last 
drink  in  1952  when  he  joined  Alcoholics 
Anonymous.  Since  then  he  has  been  a 
strong  proponent  of  programs  and 
legislation  to  combat  the  alcoholism 
problem. 

His  personal  battle  with  alcoholism 
began  in  1940  when  he  entered  the 
University  of  Iowa,  and  grew  worse  in 
the  following  years.  He  dropped  out  of 
college,  joined  the  Army,  worked  as  a 
truck  driver,  and  as  a  livestock  and  grain 
dealer,  but  his  work  suffered. 

(Sen.  Hughes  says  he  was  finally 
rescued  from  alcoholism  by  accepting 
the  forgiveness  of  God.) 

Results  unpredictable 

In  his  speech  here, the  senator  said  that 
a  massive  national  undertaking  involved 
in  alcohol  and  drug  problems  is  like 
waging  a  war,  “and,  like  any  war,  the 
waging  of  the  conflict  affects  those  who 
participate,  often  in  ways  that  were  not 
foreseen.” 

“We  have,  in  effect,  a  new  civilian 
army  that  has  now  become  in¬ 
stitutionalized,  Sen.  Hughes  said.  “The 
alcohol  and  drug  industrial  complex’  is 
not  as  powerful  as  its  military-industrial 
counterpart,  but  nonetheless  there  are 
some  striking  similarities.  We  have  a 
growing  body  of  trained  and  skilled 
counselors  who  are  the  soldiers  in  the 
field.  We  have  the  ever-enlarging 
structure  of  scientists,  ‘think  tank’ 
personnel,  administrators,  govern¬ 
mental  funding  agencies,  lobbyists, 
associations,  consultants  evaluators, 
technical  assistants,  and  so  on.” 


Five  ‘draft-  dodgers’  file  suit 


Sl itching  a  gospel  message 

MARION,  Va.  —  “Spreading  the  gospel  with  my  needle  and  thread”  is  the  way 
Mrs.  Edgar  Smith  describes  the  making  of  this  quilt  of  historic  Christian  crosses. 
Mrs.  Smith's  original  quilt  now  hangs  in  the  Upper  Room  Museum  of  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Nashville. 

A  long-time  interest  in  Christian  symbols  led  the  wife  of  a  retired  supply  pastor  at 
Grace  UMC  here  to  choose  30  crosses  from  among  more  than  500  symbols,  to  adorn 
her  first  quilt.  After  Christian  Life  magazine  carried  a  photo  of  the  red-on- white  [for 
the  purity  and  blood  of  Christ]  needlework,  Mrs.  Smith  said  she  received  calls  from 
all  over  the  country  wanting  to  know  more  about  the  work  and  the  symbols. 


NCC  agency  seeks  clemency  reform 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

NEW  YORK  —  Military  deserters  who 
are  processed  through  Fort  Harrison, 
Ind.,  seeking  “earned  re-entry”  under 
President  Ford’s  clemency  program, 
aren’t  getting  the  same  treatment  as  are 
convicted  evaders  and  deserters  whose 
cases  are  reviewed  by  the  President’s 
Clemency  Board  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
the  National  Council  of  Churches-related 
Clemency  Information  Center  has  de¬ 
cided  after  several  months  of  counseling. 

As  a  result,  the  center  is  joining  five 
plaintiffs  in  a  suit  filed  last  month  in  the 
Federal  District  Court  in  Alexandria, 
Va.,  against  the  Defense  Department. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Richard 
Killmer,  director  of  the  NCC  Vietnam 
General  Program  which  oversees  the 
center,  a  guarantee  of  equal  protection 
and  the  same  due  process  for  all  draft 
evaders  and  deserters  is  being  sought. 

The  five  plaintiffs  are  David  Derbis, 
Thomas  M.  Eischen,  John  A.  Masszi, 
Lloyd  M.  Vance  and  Donald  P.  Vincent, 
all  now  living  in  Winnipeg,  Canada,  and 
members  of  the  War  Resister’s  Com¬ 
mittee  there.  The  suit  marks  the  first 
time  a  church  agency  has  gone  to  court  in 
support  of  men  affected  by  the  Vietnam 
war. 

Mr.  Killmer  noted  that  the  President’s 
“earned  re-entry”  plan  divides  men  into 
three  categories. 

One  is  composed  of  some  8,000  indicted 
but  unconvicted  draft  evaders.  If  they 
wish  to  apply  for  clemency,  these  men 
must  turn  themselves  in  to  the  U.  S. 
Attorney  in  their  state  of  residence.  He 
has  the  authority  to  assign  alternate 
service  duty,  averaging  20  to  24  months. 

Another  category  involves  convicted 
evaders  or  deserters  who  are,  finally, 
subject  to  the  Clemency  Board  headed  by 
former  N.  Y.  Sen.  Charles  Goodell.  The 
nine-member  board  has  wide  latitude  to 
grant  pardon,  assign  alternate  service  or 
make  recommendations  on  the  nature  of 
discharges.  It  includes  men  given  an 
“other  than  honorable  discharge,”  a 
record  that  severely  limits  employment 
opportunity,  or  draft  evaders  who  carry 
the  label  of  convicted  “felons,”  which 
means  they  can’t  vote,  hold  public  office, 
get  many  jobs  and  are  subject  in  several 
states  to  prejudicial  laws. 

It  is  the  third  category,  unconvicted 
deserters,  that  the  suit  against  the 
Defense  Department  seeks  to  protect. 
Such  men,  if  they  desire  “earned  re¬ 
entry”  report  to  Fort  Harrison  where  a 
four-person  Military  Board  assigns  al¬ 
ternate  service,  Mr.  Killmer  stated.  Of 
an  estimated  12,000  in  that  group,  some 

Ex-pastor  finds 
6 more  Christian 9 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  A  former 
minister  who  is  now  a  salesman  for  a 
book  publisher  finds  that  the  business 
world  is  “more  Christian”  than  he  had 
expected. 

Kent  McNish,  associate  pastor  at 
Nashville’s  large  Belmont  United 
Methodist  Church  until  a  year  ago,  seems 
to  have  no  regrets  that  he  left  the 
ministry  after  10  years. 

“As  a  preacher  in  the  pulpit,”  he  told  a 
reporter,  “I  had  assumed  the  business 
world  was  a  big  world  of  sin  which  the 
preachers  had  to  correct  through 
(church)  members. 

“Yet  I  have  found  that  people  act  from 
ethical  motives  and  have  a  concern  about 
what  is  right  and  wrong  in  their  everyday 
lives.” 

Mr.  McNish  said  that  some  persons 
engaged  in  ministry  are  often  protected 
from  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  the  laity. 
“The  pedestal  position  that  many 
ministers  assume  or  have  placed  upon 


2,300  have  been  processed. 

The  more  flexible,  and  generally  more 
lenient,  treatment  of  deserters  and 
evaders  meted  out  individually  by  the 
Clemency  Board  is  “more  just”  than  the 
Fort  Harrison  process,  the  CIC  main¬ 
tains.  It  is  the  kind  of  treatment  sought 
by  the  churches,  Mr.  Killmer  said. 

The  Clemency  Board  is  preferable, 
they  contend,  because  it  better  protects 
civil  rights.  Men  have  the  right  to  obtain 
legal  counsel  before  the  board  to  help 
them  through  a  legal  situation  that  could 
mark  them  for  life.  Criteria  for  assigning 
alternate  service  consider  such  elements 
as  hardship  and  conscientious  objection. 
None  of  these  rights  is  offered  to  Military 
Board  “processees.” 

President  Ford’s  “earned  re-entry” 
offer  expires  January  31,  and  Mr.. 
Goodell  said,  is  not  expected  to  be  ex-4 
tended.  He  said  that  as  of  mid-December 


only  2.5  percent  of  the  approximately 
131,000  men  “potentially  eligible”  have 
been  reviewed. 

One  concern  shared  by  CIC  and  others 
is  that  many  men  who  may  think  they  are 
in  violation  of  draft  laws  are  really  not 
involved  because  their  cases  have  been 
dismissed. 

John  E.  Schulz,  editor  of  the  Military 
Law  Reporter,  estimates  there  are  20,000 
men  who  are  innocent  but  “consider 
themselves  as  criminal.”  He  has  urged 
the  government  to  notify  all  persons 
whose  cases  have  been  closed. 

The  Clemency  Information  Center  has 
four  units  in  Canada  and  one  in  the  U.  S. 
which  provide  toll-free  phone  in¬ 
formation  to  all  affected  people  con¬ 
cerning  details  of  the  Ford  plan.  CIC 
encourages  persons  to  view  all  their 
options  and  provides  assistance  to  those 
who  desire  it  as  they  pursue  their  chosen 


option  as  well  as  pastoral  and  personal 
counseling,  relief  funds  and  family 
support  and  counseling  when  required. 
The  CIC  can  be  contacted  at  (800) -665- 
8885  in  Canada  and  at  (317) -635-8259  in 
Indiana. 


We  wslirie/Globar 


the  church  today 


Protest  assembly  set  by 
religious,  labor,  peace  groups 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.  (UMC)  —  A  three- 
day  assembly  to  protest  “U.  S.  respon¬ 
sibility  for  prolonging  the  war  in  Cam¬ 
bodia  and  South  Vietnam”  will  be 
sponsored  in  the  nation’s  capitol  by  two 
coalitions  of  religious,  labor  and  peace 
groups,  beginning  Jan.  25. 

The  “Assembly  to  Save  the  Peace 
Agreement”  will  feature  a  public  con¬ 
vocation  in  New  York  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church  on  Sunday,  Jan.  26, 
a  candlelight  march  on  the  White  House, 
lobbying  in  Congress,  and  two  days  of 
study  and  planning. 

“Most  Americans  think  the  war  really 
did  stop  two  years  ago,"  explained  Doug 
Hostetter  of  the  United  Methodist  Office 
for  the  U.N.,  one  of  the  national  planners 
of  the  event.  “We  want  to  use  the  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  signing  of  the  Paris 
Peace  Accords  to  help  overcome  the 
deception  of  official  U.  S.  proclamations 
of  peace." 

Among  the  groups  cooperating  in  the 
two  coalitions  are  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division  and  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Paul  Washburn  of  the  Chicago  Area  will 
be  one  of  several  featured  speakers 
during  the  event. 

United  Methodist  lay  educator 
freed  in  Philippines 

NEW  YpRK,  N.  Y.  (UMC)  -  Noted 
Philippine  educator  and  United 

business  world 
than  expected 

them  shields  them  from  the  pains  and  joy 
of  the  human  arena,”  he  said. 

While  Mr.  McNish  said  he  missed  the 
kinds  of  daily  contact  with  persons  he 
had  in  the  ministry  he  found  com¬ 
panionship  in  the  business  world. 

“Frankly,  I  find  persons  more  willing 
to  share  their  concerns  with  me  than 
when  I  was  a  minister,”  he  said.  “Being 
in  the  business  world  I  find  I  do  not  have 
a  built-in  pressure  to  be  a  person  of  in¬ 
tegrity,  but  I  do  find  a  great  challenge  in 
trying  to  live  out  in  practice  what  I  used 
to  preach  about.” 

Mr.  McNish  covers  a  five-state  area  for 
the  William  B.  Eerdmans  Publishing  Co. 
of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  a  major 
publisher  and  distributor  of  religious 
books  and  study  resources. 

He  continues  to  be  active  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  his  wife,  Janet,  is 
editor  of  the  Tennessee  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


Methodist  layman  Dr.  Nemesio  E. 
Prudente,  husband  of  the  executive 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
agency,  is  among  political  prisoners 
freed  recently  by  Philippine  President 
Ferdinand  E.  Marcos. 

Dr.  Prudente,  47,  who  was  president  of 
Philippine  College  of  Commerce  until 
forced  out  in  1972  when  President  Marcos 
declared  martial  law,  was  released  Dec. 
12  but  remains  restricted  to  the  “greater 
Manila”  area. 

Word  of  his  freedom  was  received  here 
only  a  few  hours  after  announcement 
that  President  Marcos  and  the  Philippine 
Defense  Department  had  ordered  the 
release  of  more  than  800  persons  in¬ 
carcerated  since  the  declaration  of 
martial  law  in  September,  1972. 

Travel  bans  on  U.  M.  Bishop 
Muzorewa  lifted 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.  (UMC)  —  Travel 
bans  imposed  on  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  by  the  white 
minority  regime  of  Prime  Minister  Ian 
D.  Smith  in  Rhodesia  have  been  lifted, 
according  to  word  received  here. 

The  restrictions  which  had  prevented 
the  leader  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Rhodesia  from  traveling  into 
the  tribal  trust  territories  where  many  of 
his  church  members  lived  were  removed 
early  last  month,  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  Juel 
Nordby,  area  secretary  for  Rhodesia  in 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  World 
Division  Africa  Office. 

As  president  of  the  African  National 
Council  (ANC),  an  organization  working 
for  majority  rule  in  Rhodesia,  Bishop 
Muzorewa  has  been  a  leading  figure  in 
negotiations  between  the  white  minority 
regime  of  250,000  and  the  5.5  million- 
member  black  majority  in  the  African 
country. 

Dr.  Nordby  said  reports  from  United 
Methodists  in  Rhodesia  in  the  wake  of 
recently-announced  progress  in 
negotiations  toward  majority  rule  ex¬ 
press  “cautious  optimism.” 


INFOSERV 
adds  feature 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Newsline/ 
Global  -  a  weekly  report  on  what’s 
happening  in  the  church’s  largest  pro¬ 
gram  agency  --  will  become  a  special 
feature  of  INFOSERV,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications’  toll-free  telephone 
service,  beginning  January  15. 

The  pre-recorded  program  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  replaces  the 
Telephone  Information  Service  (TIS) 
previously  operated  by  the  Board’s 
Education  and  Cultivation  Division. 
Newsline/  Global  will  be  changed  each 
Thursday  morning. 

INFOSERV  installed  a  second  WATS 
line  January  2  to  handle  the  large  volume 
of  calls  —  over  1,000  per  month  —  and  to 
help  put  Newsline/  Global  into  gear. 

According  to  INFOSERV  personnel, 
more  than  half  of  the  service’s  calls  have 
come  from  pastors,  with  91  percent  of  all 
inquiries  coming  from  local  church  in¬ 
dividuals.  Program  matters  led  the  types 
of  calls,  with  media,  miscellaneous  in¬ 
formation  and  efforts  to  locate  persons 
following.  Nearly  16  percent  of  the 
questions  were  related  to  education  while 
13  percent  dealt  with  missions. 

Dr.  Peggy  West,  INFOSERV  director, 
said  38  percent  of  the  inquireis  were 
answered  during  the  first  call  while  13 
percent  required  further  research  by 
staffs  of  other  denominational  boards 
and  agencies. 

INFOSERV  and  Newsline/  Global 
callers  should  dial  (800)-251-8140, 
Mondays  through  Fridays,  9  a.m.-3  p.m. 
in  all  time  zones;  Tennesseans  should 
call  collect  (615) -327-1951. 


Lenten  Study  And  Devotional 

(Jour 

Of  (Jhe  Holy  £and 

Athens  and  Corinth 
included 
March  11-20, 1975 
Tour  hosts: 

Rev.  & 

Mrs.  Harral  Dunnam 
$1069  round  trip  from  Houston. 
First  class  hotels  and  all  meals. 

For  more  InformaUon:  Harral  Dunnam. 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.  O.  Bo*  3846. 
Bryan.  Texas  77801.  (7131-822-1324. 


First  Mortgage  Church  Bonds 


8'/2% 

Interest 
Per  Year 

[Backed  b.v  The  Methodist  Development  Fund] 

Available  with  maturity  dates  from  10-1/2  to  15-1/2  years  with  interest 
payable  semi-annually. 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to 
buy.  The  offer  is  mad®  by  prospectus  only. 

For  information,  write  or  contact: 

St.  Timothy’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Telephone:  [713]  466-5500 
8747  North  Houston-Rosslyn  Rd..  Houston.  Texas  77088. 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
Repeatedly,  religious  and  other  leaders 
insisted  here  Dec.  18  that  Americans  are 
far  ahead  of  their  government  in  concern 
for  the  world’s  hungry.  In  the  words  of 
one,  they  are  “not  willing  to  accept  the 
starvation  of  millions  abroad  as  tragic 
but  inevitable.” 

This  was  the  dominant  theme  as  a  half- 
dozen  U.S.  senators,  chaired  by  United 
Methodist  George  McGovern  of  South 
Dakota,  held  an  ad  hoc  hearing  on  the 
world  hunger  and  population  crisis. 
Other  major  themes  were  the  need  to  find 
both  immediate  and  long-term  solutions, 
and  the  close  inter-relationship  of  hunger 
and  population  perils  with  the  energy 
situation. 

The  potential  for  religious  and  other 
pviate,  voluntary  agencies  to  “infect 
government  with  a  new  sense  of 
urgency”  was  voiced  by  Sen.  Mark 
Hatfield  of  Oregon  and  others.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  income  of  volunteer  relief 
agencies  has  increased,  showing  that 
“people  are  expressing  greater  com¬ 
passion  than  their  government.” 

While  agreeing  to  the  challenge,  the 
Rev.  J.  Bryan  Hehir  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  held  that 
private,  voluntary  action  cannot  sub¬ 
stitute  for  government  leadership  in  such 
a  vast  undertaking. 

Former  Ambassador  Averell 
Harriman  agreed  with  Hatfield  that 
“famine  is  the  greatest  threat  to  national 
security,”  and  held  the  government 
needs  to  indicate  to  people  what  they  can 
do.  He  insisted  that  inflation  is  no  barrier 
to  action,  as  he  and  Hatfield  recalled 
what  the  U.S.  had  done  in  increasing 
production  and  distribution  for  relief 
after  both  World  Wars. 

The  depths  of  the  problem  was 
graphically  stated  by  Howard  Jost  of 
Church  World  Service  —  1,500  people  at 
least  are  dying  every  week  in 
Bangladesh  —  and  Sen.  Dick  Clark  of 
Iowa  —  a  half  billion  people  face  star¬ 
vation  or  serious  malnutrition  within  the 
next  seven  months. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong  of  United 
Methodism's  Dakotas  Area  and 
president  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  reminded  that  “our  value  system 
and  life-styles  have  contributed  to  the 
ever-widening  gap  between  the  haves 
and  the  have-nots.”  He  held  “the  time 
has  come  for  us  to  move  from  programs 
of  charity  to  programs  of  justice,”  with 
special  concern  for  those  involved  as 
persons,  not  statistics. 

Armstrong  said  it  is  beside  the  point 
whether  an  immediate  response  would  fit 
into  “our  most  reasonable  long-range 
objectives,”  might  complicate  existent 
trade  agreements,  might  boost  grain 
prices  or  might  be  politically  risky.  The 
point  is,  “People  are  starving  to  death 
and  we  have  it  within  our  power  to  give 
them  life.” 

Rabbi  Mark  Tannenbaum  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee  asserted, 
"To  temporize  when  we  are  aware  of  the 
situation  is  to  risk  betrayal  of  all  we 
stand  for"  and  “Starvation  of  millions 
while  other  millions  are  eating  more  than 
is  healthy  is  a  travesty.” 

Father  Hehir  said  the  situation  calls 
for  “more  than  charity,  a  sharing  of 
surpluses,”  but  for  social  justice,  which 
he  said  needs  to  be  defined  in  terms  of  an 
increasingly  inter -dependent  world.  He 
called  for  a  national  food  policy  which 

Football  star 
regains  faith 
through  defeat 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
PITTSBURGH  —  As  a  teenager,  Terry 
Bradshaw’s  Christian  faith  took  top 
priority  in  his  life.  But  young  adulthood 
brought  a  glamorous  marriage  and  an 
enviable  professional  football  career 
with  the  Pittsburgh  Steelers.  Things 
couldn’t  be  better,  the  aspiring  athlete 
thought.  Christianity  became  something 
conveniently  tucked  away  for 
emergencies. 

But  last  spring  ushered  in  a  package  of 
troubles  for  Mr.  Bradshaw.  His  marriage 
to  a  former  Miss  Teenage  America  was 
floundering,  and  he  twice  lost  his  starting 
role  with  the  Steelers.  The  two  crises 
forced  the  star  quarterback  to  take  a 
second  look  at  his  life  and  to  discover  that 
a  once-vital  element  —  his  Christian  faith 
—  had  slipped  away. 

“I  couldn’t  take  it  anymore,”  Mr. 
Bradshaw  reflected.  “Everybody  needs 
somebody.  Things  go  bad,  you  go 
someplace,  to  somebody.” 

That  “somebody"  turned  out  to  be 
Christ.  Bible  reading  once  again  was 
logged  into  Mr  Bradshaw’s  daily 
schedule. 

Terry  Bradshaw,  hesitates  to  discuss 
his  faith.  “I  don’t  like  to  talk  about  being 
religious.  I’m  not,”  he  insists.  “I’m  just  a 
Christian  with  a  commitment.  The  last 
six  weeks  I’ve  gotten  back  to  it.” 

Not  only  has  his  Christian  faith 
matured;  Mr.  Bradshaw  seems  to  have 
gotten  back  on  his  feet  as  a  quarterback. 
His  recent  performance  against  Buffalo 
in  the  playoffs  was  termed  his  “finest  in 
the  National  Football  League”  by  coach 
Chuck  Noll. 

But  Terry  Bradshaw  declines  to 
connect  his  improvement  on  the  field 
with  the  renewal  of  his  faith.  “I'm  not 
saying  that  I’m  playing  better  because  of 
getting  back  to  my  faith,"  he  says.  “It’s 
just  something  I  believe  in.  It  helps  me 
accept  the  good  and  the  bad.” 


would  provide  commitment  to  aid  and 
would  correlate  domestic  food  needs  with 
international. 

Sen.  McGovern  noted  there  had  been 
ample  warning  of  the  food  crisis  but  “the 
world  waits,"  even  though  “millions  are 
growing  weak  and  dying,  not  from  an 
unknown  disease  but  from  one  of 
mankind’s  oldest  enemies  —  hunger.”  He 
and  other  speakers  condemned  the 
tendency  for  food  and  development  aid  to 
be  used  for  political  purposes. 

Some  of  the  gloomiest  forecasts 
regarding  population  and  food  produc¬ 
tion  came  from  Dr.  Philip  Handler, 
president  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences,  though  he  said  the  world’s  total 
cereal  production  is  now  “sufficient  to 
feed  all  adequately  if  distributed 
properly,”  but  “there  are  no  hungry 
people  who  have  money.”  He  asserted, 
“We  have  a  moral  burden  upon  us  to  feed 
the  poor,  since  we  have  the  means,” 
noting  especially  that  some  nations  have 
no  resources  or  potential  to  pay  for 
imports  needed  to  stay  alive. 


Hard  times  prompt 
more  durable  values 


A  church  of  smiles 


WILLING  BORO,  N.J.  —  Those  “smile  faces”  that  seem  to  pop  up  everywhere 
appear  each  night  on  the  wall  of  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  here  when  ex¬ 
terior  church  lights  are  turned  on.  The  “faces”  are  actually  created  by  shadows 
which  the  lights  make  on  the  indented  cross  and  circle  design  of  the  church  wall.  The 
church  was  built  in  1957  —  about  12  years  before  the  "smile  button”  was  invented  — 
and  the  church’s  congregation  only  recently  noticed  the  design. 
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Denominational  look  ahead 


1975 


may 


be  test  year  for  UMC 


By  United  Methodist  Communications 

As  1974  reiterated  the  diversity  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  so  1975 
may  test  its  ability  to  withstand  both 
diversity  and  adversity. 

The  twin  economic  pressures  of  in¬ 
flation  and  recession.  The  growth  of  new 
groups  opposed  to  present  church 
policies  and  practices.  The  pressures  of 
ethnic  minorities  and  women  for  full 
partnership.  The  question  of  how  to  stop 
membership  decline.  The  reaction  to 
spreading  hunger  and  starvation.  These 
appear  to  be  the  major  issues  facing  the 
denomination  in  1975. 

Although  the  action  will  not  wait 
through  the  year,  much  will  consist  of 
groundwork  for  denomination-wide 
response  by  the  1976  General  Conference, 
occurring  during  two  short  periods  of 
1975  —  the  May-June  election  of  nearly 
1,000  delegates  and  the  October- 
November  meetings  for  most  agencies 
preparing  recommendations  for 
legislation. 

In  a  survey  of  United  Methodist 
communications  workers,  most  of  the 
response  indicated  situations  the 
denomination  will  face  during  the 
coming  year,  but  few  predicted  what 
actions  would  be  taken.  Here  are  the 
highlights  of  what  they  saw: 

Economy  —  With  prices  generally  out- 
climbing  income,  plus  spreading 
unemployment,  can  giving  maintain  its 
steady  but  slow  rise?  While  giving  to 
general  church  funds  through  November 
out-paced  that  of  1973,  gains  were  well 
below  inflation  figures  except  in  special 
areas  such  as  World  Missions  and  Relief 
under  Advance  Specials  and  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing. 


Inflation  will  press  hard  on  church 
agencies  at  all  levels  in  trying  to 
maintain  staffs  and  programs.  UMC  has 
not  yet  had  to  lay  off  national  staffers  as 
have  some  denominations,  either  due  to 
inflation  or  to  reduced  giving. 

Dissident  groups  —  Most  of  this  trend 
is  toward  the  conservative  side,  such  as 
the  evangelical  Good  News  movement 
calling  for  more  “personal  salvation” 
emphasis  in  missions,  curriculum  and 
ministry  education.  One  editor  sees  this 
group’s  “perception  of  success”  to  date 
as  breeding  further  demands  in  the 
future.  Another  editor  sees  minority 
voices  within  the  church  growing  in 
strength  but  also  the  beginning  of  a 
“return  to  social  emphasis  of 
Christianity  in  reaction  against  several 
years  of  individual-application-of-the 
Gospel  emphasis.”  Following  strategy 
discussions  that  began  at  the  1972 
General  Conference,  it  can  be  expected 
that  Good  News  (Forum  for  Scriptural 
Christianity  Within  the  United  Methodist 
Church)  will  be  more  active  politically  in 
seeking  to  elect  evangelical  delegates  to 
the  1976  General  Conference. 

Minorities  —  In  a  period  when 
leadership  is  being  selected,  ethnic 
caucuses  are  expected  to  be  more  active 
in  seeking  selection  of  their  represen¬ 
tatives  to  decision-making  spots.  This 
includes  General  Conference  delegates, 
of  whom  11  per  cent  were  non-white  in 
1972.  In  addition,  new  chief  executives 
will  be  chosen  this  year  in  three  major 
agencies  —  Finance  and  Administration, 
Council  on  Ministries  and  Church  and 
Society  —  plus  several  other  staff 
members  being  replaced. 


Women  —  Claiming  54  per  cent  of  UM 
membership  and  thus  not  a  minority, 
women  will  seek  to  expand  their  role  in 
decision-making  further,  by  electing 
delegates  to  General  Conference  (they 
had  13  per  cent  in  1972)  and  by  seeking  to 
fill  some  of  the  executive  positions.  The 
number  of  women  ministers  is  expected 
to  continue  to  increase.  There  also  will  be 
renewed  activity  for  ratification  of  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  by  enough 
more  states  to  place  it  in  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution.  This  will  be  UN  Women’s  Year. 

Membership  —  The  rolls  of  U.S. 
churches  have  continued  the  decline  that 
began  in  1966.  Although  the  United 
Methodist  loss  has  been  smaller  each 
year  and  was  only  1.26  per  cent  for  1973,  it 
will  require  only  a  six-tenths  per  cent 
drop  to  go  below  the  10  million-member 
mark  which  the  church  first  surpassed  in 
1961. 


MIAMI  —  Churches  should  not  be  as 
concerned  about  the  nation’s  slide  into 
financial  hard  times  as  much  as  the 
values  they  bring  into  the  new  era, 
historian  Martin  E.  Marty  cautioned 
here. 

Dr.  Marty,  Professor  of  Church 
History  of  the  University  of  Chicago’s 
Divinity  School,  led  a  wide-ranging 
discussion  on  the  state  of  organized 
religion  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  Com¬ 
mission  on  Stewardship,  held  in  Miami 
Reach  December  9  through  11. 

Dr.  Marty  told  some  80  denominational 
executives  he  thought  the  hard  times  of 
the  latter  1970s  was  a  time  for  churches 
to  develop  Christian  realism  —  to  ask 
themselves  what  they  could  “produce 
positively  in  negative  times.” 

Christian  leaders  should  not  con¬ 
centrate  upon  the  fact  that  the  “earthly 
props  are  being  kicked  away  from 
members  and  on  faltering  security  for 
that  becomes  a  self-fulfilling  prophecy,” 
he  said.  Instead  they  should  concentrate 
on  the  “hunger  of  people  for  durable 
values.” 

Addressing  himself  to  what  makes  a 
church  “successful,”  Dr.  Marty  stated: 
“Those  that  are  in  tension  between 
movement  and  order.”  Religious 
movements  are  “highly  visible  and 
extravagant  but  they  cannot  continue  in 
that  vein  —  they  either  become  a  cult,  die 
out,  or  their  members  accommodate 
themselves  to  institutions  in  order  to  gain 
some  relevance.” 

He  predicted  that  the  explosion  of 
religious  movements  of  the  late  1960s  had 
crested  and  that  most  of  these  groups 
were  either  dying  out,  forming  organized 
churches  or  their  adherents  were  joining 
established  churches  which  profited 
from  their  experience. 

“At  first  a  bored  press  went  after  these 
movements  but  now  it  sees  them  as  rip- 
offs,”  he  stated. 

Dr.  Marty  also  criticized  the  “myth” 
that  strict  churches  grow  and  prosper 
and  that  liberal  churches  do  not.  “Many 
strict  churches  do  not  grow  and  many 
others  die  out,”  he  said,  “while  many 
“mainliners”  have  gotten  their  churches 
message:  live  in  the  world  as  Christians. 
They  do  give,  selectively  to  their  chur¬ 
ches,  and  in  addition  they  give  to  many 
charitable  and  non-church  causes,  a 
giving  that  doesn’t  show  up  officially  on 
church  books. 


“One  of  the  real  difficulties  of 
stewardship  is  understanding  that  people 
have  heard  our  churches’  message  and 
the  message  isn’t  that  bad. 

“It’s  easy  to  be  a  cult,  to  protect  and 
surround  yourself  with  impenetrable 
walls,  and  it’s  also  very  profitable  for  the 
cult  for  there's  nothing  else  for  members 
to  give  to. 

“It’s  also  easy  to  be  merely  worldly. 
But  it's  difficult  to  be  indirectly  worldly. 
—  to  love  the  world,  live  in  it,  but  yet  not 
be  of  it. 

“If  there’s  a  mandate  for  liberal 
churches  in  the  latter  70s,  I  would  hope 
this  would  be  a  part  of  it.” 

Reviewing  stewardship  during  the 
1960s,  he  declared  it  “wasn’t”  all  that 
bad.  People  were  involved  in  and  gave 
generously  to  many  causes  for  awhile, 
and  when  they  broke  down,  mainly 
because  of  the  weight  they  had  to  bear, 
we  got  the  impression  that  you  can’t  ask 
people  to  give  to  causes  any  longer. 

“But  you  can.  It  depends  on  how  it’s 
brought  to  them  and  how  much  in¬ 
convenience  it  will  cause  them.  We  did 
learn  that  you  can't  be  too  controversial, 
or  people  will  vote  with  their  pocket- 
books.” 

Much  of  the  movement  in  liberal 
churches  has  to  do  with  “pulling  too  far 
one  way  and  then  another,”  he  said. 
“We’re  the  churches  that  became  so 
vulnerable  we  didn’t  know  quite  who  we 
were  any  longer.” 

But  he  saw  a  swing  now  in  another 
direction,  toward  what  is  called 
“traditioning.”  We  both  “are  and  should 
be  seeking  our  core,  for  renewal  is  done 
out  of  the  center  of  our  tradition  and  our 
tradition  is  one  of  promise:  what  God  has 
handed  to  us  is  not  a  finished  product.” 

Rabbi  Tannenbaum  addressed  the 
group  on  the  Jewish  themes  of  the 
Jubilee  Year  and  their  application  today. 

Any  understanding  of  Judaism  in¬ 
volves  “the  Exodus  theme”  —  the  notion 
that  God  is  in  history  and  is  on  the  side  of 
the  slaves  ...  the  notion  that  liberation 
from  physical  oppression  is  a  precon¬ 
dition  for  liberation  from  spiritual  op¬ 
pression. 

It  also  involves  “the  Sinai  theme”  — 
the  transformation  of  a  slave  people  to  a 
holy  people,  charged  with  redeeming  the 
world. 

Thus  Jubilee  Year  in  Judaism  has  as 
its  themes  human,  economic,  ecological 
and  educational  liberation. 


Lessons  available  for  the  blind 

Efforts  of  concerned  woman  pay  off  in  cassette  church  literature 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  There  are  ap¬ 
proximately  76,000  blind  or  near-blind 
United  Methodists  in  the  United  States. 

For  many  of  them,  it  will  now  be  a  little 
easier  to  study  —  and  even  teach  — 
church  school  literature,  thanks  to  the 
persistent  efforts  of  a  blind  lady  in 
Charlotte,  N.C. 

In  1975,  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  will  provide  three 


United  Methodists  accept  mission 
through  Sunday  morning  ‘zappings’ 


By  JANE  MCDONALD  JOHNSON 
Special  To  TM/  UMR 

PORTLAND  —  Rarely  is  the  time  for 
dedication  of  the  offering  a  moment  of 
high  drama  and  tension  in  a  church 
service.  But  in  one  suburban  church 
here,  it  is  a  time  when  most  people  are 
especially  alert. 

Once  a  month  (or  so),  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Laron  Hall,  takes  a  five  dollar  bill  from 


the  offering  plate,  turns  from  the  altar 
and  “zaps”  someone  in  the  congregation. 
The  person  is  commissioned  to  use  the 
money  in  the  name  of  the  200  member 
Capitol  Hill  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  to  use  it  in  response  to  a  community 
need.  A  couple  of  weeks  after  being 
commissioned,  the  “missionary”  is  to 
report  to  the  congregation  how  the 
money  was  spent. 

The  money  was  used  in  ways  as  varied 


Sunday  morning  'zap' 


PORTLAND,  Or.  —  Rev.  Laron  Hall,  pastor  of  Capitol  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church  here,  "zaps"  a  member  of  his  congregation  during  a  Sunday-  morning 
worship  service.  When  a  person  is  “zapped"  he  or  she  is  given  $5  from  the  collection 
plate  and  asked  to  use  it  in  some  form  of  mission  to  the  world  then  report  back  to  the 
congregation. 


as  the  missionaries  themselves.  They 
aren’t  expected  to  increase  the  initial 
amount,  only  to  spend  it  in  mission. 

Two  chose  to  add  personal  funds  to 
extend  the  gift.  The  first  “zappee” 
bought  food  at  a  discount  from  his  bread 
products  company  to  feed  a  family  at 
Thanksgiving.  He  told  the  congregation 
his  personal  involvement  heightened  the 
experience.  Another  member  added  his 
five  “mission”  dollars  to  some  money  of 
his  own  for  payment  on  the  use  of  a 
kidney-dialysis  machine.  The  machine 
costs  a  fellow  teamster  $6000  a  year. 

Two  people  bought  current  books  for 
the  church  library.  Probably  the  most 
unusual  “mission  experience”  for  this 
middle  class  parish  was  reported  by  a 
carpenter,  who  used  part  of  his  money  to 
rescue  a  carload  of  apparent  “hippies,” 
stalled  on  the  freeway.  Five  gallons  of 
gas,  given  in  the  name  of  the  church, 
sped  them  on  their  way. 

Members  have  been  going  through 
imaginary  planning  in  case  they  are 
“zapped”  in  the  future.  One  member 
decided  to  do  a  trial  run.  She  took  flowers 
(“Man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone,”  she 
said),  and  ingredients  for  making  cin¬ 
namon  rolls  to  a  shut-in  neighbor.  While 
they  watched  the  dough  rise,  the  two, 
previously  strangers,  enjoyed  a 
Christmas  visit. 

This  same  young  woman  describes  the 
fear  and  panic  some  members  go 
through  before  a  “missionary”  is 
chosen:  “At  this  point,  everyone  ducks 
down  in  their  seats,  hoping  not  be 
noticed.  I  find  throwing  my  coat  on  the 
floor  and  looking  for  it  with  serious  in¬ 
tensity  until  someone  else  is  called  works 
well.” 

Perhaps  sensing  the  fearful  ap¬ 
prehensions,  and  to  prevent  panic  in  the 
aisles,  the  minister  recently  called  a 
congregant  to  the  altar  so  soon  after  the 
offertory  prayer  that  no  one  had  a  chance 
to  panic. 

At  a  recent  district  church  conference 
where  this  practice  was  discussed,  one 
person  commented:  “Your  church  must 
have  a  very  understanding  financial 
secretary  to  allow  this  project.” 

Any  every  member  agreed  with  the 
“zappee”  who  said,  “It  was  harder  to 
spend  this  money  than  any  other  money 
I’ve  ever  spent.” 


separate  sources  of  cassette  materials 
for  the  blind  to  “read”  by  —  the  result  of 
a  campaign  first  launched  in  1967  by  Mrs. 
Inez  Kilpatrick,  a  retired  caseworker  for 
the  blind  in  North  Carolina. 

Available  in  1975  will  be  two  units  on 
cassette  tapes  of  the  “Our  Living  Bible” 
series,  according  to  Mrs.  Florence  Lund, 
executive  editor  of  the  Department  of 
Publications,  Section  on  Curriculum 
Resources,  Board  of  Discipleship. 

A  first  unit  was  used  experimentally 
last  summer  by  at  least  ten  churches, 
Mrs.  Lund  said.  Both  teacher  and  student 
materials  are  included  on  the  tapes. 

A  “John  Milton  Sunday  School 
Quarterly”  is  also  now  available  in 
Braille  and  on  talking  book  records,  she 
noted.  It  is  based  on  the  United  Methodist 
“International  Lesson  Annual.” 

In  addition,  permission  will  be  given 
any  local  church  or  community  group 
wishing  to  record  any  UM  curriculum 
literature  for  use  by  the  visually  han¬ 
dicapped. 


If  response  is  good  to  the  “Our  Living 
Bible”  series,  Mrs.  Lund  said,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  hopes  to  go  into 
regular  production  of  this  type  of 
literature  for  the  blind. 

Mrs.  Kilpatrick,  an  active  member  and 
former  church  school  teacher  at  Central 
UMC,  Charlotte,  is  sure  that  it  will  be. 
“God  told  me  to  do  this,”  she  said  of  her 
efforts  to  secure  literature  for  the  blind, 
“and  anything  God  is  backing  is  going  to 
succeed.” 

A  long-time  champion  of  curriculum 
tapes,  Mrs.  Kilpatrick  secured  passage 
of  legislation  to  produce  them  during  the 
1972  national  meeting  of  United 
Methodists  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

.Recently  she  was  appointed  to  the 
board  of  the  Gov.  Morehead  School  for 
the  Blind,  where  she  was  once  a  student. 
She  also  made  a  recent  trip  to  the  United 
Methodist  curriculum  offices  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  progress  of 
the  literature  tapes  she  says  will  “open 
new  opportunities  for  the  blind.” 


Class 

ified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver  lslng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con- 
tlnulng  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

CHURCH  PEW  PUZZLE:  Will  sell  good  pews 
(  seating  about  250.  Immediately  need  to  buy 

matched  pews  seating  about  325.  Contact  Hugh 
Llddle.  Church  of  Christ,  3198  Broadway. 
Boulder.  Colo.  80302. 

NEW  YORK  TO  LUXEMBOURG,  $299  round 
trip.  Icelandic.  50  tours.  Escorted,  lndepen- 
dent,  on  your  own.  Earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims 
Tours.  2320  Chimney  Rock,  Houston.  Texas 

77027.  (713/-782-1601. 

COMPANION  WANTED:  To  share  home  with 
active  elderly  lady.  All  expenses  paid.  Irving, 
Texas.  (2141-254 -8542. 

COUNTRY  ESTATE.  Fascinating  10-acre 
property  secluded,  yet  near  lovely  Hemet, 

Calif.  90  minutes  to  L.A.  Spectacular  view. 
Large,  gracious  home  with  all  modern 
amenities.  Huge  dining  room,  spacious  lanal. 
new  Anthony  pool.  3  bedrooms  plus  large 
study.  Several  view  knolls  further  building. 
Reduced  to  $74,000.  24280  Juniper  Flats  Rd., 
Romoland.  Calif.  92380.  (714)-926-1497. 

WORLD  TOUR:  July.  Asia,  Middle  East. 
Soviet,  Europe.  Sightseeing  Interviews.  Bro¬ 
chure.  write:  Robert  Panzer.  700  D.  Ave.. 
Coronado,  Calif.  92118. 

-  "BUSES-LEASE”:  20  percent  discounts  — 
churches,  colleges.  Choir,  mission,  ski  trips. 
Nation-wide  service  from  Texas.  Trav-Con 

Bus  Leasing,  Bob  Evans,  (214)-358-0666  ,  3040 

Park  Lane.  Dallas.  Texas  75220. 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  posIUve. 
quality,  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour, 

P.O.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

NEW,  LARGE  SCRIPTURE  GREETUNc 
NOTES:  4  beautiful  designs.  12  notes.  Lovely 
gift.  Free  catalog.  Send  $2.00.  Olive  Tree.  Box 

50,  Dept.  TM,  Brookevllle,  Md.  20729. 

OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY?  Retire  on  Mon- 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator,  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  83950.  (408)-375-5128. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

PIPE  ORGAN:  Woodbury  3  manual,  all  In¬ 
terior  leathers  recently  replaced.  Splendid 
Instrument  available  because  of  church 
merger.  Rev.  D.  Williams,  210  Harvard  St.. 
Brookline.  Mass.  02146.  (617)-277-6860. 

UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR  of 
England  (Including  Belgium  and  Holland) 
ft*om  Dallas  April  7.  $629.  Brochure  from:  Bob 
Sanders,  Box  793,  Winters.  Texas  79567. 

A  beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  $2.50  post  paid.  Elizabeth’s 

Gift  House.  P.  O.  Box  25351,  Houston,  Texas 

77006. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday, 
i  ^ost  of  a  single  subscription 
1  s  $2.50  per  year. 

|  Send  all  subscription 
•  'eauests  to: 

■  \REA  PROVOST 

]  1114  American  Bank  Building 
>  500  Carondelet  St. 

■  'Jew  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 
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Bishop’s  Message 

The  closing  of  1974  calls  for  diagnostic  assessment  of  the  health  of  our  con¬ 
ference;  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  there  are  unmistakable  signs  of  sound¬ 
ness,  growth,  and  increasing  strength.  Note  these  items: 

—  There  has  been  an  increase  in  membership  during  the  year,  the  exact 
figures  on  which  will  be  known  in  mid-January. 

—  There  is  an  increase  in  total  giving. 

—  Two  inner-city  congregations  previously  thought  headed  toward  extinction 
are  breathing  new  life  as  baptisms,  increased  interest  and  attendance  reflect 
true  revival. 

—  More  than  14,000  homes  receive  this  newspaper— far  more  than  have  ever 
subscribed  to  the  conference  news  organ. 

—  A  ten  per  cent  increase  in  the  enrollment  of  students  at  both  Centenary 
and  Dillard  is  all  the  more  exciting  when  it  is  recognized  that  nationally  the 
student  pool  is  receding.  Evident  spiritual  and  numerical  prosperity  of  most 
campus  ministries  at  state  schools  is  encouraging. 

—  Dedication  of  debt-free  churches  and  parsonages  all  over  the  state  show 
fiscal  health.  The  new  half-million  dollar  sanctuary  at  Aurora  is  moving  toward 
completion;  new  congregations  in  the  conference  are  envisioned. 

—  The  M.H.H.  has  made  a  successful  switchover  of  function.  Now  there  is 
capacity  service  for  abused,  abandoned,  and  neglected  children.  The  institution 
receives  the  praise  of  juvenile  officers,  parish  judges,  church  constituents. 

—  Complete  renovation  at  LaFon  Home,  total  family  care  aspects  of  work  for 
children  at  McDonnell,  the  new  administration  at  Sager-Brown,  continued 
splendid  development  of  Children’s  Home  at  Ruston,  ranking  of  our  four 
hospitals  and  expansion  plans  at  two,  increase  in  day  care  nursery  work,  the 
statewide  development  of  a  stronger  youth  program,  the  effective  increase  of 
the  conference  COM  staff  —  all  suggest  grounds  for  optimism. 

—  Laypeople  everywhere  reflect  a  spirit  of  commitment  and  leadership.  The 
UMW  experienced  a  capacity  assembly  at  Natchitoches  this  year;  and  the 
organization  of  United  Methodist  Men  reveals  interest  and  excitement. 

—  More  could  be  cited,  but  limited  space  prevents  the  telling.  You  can  safely 
leap  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  strengthening  its 
service  programs,  its  gospel  witness  and  is  moving  forward.  We  move  now  into 
the  Year  of  Evangelism.  It  could  be  our  finest  hour. 

Faithfully 


& 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Iowa  Church’s  varied  activities 


Iowa  Church,  the  Rev.  John  Sayes 
pastor,  is  busy  in  many  activities  which 
reflect  the  variety  of  interests  served  in 
the  church.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Sayes 


shares  with  the  readers  of  this 
newspaper  some  of  these  events  in  the 
photographs  shown  here. 


Iowa  UMW  elected  officers  of  UMW  at  their  last  meeting.  They  are  shown,  left  to 
right:  Mrs.  Drew  Spell,  president;  Mrs.  Horace  Denison,  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Liburn  DeWolf,  secretary;  Mrs.  Pat  Aguillard,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Joe  Estes,  secretary 
of  Christian  Personhood;  Mrs.  Alvin  Metzger,  secretary  of  Global  Missions;  Mrs.  A. 
J.  Louviere,  chairperson  of  Membership  Committee.  Mrs.  George  koonce,  circle 
chairperson.  The  Rev.  John  Sayes,  pastor  and  installing  officer,  is  shown  with  the 
group. 


Children  of  Iowa 
Sunday  school  look 
at  the  different 
Christian  symbols 
on  the  Chrismon 
tree  during  Sunday 
school  hour.  Mrs. 
Horace  Denison 
[ not  shown]  ex¬ 
plained  the  sym¬ 
bols. 


Fortieth  Annual  Ministers’ 
Week  at  SMU  &  Perkins 


Ministers’  Week  1975  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  and  its  seminary, 

Perkins  School  of  Theology,  will  be  held 
February  3-6  and  will  mark  the  fortieth 
session  of  Ministers’  Week  to  be  held.  The 
event  has  experienced  an  ever  increasing 
attendance  in  recent  years  and  more 
than  1200  pastors  and  alumni  working  in 
all  forms  of  ministry  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  were  in  attendance  at  the 
1974  session  of  Ministers’  Week. 

Heading  the  lineup  of  three  lec¬ 
tureships  that  are  a  part  of  Ministers’ 

Week  are  the  Fondren  Lectures.  The  -  „  .. 

Fondren  Lectures  will  be  brought  this  series  by  Doctor  Bennett,  Continuing 
year  by  Dr.  James  A.  Sanders,  Professor  Education  Workshops  will  be  offered  y 
of  Old  Testament,  Union  Theological  members  of  the  faculty  of  SMU  s  School 
Seminary,  New  York.  Doctor  Sanders 


Ministry  as  Parable  —  Some  Com¬ 
parisons  Among  Professions.” 

The  Jackson  Lecture  series  will  serve 
this  year  as  the  Three  Ministers’  Week 
worship  services  led  by  Perkins  alumni 
and  pastors  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction.  Among  those  participating 
will  be  the  Reverends  John  and  Carole 
Cotton  Winn,  husband-wife  team 
ministers  at  Gentilly  Church,  using  the 
theme  ‘‘The  Cycles  of  Celebration,"  a 
dramatic  illustration  of  contemporary 
worship. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Peyton  lecture 


will  present  four  lectures  on  “The  Bible 
as  the  Churches’  Book.”  The  title  of 
Doctor  Sanders’  lectures  are:  “The  Bible 
as  Canon,”  “Biblical  Hermeneutics,” 
“True  and  False  Prophecy,”  and  “The 
Bible  and  Christ.” 

The  Peyton  Lectures  will  be  presented 
this  year  by  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Bennett,  II, 
Research  Professor  of  Administration, 
George  Williams  College,  and  President 
of  Media  Publishers,  Inc.  Doctor  Bennett 
is  also  Senior  Partner  in  the  firm  of 
Bennett,  Lippitt,  Schindler-Rainman  & 
Associates,  National  Consultants  of 
Organization  and  Social  Change.  Doctor 
Bennett  will  present  three  lectures  in  the 
area  of  “Church  Administration  and 
Management.”  His  lecture  titles  will  be: 
“The  Prospect  Before  Us  —  Some 
Thoughts  on  Planning  in  Churches;” 
“The  Church  as  Expendable  —  Some 
Concepts  About  Survival;”  and  “The 


m 

A  life  membership  pin  in  United 
Methodist  Women  was  presented 
recently  to  Mrs.  John  Sayes,  wife  of  the 
pastor.  Shown  on  the  right  is  Mrs.  Buna 
Metzger,  president  of  the  local  unit  of 
UMW  presenting  the  pin  to  Mrs.  Sayes 

Death  claims 
Mrs.  E.B.  Moreland 

Mrs.  E.B.  Moreland,  of  Homer,  died  on 
Saturday,  December  22  after  a  lengthy 
illness. 

Services  were  conducted  in  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Homer  with 
the  Reverends  W.  Odell  Simmons  and 
Edward  R.  Thomas  officiating. 

Mrs.  Moreland  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  E.  B.  Moreland;  a  son,  the  Rev. 
Byrl  J.  Moreland,  superintendent  of  the 
Lake  Charles  district;  and  Miss  Betty 
Katherine  Moreland,  of  Homer. 


Rev.  Albert  E.  Franklin 
dies  after  long  illness 


LIC  to  assemble  Jan.  21 


Rev.  Franklin 

The  Rev.  Albert  E.  Franklin  died  on 
December  15  at  Glen  wood  Hospital,  West 
Monroe,  after  a  long  illness  following 
surgery  last  summer.  The  Reverend  Mr. 
Franklin  was  67. 

Reverend  Franklin  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Beulah  Wright  Franklin; 
two  daughters,  Joyce  A.,  Varnado, 
Louisiana,  Margaret  O.,  of  New  Orleans; 
and  three  sons,  Albert  P.,  Walter  E.,  and 
Wilbert  C.,  also  of  New  Orleans. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  St. 
James  Church,  Monroe,  on  December  20, 
with  the  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  District 
Superintendent,  delivering  the  message. 
Other  participants  included:  the 
Reverends  L.  V.  Blunt,  James  Stovall 
and  W.  D.  Boddie. 

Interment  was  held  in  the  Moses 
Cemetery,  Varnado,  and  the  following 
served  as  active  pallbearers:  Albert  E. 
Franklin,  Jr.,  Walter  E.  Franklin, 
Wilbert  C.  Franklin,  Charles  Franklin, 
Eddie  Maxwell,  and  Walter  Wright. 
Honorary  pallbearers  were  the  ministers 
of  The  Monroe  District. 

Reverend  Franklin  served  in  full 
connection  with  the  Methodist  Church  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  serving  the  St.  James-St. 
Paul  Churches,  Monroe. 


The  Sixth  Assembly  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  will  convene  in 
Lafayette  on  Tuesday,  January  21,  with 
Asbury  Church  as  host.  The  Board  of 
Directors  will  meet  on  the  preceding  day 
to  work  with  certain  elements  on  the 
Assembly  agenda.  The  announcement 
comes  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert 
Harrington,  Director  of  LIC. 

Registration  and  coffee  hour  will  begin 
at  9  a.m.,  when  more  than  150  delegates 
are  expected  to  be  present.  These 
delegates  will  represent  Communions 
which  entered  into  the  1970  Covenant  in 
February  of  that  year  when  they 
pledged:  “In  His  unfailing  providence, 
God  our  Father  calls  us  to  demonstrate 
the  oneness  we  already  share  through 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior. 
The  Holy  Spirit  summons  us  to  that 
perfect  oneness  which  Jesus  wills  for  His 
people.  In  joyful  response  we  do  hereby 
constitute  ourselves  into  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  as  a  con¬ 
temporary  instrument  of  our  obedience.” 


Part  of  that  obedience,  as  conceived  by 
the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  is 
a  ministry  to  the  Aging.  Ms.  Priscilla  R. 
Engolia,  director,  Bureau  of  Aging 
Services,  Louisiana  Health  and  Human 
Resources  Administration,  will  present 
the  major  address  in  this  area.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  there  will  be  lively  discussion 
following  the  address  which  will 
motivate  some  of  the  interests  already 
approved  by  the  Conference. 

On  the  preceding  evening,  a  public 
program  will  be  held  at  which  time 
members  of  the  Board,  Assembly 
delegates  and  the  Lafayette  community 
will  hear  an  address  on  a  topic  of  interest 
and  concern  to  church  life.  The 
Crusaders,  a  popular  men’s  singing 
group,  will  furnish  music  for  the  occasion 
in  a  mini-concert.  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
Conference  president  and  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  will  preside. 

The  Conference  will  close  with  a 
worship  service. 


Christies  receive  quilt  made  by  UMW 

Rev.  and  Mrs. 

James  Christie, 

Memorial  Church, 

Monroe,  are  shown 
with  a  beautiful 
Dresden  Plate  Quilt 
presented  to  them 
by  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  of  the 
church.  The 
project,  started  by 
the  ladies  just  prior 
to  their  annual  ba¬ 
zaar,  represents 
the  work  of  many 
persons,  for  each 

square  was  made _ 

by  a  different  member,  then  all  squares  were  sewed  together  and  quilted. 


of  Business.  These  workshops  will  center 
on  the  theme  of  administration  and 
management  with  emphasis  on  areas  of 
concern  for  local  churches  and  church 

institutions.  ,  ,,  .  ,  , _ 

The  Annual  Church  Music  Workshop, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Carlton  R. 

Young,  Perkins  Professor  of  Church 
Music  and  Director  of  Master  of  Sacred 
Music  program  at  Perkins,  will  begin  one 
day  prior  to  Ministers’  Week  and  con¬ 
tinue  through  the  first  day. 

Other  features  of  Ministers’  Week  will 
include  the  annual  Ministers’  Week 
Luncheon  with  Dr.  Bruce  Weaver, 

President  of  the  Perkins  Alumni  Council 
and  pastor  of  First  Church,  Wichita 
Falls,  presiding.  Class  reunions  of  1925, 

1935,  1945,  1955,  and  1965  are  planned. 

Other  special  workshops  and  special 
events  are  on  this  year’s  schedule.  As  in 
the  past,  there  will  be  a  complete  display 
provided  by  the  Cokesbury  Book  Store. 

Continuing  its  past  policy,  there  is  no 
advance  registration  for  Ministers’ 

Week,  and  individuals  are  asked  to  ob¬ 
tain  their  own  housing  accommodations. 

A  limited  amount  of  on-campus  housing 
is  available  and  inquiries  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Mrs.  Joan  King,  Housing  and 
Conference  Coordination,  105  Perkins, 

SMU,  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 

Registration  for  the  Week  is  in 
McFarlin  Auditorium  lobby  upon  arrival 
on  the  campus.  Pastors,  church 
musicians,  Christian  educators,  and 
alumni  working  in  varied  fields  across 
the  United  States  are  urged  to  make 
plans  now  for  February  3  through  6, 

Ministers’  Week  1975. 

Officers  for  the 
re-chartering  of 
United  Methodist 
Men  at  First 
Church,  Lafayette, 
are  [I  to  r] :  Jack 
Hannibal,  vice- 
president;  Richard 
Brooks,  president; 

Frank  Matthews, 
membership;  Ray 
Jenkins,  secretary; 

John  Vail,  mem¬ 
bership.  Forty-one 
men  were  present 
for  the  dinner 
meeting,  at  which 
Hubert  Blanchard, 

Associate  Confer¬ 
ence  Lay  Leader  and  Eloi  Primeaux,  Conference  President  of  United  Methodist 
Men,  were  speakers. 


Watching  the  laminated  beams  being  put  in  place  for  the  new  sanctuary  of  the 
Aurora  Church  are  Joe  Kelly,  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  and  Mrs.  Ruth 
Cadwallader,  of  La  Jolla,  Calif.,  a  generous  benefactor  of  the  church. 

Consecration  date  for  the  new  sanctuary,  the  new  youth  building,  and  additions  to 
the  present  building,  has  been  set  for  May  18  by  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield.  Dr. 
Henry  A.  Rickey  is  pastor  of  the  Aurora  church. 


January  19-Febuary  14 

LUM  Commissioners  ask 
churches  to  strive  for 
“reasonable”  subscription  goals 


By  W.  ODELL  SIMMONS. 

Chairman,  Board  of  Commissioners 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  are  asking  the  church¬ 
es  of  the  conference  to  secure  12,000 
subscriptions  to  the  paper  for  the  1975 
goal.  This  number,  when  compared  with 
the  membership  of  the  conference  works 
out  to  10% -11%  per  church  based  on  each 
church’s  membership.  The  more  sub¬ 
scriptions  we  have,  the  less  the  cost  of 
publishing. 

A  figure  for  each  district  was  com¬ 
puted  and  each  district  superintendent 
then  figured  the  goal  for  each  church. 

The  increase  in  subscription  rates  from 
$2.50  to  $3.00  for  individual  subscriptions, 
and  from  $2.00  to  $2.50  for  those  churches 
sending  to  every  family,  is  due  in  part  to 
inflation  and  the  rising  costs  of  labor  and 
newsprint;  but  it  will  mean  that  more 
money  (not  all  wilj.be  spent  for  in¬ 
creases)  will  be  available  to  expand  the 
size  of  the  paper.  It  is  hoped  that  once  a 
month,  at  least,  an  additional  page  i 


be  carried. 

It  can  be  seen  that  with  several 
thousand  additional  subscriptions  and 
with  a  50c  increase  in  rates,  the  paper 
may  grow  and  serve  the  conference  and 
individual  churches  better. 

Commissioners  are:  the  Reverends  W. 
Odell  Simmons,  Leslie  Norris,  George 
Duerson;  Messers  Robert  P.  Lay,  C.  O. 
Holland;  Miss  Mildred  Evans. 


LUM  District 
campaign  directors, 


“At 


your 


service 
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Letter  to  Bishop  Crutchfield 


Honduran  relief  effort  praised 


“Though  I  have  already  contributed  to 
the  UMCOR  for  Honduran  Relief  in  my 
own  conference,  I  was  so  thrilled  when  I 
read  of  the  work  camp  Rev.  Aamodt  is 
leading  this  winter  in  Honduras,  I  wanted 
to  express  my  appreciation  and  support 
to  this  group  of  Louisiana  Methodists  by 
this  small  additional  gift  to  their  work. 
May  the  Lord  truly  bless  them  and  their 
labor  as  they  give  of  themselves  in  this 
project  and  may  their  example  inspire 
others  to  do  likewise.” 

In  His  Name, 
Jo  Smith 
Austin,  Texas 

Convocation  of 
Boards  set 
January  17-18 

The  annual  Convocation  of  Boards  will 
be  held  at  First  Church,  Alexandria  on 
January  17  and  18,  with  the  first  plenary 
session  scheduled  for  6:00  p.m.  on  Friday 
in  the  sanctuary  of  the  church.  A  thirty- 
minute  worship  service  will  be  conducted 
by  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  Following 
the  service  supper  will  be  served  at  the 
church. 

Although  7:30  p.m.  is  the  scheduled 
time  for  the  boards  to  meet,  many  boards 
may  want  to  meet  during  the  day  on 
Friday  upon  call  of  their  chairpersons. 
The  only  plenary  session  of  the  meeting 
will  be  the  worship  at  6:00  p.m. 

Start-up  time  on  Saturday  is  9:00  a.m., 
with  adjournment  at  noon. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
will  meet  at  noon  on  Saturday  following 
adjournment  of  the  boards. 

The  Conference  Board  of  the  Ministry 
will  begin  its  work  on  Thursday,  January 
16. 


Transfer  announced 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  transfer  into  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  Mrs.  Randy  Gammill, 
probationary  member  of  the  Kansas 
East  Conference,  effective  December  6, 
1974.  Appointed  to  attend  school,  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology. 


Thirty  persons  stand  ready  to  help 
promote  the  circulation  drive  before  and 
during  the  period  of  January  19  - 
February  14  when  pastors  and  churches 
will  be  securing  subscriptions. 

The  list  follows,  with  the  persons  listed 
first  serving  as  chairmen  of  the  district 
committees : 

Alexandria  -  Collins  Pinckard,  Brady 
Foreman,  Kenneth  Fisher 
Baton  Rouge  -  Lamar  Smith,  Don 
Avery,  M.  E.  Taylor 
Hammond  -  Spiller  Milton,  Louis 
Streams,  John  M.  Lee 
Lafayette  -  Larry  Robertson,  Roy 
Mouser,  Roger  La  than 
Lake  Charles  -  Byrd  Terry,  Heaton 
Crammer,  Will  Finnin,  Burton  Blair 
Monroe  -  Taylor  Wall,  George  Cun¬ 
ningham,  Fred  Schwendimann 
New  Orleans  -  Calvin  Lapuyade,  Max 
Butler,  William  F.  Mayo 
Ruston  -  Roddy  Taylor,  Lael  Jones, 
Kirby  Vining 

Shreveport  -  Hugh  Baker,  Louis 
Blankenbaker,  Howard  Milo 
District  goals  are  as  follows: 

Alexandria  845 

Baton  Rouge  2241 

Hammond  1134 

Lafayette  1200 

Lake  Charles  950 

Monroe  1490 

New  Orleans  1981 

Ruston  1050 

Shreveport  2138 

These  quotas  do  not  include  churches 
with  local  church  editions.  The  sub¬ 
scription  goal  for  the  Conference  edition 
is  12,000. 


Pastor  Armold  receives  Master’s 
degree  of  Divinity  in  New  Orleans 


Among  the  66  graduates  of  the  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at 
commencement  exercises  December  20, 
was  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  David  Armold,  who 
received  a  Master  of  Divinity  from  the 
Seminary. 

In  addition  to  family  and  friends, 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
congratulated  Armold  for  "his  continual 
pursuit  of  excellence  in  preparation  for 
the  Christian  ministry.” 

Doctor  Armold  is  pastor  of  the  St. 
James  United  Methodist  Church, 
Marrero. 


Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  congratulates 
Doctor  Armold 
upon  Doctor 
A r mold’s  receiving 
the  Master  of 
Divinity  degree. 
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Facts  and  myths  regarding  United 
Methodism’s  membership  decline 


A  myth  about  United  Methodism’s 
declining  membership  is  exploded  in  a 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  The  same 
^  article  also  provides  some  sobering  facts 
3  about  why  our  church’s  membership  is 
}  shrinking. 

|  The  exploded  myth  is  that  members 
{  are  leaving  the  United  Methodist  fold  in 
;  massive  numbers  to  join  so-called 
;  conservative  churches.  No  matter  what 
;  the  raft  of  recent  books  and  articles  say, 
!the  hard,  cold  facts  reveal  no  great 
;  exodus  from  United  Methodism  to  other 
‘.denominations.  In  no  single  year  have 
imore  persons  transferred  “out”  of  the 
lUMC  than  have  transferred  “in.” 

The  largest  decline  in  our  membership 
lhas  come  instead  under  the  category 
“removed  by  charge  conference  action 
or  withdrawn,”  with  the  vast  majority  of 
these  stemming  from  charge  conference 
actions.  (Such  action  is  taken  by  a  local 
church  only  after  a  member  has  been 
totally  inactive  or  “lost”  for  three  years 
or  more.)  An  average  of  77,259  more 
members  have  been  removed  via  this 
process  during  each  of  the  past  five  years 
than  during  the  late  1950’s  and  early 
1960’s  when  Methodism’s  membership 
was  growing. 

On  the  disturbing  side  of  the  ledger,  an 
average  of  138,475  fewer  persons  have 
joined  the  UMC  on  “confession  of  faith” 
during  each  of  the  past  five  years  than 
was  the  case  in  the  late  1950’s  and  early 
1960’s.  During  that  period,  an  average  of 
351,959  persons  joined  the  church  on 
“confession  of  faith”  each  year;  during 
the  past  five  years,  the  annual  average 
has  been  213,484. 


Although  several  explanations  might 
be  offered  for  this  decline,  the  im¬ 
plication  is  unmistakable:  our  efforts 
today  are  producing  many  fewer  first¬ 
time  commitments  to  Christ  and  the 
church  than  was  the  case  a  decade  ago. 
This  fact,  combined  with  the  larger 
number  of  persons  removed  by  charge 
conference  action,  spells  the  difference 
between  an  increasing  and  a  decreasing 
national  membership. 

From  an  overview  of  the  statistics,  it 
appears  that  our  membership  is  not 
declining  so  much  because  of  what  we 
are  doing  as  because  of  what  we  are  not 
doing  today. 

To  reverse  the  present  trend,  we  do  not 
need  to  retrench  from  our  church’s  in¬ 
volvement  with  “worldly”  issues  as 
some  have  suggested ;  we  need  rather  to 
re-escalate  our  efforts  to  lay  the  claims 
and  promises  of  the  Christian  gospel 
before  both  those  who  have  and  those 
who  have  not  made  commitments 
previously.  Aggressive  new  efforts  need 
to  be  made  both  in  relation  to  children  — 
via  a  revitalization  of  our  sagging  Sun¬ 
day  School  program  —  and  adults  —  via  a 
multiplicity  of  different  outreach  ap¬ 
proaches. 

Above  all,  such  renewed  efforts  should 
be  made  because  the  gospel  demands 
that  we  share  it,  and  not  because  we  want 
our  statistics  to  look  better.  Statistics  are 
indicators  of  how  well  we  are  living  our 
faith  rather  than  ends  in  themselves.  If 
we  begin  to  live  and  share  the  gospel 
more  faithfully  as  a  church,  future 
statistics  will  reflect  it. 


How  do  you  use  TM/UMR? 

A  contest  in  which  every  entrant  wins! 


Are  you  one  of  the  masses  of 
people  who  seldom  enter  contests 
because  “I’ve  never  won  anything”? 

If  so,  here’s  one  you’ll  want  to 
enter  because  every  entrant  will  be 
a  winner. 

This  newspaper  is  designed  first  of 
all  to  provide  its  readers  with  in¬ 
formation  and  dialogue  about  the 
church.  Its  value  is  greatest, 
however,  when  it  is  used  as  more 
than  just  a  source  of  information. 

We  frequently  hear  —  usually  by 
accident  —  of  instances  where  it  is 
utilized  as  more  than  a  source  of 
information  and  dialogue  for  an 
individual  reader.  We  have  no  way, 
however,  of  knowing  how  many 
additional  ways  it  is  used  or  by  how 
many  readers. 

That’s  where  the  “contest”  comes 
in. 

You  may  enter— and  win  a  Bic 
ballpoint  pen  personalized  for 
TM/UMR— simply  by  telling  us  one 
or  more  ways  that  you  use  your 
TM/UMR  edition  as  something 
more  than  a  source  of  information 
for  yourself. 

Some  undoubtedly  use  the  paper  to 
line  their  bird  cages  or  to  make 
kites.  Since  any  newspaper  could 


serve  such  purposes,  that  type  of 
e^try  would  not  “win." 

But  if  you  use  any  part  of  your 
TM/  UMR  edition  as  a  discussion 
resource  in  your  church  school 
class,  or  as  a  source  for  sermon 
illustrations,  etc.  you  can  tell  us 
about  it  and  “win”  a  TM/UMR  pen. 

Following  are  several  other 
usages  we  know  about  which  would 
“win”  if  reported  to  us  by  those 
involved: 

•  A  group  of  college  students  in 
Clarendon,  Texas  is  making  plans  to 
use  TM/  UMR  as  a  resource  for 
discussing  current  issues  in  the 
church  and  the  world  this  spring. 
Should  we  hear  from  any  of  these 
students,  they  will  “win”  a  pen. 

•  For  a  group  of  adults  at  the 
Adrian  UMC  in  Adrian,  Minnesota, 
articles,  editorials  and  letters  to  the 
editor  from  TM/  UMR  are  used  as 
discussion  starters  on  Sunday 
mornings.  We  are  told  that  the 
thought-provoking  discussions 
stemming  from  this  use  of  the  paper 
are  resulting  in  a  growing  and  en¬ 
thusiastic  group.  Should  we  hear 
from  any  of  the  participants  in 
Adrian,  they  will  “win”  a  pen. 


•  Mrs .  Annie  Pickles  ( top  photo ) , 
an  85-year-old  member  of  Collins 
UMC  in  Houston,  reads  her  local 
church’s  edition  of  TM/  UMR  each 
week  by  telephone  to  Mrs.  Viola 
(“Ma”)  Williams,  86,  a  Collins 
member  with  failing  eyesight.  For 
letting  us  share  this  unique— but  for 
them  routine— use  of  the  paper  with 
other  readers,  both  Mrs.  Pickles  and 
Mrs.  Williams  are  being  sent  TM/ 
UMR  pens. 

For  you  to  “win”  a  pen.  simply 
observe  the  following  rules: 

(1)  Write  down  one  or  more  ways 
that  you  utilize  any  part  of 
TM/  UMR  for  something  more  than 
your  own  information.  Be  as  specific 
as  possible.  Please  tell  us  the  name 
of  your  local  church. 

(2)  Send  your  entry  to: 
TM/  UMR,  Special  Uses  Dept.,  P.O. 
Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 

Shortly  thereafter,  we  will  send 
you  a  TM/  UMR  pen,  and  probably 
share  the  way  you  use  the  paper  with 
other  readers  of  the  paper.  The 
latter  will  accomplish  the  real 
purpose  of  the  contest,  which  is  to 
suggest  that  there  are  many 
valuable  ways  for  your  church  paper 
to  be  used. 


Mrs.  Viola  ["Ma”]  Williams 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Bishop’s 


North  Vietnam  trip  criticized 


Annual  recommitment  endorsed 


WThat  is  church  membership?  How 
should  we  keep  track  of  how  many 
members  we  have?  Persons  interested  in 
these  questions  should  read  and  consider 
carefully  the  article  “Let’s  rethink  our 
membership  statistics”  elsewhere  on 
this  page. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Griffith,  who  wrote 
the  article,  points  out  a  number  of 
disparities  between  the  way  we  define 
membership  (in  terms  of  commitment) 
and  the  way  we  keep  tabs  on  our 
membership  statistically. 

As  a  method  of  bringing  the  two 
together,  Mr.  Griffith  proposes  that  we 
wipe  our  membership  rolls  clean  at  the 
end  of  each  year,  and  expect  each 
member  to  renew  his  or  her  commitment 
to  Christ  and  the  church  during  the  new 
year. 

Although  this  is  not  a  new  suggestion,  it 
is  one  which  needs  to  be  considered 
much  more  seriously  by  United 
Methodists  than  when  it  has  been  raised 
previously. 

We  need  some  type  of  uniform  gauge  of 


our  church’s  real  membership  strength, 
and  our  present  system  does  not  provide 
it. 

It  is  unlikely  that  United  Methodism’s 
General  Conference  would  ever  buy  the 
idea  of  rebuilding  our  church  rolls  from 
scratch  each  year. 

What  could  be  done,  with  relatively 
little  effort,  would  be  to  establish  a 
denomination-wide  annual  membership 
recommitment  program,  as  Mr.  Griffith 
has  suggested,  and  add  a  “recom¬ 
mitment”  category  to  our  present 
statistical  tables.  Such  an  approach 
would  not  produce  the  trauma  associated 
with  severing  all  inactive  members;  it 
would  provide  a  uniform  index  for 
measuring  the  active  membership 
strength  of  each  local  congregation 
within  the  denomination. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  individual 
member,  or  some  congregation,  will 
petition  the  1976  General  Conference  to 
make  such  a  revision  in  the  way  we  keep 
track  of  our  church’s  membership. 


Here  I  Stand 


Let’s  rethink  our  membership  statistics 
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By  THOMAS  H.  GRIFFITH 

I  am  looking  at  three  piles  on  my  desk : 
one  is  the  lesson  materials  for  our 
Confirmation  Class  for  youth;  a  second 
pile  is  our  Charge  Conference  materials, 
topped  by  the  list  of  members  removed 
from  our  Church  Roll.  The  third  pile  is 
the  materials  for  the  annual  statistical 
report  sent  to  our  Annual  Conference. 
Emanating  from  my  office  are  a  large 
number  of  un-Christian  thoughts,  and  a 
few  un-Christian  words.  It  is  once  again 
time  to  participate  in  the  annual  United 
Methodist  agony  of  reporting  our 
membership. 

Once,  I  heard  a  fellow  minister  call  the 
statistical  reports  the  “conference  lie 
sheets,”  because  the  numbers  are  often 
computed  by  throwing  the  Urim  and  the 
Thummim,  the  sacred  die.  Yet  I  know 
that  when  I  get  to  Annual  Conference  in 
June,  I  will  hear  that  other  churches,  like 
ours,  are  removing  members.  The 
Conference  Statistician  will  tell  us  that 
everything  is  down  except  deaths.  We 
will  all  once  again  giggle  self¬ 
consciously.  Most  of  us  who  are 
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clergypersons  will  go  over  the  statistics 
to  compare  our  own  churches  with  other 
churches.  It  is  all  predictable. 

Perhaps  I  made  the  mistake  of  reading 
the  instructions  on  the  statistical  report 
we  are  required  to  submit.  Perhaps  I 
made  the  mistake  of  talking  with  my 
mathematician/  statistician  wife,  who 
explained  to  me  some  of  the  principles  of 
statistics.  The  items  listed  that  we  are  to 
report,  in  the  effort  to  be  all-inclusive  are 
so  nebulous  that  each  local  church  is 
reporting  simply  what  it  wants  to  report. 
As  valid  statistics,  our  UM  statistics 
mean  absolutely  nothing  in  comparison 
to  other  denominations,  or  even  to  other 
United  Methodist  Churches  which  did  not 
interpret  the  various  categories,  or 
define  their  programs,  the  same  way  we 
did. 

What  do  our  categories  mean? 

Some  examples:  “Received  this  year 
on  Confession  of  Faith  or  Restored.”  How 
many  of  which?  Confession  of  Faith 
means  that  a  person  joined  the  church 
who  had  not  previously  been  confirmed. 
Restored?  Perhaps  that  means  a  person 
who  had  once  been  removed  from  the 
church  membership  roll,  but  now  had 
“returned  to  the  fold.”  It  could  also  mean 
a  bookkeeping  entry,  where  someone 
who  had  once  been  removed  by  Charge 
Conference  action  now  wished  to  transfer 
to  another  church.  In  that  case,  we  marie 
one  as  “restored”  and  mark  another  one 
under  the  column  headed  “transferred  to 
another  denomination." 

Then  we  get  to  the  line,  “Removed  by 
Charge  Conference  Action  or  With¬ 
drawn.”  Heaven  help  us  all.  Perhaps  we 
are  being  more  careful  in  our  perusal 
of  who  has  not  shown  any  interest  in 
membership  for  three  years.  We  remove 
a  person  from  the  membership  list  if 
he/  she  has  not  (1)  attended  worship  in 
at  least  three  years;  and  (2)  has  not 
given  any  money  of  record  in  three 
years.  Unless:  (1)  He  or  she  is  in  the 
Armed  Forces;  (2)  He  or  she  is  in  a  rest 
home,  or  shut-in;  (3)  He  or  she  has  some 
relative  in  the  church  who  may  or  may 
not  be  active,  but  strenuously  objects  to 
removing  the  name  of  Mr.  or  Mrs. 
Inactive  because  if  they  keep  their 
church  membership,  they  might  come 
back  to  the  church.  Someday.  Or,  (4) 
Some  person  miraculously  produces  the 
new  address  of  a  person  you  haven’t  been 
able  to  reach  for  over  three  years,  in¬ 
variably  in  the  middle  of  Charge  "Coif-" 
ference,  rather  than  in  the  three  years 
previous  when  you  needed  it. 

Withdrawn?  Some  of  these  people  have 
withdrawn  by  the  shuffle  of  feet  out  the 
door,  never  to  return  with  body  or 
money.  They  have  really  withdrawn.  Yet 
when  you  write  them,  they  say  they  still 
want  to  retain  their  membership,  and  say 
they  will  come.  Sometime. 

Did  a  person  die?  Statistically,  only  if 
we  know  about  it.  A  person  who  dies 


To  the  Editor: 

I  did  a  slow  burn  when  I  read  the  ar¬ 
ticle  in  TM/  UMR  of  Dec.  20,  concerning 
the  visit  to  Hanoi  by  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Washburn  with  some  other  religious 
leaders.  The  bishop  lamented  the 
destruction  wrought  by  our  bombers  on 
“seemingly  non-military”  targets  in  the 
Hanoi  area. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  this 
bombing  was  the  principle  factor  in 
bringing  about  a  cease-fire  agreement  — 
which  his  communist  friends  never 
observed  —  and  bringing  home  at  least 
some  of  our  POW’s.  It  makes  one  wonder 
if  the  bishop  was  even  concerned  about 
those  men  who  had  spent  years  in 
communist  prisons.  Apparently  the 
bishop  is  one  of  those  who  would  have 
crawled  to  Hanoi  to  surrender  and  left 
our  men  to  die. 

In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  liberal  news 
media  to  suppress  stories  of  communist 
atrocities  against  innocents  in  South 
Vietnam,  some  of  these  horror  stories  did 
get  through.  The  bishop  seems  to  have 
been  completely  taken  in  by  these  people 
of  “sweetness  and  light”  in  the  com- 


without  our  knowledge  invariably  cannot 
attend.  He  or  she  may  be  removed  from 
membership  three  years  later,  by 
Charge  Conference  action. 

The  only  clear  definitions  pertain  to 
those  who  transfer  in  from  or  out  to  other 
churches.  Are  those  churches  United 
Methodist  or  not? 

What  are  principal  services? 

Average  attendance  at  principal 
services  of  worship?  Who  defines  prin¬ 
cipal  services  of  worship?  Our  morning 
service(s)?  Some  churches  have  evening 
services.  Others  have  both  morning  and 
evening  services,  or  even  weekday 
services.  If  the  worship  of  God  is  one  of 
the  main  reasons  for  the  church  existing, 
who  is  to  say  that  any  service  of  worship 
is  not  “principal?”  One  church  could 
count  attendance  at  all  services ;  another 
would  count  only  the  morning  service, 
honestly  believing  that  “principal” 
means  “biggest.” 

No  matter  how  we  count  the  at¬ 
tendance,  when  we  compare  the  average 
attendance  at  most  of  our  churches  with 
our  membership,  we  are  embarrassed  at 
how  large  the  difference  is. 

Simultaneously,  we  ministers  are 
gamely  working  with  the  new  con¬ 
firmation  resources.  In  them,  we  read 
“The  experience  of  confirmation  .  .  . 
confronts  one  with  the  need  for  decisive 
commitment.  It  celebrates  one’s  desire 
for  a  fuller  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ,  a  deeper  commitment  to  the 
church  as  the  Body  of  Christ,  and  a 
resolve  to  invest  one’s  life  in  God’s 
redemptive  mission  in  the  world.”  That 
sounds  noble.  We  are  talking  about 
Confirmation  and  Membership  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  terms  of 
commitment  to  Christ  through  the  Body 
of  Christ,  the  Church  Universal,  and  the 
local  congregation. 

I  suppose  that  commitment  is  supposed 
to  be  a  life-long  thing.  If  this  is  so,  why  do 
we  remove  those  members  who  do  not 
show  their  commitment  any  longer?  Or 
are  we  recognizing,  with  a  real  shift  in 
our  confirmation  and  membership 
beliefs,  that  commitment  is  an  on-going 
process,  which  is  and  should  be  renew¬ 
able? 

Our  categories  are  too  static 

When  I  was  in  seminary,  I  read  old 
Conference  Journals.  There,  in  Journals 
30-50  years  old,  I  read  the  same 
statistical  categories  we  are  using  today. 
There  were  a  few  differences.  Both 
“Removed”  and  “Restored”  were  in 
their  own  columns.  But  our  familiar 
category  “Confession  of  Faith”  had  a 
slightly  different  title:  “Souls  Saved.” 
Perhaps  we  then  believed  that  the  one 
event  of  being  saved  for  Christ 
automatically  made  a  life-long  com¬ 
mitment.  Today,  we  know  that  that  is 
apparently  not  so.  Today,  we  talk  in 
terms  of  “growing  commitment.”  Our 


munist  north.  So  were  Jane  Fonda, 
Ramsey  Clark,  and  other  assorted 
characters  who  visited  Hanoi. 

I  frankly  admit  that  I  have  a  very  low 
boiling-point  when  it  comes  to  com¬ 
munist  aggression  and  brutality.  Worst 
of  all  is  when  people  in  highly  responsible 
and  privileged  positions,  such  as  the 
bishop,  so  bitterly  criticize  their  own 
government  in  opposing  communist 
oppression  and  duplicity.  The  bishop  also 
failed  to  express  one  word  of  concern  for 
the  1300  MIA’s  unaccounted  for  by  the 
communists. 

And  to  think  that  I,  a  dues-paying 
Methodist,  helped  defray  the  bishop’s 
travel  expenses. 

Earl  C.  Bryant 
Dallas,  Texas 

Thanks  for  exposing 
4 lifeboat  ethic 9  fallacy 
To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  exposing  the  fallacy  in  Dr. 
Garrett  Hardin’s  “life-boat  philosophy” 
(TM/  UMR,  Dec.  6) ) .  If  human  life  is  not 
sacred,  then  all  effort  for  human  bet- 


theology  has  changed.  Our  statistics 
have  not  changed.  Yet  we  expect  them  to 
mean  something.  We  read  them  and 
attempt  to  guage  the  strength  of  a  local 
congregation  through  categories  which 
no  longer  have  any  meaning  to  us. 

Perhaps  we  should  come  up  with  some 
new  statistical  categories.  After  all, 
commitment  seems  to  be  a  renewable 
thing  —  let  us  then  acknowledge  that 
statistically. 

Renew  membership  annually _ 

My  insurance  salesman  gave  me  this 
idea:  How  about  all  local  church 
membership  (note  I  said  "local  church 
membership,”  rather  than  membership 
in  the  Church  Universal)  terminating  as 
of  12:01  a.m.  on  January  1  of  each  year. 
We  could  use  the  Wesley  Covenant 
Service,  or  develop  another  service  of 
worship,  to  be  a  means  to  allowing  all  of 
those  who  wish  to  do  so  to  make  their 
commitment  or  re-commitment  to  the 
Body  of  Christ  through  a  particular  local 
congregation.  We  could  do  this  the  first 
Sunday  of  every  year.  Those  who  were 
not  present  that  day  could  make  their 
commitment  or  re-commitment  on  other 
Sundays  during  the  year.  Or,  if  they  were 
unable  to  come  to  church,  they  could 
make  their  commitment  or  re¬ 
commitment  to  the  minister.  Those 
persons  who  moved  could  make  a  new 
commitment  to  a  new  congregation. 
Only  five  categories  needed 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  we  would  only 
need  five  categories  to  report  on  our 
statistical  form:  (1)  Number  of  com¬ 
mitments  at  the  close  of  last  year;  (2) 
New  commitments  this  year;  (3)  Re¬ 
commitments  this  year;  (4)  Those  who 
have  committed  themselves  with  God 
(deaths);  and  (5)  Total  Commitments 
(total  of  lines  2  plus  3,  less  4)  at  the  close 
of  this  year. 

-  Using  this  method,  every  person  would 
have  an  “out”  once  a  year.  No  more 
worrying  about  a  three-year  rule.  No 
more  bookkeeping  juggling.  Perhaps  the 
number  of  professed  United  Methodists 
would  tumble,  and  we  would  no  longer  be 
the  second  largest  Protestant 
denomination  in  the  country.  But  those 
who  would  be  retained  as  members 
would  probably  be  more  dedicated.  Our 
ratio  of  “average  attendance”  to  number 
of  members  would  not  look  so  abysmal. 
We  would  really  be  much  more  honest. 
We  would  reflect  what  is  actually  hap¬ 
pening  in  our  churches.  And  our 
philosophy  of  church  membership  and 
our  statistics  would  once  again  match. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  H.  Griffith,  is  pastor  of  the  Shell 
Beach  Community  UMC  in  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  Conference. 


terment  is  in  vain :  humanity  sinks  to  the 
animal  level,  and  survival  is  based  on  the 
philosophy  of  “root  hog”  or  die  —  and  it 
makes  no  difference  which  you  do,  or 
how  you  do  it.  Life  loses  its  meaning. 

I  cannot  but  wonder  if  Dr.  Hardin 
might  change  his  viewpoint  if  he  were 
one  of  those  in  the  ocean  when  the 
lifeboat  pulled  away,  or  if  he  had  been  a 
Jew  in  Hitler’s  Germany? 

Rather  than  conform  to  society  as  it 
is,  even  in  America,  and  base  my  values 
on  current  practices,  I’ll  take  my  stand 
with  St.  Paul  and  work  for  the  trans- 
.  formation  and  survival  of  the  individual 
and  society.  Life  does  become  sacred  and 
meaningful  in  Christ. 

Ralph  E.  Dodge 
Springfield,  Missiouri 

Support  of  Chavez  and 
UFW  creates  amazement 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  amazed  that  the  NCC  and  my 
United  Methodist  Church  are  siding  with 
Cesar  Chavez’s  union,  the  UFW,  as  the 
most  effective  movement  for  guaran¬ 
teeing  the  rights  of  farm  workers  in  this 
country. 

In  the  Yuma  area,  lemon  pickers  are 
carrying  guns  into  the  groves  to  protect 
themselves  from  beatings  because  they 
don’t  want  to  join  the  UFW,  which  I  think 
should  be  their  right. 

A  lemon  shed  and  its  contents  were 
destroyed  by  fire  recently.  A  car  was 
seen  leaving  the  area  just  before  flames 
enveloped  the  building. 

On  a  typical  day,  one  hundred  fifty 
pickets  will  fan  out  in  a  grove  to  harass 
the  pickers,  smash  car  windows  and 


TM/  UMR  STAFF  SPECIAL 

Readers  of  TM/  UMR  enjoy  working 
newspaper  puzzles,  if  the  response  to  the 
recent  Biblical  Puzzle  Bonus  printed  in 
the  Dec.  6  issue  is  any  indication. 

Nearly  500  persons  vied  for  the  50 
United  Methodist  ball-point  pens  we 
offered  as  prizes  for  correctly  working  a 
puzzle  that  contained  37  “hidden”  books 
of  the  Bible  within  the  words  of  a  story 
about  a  person  motoring  in  Palestine. 

If  you  didn’t  mail  your  answer  the  day 
you  received  your  paper,  you  probably 
were  beaten  out  by  your  neighbors.  Even 
so,  we  had  more  winners  than  pens. 

So  with  an  eye  to  geography,  we  drew 
for  the  50  winners,  giving  readers 
throughout  our  circulation  a  fair  chance. 

Here  are  the  winners:  Mack  Adams, 
Fort  Collins,  Co.;  Richard  D.  Bailey, 
Dover,  Del. ;  Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker,  Belle 
Chasse,  La.;  Mrs.  Helen  Banner, 
Albuquerque,  N.M.;  Mrs.  C.  D.  Barnes, 
Centerville,  Tx.;  Mrs.  John  Bradford, 
Richardson,  Tx.;  Mrs.  Ted  Brock, 
Victorville,  Ca.;  Mrs.  Gloria  Buzard, 
F.imersburg,  Pa.;  Helen  M.  Churchill, 
Woodtatfy,  Tn.;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Carter, 
Shreveport,  La.;  R.  E.  Carter, 
Shreveport,  La.;  Joe  B.  Culwell, 
Springtown,  Tx.;  David  Currier, 
Albuquerque,  N.M.  ;  Mrs.  James  Darrell, 
St.  Paul,  Minn.; 

Mrs.  Elmer  L.  Day,  Burnsville,  N.C.; 


slash  tires.  Our  Yuma  County  Sheriff 
says  he  just  doesn’t  have  the  manpower 
to  control  picket  vandalism. 

Who  made  the  decision  to  team  up  with 
Chavez?  I  believe  the  decision  maker 
should  get  down  on  his  knees  and  ask  for 
guidance  from  above.  I  can’t  see  Jesus, 
the  Man  of  Deace.  Who  abhors  violence 
asking  ms  church  to  meddle  in  union 
affairs. 

The  pickers  should  be  given  their 
rights  to  join  or  not  to  join  without 
duress.  Is  this  not  what  freedom  is  all 
about?  TM/  UMR  might  very  well  send 
an  unbiased  reporter  to  Yuma.  I  will  be 
happy  to  show  him  or  her  around. 

James  E.  Foote 
Yuma,  Arizona 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  United  Methodist 
Church  officially  supports  the  rights  of 
workers  to  bargain  collectively; 
although  some  United  Methodist  groups 
have  indicated  support  for  Cesar  Chavez 
and  the  UFW,  the  UMC  has  given  no 
official  support  to  this  group. 

Consider  Jesus ’  words  first 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  the  “Christian  Studies 
for  Late  Teens,”  winter  quarter  1974-75, 
published  by  Graded  Press  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

It  certainly  is  my  hope  that  anyone  who 
is  planning  to  teach  from  this 
blasphemous  literature  (e.g.,  the  in¬ 
ference  that  Jesus’  divine  ability  today  is 
called  “mediumship  or  spiritualism”) 
first  would  consider  what  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  said  in  Matthew  18:6. 

Tom  L.  Ingram 
Roswell,  New  Mexico 


Rev.  Harold  W.  Dellit,  Perry,  la.;  Mrs. 
Jim  Driver,  Pomona,  Ks.;  Dorothy 
Emis,  Corder,  Mo.;  Susan  Fosmire,. 
Dallas,  Tx.;  Lu  Ann  Hood,  Austin,  Tx.; 
Mrs.  Granville  Hooper,  Cambridge,. 
Md.;  Mrs.  Myrtle  L.  Immer,  Min-, 
neapolis,  Min.;  Mrs.  S.  C.  Irvin, 
Malakoff,  Tx.;  Mrs.  Leroy  Kelley,  Rock 
Hall,  Md.;  Morris  B.  Kille,  Pampa,  Tx.; 
Dennis  Kreik,  Connellsville,  Pa.; 

Mrs.  Don  F.  Johnson,  Riverdale,  Ut. ; . 
Lois  F.  LaBauve,  Austin,  Tx.  ;  Miss  Ruth 
N.  Latshaw,  Greencastle,  In.;  D.  C. 
Lawson,  Temple  City,  Ca.;  Mrs.  T.  D. 
Leslie,  Jasper,  FI.;  Mrs.  Libby  B.  Lit- 
tlechief,  Anadarko,  Ok.;  Paul  F. 
Longstreth,  Prague,  Ok.;  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Lovelady,  Independence,  Va.;  Mrs.  Lena 
McBee,  Carlsbad,  N.M.;  Mrs.  Cecil 
McDonald,  Ft.  Worth,  Tx. ;  Patricia 
McGowan,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Rev.  J. 
David  Miller,  Rockvale,  Tenn.; 

Jacques  C.  Noguess,  Menard,  Tx.;. 
Mrs.  Louis  M.  Nourse,  Tallahassee,  FI.; 
Paul  C.  Paschal,  Brookfield,  Mo.  ;  Mrs. 
Irene  Payne,  Salt  Lake  City,  Ut.;  Mrs. 
Hubert  E.  Pearce,  Bentonville,  Ar.  ;  Mrs. 
Glenn  Pearson,  Plainfield,  II.;  Mrs. 
Walter  M.  Rose,  Reno,  Nv. ;  Mrs.  Paul  C. 
Schoeniger,  Aurora,  II.;  LaVerne  Seay, 
Littlefield,  Tx.;  Mrs.  Russell  Smith,. 
Smithton,  Pa.;  Sue  Thompson, 
Wytheville,  Va.;  and  Mrs.  Becky  West, 
Pasadena,  Tx. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

50  of  500  puzzle  entrants  to 
receive  United  Methodist  pens 
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Members  lost 

Year 

By  Transfer 

To  Other 

UMCs  &  Other 
Denominations 

By  Charge 
Conference 
Action  Or 
Withdrawn 

Net  Membership 
Change  From 

Bj  Death  Total  Lost  Previous  Year 

1973 

245,806 
<39.82% ) 

251,383 

(40.73%) 

120,085  617,274  —127,978  ) 

(19.45%) 

1972 

246,903 

(39.52%) 

259,138 

(41.48%) 

11(8,714  624,755  —148,830  | 

,(19  0%) 

1971 

261,824 

(40.18%) 

271,388 

(41.64%) 

118,494  651,706  — 153,442 

(18.18%) 

1970 

270,310 

41.55%) 

263,774 

(40.54%) 

116,510  650,594  —147.797 

(17.91%) 

1969 

271,703 

(42.63%) 

253,888 

(39  84%) 

111,701  637,292  —147.105 

(17.53%) 

Totals 

1969-1973 

1,296,546 

(40.75%) 

1,299,571 

(40.85%) 

585,504  3,181,621  —725,152 

(18.40%) 

Annual 

Average 

1969-1973 

259,309 

(40.75%) 

259,914 
(40.85% ) 

1117,101  636,324  —145,030 

•  18.40% ) 

Annual 

Average 

1957-1964 

(excluding 

I960] 

334,626 

(54.06%) 

182,655 

(29.51%) 

101,730  619,011  +109,320 

(16.43%) 

Difference  Be-  —  75,319 

tween  Annual 

Average  Of  1969-73  And  1957-64 

-1-  77,259 

4  15,371  4  17,313 

Members  received 

Year 

By  Confession 
Of  Faith  And 
Restored 

By  Transfer 

From  Other  Net  Membership 

UMC's  Other  And  Total  Change  From 

Denominations  Received  Previous  Year 

1973 

214,585 

(43.86%) 

274,711 

(56.14%) 

489,296  —127.978 

1972 

210,194 

<44  17%) 

265,731 

(55.83%) 

475,925  —148.830 

1971 

219,943 

(44.14%) 

278,321 

(55.86%) 

498,264  —153,442 

1970 

217,164 

(43.19%) 

285,633 

(56.81%) 

502.797  —147,797  J 

I960 

205,532 

(41.93%) 

284,655 

’  58.07%) 

4§0,l87  —147,105 

Totals 

I960  1973 

1,067,418 

(43.45%) 

1,389,051 

(56.55%) 

2.456.469  —725,152 

Annual 

Average 

1969-1973 

213,484 

(43.45%) 

277,810 

(56.55%) 

491,294  —145,030 

Annual 

Average 

1957-1964 

(excluding 

I960) 

350,684 

(48.15%) 

377,647 

(51.85%) 

728,331  +109.330 

Difference  Be-  —137,200 
tween  Annual 

Average  Of  1969-73  And  1957-64 

-  99,837 

—237,037 

Sen  Hughes  ‘retires’ , 
begins  religious  work 
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A  TM/UMR  interpretive  analysis 

U.M.  membership  records  show 
no  ‘mass  exodus’  to  other  churches 


Breakdown  Of  United  Methodist  Membership  Gains  And  Losses,  1971-1973 

Year 

1971 

Received  by 

Confessio  1 

of  Faith 

+219,943 

(44.14%) 

Received  by 
Transfer 

+278,321 

(55.86%) 

Transferred  to 
Other  UM 
Congregations 

-189,823 

(29.13%) 

Transferred 
to  Other 
Denominations 

—  72,001 
(11.05%) 

Removed  By 
Charge  Confer¬ 
ence  Action 

-271,388 
(41  64%) 

Removed  By 
Death 

-118,494 

(18.18%) 

Net  Gain 

Or  Loss 

—153,442 

1972 

+210,194 

(44.17%) 

+265,731 

(55.83%) 

—174,001 

(27.85%) 

-  *2, $02 

(11.67%) 

—259,138 

(41.48%) 

—118,714 

(19.0%) 

—148,830 

1373 

+  214,585 

(43,86%) 

-r274,711 

(56.14%) 

-175,083 

(28.36%) 

-  70,733 

(11.46%) 

—251,383 

(40.73%) 

—  130,085 

<19.45%' 

—127,978 

Totals 

+644,722 

(44.05%) 

+818,763 

(55.95%) 

-538,897 

(28  45%) 

-215,656 

(11.39%) 

-781,909 

(41.29%) 

—357,293 

(18.87%) 

—430,250 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Sen. 
Harold  E.  Hughes  (D-Iowa),  a  United 
Methodist  was  cited  here  for  being  the 
first  elected  member  in  the  history  of  the 
U.S.  Senate  to  resign  his  post  for  the 
“distinct  reason  that  he  seeks  to  dedicate 
his  full  life,  time,  effort  and  energy  to  the 
service  of  God.” 

Sen.  Pete  V.  Domenici  (R-N.  Mex.),  a 
Roman  Catholic,  told  his  Senate 
colleagues  that  research  by  his  staff  had 
proved  that  the  United  Methodist 
lawmaker  from  Iowa  is,  indeed,  the  first 
senator  to  choose  full-time  religious  work 
rattier  than  re-election. 

(Sen.  Hughes  retired  from  the  Senate 
on  Dec.  31,  after  serving  a  single  six -year 
term.) 

Following  a  period  of  prayer, 
meditation  and  reflection,  Sen.  Hughes 
plans  to  begin  working  as  a  layman  with 
the  International  Christian  Leadership 
and  Fellowship  Foundation,  an  in¬ 
dependent,  interdenominational 
organization  based  here  whose  chief 
function  is  working  behind  the  scenes 
promoting  prayer  breakfasts  in  this 
country  and  abroad. 

“There  are  leaders  all  over  the  nation 
who  say,  ‘My  ambition,  my  desire,  my 
fulfillment  would  be  to  be  a  member  of 
the  U.S.  Senate,’  "  Sen.  Domenici  ob- 

Pledge-tardy 
member  sued  by 
congregation 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)-Tifereth 
Israel  Congregation  here  has  sued  one  of 
its  members  in  connection  with  contribu¬ 
tions  he  allegedly  pledged  but  never 
made. 

Filed  in  District  of  Columbia  Superior 
Court,  the  congregation's  suit  demands 
that  Leon  Cherner,  who  formerly  owned 
car  dealerships  here,  be  forced  to  pay 
$15,408  in  pledges  he  allegedly  promised 
to  the  Chevrah  Tifereth  Israel 
Synagogue,  now  called  Tifereth  Israel 
Congregation. 

According  to  the  suit,  the  congregation 
agreed  to  dedicate  the  rear  entrance 
lobby  of  the  synagogue  to  Mr.  Cherner 
and  his  family  in  exchange  for  his  pledge 
of  $15,000. 

The  suit  states  that  the  congregation 
had  erected  a  plaque  indicating  the  lobby 
had  been  dedicated  to  Mr.  Cherner, 
known  locally  for  his  philanthropic  ac¬ 
tivity,  and  his  family,  thus  fulfilling  its 
obligation,  but  it  says  he  still  owes  the 
congregation  $9,000. 

Furthermore,  the  suit  claims  Mr. 
Cherner  pledged  to  match  “dollar  for 
dollar”  all  contributions  to  the 
synagogue  during  a  fund  drive  in  1968, 
but  while  the  synagogue  received  $8,283 
during  that  drive,  Mr.  Cherner  gave  only 
$3,500,  or  $4,783  short  of  the  pledged 
amount. 

The  suit  also  seeks  to  collect  back  dues 
from  him  at  the  rate  of  $125  per  year 
since  1969,  or  $625. 

Mr.  Cherner,  who  has  served  on  the 
boards  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Police 
Boys’  Clubs,  United  Jewish  Appeal,  and 
the  Jewish  Home  for  Retarded  Children 
once  received  a  B’nai  B’rith 
humanitarianism  medal  for  his  work  in 
philanthropic  and  civic  programs. 


served.  “Today,  we  pay  tribute  to  a  man 
who  has  been  governor  (of  Iowa)  and. 
then  reached  that  great  pinnacle  of  U.S. 
Senator;  he  not  only  reached  it,  but  has, 
been  a  very  successful  one.” 

The  New  Mexico  senator  quoted  Sen. 
Hughes  on  his  reason  for  resigning  from 
the  Senate:  “  ‘I  feel  within  me  the  com¬ 
mitment  to  give  all  of  my  energy  and 
all  of  my  power  to  bring  people  closer 
together  by  urging  that  they  follow  the 
Word  (of  God)  and  listen  to  the  message 
(of  it).’  ” 

Sen.  Hughes,  according  to  Sen. 
Domenici,  will  move  to  a  position  “where 
he  thinks  he  can  contribute  more  by 
helping  other  leaders  throughout  the 
world  understand  that  the  chaos  and 
confusion  that  is  in  this  world  will  not  be 
solved  by  us,  but  can  only  be  solved  when 
we  cooperate  with  that  Divine  Spirit  of 
which  he  feels  so  strongly  and  that  all 
people  know  is  needed  now  to  guide  us, 
individually  and  collectively,  in  the 
world.” 

Sen.  Dewey  F.  Bartlett  (R-Okla.),  also 
a  Roman  Catholic,  paid  tribute  to  Sen. 
Hughes  for  being  “a  driving  force  in  the 
national  presidential  prayer  breakfast 
meetings,  and  (for  having)  had  a  lot  to  do 
with  the  establishment  in  all  of  the  states 
of  governors’  prayer  breakfasts. 

“He  has  also  helped  us  to  establish 
around  the  world  various  prayer  groups, 
particularly  in  the  areas  of  government 
leadership,”  Sen.  Bartlett  said.  “I  think 
this  shows  his  sincerity  in  leaving  the 
Senate  for  a  higher  calling.” 

Sen.  Edmund  S.  Muskie  (D-Maine) 
noted  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  Sen. 
Hughes’  success  in  gaining  passage  of  his 
Federal  Drug  Abuse  and  Drug  Depen¬ 
dence  Prevention,  Treatment  and 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1970  “was  his  own 
struggle  with  alcoholism.” 

“Harold  Hughes  had  been  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  life,"  Sen.  Muskie,  a  Roman 
Catholic,  noted.  “He  knows  the  meaning 
of  addiction.  And  he  helped  us  un¬ 
derstand  it  better  .  .  .  Harold  Hughes  has 
also  been  involved  in  a  wide  range  of 
other  issues  which  reflect  his  concern  for 
people  and  his  commitment  to  ideas 
rather  than  ideology.” 

Iowa’s  other  senator,  Democrat 
Richard  Clark,  said  Sen.  Hughes  has 
“made  a  decision  to  dedicate  all  of  his 
time  to  spiritual  work,  but  he  has  made  it 
clear  that  he  is  not  withdrawing  from  the 
effort  to  solve  those  issues  involving 
human  values  with  which  he  has  been  so 
identified  as  governor  and  senator  — 
peace,  poverty,  civil  rights,  social 
justice,  concern  for  the  deprived  and  the 
handicapped.” 

“Harold  Hughes’  new  work  will  be  ‘a 
continuation,  not  a  withdrawal,’  ”  Sen. 
dark,  a  United  Methodist  said. 

Sen.  Hiriam  L.  Fong  (R-Hawaii),  a 
member  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
said  it  is  “heartening  to  know”  that  Sen. 
Hughes,  who  is  52  and  “still  in  his  most 
productive  years,  will  continue  in  his  new 
position  to  direct  his  efforts  toward  many 
of  the  areas  in  which  he  has  been  working 
together  with  his  colleagues  in  this  body 
—  alcoholism  and  narcotic  addiction, 
peace,  social  justice  and  brotherhood. 

“His  approach,  however,  ^ill  be  dif¬ 
ferent.  Instead  of  political,  it  will  be 
primarily  spiritual  .  .  .  Harold  Hughes’ 
spiritual  commitment  is  reassuring 
indeed  in  these  days  of  materialism  and 
cynicism.” 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

The  much  discussed  “mass  exodus”  of 
members  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  other  denominations  during 
the  past  several  years  appears  never 
actually  to  have  occurred. 

Membership  within  the  denomination 
has  indeed  been  declining  —  at  an  annual 
rate  of  nearly  150,000  for  the  past  five 
years.  The  decline  is  primarily  the  result 
of  fewer  persons  joining  the  church, 
however,  and  not  because  more  people 
are  leaving  it. 

That  is  one  of  several  major  findings  in 
an  investigation  by  TM/UMR  of  United 
Methodism’s  national  membership  sta¬ 
tistics  as  maintained  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA). 

Other  conclusions  drawn  from  our 
analysis  of  the  denomination’s  member¬ 
ship  gains  and  losses  over  the  past  15 
years  include: 

•  The  biggest  single  decline  has  been 
in  the  number  of  persons  received  into 
the  church  on  “confession  of  faith.” 

•  The  removal  of  more  “lost”  mem¬ 
bers  by  charge  conference  action  is  the 
second  largest  factor  in  the  decline. 

•  The  transfer  of  members  to  other 
denominations  is  a  relatively  insignifi¬ 
cant  factor  in  the  overall  decline. 

•  More  United  Methodists  are  dying 
today  than  a  decade  ago  --  an  indication 
that  our  membership  is  getting  older. 

•  The  only  way  that  the  number  of  new 
United  Methodist  members  might  be 
expected  to  surpass  the  number  of 
members  removed  by  death  and  charge 
conference  action  in  the  future  would  be 
by  a  dramatic  annual  increase  in  the 
number  of  persons  received  on  “confes¬ 
sion  of  faith.” 

Statistics  show  that  after  reaching  a 
peak  in  1965,  the  denomination’s  mem¬ 
bership  has  declined  every  year  since 
1966  --  except  for  1968  when  the  Methodist 

Joint  meeting  slated 


OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.  —  The 
National  American  Indian  Commitee 
(NAIC)  will  meet  March  7  and  8  with 
representatives  of  the  national  division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  to  question  a 
reshuffling  of  responsibilities  for  United 
Methodism’s  American  Indian 
Ministries. 

Meeting  here  in  late  December,  NAIC 
expressed  a  number  of  concerns  about  a 
proposed  change  in  the  people  who 
represent  them  at  the  national  division, 
and  requested  an  early  meeting  “for 
clarification”  with  associate  general 
secretary  Randolph  Nugent. 

Under  a  proposed  plan,  five 
jurisdictional  field  directors  would 
disburse  responsibilities  for  ethnic  and 
language  ministries  previously  held  by  a 
native  American,  the  Rev.  Homer  Noley, 
national  field  representative  —  a  move 
NAIC  fears  would  weaken  “the  Indian 
desk”  at  the  national  division  level, 
according  to  NAIC  chairman  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Roughface,  of  Ponca  City,  Okla. 

Furthermore,  if  the  jurisdictional  plan 
is  adopted,  the  committee  will  ask  to 
retain  the  services  of  Mr.  Noley,  a 
Choctaw  Indian,  in  the  South  Central 
jurisdiction,  which  has  the  largest  Indian 
constituency  in  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Rughface  told  TM/  UMR. 

Present  plans  call  for  Mr.  Noley's 


and  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
churches  merged  to  produce  a  total 
United  Methodist  membership  of  10.8 
million.  By  the  end  of  1973,  total 
membership  had  dropped  to  just  above  10 
million.  When  figures  for  1974  are 
completed  later  this  year,  it  is  likely  that 
America’s  second  largest  Protestant 
denomination  will  show  fewer  than  10 
million  members  on  its  rolls. 

Since  the  total  membership  figures 
started  showing  a  decline,  a  popular 
assumption  has  been  that  United  Method¬ 
ism  has  become  “too  liberal”  and  great 
numbers  of  members  have  left  to  join 
other  “stricter”  denominations.  Facts 
gathered  from  the  GCFA  statistics  do  not 
bear  this  out. 

Elsewhere  on  this  page  is  a  chart  which 
shows  how  many  new  members  the  UMC 
has  received  and  lost  during  each  of  the 
past  five  years.  Also  shown  is  the 
average  number  of  members  gained  and 
lost  during  the  period  of  1957-64  (ex¬ 
cluding  1960  from  which  records  are  in¬ 
complete)  when  the  Methodist  Church’s 
membership  was  growing  each  year. 

Primary  reason  for  decline: 
fewer  joining 

Comparisons  between  the  “growing 
years”  and  the  “declining  years”  reveal 
that  the  primary  difference  does  not  lie  in 


reassignment  to  the  Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  with  responsibility  for  the  Alaska 
National  Mission  work. 

“We  depend  on  Mr.  Noley  to  be  our 
advocate  with  the  national  division.  He 
knows  our  needs  and  concerns,”  Mr. 
Roughface  said.  “We  are  anxious  to  meet 
with  Mr.  Nugent  and  ask  him  to  explain 
the  change  and  listen  to  our  concerns.” 

In  a  phone  interview  with  TM/  UMR, 
Mr.  Nugent  said  a  division  of  respon¬ 
sibility  for  Indian  affairs  into  jurisdic¬ 
tions  will  strengthen,  not  weaken,  the 
Indian  cause  within  the  national  division. 
“The  new  structure  will  make  more 
people  available  who  are  responsive  to 
needs  in  specific  areas,”  he  said. 

In  other  business,  NAIC  called  for  the 
establishment  of  a  “unit  of  Indian 
ministries”  in  the  national  division,  and 
set  three  major  goals  for  reaching  more 
Indian  people  in  all  five  regions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church: 

The  goals  call  for  Indian-led  seminars 
for  Indians  on  developing  leadership; 
periodic  briefings  from  and  with 
members  on  national  boards,  agencies 
and  commissions;  and  a  thorough  review 
of  the  “input  and  follow-through”  of  all 
national  meetings  and  consultations 
involving  ethnics.  “We  will  review  such 
consultation  and  determine  if  such 
meetings  are  worth  our  time  and  effort  to 
participate,”  the  NAIC  ruled. 


the  number  of  persons  leaving  the 
church,  but  in  a  much  smaller  number 
joining  it.  From  1957-64,  the  average 
number  removed  from  the 
denomination’s  rolls  each  year  was 
619,011;  the  annual  average  removed 
from  1969-73  was  636,324,  an  increase  of 
only  17,313  annually. 

By  contrast,  the  average  number  of 
persons  joining  the  denomination  each 
year  from  1957-64  was  728,331;  from  1969- 
73,  the  average  number  of  new  members 
each  year  dropped  to  491,294  —  an  annual 
decrease  of  more  than  237,000. 

The  largest  single  decline  is  in  the 
“Confessions  of  faith  and  restored” 
category.  Between  1957  and  1964,  an 
annual  average  of  more  than  350,000 
persons  joined  the  Methodist  Church  in 
this  fashion.  Between  1969  and  1974,  an 
annual  average  of  213,484  joined  on 
professions  of  faith  —  a  whopping  annual 
decrease  of  137,000. 

Although  the  GCFA  statistics  do  not 
explain  why  this  number  has  decreased 
so  dramatically,  it  is  likely  for  a  variety 
of  reasons,  among  them:  (1)  a  lower 
priority  given  to  evangelism  and 
membership  recruitment  across  the 
denomination;  (2)  a  significant 
denomination-wide  decline  in  emphasis 
on  the  Sunday  School,  from  which  a 
majority  of  new  commitments  come;  (3) 
an  end  to  the  post-World  War  II  baby 
boom;  (4)  disenchantment  among  one 
segment  of  society  with  the  UMC’s  dual 
emphasis  on  personal  faith  and  social 
action;  and  (5)  disenchantment  with 
church  membership  in  general  among 
another  segment  of  society  as  a  result  of 
secularization. 

Transfers  down  with  little  effect 

United  Methodism  also  received  an 
average  of  nearly  100,000  fewer  members 
each  year  by  transfer  from  1969-73  than 
from  1957-64.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
it  lost  nearly  80,000  fewer  members  each 
year  by  transfer.  Hence,  an  annual  net 
difference  of  only  about  20,000  fewer 
transferred  “in”  than  “out”  during  the 
more  recent  period. 

Significantly,  the  UMC  has  in  no  year 
experienced  more  transfers  “out”  than 
“in.”  During  the  1969-73  period,  the 
denomination  received  an  annual 
average  of  nearly  20,000  more  transfers 
“in”  than  “out."  This  compares  with  an 
annual  average  of  43,000  more  transfers 
“in”  than  “out.”  during  the  “growing 
years”  of  1957-64. 

Until  1971,  no  numerical  breakdown 
between  “transfers  to  other  United 
Methodist  Churches”  and  “transfers  to 
other  denominations”  was  maintained. 
As  the  smaller  chart  on  this  page  shows, 
however,  the  number  of  members 
transferring  from  one  UM  congregation 
to  another  far  exceeded  the  number  of 
transfers  to  other  denominations  during 
1971,  1972,  and  1973. 

In  all  likelihood,  the  number  in  the 
latter  category  is  considerably  higher 
than  the  GCFA  statistics  show  because 
many  denominations  do  not  provide 
notifications  of  transfer  when  receiving 
members  from  the  UMC.  Even  so,  it 
seems  clear  that  the  much  ballyhooed 
“exodus”  of  United  Methodists  to  other 
denominations  has  been  vastly  overrated 
as  a  cause  of  the  denomination’s  overall 
membership  decline. 

Large  increase  in  removals 
by  charge  conference  action 
Our  investigation  shows  that  the 
largest  single  “exodus”  of  members  has 
occurred  under  the  category  “removed 
by  charge  conference  action  or  with¬ 
drawn,”  with  the  vast  majority  of  these 


resulting  from  charge  conference  ac¬ 
tions.  During  the  “growing  years”  of 
1957-64,  an  annual  average  of  182,655 
members  were  dropped  from  the  rolls  by 
this  procedure.  During  the  “declining 
years”  of  1969-73,  an  annual  average  of 
259,914  were  dropped  —  an  increase  of 
more  than  77,000  annually.  Such  an  in¬ 
crease  could  be  caused  either  by  a  larger 
number  of  inactive  or  “lost”  members, 
or  by  an  increased  emphasis  on 
"cleaning  up  the  rolls.” 

The  latter  seems  more  plausible. 
During  the  “growing  years,”  there  was 
much  more  emphasis  across  the  church 
on  showing  annual  membership  in¬ 
creases  than  on  purging  the  rolls  of 
“lost”  members.  More  recently,  the 
emphasis  has  shifted  in  many  instances 
to  bringing  the  rolls  up  to  date— particu¬ 
larly  since  financial  apportionments  for 
local  churches  are  now  figured  at  least 
partially  on  the  basis  of  membership  in 
most  annual  conferences.  We  know  of  a 
sizeable  number  of  local  churches  which 
have  brought  their  rolls  up  to  date  during 
the  past  five  years  by  dropping  several 
hundred  “lost”  members  through  charge 
conference  action;  in  more  than  a  few 
instances,  members  who  were  “lost” 
during  the  “growing  years”  were  not 
removed  until  the  “declining  years”  set 
in.  Although  unproveable,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  a  number  of  church  leaders 
that  United  Methodist  membership  rolls 
are  generally  more  “honest”  today  than 
they  were  a  decade  ago. 

Our  membership  is  aging 
Finally,  our  analysis  shows  that, 
despite  an  increased  life  expectancy 
among  Americans,  more  United 
Methodist  members  are  dying  today  than 
was  the  case  a  decade  ago.  This  suggests 
that  our  membership  is  getting  older.  An 
annual  average  of  15,371  more  members 
were  removed  by  death  during  the  1969- 
73  period  than  from  1957-64. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  our  investigation 
both  reconfirms  what  was  already  known 
-  that  United  Methodism’s  membership 
has  declined  significantly  during  the  past 
five  years  —  and  shows  the  decline  to  be 
for  reasons  other  than  those  which  are 
popularly  espoused.  If  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  leaders  and  remaining  members 
hope  to  reverse  the  decline,  it  is 
important  that  they  know  and  relate  to  its 
real  causes  rather  than  responding  to 
unverified  -  and  often  inaccurate  - 
assumptions. 

Few  ‘decisions’  for 
Christ  after  age  21 

MONONGAHELA,  Pa.  (EP)  — 
According  to  Evangelist  Harry  Trover, 
the  probability  of  receiving  Christ 
beyond  the  age  of  21  is  very  slim. 

In  evangelistic  services  here,  the 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  preacher  said 
he  has  polled  literally  hundreds  of 
audiences  over  the  past  17  years  of  his 
ministry  in  all  parts  of  the  nation.  A  poll 
taken  at  First  Baptist  Church  here 
showed  on  a  scale  of  one  to  100,  ap¬ 
proximately  95  per  cent  of  first-time 
decisions  for  Christ  are  made  before  the 
age  of  21.  From  ages  21  to  35  only  about 
three  per  cent  make  decisions.  From 
ages  35  to  50,  one  per  cent  decide  to  follow 
Christ  and  only  one  in  a  hundred  come  to 
Christ  after  passing  the  half-century 
mark. 

Mr.  Trover  said  that  these  figures  are 
more  or  less  accurate  and  agree  with  his 
findings  on  a  national  basis. 
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Albert  Schweitzer  centennial  observed 

Jan.  14  marks  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  famed  humanitarian  Albert 
Schweitzer.  The  German-born  doctor  is  remembered  for  his  dedication  to  helping 
others  and  for  his  musical,  literary,  medical  and  theological  pursuits.  To  com¬ 
memorate  the  Schweitzer  Centenary,  the  Albert  Schweitzer  Fellowship  of  New  York 
City  will  conduct  groundbreaking  ceremonies  in  Lamberene,  Africa,  site  of  a  new 
surgical  ward  for  the  Albert  Schweitzer  Hospital.  The  fellowship  also  is  honoring  Dr. 
Schweitzer  by  encouraging  individuals  and  organizations  to  celebrate  the  centenary 
by  donating  funds  and  service  to  hospitals  and  other  social  efforts. 


Classified 

Rata:  15c  per  word.  flgura  or  Initial  per  tn- 
Mrtlon.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver  lain g  or  when  otherwtae  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

PIPE  ORGAN:  Woodbury  3  manual,  all  In¬ 
terior  leathers  recently  replaced.  Splendid 
Instrument  available  because  of  church 
merger.  Rev.  D.  Williams.  210  Harvard  St.. 
Brookline.  Mass.  02146.  (617)-277-8880. 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  pmltlve. 
quality,  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  la  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  coat.  Your  only  rmponalbUlty 
la  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodtel  Hour. 

}  P.O.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  33801 

OVER  82  AND  HEALTHY T  Retire  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com- 
preheoslve  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator.  Foreat  Hill  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  83950,  (408)-37&-M26. 

A  beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  $2.50  poet  paid.  Elizabeth's 

Gift  House.  P.  O.  Box  2S351.  Houston.  Texas 

77006. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
bring  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave  j  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-dr  Inkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 

UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR  of 
England  (Including  Belgium  and  Holland) 
from  Dalla .  April  7.  $629.  Brochure  from:  Bob 
Sanders.  Box  793,  Winters.  Texas  79987. 

1  provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 

contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  llU  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  78708. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BfclAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (817)  MIS-9203  Keene,  Texas  74057 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialise  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation,  contact:  Randall’s  Upholstery.  408 

S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3680.  1 

UM  American  Indian 
Ministries  challenged 


Youth  desire  dialogue 


U.M.  council  reviews  issues:  sex ,  peace, hunger 
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NASHVILLE,  TN.  (UMC)  —  Under 
fire  from  across  the  church  for  its  recent 
stands  on  homosexuality,  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
(UMCYM)  issued  a  700-word  statement 
here  January  1  welcoming  further 
dialogue  and  debate  in  a  spirit  of 
“mutual  respect”  and  called  upon  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  of  the 
denomination  to  “immediately  face 
‘head  on’  the  seriousness  of  dealing  with 
human  sexuality  concepts  and  issues 
within  the  life  of  the  church  and  society.” 

The  Council  on  Ministries  is  being 
asked  by  UMCYM  to  “initiate  immediate 
consideration  of  a  human  sexuality  study 
as  an  emphasis  for  a  mandated  General 
Conference  1976  quadrennial  educational 
task  by  all  United  Methodist  persons, 
groups,  boards,  and  agencies,  including 
presentations  from  scripture,  tradition, 
experience,  and'  reason  in  the  finest 
Wesleyan  manner  of  education.” 

The  30-member  council,  20  of  whom  are 
youth,  approved  the  resolution 
unanimously.  Several  of  the  members 
were  not  present  when  the  vote  was 
taken,  however.  Ms.  Bea  Jones,  a  fresh¬ 
man  at  Duke  University,  is  chairperson 
of  the  Council. 

The  Council  has  been  hotly  criticized, 
particularly  by  the  Good  News 
evangelical  caucus,  for  its  stands  on 


homosexuality  released  early  in  1974. 
Those  stands  included  one  statement 
asking  that  the  hiring  policy  of  the 
UMCYM  staff  not  discriminate  in  regard 
to  sexual  orientation  and  urging  other 
church  agencies  to  follow  suit;  and 
another  statement  declaring  that 
homosexuality  should  not  be  a  bar  to  the 
ordained  ministry  and  should  not,  in 
itself  be  considered  synonymous  with 
immorality. 

“We  have  grown  to  understand,  partly 
due  to  the  initial  and  varied  response  that 
has  already  surfaced  to  our  statements, 
that  an  awesome  task  of  constituency 
education  is  before  the  entire  church  if 
any  rational  and  comprehensive 
Christian  legislation  is  going  to  be 
prepared  within  the  church,  as  well  as  in 
society  regarding  the  whole  area  of 
human  sexuality  —  including  such 
concepts  and  issues  as  sexual  orien¬ 
tation,  the  family,  marriage,  racism, 
homophobia,  and  sexism,”  the  statement 
said.  To  initiate  such  an  educational 
program  the  Council  voted  to  sponsor  a 
short,  but  comprehensive  seminar  on  the 
concepts  of  human  sexuality  with  an 
emphasis  on  sexual  orientation  at  its 
summer  meeting.  The  Council  asked  that 
the  seminar  purposefully  include 
presentations  from  a  variety  of 
viewpoints. 


Youth  Council  faces 
1975  budget  squeeze 


NASHVILLE,  TN.  (UMC)  - 
Anticipating  a  continuing  decline  in 
financial  support,  the  United  Methtdist 
Council  on  Youth  Ministry  (UMCYM) 
tightened  its  budgetary  belt  during  its 
semi-annual  meeting  here  December  28- 
January  1  and  dismissed  half  of  its  six- 
member  staff. 

In  closed  sessions  which  lasted  most  of 
one  day,  the  30-member  Council 
struggled  with  the  implications  of  a 
projected  budget  of  $83,000  for  1975 
representing  a  drop  from  $114,000  in  1974. 

The  Council  receives  its  financial 
support  from  the  Youth  Service  Fund 
raised  by  youth  from  across  the 
denomination.  The  annual  conferences 
keep  70  per  cent  of  money  raised  for  their 
own  programs  and  projects  while  the 
national  body  receives  the  remaining  30 
per  cent. 

Resigning  from  the  Washington,  D.  C., 
Legislative  Affairs  Program  staff  was 
Sharon  Fishburn,  Denver,  Colo.,  who 
joined  the  staff  last  summer.  Continuing 


in  Washington  will  be  David  Nieto  who  is 
serving  in  his  second  year. 

Released  from  the  Nashville  office 
were  Gwhen  Myers,  San  Francisco, 
Calif.,  and  Pat  McGowan,  Stockton, 
Calif.,  both  of  whom  joined  the  staff  last 
summer.  Remaining  in  Nashville  will  be 
Charlto  Saldano  and  Francis  Sharp. 

Since  UMCYM  was  established  by  the 
1970  General  Conference,  the  Council  has 
employed  on  a  subsistence  basis  full-time 
youth  staff  members  for  one  and  two 
year  terms. 

The  1975  budget  of  the  Council  calls  for 
approximately  50  per  cent  of  the  income 
to  go  to  administration  including  the  cost 
of  two  meetings  of  the  30-member 
Council;  25  per  cent  of  staff  salaries, 
housing  and  travel;  and  25  per  cent  for 
project  funding.  The  Council  approved  an 
emergency  grant  of  $700  for  an  event  in 
the  Rio  Grande  (Spanish-speaking) 
Conference  to  recruit  and  train  30  youth 
workers. 


In  a  section  of  the  resolution,  entitled 
“Listening”,  the  Council  said  it  was  not 
suggesting  that  a  quadrennial 
educational  study  of  human  sexuality 
would  prove  the  Council’s  statements  on 
life-styles  and  sexual  orientation  correct. 
“We  do  suggest  that  every  person  and 
group  within  the  church,  including 
ourselves,  must  do  a  great  deal  of  open- 
minded  listening  if  we  are  to  bring 
sexually  related  oppression  and 
dehumanization  erf  every  variety  to  an 
end  both  in  church  and  society.” 

In  conclusion,  the  statement  said,  the 
Council  believes  that  “the  ‘good  news’  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  continually  and  con¬ 
stantly  being  revealed  to  us  by  the 
dynamic  action  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our 
personal  and  corporate  lives.  Every 
statement  made  herein  carries  the 
sincere  desire  to  honor  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  author  of  our  actions.” 

The  resolution  was  drafted  by  a  special 
task  force  of  the  council  chaired  by  the 
Rev.  Bill  Barney,  Lyndonville,  Vt.  Other 
members  of  the  task  force  were  Beth 
Capen,  Stone  Ridge,  N.  Y.;  Regina 
Johnson,  Macon,  Ga.;  the  Rev.  Jimmy 
Bass,  Nashville;  and  the  Rev.  James 
Taylor,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

In  other  action,  the  Council  formed  a 
task  force  to  study  effective  ways  United 
Methodist  Youth  can  make  an  impact  on 
the  world  hunger  issue,  and  adopted  a 
resolution  supporting  missionaries  and 
indigenous  Christians  in  South  Korea 
who  are  opposing  the  regime  of  President 
Park  Chung  Hee. 

A  major  block  of  time  during  the  five- 
day  meeting  was  devoted  to  the  Bishops’ 
Call  for  Peace  and  the  Self-Development 
of  Peoples.  The  Rev.  Michael  McIntyre, 
the  first  youth  associate  of  the  former 
Methodist  Youth  Fund  who  is  now  the 
staff  member  of  the  Bishops’  Call  em¬ 
phasis,  said  the  church  is  no  longer 
“buying”  the  “indignation  and  denun¬ 
ciation”  model  used  by  some  church 
groups  to  sensitize  persons  to  social 
concerns. 

Mr.  McIntyre  said  too  much  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  myth  or  mystique 
that  the  church  is  a  powerful  institution 
which  radically  threatens  or  influences 
other  institutions  of  society  such  as 
government. 

“We  have  overlooked  the  value  of 
constituency  education  on  a  sustained 
basis,”  he  said,  declaring  that  United 
Methodist  Women  has  been  the  only 
group  in  the  church  to  use  that  model 
effectively. 


Jockey  to  give  up  racing 
to  become  an  evangelist 


MIAMI  (RNS)  —  Since  he  was  a  boy, 
Glen  Brogan  always  wanted  to  be  either 
a  preacher  or  a  jockey.  Now  it  looks  as 
though  he’ll  be  both. 

Horse  racing  fans  know  that  Mr. 
Brogan  has  already  fulfilled  his  second 
goal.  He  has  booted  home  enough  horses 
to  victory  to  rank  fifth  among  all  jockeys 
for  the  year. 

Through  the  assistance  of  the  Rev.  Cliff 
Hoolsema,  chaplain  at  Calder  Race 
Track,  Mr.  Brogan  is  planning  to  be 
ordained  soon  by  a  local  church.  And  he 
plans  to  be  a  full-time  evangelist  when  he 
hangs  up  his  whip  and  spurs. 

Although  the  famed  jockey  grew  up  in 
a  Baptist  church  in  Detroit,  he  had 
generally  neglected  his  faith  until  three 
years  ago  when,  he  says: 

“I  became  dissatisfied  with  my  life.  I 
had  been  making  a  lot  of  money  and  was 
putting  that,  the  glamor  of  the  race 
world,  and  my  family  ahead  of  the  Lord 
and  realized  that  I  was  headed  for  hell. 
So  I  made  a  decision  for  Christ.” 

How  has  his  religious  commitment 
affected  the  27-year-old  father  of  two 
girls?  “I’m  a  better  person,  so  I’m  a 
better  rider,”  he  says.  “I  have  a  better 
attitude.  I  have  no  more  fights  with  other 
jockeys  and  I’m  able  to  talk  things  out 
because  I  have  the  Bible  to  help  me.” 

Mr.  Brogan  has  a  reply  for  people  who 


would  question  the  propriety  of  a 
Christian’s  being  involved  with  horse 
racing.  “No  matter  what  job  you  are  in, 
you’ll  find  people  who  are  sinful,”  he 
points  out.  “Race  tracks  are  not  bad 
places.  Everything  people  hear  about 
race  tracks  is  bad,  but  they  don’t  hear  the 
good  things.” 

Although  the  jockey  doesn’t  smoke, 
drink  or  bet,  neither  does  he  preach  to 
people  at  the  tracks.  “I  bring  up  the  Lord 
every  once  in  a  while,”  he  acknowledges, 
adding,  “not  to  condemn  anyone,  but  just 
to  say  what  He  has  done  for  me.” 
Because  of  this  quiet  testimony,  Mr. 
Brogan  relates,  “  lot  of  them  come  to  me 
privately  with  their  problems  and  I  talk 
to  them  about  the  Word  of  God.” 

Poem  of  the  Week 

Thesis 

By  WILLIAM  WALTER  DEBOLT 
Death  is  not  a  period 
bringing  the  sentence  of  life  to 
a  close 

like  the  spilling  of  a  moment 
or  the  dissolution  of  an  hour. 

Death  is  a  useful  comma 
which  punctuates,  and  labors  to 
convince 

of  more  to  follow. 


Lay  people 
are  a  growing 
presence 
in  the  life 
of  the  Church. 
They  have 
always  been 
a  major  focus 
in  the  life  of 
Scarritt  College. 


A  Major  Focus 

AT  SCARRITT  COLLEGE 

Scarritt  offers  competency  based  Bachelors  and  Masters  degrees  for 
Christian  Educators.  Social  Service  Workers.  Teachers.  Church  and 
Community  Workers,  and  Pastors.  These  degrees  are  geared  toward 
self  discovery  and  skill  training 

An  open  faculty  and  student  directed  educational  styles  at  Scarritt 
and  in  the  five  school  University  Center  offer  unique  preparation  for 
church  and  service  vocations 

An  ongoing  need  of  the  Church  for  information  and  change  is  met  by 
specialized  programming  of  Scarritt' s  Center  of  Continuing  Educa¬ 
tion  and  by  advocacy  for  the  new  role  of  church  women  at  Scarritt  s 
Center  of  Women  s  Studies  Write.  Admissions 

SCARRITT  COLLEGE  FOR  CHRISTIAN  WORKERS 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 


United  Methodist  6 Maria 9 


DALLAS  —  Jane  Jayroe,  a  United  Methodist  who  reigned  as 
Miss  America  in  1967,  sings  the  lead  role  in  Maria  in  a  dinner 
theater  production  of  the  ever-popular  "Sound  of  Music.”  She 


loves  this  musical,  she  said,  “because  the  von  Trapp  family’s 
courage  and  trust  in  God  is  itself  a  testimony.” 

PHOTO  COURTESY  CRYSTAL  THEATER 


Former  Miss  America  sings  her 
faith  across  stage  and  church 


* 


today 


no 


or 


JOHNSON  CITY,  Tn.  —  This  banner  by 
Mrs.  Sam  Varnell  hangs  on  the  wall  of 
the  office  of  the  United  Methodist  Holston 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  here. 
The  quote  from  which  the  banner  was 
made  comes  from  former  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Paul  B.  Kern. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Holston  Conference 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Ask  former  Miss  America  Jane  Jayroe 
about  her  real-life  “Favorite  Things”  — 
which  she  sings  about  frequently  these 
days  as  Maria  in  “The  Sound  of  Music” 
—  and  her  answer  may  surprise  you: 
she’s  found  a  new  way  to  witness  to  her 
Christian  faith. 

A  lifelong  United  Methodist  and  a 
member  of  Christ  UMC,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  the 
1967  beauty-queen-turned-actress  now 
has  a  new  role  to  play  in  local  churches 
across  the  country,  where  she  is  en¬ 
tertaining  and  sharing  her  “excitement 
about  Christianity.” 

As  a  member  of  Fishers  of  Men,  a  non¬ 
profit  ecumenical  agency  which  provides 
well-known  stage  and  sports  per¬ 
sonalities  for  church  programs,  Jane 
says  she  hopes  to  grow  in  this  new  role. 
“Being  a  Christian  is  a  growing  process. 
So  is  witnessing,”  she  says. 

Fishers  of  Men,  she  told  TM/  UMR, 
makes  it  easier  for  performers  who 
welcome  the  chance  to  witness,  by 
handling  all  the  booking  and  scheduling. 
The  agency,  headed  by  singer  Anita 
Bryant’s  husband,  Bob  Green,  began  in 
response  to  the  many  requests  Miss 
Bryant  received  to  appear  in  churches. 

Jane  says  her  performance  in  churches 
is  pretty  informal. 

“I  just  sing  some  songs,  then  talk  about 
growing  up  in  a  Christian  home  (which  is 
the  happiest  kind  of  childhood)  and  the 
process  of  making  a  mature  decision  to 
commit  one’s  life  to  God.” 

This  kind  of  witness  may  be  new  for 
Jane,  but  her  commitment  isn’t.  She  says 
she  was  lucky  to  grow  up  in  two  very 
small  towns  —  Sentinel  and  Laverne  —  in 
Oklahoma,  where  “the  church  was 
central.” 

“I  grew  up  on  Bible  School  and  MYF 
and,  of  course,  the  church  choirs,  where  I 
had  my  first  opportunity  to  sing.” 

Her  most  recent  professional  singing 
was  at  a  dinner  theater  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
where  she  played  the  role  of  Maria  for 
the  first  time,  while  her  lawyer  husband, 
Paul  H.  Peterson,  was  on  a  study  grant  at 
Southern  Methodist  University. 

“I  love  ‘The  Sound  of  Music’,”  she 


‘Encyclopedia  of  World 
Methodism’  is  completed 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 

When  nearly  1200  Methodist  historians 
combine  their  talents  in  a  single  project 
for  nearly  ten  years,  something  unusual 
ought  to  result.  And  it  has:  the  new 
Encyclopedia  of  World  Methodism,  just 
released  by  Abingdon  Press  in  two 
volumes  containing  2,814  pages.  No 
comparable  volume  has  been  issued  for 
almost  a  century. 

Most  of  the  contents  consist  of  sketches 
of  personalities  who  have  helped  make 
Methodist  history  around  the  world. 
Another  sizable  portion  deals  with  the 
educational  and  benevolent  institutions 
the  church  has  created  across  the  years. 
Still  another  describes  Methodist  doc¬ 
trine. 

Personalities  included  are  the  bishops, 
college  and  university  presidents,  and 
leaders  who  have  served  the  church  at 
large.  Outstanding  pulpiteers  are  also 
included,  but  in  the  main  living  persons 
are  not  listed  in  the  encyclopedia  (one 
potential  candidate  for  inclusion  com¬ 
mented  that  one’s  death  was  a  pretty 
high  price  to  pay  for  the  honor). 

The  project  was  launched  some  ten 
years  or  more  ago  by  the  late  Dr.  Elmer 
T.  Clark.  Among  Methodist  historians  on 
the  editorial  board  are  Dr.  Frederick  N. 
Norwood  of  Garrett  Seminary,  Dr.  Frank 
Baker  of  Duke  Divinity  School,  and  Dr. 
Robert  J.  Bull  of  Drew  Seminary.  Four 
bishops  have  been  on  the  board:  Fred  P. 


says,  “because  the  von  Trapp’s  courage 
and  trust  in  God  is  itself  a  testimony. 
They  had  so  much,  yet  could  choose  to 
give  it  all  up  because  they  had  faith.” 
Jane  has  also  starred  with  the  Lyric 

The  Holy  Bible 


Theatre  of  Oklahoma,  the  Tulsa  Little 
Theatre,  and  most  recently  as  Laurie  in 
“Oklahoma,”  the  premiere  production  at 
the  Lincoln  Plaza  Dinner  Theatre  in 
Oklahoma  City. 


6 Most  banned  book 
displayed  in  public 


Corson,  F.  Gerald  Ensley,  T.  Otto  Nall, 
and  Odd  Hagen. 

Stories  are  included  of  local  churches 
that  have  over  2,000  members,  and  of 
Methodism  in  cities  of  over  100,000 
population.  The  beginnings  of  Methodism 
in  each  state  of  the  United  States  is 
recounted.  There  is  a  brief  resume  of 
each  General  Conference  of  the  branches 
that  now  make  up  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  There  are  authoritative  articles 
on  the  Wesley  Family,  by  Dr.  Maldwyn 
Edwards,  Methodist  rites  and  ritual 
(explained  by  Bishop  Nolan  B.  Harmon) 
the  Methodist  episcopacy,  and  other 
important  aspects  of  Methodist  life  and 
thought.  Nearly  a  dozen  of  the  large 
pages  are  used  to  carry  a  comprehensive 
thumb-nail  history  of  Methodism  in  the 
United  States. 

As  a  part  of  the  appendices  there  is 
found  a  World  Methodist  history 
chronology  (prepared  by  Dr.  Frank 
Baker),  a  list  of  all  biships  and 
presidents  of  non-episcopal  branches,  a 
table  of  Methodist  and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  conferences  in  the 
United  States,  statistical  data  and  names 
of  presidents  of  educational  institutions, 
names  of  Book  Agents,  Publishing 
Agents,  and  editors,  several  specialized 
bibliographies,  and  an  Index. 

The  two  volume  set  is  priced  at  $89.50. 

[Dr.  Vernon  served  as  an  associate 
editor  of  the  work,  and  is  chairman  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  commission 
on  Archives  and  History.] 


CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  (RNS)  —  It  has 
been  banned  throughout  history  more 
frequently  than  any  other  book. 

The  Bible  was  the  central  item  on 
display  as  part  of  an  exhibit  on  book 
banning  at  the  Drain-Jordan  Library  at 
West  Virginia  State  College  here. 

Organized  under  the  theme,  “Give 
Thanks  for  the  Right  to  Read,”  the 
display  took  on  special  significance  as  it 
took  place  during  the  West  Virginia 
textbook  controversy,  which  has  cen¬ 
tered  on  the  attempts  of  parents  and 
fundamentalist  ministers  to  have  certain 
books  banned  from  the  public  schools. 

According  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Scobell, 
circulations  librarian  at  the  state  college, 
the  earlest  record  of  banning  the  Bible 
was  in  Rome  in  553.  Most  recently,  she 
said,  it  was  banned  in  the  Soviet  Union  in 
1956. 

“From  time  to  time  we’ve  done 
displays  on  book  censorship,”  Mrs. 

Help  is  asked 
for  missionary 
letter  sending 

NEW  YORK  —  For  many  years,  the 
Office  of  Missionary  Letters  provided  a 
service  to  the  missionaries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  to  the  church  as  a 
whole.  Missionaries  sent  to  the  office  in 
New  York  three  letters  a  year,  telling  of 
their  work  and  the  work  of  the  church  in 
their  area.  The  letters  were  duplicated 
and  mailed  out  to  the  churches  and  in¬ 
dividuals  on  the  missionary’s  mailing 
list. 

The  Office  of  Missionary  Letters  now 
faces  a  budget  crisis  as  of  January  1, 
1975.  Increases  in  the  cost  of  labor, 
materials  and  postage  make  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  some  new  way  be  found  to 
continue  this  service  which  has  proven  to 
be  one  of  the  most  effective  means  of 
keeping  the  churches  in  America  in¬ 
formed. 

There  are  now  a  number  of 
missionaries  for  whom  local  churches  in 
the  States  address,  fold,  stuff,  stamp  and 
mail  letters.  This  method  is  less  ex¬ 
pensive,  since  volunteers  replace  pur¬ 
chased  services  and  the  letters  can  be 
sent  out  on  the  church  mailing  permits, 
an  economy  not  available  to  the  New 
York  Office. 

Opportunities  are  available  for  more 
churches  to  become  involved  in  such  a 
mission  program.  The  Office  of  Mis¬ 
sionary  Letters  will  put  such  church¬ 
es  in  contact  with  specific  missionaries, 
and  the  missionary’s  mailing  list  will  be 
given  to  the  church.  The  missionaries 
will  continue  to  send  their  letters  to  the 
Office  of  Missionary  Letters,  as  in  the 
past,  to  be  duplicated.  They  will  then  be 
sent  in  bulk  to  the  churches  where  they 
will  be  stuffed  and  mailed. 

It  is  urged  that  interested  churches 
contact  the  Office  of  Missionary  Letters, 
Room  1304,  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive. 
New  York,  NY  10027,  for  additional  in¬ 
formation. 


Scobell  commented.  “We  hadn’t  done  one 
for  about  six  years.  We  decided  to  do  it 
this  year  because  of  the  book  con¬ 
troversies  in  Kanawha  County  and 
throughout  the  country.” 

Boston  still  holds  the  record  for  the 
most  book  bannings  of  any  U.S.  city,  Mrs. 
Scobell  said.  “In  the  U.S.  there  isn’t 
another  are  more  touchy  than  Boston,” 
she  acknowledged.  “However,  the  Soviet 
Union  has  suppressed  many  books  — 
especially  books  by  Russian  authors  who 
tell  what  life  is  like  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain.” 

As  a  sidelight,  the  librarian  reported 
that  in  planning  the  display  her  staff 
“found  it  interesting  that  things  such  as 
Modern  Romances  or  True  Story  (two 
contemporary  magazines)  have  never 
been  banned." 

But  among  those  modern  periodicals 
that  have  been  banned  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  have  been  Today’s  Health 
(for  carrying  pictures  of  the  birth  of  a 
baby),  National  Geographic  (for  “lewd 
pictures”)  and  Ebony  (for  being  “anti- 
American”). 

“It’s  interesting  to  note  how  many 
banned  authors  have  won  Nobel  Prizes,” 
Mrs.  Scobell  said,  citing  Ernest 
Hemingway,  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn  and 
Boris  Pasternak  as  examples. 

Other  books  in  the  display  included 
John  Milton’s  Paradise  Lost,  Mark 
Twain’s  Huckleberry  Finn  and  The 
Adventures  of  Tom  Sawyer,  Erich  Maria 
Remarque’s  All  Quiet  on  the  Western 
Front,  James  Jones’  From  Here  to 
Eternity,  and  MacKinlay  Kantor’s 
Andersonville. 

And  one  volume  that  is  well  known  to 
fundamentalists:  Charles  Darwin’s 
Origin  of  the  Species. 
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LUM  Kickoff  is  here 


The  campaign  for  subscriptions  to  the 
LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 
begins  this  Sunday,  January  19  and  will 
extend  through  February  14.  A  goal  of 
12,000  has  been  set. 

All  material  concerning  subscriptions, 
envelopes,  lists  of  current  members,  and 
data  about  the  newspaper  has  been 
mailed  to  each  church.  Also  sent  to  each 
church  is  the  “reasonable  goal”  for 
number  of  subscriptions.  Pastors  will 
give  their  weekly  progress  report  of 
subscriptions  to  the  respective  district 
superintendents.  Goals  for  churches 
have  been  calculated  on  approximately 
10-11  per  cent  of  membership.  It  is  hoped 
that  many  churfches  will  exceed  this 
percentage. 

The  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST  is  the  Conference  news 
organ,  published  by  the  Conference  for 
its  members.  Currently  there  are  ap¬ 
proximately  9,000  subscriptions,  not 
including  the  local  church  editions. 
Policy  of  the  newspaper  is  set  by  a  Board 
of  Commissioners,  made  up  of  laity  and 
clergy,  who  meet  regularly  to  review  the 
content,  evaluate  reader  opinion,  and 
discuss  means  of  making  the  newspaper 
an  even  more  effective  means  of  telling 
the  story  of  Louisiana  United  Methodism. 

The  front  page  of  the  newspaper  is 
edited  in  the  Offices  of  the  Bishop  and  the 
Area  Provost,  on  a  weekly  basis.  This 
page  is  allocated  to  Louisiana,  and  the 
remaining  pages,  carrying  editorial  and 
news  comment,  are  furnished  by  the 
Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  the  publisher. 

Two  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  LUM 
recently  made  comments  concerning  the 
paper,  which  we  pass  on  to  our  readers. 

From  the  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris: 

St.  Peter  Church 
celebrates  anniversary 


Walter  Barabin,  Pastor  of  St.  Peter 
Church.  \ 


The  St.  Peter  Church.  Jeanerette, 
celebrated  its  103rd  year  of  service  last 
November.  As  it  enters  its  second  cen¬ 
tury  of  service,  plans  are  underway  for 
“giving  the  church  a  new  look  in  the  near 
future.” 

A  special  program  observing  the  103rd 
Anniversary  was  held  in  the  church,  with 
Mrs.  Alice  Evans  serving  as  chairperson 
and  Hammon  Johnson,  lay  leader  ser¬ 
ving  as  co-chairperson.  The  Rev.  Walter 
Barabin  is  pastor. 

First  Church,  Slidell 
launches  Church-wide 
School  of  Mission 


“.  .  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
has  great  merit  as  a  facilitator  of 
Episcopal  Communication  with  minis¬ 
ters,  laity,  and  institutions  across  the 
Conference.  It  affords  a  regular,  simul¬ 
taneous,  and  economic  means  of  hear¬ 
ing  from  the  episcopal  leader  ...  It 
is  an  informer  and  reminder  of  our 
connectionalism  and  universality.  .  .  . 
The  (LUM)  keeps  before  us  our  con- 
nectional  and  universal  concerns.  It  lets 
us  know  how  each  local  church  relates  to 
the  whole  picture ...  It  is  a  print-picture 
medium  .  .  .  maintains  an  appropriate 
balance  between  print  and  picture  ...  I 
concede  that  a  picture  is  sometimes 
‘worth  more  than  a  thousand  words.’  " 

From  the  Rev.  George  Duerson: 

“The  only  way  to  responsibly  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  life  of  the  church  is  to  know 
what’s  going  on  .  .  .  After  all,  we  cannot 
deal  effectively  with  controversial 
matters  by  pretending  they  don’t  exist. 
Even  more  importantly,  we  need  to  be 
aware  of  the  positive  contributions  our 
church  is  making  toward  increasing  the 
love  of  God  and  neighbor  in  our  com¬ 
munity  and  world. 

“.  .  .  The  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST  offers  the  best  source  of 
information  available  for  what’s  hap¬ 
pening  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  It 
is  a  well-edited  and  comprehensive 
picture  of  the  church  on  the  annual 
conference  and  national  level.  We  .  .  . 
need  more  conference  coverage,  but  that 
can  be  remedied  by  having  more  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  provide  funds  for  an  ad¬ 
ditional  page  ...  I  urge  you  to  be  an 
informed  United  Methodist  by  sub¬ 
scribing  to  the  LUM  and  encouraging 
others  to  do  likewise.  The  subscription 
price  is  the  best  bargain  for  a  quality 
paper  I  know  ...” 

Subscription  rates 
announced  for 

audio-visual  library 

■ 

The  Conference  COM  office  in 
-Shreveport  announces  that  the  Con¬ 
ference  Audio-Visual  Library  will  be 
funded  through  membership  fees  from 
local  churches.  The  policy  was  effective 
on  January  1. 

Fees  are  based  on  membership  size. 
For  churches  with  up  to  199  members, 
the  subscription  rate  is  $5  annually.  The 
rate  for  churches  with  a  membership 
between  200  and  499,  is  $10;  for  churches 
of  500-999,  the  fee  is  $15;  and  $20  will 
purchase  a  subscription  for  churches 
with  more  than  1000  members. 

One  membership  will  entitle  the 
church  or  any  member  to  borrow 
materials  from  the  library  during  the 
entire  year.  All  fees  received  will  be  used 
to  purchase  new  items  for  the  library. 
Thus,  the  subscription  fee  will  directly 
benefit  borrowing  churches  by  providing 
a  continuing  source  for  new  materials. 

Non-members  will  be  charged  $1.00  for 
the  use  of  each  tape,  filmstrip,  or  record; 
and  $1.50  for  each  16mm  film  each  time  it 
is  requested  for  use. 


Centenary  College  Choir  is  shown  in  Hodges  Gardens.  They  are  currently  on  tour, 
Louisiana  churches. 


on  twelve-day  tour 


and  will  make  several  appearances 

Centenary 

On  January  15,  the  46  singers  of 
Centenary  College  Choir  and 
director,  Dr.  Will  K.  Andress,  began 
choir’s  first  extensive  local  winter 
since  1972.  For  twelve  days  the  choir 
traveling  throughout  Louisiana, 
and  Arkansas  performing  in  high 
and  churches. 

The  choir’s  first  scheduled  per¬ 
formance  was  in  Director  Andress 
hometown  of  El  Dorado,  Ark.  Subsequent 
stops  are  taking  the  choir  to  Texas,  and 
in  Louisiana  the  choir  will  be  singing  in 
First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  and  in  New 
Iberia,  Franklin,  Slidell,  New  Orleans, 
and  Baton  Rouge  before  returning  to  the 
Centenary  campus  on  January  26. 

Moving  what  Andress  calls  “a  famil 
of  46  artistic  people"  is  no  small  ur 
dertakhig.  Most  pf  the  singers  travel  on  . 
chartered  bus,  but  because  of  the  ex¬ 
tensive  wardrobe  and  the  large  amount 
of  performance  equipment  owned  by  the 
choir,  two  of  the  young  men  in  the  choir 
drive  the  group’s  own  moving  van  which 
proceeds  the  choir  to  every  stop  on  tour. 
Each  member  of  the  choir  has  been 


assigned  some  responsibility  that  allows 
for  the  smooth  movement  from  one  city 
to  the  next. 

The  1974-1975  choir,  the  first  under 
Andress’  direction,  already  has  enjoyed 
a  successful  season.  They  were  at 
Hodges  Gardens  in  August  for  a  pre¬ 
season  choir  camp;  in  September  they 
recorded  a  new  long-playing  album,  “A 
Great  Tradition.” 

Commenting  on  the  album,  recording 
engineer  James  Felternberger  of 
Crescendo  Records  in  Dallas,  said,  “This 
is  one  of  the  best  groups  that  we  have 
recorded.  And  they  are  by  far  the  mot ' 
congenial  and  cooperative.  The  choir 
presented  two  television  programs  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  Southwestern 
Electric  Power  Company.  The  choir  has 
also  performed  in  Shreveport,  and 
received  favorable  reviews. 

Short  trips  to  Louisiana  areas  will  be 
made  by  the  choir  in  the  spring. 
Interested  churches  or  groups  wishing  to 
obtain  a  performance  date  should  con¬ 
tact  Doctor  Andress  by  writing:  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreveport,  La.  71104. 


The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow  held  Open 
House  at  the  Baton 
Rouge  District 
parsonage  on  De¬ 
cember  14  for  the 
ministries  of  that 
district  and  their 
wives.  Shown  in  the 
picture,  from  left: 
Mrs.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow ;  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Mr.  Crich¬ 
low;  Mrs.  Dana 
Dawson,  Jr.;  Mrs. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn; 
Mrs.  George  W.  C. 


Perkins  Singers  on  mid-South  tour 


A  Church  Wide  School  of  Mission,  in¬ 
volving  the  entire  family  is  going  on  for 
four  Sunday  evenings  during  the  month 
of  January  in  the  Slidell  First  Church. 
Planned  by  a  committee  of  which  Mrs. 
Vera  Packer  was  chairman,  the  Sunday 
evening  “school”  is  a  time  of  family 
gathering,  fellowship  and  study  for  every 
age  group. 

During  the  month-long  event 
“Christian  Faith  in  the  Midst  of 
Pluralism”  is  being  considered  by  a 
combined  group  of  Mid-Hi’s,  Senior-Hi’s 
and  Adults.  Areas  of  discussion  center 
around  “Future  Shock,”  “Alternative 
Faiths,”  “Assessing  My  Own  Faith,”  and 
“How  the  World  Responds  to  the  World  of 
Future  Shock.” 

Children  in  grades  1-3  explore 
“Everybody  Needs  A  Home,”  a  unit 
dealing  with  the  home  and  family  with 
special  focus  on  North  America  and  the 
Middle  East. 

Grades  4-6  are  learning  about  “Justice 
for  All  People,”  a  study  of  what  justice 
means  and  what  Christians  can  do  to 
bring  justice  to  all  people. 

The  Junior  High  group  are  discovering 
the  meaning  of  “Epiphany,”  seeking 
answers  to  the  manner  in  which  Jesus 
manifests  His  presence  in  the  long  ago 
and  now. 

The  response  and  participation  in  the 
“school”  has  been  overwhelming,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Phil  Woodland,  pastor,  and 
Willis  Dear,  associate  pastor. 

Vivian  Church  notes 
“singing”  events 

Vivan  Church  has  shared  with  this 
newspaper  accounts  of  two  musical 
events  presented  during  the  Christmas 
Season. 

“It’s  the  Lord's  Thing,”  a  Christmas 
folk  musical  composed  by  Lani  Smith 
was  presented  on  December  15  by  the 
folk-singing  group,  “The  Good  News 
Singers.” 

On  December  22,  the  Chancel  Choir  of 
the  church  presented  John  W.  Peterson  > 
cantata,  “Joy  To  The  World.”  The  choir 
was  directed  by  Mrs.  Louis  M.  Coppage, 
Jr. 


The  70-member  Seminary  Singers 
organization  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU,  under  the  director  of  Dr. 
Carlton  R.  Young,  is  making  concert 
appearances  in  seven  United  Methodist 
Conferences  on  their  1975  annual  tour, 
which  began  on  January  12. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  on  the 
tour  itinerary,  with  a  performance 
scheduled  at  the  Gentilly  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  this  Friday  evening,  January 
17.  On  Sunday  morning,  January  19,  the 
Singers  will  appear  in  St.  Luke's  Church, 
Shreveport. 

They  are  presenting  traditional,  as 
well  as  contemporary  musical  styles, 


James  W.  Spitzkeit,  Taejow.  Korea, 
has  just  written  that  his  wqfe,  Mrs. 
(Betty)  Spitzkeit.  has  returned  to  the 
States  for  therapy  at  the  Anderson 
Hospital  in  Houston,  Texas.  Friends  of 
the  Spitzkeits  will  recall  that  Betty  un¬ 
derwent  surgery  earlier  this  year.  On  the 
advice  of  the  Spitzkeit's  physician  in 
Korea,  she  returned  to  this  country  for 


ranging  from  16th  century  motets  to  folk, 
rock,  and  electronic  expressions.  The 
Seminary  Singers  organization  was 
founded  at  Perkins  in  1935,  in  an  effort  to 
afford  an  expanded  musical  expression 
for  students  preparing  for  local  church 
ministry.  In  addition  to  their  ap¬ 
pearances  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
on  the  current  tour,  other  Conferences 
being  visited  are:  Little  Rock,  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  North  Georgia,  Alabama, 
and  Texas. 

Among  the  singers  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are:  William  Simmons  and 
John  and  Marie  Williams. 


follow-up  treatment. 

According  to  “Pete,”  .  ,  Her  therapy 
began  on  December  17th.  She  will  be  in 
Houston  for  treatment  until  about  the  end 
of  January.  We  have  had  several  letters 
from  her  and  she  is  getting  along  very 
well.”  Her  address  in  Houston  is:  The 
Towers  Motor  Hotel.  Room  215,  2130  W. 
Holcomber  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas  77025. 


Ordained  women 
attend  Consultation 

Ordained  women  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  recently  held  their 
First  National  Consultation  of  Ordained 
Women  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  The  Con¬ 
sultation  was  held  at  the  Scarritt  College 
Center  of  Continuing  Education,  and  was 
sponsored  by  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  the  Commission 
on  the  Role  and  Status  of  Women,  and  the 
Centers  of  Women’s  Studies  and  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education  at  Scarritt. 

Designed  to  help  female  clergy  find  a 
common  identity  and  a  supportive 
community,  this  program  dealt  with 
personal  issues  and  political  issues  in  the 
life  of  the  clergywoman.  Single  women  as 
clergy,  ministers’  husbands,  ministers  as 
mothers,  breaking  hierarchial  patterns 
in  the  Church,  and  dealing  with  the 
Church’s  General  Conference  were 
among  the  issues  addressed. 

Attending  from  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  was  the  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn. 

Mother  of  Lake 
Charles  pastor  dies 

Mrs.  George  F.  Pearce,  Sr.,  92, 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Gilliam  for  56  years,  was  buried  on 
January  1,  1975  in  Greenwood  Cemetery, 
Shreveport,  following  services  in  the 
Gilliam  Church.  The  Rev.  Paul  Carter 
officiated.  Mrs.  Pearce  died  on 
December  30. 

She  was  an  active  member  of  United 
Methodist  Women,  the  Church  School, 
and  was  known  as  the  “good  Samaritan 
of  Gilliam.” 

Mrs.  Pearce  is  survived  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  George  Pearce,  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles;  Samford  M.  Pearce,  Stockton, 
Calif;  David  M.  and  Milton  F.  Pearce  of 
Shreveport.  Twelve  grandchildren  and  10 
great  grandchildren  also  survive. 


The  Seminary  Singers  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  are  shown  in  an  in¬ 
formal  rehearsal  session  with  Director,  Dr.  Carlton  R.  Young,  prior  to  their  mid- 
South  tour,  January  12-19,  1975. 


Mrs.  James  .  Spitzkeit  undergoing  treatment  in  Texas 


Bishop’s  Message 

Christmas  Eve  telecasts  showed  Pope  Paul  inaugurating  the  Roman  Catholic 
Jubilee  year  with  a  symbolic  entrance  of  the  ancient  Jubilee  Door  in  St.  Peter's 
Church.  We  wish  and  pray  the  finest  year  of  Jubilee  for  our  Catholic  comrades 
in  Christ.  Here  in  our  own  Louisiana  Methodism  we,  too,  inaugurate  a  year  of 
special  significance  and  we  enter  a  new  era  through  an  ancient  door.  The 
particular  emphasis  before  us  in  the  next  twelve  months  is  evangelism  and  the 
door  through  which  we  enter  is  that  of  prayer  and  commitment. 

It  is  hoped  that  each  church  will  seek  to  fulfill  certain  structural  basics  in 
congregational  life  by  doing  the  ten  things  listed  on  the  “Standards  of 
Excellence”  chart.  These  old  and  basic  fundamentals  of  organized  evangelistic 
responsibility  in  a  local  church  were  placed  on  that  chart  simply  because  so 
many  congregations  seemed  to  be  neglecting  some  of  the  items.  We  do  need  to 
organize  properly.  But  the  most  exciting  aspect  of  evangelistic  organization  in 
your  congregation  has  to  do  with  the  request  for  one  special  creative 
evangelistic  effort  in  the  community.  Look  around  to  see  what  outreach 
ministries  should  be  done  in  the  name  of  Christ.  Find  the  unmet  needs  of  your 
community.  Decide  on  the  way  in  which  your  congregation  may  testify  that  the 
congregation  itself  takes  seriously  the  love  of  Christ  and  the  service  ol 
humanity.  Make  some  testimony  to  the  gospel  that  is  unique  to  our  church  and 
community.  Do  the  creative  and  daring  thing. 

This  presupposes  prayer  and  faithful  devotion.  No  one  wishes  to  resurrect  old 
worn-out  gimmicks  or  “trade-tricks”  in  the  name  of  evangelism,  but  every 
congregation  must  respond  thoughtfully  to  the  call  to  evangelize. 

Somewhere  out  there  “where  cross  the  crowded  ways  of  life”  is  some  person 
whose  mind  is  open  to  your  witness  and  whom  you  alone  can  win.  Let  us  enter 
the  year  of  evangelism  with  faith  the  Lord  Himself  has  called  us  to  a 
challenging  task. 

Faithfully 


Faithfully 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Conference  youth  team  sponsors 


seminar  February  6-9, 1975 


“Biblical  Faith  and  Politics”  is  the  title 
of  the  seminar  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Team 
February  6-9  at  Lake  Charles  District 
Camp.  Because  of  the  limited  capacity  of 
the  camp,  as  well  as  the  design  of  the 
seminar,  registration  is  being  limited  to 
10  people  from  each  district. 

The  Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly,  Jr., 
associate  pastor  of  the  Noel  Church, 
Shreveport,  is  serving  as  Dean  of  the 
Seminar.  According  to  Mr.  Wimberly, 
the  purpose  of  the  seminar  is  to  help 
those  participating  understand  how  our 
Christian  faith  relates  to  the  basic  issues 
which  are  faced  in  our  society  today. 
Efforts  will  be  made  to  discover  what  the 
Biblical  witness  has  to  say  regarding 
such  important  concerns  as  war,  race, 
patriotism,  poverty,  values  and  political 
action. 

In  addition  to  Mr  Wimberly,  the 
following  persons  will  make  up  the  staff 
for  the  seminar:  the  Rev.  Will  Finnin, 
Jr.,  director  of  the  Uniting  Campus 
Ministries,  LSU,  Baton  Rouge;  the  Rev. 
James  Graham,  director  of  Shreveport 
Metro  Ministries;  the  Rev.  Ricky  Hebert, 
pastor,  Metairie  and  St.  John  UMC’s;  the 
Rev.  Freddie  Henerson,  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  Director,  Southern  University; 
the  Rev.  Willie  Poole,  Gulfport,  Miss., 
former  pastor  and  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent,  now  retired;  the  Rev. 
Bill  Rowell,  pastor  of  Quitman  and  Faith 
Churches. 

Seminar  topics  include:  Biblical  Faith 


Oak  Grove  Church, 
Monroe  District, 

First  To  Report  Subscriptions 

The  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Oak  Grove,  the  Rev. 
Fred  Schwendimann,  pastor,  is  the 
first  church  reporting  in  the  circu¬ 
lation  campaign  with  a  whopping 
104  subscriptions  against  a  quota  of 
24!  The  church  is  an  “every 
family"  receiving  the  paper  for 
$2.50  a  subscription. 


Elysian  Fields  holds  revival 

“Come  Alive  In  ’75”  is  the  theme  of  the 
Elysian  Fields  Church  for  the  current 
year.  In  connection  with  this,  the  church 
started  the  New  Year  with  a  revival 
series  of  services  which  began  on 
January  12  and  concluded  January  15. 
The  revival  was  led  by  the  Rev.  Andy 
Foreman,  Conference  Evangelist. 

Prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
services  a  Prayer  Vigil  was  held  on 
Saturday,  January  11.  The  Rev.  T.  R. 
Bergeron  is  pastor  of  the  Elysian  Fields 
church. 

Pictured  left  to 
right  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Forrest  Beth- 
ay  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jim  Evans.  At 
the  annual  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board 
Dinner.  First 
Church.  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Jim  Evans 
was  presented  with 
a  plaque  to  express 
the  church's  ap¬ 
preciation  for  his 
service  for  the  past 
two  years  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board. 

Chairman  for  the 
1975-76  term,  For¬ 
rest  Bethay,  was  introduced  at  the 


Lorris  M.  Wimberly.  Jr. 
and  War;  Biblical  Faith  and  Race; 
Biblical  Faith  and  Patriotism,  Biblical 
Faith  and  Poverty;  Biblical  Faith  and 
Political  Action,  Biblical  Faith  and 
Middle  American  Values. 

Cost  of  the  seminar,  which  includes 
room  and  board,  is  $18.  Each  district  has 
a  designated  registration  person,  whose 
names  and  addresses  follow: 

Alexandria:  Rev.  Stone  Caraway,  2299 
Fairview  Dr.,  Pineville  71360;  Baton 
Rouge:  Bruce  Hearn,  3857  N.  Blue 
Bonnet,  Baton  Rouge  70809;  Hammond: 
Rev.  Willis  Dear,  P.O.  Box  1047,  Slidell 
70458;  Lafayette:  Donna  Hendryx,  322 
Deare  St.,  New  Iberia  70560;  Lake 
Charles:  Rev.  Tommy  Dunbar,  1120  Reid 
St.,  Lake  Charles  70601. 

Also,  Monroe:  Vanessa  Medlock,  P.O. 
Box  782,  Monroe  71201;  New  Orleans: 
Kathy  Wade,  P.O.  Box  156,  Luling  70010; 
Ruston:  Rev.  Bill  Rowell,  P.O.  Box  95. 
Quitman  71268;  and  Shreveport:  Rev. 
Lorris  Wimberly,  520  Herndon. 
Shreveport  71101. 

Rev.  Richmond  M.  Brown, 
dies  at  age  82 

The  Rev.  Richmond  M.  Brown,  82,  died 
on  January  5.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  Mallalieu  Church, 
Lafayette,  by  the  district  superintendent, 
the  Rev.  Ken  McDowell  and  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Edgar  Smith,  with  burial  in 
Jennings. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Brown  served  with 
distinction  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
for  45  years,  prior  to  his  retirement  in 
1964.  Ordained  by  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  he 
served  under  the  administration  of  five 
Bishops,  the  last  of  whom  was  Bishop 
Noah  W.  Moore.  In  his  years  of  pastoral 
ministry,  the  Reverend  Brown  received 
16  appointments,  three  of  which  were  in 
the  capacity  of  District  Superintendent. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  of  38  years, 
Mrs.  Louise  Hyde  Brown,  and  by  three 
sisters,  Mrs.  Catherine  Bob,  Mrs.  Alma 
Williams,  and  Miss  Callie  Brown. 

Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Jr. 
recovering 

News  has  been  received  that  the  Rev. 
Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Natchitoches,  was  injured  in  an 
automobile  accident  on  Christmas  Day. 
He  is  recovering  nicely  and  wishes  to 
thank  everyone  for  their  prayers  and 
concern. 
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Here  I  Stand 


JAN' 


Yesterday,  tomorrow  and  today  ^Tie  mind  and  mood  of  church  drop-outs 

Hooray  for  the  good  old  bad  times!  battling  our  way  through  college  on  the  ^  -*■ 


X;  That  seems  to  be  a  common  cheer 
today.  Few  persons  are  verbalizing  it 
X;  just  that  way,  but  indications  are  that 
!v  many  of  us  are  feeling  it. 

; *  • Such  an  outlook  was  the  basis  for  a 
recent  speech  on  the  “positive  value  of 
[y.  hard  times”  by  Dr.  Martin  E.  Marty, 
•I  professor  of  church  history  at  the 

[l-  University  of  Chicago  Divinity  School 
(TM/  UMR,  Jan.  3).  'Hie  same  basic 
premise  also  appears  to  underlie  such 
;  currently  successful  television  programs 

•  as  “The  Waltons”  and  “Little  House  on 
the  Prairie”  —  both  of  which  depict 

X  families  which  find  “life’s  real  values”  in 

•  the  face  of  poverty  and  need. 

X  It  is  indicative  of  our  times  that  such 
X;  stories  of  the  “good  old  bad  times”  are 
£  popular.  We’re  at  a  point  in  time  when 
X;  nostalgia  is  at  its  peak  and  looking  back 
!<;  from  the  troubles  of  the  present  to  an 
idealized  past  is  a  national  mood. 

; X  Nearly  all  of  us  not  now  living  in 

poverty  can  point  to  some  earlier  time  — 
J  • ' ;  either  real  or  simply  remembered  as  real 
jX  —  when  we  were  poor  but  happy.  For 
l  some  of  us,  the  “good  old  bad  times” 

;  ;  were  during  the  depression  of  the  30’s 
when  we  struggled  together  and,  nearly 
without  fail  (as  we  remember  it),  found 
happiness  on  $10  a  week.  For  others,  our 
happiest  “bad  times”  were  during  the 
lean  years  of  early  marriage,  or  when  the 
children  were  young,  or  when  we  were 


GI  bill. 

At  other  times  during  our  history,  we 
have  placed  the  same  kind  of  emphasis 
on  an  ideal  future.  Shortly  after  World 
War  II,  for  instance,  the  emphasis  was  on 
“tomorrow”  as  parents  who  lost  their 
20’s  to  war  planned  ahead  for  themselves 
and  their  children.  Science  fiction  movies 
were  the  order  of  the  day  and  fantastic 
industrial  growth  made  people  live  for 
the  promises  of  better  days  ahead. 

If  there  is  any  one  thing  we  should  have 
learned  by  now  about  all  of  this  looking 
back  and  looking  forward,  it  is  that  we 
cannot  find  real  happiness  in  either 
place.  Danish  philosopher  Soren 
Kierkegaard  summed  up  the  fruit  of  such 
attempts  by  saying  the  unhappiest 
person  is  one  who  lives  in  a  past  that  has 
never  come  or  hopes  for  a  future  which 
has  already  past. 

In  other  words,  those  who  look 
to  “Walton’s  mountain”  or  a  “little  house 
on  the  prairie”  for  happiness  will  never 
find  it.  Likewise  those  who  look  for 
fulfillment  in  a  utopian  tomorrow. 

Real  happiness  is  found  through  those 
Christian  values  we  affirm  and  live  by 
wherever  we  are,  under  whatever  cir¬ 
cumstances,  whenever  we  happen  to  be 
there.  Unless  the  world  makes  some  sort 
of  dramatic  shift  from  the  way  history 
has  always  worked,  happiness  —  or  hell 
—  will  be  found  in  the  way  we  approach 
today. 


How  are  we  helping  people  cope? 


What  signs  indicate  that  a  local 
congregation  is  flourishing? 

Changed  lives  among  its  members, 
some  would  answer.  Good  preaching, 
others  might  say.  An  effective  youth 
ministry,  outreach  to  the  unchurched, 
involvement  in  community  affairs,  a 
sound  educational  program,  numerous 
prayer  groups,  and  on  and  on  the  list 
might  go. 

While  all  of  these  activities  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  signs  of  a  flourishing  local 
parish,  we  suggest  yet  another 
measurement.  What  is  your  church  doing 
to  help  persons  cope  with  the  anguish  of 
intensely  personal  problems? 

Welcome  new  local  editions 

During  the  past  two  weeks,  two  local 
congregations  have  initiated  TM/  UMR 
local  church  editions,  whereby  their 
news  is  combined  with  annual  conference 
and  general  church  news  and  mailed  to 
every  family  every  week. 

The  new  every-family  congregations 
and  their  number  of  subscriptions  are: 
First  UMC,  Canadian,  Texas,  205;  and  St. 
Paul  UMC,  Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  743. 
Altogether  more  than  150  congregations 
now  publish  TM/  UMR  editions  weekly. 

To  this  new  group  of  readers  we  say 
“Welcome.  We  hope  you  will  find 
TM/  UMR  informative,  and  that  you  will 
join  with  our  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  via  ‘Letters  to  the  Editor’.” 

To  our  continuing  readers  across  the 
church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for- 
your  part  in  making  TM/  UMR  what  it 
is.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Those  who  are  not  sick  have  no  need  of 
a  physician,  Jesus  said.  But  many  of  our 
church  programs,  by  design  or  accident, 
are  aimed  at  the  fairlyTfealthy,-  robust 
Christian. 

An  article  elsewhere  on  this  page,  “The 
mind  and  mood  of  church  drop-outs,” 
suggests  that  the  church  often  fails  to 
minister  to  people  when  they  need  it 
most.  When  this  occurs,  such  persons 
turn  in  other  directions  for  help  and  may 
feel  permanently  alienated  from  the 
church. 

We  believe  that  every  congregation 
should  aim  its  supportive  and  redemp¬ 
tive  ministry  to  the  person  trying  to  cope 
with  a  marriage  that  is  on  the  rocks  .  .  . 
to  the  anxious  parents  whose  Jeenage 
child  is  into  the  drug  scene  .  .  .  to  the  25- 
year-old  single  person  who  doesn’t  fit  into 
a  standard  couple’s  church  school  class 
...  to  the  widow  adrift  after  the  loss  of  a 
life-time  mate  ...  to  the  divorcee 
struggling  to  raise  two  children  and  meet 
the  crunch  of  inflation  without  a  partner 
...  to  the  elderly  person  sitting  alone 
with  the  handicaps  of  age  rushing  on. 

We  would  not  demean  the  completion 
of  a  successful  finance  campaign  or  an 
increase  in  worship  attendance  as  signs 
of  a  vital  congregation.  But  we  believe  a 
congregation’s  faithfulness  can  be 
measured  as  well  or  better  by  how  ef¬ 
fectively  it  ministers  to  the  lonely 
stranger  among  us  who  struggles  silently 
to  cope  with  overwhelming  personal 
problems. 

What  is  your  church  doing  —  really 
doing  —  to  help  people  cope? 


By  FRANK  FINKBINER 

The  church  drop-out  is  an  enigma  to 
the  institutional  church.  Everyone 
agrees,  but  they  do  not  know  that  the 
drop-out  is  as  much  a  source  of  confusion 
to  himself  as  he  is  to  others.  We  know 
some  things  about  this  person,  but  there 
are  a  number  of  concepts  that  have 
grown  up  that  are  usually  false.  A  few  of 
these  misconceptions  are: 

(1)  “The  drop-out  is  disenchanted  with 
the  leftist  position  of  the  clergy  and 
denominational  leaders."  This  is  oc¬ 
casionally  true,  but  it  is  not  the  major 
reason  they  leave  the  church.  In  fact, 
many  have  left  because  the  church  is  too 
conservative.  In  a  representative 
sampling  of  drop-outs  from  10 
congregations  of  four  major 
denominations,  when  asked  about  the 

■  stance  of  their  church  in  regard  to  race 
relations,  they  gave  these  answers: 
Moving  too  slow  —  23% ;  Moving  too  fast 
—  23%  ;  Doing  about  right  —  44%;  no 
answer  —  10%.  Less  than  one  out  of  four 
was  concerned  that  the  church  was 
moving  too  rapidly  in  this  highly  charged 
area,  and  an  equal  number  felt  it  was  not 
doing  enough. 

(2)  “Wealthy  and  high  income  people 
have  left  the  church,  and  thus  have 
destroyed  its  financial  base.”  Again, 
isolated  instances  of  this  can  be  found, 
but  evidence  indicates  that  those  who 
have  dropped  out  were  never  significant 
contributors.  By  their  own  indication,  75 
per  cent  were  in  the  one  to  three  dollar  a 
week  giving  pattern,  with  most  at  the  one 
dollar  level. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  drop-out  had 
few  complaints  about  financial  drives  or 


excessive  church  requests  for  money 
because  he  ignored  these  appeals  and 
was  almost  unaware  that  they  existed. 
The  tither  who  never  missed  church  was 
more  apt  to  be  uptight  about  finance 
crusades  than  was  the  drop-out. 

(3)  “The  drop-out  is  disillusioned  with 
the  teachings  of  his  church.”  The  first 
few  words  of  conversation  with  a  drop¬ 
out  appear  to  support  this  view,  but  it 
quickly  becomes  obvious  that  he  does  not 
honestly  know  the  position  or  teachings 
of  the  church  he  has  attended.  His  in¬ 
formation  is  hearsay  in  style,  and 
superficial,  if  not  completely  erroneous, 
in  content.  He  may  say  that  his  church 
does  not  teach  adequate  Bible  in  the 
church  school,  but  he  has  not  attended  an 
adult  class,  nor  has  he  read  the 
curriculum  for  children  or  youth. 

His  knowledge  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  is  limited  to  what  he  has 
read  in  newspaper  headlines,  and  if  his 
church  has  a  social  creed  or  articles  of 
religion,  he  has  not  read  them  and  in 
most  instances  has  not  heard  of  them. 

Is  the  drop-out  irresponsible? 

Is  this  suggesting  that  the  drop-out  is 
totally  to  blame,  and  that  he  is  an 
irresponsible  person?  Not  necessarily. 
But  it  is  true  that  people  who  drop  out  of 
church  also  tend  to  be  drop-outs  from 
society  as  a  whole.  In  the  survey,  less 
than  half  as  many  of  the  drop-outs  were 
involved  in  any  kind  of  community 
organization  as  were  church  actives. 

But  there  is  a  far  stronger  indication 
that  the  church  is  not  meeting  the 
legitimate  needs  of  the  person.  When 
asked  what  they  considered  the  primary 
weakness  of  the  church  to  be,  the  drop- 


The  Church 


By  GEORGE  E.  BLANCHARD 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

I  am  a  church  .  .  .  heavy  beamed, 
high  ceiled,  tall  steepled,  proud 
work  of  artisans. 

My  stained  glass  windows, 
reflecting  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun 
like  jewels  in  a  diadem,  elicit  words 
of  admiration  from  lovers  of  beauty. 
My  quiet  sanctuary  moves  wor¬ 
shippers  to  holy  awe.  My  organ 
whispers  a  background  to  medita¬ 
tive  prayers,  or,  deep  throated, 
beats  cadence  for  rousing  songs  of 
praise,  as  one  thousand  tongues  are 
tipped  with  holy  fire. 

Prince  or  pauper,  my  doors  swing 
wide  in  welcome  to  all  who  pass  by. 

I  am  a  church. 

l  am  a  church.  I  stand  by  a  wind- 
ing  country  road.  My  bleached 
sides  cry  aloud  for  touch  of 
protecting  brush.  My  windows  are 
stained  only  by  the  dust  of  passing 
feet. 

I  am  poorly  heated  in  winter, 
sweltering  hot  in  summer,  but  I  too 
have  a  message.  Here,  too,  weary 
souls  find  solace  and  comfort. 

I  too  am  a  church. 

I  am  a  church,  born  of  divine  fiat, 
ageless  and  boundless.  My  dominion 
is  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  to  the 


going  down  thereof. 

Farflung  islands  of  the  sea, 
mountain  tops,  burning  desert 
wastes,  hill  and  dale,  rural  retreats 
and  crowded  ghettos  are  within  my 
parish. 

I  am  of  varied  hue:  white,  black, 
yellow,  brown,  red,  speaking  with 
mixed  tongues,  the  cultured  diction 
of  ivied  halls  to  the  gutteral  mut- 
terings  of  the  bush.  I  invade  palaces 
and  hovels,  wastelands  and  mission 
fields.  My  ear  is  open  to  the  cry  of  all 
mankind;  my  hands  outstretched  in 
compassion  to  all  needy. 

I  gather  the  newborn  in  arms  of 
blessing,  teach  the  prating  child 
“Now  I  lay  me,”  counsel  restless 
youth,  join  the  hands  of  lovers  in 
holy, bonds  of  matrimony,  dedicate 
the  new  home,  pray  with  the  sick 
and  sorrowing,  point  the  wayward  to 
the  all  sufficient  Savior,  and  last, 
commit  the  bodies  of  fallen 
comrades  to  the  warm  arms  of 
mother  earth  with  promise  of  a 
resurrection  morning. 

The  gnawing  tooth  of  time  leaves 
me  untouched.  The  voice  of  carping 
critics  disturbs  me  not.  Timeless, 
endless,  triumphant,  unswerving,  I 
am  the  church,  whose  builder  and 
maker  is  God. 


We  don’t  need  ‘baby  Jesus’  all  the  time 


To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  “Here  I  Stand”  piece 
(TM/  UMR,  Dec.  27)  lamented  the  fact 
that  the  baby  Jesus  was  only  present  at 
Christmastime,  but  was  not  evidence  all 
through  the  ensuing  year. 

While  I  can  well  understand  the  desire 
of  the  author  to  have  the  teachings  of 
Christ  infiltrate  our  culture  in  order  to 
ensure  brotherhood  and  empathy  among 
all  peoples,  I  can  well  see  die  error  im¬ 
plicit  in  the  desire  to  have  the  baby  Jesus 
with  us  at  all  times. 

Because,  you  see,  the  baby  Jesus  grew 
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up  to  become  the  carpenter’s  son,  to  walk 
the  dusty  roads,  to  preach  his  holy 
lessons  of  peace  and  love  and  forgiveness 
to  all  who  would  listen.  It  was  not  the 
baby  Jesus  who  loved  saint  and  sinner, 
who  taught  togetherness,  who  was  ulti¬ 
mately  crucified  for  defying  the  leaders 
of  the  religious  and  temporal  establish¬ 
ments  of  the  day;  it  was  the  adult  Jesus 
who  did  these  wondrous  things. 

The  baby  Jesus  can  teach  me  nothing 
that  any  other  peasant  baby  cannot  teach 
me  with  equal  ease.  The  adult  who  was 
Jesus  can  teach  me  everything  that  there 
is  to  know  about  love  and  understanding 
and  empathy. 

Let  us  by  all  means  keep  Jesus  in 
Christmas,  but  let  us  remember  with 
equal  fervor  that  babies  are  only  babies 
until  they  grow  up  and  mature  to  become 
saints. 

Bart  Lanier  Stafford  III 

El  Paso,  Texas 

Discrimination  in  filling 

positions  criticized 

To  the  Editor: 

An  item  under  “The  church  today” 
(TM/  UMR,  Dec.  6)  struck  my  United 
Methodism  in  a  weak  spot,  I  guess.  The 
item  stated,  “Two  positions  open  in  UM 
Board.  Applicants  for  two  executive 
positions,  with  ‘priority  consideration’ 
assured  for  ethnic  minorities,  are  being 
sought  by  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  A  new 
General  Secretary,  in  the  Board’s  top 
staff  position  will  begin  in  1976.  Already 
vacant  is  the  directorship  of  the 
Department  of  Drug  and  Alcohol  Con¬ 
cerns.”  The  article  went  on  to  explain  the 
positions  and  how  to  apply  for  same. 

What  concerns  me  is  the  unchristian 
and  unconstitutional  vein  of  the  article.  It 
is  quite  clear  that  the  applicants  will  be 
picked  in  a  discriminatory  manner.  If  the 
article  had  stated  “whites  only  will  be 
considered,”  the  UMC  would  have  been 
involved  in  a  court  suit  by  now  —  to  say 
nothing  of  the  letters  of  complaint  that 
would  have  been  written  by  ethnic 
sympathizers. 

I  realize  that  some  people  will  consider 
my  attitude  unchristian  for  even  men¬ 
tioning  the  subject,  but  my  religion  is  not 
based  on  a  strict  adherence  to  the  quota 
system  or  total  submission  to  the 


Committee  on  Religion  and  Race  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

James  W.  Betts 

Salisbury,  Maryland 

Faith  should  be  big  enough 

to  incorporate  all  truth 

To' the  Editor: 

I  am  continually  intrigued  by  some  of 
the  letters  which  appear  in  this  paper 
from  readers  who  are  scared  to  death  of 
modern  ideas  which  (they  feel)  threaten 
the  Christian  faith.  A  recent  letter 
(TM/  UMR,  Jan.  3)  viewed  the  teaching 
of  scientific  theories  of  evolution  as  an 
attempt  “to  ridicule  or  .  .  .  destroy  .  . 
faith  .  .  .’’Is  that  old  controversy  really 
still  with  us? 

I  am  curious  to  know  what  kind  of  faith 
it  is  that  closes  its  eyes  to  truth  and 
refuses  to  use  all  the  faculties  with  which 
it  has  been  endowed  by  the  Creator  in 
whom  it  believes.  If  God  is  God,  He  is 
Lord  of  all  things,  including  Truth  —  both 
theological  and  scientific  —  and  nothing 
that  is  discovered  in  the  one  area  can 
contradict  whatever  is  really  valid  in  the 
other. 

All  religions  and  cultures  have  sought 
in  various  ways  to  explain  the  origin  of 
the  world  and  of  mankind.  The  Hebrew 
religion  was  unique  in  that  it  saw 
creation  as  the  purposeful  act  of  one  God. 
But  their  way  of  explaining  his  methods 
was  a  bit  primitive  because  they  didn’t 
have  the  scientific  knowledge  we  have 
today.  However,  our  more  advanced 
view  of  the  processes  of  earthly  and 
human  development  does  not  in  any  way 
necessitate  a  renunciation  of  that  same 
faith  which  was  in  the  Hebrew  biblical 
writers. 

There  are  two  creation  stories  in 
Genesis.  The  first  presents  God  as  a 
magician.  He  speaks,  and  “presto!”  — 
creation  happens.  The  second,  which 
deals  only  with  mankind,  pictures  God  as 
a  potter,  fashioning  a  little  clay,  figure 
and  then  blowing  air  into  his  nostrils  to 
give  him  life. 

Scientific  accounts,  based  on  fairly 
irrefutable  evidence,  picture,  a  long, 
painstaking  process  over  billions  of 
years.  Recently  in  that  process,  after 
much  trial  and  error,  a  creature  was 
developed  who  was  able  both  to  look  at 
himself  and  around  himself.  He  became 
aware  of  his  existence,  his  ability  to 
make  choices,  to  shape  his  environment, 


to  grow  in  knowledge,  to  experience  a 
wide  range  of  emotions.  With  these 
capacities  came  the  realization  that 
existence  has  to  be  attributed  to 
something  beyond  the  self,  or  even 
beyond  other  similar  selves.  Some  people 
have  chosen  to  believe  that  the  entire 
process  is  due  to  blind  chance.  But  there 
is  no  scientific  reason  to  rule  out  the 
belief  in  God  as  Creator.  We  have  only  to 
readjust  our  views  of  his  modus 
operandi. 

Faith  is  always  a  matter  of  choice. 
Nothing  can  guarantee  it  or  destroy  it 
without  the  cooperation  of  the  individual 
concerned.  But  only  a  faith  which  is  big 
enough  to  take  into  account  all  that  is 
known  to  be  true,  which  can  allow  itself 
time  after  time  to  be  called  into  question 
and  through  that  questioning  broaden  its 
spectrum  and  its  implications,  which 
does  not  say,  “My  mind  is  made  up;  don’t 
confuse  me  with  the  facts”  —  only  this 
kind  of  faith  can  be  of  any  real  value  to 
anyone. 

Faith  is  not  a  hothouse  flower  that  has 
to  be  carefully  guarded  against  the  cold 
winds  of  scientific  discovery.  It  is  a 
hardy  perennial  which  thrives  on  truth 
from  all  quarters.  It  was  essentially  the 
same  for  the  Genesis  theologians  as  it  is 
or  Christians  today,  but  its  spectrum 
was  narrower  then  simply  because  there 
were  fewer  “facts”  with  which  it  had  to 
deal.  Let  us  be  thankful  that  today  that 
spectrum  has  widened  —  that  like  the 
proverbial  mustard  seed  (Matt.  13:31-32) 
it  has  grown  big  enough  to  house  all  the 
varied  species  of  “birds”  which  the 
human  quest  for  knowledge  can  discover. 

Kay  Springer 
Dallas,  Texas 

Cute  suggestions  disliked 

To  the  Editor: 

The  stale  cuteness  in  Bishop  Kennedy’s 
suggestions  of  "How  to  get  rid  of  a 
minister”  (TM/  UMR,  December  27) 
turns  my  neck  red,  particularly  the  third 
suggestion:  “Start  paying  him  a  living 
wage;  he’s  probably  been  on  starvation 
wages  so  long  he’ll  eat  himself  to  death.” 

My  minister  makes  nearly  double  what 
I  earn  as  a  printer.  If  he  is  on  starvation 
wages,  what  am  I  on? 

Incidentally,  I  know  of  a  number  of 
ministers  who  are  overweight.  A  year  on 
my  salary  might  save  their  lives. 

Don  Buck 
Girard,  Kansas 


outs  volunteered  these  answers:  Too 
impersonal,  too  unfriendly  —  19% ;  Too 
liberal,  too  much  change  —  15%;  Too 
traditional,  too  unchanging  —  7% ;  Lack 
of  Bible  emphasis  —  7% ;  Not  involved  in 
social  issues  —  3%;  People  not  acting 
responsibly  —  2%;  Too  formal,  too 
liturgical  —  2% ;  Other  answers  —  17% ; 
No  answer  —  28%. 

Apparently,  more  were  upset  because 
they  did  not  feel  the  church  was  friendly 
and  warm  than  were  upset  because  of  the 
church’s  liberal  views.  And,  as  many 
were  bothered  because  it  is  traditional 
and  unchanging  as  were  bothered  be¬ 
cause  of  the  lack  of  Bible  emphasis. 

A  married  man  with  two  children  at 
home,  in  his  forties  and  with  an  income  of 
more  than  $20,000  said:  “The  church  will 
have  to  find  some  way  of  combating  the 
problem  of  people  feeling  so  anonymous. 
In  some  manner  it  needs  to  offer  more 
identity  and  more  personal  involvement 
for  the  individual.  This  may  mean 
smaller  or  more  intimate  and 
meaningful  groups.” 

Insights  into  the  drop-out’s  mind 

Another  man,  also  in  his  forties,  with  a 
college  education  and  an  income  of 
$15,000  stated  his  feelings  a  little  more 
bluntly:  “The  church  will  have  to  find  a 
way  to  attract  people  from  the  many 
other  activities  that  are  available  on 
Sundays.”  The  fact  that  he  felt,  or  seems 
to  imply  that  he  did,  that  he  should  have 
been  in  church,  but  was  not  properly 
motivated  to  be,  is  an  insight  into  the 
mind  of  the  drop-out. 

He  has  a  feeling  of  despair,  of 
hopelessness,  and  of  disenfranchisement 
with  the  universe.  This  is  coupled  with  a 
rigidness  that  causes  him  to  see  issues  as 
either  black  or  white.  If  he  is  to  the  left  on 
social  and  religious  issues,  he  damns  the 
church  for  its  failure  to  solve  the  social 
ills  of  our  day.  If  he  is  to  the  right,  the 
church  is  condemned  for  meddling  in 
matters  that  are  not  “religious.”  But 
there  is  little  attempt  to  see  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  the  issues,  nor  is  there  a 
willingness  on  his  part  to  move  to  a  more 
central  position. 

There  are  also  instances  in  which  belief 
or  ideals  are  not  significant  factors  in 
determining  church  attendance.  If  one 
has  friends  in  the  church,  then  he  goes.  If 
his  interests  draw  him  toward  groups 
that  are  not  church  oriented,  then  he  does 
not  go. 

When  asked  why  they  had  stopped 
attending  church,  6  per  cent  candidly 
volunteered  that  they  were  “lazy  and 
tired.”  Another  28  per  cent  stated  that 
they  had  “lost  interest  and  didn’t  like  it 
anymore.”  Only  12  per  cent  indicated 
that  they  had  stopped  because  the  church 
had  become  too  liberal,  or  that  it  had 
changed  too  much. 

Unfulfilled  expectations 
one  major  cause 

Thus  it  appears  that  at  one  point  in 
their  lives  the  drop-outs  held  ex¬ 
pectations  that  did  not  materialize. 
These  unfulfilled  expectations  may  not 
have  been  realistic,  but  one  suspects  that 
the  church  did  not  hesitate  to  foster 
them.  The  clergy  may  not  have  believed 
them,  but  most  pulpits  during  the  fifties 
and  sixties  echoed  such  slogans  as  “the 
family  that  prays  together  stays 
together.”  The  family  that  went  through 
the  ritual  of  daily  grace  at  meals  was 
then  baffled  when  the  police  picked  up  a 
son  for  dope,  or  when  a  daughter  ran 
away  from  home.  The  guilt  and  em¬ 
barrassment  that  accompanied  such  an 
incident  did  not  encourage  part-time 
church  attenders  to  become  full-time 
participants,  but  rather  it  caused  them  to 
drop  out  completely. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  the  drop-out 
discovers  the  vital  weakness  of  the  in¬ 
stitutional  church.  The  church  is  most 
effective  when  ministering  to  people  who 
have  no  major  problems.  As  the  number 
or  intensity  of  problems  arise,  the 
capability  of  the  church  to  support  the 
person  or  family  proportionately 
decreases. 

Even  a  casual  check  of  most  church 
records  will  reveal  that  more  members 
are  lost  over  the  course  of  a  year  because 
of  divorce  than  because  of  ideological 
differences.  Suburban  couples  are  not 
denied  the  ministry  of  the  Protestant 
church  if  they  divorce,  but  for  numerous 
reasons  they  do  not  stay  in  it.  They  no 


Frank 


longer  fit  into  the  couples  group.  New 
financial  burdens  arise  as  they  attempt 
to  establish  two  households,  and  the 
pledge  can  no  longer  be  paid.  If  the  wife 
sang  in  the  choir,  she  suddenly  discovers 
that  she  must  secure  a  babysitter  if  she  is 
to  go  to  choir  practice. 

Even  more  serious  than  these  matters 
is  the  nagging  question,  “If  the  church 
could  not  help  me  save  my  marriage, 
how  is  it  going  to  assist  me  with  the 
monumental  problems  now  before  me?” 
Only  the  bravest  and  the  most  deter¬ 
mined  will  continue  to  attend  over  the 
obstacles  that  are  unintentionally  placed 
before  a  divorced  person. 

More  indifference  than  anger 

So,  drop-outs  may  feel  betrayed  by  the 
church.  It  may  have  gone  too  far  to  the 
left,  too  far  to  the  right,  or  it  has  not  been 
able  to  help  in  a  time  of  personal  crisis. 
But  a  more  likely  feeling  is  that  the 
church  is  just  not  in  tune  with  where  they 
are  at  the  moment.  The  attitude,  then,  is 
not  one  of  anger,  but  rather  of  almost 
complete  indifference.  One  can  become 
angry  only  if  there  is  some  strong  agent 
toward  which  the  feelings  can  be 
directed.  The  dropout  is  too  casual  in  his 
relationship  with  the  church  to  display 
any  intense  feeling. 

A  normal  question  for  most  of  us  to  ask 
is  ‘  ‘What  will  it  take  to  get  the  drop-out  to 
change  his  mind,  or  to  cause  him  to 
become  re-interested.”  When  spec¬ 
ifically  asked  that  question,  15  per 
cent  responded  by  saying  that  nothing 
would.  But  this  still  leaves  a  large  block 
of  people  who  once  were  involved.  When 
asked  what  change  they  would  like  to  see 
take  place  in  the  worship  service  that 
would  make  it  intersting  enough  for 
them  to  start  coming  again,  three-fourths 
gave  no  answer  at  all.  When  asked  if  the 
church  really  was  capable  of  helping 
solve  the  complex  problems  of  our 
society,  less  than  one  third  responded 
“yes.” 

The  mood  of  the  majority  of  drop-outs 
is  that  the  church  cannot  meet  their  most 
crucial  personal  needs,  and  it  is  not 
capable  of  doing  anything  about  the 
larger  problems.  It  is  their  judgment  that 
the  church  was  given  a  chance,  and  it 
failed. 

It  seems  only  fair  to  come  to  the 
defense  of  the  church  and  point  out  that 
the  church  attendance  phenomenon  of 
the  1950’s  was  sociological  rather  than 
religious.  One  is  tempted  to  remind 
everyone  that  church  attendance  and 
giving  to  the  United  States  is  voluntary, 
and  that  we  are  doing  a  lot  better  here 
than  anyone  else. 

Actives  more  judgmental 
than  drop-outs 

It  is  significant  that  those  in  the  church 
are  far  more  judgmental  than  are  the 
drop-outs.  It  is  just  that  the  drop-out  does 
not  trust  nor  does  he  have  much  hope  for 
the  church.  But,  then,  neither  does  he 
have  confidence  in  the  United  Nations, 
the  government,  the  schools,  or  other 
institutions. 

He  has  come  to  the  place  where  he 
suspects  that  all  noble  efforts  will  fail, 
and  that  it  is  pointless  to  waste  one’s 
energy  in  pursuit  of  Camelot. 

The  church  will  not  be  able  to  win  this 
person  back  until  the  church  itself  can 
identify  and  clearly  enunciate  what  its 
mission  and  ministry  is.  If  it  seems 
unfair  to  blame  the  church  for  the 
problem,  it  should  be  recognized  that  it  is 
equally  wrong  to  think  the  difficulty  will 
be  solved  by  blaming  the  drop-out. 

"Here  I  Stand"  Is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Dr.  Frank 
Finkbiner,  is  pastor  of  the  First  UMC, 
Reseda,  California,  in  the  Southern 
California- Arizona  annual  conference. 
His  conclusions  are  based  on  an 
exhaustive  study  conducted  among 
active  church  members  and  church 
dropouts  in  10  local  congregations  in  1971. 
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Lay  people 
are  a  growing 
presence 
in  the  life 
of  the  Church. 
They  have 
always  been 
a  major  focus 
in  the  life  of 
Scarritt  College. 


A  Major  Focus 

AT  SCARRITT  COLLEGE 

Scarritt  offers  competency  based  Bachelors  and  Masters  degrees  for 
Christian  Educators.  Social  Service  Workers.  Teachers.  Church  and 
Community  Workers,  and  Pastors.  These  degrees  are  geared  toward 
self  discovery  and  skill  training. 

An  open  faculty  and  student  directed  educational  styles  at  Scarritt 
and  in  the  five  school  University  Center  offer  unique  preparation  for 
church  and  service  vocations. 

An  ongoing  need  of  the  Church  for  information  and  change  is  met  by 
specialized  programming  of  Scarritt's  Center  of  Continuing  Educa¬ 
tion  and  by  advocacy  for  the  new  role  of  church  women  at  Scarritt's 
Center  of  Women's  Studies.  Write:  Admissions 

SCARRITT  COLLEGE  FOR  CHRISTIAN  WORKERS 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 
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Female  clergy  urge  changes 

First  meeting  of  U.M.  ordained  women  hammers  out  issues 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Calls  for  action  on  a 
variety  of  issues  from  women  bishops  to 
homosexual  ministers  to  pension  reform 
rang  through  the  halls  of  Scarritt  College 
here  Jan.  6-10  as  ordained  women  from 
throughout  United  Methodism  met  as  a 
group  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  denomination. 

What  started  out  to  be  a  relatively 
quiet  meeting  of  about  300  of  United 
Methodism’s  500  ordained  clergywomen 
turned  into  a  very  vocal  struggle  with 
issues  on  the  final  night  of  the  meeting  as 
the  group  came  to  grips  with  what  most 
members  consider  to  be  the  pressing 
issues  of  the  church  today. 

Labeled  “The  National  Consultation  of 
Ordained  Women  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  the  5-day  meeting  included 
workshops,  sharing  groups  and  platform 
presentations  from  a  number  of  notable 
speakers  from  within  the  women’s 
movement  of  the  church.  The  “ex¬ 
citement,”  however,  came  on  the  final 
night  of  the  consultation  when  individ¬ 
uals  and  groups  presented  “position 
papers”  for  the  consideration  of  the 
entire  body  of  women. 

Working  at  first  through  parliamen¬ 
tary  procedure,  then  later  opting  for  the 
consensus  style  of  operation  which  has 
marked  meetings  of  the  Task  Force  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  con¬ 
sultation  members  affirmed  statements 
which  called  for: 

•  Election  of  at  least  one  woman 
bishop  in  each  of  the  denomination’s 


three  jurisdictions  which  will  elect 
bishops  in  1976. 

•  Appointment  of  at  least  10  female 
district  superintendents  in  each  of  the 
denomination’s  five  jurisdictions  this 
year. 

•  The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
revise  its  statement  of  social  principles 
with  consideration  being  given  to 
homosexual  life  styles. 

•  Appointment  of  women  to  fill  the 
presidencies  of  all  United  Methodist 
seminaries  as  present  presidents  retire 
or  resign  until  half  of  all  seminaries  have 
female  presidents. 

•  General  Conference  to  make  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  a  standing  commission  of  the 
church,  (If*  is  presently  designated  to 
exist  only  through  the  next  quadren- 
nium.) 

•  The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  to  fund  and  sponsor  a  church¬ 
wide  consultation  or  series  of  con¬ 
sultations  with  district  superintendents 
and  bishops  on  the  appointment  of 
minority  and  women  clergy  and  clergy 
couples,  “recognizing  and  affirming 
their  unique  gifts  and  abilities.” 

•  Equality  in  the  denomination’s 
pension  program  for  both  men  and 
women  who  are  serving  as  clergy 
couples.  Exact  details  of  such  a  proposal 
were  left  to  be  worked  out  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women. 

•  The  Division  of  Chaplains  and 
Related  Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministries  to  appoint  a 


Woman  prof  predicts 
future  feminization * 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  —  The  ministry  may  in 
the  future  become  a  feminine  profession, 
according  to  comments  made  here  Jan.  8 
by  a  leading  female  theologian  who 
served  as  keynote  speaker  during  the 
recently  completed  National  Con¬ 
sultation  of  Ordained  Women  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Letty  M.  Russell,  assistant 
professor  of  theology  and  women’s 
studies  at  Yale  University,  told  nearly 
300  United  Methodist  clergywomen 
gathered  here  for  a  5-day  consultation 
that  the  Christian  ministry  is  already 
“highly  feminized”  as  a  profession  and 
that  in  ydars  to  cdme  nearly  all  ministers 
may  be  women.  h‘’’ 

“Women  are  entering  seminaries  in 
greater  numbers,  while  the  number  of 
men  going  to  seminary  is  decreasing," 
Dr.  Russell  told  the  clergywomen  during 
her  third  of  three  lectures.  “In  the  long 
run.  if  things  do  not  change  radically,  the 
professional  ministry,  which  is  already 
highly  feminized  by  its  association  with 
the  private  sphere  and  feminine  cultural 
traits,  may  become  a  feminine 
profession  like  nursing,  teaching  and 


Media  appeal 
for  amnesty 
takers’  set 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
Predictions  by  some  churchmen  that 
draft  evaders  and  military  deserters 
would  neither  understand  nor  respond  to 
President  Ford’s  “earned  reentry”  plan 
may  have  come  true. 

The  clemency  board,  which  ad¬ 
ministers  one  phase  of  the  program, 
announced  here  that  it  will  go  on  radio 
and  television  in  an  attempt  to  increase 
responses. 

As  the  Presidential  offer  moved  into  its 
final  month  (it  expires  Jan.  31),  only  a 
small  percentage  of  the  men  potentially 
eligible  had  applied  for  clemency. 

When  Mr.  Ford  disclosed  his  “earned 
re-entry”  program  last  September,  some 
religious  leaders  and  groups  called  it 
"inadequate.”  Some  held  that  it  was 
excessively  complicated  and  should  be 
accompanied  by  extensive  in¬ 
terpretation. 

Dr.  Herman  Will,  the  chief  peace  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
was  among  those  who  predicted  limited 
response.  He  based  that  assessment  in 
part  on  the  alternate  service  provisions 
of  clemency. 

“The  program  offers  the  war  resisters 
little  more  redress  than  was  already 
available,”  said  the  Governing  Board  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  which 
represents  31  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
Churches. 

Charles  E.  Goodell,  a  former  Senator 
from  New  York  who  is  chairman  of  the 
clemency  board,  said  in  announcing  the 
media  campaign  that  ignorance  of  the 
program  and  a  “general  lack  of  trust  in 
government”  were  among  the  reasons 
for  the  slow  response. 

The  clemency  board  handles  the  cases 
of  evaders  and  deserters  who  have  been 
convicted  and  punished.  There  are  as 
many  as  100,000  potential  applicants.  As 
of  Jan.  6,  890  applications  had  been 
received. 

Unsettled  civilian  draft  evasion  cases 
are  handled  by  the  Justice  Department, 
which  has  167  applications  out  of  6,300 
known  cases.  Unsettled  military  cases 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Defense  Depart¬ 
ment.  Of  12,500  fugitives,  some  2,625  had 
applied  for  clemency. 


social  work.” 

Statistics  sheets  distributed  during  the 
consultation  show  that  among  United 
Methodist  seminaries  16.4  per  cent  of  the 
students  were  women  during  the  fall 
semester  1974. 

Dr.  Russell  said  the  feminization  of  the 
professional  ministry  is  one  of  six  major 
changes  she  can  see  “already  beginning 
to  happen”  in  the  church  today.  The 
other  five  include  the  following: 

•  “Women  and  men  will  begin  moving 
into  ‘tent-making’  or  self-supporting 
ministries.”  Dr.  Russell  said  that  with 
declining  church  membership  and 
declining  financial  resources  that 
ministers  more  and  more  will  find 

'"themselves  117  poditMnfc ‘whew  they  have 
to  support  themselves  from  "outside  the 
ministry.  She  said  that  with  a  four  or 
three  day  work  week  in  the  secular 
world,  such  support  will  be  possible. 
“Our  vocations  will  increasingly  be,  not 
necessarily  what  we  are  paid  for,  but 
what  we  chose  to  do  which  brings 
meaning  to  our  lives.” 

•  “Paid  ministry  will  not  be  dependent 
on  clerical  ordination  or  limited  to 
sacramental  functions.”  She  predicted 
that  those  persons  preaching  or  ad¬ 
ministering  the  sacraments  will  work  as 
volunteers  and  paid  workers  will  be  those 
who  on  a  short  term  basis  lend  certain 
expertise  to  help  the  congregation  in  its 
ministry. 

•  “Theological  education  will  begin  to 
follow  a  variety  of  models  which  will 
liberate  students  to  gain  the  theological 
knowledge  needed  by  the  church,  while 
at  the  same  time  providing  opportunity 
for  exploring  another  professional  skill.” 
She  said  training  in  theology  will  sup¬ 
plement  other  professions  many  times 
rather  than  being  a  profession  in  itself. 

•  “Increasing  numbers  of  people  will 
be  set  apart  for  special  ministries  of 
shorter  duration.”  Dr.  Russell  said  that 
the  church  may  follow  a  trend  predicted 
for  most  other  work  areas. where  persons 
will  change  jobs  and  need  continued 
education  about  every  ten  years.  This, 
she  said,  would  bring  about  many  forms 
of  ministry. 

•  “Clergy  will  no  longer  be  viewed  as 
professional  Christians  who  have  all  of 
the  gifts  of  the  spirit  by  virtue  of  or¬ 
dination.”  She  said  that  with  many 
persons  working  in  volunteer  and  paid 
ministry,  the  churches  may  appoint  a 
number  of  persons  to  duties  now  assigned 
to  the  clergy. 


woman  to  its  presently  all  male  staff  and 
for  a  program  to  be  launched  to  raise  the 
“feminine  counsciousness  level”  of  the 
division's  staff. 

•  25%  of  the  church  scholarship  money 
now  available  for  ethnic  minorities  be 
designated  for  ethnic  women. 

Hotly  debated  issue 
Because  of  the  consensus  style  of 
operation  and  a  lack  of  actual  vote 
counts,  it  was  hard  to  estimate  support 
given  to  many  of  the  “affirmed” 
statements,  but  among  the  most  hotly 
debated  was  the  statement  on 
homosexuality. 

The  originally  presented  statement  on 
homosexuality  had  supported  “the  or¬ 
dination  of  gay  people  to  the  ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church”  and  had 
called  for  a  “gay”  woman  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  a  study  group  to  be  formed 
within  the  Task  Force  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  which  would  study  the 
relationship  of  such  women  to  the 
ministry. 

The  strongly  pro-homosexual 
statement  was  rejected  by  the  group  as  a 
whole  in  favor  of  the  more  vague  call  for 
a  study  and  revision  of  the 
denomination’s  Social  Principles  as  they 
relate  to  homosexuals. 

One  of  the  most  convincing  arguments 
put  forth  against  the  original  statement 
was  that  the  action  recommended  was  a 
“political  hot  potato”  likely  to  hurt  the 
cause  of  women  in  general,  if  presented 
as  first  drafted. 

The  press  —  which  for  the  most  part 
had  been  kept  in  the  dark  about  the 
preparation  of  the  various  position 
papers  until  the  actual  night  of  the 
presentation  —  also  became  an  issfle  at 
one  point  as  some  consultation  members 
suggested  that  members  of  the  press  be 
ejected  as  the  debate  heated.  After  a 
discussion  and  a  statement  by  a  reporter 
from  a  Chicago  newspaper  that  such  a 
move  would  set  church-press  relations 
back  50  years,  the  matter  was  brought  to 
a  vote  and  the  press  corps  remained  in 
the  meeting. 

Members  not  ‘radical’ 

Although  some  of  the  actions  taken 
during  the  final  night’s  meeting  may 
appear  “radical”  to  many  members  of 
the  denomination  at  large,  it  would  be 
hard  to  define  consultation  members  in 
general  as  “radical.” 

They  came  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  and  ranged  in  age  from  20  to  83 
with  a  third  of  the  participants  falling  in 
the  20  to  30  age  bracket.  Another  44  of  the 
participants  were  over  50. 

Most  of  the  week  was  J  not  spent! 
drawing  up  the  Statements  Mvhicfr  : 
eventually  became  the  “big  news”  but  in 
“getting  to  know  each  other”  and  sharing 
experience  as  professionals  and  women 
coming  together  for  the  first  time  in 
history. 

During  the  opening  session  of  the 
V-v.v. 


consultation  one  woman  summed  up 
what  many  were  to  express  during  the 
course  of  the  meetings.  She  told  the 
group,  “When  I  have  been  with  other 
women  I  have  been  in  the  minority 
because  I  am  a  minister.  When  I  have 
been  with  other  ministers  I  have  been  in 
the  minority  because  I  am  a  woman. 
Today,  thank  God,  I  am  in  the  majority.” 

A  number  of  platform  speakers  spoke 
to  the  women  during  the  five  days,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Rev.  Myrtle  Saylor-Speer,  an 
83-year-old  woman  who  was  ordained 
last  May  as  a  full  member  of  the  Iowa 
Annual  Conference  after  58  years  as  a 
minister. 

Re-word  sexist  language 

A  persistent  subject  of  both  formal  and 
informal  discussion  was  the  “de- 
masculinization”  of  worship  and  the  faith 
in  general.  The  clergywomen  heard 
presentations  on  and  discussed  methods 
of  removing  sexist  language  from 
worship  forms  and  church  liturgy. 
Practices  such  as  referring  to  God  as 
“the  Father”  and  as  “He”  were  brought 
up  as  problems  which  need  to  be  met  if 
the  church  is  to  minister  adequately  to 
women  as  well  as  men. 

“Ever  since  we  have  been  born  we 
have  been  required  to  take  such  words  as 
‘man’  and  ‘Father’  and  ‘mankind’  and 
transfer  the  meanings  in  our  minds  to 
include  women,”  one  clergywoman  said. 
“Little  girls  growing  up  from  now  on 
should  not  be  required  to  make  that 
transfer.  We  need  to  always  speak  of  God 
in  terms  which  say  that  God  is  neither 
man  nor  woman  but  creator  and 
redeemer.” 

Women  attending  the  consultation 
expressed  hopes  that  other  such 
meetings  will  be  held  in  the  future  where 
women  can  gather  and  share  with  each 
other. 

“For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  have 
spent  a  week  when  I  didn’t  once  feel  a  bit 
odd  because  I  am  a  minister,”  one 
clergywoman  said.  “It  has  done  a  lot  to 
make  me  accept  myself.  It  has  done  a  lot 
to  strengthen  my  ministry.” 


1975 

week  of  prayer  for  Christian  unity 

Theme  poster  for  Christian  Unity  Week 

GARRISON,  N.Y.  —  The  theme  of  the  1975  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  — 
Reconciled  by  the  Christ  Who  Renews,  Frees  and  Unites  —  is  illustrated  in  this 
poster  as  prepared  by  the  Graymoor  Ecumenical  Institute  in  Garrison,  N.Y. 
Selected  by  the  Institute  and  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  the  theme  is  meant  to  embrace  the  emphases  of  the  1975 
Catholic  Holy  Year,  renewal  and  reconciliation,  and  of  the  1975  Fifth  Assembly  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites.  Dates  for  the  annual 
ecumenical  observance  will  be  January  18-25.  religious  news  service  photo 


U.M.  Council  on  Evangelism  says 

Evangelism  is  faith’s  ‘heartbeat’ 


ST.  PETERSBURG,  Fla.  (UMC)  — 
Living  the  slogan  “Evangelism,  Heart¬ 
beat  of  the  Christian  Faith;  Discipleship, 
the  Goal  of  Evangelism,”  400  registered 
delegates  and  guests  spent  five  days  here 
listening  to  lectures  and  participating  in 
workshops.  The  ocofcsion  wastthe  apnual 
Jftiteting  of  the  United  Methodist  Council 
on  Evangelism,  Jan.  1-5. 

A  Roman  Catholic  archbishop,  four 
United  Methodist  bishops,  a 
Presbyterian  author-lecturer  and  a 
dozen  other  evangelism  specialists  led 
the  program  which  focused  on  the 


the  church  today 


Wisconsin  U.M.  pastor 
murdered 

MILWAUKEE,  Wise.  -  A  United 
Methodist  minister  was  shot  and  killed 
here  last  Monday  while  hanging 
wallpaper  in  the  parsonage  he  was 
renovating. 

The  Rev.  Alvin  B.  Moore,  48,  senior 
pastor  of  Solomon’s  Community  Temple, 
and  member  of  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference,  was  found  dead  by  persons 
who  arrived  for  an  appointment, 
Milwaukee  police  said.  He  had  been  shot 
three  times. 

Police  were  still  investigating 
suspects,  but  no  arrests  had  been  made 
at  TM/  UMR  press  time. 

Mr.  Moore,  who  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
nine  children  and  his  parents,  was 
assigned  in  June  to  the  Milwaukee  United 
Methodist  complex,  a  conglomerate  of 
three  newly-merged  congregations  in  the 
inner-city. 

New  officers  elected  for 
Evangelism  Council 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  Fla.  (UMC)  - 
Dr.  Reynolds  W.  Green,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dalton, 
Ga.,  is  the  new  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Evangelism.  He 
was  elected  for  a  two-year  term  at  the 
Council’s  meeting  here  Jan.  1-5. 
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KESHENA.  Wis. 
—  An  Indian  wrap¬ 
ped  in  an  American 
flag  dances  in  front 
of  a  police  road¬ 
block  at  the  en¬ 
trance  to  an  unused 
monastery  near 
here  seized  by  a 
group  calling  them¬ 
selves  the  Menomi¬ 
nee  Warrior  Soci¬ 
ety.  U.M.  minister 
James  Feay  is  one 
of  a  team  of  Indian 
ministers  manning 
checkpoints  and 
aiding  to  keep  the 
peace. 
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Jan.  1-5. 

Dr.  Green,  who  had  been  vice  president 
of  the  Council,  moves  up  to  the  top  post  to 
succeed  Dr.  Emerson  G.  Colaw,  minister 
of  the  Hyde  Park  Community  United 
Methodist  Church,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  council  is  auxiliary  to  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Thomas  Bryant,  a  Jeffersonville,  Ind., 
layman  was  elected  vice  president,  and 
Dr.  Alvin  Murray,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  was  named 
secretary-treasurei . 

Prayer  mushrooms  on 
Wall  Street 

NEW  YORK  (EP)  —  Brokers  on  Wall 
Street  are  praying  literally  —  for  a 
stronger  stock  market. 

Ministers  at  Trinity  Church  near  the 
financial  center,  report  that  the  number 
of  workers  on  Wall  Street  praying  at  the 
noon  mass  has  just  about  doubled. 

Clergymen  at  St.  Paul’s  chapel  say 
that  there  are  more  individuals  from  the 
financial  community  sitting  in  pews 
meditating  at  all  hours  of  the  working 
day. 

Among  people  who  visit  these  two 
historic  churches  during  the  week  are  the 
brokers  and  investment  bankers  who  are 
attempting  to  cope  with  one  of  the 
street’s  most  serious  profit  squeezes. 
Brokerage  house  profits  are  down,  firms 
are  disappearing  and  plenty  of  Wall 
Streeters  —  both  executive  and  lower 
echelon  individuals  —  are  either  worried 
about  their  jobs  or  are  looking  for  new 
employment. 

First  safety  inspection  award 
made 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Decorah, 
Iowa,  has  become  the  first  congregation 
in  the  nation  to  receive  a  fire  ex¬ 
tinguisher  award  for  safety  inspection 
under  the  denomination’s  general  in¬ 
surance  program. 

Insured  churches  can  receive  one 
extinguisher  during  each  twelve-month 
period  in  states  where  the  awards  are 
part  of  the  program,  according  to  John  C. 
Espie,  a  staff  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  here.  As  of  October  31, 
more  than  1,800  policies  have  been 
written  covering  more  than  5,000  in¬ 
dividual  properties  for  almost  three- 
quarters  of  a  billion  dollars  at  an 
estimated  premium  savings  to  the  in¬ 
sured  of  $500,000. 


denomination's  participation  in  the 
World  Methodist  “Year  of  Evangelism.” 

The  Council  of  Evangelism,  designed 
for  conference  and  district  evangelism 
leaders,  pastors,  laymen  and  full-time 
evangelists,  was  organize*!  in  1955.  It  is 
‘  ah  auxiliary  to  ,.the  church's,,  General 1 
Board  of  Discipleship,  which  is 
headquartered  in  Nashville. 

Bishop  A.  James  Armstrong  of 
Aberdeen,  S.D.,  in  his  keynote  address 
said:  “We  need  an  emphasis  on 
wholeness  —  the  whole  gospel  applied  to 
the  whole  life  of  the  whole  world  ” 
Archbishop  Fulton  J.  Sheen’ bared  his 
own  soul  and  revealed  his  own  life-long 
prayer  habits  in  two  morning  addresses 
under  the  general  theme  of  "The 
Minister  and  His  Prayer  Life.” 

As  one  minister  put  it  following  the 
Roman  Catholic  prelate’s  address,  “It 
was  worth  the  long  trip  and  the  cost  of 
coming  just  for  that!” 

Bishop  Sheen  revealed  that  for  56  years 
he  had  never  missed  a  single  day 
spending  a  solid  hour  in  prayer  apart 
from  his  regular  celebration  of  the  Mass 
and  testified  that  whatever  God  had  been 
able  to  do  through  him  grew  in  large 
measure  out  of  this  well-kept  devotional 
habit. 

Robert  K.  Hudnut,  Presbyterian 
clergyman  and  author  from  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  denounced  what  he  called  “the 
soft  sell  and  the  soft  gospel  which  have 
attracted  soft  people."  In  contrast,  he 
said,  “Christ  preached  a  tough  gospel  in 
tough  times  to  tough  people.” 

One  way  to  recover  that  gospel,  he  said 
is  to  recover  the  gospel’s  “cutting  edge,” 
outlining  a  drastic  program  of  self- 
evaluation  for  the  local  church  to  trim  its 
rolls  of  “dead  wood"  and  to  get  its 
members  actively  involved  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  essentials  of  the  faith  and 
the  church’s  outreach  and  benevolence 
programs. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of  New 


Orleans  said  that  one  of  the  primary 
tasks  facing  the  ministry  is  “to  make  the 
church  whole  again.” 

“We  cannot  have  Caucus  A  biting 
Caucus  B,”  he  said,  “and  both  of  them 
opposing  Caucus  C  and  then  all  three  of 
►•them  ganging  up  against  the  bishop.” 

Trust  is  beginning  to  emerge,  he  felt. 
“Ultimately  we  will  have  to  abandon  the 
mandatory  quota  system  for  minorities 
and  special  groups  and  operate  on  simple 
Christ-like  love  and  trust.”  And  he 
supported  his  contention  with  several 
examples  of  how  divergent  groups  are 
working  together  in  his  own  area. 

Nine  workshops  were  offered  the 
conference  delegates,  with  each  person 
having  an  opportunity  to  share  in  three 
such  sessions.  Subjects  ranged  all  the 
way  from  “Evangelistic  Preaching”  to 
“Trends  in  the  Church”  and  “The 
Charismatic  Movement.” 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Council  and  its 
enlarged  Convocation  on  Evangelism 
will  be  held  in  Philadelphia  Jan.  5-8, 1976. 
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Conference  seeks  remedy 

Church  school  membership  drops  by  40  per  cent 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Will  one  hundred  United  Methodist 
churches  which  are  truly  concerned 
about  a  decline  in  church  school  enroll¬ 
ment  please  step  forward?  This  is  the 
challenge  made  recently  to  congrega¬ 
tions  within  the  Southern  Califomia- 
Arizona  Annual  Conference. 

For  those  who  respond,  a  compre¬ 
hensive  two-year  effort  now  being 
launched  within  the  conference  could 
well  help  them  to  reverse  the  downward 


Paced  with  an  over-aii  decline  of  45 
percent  —  or  80,861  persons  —  in  church 
school  membership  in  the  past  ten  years, 
the  conference’s  council  on  ministries 
has  created,  through  a  task  force  on 
reshaping  education,  an  ambitious  three- 


pronged  program  to  beef  up  Christian 
education. 

Goals  are: 

•  To  enlist  100  churches  which  will 
have  a  high  priority  for  Christian 
education  —  not  just  in  words  but  in 
deeds. 

•  To  help  the  100  congregations 
acquire  skills  that  will  enable  them 
continually  to  evaluate  their  needs  and 
program. 

•  Tb  relate  the  task  force  efforts  to  a 
larger  network  of  leadership  training  and 
skill  improvement  throughout  the  con¬ 
ference  and  its  ten  districts. 

Accepted  as  an  annual  conference 
program  goal,  the  plan  calls  for  churches 
to  “assess  the  effectiveness,  increase  the 


4 Daddy  King 9  to  retire 
from  Baptist  ministry 


ATLANTA  (RNS)  —  The  Rev.  Martin 
Luther  King,  Sr.,  father  of  the  slain  civil 
rights  leader,  will  retire  in  August  after 
44  years  as  pastor  of  Ebenezer  Baptist 
Church  here. 

He  will  be  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
Joseph  L.  Roberts,  Jr.,  39,  one  of  six  top 
executives  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.  S.  (Southern).  Mr.  Roberts  was 
rebaptized,  by  immerson,  into  the 
Baptist  Church  in  early  January. 

“Daddy  King,”  as  the  75-year-old 
clergyman  is  known,  will  become  pastor- 
emeritus  of  Ebenezer.  The  question  of  a 
successor  has  been  on  his  mind  for 
months. 

Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  was  co¬ 
pastor  with  his  father  before  he  was 
killed  in  1968.  Then  the  Rev.  A.  D. 
Williams  King,  a  second  son,  became  co¬ 
pastor.  He  died  by  drowning. 

The  senior  King  followed  his  father-in- 
law  in  the  Ebenezer  pulpit.  His  wife, 
Alberta  Williams  King  was  killed  last 
year  by  an  assassin  as  she  played  the 
organ  at  Sunday  worship. 

After  retirement,  "Daddy  King”  plans 

Clergy  counselor 
role  changing 

SEATTLE  (EP)  —  Ministers  who  seek 
career  guidance  are  asking  “a  totally 
different”  question  now  than  they  did  10 
years  ago,  according  to  the  Rev.  William 
F.  Kopelke,  Jr. 

The  United  Methodist  minister  and 
retired  Air  Force  chaplain  is  new  on  the 
staff  of  the  Pastoral  Institute  of 
Washington  as  career  development 
director-counselor. 

A  decade  or  so  ago,  “when  the  whole 
professional  clergy  was  in  such  an 
uproar,”  ministers,  priests  and  rabbis 
were  asking  for  help  in  leaving  the 
ministry  and  finding  new  careers,  Mr. 
Kopelke  said.  Now,  he  points  out,  they 
want  to  know  how  to  stay  in  the  ministry 
and  make  better  use  of  time  and  talents. 


You'd  Be 
Saddened,  Too! 


Yes,  If  your  father  had  com¬ 
mitted  suicide,  due  to  extreme 
poverty,  like  10-year-old  Santha’s 
did,  you  too  would  have  an  aching 
heart  —  and  a  sad  countenance. 
Santha  lives  in  India  where 
millions  are  terribly  hungry,  even 
starving.  We  took  the  child  Into  one 
of  our  orphanages,  but  we  need 
someone  to  help  us  keep  her  there. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Santha  or  some  other 
child  In  one  of  our  orphanages  in 
India,  Korea,  or  Brazil,  could  be  a 
rewarding  undertaking  for  a  single 
person,  a  family,  a  youth  group,  or 
a  Sunday  School  class.  You  will 
receive  complete  information  on 
"your”  child,  and  you  may  write 
him  if  you  wish.  You  will  not  be 
asked  to  sign  a  contract.  The  cost  is 
still  just  $10  a  month.  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  is  approved  by 
the  U.  S.  gov’t  so  that  payments 
arc  tax  deductible.  Investing  in  a 
child  is  investing  in  eternity. 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a 
child  where  need  is 

greatest - - - 

I  prefer  a  child  in 


Enclosed  is  payment 

for  first  month - 

Full  Year - 


City 


to  complete  an  autobiography  started 
years  ago.  He  has  had  a  front  row  seat  in 
the  ongoing  history  of  the  U.  S.  civil 
rights  movement. 

Mr.  Roberts,  the  Ebenezer  pastor- 
designate,  has  been  director  of  Corporate 
and  Social  Ministry  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.  S.  (Southern  Presbyterian), 
based  in  Atlanta,  since  March  of  1973.  He 
came  to  the  national  denominational 
staff  in  1970  from  a  United  Presbyterian 
pastorate  in  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Roberts,  who  grew  up  in  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
holds  the  highest  professional  position 
ever  attained  by  a  black  in  the  Southern 
Presbyterian  denomination.  He  will 
retain  the  post,  one  of  six  co-equal  top 
administrative  slots,  until  June. 


State  and  Zip 


attendance,  and  begin  to  reshape  for  all 
people  the  education  program  of  our 
churches,”  according  to  the  Rev,  B.  Don 
Brummet,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  and  a  member  of  the  task 
force. 

In  an  article  for  “Newspulse,”  the  con¬ 
ference’s  newspaper  affiliated  with 
TM/UMR,  Mr.  Brummet  said,  “We  are 
in  trouble  in  our  programs  of  Christian 
nurture.”  However,  he  said,  the  confer¬ 
ence  council  believes  that  the  decline  can 
be  stopped  and  increases  can  be  achieved 
“if  we  will  come  together  to  share  and  to 
learn  ways  of  developing  our  programs.” 

A  series  of  training  events,  to  follow 
recruitment  of  the  100  churches,  will 
begin  in  April  and  continue  through 
April,  1976.  Simultaneously  churches  will 
be  helped  and  encouraged  to  design  and 
implement  their  own  projects,  studies, 
etc.  Consultation  teams  will  be  available 
to  each  congregation  throughout  the 
year. 

A  second  phase  of  the  goal,  innovative 
education,  will  be  developed  as  the  task 
force  moves  into  implementation  in  the 
workshops,  task  force  members  say. 

Local  church  participation  in  the 
program  will  be  by  contractual 
agreement.  Churches  will  be  asked  to: 
recognize  the  education  effort  as  a  top 
priority ;  provide  a  team  of  no  less  than 
four  persons,  including  the  senior  pastor; 
use  survey  and  assessment  tools;  attend 
the  workshops;  set  goals  and  work 
toward  implementing  them.  They  will 
also  pay  a  fee  for  materials  and  resource 
people  and  make  a  decision  about 
financial  support  for  their  local  teams. 

Between  1961  and  1970,  the  church 
schools  of  the  entire  United  Methodist 
church  reported  losses  of  24  percent,  Mr. 
Brummet  noted.  “Our  conference  has 
lost  an  even  higher  percentage.  It  was 
out  of  this  concern  that  the  conference 
council  accepted  as  a  program  goal  an 
emphasis  on  reshaping  education.” 


‘Painting  preacher’ 


BRISTOL,  TENN.  —  The  Rev.  Fred  Morgan,  circuit  pastor,  displays  one  of  the 
thousands  of  paintings  he  has  produced  through  a  lightning-fast  process  all  his  own. 

Mr.  Morgan  teaches  and  demonstrates  his  technique  as  one  arm  of  his  ministry  to 
five  churches  in  the  Lebanon,  Va.,  area,  Holston  Conference. 

Circuit  pastor  uses  art 
to  further  his  ministry 

inch  brush  of  his  own  design,  he  blends 
colors  with  the  same  brush,  dipping  it  in 
a  muffin-tin  instead  of  on  a  palette. 

When  he  isn’t  commuting  the  30  miles 
among  his  congregations  in  the  Lebanon, 
Va.,  area,  or  teaching  art  at  two  com¬ 
munity  colleges,  the  “speed-artist”  may 
be  found  giving  demonstrations  at  a 
church  camp,  or  counseling  those  who 
come  to  his  shop  for  ministry  as  well  as 
canvases. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

BRISTOL,  TENN.  —  Pastors  with 
hectic  schedules  might  well  ponder  about 
a  fellow-pastor  who  serves  five  United 
Methodist  circuit  churches  in  the  Holston 
Conference,  operates  an  art  shop  here, 
teaches  art  classes,  and  still  turns  out,  on 
occasion,  several  paintings  a  day. 

The  secret  of  the  Rev.  Fred  Morgan, 
the  “painting  preacher’’  who  has 
produced  thousands  of  art  works  in  the 
past  15  years,  lies  in  his  speed  —  and  his 
determination  to  use  his  gift  to  further 
his  ministry. 

In  a  painting  demonstration  before  a 
church  or  civic  group,  says  his  wife,  Mr. 
Morgan  can  easily  produce  two  fairly- 
large  works  in  30  minutes.  Using  a  two- 


A  United  Methodist  minister  for  20 
years,  Mr.  Morgan  opened  his  first  studio 
and  art  center  in  Bristol  in  1963.  Always 
active  with  youth  groups,  he  says  he  has 
often  found  that  “many  of  those  who 
come  for  art’s  sake  will  stay  for  the 
fellowship  of  the  church.” 


Stewardship  is  team  effort 

Fund  raisers  boost 


U.M.  churches 


WRITE  TO:  Rev  &  Mrs.  Albert 
E.  Purviance,  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.,  Box  626 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  82001. 


By  CONNIE  MYER 
Interpretive  Services 
If  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
anyone  labeled  “professional  fund 
raisers,”  the  26  men  and  one  woman  of 
the  National  Division’s  Office  of  Finance 
and  Field  Service  probably  best  fill  that 
Mil. 

They  labor  nine  to  10  months  out  of  the 
year  helping  local  churches  from  coast  to 
coast  conduct  stewardship  drives. 
During  those  months,  “home”  to  the  26 
ministers  and  their  wives,  who  are  a 
most  important  part  of  this  team 
ministry,  are  inexpensive  motels.  Their 
meals  are  eaten  in  lower  cost 
restaurants. 

“When  I  was  a  pastor’s  wife,  I  was 
active  in  the  church  because  I  love 
people,”  said  Mrs.  Alton  S.  Miller,  one  of 
the  service’s  team  members,  whose 
home  is  Wilmington,  Del.,  for  about  three 
months  every  year.  “And  I  still  love  my 
new  role  with  the  field  service.  There’s 
nothing  so  rewarding  as  going  into  a 
church  that  needs  help  in  raising  its 
budget.  It’s  especially  great  when  you 
can  go  back  later  and  see  the  actual  new 
building  or  some  other  achievement  that 
you  were  once  involved  in  raising  funds 
for.” 

In  1973,  the  service  secured  $38,576,538 
in  cash  and  pledges  in  local  church, 
Annual  Conference,  district,  institutional 
and  Every  Church  Stewardship 
Enlistment  Crusades.  Churches  served 
ranged  from  West  Market  Street  in 
Greensboro,  N.C.,  with  3,600  members  to 
50-member  Turner’s  Chapel  in  Canton, 
Ohio. 

“Professionals  but  not  commercial”  is 
the  way  the  service  describes  itself.  Staff 
members  do  receive  fees  for  their  work 
and  the  service  is  self-supporting.  These 
“ministers  of  finance”  have  a  regular, 
low  per  diem  for  their  travel  expenses 
and  their  salaries  also  come  out  of  the  1.8 


and  inner  city  churches.  In  effect,  larger 
churches’  fees  are  used  to  help  finance 
services  to  these  smaller  churches. 

Team  helps  plan  crusade 

How  does  the  office  actually  conduct  a 
stewardship  crusade  in  a  local  church? 
After  the  initial  budget  consultation, 
when  amounts  are  designated  for  budget 
and  capital  expenditures,  if  any,  dates 
are  set  for  the  stewardship  campaign, 
usually  conducted  in  the  fall.  Fall  is  the 
high  point  of  F&FS  activity,  when  seven 
part-time  ministers  join  the  full-time 
staff.  When  the  time  for  the  crusade 
nears,  the  Finance  and  Field  Service 
husband  and  wife  team  return  to  the  local 
church  or  conference.  They  usually  need 
two  weeks  to  conduct  a  crusade  in  an 
average-size  church,  three  to  four  weeks 
for  a  larger  one. 

Under  their  system,  about  10  to  20  per 
cent  of  the  church  members  attend 
training  sessions  in  which  they  learn  to 
be  subscription  canvassers.  Enthusiasm 
may  be  whetted  by  prayer  services, 
fellowship,  a  church  dinner. 

The  team  strives  to  involve  the  local 
congregation  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
many  aspects  of  a  crusade,  but  at  the 
same  time  they  help  church  members 
with  the  techniques  they  have  learned 
from  their  broad  experience.  The 
minister  team  member  will  address  the 
congregation  on  stewardship  goals,  while 
his  wife  often  talks  to  the  church  school 
or  United  Methodist  Women  units. 

During  the  campaign,  there  are 
several  reporting  sessions,  with  the 
national  fund-raising  team  again 
providing  moral  and  spiritual  in¬ 
spiration.  When  the  final  reports  come  in, 
teams  tally  up  amounts,  check  pledge 
cards  and  do  much  behind-the-scenes 
detail  work.  It  all  adds  up  to  what  both 


per  cent  tee  charged  to  churches  and  local  church  people,  based  on  many 
conferences  using  their  services.  The  enthusiastic  responses,  and  team 


Rev.  Frank  Countryman,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Finance  and  Field 
Service  Office,  says  this  is  “very  low 
compared  to  commercial  fund-raising 
organizations."  Fees  are  negotiated  for 
minority  and  for  small,  struggling  rural 


Terrorist 
grenade 
injures 
U.S.  girl 

JERUSALEM  — 
Dejean  Replogle, 
16,  of  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  is  comforted 
by  a  doctor  in  the 
Jerusalem  hospital 
after  she  was  in¬ 
jured  when  a  ter¬ 
rorist  grenade 
struck  the  bus  in 
which  she  was 
riding.  Miss 
Replogle  and  17  fel¬ 
low  parishioners  of 
the  Main  Street 
Baptist  Church  of 
Jacksonville  were 
travefing  from 
Jerusalem  to  Jeri¬ 
cho  when  the  gre¬ 
nade  hit  the  bus  at 
the  ruins  of 
Bethany. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS 
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members  call  “a  spiritually  rewarding 
experience.”  So  successful  are  many  of 
the  crusades  that  Finance  and  Field 
Service  teams  often  are  asked  to  repeat 
their  work  in  the  church’s  next  fund¬ 
raising  drive. 


Minority  churches  aided 
Early  in  1973,  F&FS  conducted  a 
successful  crusade  in  the  black  Meridian 
District  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Mississippi,  subscribing  $127,704  for 
both  budget  and  capital  needs. 

The  Meridian  drive  is  but  one  example 
of  increased  emphasis  on  fund-raising 
amon|f minority  chruches  that  marks  the 
45th  year  of  the' Office  of  Finance  and 
Field  Service.  “During  1973  we  moved 
more  into  working  with  mission  and 
minority  churches,  serving  those 
churches  with  reduced  fees  or  no  fees  at 
all,”  explained  Mr.  Countryman.  “We 
served  19  minority  churches  in  1973, 
besides  the  Meridian  District,  and  this 
year  we  expect  to  do  even  more.”  Staff 
workers  will  conduct  a  stewardship 
campaign  in  the  Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference  during  the  first  six  months  of 
1975. 

Countryman  sees  trend 
toward  giving 

Frank  Countryman  sees  what  he 
considers  to  be  a  trend  in  United 
Methodist  attitudes  toward  church 
giving.  “It’s  easier  to  raise  money  for 
specific  causes,  even  mission  causes, 
than  for  World  Service  which  isn’t 
spelled  out  as  to  where  the  money  is 
going.  It’s  more  and  more  difficult  to  get 
churches  to  include  World  Service  and 
other  general  funds  in  their  budgets.  I 

Nigerian  leader 
warns  church  of 
‘dark  cloud 9 

IBADAN,  Nigeria  (RNS)  —  Nigeria  is 
caught  in  a  leadership  crisis  that  is  a 
prelude  to  “disaster,”  the  president  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Nigeria  said  in 
an  address  before  the  denomination’s 
annual  conference  here. 

Dr.  E.  Bolaji  Idowu  warned  that  the 
nation  is  under  a  “dark  and  dense  cloud" 
because  of  “collective  irrespon¬ 
sibilities.”  He  described  the  situation  as 
“a  solidarity  of  chaos.” 

The  Methodist  president  appealed  to 
government  leaders  to  listen  to  the 
wishes  of  people  before  acting.  The  best 
way  to  listen,  he  said,  is  to  guarantee  the 
freedom  of  the  press. 

“It  is  very  dangerous  to  gag  the  press 
and  not  to  let  people  express  themselves, 
because  then  you  have  bottled  up  things 
which  will  continue  to  fester.” 

Nigeria  is  ruled  by  a  military  govern¬ 
ment  headed  by  General  Yakubu  Gowon. 
It  has  recently  experienced  economic, 
agricultural,  education  and  social 
problems. 

The  Methodist  conference,  represent¬ 
ing  a  constituency  of  some  150,000  per¬ 
sons,  adopted  a  resolution  decrying  the 
state  of  national  leadership,  filth  in  towns 
and  cities,  bribery  and  corruption  and 
highway  accidents. 

Corruption  in  Nigerian  life  is  so  com¬ 
mon,  Dr.  Idowu  alleged,  that  it  is  like 
“Babel  ...  a  reversion  to  the  primordial 
chaos.”  He  said  Nigeria  needs  a  Pen¬ 
tecost,  “a  recreation  into  newness  of 
what  sin  has  spoilt.” 

A  major  action  by  the  Methodist 
conference  was  the  approval  of  a  new 
constitution,  which  must  be  endorsed  by 
districts  before  it  goes  into  effect. 


guess  it  reflects  some  distrust  of  in¬ 
stitutions  and  the  fact  that  some  people 
don’t  always  agree  with  some  causes  the 
national  church  supports. 

“There  are  not  nearly  as  many  in¬ 
stances  now,  however,  of  people  refusing 
to  pledge  because  of  actions  the  church 
has  taken  on  social  issues.  I  believe  these 
people  have  either  left  our  church,,  have 
been  educated  to  accept  our  stand,  or  in 
the  last  analysis  are  simply  apathetic.” 

During  1975,  F&FS  will  participate  in 
what  the  executive  secretary  calls  a 
“significant  fund  program  in  North 
Dakota  Annual  Conference  where  all 
money  raised  will  be  for  local,  national 
and  world  missions.  This  will  include 
World  Service  and  amounts  for  Con¬ 
ference  Advance  Specials,  black  colleges 
and  expanded  mission  in  North  Dakota.” 

In  the  final  analysis,  Finance  and  Field 
Service  makes  “a  tremendous  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  whole  church,”  in  Mr. 
Countryman  opinion.  “We  help  give  the 
church  a  spiritual  base  for  giving  — 
that’s  the  heart  of  our  commitment.  We 
do  more  for  a  church  than  a  commercial 
organization  could  do.  We  create  a  really 
Christian  drive,  a  lasting  kind  of  thing.” 
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Poll  shows 
church  going 

holds  level 

PRINCETON,  N.  J.  (RNS)  -  Forty 
per  cent  of  the  U.S.  adult  population  atr 
tended  church  or  synagogue  in  a  typical 
week  in  1974,  the  same  level  reported  in 
three  previous  years,  the  Gallup  Poll 
reported  here  last  month. 

Between  1958  and  1971,  churchgoinfi 
slipped  nine  percentage  points,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Gallup. 

The  survey  organization  said  there  was 
little  change  in  1974  church  attendance 
patterns  among  Protestants  and  Catho¬ 
lics  from  those  reported  in  1973  when  37 
per  cent  of  the  Protestants  and  55  per 
cent  of  the  Catholics  went  to  worship  in  & 
typical  week. 

Protestant  attendance  has  remained 
constant  since  1964,  but  Catholic  at¬ 
tendance  fell  16  percentage  points  be¬ 
tween  1964  and  1971. 

Jewish  attendance  also  remains  rela¬ 
tively  unchanged,  with  a  drop  of  only  onie 
point  —  from  17  to  16  per  cent  —  between 
1964  and  1974. 

Persons  over  50  years  of  age  —  42  pet 
cent  of  the  Protestants  and  66  per  cent  off 
the  Catholics  —  are  the  most  likely  tb 
attend  church,  Gallup  said. 

Only  30  per  cent  of  the  Protestants 
from  18  to  30  years  of  age  and  41  per  cerit 
of  the  Catholics  are  churchgoers,  Gallup 
reported,  while  36  per  cent  of  the  Protes¬ 
tants  and  57  per  cent  of  the  Catholics 
between  ages  30  and  49  attend. 

To  obtain  the  figures  on  church  at¬ 
tendance,  Gallup  conducted  6,261  inteC- 
views  during  weeks  selected  to  account 
for  seasonal  fluctuations. 

Alcohol  industry 
challenged  to 
cut  production 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (RNS)  -  The 
alcoholic  beverage  industry  has  been 
urged  by  the  president  of  the  National 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union 
“to  cut  its  production  by  one-half  so  such 
conserved  grain  might  be  sent  to  star¬ 
ving  millions  abroad.” 

In  her  New  Year’s  message,  WCTU 
leader  Mrs.  Herman  Stanley  also 
challenged  the  American  public  “to 
resolve  to  abstain  from  all  alcoholic 
beverages  for  six  months." 

“Such  a  procedure  would  truly  prove 
the  real  spirit  of  the  holiday  season,”  she 
said. 

“A  recent  statement  by  Malcolm 
Harris,  president  of  the  Distilled  Spirit* 
Council,  pointing  to  the  necessity  of  the 
industry  for  the  survival  of  the  nation’s 
economy,  is  ridiculous  as  it  ife 
fallacious,”  the  WCTU  leader  said. 

“This  industry,  more  than  any  other  in 
the  nation  today,  not  only  uses  the  graih 
so  important  to  feeding  our  own  poor,  but 
which  could  also  help  the  world’s  star¬ 
ving  peoples.  Its  product  creates  in¬ 
dustrial  absenteeism,  shoddy  production, 
and  the  need  for  rehabilitation  from 
alcoholism,  at  a  cost  of  more  than  $25 
billion  a  year. 

“Add  to  this,”  Mrs.  Stanley  said,  “the 
increase  in  murders,  rapes,  and  other 
crimes  often  brought  about  following 
bouts  with  beverage  alcohol,  we  face  a 
triumverate  of  tragedy  and  economical 
disaster  by  an  industry  which  claims  to 
be  an  asset  to  our  society.” 
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Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adverlslng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 


FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive, 
quality,  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility 
Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour, 
P.O.  Box  77,  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 


OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY 7  Retire  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 
Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator,  Forest  Hill  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93050,  (408)-375-5128. 


UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR  of 
England  (Including  Belgium  and  Holland) 
from  Dallas  April  7.  *829.  Brochure  from:  Bob 
Sanders,  Box  793,  Winters,  Texas  79567. 


WORLD  TOUR:  July,  Asia,  Middle  East, 
Soviet,  Europe.  Sightseeing  Interviews.  Bro¬ 
chure,  write:  Robert  Panzer,  700  D.  Ave., 
Coronado,  Calif.  92118. 


PREGNANT7  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  y<*ir  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 
fcev.  Harold  Burkhardt,  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 


"BUSES-LEASE”:  20  percent  discounts  — 
churches,  colleges.  Choir,  mission,  ski  trips. 
Nation-wide  service  from  Texas.  Trav-Con 
Bus  Leasing.  Bob  Evans,  (214)-358-0666.  3040 
Park  Lane,  Dallas.  Texas  75220. 


FOR  SALE:  317  blonde  finish  theater  church 
seats  Immediately  available.  Contact  (713)- 
836-6181  In  Brenham,  Texas. 


HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  cars. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave »  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non -drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  Texas  78708. 


ACCEPTING  MANUSCRIPTS  FOR  hospital 
reader:  poetry,  essays,  stories  1800  wards. 
Especially  like  wit,  wisdom  of  elderly.  Include 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope.  Pay  copy 
only.  Sample  $2.  Forum  Literati,  Box  79464, 
Houston,  Texas  77079. 


FOR  A  MOST  REASONABLE  FEE  your 
church  can  sponsor  Jon  Spong,  the  leading 
American  research  scholar  among  organists, 
In  an  exciting  and  meaningful  bl-centennlal 
recital.  For  full  details,  please  write:  Mr. 
Spong  at  606  Ridge  Road.  Apt  103,  Decorah, 
Iowa  52101. 


GIVE  ME  MY  DREAMS,  booklet  of  purposeful 
poetry.  Single  copy  $1.50,  four  copies  $5.00,  ten 
copies  *10.00.  Make  lovely  gifts.  Check  or  cash. 
Rev.  Ted  Witt.  112  Woodrush.  Knoxville.  Tenn. 
37918. 


INCOME  TAX:  Business  -  professional- 
individual.  Ministerial  returns  a  speciality. 
Call  (214)-821-9862  for  appointment.  Ed.  K. 
Sparkman,  2105  Abrams,  Dallas,  Texas  75214. 


JAPAN  IN  CHERRY  BLOSSOM  TIME  plus 
Taipei.  Hong  Kong.  Bangkok,  Penang, 
Singapore.  23  days,  first  class.  For  brochure, 
write:  Dr.  Jackson  Butler,  Box  4036,  Walnut 
Creek,  CA.  94596. 


Beautiful  book  titled  "PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 

OCCASIONS".  Only  *2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's  House  of  Gifts 


TWO  UNDERWOOD-OLIVETTI  electric 
adding  machines,  *128  each;  one  electric 
check  protector,  *125  each;  one  A.  B.  Dick 
model  No.  438  electric  mimeograph  machine 
with  cabinet  stand  and  supplies,  *380.  Lawson 
Brothers,  Inc.,  P.  O.  Drawer  580,  Midlothian, 
Texas  76065,  Phone  (214)-778-3412. 
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Study-travel  experience  shared  by  500 
United  Methodists  in  England  and  Scotland 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

EDINBURGH,  Scotland  —  Some  took 
the  high  road  (Chicago)  and  others  took 
the  low  road  (Dallas).  In  all,  500  United 
Methodists  ended  up  in  Scotland  at  the 
same  time  —  converging  at  New  College, 
Edinburgh  University  here  in  mid- 
August  for  a  10-day  period  of  study  with 
some  of  that  country’s  most  outstanding 
Christian  leaders. 

The  event  for  which  all  came  together 
was  an  ambitious,  first-of-its-kind  ex¬ 
periment  designed  to  combine  travel  and 
short-term  continuing  education  within 
the  context  of  Christian  community. 

Planned  by  an  Advisory  Committee  of 
six  United  Methodist  bishops,  the  trip 
included  principal  stops  in  London  and 
Edinburgh,  with  intermediate  stops  in 
between  at  such  historic  landmarks  as 
Oxford  University  (where  John  and 
Charles  Wesley  attended;  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  Epworth  (birthplace  of  the 
Wesleys),  York  Cathedral,  Coventry 
Cathedral  and  Abbottsford  (home  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott). 

The  educational  part  of  the  trip  in¬ 
volved  a  series  of  lectures  and 
discussions  tied  together  under  the 
general  theme  “The  Living  Word  in  the 
World.”  Highlighting  this  part  of  the 
experience  were  lectures  by  world- 
renowned  biblical  scholar  William 
Barclay  and  world-renowned  preacher 
James  S.  Stewart.  Eight  other  Scottish 
ministers  and  theologians,  including  Dr. 
Hugh  Anderson,  Dr.  Franz  Hildebrand, 
and  Dr.  John  McIntyre,  also  lectured. 

Each  participant  had  the  option  of 
attending  up  to  a  total  of  22  lectures 
during  the  10  days  on  campus.  Those 
desiring  to  do  so  could  gain  up  to  six 
hours  of  academic  credit  by  following  up 
their  attendance  at  the  lectures  with  the 
preparation  of  formal  papers. 
‘Recognize  God’s  hands  in 
these  experiences’ 

Keynoting  the  educational  experience 
at  an  opening  worship  service  in  the 


Scottish  church  adjacent  to  the  campus, 
Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  of  Dallas  told 
the  group:  “Our  purpose  here  is  to 
combine  travel  and  study.  The  Advisory 
Committee  has  chosen  to  bring  you  in 
contact  with  some  of  the  great  Christian 
scholars  of  Scotland.  However,  we  also 
had  in  mind  a  deeper  purpose,  that  of 
providing  you  with  new  opportunities  to 
experience  Christ.  As  we  listen  to  the 
lectures,  and  see  the  roses,  the 
cathedrals,  the  Scottish  highlands,  and 
the  mixture  of  clouds,  rain  and  sun,  we 
need  to  recognize  the  hands  of  God  in  all 
these  things,”  he  said. 

Adding  a  touch  of  humor  and  truth, 
Bishop  Stowe  said:  “John  Wesley  and 
John  Knox  must  be  really  having  a  good 
time  right  now.  They’re  somewhere  up 
there  seeing  all  these  Methodists  in  a 
Scottish  (Presbyterian)  church,  shaking 
their  heads  and  saying,  Thank  God,  it’s 
finally  happening.’  ” 

Such  moments  of  levity  in  the  midst  of 
otherwise  serious  business  were  a 
regular  part  of  the  common  experience 
for  500  United  Methodists  who  came 
together  from  across  the  United  States  — 
with  major  concentrations  of  par¬ 
ticipants  from  Indiana,  Iowa,  Michigan, 
Missouri,  Oklahoma  and  Texas.  (Six 
weeks  earlier,  charters  from  the  North¬ 
east  and  Southeast  United  States 
brought  400  other  United  Methodists  on 
an  identical  study  tour.  In  all,  church- 
persons  from  33  states  participated.) 

Members  of  both  the  Chicago  and 
Dallas  chapters  were  almost  uniformly 
impressed  with  both  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  travel-study  experience. 
Arrangements  by  the  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee’s  executive  director,  Dr.  James 
Ridgway  and  retired  bishop  James 
Henley  —  using  the  services  of  Wholesale 
Tours  International  —  were  ex¬ 
ceptionally  well  planned  and  executed 
overall.  The  cost  of  a  round-trip  com¬ 
mercial  airline  ticket  alone  would  exceed 
the  amount  paid  for  the  total  17-day 
experience  by  participants.  ($668). 


Barclay:  Proving  a  reputation 


For  anyone  who  has  ever  read  William 
Barclay’s  writing  —  or  even  heard  of  him 
by  reputation  —  the  opportunity  to  hear 
him  lecture  in  person  was  a  special 
privilege. 

His  lecture  style,  like  that  of  his  books 
and  commentaries,  is  simple  and  easy  to 
understand.  Always  more  concerned 
with  bringing  the  Bible  to  life  in  a  fresh 
and  interesting  way  than  in  debating  fine 
points  of  theology,  Professor  Barclay 
Was  at  hW  best'in  providing  his  listeners 
with  an  orhl  exegesis-exposition  of  I 
Corinthians  13  one  day  and  Romans  12 
the  next. 

Even  those  few  who  had  not  been  ex¬ 
posed  to  Dr.  Barclay  previously  were 
taken  by  his  obvious  grasp  of  the  Bible 
and  his  ability  to  relate  it  to  con¬ 
temporary  life. 

The  following  gems,  excerpted  from 
his  two  lectures,  illustrate  the  point.  On 
the  type  of  love  Paul  wrote  about  to  the 
Corinthians,  he  said:  “This  (agape)  love 
was  the  new  way  of  talking  about  love 
found  only  in  the  Bible.  It  involves  seek¬ 
ing  good  for  the  other  no  matter  what  the 
other  is  like  or  what  he  has  done.  This 
type  of  love  doesn’t  involve  the  Christian 
lying  on  his  face,  but  being  able  to 
stand  in  other  people’s  shoes.  We  can 
easily  become  so  busy  saving  our  own 
souls  that  we  are  unable  to  find  the  time 


to  help  each  other  in  practical  ways. 
When  this  happens,  Christian  love  is 
missing.” 

On  the  difficulty  of  practicing  the 
whole  of  the  gospel:  “Have  you  ever 
noticed  that  it’s  much  easier  to  ‘weep 
with  those  who  weep’  than  it  is  to  ‘rejoice 
with  those  who  rejoice’?  Christians  are 
supposed  to  do  both.” 

Explaining  Paul’s  famous  doctrine  of 
justification  by  faith,  upon  which  much  of 
the  Protestant  Reformation  was  based: 
“God  treats  the  unjust  sinner  as  though 
he’d  been  a  good  man  because  of  God’s 
great  mercy.” 

On  Paul’s  approach  to  the  faith,  and 
ours:  “Every  one  of  Paul’s  letters  is 
divided  into  two  parts:  theology  and 
ethics.  Every  ethic  needs  a  theological 
base  to  be  authentic;  every  theology 
must  have  ethical  fruit  to  be  authentic. 
We  are  not  saved  by  works,  as  some 
suggest:  we  are  saved  by  God  for 
works.” 

On  the  church  as  the  Body  of  Christ  and 
ecumenism:  “There  is  nothing  in  the 
New  Testament  to  justify  seeking  to  form 
a  single  church.  As  in  the  human  body 
there  are  many  different  parts  working 
together,  there  should  be  many  different 
churches,  each  working  their  own  way  as 
parts  of  Christ’s  Body.” 


j  Small:  The  Bible 

A  relatively  unknown  lecturer  —  Dr. 

:  Leonard  Small,  pastor  of  St.  Cuthbert’s 
I  Church  in  Edinburgh  —  provided 
;  ministerial  members  of  the  group  with 
:  some  of  their  most  stimulating  moments 
as  he  spoke  and  answered  questions 
regarding  biblical  preaching  to  con¬ 
temporary  situations. 

Summarizing  his  approach,  Dr.  Small 
told  the  group:  “The  preacher’s  main 
task  is  to  educate.  There  have  never  been 
so  many  books  and  other  materials 
available  for  us  to  study.  However,  I 
belive  the  Bible  must  continue  to  be  our 
primary  educational  resource.  Other¬ 
wise,  we’re  simply  digesting  the  latest 
far-out  version  of  the  latest  theological 
I  fad,  and  regurgitating  it  to  our 


is  primary 

congregations.  What  we  need  to  do  is 
read  the  Bible,  read  other  materials,  run 
it  all  together  through  our  minds,  and 
then  give  our  hearers  informed  biblical 
interpretation  and  exposition.” 

Expanding  on  this  basic  theme,  Dr. 
Small  said:  “Many  of  us  are  trying  so 
hard  to  be  ‘with  it’  that  we  have  come  to  a 
point  of  standing  for  nothing  distinctive. 
Rather  than  ‘ad  hoc  preaching,’  what’s 
needed  today  are  sermons  on  basic 
Christian  beliefs,  coherently  stated. 
Contrary  to  what  some  seem  to  think,  I 
believe  congregations  find  it  refreshing 
today  to  hear  a  preacher  stand  up  and  tell 
what  he  believes  and  why,  rather  than 
expounding  his  doubts.” 


Stewart:  ‘Preach  the  word  of  God’ 


True  to  his  reputation,  Dr.  James 
Stewart  spoke  more  as  a  preacher  than 
as  a  lecturer.  Although  nearing  80  years 
of  age,  he  came  across  strong  and  clear 
to  clergy  and  laypersons  alike. 

His  messages  to  the  group  were 
exemplified  by  this  assertion:  “The  most 
urgent  need  in  the  church  today  is  not 
some  abstraction  —  like  Bishop 


Robinson’s  ‘ground  of  being’  —  nor  some 
psychological  or  Freudian  view  of 
reality,  but  a  surer  grasp  of  Christ’s 
power  to  strengthen  us  through  the  Holy 
Spirit.  This  is  the  challenge  coming  to 
you  from  your  congregation:  to  preach 
the  Word  of  God  such  that  God  may 
speak  through  you,  and  then  send  them 
back  into  the  world  to  be  His  people.” 


Reprinted  from  the 
September  20,  1974 
Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter 


Three  phases  of  group  travel 


The  travel  part  of  the  program  was 
actually  divided  into  three  different 
segments:  (1)  in  and  around  London;  (2) 
en  route  to  Edinburgh;  and  (3)  in  and 
around  Edinburgh. 

With  the  exception  of  the  second  part  — 
which  involved  a  long  bus  ride  with 
numerous  planned  stops  over  a  three-day 
period  —  individuals  were  provided  with 
significant  blocks  of  free  time  and 
numerous  options  for  spending  it. 

In  London,  most  of  the  persons  who 
were  there  for  the  first  time  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  group  tours  to  Westminster 
Abbey,  Wesley’s  Chapel,  Parliament, 
Buckingham  Palace,  etc.  Persons  who 
had  seen  these  sights  before  were 
allowed  to  plan  outings  of  their  own  to 
such  outlying  places  as  Centerbury  (the 
shrine  of  Thomas  Beckett)  or  Cam 
bridge.  Most  of  the  group  chose  to  visit 
the  theatre  at  least  one  evening.  A 
strangely  dramatic  and  historic  moment 
for  many  on  the  Dallas  charter  involved 
staying  up  until  2:00  a.m.,  London  time, 
to  see  and  hear  President  Nixon’s 
resignation  speech  on  BBC. 

Riding  through  the  British  countryside 
and  visiting  that  land’s  enormous  gothic 
cathedrals  and  its  smaller  Methodist 
chapels,  gives  one  a  renewed  sense  of 


appreciation  for  his  spiritual  heritage. 
Whether  visiting  the  Cathedral  at  York  — 
which  dates  back  to  Roman  times  —  or 
the  house  in  which  John  Wesley  was 
born,  or  the  old  and  new  cathedrals  side- 
by-side  at  Coventry,  one  is  drawn  into 
communion  with  the  roots  of  our  past  in  a 
way  seldom  experienced  in  the  United 
States. 

Scotland:  a  different  land 

Although  a  part  of  Great  Britain, 
Scotland  is  very  much  a  different  land 
from  England.  Many  took  advantage  of 
optional  bus  tours  to  various  parts  of  the 
land  which  produced  Robert  Burns,  Sir 
Walter  Scott  and  Robert  Louis  Steven¬ 
son.  Many  others  rented  cars  or  vans  and 
experienced  the  dual  thrill  of  seeing  the 
Scottish  countryside  and  “driving  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  road”  during  their  non¬ 
study  hours. 

Whether  by  bus  or  car,  exploring  an¬ 
cient  castles,  touring  the  Scottish 
highlands  and  lake  country  in  search  of 
the  Loch  Ness  monster,  walking  amid  the 
heather  and  thistles,  or  just  strolling 
down  the  Royal  Mile  in  Edinburgh, 
members  of  the  group  came  to  regard 
Scotland  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
spots  in  God’s  creation. 


Two  basic  evaluative  questions 


It  is  against  this  backdrop  of  the 
group’s  experiences  that  two  basic 
evaluative  questions  must  be  posed:  (1) 
Is  it  possible  for  a  group  of  church  people 
—  especially  clergy  —  to  drop  their 
professional  roles  and  just  relate  to  one 
another  as  people?;  and  (2)  Is  it  possible 
for  any  significant  amount  of  education 
to  take  place  among  a  large  group  of 
people  with  diverse  interests  and 
backgrounds  gathered  for  a  short  time? 

The  answer  to  both  questions  is  a 
qualified  “yes.” 

A  sense  of  community  emerged 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  trip,  the  group 
looked  and  acted  very  much  like  what  it 
was:  many  individual  United  Methodist 
ministers  and  laypersons.  As  time 
elapsed,  barriers  gradually  began 
dropping.  A  lot  of  ties  and  suits  came  off 
after  a  few  days  —  replaced  by  sports¬ 
wear  and  Scottish  tarns.  In  varying 
degrees,  members  of  the  group  began  to 
be,  and  to  relate  to  each  other  as 
themselves. 

Of  course,  in  a  group  of  500,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  for  everyone  to  relate 
meaningfully  to  everyone  else.  In  the 
course  of  two  weeks,  however,  many  new 
associations  across  geographical  lines 
were  formed,  many  associations 
developed  into  friendships,  and  many 
friendships  were  deepened  by  the  in¬ 
timate,  day-by-day  experience  of  eating, 
studying  and  traveling  together. 

Educationally,  each  participant 
received  about  what  he  put  into  it.  For 
those  who  attended  most  of  the  lectures 
and  worship  services,  and  then  entered 
into  both  formal  and  informal 
discussions  about  them,  much  new  in¬ 
sight  was  gained.  Those  who  are  seeking 
academic  credit  for  their  participation 
doubtless  gained  —  or  will  gain  —  even 
more  in  preparing  formal  papers. 

More  like  a  retreat  than 
an  academic  exercise 

For  most,  the  educational  experience 
in  Edinburgh  must  be  classified  more 
like  participation  in  a  retreat  or 


workshop  than  in  a  rigorous  academic 
exercise.  By  their  nature,  the  seminars 
included  only  two  or  four  lectures  by 
each  faculty  member  —  thereby 
precluding  in-depth  consideration  of  any 
single  subject.  Many  participants,  while 
expressing  appreciation  for  the  ex¬ 
periences  which  were  offered,  wished 
aloud  that  they  might  have  spent  the  full 
time  with  just  one  or  two  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  such  as  Dr.  Barclay,  rather  than 
part  of  two  or  four  mornings  with  many 
different  lecturers. 

Even  with  this  limitation,  the 
educational  value  of  the  trip  cannot  be 
judged  solely  —  or  even  primarily  —  on 
the  form  and  content  of  the  lectures. 
Sharing  the  lectures  and  sights  together 
with  many  other  United  Methodists.made 
for  an  unforgetably  valuable  overall 
experience.  As  Bishop  Stowe  suggested 
should  be  the  case,  most  of  the  group 
experienced  a  new  sense  of  Christ’s 
presence  in  community  with  other 
Christians.  That  in  itself  made  par¬ 
ticipation  worthwhile. 

An  expanded  program 
planned  for  1975 

Based  on  the  overwhelmingly  positive 
response  to  their  first-time  efforts,  and 
hoping  for  many  repeat  participants,  the 
Advisory  Committee  has  already  made 
tentative  plans  for  an  expanded  program 
of  study  and  travel  during  the  summer  of 
1975.  Those  events  will  focus  around  the 
general  theme  “The  Ancient  Gospel  in  a 
World  of  Revolution,”  and  will  be  held  at 
King’s  College  of  the  University  of 
London.  Among  the  faculty  will  be  Dr. 
Colin  Morris,  Dr.  Malcolm  Muggeridge, 
Lord  Soper,  Dr.  Kenneth  Greet,  and  one 
holdover  from  this  year’s  program,  Dr. 
Hugh  Anderson. 

Plans  for  charter  flights  to  be 
scheduled  from  points  convenient  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  Cost  will  be 
$739,  with  $50  scholarships  available  for 
ministers, 

Further  information  may  be  secured 
from:  Committee  for  Educational 
Opportunity,  P.  O.  Box  23446,  Oakland 
Park,  Florida  33307. 


Dr.  James  S. 
Stewart,  one  of 
Scotland's  most  fa¬ 
mous  preachers,  is 
still  in  great  form 
despite  his  almost- 
80  years. 


Prof.  William  Barclay  doing  his  thing  with  I  Corinthians  13  and  Romans  12 
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Bishops  evaluate  the 
work-study  experience 

By  D.  FREDERICK  WERTZ 
Bishop  Of  The  West  Virginia  Area 

Come  with  me  to  Scotland!  It  is  a  rugged  land  of  mountains  and  lakes,  of  churches 
and  universities,  of  sea  and  sky.  It  is  a  land  where  the  spirit  of  John  Knox  walks 
across  the  highlands,  where  the  voice  of  Robert  Burns  echoes  across  every  lake.  It  is 
a  land  where  religion  is  free  and  the  desire  to  know  and  love  God  is  nurtured  by 
history  and  inspired  by  the  present 

Soon  after  Annual  Conference  in  June  there  were  fifteen  persons  from  West 
Virginia  who  joined  more  than  four  hundred  travellers  to  the  land  of  the  mist  and  the 
heather.  It  was  an  exciting  adventure  in  Continuing  Education  sponsored  by  a 
Committee  of  Bishops  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Bishop  Dwight  Loder  of 
Detroit  serves  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

The  program  of  lectures  and  worship  services  was  held  in  Edinburgh,  a  city 
famous  in  the  religious  and  secular  history  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  a  fascinating  city 
with  its  ancient  castle  standing  sentinel,  high  on  a  hill,  overlooking  the  public  park. 

In  the  park  the  Highland  bagpipe  bands  and  the  teams  of  dancers  entertained 
nightly  and  all  day  on  the  weekends.  It  is  a  festal  setting  for  celebration. 

In  the  lecture  halls  the  giants  of  the  Church  stood  in  the  pulpit  to  inspire  and  in¬ 
struct.  Dr.  William  Barclay,  famed  New  Testament  scholar,  taught  from  the 
scriptures.  He  made  old  familiar  passages  breathe  new  life.  Dr.  R.  Leonard  Small 
lectured  on  the  role  of  the  preacher  as  he  saw  it  from  his  own  historic  pulpit  in  St. 
Cuthbert's  Parish  Church  in  Edinburgh.  Dr.  James  S.  Stewart,  dean  of  the  Scottish 
preachers,  proclaimed  the  Word  with  power  and  conviction.  Dr.  Hugh  Anderson 
brought  new  insight  and  understanding  to  the  study  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark.  Dr. 
John  McIntyre  breathed  new  meaning  into  the  concept  of  imagination  in  theological 
perspective.  Dr.  James  C.  Blackie  interpreted  the  Sacraments  with  a  deep  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  varieties  of  religious  heritage. 

There  were  others,  lecturing  on  Wesleyan  history  and  doctrine,  Old  Testament, 
and  Christian  Education.  It  was  rich  fare  and  the  experience  was  very  meaningful. 

As  though  the  study  experience  was  not  enough,  there  were  numerous  op¬ 
portunities  to  tour  the  countryside.  We  visited  cathedrals  and  abbeys.  Who  can  ever 
forget  Coventry  where  the  new  cathedral  rises  from  the  bombed  out  ruins  of  the 
old,  or  Durham  where,  over  the  tomb  of  the  Venerable  Bede,  we  read:  “Christ  is  the 
morning  star  who,  when  the  night  of  this  world  is  past,  brings  to  his  saints  the 
promise  of  the  Light  of  life  and  opens  everlasting  day.’’  We  will  remember  Epworth 
and  Stratford-on-Avon  and  Oxford,  for  the  tour  from  Edinburgh  to  London  mean¬ 
dered  through  the  lovely  English  countryside.  And  London  is  an  experience  all  its 
own:  “Who  does  not  love  London  does  not  love  life!” 

This  was  the  first  session  of  the  program  of  Continuing  Educational  Opportunities 
for  Clergy  and  Laity.  There  will  be  a  similar  program  next  year:  August  18  to 
September  2,  1975.  The  school  will  be  held  on  the  beautiful  campus  of  Royal 
Halloway  College  in  Egham,  England,  in  the  suburbs  of  London.  Lecturers  will 
include  Colin  Morris,  Malcolm  Muggeridge,  Lord  Soper,  William  Barclay  and 
James  Stewart.  What  an  array  of  persons!  Why  don’t  you  plan  to  go? 

By  WILLIAM  R.  CANNON 
Bishop  Of  The  Georgia  Area 

Since  many  of  us  from  Georgia  had  enjoyed  the  Heritage  Tour  to  Wesley  shrines  in 
Britain  last  autumn,  I  decided  to  accept  the  invitation  from  Dr.  James  Ridgeway  to 
go  with  the  Methodist  study  group  to  Edinburgh  in  June.  He  and  Bishop  James  W. 
Henley,  in  collaboration  with  a  select  committee  of  our  bishops,  had  planned  this 
venture  in  continuing  education.  I  was  a  member  of  the  committee.  They  asked  me, 
therefore,  to  be  responsible  for  an  afternoon  discussion  group  during  the  school.  For  I 
me,  it  was  a  ten-day  affair  coming  at  the  end  of  my  two  annual  conferences.  The  j 
participants  had  a  trip  through  Britain  included  in  their  schedule,  but  I  had  to  j 
forego  that,  since  I  had  the  chairmanship  of  the  American  Section  of  the  World  j 
Methodist  Council,  which  was  holding  a  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska  in  early  July,  I 
and  where  I  was  to  give  an  address. 

Ken  and  Bette  Jones  had  arranged  the  trip  for  the  Georgia  participants,  who  I 
boarded  a  chartered  flight  in  Atlanta.  I,  of  course,  expected  to  go  with  them.  Atlanta  I 
was  the  terminal  for  all  participants  from  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  But  that 
flight  was  completely  filled.  Consequently,  I  had  to  go  to  New  York  and  journey  on  a 
commercial  airline  to  Edinburgh.  Since  I  was  breaking  off  from  the  group  early, 
anyway,  and  coming  home  by  a  commercial  airline,  it  was  not  right  to  deprive  a 
student  of  a  seat  both  ways  on  the  chartered  flight.  It  turned  out  to  be  fortunate  for 
me.  The  charter  flight  did  not  leave  Atlanta  until  3:00  A.M.  Mine  was  on  time,  ^nd  I 
arrived  in  Edinburgh  a  day  ahead  of  the  rest  of  them.  Consequently,  I  was  rested 
and  ready  to  go  when  they  arrived  bedraggled  and  weary. 

There  were  five  of  us  bishops  from  the  Southeast  who  participated:  Bishops  Earl 
G.  Hunt,  Carl  Sanders,  Edward  L.  Tullis,  and  I,  as  well  as  Bishop  James  W.  Henley, 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  whole  affair.  When  we  arrived,  he  and  Mrs.  Henley  had 
been  in  Scotland  for  two  weeks,  completing  the  arrangements. 

In  addition,  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  participated  in  the  school.  Three  of  the 
bishops  from  that  section  of  the  country  came,  also:  Bishop  Edward  Carroll  of 
Boston,  Bishop  Ralph  Ward  of  New  York,  and  Bishop  Fred  Wertz  of  Charleston,  W. 

Va. 

The  other  jurisdictions  of  the  church  held  their  schools  at  the  same  place,  and  with 
the  same  faculty,  in  August.  Since  there  are  three  of  them,  their’s  were  much  larger 
schools.  Nonetheless,  we  had  more  than  400  pupils.  The  vast  majority  of  them  were 
from  the  Southeast.  Florida  had  the  largest  number,  and  Western  North  Carolina 
came  second.  In  the  Heritage  Tour,  Georgia  outnumbered  all  the  rest.  That  is  why 
they  selected  Atlanta  as  the  terminal.  The  others  had  to  pay  extra  to  get  to  and  from 
Atlanta.  But  this  time  the  Georgia  group  numbered  only  20. 1  guess  it  came  too  close 
after  annual  conference  for  us  —  though,  in  my  opinion,  this  is  a  good  time  to  have  a 
short  break.  The  whole  affair  lasted  only  two  weeks,  including  two  Sundays. 

Two  district  superintendents  came  along:  Frank  Prince  from  North  Georgia,  and 
McCoy  Johnson  from  South  Georgia.  I  thought  Ross  Freeman  was  coming  as  well, 
but  when  I  met  the  buses  in  the  late  evening  as  they  rolled  in  from  Prestwick 
International  Airport,  I  looked  in  vain  for  his  bright  face  and  shiny  head.  Dr. 
Ridgeway  told  me  that  he  had  cancelled  at  the  last  minute. 

The  lay  participation  in  the  school  was  as  large  as  the  clergy.  In  fait,  in  my 
discussion  group  some  of  the  best  ideas  were  advanced  by  the  lay  members.  It  is 
good  when  preachers  and  lay  people  can  study  together. 

I  was  recognized  by  all  the  people  from  the  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  Con¬ 
ferences,  as  well  as  those  from  North  and  South  Georgia.  It  was  a  little  disconcerting 
for  me,  however,  when  an  old  fellow  from  Virginia  did  not  realize  that  I  had  ever 
been  in  that  conference,  much  less  that  I  had  ever  served  as  his  bishop.  You  can 
imagine  what  that  did  to  my  pride  and  self-esteem.  But  I  felt  a  little  better  when  his 
wife  explained  that  they  had  been  living  in  Florida  then,  and  had  just  recently 
moved  back  to  Virginia. 

The  most  pleasant  thing  about  the  school  for  me  was  seeing  old  friends  who  I  do 
not  often  see,  and  getting  to  laugh  and  sit  with  them  in  relaxed  circumstances. 

Mr.  Harold  Lewis,  a  former  football  player  at  the  University  of  South  Carolina, 
later  a  student  of  mine  at  Emory,  and  one  whose  marriage  ceremony  I  had  per¬ 
formed,  said  one  of  the  chief  reasons  he  had  come  was  to  see  me  again.  We  took  long 
walks  together,  and  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  companionship 
In  addition,  there  came,  also,  my  former  secretary  in  North  Carolina,  and  her 
husband,  who  is  a  distinguished  pastor  in  that  conference.  I  enjoyed  being  with  them 
again. 

Life  gives  us  so  many  pleasures,  but  none  is  more  pleasant  than  friends. 

By  GERALD  O.  McCULLOH,  Associate  General  Secretary 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

Our  churchwide  thanks  to  you  and  Bishop  Henley  for  pioneering,  planning,  and 
providing  the  Educational  Opportunities  experience  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh 

The  “Living  Word  and  the  World”  lecture  and  study  series  was  at  once  timely  and 
historically  rooted.  In  meeting  the  educational  interests  and  needs  of  both  clergy 
and  laity,  the  presentations  were  both  popular  and  profound. 

In  terms  of  faculty,  Principal  John  McIntyre,  Professors  William  Barclay,  Hugh 
Anderson,  Frank  Whaling,  and  James  Blackie,  and  pastors  such  as  Leonard  Small 
and  Franz  Hildebrand,  and  especially  the  preaching  leadership  of  James  Stewart 
represented  a  real  galaxy  of  light. 

The  sense  of  unity  achieved  in  the  total  group  and  the  serious  involvement  of  the 
participants  in  the  learning  experience  were  noteworthy  in  the  two  weeks  study 
period.  Many,  of  course,  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  register  and  complete 
written  assignments  for  academic  credit  at  the  university.  Experiences  in  the 
discussion  periods  were  enriched  by  relating  persons  and  leaders  from  home  in 
smaller  groups  where  the  implications  and  applications  of  the  major  presentations 
could  be  developed  in  helpful  detail. 

I  commend  this  program  most  heartily  to  pastors  and  laymen  who  can  by  this  kind 
of  shared  experience  grow  together  in  Christian  understanding  and'  devotion. 
Likewise,  the  bishop,  himself,  with  his  conference  preachers  will  profit  by  this 
unique  educational  opportunity. 

The  move  to  London  for  1975  will  enable  the  participants  to  be  related  even  more 
fully  to  the  sources  and  resources  of  Methodism.  I  am  confident  that  the  900  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  two  sessions  in  Edinburgh  in  1974  will  be  exceeded  by  the  anticipated 
2000  in  fives  sessions  at  London  in  1975. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  in  view  of  our  educational  purpose  that  the  arrangement 
for  credit  through  King's  College,  University  of  London,  is  a  part  of  the  academic 
plan  The  general  values  of  travel  and  cultural  growth  are  here  combined  with  a 
singificant  educational  experience. 

Congratulations  on  a  job  well  begun  and  best  wishes  for  the  future. 
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Advisory  Committee  for  Educational  Opportunities  for  Clergy  and  Laity 

In  cooperation  with  King’s  College  of  the  University  of  London 

Second  Annual  educational  program  on  "The  Ancient  Gospel 
In  a  World  in  Revolution"  at  London,  England. 

Depart:  August  4  And  Return  August  19,  1975 

(Unequaled  Travel  Bargain) 
from  Dallas  or  Kansas  City 


$739 


Visit:  London,  English  Countryside,  and  Wales. 


MAIL  THIS  COUPON' 


RESERVATIONS  ARE  LIMITED  ON  THIS  "EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAM". 
• Cut  along  dotted  I  me - —  ————  — - _____ - 


Educational  Opportunities,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  23446 

Oakland  Park,  Florida  33307 

Please  reserve _  places  on  the  "Continuing  Education"  for 

□  Clergy  □  Laity  -  Sponsoring  Minister 

Your  name  _ _ Annual  Conference  _ 


Departure  City  _ 


_  Telephone  . 


Your  Address _ 


.  City  _ 


Additional  Persons _ 
Phone:  Home _ 


_l  enclose  Si  00  for  reservation.  Total  amount  enclosed  S_ 


_S20  registration  fee  gratis  if  above  deposit  received  by  February  1,  1975 
.  SI  9  airport  tax  and  handling  charge  gratis  if  full  payment  received  by  April  1 
Please  send  information  to  the  following  friends  who  are  interested  in  CONTINUING  EDUCATION. 


MALCOLM  MUGGERIDGE 

f  Educated  at  University  of 

I  Cambridge.  Served  as 
University  lectuer  at  Cairo. 
Journalist  for  Guardian, 
Calcutta  Star,  London  Evening 
Standard  and  Daily  Telegraph, 
1953-57.  Editor  of  Punch 
Magazine  -  Chancellor  University  of  Edinburgh. 
Recent  years  noted  broadcaster  and  commentator 
lor  the  B.B.C.  Noted  author  of  "Life  of  Christ." 
'Living  Water,"  "Jesus  Rediscoverd,"  "Something 
Beautiful  from  God,"  etc. 

LORD  SOPER 

Appointments  (Ministerial)  - 
Minister  of  the  South  London  Mission  1926  -29 
Minister  of  the  Central  London  Mission  1929  -  36 
Minister  of  the  West  London  Mission  1936 

I  Past  President  of  the 
Methodist  Conference  1953 
Past  Alderman  of  the  London 
County  Council  and  Greater 
]  London  Council 
j  Created  a  Life  Peer  in  May 
1965 

I  Takes  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  has  spoken  on 
many  occasions  particularly  on  topics  Of  social 
concern. 

Holds  an  Open  Air  Meeting  on  Tower  Hill  every 
Wednesday  lunch-time  and  in  Hyde  Park  every 
Sunday  afternoon  whatever  the  weather 
conditions! 

Is  the  author  of  several  books 

Regular  broadcaster  on  both  radio  and  television 

Chairman  of  the  Christian  Socialist  Movement 

PHILIPS.  WATSON 

He  is  a  graduate  with  honors 
in  Classics  of  the  University  of 
Durham  (B.A.  1934,  M.A. 
1934),  Earned  the  Cambridge 
B.A.,  B.D.,  M.A.  and  D.D.  and 
holds  honorary  doctorates 
from  the  University  of 
Glasgow  and  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University. 

I  He  taught  in  the  following  theological  schools:  as 
|  instructor  in  Classics  and  New  Testament  at  Wesley 
I  College.  Leeds;  professor  of  Systematic  Theology 
J  and  Philosophy  of  Religion  at  Handsworth  College, 
I  Birmingham;  and  professor  of  Systematic  and 
|  Pastoral  Theology  at  Wesley  House, ‘Cambridge; 
|  and  Professor  of  Systematic  Theology  at  Garrett 
J  tor  more  than  twelve  years. 

I  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Academy  of 
|  Religion,  the  American  Theological  Society,  the 

I  American  Association  of  University  Professors,  the 
Society  for  the  Study  of  Theology  (of  which  he 
I  was  co-founder),  and  the  International  Congress  on 
j  LuthqrJResearch. 

•  He  is  author  of  eight  books  and  author  of  many 
J  articles  for  periodicals. 


Phone 


COLIN  MORRIS 

He  went  to  Zambia,  then 
Northern  Rhodesia,  in  1956  as 
a  missionary,  deputy  leader  of 
the  multi-racial  Liberal  Party 
in  which  capacity  he  attended 
the  1961  Lancaster  House 
Constitutional  Conference 
which  produced  the  constitution  that  gave  Africans 
majority  rule. 

In  1965,  was  elected  first  President  of  the  United 
Church  of  Zambia.  Minister  of  Wesley's  Chapel, 
London,  from  1969/73  and  now  General  Secretary 
of  the  Methodist  Missionary  Society. 

He  is  the  author  of  thirteen  books,  two  of  which 
have  been  written  jointly  with  President  Kaunda. 
He  is  regularly  involved  in  Radio  and  Television 
programmes  in  the  U.K. 

He  is  Select  Preacher  to  the  Cambridge  University. 

MALDWYN  EDWARDS 

ILawford  Collegiate  School  and 
irvroshes  of  Wales 
Cambridge  and  London. 
Grover  Assistant  tutor 
irdsworth  College 
1929-1930. 

In  charge  of  Central  Halls  in  London,  Saterhansd, 
Manchester,  Bristol  and  Birmingham. 

Secretary  of  Christian  Citizenship  Dept.  ’45'  48. 
Chairman  of  the  South  Wales  area  of  church 
1957-1971. 

Workman  John  Wesley's  Chapel  Bristol  1972. 
Visitor  professor  in  Church  History 
at  Emory  University  1956.  Author  of  more  than  20 
books. 


C.D.  BACON 
Educated 
Kingswood  School 
Universities  of  Wales 
and  Manchester 
Didsbury  Methodist  College 
Circuit  work  in  Leeds,  Stockport  and  London. 
Secretary  of  British  Methodist  Youth  Department. 
Chairman  of  the  Nottingham  and  Derby  Methodist 
District 

HUGH  ANDERSON 

1954-57  A.B.  Bruce  Lecturerin  New  Testament  at 
University  of  Glasgow. 

1956-66  Professor  of  Biblical  Criticism  at  Duke 
University,  N.  Carolina,  U.S.A. 

1966  Succeeded  Very  Rev.  Professor  James  S. 
Stewart  as  Professor  of  New  Testament  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 

1970-1  Select  Preacher  at  the  University  of  Oxford 
1968  Director  of  Post-Graduate  Studies  in 
Theology  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Speaks  only  July  30. 


KENNETH  G.  GREET 

Kenneth  G.  Greet 
educated  at  Cotham  Grammar 
School,  Bristol,  and 
Handsworth  College, 
Birmingham.  He  entered  the 
ministry  in  1943.  For 
seventeen  years  he  was 
Secretary  of  the  Christian 
Citizenship  Department  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
specializing  in  the  fields  of  marriage,  family  and 
population  questions. 

A  member  of  the  British  Council  of  Churches,  Dr. 
Greet  has  been  active  in  ecumenical  affairs.  For  ten 
years  he  was  Chairman  of  the  B.C.C's  Advisory 
Group  on  Sex,  Marriage  and  the  Family.  He  is 
much  concerned  with  broadcasting  and  is  Free 
Church  Religious  Adviser  to  Thames  Television. 

A  prolific  aqthor,  his  books  include  several 
volumes  of  broadcast  talks. 

He  was  the  Revenue  Secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Conference  in  1971. 

MARCUS  WARD 

Marcus  Ward  presently 
teaching  Professor  in  Biblical 
Studies  at  Heythorp  College, 
University  of  London  after 
return  from  Richmond  College 
(1930-2  and  1955  to  72) 
previously  of  Theology 
Bangalore,  S.  India  (1936-55).  Served 
Consultant  to  Theological  Education  Fund  and 
Christian  Literature  Fund  of  W.C.C.  Writings 
include:  The  Byzantine  Church;  The  Pilgrim 
Church;  Our  Theological  Task;  Outlines 
Christian  Doctrine;  Commentary  on  Matthew. 

BRIAN  DUCKWORTH 

Brian  Duckworth,  Master  of 
Arts  of  Cambridge  University. 
Youth  Secretary  of  the  Fi 
Church  Federal  Council  of 
Britain. 

Circuit  Work  in  Birminghai 
and  Cardiff. 

Since  1970  Minister  of  Hinde  Street  Methodist 
Church,  London  and  Methodist  Chaplain 
London  University. 

KENNETH  WILSON 

1964-6  Assistant  Chaplain 

to  the  Methodist  Society, 

University  of  London. 

1966-9  Methodist  Minister, 

Bath,  Somerset. 

1969-73  C  h  a  p  I  a 
Kingswood  School,  Bath. 

1973  F  er  n  I  e y  •  Hartley 

Lecturer,  Methodis 

Conference,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

1973  Lecturer  in  Philosophy,  Philosophy  of 
Religion,  and  Ethics,  Wesley  College,  Bristol. 
Publication. 

Making  Sense  of  It.  (Epworth)  1973 
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Academic  Credit  may  be  earned  from  London  University.  Write  for  details. 

Hear  inspiring  messages  from  our  Bishops 

(ishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe-Chairman  •  Bishop  James  Henley-Faculty  •  Dr.  James  Rldgway-Executive  Director 


superb  discussi 
accompaniment 


Bishop  William  Cannon.  Georgia  Area 
I  found  the  Continuing  Education  Progian 
session  held  at  Edinburgh  Untversity  this 
be  an  excellent  program.  I  commend  it  t 
and  lavmen  o*  this  area. 

Gifted  scholars  give  interesting  and  profoi 
on  groups  rn  the  afternoon,  aod  tt; 
to  the  work 


Ti  as  exemplified  in  the 
past  June  and  July  to 
highly  to  the  ministers 

und  lectures  There  are 
avel  is  an  enioyable 


Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt.  Jr  Western  North  Carolina 
It  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  exaggerate  any  positive  comment 
which  I  might  make  concerning  the  Continuing  Education 
Program  represented  by  the  Edinburgh  Seminars  in  the  summer 
of  1974  The  entire  enterprise  lar  exceeded  the  highest 
expectations  which  I  had  lor  ns  success  The  program  of 
lectures,  while  heavy  was  amazingly  even  in  quality  and  combined  the  very  finest 
information  and  inspiration 

I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  been  associated  professionally  with  a  more 
meaningful  undertaking  in  Christian  education 

Bishop  Carl  J.  Sanders.  Alabama  -  West  Florida 
Each  person  made  friendships  outside  his  own  annual 
Conference  that  will  always  be  remembered  with  gratitude. 
Furthermore,  each  person  had  his  own  annual  Conference 
friendships  strengthened  At  home  we  aie  all  busy  with  our  own 
parish  work,  but  in  a  relaxed  atmosphere  abroad  we  came  closer 
together  with  a  new  sense  of  appreciation 

Each  person  found  his  horizon  pushed  back  as  lectures  and  travels  gave 
inspiration.  I  came  home  as  did  others  with  the  determination  to  be  £  better 
preacher  and  to  spend  more  time  in  actual  Bible  study. 


Bishop  O  Eugene  Slater.  San  Antonio  Area 

One  of  our  most  memorable  experiences  was  the  trip  to  England 
and  Seolland  on  the  Continuing  Education  Tour  The  entire 
venture  was  well  planned,  and  we  were  able  lo  visit  the  maior 
places  of  mteresi  to  United  Methodists  To  go  from  room  to 
room  in  the  Old  rectory  at  Epworth  awakens  a  fresh  interest  in 
John  and  Charles  Wesley,  and  a  new  appreciaiion  of  Our  Methodist  origins  The 
lectures  bv  distinguished  teachers  were  stimulating  and  rewarding  Ample  time 
was  provided  lor  rest  and  recreation  This  travel-study  combination,  I  heartily 
recommend  to  all  ou'  people 


Bishop  W.  McFernn  Stowe,  Dallas  Ft  Worth  Aica 
The  Continuing  Education  Seminar  at  (he  University  of 
Edinburgh  in  August  of  1974  proved  to  be  ihe  finest  experience 
in  continuing  education  that  I  have  experienced 
The  lectures  were  outstanding,  and  of  value  both  to  ministers 
ami  to  lay  persons  The  Bible  Study  was  especially  helpful  tpfll 
of  us.  and  the  fellowship  ol  500  United  Methodists  was  veiy  rich  indeed 
I  certainly  can  commend  the  experience  we  had  in  the  entuc  seminar 


Bishop  James  Thomas.  Iowa  Area 

When  pastois  return  to  their  local  chuichet.  n  will  take  Jfrd^ 
imagination  to  see  how  then  renewal  will  contribute  to  the  uplift 
and  renewal  ol  Ihe  total  congregation.  Having  beerf  inspired, 
they  will,  in  turn,  inspire  others.  Having  obtained  a  new  and 
wider  perspective  on  life  and  living,  they  will  be  better  eauipped 
tO  nurture  the  people  ol  Jesus  Christ  whom  they  have  been  appointed  to  serve  It 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  local  chuich  pastor  can  and  probably  will 
become  a  center  o*  renewal 

From  one  Annual  Conference,  there  were  well  over  one  hundred  persons  It  is 
only  a  matter  of  lime  before  this  good  influence  ol  a  rich  study  period  will  flow 
into  the  lotal  life  of  the  Annual  Conference  Alive  and  enhahtenpd  lay  persons  are 
the  foundation  of  the  local  church  and  can,  through  their  own  commitment  and 
dedication,  determine  Ihe  directions  ol  the  church  in  future  years.  When  this 
commitment  to  Christ  is  both  informed  and  inspired,  there  -s  no  limit  lo  what  can 
be  done  m  Christian  witness 

Speaking  more  personally.  I  found  this  to  be  one  ol  the  greatly  rewarding 
experiences  of  my  life  The  combination  of  lours  and  study,  of  lectures  and  group 
reflection,  of  worship  and  sharing  sharpened  my  mind  and  inspired  me  to  be  at 
my  best  in  all  of  the  responsibilities  committed  to  me 


Irshop  Ralph  Ward.  New  York  Area 
1  The  Continuing  Education  program  lor  Clergy  and  Laity  which 
J  began  so  auspiciously  this  summer  and  is  being  planned  lor  197$ 
X  0n'e„  t  great  opportunity  for  enriching  the  life  Of  United 
*7  JL.  Methodists  at  every  level  ol  our  church's  structure 

e  no  reason  why  the  high  calibre  of  lecturers  we  heard  at  New 
I  College  will  not  be  sustained  this  coming  year--  One  rich 
accompanying  experience  is  the  opportunity  of  meeting  and  mingling  with  other 
persons  from  the  fellowship  of  our  church  under  leisurely  and  informal 
circumstances. 


A 


Bishop  Edward  Tullis,  South  Carolina 

I  found  this  program  to  be  a  most  rewarding  experience  and 
many  expressed  appreciation  and  plan  to  attend  next  year 
This  program  provides  contact  with  leaders  in  the  church  which 
could  never  be  experienced  in  any  other  way  and  provided  a  high 
mstry. 


Any  local  church  would  find  it  advantageous  fo  tl 
participating  in  next  year’s  program  Their  minis 
renewed  with  new  ideas  and  vision. 


Bishop  D  Frederick  We'tz.  West  Virginia 

The  Continuing  Education  Program  which  we  shared  in 
Edmbuigh  was  an  extremely  valuable  experience 
Ha  4  It  is  not  oftpn  that  I  have  the  oppurtunity  to  participate  with 

HI  clergy  and  lady  from  my  Aiea  m  significant  educational 

■  mUt I  experiences  The  days  spent  together  in  travel  and  study  helped 

us  "to  grow  in  faith  and  trust",  one  of  our  conference  goals 

The  inspiration  ol  the  lectures  has  been  reflected  m  personal  relationships  os  well 
as  a  new  excitement  for  the  proclamation  ol  the  faith 


DATES 

MORNING 

AFTERNOON 

EVENING 

1st  Day 
Monday 
Aug.  4th 

Departure  from  U.S.A.  (Dallas  or  Kansas  City) 

2nd  Day 
Tuesday 
Aug.  5th 

Arrival  in  London  and  transfer 
to  Royal  Holloway  College 
(London  University) 

7:30  Orientation 

3rd  Day 
Wednesday 
Aug.  6th 

Bishop  O.  Dr.  Maldwyn  Edwards 

Eugene 

Slater 

.  OPTION/: 

O 

FR 

L TOURS . 

R 

EE 

"Forward  from  Wesley" 

4th  Day 
Thursday 
Aug.  7th 

Bishop  Dr.  Colin  Morris . 

Eugene 

Frank 

rr  l 

"The  Word  and  Group  Discussion 

the  Words" 

5th  Day 
Friday 

Aug.  8th 

Bishop  Dr.  Kenneth  Wilson... 

Paul 

Galloway 

"Conditions  of  Truth"  Reception 

6th  Day 
Saturday 
Aug.  9th 

Bishop  Dr.  Marcus  Ward . 

Paul 

Millhouse 

"The  First  Century  G  Discussion 

Gospel  in  the  70  s 

7th  Day 
Sunday 
Aug.  10th 

Communion 

Service  x -  OPTIONAL  TOURS  - ► 

8th  Day 
Monday 
Aug.  11th 

^ _  o  PTI  ONAL  TOURS - - - > 

9th  Day 
Tuesday 
Aug.  12th 

Bishop  Dr.  Malcolm 

Ernest  Muggeridge . 

Dixon 

"Study,  of  Roles  of 

Six  Great  Christian 
Communicators" 

F  R 

E  E 

10th  Day 
Wednesday 
Aug.  13th 

Bishop  Dr.  C.P.  Bacon  & . 

Robert  Dr.  Brian  Duckworth 

Goodrich 

"Patterns  of  Ministry  in 

British  Methodism" 

—  Group  Discussion  — 

11th  Day 
Thursday 
Aug.  14th 

Bishop  Dr.  Kenneth  Greet . 

James 

Henley 

"How  the  Christian 
and  the  Church  make 
moral  judgments  and 
their  Practical  Implications" 

12th  Day 
Friday 
Aug.  15th 

Dr.  James  Dr.  Philip  Watson . 

Ridgway 

"Theological 

Implications  in  Group 
the  Twentieth  Discussion 

Century" 

13th  Day 
Saturday 
Aug.  16th 

Bishop  Lord  Soper . 

McFerrin  Stowe 

"The  Ancient  Message  in  the 
Contemporary  Metropolis" 

14th  Day 
Sunday 
Aug.  17th 

Visit  Stonehenge 

Visit  Glastonbury, 

Cathedral  of  Wales, 

Bath  and  Bristol 

15th  Day 
Monday 
Aug.  18th 

Visit  Cardiff,  Wales 

Visit  Gloucester 

16th  Day 

Tuesday  DEPARTURE  FOR  U.  S.  A. 

Aug.  19th 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS  ARE: 
Bishop  Dwight  Loder 
Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  -Chairman 
Bishop  Earl  Hunt 
Bishop  Fredrick  Wertz 
Bishop  James  Thomas 
Bishop  James  Henley 
Dr.  Gerald  McCulloh 
Dr.  James  Ridgway— Executive  Director 
Bishop  William  Cannon 
Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll 
Bishop  Eugene  Slater 
Bishop  Marvin  Stuart 

TOUR  CONDITIONS* 

AIR  TRANSPORTATION:  IATA  jet  economy  class,  New 
York  to  New  York  applicable  on  all  IATA  and  ATC  carriers, 
based  on  14-21  day  GIT  fare  as  then  applicable  for  groups  of 
passengers  flying  together  for  entire  itinerary,  plus  domestic 
add-on  fares  where  applicable.  When  the  number  of  tour 
members  is  less  than  the  minimum  required  on  any  portion 
of  itinerary,  airfare  differential  will  be  collected  from 
participants. 

HOTELS:  First  Class,  twin-bedded  rooms  with  private  bath, 
where  available.  Living  quarters  at  London.  Bath  facilities  on 
each  floor  and  each  bath  and  toilet  facility  inseparaterooms. 
All  rooms  are  single  -  each  couple  will  have  a  bedroom  and  an 
adjacent  sitting  room. 

MEALS  AND  SIGHTSEEING:  Three  meals  are  included 
throughout  the  tour.  Local  transportation  by  rtjotorcoach  or 
local  conveyance  as  indicated  and  the  services  of  an 
English-speaking  guide  and  the  entrance  fees  to  places  visited 
on  sightseeing  tours  described  in  the  itinerary,  are  all 
included  in  the  tour. 

TRANSFERS:  Transfer  of  passengers  and  one  suitcase  (not 
to  exceed  30"  x  21"  x  10")  per  person  between  stations, 
airports,  hotels,  etc.,  and  vice  versa  are  included  throughout. 
Free  baggage  allowance  is  limited  by  airline  regulations  to  44 
pounds  per  passenger. 

SERVICE  CHARGES,  TIPS  (GRATUITIES),  TAXES: 
Service  charges  imposed  by  facilities  abroad  and  nominal 
taxes  in  connection  therewith  by  Governmental  authorities 
abroad  are  included  in  the  tour  price.  Not  incluoed  gratuities, 
and  tips  (SI 0.00),  U.S.  Transportation  Tax  S3. 00,  airport 
taxes/handling  fees  (about  $19.00),  excess  baggage  and 
forwarding  of  baggage,  passport,  items  of  personal  nature 
such  as  laundry,  after  lunch  and  dinner  coffees,  tips  for 
personal  favors,  etc.  Registration  fee  additional  $20.00  non 
refundable. 

‘Subject  to  Governmental,  IATA,  ATC,  and  airline 
regulation  requirements  in  effect  at  the  date  of  and  during 
the  tour. 

Effective  from  5/15/75  -  9/01/75 

Printed  in  U.S.A.  ‘Price  subject  to  change. 


GENERAL  CONDITIONS 

PAYMENT:  Payment  for  the  tour  must  be  made  to 
Committee  for  Continuing  Education,  directly  by  the 
passenger  accompanied  by  a  cost  guidance  sheet.  Cash  paying 
passengers  a  deposit  of  Si 00 .00  (of  the  tour  price)  per  person 
is  required  at  the  time  of  booking.  Balance  of  tour  price  is 
due  not  later  than  6-8  weeks  prior  to  departures. 

CANCELLATION  AND  REFUND:  Full  refund  will  be  made 
for  cancellation  up  to  30  days  prior  to  departure  except  for 
S20  service  fee  per  person  for  administrative  cost.  For 
cancellations  within  30  days  prior  to  departure  a  cancellation 
fee  of  S200  will  be  charged,  unless  another  passenger  cap  be 
substituted  plus  the  service  fee. 

RESPONSIBILITY:  Educational  Opportunities,  agrees  to 
arrange  for  the  tour  described  in  this  brochure,  which 
brochure  represents  the  entire  agreement  between  the  above 
and  the  passenger.  Educational  Opportunities  assumes  no 
liability  or  responsibility  for  any  injuries,  damage  or  loss  of 
property,  accident,  delay,  changes  in  schedules  or  itinerary,, 
inconveniences,  accident  or  illness,  or  irregularity  or 
incidental  damages  occasioned  by  circumstances  beyond  their 
control  or  by-any  person  or  reason  whatsoever,  including,  but 
not  limited  to  default  or  omission  of  any  common  or  private 
carrier  or  the  default,  negligence,  or  omission  of  any  by  any 
third  party  prividing  services  or  facilities  related  to  or 
included  in  this  tour  or  any  part  thereof,  or  in  arranging  for 
the  same. 

Price  subject  to  increase  due  to  increase  of  fuel  costs  and 
airfare  charge. 

■fife 
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Feminist  charges  church 

‘ Play  a  key  role  in  the  liberation  of  women 9 


LIMA  (RNS)  —  A  Latin  American 
feminist  leader  charges  that  the 
Christian  Churches  have  distorted 
Christ’s  teaching  on  humility  and  service 
and  thus  relegated  women  to  subservient 
roles.  Nevertheless,  she  stresses  that  the 
churches  now  have  a  key  role  to  play  in 
the  liberation  of  women. 

Berta  Vargas,  a  Bolivian  Methodist  lay 
worker  here,  said,  "Both  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  Churches  have 
an  important  responsibility  in  over¬ 
coming  the  discrimination  against 
women  that  has  gone  on  for  centuries  — 
especially  since  the  churches  have 
helped  create  that  discrimination.” 

In  an  interview,  she  cited  a  Bolivian 
Quecha  (Indian)  mother  who  asked  her, 
"How  am  I  going  to  be  different  if  I  don’t 
know  who  I  am,  if  until  now  I  have  lived 
listening  only  to  a  man’s  word  as  if  it 
were  the  Word  of  God?” 

Ms.  Vargas,  30  and  single,  advocated 
the  opening  of  seminaries  to  train  women 


"Competent  Ministry,  A  Guide  to  Ef¬ 
fective  Continuing  Education,”  by  Mark 
Rouch,  Abingdon  Press,  1974,  paperback, 
190  pp.,  $3.75 


for  apostolic  tasks.  “After  all,”  she  said, 
"Jesus  gave  some  of  His  most  important 
messages  to  women  .  .  .  There  can  be  no 
important  changes  in  our  time  if  women 
are  held  back.” 

Maintaining  that  women’s  liberation  is 
especially  critical  in  the  Third  World,  she 
said  its  women  are  "affected  in  a  special 
way  by  the  social  political,  economic, 
and  cultural  dependency  typical  of  Third 
World  countries.  They  are  victims  of 
double  exploitation  ...  as  workers 
oppressed  by  the  capitalistic  system  and 
as  person  by  ‘machismo’  and  the 
patriarchal  system”  of  Latin  America. 

Ms.  Vargas,  a  Methodist  "frontier 
intern”  who  works  out  of  Lima,  organizes 
and  conducts  workshops  and  seminars 
for  men  and  women  on'  the  feminine 
rights  struggle.  She  has  three  particular 
aims:  to  make  people  aware  of  the 
personhood  of  women,  to  state  that  the 
oppressed  situation  is  not  natural,  and 
that  this  oppression  arises  from  a  world 


that  churchperson  might  well  seek  some 
directions.  Mark  Rouch  supplies  a  well- 
marked  map. 

-CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


economic  context  causing  poverty  for  the 
majority. 

Noting  that  some  progress  is  being 
made  for  women’s  rights  in  Cuba,  Peru, 
Argentina,  Mexico,  Colombia  and 
Venezuela,  Ms.  Vargas  said  that  in  Peru 
the  government  is  backing  the  in¬ 
tegration  of  women  into  community  life, 
particularly  in  education. 

Born  in  the  high-mountain,  tin-mining 
region  of  Oruro,  Bolivia,  she  speaks  of 
first  hand  experience  with  the  social  and 
economic  exploitation  of  tin  miners  and 
their  families.  Her  father,  mechanic  in 
the  mines,  had  a  better  than  average  job. 
But  as  she  grew  she  saw  the  over¬ 
crowded,  unsanitary  conditions  and 
watched  women  —  many  of  them  widows 
—  working  at  rock  piles  and  hauling  bags 
of  ore. 

Now  her  objective  is  to  involve  more 
grassroots  women  in  the  rights 
movement.  At  present,  most  of  the 
leadership  is  middle  class,  but  it  is 
evolving. 

According  to  Ms.  Vargas,  women  from 
developed  nations  like  the  U.  S.  can  share 
n  the  struggle  for  women’s  rights  in  the 
Third  World.  She  said  they  can  share 
their  studies  and  research  on  how  women 
find  their  identities;  raise  funds  for 
significant  projects  among  deprived  and 
alienated  women;  and  influence  the 
churches  to  call  missionaries  home  who 
stress  teaching  women  to  be  passive  and 
dependent. 


Book  maps  direction 
clergy  may  ‘keep  up’ 


Major  Christian-Jewish  relations  document  issued 


NEW  YORK  —  A  major  Vatican  document  released  here  Jan.  3  aims  at  the 
"practical”  Implementation  of  joint  efforts  toward  justice  and  peace  among 
Catholics  and  Jews.  religious  news  service  photo 


Continuing  education  is  no  longer  a 
luxury  for  the  professional  church- 
person;  it  is  a  necessity.  As  the  future 
gallops  into  the  present,  upsetting  the 
way  life  has  been  customarily  viewed 
and  forcing  new  relationships  and 
methods,  the  struggle  to  keep  up 
becomes  serious.  This  book  in  simple, 
straight-forward  language  tells  how  to 
keep  up. 

The  author  starts  by  describing  the 
purpose  of  continuing  education:  to 
produce  a  growing  competence  so  one 
can  engage  effectively  in  ministry.  Mr. 
Rouch  should  know;  he  is  director  of 
continuing  education,  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

In  eight  chapters  of  quick  reading  the 
theme  carrys  through:  continuing 
education  begins  when  formal  education 
ends  and  continues  throughout  one’s 
career.  Most  Importantly,  it  is  the  “in¬ 
dividual's  personally  designed  learning 
program”  linking  personal  study  and 
reflection  to  participation  in  organized 
groups. 

In  practical  language  Mr.  Rouch  an¬ 
swers  the  four  "What’s”  —  What  do  I 
need  —  according  to  my  personal  and 
professional  goals?  What  resources  are 
available  —  short-term  courses,  cassette 
tapes,  etc.?  What  are  the  reality  factors 
—  time,  money  and  family  pressures? 
What  la  being  accomplished  —  how  do  I 
measure  what  is  happening? 

A  significant  chapter  counsels  the 
layperson  to  join  the  minister  in  an  effort 
to  narrow  the  "theological  gap”  between 
the  two.  Several  possibilities  emerge  in 
which  clergy  and  laity  may  experience 
genuine  learning  and  growth.  A  special 
section  is  devoted  to  churches  with 
multiple  staffs. 

Chapter  VI  moves  through  the  various 
stages  in  a  person’s  career:  establish¬ 
ment,  midcareer,  pre-retirement  and 
retirement;  and  views  the  role  con¬ 
tinuing  education  can  play  in  each 
period.  The  next  chapter  suggests  the 
value  and  resources  to  be  used  as  a  group 
of  colleagues  study  together. 

The  bibliography,  although  not 
exhaustive,  supplies  more  help  than  most 
readers  probably  will  use  and  the  ap¬ 
pendix  lists  for  ready  reference  the  of¬ 
fices  and  addresses  of  11  agencies  and  20 
denominational  departments  related  to 
continuing  education. 

When  a  traveler  heads  for  a  destination 
across  somewhat  unfamiliar  terrain,  the 
traveler  does  well  to  follow  a  map.  And 
when  a  professional  churchperson 
considers  furthering  his  or  her  education, 

Priest  deals 
blackjack  and 
Christianity 

LAS  VEGAS  (RNS)  —  Father  Thomas 
Higgins,  S.  J.,  is  a  blackjack  dealer  in 
Las  Vegas. 

The  42 -year-old- Jesuit  is  assistant 
chaplain^ and  professor  at  Loyola 
Marymount  University  in  suburban 
Westchester.  But  during  summer  months 
and  winter  school  vacations  he  works  the 
"graveyard”  shift  at  the  Royal  Inn 
Casino. 

Father  Higgins  says  he  feels  he  is 
carrying  his  message  to  the  people.  “You 
can’t  preach  Christ  if  your  experience  is 
entirely  different  from  that  of  other 
people.” 

He  has  lived  in  hotels  where  rooms  rent 
for  $3  for  two  nights  and  where,  he  says: 
"It  seemed  like  I  was  the  only  guy 
without  a  tattoo.”  The  other  hotel  guests 
included  pimps  and  prostitutes. 

“I  learned  a  lot  about  myself,”  Father 
Higgins  says.  "I  want  to  expand  my 
horizons.  I  never  want  to  stop  growing.” 

The  Jesuit’s  gambling  customers  at  the 
Royal  Inn  Casino  receive  his  counsel, 
although  they  seldom  find  out  that  the 
man  behind  the  red  satin  tie  is  a  priest. 

Father  Higgins  says  that  he  does  not  fit 
the  popular  image  of  a  Jesuit  priest.  But 
that  does  not  seem  to  bother  him. 

"The  image  of  priests  and  nuns  are 
that  they  are  detached  and  aloof,  he  said. 
"If  you’re  detached  and  aloof,  what  good 
are  you?” 


Religious  persecutions  on  rise 

Torture,  deportation,  imprisonment,  suppression—  new  crisis 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

Tortured  in  Brazil.  Deported  from 
South  Korea.  Imprisoned  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines.  Suppressed  in  South  Africa. 

Christians  are  again  facing  per¬ 
secution.  The  New  Testament  command 
to  render  unto  Caesar  what  is  his  and  to 
God  what  is  His,  haunts  the  consciences 
of  many  of  Christ’s  followers  across  the 
modern  world. 

In  numerous  countries  devout 
Christians  found  1974  a  year  of  decision: 
whether  to  obey  God  or  country.  And  the 
new  year  portends  even  more  agonizing 
decisions.  Many  Christians  believe  that 
repressive  measures  taken  by  govern¬ 
ments  to  silence  opposition  are  a 
violation  of  human  rights.  Some 
Christians  including  many  United 
Methodists,  believe  they  cannot  stand  by 
unconcerned  while  such  violations 
continue. 

In  South  Korea 

The  Rev.  George  Ogle,  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  who  served  in 
South  Korea  for  20  years,  protested  that 
when  fellow  Christians  are  put  in  prison, 
beaten,  harrassed  and  denied  every 
right,  "we  cannot  disassociate  ourselves 
from  their  sufferings.” 

For  his  stand,  he  was  deported  from 
South  Korea  in  mid-December  by  the 
Park  Chung  Hee  government. 

In  South  Africa 

A  Dutch  Reformed  minister  in 
Capetown,  South  Africa  —  the  first  of  his 
denomination  to  publically  "defy"  his 
government  —  joined  a  fast  and  vigil  on 
behalf  of  political  prisoners  in  his  land. 
He  said,  "I  want  to  associate  myself  fully 
with  the  vigil  and  identify  myself  with  the 
detainees.” 

He  further  added  that  Christians  in 
South  Africa  should  not  shrug  off 
detention  as  “another  of  those  things,” 
but  should  witness  to  where  they  stand  on 
the  matter.  "As  Christians  we  must  act 
on  things  that  are  not  right,”  he  said. 

In  Yugoslavia 

Christians  in  Communist  countries 
have  long  felt  the  suppressive  hand  of  an 
anti-religious  government.  Yet  even 
there,  the  hand  now  seems  to  be  getting 
heavier.  Experts  in  East  European  af¬ 
fairs  claim  that  church-state  relations  in 
Yugoslavia  are  continuing  to  deteriorate. 

They  report  increased  anti-religious 
progaganda  in  the  government- 
controlled  press,  and  legal  measures 
against  the  Catholic  press  and  clergy. 
Both  the  Roman  Catholic  and  the  Serbian 
Orthodox  Churches  have  been  accused  of 
engaging  in  "nationalistic  propaganda” 
and  of  trying  to  create  centers  of 
"political  clericalism.” 


Observers  in  the  West  also  assert  that 
the  Yugoslav  government  may  be  at¬ 
tempting  to  limit  the  churches’  social  and 
educational  activities  and  restrict  them 
to  the  sole  performance  of  "religious” 
duties. 

In  Russia 

While  the  international  detente  has 
lessened  some  of  the  tension  between  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  West,  imprisonment 
and  repression  of  Christians  and  Jews 
still  occur  in  Russia.  Prominent  U.  S. 
churchpersons  endorsed  an  appeal  to 
Leonid  I.  Brezhnev  as  recently  as 
January  6  calling  for  the  release  of  an 
imprisoned  Baptist  leader,  Georgi  Vina. 

Mr.  Vins  served  for  more  than  10  years 
as  secretary  to  the  Council  of  Church®*  of 
Evangelical  Christians  Baptists,  a 
persecuted  group  sometimes  known  as 
"reform”  or  “dissident  Baptists.”  He 
was  imprisoned  for  a  second  time  in 
March  1974  without  a  trial. 

Dr.  Philip  Potter,  general  secretary  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  has  asked 
Soviet  authorities  for  full  details  of  the 
Vins  case.  U.  S.  Senator  Harold  Hughes 
has  asked  Secretary  of  State  Henry 
Kissinger  to  investigate  the  facts.  A 
group  of  students  from  Northport  High 
School  on  Long  Island  are  working  on  a 
campaign  to  free  Mr.  Vins. 

In  Brazil 

United  Methodist  leaders  became 
especially  concerned  when  the  U.  S. 
diplomatic  corps  in  Brazil  had  to  in¬ 
tervene  in  October  to  release  a  U.  S. 
clergy  person  arrested  and  tortured  by 
the  Brazilian  military  government.  The 
Rev.  Fred  Morris  was  working  in  a 
factory  under  a  leave  of  absence  from  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Brazilian  Methodist 
Church  when  he  was  interrogated  on 
charges  of  suspicion  of  subversion, 
tortured  and  imprisoned  for  two  weeks. 

When  he  was  finally  rescued  through 
the  efforts  of  the  U.  S.  Embassy,  he  was 
expelled  from  Brazil  and  flown  to  New 
York. 

The  Rev.  U.  M.  McCoy,  executive 
secretary  for  Brazil  in  the  Latin 
American  office  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  commented  that  "the  case  of 
Fred  Morris  is  only  the  most  recent  in¬ 
cident  of  the  violation  of  individual 
human  rights  by  the  government  of 
Brazil  which  we  have  been  denouncing 
for  10  years.” 

In  The  Philippines 

United  Methodists  also  have  expressed 
concern  over  what  seems  to  be  in¬ 
creasing  incidents  of  political  sup¬ 
pression  in  the  Philippines,  a  long-time 
ally  and  friend  to  the  United  States. 


Priest 

protests 

U.M. 

missionary’s 

ouster 

SEOUL  —  South 
Korean  police  take 
away  a  man  identi¬ 
fied  as  Father 

Didier  T’Serste- 
vens,  a  Roman 

Catholic  priest  from 
Belgium,  during  a 
demonstration  in 
Seoul  protesting  the 
deportation  of  the 
Rev.  George  Ogle, 
an  American  United 
Methodist  mission¬ 
ary,  and  demand¬ 
ing  the  release  of 
political  prisoners. 
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Several  Roman  Catholic  priests  and 
other  citizens  have  been  detained  under 
martial  law  and  tortured. 

Charles  Germany,  a  United  Methodist 
who  heads  the  East  Asia  Working  Group 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  sent 
a  telegram  of  protest  to  President 
Ferdinand  E.  Marcos  Dec.  27. 

"North  American  churchmen,”  said 
the  telegram,  are  “deeply  concerned  to 
learn  that  Father  Ed  de  la  Torre  and 
others  have  been  tortured  in  connection 
with  recent  arrest .  .  . 

"Request  assurance  that  such  im¬ 
prisonment,  torture,  and  detention  will 
be  immediately  stopped  by  your 
authority.” 

In  America 

Religious  persecution  is  not  unknown 
in  America.  The  early  history  of  the 
nation  chronicles  instances  of  persecu¬ 
tion  against  Baptists,  Mormons,  Catho¬ 
lics;  Jews  have  repeatedly  experienced 
the  sting  of  anti-semitism. 

The  U.  S.  has  been  relatively  free  of 
religious  persecution  during  the  century. 


Church-state  relations  have  settled  into 
an  acceptable  peace,  disrupted  only 
periodically  over  such  issues  as  tax- 
support  for  parochial  schools  and  tax 
benefits  for  religious  and  charitable 
organizations. 

Other  issues  have  raised  the  question 
of  obedience  to  God  or  to  the  laws  of  the 
land.  Christians  have  joined  both  sides: 
tlie  civil  rights  movement  focusing  on 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. ;  the  grape  and 
lettuce  struggles  of  farmworkers  led  by 
Caesar  Chavez;  the  moral  implications 
brought  on  by  the  Vietnam  War  with  its 
resisters  and  subsequent  amnesty 
problems;  and  the  over-arching 
Watergate  scandal  which  permeated 
the  consciousness  of  every  citizen. 

Few  persons,  would  contend  that  the  U. 
S.  Christian  faces  anywhere  near  the 
serious  threat  of  religious  persecution 
now  confronting  fellow  Christians  in 
many  lands.  Yet  repression  against 
fellow  Christians,  many  believers  feel,  no 
matter  where  it  surfaces,  is  cause  for 
grave  concern  and  prayer. 


The  poor  test  church’s 
identity,  theologian  says 


MONTREUX  (EPS)  -  The  church  has 
lost  its  identity  if  the  poor  cannot 
recognize  the  face  of  Christ  in  the  church, 
a  Latin  American  theologian  told  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Consultation 
on  Development  meeting  here. 

In  a  theological  reflection  Dr.  Jose 
Miguez-Bonino  said  the  poor  belong  to 
the  "very  nature  of  the  church.”  Jesus 
had  made  it  clear  he  would  be  present 
with  the  poor  and  the  oppressed.  "If  the 
church  does  not  recognize  itself  in  the 
poor  and  the  poor  do  not  recognize  Christ 

Puerto  Rican 
churches  told 
to  reduce  noise 

SAN  JUAN,  P.  R.  (RNS)  -  Many 
churches  throughout  Puerto  Rico  will 
have  to  take  measures  to  reduce  the 
volume  of  sound  produced  by  their 
services  beginning  in  January. 

They  are  affected  by  a  "war  against 
noise”  announced  by  the  Environmental 
Quality  Board  of  Puerto  Rico. 

The  board  expects  to  secure  legislative 
approval  for  noise  regulations,  including 
rules  for  limiting  noise  from  religious 
services.  Loudspeakers  and  the  volume 
of  sound  in  singing  are  also  covered. 

A  dispute  over  the  noise  produced  by 
services  at  the  Pentecostal  Church  of 
God  in  Old  San  Juan  erupted  last  April 
after  Puerto  Rico’s  Supreme  Court  ruled, 
after  a  14-year  delay,  that  churches 
cannot  produce  noise  that  will  annoy 
neighbors  and  must  limit  the  volume  of 
sound.  The  court  decision  did  not 
penetrate  religious  consciousness  until 
two  months  had  passed,  when  Protestant 
and  Catholic  laymen  and  church  officials 
expressed  concern. 

A  mini-protest  by  Catholic  churchgoers 
late  in  December  was  resolved  when  a 
spokesman  for  the  Archbishop  of  San 
Juan  met  with  a  small  group  of  citizens 
and  asked  them  to  confer  with  the  parish 
priest.  The  protest  came  when  it  was 
reported  that  traditional  Christmas 
Masses  were  cancelled  because  a 
resident  near  the  Virgin  de  Caridad  del 
Cobre  Church  protested  that  the  music 
and  singing  disturbed  his  early  morning 
sleep. 

Father  Javier  Arango,  the  parish 
priest,  said  he  had  to  comply  with  the 
request  "to  tone  down  the  noise.”  The 
Masses  were  celebrated  and  the  music  or 
choir  singing  was  not  "piped”  outside  the 
church. 


in  the  church,  the  church  has  lost  it* 
Identity,”  he  continued.  The  goepel  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  proclaimed  as  the  good 
news  of  liberation  and  salvation,  he 
declared. 

The  Argentinian  theologian,  who  is  a 
co-chairman  of  the  conference,  em¬ 
phasized  this  was  not  an  academic 
exercise;  it  relates  to  the  life  and  death  of 
the  church. 

The  speaker  identified  a  further 
challenge  as  understanding  the  historic 
meaning  of  the  resurrection.  Too  much 
talk  of  the  resurrection  had  been  con¬ 
ducted  in  mystical  terms,  he  said,  but  the 
Risen  Christ  also  has  something  to  say 
about  the  principalities  and  powers. 

Pointing  to  the  implications  of  un¬ 
derstanding  the  poor  as  part  of  the 
Kingdom,  Dr.  Miguez-Bonino  said  it  was 
clear  that  the  true  church  (as 
represented  by  the  poor)  did  not  coincide 
with  the  existing  church.  This  is  not  a 
new  phenomenon,  he  suggested.  "What  is 
new  is  that  social  and  ethical  criteria 
become  a  test  of  ecclesiology.  We  have  a 
struggle  for  the  Gospel  within  the 
church.” 

‘Times’  questions 
mass  pilgrimages 
during  Holy  Year 

LONDON  (RNS)  -  The  Times  of 
London,  the  influential  daily  newspaper 
here,  has  expressed  misgivings  about  the 
mass  pilgrimages  which  will  charac¬ 
terize  the  Roman  Catholic  Holy  Year 
recently  launched  by  Pope  Paul  and 
warned  that  the  main  aim  of  seeking  an 
indulgence  will  not  be  accepted  warmly 
by  other  Christians  as  a  sign  of  recon¬ 
ciliation. 

"Few  Christians,  indeed,  few  persons 
of  religion,  will  deny  the  suitability  in 
these  troubled  times  of  the  dedication  of 
a  year  to  the  advancement  of  faith  and 
reconciliation,”  The  Times  said. 

"Not  all,  however,  are  attracted  to  this 
particular  way  of  doing  so,  the  most 
conspicuous  features  of  which  are  mass 
pilgrimages  to  Rome  and  the  grant  in  a 
most  ample  manner  of  a  plenary  in¬ 
dulgence  by  the  Holy  See,”  it  added. 

Noting  that  a  Holy  Year  "magnifies” 
the  place  of  Rome  in  the  Christian 
church,  and  “by  extension  the  papal 
primacy,”  the  British  paper  also  held 
that  the  "logistics”  of  the  pilgrimages 
are  formidable. 


Military 

hymnal 

introduced 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  For  the 
first  time  since  1959,  military  servicemen 
and  their  families  at  U.  S.  installations 
and  overseas  are  beginning  to  sing  from 
a  new  inter-service  hymnal  during 
religious  services. 

Described  as  a  "landmark  in  hymnal 
publication,”  the  "Book  of  Worship  for 
U.S.  Forces"  has  been  published  and  is 
currently  being  distributed  to  Army, 
Navy  and  Air  Force  posts,  ships  and 
bases.  The  first  printing  amounted  to 
558,000  copies,  but  a  spokesman  said 
another  200,000  are  needed  and  will  be 
requested. 

The  815-page  hymnal  is  the  result' of 
five  years’  work  by  the  Hymnal  Advisory 
Group  of  the  Armed  Forces  Chaplains 
Board,  under  whose  supervision  it  was 
produced,  with  the  three  branches  of 
service  splitting  the  $1,075,000  total 
contract  cost  on  a  basis  proportionate  to 
the  number  of  copies  each  will  receive  — 
Army,  45  per  cent;  Navy,  32  per  cent; 
and  Air  Force  23  per  cent. 

The  new  hymnal  is  different  in  many 
significant  respects  from  the  "Armed 
Forces  Hymnal”  published  in  1959.  The 
older  hymnal  contains  350  hymns  and 
liturgical  hymn-like  responses  (in  512 
pages  —  302  fewer  than  the  new  one), 
whereas  the  "Book  of  Worship  for  U.  S. 
Forces”  has  611  hymns  and  responses, 
«200  of  which  are  chorded  for  guitar  or 
other  instrumentation,  and  including  60 
Gospel  songs,  40  folk  hymns  and  16 
spirituals  —  none  of  which  appear  in  the 
old  hymnal. 

Another  important  distinction  from  the 
old  hymnal  is  that  the  new  one  does  not 
have  the  hymns  divided  into  Roman 
Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish  sections, 
as  the  1959  hymnal  does  —  in  fact,  there 
is  no  topical  division  or  categorization  of 
any  kind,  although  an  expanded  index 
provides  adequate  referencing.  The  old 
hymnal  also  listed  the  hymns  by  church 
or  liturgical  year  or  subject. 

Hymns  comprise  about  two-thirds  of 
the  new  hymnal,  the  remainder  being 
devoted  to  various  orders  or  forms  of 
worship,  principally  the  Roman  Catholic 
Mass,  two  Protestant  services  (longer 
and  shorter  forms),  Torah  service, 
Eastern  Orthodox  divine  liturgy  and 
services  for  various  occasions.  All  of  the 
services  are  completely  new  and  con¬ 
temporized. 

Ten  criteria  were  used  in  the  selection 
of  the  hymns:  Scriptural  fidelity  (i.e., 
relative  freedom  from  introspection  and 
clearness  of  language  and  meaning); 
spiritual  reality  and  wholeness;  sim¬ 
plicity  and  beauty  (of  both  verse  and 
music);  structural  soundness;  an¬ 
ticipated  acceptability  of  hymns  to 
churches  and  chapels. 

Also,  hymns  appropriate  to  seasons  of 
the  church  year,  civil  year,  etc.;  tunes 
meeting  the  test  of  sound  music  structure 
(within  range  of  male  voice) ;  significant 
percentage  of  hymns  written  in  today’s 
thought  forms  and  styles;  multiple 
purpose  test ;  and  representative  of  type 
test.  The  attempt  was  also  made  to  have 
hymns  representatives  of  all  periods 
since  the  First  Century,  RNS  was  told. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Swanson,  editor  of 
The  Chaplain,  quarterly  journal  pub¬ 
lished  here  by  the  General  Commission 
on  Chaplains  and  Armed  Forces  Person¬ 
nel,  described  the  new  hymnal  a  "land¬ 
mark  in  hymnal  publication  ” 

Power  of  local 
congregation  is 
theme  of  book 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  If  the  work  of 
the  church  is  not  done  in  the  local 
congregation,  "it  is  not  done  anywhere,” 
according  to  a  new  book  on  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  by  the  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board. 

Dr.  James  L.  Sullivan  writes  that  when 
the  local  church  does  its  work  well  "Its 
successes  become  the  denomination’s 
strength.” 

His  book,  called  "Rope  of  Sand  with 
Strength  of  Steel”  explains  that  the  local 
congregation  is  the  most  important  unit 
for  Baptists. 

Members  of  local  churches  join  to 
become  the  "rope  of  sand"  that  has  the 
"strength  of  steel,”  according  to  Dr. 
Sullivan,  not  because  of  organization  or 
rules  but  because  of  the  "basic  operating 
principle  of  voluntariness.” 

“Southern  Baptists  find  this  freedom  of 
choice  more  binding  than  coercion,  and 
much  more  effective,"  says  the  author. 

In  a  chapter  on  the  church,  Dr.  Sullivan 
writes  that  "it  is  not  important  when  the 
church  began.  The  important  fact  is  who 
began  it.  It  was  begun  by  Christ.  It  is 
stamped  with  His  nature  and  spirit,  and 
it  exists  for  the  purpose  of  honoring  Him 
and  carrying  out  His  work.” 

The  congregational  polity  of  Baptists 
receives  strong  emphasis  in  Dr. 
Sullivan’s  book.  The  denomination,  he 
notes,  seeks  to  avoid  centralization  that 
"tends  to  produce  a  hierarchial  structure 
with  one  man  or  one  small  group  of  men 
in  control. 

“Our  denomination  has  clearly  defined 
the  work  of  agencies  and  institutions  .  .  . 
National  bodies  cannot  intrude  on  the 
internal  affairs  of  local  bodies  except  by 
invitation.  Each  congregation  owns  its 
own  church,  calls  its  own  pastors  and 
makes  its  own  decisions. 

Dr.  Sullivan’s  book  is  the  1975  Doc¬ 
trinal  Emphasis  Week  study  for  his 
denomination. 
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Campus  ministry  and 
university  administration 
in  partnership  at  UNO 


A  Joyful  Noi  se 
at  Louisiana  Tech 


By  DR.  FRANK  E.  MAS1NGILL, 

Dean  of  Men,  UNO 

The  United  Methodist  campus  ministry 
at  the  University  of  New  Orleans  finds 
much  of  its  effectiveness  in  its  mem¬ 
bership  on  the  Religious  Council,  a  body 
made  up  of  campus  ministers  from  all 
Protestant  and  Catholic  and  Jewish 
organizations  plus  administration 
representatives.  On  the  council  are  a 
faculty  representative  from  the  Chan¬ 
cellor;  the  Vice-Chancellor;  Dean  of 
Women;  Dean  of  Men;  and  a  student 
body  member.  The  Dean  of  Women  is  the 
chairperson  of  the  council. 

Campus  ministers  are  afforded  a  vital 
link  with  the  administration  on  this 
progressive  campus.  The  minister  on 
campus  is  thus  given  recognition  and 
status  as  a  part  of  the  university  com¬ 
munity. 

One  highlight  of  the  Council’s  annual 
activity  is  the  “Scholar-in-Residence 
Week.”  This  brings  noted  people  to  a 
week  of  lectures  in  classes,  general 
discussions,  and  informal  conversation 
groups.  Such  men  as  Dr.  Peter  Bertocci, 
noted  philospher;  Father  Mattias  C. 
Keimen,  OFC,  noted  nistorian;  George 
Schweitzer  and  William  G  Pollard,  both 
eminent  scientists  and  Christians;  Dr. 
Roland  Ba inton,  biographer;  and  Eric 
Vogelin,  author  of  Israel  and  Revelation. 

Faculty  discussion  groups  on  a 
semester-length  basis  for  theological  and 
Bible  study  are  sponsored.  Person- 
centered  retreat  programs  designed  to 


promote  learning  through  interaction  for 
remedial  students  have  been  conducted. 
The  Birth  Of  A  New  Campus 
Ministry— SUN  0 
JERRY  A.  FULLER 
Ministry  to  blacks  in  higher  education 
has  become  a  reality  at  Southern 
University  in  New  Orleans.  It  was  born  in 
late  1973  when  a  small  task  force  of 
United  Methodists  forged  a  plan  that 
would  begin  to  meet  needs  of  campus 
personnel  in  fifteen  areas. 

Student  leaders  are  Sherman  Butler 
and  Mervin  Franklin;  faculty  members 
are  Carolyn  Griffin  and  Julia  Coffey.  The 
Rev.  Jerry  Fuller  is  the  minister. 

Among  activities  generated  in  1974 
were  a  campus  Thanksgiving  Service 
and  a  project  undertaken  in  partnership 
with  the  Department  of  Welfare  called 
“Ministry  to  the  Poor.”  This  par¬ 
ticipation  led  to  involvement  with  the 
statewide  program  of  the  “Coalition  for 
Human  Dignity.” 

The  Reverend  Nathan  Daniels,  a  black 
pastor  in  New  Orleans,  was  employed  to 
work  for  a  year  (1974)  on  Dillard  campus 
and  at  SUNO  to  bring  the  spiritual  help 
and  counsel  of  a  local  pastor  to  the 
communities.  He  worked  with  the  SUNO 
task  force  in  several  projects. 

The  SUNO  Student  Government 
Association  and  the  task  force  were  able 
to  secure  a  $40,000  grant  for  a  day-care 
center  for  children  of  students  who  are  in 
the  State  Family  Service  Program. 

The  Coffee  Conversation  Room  brings 
faculty  and  students  together  informally 
every  week  and  offers  time  for  displays 
of  crafts  and  other  personal  projects, 
such  as  a  display  of  arts  and  crafts  from 
Ghana  provided  by  Mervin  Franklin. 


A  message  from  the 
chairman,  Commission 
on  Higher  Education 

By  BILL  PATRICK 


Bill  Patrick 


Campus  ministry  work  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  is 
under  the  general  direction  of  the  Commission  on  Higher 
Education.  Formed  during  the  recent  reorganization  of 
conference  agencies,  the  Commission’s  expanded  responsibilities  grew  out  of 
the  former  Board  of  Education  as  an  expression  of  campus  ministry’s 
increasingly  important  role  in  the  total  life  and  ministry  of  the  church. 

Commission  members,  one  from  each  district,  share  responsibility  for 
encouraging  the  work  of  campus  ministry  in  the  ten  full  time  and  six  part  time 
programs,  for  assisting  in  the  interpretation  of  campus  ministry  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  for  allocating  conference  funds  to  individual  units. 

Our  conference’s  campus  ministry  program  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
extensive  in  all  of  United  Methodism.  This  is,  no  doubt,  the  result  of  the  hard 
and  consistent  work  of  campus  ministers,  local  boards  of  directors  and  district 
leadership  throughout  the  conference.  The  Commission  on  Higher  Education 
commends  to  the  Conference  the  ministry  of  our  church  on  the  university 
campus. 


“Joyful  Noise ”,  the  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  popular  folk  group,  helps  with  the 
area  of  deputation  teams  by  presenting  a  musical  worship  service,  with  witness  by 
the  students. 

The  dedication  of  the  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  students  can  be  expressed  in  their 
benediction:  “All  that  I  am  and  all  that  I  have  I  give  to  Christ  and  to  his  service, 
Amen.” 

Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  is  the  director  at  La.  Tech. 

Northeast  Wesley 
Foundation  students  write 


Two  new  thrusts  at  Tulane 


Reflections  —  McNeese 
W  esley  F  oundation 


By  ROBERT  E.  TOWNSEND, 
Director 

Looking  back  on  the  semester  we  see 
that  the  past  four  months  have  been  both 
busy  and  exciting.  Our  Thursday  evening 
get-togethers  have  held  most  of  the 
highlights  of  this  past  fall.  Some  of  the 
program  experiences  this  semester 
included  an  evening  with  the  Rev.  Byrl 
Moreland,  the  newly  appointed  district 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District.  He  shared  with  us  the  duties  and 
functions  of  his  office,  as  well  as  some  of 
his  ideas  and  feelings  concerning  his  role 
in  our  district. 

Members  of  our  group  made  two  trips 
this  fall  to  the  Louisiana  Correctional  and 
Industrial  School,  the  minimum  security 
prison  for  first  offenders  near 
DeQuincy,  to  participate  in  sessions  of  a 
special  speech  class  conducted  for  the 
trainees  by  members  of  the  local 
corrections  reform  group.  All  of  us  who 
participated  in  these  sessions  came  away 


feeling  that  we  had  learned  more  than  we 
had  taught. 

On  Halloween  night  Wesley  hosted  the 
young  men  from  Boy’s  Village,  a  local 
home  for  boys  from  broken  homes  in  the 
area.  Early  in  the  evening  our  students 
took  the  boys  around  Lake  Charles  trick- 
or-treating.  When  they  returned  to  the 
center  they  were  treated  to  quite  a 
variety  of  Halloween  goodies  as  well  as 
a  tour  of  the  Spook  House  our  students 
had  constructed  in  the  Wesley  library. 

Perhaps  the  high  point  of  the  year  in  a 
spiritual  sense  was  the  December  5 
worship  service  of  Carols,  Candles  and 
Communion  in  which  we  welcomed  the 
Advent/Christmas  season  and  bade  a 
fond  farewell  to  this  semester,  and 
especially  to  those  who  will  be  leaving  us 
via  graduation  or  who  are  transferring  to 
other  schools  next  semester.  This  last 
communion  together  is  always  a 
meaningful  moment,  but  for  some  reason 
it  seemed  moreso  than  usual  this  year. 


“Whisper” 

by 

MERVIN  FRANKLIN,  Student 
[SUNO] 

Whisper 

Whisper  into  my  ear, 
a  soft  song,  a  low  and  sober  farewell 

Whisper  into  my  ear 

a  soft  song,  one  that  I’ll  never  forget  - 

Whisper  into  my  ear, 

a  soft  song,  a  song  that  will  tickle  my  heart 
and  make  me  laugh  all  day  long 

Whisper  into  my  ear,  “love.” 


The  core  community  TUCM ,  LSU 


Peter  Lam,  Hong  Kong 
As  a  new  student  at  NLU,  I  cannot  say 
too  much  about  Wesley  Foundation.  But, 
with  the  family  12,000  miles  and  the 
oldest  friends  at  least  2,000  miles  away,  I 
know  what  I  need  and  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  I  found  it  in  Wesley  Foundation.  I 
would  like  to  help  people  find  out  that 
Wesley  Foundation  is  a  place  for  friend¬ 
ship  and  brotherhood.  Also,  I  am 
prepared  to  take  my  part  in  making 
Wesley  Foundation  an  even  livelier  and 
happier  family. 

Gary  Lipps,  Freshman,  Baton  Rouge 
The  Wesley  to  me 
stands  for  joy, 
stands  for  love, 
stands  for  hope, 
stands  for  peace, 
stands  for  beauty, 
stands  for  friendship, 
stands  for  fellowship, 
stands  for  brotherhood, 
stands  for  those  who  have  nothing, 
stands  for  those  that  hurt  others,  and 
stands  for  faith  in  GOD,  JESUS,  AND 
SPIRIT. 

The  Wesley  is  you  and  I  today  and 
tomorrow. 

Jana  Lea  Schaller,  Little  Rock.  Arkansas 
I  would  like  to  serve  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  in  the  capacity  of  Member-at- 
Large  for  the  Spring  semester.  Having 
been  Vice-President  this  past  semester,  I 
realize  that  being  an  officer  is  a  time- 
consuming  job  with  definite  respon¬ 
sibilities.  While  I  won’t  have  enough  time 
to  devote  to  being  an  officer  this  spring,  I 
would  still  like  to  be  in  the  Cabinet  to 
have  a  direct  hand  in  what  Wesley  is  and 
does.  The  fellowship,  worship,  and  ac¬ 
tivities  with  the  people  of  Wesley  have 
had  a  strong,  positive  influence  on  my 
life  these  last  four  years.  In  response  to 
this,  I  would  like  to  continue  to  help  guide 
the  Wesley  in  its  ministry  to  our  campus 
and  community. 

David  Chisholm.  Punkin  Center 
Where  I  am  now,  spiritually  and 
mentally,  is  best  reflected  by  the 
following  quotations:  (the  ideal  of  life  I 
have  placed  before  me  as  my  goal  for 
personal  happiness) 

“In  his  day  to  day  life,  a  warrior 
chooses  to  follow  the  path  with  heart.  It  is 
the  consistent  choice  of  the  path  with 
heart  which  makes-  a  warrior  different 
from  the  average  man.  He  knows  that  a 
path  has  heart  when  he  is  one  with  it, 
Above  all,  I  feel  the  Wesley  should 
grow  as  a  family  and  as  an  organization. 
My  overall  view  of  the  worth  of  life: 
“God  made  me  and  he  don’t  make  no 
junk.” 

As  for  Wesley  Foundation,  I  have  been 
here  since  1972,  and  I've  been  changing 
all  the  while.  As  president,  I  will 
probably  still  continue  to  change, 
hopefully  becoming  more  mature. 

I  know  many  things  about  Wesley. 
From  the  basis  of  my  personal  ex¬ 
perience,  I  have  strong  opinions  as  to 
what  Wesley  is  and  the  good  that  Wesley 
does  on  NLU  campus. 

If  there  are  any  good  times,  work,  or 
disappointments  to  be  had  at  Wesley  next 
semester,  it  is  my  intention  that  we  share 
them  together.  Love/  fellowship  is 
strengthened  as  our  individualities  are 


united  in  sharing  these  things.  And 
personally,  I  need  all  the  love  I  can  get. 

Jim  Creekmore,  Slidell,  La. 

This  coming  semester  I  will  begin  my 
senior  year  in  the  school  of  Social  Work.  I 
have  attended  Northeast  and  Wesley 
since  the  fall  of  '72.  After  I  finish  here  at 
NLU,  I  would  like  to  study  further  in  a 
specific  field. 

In  the  past  few  years  Wesley  has  met 
several  of  my  personal  needs.  It  has 
offered  me  a  place  to  worship  as  well  as  a 
place  where  I  could  take  part  in  social 
events.  The  Wesley  has  made  it  possible 
for  me  to  meet  new  friends  and  develop 
lasting  relationships.  Through  the 
Wesley,  I  have  been  able  to  take  part  in 
helping  accomplish  projects  that  meet 
the  needs  of  others  as  well  as  myself. 

Above  all,  I  feel  that  Wesley  should 
grow  as  a  family  and  as  an  organization. 

Carol  Porter,  Shreveport,  La. 

Every  person  has  a  need  —  a  need  to 
love,  to  be  alone,  to  share,  to  express,  and 
to  worship.  Wesley  Foundation,  its 
facilities  and  its  people,  will  hopefully  be 
available  to  meet  those  needs. 

To  satisfy  the  need  to  worship  should 
be  Wesley’s  primary  goal.  Since  it  is 
designed  for  a  place  to  worship,  any 
student  should  feel  free  to  use  the 
building  for  that  purpose.  Christian  love 
should  enhance  the  worship  atmosphere, 
making  the  Wesley  a  place  where  people 
want  to  go. 

The  Wesley  has  given  me  a  place  to 
turn  and  I  hope  I  can  leave  it  for  more 
people  to  enjoy. 


Ministry  in  Medical  Education: 

A  New  Challenge  Community: 

Creating  Symbiosis 

This  fall  semester  Rev.  Roy  Nash 
began  a  ministry  in  a  new  arena  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana. 
With  Board  approval  and  encouragement 
Reverend  Nash  began  developing  a 
ministry  to  the  3700  plus  students  in 
medical  education  in  New  Orleans. 

The  major  thrust  of  this  new 
chaplaincy  to  medical  students  will  be  at 
LSU  and  Tulane  Medical  Schools.  Also  to 
be  included  in  the  new  venture  are  the 
LSU  School  of  Dentistry,  and  the  LSU 
and  Charity  Schools  of  Nursing. 

The  modes  of  ministry  anticipated  by 
Reverend  Mr.  Nash  are  primarily 
couseling  to  students  and  family 
members,  and  teaching  in  the  arena  of 
medicine  and  religion.  Examples  of  the 
latter  include  a  lecture/  discussion  with 
a  Special  Pediatric  Seminar  on  “Death 
and  Dying”  at  LSU,  and  pla lined  for  the 
spring  a  lecture/  discussion  to  the 
PSYCHIATRIC  Department  Case 
Seminar  on  “Religious  Implications  and 
Mental  Health  regarding  Abortion 
Patients”  at  Tulane. 

Although  such  a  ministry  could  easily 
be  a  full-time  endeavor,  Mr.  Nash  can 
only  afford  to  devote  20%  of  his  time  to 
this  newly  emerging  specialty.  The 
remainder  of  his  ministry  is  devoted  to 
the  uptown  campus  of  Tulane  University 
which  is  committed  to  counseling, 
responding  to  concerns  and  needs  of 
married  students,  cultivating  a  United 
Methodist  student  group  for  worship  and 
study,  sharing  in  the  cooperative 
ministry  of  the  Religious  Staff 
Association,  and  developing  a  new 
program  called  “Community:  Creating 
Symbiosis.” 

The  program  on  “Community”  derives 
-  from  unmet  needs  of  students  for  a  sense 
of  one  community.  The  goal  set  by  the 


director  and  his  students  is  to  discover 
the  obstacles  to  “community”  and  to 
help  students  to  experience  personally 
this  great  value. 


Wesley  Foundation  at  Southeastern 


The  Wesley  Foundation  Student 
Council  at  Southeastern  has  completed 
plans  for  1975,  with  several  additions  to 
the  program.  A  chapel  service  is  planned 
for  each  Tuesday  afternoon  to  include 
commuting  students.  We  also  plan  two 
retreats,  faculty  luncheons  and  reac¬ 
tivation  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
Alumni  Association. 

We  will  continue  activities  that  have 
met  with  success  this  past  year  such  as 
the  Wednesday  afternoon  Bible  study  and 
Sunday  evening  fellowship.  Members  of 
the  student  council  plan  to  be  present 
during  orientation  and  registration  for 
the  spring  semester,  and  to  get  it  all 
started  with  a  chicken  dinner  for  Wesley 
Foundation  Students  January  28.  We  are 


Planning  for 
activities  at 
Southeastern  are, 
from  left:  Ruth 
Wesley,  Linda 
Crow,  Bobby  More¬ 
land,  Jeanette 
Boyd.  Doug  Patten, 
Gerald  Lovell,  and 
Paul  Westey. 


also  inviting  students  graduating  from 
high  school  in  the  spring  to  be  our  guests 
at  this  dinner. 


The  Board  of 
Directors  express¬ 
ed  support  of  the 
program  as  they 
met  during  open 
house  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  par¬ 
sonage  Sunday, 
December  15.  A 
calendar  of  events 
was  presented  and 
approved  for  1975. 

Ken  Jacocks, 
Director 


“The  core  community  at  TUCM,”  says 
the  Rev.  William  Finnin,  Jr.,  campus 
minister,  “is  the  worshipping  student 
community  which  gathers  each  Sunday 
evening  for  study,  worship,  and  a 
fellowship  meal.  But  it  doesn’t  end  there. 
The  student  board  meets  weekly  to  plan 
and  keep  up  with  center  programs:  on 
Monday  evenings  students  gather  for 
classes  in  yoga  exercises,  on  Tuesdays 
students  from  the  campus  student 
counseling  center  hold  training  classes  at 
1 UCM;  Bible  studies  and  Theological 


study  groups  generally  meet  on  Wed¬ 
nesdays.  On  Thursday  evenings  you'll 
find  the  New  Playwrights  Theatre  a 
group  of  students  who  write,  act  in  and 
produce  original  plays,  rehearsing  in  the 
Chapel;  and  on  Fridays  you’ll  find  be¬ 
tween  125  and  150  persons  attending 
TUCM's  classic  film  festival  at  the 
Image  Film  Society  program  in  the 
Chapel.  In  addition,  the  building  is  open 
daily  for  students  to  use  for  study  or  just 
meeting  friends.” 


\  Freddie  Henderson  forsees  growth  at  Southern  U.  Wesley  Foundation,  Baton  Rouge  j; 

'<  i-Yeddie  Henderson  is  enthusiastic  about  the  Weslej  being  held  on  the  second  Sunday  afternoon  in  the  University:; 
Foundation  program  at  Southern  U.  Much  of  the  activity  chapel.  The  University  choir  participates  in  this  service  also,:; 
centers  around  Bible  study,  to  give  the  students  a  basic  and  many  persons  are  involved 
J  background  in  the  Bible  and  how  it  affects  their  lives.  Another  The  major  project  is  the  new  WF  building^Bids  are  expec  ed.; 
>:  facet  of  study  or  exploration  is  in  Black  theology.  This  includes  to  be  in  by  January  16,  and  if  all  goes  well  breaking  of  ground;, 
?  the  heritage  of  Black  theology  and  seeks  to  develop  an  for  the  5,300  square  foot  budding  shou  d  begin  not  later  than.; 
*a  reciation  early  spring.  This  will  provide  a  meeting  place  for  students ;; 

aPAn  innovation  this  year  is  a  monthly  communion  service  and  will  enhance  their  activity.  | 


The  role  of 
UM  laymen 
on  campus 

By  LOUIS  J.  SCHWARZ 
[  Assistant  Director,  University  College, 
USL;  Chairman,  WF  Board, 

USL,  Lafayette] 

It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  answer  the 
question:  Who  are  the  UM  laymen  on  a 
college  campus?  This  information  is 
available  in  the  personnel  office  or  from 
the  membership  rolls  of  the  area  UM 
churches.  A  more  pertinent  issue  is  to 
discover  what  he  or  she  is  —  not  in  the 
professional  or  personnel  sense,  but 
rather  in  the  personal  sen&e. 

I  recall  several  years  ago,  when  I  was 
about  to  complete  my  masters  degree,  I 
was  attempting  to  locate  a  college 
position  which  would  let  me  realize  my 
highly  idealistic  goals  which  are  so  often 
present  in  graduate  students  at  this  time 
in  their  lives.  I  felt  very  proud  of  myself 
and  was  sure  because  of  the  uniqueness 
of  my  field  that  I  would  have  lots  of  of¬ 
fers. 

As  part  of  my  efforts,  I  wrote  to  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education  and 
registered' with  their  placement  service. 
When  I  received  their  forms  I  was  rather 
surprised  by  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
questions  was  “What  do  you  feel  is  the 
role  of  religion  on  the  college  campus?”  I 
thought  certainly  they  knew  that  religion 
belonged  in  the  church  and  education 
belonged  in  the  classroom. 

As  I  recall,  I  wrote  some  flippant 
response  to  the  effect  that  the  only  place 
for  religion  on  the  campuses  was  in  a 
“religion”  class.  I  couldn’t  understand 
why  my  own  church  did  not  recognize 
that  religion  is  subjective  and  education 
is  objective  —  that  any  religious  in¬ 
fluence  on  a  college  campus  would  in¬ 
volve  emotions  and  personalities  which 
are  the  bane  of  valid  study  and  research. 

When  I  received  very  few  lukewarm 
inquiries  from  Methodist  institutions,  I 
was  both  insulted  by  the  offers  and 
relieved  that  I  could  continue  to  avoid 
facing  this  issue  by  staying  away  from 
church  related  institutions.  As  I  look 
back,  I  find  I  owe  a  word  of  thanks  for  my 
not  being  placed  on  a  campus  for  which  I 
was  not  suited  and  for  putting  that 
question  on  the  form  and  making  me 
uncomfortable  about  my  faith  and  my 
job. 

The  purpose  of  the  foregoing  narrative 
is  not  to  say  that  I  am  now  comfortable 
about  this  issue,  because  I  am  not. 
Rather,  I  would  hope  that  more  of  us  are 
uncomfortable  about  the  role  of  our  faith 
on  our  campus.  For  I  feel  that  only 
through  this  feeling  will  we  be  moved  to 
examine  our  personal  commitments  to 
our  church  and  our  God. 

We  can,  of  course,  take  the  easy  route 
by  assuring  ourselves  that  the  role  of  our 
church  is  quite  adequately  carried  out  by 
the  Wesley  Foundation  director  on  our 
campus.  After  all,  that  is  his  job. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  true  to 
ourselves  and  our  faith  we  will  find  that 
there  is  a  role  for  us  by  which  we  can 
practice  our  faith,  even  on  a  campus  of  a 
state  institution.  I  recommend  that 
those  who  are  uncomfortable  about  this 
issue  do  three  things  which  can  help: 
first,  find  out  where  your  l)M  campus 
ministry  exists.  Second,  visit  with  your 
director  or  campus  minister  and  let  him 
know  you  are  a  United  Methodist  and 
uncomfortable  about  your  practice  of 
your  faith  on  the  campus.  Third,  pray 
that  God  will  show  you  how  to  give  of 
your  talents  in  this  endeavor. 

One  closing  word  of  warning:  everi- 
tually  you  will  find  that  your  church  is 
alive,  vital  and  growing  on  your  campus. 
Only  through  your  r  ommitmfent  can  you 
grow  with  it. 

(Dwight  Ramsey  is  the  director  of 
Wesley  Foundation  at  USL.) 
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rram  of  membership  recruitment,  training 


.go,  make  disciples. 


[Matt.  28:  18-20] 


EVANGELISM  was  adopted  by  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  as  one 
of  its  two  major  emphases  for  the  years 
1975-76,  and  the  1975  Year  of  Evangelism 
is  now  underway.  (The  1976  emphasis 
will  center  around  "Concern  for  Per¬ 
sons.”) 

The  adoption  of  this  Evangelism  theme 
came  after  grass-roots  surveys,  con¬ 
sultations,  and  a  process  developed  by 
the  Council  Director  and  the  Bishop.  The 
Annual  Conference  session  in  1974 
unanimously  endorsed  this  emphasis. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  Disci pleship,  the  Conference  Council 
Director,  and  the  Bishop  immediately 
began  planning.  The  cabinet  was  seen  to 
be  the  key  to  the  success  of  the  effort. 

The  cabinet  and  the  Bishop  have 
presented  some  perspectives  which  will 
help  each  local  church  and  every 
member  to  become  actively  involved  in 
the  evangelistic  effort.  This  is  a  con¬ 
ference-wide  program  whose  major 
thrust  is  on  the  level  of  the  local  church 
congregation;  the  focal  point  is  mem¬ 
bership  recruitment  and  training. 

With  respect  to  evangelism,  it  is  urged 
that  fruitless  debates  on  the  elastic  word 
"evangelism”  be  avoided.  Our 
Evangelism  emphasis  in  1975  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  center 
in  bringing  the  gospel  to  people  in  order 
that  they  may  be  brought  to  a  profession 
of  faith  in  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

During  the  "Year  of  Evangelism”  the 
Bishop  will  give  intensive  leadership  to 
the  cabinet  and  the  correlation  of  their 
efforts.  He  will  itinerate  the  entire 
conference  in  the  interest  of  membership 
recruitment,  appearing  in  each  district 
at  least  once  during  the  year,  doing  so 
solely  in  the  interest  of  Evangelism. 
District  Superintendents  will  be 
available  for  evangelistic-recruitment 
efforts  within  their  respective  districts, 
and  will  help  to  provide  training  op¬ 
portunities  for  pastors  and  laypersons. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
is  deeply  involved  in  membership 
recruitment,  as  is  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Local  churches  are  the  key  to  success. 
With  the  pastors  giving  leadership, 
development  and  implementation  of 
goals  will  be  carried  out  as  a  total  church 
program.  As  a  prominent  part  of  each 
local  church  effort  is  a  carefully  planned 
program  entitled  "Standards  of 
Excellence,”  in  chart  form,  which  each 
congregation  will  utilize  in  setting  goals 
and  striving  to  attain  them. 


The  year  which  we  have  just  entered, 
1975,  .  holds  great  prospects  for  our 
Church.  As  we  strive  for  our  individual 
"Standards  of  Excellence”  it  will  reflect 


our  combined  efforts  as  a  Conference  to 
renew  or  rekindle,  to  initiate  and  inspire 
the  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior 
and  Lord. 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Standards  of  excellence 


Congregation 


District _ 

□  1.  Organized  group  in  membership  recruitment  and 

evangelism. 

□  2.  Systematic  effort  to  secure  names  and  a  welcome  for 

all  newcomers  and  prospective  members. 

□  3.  Regular  visitation  on  prospective  members/ 

□  4.  Classes  offered  to  children,  youth,  adults  in  membership 

training. 

□  5.  Sermons  in  Lent  on  the  holy  habits  of  the  Christian  life. 

□  6.  Sermons  in  Kingdomtide  on  the  meaning  of  the  gospel. 

□  7.  Minimum  goal  of  number  of  new  members  to  be  received 

this  year. _ 

□  8.  One  special  creative  evangelistic  effort  selected  by 

church  officials.  _ _ 


□  9.  Total  membership  visitation,  with  emphasis  on  non¬ 

participants. 

□  0.  Structured  plan  of  following-up  on  members  who  move 

from  the  community. 


Groundbreaking  held  at 
Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 


Laity  week  at 
Perkins  is 
February  6-8 

Laity  Week  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  is  scheduled  for 
three  days,  February  6-8,  and  laypersons 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference  are  urged 
to  attend. 

Tom  Matheny,  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  has  this  to  say:  ".  .  .1  attended 
this  program  last  year  and  found  it  to  be 
one  of  the  most  worthwhile  experiences 
that  I  have  encountered.  This  would 
expose  you  to  a  School  of  Theology,  its 
faculty  and  its  students,  and  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  and  challenging  program.  I 
urge  you  to  attend." 

The  event  provides  an  opportunity  for 
on-campus  participation  in  courses, 
seminars,  workshops,  and  lectures  plus  a 
time  of  exchange  and  fellowship  with 
members  of  the  laity  from  all  over  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  Research 
Professor  of  Theology  at  Perkins,  will 
deliver  the  Laity  Week  Lectures  on 
Wesley’s  Gospel.  The  series  of  three 
lectures  will  deal  with:  "Whatever 
Became  of  Sin?”;  "Justification  —  By 
Faith  Alone?”;  and  "Going  on  to  Per¬ 
fection?”  Doctor  Outler  is  considered  to 
be  one  of  the  leading  theologians  of  our 
time. 

Courses  and  seminars  of  special  in¬ 
terest  to  lay  persons  will  be  provided 
throughout. 

The  1975  program  marks  the  second 
year  that  Laity  Week  has  been  held  at 
Perkins.  It  is  open  to  all  interested  laity. 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  a  new 
430-seat  sanctuary  were  held  on  January 
5  at  Jefferson  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  Provost  of  the 
Louisiana  Area,  preached  at  both  ser¬ 
vices,  and  District  Superintendent 
Robert  B.  Crichlow  was  present  for  both 
morning  worship  services.  Pastor  of  the 
Jefferson  Church  is  the  Rev.  Sale  T. 
Lilly,  Jr.  The  mortgage  on  present 
buildings  was  burned,  with  dedication  of 
the  structures  performed  by  Rev.  Cain. 

The  new  Jefferson  sanctuary,  designed 


by  Louis  H.  Faxon,  AIA,  architect  of 
Baton  Rouge,  will  cost  approximately 
$295,000.  A  new  drive  and  additional 
parking  facilities  will  also  be  a  part  of  the 
first  phase  building  program,  totaling 
more  than  $325,000  in  new  construction. 
Future  development  includes  a  new 
church  administration  complex, 
resource  library  and  parlor  as  well  as  a 
new  parking  lot.  Conversion  of  the 
present  sanctuary  into  a  fellowship  hall 
is  also  anticipated. 

M.  W.  Kirkpatrick  is  chairman  of  the 
church’s  building  program. 


‘ You  did  it  again! 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Luman  E.  Douglas,  of 
Baton  Rouge  (Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly 
Trustee)  recently  reported  that  the 
Louisiana  Conference  has  over  paid  in 
the  financial  asking  for  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Assembly.  Every  district  was  out  in  full. 

Total  askings  for  1974  were  $3590,  and 
the  amount  paid  was  $3620.  This  is  the 
third  straight  year  that  our  Conference 
has  paid  in  full.  "You  did  it  again!”  said 
Doctor  Douglas  .  .  .  "THANK  YOU.” 


Architect's  Drawing  —  Jefferson  Church 


Trinity  Church,  Jennings,  distributed 
leaflets  of  Luke’s  Christmas  story  to  the 
patients  in  the  hospital  in  Jennings.  They 
also  provided  copies  to  guests  at  the 
Jennings  Holiday  Inn. 


University  Church,  Lake  Charles 
in  new  building  phase 


Board  of  Discipleship 
holds  education  workshop 


University  Church  ( Lake  Charles)  building  committee  utilized  a  " middle  buster” 
plow  to  break  ground  for  the  new  bfuilding  complex.  Seen  left  to  right  are:  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  R.  Reed,  senior  pastor;  Bill  Stanton,  chairman  building  committee;  Sonny 
Hackett,  architect;  P.  G.  Williams;  and  former  committee  chairman  Charles  Cox. 


By  ODELL  SIMMONS 
Coordinator  of 
Leadership  Development 

The  Committee  on  Education  within 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  sponsored  a 
one-day  workshop  on  leadership 
development.  The  meeting  was  held  in 
Alexandria  on  Tuesday,  January  7th  with 
thirty-five  persons  in  attendance.  The 
group  was  made  up  of  district  Age-level 
Coordinators,  district  Chairpersons  on 
Education,  and  District  Superintendents. 
Informative  group  discussions  were  held, 
with  Reverend  Ray  Branton  and  Dr 
Bentley  Sloane  from  the  Program 
Council  Office  serving  as  resource 
persons. 

The  group  decided  on  four  specific 
areas  for  action.  They  are  as  follows: 

1)  Each  district  will  be  asked  to 
organize  a  task  force  to  work  with  four 
churches  that  need  help  in  organizing  or 
strengthening  church  schools  within  that 
district.  A  list  of  these  churches  is  to  be 
mailed  to  the  Coordinator  of  Leadership 
Development  before  February  28,  1975. 

2)  Each  district  Age-level  Coordinator 
and  district  Chairperson  on  Education 
will  be  asked  to  write  a  brief  teaching 
plan  concerning  his  area  of  work.  This 
plan  will  be  submitted  to  the  Coordinator 
of  Leadership  Development  before  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  1975.  Copies  of  these  teaching 
plans  will  be  compiled  and  mailed  to  all 
of  the  district  Age-level  Coordinators 

3)  Plans  are  being  made  to  have 
conference  sponsored  lab  schools  in  three 
districts  in  1976,  three  in  1977,  and  three 
in  1978.  The  lab  schools  would  probably 
include  children,  youth,  and  adult 
education  within  the  local  church. 


4)  Each  pastor  will  be  asked  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  Church  School  Rally  Day 
Offering,  which  is  usually  taken  in 
September,  as  a  means  to  finance  these 
lab  schools. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Recently  I  read  some  poems  composed  by  very  young  students  at  the  Concho 
Indian  School.  A  few  are  passed  on  herewith. 

A  young  Cherokee  boy  named  Don  Hummingbird  wrote: 

Trees  can  sing 
and  stars  can  cry 
and  maybe  rocks  can  shine 
What  I  feel  is  what  I  write 
and  what  I  write  is  mine. 

I  can  see 

and  I  can  fly 

or  maybe  I  am  blind. 

Who’s  to  say 

what  writing  is 

when  others  have  a  mind? 

Not  bad.  Warren  Anquoe,  a  youthful  Kiowa,  advises  people  to  "listen”  to  his 
poem  by  the  same  title. 

Listen  easy  and  you  can  hear  the  wind  calling 
Walking  alone  in  the  silent  winter  night 
Listen  easy  and  you  can  hear  the  snow  falling 
Watching  the  owl  make  its  silent  flight. 

Listen  easy  and  you  can  hear  the  flowers  growing 
Walking  alone  in  the  silent  summer  night 
Listen  easy  and  you  can  hear  the  distant  river  flowing 
Waking  up  when  the  morning  starts  to  turn  light. 

Forget  the  meter.  Did  you  ever  learn  to  listen,  relaxed,  sensitive,  minus 
anxiety  and  "easy”  as  young  Mr.  Anquoe  says? 

Bonnie  Kingfisher,  a  Cherokee-Creek,  wrote  on  “Man’s  Choice”: 

A  man  is  not  victim  of  the  past 

He  may  choose  whatever  he  wishes  to  become. 

The  past  has  not  been  rubbed  on  to  him. 

(Incidentally,  think  through  what  this  young  poetess  is  saying  .  .!) 

A  very  small  boy  in  the  fourth  grade,  who  is  Comanche-Kiowa  and  by  name 
Spencer  Todome,  penned: 

Friends 

brown,  white,  black 
running,  talking,  singing 
fun  to  play  with. 

Nice. 

Go  through  these  poems  and  you’ll  find  deep  religious  qualities.  By  the  way 
have  you  ever  written  anything? 


Faithfully 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


' 

All  of  the  members  of  Algiers  Church, 
New  Orleans,  wished  their  hard-working 
and  faithful  building  custodian,  Mr.  Jim 
Henderson,  a  very  Merry  Christmas.  The 
Rev.  Louis  F.  Roos.  left,  pastor  of  the 
church,  is  shown  making  the  presen¬ 
tation  to  Mr.  Henderson  in  the  church 
sanctuary.  ("Yes,”  says  Pastor  Roos, 
"that  is  a  $ 100  bill!”) 


Holt  Activity  Center  to  be  dedicated 


Special  events 

Mount  Zion  Church,  New  Orleans, 
started  off  1975  with  three  nights  of 
preaching,  gospel  singing  and  wit¬ 
nessing.  From  January  12-14,  the  church 
held  special  services  with  Bishop  L.  Scott 
Allen,  resident  Bishop  of  the  Holston 
Area  as  featured  speaker.  The  Rev. 
Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr.  is  pastor  of  Mount 
Zion. 


New  Holt  Activities  Center.  Methodist  Children's  Home 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston  is  having  the  formal 
dedication  of  its  new  Holt  Activity  Center 
on  Sunday,  January  26,  at  3:30  P.M.  The 
speaker  for  the  occasion  will  be  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield. 

The  building  was  completed  in  June 
1974,  and  has  been  in  use  by  the  children 
for  the  past  eight  months.  It  consists  of  a 
gymnasium,  a  large  recreation  room  and 
three  smaller  rooms  which  are  used  for 
arts  and  crafts  classes  and  as  general 
meeting  rooms.  The  gymnasium  is 
presently  being  used  for  Church 
Basketball  League  games  in  which  many 
MCH  youths  participate.  The  swimming 
pool  which  adjoins  the  building  was 
finished  in  October  and  is  ready  for  use 
this  next  summer.  Activities  for  the  new 


building  are  coordinated  by  Johnny 
Peoples,  a  recent  Tech  graduate  in  the 
field  of  physical  education. 

The  Holt  Activity  Center  receives  its 
name  from  the  Houston  H.  Holt  family  of 
Shreveport.  Mr.  Houston  H.  Holt  and 
Mrs.  Lurline  Wingard  Holt  were 
prominent  life  long  residents  of 
Shreveport,  who  contributed  to  various 
humanitarian  institutions  such  as  the 
Children’s  Home. 

Financial  gifts,  similar  to  the  one  from 
the  Holts,  have  made  it  possible  for  the 
Children’s  Home  to  rebuild  its  physical 
facilities  without  having  to  call  upon  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  a  special 
building  fund  campaign. 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend  the 
dedication  ceremony  on  January  26. 


Trinity  Church,  Baldwin,  moves  into  new  sanctuary 


United  Methodists  of  Trinity  Church, 
Baldwin,  moved  into  their  new  sanctuary 
in  January  from  the  former  church 
building  across  historic  Highway  90  next 
to  Sager-Brown  School.  The  old  church 
was  erected  in  1893,  but  the  organization 
pre-dates  construction  by  over  twenty 
years.  The  name  of  the  church  at  its 
beginning  was  La  Teche  Methodist 


Episcopal  Church. 

The  new  sanctuary  project  was  begun 
under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Louis 
Streams  and  completed  after  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Roger  Dale  Lathan.  Under  their 
leadership  and  with  the  leadership  of  the 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  K.  G. 
McDowell,  the  members  raised  money. 


With  support  from  the  1000  Club,  the 
Lafayette  District  Board  of  Missions  and 
the  National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  new  $54,000 
structure  was  erected.  The  church  has  75 
members. 

The  new  building  has  a  sanctuary, 
fellowship  hall,  kitchen  and  church 
school  facilities.  Children  and  faculty  of 
Sager-Brown  School  attend  the  church. 


Trinity  Church:  THE  NEW  and  THE  OLD 
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The  emergence  of  women  in  the 


ministry,  and  our  quota  system 


If  anyone  has  doubts  about  “women’s 
liberation”  as  an  issue  which  the  church 
must  face,  the  recently  concluded 
“National  Consultation  of  Ordained 
Women  in  the  United  Methodist  Church” 
should  erase  them  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  17). 

Among  other  things,  the  300 
dergywomen,  assembled  as  a  group  for 
the  first  time,  called  for:  (1)  Election  of 
at  least  three  women  bishops  in  1976;  (2) 
appointment  of  at  least  50  female  district 
superintendents  —  10  in  each  of  the 
denomination’s  five  jurisdictions  —  in 
1975;  and  (3)  appointment  of  women  to 
fill  the  next  six  presidencies  of  United 
Methodist  seminaries  when  vacancies 
occur. 

One  may  be  tempted  to  dismiss  such 
suggestions  as  unrealistic.  As  specific 
proposals  to  be  carried  out  on  a  specific 
timetable,  they  are!  At  present,  the  UMC 
does  not  have  60  women  ministers  suffi¬ 
ciently  qualified  by  ability  and  experi¬ 
ence  to  assume  these  high  positions.  But 
as  indicators  of  a  growing  churchwide 
consciousness  which  rejects  male  domi¬ 
nance  in  the  clergy,  this  input  must  be 
taken  seriously  and  acted  upon. 

We  frankly  deplore  situations  in  which 
groups  feel  called  upon  to  make 
unreasonable  demands  in  order  to  gain 
the  attention  of  others.  However,  if  we 
learned  anything  from  the  civil  rights 
movement,  it  is  that  established  groups 
—  even  the  church  —  tend  not  to  right 
wrongs  until  they  are  confronted  with 
demands  to  do  so. 

If  any  group  within  the  church  has  a 
legitimate  grievance  with  the  church,  it 
is  the  church’s  women  members.  For 
most  of  this  century,  women  have  been 
the  backbone  of  the  church’s  missional 
and  educational  emphases.  During  the 
same  time,  women  have  enjoyed  only 
token  representation  on  the  church’s 
decision-making  bodies.  During  most  of 
this  time,  women  were  systematically 
discouraged  from  entering  the 
professional  ministry.  Those  few  who 
chose  to  battle  against  the  odds  found  few 
pulpits  open  to  them  and  tended  to  wind 
up  performing  non-pastoral  functions. 

No  more.  Women  are  now  insisting  on  a 
much  larger  decision-making  voice  in  the 
church’s  affairs.  A  substantial  number  of 
women  have  graduated  from  seminary  in 
recent  years  and  are  now  serving 
pastoral  charges  —  either  alone  or  along 
with  a  minister-spouse.  And  nearly  20  per 


cent  of  the  persons  now  training  for  the 
ministry  in  United  Methodism’s 
seminaries  are  women. 

The  need  for  the  church  to  provide 
special  opportunities  for  women 
ministers  to  advance  into  leadership 
positions  within  the  church  is  now  self- 
evident.  The  critical  question  now  facing 
us  is:  How  can  we  provide  opportunities 
for  women  to  rise  rapidly  within  the 
ranks  of  the  clergy  without  doing  serious 
harm  to  persons  now  holding  leadership 
positions,  and  to  the  general  quality  of 
the  church’s  ministry? 

We  do  not  believe  the  answer  to  that 
question  is  to  be  found  in  a  “quota 
system.”  At  many  levels,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  now  bogged  down  by 
well-intentioned  quotas  which  the  1972 
General  Conference  established.  While 
bringing  many  new  faces  and  voices  into 
the  church’s  decision-making  processes, 
our  present  quota  system  has 
simultaneously  removed  many  of  the 
denomination’s  ablest  and  most  ex¬ 
perienced  members  from  those  same 
processes.  The  result,  in  too  many  in¬ 
stances,  has  been  immobilization  caused 
by  inexperience  and  lack  of  expertise  in 
key  positions.  To  add  more  quotas  to  our 
already  overburdened  quota  system,  as 
the  Clergywomen’s  Consultation  has 
suggested,  would  produce  more  loss  than 
gain  for  the  church. 

A  more  productive,  less  destructive 
answer  to  the  question  lies  in  a  two¬ 
pronged  churchwide  emphasis  (1)  to 
advance  women  ministers  within  the 
system  at  the  maximum  rate  that  their 
qualifications  and  experience  will  per¬ 
mit;  and  (2)  to  prepare  the  church’s 
membership  for  the  changes  —  many  of 
them  beneficial  —  which  will  inevitably 
occur  as  the  number  and  rank  of  the 
UMC’s  women  ministers  expand. 

To  insure  that  such  emphases  become 
more  than  generalized  rhetoric,  women’s 
groups  such  as  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  need  to  be 
continued  and  strengthened.  Such  groups 
might  reasonably  suggest  specific 
persons  to  fill  specific  openings  —  not 
principally  on  the  basis  of  sex,  but  on  the 
basis  of  qualifications.  Such  groups 
should  certainly  provide  leadership  for  a 
ongoing  series  of  consultations  aimed 
at  sensitizing  all  of  us  to  the  unique  gifts 
and  abilities  that  women  leaders  bring  to 
the  church  and  to  the  Kingdom. 


A  letter  to 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Most  parents 
wish  to  share  the  benefit  of  their  faith 
and  experience  with  their  children. 
With  the  ever-present  generation  gap, 
many  find  the  task  difficult.  As  a 
means  of  "breaking  through,”  Dr. 
David  A.  Spieler  —  a  professor  at 
Adrian  College  in  Adrian,  Michigan  — 
drafted  the  following  letter  to  be  read 
by  his  children  when  they  grow  older. 
We  believe  Dr.  Spieler’s  letter  might 
serve  as  a  vehicle  by  which  many 
parents  might  seek  to  communicate 
what  is  most  important  in  life  with 
their  children. 

Dear  Scott,  Tara  and  Angela, 

It  will  be  a  long  time  before  you  can 
read  these  words.  What  the  world  will 
be  like  then,  I  do  not  know.  I  only  know 
that  it  will  be  vastly  different  from  the 
one  I  knew  as  a  child  and  from  the  one 
I  know  now. 

Today,  we  are  reaching  for  the  stars 
and  becoming  mired  down  in  the  mud. 
We  try  to  build  a  new  society  and 
violence  walks  the  land.  We  are 
blessed  by  scientific  advances  and 
cursed  by  jpoverty. 

Given  a  changing  time  such  as  ours, 
you  may  wonder  what  I  could  possibly 
tell  you  that  would  be  of  value  in  10  or 
20  years.  Certainly  most  things 
diminish  in  value.  Yet,  I  believe  there 
are  a  few  things  which  do  not  change 
because  they  are  grounded  in  the 
nature  of  man  and  God.  These  basic 
truths  hold  the  key  to  an  abundant  life. 
Because  I  want  that  kind  of  life  for 
you,  I  share  them  gladly. 

Believe  that  life  is  good 

First,  you  must  firmly  believe  that 
life  itself  is  worth  living  because  it  is 
essentially  good.  Whenever  you  are 
inclined  to  despair,  recall  the  opening 
chapter  of  Genesis  where,  after 
describing  God’s  creation,  it  says 
(1:31):  “And  God  saw  everything  he 
had  made,  and  behold,  it  was  very 
good.”  Yes,  life  is  good,  and  it  can  be 
very  good  if  you  heed  William  James’ 
advice:  “Believe  that  life  is  worth 
living,  and  your  belief  will  help  you 
create  the  fact.” 

Second,  you  must  have  a  purpose  in 
living,  a  meaning  for  life.  Avoid  the 
kind  of  shadowy  existence  which 
afflicts  so  many  today,  the  kind 
captured  by  Vachel  Lindsay  in  “The 
Leaden-Eyed”: 

It  is  the  world’s  one  crime  its  babes 
grow  dull, 


my  children 


Enduring  values  for 
a  changing  world 


Its  poor  are  ox-like,  limp  and  leaden 
eyed. 

Not  that  they  starve,  but  starve  so 
dreamlessly ; 

Not  that  they  sow,  but  that  they 
seldom  reap; 

Not  that  they  serve,  but  have  no  gods 
to  serve; 

Not  that  they  die,  but  that  they  die  like 
sheep. 

But  purpose  and  meaning  cannot 
themselves  be  the  object  of  your 
search.  This  paradoxical  situation 
was  enunciated  by  Jesus  when  he  said 
(Luke  17:33):  “Whoever  seeks  to  gain 
his  life'will  lose  it,  but  whoever  loses 
his  iife  will  preserve  it.” 

Life’s  purpose  is  defined 
in  Jesus 

I  believe  profoundly  that  the  only 
compass  which  can  guide  your  life 
toward  the  kind  of  purpose  and 
meaning  that  is  ultimately  satisfying 
and  permanent  amid  change  is  God  as 
known  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Shortly  after  World  War  II,  a  man 
was  visiting  England  and  came  across 
a  bombed-out  church.  One  of  the 
residents  offered  to  show  him  around. 
Virtually  nothing  was  left.  It  was  an 
empty,  battered  shell.  Or  so  it 
seemed,  until  the  guide  showed  him 
that  by  some  miracle  the  altar  had  not 
been  touched.  Pointing  to  a  figure  of 
Jesus  standing  upon  it,  the  guide  said 
(with,  perhaps  more  truth  than  he 
knew):  “But  he  still  stands!” 

Third,  you  must  live  up  to  your 
capacity,  whatever  it  may  be.  Never 
fear  a  challenge;  face  it!  Whether  it 
comes  in  a  classroom,  an  athletic 
field,  or  elsewhere,  be  willing  to  meet 
an  obstacle.  For  if  you  are  not  —  if  you 
always  try  to  find  the  easy  way  —  you 
will  condemn  yourself  to  a  life  that  is 
less  than  the  best  of  which  you  are 
capable. 

My  children,  I  hope  that  you  will 
excel  in  many  things.  When  you  are 
tempted  to  cut  corners,  remember  the 
words  of  Jesus  (Matthew  7:14):  “The 
gate  is  narrow  and  the  way  is  hard, 
that  leads  to  life,  and  those  who  find  it 
are  few."  I  pray  that  you  will  never 
sacrifice  your  future  happiness,  as  so 
many  of  us  do,  for  the  sake  of  an 
easier  present. 

You  must  learn  to  make 
moral  decisions 

Fourth,  you  must  learn  to  make 
difficult  moral  choices.  You  will  face 


two  quite  different  problems  here. 

You  cannot  rely  on  a  strict,  detailed 
set  of  rules  to  do  your  thinking  for  you. 
Even  if  there  are  certain  principles 
rooted  in  the  nature  of  the  universe 
which  ought  to  be  observed  (and  I 
believe  there  are),  you  will  still  have 
to  decide  how  to  apply  them. 

Neither  can  you  rely  on  majority 
opinion  to  guide  you.  It  will  be  easy  for 
you  to  take  as  your  motto:  “When  in 
Rome,  do  as  the  Romans.”  All  of  us 
want  the  approval  of  our  peers.  Yet 
there  should  be  occasions  when  you 
stand,  alone  if  necessary,  against  the 
crowd  for  what  you  consider  right. 
You  must,  therefore,  develop 
character  and  integrity  to  shun 
temptations  and  make  right  decisions. 

In  all  situations,  you  must  be 
motivated  by  love,  concern  and 
compassion  for  your  fellow  human 
beings  because  love  is  the  law  of  life.  I 
would  gladly  give  these  qualities  to 
you  if  I  could.  But  as  Bishop  Ensley 
has  said,  they  cannot  be  acquired 
intravenously.  They  cannot  be  given 
to  you  by  me  or  by  anyone  else.  Even 
so,  they  are  what  really  count. 

You  must  give  to  live 
Finally,  my  children,  you  must  give 
in  order  to  live.  In  Palestine,  there  are 
two  large  bodies  of  water  —  the  Sea  of 
Galilee  and  the  Dead  Sea.  The  same 
water  flows  out  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
down  the  Jordan  River,  and  into  the 
Dead  Sea.  The  Sea  of  Galilee  is  alive 
and  beautiful  —  its  water  is  clear  and 
pure,  fish  are  plentiful,  plants  and 
trees  grow  around  it,  boats  sail  upon 
it,  and  people  crowd  its  shores.  In 
contrast,  the  Dead  Sea  is  dead  and 
ugly  —  its  waters  are  very  salty  and 
bitter;  nothing  lives  in  it  or  around  it. 
What  a  paradox!  The  one  is  alive  and 
the  other  is  dead;  the  one  is  beautiful 
and  the  other  is  ugly.  Why? 

The  reason  is  simple.  Though  it  is 
true  that  the  same  water  fills  both 
seas,  the  two  seas  treat  that  water 
in  different  ways.  The  Sea  of  Galilee 
allows  the  water  to  come  in,  stay 
awhile,  and  then  move  on.  But  the 
Dead  Sea  is  greedy.  It  does  not  allow 
any  water  to  escape  except  by 
evaporation,  which  is  why  the 
remaining  water  is  polluted  by  salt 
and  other  minerals. 

The  lesson  should  be  plain.  Life 
requires  giving  as  well  as  receiving; 


receiving  without  giving  leads  only  to 
death.  It  is  the  same  with  us  and  is 
certainly  part  of  what  Jesus  meant  by 
saying  (Acts  20:35):  “It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.” 

May  this  poem  by  an  unknown 
author  be  your  prayer  in  the  years  to 
come: 

I  looked  upon  a  sea,  and  lo,  ’twas 
dead, 

Although  by  Hermon’s  snow  and 
Jordan  fed, 

How  come  a  fate  so  dire?  The  tale’s 
soon  told  — 

All  that  it  got  it  kept,  and  fast  did  hold. 
All  tributary  streams  found  here  their 
grave 

Because  the  sea  received,  but  never 
gave. 

O  sea  that’s  dead,  teach  me  to  know 
and  feel 

And  help  me,  Lord,  myself,  my  best  to 
give, 

That  I  may  others  bless,  and  like  thee 

1  Your  loving  Father, 

David 


Where  is  real  power  in  the  UMC? 


Several  weeks  ago  an  article  appeared 
in  these  pages  under  the  enticing 
headline  “Where  is  real  power  in  the 
UMC?”  (TM/  UMR,  Dec.  20). 

.  As  one  read  the  story  it  became  clear 
that  it  actually  was  seeking  to  answer  the 
question  “which  general  agency  wields 
the  most  power  as  a  result  of  the  UMC’s 
general  restructuring  in  1972?” 

Interesting  and  important  as  the  latter 
question  may  be,  we  are  more  intrigued 
by  the  one  not  answered:  “Where  is  real 
power  in  the  UMC?” 

There  are  many  ways  to  measure 
power:  by  who  controls  the  funds,  who 
makes  decisions,  who  moves  people  to 
action,  etc. 

By  any  measure,  power  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  diffused. 

The  “general  church,”  or  the  national 
portion  of  the  UMC’s  connectional 
system,  receives  approximately  5c  of 
every  dollar  given  to  the  church.  These 
funds  are  divided  among  dozens  of 
different  agencies  whose  responsibilities 
range  from  training  ministers  to 
providing  food  relief  for  needy  persons 
overseas  to  developing  curriculum 
resources  for  local  churches. 

At  the  same  time  16c  of  every  dollar 
goes  to  annual  conference  and 
jurisdictional  programs,  and  79c  of 
every  dollar  remains  in  the  local  church. 
From  an  economic  standpoint,  the  “real 
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power”  in  the  UMC  is  the  lopal  church; 
nearly  all  funds  originate  there,  and  most 
of  the  funds  are  expended  there. 

Decision-making  in  the  UMC  is  also 
diffused-.  The  General  Conference,  which 
meets  every  four  years,  is  often 
described  as  the  UMC’s  ultimate 
decision-maker.  The  General  Conference 
does  have  far-reaching  authority  so  far 
as  establishing  programs,  prioritizing 
general  church  funds,  and  pointing  the 
denomination  in  general  directions  are 
concerned.  But  the  General  Conference 
is  not  the  UMC’s  “real  power.” 

At  the  area  and  annual  conference 
levels,  the  bishop  is  often  considered  the 
ultimate  decision-maker.  In  the  matter 
of  making  ministerial  appointments,  the 
bishop  does  have  the  final  say;  in¬ 
creasingly,  though,  this  authority  is 
being  shared  at  least  with  the  con¬ 
ference’s  district  superintendents. 
Programmatically,  a  bishop  may  lead, 
but  annual  conference  agencies  make 
their  own  decisions. 

Important  as  the  general  church  and 
the  annual  conference  are  to  United 
Methodism’s  connectional  structure, 
most  of  our  church’s  decisions  are  made 
within  local  congregations.  Increasingly, 
local  churches  are  exercising  their  option 
to  choose  which  general  church  and 
annual  conference  programs  to  support 
—  both  financially  and  by  participation. 
Local  churches  are  open  to  supporting 
connectional  causes,  but  they  have  to  be 
sold  on  them;  more  and  more 
congregations  are  establishing  their  own 
priorities. 

“Where  is  real  power  in  the  UMC?” 

By  any  quantitative  measure,  the 
UMC’s  “real  power”  is  in  its  local 
congregations.  Correct  as  it  may  seem, 
however,  even  this  answer  to  the  basic 
question  is  less  than  satisfying.  The  “real 
power”  of  a  church  cannot  be  quantified. 

The  “real  power"  in  the  UMC,  or  any 
church,  is  God’s  power  (II  Corinthians 
4:7-12).  So  long  as  we  attempt  to  define 
“real  power”  in  terms  of  structural 
levels,  our  “real  power”  as  a  church  is 
diminished.  Whenever  God’s  Word  is 
proclaimed  and  lived  out  within  any  part 
of  our  connection  —  be  it  general  church, 
annual  conference,  local  church,  or 
among  individual  members  —  the 
church’s  “real  power”  is  at  work  and  in 
evidence. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


pdito 

Lynn  isn’t  alone  in  her  church  search 


To  the  Editor: 

I’m  responding  to  the  article  about 
Ly’hh.'Slpjtost  graduating  from  college  inh 
three  months  (TM/  UMR,  Jtfh.  3).““'^ 
My  name  is  Betty;  I  am  51  years  of 
age,  married,  a  part-time  bookkeeper, 
and  mother  of  two  children,  24  and 
married  and  20  at  home.  I  am  just  as 
vitally  alive  and  ready  for  everything 
Lynn  is  searching  for. 

This  past  year  finds  me  Chairperson  of 
the  “Council  of  Ministries”  in  the  church 
where  I  was  baptized  51  years  ago. 

For  10  or  so  years  I  didn’t  attend 
church  at  all.  It  was  no  longer  relevant.  I 
had  many  problems  about  living  in 
today’s  world  that  I  longed  to  rap  with 
someone  about,  but  the  church  offered 
nothing.  In  fact,  wearing  my  smiling 
mask  of  “Sunday  happiness”  just  about 
tore  me  apart.  It  was  much  easier  to  stay 
away. 

Then  bang!  My  life  changed 
dramatically.  I  signed  up  for  a  training 
course  offered  by  Contact,  a  24-hour 
telephone  ministry.  There  I  met 
ministers  I  didn’t  know  existed.  They 
literally  blew  my  mind.  In  their  labs  and 
workshops,  I  felt  “grace”  for  the  first 
time  in  my  life.  Prior  to  that  experience, 
grace  was  an  empty  word.  I  discovered 
that  church  can  be  relevant,  growth- 
producing,  problem-solving,  and  best  of 
all  can  produce  joy.  I  feel  the  Holy  Spirit 
inside  of  me  for  the  first  time  in  my  life, 
and  I  have  found  a  meaning  to  my 
existence.  I  have  something  to  share  with 
my  fellowmen.  It’s  great!  The  problem, 
as  stated,  is  —  I’m  like  a  woman  from 
Mars  in  my  home  church.  They  aren’t 
interested  in  hearing  what  is  happening 
in  the  outside  world.  The  majority  of  the 
members  want  things  just  the  same  as 
they  were  50  years  ago.  They  complain, 
“No  one  comes  to  Adult  Sunday  School.” 

I  said,  “Give  people  something  great, 
and  they  will  come.”  We  tried  a  six- 
weeks  “value  clarification  course”  using 
Sidney  Simon’s  book.  We  had  35  instead 
of  the  usual  8  or  10.  Mostly,  the  response 
was,  “Okay,  now  when  do  we  get  back  to 
the  Bible.” 

Here  I  am,  a  sinner  like  the  one  in  your 
last  paragraph  longing  for  “com¬ 
munity”  where  I  can  explore  and  grow 
into  the  full  potential  God  has  in  mind  for 
me.  I  am  into  a  couple  of  small  groups 
where  I  can  take  off  my  mask  and  risk 
being  me  —  but  not  in  my  church. 

I  have  about  $500  worth  of  training  and 
three  years  of  growing  and  stretching  to 
share,  and  no  one  in  my  church  wants 
anyone  but  a  person  to  set  tables,  wash 
dirty  dishes,  and  make  things  for 
bazaars. 

Unfortunately,  many  of  the  persons 
who  are  the  biggest  money-givers  in 
many  churches,  and  therefore  have  the 
most  sav.  don’t  really  want  to  change. 

Betty  B.  Zbilut 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

'Lull*  Terns'  curriculum 

at  /i  .s  id e  re  d  va  lu  a  It  le 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Mr.  Tom  Ingram’s  letter 
criticizing  our  curriculum  “Christian 


Studies  for  Late  Teens,”  (TM/  UMR, 
Jan.  10),  I  followed  his  advice  and  read 
Matthew  18:6,  and  am  more  convinced 
than  ever  that  the  youth  whom  I  teach 
should  be  given  the  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
perience  the  concepts  as  they  appear  in 
the  Winter  issue  of  "Late  Teens.” 

My  students  and  I  have  found  this 
series  stimulating  and  realistic  in 
dealing  with  today’s  problems  in  today’s 
society.  What  better  way  to  expose  the 
youth  of  today  to  issues  and  concepts  that 
are  bugging  the  adults  who  apparently 
don’t  know  what  to  do  about  them? 
Better  the  youth  are  presented  these 
concepts  in  a  Christian  environment 
rather  than  being  exposed  to  them  with  a 
grdup  of  peefs  in  the  back  room  of  some 
house  wjth  the  doors  bolted. 

Issues  which  are  pertinent  to  today’s 
society  should  be  brought  out  in  the  open 
for  discussion  under  Christian  spon¬ 
sorship,  so  that  our  young  people  will 
learn  to  identify  the  pitfalls  and  traps  of 
the  charlatans  and  non-believers  who 
promote  such  inutility.  To  sin  is  to  negate 
God’s  teachings  through  His  Son,  Jesus. 
Our  Christian  Youth  are  well  aware  of 
His  teachings. 

Harold  C.  Gluth 
Porterville,  California 

Thunks  for  article  on 

1974's  newsmakers 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  few  lines  to  say  thanks  for  the 
pictures  and  captions  of  the  six  persons 
in  your  December  27  issue  which  you 
labeled  “News  makers  of  1974,” 
especially  the  ones  on  Shirley  Cothran, 
GerahLR.  Ford  and  Charles  Colson. 

We  need  to  hear  more  these  days  about 
people  who  have  accepted  Christ  and  how 
much  He  means-to  them.  Thank  you 
again! 

James  S.  Pollock 
Johnson  City,  Tennessee 

Your  editorial  teas  insulting 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  comment  regarding  our 
church’s  donation  of  $200,000  worth  of 
wheat  to  India  followed  by  a  disparaging 
remark  about  our  government  refusing 
more  food  aid  to  32  developing  nations 
was  an  insult  to  common  sense 


(TM/  UMR,  Jan.  3).  The  huge  donations 
and  sales  to  foreign  countries  has 
depleted  our  own  reserves  and  increased 
the  price  to  American  citizens  far  more 
than  your  two  cents  per  person 
estimated. 

In  addition,  our  Ambassador  to  India 
gave  Mrs.  Gandhi  a  check  for  two  billion 
dollars  from  our  counterpart  funds  in 
India  which  represented  relief  grains  at 
below  market  prices  subsidized  by 
American  taxpayers  over  the  past  years. 
She  still  owes  $1.2  billion  from  the  same 
fund;  all  the  while  she  is  berating  us  for 
being  productive  people  with  a  desire  to 
control  our  birth  rate  to  avoid  shortages 
for  foods.  She  also  lied  to  her  people  a  few 
years  ago  when  she  had  a  good  crop  year 
stating  the  country  was  self-sufficient 
and  didn’t  need  American  or  other 
countries’  aid  to  supply  them  with  food 
grains.  Still  worse,  she  spent  money 
developing  a  nuclear  bomb. 


I  wonder  how  much  of  the  2  billion  we 
recently  donated  was  spent  for  food  and 
how  much  for  nuclear  research.  India 
has  the  same  number  of  arable  acres  as 
we  do  but  lacks  the  ambition  to  develop 
the  land. 

I  agree  we  should  feed  the  helpless  and 
our  record  shows  we  have  been  the 
Savior  of  the  world  population  from 
famine  for  at  least  a  half  century.  I 
resent  these  remarks  by  the  Editor,  as  I 
do  those  of  the  nations  of  the  world, 
blaming  us  for  their  economic  status 
because  we  produce  to  capacity  by  work, 
ambition  and  knowledge  and  then  share  • 
our  supplies  at  below  world  prices,  or 
gratis,  to  the  unfortunate. 

Roy  L.  Smith 
Bryan,  Texas  . 

That's  not  in  the  Bible 

To  the  Editor: 

You  did  a  lot  of  thinking  about  retiring 
old  Bibles  and  Christmas  cards.  Your 
suggestions  were  all  good  (TM/  UMR, 
Jan.  3). 

May  I  suggest  that  in  quoting  Ms. 
Francis  G.  Conley  of  Highland  Park, 
Illinois,  you  were  making  up  words  that 
do  not  appear  in  the  Bible  —  “Ashes  to 
Ashes,  Dust  to  Dust."  In  place  of  the 
misquotation,  I  refer  you  to  Edward  A. 
Church’s  poem  which  I  think  is  quite 
appropriate: 

Come  holy  fire  consume  this  clay 

Ashes  to  ashes  now  return 

An  outworn  garment  here  we  lay 

As  on  Thine  altar  Lord  to  burn. 

I  find  TM/  UMR  about  the  most  in-’ 
formative  Methodist  publication  that 
crosses  my  desk. 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Urbana,  Illinois 


Tell  us  and  we’ll  send  you  a  pen! 

Haw  do  you  use  TM/UMR ? 


In  our  January  10  issue,  we  offered  a 
Bic  ballpoint  pen,  personalized  for 
TM/  UMR,  to  every  reader  who  would 
tell  us  one  or  more  ways  that  TM/  UMR 
is  used  as  something  more  than  a  source 
of  personal  information. 

Many  readers  have  already  responded, 
and  more  are  arriving  each  day. 
Following  are  a  few  of  the  ways  that 
others  are  using  the  paper. 

•  Mrs.  G.  W.  Higgins  of  Savannah, 
Tennessee:  “The  one  thing  I  use 
repeatedly  and  share  with  my  Sunday 
School  class  each  week  is  the  cartoon 
which  appears  on  page  2.  The  cartoons 
are  so  true  to  life,  and  I  can  see  myself  in 
so  many  of  them,  that  I  always  want  to 
share  them  with  others.” 

•  Gladys  Blaylock  of  Salinas, 
California:  “I  am  a  ‘clipper.’  As  I  read 
each  issue  of  TM/  UMR,  I  make  mental 
notes  of  which  friends  and  relatives 
would  be  interested  in  which  articles.  I 
enjoy  sharing  these.” 

•  Mrs.  Lucille  Moseley  of  Dundee, 
Texas :  “When  I  finish  reading  my  copy,  I 
take  it  to  my  invalid  sister  and  her 
daughter,  who  takes  care  of  her.  They 


enjoy  reading  it  as  I  do.” 

•  Mrs.  Archie  Schilly  of  Ocala,- 
Florida:  “After  I’ve  finished  with  my 
copy,  I  take  it  to  the  local  chapter 
meeting  of  the  American  Association  of- 
Retired  Persons  and  place  it  on  the  table 
we  have  for  free  literature  exchange. 
That  way  others  get  to  read  TM/  UMR 
also.” 

•  Jean  Adams  of  Ft.  Collins,  Colorado: 
“I  underline  and  share  with  members  of 
my  prayer  group  mentionings  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  TM/  UMR.  Some  people  had 
noted  only  the  discussion  of  current 
issues,  and  felt  that  our  founder  was 
being  neglected.  But  we  are  finding  He 
isn’t.” 

•  J.  E.  Ney  of  Lake  Charles,: 
Louisiana:  “I  read  every  article  in  the 
paper  and  then  pass  it  on  to  the  Wesley 
Foundation  of  McNeese  University 
here.” 

The  invitation  is  still  open,  tell  us  way$' 
you  use  TM/  UMR  as  more  than  a  source 
of  personal  information  and  we’ll  send 
you  a  pen.  Send  to  the  editor,  TM/  UMR, 
P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 
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Super  Bowl  champs  at  prayer 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Owner  Art  Rooney  [left  center  in  dark 
suit]  joins  members  of  his  Pittsburgh  Steelers  pro  football 
team  in  prayer  after  they  won  Super  Bowl  IX  in  New  Orleans, 
defeating  the  Minnesota  Vikings,  16-6.  The  Steelers  won  their 


first  National  Football  League  championship  in  42  years  of 
trying  by  stopping  Minnesota’s  running  game,  giving  up  a 
total  of  just  21  yards.  , 
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‘Save  the  Peace  Agreement’ 

Church  groups  join  stop-war  effort 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  -  Charging  that 
the  United  States  has  not  lived  up  to  the 
Paris  Peace  Accords,  prominent  United 
Methodists  will  join  in  a  national 
“Assembly  to  Save  the  Peace 
Agreement"  here  this  weekend. 

On  the  second  anniversary  of  the 
Accords  to  end  the  Vietnam  war,  a  wide 
range  of  religious,  civic  and  political 
groups  —  including  several  United 
Methodist  boards  and  agencies  —  will 
convene  to  urge  an  end  to  support  for  a 
war  they  claim  is  still  going  on. 

The  three-day  assembly  Jan.  25-27  will 
include  a  major  convocation  address  by 
Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn  of  the 
denomination’s  Chicago  area  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  church’s  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

It  is  planned  as  “an  attempt  to  raise 
the  issue  before  Congress  and  before  the 
people  that  the  war  is  still  on,”  according 
to  Doug  Hostetter,  of  the  United 
Methodist  office  for  the  UN. 

At  least  a  thousand  persons  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  gather  for  the  event,  which  is 
sponsored  by  the  Coalition  to  Stop 
Funding  the  War  and  the  United  Cam¬ 
paign  for  Peace  in  Indochina. 

United  Methodist  groups  supporting 
the  effort  include  the  Board  of  Church 
ahtd  Society  -  Woritetf  S 'DiviSioh  of  the ; 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  the 
Bishop’s  Call  for  the  Peace  and  Self- 
Development  of  People 


Planned  as  a  highlight  of  the  assembly 
is  a  candlelight  walk  to  the  White  House 
Sunday  evening,  with  participants 
carrying  lists  of  South  Vietnamese 
political  prisoners  and  Americans  they 
deem  to  be  in  need  of  amnesty. 

Also  on  tap  are  strategy-to-end-the-war 
sessions,  meetings  with  Congressmen, 
and  a  combined  Buddhist-Christian- 
Jewish  religious  service  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing. 

Press  conference  held 

In  a  press  conference  here  last 
Thursday  to  discuss  the  assembly, 
Bishop  Washburn  said  that  “the  con¬ 
science  needs  quickening”  not  only  for 
the  United  States  but  for  all  parties  to  the 
two-year  Vietnam  peace  agreement. 

The  Bishop  called  for  a  display  of 
“intentionality  toward  peace  not  war,” 
adding  that  “as  one  of  the  chief 
aggressors,  we  should  be  charged  with  a 
large  share  of  intentionality  toward 
peace.” 

Bishop  Washburn  was  one  of  five 
United  States  churchmen  who  toured 
North  Vietnam  in  November  at  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  the  North  Vietnamese  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Solidarity  with  the  American 
People. 

On  his  return,  he  expressed  “surprise” 
during  His"  "stay  in  Hanoi  &(  the 
devastation  done  by  American  bombs  to 
“seemingly  non-military”  targets  in  the 
city. 


South  Vietnam  refuses 
entry  to  inter-faith  team 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.  —  Five  religious 
leaders,  including  a  United  Methodist 
bishop,  were  denied  visas  last  month 
which  would  have  permitted  them  to 
study  prison  conditions  in  South  Viet¬ 
nam. 

Citing  “safety  problems  which  might 
arise  because  of  increased  levels  of 
fighting,”  the  Embassy  of  Vietnam 
turned  thumbs  down  Dec.  22  on  the 
request  of  the  inter-faith  team,  which 
included  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Ralph  E.  Dodge,  of  Springfield,  Mo. 

Organized  by  an  ad  hoc  committee 
chaired  by  William  P.  Thompson,  stated 
clerk  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  tour  was  scheduled  to  take  place  Feb. 
6-20. 

A  two-fold  purpose  -  studies  of  prison 
conditions  and  of  the  life  and  culture  of 
the  Vietnamese  people  -  was  clearly 
spelled  out  in  visa  applications,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ms.  Alice  Wimer,  of  the 
National  Council  of  Church’s  church 
and  society  division,  who  helped  plan  the 
trip. 

"Conflicting  reports  have  been  coming 
out,  many  of  which  the  Vietnamese 
government  says  are  inaccurate,”  Ms. 
Wimer  told  TM/UMR.  “We  explained 
frankly  that  we  hoped  these  churchmen 
could  go  in  and  see  for  themselves  and 
tell  the  true  story.” 

Bishop  Dodge  said  he  was  disappointed 
that  the  South  Vietnamese  government 
had  refused  visas  for  the  ecumenical 
group.  “We  hoped  not  only  to  see  con¬ 
ditions,  but  also  to  find  out  how  the 
church  could  be  helpful  there,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Michael  McIntyre,  associate 
coordinator  of  United  Methodism’s 
Bishop’s  Call  for  the  Peace  and  Self- 
Development  of  People  and  also  a 
scheduled  participant  in  the  trip,  said  he 
was  frankly  concerned. 

“If  our  five  dignitaries  are  not  safe  in 
Vietnam,”  he  noted,  “what  does  this  say 
about  the  dozens  of  Christian  Service* 
Volunteers  now  in  Vietnam?  Are  they  not 
at  least  as  irriportant?” 

Other  members  of  the  group  included 
Msgr.  Harrold  A.  Murray.  U.  S.  Catholic 
Conference;  Mr.  Bernard  A.  Fischman, 
Synagogue  Council  of  America;  Dr. 
Lucius  B.  Walker,  National  Council  of 
Churches;  and  Dr.  Carey  B.  Joynt, 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Another  United  Methodist  bishop,  Paul 
A.  Washburn,  was  part  of  a  five-man 
te$m  of  U.  S.  churchmen  who  toured 
North  Vietnam  in  November,  at  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  the  North  Vietnamese  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Solidarity  with  the  American 
People. 


On  his  return,  Bishop  Washburn 
reported  that  while  his  group  was  given  a 
good  deal  of  freedom,  it  was  not  per¬ 
mitted  in  the  jails. 

Ms.  Wimer  said  that  previous  church 
groups  have  gone  into  South  Vietnam  but 
without  that  government’s  permission, 
and  without  access  to  prisons.  “We 
wanted  their  full  knowledge  and  per¬ 
mission,”  she  said.  “This  puts  the 
religious  community  in  a  difficult 
position.” 


At  last  Thursday’s  press  conference, 
United  Methodist  Sen.  George 
McGovern,  also  a  participant  in  the 
upcoming  assembly  for  peace,  said  he 
sees  the  assembly  as  an  “important  step 
to  help  guarantee  that  war  will  end  — 
that  we  will  stand  by  our  responsibilities 
under  the  Paris  agreement,  that  we  will 
assist  no  effort  to  subvert  it,  that  there 
will  be  at  last  a  declaration  of  American 
independence  from  an  unworthy  regime 
in  Saigon.”  t 

The  senator  said  that  continued  aid  to 
the  South  Vietnamese  government  is  not 
the  way  toward  peace  but  “the  way  to 
sabotage  the  agreement.” 

He  said  U.S.  policy  currently  is  "en¬ 
couraging  the  Vietnamese  to  seek 
military  settlement,”  noting  that  South 
Vietnam  as  well  as  North  Vietnam  have 
indulged  in  military  offensives  since  the 
peace  agreements  were  signed. 

Mr.  Hostetter,  who  helped  arrange  the 
assembly,  told  TM/  UMR  he  hopes  the 
gathering  will  focus  attention  on  ttye  fact 
that  “the  U.S.  continues  to  pump  money 
(about  $3-billion  last  year)  into  Indochina 
even  though  the  Saigon  government  has 
not  yet  held  free  elections  and  is  still 
holding  some  200,000  political  prisoners.” 

r«  -u  m  I 

Also  present  at^the  pfesy  cbnferjeocef 
and  scheduled  for  the  assembly  was  Ngo 
Cong  Due,  former  publisher  >  and 
legislator  in  Saigon,  who  said  that  any 
party  which  “violates  the  agreement 
doesn’t  have  the  right  to  accusefhe  dUier 
side  of  violations.” 

Among  36  signers  of  a  pastoral  letter 
supporting  the  assembly  were  United 
Methodist  Bishops  James  Armstrong  of 
Aberdeen,  S.D.  and  president  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  James 
K.  Mathews  of  Washington,  D.C. 

Bishop  to  speak 

Bishop  Washburn,  will  be  one  of  three 
guests  on  the  ABC-TV  “Directions” 
program  to  be  aired  Sunday. 

He  will  join  Catholic  Bishop  Andrew 
Grutka  of  Gary,  Ind.,  and  Don  Luce  of 
Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned  in  New  York 
to  discuss  their  recent  trip  to  North 
Vietnam. 
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U.M.  missionary  ousted 
from  Rhodesia 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.  (UMC)  -  Dr.  J. 
Morgan  Johnson,  47,  has  been  given 
thirty  days  to  leave  Rhodesia,  where  he 
has  served  as  a  United  Methodist 
missionary  since  1952. 

Word  of  the  pending  ouster  was 
received  by  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
world  division  here  Jan".  16. 

The  Rev.  Juel  Nordby,  executive 
secretary  for  Rhodesia  in  the  African 
office  of  the  World  Division,  said,  “We 
know  absolutely  nothing  about  what  has 
prompted  this  action.” 

Last  year  charges  were  levied  against 
Dr.  Johnson  by  the  Smith  regime  in 
connection  with  an  unpublished  cartoon 
allegedly  drawn  by  the  missionary, 
dealing  with  treatment  of  blacks  in 
white-ruled  Rhodesia. 

Dr.  Johnson  first  went  to  Rhodesia  as  a 
short-term  missionary  in  1952.  Currently, 
he  directs  a  denominational  teacher- 
training  school  in  Nyadiri,  a  town  85 
miles  from  Salisbury 

Former  TM/UMR  staff 
person  takes  new  job 

NASHVILLE  -  The  Rev.  Judy 
Weidman,  former  associate  editor  of 
TM/  UMR  (1971-74),  has  been  tapped  for 
a  new  position  of  assistant  general 
secretary  for  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  Ms  Weidman 
will  work  at  policy-level  tasks  of  in¬ 
terpretation  and  strategy  for  the  entire 
board,  according  to  Dr.  Tom  Trotter, 
general  secretary  for  the  United 
Methodist  board. 

Ms.  Weidman  is  an  elder  in  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Illinois  Conference  and  previously 
worked  as  a  curriculum  writer  for  the 
church  and  a  newspaper  writer  in 
Kokomo,  Ind.  She  recently  completed  a 


project  for  the  board’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  related  to  legislation 
for  the  1976  General  Conference. 

United  Methodist  heads 
Church  World  Service 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  /V  ,  Iftited 
Methodist  Latin  American  missions 
executive  has  been  nominated  to  head 
Church  World  Service,  the  major  U.S. 
relief  agency  of  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
churches. 

The  Rev.  Paul  McCleary,  44,  is  the 
choice  of  a  committee  named  to  find  a 
replacement  for  James  MacCracken, 
whose  services  were  “terminated”  last 
year  in  a  conflict  with  his  superiors  in  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

Church  World  Service  (CWS)  is  part  of 
the  National  Council’s  Division  of 
Overseas  Ministries. 

The  nominee  is  currently  assistant 
general  secretary  for  Latin  American 
Affairs  of  the  World  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  based  in  New  York. 

Dr.  Paul  Womeldorf  dies 

HUTCHINSON,  Ks.  -  Dr.  Paul  D. 
Womeldorf,  former  executive  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  died  here  Deb.  15. 
He  was  elected  to  that  position  in  1944  and 
served  for  four  quadrennia.  He  also  had 
been  a  pastor,  district  superintendent 
and  executive  secretary  of  his  annual 
conference's  Board  of  Education  prior  to 
taking  the  jurisdictional  job. 

Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Walton  who  served 
as  chairperson  of  the  Jurisdictional 
Council  at  Dr.  Womeldorf’s  retirement  in 
I960,  said  of  him :  “He  pioneered  in  a  new 
field  of  service  in  the  church,  and  has  led 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction1  in  the  task 
of  building  and  carrying  on  a  jurisdic¬ 
tional  program  which  we  have  come  to 
use  wisely  and  to  appreciate  greatly.” 


U.M.  leaders  Korea-bound 

‘Go-see’  tour  hopes  to  heal  breach  in  church 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  —  Two  top  leaders 
of  United  Methodism’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  will  go  to  Korea  in  February  to 
try  to  help  heal  a  breach  in  the  South 
Korean  Methodist  Church  —  a  breach 
which  has  caused  the  Board  to  place  a 
temporary  freeze  on  mission  funding  for 
the  Korean  Church. 

Announcement  of  the  “go-see”  tour 
came  in  the  wake  of  a  move  by  the 
Board’s  World  Division  to  withhold 
funding  from  $142,500  budgeted  for  1975, 
after  a  December  “schism”  in  the 
Korean  Church. 

Dr.  Lois  Miller,  head  of  the  World 
Division,  and  Dr.  Edwin  O.  Fisher, 
executive  secretary  for  Asian  affairs, 
hope  to  meet  with  leaders  of  both  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church  and  the 
dissident  Renewed  Korean  Methodist 
Church,  in  efforts  to  be  a  “reconciling 
influence”  on  the  warring  factions,  Dr. 
Fisher  told  TM/  UMR. 

Details  on  the  split,  which  apparently 
has  resulted  in  the  rival  groups  electing 
separate  bishops,  are  still  incomplete, 
Dr.  Miller  said. 

According  to  her  sources,  some  40  to  50 
delegates  walked  out  of  a  December 
meeting  of  the  Korean  Methodist  General 
Conference.  The  remaining  108  delegates 
elected  the  Rev.  Kim  Chang  Hee  as  the 
new  bishop. 

The  dissidents  organized  the  Renewed 
Korean  Methodist  Church  and  elected  the 
Rev.  Ma  Kyung  II  as  bishop. 

The  “moratorium”  on  monthly  in¬ 
stallments  of  the  mission  funding,  put 
into  effect  early  this  month,  will  continue 
only  until  the  global  ministries  board  can 
determine  what  has  happened,  Dr. 
Fisher  said.  “This  is  not  an  attempt  to  be 
punitive,”  he  said. 

While  U.S.  church  leaders  were 
reluctant  to  analyze  reasons  for  the  split, 
Dr.  Fisher  said  the  dissident  group  may 
be  reflecting  a  concern  among  some 
South  Korean  churchmen  that  “they 
need  to  put  more  life  and  meaning  into 
the  connectional  system  of  the  church.” 

U.S.  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater,  San 
Antonio,  Tx.,  who  attended  the  Korean 
Church’s  general  conference  in  October, 
agrees  that  the  Renewed  Korean  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  appears  to  be  a  reform 
movement.  “It  may  reflect  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  break  the  traditional  party-loyalty 


system  of  the  Korean  Methodist  Church, 
and  return  to  the  central  mission  of  the 
church,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Slater  said  informed  Korean 
churchmen  told  him  in  October  that  a 
split  would  occur  if  Mr.  Kim  were  elected 
bishop. 

He  said  he  does  not  believe  the  breach 
is  being  caused  by  disagreements  over 
the  South  Korean  government,  but  rather 
by  inner-church  political  problems. 

The  recommendation  for  a 
moratorium  on  funds  came  from  the 
incorporated  association  of  United 
Methodist  missionaries  in  the  Asian 
country.  The  association  also  voted  to 
take  a  neutral  stand  on  the  split,  Dr. 
Miller  reported. 


While  the  Methodist  Church  of  Korea, 
one  of  the  two  largest  Protestant 
denominations  in  the  country  with  more 
than  300,000  members,  is  autonomous,  it 
has  historic  ties  to  the  U.S. -based  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Korean  Church  receives  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  an  annual 
grant,  payable  in  12  installments,  to  help 
finance  programs  and  institutions. 

In  addition  to  the  $142,500  lump  grant 
and  missionary  salaries,  the  board  also 
has  a  $44,000  fund  to  finance  special 
Korean  projects.  The  latter  is  not  af¬ 
fected  by  the  freeze.  Nor  are  the  salaries 
of  30  United  Methodist  missionaries  in 
South  Korea,  Dr.  Miller  said. 


says 


‘sexism’ 


Report 
hurts  clergy  couples 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

WAYLAND,  Iowa  —  “Sexism”  — 
domination  and/or  exploitation  of  women 
because  they’re  women  —  appears  to  be 
the  largest  single  obstacle  for  ordained 
ministerial  couples  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  to  overcome. 

That  is  one  of  several  major  findings 
recently  presented  in  a  first-of-its-kind 
research  report  compiled  by  a  United 
Methodist  couple  serving  as  co-pastors 
here.  The  report  —  based  on  question¬ 
naires  completed  by  30  of  the 
denomination’s  49  couples  in  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry  —  is  the  first  formal 
survey  of  United  Methodism’s  “couples 
ministries,”  a  topic  of  ever-increasing 
discussion  within  the  denomination. 

The  report  was  researched  and  written 
by  the  Revs.  Nancy  and  Arthur  Allen  and 
was  begun  while  the  couple  was  at¬ 
tending  Duke  University  School  of 
Theology. 

The  problem  of  sexism  in  the  church, 
the  report  concludes,  “seems  to  persist 
as  a  problem  for  women  clergy  and, 
therefore,  for  couples  in  the  ministry.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  state  at  the 
beginning  of  the  report  that  they  do  not 
claim  that  their  research  is  such  that 


Pair  volunteers  medical 
aid  to  hospital  in  India 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DENVER,  Colo.  —  When  a  busy  young 
doctor  closes  up  shop  for  the  month  of 
December,  one  can  assume  he  is  either 
sluing  in  Switzerland  or  sunning  fin  the 
Bahamas.  Right? 

Wrong.  When  United  Methodist 
gynecologist  Sam  Downing  and  his  wife, 
Pattie,  took  off  last  month,  theirs  was 
strictly  a  “busman’s  holiday”:  fiv^n 
weeks  of  volunteer  medical  service  in 
far-off  India. 

The  Downings’  journey  led  them  to 
Nekursini  Christian  Hospital,  100  miles 
southeast  of  Calcutta,  where  Dr.  Sam 
taught  and  assisted  in  surgery  and  Pattie 
served  “wherever  they  needed  me.” 

Nor  will  their  service  end  now  that 
they’re  back  in  Denver.  Christ  UMC 
here,  where  the  Downings  are  active 
members,  has  allocated  $1200  this  year 
for  an  Indian  project  that  Pattie  and  Sam 
recommend. 

Hopefully,  Pattie  says,  the  money  will 
help  support  Lee  Memorial  Girls’  School 
in  Calcutta,  where  147  girls  are  housed 
and  another  700  attend  school. 

The  Downings  volunteered  their  ser¬ 
vices  on  the  recommendation  of  friends, 
medical  missionaries  who  helped  found 
Nekursini  Hospital.  “Our  friends  go  back 
every  few  years  to  check  on  things  and 
help  out,”  Pattie  told  TM/  UMR.  “They 
asked  us  to  go  along  this  year  so  that 
Sam  could  teach  gynecological  services 
to  the  Indian  doctors  and  also  help  with 
surgery  and  the  clinic.” 

While  Sam  was  busy,  Pattie  had  her 
own  work  cut  out.  One  major  job  was 

Top  GCOM  staff 
position  filled 

DAYTON  (UMC)  -  The  Rev.  Norman 
E.  Dewire,  38,  of  Montclair,  N.J.,  is  being 
nominated  to  a  major  staff  post  in  the 
United'  Methodist  Church  —  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM),  according  to  an 
announcement  by  the  GCOM 
Administrative  Committee. 

Mr.  Dewire,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  now  serving  as  executive 
director  of  the  interchurch  Joint  Strategy 
and  Action  Committee  (JSAC)  in  New 
York,  is  to  be  nominated,  subject  to 
election  at  GCOM  meeting  in  March  said 
Dr.  John  T.  King  of  Austin,  Tex., 
president  of  the  Council. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
with  offices  in  Dayton,  was  formed  by 
United  Methodism’s  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference  as  part  of  a  reorganization  of  the 
denomination’s  national  structure.  The 
GCOM  was  given  a  key  role  in  program 
coordination,  planning,  research  and 
program  evaluation.  It  comprises  120 
members  representing  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  73  annual  conferences  and  its 
national  boards  and  agencies.  There  is 
a  professional  staff  of  six  and  an  annual 
budget  of  $670,000. 

After  election,  Mr.  Dewire  would 
become  general  secretary  July  1,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Dr.  Paul  V.  Church,  Dayton,  who 
has  held  the  post  since  1972.  Dr.  Church 
will  continue  on  the  GCOM  staff  as  a 
consultant  until  he  retires  July  1,  1976. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Downing 
sorting  and  compiling  several  train 
carloads  of  supplies  and  medicines  which 
an  overworked  hospital  staff  had  not  had 
time  to  organize. 

As  things  turned  out,  Sam  did  not  have 
to  parcel  out  his  patients  while  he  was 
away,  thanks  to  a  new  young  doctor  who 
was  able  to  step  in. 

“But  even  so,  we  would  have  gone,” 
Pattie  says.  “It  was  a  fantastic  ex¬ 
perience.” 

The  Downings  hope  to  go  again.  But 
next  time,  they  plan  to  take  their 
children.  And  before  the  next  trip,  they 
want  to  learn  Swengali. 

At  church  services  every  Sunday,  when 
the  people  prayed  together,  “I  had  to 
assume  they  were  saying  the  Lord’s 
Prayer,”  Pattie  laughed.  "Anyway, 
that’s  what  I  prayed.” 


"rigid  conclusions”  can  be  drawn  from 
it,  but  rather  a  study  of  how  husband-wife 
ministerial  teams  view  themselves  and 
interpret  the  reactions  of  other  persons  to 
them. 

One  interesting  Finding  regarding  those 
"reactions”  was  that  in  the  area  of 
perceived  “sexism,”  the  vast  majority  of 
those  filling  out  the  questionnaire  said 
they  feel  much  more  acceptance  from 
laypersons  in  their  churches  than  from 
other  members  of  the  clergy  and  other 
church  professionals. 

Also  nearly  unanimous  was  the  feeling 
that  acceptance  of  the  couple  ministry 
grows  as  time  passes  with  a 
congregation.  Many  couples  in  ministry 
expressed  varying  degrees  of  “non- 
support”  from  laypersons  initially,  but 
nearly  all  felt  high  degrees  of  acceptance 
as  their  ministry  progressed. 

Other  findings  uncovered  by  the  report 
included  the  following: 

—  The  greatest  number  of  clergy 
couples  are  serving  churches  in  towns  of 
more  than  50,000  population. 

—  The  majority  of  couples  now  serving 
are  between  the  ages  of  25  and  35. 

—  In  terms  of  salary  arrangements, 
ten  of  the  couples  are  receiving  half- 
salary  each,  nine  are  receiving  full 
salary  each,  and  the  remainder  are  being 
paid  under  diverse  salary  arrangements. 

—  Of  the  couples  filling  out  the 
questionnaires,  52  percent  said  only  one 
member  of  the  couple  was  receiving 
annuity  credit  for  pensions. 

—  Of  those  interviewed,  42  percent 
have  children. 

—  The  greatest  disadvantage  listed  by 
the  couples  was  the  limited  number  of 
possibilities  open  under  the  appointment 
system. 

The  Allens  said  they  decided  to  do  the 
research  paper  as  much  for  their  own 
curiosity  as  anything. 

“Couples  in  ministry  tend  to  be 
isolated,”  Mrs.  Allen  said.  “We  are 
spread  out  all  over  the  country  in  such  a 
way  that  some  couples  may  never  have 
met  another  couple  in  the  ministry.  We 
wanted  to  Find  out  how  many  other 
couples  are  in  the  United  Methodist 
ministry  and  what  sorts  of  things  we 
have  in  common.” 

The  Allens  believe  the  couples 
ministries  may  be  the  thing  of  the  future 
and  point  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
presently  15  more  couples  in  United 
Methodist  seminaries  preparing  for 
couples  ministries. 

"Some  church  leaders  have  tried  to 
ignore  the  emergence  of  clergy  couples, 
perhaps  hoping  this  was  a  fad  soon  to 
pass,”  the  Allens  say  at  the  end  of  their 
report.  “It  will  not.  The  problems  and 
potentials  of  ordained  couples  are  here  to 
stay.” 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word.  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Casta  must  accompany  order  except  an 
contract  adverting  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  St.73 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  SI. 00  per  Insertion 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive, 
quality,  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated. 

AROUND  THE  WORLD  TOUR:  Visit  Hawaii. 

tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour. 

Japan.  Taiwan.  Hon*  Kan*.  Thailand.  Nepal. 
India.  HOLY  LAND.  Athens.  Vienna. 

P.O.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  33602. 

Budapest.  Optional  return  via  Afghanistan. 
Russia.  Sightseeing;  conference  with  heads  of 
state,  missionaries,  ambassadors,  editors.  5 
fascinating  weeks.  26th  annual  WORLD  TOUR 
departs  July  8.  Write  for  free  brochure.  Mrs. 
George  Fallon.  1021  Arlena  Dr..  Arlington. 
Texas  76012. 

OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY?  Retire  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor. 

FOR  A  MOST  REASONABLE  FEE  your 

Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  (406) -375-51 26. 

church  can  sponsor  Jan  Spang,  the  leading 
American  research  scholar  among  organists. 

In  an  exciting  and  meaningful  bl-centennla) 
recital.  For  full  details,  please  write:  Mr. 

Spong  at  606  Ridge  Road.  Apt  103.  Decorah, 

Iowa  52101. 

ENTERTAINING  METHODISTS  from 
Florida  to  California.  The  new  book  of  100 
humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members, 

"A  Methodist  Is  .  .  ."  Still  only  *1.50  from 

Cokes  bury. 

FOR  SALE:  317  blonde  finish  theater  church 
seats  Immediately  available.  Contact  (713)- 
836-6181  In  Brenham.  Texas. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Business  ad¬ 
ministrator  for  2500-member  church  In  mid- 
western  city  of  130,000.  Send  qualifications  and 
references:  Position.  TM-UMR,  Box  1076. 

These  are  hill  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents,  in  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  All. 
OCCASIONS.  Only  $150  postpaid.  Elizabeth’s 

Gift  Home.  P.  O.  Box  25351.  Houston.  Texas 

77005. 

available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist  I 

Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708.  ij 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

SCANDINAVIA  AND  CENTRAL  EUROPE:  l 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux.  experienced  escorts,  j 

Invite  you  to  Join  them.  3  weeks  In  July  1975. 
Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux,  6347 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Ptwne  (117)  MIS-9203  Keene.  Texas  76054 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

of  humor  prompts  first  hymn 


PAGE  4 

Sense 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

;  STOCKTON,  Ca.  -  Ask  United 
.  Methodist  nonagenarian  Elisabeth 
Burrowes  how  she  happened  to  write  her 
first  hymn.  She’ll  tell  you  it  was  all 
.  because  of  a  “stuffy”  advertisement  she 
:  couldn’t  resist  poking  a  little  fun  at. 

“God  of  the  Ages,  by  Whose  Hand,” 
;  which  now  appears  in  both  the  United 
:  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  hymnals. 


happened  by  accident,  according  to  its 
author,  who  celebrated  her  90th  birthday 
last  week  at  a  retirement  home  here. 

“It  had  never  occurred  to  me  to  write  a 
hymn,”  Mrs.  Burrowes  admits. 

But  when  she  saw  an  ad  by  the  Hymn 
Society  of  America  asking  for  words  for  a 
hymn  about  changing  social  customs  and 
rapid  shifts  in  population,  she  thought, 
“How  stuffy  can  they  be?  Is  this  what 
they  want?” 


Just  for  fun,  she  says,  she  sent  the 
Society  “a  saucy  letter  and  a  little  verse  I 
wrote.”  A  response  from  president  Dean 
Edwards  said,  “We’ve  had  a  good  laugh 
over  your  poem  in  committee  —  now 
please  write  us  a  hymn.” 

The  result  is  hymn  number  206  in  the 
Methodist  Hymnal. 

Since  that  hymn  was  accepted,  Mrs. 
Burrowes  has  also  written  a  hymn  for  the 
100th  anniversary  celebration  of  Pacific 
School  of  Religion  and  one  for  the  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  Berkeley  church  she 
previously  attended. 

“I’ve  scribbled  all  my  life,”  she  says. 
Her  work  includes  two  published 


children’s  books  —  “Little  Thunder”  and 
“Good  Night”  —  as  well  as  a  “Poems  for 
Christmas”  book. 

But  the  "scribbling”  which  paid  off  in  a 
United  Methodist  hymn  is  the  poem 
Elisabeth  Burrowes  first  sent  to  the 
Hymn  Society : 

What  Is  A  Hymn? 

They  want  a  hymn,  to  compass 
The  state  the  world  is  in: 

Inter-necine  rumpus 
and  comunistic  sin. 

This  startled,  challenged  planet, 
A’flirting  with  the  moon,  — 

Theology,  how  can  it 
Make  proper  answer  soon? 


Missions,  and  public  service,  — 

And  rapid  social  shifts? 

Come,  sing,  since  you  are  nervous, 
About  atomic  drifts. 

A  hymn  is  not  instruction 
Nor  is  it  argument. 

A  hymn  is  not  a  sermon, 

Didactic  in  intent. 

A  hymn,  —  page  Noah  Webster,  — 

Is  praise  and  adoration. 

So  let  us  hymn  the  Giver 
of  all  this  vast  creation, 

And  when  our  thoughts  must  onward, 
Exploring  starry  ways 
Sing  not  of  man’s  dilemmas, 

Sing  prayer,  and  faith,  and  praise. 
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Elisabeth  Burrowes 
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Christian -Jewish  relations 

U.M.  leader  says  new 


International 
Women’s  Year 
1975 

PHOTO  COURTESY  UNITED  METHODIST  MISSIONS 


U.M.  women  gear:  into 
year’s  observances 


By  SHEILA  ALLEE 
Staff  Writer 


document 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  Vatican’s 
new  guidelines  on  Jewish-Christian 
relations  can  also  be  “very  useful  for 
United  Methodist  Christians  who  wish  to 
understand  the  developing  relationship 
with  Judaism,"  United  Methodism’s 
chief  ecumenical  officer  suggested  here. 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Huston  praised  the 
guidelines,  released  recently,  as  a  means 
of  opening  the  door  to  deeper  and  more 
meaningful  conversations  between  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews.  He  said  he  “resonated” 
with  Jewish  criticism  that  the  guidelines 
did  not  specifically  deal  with  the  State  of 
Israel  and  its  meaning  for  Jews. 

Dr.  Huston,  who  is  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  Division  of  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  said  the  Vatican 
document  was  “very  similar  in  its  basic 
intent”  to  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
1972  General  Conference  statement  on 
Jewish-Christian  relations.  The 
Methodist  statement  also  does  not  ex¬ 
plicitly  deal  with  the  state  of  Israel. 

“While  the  new  Vatican  document 
makes  no  direct  reference  to  Israel  as  a 
state,”  Dr.  Huston  said,  “it  does  urge 
study  of  the  history  of  Judaism  and 
condemns  anti-Semitism.  It  urges 
dialogue  as  a  means  of  probing  ‘the 
riches  of  one’s  own  tradition’  and  in¬ 
creasing  respect  for  other  faiths.  It 
presses  for  Jews  and  Christians  to  work 
willingly  together,  seeking  social  justice 
and  peace  at  every  level.” 

Noting  that  Israel  has  an  important 
role  in  Jewish  religious  sensibilities.  Dr. 
Huston  said  the  new  guidelines  might 
make  possible  the  kind  of  dialogue  in 
which  questions  could  be  discussed.  He 
added,  “It  is  crucially  important  for  me 
as  a  person  and  for  all  United  Methodist 
Christians  to  much  more  deeply  come  to 
grip  with  what  Judaism  really  is.” 

One  Jewish  leader  had  criticized  the 
new  guidelines  for  having  a  “con¬ 
versionary  intention"  towards  Judaism 
which  allegedly  assumes  “Judaism  is 
inadequate,”  or  that  Jews  have  a 
“religious  ‘second  class’  status  in  the 
family  of  faith  communities.” 

“True  dialogue,”  commented  Dr. 
Huston,  “doesn’t  take  place  unless  there 
are  people  with  somewhat  opposing 
points  of  view,  expressed  with  conviction 
and  persuasiveness.  In  the  1972  General 
Conference  statement,  we  say  we  do  not 


‘useful’ 

have  to  put  Christological  integrity 
behind  the  door  when  we  enter  dialogue 
with  the  Jews. 

“But  that  is  something  totally  different 
than  having  as  our  primary  motivation  to 
convert,  to  think  the  Jew  is  unfulfilled  in 
his  relationship  to  God  unless  he  becomes 
a  Christian.  Conversion  as  a  change  from 
one  religious  group  or  spiritual  family  to 
another  is  a  mutual  possibility  in  any 
serious  dialogue. 

“What  is  possible,  however,  is 
something  far  more  valid  and  desirable: 
the  reorientation  of  one’s  total  existence 
in  the  sight  of  God.  From  my  theological 
perspective,  conversion  is  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  not  what  I  do,”  Dr.  Huston 
concluded. 


‘Who  giveth 
this  woman?’ 
—  no  one! 

CARDIFF,  Wales  (RNS)  - 
Women’s  Lib  gained  a  notable 
ecclesiastical  victory  in  Wales 
when  a  new  form  of  wedding 
service  which  does  not  provide  for 
a  bride  to  be  given  away  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  Church  in  Wales 
(Anglican.) 

In  the  new  service,  the  bride  no 
longer  will  vow  to  obey  her 
husband,  and  there  is  provision  for 
the  bride  and  groom  to  exchange 
rings  “in  token  of  love  and  faith¬ 
fulness.” 

In  brief,  the  new  service  is 
designed  to  abolish  the  idea  that 
women  are  subservient  to  their 
husbands  and  the  chattels  of  their 
families  and  emphasizes  the 
partnership  of  men  and  women  in 
marriage. 

:  The  changes  were  recommended 
by  the  Welsh  Liturgical  Com¬ 
mission,  whose  chairman,  Arch¬ 
deacon  Alan  Davies,  said  that  the 
revised  service  is  “more  in  line 
with  modern  thinking  and  the  idea 
of  marriage  being  equal  part¬ 
nership  between  husband  and  wife. 
We  believe  that  we  must  get  rid  of 
the  idea  that  women  are  sub¬ 
servient.” 


The  rapidly  changing  role  of  women  in 
today ’s  world  has  come  to  the  forefront  of 
United  Nations  emphasis  this  year.  1975 
has  been  proclaimed  by  the  U.  N.  as 
International  Women’s  Year  (IWY). 

And  the  United  Methodist  Church 
already  is  playing  a  role  in  the  year’s 
events. 

The  Women's  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  encouraging 
Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger  to 
appoint  a  majority  of  women  to  the 
United  States  Delegation  to  the  IWY 
conference  in  Mexico  City. 

The  IWY  themes  of  equality, 
development  and  peace  will  be  em¬ 
phasized  at  the  gathering  set  for  June  23- 
July  4. 

The  first  conference  of  its  kind,  men 
and  women  will  attend  and  seek  a  “World 
Plan  of  Action”  to  improve  the  status  of 
women. 

Ellen  Kirby,  staff  person  in  the 
Women’s  Division  who  is  working  with 
the  UN  Women’s  Year  Office,  said 
conference  coordinators  of  supportive 
community  for  United  Methodist  Women 
(UMW)  soon  will  be  receiving  mailouts 
telling  them  how  they  can  help  promote 
the  themes  of  the  year. 

The  mailout  includes  promotional 
ideas  for  local  church  workers. 

\.,The  women’s  division  is  encouraging 
the  UMW  to  take  special  offerings  for 
women  and  rural  development.  The 
supplementary  giving  will  be  used  to 


mobilize  the  appropriate  technology  to 
help  the  long-overlooked  peasant  woman. 
The  UMW  mailout  describes  the  goal  of 
the  program  as  helping  the  peasant 
woman  “ease  the  burdens  of  her  tasks, 
become  more  self-reliant,  and  achieve 
greater  dignity  and  equitable  status.” 

Monies  from  the  donations  will  be  used 
for  projects  in  the  U.S.  and  overseas  in 
such  fields  as  nutrition,  child  care, 
health,  agriculture  and  resource  man¬ 
agement  . 

Ms.  Kirby  said  the  women’s  division 
also  is  re-emphasizing  its  support  of  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment,  which  she 
said,  “expresses  the  goals  of  Inter¬ 
national  Women’s  Year.” 

United  Methodist  women  throughout 
the  U.S.  are  expected  to  respond  to  IWY 
with  various  activities  and  campaigns. 

Two  examples  of  planned  events 
include: 

Member  groups  of  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women  in  the 
New  York  area  will  gather  at  the  United 
Nations  Church  Center  for  monthly 
seminars.  Topics  will  include  current 
issues  as  they  relate  to  the  changing  role 
of  women. 

In  Dallas,  the  annual  Leadership 
Education  Day  sponsored  by  Church 
Women  United,  will  be  devoted  to  the 
theme  “Risk  Being  Woman.”  The  Jan.  31 
gathering,  which  is  expected  to  draw 
about  300  persons,  will  have  as  keynote 
speaker  Elspeth  Rostow,  educator  and 
writer.  Ms.  Rostow  is  acting  dean  of  the 
Division  of  General  and  Comparative 
Studies  at  the  University  of  Texas  at 
Austin. 


THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  DEBT 


Are  we  giving  away  too  much? 

Or  are  we  giving  away  too  little? 

These  questions  make  us  ponder  the  fact  that  we 
wouldn’t  have  much  to  give,  or  not  to  give,  if  we  had  not 
received  from  others. 

As  the  world's  most  technologically  advanced  nation, 
we  are  also  its  greatest  gatherer  and  disposer  of  other 
people’s  wares.  Raw  materials  from  all  over  the  world 
have  been  grist  for  our  mills,  and  we  have  often  paid  little 
for  the  precious  non-renewable  resources  of  other  na¬ 
tions.  And  while  we  have  prospered,  many  people  in 
those  nations  have  remained  in  abject  poverty,  poorly 
housed  and  ill  fed. 

Now,  as  never  before,  they  need  our  help.  Not  only  in 
food,  technical  assistance  and  money,  but  also  in  un¬ 
derstanding  and  hope  for  the  future.  Compared  with  what 
we've  received  from  them,  that’s  not  asking  too  much  of 
us. 

If  you  don’t  know  what  you  can  do,  here  are  some  sug¬ 
gestions: 

•  Talk  to  your  pastor  about  the  Why  Global  materials 
sent  to  him  which  aim  to  sensitize  people  to  worldwide 
concerns  and  needs. 

•  Find  out  how  you  can  participate  in  the  program. 

•  Fill  in  the  coupon  below  to  obtain  a  Why  Global  Packet. 
Detach  and  mail  to: 


Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45237 

Please  send  a  Why  Global  Packet  to: 
Name 


Address 


Zip 

umr 


BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Readers  disagree 

‘Don’t  force  kids  to 


church’  pleads  writer 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  -  A  Protestant 
scholar  lias  urged  parents  not  to  “force” 
their  children  to  attend  church  services, 
but  readers  of  two  national  magazines  — 
one  Catholic,  the  other  Protestant  —  who 
responded  to  his  advice  tend  to  believe 
otherwise. 

Forty-two  per  cent  of  the  reader 
response  to  “U.S.  Catholic,”  published 
here,  agreed  with  Dr.  Martin  Marty, 
professor  of  modern  American  church 
history  at  the  University  of  Chicago, 
while  only  12  per  cent  of  the  response 
sample  to  “A.  D.”  magazine,  a  United 
Presbyterian-United  Church  of  Christ 
publication  in  New  York,  held  his  view. 

Dr.  Marty  wrote  an  article  for  the 
January  issues  of  both  publications 
entitled  “Don’t  Force  Your  Kids  to  Go  to 
Church.”  In  the  same  article,  he  warned 
parents  against  just  “sending”  children 
to  church  without  going  along,  stating 
that  such  a  pattern  “born  in 
Protestantism  but  spreading  to 
Catholicism”  will  help  assure  a 
“generation  of  church  drop-outs.” 

Dr.  Marty’s  article  was  sent  in  ad¬ 
vance  to  samplings  of  readers  of  both 
magazines.  Comparative  comments  and 
statistics  from  both  groups  accompany 
the  article  in  both  publications.  Dr. 
Marty  is  a  Missouri  Synod-Lutheran 
Church  clergyman,  theologian  and  well- 
known  author. 

Stating  that  the  mandate  given  to 
parents  to  bring  up  their  children  in  the 
faith  is  not  the  same  thing  as  forcing 
them  to  go  to  church.  Dr.  Marty  said  “we 


have  evidence  that  .  .  .  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  ex-wrigglers  in  the  pew  .  .  . 
have  now  wriggled  themselves  free  from 
even  the  best  signals  that  the  church 
might  emit.” 

“The  other  reason  for  not  forcing,”  he 
pointed  out,  “has  to  do  with  the  fact  that 
it  is  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  way  God 
intrudes  in  our  lives,  the  way  Christ 
comes,  the  way  the  Spirit  works.” 

In  lieu  of  forcing,  Dr.  Marty  suggested 
that  parents  develop  positive  attitudes 
toward  church-going  and  build  pleasant 
associations  that  go  with  worship. 
“Letting  children  experience  adult 
models  whom  they  might  admire,  adults 
for  whom  church-going  is  a  fulfilling 
event,  is  a  great  help.” 

The  response  to  Dr.  Marty’s  article 
revealed  that  more  readers  of  both 
magazines  disagreed  with  the  author’s 
proposal.  Nearly  half,  49  per  cent  of  “U. 
S.  Catholic”  respondents  and  36  per  cent 
of  "A.  D.”  reader  replies  disagreed. 
While  42  per  cent  of  Catholics  agreed 
with  his  view,  only  12  per  cent  of 
Protestants  agreed.  Most  Protestants  (52 
per  cent)  had  an  “other  alternative. 

And  64  per  cent  of  the  “U.  S.  Catholic” 
respondents  and  57  per  cent  of  “A.  D.” 
respondents  said  “It  never  hurt  me  to  be 
forced  to  attend  church  as  a  child.”  Only 
39  per  cent  of  Catholics  agreed  that 
children  can  learn  to  live  as  Christians 
without  regular  church  attendance  (and 
46  per  <?ent  disagreed),  but  45  per  cent  of 
the  Protestants  agreed  and  43  per  cent 
disagreed. 


Bishop  talks  about  church 


life  in  East  Germany 


By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
TM/  UMR  Contributing  Editor 

“There  was  a  time  when  the  church 
seemed  to  be  more  than  it  was.  Now  the 
church  is  more  than  it  seems  to  be.” 

In  these  two  terse  sentences,  Bishop 
Armin  Haertel,  of  Dresden,  a  Methodist 
bishop  who  lives  and  works  in  a  Socialist 
state,  summed  up  the  changes  in  his 
church  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  (East  Germany).  He  has  300 
organized  congregations  on  150  circuits 
with  101  ministers  and  19,000  members. 

“Our  people  are  better  off  in  some 
sections  than  in  others,”  he  said,  “but 
they  are  learning  to  help  each  other. 
They  are  rich  in  faith  -  faith  in  God  and  in 
man.  Christians  in  different  social 
systems  are  commissioned  by  the  Gospel 
itself  to  place  one  another  at  liberty  for 
constructive  cooperation  in  their  social 
structures,  and  so  to  serve  their  Lord.” 

When  he  was  asked  what  the  church 
had  gained  or  lost  by  the  economic  and 
political  tensions  of  recent  years,  the 
bishop  explained  that  there  had  been 
hardships,  but  there  is  now  no  inflation 
(the  mark  is  pegged  to  the  ruble),  no 
unemployment  and  no  strikes.  “We  are 
short  of  workers  as  we  develop  an  in¬ 
dustrialized  society.” 

“The  church  has  a  large  place  in  that 
society,”  he  continued.  “It  says  ‘yes’  to 
the  social  order  by  placing  itself  on  the 
basis  of  the  socialist  constitution.  It 
supports  all  endeavors  for  social  justice, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  conditions  of 
living  and  for  lasting  peace.  It  is  con¬ 
sciously  the  church  in  a  socialist  state. 

‘The  common  purpose  of  both  church 
and  state  is  the  welfare  of  mankind.  We 
are  obedient  to  the  Gospel;  we  are 
committed  to  announcing  this  Gospel  in  a 
society  shaped  by  socialism.  This  makes 
self-determined  structures  indispensible. 
The  church  serves  in  different  ways  in 
the  two  German  states  with  two  different 
systems.” 

Free  to  preach? 

This  prompted  the  question:  “Are  you 
free  to  preach?” 

“Of  course,  but  we  preach  only  in 
church  halls  and  meeting  places  -  not  in 
the  streets.” 

“Do  you  have  church  buildings  for  all 
the  congregations?”  (This  was  asked 
with  memories  of  many  churches  that 
had  been  gutted  by  the  bombs.) 

Bishop  Haertel  responded:  “At  least  a 
third  of  all  our  churches  and  parish 
centers  have  come  within  the  last  25 
years.  Some  have  been  reconstructed  to 
make  usable  buildings  that  were  par¬ 
tially  destroyed.  Congregations  have 
moved  out  of  rented  halls  and  wooden 
barracks  into  the  new  structures.  There 
are  now  modern  units  in  all  our 
preaching  places.” 

The  bishop  mentioned  two  old  churches 
that  had  been  restored  with  government 
grants.  One  is  historic  old  St.  Giles  in 
Erfurt,  the  largest  “gate  church”  in 


Germany,  with  a  street  passing  through 
it.  Another  is  St.  Michael  in  Rostock, 
which  was  built  in  the  15th  century.  Later 
it  served  as  a  storage  place  for  wool  used 
by  the  weavers’  guild,  and  after  that,  a 
shed  for  tools  and  vehicles  of  the  street 
sweepers.  The  government  was  espe¬ 
cially  helpful  for  its  restoration  for  the 
use  of  the  Evangelicals,  now  united  with 
the  Methodists. 

Church  majors  in  social  service 

“What  kind  of  social  institutions  are 
possible  within  the  German  Democratic 
Republic?” 

“Our  church  continues  to  major  in 
social  service.  (We  like  to  think  that  we 
are  good  followers  of  John  Wesley.)  We 
have  four  homes  for  the  aged  and  five 
holiday  houses  where  people  may  go  for 
rest  and  recreation.  There  are  three 
deaconess  centers  -  Bethanien,  Bethesda 
and  Martha-Maria,  with  hospitals  in 
Karl-Marx-Stadt,  Leipsig  and  Plawen. 
There  is  a  children’s  hospital  in 
Halle/  Saale.  The  largest  social 
premises  are  at  Schwarzenhof,  in 
Thuringia,  where  the  hamlet  consists  of  a 
house  for  the  aged,  a  holiday  house  and  a 
Bible  training  house.” 

The  bishop  pointed  out  that  there  is 
close  cooperation  with  social  institutions 
of  other  churches.  “The  time  is  gone 
when  everybody  cooks  his  own  soup,  as 
the  saying  goes.  The  Methodists  belong  to 
the  large  family  of  social  institutions  of 
the  home  mission  and  relief  work  of  the 
Protestant  churches.” 

“How  do  you  understand  the  social 
challenge  of  the  church?” 

“Let  me  quote  Rev.  Gerhard  Solbrig, 
Head  of  our  deaconess  work,  who  ex¬ 
presses  my  ideas :  ‘Social  work  is  neither 
a  subject  in  which  the  fashion  differs  at 
different  ages,  nor  a  hobby  of  pious 
specialists.  It  is  a  charge  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  church  of  all  times.  Only  a  church 
connecting  the  word  of  God’s  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  active  love  preaches  God’s 
Christ  in  the  right  way  and  remains 
trustworthy  as  the  ages  change’.  God 
waits  for  man!” 

Trends  in  theology 

There  had  to  be  a  question  about 
theology:  “What  are  the  trends?” 

Bishop  Haertel  is  a  graduate  of  Frank¬ 
furt  on  Main,  and  he  heartily  supports  the 
new  seminary  at  Bad  Klosternitz.  “Most 
of  the  better  known  theologians  are  in 
Western  Germany,”  he  said.  “Among 
those  we  read  and  follow  is  Dietrich 
Bonhoffer.  Juergen  Moltmann  is  alpo 
influential,  and  there  is  the  Roman 
Catholic,  Father  Kueng,  who  has  done  so 
much  on  the  doctrine  of  the  church.  Since 
1952,  the  churches  in  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  have  had  their  own 
theological  college  where  we  are  happier^ 
than  in  some  of  the  larger  schools. 

“We  derive  much  strength  from  our 
contacts  with  the  American  churches  and 
hope  these  relationships  may  grow  over 
the  years.” 
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bishop’s  Message 


Ashram  drew  large  crowd,  enthusiasm 


In  this  year  of  membership  recruitment,  some  are  writing  to  state  their  views 
on  how  membership  should  be  counted.  Nearly  all  who  wish  for  some  revision 
reflected  the  mind-set  of  the  civic  club  group  which  reports  as  members  only 
those  who  attended  the  last  three  luncheon  meetings.  Often  they  speak  of  an 
“audit  of  the  local  membership.”  Sometimes  they  talk  about  starting  over  with 
a  fresh  new  membership  roll  every  year.  Others.speak  of  “recommitment  to 
membership”  at  intervals.  One  man  recently  recommended  that  arbitrarily 
one-third  of  all  the  rolls  should  go  unreported  “because  these  people  simply 
aren’t  there.” 

These  viewpoints  may  fail  to  recognize  two  very  important  factors  con¬ 
cerning  membership  in  the  church.  The  first  is  the  mobility  of  American 
society.  Many  of  our  people  do  not  live  in  communities  any  more,  nor  are  they 
resident  in  any  one  place.  They  travel.  Their  jobs  require  them  to  travel;  their 
recreational  life  involves  travel,  their  interests  and  family  commitments  are 
literally  scattered  over  the  globe.  Today  the  mobility  of  society  is  an  enormous 
phenomenon  involving  a  heavy  percentage  of  the  population.  Several  million 
United  Methodists  are  not  in  their  hometowns  on  Sunday  morning.  They  are 
someplace  else,  and  the  following  Sunday  they  will  be  elsewhere.  Many  of  these 
very  fine  traveling  people  consider  themselves  loyal  Christians,  and  attend 
churches  as  they  are  able  in  the  community  in  which  they  find  themselves.  In 
these  days  of  high  mobility  it  is  quite  normal  for  about  30%  of  any  membership 
to  be  regularly  on  the  move,  and  therefore  non-resident.  With  the  exercise  of  a 
little  common  sense  planning,  there  could  be  established  a  relationship  and 
lines  of  communication  with  many  of  these.  It  isn’t  necessary  to  kick  a  person 
out  simply  because  he  moves  around  a  lot.  (Find  that  person  and  relate  to  him 
in  some  meaningful  way  as  a  church!)  I  know  of  one  individual  whose  work 
schedule  is  such  as  that  he  is  in  New  Orleans  only  about  four  Sundays  in  the 
year,  and  he  might  not  be  able  to  attend  on  all  of  those  four  Sundays.  He  often 
attends  services  in  Brussels,  Belgium,  but  he  and  some  others  probably 
would  be  eliminated  from  membership  if  the  so-called  “honest  approach  to 
active  membership”  is  ever  employed.  These  people,  though  travelers,  are 
entitled  to  belong.  They  took  a  vow  at  an  altar,  and  that  covenant  is  between 
themselves  and  God.  We  have  no  right  to  set  up  arbitrary  procedures  that  later 
push  them  out  of  the  church.  (Is  the  church  only  for  those  non-transients  who 
are  around  all  the  time?)  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  church  members  are  in  the 
military  and  moving  about;  and  many  more  members  are  in  rest  homes.  One 
small  congregation  in  our  Annual  Conference  enumerates  almost  20%  of  its 
membership  in  rest  homes!  These  people  can’t  come  to  church.  They  can’t  be 
active.  In  a  sense,  they  are  gone,  but  they  are  real  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  should  be  counted.  Both  the  mobility  of  society  and  the 
dislocation  of  large  segments  of  it  should  not  be  a  bar  to  continued  membership. 

The  second  factor  is  the  sanctity  and  permanence  of  the  membership 
covenant.  Persons  join  after  confirmation  classes  and  proper  instruction,  and 
their  vows  are  for  life.  We  ought  not  to  be  quick  in  tampering  with  that.  Many  a 
person  has  come  upon  experiences  in  later  life  which  have  caused  him  quietly  to 
renew  earlier  vows,  but  he  was  not  officially  detached  in  the  interim.  A  church 
membership  roll  is  a  record  of  those  living  persons  who  belong  both  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  Church  Universal  through  that  local 
congregation.  It  is  not  an  audit  of  those  who  have  been  active  lately. 

We  have  dismissed  too  many  arbitrarily  and  capriciously.  The  Book  of 
Discipline  provides  a  careful,  well-thought-out  method  for  dismissing  mem¬ 
bers,  and  it  may  be  well  now  to  think  through  the  basic  reasons  for  that  method 
in  the  Discipline.  The  membership  roll  is  not  ours  to  tamper  with  except 
through  the  established  and  responsible  manner  as  set  up  by  our  church  laws. 
Let  us  be  respectful  of  those. 


Ferdinand  V.  Grayson 
to  steer  international 


bishops’  meet 


Ferdinand  V.  Grayson 

Ferdinand  V.  Grayson,  for  25  years  the 
Executive  Director  of  the  United  Fund 
for  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area,  has 
accepted  chairmanship  of  the  Executive 
and  Steering  Committee  to  prepare  for 
the  international  meeting  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  which  will  convene  in  New 
Orleans  November  10-14,  1975. 

Mr.  Grayson  is  an  outstanding  com¬ 
munity  leader  and  is  nationally  known, 
having  directed  the  training  of  more  than 
25,000  Red  Cross  personnel  who  served 
the  American  armed  forces  during  World 
War  II,  and  having  also  been  formerly  a 
member  of  the  faculty  of  Louisiana  State 
University.  For  42  years  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  social  work  in  the  nation,  with 
positions  of  responsibility  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
New  Orleans. 

He  is  currently  serving  as  lay  leader  at 
Rayne  Memorial  Church  in  New  Orleans, 
and  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  has  taught  in  the 
Church  School,  and  has  been  Chairman 
of  the  annual  fund  raising  drive. 

Mr.  Grayson  will  announce  com¬ 
mittees  for  the  important  autumn 
?es°iops  in  the  near  future. 

Jurisdictional  mid-winter 
conference  announced  for 
ministers,  wives,  laity 

“Power  for  Discipleship"  is  the  title  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  mid¬ 
winter  conference  for  ministers  and 
wives,  and  lay  persons,  scheduled  on 
February  21-23  at  Lake  Murray  State 
Park,  Ardmore,  Okla.  The  Rev.  Carey 
Martin,  Denham  Springs,  is  chairman  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship. 


Minister-in-training 
reflects  on  internship 

By  J.  KEVIN  BROSSETTE. 

Gentilly  Church 

Portstown,  Ireland,  Bossier  City  and 
New  Orleans,  La.,  all  have  a  common 
interest  in  Doug  Cain.  Doug  has  just 
completed  his  minister-in-training  in¬ 
ternship  at  Gentilly  Church  (New 
Orleans)  as  a  senior  in  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

The  “common  interest"  of  three 
geographical  locations  stems  from  the 
fact  that  Doug  was  born  in  Portstown, 
Ireland;  he  was  active  in  church  youth 
activities  in  Bossier  City,  terming  this 
association  “an  inspiration  for  entering 
the  ministry;”  and  his  recent  sojourn  at 
the  Gentilly  Church  brought  him  to  New 
Orleans. 

Cain  describes  the  main  benefit  of 
Perkins  internship  program  as  “on  the 
job  training  which  provides  the  intern 
with  professional  personal  identity  as  a 
minister.  This  gives  us  a  chance  to  see 
first  hand  the  richness  of  each  person; 
the  possibilities  waiting  to  be  discovered 
in  each  person.” 

Each  senior  at  Perkins  is  required  to 
serve  an  internship  according  to  his  or 
her  interests  in  the  ministry  .  .  .  Doug 
believes  that  the  church,  in  providing  a 
viable  alternative  in  today’s  world,  gives 
people  a  chance  for  meaningful  lives.  He 
does  not  see  the  church  as  a  social  ser¬ 
vice  organization.  He  feels  that  the 
church  answers  a  “.  .  .  basic  need.” 

In  his  perception  of  the  ministry  he  is 
enthusiastic  and  sincere,  He  comments: 
“The  modern  minister  must  touch  people 
by  living  with  them  in  their  everyday 
lives,  knowing  their  ups  and  downs.  If 
Jesus  was  the  prototype  of  ministry,  then 
a  minister  is  to  live  and  do." 

In  speaking  of  the  ministry,  Doug  feels 
that  he  was  “called”  to  this  vocation.  He 
credits  the  Rev.  William  P.  Frasier, 
current  Hammond  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  as  being  the  key  influence  on  his 
decision  to  enter  seminary. 

The  gospel  to  Doug  means  that  God  has 
a  dimension  for  human  life  .  .  .  and  that 
it  is  up  to  the  church  to  tell  of  God’s 
salvation  by  each  person  loving  his 
neighbor. 

Of  his  internship  at  Gentilly,  Doug  feels 
fortunate  in  having  had  the  opportunity 
to  serve  with  husband-wife  team  of  John 
and  Carole  Cotton  Winn.  Interning  in 
New  Orleans  was  a  bonus  for  Doug,  who 
is  quick  to  agree  with  the  general  opinion 
that  New  Orleans  is  a  city  “like  no 
other,”  having  a  definite  personality. 

Doug  was  the  only  native  of  Louisiana 
in  minister-in-training  during  the  first 
semester.  Perkins  is  the  only  seminary  in 


1  —  Pacemakers  Quartet,  West  Monroe,  provided  music  on  the  opening  night  of 
the  Ashram. 

2  —  Some  of  the  group  of  250  persons  who  attended  the  Ashram 

3  —  Part  of  the  work  crew  painting  a  hr  11  at  the  Methodist  Children's  Home, 
Ruston. 


4  —  One  of  the  15  prayer  groups  meeting  at  the  Ashram. 

5  —  Left  to  right:  Jack  Dew.  Associate  Ashram  Director;  Dr.  Merlin  Merrill,  host 
pastor  at  Trinity  Church,  Ruston;  the  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  Ashram  Director;  the 
Rev.  Terry  Lowe,  music  leader;  and  Host  District  Superintendent,  the  Rev.  Ed 
Thomas. 


United  Methodist  -  Catholic 
service  at  Henning 


Planning  for  the  joint  Catholic-United 
Methodist  Service  at  Henning  Church, 
were,  from  left:  Mrs.  Neva  Busch.  UMW 
President:  Father  Phil  Negley;  Pastor 
Warren  Blakeman. 

The  members  of  Our  Lady  of  Prompt 
Succor  Catholic  Parish  and  Henning 
Church,  Sulphur,  sponsored  a  Service  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  in  the  Hen¬ 
ning  Sanctuary  on  January  23.  Father 
Phil  M.  Negley  (M.S.)  brought  the 
message,  and  the  Rev.  Warren 
Blakeman,  pastor  at  Henning,  conducted 
the  services.  Special  music  was 
presented  by  the  United  Methodist  Choir. 

Father  Negley  is  a  member  of  the 
religious  order  of  La  Salette  Mis¬ 
sionaries.  Originally  from  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  he  took  classes  in  religion  at 
Harvard  University,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Western  College  of  Theology  in 
Boston,  a  Jesuit  Seminary. 

This  is  the  second  service  combining 
the  two  congregations.  In  1973  the 
Reverend  Blakeman  became  the  first 
Protestant  to  preach  at  Prompt  Succor. 
Around  500  worshippers  attended  the 
service  this  month.  A  reception  hosted  by 
the  Henning  United  Methodist  Women, 
Mrs.  Neva  Busch,  president,  followed  the 
worship  service. 


the  U.S.  now  offering  an  internship 
program  of  this  type.  Unlike  most  interns 
who  have  returned  to  Perkins  this 
semester,  Doug  is  spending  the  semester 
at  First  Church,  DeRidder,  with  the  Rev. 
Odell  Simmons,  pastor. 

He  sums  up  the  internship  program: 
“A  good  learning  experience." 


Doug  Cain 


A  Louisiana 


United  Methodist  minister 


a  pastor  in  Brussels ,  Belgium? 


VfciS! !  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Darrell  E. 
Mount,  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  presently  are  serving  as  pastor  and 
wife  to  the  English-speaking  interna¬ 
tional  and  interdenominational  protes- 
tant  community  of  Brussels. 

In  a  unique  way,  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  are  at  work  in  a  special  type 
of  “mission  church”  in  this  capital  of 
Belgium,  which  is  headquarters  of  the 
European  Common  Market  and  of 
N.A.T.O. 

In  this  busy, 
strategic  city  there 
are  thousands  of 
English  -  speaking 
protestants  who 
have  the  need  and 
the  wish  to  worship 
God  and  to  find  a 
program  of  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship, 
growth  and  service 
in  the  English  lang¬ 
uage.  According  to 
Doctor  Mount, 

Brussels  counts  ap¬ 
proximately  25,000 
Americans  and 
many  other  Eng¬ 
lish  speaking  per¬ 
sons  who  call  the 
city  “home.”  For 
the  most  part,  these 
persons  are  em¬ 
ployed  by  more 
than  1000  American 
companies  with  of¬ 
fices  in  Belgium. 

As  a  missionary, 

Darrell  is  under 
special  appoint¬ 
ment  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  to  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Protestant 
Church  in  Brussels. 

Since  October  1973 
he  and  Mrs.  Mount 
'  India)  have  sought 
to  lead  this  church 
of  what  he  terms,  “unusual  diversity”  in 
witnessing  to  the  true  unity  of  all 
mankind  in  Christ. 

According  to  the  brochure  which  its 

Parish  Life  Committee"  distributes  to 
major  hotels  in  the  city,  the  church  is 

telling  in  our  own  tongue  the  mighty 
works  of  God.”  (Acts  2:11.)  The  descend¬ 
ing  dove,  a  symbol  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  is  used  by  The  American  Protes¬ 
tant  Church  of  Brussels  as  a  symbol  of  its 
hopeful  purpose.  The  presei  e  of  the 
Spirit  among  the  early  discipl  brought 
a  new  power  to  face  challenges,  an 
ability  to  speak  in  many  tongues,  and  a 
strong  bond  of  unity  to  all  who  professed 
to  follow  Christ. 


The  American  Protestant  Church  of 
Brussels  truly  speaks  many  tongues: 
several  languages  complement  the  Eng¬ 
lish  proficiency  of  many  members; 
fifteen  denominational  backgrounds  are 
present;  and  differing  views  on  religious 
and  social  concerns  abound.  The  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  church  attempts  to  show  the 
power  of  the  Spirit  to  meet  new  ideas  and 
challenges  in  a  process  of  personal  and 
community  growth  unified  by  the  witness 


"...  telling  in  our 
own  tongue  the 
mighty  works  of  God.” 

Acts  2:11 

of  the  Christian  faith. 

Begun  as  a  Methodist  mission  to 
Belgium  in  1922,  after  the  destruction  of 
World  War  I,  the  church  became 
interdenominational  and  independent 
from  the  Methodist  Church.  In  1963  it 
moved  to  its  present  location  on  the 
grounds  of  The  International  School  of 
Brussels,  and  it  maintains  a  modern 
“temporary”  and  functional  chapel 
which  seats  450. 

The  church  is  independent  and  unique 
in  its  own  character,  but  maintains 
cordial  ties  with  The  Protestant  Church 
of  Belgium;  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S. A.;  The 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  The  United 
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Indian  and  Darrell  Mount 


Methodist  Church;  and  the  newly  form¬ 
ing  Association  of  International  Church¬ 
es,  similar  churches  in  Europe,  Africa 
and  Asia. 

The  Brussels  church  seeks  to  minister 
in  two  broad  priorities:  personal  and 
community  growth;  and  outreach.  The 
personal  and  community  growth  aspect 
includes  a  Women’s  Guild;  youth  meet¬ 
ings;  young-adult  fellowship;  adult  study 
groups;  listening  groups;  a  church 
school  program  with  35  teachers  for 
children  and  youth;  and  three  contract 
courses  every  six  weeks  in  Bible,  family, 
and  social  concern. 

Its  outreach  program  of  mission  is 
one-third  of  the  church  budget.  This 
money  supports  Third-World  students 
studying  in  Belgium;  the  Protestant 
Church  of  Belgium;  local  church  experi¬ 
mental  projects  in  Belgium;  medical  and 
educational  missions  in  Central  Africa; 
evangelism  projects  in  Belgium;  and 
various  community  services  to  the 
English-speaking  persons  of  Brussels. 

The  Mounts  are  planning  to  attend  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  May, 
and  will  then  return  to  Brussels  to 
complete  their  appointment  which  ex¬ 
tends  until  1977  Annual  Conference. 


United  Methodist 
Women 

overpay  pledges 

United  Methodist  Women  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  have 
overpaid  their  pledges  to  missions 
by  $4,000! 

The  announcement  came  from 
Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  Conference 
UMW  President,  and  Mrs.  Robert 
H.  Brupbacher,  Jr.,  Conference 
UMW  Treasurer.  United  Methodist 
Women  throughout  the  Conference 
made  pledges  to  missions  of 
$165,000  in  1974,  and  actually  gave 
a  total  of  $169,000  —  or  an  over¬ 
subscription  of  $4,000. 
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dlt O  r Id  Is 

How  much  compassion  is  too  much? 


How  much  compassion  is  too  much? 

That’s  a  question  back  of  much  of  the 
criticism  presently  being  made  by  some 
persons  in  the  UMC  against  Bishop  Paul 
Washburn,  who  went  to  Hanoi  during 
December  and  then  expressed  anguish 
over  the  results  of  American  bombing 
there  upon  his  return  (see  TM/  UMR 
letters,  Jan.  10  and  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

Among  the  criticisms  of  Bishop  Wash¬ 
burn  are:  (1)  that  he  was  “duped  by  the 
enemy’’  while  in  Hanoi;  (2)  to  express 
compassion  for  “the  enemy”  is 
equivalent  to  treason;  and  (3)  while 
expressing  concern  for  the  results  of 
American  bombing,  nothing  was  said 
about  similar  destruction  as  the  result  of 
the  North  Vietnamese’  military  exploits 
in  the  South. 

In  reality,  such  arguments  are 
specious.  The  “enemy”  in  Vietnam  can 


no  longer  be  simply  identified  as  the 
government  of  the  North  or  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  South.  The  real  enemy  there 
is  the  continuing  war  itself,  and  persons 
on  both  sides  who  support  it.  In  face  of 
such  a  continuing  tragedy,  our  com¬ 
passion  should  not  be  affected  by  who 
dropped  bombs  on  whom;  Christians 
should  feel  compassion  for  persons  on 
either  side  who  have  suffered  —  and  who 
suffer  —  in  Vietnam. 

Bishop  Washburn  toured  the  bombed 
out  buildings  of  the  North  and  expressed 
the  human,  Christian  concern  that  any 
sensitive  person  would  have  felt  at  such  a 
sight.  Had  he  visited  the  South  and  been 
confronted  with  similar  sights,  his 
reaction  doubtless  would  have  been  the 
same.  To  equate  the  bishop’s  Christian 
compassion  with  a  “pro-Hanoi”  military 
stance  is  both  unfair  and  unchristian. 


Methodism’s  parish:  still  the  world 


Here  I  Stand 


United  Methodism  needs  Hay  order 9 
to  emancipate  its  lay  members 


“Why  is  TM/  UMR  running  all  that 
news  from  overseas?  Who’s  interested  in 
that  anyway?  We  would  rather  read 
about  things  closer  to  home.” 

That  could  be  —  and  probably  was  — 
the  reaction  of  some  persons  as  they 
leafed  through  the  last  couple  of  issues  of 
this  newspaper. 

News  of  the  Christian  community  at 
the  international  level  has  indeed  been  in 
the  forefront  of  religion  news  in  recent 
weeks.  In  the  Jan.  24  issue  of  TM/  UMR 
alone,  there  were  five  major  stories  — 
ranging  from  the  ejection  of  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  from  Rhodesia  to 
turmoil  in  the  Methodist  Church  of  South 
Korea  to  analysis  of  church  life  in  East 
Germany  —  regarding  happenings 
outside  the  United  Staes. 

The  appearance  of  so  much  in¬ 
ternational  church  news  at  one  time  is  a 
rarity  which  represents  no  change  in 
TM/  UMR’s  editorial  policy.  The  only 
viable  explanation  is  that  it  happened 
because  it  happened.  In  recent  weeks, 
much  of  the  most  significant  action  in  the 
world  of  religion  has  taken  place  at 
points  on  the  globe  other  than  the  United 
States. 

We  believe  it  is  healthy  when  the  news 

Welcome  new  local  editions 

With  this  issue,  three  local 
congregations  are  initiating  TM/  UMR 
local  church  editions,  whereby  their 
news  is  combined  with  annual  conference 
and  general  church  news  and  mailed  to 
every  family  every  week. 

The  new  every-family  congregations 
and  their  number  of  subscriptions  are: 

'  Ezion-Mt.  Carmel  UMC,  Wilmington, 
Delaware  (Peninsula  Conference),  600; 
Grace  UMC,  Decatur,  Illinois,  2200;  and 
r  Preston  Hollow  UMC,  Dallas  (North 
Tse*as  Conference),  350.  Altogether,  154 
congregations  now  publish  TM/  UMR 
editions  each  week. 

To  this  new  group  of  readers,  we  say 
“Welcome.  We  hope  you  will  find 
TM/  UMR  informative,  and  that  you  will 
join  with  our  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  via  ‘Letters  to  the  Editor’.” 

TM/UMR  passes  300,000 

The  addition  of  more  than  3,000  new 
subscriptions  via  the  new  local  church 
editions  listed  above  pushes  TM/  UMR’s 
weekly  paid  circulation  beyond  300,000 
for  the  first  time. 

From  a  weekly  newspaper  going  into 
less  than  50,000  homes  as  The  Texas 
Methodist  a  decade  ago,  the  publication 
has  gradually  evolved  to  its  present  place 
of  service  to  many  annual  conferences 
r  and  local  churches  nationwide  as  The 
£  Texas  Methodist  and  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

We  hope  that  our  continued  circulation 
growth  is  evidence  that  we  are  meeting  a 

vital  need  for  many  United  Methodists. 

To  old  and  new  subscribers  alike,  in  all 
parts  of  our  circulation,  we  say  “Thank 

*  you  for  your  part  in  making  TM/  UMR 
what  it  has  become.”  And  to  all  we 

'  pledge  our  continued  efforts  to  make 
1  TM/  UMR  a  fresh  and  constructive 

*  instrument  for  the  church. 


takes  on  such  an  international  focus 
occasionally.  Too  often  we  think  of 
ourselves  as  a  church  of  the  United 
States  which  happens  to  have  outreach 
programs  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  It  is 
more  accurate  to  think  of  our 
denomination  as  a  church  of  the  world, 
which  happens  to  have  thousands  of 
congregations  in  the  United  States. 

Every  one  of  us  is  related  to  other 
Christians  in  all  parts  of  the  world  —  both 
by  the  bonds  of  the  gospel  and  by  the 
Methodist  connectional  system.  We 
should  be  as  concerned  about  major 
events  related  to  the  Christian  faith  and 
its  followers  in  Asia  and  Europe  as  in 
America.  Lest  we  become  too  narrow 
and  ingrown  in  our  concern,  let  us  take  as 
our  own  the  sphere  of  concern  assumed 
by  Methodism’s  father,  John  Wesley: 
“The  world  is  my  parish.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


%r  the  L 


oue  of  man 


Let  your  hand  reach  out 
to  those  who  need  It. 

Touch  the  poor,  the  lonely. 
the  old,  the  sick. 

Let  them  see  a  candle 
in  the  dark  of  despair. 

Give  them  a  chance. 

And  let  them  know 
they  have  a  worth, 
a  right  to  walk 
with  eyes  upraised. 

Share  with  them 
a  tear  of  the  soul, 
stand  in  their  shoes, 
and  sit  in  the  rear, 
if  for  only  a  moment. 

Let  your  hand  reach  out 
to  those  who  need  it. 

Not  for  saintliness 
— but  for  the  love  of  Man. 

— Ken  Kruzel 


By  VIOLET  HARDIES  KLASEEN 
Thirty  years  ago  I  received  a  masters 
degree  in  religious  education.  At  that 
time  the  bishop  of  our  area,  a  man  whom 
I  respected  and  appreciated,  visited  “his 
men”  at  the  seminary  where  I  was.  I 
decided  that  I,  too,  wanted  his  counsel 
and  advice.  This  he  kindly  gave  me.  He 
advised  me  to  get  some  secretarial 
skills!  Professional  women  in  the  church 
have  come  a  long  way. 

But  I  have  come  a  long  way  too.  For 
thirty  years  I  have  been  a  lay  member  of 
the  church  with  two  years  of  seminary 
training.  I  have  been  a  professional 
worker  in  the  church,  a  member  of  a 
religious  intentional  community,  active 
on  conference  boards  and  agencies,  and 
finally  a  member  of  a  national  board. 
Now  I  feel  that  there  is  one  more 
emancipation  needed  in  the  church, 
beyond  that  of  the  women.  This  is  that  of 
the  lay  members. 

Some  three  years  ago,  at  the  time  of 
election  for  General  Conference 
delegates,  our  bishop  announced,  “We 
will  vote  by  Orders.”  At  that  point  I 
realized  the  lack  I  had  felt  for  some  27 
years.  We  need  a  “lay  order.” 

For  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  be 
a  vital,  living  church,  we  must  have  a 
strong  sense  of  being  a  religious  com¬ 
munity.  Any  community  has  a  common 
frame  of  reference,  a  structure  to  the 
relationships  within  the  community,  and 
clear  rules  and  disciplines.  A  religious 
community  has  all  of  these  with  the 
added  factor  of  a  theological  root. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  by  its 
very  genius  is  structured.  It  has  clear 
rules  and  requirements  for  its 


ministerial  members.  Not  so  for  its  lay 
members.  Perhaps  some  study  before 
entering,  some  vows  at  entering,  but 
what  beyond  that? 

The  ministerial  order  has  pages  which 
list  its  requirements.  These  include  in¬ 
tention.  study,  articulateness, 
dedication,  and  relationship  to  a  local 
church.  The  lay  order  needs  to  be  just  as 
clearly  defined.  The  same  basic  elements 
should  be  a  part  of  the  lay  involvement: 
commitment,  discipline,  responsibility, 
authority,  and  fellowship. 

No  matter  to  which  order  we  belong, 
the  commitment  must  be  the  same.  We 
must  have  a  passion.  Our  whole  lives 
must  be  related  to  that  passion  whether 
ministerial  or  lay. 

If  we  are  to  relate  our  passion  to  our 
lives,  we  must  have  a  discipline. 
Something  must  be  required  of  us. 

The  ministerial  order  must  have  at 
least  three  years  of  formal,  graduate, 
specialized  study.  Why  could  not  every 
young  member  of  our  church  have  at 
least  one  year  of  formalized  religious 
study?  Why  not  have  structured 
requirements  for  study  in  the  lay  order? 

When  one  meets  another  person  who 


O ake  off  my  mask 

By  GWEN  CLARK 
When  I  take  off  my  mask, 
And  get  down  on  my  knees, 
God’s  love  will  be  there, 

As  a  soft  gentle  breeze. 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Violet  Hardies 
Klaseen,  is  a  lay  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Redding,  California. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  "Here  1  Stand," 
TM/  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221 . 


has  accepted  the  same  disciplines  and 
the  same  commitment,  there  is  a  sense  of 
fellowship.  Those  who  have  been  long 
members  of  the  peace  movement  know 
this.  Such  fellowship  would  be  part  of  the 
lay  order. 

To  speak  of  the  laity,  or  the  lay 
movement,  or  to  be  a  lay  member  is  not 
enough.  We  need  a  “lay  order."  We  live 
and  work  in  the  secular  world  with 
secular  responsibilities,  but  we  must  do  it 
with  the  knowledge  of  our  own  com¬ 
mitment,  responsibility  and  authority,  as 
part  of  a  religious  community. 

Therefore,  I  call  for  the  establishment 
of  a  lay  order  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  to  take  its  place  along 
side  that  of  the  ministerial  orders.  This 
order  would  require  commitment, 
discipline,  study,  responsibility, 
authority,  and  fellowship. 

My  own  passion  is  to  create  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  peace  as  I  have  come  to  un¬ 
derstand  them  through  the  teachings  of 
Jesus.  I  would  do  this  within  the  “Lay 
Order  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 
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Interpretive  on  membership  decline  draws  response 


To  the  Editor: 

According  to  the  story  and  editorial 
interpreting  our  membership  decline, 
there  has  been  no  mass  exodus  to  other 
denominations  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  10).  The 
assumption  that  persons  have  left  our 
church  in  great  numbers  because  it  is  too 
liberal  is  a  myth  that  has  been  “ex¬ 
ploded.” 

I  do  not  dispute  TM/  UMR’s  in¬ 
terpretation,  though  I  have  been  one  who 
has  on  occasion  spoken  of  the  exodus.  I 
spoke  thus  because  I  have  known  too 
many  families  who  have  left  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  more  evangelical 
churches.  In  general  they  were  younger 
couples.  Many  were  committed  Chris¬ 
tians.  Many  did  not  bother  to  “trans-  . 
fer.”  In  leaving  they  would  mention  the 
Sunday  School  situation,  or  the  pastor 
who  denied  the  historic  truths  of  the  faith 
who  crowded  them  out.  Still,  TM/  UMR 
is  probably  correct  that  this  is  only  one 
reason,  and  a  minor  one  at  that,  why  our 
church  shows  a  membership  decline. 

The  point  I  want  to  make  is  that  if 
TM/  UMR’s  interpretation  is  correct, 
the  situation  is  much  worse  than  what  we 
imagined.  There  was  always  something 
rather  comforting  in  the  “we  win  ’em, 
they  steal  ‘em”  theory  of  membership 
decline.  We  could  still  argue  that  our 
church  was  alive  and  relevant.  It  was 
only  that  some  of  our  members  didn’t 
want  to  move  as  fast  as  we  were  moving. 
Even  then,  if  our  membership  wasn’t 
growing,  we  were  at  least  contributing  to 
the  growing  membership  of  other 
churches. 

Now  that  TM/  UMR  has  exploded  that 
theory,  and  has  offered  some  statistics  as 
evidence  perhaps  we  would  assume  the 
opposite  is  now  true:  “they  win  ’em  we 
steal  ’em.”  Of  course,  we  have  never 
really  stolen  anyone  else’s  members.  We 
simply  offer  a  home  for  those  who  can’t 
handle  the  strict  demands  of  the  “con¬ 
servative”  churches.  There  is  something 
comforting  in  our  “anything  goes”  ap¬ 
proach  to  it  all  and  our  peaceful  growing 
old  together. 

Riley  B.  Case 

Union  City,  Indiana 

Analysis  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  analysis  of  the  United  Methodist 
membership  was  incisive  and  insightful. 
Your  analysis  was  carefully  done  and 
you  put  a  good  deal  of  life  into  some 
rather  cold  statistics. 

I  suppose  one  of  the  reasons  that  I’m  so 
comfortable  with  your  analysis  is  that 
I’m  in  agreement  with  it.  It  is  good  to 
have  the  old  myth  of  the  “mass  exodus” 
of  members  challenged  and  hopefully  put 
to  rest. 

Alan  K.  Waltz 

Dayton,  Ohio 

The  laity  needs  a  greater 

voice  in  decision-making 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  the  editorial  "Facts  and 
myths  regarding  United  Methodism’s 
membership  decline”  (TM/  UMR,  Jan. 
10) ,  I  would  like  to  say  that  it  is  important 
for  the  church  leaders  to  find  out  why  so 
many  have  been  “lost.”  Why  are  so 
many  people  eligible  to  be  "removed  by 
charge  conference  action?” 

I  believe  that  the  main  cause  is  that 
most  Methodists  feel  that  they  have  no 
voice  in  the  policy-making  of  the  church. 

1.  I  feel  that  the  lay  delegates  to  the 
conferences  should  be  elected  by  direct 
vote  of  the  church  members. 

2.  The  members-at-large  to  the 
Administrative  Board  should  always  be 
elected  by  the  annual  Church  Con¬ 
ference. 

3.  The  issues  to  be  discussed  at  dif¬ 
ferent  conferences  should  be  announced 
well  in  advance  so  that  the  members  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  can  express 
themselves  to  their  delegates. 


4.  There  should  be  a  mandatory 
retirement  age  for  bishops. 

5.  The  lay  members  should  have  the 
right  of  petition  and  recall  of  the  Bishop 
of  their  area. 

6.  Last  but  not  least,  our  church 
leaders  must  learn  to  listen.  Nobody 
listens  to  the  lay  member. 

Mrs.  Arnold  B.  Warren 
Paris.  Texas 

EDITOR’  NOTE:  Most  annual  con¬ 
ferences  do  plan  their  basic  agendas  and 
announce  same  in  advance.  There  is  a 
mandatory  retirement  age  for  bishops: 
age  72.  We,  and  many  church  leaders, 
share  the  view  that  efforts  should  be 
made  to  involve  more  persons  in  the 
..chpf^’s  decision-making  processes. 

Transfer  statistics  may 
be  misleading 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  your  cluster  of 
features  regarding  church  membership. 
This  is  useful  study  —  it  has  long  needed 
such  an  analysis. 

I  want  to  raise  a  question  about  your 
editorial  on  membership.  Many  of  the 
United  Methodists  who  leave  go  to  other 
churches  and  denominations  which  do 
not  acknowledge  United  Methodist 
membership,  and  therefore,  request  no 
letters  of  transfer.  Hence,  many  such 
people  just  disappear ;  there  would  be  no 
indication  on  their  church  records  as  to 
departure  into  other  denominations. 

Is  it  not  true  that  it  is  mostly  churches 
in  the  National  Council  orbit  which  keep 
and  exchange  memberships?  When  I  was 
a  pastor,  people  leaving  our  congregation 
for  membership  in  Lutheran,  Baptist 
(most),  Bible  Churches,  charismatic 
groups  and  others  paid  no  attention  to 
letters  of  transfer. 

Therefore,  the  statistics  only  show 
minimal  transfer  to  denominations 
similar  in  theology  and  emphasis  to  the 
UMC.  And,  the  exodus  is  not  into  these 
denominations  —  rather,  it  is  into 
churches  not  concerned  about  letters  of 
membership  transfer.  Indeed,  many  of 
these  churches  require  membership 
training  and  re-baptism  as  a  condition  of 
entry  into  their  congregations. 

Charles  W.  Keysor 
Wilmore,  Kentucky 


Criticism  of  bishop 
underscored 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  underscore  the  letter  written 
by  Mr.  Earl  C.  Bryant  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
(TM/  UMR,  Jan.  10)  where  he  criticized 
Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn  for  his  sym¬ 
pathetic  stand  toward  Hanoi. 

I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  the 
founders  of  Methodism  started  out  by 
preaching  to  labor  groups,  coal  miners, 
street  corner  crowds,  and  followed  with 
the  circuit  rider.  But,  in  this  modern  day, 
it  seems  we  of  the  Methodist  Church  have 
been  infiltrated  with  a  group  of  bishops 
who  are  mainly  interested  in  national 
and  international  politics  —  who  attempt 
to  sell  us  Methodists  on  the  idea  of  ac¬ 
cepting  the  philosophy  of  Hanoi,  Cesar 
Chavez  (the  table  grape  boycott)  and 
minority-left  demonstrators. 

Perhaps,  if  these  same  Bishops  were  to 
take  the  money  that  is  spent  on  flying 
around  the  world,  and  across  the  United 
States  and  spend  it  for  the  modern  day 
Circuit  Rider  (the  bus  ministry),  and  get 
back  to  saving  souls  for  Jesus  Christ,  we, 
the  great  Methodist  Church,  would  not 
need  to  apologize  for  our  decline  in 
membership.  B  M  Bruckner  Sr 

Amarillo,  Texas 
Bishop98  trip  defended 
To  the  Editor: 

It  is  rather  disturbing  to  have  letters 
like  that  of  Earl  C.  Bryant’s  “Bishop’s 
North  Vietnam  trip  criticized”  appear  in 
TM/  UMR  of  January  10. 

Mr.  Bryant’s  Methodist  dues-paying 
may  have  helped  defray  the  Bishop’s 
travel  expenses,  but  did  Mr.  Bryant  know 
that  his  Methodist  tax-paying  dollars 
certainly  helped  defray: 

(1)  the  bombing  of  a  hospital  in  Hanoi, 

killing  over  thirty  doctors  and  nurses,  not 
to  mention  patients;  li 

(2)  the  use  of  napalm  that  destroyed 
the  fertility  of  millions  of  acres  of  land, 
land  badly  needed  for  the  livelihood  of 
civilians; 

(3)  the  dropping  of  bombs  on  targets  — 
known  to  be  non-military  before  the 
dropping  —  killing  innocent  civilians, 
including  women  and  children; 

(4)  the  illegal  bombing  of  Cambodia,  a 
small  nation  that  had  lived  cooperatively 
with  communists  for  five  years  without  a 
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single  shot  being  fired; 

(5)  the  maintaining  of  a  racetrack  and 
a  plush  nightclub  during  wartime  by  a 
highly  placed  Vietnam  official. 

Too,  known  facts  prove  that  our  boys 
could  have  been  brought  home  one  year 
earlier  under  conditions  more  favorable 
to  the  allies. 

If  Mr.  Bryant  wishes  to  become  better 
informed,  he  might  try  reading,  “Be¬ 
tween  the  Lines,”  a  news  service  for 
concerned  citizens,  highly  condensed, 
non-denominational,  non-partisan. 
(Address:  BTL  Circulation  Dept., 
Newtown,  Pa.  18940.  Bi-monthly-annual 
sub.  $4.00) 

By  reading  BTL,  Mr.  Bryant  would 
find  that  he  would  be  a  better  Christian  to 
join  people  of  “sweetness  and  light” 
rather  than  be  numbered  among  those  of 
“ignorance  and  darkness.” 

Alice  Riley 
Longview,  Texas 

A  better  way  to  save  grain 

To  the  Editor: 

Following  is  a  brief  quote  from  the 
January  issue  of  “Progressive  Farmer” 
which  expresses  the  way  I  and  many 
other  people  feel  about  the  eating  and 
feeding  of  grain: 

“Meatless  days  to  save  grain  are  about 
the  dumbest  idea  ever  to  come  down  the 


pike.  You’d  think  stockmen  would  feel 
that  way  —  and  they  do  —  but  so  do  ag 
scientists. 

“In  the  first  place,  the  scientists  point 
out,  stockmen  are  not  feeding  that  much 
grain.  Three-fourths  of  the  feed  being 
used  to  produce  U.S.  beef  is  grass, 
forage,  and  by-products,  and  the  trend  is 
toward  still  less  grain.  We  can  replace 
half  the  grain  we  feed  now  with  added 
forage  and  produce  more  beef,  probably 
at  lower  cost,  says  Harlow  Hodgson, 
USDA  agronomist  and  crusader  for  a 
forage-oriented  livestock  industry. 

“With  efficient  forage-livestock 
systems  in  place,  Hodgson  argues,  more 
grain  can  be  exported,  production  costs 
reduced,  and  stockmen  ‘insulated  from 
the  whiplash  effects  of  fluctuating  grain 
prices.’  ” 

I  am  eighty-eight  years  old  and  have 
farmed  a  good  part  of  that  time  feeding 
both  hogs  and  cattle,  so  naturally  I  feel 
that  I  have  learned  quite  a  bit  about  this 
question. 

Now  my  suggestion,  as  a  way  to  help 
the  situation,  is  that  you  ask  all  the  “good 
Methodist  members”  to  give  up  their 
drinking;  this  would  help  them  and  be  a 
great  help  in  the  saving  of  grain! 

P.  B.  Rosson 
Springfield,  Tennessee 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Lessons  in  theology  and 
prayer- from  a  4-year- old 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

Children  can  sure  put  parents  in  their 
place  sometimes. 

Recently  my  four-year-old  daughter 
made  an  unusually  bright  comment  at 
the  supper  table;  it  caused  me  to  beam 
all  over. 

With  fatherly  pride,  I  said  to  her: 
“Delilah,  you  sure  are  a  smart  girl.  Do 
you  know  where  you  got  your  brains?” 

She  answered  confidently  and  without 
hesitation:  “From  God.” 

Recognizing  that  she’d  overlooked 
some  of  the  finer  points  of  genetics  in 
coming  to  that  conclusion,  I  said:  “But 
do  you  know  who  helped  God  in  making 
you  like  you  are?” 

She  answered,  as  quickly  and  con¬ 
fidently  as  the  first  time,  “Jesus.” 

At  that  point,  I  decided  to  discontinue 
the  conversation  humbled  a  bit,  knowing 
what  the  next  answer  would  be  without 
asking,  and  grateful  for  that  day’s  lesson 
in  theology! 

The  same  four-year-old’s  original 
prayers  at  bedtime  5belie  the  common 
notion  that  the  theology  of  children  is 


usually  whimsical.  We’ve  found  that  her 
prayers  often  surpass  in  profundity  those 
of  either  her  parents  or  those  heard  in 
church. 

For  example:  “Dear  God,  please  be 
with  all  the  people  who  don’t  have 
anything  to  eat  —  not  even  crumbs. 
Please  help  them  to  know  that  you  are 
with  them  even  when  they  are  hungry. 
And  help  them  to  find  a  restaurant,  soon. 
Amen." 

“Dear  God,  Mrs.  Cornehls  (an  elderly 
neighbor  who  lives  alone)  is  very  sick. 
Please  get  into  bed  with  her  so  she  won’t 
be  so  lonely.  Amen." 

“Dear  God,  please  forgive  my  mommy 
for  not  being  more  patient  with  me. 
Amen.” 

“Dear  God,  Be  with  all  the  people  in 
the  world  that  I  know,  and  all  the  people 
in  the  world  that  I  don’t  know.  Amen.” 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  I’m  learn¬ 
ing  almost  as  much  from  my  child  as 
I’m  teaching  her  —  even  in  my  area  of 
supposed  specialization! 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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Church  groups  build  support  systems  for  ministers 

"  ^  •  i _ ■_  Aut"  hi;  1  1  nactnrc? 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

How  does  a  pastor  keep  happy  and 
effective  in  his  job? 

Just  like  laypersons  who  have  trouble 
with  their  co-workers,  marriages,  kids, 
salaries,  transfers  and  long-range  goals, 
ministers  sometimes  need  to  be 
ministered  to. 

Also  like  laypersons,  they  sometimes 
stop  growing  in  their  jobs,  become  less 
competent,  discouraged,  and  inclined  to 
give  it  all  up  and  look  for  another  line  of 
work. 

When  these  things  happen,  both  pastor 
•  and  church  suffer.  But  who  serves  as  the 
pastor’s  pastor? 

It’s  true  that  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  many  areas  have  access  to 
professional  pastoral  counselors  for 
crisis  intervention.  But  until  recently,  a 
minister  with  every-day  "morale 
problems”  or  the  need  for  more  on-the- 
job  training  was  pretty  much  on  his 
own. 

Today  across  much  of  the  country, 
peer  group  committees  and  conference 
task  forces  are  beginning  to  change  all 
that.  Career  support  systems  are  getting 
underway  to  deal  with  a  wide  variety  of 
ministerial  concerns  before  they 
mushroom  into  crises. 

And  evaluation  tools  are  being 
developed  to  help  ministers  find  out  how 
well  they’re  doing  professionally. 

Questions  under  study 

Why  might  a  minister  feel  unfulfilled  in 
his  work?  How  can  the  annual  conference 
—  or  area  or  jurisdiction  —  help  him? 
What  specific  resources  and  programs 
are  needed  to  keep  him  on  top  of  his  job? 

Those  are  questions  now  under  study 
by  a  new  Oklahoma  Conference  com¬ 
mittee  on  "ministry  to  ministers  and 
their  families." 

"It  doesn’t  do  any  good  to  talk  vaguely 


about  ‘ministerial  morale’,”  said  the 
chairman  of  the  Oklahoma  group,  the 
Rev.  William  B.  Oden,  of  Norman. 
"Instead,  we  are  trying  to  deal  with 
specifics :  the  need  for  better  counseling 
services,  equitable  salaries  and  moving 
expenses,  parsonage  standards,  sab¬ 
batical  leaves  and  opportunities  for 
continuing  education.  A  minister’s  well¬ 
being  —  and  the  kind  of  job  he  does  —  are 
affected  by  all  these  things.” 

An  Illinois  area  pastoral  care  and 
counting  committee  has  already  pin¬ 
pointed  some  common  concerns  among 
its  pastors:  loneliness,  intellectual  and 
spiritual  malaise,  imprecise  com¬ 
petence,  family  stress,  inadequate  re¬ 
sources  for  meeting  normal  career 
growth  needs,  and  financial  problems. 

The  Central  and  Southern  conferences 
in  that  area  have  set  up,  with  the  help  of 
some  foundation  funding  and  new  area 
pastoral  counseling  director  Dr.  Donald 
C.  Houts,  an  ambitious  five-year  plan  to 
provide  a  "total  career  support  system” 
for  their  pastors.  The  plan  will  include 
continuing  education  courses  and 
seminars  in  15  subject  areas,  Dr.  Houts 
told  TM/  UMR. 

Pastor-parish  relations 

In  Texas,  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  area  is 
launching  a  pilot  program  for  ministerial 
evaluation  to  open  communications 
between  a  pastor  and  his  pastor-parish 
relations  committee  The  program 
follows  previous  task  force  studies  which 
set  guidelines  for  ministerial  relation¬ 
ships,  ethics  and  remuneration. 

“Morale  improves  when  com¬ 
munications  are  good,”  according  to  task 
force  chairman,  the  Rev.  Don  Pike,  of 
Fort  Worth.  "We  hope  this  evaluation 
instrument  will  help  pastors  and 
laypersons  to  defipe  their  goals  for  the 
church  and  see  how  well  they’re  working 
together.” 

The  North  Central  jurisdiction  has 


the  church  today 


World  peace  mutual  fund 
does  well 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  -  A 
mutual  fund  aimed  at  contributing  to 
world  peace  is  reported  among  the  top- 
ranking  funds  for  performance  in  1974. 
Much  of  the  credit  was  given  its  “social 
responsibility”  criteria  for  investment. 

The  three-year-old  Pax  World  Fund, 
led  by  two  United  Methodist  agency  staff 
members,  was  highest  in  performance 
amoiifc,  the  "social  responsibility  funds” 
rated  by  the  Lipper  Mutual  Fund  Per¬ 
formance  Analysis.  The  same  chart 
showed  it  as  137th  among  the  array  of  550 
mutual  funds. 

Its  yield  for  the  year  was  8.7  pei  cent.  It 
began  thi^  year  by  paying  an  18-cent 
'dividend.  ^ 

Pax  World  currently  has  some  300 
Institutional  and  personal  investors,  who 
-  hold  some  90,000  shares,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Luther  M.  Tyson  and  the  Rev.  J. 
Elliott  Corbett,  respectively  president 
'and  vice  president  of  the  fund,  both 
'members  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  staff  here. 

Sen.  Hatfield  calls  for 
Lenten  fast 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  A  U.S. 
senator  has  proposed  that  "fellow 
Christians”  of  all  denominations  join 
/  together  in  a  "ministry  of  compassion" 
./•by  fasting  during  Lent  this  year. 

•  In  a  statement.  Sen.  Mark.  O.  Hatfield 
.•’(R-Ore.)  said: 

•  “In  light  of  the  current  world  food 
shortage  and  the  widespread  starvation 

.  experienced  in  many  of  the  developing 
.countries,  to  what  greater  challenge  can 
we  respond  at  this  time  than  to  observe 
■Lent  in  1975  in  a  manner  truly  consistent 
with  the  sacrificial  spirit  exhibited  by  our 
;  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  concluding  days 
of  His  earthly  ministry  and  in  His  atoning 
death  on  the  cross. 

"Lent,  1975,”  he  continued,  "could  be  a 
milestone  in  the  history  of  the  church  as 
Christians  join  in  one  great  statement  in 


action  —  an  action  signifying  the  other- 
directed  ministry  of  compassion  to  which 
Christ  calls  us." 

U.M.  evangelists  elect  officers 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  FL.  —  At  the 
recent  meeting  here,  the  National 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
Evangelists  elected  Evangelist  Jack 
Gray,  Dallas,  to  be  its  president  for  the 
next  two  years.  Rev.  Gray  had  served 
formerly  as  vice  president  and  secretary 
treasurer  of  this  Association.  For  the 
past  year  he  served  as  president,  filling 
the  term  of  Rev.  Ed  Robb  who  returned 
to  the  pastoral  ministry. 

Other  officers  elected  for  two  years 
included:  Andy  Gallman  of  Wilmore, 
Ky.,  first  Vice-President ;  BilJ  Swartz  of 
Roanoke,  Va.,  second  Vice  Pfesident; 
Cecil  Williamson  of  Starksville,  Miss., 
Secretary/  Treasurer. 

The  NAUME  now  consists  of  about  130 
members,  60  of  whom  are  approved 
evangelists  from  the  Annual  Conference 
and  others  serve  as  evangelists  in 
preaching,  music,  lay  and  youth 
classifications. 

Harold  Bosley  dies  at  age  67 

BEACH  HAVEN  TERRACE,  N.J. 
(RNS)  —  Dr.  Harold  A.  Bosley,  one  of  the 
nations’  most  prominent  United 
Methodist  clergymen  for  30  years,  died  at 
his  home  here  on  Jan.  20.  He  was  67  years 
old. 

A  native  of  Nebraska,  Dr.  Bosley 
retired  last  June  as  senior  pastor  of 
Christ  Church,  United  Methodist  on  New 
York  City’s  Park  Avenue. 

He  was  previously  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Evanston,  Ill., 
dean  of  the  Duke  University  Divinity 
School  and  pastor  of  Mount  Vernon  Place 
Church,  Baltimore. 

From  an  early  age  he  identified  with 
world  peace,  civil  rights  movements  and 
religious  liberty. 

The  author  of  17  books,  he  was  also 
active  in  politics. 


been  conducting  a  survey  of  how  min¬ 
isters  feel  about  their  ministry,  with 
results  due  back  in  the  conferences  soon. 

In  the  North  Dakota  Conference  Board 
of  Ministry,  plans  are  underway  for  a 
regular  career -assessment  process  for 
ministers,  with  continuing  education 
courses  to  be  developed  in  areas  where 
ministers  see  their  greatest  needs. 

An  evaluation  instrument  is  also  in  use 
in  the  California-Nevada  area  for  ap¬ 
praisal  of  district  superintendents  by  the 
pastors  in  their  districts,  Bishop  R. 
Marvin  Stuart  told  TM/  UMR.  The 
program  calls  for  self-evaluation, 
evaluation  by  the  pastors,  a  print-out  of 
both  results,  and  follow-up  sessions  with 
the  bishop. 

Bishop  Stuart  said  he  hopes  soon  to 
develop  the  same  kind  of  evaluation  for 
local  church  pastors,  and  for  the  bishop 
as  well. 

"It’s  tremendously  important  to 
develop  both  the  climate  and  the  means 


Educator  asks  change 
in  university  ^labels’ 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  The 
president  of  United  Methodist-related 
Boston  University  has  urged  an  end  to 
the  designations  of  "public”  and 
“private”  in  describing  sponsorship  of 
colleges  and  universities. 

ij\  John  R.  Silber  Stfg&ests  words 
“state-supported”  and  "independent”  as 
replacements. 

"There  is  only  public  higher 
.education,”  he  told  the  National 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Higher  education,  he  said,  is  a  public 
service  conducted  by  both  governmental 
and  non-governmental  agencies. 

Dr.  Silber  also  said  that  the  survival  of 
"independent”  schools  “depends  on 
whether  we  are  worthy”  rather  than  on 
economic  factors. 

"If  we  fight  faithfully,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  we  will  find  the  resources  to  sur 
vive,"  he  told  the  meeting  at  which 
survival  was  a  major  theme.  There  was 
general  agreement  with  Dr.  Silber’s 
optimistic  outlook. 

The  Boston  educator  suggested  that 
independent  colleges  must  come  to  terms 
with  their  real  problems,  especially 
questions  of  values,  "or  we  won’t  have  a 
purpose  that  makes  our  survival  im¬ 
portant.” 

Dr.  Silber  said  that  logical  positivism 
has  dominated  U.S.  higher  education 
since  1900.  He  said  that  philosophy  pits 
values  against  facts  and  results  in  a 
"dogmatism  that  says  all  values  are 
relative.” 

He  urged  United  Methodist  schools  to 


retirement  counseling.  Major  emphasis 
currently  is  being  placed  on  short-term 
leaves  for  travel  or  study,  which  are 
encouraged  by  the  conference  with 
grants  up  to  $1,000  and  the  provision  of  a 
supply  minister  for  three  months. 

"The  crisis  periods  seem  to  be  five 
years  into  the  ministry,  and  then  mid¬ 
way  through  a  minister’s  career,”  said 
Conference  Board  of  Ministry  chairman 
Rev.  Kenneth  P.  Rutter,  of  Greensburg. 
"We  recognize  this  and  try  to  provide 
meaningful  counseling  and  professional 
guidance.” 

Opportunities  for  ministers  to  “re¬ 
tool”  with  continuing  education  courses 
are  also  being  encouraged  in  the 
Southern  California  Conference.  “We 
would  like  to  help  and  encourage 
ministers  to  have  short-term  sabbatical 
leaves,  of  four  or  six  months,  for  specific 
study,  without  having  to  give  up  their 
appointments,"  says  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Collett,  chairman  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Ministry. 

A  massive  ‘drop-out’? 

Does  all  this  attention  to  ministerial 
fulfillment  and  evaluation  mean  the 
church  is  threatened  with  a  massive 


"drop-out”  by  local  pastors? 

On  the  contrary,  said  Dr.  Robert  W. 
Thornburg,  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  division  of  ordained  ministry, 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
"Eight  or  nine  years  ago,  we  were  losing 
too  many  bright  young  men  from  the 
local  church.  Today  the  trend  is  actually 
reversing.  Young  ministers  are  seeing 
the  local  parish  as  the  best  base  for 
community  action.” 

Dr.  Thornburg  explained  the  con¬ 
centration  on  career  development  as  a 
"way  to  try  to  systematize  what  we’ve 
done  only  informally  and  not  as  well 
before." 

He  said  the  programs  will  be  especially 
useful  to  the  mid-career  minister  “who  is 
not  so  much  interested  in  leaving  the 
ministry  as  he  is  in  strengthening  his 
ministry  or  moving  to  another  arm  of 
ministry." 

To  beef  up  conference  and  jurisdic¬ 
tional  systems,  as  well  as  various 
ecumenical  programs  in  which  the 
United  Methodist  Church  participates, 
the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Davis  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  director  of  career  support 
systems  within  the  division  of  ordiained 
ministry,  Dr.  Thornburg  said. 


for  all  of  us  to  assess  our  strengths  and 
weaknesses,”  he  said.  “But  after  we 
have  assessed,  we  must  then  be  sure 
there  are  resources  available  to  help  us : 
continuing  education,  marriage  enrich¬ 
ment,  counseling  services,  or  whatever.” 

Such  studies  and  evaluative  techniques 
will  be  of  great  benefit  both  to  ministers 
and  churches,  Dallas-Fort  Worth  area 
pastoral  counselor  Rev.  DeForrest 
Wiksten  believes.  They  will  help  set 
standards  for  competent  ministry  more 
precisely,  he  says. 

"We  are  always  being  evaluated  in- 
-  formally,”  Mr.  Wiksten  said.  “These 
efforts  by  the  various  boards  of  ministry 
-  and  by  the  ministers  themselves  — 
will  hopefully,  in  time,  result  in  a  more 
unified  understanding  of  good 
professional  practice.” 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  Conference 
has  created  a  master  plan  for  the 
ministry  which  encompasses  everything 
from  recruitment  through  pre- 


4 Disarmament  linked 
to  hunger’  say  leaders 


A  study  in  contrasts, 
BELFAST  —  With  the  end  of  the  Irish  Republican  Army 
Provisionals'  cease-fire,  tensions  returned  to  the  streets  of 
Belfast  and  other  cities  in  Northern  Ireland.  At  left,  a  soldier 
keeps  his  finger  on  the  trigger  while  another  soldier  checks  a 
van  for  explosives  or  firearms  at  a  vehicle  checkpoint. 

At  right,  people  stand  in  silent  prayer  during  a  peace  rally  at 
Belfast’s  City  Hall.  About  12.000  people  turned  out  for  the  in- 


tetision  and  prayers 

terdenominational  rally,  marching  through  heavy  rain. 
Leading  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  clergymen  conducted 
a  brief  prayer  service.  The  peace  march  was  organized  by  the 
Methodist.  Anglican,  Catholic  and  Presbyterian  Churches  of 
Ireland. 
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combat  logical  positivism,  not  by 
religious  dogmatism  but  by  "secular 
philosophical  discussion  of  the  issue. 

Speaking  of  values,  Dr.  Silber  said  both 
families  and  the  church  "have  almost 
ceased  to  function  as  educational  fac¬ 
tors,”  leaving  television  and  ativdrtisihg 
to  spread  values,  including  "the  crassest 
form  of  hedonism  " 

He  used  “All  in  the  Family”  as  an 
example  of  a  TV  program  which  he  feels 
projects  questionable  values.  Archie 
Bunker,  said  Dr.  Silbert,  has  made 
“racism  again  lovable  and  respectable.” 

The  Boston  University  president 
predicted  that  college  enrollment  will 
continue  its  present  decline.  But  he 
maintained  that  independent  schools  are 
vital  because  "in  a  mass  society  it 
becomes  increasingly  important  for 
small  units  of  education.” 

Many  colleges,  he  noted,  survived  the 
Depression  and  other  crises  "worse  than 
those  yet  to  come.” 

While  more  than  100  colleges  and 
universities  are  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  only  1  per  cent  of  the 
total  U.S.  enrollment  in  higher  education 
is  in  those  institutions,  according  to  Dr. 
Robert  W.  Eckley  of  Illinois  Wesleyan 
University,  outgoing  president  of  the 
denomination’s  National  Association  of 
Schools  and  Colleges. 

Dr.  Eckley  called  on  United  Methodist- 
related  schools  to  become  a  "creative 
force,”  individually  and  collectively. 

Dr.  Harold  H.  Hutson  of  Lycoming 
College,  Williamsport,  Pa.,  was  elected 
president  of  the  association. 

Editor  feels 
outrage  over 

‘Godfather  II’ 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
CHICAGO  —  The  editor  of  a  leading 
Protestant  weekly  charged  that  the 
church  ought  to  be  in  a  “moral  outrage 
over  ‘Godfather  II’.”  a  current  motion 
picture  highly  acclaimed  by  critics  and 
the  (heater-going  public. 

James  M  Wall,  editor  of  "The 
Christian  Century,”  stated  his  opinion  in 
a  lead  editorial  of  the  magazine  Jan.  22. 
Hr  wrote  that  missing  from  most 
endues  of  the  film  was  "any  sense  of 
moral  outrage  over  the  criminal  syn¬ 
dicate  which  serves  as  a  basis"  for  the 
story  of  the  movie. 

While  Mr.  Wall  agreed  that  as  a  work 
of  art,  the  film  is  a  "superior  motion 
picture.”  he  said  that  the  church  and 
other  shapers  of  public  opinion  should 
provide  an  "additional  word”  of  com¬ 
ment. 

“The  success-oriented  men  of  the 
(Francis  Ford)  Coppola  film,"  he  wrote, 
"are  modeled  upon  a  group  of  gangsters 
whose  exploitation  of  American  society 
has  corrupted  and  demeaned  our 
existence  in  ways  that  go  far  beyond  the 
headline  announcements  of  gang  wars 
and  trials  for  income-tax  evasion.  With 
organized  crime,  we  are  dealing  with  a 
far-reaching  empire  that  could  not  exist 
without  the  weakness  of  corruptible 
police  and  politicians  or  the  need  for  the 
common  man  and  woman  to  seize  for¬ 
bidden  fruit." 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Hundreds  of  millions  of  people  are 
^"painfully  hungry”  because  "many  of 
the  world’s  governments  are  more 
prepared  to  destroy  human  life  than  to 
develop  and  sustain  it,”  five  leaders  of 
the  four  major  faith  groups,  including 
United  Methodist  Bishop  James  Arm¬ 
strong,  declared  in  a  statement  issued 
here: 

"While  the  minds  of  citizens,  like  the 
policies  of  governments,  tend  to  relegate 
disarmament  and  hunger  to  separate 
fields  of  action,  the  relationships  between 
them  are  extensive,  critical  and  com¬ 
plex,”  they  assert.  "Our  awareness  of 
these  relationships  and  our  attitudes 
toward  them  are  of  incomparable 
urgency  in  our  common  responsibility  for 
the  security  and  welfare  of  the  world’s 
peoples.” 

Entitled  "Disarmament  and  Hunger: 
Life  and  Death  for  Planet  Earth,  A  Study 
and  Action  Statement,”  the  eight-page 
document  is  the  outcome  of  a  United 
Nations  Seminar  on  Disarmament  and 
Hunger  convened  by  the  U.  S. 
Interreligious  Committee  on  Peace  at  the 
U.  N.  Headquarters  and  Church  Center 
for  the  U.  N.  last  December 

Signing  the  position  paper  are  Bishop 
Armstrong  of  Aberdeen,  S.  D.;  Roman 
Catholic  Auxiliary  Bishop  John  J. 
Dougherty  of  Newark,  N.  J. ;  Judge 
Margaret  Haywood  of  Washington, 
moderator  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ;  Archbishop  Iakovos,  primate  of 


the  Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  North 
and  South  America,  and  Rabbi 
Alexander  Schindler  of  New  York  City, 
head  of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations. 

They  list  what  they  term  nine 
“linkages  between  disarmament  and 
*  hunger,”  Costs,  Nuclear  Proliferation, 
Energy,  Raw  Materials,  Defoliation, 
Fall-out,  Shelter  Stocks,  Economics  of 
Conversion  and  The  Arms  Trade. 

“So  numerous  and  serious  are  these 
direct  and  indirect  linkages  between 
disarmament  and  hunger”  they  contend, 
“that  some  persons  have  urged  disar¬ 
mament  as  the  pre-condition  for  an 
adequate  food  strategy. 

"Just  as  understandably,  however, 
other  persons  have  minimized  or  even 
denied  these  links  because  of  the  urgency 
of  hunger  itself.  Why,  they  ask,  should 
hungry  millions  be  made  to  wait  for  the 
slow,  tedious,  uncertain  progress  toward 
disarmament  before  achieving  at  least  a 
minimal  food  security?” 

The  religious  leaders  state  that  these 
linkages  “do  not  assume  a  com¬ 
prehensive  program  of  agricultural 
development  and  food  assistance  must  be 
postponed  for  disarmament.  They  do 
suggest  that  ‘beating  missiles  into 
plowshares’  and  ‘bombers  into  pruning 
hooks’  are  a  moral  imperative  second  to 
none  in  our  time. 

“Disarmament  can,  in  many  respects, 
contribute  to  the  overcoming  of  world 
hunger.”  the  statement  continues. 


United  Methodist  giving: 
Up,  up  and  away  in  ’74 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Despite  a 
troubled  national  economy,  United 
Methodists  gave  at  a  record  pace  in  1974 
to  support  16  world-wide  benevolent  and 
administrative  programs  of  their 
denomination  and  two  special  appeals, 
according  to  a  report  released  here 
January  27. 

R.  Bryan  Brawner,  treasurer  of  the 
church,  said  that  giving  to  general 
church  causes  totaled  $44,430,589  in  1974, 
an  increase  of  12.19  per  cent  above  1973. 
Not  included  in  these  totals  is  more  than 
$900,000,000  given  for  church  ad¬ 
ministration,  salaries  and  benevolence 
projects  on  the  local  and  regional  level. 

Largest  single  item  in  the  report  is 
$21,685,453  for  World  Service,  the 
denomination’s  basic  program  fund.  This 
represents  92.28  per  cent  of  the  annual 
goal  of  $23,500,000,  the  highest  per¬ 
centage  since  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  formed  in  1968,  and  is  2.62 
per  cent  above  a  year  ago. 

In  the  report  as  a  whole,  11  funds 
showed  increases  and  five  decreases. 
Largest  single  gain  was  57.02  per  cent  in 
Advance  Special  support  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Greatest 
decrease  was  11.8  per  cent  in  the  Human 
Relations  Day  offering. 

Contributions  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal 


for  Human  Need  reached  $1,715,165.  Goal 
in  the  special  offering  for  famine  relief  in 
West  Africa  and  tornado  assistance  in  the 
United  States  was  $2,500,000. 

A  total  of  $160,810  was  received  in  the 
special  offering  to  help  in  the  restoration 
of  the  historic  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London 
which  is  threatened  with  collapse  from 
age  and  deterioration.  Goal  in  the  U.S.  is 
$875,000. 

"The  explanation  for  this  fine  record 
on  the  part  of  United  Methodists  is  in 
their  attitude  toward  the  church  and  its 
mission,  not  in  economics,”  Dr.  Brawner 
said. 

"I  believe  that  in  times  of  adversity 
people  sort  out  their  priorities  more 
carefully  and  support  those  most 
meaningful  to  them,”  he  continued.  "I 
also  believe  that  local  churches  are 
coming  more  and  more  to  appreciate 
that  the  general  funds  are  an  integral 
part  of  the  church’s  mission.” 

Looking  ahead,  Dr.  Brawner  said  that 
1975  will  be  a  “year  of  real  testing  in  the 
church.”  “If  my  theory  of  people 
establishing  and  supporting  meaningful 
priorities  holds  up,  the  1975  results  will 
not  be  disappointing  despite  the 
probability  that  at  least  three-quarters  of 
the  year  will  be  characterized  as  a  period 
of  real  recession,”  he  concluded. 


c^Vow. . . Tell HerYou  Love  Her 

IN  AVERY  SPECIAL  WAY 
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diamonds  ...  yet  the  resemblance  I 
is  so  striking,  many  experts  have! 
been  fooled.  a 

Comes  with  beautiful  velvety-finish  gift  box  and  separate 
shipping  carton  Send  check  or  money  order  today.  This 
offer  is  limited!  Orders  arriving  after  stock  is  sold  out.  will 
be  returned  to  senders  promptly' 
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Church  not  serving  the  aged 

U.S.  Commissioner  cites  ‘sins  of  omission’ 


A  42-foot  tall  Christ  in  ' Redemption ’ 

MARKINA,  Philippines  —  Sculptor  Eduardo  Castrillo 
spends  a  moment  alone  at  ‘The  Redemption,”  his  work  at 
Loyola  Memorial  Park  in  Marikina,  a  Manila  suburb.  The 
basic  subject  of  the  work  is  the  Last  Supper  but  the  artist  says 
he  tried  to  "crystallize”  the  great  mystery  of  the  death, 
passion  and  resurrection  of  Christ  in  the  sculpture. 


The  13  figures  are  set  in  a  circular  base,  made  from  tons  of 
brass  sheets  which  were  painstakingly  cut,  shaped,  polished 
and  welded  together.  At  42  feet.  Christ  is  the  dominant  figure, 
standing  almost  twice  as  tall  as  the  others. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


DENVER  (RNS)  —  Many  older  per¬ 
sons  live  in  despair  rather  than  hope,  and 
if  this  situation  continues  “it  will,  to  a 
considerable  degree,  be  due  to  sins  of 
omission  on  the  part  of  members  of  the 
religious  community,”  Dr.  Arthur  S. 
Flemming,  a  United  Methodist 
layperson,  said  here. 

The  U.S.  Commissioner  on  Aging  told  a 
group  meeting  on  “The  Church  and  the 
Elderly,”  sponsored  by  the  Colorado 
Council  of  Churches,  that  the  religious 
community  is  not  living  up  to  its 
obligation  of  serving  the  aging. 

Dr.  Flemming,  former  Secretary  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  was  the 
keynote  speaker. 

He  told  the  300  participants  that  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  aging  “must  be  built  on  the 
foundation  of  the  local  church  and 
synagogue." 

“I  have  often  felt,”  he  said,  “that  the 
church  and  the  synagogue  present  one  of 
the  greatest  resources  in  the  area  of 
serving  older  persons.  And  as  a  whole, 
the  religious  community  isn’t  living  up  to 
that  potential.” 

Dr.  Flemming,  a  past-president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  believes 
churches  should  be  sponsoring  and  en¬ 
couraging  visitations  to  older  persons, 
whether  they  live  in  private  residences  or 
nursing  homes. 

“Many  older  persons  are  isolated  from 


‘Pro-life' 


30,000  mass  to  support 
anti-abortion  legislation 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  A 
massive  right-to-life  rally,  involving 
more  than  30,000  adherents  of  an  effort  to 
reverse  the  1S73  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
rulings  on  abortion,  was  staged  on  the 
steps  of  .he  Capital  here,  spilling  over 
into  Co  sessional  offices  and  pouring 
out  a  new  vave  of  support  for  a  “pro-life” 
amendment  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution. 

Some  estimates  of  the  crowds  ran  as 
high  as  50,000  persons  from  "nearly 
every  state,”  including  Hawaii,  and  the 
rally  and  subsequent  “march  for  life” 
around  the  capitol  was  described  as  the 
largest  "pro-life”  gathering  ever. 

The  demonstration  marked  the  second 
year  of  the  Jan.  11,  1973  court  decision, 
which  largely  overturned  most  state 
abortion  laws,  had  been  observed  in  a 
similar  way,  although  the  1973  crowd 
estimates  ranged  from  5,000  to  20,000. 

At  the  close  of  the  all-afternoon  rally 
and  march,  chief  organizer  Nellie  J. 
Gray  of  Washington.  D.  C.,  got  an 
enthusiastically  affirmative  ~  response 
from  the  demonstrators  (who  included 
large  numbers  of  high  school-age  young 
people  but  few  blacks)  to  her  suggestion 
of  not  organizing  another  rally  next  Jan. 
22  but  three-a-year  if  this  year’s  demon¬ 
stration  "doesn’t  make  an  impact  on 
Congress.' 

Chief  purpose  of  the  demonstration 
was  to  urge  Congress  to  pass  a  “human 
life”  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
which  would,  in  effect,  overturn  the 
Supreir  irt’s  controversial  decisions 
by  exte  v.'tng  the  "right  to  life”  to  the 
unborn  and  thus  "outlaw”  abortion. 

Participants,  according  to  Ms.  Gray, 
spent  part  of  the  day  visiting,  or 
attempting  to  visit,  their  Senators  and 
Congress  members  to  advise  them  of 
their  position  on  the  right-to-life  issue. 

Four  senators  and  14  members  of 
Congress  (four  of  them  new  to  this 
session)  addressed  the  rally  on  the  West 
steps  of  the  Capitol,  as  did  Roman 
Catholic.  Protestant  and  Jewish  religious 
leaders  and  representatives  of  right-to- 
life  groups. 

The  rally  was  held  in  two  parts,  begin¬ 
ning  just  after  lunch  and  lasting  until  3 
p.m.,  followed  by  the  march  until  about  4 
p.m..  and  a  concluding  rally  and  “cele¬ 
bration  of  life”  on  the  Capitol  steps, 
ending  just  before  5  p.m. 

In  the  morning,  a  “prayer  breakfast 


for  life”  service,  with  Roman  Catholic 
and  Protestant  clergymen  and  a  rabbi 
participating  along  with  two  Seantors 
and  a  Congressman,  was  held  at  the 
Statler-Hilton  Hotel  in  downtown  Wash¬ 
ington,  sponsored  by  five  pro-life  groups. 

The  crowd  at  the  Capitol,  which  spilled 
over  the  sidewalks  and  steps  to  the 
snow-covered  lawn,  carried  hundreds  of 
placards  and  banners  expressing  a 
variety  of  views  on  abortion,  all  the  way 
from  "Abortion  Did  This  To  Jesus  Christ. 
What  Are  You  Doing?”  to  "Stop  the 
Murder  of  Unborn  Babies.” 

During  their  visits  with  their  legis¬ 
lators  the  participants  brought  with  them 
red  roses,  which  the  pro-life  movement 
has  adopted  as  its  "symbol  of  life”  and 
opposition  to  abortion.  Many  of  them  left 
the  roses  in  Congressional  offices. 

It  was  reported  that  Sen.  Jacob  Javits 
(R-N.Y.),  who  said  he  favored  the 
Supreme  Court  rulings,  had  received 
more  than  500  roses,  which,  an  aide  said, 
were  delivered  to  Children’s  Hospital 
here. 

Ms.  Gray  said  that  more  than  18,000 
roses  had  been  sold  to  rally  participants 
by  the  March  For  Life  Committee  for  $2  a 
piece,  with  half  of  the  proceeds  going 
towards  expenses  of  the  rally  and  march, 
the  “heaviest”  paying  for  printing,  and 
renting  the  sound  equipment  used  at  the 
Capitol. 

Ms.  Gray,  a  Catholic  attorney  original¬ 
ly  from  Texas  who  has  lived  in  Washing¬ 
ton  for  the  past  22  years,  is  retired  from 
federal  service  and  has  been  devoting 
full  time  to  the  right-to-life  movement  for 
the  last  two  years. 

She  was  also  chief  organizer  for  the 
1974  March  for  Life  here. 

The  purpose  of  the  March  for  Life,  she 
said,  is  expressed  in  a  statement  entitled 
"Life  Principles,”  adopted  by  the  March 
for  Life  Committee,  whose  15  members 
come  from  seven  Eastern  states  and 
Washington. 

It  states  the  "right  to  life  of  each 
human  being  shall  be  preserved  and 
protected”  from  fertilization  of  the  ovum 
in  the  womb  and  "throughout  the  natural 
continuum  of  that  human  being’s  life  by 
all  available  ordinary  means  and  reason¬ 
able  efforts.” 

The  statement  also  recommends  and 
urges,  "persuant  to  these  principles,” 


the  adoption  of  a  "mandatory  human  life 
amendment  to  the  Constitution.” 

Sen.  James  L.  Buckley  (C-N.Y.),  who 
said  he  would  re-introduce  on  Jan.  23  a 
resolution  extending  the  "right  to  life 


Youth  design  church  and 
learn  about  theology 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

MILFORD,  Del.  —  Why  put  a  tall 
steeple  on  a  church  building?  To  be 
closer  to  heaven?  Where  is  heaven,  any¬ 
way? 

What  is  an  altar  for  —  sacrifice  or 
communion,  or  both? 

With  such  theological  subtleties  to 
handle,  the  youth  at  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  here  discovered 
recently  that  there’s  more  to  designing  a 
church  than  merely  drawing  a  pretty 
picture. 

The  blueprint  they  i inally  came  up  with 
was  fairly  traditional,  according  to  ar¬ 
chitect-church  school  teacher  R.  Calvin 
Gendaniel,  who  planned  and  headed  a 
teaching  team  for  the  special  unit  on 
church  design. 

But  one  thing  was  sure:  the  young 
people  were  prepared  to  defend  their 
design  theologically  —  which  is  more 
than  many  an  adult  building  committee 
is  able  to  do,  their  teacher  maintains. 

As  an  architect  of  church  buildings, 
Mr.  Clendaniel  said  he  is  often  surprised 
at  the  sketchy  liturgical  knowledge 
which  goes  into  the  planning  of  churches. 

So  he  designed  a  four-week  curriculum 
unit  for  grades  7-12,  pulled  together  a 
teaching  team,  and  established  a  goal :  to 
help  the  youth  express  graphically  a  set 
of  thoughtfully-examined  beliefs  about 
worship. 

Approximately  20  youth  dealt  with  a 
stimulating  questionnaire  on  church 

10  obstacles 


symbols.  They  held  small-group 
discussions  about  what  is  essential  to 
worship  and  what  is  merely  conducive. 
They  worked  their  way  through  design 
concepts  as  traditional  as  Gothic  win¬ 
dows  and  as  ‘way-out  as  a  sanctuary 
centered  among  golf  greens. 

Ultimately,  they  came  up  with  a 
building  which  is  simple,  semi-circular 
and  cross -dominated  —  a  blend,  Mr. 
Clendaniel  says,  of  old  and  new,  but  more 
conservative  than  he  would  have  ex¬ 
pected. 

"They  wanted  a  feeling  of  closeness,” 
he  recalled,  “so  they  used  pews  instead 
of  individual  seats,  and  they  put  the  choir 
right  down  in  the  pews.” 

The  young  architects  also  provided  a 
few  comfortable  seats,  for  those  with 
special  needs,  and  they  reserved  an  area 
for  handicapped  people  in  wheelchairs. 
Stained  glass  windows  were  “in,”  for 
tradition’s  sake,  and  plastic  flowers  were 
definitely  "out,”  the  youth  decided. 

Mr.  Clendaniel  told  TM/  UMR  the 
building,  which  seats  200,  could  be  built 
and  furnished  for  $150,000. 

The  blueprint  now  graces  a  place  of 
honor  in  an  Avenue  UMC  showcase. 

Mr.  Clendaniel  says  he  is  pleased  with 
the  experiment.  “How  many  of  us  have  to 
translate  our  beliefs  into  concrete  ex¬ 
pression?  To  do  this,  our  youth  had  to 
come  to  grips  with  some  pretty  basic 
issues.  I  told  them  I  would  accept  any 
design  they  could  justify.  They  did  some 
hard  thinking.” 


What  a  growing  church 
doesn’t  do— says  pastor 
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a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
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plete.  confidential  service  on  your  proolems. 
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Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 

Write:  Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor. 

Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  (408)-375-5125. 
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and  Resldentltl  Child  Care  Home,  Frakes, 

Ky..  serving  Appalachian  children  and  youth- 
Salary.  room,  board,  fringe  benefits  provided. 
Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

United  Methodist  Church.  Contact:  Rev. 
Donald  Stllwell.  Henderson  Settlement. 
Frakes.  Ky.  40940,  or  call  (806)-337-3613. 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

A  church  that  wants  to  grow  must 
avoid  10  obstacles,  says  Robert  H. 
Schuller,  successful  pastor  of  Garden 
Grove  Community  Church  in  California 

And  he  should  know!  Dr.  Schuller 
began  his  ministry  in  1955  at  a  rented 
drive-in  theater  with  $500  and  the 
membership  of  his  wife.  Arvella,  and  has 
guided  the  church  to  a  present  member¬ 
ship  of  7.100  and  an  annual  budget  of  S4 
million. 

A  chapter  in  his  book  “Your  Church 
Has  Real  Possibilities”  (Regal  Book, 
G/L  Publications,  1974)  lays  out  his 
secret  of  10  growth-restricting  obstar  'es. 

Number  one  obstacle  is  the  ide?  it 
"it  just  happens  without  cause  or  ort 
by  the  church  and  its  leadership,  'lost 
churches  that  fail  do  so,  he  says,  because 
they  never  really  planned  to  succeed. 

A  second  obstacle  is  the  preacher 
whose  vocabulary  is  theological, 
academic  and  overly  orthodox. 

Dull  worship  services  rank  third  and 
sermons  and  programs  which  emphasize 
the  negative  rather  than  the  hope,  joy 
and  love  of  the  gospel  come  next. 

A  "successful”  church  is  not  one  that 
gains  its  members  from  denominational 
transfers.  "No  church  deserves  to 
grow,”  Dr.  Schuller  claims,  "unless  its 
purpose  is  to  win  non-churched  people  to 
Jesus  Christ. 

I  frequently  tell  people  that  I  work  as 
if  our  church  were  the  only  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  all  of  Orange  County  and 
the  salvation  of  all  the  souls  depended 
upon  us  alone. 

"Now  I  know  full  well  that  there  are 


hundreds  of  beautiful  and  wonderful 
churches  in  the  county  that  are  pro¬ 
claiming  the  gospel  as  effectively,  and 
many  more  effectively,  than  we  are.  But 
if  all  churches  took  the  attitude  that  they, 
and  they  alone,  were  responsible  for  the 
whole  county,  the  entire  non-churched 
populace  would  be  so  overwhelmed  by 
the  dynamism,  the  energy,  the  vitality  of 
the  body  of  Christ  in  its  witnessing  move¬ 
ment  that  conversions  would  take  place 
by  the  thousands!” 

Don’t  be  afraid  of  debt,  he  next 
cautions.  He  offers  three  "never”  guide¬ 
lines:  1)  "Never  borrow  to  the  extent 
that  it  will  whittle  away  your  net  worth: 
2)  Never  borrow  money  to  pay  for 
interest  on  debt;  and  3)  Never  borrow 
more  than  you  can  amortize  over  a 
20-year  period.” 

The  last  four  obstacles  are:  doubt  and 
confusion  about  the  reality  of  God; 
distractions  which  divert  energy  from 
the  evangelistic  mission  of  the  church;  a 
controversial  pulpit  (“Controversy 
should  be  handled  in  a  classroom  where  a 
person  feels  he  is  not  being  indoctrinated 
without  a  chance  to  ask  questions” ) ;  and 
short-sighted  leadership. 

Dr.  Schuller  adds  an  eleventh  obstacle 
—  impossibility  thinking.  “Undoubtedly 
the  most  widespread  obstacle  to  suc¬ 
cess,"  he  says,  “is  the  person  who  looks 
for  reasons  why  something  won’t  work 
instead  of  visualizing  ways  in  which  it 
could  work." 

One  of  the  main  events  of  the  20th  anni¬ 
versary  celebration  of  the  Garden  Grove 
ministry  will  be  the  First  Convocation  on 
Church  Growth,  Feb.  11-20  designed  to 
"share  the  success  principles  that  have 
worked  for  us  with  other  church 
leaders.” 


society  and  suffer  great  loneliness,”  he 
declared. 

These  visits  would  not  only  acquaint 
the  community  with  the  needs  of  the 
elderly  but  "would  cause  more  and  more 
people  to  become  aroused  about  the 
indefensible  conditions  that  exist  in 
some  nursing  homes,”  he  said.  “When 
people  see  some  of  the  nursing  homes, 
they  would  demand  action  and  change.” 

Churches  should  be  providing  older 
persons  opportunities  for  involvement  in 
social  life,  church  life,  and  information 
on  new  careers,  he  held. 

Dr.  Flemming  criticized  compulsory 
retirement  in  government  and  private 
business,  describing  it  as  “agism"  in 
today’s  society. 

“Our  society  is  dedicated  to  a  system 

Survey  shows 


which  puts  the  aging  on  the  shelf  at  a 
given  age,”  he  continued.  “We  are 
passing  over  an  opportunity  for  utilizing 
older  persons  in  life  solely  because 
they’re  older.  They  can  make  a  unique 
contribution  to  our  society.” 

He  noted  some  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment’s  programs  for  keeping  older 
citizens  involved  in  activities  and  said  it 
is  the  responsibility  of  local 
congregations  to  “recognize  the  needs 
and  link  the  older  members  up  with  these 
programs. 

“It  is  the  prayer  of  millions  that  their 
last  days  will  be  their  best,”  he  con¬ 
cluded.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
religious  community,  he  feels,  to  help 
make  this  prayer  come  true. 


Religion  affected  by 
mobility  in  childhood 


...  to  all  human  beings,  including  their 
unborn  offspring,”  told  the  crowd  that 
their  presence  "makes  Jan.  22  a  day  not 
of  infamy,  but  of  hope.”  “You  are  here 
today  testifying  with  your  lifes,”  he  said. 


GREENSBORO,  N.C.  (RNS)  —  A 
study  here  reveals  that  high  mobility 
during  childhood  tends  to  have  a 
significant  lowering  effect  on  the 
religious  attitudes  of  individuals  in 
adulthood. 

Frequent  moves  during  adult  years  or 
residence  in  a  foreign  country  appear  to 
have  no  significant  effect  on  an  in¬ 
dividual’s  religious  attitudes. 

The  study  by  Ruth  MacDonald  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Greensboro  showed  that  high  mobility 
during  childhood  resulted  in  lower 
religious  attitude  scores  as  measured  by 
the  Poppleton-Pilkington  Religious 
Attitude  Scale. 

The  test  places  individuals  on  a  con¬ 
tinuum  ranging  from  40  (anti-religious) 
to  136  (pro-religious)  based  on  their 
responses  to  21  questions  which  measure 
religious  attitudes. 

“I  think  the  study  points  up  the  im¬ 
portance  of  mobile  persons  having  a  well 
defined  religious  belief,”  said  Mrs. 
MacDonald,  the  daughter  of  a  railroad 
employee  who  has  been  mobile  most  of 
her  life. 

“I’ve  moved  24  times.  That’s  no 


record,  but  it  was  enough  to  make  me 
aware  of  some  of  the  effects  it  has  on 
individuals,"  she  said.  Her  study  was 
conducted  as  part  of  the  requirements  for 
her  master  of  science  degree  in  home 
economics. 

“I  have  always  fell  that  mobile  people 
have  a  greater  need  for  a  religious  faith 
than  non-mobile  people,  Mrs.  Mac¬ 
Donald.  an  Episcopalian  said. 

“One  of  the  things  that  religion  gives 
you  is  a  sense  of  belonging  and  a  sense  of 
purpose  in  life.  It  also  gives  you  a  sense 
of  security.” 

She  cautioned  that  her  study  results 
should  not  be  interpreted  to  mean  that 
high  mobility  during  childhood  is 
necessarily  negative  .  .  . 

Mrs.  MacDonald  said  she  interpreted 
the  lower  religious  attitude  scores  of 
persons  who  had  been  highly  mobile 
during  childhood  as  "showing  greater 
tolerance  for  other  religions  and  a  more 
open  mindedness  concerning  some  of  the 
more  dogmatic  questions  which  had  to  be 
answered.” 

“Mobile  families  will  need  to  be  made 
aware  that  extra  effort  will  be  required, 
on  their  part,  to  instill  a  firm  religious 
faith  in  their  children,”  she  said. 


L.M.  youth  design  a  church 


MILFORD,  Del.  —  Ann  Johnson  and  Brian  Adams  examine  the  blueprint  of  a 
church  they  helped  design  with  their  architect-teacher  Calvin  Clendaniel  at  Avenue 
UMC  here.  Mr.  Clendaniel  headed  a  team  that  planned  the  curriculum  unit  and  led 
the  youth  through  four  weeks  of  study  on  worship,  theology  and  the  practical 
problems  of  church  design,  [see  related  story.] 


Navajo  says  her 
people  returning 
to  Christianity 

FARMINGTON.  N.M.  (UMN)  -  "A  lot 
of  the  Navajo  people  are  coming  back  to 
Christianity,"  said  Mrs.  Sophie  Thomp¬ 
son,  a  resource  person  to  the  recent 
Consultation  on  Ministries  with  the 
Navajos  held  here  at  the  United 
Methodist  Mission  School. 

“They  need  the  church  for  their  own 
strength,”  said  Mrs.  Thompson. 

Mrs.  Thompson  was  one  of  eight 
persons  secured  from  the  Navajo  Tribal 
Council  to  participate  in  the  consultation 
designed  to  bring  about  a  clearer  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  Navajo  culture  on  the 
part  of  the  leadership  in  the  Northwest 
Texas  —  New  Mexico  Area  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Mrs.  Thompson  said  the  Christian  faith 
offered  youth  a  model  to  live  by. 
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:nary  School  of  Church  Careers  offers  unique  aid 


By  DR.  BENTLEY  SLOANE 
The  Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers  is  a  unique  feature  of  Centenary 
College,  preparing  students  for  careers 
in  the  pastoral  ministry,  Christian 
education,  church  music,  home  and 
foreign  missions,  and  in  specialties  such 
as  directors  of  children,  youth  and  adult 
ministries. 

It  is  a  “school  within  a  school” 
designed  to  produce  college  graduates 
who  are  ready  for  church  careers  on 
graduation,  or  if  they  prefer,  to  enter 
theological  seminaries  for  professional 
degrees. 

The  School  was  bom  out  of  serious  need 
for  workers  in  local  churches.  These 
churches  need  persons  who  are  trained  to 
serve  immediately  upon  graduation  from 
college.  The  program  at  Centenary 
makes  this  possible  by  arrangement  of 
majors  and  supervised  work  in  local 
churches  within  a  radius  of  100  miles 
from  Shreveport. 

The  C.S.C.C.  was  created  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  college  after  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes,  Jr.,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  presented  the  basic  purpose 
and  plan  of  the  new  venture. 

Early  in  September  1974  over  100  young 
people  responded  to  the  call  of  “Pioneer 
’74”  and  came  to  Centenary’s  campus  for 
an  orientation  period  under  the  direction 
of  David  Stone,  minister  of  youth  at  First 
Church,  Shreveport.  These  students  were 
from  all  parts  of  the  U.  S.,  and  one  came 
from  as  far  away  as  Wales. 

Administrative  Organization 

The  Rev.  David  Dykes  is  coordinator  of 
the  School,  and  the  Rev.  David  Stone  is 
coordinator  of  student  life.  Since  the 
program  is  geared  into  the  general 
college  curriculum  through  the 
Department  of  Religion,  Dr.  Robert  Ed 
Taylor,  college  chaplain,  is  coordinator 
of  academic  affairs.  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy, 
head  of  the  Department  of  Religion, 
serves  as  counselor  in  selection  of  majors 
for  the  B.A.  degree.  Dr.  Will  Andress, 
choir  director,  guides  the  students  who 
are  interested  in  church  music  through 
this  department  in  the  college. 

Two  other  professors  offer  basic 
courses  in  the  C.S.C.C.  program  -  Dr. 
Alton  Hancock,  associate  professor  of 
history,  and  Dr.  L.  Hughes  Cox,  associate 
professor  of  philosophy.  In  addition  to  the 
special  courses,  students  are  enrolled  in 


regular  courses  in  all  other  departments 
of  Centenary. 

Special  Features 

The  School  of  Church  Careers  offers 
full  work  scholarships  to  all  students  who 
need  this  help,  amounting  to  $2550  for 
twelve  months  for  each.  The  student  is 
then  required  to  work  20  hours  a  week  in 
local  churches  or  in  other  jobs  to  cover 
the  cost.  Churches  which  use  the  students 
on  their  staffs  are  asked  to  provide  a  full 
scholarship  each  and  to  supervise  the 
work  of  the  student  as  part  of  the 
student’s  requirement  for  graduation. 
This  money  is  paid  into  the  C.S.C.C. 
Foundation  which  in  turn  provides  the 
funds  for  operation  of  the  program. 
Students  are  assigned  to  churches  on  the 
basis  of  experience,  ability,  special 
skills,  career  plans,  and  interests. 

David  Stone’s  work  with  the  students 
has  brought  enthusiastic  response.  Each 
Monday  afternoon  the  entire  group  meets 
in  a  “Serendipity  Session”  under  his 
leadership.  This  is  a  laboratory  ex¬ 
perience  in  small  group  settings.  All 
aspects  of  the  Christian  life  as  com¬ 
munity  become  self-evident.  In  this  way 
C.S.C.C.  becomes  a  support  community, 
making  the  strength  of  all  in  Christ 
available  to  the  individual  member. 
David  Stone  is  one  of  the  national 
•li rectors  of  the  Serendipity  workshops, 
and  is  involved  in  weekend  workshops  in 
cities  all  over  the  U.S.  He  uses  this 
program  as  one  means  of  recruiting 
students  for  the  C.S.C.C. 

The  personal  counseling  program  is 
another  special  feature.  This  Centenary 
program  provides  personal  counseling 
in-depth  step-by-step  from  enrollment  to 
graduation.  This  personal  guidance  is  in 
addition  to  careful  career  guidance. 

The  C.S.C.C.  has  been  received  with 
enthusiasm  by  the  college  community 
and  the  churches  in  the  Ark-La-Tex  area. 
Plans  are  being  formed  to  contact  all 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  for 
students  and  scholarships  and  to  make 
available  students  for  weekend  jobs.  A 
recruitment  program  is  being  developed 
and  a  50%  increase  is  anticipated  for  the 
fall  of  1975. 

Participating  Churches 

The  following  churches  are  carrying 
full  scholarships  or  more  and  have 
students  assigned  to  them:  Noel 


Pastors  of  the  Hammond  District  recently  met  with  District  Superintendent 
William  Fraser  to  make  plans  for  the  District-Wide  Evangelism  Rally  at  the 
auditorium  at  Southeastern  University.  February  9.  at  3:30  p.m.  Bishop  Crutchfield 
will  be  the  speaker,  and  a  100-voice  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Gary  Halley, 
director  of  Slidell  First  Church's  choir,  will  be  heard. 

Petitions  for  General 
Conference  are  invited 


The  General  Conference  is  the 
legislative  body  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  which  meets  every  four  years  to 
set  the  policies  and  rules  of  the  church, 
later  to  be  published  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline.  All  United  Methodist  mem¬ 
bers  have  the  right  and  the  available 
procedure  for  petitioning  the  General 
Conference  to  bring  about  change  in  the 
way  the  church  functions.  Although  the 
General  Conference  will  not  be  in  session 
until  the  spring  of  1976,  the  petitioning 
process  may  begin  now. 

The  question  has  often  been  asked: 
How  can  some  individual  United 
Methodist  member  have  an  impact  upon 
the  Discipline  and  the  policies  of  the 
church?  The  following  simple  steps  are 
recommended:  1.  See  your  minister  and 
gel  a  copy  of  his  Book  of  Discipline;  read 
paragraph  609  on  page  196,  which 
outlines  the  basic  procedure.  2.  Write 
your  petition  according  to  paragraph  609, 
get  the  support  of  your  local  church’s 
Council  on  Ministries  and/  or  the 
Administrative  Board  and/  or  the 
Annual  Church  Conference  as  co¬ 
sponsors  if  you  can.  3.  If  you  wish,  send 
your  petition  and  your  reasons  for  so 
petitioning  to  the  Conference  Program 
Director  (the  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  P.O. 
Box  4325.  Shreveport.  La.  71104)  or  to  the 
Area  Provost  (Dr  Ralph  Cain,  1114 


American  Bank  Bldg.,  New  Orleans,  La. 
70130). 

You  may  request  that  your  petition  be 
referred  to  the  appropriate  board  or 
committee  for  concurrence  and  referral 
to  the  Annual  Conference  session  which 
meets  in  May.  This  strengthens  the 
petition.  If  you  wish,  however,  you  may 
send  your  petition  directly  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Annual  Conference, 
board  or  committee,  in  whose  category 
the  petition  may  be  said  to  exist. 
However,  if  for  any  reason  you  do  not 
wish  to  go  through  these  channels,  or  if 
you  fail  to  secure  the  support  of  the 
Annual  Conference  or  the  boards  in¬ 
volved,  you  can  still  send  your  petition 
directly  to  the  General  Conference 
secretary.  Dr.  J.  B.  Holt,  Perkins  School 
of  Theology.  Southern  Methodis 
University,  Dallas,  Texas  75275.  He 
cannot  accept  petitions  after  March  1, 
1976. 

It  is  advised  that  you  be  precise  in  your 
wording,  and  that  you  make  clear  what 
you  wish  to  add  to.  delete  from,  or 
otherwise  change  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline.  Strengthen  your  petition  with 
as  many  co-sponsoring  individuals  or 
official  church  groups  as  you  can  secure. 
If  you  have  a  problem  or  question,  get  in 
touch  with  one  of  the  persons  mentioned 
above.  It  is  your  church,  and  your  voice 
may  be  heard  in  this  fashion. 


Beth  Jo  Scott  of  Slidell  and  Mark  Messinger  (center)  of  Shreveport  are  two 
students  signed  up  for  the  School  of  Church  Careers  at  Centenary  College.  Shown  in 
Brown  Memorial  Chapel,  they  are  flanked  by  J.  David  Stone,  lecturer  in  religion  and 
coordinator  for  the  program  (left)  and  Chaplain  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  the  director  of 
the  CSCC. 


Memorial,  Shreveport;  Broadmoor, 
Shreveport;  First  Church,  Shreveport; 
Christ  Church,  Shreveport,  First 
Presbyterian,  Shreveport;  Kingshigh- 
way  Christian,  Shreveport;  St.  Marks’ 
Episcopal,  Shreveport;  Mangum  Memo¬ 
rial,  Shreveport:  SL.., Johns’  Berchmans 
Catholic,  Shreveport. 

Also,  First  Church,  Minden;  Lakeview, 
Minden;  First  Church,  Natchitoches; 
First  Church,  Vivian;  First  Church, 
Springhill;  First  Church,  Marshall, 
Texas;  First  Church,  Overton,  Texas. 


Churches  carrying  partial  scholarship 
include:  Cedar  Grove,  Shreveport; 
Lakeview,  Shreveport;  North  Highlands, 
Shreveport;  Wynn  Memorial,  Shreve¬ 
port;  Barksdale,  Bossier  City;  St.  Ste¬ 
phens',  Bossier  City;  First  Church, 
Alexandria. 

Other  churches  in  Louisiana,  Texas 
and  Arkansas  are  using  C.S.C.C.  students 
this  second  semester.  Those  churches 
desiring  student  workers  are  urged  to 
contact  the  C.S.C.C.  Office,  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport. 


RI0RITIES 


By  RAY  BRANTON 

Growing  churches  are  found  only  in 
affluent  suburbs  and  in  the  downtowns  of 
big  cities.  Right?  Wrong.  Some  small 
membership  churches  in  small  towns  or 
in  the  open  country  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  have  grown  as  much  as  35% 
in  membership  in  1974.  Four  churches 
which  have  experienced  substantial 
growth  are  the  Bernice  and  Calhoun 
Churches  in  the  Ruston  District,  the  New 
River  Church  in  the  Hammond  District, 
and  the  Macedonia  Church  in  the 
Alexandria  District. 

Pastors  of  these  churches  all  give  first 
credit  to  God,  and  cite  numerous  ways 
God  has  worked  through  them  and  their 
people.  The  Rev.  Tommy  Logan,  pastor 
of  the  New  River  Church,  reports  new 
fellowship  and  recreational  activities,  a 
revitalized  youth  program,  personal 
witnessing  and  a  rekindling  of  love  as  key 
factors.  He  writes.  “These  people  have 
experienced  a  new  awakening  in  their 
spiritual  life.” 

The  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor,  pastor  at 
Bernice,  states  their  growth  is  “not  due 
to  any  particular  program  or  emphasis. 
We  have  tried  to  move  away  from  the 
idea  of  doing  evangelism  to  that  of  being 
evangelists  constantly."  The  Reverend 
Taylor  reports  that  most  people  who 

Noel  Gaines  dies 

Funeral  services  were  held  for  the 
Rev.  Noel  Gaines  on  January  16  in  the 
Asbury  Church,  Algiers.  He  died  on 
January  12  after  a  brief  illness. 

Funeral  services  held 
for  Mrs.  J.  Roddy  Taylor 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  J.  Roddy 
Taylor  (27)  killed  in  an  automobile 
accident,  were  conducted  at  the  Bernice 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Wednesday, 
January  29.  with  the  Reverends  Edward 
R.  Thomas  and  Kirby  Vining  officiating. 
She  was  the  wife  of  the  pastor  of  the 
Bernice  Church.  Interment  was  at 
Sibley. 

The  accident  occured  near  Lisbon  on 
January  27.  Five-year-old  Stephanie  was 
seriously  injured  and  is  now  in  the 
Lincoln  General  Hospital,  Ruston. 

Mrs.  Taylor,  the  former  Carolyn  Gray 
of  Sibley,  is  survived  by  her  husband. 
Rev.  J  Roddy  Taylor,  two  daughters, 
Stephanie  and  Jennifer  and  her  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  Gray  of  Sibley, 
one  sister  and  one  brother 


Bishop’s  Message 

“Every  year  55,000  people  are  killed  in  the  U.S.  in  automobile  accidents,  60 
percent  of  which  are  a  result  of  drunken  driving,”  said  a  U.S.  Marine  chaplain, 
Philip  Nicholas,  who  recently  spoke  to  a  large  gathering  of  Presbyterian 
women  in  Asheville,  North  Carolina.  “In  ten  years  45,500  were  killed  m 
Vietnam,  and  our  nation  rose  up  and  demanded  the  cessation  of  the  war.  Why 
are  we  not  strongly  protesting  the  drunken  driver?”  he  asked.  Protesting  the 
death  of  two  highway  patrolmen  killed  by  a  man  arrested  for  drunken  driving, 
the  Marine  captain  stated,  “If  alcoholism  is  a  disease,  it  is  the  only  disease  I 
know  that  is  contracted  by  an  act  of  will.  It  is  the  only  disease  that  is  bottled  and 
sold  with  a  license  that  produces  revenue  for  the  government.  It  is  the  only 
disease  that  openly  promotes  crime,  is  habit  forming,  and  is  given  as  a  present 
at  Christmas.” 

The  Marine  officer,  who  comes  from  a  tradition  of  “telling  it  like  it  is.”  asked 
for  greater  sensitivity  and  a  more  responsible  conscience.  He  has  spoken  a  good 
and  proper  word. 


Faithfully 


- 


JUajlsO 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Church  Women  United 
meet  in  Lake  Charles 


The  Annual  Assembly  of  Church 
Women  United  in  Louisiana  will  meet  in 
Lake  Charles  on  April  3-4,  1975,  at  the 
First  Christian  Church. 

Using  the  theme,  “In  all  thy  ways 
acknowledge  Him,  and  He  will  direct  thy 
paths,”  the  three  sessions  will  explore 
the  present  activities  of  church  women  in 
Louisiana,  join  in  an  ecumenical 
celebration  of  worship,  and  consider  the 
challenges  which  the  future  holds. 

Some  of  the  specific  topics  to  be 
discussed  in  panel  and  small  groups  are: 
ways  in  which  church  women  are  par¬ 
ticipating  in  government;  the 
Emergency  School  Act  program; 
assistance  to  and  cooperation  with 
women  in  the  state  prison  at  St.  Gabriel ; 
world  hunger  and  means  of  contributing 
to  the  present  emergency  requests  for 
help;  and  how  problems  of  aging  can  be 
met  by  participation  in  local  programs. 

On  the  evening  of  April  3,  represen¬ 
tatives  of  different  faiths,  races  and 
communions  will  join  in  a  service  using 
the  theme  “Acknowledge  Him!”  Our 
oneness  in  God  will  be  celebrated  in 
music,  litany,  liturgical  dance,  and 


ancient  and  contemporary  words. 

Among  those  taking  part  in  the  two-day 
program  will  be:  Mrs.  Ralph  Holland, 
Austin,  Texas,  state  chairperson  for 
Citizen  Action;  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
Baton.  Rouge,  president  of  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference;  Rabbi  Stephen 
Peskind,  Lake  Charles;  Mrs.  Sidney  J. 
Guillot,  Minden;  and  Mrs.  William  A. 
Haskell,  Delhi,  president  of  CWU  in 
Louisiana.  Mrs.  Haskell  is  wife  of  the 
pastor  of  the  Delhi  United  Methodist 
Church. 

United  Methodist  Women  are  members 
of  CWU  through  their  denominational 
affiliation.  All  sessions  of  the  Assembly 
are  open  to  the  public  in  order  to  share 
the  information  and  inspiration  avail¬ 
able  through  the  sessions. 

Housing  headquarters  will  be  the 
Belmont  Motel,  Highway  90,  Lake 
Charles.  The  registrar  is  Mrs.  William 
Lyford,  4411  Tamarack,  Lake  Charles, 
La .70601.  Afeeof  $2.00  will  be  charged  to 
help  defray  Assembly  expenses. 

All  United  Methodist  Women  and  other 
interested  persons  are  urged  and  invited 
to  attend. 


have  joined  their  church  this  year  have 
first  become  interested  through  some 
significant  encounter  with  a  member  of 
the  church. 

The  Rev.  C.  H.  Green,  pastor  of  the 
Macedonia  Church,  says  their  growth 
came  from  a  home  to  home  canvass 
throughout  the  community.  Mr.  Green 
says,  “We  are  using  for  a  subject,  ‘The 
Coming  Spiritual  Awakening.’  The 
awakening  will  come,  if  it  does,  as  a 
result  of  sacrifice.  No  Christian  advance 
has  ever  been  made  without  sacrifice. 
The  days  for  Christian  heroism  are  not 
past.” 

The  Calhoun  Church’s  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Alton  M.  Brown,  credits  the  fine 
reception  he  has  had  from  the  people  of 
the  charge,  and  maintaining  a  revival 
spirit  in  all  of  the  services.  “We  joyfully 
give  credit  first  to  our  Lord,”  declares 
the  Reverend  Brown. 

College  Avenue, 
Natchitoches 
reports  busy  year 
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Officers  of  the  Angola  Methodist  Men's  Club  were  installed  in  December.  When 
the  Club  was  issued  a  charter  in  December  1969,  it  was  the  only  existing  one  within  a 
prison  in  the  United  States.  The  men  at  Amgola  are  proud  of  their  organization  and 
its  work.  Newly-elected  officers  for  1975  are  shown  here  with  their  installing  officer, 
the  Rev.  James  M.  Wilkes.  Kneeling,  from  left:  James  Cripps,  Vice-President: 
Morease  Bickham,  President.  Standing,  left  to  right  Oneal  Bastion,  Jr., 
Sargent-at-Arms;  John  Mitchell,  Secretary;  the  Reverend  Wilkes ;  Harri  Matthews, 
Treasurer;  and  Barron  Smith.  Program  Chairman. 

Appointments  announced 


According  to  an  announcement  from 
Bishop  Crutchfield’s  office,  the  following 
appointments  have  been  made: 

The  Rev.  Spiller  Milton  is  assigned  to 
the  Dulac  Community  Center,  effective 
February  1,  1975. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Dunbar  is  assigned 
to  the  associate  pastorate  of  First  United 


Methodist  Church, 
March  1,  1975; 


Monroe,  effective 


The  Rev.  W.  D.  Milton  (retired)  will 
occupy  the  pulpits  and  the  pastoral  work 
at  Kentwood  and  Mr.  Herman,  effective 
February  1,  1975,  and  until  Annual 
Conference. 


James  W.  Jones 

Members  of  the  College  Avenue 
Church,  Natchitoches,  had  a  busy  year  in 
1974!  The  entire  church  plant  building 
was  repainted  and  re-roofed. 

To  finance  the  project,  members  of  the 
Mary  K  Holt  Sunday  School  Class  un¬ 
dertook  many  fund  raising  projects. 
They  were  led  by  the  Rev.  Floyd  A. 
McCarty,  who  teaches  the  class.  Many 
persons  actually  worked  on  the  building, 
and  among  them  were  W.  F.  Whitford, 
Danny  Dison,  Henry  Stevens  and  Jimmy 
Dillard. 

The  parsonage  also  received  a  new 
coat  of  paint  and  a  general  “sprucing 
up."  The  parsonage  committee  included : 
Mrs.  Mayne  Johnston,  chairperson; 
Mary  Dison;  Sandra  Ballard;  Cheryl 
Choate,  and  J.  C.  McCrory.  Volunteers 
included  Romayne  Whitford,  Karen 
Dodd,  Lee  McCrory,  James  Dodd,  Dalton 
Johnston,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  McCarty. 

Pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev.  James 
W.  Jones.  He  reports  that  attendance  is 
good  and  the  church  is  adding  new 
-members. 


Winan  UMC  constructs  Ed.  building 


A  dream  is  becoming  a  reality  for 
members  of  Winan  Church,  Franklinton, 
with  the  beginning  of  construction  on 
their  new  education  building. 

In  the  planning  stages  for  more  than 
three  years,  the  foundation  has  been  laid 
and  construction  has  begun  on  the  work 
which  will  bring  the  “dream”  to  fruition. 
The  new  building  will  include  a  spacious 


fellowship  hall,  modern  kitchen,  con¬ 
ference  room,  class  rooms,  storage, 
utility  room,  a  pastor’s  study,  choir 
room,  and  rest  rooms.  It  has  been 
planned,  architecturally,  to  blend  with 
the  present  building,  and  will  be  con¬ 
nected  to  the  sanctuary  with  a  corridor. 

Pastor  is  the  Rev.  Louis  L.  Streams. 


The  Board  of  Trustees,  building  committee,  pastor  and  members  of  the 
congregation  are  shown  inspecting  the  foundation  for  the  new  education  and 
fellowship  addition  at  Winan  Church.  District  Superintendent  William  Fraser  and 
Mrs.  Fraser  were  also  on  ho^d 
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Sex  research,  marriage  and  Christian  faith 

ou  ve  heard  of  strange  bedfellows.  searchers.  But  there  is  a  protJfem  with  such  a 


A  vision  for  the  church 


FEBRUARY  7, 1975 


The  latter  day  conclusion  by  Masters 
and  Johnson  —  the  famed  team  of  sex 
researchers  —  that  Christian  theologians 
and  clergypersons  may  be  their  allies 
rather  than  enemies  brings  that  phrase  to 
mind  ( see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue ) . 

In  past  writings.  Masters  and  Johnson 
have  been  unmerciful  in  their  criticism 
of  religion  in  general  and  Christianity  in 
particular.  After  observing  and  treating 
in  their  clinic  many  patients  with  sexual 
hangups  and  disabilities  which  reverted 
back  to  distorted  religious  outlooks. 
Masters  and  Johnson  indicated  that 
Christianity  is  generally  responsible  for 
most  of  the  world’s  hangups  about  sex. 
From  this  view,  Christianity  is  stereo¬ 
typed  as  a  rigid,  one-dimensional  tra¬ 
dition  aimed  at  repressing  normal  sexual 
tendencies.  The  knocking  down  of  this 
straw  man  is  an  exercise  that  Masters 
and  Johnson  —  and  other  sex  researchers 
—  have  repeated  many  times. 

In  their  latest  book,  however.  Masters 
and  Johnson  have  shifted  emphasis  from 
the  treatment  of  sexual  disfunctions  to 
advocating  that  “something  more"  than 
physical  satisfaction  is  necessary  be¬ 
tween  men  and  women.  That  “something 
more”  is  the  “spiritual  fulfillment” 
which  is  derived  from  a  sense  of  commit¬ 
ment  and  fidelity  between  mates. Mar¬ 
riage  should  be  “in,”  and  “swinging,” 
“sex  clinics,"  and  extramarital  sex 
should  be  "out”  according  to  the  sex  re- 


While  basing  their  conclusions 
“scientific”  findings.  Masters  and  John¬ 
son  noted  with  satisfaction  that  many 
religious  leaders  are  developing  a  “new” 
Christian  approach  to  sexuality  in  which 
“dogmatism  is  being  forced  to  yield  to 
humanism.”  And  they  call  on  religious 
leaders  to  join  them  in  emphasizing 
commitment,  loyalty,  faithfulness  and 
trust  between  marriage  partners. 

Without;rneaning  to  sound  disrespect¬ 
ful  —  because  we  genuinely  respect 
Masters'  and=  Johnson’s  work  and  the 
help  they  have  given  many  persons  with 
sexual  problems  —  these  are  normative 
values  that  the  Christian  faith  has  been 
advocating  for  centuries.  Although  fre¬ 
quently  obscured  by  those  distortions  of 
Christianity  which  says  “sex  is  dirty”  or 
“sex  is  evil,”  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  are  clear  in  affirming  the 
goodness  of  sex  and  the  significance  of 
the  marriage  covenant.  Scripture  is 
equally  clear  in  disapproving  the  abuse 
of  our  sexuality. 

The  one  great  continuing  difference 
between  Masters’  and  Johnson’s  position 
and  that  of  the  Christian  faith  is  the  basis 
for  marital  commitment.  They  maintain 
that  such  a  structure  of  relationships  is 
pragamatically  essential  to  human  ful¬ 
fillment.  If  nothing  else,  they  say,  a 
relationship  based  on  mutual  commit¬ 
ment  will  produce  greater  physical  satis¬ 
faction  than  one  which  does  not. 


How  should  we  treat  our  mistakes? 


Missionaries  who  brought  Christianity 
to  Africa  made  mistakes  —  some  of 
which  were  “devastating”  and  “far- 
reaching,”  according  to  an  article 
written  recently  by  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of  Rhodesia 
(See  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Bishop  Muzorewa  points  out  that 
although  missionaries  have  made  many 
positive  contributions  to  education, 
agriculture  and  public  health  in  Africa, 
they  also  have  made  many  negative 
contributions.  He  lists  among  these 
negative  influences  (1)  destruction  of 
African  customs  (2)  teaching  that 
Africans  did  not  previously  know 
anything  about  God  (3)  westernization  of 
Africans  (4)  paternalism  and  (5) 
denominationalism . 

Such  an  assessment  of  the  plus  and 
minus  aspects  of  more  than  200  years  of 
missionary  efforts  by  the  Christian 
church  around  the  world  are  not  new. 
And  such  criticisms  are  more  on  target 
than  askew. 

If  any  one  of  us  still  has  doubts  that 
through  the  years  many  wrongs  have 
been  committed  in  the  guise  of 


Welcome  to  Northern  Illinois  Conference 
and  new  local  church  edition  readers 


With  this  issue,  5,000  United  Methodist 
families  in  the  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference  begin  receiving  a  weekly 
conference  edition  of  the  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
This  new  edition  —  which  features 
Northern  Illinois  news  on  page  1.  plus 
three  pages  of  general  news,  features 
and  opinion  related  to  United  Methodists 
—  brings  to  24  the  number  of  conferences 
for  which  TM/  UMR  serves  as  the  of¬ 
ficial  publication. 

Additionally,  three  congregations  are 
initiating  local  church  editions  whereby 
their  news  is  published  in  combination 
with  annual  conference  and  general 
church  news  and  mailed  to  every  family 
every  week.  The  three  new  editions  — 
First  UMC,  Carlsbad.  New  Mexico  with 
550  subs;  First  UMC,  Liberty,  Missouri 
with  600;  and  Rebecca  Memorial  UMC, 
Memphis,  Tennessee  with  350-bring  the 
total  number  of  congregations 
TM/  UMR  serves  in  this  way  to  156. 

We  believe  that  our  new  readers  will 
benefit  from  this  new  flow  of  weekly- 
information  about  the  church  into  their 
homes.  They  are  encouraged  to  join  our 
other  readers  in  contributing  "Letters  to 
the  Editor"  and  other  forms  of  “reader- 
feedback"  which  we  regularly  solicit. 

Our  continuing  readers  will  also 
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conclusion:  in  a  world  which  increas¬ 
ingly  considers  everything  relative  — 
including  moral  values  •—  why  should 
Masters’  and  Johnson’s  evaluation  of 
what  is  essential  be  considered  any  more 
valid  than  the  evaluation  of  those  who 
say  “sex  is  everything"? 

The  answer  is  not  because  Masters  and 
Johnson  have  a  corner  on  the  market  of 
truth,  but  because  they  belatedly  have 
affirmed  the  same  truth  as  that  revealed 
by  God  through  the  Christian  faith.  The 
basis  for  Christianity's  affirmation  of 
commitment,  trust,  loyalty  and  faith¬ 
fulness  between  marriage  partners  is  not 
some  human  finding  or  opinion;  this 
structure  of  relationships  was  ordaiqed 
by  our  Creator.  Any  pattern  of  human 
relationships  lacking  these  qualities 
violates  God’s  purpose  for  creation. 

We  must  not  deceive  ourselves;  many 
Christians  still  have  a  distorted  view  of 
sex.  We  can  learn  a  lot  about  the  physical 
and  psychological  aspects  of  human 
sexuality  from  persons  like  Masters  and 
Johnson. 

But  persons  like  Masters  and  Johnson 
can  also  learn  a  lot  about  the  spiritual 
aspects  of  human  relationships  —  sexual 
and  otherwise  —  from  the  Christian  faith. 

In  such  a  relationship  of  mutual 
respect  —  where  mutual  stereotypes  are 
broken  down  —  Christianity  and  Masters 
and  Johnson  might  not  proVe  to  be  such 
strange  bedfellows  after  all.0 


Healthy  lay-clergy  relations 
are  vital  to  the  church’s  life 


Bv  TOM  H.  MATHENY 

What  I  would  genuinely  like  to  see  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  good, 
healthy  lay-clergy  relationship.  Well, 
don’t  we  have  one?  A  lot  of  people  think 
so.  A  lot  of  other  people  don’t  think  so  and 
don’t  say  so.  It  is  one  of  those  things  that 
exists  in  the  life  of  the  church  that  we 
know  is  sometimes  a  problem  but  don’t 
talk  about. 

There  is,  by  office,  a  separation  be¬ 
tween  the  laity  and  the  clergy.  That’s  all 
that.it  ought  to  be  —  a  separation,  not  a 
division. 

From  a  structural  point  6f( view,  we’ve 
come  a  long  way  toward  .an  improving 
lay-clergy  relationship 

One  improvement  is  in  the  field  of 
legislation  arising  out  of  the  la^t  General 
Conference.  The  equalization '[6t  mem¬ 
bership  in  an  Annual  Conference,  now 
firmly  established1  by  constitutional 
amendment,  is  a  good  sign.  But  the  fact 
that  one  of  our  retired  bishops  openly  and 
publicly  wished  for  a  return  to  the  days 
when  an  annual  conference  was  “clergy 
only”  is  a  sign  that  the  problem  still 
exists  in  the  minds  of  some. 

I  suppose’!  travel  over  Methodism  as 
much  as  any  layman.  I  find  in  most 


evangelistic  outreach  by  our 
denomination  and  others,  they  should  be 
put  to  rest  once  and  for  all.  The  fact  is,  all 
has  not  been  well,  all  has  not  been 
honorable,  all  has  not  glorified  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ.  And  occasionally  we 
need  a  man  with  the  stature  of  Bishop 
Muzorewa  to  remind  us  of  that. 

But  there  is  a  danger  as  we  stare  at 
these  blots  on  Our  past  that  we  will  fail  to 
see  the  bright  possibilities  of  the  present. 

For  the  American  church  the  danger 
might  be  to  decide,  because  we  have 
made  mistakes,  that  we  have  done  no 
good  in  the  past  and  have  nothing  of 
value  to  offer  now. 

For  the  African  church,  and  other 
churches  born  through  missionary  ef¬ 
forts  from  the  West,  the  danger  might  be 
to  reject  the  good  with  the  bad  rather 
than  to  use  the  misshapen  tools  given  to 
mold  an  African  Christianity  which 
speaks  to  the  hearts  of  people  there. 

Either  of  these  dangers,  if  actualized, 
would  prove  to  be  self-defeating. 

It  is  up  to  each  generation  of  Christians 
to  learn  from  the  mistakes  of  the  past, 
without  using  those  mistakes  as  excuses 
for  inaction  in  the  present  or  the  future. 


conferences  healthy  lay-clergy 
relationships,  but  I  also  find  pockets  of 
problems. 

A  very  prominent  southern  clergyman 
said  recently,  “laity,  laity,  laity;  I’m  sick 
and  tired  of  hearing  nothing  but  laity."  I 
don’t  know  who  makes  up  his 
congregation,  but  somebody  has  a 
problem  there. 

As  I  review  the  changes  made  through 
restructuring  from  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  annual  conferences  which 
are  following  suit,  I  note  some  bad  signs. 
One  of  our  bishops  made  the  statement 
that  he  felt  that  the  General  Conference 
of  1972  was  basically  “anti-clergy.”  A  I 
review  of  the  results  of  the  restructuring 
makes  me  feel  that  it  was,  in  terms  of 
results,  both  anti-clergy  and  anti-laity 
and  perhaps  pro-church  bureaucrat. 

The  same  is  frequently  true  of 
restructuring  on  an  annual  conference 
level.  More  and  more  I  have  seen  con¬ 
ferences  restructure  the  laity  out.  They 
are  there  in  terms  of  representative 
numbers,  but  they  are  so  diluted  and 
without  voice  or  organization  that  they 
have  no  power. 

This  is  a  very  bad  sign,  and  we  in 
United  Methodism  need  to  reverse  this 
trend.  Already  we  see  in  some  annual 
conferences  —  because  of  these  changes 
—  a  drop  in  membership  and  a  drop  in 
giving.  The  giving  drops  not  because 
United  Methodist  laity  is  not  loyal  to  the 
church,  but  because  laypersons  do  not 
feel  any  sense  of  participation.  These 
signs  are  ominous  and  some  of  our  sister 
denominations  have  suffered  massive 
losses  in  membership  because  of  the 
same  sort  of  restructuring. 

I  would  submit  that  we  need  to  do  four 
things  concerning  the  situation  —  besides 
just  recognizing  the  fact  that  it  is  and  can 
be  a  problem. 

First,  we  have  to  know  and  understand 
and  educate  each  other  in  the  belief  that 
there  is  a  priesthood  of  all  believers  and 
that  we  are  all  participating  in  it.  In  this 
sense,  there  is  no  separation  between 


Tom  lYIatheny 

laity  and  clergy. 

Second,  we  have  to  restructure  and 
organize  our  church  so  we  are  mobilizing 
the  whole  people  of  God.  We  have  to  stop 
playing  game.';  we  have  to  stop  power 
struggles,  and  w  e  have  to  understand  this 
through  all  our  systems.  We  have  to 
realize  through  all  of  the  offices  of  the 
church  that  everyone  must  be  mobilized 
and  that  everyone  must  be  involved,  not 
only  in  the  fight  and  struggle  for  the  souls 
of  men  for  Jesus  Christ,  but  also  in  the 
decision-making  processes  of  the  church. 

Third,  we  need  to  educate  ourselves 
about  these  needs  and  have  our 
seminaries  involved.  The  seminaries 
need  to  go  into  a  very  real  partnership 
with  the  laity,  so  that  there  is  an 
educational  process  by  which  we  can 
learn.  Perkins  School  of  Theology  has 
made  a  good  beginning  through  its  Laity 
Week  and  through  its  Lay  Advisory 
Council.  Seminaries,  in  addition  to  this, 
need  to  offer  more  course  work  for 
ministers  about  the  laity  and  for  laity 
about  the  clergy. 

Fourth,  you  and  I  all  need  to  get  over 
the  psychological  idea  of  a  division 
between  the  laity  and  the  clergy,  for  the 
sword  has  two  edges.  One  edge  is  that  the 
laity  does  not  always  understand  the 
great  weight  and  responsibility  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  concerned  clergy.  We 
don’t  really  realize  what  an  important 
job  this  person  that  we  so  poorly  pay  has 
in  our  lives  and  in  our  community,  much 
less  our  congregation. 

Once  we  get  about  doing  these  things 
with  the  support  of  the  church,  we  can  be 
a  priesthood  —  a  mobilized  priesthood  of 
all  believers. 

"Visions  for  the  Church"  is  an 
occasional  feature  through  which  United 
Methodist  leaders  share  their  hopes  and 
dreams  for  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor.  Tom  H. 
Matheny  of  Hammond,  Louisiana,  is  Lay 
Leader  of  United  Methodism’s  Louisiana 
Conference  and  a  member  of  the  UMC’s 
Judicial  Council. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


We  need  some  modern  circuit  riders 


benefit  from  these  new  editions.  New  cir¬ 
culation  such  as  this  serves  to  offset  a 
major  portion  of  the  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  costs  for  printing  and  mailing  all 
editions. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  the  local  church  and  annual 
conference  may  be  made  known;  to 
provide  fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis 
at  the  regional,  national  and  world  levels 
from  a  United  Methodist  perspective: 
and  to  provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  opinion  by  concerned  churchpersons. 

Our  editorial  policy  is  two-fold:  (1)  to 
be  Christian;  and  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinion  among  Christians. 

Our  ability  to  serve  the  church  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States  is  possible 
because  United  Methodists  are  a  diverse 
people  who  are,  nevertheless,  united  by 
many  common  concerns  regardless  of 
their  geographical  location.  By  changing 
a  few  articles,  and  occasionally  entire 
pages,  we  have  found  that  we  can  serve 
the  church  in  many  different  areas 
without  diminishing  our  service  to  those 
areas  which  have  developed  the  ideas 
and  realities  known  as  the  Texas 
Methodist  and  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  With  this  issue,  TM/  UMR  will 
visit  some  306,000  homes 

To  our  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome.”  To  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say:  “Thank  you 
for  continuing  to  read  vour  edition  of 
TM  UMR.” 


To  the  Editor: 

What  has  happened  to  the  circuit 
rider? 

I  have  just  read  the  article  in  the  Jan. 
17  issue  of  TM/  UMR  about  the  ex¬ 
periences  shared  by  bishops  and  other 
noted  clergymen  at  the  study-travel 
experience  shared  by  500  U^jjkefi, 
Methodist^.jn  England  and  Scotland^ 
Then  I  turned  to  the  article  entitled  “The 
mind  and  mood  of  church  dropouts”  by 
Frank  Finkbiner. 

After  reading  these  items  and  others 
that  appear  from  time  to  time,  such  as 
the  editorial  “How  are  we  helping  people 
cope?”  I  am  reminded  of  a  condition  that 
seems  to  be  prevalent  today:  “the 
communication  gap."  Conferences, 
seminars,  meetings,  planning  sessions, 
etc.  are  conducted  at  the  higher  echelon. 
Then  the  question  arises,  “How  much  of 
this  is  disseminated  to  the  local  church?" 
other  than  maybe  through  the  news 
media.  I  believe  that  clergy  and  laity  in 
the  local  church  would  be  better  in¬ 
formed  and  motivated  spiritually  to 
support  the  programs  o f  the  church-at- 
large  if  we  had  the  advantage  of  listening 
to  more  of  those  who  took  the  high  road 
and  the  low  road.  As  so  aptly  stated  by 
Dr.  James  S.  Stewart,  being  comfortably 
seated  in  our  pews  listening  to  “adhoc 
preaching”  does  not  do  much  to  motivate 
members  to  support  the  programs. 

Let’s  bring  back  the  “circuit  rider”  so 
the  benefit  of  the  knowledge  they  have 
acquired  is  available  at  the  grass  roots 
level. 

James  Casebeer 
Clarksville,  Tennessee 

Is  tithing  contagious? 

To  the  Editor: 

Is  tithing  contagious?  Can  it  be 
“caught”  through  a  newspaper?  Let's 
test  and  see. 

Actually,  it’s  a  particular  method  of 
tithing  which  I  hope  is  communicable. 


Tell  us  and  we'll  send  you  a  pen! 

How  do  you  use  TM/UMR? 


In  our  Jan.  10  issue  we  offered  a  Bic 
ballpoint  pen.  personalized  for 
TM  '  UMR.  to  every  reader  who  would 
tell  us  one  or  more  ways  that  TM/  UMR 
is  used  a  something  more  than  a  source 
of  information. 

Many  readers  have  responded  and 
more  are  arriving  each  day.  Following 
are  a  few  of  the  ways  others  are  using  the 
paper: 

•  Tom  Duckworth  of  Golden. 
Colorado:  “Suggesting  to  Junior  Highs 
that  they  should  read  the  newspaper 
would  probably  make  them  refuse  to 
read  it.  but  by  simply  making  the  paper 
available  (leaving  it  out  so  they  might 
pick  it  up)  they  will  sometimes  read  it 
and  suggest  to  me  that  they  do  whatever 
may  have  been  mentioned  in  the  paper.” 

•  Lucile  Meinver  of  Roseville. 
California:  I  am  a  member  of  Roseville 
United  Methodist  Church.  At  our  last 
circle  meeting  I  read  Letter  to  Jesus 
gets  an  answer.'  and  Where's  the  baby 
Jesus?'.  One  of  the  ladies  asked.  ‘Where 
do  you  find  such  nice  articles?'  I  told  her 
they  were  in  TM/  UMR  and  she 
remarked  she  must  read  her  paper  more 
closely,  as  she  had  missed  these.” 

•  Mrs.  James  Bowden.  Alice.  Texas: 

I  frequently  use  articles,  pictures  and 

the  ‘Poem  of  the  Week'  to  read  to  friends, 
family  and  especially  the  Wednesday 


morning  inter-denominational  ‘share- 
prayer’  group.” 

•  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Neale  of  Stockton. 
Missouri:  "My  copy  of  TM/  UMR 
arrives  each  Friday  just  before  my 
weekly  appointment  at  the  beauty  shop.  I 
take  the  paper  along  with  me  and  read  it 
while  sitting  under  the  dryer.  When  I  find 
an  article  t-hat  particularly  interests  me  I 
share  it  with  other  ladies  in  the  shop.” 

•  Jay  Charles  Soper,  a  student  at  Oral 
Roberts  University.  Tulsa,  Oklahoma :  “I 
use  my  copy  of  TM/  UMR  to  inform  my 
friends  about  the  good  things  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  does.  Many  of 
them  are  from  conservative,  fun¬ 
damentalist.  pentecostal  denominations 
and  have  been  raised  in  an  atmosphere  of 
contempt  for  all  mainline  denominations. 
The  results  of  the  light  of  truth  are  really 
amazing.” 

•  Hazel  Hanson.  Duluth.  Minnesota: 
“After  reading  the  whole  paper.  I  take 
my  copy  to  a  church  member  at  a  local 
nursing  home.  I  feel  sure  that  she  shares 
it  with  others  also." 

The  invitatipn  is  still  ope-..  Tell  us  ways 
that  you  use  TM/  UMR  as  more  than  a 
source  of  personal  information  and  we’ll 
send  you  a  pen.  Send  ideas  to  the  Editor. 
TM/  UMR.  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas.  Texas 
75221 


And  here’s  all  there  is  to  it:  you  keep  two 
checkbooks,  one  of  them  strictly  for  your 
tax  deductible  contributions.  When  you 
make  a  deposit  in  your  checking  account, 
you  determine  10%  and  enter  that 
amount  as  a  credit  in  your  benevolence 
checkbook  (and,  of  course,  90%  of  your  - 
deposit  in  your  spending  checkbook),. 

This  method  isq’t  drigjbal  with  me.  I 
“caugTil’'  it  from  friends;  But  having 
tried  it  and  liked  it,  I  commend  it  now  to 
you.  I  predict  you’ll  be  gratified  at  how 
you  can  raise  your  church  pledge,  pay  it 
with  ease,  and  still  have  a  balance  on 
hand  from  which  to  give  to  many  other 
good  causes.  ,  , 

William  C.  Sanford 
Crescent  City,  California 

Who  are  ice  to  judge? 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  “U.M.  membership  records 
show  no  ‘mass  exodus'  to  other  church¬ 
es”  and  “Let's  rethink  membership 
statistics,”  (TM/  UMR  Jan.  10),  I  have* 
served  on  committees  to  bring  church 
membership  rolls  up  to  date  —  but  it  was 
to  remove  the  names  of  those  deceased, 
those  who  had  joined  other  communions, 
or  those  persons  listed  under  more  than 
one  form  of  their  name. 

What  concerns  me  is  the  781,909  names 
removed  by  Charge  Conference  Action  in 
1971,  1972,  and  1973.  In  reading  the 
parables  of  Jesus,  I  am  always  reminded 
of  this  very  condition  in  Matthew  13:29- 
30.  Jesus  is  describing  just  such  as  a 
condition  in  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  The 
servants  of  the  landowner  wanted  to 
remove  the  tares  from  the  grain  fields 
before  harvest.  Remember  the  lan¬ 
downer’s  reply?  “It  might  happen  that 
while  you  were  pulling  out  the  tares,  you 
might  uproot  with  them  also  the  wheat. 
Let  them  bbth  grow  together  until  the 
harvest...’* 

I  know'  tlfat  conference  assessments 
are  bas&f  on  membership  of  local 
congregations,  but  might  we  not  be 
defeating  our  purpose  as  a  church  for  the 
reconcilement  of  Sjl  to  God  our  Father. 
Who  are  we  it)  ‘judge  who  on  our  mem¬ 
bership  roles  are  wheat  and  who  are 
tares?  In  the  light  of  this  parable,  do  we 
as  servants  of  God  have  the  fright  to 
judge0 

I  know  one  fetter  won’t  change  the 
situation,  nor  conference  actions  on  this 
situation,  but  maybe  it  Will  cause  some 
thinking  and  some  souT-5'earching  as  to 
what  efforts  our  church  is  making  to 
reclaim  these  members,  rather  than 
drop  their  names  from  our  church  roles. 

Charles  H.  Sparks 

Norman,  Oklahoma 

Short-term  doctor 
needed  in  Mozambique 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  operates  a 
hospital  in  Chicuque,  Mozambique.  Two 
dedicated  men.  Dr.  Robert  L.  Simpson 
and  Dr  Bruce  Broughton  have  been 
doing  a  great  work  there  under  almost 
impossible  conditions.  They  have 
averaged  2000  operations  a  year,  besides 
seeing  the  sick?  people  and  visiting  a 
leprosy  village. , Last  July  they  had  300 
operations  in.th?.one  month! 

Now  Dr  Simpson  is  on  furlough  and 
Dr.  Broughton  is  in  desparate  need  of 
help.  If  anyone  knows  of  a  doctor  who 
would  be  willing  tp,go  to  Mozambique  for 
six  months  pf,,a  year,  please  have  them 
write  Dr,  Bruce  Broughton  CP41 


Inhambane,  Mozambique. 

I  am  praying  that  God  will  call 
someone  to  this  task. 

Carrie  E.  Ova  11 
Urbandale,  Iowa 

Editorials  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

-It -was  a  real  pleasure  to  read  two 
excellent  editorials  in  the  Jan.  17  issiie. ' 
“Yesterday,  tomorrow,  and  today” 
spoke  a  sound  word  of  the  Gospel.  “How 
are  we  helping  people  cope?”  asks  the 
deeper  question. of  ministry,  the  question 
that  the  New  Testament  keeps  asking  us. 
Further,  it  properly  indicates  that  this  is 
not  an  either/  or  concern,  competing 
with  financial  and  attendance  endeavors. 
These  things  we  ought  to  have  done,  but 
what  good  is  it  that  we  double  our 
number  of  churches,  membership,  and 
finances,  but  fail  to  be  the  Body  of 

ChnSt?  Wilfred  Bailey 

Dallas,  Texas  ’ 

Why  the  double  standard? 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  articles  from  Washington  D.  C. 
and  New  York  in  the  Jan.  24  issue 
revealed  again  strange  contradictions  in 
our  upper  church  organizations. 

The  Coalition  to  Stop  Funding  the  War 
and  United  Campaign  for  Peace  in 
Indochina  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  24)  were 
directed  in  most  part  at  the  U.S.A.  No 
mention  was  made  of  how  aid  could  be 
stopped  from  the  communist  side. 

The  South  Vietnamese  refusal  to  allow 
study  of  their  prisons  was  headlined.  One 
obscure  paragraph  mentioned  that 
visitors  were  not  allowed  in  North 
Vietnamese  jails. 

No  mention  was  made  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  one  side  stopping  the  war 
while  the  other  infiltrates  and  attacks  in 
both  South  Vietnam  and  Cambodia. 
Saigon  qnd  Phnom  Penh  are  beseiged, 
not  Hanoi. 

The  Saigon  government  is  condemned 


for  not  holding  free  elections.  No  mention 
is  made  on  the  type  of  government  in 
Hanoi. 

Why  the  double  standard? 

Clara  Davis 
Hobbs,  New  Mexico 

We  shouldn't  contribute 
to  communism  ’s  successes 
To  the  Editor: 

What  have  we  come  to?  How  can  we 
Methodists  sink  to  such  a  new  low  as  to 
allow  “prominent  United  Methodists”  to 
spout  the  communist  line  to  the  degree 
that  Bishop  Washburn  and  his  like  do 
(TM/  UMR,  Jan.  24)? 

Communism  is  the  greatest  anti-Christ 
movement  to  have  existed  since  his 
crucifixion;  and  they  make  no  pretext  to 
hide  it.  Yet,  organization  after 
nauseating  group  associated  with 
“Christianity”  continue  to  ignore  what 
the  enemy  has  done  to  humans,  human 
dignity,  the  church,  and  any  who  love  our 
Lord. 

I  once  criticized  the  Catholics  for  being 
so  helpless  against  the  Nazis;  but  now  I 
only  weep  as  much  as  my  own  church 
continues  year  after  year  to  play  into  our 
enemies’  hands. 

The  communists  have  never  hidden 
their  goals,  their  aims,  their  methods, 
their  hopes;  they  know  what  they 
consider  victory  and  will  not  stop  short. 
Must  we  Methodists  contribute  to  their 
successes? 

Americans  have  sacrificed  blood  and 
treasure,  in  two  “pretend- wars”  against 
the  ever  encroaching  enemy.  Now  we 
talk  of  treaties  and  agreements,  knowing 
that  fifty  years  of  history  show  that  only 
when  it  advances  their  cause  does  a 
communist  nation  respect  what  they 
have  signed. 

Indo-China?  Ha,  wipe  it  off  your  green 
map  and  paint  it  red,  but  please  don’t  let 
Methodists  help  do  it! 

Lyle  H.  Gildermaster 
Ponchatoula,  Louisiana 


Books  for 

Personal 

Growth... 


How  To  Stoy  Younger  While  Growing  Older  by  Reuel  L.  Howe.  "Growing  old"  meons 
discovering  life  from  a  new  perspective.  This  book  underlines  the  need  for  mature 
adults  to  "risk  growth,  to  live  In  the  'now'  .  .  .  and  to  move  into  trusting  relation¬ 
ships."  Encouraging  reading  for  all  ages.  Word  Books,  $5.95 

How  To  Die  With  Stylo  by  Marjorie  Casebier  McCoy.  A  book  that  reveals  how  we  can 
moke  death  o  final  creative  task.  Encourages  readers  not  to  fear  death,  but  accept  it 
as  an  inevitable  part  of  God's  creation.  Abingdon  Press,  $5.95 

Find  these  and  other  books  at  your  Cokesbury  Bookstore,  or  order  from  the  Regional 
Service  Center  serving  your  area. 


Please  send  me  (indicate  quontity)i 
_ copy  (si.  How  To  Stoy  Younger  While  Grow¬ 
ing  Older  @  $5.95  eoeh. 

_ copy  (si,  How  To  Die  With  Style  @  S5.95 


Cokesbury 


m  Ik,  *•1—- '  U 


Address  - 

City  - 

Add  sales  tax  where  applicable. 
handling  extro. 
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Theological  fads  denounced 

Hartford  group  asks  end  to  captivity  to  cultural  idols 


HARTFORD,  Conn.  (RNS)  —  A 
diverse  group  of  prominent  Christians 
called  here  for  an  end  to  American 
theology’s  “captivity”  to  fads,  cultural 
idols  and  the  dictates  of  “modern 
thought.” 

An  unprecedented  and  ecumenical 
“Appeal  for  Theological  Affirmation” 
declares  that  Christian  witness  and 
mission  today  are  endangered  by 
“superficially  attractive"  themes  that 
are  finally  “false  and  debilitating.” 

The  1,000-word  document,  issued  by  18 
Protestants,  Roman  Catholics  and 
Eastern  Orthodox  who  met  Jan.  24-26,  at 


Hartford  Seminary  Foundation,  iden¬ 
tifies  and  rejects  13  “pervasive”  themes 
in  modern  Christianity. 

Among  the  signers  were  Dr.  Neal 
Fisher  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  Father  George  H. 
Tavard,  a  Catholic  on  the  faculty  of 
Methodist  Theological  School,  Delaware, 
Oh.;  and  Dr.  Peter  Berger,  noted 
sociologist  of  religion  who  helped  launch 
the  process  that  led  to  the  Hartford 
meeting. 

Theological  formulations  that  borrow 
heavily  from  the  assumptions  of  the 
political  right  or  left,  the  counter-culture. 


Church  heads 9  President 
have  historic  meeting 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

WASHINGTON,  D.C  -  A  delegation  of 
34  Protestant  and  Orthodox  officials 
spent  an  hour  discussing  mutual  con¬ 
cerns  with  President  Ford  in  the  White 
House  in  the  first  of  what  will  be  similar 
meetings  between  the  Chief  Executive 
and  three  other  groups  of  religious 
leaders. 

It  is  believed  the  first  time  such  a  large 
group  of  top  church  leaders  has  met  with 
a  President  for  a  meeting  of  this  kind, 
and  marks  the  end  of  what  some  have 
described  as  the  long  “deep  freeze”  in 
direct  contact  between  the  so-called 
“mainline”  Protestant  denominations 
and  the  White  House. 

Dr  W.  Sterling  Cary,  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  (under 
whose  auspices  the  Jan.  30  meeting  was 
arranged ) ,  said  it  had  been  10  years  since 
the  last  time  a  President  met  with  any 
NCC  leaders  or  officials  ,  of 
denominations  related  to  the  NCC,  but 
then  it  was  only  with  a  few  leaders. 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews, 
representing  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops,  told  the  President 
that  the  American  people  “were  willing 
to  discipline  and  restrain  themselves  and 
to  share  their  food  with  the  world’s 
hungry.  In  this  way  the  people  of  the 


United  States  could  give  moral  leader¬ 
ship  to  the  world,”  he  said. 

Asked  the  main  difference  between  this 
and  the  last  White  House  session,  Dr. 
Cary  said  it  was  “in  the  fact  we’re  here.” 
He  noted  that  “the  voice  of  religion  was 
not  able  to  surface  during  the  Nixon 
Administration.” 

Other  concerns  expressed  by  the 
church  leaders  included  the  economic 
situation  of  persons  both  domestic  and 
world-wide*  the  repression  of  human 
rights  in  such  countries  as  Korea  and 
Vietnam,  and  the  celebration  of  the 
nation’s  Bicentennial  “not  in  idolatry  of 
national  religion  but  in  the  need  for 
recommitment  to  the  faith  of  the  found¬ 
ing  fathers.” 

Ms.  Randall  said  the  group  ap¬ 
preciated  the  President’s  responses, 
which  they  would  not  spell  out,  but  that 
he  made  no  promises. 

Bishop  Mathews,  who  had  called  on 
Mr.  Ford  Dec.  10,  1973,  just  four  days 
after  he  had  taken  his  oath  of  office  as 
Vice  President,  found  the  President  very 
open,  relaxed  and  interested  in 
establishing  open  relationships  with 
church  leaders.  “It  was  a  changed  at¬ 
mosphere,”  he  said,  “and  I  think  it  was 
significant  that  it  was  so  open  and  ap¬ 
parently  genuine." 


Bishop  Muzorewa  cites 
four  missionary  ‘mistakes’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Despite  many 
positive  contributions,  missionaries  who 
first  brought  Christianity  to  sub-Sahara 
Africa  made  “serious  mistakes,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel 
T.  Muzorewa  of  Rhodesia. 

An  assessment  of  the  missionary  en¬ 
terprise  by  the  black  Rhodesian  leader 
was  released  here  by  Interpretative 
Services,  a  communication  project  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

“Those  from  other  lands  who  first 
brought  the  Gospel  to  this  continent 
genuinely  and  sincerely  believed  that 
Jesus  Christ  should  be  known  to 
Africans,”  the  bishop  said,  adding: 

“Though  they  made  blunders  in  their 
effort,  they  did  preach  about  Christ,  build 
schools  and  clinics,  began  carpentry  and 
agricultural  programs  so  that  people 
could  truly  have  an  abundant  life. 

“Over  90  per  cent  of  the  national 
leaders  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara  owe 
a  great  debt  to  the  church  for  their 
education  and  training.” 

Africa  said 
future  center 
of  Christianity 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  As  colonial 
powers  began  to  leave  sub-Sahara  Africa 
10  to  15  years  ago,  some  church  leaders 
asked:  “Can  Christianity  survive  in 
independent  Africa.” 

A  definite  “yes”  can  be  given  to  that 
question,  especially  in  Kenya,  according 
to  a  missionary  who  is  also  a  specialist  on 
religion  in  Africa. 

“A  more  relevant  question  today  is 
whether  the  center  of  gravity  for  world 
Christianity  is  in  fact  shifting  from  North 
America  and  Europe  to  Africa,”  says  Dr. 
Malcolm  J.  McVeigh. 

The  United  Methodist  clergyman 
believes  that  the  situation  in  Kenya  and 
elsewhere  gives  strong  indication  that 
the  center  of  Christianity  is  moving  to 
Africa. 

He  wrote  on  the  growth  of  the  faith  in 
Kenya  for  the  January  issue  of  New 
World  Outlook,  published  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
association  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Since  Kenya  gained  independence 
from  Great  Britain  in  1963,  according  to 
Dr.  McVeigh,  Christianity  has  grown. 

“In  1948,  32  per  cent  of  the  population 
professed  to  be  Christian,"  he  wrote, 
“while  the  figure  rose  to  54  per  cent  by 
1962.  If  a  religious  census  were  held 
today,  well  over  60  per  cent  of  the  Kenya 
population  would  claim  to  be  Christian.” 

Latest  available  (1972)  figures  show 
205  Christian  denominations  having  6.2 
million  affiliates  in  Kenya,  he  said. 

“A  further  breakdown  lists  2.27  million 
Protestants,  1.99  million  Catholics,  1.69 
million  Independents  and  250,000 
Orthodox.” 

Among  the  Protestants.  Dr.  McVeigh’s 
report  said,  Anglicans  are  most 
numerous,  with  580,000  members. 
Methodists,  Presbyterians  and  Quakers 
each  number  about  100,000. 


The  greatest  missionary  movement 
into  Rhodesia  came  in  the  late  19th 
Century,  particularly  after  Rhodes  and 
British  troops  conquered  the  Mashona 
and  Matabele  tribes. 

Most  of  Bishop  Muzorewa’s 
assessment  dealt  with  four  major 
missionary  “mistakes.” 

—  “Missionaries  regard  many  African 
customs  as  evil  and  forbade  their  use. 
Innocent  tribal  dances,  the  use  of  in¬ 
struments  like  drums,  and  time-honored 
marriage  and  funeral  customs  were 
banned.” 

—  “They  believed  Africans  did  not 
know  anything  about  God.  Yet  our 
fathers  worshipped  God  Who  was  known 
to  them  by  different  names  .  'admit¬ 
tedly,  the  missionary’s  main  contribution 
to  our  religious  vocabulary  was  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ." 

—  “A  devastating  and  far-reaching 
blunder  was  that  they  tended  to  make  the 
newly-converted  into  their  own  image. 
One  example  was  having  converts  at 
baptism  adopt  foreign  names  as  opposed 
to  African  names,  which  have  a  definite 
meaning.” 

—  “The  fourth  mistake  was  the 
practice  of  paternalism  which  was 
usually  mistaken  for  racism  by  many 
people.  I  do  not  believe  that  missionaries 
who  were  brought  up  in  democratic 
countries  were  that  racialistic,  but  I 
believe  they  were  paternalistic.  ‘Father 
knows  best’  was  their  problem.  Even  to 
this  day  the  most  retarding  factor 
against  the  growth  of  the  church  is  this 
very  attitude.” 

The  bishop  gave  some  examples  of  the 
continuing  problem  caused  by  trying  to 
make  African  Christians  fit  Western 
images. 

“Today  we  see  people  who  are  very 
peculiar  in  that  they  do  things  which  are 
neither  truly  European  nor  African,"  he 
said.  “Hence  we  have  Christians  who 
worship,  preach,  conduct  services  and 
sing  in  European  style. 

“Big.  well  organized  choirs  as  well  as 
small  ones  will  sing  great  English  songs 
to  congregations  that  are  95  per  cent 
Shona  and  Ndebele.  Even  those  who 
understand  English  many  times  cannot 
understand  what  the  choir  is  singing 
about." 

Paternalism,  according  to  Bishop 
Muzorewa.  still  has  its  effect.  “African 
Christians  in  many  instances  behave  like 
adolescents  rather  than  standing  on  their 
own  feet,"  he  said.  “And  even  Africans 
who  are  heads  of  their  denominations  are 
often  still  subject  to  direction  from  the 
Mother  Church  in  Europe  or  America. 

“Such  leaders  find  themselves  with 
back-seat  drivers  who  are  trying  to  keep 
a  hand  on  the  wheel.” 

The  bishop  said  that  the  churches  in 
Rhodesia  have  not  yet  found  their  full 
identity  and  reflect  Western  Christianity. 

“Along  with  accepting  the  Gospel,”  he 
said,  “we  have  often  adopted  some  of  the 
weaknesses  of  the  Western  church,  as  the 
practice  of  separating  life  into  com¬ 
partments  of  religion,  economics, 
politics.  Thus  the  church  is  not  part  and 
parcel  of  life. 

“Further,  Christian  fellowship  in 
Africa  as  it  is  elsewhere  is  too  narrowly 
limited  to  one’s  own  denomination, 
keeping  us  still  separated  at  the  Table  of 
Our  Lord  who  prayed  that  we  might  be 
one.” 


non-Christian  humanism  and  general 
public  preoccupations  all  come  under 
attack  in  the  statement. 

It  affirms  the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  It 
denies  that  “all  religions  are  equally 
valid"  as  it  stresses  common  humanity. 

Christian  theology,  contend  the 
document’s  signers,  must  not  become 
captive  to  the  “prevailing  thought 
structures”  of  any  historical  period.  The 
Hartford  statement,  in  effect,  attempts 
to  refocus  the  attention  of  Christian 
theology  on  Christian  affirmations. 

Audiences  to  which  the  statement  is 
addressed  include  college  professors  of 
religion,  church  policy  makers,  editors 
and  others  who  “market  the  metaphors," 
said  the  Rev.  Richard  John  Neuhaus,  a 
Brooklyn  Luthera  pastor.  Under 
various  themes,  the  statement  denies 
that  Christianity  is  a  “religion  of  pure 
subjectivity”  or  that  it  can  give  itself 
over  to  “scientific  rationality.” 

“Religion  is  also  a  set  of  symbols  and 
even  of  human  projections,”  the 
document  says  of  the  theme  on  language 
and  God.  “We  repudiate  the  assumption 
that  it  is  nothing  but  that.  What  is  here  at 
stake  is  nothing  less  than  the  reality  of 
God.  We  did  not  invest  God:  God  invested 
us. 

“Jesus,  together  with  the  Scriptures 
and  the  whole  of  the  Christian  tradition, 
cannot  be  artibrarily  interpreted  without 
reference  to  the  history  of  which  they  are 
part,”  the  document  says. 

Sub-groups  of  six  persons  each  worked 
on  assigned  themes  before  the  final  text 
was  approved  in  plenary.  Discussion  in 
the  small  session  considering  the  theme 
on  Jesus  made  clear  that  the  protest  was 
against  those  who  turn  Jesus  into  a  Che 
Guevara  figure  or  those  who  limit  Jesus 
to  culturally  defined  images  of  the  past. 

Several  themes  deal  critically  with  the 
human  potential  movement,  ideologies  of 
“liberation’’  and  humanist  presup¬ 
positions. 

The  Hartford  group  denied  that  “to 
realize  one’s  potential  and  to  be  true  to 
oneself  is  the  whole  meaning  of 
salvation.” 

“We  affirm  that  salvation  cannot  be 
found  apart  from  God,”  the  statement 
says,  going  on  to  repudiate  the  assertion 
that  “Since  what  is  human  is  good,  evil 
can  adequately  be  understood  as  failure 
to  realize  human  potential.” 

Worship  is  called  a  “response  to  the 
reality  of  God”  arising  out  of  the  “need  to 
know,  love  and  adore  God,”  the  state¬ 
ment  affirms  in  rejecting  the  idea  that 
“the  sole  purpose  of  worship  is  to  pro¬ 
mote  individual  self-realization  and 
human  community.” 

The  rejected  theme  on  social  action 
reads:  "An  entasis  on  God’s  tran¬ 
scendence  is  at  least  a  hindrance  to,  and 
perhaps  incompatible  with,  Christian 
social  concern  and  action.” 

“From  a  biblical  perspective,”  the 
document  says,  “it  is  precisely  because 
of  confidence  in  God’s  reign  over  all 
aspects  of  life  that  Christians  must  par¬ 
ticipate  fully  in  the  struggle  against  op¬ 
pressive  and  dehumanizing  structures 
and  their  manifestations  in  racism,  war, 


and  economic  exploitation.” 

Another  section  affirms  the  church’s 
obligations  to  denounce  oppressors, 
liberate  the  oppressed  and  heal  human 
misery. 

"But  the  norms  for  the  church's  ac¬ 
tivity  derive  from  its  own  perception  of 
God’s  will  for  the  world,”  the  document 
says.  It  rejects  the  proposal  that  the 
world  sets  the  “agenda”  for  the  church, 
and  challenges  the  belief  that  "the 
struggle  for  a  better  humanity  will  bring 
about  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

The  final  theme  criticized  in  the 
statement  deals  with  death:  “The 
question  of  hope  beyond  death  is 
•rrelevant  or  at  best  marginal  to  the 
Christian  understanding  of  human 
fulfillment.” 

“This  is  the  final  capitulation  to 
modern  thought,”  says  the  document  in 
strongly  denying  that  hope  beyond  death 
is  irrelevant. 

“If  death  is  the  last  word,  then 
Christianity  has  nothing  to  say  to  the 
final  questions  of  life,”  according  to  the 
group  of  18. 

The  meeting  and  the  statement 
produced  Were  seen  by  Father  Avery 
Dulles,  S.  J-i'and  Dr.  George  Forell  of  the 
University  of  Iowa,  among  others,  as  a 
significant  new  ecumenical  step. 

Dr.  Forell,  theologian  and  clergyman 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America, 
described  the  Hartford  event  as  a 
“second  level  of  ecumenism,”  going 
beyond  church-sponsored  dialogues  and 
formal  ecumenical  organizations. 

He  said  he  could  recall  no  previous 
incident  in  American  history  when  such  a 
group  cooperated  in  drafting  what  the 
signers  hope  will  offer  a  major  corrective 
to  the  direction  of  theology. 

Religious 
groups  decry 
clemency 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  Even 
as  President  Ford  extended  the 
clemency  program  for  war  resisters, 
religious  and  other  groups  decried  it  as 
still  being  inadequate  and  far  from 
reconciliation  for  a  war-divided  nation. 

The  extension  of  one  month,  to  March 
1,  was  announced  Jan.  30,  for  the 
clemency  offer,  which  had  reached  only 
hundreds  of  the  thousands  potentially 
eligible  or  concerned 

The  Rev.  Richard  Killmer,  director  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’  Special 
Ministries/Vietnam  Generation,  said  the 
Justice  Department  has  compiled  a  final 
list  of  some  4,400  names  of  persons  still 
under  indictment  or  investigation. 

Interested  persons  may  determine 
their  status  by  calling  the  Clemency 
Information  Center  317-635-8259  (call 
collect)  in  the  U.  S.  or  the  War  Resister 
Information  Program  in  Canada  800-665- 
8885  (toll  free). 


President  Ford  at  prayer 

WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  —  President 
Ford  bows  his  head  in  prayer  during 
the  National  Religious  Broad¬ 
caster’s  32nd  annual  Congressional 
Breakfast  here. 

Speaking  at  the  breakfast  for  the  ( 
seventh  consecutive  year.  President  1 
Ford,  while  affirming  that  the 
separation  of  church  and  state  is  a 
“fundamental  principle”  to  which 
he  fully  subscribes,"  told  the  gather¬ 
ing  that  it  “was  never  intended  in 
my  view  to  separate  public  morality 
from  public  policy.”  He  said  this 
principle  asserts  that  the  “power  of 
government  shall  not  be  used  to 
support  or  suppress  any  one  faith, 
but  in  the  same  sentence  it  protects 
the  profession  and  propagation  of  all 
faiths. REL)GIOUS  NEWS  service  photo 


UMC  resources  ‘ inadequate ’ 

Good  News  to  design 
own  study  materials 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  FL.  -  Terming 
official  United  Methodist  confirmation 
and  membership  study  materials 
“inadequate  for  evangelicals,”  members 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Good 
News  Movement  (GNM)  decided  here 
Jan.  25  to  write  and  distribute  their  own 
study  materials. 

The  decision  of  the  unofficial  national 
alliance  of  evangelical  United  Methodists 
to  part  paths  with  official  church 
resource  materials  came  during  a  3-day 
meeting  which  also  saw  unanimous 
approval  of  a  statement  against  the 
ordination  or  employment  by  the  church 
of  practicing  homosexuals. 

Regarding  the  GNM  plans  to  develop 
its  own  confirmation  membership 
materials,  the  Rev.  Paul  Morell, 
chairman  of  the  group,  told  TM/  UMR 
that  the  action  comes  out  of  frustration 
by  evangelical  United  Methodists  over 
the  lack  of  responsiveness  to  their  needs 
on  the  part  of  those  persons  responsible 
for  such  resources. 

Good  News  members  claim  that 
presently  available  study  materials  do 
not  place  enough  emphasis  on  the  Bible 
and  the  spiritual  life  of  the  Christian 
faith. 

“We  have  tried  to  work  through  official 
church  channels  to  have  our  needs  met,” 
Mr.  Morell  said,  “but  the  Confirmation 
Resources  Committee  has  refused  to 
accept  the  fact  that  the  materials  are 
needed.  Now  we  have  no  choice  but  to 
write  and  distribute  our  own  materials.” 

Mr.  Morell  said  that  after  the  GNM 
committee  appointed  to  write  the  new 
materials  completes  its  task,  the 
materials  produced  will  be  submitted  to 
the  confirmation  committee  for  one  last 
attempt  at  approval.  He  said  that  if  the 
materials  are  then  rejected,  the  GNM 
will  begin  publishing  the  materials  itself. 

“We  are  not  trying  to  be  devisive  in  this 
matter,”  Mr.  Morell  said.  “We  are  ac¬ 
tually  trying  to  strengthen  the  church. 
Materials  need  to  be  written  for  the 
evangelical  segment  of  the  church  and  if 


First  female  United  Methodist  D.S.: 
‘survival  of  rural  church  top  priority’ 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NORTH  SULLIVAN,  Me.  -  In  1967 
when  Dr.  Margaret  Henrichsen  became 
the  only  woman  district  superintendent 
in  the  history  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  she  didn’t  think  her  achievement 
had  national  significance.  Apparently, 
nobody  else  did  either. 

In  fact,  for  most  of  the  church,  Dr. 
Henrichsen’s  landmark  appointment  has 
remained  unknown  until  recent 
movements  for  more  equality  between 
men  and  women  ministers  brought  it  to 
national  attention. 

“When  I  was  appointed  I  didn't  even 
realize  no  other  woman  had  ever  been  a 
‘D.  S.'  in  our  church,"  Dr.  Henrichsen 
told  TM/  UMR  in  a  telephone  interview. 
“I  was  thrilled  that  I  had  been  selected, 
but  I  never  thought  about  it  in  terms  of 
being  or  not  being  a  woman.” 

Now  retired,  her  superintendency  then 
was  over  a  church  district  encompassing 
91  churches  irt  northeastern  Maine. 
Serving  under  her  were  47  pastors  —  all 
men. 

“The  fact  that  I  am  a  woman  and  all 
the  pastors  in  my  district  were  men 
didn’t  seem  to  have  much  effect  on 
anything,"  Dr.  Henrichsen  said.  “They 
all  accepted  rne  in  a  very  brotherly 
way.”  She  said  she  cannot  remember  a 
time  during  her  term  of  office  when  being 
a  woman  played  any  major  role  in  the 
way  she  was  treated  by  the  ministers 
under  her. 

"When  I  hear  about  the  way  other 
women  ministers  in  the  church  have  been 
held  back  through  the  years  because  they 
are  women,  it  makes  me  very  sad,  yet  I 
can’t  say  that  being  a  woman  has  ever 
made  much  difference  in  my  own 
ministry,”  she  said.  “I  think  New 
England  in  general  has  been  much  more 
forward  looking  on  the  issues  of  women’s 
rights  than  some  other  areas  of  the 
country." 

Dr.  Henrichsen  began  her  ministry  in 
1944  at  the  age  of  43.  Her  husband  had 
died  the  year  before  and  at  that  time  she 
was  living  in  a  suburb  of  Boston.  She  had 
a  college  education  and  had  worked  as  a 
kindergarten  teacher,  yet  she  felt  a  call 
to  the  ministry. 

On  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  she  wrote 
a  letter  to  a  former  pastor  of  her  local 
church  who  was  then  serving  as  a  district 
superintendent  in  Maine  and  asked  if 
there  was  a  place  for  a  woman  to  be  a 
minister  in  “some  small  Methodist 


Dr.  Margaret  Henrichsen 
Church  somewhere.” 

Instead  of  answering  her  question,  the 
district  superintendent  offered  her  a  job 
as  a  supply  pastor  for  a  cirtuit  of  two 
small  churches  in  Maine.  Although  she 
had  never  even  visited  Maine  before,  she 
accepted  the  appointment  and  at  the 
same  time  began  the  “conference  course 
of  study”  for  the  ministry. 

She  moved  into  a  parsonage  in  this 
small  seaside  village  of  400  persons  and 
began  serving  her  two  assigned1  church¬ 
es.  She  did  well,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year  a  third  church  was  added  to  her 
circuit.  The  next  year  came  a  fourth 
church,  then  a  fifth  and  a  sixth  and  a 
seventh. 

All  of  the  churches  were  small  —  the 
largest  having  60  to  80  persons  in  the 
congregation  on  Sunday  and  the  smallest 
having  10  to  15.  One  of  the  biggest 
challenges,  however,  was  getting  all  of 
the  Sunday  services  taken  care  of  for  so 
many  charges.  The  churches  were 
spread  all  over  the  isolated  countryside 
of  the  area  within  a  20  mile  radius  of 
North  Sullivan.  She  would  begin  her  first 
service  at  9:30  a.m.  and  her  last  service 
miles  away  at  7:30  p.m. 

In  1949  she  completed  the  course  of 
study  and  was  ordained  an  Mder  of  the 
church.  Since  women  at  that  time  were 
not  allowed  to  become  full  members  of 
the  conference,  however,  it  was  not  until 
1956  that  she  became  a  voting  member. 

In  1967  she  was  appointed  a  district 
superintendent  by  Bishop  James  K. 


Mathews,  then  of  the  New  England  area. 
She  retired  from  the  superintendency 
and  the  ministry  in  1970  after  injuries  she 
suffered  in  an  automobile  accident 
limited  the  travel  necessary  for  her  job. 

Today  by  special  permission  of  the 
Maine  Conference  she  lives  in  the  same 
parsonage  here  in  North  Sullivan  that  she 
moved  into  more  than  30  years  ago  as  a 
new  minister. 

Although  the  circumstances  of  history 
have  cast  her  in  a  role  of  a  pioneer  in  the 
movement  for  the  equality  of  women 
with  men  in  the  United  Methodist 
ministry,  she  thinks  of  her  successes  in 
the  ministry  more  in  terms  of  what  she 
was  able  to  do  in  the  way  of  service  for 
her  seven  small  churches. 

“My  struggle  for  my  entire  life  has 
been  to  serve  the  small  rural  church,” 
Dr.  Henrichsen  said.  “Being  a  district 
superintend'’-^  was  a  grand  experience 
and  I’m  gr  -fill  for  the  opportunity,  but 
my  heart  is  h)  *he  rural  church," 


the  agencies  in  charge  won’t  do  it  we  will. 
We  are  a  big  enough  segment  of  the 
church  that  the  publishing  of  the 
materials  is  not  only  a  need,  but  could 
actually  be  a  money  making 
proposition  ’ 

Mr.  Morell  said  the  publishing  of  such  ; 
materials  r  .(side  of  church  channels 
does  not  re  resent  a  disloyalty  to  the 
denominate  “Most  pastors  are  not 
using  the  -materials  now  available 
anyway,”  hi  said.  “All  we  are  doing  is 
helping  them  find  something  to  use  in 
good  consc  ice.” 

The  posit  \  statement  adopted  by  the 
group  on  .mosexuality  is  a  reaf¬ 
firmation  Ol  statements  on  the  issue 
already  made  by  many  individual 
members,  including  Mr.  Morell.  The 
statement  reads:  ‘  Good  News  opposes 
ordination  of  those  who  practice 
homosexuality  and  their  employment  in 
positions  of  responsibility  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  do  not  reject 
homosexuals  as  persons,  but  we  do  reject 
the  lifestyle  which  is  clearly  condemned 
in  the  Bible.” 

The  Rev.  Charles  W.  Keysor,  editor  of 
the  Good  News  Magazine  and  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  organization, 
said,  “It  is  not  simply  a  matter  of  firing 
practicing  homosexuals  —  although  we 
believe  this  ought  to  be  done  —  but  of 
following  the  Biblical  pattern  of 
discipline  seeking  the  redemption  and 
reformation,  through  Christ,  of  all  who 
violate  the  clear  teachings  of  the  r 
Scriptures.” 

In  other  matters  to  come  before  the 
board,  members  were  told  that  a 
previously*  approved  newsletter  to  be  1 
sent  to  United  Methodist  seminary 
students  and  United  Methodists  at¬ 
tending  seminary  outside  of  the 
denomination  will  begin  publication  in  - 
the  near  future.  Members  also  were 
informed  that  the  official  Good  News 
magazine,  previously  published  quar¬ 
terly,  will  be  published  six  times  a  year  1 
beginning  this  year. 

Mr.  Morell  said  the  “most  exciting” 
part  of  the  recent  board  of  directors  ‘ 
meeting  in  his  opinion  was  the  “en-  * 
thusiasm"  shown  by  members  at  the 
gathering.  He  said  the  recent  board 
meeting  was  by  far  the  most  successful 
gathering  of  GNM  members  in  some 
time  and  showed  that  increasing  num¬ 
bers  of  United  Methodists  are  turning  to 
the  movement  to  provide  what  the  of¬ 
ficial  church  structures  are  failing  at 
providing. 

He  said  "the  next  six  years  are 
critical”  for  the  denomination.  “Within 
that  span  of  time,  evangelicals 
throughout  United  Methodism  will  know 
whether  or  not  they  really  are  granted 
equality  in  their  church,  and  to  what 
direction  our  denomination  is  fully 
committed.” 
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A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  ’round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 

An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non¬ 
sectarian  In  Its  benefits. 
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Name-calling  replaces  debate 


Mrs.  Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair,  nationally  known  atheist,  and  Dr.  W.  A.  * 
Criswell,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas,  which  is  the  largest  Southern  :j: 
Baptist  congregation  in  the  world,  sit  together  on  a  television  studio  set  prior  to  * 
their  debate  on  radio  Jan.  31.  TM/UMR  Staff  Photo 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Like  prize  fighters  who 
showed  up  at  different  arenas, 
America’s  best  known  atheist  and  one 
of  the  nation's  best  known  preachers 
sparred  here  Jan.  31  to  philosophical 
stagnation,  neither  being  able  to  stay 
in  the  other’s  ring  long  enough  to 
progress  beyond  name  calling. 

Meeting  in  a  radio  talk  show  debate 
which  drew  national  attention  were 
Dr.  W.  A.  Criswell,  former  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  pastor  of  that  denomination’s 
largest  congregation,  and  Mrs. 
Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair,  well  known 
atheist  whose  efforts  in  the  early 
1960's  led  to  the  banning  of  prescribed 
prayer  in  the  public  schools. 

Those  who  tuned  into  the  con¬ 
frontation  on  nearly  100  radio  stations 
throughout  the  Southwest  expecting  to 
hear  a  reasoned  debate  regarding 
Christianity  or  separation  of  church 
and  state  were  disappointed.  Those 
who  were  interested  in  harsh  ex¬ 
changes  and  “one-upmanship”  at 
insults  received  more  than  their  due. 

Unfriendly  sparks  began  to  fly  even 
before  the  radio  show  began  as  Dr. 
Criswell  and  Mrs.  O’Hair  appeared 
before  a  gathering  of  newspersons  to 
explain  the  purpose  of  the  debate.  And 
strangely  enough,  the  first  of  the  “low 
blows"  which  were  to  mark  the  entire 
meeting  came  not  from  the  atheist, 
but  from  the  Christian. 

Mrs.  O’Hair  had  just  finished  saying 
she  was  appearing  on  the  show  to  af¬ 
firm  that  “atheists  are  not  monsters, 
but  persons  who  have  feelings  like 
everyone  else  and  have  a  right  to  their 
opinions”  when  Dr.  Criswell  fired  the 
opening  shot. 

‘This  woman  is  trying  to  destroy 
the  churches  of  America  today,”  he 
charged  and  then  went  on  to  set  a 
theme  he  was  to  return  to  several 
limes  to  the  increasing  anger  of  his 
opponent:  “She  sounds  to  me  as  if  she 
is  a  Communist.” 

Throughout  the  entire  three-hour 


News  interpretive 


broadcast  the  only  glimmer  of  light 
for  those  persons  more  interested  in 
comparing  the  philosophies  of  the  two 
than  their  tempers  came  early  in  the 
discussion  when  each  gave  personal 
definitions  of  the  words  “Christian” 
and  “atheist.” 

Mrs.  O’Hair:  “The  word  Christian 
to  me  means  intolerance  and  a  history 
which  has  time  and  time  again 
brought  tragedy  and  sorrow  to 
mankind.  The  word  atheist  means 
someone  who  is  free  of  religion  and 
free  to  think.” 

Dr.  Criswell:  “Christians  are 
people  who  believe  God  is  love  as 
expressed  through  the  death  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  word  atheist  means 
Russian,  red  Communism.” 

From  that  point  the  debate  further 
deteriorated  into  near  childish  name 
calling.  Dr.  Criswell  asked  Mrs. 
O’Hair  if  the  Minnesota  Institute  of 
Philosophy  where  she  received  a 
degree  in  theology  is  a  “diploma 
mill."  He  accused  her  of  lying.  He 
called  her  narrow  and  intollerant. 
Mrs.  O’Hair  called  Dr.  Criswell  “an 
ignorant  man  who  betrays  his  level  of 
education.”  She  called  him  intolerant 
and  narrow-minded.  She  said  he  is 
personally  an  example  of  what  she 
hates  about  Christianity. 

“Love”  was  a  frequent  word  to 
come  up  in  the  debate,  but  a  concept 
which  did  not  seem  to  show  its  face 
throughout  the  entire  evening. 

“I  have  not  felt  the  Christian  love  of 
a  Christian  since  the  day  I  publically 
announced  that  I  am  an  atheist  —  not 
even  my  mother,”  Mrs.  O’Hair  said. 
During  the  next  intermission  a 
member  of  the  heavily  pro-Criswell 
studio  audience  came  up  to  Mrs. 
O’Hair  and  said,  “I  love  you  and  God 
loves  you.” 

“That’s  a  bunch  of  _ Mrs. 

O’Hair  shot  back,  “How  can  you  say 


you  love  me  when  you  don’t  even  know 
me?  You  are  repeating  something  you 
have  been  rotely  taught  by  an  im¬ 
perialistic  church  and  I  don’t  want 
any  part  of  it.” 

Later  in  the  debate  Dr.  Criswell  was 
asked  if  he  loves  Mrs.  O’Hair.  “Yes  I 
love  her  for  the  sake  of  Jesus,”  he 
said,  “but  I  hate  everything  she 
stands  for. 

“You  cannot  love  a  person  and  hate 
the  very  substance  they  are  made  of,” 
Mrs.  O’Hair  shot  back.  “I  am  what  I 
profess  to  be  and  if  you  hate  that,  you 
hate  me.” 

By  the  time  the  debate  ended  two 
things  were  painfully  clear:  (1)  The 
match  had  taken  place  in  an  arena  of 
hate  and  vindictiveness  where  issues 
were  replaced  by  slogans  and 
prejudices.  (2)  Madalyn  Murray 
O’Hair  had  operated  on  a  level 
befitting  an  atheist.  W.  A.  Criswell 


had  operated  on  a  level  scarcely 
befitting  a  Christian. 

In  the  final  analysis,  Mrs.  O’Hair 
had  described  Christians  as  intolerant 
and  narrow.  For  the  moment  at  least, 
Dr.  Criswell  seemed  to  prove  her 
point. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  such  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  witness  to  the  Christian  faith 
before  so  many  persons  ended  so 
poorly. 

It  will  leave  some  persons  believing 
Christianity  has  no  legitimate  defense 
against  the  views  of  persons  such  as 
Mrs.  O’Hair.  It  will  leave  others 
believing  that  it  is  impossible  for 
persons  of  such  opposing  views  to 
debate. 

Both  assessments  are  inaccurate 
and  can  only  leave  the  rest  of  us 
hoping  for  another  place,  another 
time  and  a  different  cast. 


Authors  deal  with  aging  and  dying 


By  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 


Among  the  many  fresh,  new  books  that 
are  intended  for  the  dimming  eyes  and 
slimming  purses  of  us  oldsters  none  rate 
higher  on  my  shelves  than  “How  to  Stay 
Younger  While  Growing  Older.”  by 
Reuel  Howe,  wise  and  witty  pastoral 
counselor  and  reconciler  of  human 
science  and  theology,  and  “To  Die  with 
Style,”  by  Marjorie  Casebier  McCoy,  an 
avid  student  of  drama  and  theology. 
( Both  volumes  carry  $5.95  price  tags,  and 
are  from  Word  and  Abingdon,  respec¬ 
tively.) 

It  is  no  accident  that  both  writers  are 
trained  in  theology,  for  aging  and  dying, 
with  or  without  benefit  of  clergy,  is  a 
theological  accomplishment.  Even  the 
avowed  atheist  would  find  it  so;  the 
confessed  believer  will  be  inclined  to 
agree  with  Mrs.  McCoy  on  her  last  page: 


“It  becomes  finally  a  question  of  whether 
we  can  trust  death  as  we  trust  life  -  as  we 
trust  being  loyal,  being  faithful,  planting 
seeds,  waiting  for  spring,  going  to  sleep 
each  night.  Being  able  to  trust  is  what  we 
call  ‘grace.’  ” 

Dr.  Howe  describes  the  chances  we 
have  to  take,  the  risks  we  must  run  if  we 
are  to  have  the  experiences  that  keep  us 
alive.  He  shows  how  to  establish 
authority  that  endures  and  goes  through 
all  the  experiences  of  living.  This  process 
of  growing  is  never  completed,  whether 
we  are,  by  nature,  restless  pioneers  or 
settled-in  homesteaders.  There  is  a 
contemporary  dialogue  between  fear  and 
trust,  and  when  one  trusts  God,  he  or  she 
trusts  life,  both  before  and  after  death. 


generation,  a  bungling  doctor  or  a 
corrupt  government  will  get  little 
comfort  here.) 

Dr.  Howe’s  book  has  many  examples 
illustrating  how  we  can  believe  in  our 
future  by  living  in  the  now,  by  accepting 
the  power  of  transcendance  (that  is,  the 
skill  and  energy  to  surpass  and  excel  the 
best  we  have  expected  of  ourselves),  by 
making  a  friend  rather  than  an  enemy  o* 
time.  (This  and  other  references  to  time 
are  not  intended  to  infer  that  all  this  good 
counsel  is  only  for  those  who  are  nearing 
the  end  of  time  as  we  know  it.  The  whole 
book  makes  much  of  the  idea  that  the 
problems  of  aging  are  really  the 
problems  of  living  at  any  age  and  all 
ages.) 

Working  on  a  part  of  the  same  ample 
canvas,  but  with  different  brushes  and 
paints,  Mrs.  McCoy  insists  that  dying  is 
really  a  part  of  living,  actually  its  final 
creative  task.  Those  who  love  life,  who 
live  satisfying  and  meaningful  lives,  are 
best  able  to  accept  death,  for  loving  life 
"all  the  way”  enables  one  to  die  for  that 
love. 

She  finds  some  current  pre-occupation 
with  “death-denying”  and  “death- 
haunted”  concepts.  It  is  clear  to  her  that 
there  is  a  conspiracy  to  distort  death, 
"covering  it  with  cosmetics,  veiling  it 
with  the  cosmos,  shrouding  it  with 
carnage.”  She  finds  nothing  novel  in  the 
idea  that  living  and  dying  are  two  sides  of 
the  same  coin,  mutually  affecting  each 
other.  But,  we  do  not  always  see  that  to 
learn  to  live  is  also  to  learn  to  die. 
Without  morbid  pre-occupation,  we  must 
say  "yes”  to  the  dying  that  is  part  of 
living.  Aging  is  inevitably  a  part  of  the 
living  that  we  call  "dying.” 

Mrs.  McCoy  draws  upon  literature, 
especially  drama,  for  a  wide  range  of 
illustrations,  enriching  her  own  personal 
experiences.  These  help  to  illustrate  the 
"how”  of  dying  “with  style.”  She 
describes  six  styles  of  living,  with  their 
implications  for  styles  of  dying:  (1) 
Acceptance  of  death  as  a  part  of  the 
rhythm  of  creation,  (2)  resistance  to 
death  as  a  personal  destroyer,  (3) 
adopting  a  sensual  style  of  dying  and 
denying  human  suffering,  (4)  laughing  at 
life  and  dancing  with  death  around  the 
edges  of  ultimate  mystery,  (5)  mourning 
the  sadness  and  brevity  of  finite  ex¬ 
perience  and  (6)  asking  questions  (the 
style  that  the  author  clearly  prefers)  in 
an  effort  to  find  in  death  the  meaning  of 
life. 

Mrs.  McCoy  has  a  series  of  personal 
questions  following  each  one' of  these  six 
chapters,  as  she  seeks  to  place  the 
reader,  for  a  moment  of  reflection,  into 
that  particular  life  and  death  style.  And, 
throughout  her  book,  she  never  abandons 
the  position  that  each  one  of  us  must  give 
everyone  that  privilege  of  living  and 
dying  in  that  person’s  own  particular 
way.  Achieving  one’s  own  death  requires 
individual  integrity. 

“There  is  in  every  individual  a  young 
person  and  an  old  person,”  Dr.  Howe 
explains.  “God  calls  us  both.  Sometimes 
he  calls  the  young  person  in  us  to  wake  up 
and  even  fight  the  old  person  in  us, 
because  the  latter  grows  weary  and 
cautious  ;  but  at  other  times  God  calls  the 
old  person  in  us  to  use  his  perspective 
and  wisdom  to  guide  the  young  person  in 
us.” 


Stark  reminder 

This  large  cross  atop  an  800  foot  hill  at 
St.  Mary’s  College  Seminary  in  Kentucky 
is  a  stark  reminder  of  the  Lenten  season 
which  begins  Feb.  12.  Ash  Wednesday  is 
the  first  day  of  the  40-day  period  in  which 
Christians  prepare  for  the  remembrance 
of  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ.  religious  news  service  photo 
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2,000  persons 
take  part  in 
peace  assembly 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  More 
than  2,000  persons  came  here  Jan.  25-27 
to  fight  the  threat  of  continuing  or  es¬ 
calated  U.S.  participation  in  Vietnam 
fighting  and  to  push  for  observance  of  the 
two-year-old  peace  agreement. 

The  “Assembly  to  Save  the  Peace 
Agreement,”  an  ad  hoc  movement  with 
heavy  religious  orientation,  heard  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Paul  Washburn  assert 
that  Americans  “do  not  know  that  we  lost 
the  war  —  at  least  we  do  not  admit  that 
we  lost  it  —  consequently  we  can  not 
deal,  individually  or  corporately,  with 
our  condition.”  And  they  warmly  ap¬ 
plauded  his  reminder  that  the  denomi¬ 
nation  stands  against  war  as  "incom¬ 
patible  with  the  teachings  and  example 
of  Christ.” 

And  Sen.  George  McGovern,  around 
whose  legislation  the  anti-war  movement 
often  coalesced  in  the  1960s,  declared  it 
“unbelievable  it’s  necessary  to  meet 
here  again"  and  his  astonishment  that 
"sane  people  must  still  debate  this  insane 
war.” 

The  assembly  was  sponsored  by  a  wide 
range  of  religion  and  peace  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  UM  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
Bishops'  Call  for  Peace  and  Self-Develop- 
ment  of  Peoples  and  Women’s  Division. 


This  viewpoint  does  not  deny  the  per 
of  obsolescence  in  a  society  that  c 
humanizes  persons  by  stressing  i 
security  and  instability.  But  the  c 
stacles  to  growing  are  here  to  be  ov« 
come.  (The  senior  citizen  expecting 
put  the  blame  on  an  unappreciati 
family,  an  unthinking  young 
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Some  ten  million  Christians 
around  the  World,  Inter¬ 
denominational.  If  you  or 
your  church  are  not  using 
THE  UPPER  ROOM,  write 
for  information  and  a  FREE 
copy.  Address 
Dept.  F  —  11 

The  Upper  Room 

1908  Grand  Ave. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  37203 


You’re  Never 
Too  Old 
To  Hear  Better 


Chicago,  Dl. — A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  non¬ 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  ever  made  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
requesting  it. 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model  now.  Wear  it  in  the  privacy 
of  your  own  home  to  see  how  tiny 
hearing  help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to 
keep,  free.  The  actual  aid  weighs 
less  than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and 
it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit  No 
wires  lead  from  body  to  head. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no  cost, 
and  certainly  no  obligation.  Thou¬ 
sands  have  already  been  mailed, 
so  write  today  to  Dept.  4300  ; 
Beltone  Electronics,  4201  W.  Vic¬ 
toria  Street,  Chicago,  IU.  60646. 
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with  maturity  dates  ranging  from  1  to  10 %  years  and 
interest  payable  semiannually. 

Thu  announcement  -Is  neither  an  o Mar  to  sail  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offer  to  buy.  The  offer  is  made  by  prospectus  only. 


c 'JA  CB.  Culbertgori  and  Company 


1408  Continental  Life  Building 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102 


Within  Texas,  call  1-800-79B-2992 

Outside  of  Texas,  call  1-800-433-3433  (toll  free) 
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Name _ • 


City,  State  &  Zip_ 


I 

I 

i 


FEBRUARY  7. 1975 

Marriage  affirmed 
by  sex  researchers 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  authors  of 
two  best-selling  books  on  treating  human 
sexual  problems  said  here  that  their  new 
book  strongly  affirms  the  concept  of 
commitment  in  marital  relationships, 
indicates  that  "marriage  is  here  to 
stay,”  and  that  people  are  looking  for 
“something  more”  in  life  and  finding  it  in 
marriage. 

The  famed  team  of  Dr.  William  H. 
Masters  and  Virginia  E.  Johnson,  also 
said  that  the  religious  and  theological 
community  in  the  U.S.  has  been  “most 
supportive”  of  their  endeavors,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  a  “positive  contribution  to 
family  life.” 

The  husband  and  wife  directors  of  the 
Reproductive  Biology  Research  Foun¬ 
dation  in  St.  Louis,  were  in  New  York  to 
discuss  their  new  book,  “The  Pleasure 
Bond  —  A  New  Look  at  Sexuality  and 
Commitment,”  published  by  Little, 
Brown,  and  Company  of  Boston. 

The  authors  of  “Human  Sexual 
Response”  (1966)  and  “Human  Sexual 
Inadequacy”  (1970)  said  that  the  new 
book  is  aimed  at  lay  readers  in  the  form 
of  “preventive  medicine,”  rather  than  as 
a  textbook  for  the  medical  profession, 
social  scientists  and  clinicians. 

Speaking  of  marriage  and  com¬ 
mitment,  they  said  “we’re  interested  in 
enhancing  marital  relationships  and 
commitment  is  the  element  in  these 
relationships  that  we  believe  in  so 
much.  .  .” 

At  the  same  time,  the  two  authors  were 
generally  critical  of  a  variety  of  trends 
that  have  been  popularized  in  recent 
years  as  the  “sexual  revolution,”  in¬ 
cluding  "how  to”  books  on  sex 
techniques,  extramarital  sex, 
“swinging,”  the  emergence  of  “sex 
clinics,”  and  the  practice  of  young  people 
“living  together”  in  lieu  of  marriage. 

Essentially,  Masters  and  Johnson  said 
they  based  their  rejections  on  pragmatic 
or  scientific  findings  —  "they  don’t 
work”  or  “they  are  just  not  practical  in 
most  cases”  or  "they  cause  more 
problems  than  they  solve.”  But  they  also 
indicated  that  religious  and  cultural 
concepts  woven  into  peoples’  lives  work 
against  such  experiences. 

Ms.  Johnson  (Masters),  who  has  been  a 
research  assistant  and  instructor  at 
Washington  University’s  medical  school, 
remarked  that  the  idea  of  commitment  is 
showing  up  today  in  a  “new  trend.” 

She  said  people  are  looking  for 
"something  more”  in  their  interpersonal 
relationships  and  are  "finding  it  in 
marriage,”  despite  the  changing  cultural 
mores  that  effect  human  relationships. 

In  a  chapter  on  sexual  fidelity  and 
marriage,  the  authors  reaffirm  the 
"value  and  meaning  of  marriage”  as  a 
means  of  commitment,  which  they  said 
includes  “spiritual  fulfillment.” 

While  observing  that  past  religious  and 
cultural  philosophies  have  produced 
"demonstrably  inaccurate  or  false” 
ideas  about  the  role  of  sexual  com¬ 
mitment  in  marriage,  they  nevertheless 
stated  “.  .  .what  was  true  in  the  past  is  no 
less  true  at  present  and  gives  promise  of 
being  true  in  the  future:  the  search  for 
happiness  and  personal  fulfillment,  for 
the  pleasures  of  a  life  that  has  meaning, 
sooner  or  later  leads  to  marriage.” 

They  went  on  to  disagree  with  social 
critics  who  claim  that  the  marital 
commitment  will  no  longer  include 
“sexual  exclusivity”  and  that  ex¬ 
tramarital  sex  will  abound. 

"With  the  abandonment  of  prescribed 
rules  based  on  the  theological  concept  of 
virtue  and  sin,  each  individual  is  now 
forced  to  fashion  a  private  set  of  moral 
and  ethical  values  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
sustain  him  over  the  years,”  they  added. 

Citing  the  "virtual  meaninglessness” 
of  all  special  pleading  in  favor  of  ex¬ 
tramarital  sex,  they  said  that  of  all  those 
who  stress  that  extramarital  sex  oft^n 
proves  beneficial  to  marriage  “perhaps 
the  most  disconcerting  are  a  few  highly 
principled  individuals,  some  of  whom  are 
affiliated  with  the  ministry  or  religious 
institutions.” 


On  the  other  hand,  the  authors  credited 
many  religious  leaders  with  developing  a 
new  Christian  approach  to  sexuality,  in 
which  “dogmatism  is  being  forced’  to 
yield  to  humanism”  and  the  “punitive, 
harshly -judgmental,  double  standard 
values  of  religious  orthodoxy”  are  being 
replaced  by  a  frame-work  of  personal 
responsibility  for  one’s  actions  in  the 
area  of  sexuality. 

While  the  authors  praised  the 
“emancipation  of  sexuality”  from  one¬ 
dimensional  judgments  imposed  in  the 
past  by  religious  dogma,  they  urged 
religious  leaders  to  “learn  everything 
they  can  about  the  physiological  and 
psychological  realities  of  human  sexual 
experience  before  they  recommend 
changes  in  ethical  standards,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  relating  to  sexual  com¬ 
mitment. 

“Otherwise,  the  ‘new  morality,’  like 
the  old,  will  amount  to  little  more  than 
empty  pontification,  an  unreliable  guide 
for  millions  of  confused  men  and  women 
who  are  searching  for  .  .  .  principles  that 
they  can  trust  in  structuring  their  sexual 
relationships,”  they  observed. 

46  foreign 
missionaries 
come  to  U.S . 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
Reversing  the  traditional  style  of  sending 
evangelists  overseas.  46  persons  from  19 
countries  and  Puerto  Rico  will  be  coming 
to  the  United  States  in  March  to  motivate 
ministers  and  congregations  to  seek  h 
deeper  understanding  of  their  mission  in 
evangelism  and  to  create  a  forum  for  the 
exchange  of  ideas. 

Participants  in  the  first  series  of  “New 
World  Mission''.’’  will  be  visiting  com¬ 
munities  in  48  of  the  73  United  Methodist 
Annual  (regional)  conferences  to 
“openly  seek  the  allegiance  of  persons  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  Kingdom  of  God,”  to 
“proclaim  the  Lordship  of  Christ  in  all 
areas  of  life,”  and  to  “call  the  church  in 
the  United  States  to  greater  com¬ 
mitment.” 

Sponsoring  the  emphasis  is  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
Bishop’s  Committee  for  World 
Evangelism  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

Each  visitor  will  participate  in  three, 
one-week  missions,  speaking  at  local 
church  events,  appearing  at  civic  and 
community  functions,  addressing 
ecumenical  rallies,  and  participating  in  a 
variety  of  events  planned  by  each  local 
church  or  group  of  churches. 

The  Rev.  George  Morris,  director  of 
the  New  World  Mission  emphasis, 
describes  it  as  a  “people-oriented” 
rather  than  a  “program-oriented”  effort. 
“It  is  an  attempt  to  relate  evangelism  to 
God’s  dream  of  a  new  world  order,”  he 
said,  “a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth." 

Pointing  out  that  the  church  in  the 
United  States  has  for  too  long  been 
primarily  on  the  “sending”  end  of 
evangelism,  Mr.  Morris  said,  “We  have 
so  much  to  learn  from  Christians  of  other 
lands.” 

Another  three- week  series  of  missions 
is  planned  for  this  fall  with  an  entirely 
new  group  of  overseas  visitors.  Mr. 
Morris  said  local  churches  already  are 
booking  up  missioners  for  that  period. 
“We  see  ourselves  establishing  rhythm 
in  the  missionary-evangelist  flow  which 
will  help  us  see  ourselves  as  a  receiving 
as  well  as  a  sending  country,”  he  said. 

Overseas  visitors  for  the  program  were 
nominated  by  the  indigenous  church 
leadership  of  their  own  countries. 
Included  in  the  March  series  will  be 
persons  from  ^Nairobi,  Qhana,  Sierra 
Leone,  Argentina,  Peru,  Mexico,  Puerto 
Rico,  Australia,  Tonga,  the  Philippines, 
Malaya,  Korea,  Singapore,  Hong  Kong, 
India,  Sweden,  Norway,  England, 
Austria,  and  East  Germany. 


Classified 

R*t«:  53c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adverting  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.73 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

ORIENT.  VISITING  Japan.  Taiwan.  Philip¬ 

pines.  Singapore.  Thailand.  Hong  Kong, 
Bangkok.  Alaska.  From  Dallas  via  Seattle.  J 

May  3l-June  21.  Deluxe  hotels.  Bess 
LoudermUk.  3339  Milton,  Dallas.  Texas  75203. 

SCANDINAVIA  AND  CENTRAL  EUROPE: 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux,  experienced  escorts, 
Invite  you  to  join  them.  3  weeks  In  July  1975. 
Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  3347 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  73314. 

HOUSEPARENT  COUPLES  NEEDED  Im¬ 
mediately  at  Henderson  Settlement  Mission 
and  ResldenUal  Child  Care  Home,  Frakes. 

Ky..  serving  Appalachian  children  and  youth. 
Salary,  room,  board,  fringe  benefits  provided.  j 

Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

PREGNANT7  UNMARRIED?  Glva  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  Ufe!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio  offers  s  com- 

United  Methodist  Church.  Contact:  Rev. 
Donald  Stllwell,  Henderson  Settlement. 
Frakes.  Ky.  40940.  or  call  (606)-337-3613. 

plete,  confidential  service  on  your  pronlems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  educaUon.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78340.  Phone  (513)  696-2410. 

j  ENTERTAINING  METHODISTS  from 

Florida  to  California.  The  new  book  of  100 
humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members. 

"A  Methodist  Is  .  .  ."  SU11  only  $1.50  from 
Cokesbury. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England,  France,  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  McFerrtn  Stowe.  Nine  days 
beginning  April  7,  from  Dallas.  $649.00.  For 
brochure:  Heritage  Tours.  Box  3139,  Waco. 

TX.  76707. 

AROUND  THE  WORLD  TOUR:  Visit  Hawaii. 
Japan.  Taiwan.  Hong  Kong.  Thailand.  Nepal. 
India.  HOLY  LAND,  Athens,  Vienna, 
Budapest.  OpUonal  return  via  Afghanistan. 
Russia.  Sightseeing;  conference  with  heads  of 
state,  missionaries,  ambassadors,  editors.  5 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Business  ad¬ 
ministrator  for  2S0Omember  church  In  mid- 
western  dty  of  130,000.  Send  quaUflcaUons  and 
references:  Position.  TM-UMR,  Box  1076. 

departs  July  6.  Write  for  free  brochure.  Mrs. 
George  Fallon.  1021  Arlena  Dr.,  Arlington. 

Texas  76012. 

Dallas,  Texas  73231. 

NEW  YORK  TO  LUXEMBOURG.  $299  round 

Beautiful  book  titled  "PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS".  Only  $i50  postpaid. 

Elizabeth's  House  of  Gifts 

P.O.  Box  35351 

trip.  Icelandic.  50  escorted  tours.  Independent, 
on  your  own.  Earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours,  2330 
Chimney  Rock,  Houston.  Texas  77027.  (713)- 
783-1 801. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews  j 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

ANNUAL  FINANCE  COUNSEL  available  on 
contract  basis  for  1973.  Calendar  currently 
flexible  to  your  congregation's  needs.  j 

Cavanaugh  Associates.  915  Kern  Drive.  El 

Paso.  Texas  79902.  (913  )  533-6759. 

WORLD  TOUR:  July.  Asia.  Middle  East. 
Soviet.  Europe.  Sightseeing  Interviews.  Bro¬ 
chure.  write:  Robert  Panzer.  700  D.  Ave., 
Coronado,  Calif.  93118. 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (817)  Ml 5-9203  Keene,  Texas  76059 
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Baptism  may  aid  unity 

Churches  study  rite  for  common  agreement 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Baptism  is  being  examined  by 
Christians  today  both  as  a  means  of 
promoting  ecumenical  cooperation  and 
as  a  way  of  strengthening  one’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  a  particular  church. 

In  discussions  among  Protestant 
denominations,  and  between  Catholics 
and  Protestants,  the  sacrament  is  being 
studied  in  light  of  its  common 
significance  as  a  person’s  introduction  to 
the  family  of  Christ.  Within 
denominations,  the  initiation  rite  is  being 
considered  in  view  of  proposals  to 
provide  opportunities  for  re-affirming 
baptismal  vows  in  adulthood,  and 
suggestions  for  combining  baptism  and 
confirmation  into  a  united  rite. 

One  of  the  more  significant 
agreements  among  U.S.  Catholics  and 
Protestants  on  baptism  came  in  1966  as 
part  of  the  Lutheran-Catholic  dialogues 
in  this  country.  In  a  joint  statement,  the 
theologians  taking  part  in  those 
discussions  declared,  “We  were 
reasonably  certain  that  the  teachings  of 
our  respective  traditions  regarding 
baptism  are  in  substantial  agreement, 
and  this  opinion  has  been  confirmed  at 
this  meeting.” 

Among  Protestants,  baptism  is  being 
studied  as  a  means  toward  achieving 
church  unity. 

At  its  plenary  session  last  fall,  the  nine- 
denomination  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (COCU),  in  which  the  United 
Methodist  Church  actively  participates, 
adopted  “An  Affirmation  Toward  the 
Mutual  Recognition  of  Members.”  The 
statement  encourages  the  denominations 
to  declare  “that  membership  in  a  par¬ 


ticular  church  is  full  membership  in  the 
whole  People  of  God.” 

There  were  a  number  of  qualifications 
in  the  COCU  document,  however.  It  said 
that  “affirming  our  oneness  in  baptism 
does  not  abolish  membership  in  all 
particular  churches,  nor  does  it  mean 
plural  simultaneous  membership  in 
several,  nor  does  it  refer  merely  to  the 
practice  of  transferring  membership 
from  one  particular  church  to  another.” 
United  Methodists:  baptism 
should  unite  Christians 

Although  that  document  was  con¬ 
sidered  to  pose  problems  for 
congregations  which  require  re-baptism 
by  immersion  for  persons  transferring 
from  other  denominations,  the  United 
Methodist  delegation  expressed  disap¬ 
pointment  that  it  was  not  stronger. 

A  denominational  resource  pamphlet 
on  baptism  says  that  “United  Methodists 
recognize  all  Christian  baptisms  and  look 
upon  baptism  as  something  that  should 
unite,  rather  than  divide,  Christians.” 

The  Articles  of  Religion  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  adapted  by  John 
Wesley  in  1784  from  those  in  the  Anglican 
Church,' state  simply:  “Baptism  is  not 
only  a  sign  of  profession  and  mark  of 
difference  whereby  Christians  are 
distinguished  from  others  that  are  not 
baptized;  but  it  is  also  a  sign  of 
regeneration  or  the  new  birth.  The 
baptism  of  young  children  is  to  be 
retained  in  the  church.”  (“The  Book  of 
Discipline  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  Article  XII) 

“The  Confession  of  faith  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethern  Church,” 
however,  spells  out  baptism’s  meaning 
more  definitely.  In  Article  VI,  the  EUB 


WCC  group  defines 
missions  moratorium 


GENEVA  (EPS)  —  Mission  executives 
went  back  to  the  Bible  to  see  what  they 
could  learn  from  the  first  Christian 
missionaries  -  the  12  Apostles  -  during  a 
recent  consultation  sponsored  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

From  the  Book  of  Acts  they  discovered 
that  the  12  changed  their  minds  and 
stopped  requiring  Gentile  converts  to 
become  copies  of  Jewish  ones.  They  were 
free  to  express  the  Gospel  in  new  cultural 
forms. 

“Today,”  concluded  the  mission 
executives,  “the  call  to  moratorium  is  a 
demand  for  freedom  from  the  cultural 
domination  of  Western  missions.” 

Both  Western  and  Third  World  (Asian, 
African  and  Latin  American)  Christians 
attended  the  consultation  convened  here 
by  the  Committee  on  Ecumenical 
Sharing  of  Personnel. 

They  recalled  that  as  Gentile 
Christianity  developed,  it  ceased  to  have 
one  geographical  centre.  Today, 
however,  the  impetus  for  mission  comes 
from  Western  centres  “of  world  political 
and  economic  power."  Participants  saw 
“the  interplay  of  political,  economic  and 
cultural  forces  producing  domination 
and  dependence.” 

The  call  for  moratorium  sounded  by 
Christians  in  both  Africa  and  Asia  is  a 
call  for  freedom  to  be  oneself,  and  to  take 
responsibility  for  mission  in  each  place 
with  cultural  integrity.  They  favored 
“the  power  of  the  Gospel  rather  than 
power  based  largely  on  material 
resources.” 

The  consultation  agreed  that 
moratorium  is  not  a  universal  call  to 
stop.  Some  churches  still  want  funds  for 
service  and  educational  institutions,  not 

Rev.  Moon  plans 
mass  wedding 
of  1,600  couples 

SEOUL  (RNS)  —  South  Korea 
evangelist  Sun  Myung  Moon  will  preside 
at  a  scheduled  mass  wedding  here  of 
1,600  couples,  despite  some  parental 
objections,  according  to  Seoul  radio. 

The  couples,  representing  South 
Korea,  Japan,  the  United  States  and  a 
number  of  European  countries,  are  all 
members  of  Mr.  Moon’s  Unification 
Church,  which  claims  a  membership  of 
over  two  million  in  50  countries. 

According  to  the  Unification  Church, 
the  ceremony  on  Feb.  8  will  be  “the 
largest  mass  wedding  in  history.”  It  will 
be  held  in  Chang  Chung  Gymnasium, 
Seoul’s  largest  indoor  arena,  and  the  site 
of  a  similar  marriage  of  777  couples  by 
the  Rev.  Moon  in  October,  1970. 

Seoul  radio  quoted  a  spokesman  for  the 
church,  known  officially  as  the  Holy 
Spirit  Association  for  the  Unification  of 
World  Christianity,  as  saying  that  a 
number  of  Japanese  parents  had 
“strongly”  objected  to  their  children’s 
participation  in  the  event. 

The  parents,  the  spokesman  said, 
claimed  that  their  children  would  not 
know  whom  they  were  to  marry  until  the 
wedding  day  “because  the  Association 
had  chosen  the  spouses.” 

The  broadcast  said  the  spokesman 
challenged  the  parental  claim,  saying  it 
was  “wholly  based  on  the  conflict  of 
national  sentiments  between  Japanese 
and  Korean,”  and  insisting  that  the 
marriages  were  being  solemnized  “after 
full  consent  by  the  couples  who  have  been 
allowed  to  meet  two  or  three  times  before 
making  their  decisions.” 

Mr.  Moon  recently  completed  a  highly 
publicized  tour  of  eight  major  U.S.  cities. 


support  for  pastors  and  church  ad¬ 
ministration.  Latin  American  churches 
call  for  selective  moratorium.  Middle 
East  churches  want  a  new  kind  of 
relationship,  one  that  does  not  threaten 
the  present  self-support  and  autonomy  of 
churches  from  which  missionaries  were 
withdrawn  some  time  ago. 

But  everywhere  the  move  towards 
moratorium  “in  some  degree  or  at  some 
stage”  is  more  in  evidence. 

Western  church  institutions  must 
change  the  consultation  said,  to  express 
the  new  agendas  of  mission  and  to 
develpp.  liberating  and.  participatory 
styles  of  relationships.  Churches  that 
have  traditionally  sent  missionaries 
were  asked  to  rediscover  the  mission 
within  their  own  societies.  More  study  is 
needed,  the  consultation  said,  on  how 
Western  churches  can  move  beyond 
present  mission  structures  to  discover 
their  own  selfhood. 


confession  states:  “We  believe  baptism 
signifies  entrance  into  the  household  of 
faith,  and  is  a  symbol  of  repentance  and 
inner  cleansing  from  sin,  a  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  new  birth  in  Christ  Jesus  and 
a  mark  of  Christian  discipleship." 

The  Article  further  states:  “We  believe 
children  are  under  the  atonement  of 
Christ  and  as  heirs  of  the  Kingdom  of  God 
are  acceptable  subjects  for  Christian 
baptism.  Children  of  believing  parents 
through  baptism  become  the  special 
responsibility  of  the  church.  They  should 
be  nurtured  and  led  to  personal  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  Christ,  and  by  profession  of 
faith  confirm  their  baptism.” 

?•'  '.iC 

Theological  guidelines  urged 

Both  affirmations  are  contained  in  the 
1972  “Book  ofeDiscipline”  under  the  title 
“LandmaiCpocuments.”  In  the  merger 
of  the  tw<r%enomifiations  in  1968,  a 
theological  study  commission  was 
organized  to  blend  the  two  documents 
into  one.  Instead,  the  commission 
produced  a  third  document,  “Our 
Theological  Task,”  declaring  theological 
pluralism  as  a  principle  and  stating  that 
the  church  must  continue'  to  think 
through  its  theology  guided  by  scripture, 
tradition,  experience  and  reason. 

The  new  document,  adopted  almost 
unanimously  by  the  over  900  lay  and 
clerical  delegates  at  the  1972  General 
Conference,  did  not  deal  specifically  with 
baptism  or  any  tenant  of  the  faith.  But  it 
reaffirmed  the  Wesleyan  spirit  and 
tradition  of  theological  reflection  and 
dialogue  with  other  Christian 
denominations. 

Common  certificate 
of  baptism  adopted 

In  Britain,  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestants  reached  agreement  in  1972 
on  a  common  Certificate  of  Christian 
Baptism. 

The  certificate,  which  was  drawn  up  by 
the  Mission  and  Unity  Department  of  the 
British  Council  of  Churches,  affirms  that 
its  holder  has  been  baptized  with  water  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit,  and  may  be  used  for  both  adults 
and  children. 

Among  the  churches  recognizing  the 
certificate  are  the  Church  of  England 
(Anglican),  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
in  England  and  Wales,  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  the  Methodist  Church,  and  the 
Congregational  Church. 

The  common  certificate  is  not  intended 
to  take  the  place  of  baptismal  certificates 
issued  by  individual  churches.  However, 
some  of  the  churches  do  not  issue  their 
own  baptismal  certificates,  and  some 
that  do  intend  that, they  be  used  as 
reminders  of  baptism  rather  than  legal 
documents. 

As  Catholics  and  Protestants  consider 
the  ecumenical  implications  of  baptism, 
they  are  continuing  to  find  that  there  are 
important  areas  of  agreement  —  but  also 
of  disagreement. 


Prayer  censor  sought  by 
North  Carolina  plaintiffs 


RALEIGH,  N.C.  (RNS)  —  A  suit 
seeking  to  remove  a  “Motorist’s  Prayer” 
from  an  official  North  Carolina  highway 
map  on  the  grounds  that  it  represents  an 
unconstitutional  establishment  of 
religion  by  the  state  was  lodged  here  in 
U.S.  District  Court. 

It  was  filed  by  the  North  Carolina  Civil 
Liberties  Union  Legal  Foundation,  Inc., 
Lawrence  C.  Rousch  of  Wilson,  a  self- 
proclaimed  atheist,  and  Mary  G.  P.  Hall 
of  Charlotte.  The  defendant  is  N.C. 
Secretary  of  Transportation  Troy  Doby 

The  suit  seeks  a  permanent  injunction 
preventing"  the  state  from  distributing 
maps  containing  the  prayer.  It  asks  the 
court  to  declare  the  action  un¬ 
constitutional,  and  it  also  seeks  $10,000  in 
damages. 

Norman  B.  Smith,  attorney  for  the  N.C. 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  said  the 
organization  is  more  interested  in  getting 
the  prayer  off  the  maps  than  in  collecting 
the  damages.  “All  we’re  saying,"  he 
said,  “is  that  damage  has  been  done  to 
the  plaintiffs  in  the  exercising  of  their 
religious  rights." 

After  having'the  matter  checked  by  the 
N.C.  Attorney  General’s  office,  Mr.  Doby 
and  Gov.  James  E.  Holshouser,  Jr., 
announced  on  Sept.  28  that  the  prayer- 
would  remain  on  the  map  and  that  it 
would  be  published  in  the  1975-78  edition. 

In  personally  rejecting  the  request,  the 
governor  said  he  believes  in  separation  of 
church  and  state  but  he  also  believes  in 
the  need  for  spiritual  values  in  society. 

The  maps  are  distributed  free  of 


•  /si* 


Baptism ’s  roles  being  examined 

Baptism  is  being  examined  by  Christians  today  both  as  a  I  center],  pastor  or  Kp.phany  Homan  Catholic  Church  in 
means  oi  pron.oling  ecumenical  cooperation  and  as  a  way  of  Manhattan,  as  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pike,  rector  of  nearby 

Mistreatment  of  Native  Americans 
deplored  by  U.M.  federal  judge 


charge  by  the  Department  of  Trans¬ 
portation. 

The  prayer:  “Our  heavenly  Father,  we 
ask  this  day  a  particular  blessing  as  we 
take  the  wheel  of  our  car.  Grant  us  safe 
passage  through  all  the  perils  of  travel; 
shelter  those  who  accompany  us  and 
protect  us  from  harm  by  thy  mercy; 
steady  our  hands  and  quicken  our  eye 
that  we  may  never  take  another’s  life; 
guide  us  to  our  destination  safely,  con¬ 
fident  in  the  knowledge  that  thy  blessings 
go  with  us  through  darkness  and  light, 
sunshine  and  shower,  forever  and  ever, 
Amen.” 

The  prayer  has  been  printed  on  the 
map  for  many  years. 


NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (UMC)  — 
Christians  will  have  to  resolve  in  their 
own  consciences  how  they  will  act  in 
regard  to  Native  Americans  whose  lands 
they  took  over,  a  Federal  District  Judge 
who  is  a  director  of  the  National  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  stated  here. 

Judge  Warren  K.  Urbom  of  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  said  he  deplored  the  treatment  of 
Native  Americans  by  the  United  States 
government  even  though  he  ruled  Jan.  17 
that  the  Sioux  Nation  or  other  American 
Indian  tribes  do  not  have  complete 
sovereignty  over  their  reservations.  His 
comments  were  made  to  the  parish 
ministries  section  of  the  National 
Division. 

The  judge’s  ruling  rejected  the  claim  of 
^5  4ndiap?L  including  some  :  who 
rebelled  in  1973  at  Wounded  Knee  —  that 
[he  1868  Sioux  treaty  gave  that  tribe  and 
not  the  United  States  jurisdiction  over 
crimes  committed  during  the  71-day 
occupation  of  Wounded  Knee. 

Judge  Urbom  said  that  treaties  with 
the  Indians  made  over  the  last  century 
had  been  superceded  in  many  cases  by 
laws.  “Since  Chief  Justice  John  Mar¬ 
shall’s  decision  of  1821  (in  which  Indian 
tribes  were  described  as  domestic  in¬ 
dependent  nations),  we  have  moved  into 
a  sea  of  uncertainties  and  floundering  in 
regard  to  Native  Americans,”  he  added. 
“The  general  idea  seemed  to  be  that 
when  a  European  Christian  nation  en¬ 
countered  a  non-Christian  nation,  such  as 
the  American  Indians,  a  special 
relationship  was'^sef'up.  The*  Christian 
nation  had  a  rigfiP'to  acquire  the  non- 
Christians’  land  iW^hny  way  its  people 
would  allow,  whetfiSr’by  purchase,  war 
or  other  means." 

Judge  Urbom," who  spoke  following  a 
discussion  of  United  Methodist  Church 
relations  with  Native  Americans,  added 
that  it  was  “a  mission  of  the  U.S. 
Congress  or  the  people  at  large  through 
the  Constitution’^and  not  of  judges,  to 
redefine  existing  national  policy 
regarding  Native  Americans 

Judge  Urbom  said  in  his  decision, 
issued  in  Lincoln,  that  he  hoped  the 
hearing  would  help  white  Americans 


learn  to  listen  to  the  Indians  and  would 
make  U.S.  citizens  more  aware  and  more 
willing  to  grapple  with  the  hard  decisions 
that  needed  to  be  made. 

Attorneys  for  the  Indians  had  con¬ 
tended  that  if  they  won  the  suit  they 
planned  to  sue  the  federal  government  to 
regain  all  of  the  land  —  including  the 
state  of  South  Dakota  —  which  the  Sioux 
had  occupied  in  the  early  part  of  the  19th 
Century. 

The  decision  will  be  appealed  and 
possibly  could  reach  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court. 

member  of 
Church  in 


Judge  Urbom,  who  is  a 
Trinity  United  Methodist 


Lincoln,  also  was  assigned  early  last 
year  to  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D  .  to  hear  about  60 
criminal  cases  arising  out  of  the 
Wounded  Knee  occupation.  He  said  that 
of  the  60  cases  —  felonies  mostly  in¬ 
volving  burglary  and  assault  charges  — 
there  were  six  convictions  and  two  guilty 
pleas.  These  case:  were  in  addition  to  the 
principal  Wound  .■d  Knee  defendants, 
Dennis- Banks  and  Russell  Means,  whose 
trial  ended  when  the  U.S.  District  Judge 
dismissed  charges  against  them,  ac¬ 
cusing  the  government  of  misconduct  in 
the  case. 

The  questions  surrounding  the  1868 
Sioux  Treaty  were  separated  from  those 
trials  and  held  until  Judge  Urbom’s 
recent  decision. 


W.W.  I  incident  harbors 
message  for  today’s  church 


British  evaitgelicals  discuss 
Lausanne  Conference  themes 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  A  followUlp  to  last 
year’s  International  Congress  on  World 
Evangelization,  held  aL  Londoq  Bible 
College,  was  sponsored  to  enable  British 
evangelicals  to  exchange  ideas  on  ap¬ 
plying  its  trftateriaf  tb  Britain. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Evangelical 
Alliance,  nearly  50  evangelicals  of 
various  denominations  attended  the  one- 
day  meeting-  Ur>  , 

One  of  the  majqr  items  discussed  was 
the  Lausanne  Covenant,  which  had  been 
signed  by  participants  at  the  evangelism 
congress  last  year.  The  Rev.  John  R.  W. 


Stott,  rector  of  All.Souls  Church,  London, 
had  been  one  of  its  drafters. 

Participants  in  the  meeting  here 
agreed  that  repentance  had  been  a  key 
theme  at  Lausanne,  and  that  British 
Christians  ought  to  confess  their 
inadequate  understanding  of  the  Gospel 
and  their  lack  of  urgency  in  proclaiming 
it. 

Another  point  made  at 
here  was  that  the  whole  church  in  Britain 
needs  more  expository  ministry  that 
adequately  relates  Biblical  teaching  to 
modern  life.  *on*r.-. 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  A  prominent 
British  Baptist  minister,  now  retired  and 
in  his  80s,  recalls  his  first  kiss  from  a  girl 
—  a  Roman  Catholic  nun  —  when  he  was 
a  24-year-old-officer  during  World  War  I 
in  Italy. 

The  “wordless  meeting”  between  them 
lasted  only  a  moment.  He  never  saw  her 
hgain.  The  Sacred  Heart  emblem  which 
she  pressed  into  his  hand  is  lost.  But  the 
Rev.  W.  D.  Jackson  has  never  forgotten 
her. 

The  full  text  of  Mr.  Jackson’s  story,  as 
he  related  it  to  the  Baptist  Times  of 
London,  follows: 

“A  girl  once  told  me  I  was  a  slow  old 
thing.  Maybe  I  was.  I  was  24  when  I  was 
first  kissed  by  a  girl. 

“That  was  in  Italy,  in  the  autumn  of 
1917,  I  was  an  officer  of  artillery,  riding 
with  my  battery  to  the  Italian  battlefront 
to  reinforce  the  shattered  Italian  armies. 

“It  was  early  morning.  As  .officer  of 
the  day  I  rode  ahead  of  the^guns.  We 
came  to  a  convent.  The  doo^ opened.  Out 
came  a  young  nun.  She  ran  to  me  and 
stretched  up  her  hand. 

“I  bent  down  in  my  saddle  toward  her. 
She  took  my  hand,  put  something  in  it, 
folded  my  fingers  over  it,  kissed  my  hand 
and  was  gone.  The  convent -door  closed 
behind  her  and  I  saw  her  no. more. 

“I  rode  on.  and  opened  my  hand.  In  the 
palm  lay  a  Sacred  Heart,  exquisitely 
worked  in  crimson  velvet.  Greatly 
moved,  and  deeply  humbled'.  I  put  her 


Canon  lawyer 
defends  naming 

the  gathering  o/  ''altar  girls' 

Britain 


University  of  Minnesota 

Rise  in  student  religious  interest  noted 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  A  “definite 
renewal  of  student  interest  in  religion”  at 
the  University  of  Minnesota  has  been 
reported  by  the  student  newspaper,  the 
Minnesota  Daily. 

As  examples,  it  said  that  student 
participation  in  the  Jewish  Hillel 
Foundation  is  at  a  high  point  since  the 
late  1960s;  that  attendance  at  the  Advent 
services  at  the  University  Lutheran 
Center  reached  a  10-year  high,  and  that 
Mass  attendance  at  the  Catholic 
Newman  Center  has  been  increasing 
since  1970.  ‘ 

Directors  of  the  campus  religious 
organizations  are  not  quite  sure  why  the 
reason  for  the  upturn  in  religious  in¬ 
terest,  the  Daily  said. 


The  Rev.  Roger  Stoehr,  campus  pastor 
at  the  University  Lutheran  Center,  said 
students  seem  to  be  trying  to  sort  out 
values  they  hold  and  place  things  in  a 
theological  perspective. 

“During  the  ’50s  people  were  also 
sorting  things  out  and  then  in  the  ’60s 
people  began  acting  on  these  princples," 
Pastor  Stoehr  said.  “What's  happening 
now,  I  think,  is  part  of  a  pendulum  effect 
where  we're  returning  to  the  conditions 
of  the  ’50s." 

Along  with  the  increase  in  attendance 
at  worship  services  at  the  Lutheran 
chapel.  Pastor  Stoehr  said  participation 
in  the  marriage  and  friendship  seminars 
during  last  fall’s  special  interest  pro¬ 
grams  also  had  been  good. 


Father  William  Hunt,  director  of  the 
Newman  Center,  said  he  is  “getting 
requests  for  traditional  things  such  as 
Latin  Masses.” 

“This  change  could  be  a  reflection  of  a 
change  in  the  composition  of  the  student 
body  where  students  appear  to  be  taking 
a  much  more  non-nonsense  approach 
towards  school  and  are  more  concerned 
with  careers,”  the  priest  said.  "I  also 
think  some  people  who  left  the  traditional 
church  for  Eastern  religions  are 
returning  after  viewing  their^hristianity 
from  a  different  perspective. 

“They’re  finding  the  community 
emphasis  where  all  hold  common 
beliefs  can  also  provide  a  suitable 
approach  to  religion.” 


HARTFORD  (RNS)  -  A  leading 
Roman  Catholic  canon  lawyer  said  here 
that  each  Catholic  bishop  has  the  power 
to  allow  the  use  of  girls  to  serve  at  Mass, 
without  a  change  in  the  church’s  canon 
law  or  recourse  to  the  Vatican. 

Father  Thomas  J.  Lynch,  chancellor  of 
the  Hartford  archdiocese  and  .a  former 
coordinator  of  the  Canon  Law  Society  of 
America  for  seven  years^aid  that  a  1966 
document  —  issued  by  Pope  Paul  to 
implement  a  Vatican  II  decree  on  the 
powers  of  bishops  —  “gives  bishops  the 
right  to  dispense  from,  general  , discipli¬ 
nary  laws  of  the  church,"  unless  the 
power  to  dispense  is”  specifically  re¬ 
served  to  the  Pope 

Describing  as  “anachronistic”  the 
present  law  (Canon  813)  which  prohibits 
girls  from  serving  Mass,  he  said  the  law 
really  does  not  represent  the  stance  of 
the  Church  after  Vatican  II,  during  which 
the  equality  of  men  and  women  was 
stressed. 

In  recent  months,  debate  within  the 
U.S.  Catholic  Church  has  mounted  over 
the  use  of  “altar  girls”  in  some  dioceses. 


gift  in  the  breast  pocket  of  my  tunic  and 
carried  it  there  right  through  to  the  end 
of  the  war. 

“She  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  I  was  a 
Protestant.  She  was  devoted  to  a  life  of 
unmarried  service  for  Christ.  I  was  a 
student  from  Bristol  Baptist  College. 

"But  in  her  lovely,  wordless  gesture 
she  had  said  to  me.  “I  have  you  in  my 
heart.  We  have  a  common  enemy.  Let  us 
make  common  cause!” 

“Does  she  still  live?  And  if  so,  does  she 
remember  the  young  soldier  she  kissed? 

I  am  over  80  now  and  have  neverj 
forgotten  her.  The  Sacred- Heart  is  lost. 
In  World  War  II,  when  I  was  a  Baptist1 
minister  in  London,  at  the  receiving  end* 
of  high  explosives,  it  disappeared  with 
other  precious  things. 

“But  with  experience  enlarged  and 
deepened  by  the  years  I  can  see  that  what 
she  said  to  me  so  long  ago  is  of  more 
urgent  meaning  now  for  all  churches  — 
‘In  the  face  of  a  common  enemy  let  us 
make  common  cause!’  ” 

Ethicist:  ‘moral 
base  vital  to 
relationships’ 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn  (RNS)  —  The 
president  of  the  American  Society  of 
Christian  Ethics  said  here  that  members 
of  the  organizations  should  neither  try  to 
avoid  controversy  nor  be  too  quick  to 
condemn  opponents. 

“Sometimes,  because  of  our  con¬ 
victions,  we  must  enter  into  controversy 
and  denounce  injustice,"  said  Dr.  Roger 
Shinn,  acting  president  of  Union  (N.Y.) 
Theological  Seminary. 

But,  he  added,  ethicists  should  exercise 
restraint  in  dealing  with  those  who 
disagree  with  them  because  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  right  and  wrong  is  not 
always  clear. 

“Often,  not  all  the  right  is  on  one  side 
and  not  all  wrong  is  on  another,”  he  told 
the  society,  which  held  its  1975  meeting  at 
the  University  of  Tennessee. 

Dr.  Edward  Pellegrino  of  Yale 
University  told  the  group  that  helping 
people  obtain  better  health  care  is  an 
ethical  matter. 

“We  have  had  to  resort  to  the  law  in  the 
last  several  years,"  he  said.  “We  often 
hear  of  accountability  and  litigation 
today. 

“But  the  law  is  insufficient.  It  prevents 
the  gross  in  the  miscarriage  of  human 
relationships.  But  there  must  be  an 
ethical  base.” 

Dr.  Pellegrino  said  Christian  ethfts 
provide  a  special  light  for  those  who  can 
go  to  that  level.  "I  am  not  rejecting  the 
law  and  government  and  their  role,"  he 
said,  “but  there  are  defects  in 
professional  ethics.” 
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Father  Harold  Cohen,  SJ, 
addresses  study  group 


Marriage  communication  Louisiana  UM  response 

lab  seminar  held  at  Mary  Hill  to  Honduran  relief 


The  Associate  Chaplain  of  Loyola  University  of  the  South  at  New  Orleans,  Fr. 
Harold  Cohen,  S.J.,  was  the  featured  guest  at  the  final  meeting  of  the  Perkins 
Continuing  Education  Study  Group  made  up  of  16  ministers  from  New  Orleans. 

Father  Cohen,  a  long  time  leader  in  the  Charismatic  Renewal  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church,  explained  the  meaning  of  the  movement  within  the  life  of  the 
Catholic  church  in  the  United  States  and  in  Louisiana. 

The  study  group  has  been  meeting  for  the  past  two  months  in  a  course  on  the 
charismatic  movement.  A  new  study  begins  soon  on  death  and  grief. 


A  Marriage  Communication  Lab,  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  was  held  January  3-5  at  the 
Mary  Hill  Retreat  Center  in  Pineville. 
The  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship 
sponsored  the  event. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  Ray  Branton, 
leaders,  were  joined  by  six  other  couples. 
These  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malcolm 
Bass,  Pineville;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Tom 
Crosby,  Maplewood;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Willis  Dear,  Slidell;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry 
Van  Hoosen,  Slidell;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Michael  Kees,  Pineville;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ted  Meyers,  Basile. 

The  Marriage  Communication  Lab  is 


is  overwelming 


By  HUBERT  BLANCHARD, 
Chairman,  Conf.  Disaster  Committee 
All  over  this  conference  of  ours,  the 
response  to  the  Honduras  Relief  Drive 
has  been  tremendous.  According  to  our 
Conference  Treasurer,  Dr.  Leonard 
Cooke,  the  total  to  date  is  $35,002.  The 
Louisiana  Conference  led  the  entire 
General  Conference  in  this  drive  for 
funds. 1 

Of  the  total,  $6000  was  earmarked  for 
an  Honduras  island  called  Roatan  on  the 
Bay  Islands,  an  especially  devastated 
area.  Bishop  Crutchfield  contacted  the 
Rev.  August  E.  Amadt  in  Alaska  and 
asked  him  to  head  up  a  team  to  go  to 
Roatan  and  help  in  reconstruction.  “Rev. 
Augie”  headed  a  team  of  22,  composed  of 
youth,  young  adults  and  other  pastors. 
They  paid  their  own  way,  and  rebuilt 
three  buildings  at  Roatan  Bay  Islands 
with  the  allocated  money.  The  buildings 
were  homes  for  some  of  the  displaced 
natives. 

Members  of  the  work  team  wrote  to 
Bishop  Crutchfield,  expressing  their 
appreciation  to  the  people  of  Louisiana 
for  their  support.  Some  of  the  comments 
were:  “Along  with  our  building  work,  we 


are  teaching  a  ...  vacation  Bible 
School.’’  -  Judy  Osborne. 

“My  wife,  Theresa,  and  I  are  .  .  . 
thankful  that  you  have  helped  make  this 
mission  possible  .  .  .  each  of  the  22 
members  will  agree  it  is  one  of  the  best 
Christian  experiences  we  have  ever  had 
...  to  know  that  we  are  helping  .  .  . 
makes  us  appreciate  the  lessons  we  have 
been  taught  about  giving  to  others  and 
helping  our  brothers  in  need.”  -  Larry 
Miller. 

Also,  from  Gladys  Cramer:  “The 
people  are  so  appreciative.  I  wish  you 
could  see  the  expression  on  their  faces  as 
their  homes  are  built." 

And  from  the  Rev.  Max  W.  Cramer: 
“The  people  ...  are  teaching  us  in  so 
many  ways  what  real  loyalty  to  Christ 
and  His  Church  is.” 

Bishop  Crutchfield  said  in  a  letter:  “It 
is  gratifying  for  our  Louisiana  people  to 
have  the  farsightedness  to  show  this 
appreciation  and  love  for  our  fellowman, 
wherever  he  might  be.” 

This  was  a  job  well  done.  To  the  people 
responsible  for  this  fund  raising  — 
THANKS. 


Arcadia  men  sponsor  MCH  chapel 


United  Methodist  Men  of  the  Arcadia 
church  recently  gave  $400.  to  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 
The  money  was  designated  as  the  first 
sponsorship  for  the  chapel  renovation 
project  which  is  planned  for  this  year. 
According  to  a  spokesman  of  the  Arcadia 
church,  “.  .  the  money  was  given  along 
with  a  challenge  to  other  United 
Methodist  Men  in  the  Conference  to  ‘keep 
the  ball  rolling.’  ” 

Although  it  has  long  been  the  policy  of 
the  Home  not  to  sponsor  financial 
campaigns,  there  has  arisen  a  sub¬ 
stantial  sponsorship  program  in  recent 
years  due  to  the  desire  of  various  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups  to  support  par¬ 
ticular  needs  at  the  Home.  The  Arcadia 


men  became  aware  of  plans  to  remodel 
the  chapel  when  the  Home’s  chaplain, 
Doug  Williams,  Jr.,  spoke  at  a  supper 
meeting  of  the  club  in  August.  A  few 
months  later  the  Men’s  Club  sponsored  a 
chili  supper  to  benefit  the  chapel  project. 
Profits,  plus  additional  contributions, 
totaled  $400. 

When  Chaplain  Williams  returned  to 
Arcadia  to  speak  before  a  churchwide 
supper  in  December,  Reed  Simpkins, 
President  of  United  Methodist  Men, 
presented  the  check  to  him.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Williams  expressed 
gratitude,  on  behalf  of  the  Home,  for  this 
contribution.  D.  T.  Williams,  Sr.,  is 
pastor  of  the  Arcadia  church. 


The  seven  couples  who  participated  in  the  Marriage  Communication  Lab  in 
Pineville.  appear  to  be  a  happy  group  in  this  photograph. 

Louisiana  UM’s  participate 
in  interchurch  assembly 


Don’t  miss  this  workshop 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  assembly  which  was  held  in 
Lafayette  on  January  21.  The  sessions 
were  held  in  the  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is  president  of 


LIC;  and  the  Executive  Director  is  also  a 
United  Methodist,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Harrington,  of  New  Orleans. 

Theme  for  1975  is  “Aging.”  Several 
speakers  and  panels  explored  this  sub¬ 
ject  during  the  day-long  event  and  for¬ 
mulated  plans  for  this  emphasis  within 
the  nine-member  Communions. 


The  Louisiana  Committee  on  Camps 
and  Conferences  is  sponsoring  a  Work¬ 
shop  on  Camping,  February  18-20,  1975  at 
the  Lake  Charles  District  camp.  Mariann 
Burns  will  be  the  director.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  experience  is  promised  for  all  those 

Statement  from  the 
Conference  Board 
of  Pensions 

As  of  January  1, 1975  ANNUITY  RATE 
for  Retirees  will  be  $85  per  service  year. 
The  Board  of  Pensions  will  continue  to 
pay  the  health  and  death  benefits 
insurance  premiums  for  annuitants. 

HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER  MEDICAL 
BENEFITS*  will  be  as  follows:  Hos¬ 
pitalization:  First  $500  is  covered  (semi- 
private  room),  80%  of  additional  costs. 
Physicians,  prescribed  medicine,  labora¬ 
tory  analysis,  etc.:  after  the  first  $50, 
80%  of  expenses  covered. 

♦This  is  the  same  coverage  as  carried 
for  the  1973-74  Conference  year. 

(Through  an  error  occuring  in  tele¬ 
phone  communications  with  insurance 
office  of  the  General  Board  of  Pensions,  a 
lower  coverage  was  provided  at  a  lower 
premium  during  the  second  half  of  1974. 
For  the  increased  coverage,  the  pre¬ 
mium  will  return  to  the  former  rate.) 


Chaplain  Doug  Williams.  Jr.,  Children's  Home.  Ruston,  accepts  check  from  Reed 
Simpkins,  President  of  Arcadia  United  Methodist  Men. 

“Adventures  in 


Participants  in  the  LIC  assembly. 


Missions”  in 
Lake  Providence 

The  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  was  speaker  and 
resource  person  for  the  “Adventure  In 
Missions  ’75"  at  the  Lake  Providence 
First  Church  on  January  20. 

Mr.  Cady  spoke  of  his  call  into  the 
missionary  field  and  of  the  events 
following  the  call,  including  training  and 
experiences  in  Brazil.  The  “Adventure" 
was  organized  by  Mrs.  W.  A.  Langhofer, 
chairperson  of  the  work  area  on 
Missions. 


Newcomers  honored 
at  Thibodaux 


Around  our  Conference 


First  Church.  Thibodaux.  welcomes  its 
new  members  in  many  different  ways. 
As  a  part  of  "making  them  feel  at  home." 
special  Newcomers'  parties  are  held  in 
members'  homes.  Shown  here  is  a  scene 
from  one  of  these  events  held  in 
Thibodaux  last  fall.  Left  to  right, 
standing  —  the  Rev.  Larry  Robertson, 
pastor .  Maj.  Ben  Chambers.  Mrs. 
Chambers;  Tom  Williams.  Mrs. 
Williams,  hosts;  Dr.  Marie  Fletcher, 
chairperson  of  the  Administrative 
Board ;  Mrs.  Larry  Robertson ;  Miss 
Annette  Westbrook;  and  Dr.  Susan 
Smith.  Seated  —  Mrs.  Gary  Drinkwater; 
Mrs.  Louise  Hammit.  Mrs.  Joe  Probst. 
and  Joe  Probst. 


Friends  of  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Davis,  pastor 
of  the  Mangham-Walker-Friendship 
charge,  will  be  glad  to  know  that  he  is 
recuperating  satisfactorily  from  a  recent 
illness. 

*  *  • 

The  Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  pastor  of  First 
Church.  Houma,  resumed  duties  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  January  after  being  out 
for  four  months,  due  to  illness.  He  is 
doing  fine. 

*  *  • 

The  Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Perry,  pastor  of 
Newman  Church,  reports  that  “the  four 
Sundays  of  Advent  Season  were  noted 
with  consecutive  ceremonies  and  related 
sermons."  Many  activities  made  the 
Season  festive  and  meaningful  by  using 
music,  stories,  sharing  of  gifts,  as  well  as 
celebrating  through  worship.  All  age 
groups  were  represented  in  the  ac¬ 
tivities.  and  the  total  church  program 
was  highly  successful. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes.  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge, 
will  be  the  lecturer  and  preacher  for  the 
Mississippi  Conference  Ministers’  Week, 
The  Methodist  Camp  Ground,  Biloxi. 
Miss.  He  will  lecture  and  preach  six 
times  on  “The  Thin  Scaffold  of  The 
Imagination."  Emphasis  of  the  week  is 
on  Evangelism.  Doctor  Haynes,  well 
known  throughout  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  and  nationally,  is  a  member  of 
the  general  Board  of  Discipleship 

Doyline  Church,  the  Rev.  Lynn  Merrill, 
pastor,  reports  a  busy  season  of  activity 
during  the  month  of  December,  when 
much  time  was  devoted  to  celebration  in 
music.  The  junior  and  senior  choirs 
presented  a  candlelight  program  of 
music,  with  many  of  the  young  people 
taking  part.  Appropriate  floral  settings 
enhanced  the  atmosphere  of  the  season. 

•  *  • 

Mrs.  Adele  King  of  Alliance.  Ohio,  was 
the  guest  speaker  during  the  morning 


worship  services  at  the  Marksville, 
Simmesport,  and  Oak  Grove  churches  in 
January.  Mrs.  King  shared  with  each 
congregation  her  faith  and  Christian 
beliefs,  having  given  up  a  life  of  af¬ 
fluence.  Mrs.  King  was  accompanied  on 
the  three-church  speaking  tour  by  the 
Rev.  Brady  Forman,  pastor  of  the 
Marksville  Charge. 


The  Rev.  Mark  Lower,  executive 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  was  speaker  at  the  Bayou 
Chicot,  Cheneyville  and  Lecompte 
churches  in  December.  The  Rev.  Ted 
Smith  was  host  pastor. 


Workshop  on  Social 
Principles  held 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  lead  the 
Workshop  on  Social  Principles  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  held  for 
members  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  District  Chairpersons  of  the 
Conference.  The  meeting  was  held  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Conference  Board, 
the  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  chairman. 

Future  workshops  will  be  held  within 
the  districts  for  the  purpose  of  training 
pastors  and  local  church  personnel. 

First  Church.  New 
Orleans,  holds  open 
house  at  new  parsonage 


The  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Shreveport 
Ministerial  Association.  The  Reverend 
Mr.  Nolan  is  currently  in  his  eighth  year 
at  Lakeview  Church  in  Shreveport. 


McGuire  Church  indicates  that  the  1974 
Christmas  “Hanging  of  the  Green”  was 
“.  .  .  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
spiritually  significant  programs  ..."  of 
that  church.  The  program  included  the 
traditional  Christmas  story,  carols,  and 
decorating  with  symbolic  materials.  The 
Rev.  John  Sewell  is  pastor.  He  was 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  David  Carter  of  the 
local  First  Christian  Church. 


Members  of  Hartzell  Church,  New 
Orleans  observed  their  third  annual 
banquet  last  fall,  with  the  Rev.  James 
Davidson,  pastor  of  Trinity  Church  as 
guest  speater.  Many  persons  par¬ 
ticipated.  The  Sunshine  Ladies  of  the 
church  honored  the  elderly,  known  as  the 
“Golden  Fifties”  with  a  special  Sunday 
luncheon  last  fall.  Other  activities  of  the 
church  included  special  holiday 
programs,  and  service  projects. 


who  participate  with  each  person  taking 
an  active  role.  Chuck  Kishpaugh,  pro¬ 
gram  consultant  for  the  Detroit  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  be  resource  person  in  the 
field  of  personnel.  He  is  recognized 
nationally  in  his  field  and  our  conference 
is  most  fortunate  to  have  him  on  the 
program.  Chuck’s  participation  in  our 
workshop  is  being  made  possible  through 
the  generosity  of  the  Simpson  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles. 

Several  outstanding  resource  persons 
in  our  own  state  will  be  helping  to  make 
the  workshop  a  worthwhile  experience. 
These  include:  Jim  Jones,  Worship; 
Penn  Morgan,  Music  ;  Dixie  Oldham,  and 
Ralph  Cain,  Crafts;  Stone  Caraway, 
small  groups;  Bill  Eubanks,  activities 
resources;  Ken  Jacocks,  Garlandine  and 
James  Woodland,  Materials  resources; 
Betty  Rowell,  outdoor  skills  ;  Bill  Rowell, 
audio  visuals. 

This  workshop  is  for  all  directors  of 
summer  camps  in  Louisiana  for  1975.  If 
you  have  not  sent  in  your  name,  please  do 
so  immediately  to:  Rev.  Bill  Eubanks, 
521  Fifth  St.,  Eunice,  Louisiana,  70535. 

|:j  ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  $ 
S  SHARING  § 

|  MARCH  9, 1975  | 

Sponsor:  UMCOR  :• 


Daniel  W.  Dearing  honored 
at  Bethel  church  in  Pride 


Mr.  Daniel  W.  Dearing  is  shown  here  with  the  children's  choir  upon  the  occasion  oj 
his  special  “ birthday  celebration"  at  Bethel  Church,  Pride. 


Over  130  friends  and  relatives  attended 
Sunday  evening  services  on  January  12 
at  the  Bethel  Church,  Pride,  in  honor  of 
the  80th  birthday  of  Daniel  W.  Dearing, 
longtime  worker  and  leader  in  the 
church. 

Mr.  Dearing  was  the  speaker  on  the 
occasion,  presenting  a  series  of 
testimonies  of  his  relationshiD  with  the 


Church  and  God  throughout  his  lifetime. 
The  children’s  choir  presented  a  special 
anthem  in  his  honor.  He  was  also  given  a 
framed  certificate  of  appreciation  for  his 
dedication  to  the  church  by  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  James  Humphreys. 

During  a  reception,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dearing  received  their  friends  and 
shared  a  birthday  cake. 


New  parsonage  for  First  Church,  New 
Orleans.  The  parsonage  is  located  in 1 
Metairie.  ( photo  courtesy,  THE  TIMES- 
PICAYUNE.) 

First  Church,  New  Orleans,  held  an 
“Open  House"  in  its  new  parsonage  on 
January  5.  The  home  is  located  at  3628  N. 
LaBarre  Road  in  Metairie,  in  a  new 
section  of  homes. 

The  house  is  built  on  two  levels  and  is 
spacious  and  comfortable  throughout.  It 
was  decorated  by  a  committee  headed  by 
Mrs.  Dan  Beacham  and  Mrs.  Marilyn 
Brown,  a  professional  decorator  (and 
member  of  First* Church). 

During  the  "Open  House,"  members  of 
the  congregation  were  greeted  by  their 
pastor  the  Rev.  George  Ross  and  Mrs. 
Ross.  The  event  was  planned  by  the 
congregation  and  ministers  of  the  New 
Orleans  district. 


The  Beacon  Sunday  School  Class  of  Munholland  Church  presented  a 
nine-passenger  used  station  wagon  to  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  last  fall.  Bill 
Leslie  of  the  Beacon  Class  at  Munholland  is  shown  here  (left)  presenting  the  keys  to 
the  Rev.  Richard  E.  Walton,  superintendent. 


designed  to  facilitate  communication 
between  husbands  and  wives  with 
basically  healthy  marriages.  While  part 
of  the  lab  is  devoted  to  presentation  of 
information  about  communication  in 
marriage,  the  most  important  ex¬ 
periences  are  two-person  conversations 
between  husbands  and  wives  on  topics 
suggested  by  group  leaders. 

This  type  of  program,  very  popular  for 
many  years  in  other  denominations,  is 
now  available  to  United  Methodists  in 
Louisiana.  Any  group  of  eight  to  ten 
couples  desiring  to  participate  in  a  lab 
may  write  to  the  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Branton,  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  71104. 


(/>  33  < 
X  O  ' 

73  X  . 


ZY 


CEN"i 


-EGE 


•o  x 
O  X 
73 


> 

-J 


o 


Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 
k-  Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
^  is  $3.00  per  year. 

J  Send  all  subscription 
r-  reauests  to: 

^  AREA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 
>  200  Carondelet  St. 

^  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 
'jy 


vO! 

vO, 


Bishop’s  Message 


Wall  murals  presented  to 
First  Church,  Alexandria,  by 


Conference  shows 
net  gain  of  794! 


This  is  the  week  in  which  we  all  re-subscribe  to  this 
newspaper. 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  is  important  for  a  number 
of  reasons:  the  first  is  that  it  acquaints  us  with  the  news  of  our 
conference  and  the  programs  included  therein.  Quite  often  in 
addition  to  a  full  front  page  of  Louisiana  news,  there  will  be  a 
total  insert  of  two  additional  pages  of  local  and  conference 
items.  It  is  important  that  this  information  be  disseminated. 

Second,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  supplies  the  middle 
pages  on  which  is  printed  news  of  the  Church  worldwide.  We 
don’t  like  to  read  some  of  this  news  but  the  facts  won’t  go  away 
by  our  refusal  to  learn  what  is  going  on.  It  is  important  that  we 
know. 

Third,  I  do  not  edit  this  paper  nor  do  I  have  anything  to  do 
with  its  composition  except  for  the  “Bishop’s  Message”  and  it 
does  give  the  episcopal  office  an  opportunity  to  visit  in  every 
home  where  it  is  received. 

Fourth,  by  printing  a  newspaper  that  does  not  contain  the 
Sunday  School  lesson,  our  people  are  relying  on  the  rich 
materials  that  are  available  in  general  headquarters. 
Formerly,  we  depended  too  much  on  the  newspaper  for  a  con¬ 
densed  version  of  the  Sunday  School  lesson,  and  our  conference 
was  lowest  in  Methodism  in  the  taking  of  official  material.  Now, 
however,  we  are  moving  toward  leadership  for  we  are  not 
dependent  on  the  weekly  newspaper  for  its  abbreviated  version 
of  the  Sunday  School  lesson;  we  are  studying  the  better 
materials  from  our  publications  people. 

Rev.  Ralph  Cain  and  Mrs.  Thelma  Brett  are  an  excellent 
editorial  team  and  deserve  our  wholehearted  support. 

Send  in  your  subscription  now! 


Kinder  Church  receives 


award  for  civic  contributions 


Kinder  United  Methodist  Church  has 
received  an  important  award  from  the 
Kinder  Chamber  of  Commerce  “.  .  .  for, 
Outstanding  Civic  Contributions  1975; 

.  .  .”  The  award  was  received  by  the 
Rev.  Rex  Squyres,  former  pastor,  and 
the  Rev.  C.  Ed  Henkel,  current  pastor. 
Orlando  Sneve,  of  the  Kinder  Chamber’s 
Board  of  Directors,  presented  the  award. 

In  presenting  the  plaque  for  the  award, 
seven  specific  areas  were  cited  as  con¬ 
tributing  to  community  enrichment. 
These  included:  Headstart  Program; 
Meeting  place  for  Rotary  Club;  Mental 


Health  Clinic  meeting  place;  Scout 
Meeting  place;  Meeting  place  for  Alco¬ 
holics  Anonymous;  Meeting  place  for 
Industrial  Development  Committee; 
Neighborhood  Youth  Center. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Squyres  was  pastor  at  the 
time  the  educational  building  was  built 
and  since  his  retirement  has  been  living 
in  Kinder.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Henkel  is 
the  present  pastor.  Because  the  church 
generously  shares  its  educational  facili¬ 
ties,  the  community  is  served  more 
adequately. 


Orlando  Sneve,  Kinder  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  shown  with  the  Rev.  C.  Ed 
Henkel  and  Rex  Squyers,  as  he  presented  the  plaque  for  community  service  to  the 
church. 


Flash! 

Urgent  need  for  membership  reports  to 
these  offices  and  subscription  lists  and 
checks  for  the  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ist  should  be  sent  IMMEDIATELY. 

Several  good  reports  have  come  in  but 
at  this  point  it  is  clear  that  many  have 
been  holding  back  to  the  end  of  the 
campaign  to  send  in  a  full  list  of  sub¬ 
scribers. 

Now  with  the  deadline  of  February  14 
upon  us,  it  is  imperative  that  subscrip¬ 
tions  are  sent  in  so  that  the  recording  can 
begin  and  that  the  subscriptions  are  duly 
credited  in  order  that  your  copy  of  the 
newspaper  will  be  mailed  out  the  first 
week  in  March.  The  offices  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  have  just 
received  word  of  three  additional  Every 
Family  plans:  First  Church,  DeRidder, 
284;  Hosston  Church,  29;  Eros  Church, 
25. 
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If  you  can’t  go, 

you  can  send  ...  via 
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Dr.  Carlton  R.  Young 
to  Scarritt  College 

Dr.  Carlton  R.  Young,  presently 
Professor  of  Church  Music  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  will  become 
Professor  of  Church  Music  at  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn.  on  June  1.  The 
announcement  was  made  recently  by  Dr. 
J.  Richard  Palmer,  Scarritt  president. 

Dr.  Young  is  known  as  a  national 
leader  in  the  music  ministry  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  edited  the 
1966  Methodist  Hymnal,  and  is  a 
prominent  composer  and  director 
According  to  the  announcement 
received  from  Scarritt,  “Doctor  Young  is 
.  .  coming  to  Scarritt  College,  a  school 
for  Lay  Workers  in  the  Church,  as  a 
result  of  the  shifting  emphasis  in  the 
music  ministry  of  the  Church.  Dr. 
Young’s  professional  concern  is  in  the 
area  of  church  music  education.  He 
translates  this  concern  into  preparing 
persons  for  competency  in  a  wide  range 
of  musical  styles  and  interests." 

Appointment 

The  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne  has  been 
appointed  associate  at  First  Church, 
Shreveport.  The  Reverend  Kilbourne 
formerly  was  Associate  at  Munholland  in 
Metairie. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Noel  T.  Simmonds 


Dr.  George  Goethals  looks  at  one  of  the  ’four  wall  murals  she  designed  for  First 
Church,  Alexandria,  as  a  gift  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Noel  T.  Simmonds.  Orange,  blue 
and  green  wools  in  several  textures  and  depths  are  used  in  the  above  panel  to 
proclaim  the  passage  from  the  96th  Psalm 

' (Photo  by  Town  Talk  Staff.  Alexandria.) 


Four  wall  murals  have  been  presented 
to  First  Church,  Alexandria,  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Noel  T.  Simmonds,  as  a  memorial 
to  his  parents,  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Albert  Carleton  Simmonds.  They  were 
designed  by  Dr.  Gregor  Goethals,  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  who  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  church  on  the  Sunday 
when  dedication  took  place. 

The  sculptured  wool  four-by-seven-foot 
hangings  were  made  for  the  brick  wall  of 
the  First  Methodist  Sanctuary  around  the 
Old  Testament  scriptures  paralleling  the 
stained  glass  windows  opposite  which 
portray  the  commitment,  temptation, 
ministry  and  suffering  of  Christ.  To  do 
this,  Doctor  Goethals  used  passages  from 
Psalms  27,  139;  96;  and  130.  In  all,  some 
90  colors  were  used  in  a  process  which 
she  describes  as  “wool  sculpture” 
because  of  the  varied  depths  and  textures 
of  the  yarns  used  by  a  master  craftsman 
and  his  employees  in  Puerto  Rico  to 
carry  out  her  designs. 

The  project  took  four  years  of  work, 
and  many  people  had  a  part  in  it. 
Planning  was  done  under  the  direction  of 
the  church’s  memorials  committee, 
headed  by  Mrs.  Paul  M.  Davis,  Jr. 

Participating  in  the  dedication  service, 
besides  Doctor  Goethals,  were  Doctor 
Simmonds  and  Mrs.  Simmonds,  (the 
donors);  the  Rev.  Harvey  Williamson. 


pastor;  the  Rev.  Tom  Peyton,  III, 
associate  pastor;  former  pastor.  Dr. 
Bentley  Sloane,  of  Shreveport;  Thilo 
Steinschulte,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
.riistees;  and  the  Rev  Clyde  S.  Clark, 
superintendent  of  the  Alexandria 
District. 

The  entire  dedication  service,  in¬ 
cluding  the  music,  was  based  on  the 
Psalms.  Doctor  Goethals  was  the  guest 
speaker,  and  her  message  was  “Images 
and  Reality.’’ 

She  pointed  out:  “The  artist  makes 
value  judgments  in  design,  just  as  all  of 
us  must  make  judgments  in  ethics.  We 
must  always  choose.” 

A  native  of  Monroe,  Doctor  Goethals  is 
an  alumna  of  LSU,  and  is  assistant 
professor  of  art  history  at  Rhode  Island 
School  of  Design.  She  also  holds  a  degree 
from  Harvard  Divinity  School. 

First  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 
was  completed  in  1968,  and  according  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson, 
.  .  seeks  to  witness  architecturally  in 
a  dynamic  and  relevant  way  to  the 
Christian  faith.”  It  includes  many  ar¬ 
tistically  important  features. 

(Editor’s  Note:  The  information  in  this 
article  was  furnished  by  Helen  Derr, 
Religion  Editor,  Town  Talk,  Alexan- 


Small  membership 


One  of  the  group  sessions  in  the  Church  Workshop  held  at  Hodge. 


A  small  membership  Church  Workshop 
was  held  at  Hodge  in  January,  with 
representatives  from  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  serving  as  resource 
persons.  These  included:  A1  Ma berry, 
Ruth  McDowell,  and  Ron  Lynch. 

The  workshop  was  divided  into  four 
learning  sessions,  with  50  persons  attend¬ 
ing  each.  Sixteen  churches  from  the 


Ruston  District  participated  in  the 
workshop,  and  a  minister  from  each  of 
the  other  districts  shared  in  the  exper¬ 
ience. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  Conference 
COM  Director,  and  Duane  Bruce,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  were  also  present. 


Algiers  United  Methodists 
participate  in  pulpit  exchange 


Churches  of  the  United  Churches  of 
Algiers  recently  exchanged  pulpits,  as  a 
part  of  a  Church  Unity  Cooperative 
Affirmation  of  Christian  unity  among  the 
churches. 

Churches  involved  were:  The  Holy 
Spirit  Catholic;  St.  Matthew  United 
Methodist;  Woodland  Presbyterian; 
Love  Lutheran;  Second  Baptist;  Holy 
Name  of  Mary  Catholic;  Mt.  Olive 
Baptist;  Second  Nazarene  Baptist;  St. 
Andrew  Catholic;  Aurora  United 
Methodist;  and  St.  Philip  Episcopal.  The 


churches  were  Protestant,  Catholic, 
Black  and  White. 

Most  of  the  churches  taking  part  in  the 
pulpit  exchange  are  affiliated  with 
United  Churches  of  Algiers  Emergency 
Fund,  Inc.,  a  charitable  organization 
which  gives  urgent  help  to  needy  persons 
of  the  community. 

The  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
St.  Matthew’s  Church,  commenting  on 
the  exchange  said,  “This  demonstration 
of  Christian  unity  proved  to  the  com¬ 
munity  that  it  can  be  done.” 


Despite  tne  roll-cleaning  fever  and  other  considerations,  the  j: 
jij  evangelistic  work  of  clergy  and  laity  proved  encouraging  for  j: 
§  the  second  straight  year.  In  1973.  the  net  gain  was  512;  in  1974,  ;j 
|  the  net  gain  was  794.  i 

§  This  year  of  1975  is  THE  YEAR  OF  EVANGELISM.  We  :j 
S  believe  the  net  gain  will  be  extremely  strong.  •: 

First  Church,  Monroe  schedules 


three  day  44 We  Care”  Mission 


Fifty-one  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
ministers  will  converge  on  the  city  of 
Monroe  and  First  Church  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  February  23,  for  a  three  days’ 
“WE  CARE”  Mission.  It  is  anticipated 
that  during  the  Mission  all  of  the  families 
in  the  church  will  be  visited.  During  the 
month  preceding  the  Mission,  the 
ministers  have  been  in  contact  with  the 
families  in  their  group  by  mail,  as  the 
members  of  the  church  are  reminded 
that  the  ministers  CARE. 

Featured  each  evening  will  be  the 
discussion  period  lead  by  the  visiting 
ministers,  with  family,  youth  and 
childrens’  groups  at  6:30  P.M.,  followed 
by  the  witnessing  service  at  7:30,  in 
which  several  of  the  ministers  will  give 
brief  testimonies  concerning  their  own 
personal  Christian  experience. 

On  the  opening  afternoon,  ministers 
will  have  an  orientation  session  at  4:30, 
followed  by  church-wide  supper. 
Following  this,  the  discussion  period  and 
the  evening  service  will  be  held. 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday  mornings 
Monroe  District  Superintendent,  the  Rev. 
Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  will  be  the  in¬ 
spirational  speaker.  The  Reverend  Mr. 
Frazier  will  also  preside  at  the  service  of 


W.  D.  Boddie 


laying  on  of  hands  before  the  ministers 
begin  their  visitation  in  the  homes. 

To  launch  the  “WE  CARE”  Mission, 
the  Area  Provost,  the  Rev  Ralph  Cain, 
will  preach  at  the  8:30  and  10:50  A  M. 
services  on  the  opening  day. 

Many  persons  are  involved  in  planning 
the  Mission.  The  local  committee 
chairpersons  are:  Eugene  N.  Shrader, 
general  chairman;  W.  D.  Boddie,  co- 
chairman;  Mrs.  G.  Elgin  Boggs;  Mrs. 
Mike  John,  Jr.;  R  G.  Hart,  Jr.;  Mrs. 
Haynes  L.  Harkey,  Jr.;  Billy  Abraugh; 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Buller;  James  Wooldridge; 
Mrs.  Charles  Mulhearn. 

The  51  visiting  and  participating 
ministers  come  from  all  parts  of  the  state 
and  represent  several  districts. 


Mission  tour  sponsored  by 


New  Orleans  District  COM 


Planning  the  New 
Orleans  District 
Mission  Tour  on 
February  16  are, 
standing  (from 
left):  the  Rev. 

James  O.  Evans, 
chairman  of  the 
district  Council  on 
Ministries  :  the 
Rev.  J.  P.  Me 
Keithen.  district 
missionary  secre¬ 
tary:  and  the  Rev. 

Alfred  Norris,  dis¬ 
trict  superinten¬ 
dent.  Seated  are. 
from  left,  Mrs. 

Maude  P.  Harris. 

UMW  Coordinator 
for  Christian  Global 
Concerns:  and  Mrs.  Truman  L. 


Ward,  District  President,  UMW. 


The  New  Orleans  District  Council  on 
Ministries  is  sponsoring  a  District 
Mission  Tour  on  February  16.  Institutions 
to  be  visited  include:  People’s  Com¬ 
munity  Center;  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center;  and  LaFon  Home. 

Brochures  and  information,  will  be 
available  in  Methodist  Home  Hospital, 
Community  Service  Center,  Methodist 
Hospital,  and  United  Methodist 


Ministries  in  Higher  Education. 

Plans  are  in  progress  to  meet  at  the 
Carrollton  Shopping  Center  at  1 : 30  on  the 
day  designated  and  proceed  by  mini -bus. 
The  cost  is  $1.00  per  person.  Reservations 
should  be  made  through  your  local 
church  by  February  9.  For  additional 
information,  contact  Mrs.  Truman  Ward, 
telephone  282-3224.  This  tour  will  provide 
an  opportunity  to  see  first  hand  the 
outreach  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Ministers  invited  to  attend 


“Workshop  In  Ministry  To  Persons” 


United  Methodist  ministers  are  invited 
to  attend  “A  Workshop  in  Ministry  to 
Persons,”  sponsored  by  the  Divison  of 
Hospitals,  Louisiana  Health  and  Human 
Resources  Administration.  The 
workshop  will  be  held  on  March  1  in 
Shreveport,  at  the  Confederate  Memorial 
Medical  Center,  1541  Kings  Highway. 

The  morning  session  will  *be  “Dealing 
With  Our  Depletions,”  and  the  afternoon 
session  will  consider  “Dealing  With  Our 


Resources.”  Dr.  Myron  C.  Madden, 
chaplain  and  director  of  the  Department 
of  Pastoral  Care,  Southern  Baptist 
Hospital,  New  Orleans,  will  lead  the 
workshop. 

A  Dutch  luncheon  will  be  served  in  the 
hospital  cafeteria.  The  day’s  activities 
are  scheduled  to  conclude  by  3:30  p.m. 
Ministers  of  all  faiths  in  the  Ark-La-Tex 
area  are  invited,  and  no  fee  is  charged. 


Newman  dedicates  outdoor 


display  bulletin  board 


Dedicatory  services  for  the  new  outdoor  bulletin  board,  donated  by  Mrs.  Bessie 
Burr  in  memory  of  her  husband,  the  late  Adolph  Burr,  were  held  at  Newman 
Church,  January  19.  Shown  here,  in  part,  the  monument  to  Mr.  Burr  and  part  of  the 
group  attending  the  ceremonies.  In  the  foreground  are  Mrs.  Burr  (head  bent), 
Attorney  J.  E.  Hines,  Jr.,  accepting  the  gift,  and  the  Rev.  N.  P.  Perry,  pastor,  who 
performed  the  Act  of  Dedication. 
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Rediscovering  where  it’s  at  4 An  appeal  for  theological  affirmation 


Unlike  some  eras  in  the  church’s  lacking  in  any  sense  of  ultimate  authority 


history,  ours  is  not  marked  primarily  by 
attempts  to  codify  normative  beliefs  and 
standards  of  conduct  for  Christians. 

To  the  contrary,  a  dominant  emphasis 
in  recent  years  has  been  to  reexamine 
the  church’s  beliefs  and  standards  of 
conduct  in  light  of  other  fields  such  as 
sociology,  psychology,  linguistics, 
economics,  political  science,  and  com¬ 
parative  religion. 

The  positive  result  of  this  course  has 
been  the  breaking  down  of  narrow 
theological  dogmatism  in  favor  of  a 
broad  theological  pluralism. 

But  has  this  shift  of  focus  also  brought 
negative  results? 

A  group  of  18  theologians  —  from 
backgrounds  as  diverse  as  the  Roman 
Catholic,  Lutheran,  Presbyterian,  United 
Methodist,  Eastern  Orthodox  churches 
and  Fuller  Theological  Seminary  —  met 
recently  in  Hartford,  Connecticut  and 
issued  a  resounding  “Yes”  to  this 
question  (see  TM/  UMR,  Feb.  7). 

It  is  the  contention  of  this  group  that 
our  emphasis  on  “modern  thought”  has 
in  many  instances  come  to  overshadow 
the  Christian  faith’s  relation  to  and 
dependence  upon  a  God  who  transcends 
human  culture.  Instead  of  seeing  all 
phases  of  life  and  culture  through  the 
eyes  of  faith  in  God,  we  have  come  to  see 
contemporary  expressions  of  human  life 
and  human  effort  as  the  end-all  of  reality. 
To  the  extent  that  we  have  done  this,  we 
have  exchanged  our  unique  identity  as 
Christians  for  a  humanistic  hodgepodge 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


or  purpose. 

We  consider  the  Hartford  Affirmation 
a  welcome  and  necessary  word  of 
judgment.  For  this  reason,  we  are 
printing  it  in  its  entirety  elsewhere  on 
this  page.  The  13  “pervasive  themes” 
which  it  singles  out  and  exposes  as  in¬ 
consistent  with  the  Christian  gospel  are 
readily  recognizable  at  many  points 
within  the  church  today. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  these  themes 
represent  a  faith  which  is  little  more  than 
a  reflection  of  current  secular  thought 
and  a  repudiation  of  the  claims  of 
Scripture  and  tradition.  In  this  Lenten 
season,  we  might  well  examine  the  ex¬ 
tent  to  which  this  type  of  outlook  has 
permeated  our  church  and  our  individual 
lives. 

When  the  pendulum  of  history  swings, 
it  usually  goes  from  one  extreme  to 
another.  The  situation  pointed  to  in  the 
Hartford  Affirmation  is  the  result  of  one 
such  swing.  We  would  hate  at  this  point  to 
see  Christians  pull  back  from  the  world 
and  its  lore  into  a  narrow  theological 
shell.  That,  clearly,  is  not  the  intention  of 
the  Hartford  signers. 

But  if  we,  as  Christians,  are  to  have 
any  significant  impact  on  the  world  and 
its  thought,  we  must  operate  from  a  clear 
and  distinctively  Christian  identity.  At 
the  root  of  that  identity  is  the  belief  that 
humanity  is  ultimately  dependent  not  on 
itself,  but  God.  As  un-with-it  and  square 
as  that  might  sound  in  some  quarters, 
that’s  really  where  it’s  at! 


Following  is  the  text  of  “An  Appeal  for 
Theological  Affirmation”  issued  recently 
in  Hartford,  Conn,  by  a  group  of  18 
prominent  Christians  —  Protestant, 
Roman  Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
(see  related  story  in  TM/  UMR,  Feb.  7 
and  related  editorial  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

The  renewal  of  Christian  witness  and 
mission  requires  constant  examination  of 
the  assumptions  shaping  the  church’s 
life.  Today  an  apparent  loss  of  a  sense  of 
the  transcendent  is  undermining  the 
church’s  ability  to  address  with  clarity 
and  courage  the  urgent  tasks  to  which 
God  calls  it  in  the  world.  This  loss  is 
manifest  in  a  number  of  pervasive 
themes.  Many  are  superficially  at¬ 
tractive,  but  upon  closer  examination  we 
find  these  themes  false  and  debilitating 
to  the  church’s  life  and  work.  Among 
such  themes  are: 

Theme  1:  Modern  thought  is  superior 
to  all  past  forms  of  understanding 
reality,  and  is  therefore  normative  for 
Christian  faith  and  life. 

In  repudiating  this  theme  we  are 
protesting  the  captivity  to  the  prevailing 
thought  structures  not  only  of  the  20th 
Century  but.of  any  historical  period.  We 
favor  using  any  helpful  means  of  un¬ 
derstanding,  ancient  or  modern,  and 
insist  that  the  Christian  proclamation 
must  be  related  to  the  idiom  of  the 
culture.  At  the  same  time,  we  affirm  the 
need  for  Christian  thought  to  confront 


and  be  confronted  by  other  worldviews, 
all  of  which  are  necessarily  provisional. 

Theme  2:  Religious  statements  are 
totally  independent  of  reasonable 
discourse. 

The  capitulation  to  the  alleged  primacy 
of  modern  thought  takes  two  forms :  one 
is  the  subordination  of  religious 
statements  to  the  canons  of  scientific 
rationality;  the  other,  equating  reason 
with  scientific  rationality,  would  remove 
religious  statements  from  the  realm  of 
reasonable  discourse  altogether.  A 
religion  of  pure  subjectivity  and  non¬ 
rationality  results  in  treating  faith 
statements  as  being,  at  best,  statements 
about  the  believer.  We  repudiate  both 
forms  of  capitulation. 

Theme  3:  Religious  language  refers  to 
human  experience  and  nothing  else,  God 
being  humanity’s  noblest  creation. 

Religion  is  also  a  set  of  symbols  and 
even  of  human  projections.  We  repudiate 
the  assumption  that  it  is  nothing  but  that. 
What  is  here  at  stake  is  nothing  less  than 
the  reality  of  God:  We  did  not  invent 
God;  God  invented  us. 

Theme  4:  Jesus  can  only  be  understood 
in  terms  of  contemporary  models  of 
humanity. 

This  theme  suggests  a  reversal  of  the 
“imitation  of  Christ”;  that  is,  the  image 
of  Jesus  is  made  to  reflect  cultural  and 
counter-cultural  notions  of  human  ex¬ 
cellence.  We  do  not  deny  that  all  aspects 


Criticism  of  ‘quota  system’  unjustified 


To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  in  the  January  24,  1975 
issue  of  TM/  UMR  strikes  a 
discouraging  note  which  is  of  concern  to 
those  of  us  who  are  responsible  for  the 
general  administration  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  In  discussing  the 
proposals  of  the  recent  National  Con¬ 
sultation  of  Ordained  Women  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  editorial 
suggested  that  “quota  systems”  were  not 
the  solution  to  the  expressed  need  for 
justice  in  the  profession  of  ministry. 
Furthermore,  the  editorial  suggested 
that  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  now 
“bogged  down  by  well-intentioned  quotas 
which  the  1972  General  Conference 
established.”  It  is  also  suggested  that  the 
action  “removed  many  of  the 
denomination’s  ablest  and  most  ex¬ 
perienced  members”  and  that  “im¬ 
mobilization  caused  by  inexperience  and 
lack  of  expertise”  has  resulted. 

In  view  of  the  general  character  of 
these  judgments,  we  think  that 
TM/  UMR  ought  to  provide  documen¬ 
tation  for  its  assertion  that  the  church  is 
bogged  down  and  immobilized  by  the 
decisions  of  the  1972  General  Conference. 
Our  experience  has  been  very  much  to 
the  contrary,  and  we  consider  it  a 
disservice  to  the  general  agencies  to  give 
the  impression  that  they  are  immobilized 
or  lack  competence  to  deal  with  the  tasks 
that  they  have  been  asked  to  do  by  the 
church. 

“Experience”  is  a  factor  of  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  decision-making 
process,  but  not  to  have  that  decision¬ 
making  process  fully  open  and  oc¬ 
casionally  renewed  limits  leadership  to 
those  who  own  the  process.  No  one  will  be 
“ready”  to  be  a  board  member,  a  district 
superintendent,  or  a  bishop  until 
openings  to  these  offices  are  presented  as 
real  and  not  deferred.  The  specter  of 
“qualification”  and  “competence”  is  the 
specter  of  delay  and  privilege.  The  only 
way  this  circle  —  delay  and  privilege  — 
can  be  broken  is  to  make  opportunities 
possible  for  leadership  in  the  church  on 
the  part  of  folk  now  denied  that  op¬ 
portunity. 

Melvin  G.  Talbert  and 

F.  Thomas  Trotter 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Dr.  Talbert  is 
General  Secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  Dr  .Trotter  is 
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General  Secretary  of  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

That's  not  our  experience 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  your  editorial  dealing  with 
the  question  of  quotas. 

The  legislation  of  “The  Book  of 
Discipline”  that  a  certain  percentage  of 
Board  and  Global  Ministries  elected  staff 
be  women  has  made  possible  an  election 
process  where  able  women  have 
assumed  administrative  responsibilities 
at  every  level  within  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Our  experience  has  been  that  the 
women  elected  to  these  positions  have 
handled  the  responsibilities  with  the 
decisiveness,  vision  and  administrative 
skill  equal  to  what  could  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  ablest  men  within  the 
denomination.  Your  editorial  implies 
that  the  “quota  system”  tends  to  put 
people  into  responsibility  with  less  ex¬ 
perience  and  skill  than  would  otherwise 
be  the  case. 

This  has  not  been  the  experience  of  the 
Bgayd  of  Global  Minis  tri^  ^ 

Tracey  K.  Jones  Jr. 

New  York,  New  York 
Who  is  to  determine 
qualifications ,  experience? 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  Jan.  24  editorial  on  the 
emergence  of  women  in  the  ministry,  to 
me  is  a  misrepresentation  of  women  in 
ministry  in  general,  and  of  the  Con¬ 
sultation  of  Ordained  Women  in  par¬ 
ticular.  We  did  not  mandate  a  “quota 
system”  in  our  deliberations  together. 
We  were  quite  aware  of  our  inability  to 
direct  the  actions  of  others,  although 
others  have  frequently  attempted  to 
direct  our  actions.  Our  official  action 
recommended  that  the  church  institute 
processes  to  represent  women  at  all 
levels  of  the  church.  It  is  a  natural 
conclusion  that  if  a  community  is  truly 
representative  and  if  over  half  of  that 
community  is  women,  then  women  must 
necessarily  eventually  be  in  half  of  the 
positions  of  authority. 

You  suggested  that  women  be  brought 
into  the  system  as  their  qualifications 
and  experience  allow.  Who  is  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  constitutes  qualifications  and 
experience?  Is  the  church  a  community 
of  those  called  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to ' 
'“minister,  or  is  it  not?  Women  in  ministry 
are  a  direct  challenge  to  the  church’s 
present  acceptance  of  hierarchical 
dominance  and  authority.  We  are  not  a 
patriarchal  image  and  present  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  church  to  re-group 
around  less  constricting  images,  more 
fulfilling  of  human  dignity  and  human 
liberty.  We  necessarily  stand  outside  of 
(or  beside)  a  basically  male  structure  in 
the  church,  so  we  have  to  and  indeed  can 
affirm  that  a  new  process  of  cooperation 
and  reconciliation  is  what  should 
determine  authority  and  structure  in  the 
church.  We,  along  with  our  brother 
colleagues  in  the  ministry,  are  affirming 
that  competition  and  quotas  are  not  what 
the  church  is  all  about.  On  the  other 
hand,  to  be  representative  and  inclusive, 
you  must  have  all  types  and  conditions  of 
people  at  all  levels  of  decision-making. 
We  affirm,  along  with  all  the  laity  and 
clergy  of  our  church,  that  we  are 
dedicated  to  an  open,  cooperating, 
reconciling  community  of  faith  where 
invitations  toward  inclusiveness  will  be 
seen  as  opportunities  to  grow  and 
develop  new  ways  of  relating  and  not  as 
threats. 

Kathryn  L.  Bailey  Moore 

Washington,  D.  C. 

We  musn’t  approve  sin 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  January  17  TM/  UMR  issue, 
there  is  an  article  “Female  clergy  urge 
changes.” 

I  am  quite  upset  about  the  third  af¬ 
firmed  statement  dealing  with 
homosexual  life  styles.  Every  Bible 
reader  should  know  that  homosexuality 
is  a  sin.  Just  because  it  has  become  a  way 
of  life  for  more  and  more  people,  is  no 
reason  for  The  United  Methodist  Church 
to  approve  of  it.  What  would  John  Wesley 
say? 


I  think  the  meeting  of  United  Methodist 
Clergywomen  was  fine  and  good,  but  let’s 
not  deviate  from  what  the  Lord  taught.  If 
we  do,  we  may  as  well  close  all  the 
churches  and  go  honky-tonking. 

Mrs.  T.  R.  Bartlett 
Glenmora,  Louisiana 

ABC  movie  on  Feb.  19 
highly  recommended 
To  the  Editor: 

First,  I  want  to  express  my  ap¬ 
preciation  for  your  weekly  paper.  It  is 
easy  to  read  quickly  and  keep  up  with 
Methodist  news. 

I  hope  I  am  not  too  late  for  something 
very  important.  I  have  just  heard  from 
Mrs.  Helen  Doss  that  her  book,  “The 
Family  Nobody  Wanted,”  which  is 
known  throughout  our  country  as  the  first 
of  her  books,  is  to  be  televised  as  “movie- 
of-the-week”  February  19th  over  the 
ABC  network. 

The  program  director  of  ABC  here  in 
Phoenix  told  me  that  it  is  to  be  shown  all 
over  the  U.  S.  It  is  such  an  unusual 
Christian  book  telling  a  true  story  of  the 
Doss  family  and  their  twelve  adopted 
international  children. 

We  have  known  the  author  for  twenty 
years  and  know  she  is  a  wonderful 
Christian,  the  wife  of  a  Methodist 
minister,  and  a  talented  writer.  She  is 
alone  now,  but  is  continuing  to  write 
religious  books. 

I  feel  that  we  should  help  promote  good 
family  Christian  pictures  forJelevision, 
and  let  stations  know  that  we  are  thank¬ 
ful  for  good  ones.  Perhaps  we  can  help 
offset  some  of  the  trash  that  is  being 
shown. 

I  hope  there  can  be  some  kind  of  notice 
for  our  Methodists  to  see  the  movie  on  the 
evening  of  Feb.  19th,  ABC-TV. 

Mrs.  D.  G.  Bennett 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

There  are  more  urgent 
matters  to  be  addressed 
To  the  Editor: 

I  understand  your  Christian  concern 
because  of  the  criticism  of  Bishop  Paul 
Washburn’s  trip  to  Hanoi  in  December 
and  his  expresed  anguish  over  the  results 
of  American  bombing  (TM/  UMR,  Jan. 
31).  However,  your  sympathetic  editorial 
cannot  be  long  endured  when  one  thinks 
of  more  urgent  matters  to  which  our 
bishops  should  address  themselves.  The 
starvation  problem  of  this  planet  would 
have  been  a  more  worthy  pursuit  for  the 
good  bishop. 

If,  indeed,  it  was  vitally  necessary  for 
Bishop  Washburn  to  administer  the 
duties  of  his  office  in  Hanoi,  why  could  he 
not  have  also  included  South  Vietnam  in 
the  same  trip? 

You  ask,  “How  much  compassion  is  too 
much?”  I  think  both  you  and  Bishop 
Washburn  have  overlooked  vital  per¬ 
spectives  in  your  concerns. 

John  D.  Miller 
Lone  Star,  Texas 

Your  statement  is  naive 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  statement  that  the  real  power  in 
the  Methodist  Church  is  in  the  local 
congregations  (TM/  UMR,  Jan  24)  is 
reminiscent  of  a  statement  by  an  English 
king  of  the  nineteenth  century.  As  some 
of  his  subjects  were  preparing  to  depart 
and  found  a  colony  in  America  he  told 


them  they  could  do  as  they  pleased  —  so 
long  as  they  pleased  him. 

Laymembers  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  may  do  as  they  please  —  so  long 
as  they  please  the  ordained  clergy.  This 
pear-absolute  control  manifests  itself  in 
a  thousand  ways,  most  of  them  covert 
and  subtle,  but  some  quite  overt.  A 
pastor  not  far  from  here  “vetoed”  (his 
word)  an  action  of  the  Administrative 
Board.  The  action  was  quite  lawful,  but 
was  taken  in  his  absence.  He  cited  the 
passage  in  the  Discipline  that  “the  pastor 
is  in  charge”  and  the  decision  of  the 
Methodist  supreme  court  that  the 
Discipline  is  the  law  of  the  Church. 

It  is  probable  that  many  lay  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church  have  been 
persuaded  that  they  are  in  control  of 
their  church.  Many  slaves  of  com¬ 
munism  really  believe  that  they  live  in 
the  world’s  only  free  society. 

“The  real  power  in  the  church  is  God’s 
power,”  you  say.  Have  you  ever  met  an 
ordained  clergyman  who  did  not  believe 
that  his  ability  to  interpret  God’s  will  was 
superior  to  that  of  any  layman?  The 
ultimate  refuge,  the  ultimate  argument 
is  “this  is  the  way  God  wants  it.”  But  the 
voice  is  the  voice  of  a  man,  and  the  ideas 
are  likely  to  be  those  of  his  wishes,  rather 
than  revelations  from  God. 

John  Wesley  Carrothers 

Mill  Valley,  California 

General  Boards  suspected 

To  the  Editor: 

~~~In~thfe  past  yeais  oui  General  Con¬ 
ference  set  up  the  various  General 
Boards  to  improve  and  facilitate  its 
many  Christian  activities. 

These  boards  —  .some  have  chanted 
their  names  —"have  grown  and  grown 
and  seem  to  have  become  cancerous. 
Some  of  the  members  hit  the  campaign 
trails  for  politicians  using  their  titles  and 
prestige.  Others  sponsor  Union 
organizers,  some  financially  with  church 
money. 

The  “Boardocrats”  seem  to  parallel 
our  Federal  Bureaucrats  even  down  to 
the  “dirty  tricks.”  What  other  reason 
could  any  of  them  have  for  holding  closed 
meetings  (see  TM/  UMR,  Dec.  6). 

^.!  H.  D.  West 

Porter,  Texas 

We  should  grow  food 
instead  of  tobacco 
To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  P.  B.  Rosson  (“A  better 
way  to  save  grain,”  TM/  UMR,  Jan.  31). 
Let’s  have  less  beer  and  more  food. 

And  what  about  tobacco  and  smoking? 
Last  year  Americans  smoked  29  billion 
packs  of  cigarettes  —  grown  on  one 
million  acres  of  land.  Think  how  much 
food  could  have  been  grown! 

Not  only  was  this  a  total  waste,  but  the 
government  also  subsidized  the  growers 
with  several  million  dollars.  They  give 
large  sums  to  the  southern  colleges  to 
improve  tobacco  while  also  spending 
millions  to  cure  the  effects  of  tobacco  — 
cancer,  heart  attacks,  and  many 
respiratory  diseases.  This  is  pure 
stupidity. 

No  doubt  Methodists  smoke  their 
share. 

Paul  Suchland 

House  Springs,  Missouri 


of  humanity  are  illuminted  by  Jesus. 
Indeed,  it  is  necessary  to  the  universality 
of  the  Christ  that  he  be  perceived  in 
relation  to  the  particularities  of  the 
believers’  world.  We  do  repudiate  the 
captivity  to  such  metaphors,  which  are 
necessarily  inadequate,  relative,  tran¬ 
sitory,  and  frequently  idolatrous.  Jesus, 
together  with  the  Scripture  and  the  whole 
of  the  Christian  tradition,  cannot  be 
artitrarily  interpreted  without  reference 
to  the  history  of  which  they  are  part.  The 
danger  is  in  the  attempt  to  exploit  the 
tradition  without  taking  the  tradition 
seriously. 

Theme  5:  All  religions  are  equally 
valid;  the  choice  among  them  is  not  a 
matter  of  conviction  about  truth  but  only 
of  personal  preference  or  life-style. 

We  affirm  our  common  humanity.  We 
affirm  the  importance  of  exploring  and 
confronting  all  manifestations  of  the 
religious  quest  and  of  learning  from  the 
riches  of  other  religions.  But  we 
repudiate  this  theme  because  it  flattens 
diversities  and  ignores  contradictions.  In 
doing  so,  it  not  only  obscures  the 
meaning  of  Christian  faith,  but  also  fails 
to  respect  the  integrity  of  other  faiths. 
Truth  matters;  therefore  differences 
among  religions  are  deeply  significant. 

Theme  6:  To  realize  one’s  potential  and 
to  be  true  to  oneself  is  the  whole  meaning 
of  salvation. 

Salvation  contains  a  promise  of  human 
fulfillment,  but  to  identify  salvation  with 
human  fulfillment  can  trivialize  the 
promise.  We  affirm  that  salvation  cannot 
be  found  apart  from  God. 

Theme  7;  Since  what  is  human  is  good, 
evil  can  adequately  be  understood  as 
failure  to  realize  human  potential. 

This  theme  invites  false  understanding 
of  the  ambivalence  of  human  existence 
and  underestimates  the  pervasiveness  of 
sin.  Paradoxically,  by  minimizing  the 
enormity  of  evil,  it  undermines  serious 
and  sustained  attacks  on  particular 
social  and  individual  evils. 

Theme  8:  The  sole  purpose  of  worship 
is  to  promote  individual  self-realization 
and  human  community. 

Worship  promotes  individual  and 
communal  values,  but  it  is  above  all  a 
response  to  the  reality  of  God  and  arises 
out  of  the  fundamental  need  and  desire  to 
know,  love  and  adore  God.  We  worship 
God  because  God  is  to  be  worshipped. 

Theme  9:  Institutions  add  historical 
traditions  are  oppressive  and  inimical  to 
our  being  truly  human;  liberation  from 
them  is  required  for  authentic  existence 
and  authentic  religion. 

Institutions  and  traditions  are  often 
oppressive.  For  this  reason  they  must  be 
Subjected  to ■  relentless  criticism!"  But 
human  community  inescapably  requires 
institutions  and  traditions.  Without  them 
life  would  degenerate  into  chaos  and  new 


forms  of  bondage.  The  modern  pursuit  of 
liberation  from  all  social  and  historical 
restraints  is  finally  dehumanizing. 

Theme  10:  The  world  must  set  the 
agenda  for  the  church.  Social,  political, 
and  economic  programs  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  are  ultimately  normative 
for  the  church’s  mission  in  the  world. 

This  theme  cuts  across  the  political 
and  ideological  spectrum.  Its  form 
remains  the  same,  no  matter  whether  the 
content  is  defined  as  upholding  the  values 
of  the  American  way  of  life,  promoting 
socialism,  or  raising  human  con¬ 
sciousness.  The  church  must  denounce 
oppressors,  help  liberate  the  oppressed 
and  seek  to  heal  human  misery. 
Sometimes,  the  church’s  mission  coin¬ 
cides  with  the  world’s  progress.  But  the 
norms  for  the  church’s  activity  derive 
from  its  own  perception  of  God’s  will  for 
the  world. 

Theme  11:  An  emphasis  on  God’s 
transcendence  is  at  least  a  hindrance  to, 
and  perhaps  incompatible  with, 
Christian  social  concern  and  action. 

This  suoposition  leads  some  to 
denigrate  God’s  transcendence.  Others, 
holding  to  a  false  transcendence,  with¬ 
draw  into  religious  privatism  or  in¬ 
dividualism  and  neglect  the  personal  and 
communal  responsibility  of  Christians 
for  the  earthly  city.  From  a  biblical 
perspective,  it  is  precisely  because  of 
confidence  in  God’s  reign  over  all  aspects 
of  life  that  Christians  must  participate 
fully  in  the  struggle  against  oppressive 
and  dehumanizing  structures  and  their 
manifestations  in  racism,  war,  and 
economic  exploitation. 

Theme  12:  The  struggle  for  a  better 
humanity  will  bring  about  the  Kingdom 
of  God. 

The  struggle  for  a  better  humanity  is 
essential  to  Christian  faith  and  can  be 
informed  and  inspired  by  the  biblical 
promise  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  But 
imperfect  human  beings  cannot  create  a 
perfect  society.  The  Kingdom  of  God 
surpasses  any  conceivable  utopia.  God 
has  his  own  designs  which  confront  ours, 
surprising  us  with  judgment  and  re¬ 
demption. 

Theme  13:  The  question  of  hope  beyond 
death  is  irrelevant  or  at  best  marginal  to 
the  Christian  understanding  of  human 
fulfillment. 

This  is  the  final  capitulation  to  modern 
thought.  If  death  is  the  last  word,  then 
Christianity  has  nothing  to  say  to  the 
final  questions  of  life.  We  believe  that 
God  raised  Jesus  from  the  dead  and  are 
”...  convinced  that  there  is  nothing  in 
death  or  life,  in  the  realm  of  spirits  or 
superhuman  powers,  in  the  world  as  it  is 
or  in  the  world  as  it  shall  be,  in  the  forces 
of  the  universe,  in  heights  or  depths  — 
nothing  in  all  creation  that  can  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord.”  (Romans  8:38f.). 


TM/UMR  gets  new  data  processing 
system  and  circulation  manager 


Don  Arnold 


dependent  data 
processing  system 
for  TM/  UMR’s 
circulation  depart¬ 
ment  and  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a 
new  circulation 
manager  to  oversee 
it  were  announced 
this  week  by  Editor  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III. 

Mr.  Donald  E.  Arnold,  32,  of  Kaufman, 
Tx.,  has  assumed  responsibility  for 
developing  a  system  by  which  TM/  UMR 
can  process  its  own  billing  and  cir¬ 
culation  lists. 

Previously  the  paper  paid  for  these 
-services  to  be  performed- by- a  computer 
company. 

“As  of  last  week,  we  are  on  our  own,” 
Mr.  Dunnam  said.  The  change  was 
made,  he  said,  to  give  TM/  UMR  greater 
control  over  the  processing  of  its  cir¬ 
culation  data,  thereby  “enabling  us  to 
provide  more  efficient  service  to  the 


annual  conferences  and  local  churches 
we  serve.”  It  also  will  result  in  long-term 
savings  economically. 

The  editor  said  he  sees  the  move  as 
“one  more  way  to  be  good  stewards  of  the 
resources  the  church  has  invested  in  this 
newspaper.” 

Mr.  Arnold,  a  native  of  Dallas,  was 
previously  employed  as  data  processing 
manager  at  Joy  Manufacturing  Co., 
Waxahachie,  Tx.  and  as  a  program 
analyst  at  Redman  Industries,  Dallas,  a 
mobile  home  manufacturer,  where  he 
helped  develop  computer  systems  for 
manufacturing,  accounting,  sales, 
production  and  inventory. 

He  and  his  wife, u  Sheryl, .  baye. -two- 
children:  They  are  members  of  Wilson 
Chapel  UMC,  Kaufman,  Tx.  where  Don’s 
father  is  pastor. 

Working  with  Mr.  Arnold  in  main¬ 
taining  more  than  300,000  names  and 
addresses  each  week  are  Wanda 
Rushing,  Betty  Andrews,  Clydia  Thomas 
and  Robernetta  Jones.  ) 
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U.M.  educators  study 
Sunday  school  illness 


Con- piled  from  News  Services 

NASHViLLE,  Tenn.  —  The  Sunday 
school,  a  unique  American  Institution,  is 
sick,  at  least  among  main-line  Protestant 
churches. 

The  Cause  of  that  illness  and  whether 
or  not  it  will  result  in  death  was  the 
central  focus  of  a  four-day  “Con¬ 
frontation  Sunday  School”  consultation 
held  here  late  in  January  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  United  Methodist 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship  (CEF) 
and  the  Center  of  Continuing  Education 
at  Scarritl  College. 

There  was  no  common  diagnosis 
among  the  230  participants  but  by  the 


Professor 
hits  Sunday 
school  myths 

NASHVIIXE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  A  volley 
of  shots  were  fired  here  at  “myths” 
which  have  contributed  to  the  decline  of 
the  Sunday  school. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Murray,  professor  of 
Christian  education  and  continuing 
education  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 

Southern  Methodist  University,  told  230 
participants  in  a  “Confrontation  Sunday 
School”  meeting  here  at  Scarritt  College 
the  greatest  myth  abroad  today  is  that 
the  Sunday  school  is  dead. 

People  are  still  attending  Sunday 
school  in  large  numbers,  particularly  in 
the  South,  he  said,  because  it  is  a  durable 
social  institution  which  provides  per¬ 
sonal  benefits.  These  benefits,  he 
outlines,  include  the  belief  that  in¬ 
dividuals  are  doing  what  God  wants  them 
to  do  by  engaging  in  Christian  com¬ 
munity  for  Christian  growth. 

Among  his  long  list  of  ‘  myths”  were: 

—  “The  Sunday  school  should  be  a 
school  in  which  instruction  is 
paramount.”  That  is  a  myth,  he  said, 
because  while  study  is  important,  the 
Sunday  school  is  not  essentially  a  school. 

—  “The  way  to  improve  the  Sunday 
school  and  make  it  grow  is  to  hire  a 
professional  Christian  educator.”  An 
sducator,  Mr.  Murray  said,  does  not 
necessarily  neef  formal  training  or  a 
degree  but  must  have  in  all  cases: 

“warmth,  patience,  willingness  to  work 
nard,  insight,  love,  and  a  fantastic 
capacity  to  cope.” 

—  “A  class  must  always  be  a  warm 
community  before  any  learning  will  take 
place.”  Some  people  need  warmth  while 
others  do  not,  Mr.  Murray  said.  He  also 
attacked  the  myth  that  a  church  or  a 
class  must  be  small  to  be  warm. 

—  “Nothing  can  be  done  in  30 
minutes.”  The  Sunday  morning  time, 
though  limited,  is  enough  time  when 
teachers  don’t  try  to  do  too  much,  Mr. 

Murray  said.  “A  class  should  engage 
around  a  sharply  focused  object  with 
openness  to  each  other,”  he  said. 

—  “Involvement  means  verbal  in¬ 
terchange.”  Some  persons  do  not  wish  to 
speak,  Murray  said,  but  that  does  not 
mean  they  are  uninvolved. 

—  “The  fault  with  curriculum  is  that  it 
does  not  have  enough  Bible.”  The  reason 
curriculum  is  criticized,  Murray 
believes,  is  that  it  is  too  different  in 
format  from  what  persons  knew  as 
children. 

—  “All  dedicated  persons  should  teach 
for  a  year.”  Because  of  the  busy  schedule 

.  of  persons  today  he  said  this  myth  is 
based  on  unrealistic  expectations. 

—  “Rewards  are  bad  and  should  not  be 
used  in  good  Sunday  Schools  for  teachers 
or  children.”  Teachers  and  pupils  must 
feel  valuable,  Murray  said. 

—  “Local  church,  district,  and  annual 
conferences  will  ask  for  help  of  the 

.  specific  kind  they  need  when  they  want 
it.”  Addressing  the  myth  to  general 
board  personnel,  Mr.  Murray  said,  “The 
truth  of  the  matter  is  that  general  board  disease  is  found  most  frequently  there  is 
people  haveto  learn  that  we  have  made  a  “variola  major,”  which  brings  with_it_a_ 
mistake  when  we  say  we  must  wait  for  30  per  cent  mortality  rate.  Total  number 
the  grassroots  to  tell  us  what  they  want  of  cases  in  Bangladesh  for  1974,  ac- 
us  to  do.  ”  cording  to  the  Center  for  Disease  Control 


close  of  the  meeting  most  were  agreeing 
that  the  Sundav  School  will  survive  with 
its  continuing  health  depending  on  a 
blend  of  continuity  with  the  past  and 
change  for  the  future. 

The  consultation  dealt  specifically  with 
the  Sunday  morning  school,  that  period 
of  time  before  or  after  the  formal  wor¬ 
ship  service  when  people  join  together 
for  fellowship  and  study. 

Since  1959  there  has  been  a  decrease  of 
22.73  per  cent  in  United  Methodist  church 
school  attendance.  Seventy-seven  per 
cent  of  all  church  schools  in  United 
Methodism  have  fewer  than  100  persons 
in  attendance  and  only  3.1  per  cent  of 
United  Methodist  Church  schools  have 
more  than  300  participants. 

Most  of  the  participants  ir.  the  Nash¬ 
ville  consultation  were  professional 
Christian  educators  although  a  small 
number  were  local  church  volunteer 
educators.  Because  of  limited  ac¬ 
commodations,  more  than  100  persons 
were  not  permitted  to  register,  a  fact 
which  CEF  executive  R.  Harold  Hipps 
said  illustrates  the  high  interest  today  in 
the  status  of  the  Sunday  School.  A  second 
“Confrontation  Sunday  School”  with  the 
same  leadership  will  be  held  in  April  in 
Dallas. 

“Whereas  most  people  describe  Sun¬ 
day  school  as  a  standoff  and  failure,  it  is 
a  remarkable  success,”  Dr.  Robert  Lynn 
of  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  New 
York,  told  the  consultaticn. 

“Wherever  evangelical  Protestantism 
is  strong  there  you  will  find  a  vibrant 
Sunday  school,”  said  the  United 
Presbyterian  clergyman,  a  specialist  in 
the  history  of  U.S.  education  and  co¬ 
author  of  a  history  of  the  Sunday  school 
movement. 

Dr.  Lynn  said  the  real  test  of  American 
Protestantism  will  come  in  treatment  of 
the  Sunday  school. 

John  W.  Westerhoff  III,  a  professor  of 
religious  education  at  Duke  University, 
Durham,  N.C.,  confessed  that  he  has  a 
renewed  appreciation  of  the  Sunday 
school. 

“If  it  were  not  for  the  Sunday  school 
the  church  would  have  died  long  ago,”  he 
said.  “Nevertheless,  Sunday  schools  in 
small  mainline  churches  are  sick  ;  sick  in 
part  because  they  have  tried  to  become 
modern  church  schools  and  failed.” 

Some  problems  of  Sunday  schools  were 
discussed  from  an  historical  point  of  view 
by  Dr.  Sara  Little  of  the  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va. 

Sunday  schools,  she  noted,  began  in  the 
1830s  as  lay  activities  outside  the  in¬ 
stitutional  churches.  Tension  was 
created  when  the  movement  was  taken 
over  by  the  institutions. 

Consultation  participants  were 
•areminded  of  a  description  of  the  Sunday 
school  made  in  1860 : 

“The  Sunday  school  appears  to  take  on 
the  character  of  an  endless  experiment 
by  the  grandeur  of  its  objective,  by  the 
inexhaustible  interest  it  touches,  by  the 
immortality  of  the  souls  it  nourishes,  as 
well  as  by  the  variety  of  the  conditions  in 
which  it  exists.  It  is  invested  with  this 
mystery  and  charm  of  an  unfinished 
enterprise.  Its  plan  is  never  quite  filled 
out.” 


Indian  siege  halted 

U.M.  clergyman  urges 
‘religious  response’ 


Victory  poii-now 

GRESHAM,  Wis.  —  With  a  bonfire  blaring  in  the  background,  an  Indian  beats  on  a 
drum  during  a  victory  pow-wow  near  Gresham,  Wis.,  after  an  agreement  was 
reached  to  end  peacefully  the  33-day  occupation  of  an  unused  Roman  Catholic  abbey 
by  armed  Menominee  Indians  and  to  deed  the  property  to  the  Menominee  tribe. 

Brother  Maurice  Wilson  of  the  Alexian  Brothers  order,  which  owned  the  abbey, 
said  that  the  property  would  be  deeded  to  the  tribe  and  must  be  used  “for 

humanitarian  purposes”  in  health,  education  or  social  services. 
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Mood  of  hope  at  annual  meeting 

EMC  says  mission  door  is  open 


CHICAGO  (RNS)— A  United  Methodist 
minister  and  a  Roman  Catholic  Brother, 
both  instrumental  in  working  out  an 
agreement  with  militant  Indians  who 
occupied  a  Catholic  novitiate  in  northern 
Wisconsin,  spoke  here  of  the  need  for 
“wide  religious  response”  to  the 
problems  of  American  Indians  in 
Wisconsin  and  elsewhere  in  the  nation. 

Stressing  “reconciliation”  and  “heal¬ 
ing”  among  all  facets  of  that  com¬ 
munity,  whites  and  Indians,  they 
expressed  belief  that  the  occupation 
could  spur  a  general  resurgence  of 
religious  concern  for  all  U.S.  Indians. 

The  Rev.  John  P.  Adams  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
Washington,  D.C.,  said  following  the 
evacuation  of  militant  armed  Indians 
from  the  Alexian  Brothers  property  near 
Gresham,  Wis.  (Feb.  3)  that  he  is  hopeful 
that  Wisconsin,  the  state’s  Council  of 
Churches  and  other  religious  groups  will 
fulfill  their  commitment  to  assist  the 
Menominee  Indians. 

Brother  Maurice  Wilson,  C.F^A^, 
secretary  of  the  Alexian  Brothers’ 
national  board  and  chief  negotiator  with 
the  band  of  about  35  Indians  who  took 
over  the  novitiate  New  Year’s  Day, 
explained  that  the  order  feels  that  “what 
is  needed  now  is  a  spirit  of  reconciliation 
and  forgiveness”  by  everyone,  Indians 
and  white  residents  alike,  in  the  Shawano 
and  Menominee  County  areas  where  the 
incident  occurred. 


By  BUD HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

TULSA,  Ok.  —  A  mood  of  hope  was  in 
sharp  contrast  with  last  year’s  mood  of 
frustration  as  150  of  United  Methodism’s 
staunchest  supporters  of  evangelical 
missions  met  here  Feb.  5-7  for  the  second 
annual  meeting  of  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  (EMC). 

No  one  at  the  meeting  was  saying  that 
all  of  the  philosophical  differences 
between  the  EMC  and  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
have  been  settled.  There  were  a  lot  of 
EMC  members,  however,  saying  “things 
are  a  lot  better  than  they  were  last  year.” 

That  assessment  of  the  effect  of  the 
one-year-old  pressure  group  formed  last 
February  at  Lake  Sharon,  Tex.,  to 
“correct  the  imbalance  which  has  de- 
emphasized  eVdhgelism”  in  the 
denomination’s  world  missions  outreach, 
was  a  main  focus  of  the  three  day 
meeting. 

“I  believe  that  the  most  important 
single  achievement  of  the  EMC  has  been 
the  fact  that  through  our  efforts  the  door 
is  once  again  open  for  evangelical  youth 
to  enter  missionary  service  through  our 
church,”  Dr.  David  Seamands,  EMC 
chairman,  said.  “From  this  point  on,  if 
evangelicals  are  not  in  the  field  we  will 


the  church  today 


S.O.S.  —  40  medical  doctors 
needed  in  Bangladesh 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Three  divisions 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  have  joined  an  urgent, 
ecumenical  call  for  40  medical  doctors  to 
combat  a  deadly  smallpox  epidemic  in 
Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh  is  one  of  three  countries  in 
the  world  where  smallpox  remains  a 
serious  problem.  The  strain  of  the 


Story  of  Christian  concern 
UNIVERSAL  CITY.  Ca.  —  A  story  of  Christian  concern  will  air  February  19,  as 
ABC  s  Wednesday  Movie  of  the  Week  presents  an  adaptation  of  a  best-selling  book 
by  Helen  Doss,  widow  of  a  United  Methodist  minister. 

“The  Family  Nobody  W  anted,”  starring  Shirley  Jones  and  James  Olson  [seated] 
is  the  real-life  story  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Doss,  who  adopted  twelve  children  of 
mixed  heritage.  The  film  is  a  Universal  Television  production. 

Mrs.  Doss  has  written  several  books,  including  “A  Brother  the  Size  of  Me”  and 
“The  Really  Real  Family"  about  her  family,  which  drew  national  attention  and 
press  coverage  several  years  ago. 

Photo  Courtesy  ol  Universal  Television 


in  Atlanta,  topped  the  16,000  mark,  which 
would  put  the  number  of  deaths  above 
5,000  persons. 

Joining  in  the  call  for  the  medical 
doctors  are  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  and  World  Divisions,  and  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Soviet  Christians  to  visit 
U.S.A. 

NEW  YORK  —  A  delegation  of  20 
leading  officials  of  churches  in  the  Soviet 
Union  will  tour  the  United  States  and 
visit  with  church  leadership  here  from 
Feb.  16  through  Mar.  9. 

The  Russian  Christians  are  coming  at 
the  invitation  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC),  returning  a  visit  made 
last  summer  by  a  delegation  of  20 
American  church  leaders  to  Russia. 

The  topic  of  the  ongoing  discussion 
during  the  visit  will  center  on  the  theme 
of  the  upcoming  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Fifth  Assembly,  “Jesus  Christ 
Frees  and  Unites.”  It  is  expected  that  the 
American  church  delegates,  many  of 
whom  are  the  chief  officers  of  NCC 
member  churches,  will  seek  to  relate  this 
general  theme  to  some  of  the  current 
problems  of  freedom  and  oppression, 
according  to  Dr.  David  R.  Hunter,  who  is 
coordinating  the  visit  for  the  NCC. 

U.M.  Congress  on  Evangelism 
set  for  Bicentennial 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  -  First 
among  the  many  activities  planned  by 
church  agencies  for  the  American 
Bicentennial  Year  will  be  a  United 
Methodist  Congress  on  Evangelism 
January  4-8,  1976. 

Sponsored  by  the  Council  on 
Evangelism,  an  auxiliary  to  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  the  Congress  will  have  as 
its  theme:  “The  Spirit  of  Christ  in  ’76: 
Calling  for  Repentance,  Resolution, 
Renewal.” 

The  Council’s  executive  committee 
met  here  January  23-24  and  made  initial 
plans  for  the  Congress.  Oeohcil  president 
Dr.  Reynolds  W.  Green  Jr.,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dalton, 
Ga.,  said  approximately  2,500  will  be 
expected  at  the  meeting  which  will  in¬ 
clude  special  addresses  and  sessions  for 
12  sub-groups  such  as  the  Association  of 
Conference  Evangelists  and  persons 
interested  in  youth  evangelism. 


have  no  one  to  blame  but  ourselves.’ 

Dr.  Seamands  listed  the  “open  door” 
as  one  of  five  “positive  results”  brought 
about  through  efforts  of  the  EMC  in  the 
past  year.  Others  included: 

•  The  “troubling  of  the  waters  of  the 
entiie  church”  with  fresh  “interest  and 
concern"  for  world  missions.  Dr. 
Seamands  said  that  through  the  efforts  of 
EMC  church  members  have  heard  more 
about  missions  in  1974  than  they 
‘probably  have  heard  in  a  decade.” 

•  Establishment  of  financial  channels 
through  which  evangelicals  can  con¬ 
tribute  directly  to  “outreach  and  pioneer 
evangelism”  around  the  world  through  a 
list  of  projects  in  evangelism  drawn  up 

7  by  the  Advance  Committee  (second  mile 
giving). 

The  influencing  of  the  World 
Division,  overseas  mission  arm  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  for 
evangelism.  Dr.  Seamands  said  he 
believes  the  EMC  has  played  a  part  in 
helping  to  swing  the  balance  of  emphasis 
on  the  part  of  some  division  staff 
members  toward  evangelism. 

•  The  encouragement  the  EMC  has 
“brought  to  faithful,  hardworking 
missionaries  on  the  field  around  the 
world.” 

Dr.  Seamands  also  listed  three  areas 
where  he  feels  the  EMC  efforts  have  not 
been  successful.  The  “disappointments” 
included : 

•  Missions  publications  and  study 
materials.  He  said  general  church 
publications  and  materials  are  “still 
inadequate”’  and  “lean  away  from 
Evangelism.”  He  said  the  situation  has 

Missionary 
society  is 
proposed 

-  TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

TULSA,  Ok.  —  The  vice  chairman  of 
the  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
(EMC),  a  one-year-old  alliance  of  United 
Methodists  joined  to  promote 
evangelistic  emphasis  in  missions,  has 
proposed  to -reorganize  the  agency  now 
responsible  for  the  denomination’s 
foreign  missions  outreach  into  a  “United 
Methodist  Missionary  Society.” 

Dr.  Charles  Britt,  EMC  vice  chairman 
from  Auburn,  Alabama,  told  150 
evangelicals  gathered  here  for  the  EMC 
annual  meeting  that  he  proposes  that 
General  Conference  in  1976  “extract”  the 
World  Division  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  “re-constitute”  it  into  the 
new  missionary  society.  Dr.  Britt 
stressed  to  members  of  the  press  that  he 
was  speaking  only  for  himself  and 
without  the  prior  approval  of  the  EMC 
executive  committee,  but  that  he  hopes 
the  proposal  will  eventually  become  a 
thrust  of  the  entire  body. 

‘fSuch  a  proposal  is  not  made  lightly  by 
one  whose  personal  proclivites  for  32 
years  led  him  tp  honor  the  Board  of 
Missions  as  being  the  doorkeeper  of  the 
Kingdom,”  Dr.  Britt  said. 

He  said  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
a  missionary  society  apart  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  needed 
because  he  feels  foreign  mission 
outreach  is  too  important  to  simply  be  a 
part  of  other  world  ministries.  He  said 
the  forming  of  such  a  society  with 
responsibility  only  for  overseas  missions 
would  serve  to  emphasize  such  outreach 
in  a  more  proper  perspective. 

He  said  General  Conference  should 
instruct  the  society  “to  bring  the 
denomination  again  to  a  place  of  highest 
fidelity  to  The  Great  Commission”  and 
that  terms  of  control  be  stated  in  The 
Discipline  of  the  church  to  prohibit  the 
society  from  ever  becoming  any  more 
than  a  missionary  society.” 


become  so  difficult  to  correct  that  he 
feels  ‘‘the  only  way  out  of  the  whole 
dilema  may  be  to  put  out  some  sort  of 
quarterly  EMC  newsletter.” 

•  The  need  for  a  theology  of  mission. 
He  stressed  the  need  for  the  World 
Division  to  “hammer  out”  and  ac¬ 
ceptable  theology  of  mission. 

•  Proposals  made  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  for  world  hunger  to  be 
made  a  theme  for  the  next  quadrennium. 
Dr.  Seamands  said  he  strongly  objects  to 
such  a  theme  unless  it  deals  with  “the 
bread  of  life  as  well  as  the  bread  we  eat.” 


Speaking  to  Religious  News  Service  by 
phone  from  the  Alexian  Brothers 
headquarters  in  Chicago,  both  men 
expressed  relief  that  the  34-day  oc¬ 
cupation  by  members  of  the  Menominee 
Warrior  Society  ended  without  blood¬ 
shed.  But  they  also  agreed  that  efforts  to 
aid  the  Indians  must  not  stop  now. 

(The  Indians  who  occupied  the 
novitiate  evacuated  the  property  after 
they  had  won  an  agreement  from  the 
Alexian  Brothers  that  the  property  -  all 
225  acres  and  several  large  buddings  — 
would  be  deeded  over  to  the  Menominee 
Tribe  “for  one  dollar  and  other  future 
considerations”  which  were  not  spelled 
out.) 

Mr.  Adams  praised  the  Alexian 
Brothers  for  a  “profoundly  religious” 
approach  to  the  problem.  “I  feel  very 
deeply  that  when  the  options  (for  set¬ 
tlement)  narrowed,  the  Brothers  were 
literally  dipping  into  their  Christian 
consciences  for  a  just  and  sensitive 
solution.” 

UMCOR  relief 
funds  total 

$1,000,000 

HOLLYWOOD,  Ca.  (UMC)  —  More 
than  $1,000,000  in  relief  and  rehabilitation 
funds  was  allocated  here  February  3  by 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR). 

Included  in  the  total  is  some  $479,000 
for  a  variety  of  projects  in  Africa, 
$344,000  for  Asia,  $12,500  for  the  U.S.  and 
Europe,  $103,000  for  Central  and  Latin 
America,  and  $52,000  for  the  Middle  East. 
Most  of  these  special  grants,  and  almost 
$245,000  in  continuing  commitments,  will 
be  expended  through  ecumenical 
channels. 

In  other  actions  at  its  first  meeting  of 
1975,  the  commission  asked  for  the 
calling  of  a  panel  of  experts  in  food 
production  and  distribution,  including 
small  farmers,  to  advise  a  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  task  force  on  world 
hunger  ;  heard  special  reports  on  work  in 
Haiti,  West  Africa  and  Nicaragua;  and 
was  told  that  contributions  to  UMCOR  hit 
an  all-time  high  of  $6,126,000  in  1974. 


Iowa  church  leaders  tackle 
labor-management  issues 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DES  MOINES,  la.  —  In  the  wake  of  a 
crippling  two-and-a-half-year  strike  at  a 
United  Methodist-related  Pikeville,  Ky. 
hospital,  at  least  one  annual  conference 
has  taken  steps  to  prevent  similar  labor- 
management  problems  at  its  hospitals 
and  homes. 

The  Iowa  conference  held  what  one 
participant  called  “a  useful  exchange” 
here  recently  about  labor  relations  at  its 
homes  and  hospitals.  The  meeting 
followed  a  strong  recommendation  from 
United  Methodism’s  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  that  conferences  “deal  with 
matters  of  relationships  before  crises 
occur.” 

Concerned  that  “the  moment  of  crisis 
is  too  late  for  establishing  good  com¬ 
munication,”  the  meeting  of  Iowa  con¬ 
ference  officers  and  chairpersons, 
pastors  and  representatives  of  health  and 
welfare  agencies  resulted  in  “a  better 
understanding  of  all  viewpoints,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  David  Ramsey,  vice- 
president  and  administrator  of  Iowa 
Methodist  Hospital. 

Participants  agreed  that  “should  a 
labor-management  problem  occur,,  the 
church  would  assume  a  posture  of 
neutrality,  and  all  public  statements 
would.  -be  coordinated  with  clergy- 
persons  who  are  board  members  of  the 
agency  involved,”  Mr.  Ramsey  told 
TM/UMR  in  a  telephone  interview. 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Murdoch,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Division  in  New  York, 
called  the  Iowa  meeting  “very  suc¬ 
cessful.  It  is  not  necessary  for  all  parties 
to  agree,”  he  told  TM/UMR,  “  but  it  is 
important  for  them  to  understand  one 


another’s  positions  before  a  labor- 
management  crisis  occurs." 

At  the  Iowa  meeting,  chaired  by  Bishop 
James  S.  Thomas,  participants  dealt 
with  common  labor-management 
practices  and  policies,  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  documents  on  Labor- 
management  relations,  and  relationships 
among  agencies,  annual  conferences, 
and  the  general  church  when  labor- 
management  problems  occur. 

Mr.  Murdoch  told  TM/UMR  there  has 
been  a  steady  increase  in  requests  to 
organize  employees  in  church-related 
homes  and  hospitals.  While  his  office 
does  not  keep  exact  figures  on  union 
shops,  he  estimates  that  perhaps  10  of  180 
UM-related  homes  for  the  aged  are 
organized,  10  hospitals  of  a  total  78,  and 
five  children’s  agencies  of  a  total  65. 

“There  are  always  moves  for 
representation  going  on,”  Mr.  Mur¬ 
doch  said.  “It  is  important  that  we  keep 
lines  of  communication  open  between 
church  and  agency  leaders." 

To  encourage  annual  conferences  to 
hold  similar  programs,  a  Joint  Task 
Force,  on- Health  and  Welfare  Issues 
prepared  guidelines  which  were 
presented  at  the  Council  on  Bishops’ 
meeting  in  November  by  Bishop  Francis 
E.  Kearns,  a  member  of  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Division  board.. 
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Joy,  hope,  smiles— 
clowns  share  Christ 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  —  When  a  group  of 
junior  high  youth  smear  on  some 
greasepaint,  don  silly  costumes  and  call 
themselves  the  “Holy  Fools,”  wouldn’t 
you  say  they’re  just  clowning  around? 

You  would,  indeed  —  unless  you  knew 
that  the  “Holy  Fools”  of  First  UMC, 
Springfield,  Ill.,  are  clowning  their  way 
to  national  attention  with  a  service 
ministry  that  is  steadily  expanding. 

A  year  ago,  TM/  UMR  talked  with 
“cleric  clown”  Rev.  Bill  Peckham,  then 
pastor  of  Sherman  and  Elkhart  (Ill.) 
United  Methodist  Churches,  about  his 
ministry  in  greasepaint  to  hospitals  and 
nursing  homes.  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  4, 
1974). 

Last  week,  we  called  Bill,  now 
associate  pastor  at  the  church  here,  and 
asked,  “What’s  new?” 

The  answer,  we  gathered,  is  this:  30 
young  clowns  who  take  their  clowning 
seriously,  and  a  ministry  that  brings  joy 
to  some  lonely  lives. 

Every  Saturday  afternoon,  “Joey  the 
Clown”  (Bill  Peckham)  and  his  “Fools” 
(ages  11  to  14)  descend  on  a  nursing 
home,  hospital,  or  drug  rehabilitation 
center  in  full  clown  regalia,  fan  out  and 
do  their  thing. 

The  secret  is  in  the  fanning  out.  “We 
don’t  perform,”  Bill  says.  “We  just  go 
one-to-one  and  visit.” 

How  well  they  do  it  may  be  reflected  in 
a  recent  note  to  Bill  from  the  activities 
director  of  a  Springfield  nursing  home: 
“People  usually  come  and  entertain  us. 
But  you  brought  our  people  a  sense  of 
being  touched,  feeling  needed  and  loved. 

“Christians  are  often  thought  of  as 
dull,  mundane  people.  The  clown 
philosophy  makes  people  realize  they, 
too,  can  be  happy  in  Christ,”  she  wrote. 

Furthermore,  Bill  says,  that  happiness 
seems  to  rub  off  on  the  clowns  them¬ 
selves.  “Make-up  works  magic,”  he 
says.  “It’s  a  freeing  thing.” 

Recently  when  he  took  his  troupe 


visiting  without  costumes  and  make-up, 
he  recalls,  “I  thought  they  might  get  shy 
and  huddle  together.  Instead,  they 
spread  out,  sat  among  the  senior  citizens 
and  began  to  talk  just  as  they  do  when 
they  go  as  the  Holy  Fools.” 

Since  Bill  began  recruiting  the  “Fools” 
at  his  new  church  -  an  enterprise  he  had 
begun  at  his  previous  assignment  — 
some  exciting  things  have  happened: 

—Two  pilot  TV  children’s  variety 
shows  will  be  produced  in  Springfield  in 
March,  entitled,  “Sing  a  Rainbow  with 
Joey  and  His  Friends.” 

—“Joey”  and  the  “Holy  Fools"  paid  a 
recent  visit  to  the  governor  of  Illinois. 

—The  troupe  will  conduct  campus 
chapel  services  in  clown  face  at  Illinois 
Wesleyan  University  and  Garrett 
Evangelical  Seminary. 

—“Joey"  now  has  a  monthly  story  - 
time  for  children  at  the  Lincoln  Library 
in  Springfield. 

—The  Associated  Press  is  doing  a 
picture  spread  of  the  “Fools”  at  work. 

It  all  began  when  Bill  Peckham,  a 
former  director  of  youth  ministry  for 
United  Methodism’s  Board  of 
Evangelism,  got  hooked  on  clowning 
back  in  1971.  “I  began  to  see  there  really 
was  something  there  —  the  joyfulness, 
the  openness,  the  difference  of  the 
clown,”  he  told  TM/  UMR  in  last  year’s 
interview. 

Whatever  is  there,  it  must  be  catching. 
First  Church’s  junior  high  MYF  at¬ 
tendance  has  tripled,  and  all  but  a  few 
members  are  “Fools.”  At  the  rate  in¬ 
vitations  are  coming  in,  “we  could  be 
clowning  three  or  four  times  a  week,” 
Bill  said. 

And  the  group’s  counselors  have  now 
gotten  into  the  act,  “They  refuse  to  go 
‘straight’  anymore.” 

It  figures,  then,  that  even  the 
Associated  Press  photographer  would 
get  in  the  spirit  of  things.  Just  before  his 
session  with  the  “Fools,”  he  made  a  last- 
minute  request.  You  guessed  it:  Could  he 
have  a  costume  and  some  greasepaint, 
please? 


Campaigns  for  relief  begin 


Clowning  around 


That’s  their  business.  Youth  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Springfield,  Ill., 
have  a  special  ministry.  The  “Holy  Fools,"  led  by  their  pastor,  each  week  bring 
cheer  to  hospital  and  nursing  home  dwellers.  [Center  photo]  Seventh-grader  Julie 
Sprecklemeyer  puts  on  her  clown  makeup  in  preparation  for  a  clown  project.  Julie  is 
president  of  the  Junior  High  UMYF.  [Upper  left]  About  two  thirds  of  the  27  Holy 
Fools  manage  to  attend  the  ministry  each  week.  [Upper  right]  Rev.  Bill  Peckham  as 


“Joey  the  Clown”  at  a  recent  "Joey’s  Story  Hour”  at  the  Springfield  City  Library. 
The  story  hours  are  now  a  monthly  event.  [Lower  left]  Rev.  Bill  Peckham  chats  with 
a  resident  of  the  Vonderlieth  Living  Center  at  Mt.  Pulaski.  Ill.,  at  a  recent  visit. 
[Lower  right]  The  Holy  Fools  visit  the  Haven  Retirement  Center  in  Springfield. 

[Photos  by  Roger  Hayden] 


Book  revieur- 


Churches  rally  to  fight  hunger  Study  explores  youth’s  five  cries 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

Six  months  ago,  many  United 
Methodist  churches  which  wanted  to 
fight  the  world  hunger  crisis  were 
asking.  “But  where  do  we  start?” 

Today,  a  number  of  them  have  started. 
And  at  least  one  church  hopes  to  develop 
a  model  “battle  plan”  for  others  to 
follow. 

•  Tiny  Uncasville  UMC,  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  with  fewer  than  100  members, 
has  raised  more  than  $20,000  for  church 
relief  agencies  in  less  than  a  year. 


t  1  ~3S! 

MAIRA  ALVAREZA  of  the 
Dominican  Republic  was  aban¬ 
doned  on  the  streets  of  Santo 
Domingo  at  eight  years  of  age.  She 
has  been  placed  in  our  La  Rosa  de 
Saron  Orphanage  as  a  ward  of  the 
court.  She’s  a  tiny,  delicate  little 
girl  who  needs  someone  to  love  her, 
someone  to  provide  food,  clothing 
and  a  few  educational  supplies. 

YOU  COULD  BE  HER  SPON¬ 
SOR  and  share  your  blessings  with 
Maira  or  another  child  like  her. 
You  would  receive  full  information 
on  the  child:  picture,  name  and 
address,  plus  case  history.  You 
may  write  to  “your”  child  if  you 
wish. 

No  contracts  are  signed  with 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN.  INC.,  a 
Christian  organization  founded  in 
1965.  WCI  is  approved  by  the  U.S. 
government’s  bureau  of  internal 
revenue  so  that  all  gifts  are  tax 
deductible. 

The  sponsorship  fee  has 
remained  the  same  through  the 
years  —  $10.  per  month.  Many 
church  groups  and  individuals  as 
well  as  civic  organizations  are 
finding  the  sponsorship  program  to 
be  a  real  venture  in  faith.  It  is  a 
fine  way  to  tell  a  needy  child.  "I 
care." 

Won’t  you  join  our  family  of 
sponsors?  Sponsors  are  needed  for 
children  in  India.  Taiwan.  Viet¬ 
nam,  the  Dominican  Republic  and 
Japan.  Please  write: 


£ocloaed  Is  payment  for  tint 


Write  To:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Regional 
Director.  P.  O.  Bax  2979.  Winter  Haven,  Fla. 


•  Wesley  UMC,  Urbana,  Ill.,  has 
aligned  a  task  force  of  food  crisis  experts 
to  prepare  action  guidelines  for  churches 
and  communities  which  want  help  get¬ 
ting  started. 

•  Contributions  from  First  UMC, 
Weslaco,  Tx.,  of  more  than  $4,000  for 
UMCOR  and  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
were  spurred  by  an  imaginative  ap¬ 
proach  to  UMCOR’s  Third  World  Stack- 
Sack  House  Project. 

•  Contributions  from  First  UMC, 
Weslaco,  Tx.,  of  more  than  $4,000  for 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  and  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  were  spurred  by  an  imaginative 
approach  to  UMCOR’s  Third  World 
Stack-House  Project. 

•  The  Missouri  Conference  is  one  of 
several  which  are  plugging  in  to  a 
“Missing  a  Meal  for  Millions”  campaign 
recommended  at  United  Methodism’s 
Council  of  Bishops’  meeting  in  Novem¬ 
ber. 

•  The  Southwest  Texas  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  will  involve  381 
local  churches  in  a  “Fund  for  Life” 
Lenten  Project  to  help  alleviate  famine 
in  Sahel,  West  Africa. 

•  A  new  series  of  public  service  an¬ 
nouncements  dealing  with  world  hunger 
have  been  mailed  to  130  AM  and  FM 
stations  in  Indiana  by  the  Indiana  Area 
United  Methodist  Communications 
(UMC). 

To  Ms.  Jessica  Hoadley,  one  of  the  two 
laypersons  leading  the  fund-raising  ef¬ 
fort  in  Uncasville,  “this  is  just  something 
our  people  thought  we  needed  to  do.” 

Ms.  Hoadley,  whose  church  has  raised 
$5,000  for  UNICEF,  $7,000  for  UMCOR, 
and  more  than  $8,000  for  CROP 
(Christian  Overseas  Rural  Program), 
said  Uncasville  UMC  is  not  particularly 
“a  fund-raising  church.  But  Americans 
are  sometimes  slow  to  see  their 
responsibility  for  all  the  people  in  the 
world.  If  we  can  help  encourage  a  sense 
of  responsibility  right  here  in  our  com- 


“In  Remembrance” 
Memorials  from  Cokesbury 

Are  you  looking  for  gifts  suitable 
as  memorials?  Cokesbury  can  help 
you.  We  have  a  selection  of  memorial 
books  and  engraved  plates,  as  well 
as  communion  ware,  paraments,  and 
other  items  to  suit  your  gift  needs. 
Write  for  our  suggestions  on  memorial 
gifts,  or  shop  in  person  at  the  Cokes¬ 
bury  Bookstore  nearest  you. 

_ I  am  interested  in  learning 

more  about  what  Cokesbury 
has  to  offer  in  gifts  suit¬ 
able  as  memorials. 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ 


STATE _ ZIP 


munity,  we  should.” 

The  Uncasville  church  launched  a  10- 
week  pledge  campaign  for  hunger  relief 
last  May.  They  exceeded  their  $10,000 
goal  by  $2,000.  More  than  $5,000  came 
from  a  walk  for  hunger.  The  remaining 
$7,000  was  raised  through  pledges  — 
which  averaged  $300-$400,  Ms.  Hoadley 
estimates  —  and  other  efforts,  such  as 
the  church’s  children  delivering  phone 
directories  and  donating  their  salaries  to 
the  campaign. 

Another  "walk”  in  December,  which 
involved  most  of  southeast  Connecticut 
for  a  50-mile  radius,  netted  the  church 
$8,100  for  CROP. 

The  task  force  on  world  hunger  now 
getting  underway  at  Wesley  UMC  in 
Urbana,  Ill.,  hopes  to  make  it  easier  for.- 
churches  to  get  a  handle  on  some  of  the 
problems  involved  in  fighting  hunger 

“Because  we  are  centered  in  a  college 
community  (on  the  campus  of  the 
University  of  Illinois),  we  are  blessed 
with  many  members  who  are  well- 
equipped  to  help  solve  these  problems  — 
a  meat  science  specialist,  soybean  ex¬ 
perts,  etc.,”  says  senior  pastor  Dr.  Ben 
Garrison.  He  said  the  task  force  plans  to 
provide  a  body  of  information  and 
specific  suggestions  for  churches  which 
don’t  have  access  to  a  number  of 
resource  people. 

A  symbolic  "stack-sack  house" 
arrangement  on  the  altar  of  First  UMC, 
Weslaco,  Tx.,  is  helping  to  buy  refugee 
housing  for  distressed  people  in  Asia. 
Contributions  to  UMCOR’s  stack-sack 
housing  project  instead  of  Sunday  altar 
flowers  are  recognized  weekly  by  a  dried 
flower  arrangement  using  materials 
directly  related  to  the  project. 


By  VERNON  SCHMID 

"Five  Cries  of  Youth”  by  Merton  P. 
Strommen.  Harper  and  Row,  New  York, 
1974,  $6.95. 

The  voices  of  the  youth  in  the  American 
church  are  insisting  and  demanding  and 
their  urgency  culminates  to  a  scream 
which  is  sometimes  heard,  sometimes 
not  heard,  and  sometimes  ignored. 

The  data  available  on  youth,  14  through 
18  years  of  age,  gleaned  from  the  studies 
and  perceptions  of  1970,  manifests  itself 
in  an  important  new  work  by  Merton 
Strommen.  The  real  cries  are  unveiled  as 
the  author  strips  away  the  fat  and  leaves 
the  anguish  of  church  youth  bare  to  speak 
for  itself. 

Loneliness,  outrage,  despair  in  the 
family,  concern  over  community  close¬ 
mindedness,  and  joy  are  the  five  cries 
which  the  author  hears  coming  from 
many  youth  in  the  church  today. 

The  spectrum  of  unrest  as  surveyed  in 
over  7,000  students  of  mainline 
denominations,  Youth  Life  groups,  and 
some  groups  the  author  calls  uniden¬ 
tifiable,  is  what  is  presented  in  this  study. 
There  are  no  pat  answers,  but  the 
problems,  singular  and  interwoven,  are 
real. 

Dealing  with  myths 

The  reality  of  the  cries  of  youth  is  dealt 
with  deftly  and  precisely  as  the  reader  is 
confronted  with  the  hard  fact  that 
hearing  the  cries  is  primary  if  one  is  to 
deal  with  them.  In  the  process,  the  author 
deals  with  the  myths  of  church  youth. 
Our  culture  has  tended  to  label  such 
youth  in  a  way  that  has  made  “youth  of 
the  church”  a  negative  term;  here  the 
reality  is  presented. 

The  writer  explains  that  church  youth 
are  not  the  “good  kids”  anymore  than 


U.M.  University  Senate 
wants  to  revive  AMU 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  The  University 
Senate  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
made  clear  here  Feb.  6  that  it  does  not 
intend  to  let  Alaska  Methodist  University 
sink  quietly  into  the  Artie  snow. 

Nor  is  the  22-member  panel  willing  to 
see  the  school  swallowed  up  by  the 
University  of  Alaska,  which  has  an  ad¬ 
joining  campus  in  Anchorage. 

Trustees  of  Alaska  Methodist 
University  announced  last  November 
that  they  will  sell  the  institution  and  form 
a  successor  corporation  “to  support  a 
high  quality  college  of  arts  and  sciences 
at  the  University  of  Alaska  in 
Anchorage.” 

The  denomination’s  University  Senate 
has  emerged  as  the  major  agency 
fighting  the  demise  of  the  15  year-old 
Alaskan  school,  the  only  private  college 
in  that  state. 

Senate  members  are  particularly 
concerned  about  the  church's  respon¬ 
sibility  in  educating  Alaska’s  Indians, 
Aleuts  and  Eskimos.  It  does  not  believe 
the  State  of  Alaska  cares  very  much  ; 
about  native  peoples. 

Dr.  Fred  Harris,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  higher  education  division,  said 
that  both  Alaska  Methodist  and  the  state 
university  have  been  historicially  in¬ 
sensitive  to  Indians,  Eskimos  and  Aleuts. 

However,  he  added,  three  years  ago 
the  cfturch  school  began  to  develop  a 
successful  Native  American  program 
and  today  a  third  of  the  student  body  is 
native. 


Methodists  did  not  give  $10  million 
since  1957  to  the  Anchorage  institution  to 
see  their  money  “redirected  to  the  state 
University  of  Alaska,”  he  said. 

The  University  Senate  voted  to  seek 
legal  advice  on  what  avenues  remain 
open  on  Alaska  Methodist.  It  particularly 
wants  to  monitor  developments  related 
to  the  pending  sale. 

The  likely  purchaser  is  the  University 
of  Alaska,  and  some  Methodist  officials 
have  less  than  warm  feelings  about  the 
state’s  role  in  the  denominational 
school’s  problems  —  which  are  mostly 
financial. 

“There  is  a  time  for  clarifying  legal 
positions  and  the  time  has  passed  in 
Alaska,”  Dr.  Harris  declared.  “We  must 
seek  to  restrain  the  increasing 
harassment  of  private  institutions  by  the 
state.” 

Some  church  executives  privately 
claim  that  the  state  university  is  at  least 
indirectly  responsible  for  Methodist 
University’s  troubles. 

They  note  that  the  neighboring  in¬ 
stitutions  in  Anchorage  have  a  cross¬ 
registration  program  which  has  worked 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Methodist 
school  which  has  a  stronger  academic 
program. 

The  University  Senate  has  no  authority 
to  stop  the  sale  of  the  campus,  yet  it  is 
mandated  to  recover  capital  funds  and 
approve  or  disapprove  of  changes  in 
institutional  programs. 


any  other  youth.  They  are  not  “living  in 
the  past.”  They  are  not  very  much  dif¬ 
ferent  from  their  peers.  Adolescence, 
parental  understanding,  dating 
problems,  self-confidence,  academic 
problems,  and  classroom  relationships 
are  as  real  for  church  youth  as  they  are 
for  any  youth,  Mr.  Strommen  carefully 
pursues  the  reality  of  youth  trying  to  bfe. 

“Five  cries” 

-“Self-hatred”  presents  a  glaring 
study  of  adolescent  indwelling  which 
produces  low  self-esteem,  disrespect  for 
person,  and  an  anger  toward  self  that 
becomes  a  hatred  for  self  and  loneliness. 

—The  cry  of  “despair”  that  echoes 
from  the  midst  of  family  trouble  is  ex¬ 
plained  by  the  author  to  be  one  of  a 
psychological  orphan.  One  characteristic 
that  both  “self-hatred”  and  “despair” 
seem  to  share  is  the  thought  of  suicide. 

—The  cry  of  "outrage”  is  a  protest 
over  the  social  atmosphere  in  which 
youth  is  embroiled.  This  outraged  love 
projects  deep  and  lasting  concern  for 
those  around  youth  on  local,  national  and 
world  levels. 

—The  “closed-mindedness’'  or  the 
prejudicial  attitudes  in  the  average 
community  is  another  root  from  which 
grows  a  detectable  cry.  The  study 


reveals  a  close  link  with  the  social 
protest  in  which  youth  are  demanding 
“live  what  you  preach.” 

—The  last  of  the  five  cries  undertaken 
is  "joy.”  This  joy  is  reflected  in  the  life¬ 
style  of  youth  who  have  found  themselves 
and  are  moving  out  to  find  others. 

The  book  is  a  fascinating  study  done  by 
careful  compilation  of  a  variety  of 
research  resources.  Often  cajled  the 
“George  Gallop  of  the  churches,”  Mr. 
Strommen  is  known  primarily  for  his 
youth  studies  —  the  most  recent  entitled 
“A  Study  of  Generations.”  A  research 
psychologist  and  Luthern  clergyman,  the 
author  serves  as  Director  of  the  Youth 
Research  Center  in  Minneapolis.  The 
study  proves  that  he  has  the  patience  to 
develop  a  large  amount  of  material  and 
to  put  it  together  succinctly. 

This  portrait  —  painted  carefully  — 
gives  both  parent  and  youth  a  chance 
really  to  look  at  what  makes  the  life  we 
live  what  it  is.  It  also  allows  one  to 
discover  what  life  isn’t.  A  good  research 
project,  “Five  Cries  of  Youth”  is 
enhanced  by  brisk  writing. 

The  Rev.  Vernon  Schmid  is  minister  to 
youth  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Paola,  Ks..  and  the  author  of  two  books  of 
poetry. 
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.ified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver'tslng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive, 
quality,  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated. 

SCANDINAVIA  AND  CENTRAL  EUROPE: 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux.  experienced  escorts. 
Invite  you  to  Join  them.  3  weeks  In  July  1975. 
Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75314. 

tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour. 

P.O.  Box  77,  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

WORLD  TOUR:  July,  Asia.  Middle  East. 
Soviet.  Europe.  Sightseeing  Interviews.  Bro¬ 
chure.  write:  Robert  Panzer.  700  D.  Ave.. 

OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY  7  Retire  on  Mon- 
terey  Peninsula  in  a  Methodist  retirement 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950,  <408)-375-5125. 

Coronado,  Calif.  92118. 

ORIENT.  VISITING  Japan.  Taiwan,  Philip¬ 
pines.  Singapore.  Thailand.  Hong  Kong. 
Bangkok.  Alaska.  From  Dallas  via  Seattle. 

May  31-June  21.  Deluxe  hotels.  Bess 
Louder  milk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Texas  75205. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England.  France.  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  McFerrln  Stowe.  Nine  days 
beginning  April  7.  from  Dallas.  $649.00.  For 
brochure:  Heritage  Tours.  Box  3129,  Waco. 

TX.  76707. 

Beautiful  book  UUed  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  $2.50  postpaid.  No  c.o.d/s. 
ellzabeth's  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  25351. 
Houston.  Texas  77005. 

ENTERTAINING  METHODISTS  from 
Florida  to  California.  The  new  book  of  100 
humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members, 

“A  Methodist  Is  .  .  .”  Still  only  $1.50  from 
Cokesbury. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Business  ad¬ 
ministrator  for  2500-member  church  In  mid- 
western  city  of  130,000.  Send  qualifications  and 
references:  Position.  TM-UMR,  Box  1078, 
Dallas.  Texas  75221. 

JAPAN  IN  CHERRY  BLOSSOM  TIME  (April) 
plus  Taipei,  Hong  Kong.  Bangkok,  Penang, 
Singapore.  23  days,  first  class.  For  brochure, 
write:  Dr.  Jackson  Butler.  Bax  4036.  Walnut 
Creek.  CA.  94596. 

DIRECTOR  OF  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Bryan.  Texas. 

Is  seeking  a  Director  of  Religious  Education. 

The  DRE  would  be  responsible  for  a  well- 
rounded  educational  program.  Including  a 
well-established  preschool  week-day  program. 

For  additional  Information,  write:  P.  O.  Box 

3846.  Bryan.  Texas  77801.  1 

FIVE  FABULOUS  WEEKS  AROUND 

WORLD:  Hawaii.  Japan.  Taiwan.  Hong  Kong. 
Thailand.  India,  Nepal,  Holy  Land.  Athens, 
Vienna,  Budapest.  Optional  return  via 
Afghanistan.  Kiev.  Moscow.  Leningrad. 
Sightseeing;  Interviewing  leaders  In  govern- 

EXPERIENCED  CLERGYMAN  wishes  staff 
position  of  Minister  of  Visitation  in  Greater 
Houston  area.  For  further  lnfcrraatlon.  call 
(713)  422-2484. 

menL  missions,  media,  etc.  Depart  July  6. 

Free  brochure:  Robert  Panzer.  700  D.  Ave., 
Coronado.  C/.  92118. 

FOR  SALE:  Old  disciplines  of  M.E.  Church. 

South  —  1850-82-90-94-96-1902.  “History  of 

Infant  Baptism”  by  W.  Wall.  Many  other 
books.  Send  for  list:  106  Fannin,  Burnet.  Texas 

78611. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 

Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  696-2410. 

ALPS  AND  RHINE  PLUS:  Six  days  In  the 

Alps.  Three-day  Rhine  cruise.  Parts. 
Amsterdam  and  London.  June  17  to  July  6. 

$1767  from  Houston,  $1609  from  New  York.  For 
free  brochure,  write:  Rev.  Frederick  Marsh. 

1320  Main  St.  Houston.  Texas  77002.  PAN  AM. 
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irr  Chapel  observes 
lUUth  anniversary 


Cutting  the  Centennial  cake  at  the  coffee  hour  at  Pharr  Chapel  Centennial  were, 
left  to  right:  Mrs.  Donald  Busby,  president  of  United  Methodist  Women;  Mrs.  Finis 
Crutchfield;  Mrs.  Kenneth  McDowell;  and  Mrs.  Bob  L.  Lawton. 

Chapel  United  Methodist  George  Sherman,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Pat 


Pharr 

Church,  Morgan  City,  observed  its  100th 
Anniversary  on  January  19,  and  many 
persons  were  on  hand  for  this 
celebration. 

Ministers  taking  part  included :  Bishop 
Finis  Crutchfield;  Bob  L.  Lawton,  pastor 
of  Pharr  Chapel;  Kenneth  McDowell, 
superintendent  of  the  Lafayette  District; 

Children’s  Curriculum 
Workshop  to  be 
held  March  8 

A  conference-wide  Workshop  on 
Children’s  Curriculum  Resources  is 
planned  for  March  8,  at  the  Pinevilie 
Church.  The  workshop  will  be  held  from 
10  A  M.  to  3  P.M.,  and  it  will  involve 
representatives  from  every  district. 

The  new  children’s  curriculum  which 
will  be  available  for  use  in  September 
will  be  introduced  by  Ms.  Annella 
Creech,  staff  member  from  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Nashville,  who  will  lead  the 
day’s  activities.  Mrs.  Wayne  Fallin, 
educational  assistant  at  the  Pinevilie 
church,  is  serving  as  Conference  Coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  Workshop. 

Mrs.  Fallin  says  that  the  purpose  of  the 
workshop  is  to  train  persons  (primarily 
district  coordinators)  to  lead  workshops 
in  their  districts,  and  to  serve  as  resource 
persons  or  consultants  to  clusters  of 
churches  and  individual  congregations. 
Persons  participating  in  the  exploration 
of  the  resources  will,  according  to  the 
plans,  increase  their  individual  skills  in 
helping  church  leaders  understand  the 
church’s  ministry  with  children.  Equally 
important,  they  will  become  better  in¬ 
formed  regarding  curriculum  resources 
that  are  available  and  will  gain  new 
insights  and  skills  for  serving  as  in¬ 
terpreters  and  consultants. 

Mrs.  Fallin,  in  stressing  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  March  8  Workshop,  points 
up  significant  aspects  of  the  curriculum 
resources.  Christian  Studies  for 
Children,  first  introduced  in  1964,  is 
undergoing  a  major  revision,  with  new 
items  introduced,  old  units  rewritten, 
and  some  format  changes  While 
covering  a  full  range  of  concerns  related 
to  the  Christian  faith  and  life,  develop¬ 
ment  of  most  units  will  involve  real  life 
experiences  of  children,  helping  them  to 
discover  the  relationship  of  the  Bible  to 
life.  Christian  Studies  will  be  a  merging 
of  the  Wesley  and  Asbury  Series. 

Exploring  the  Bible  series  will  be 
available  for  the  first  time  in  September 
Bible  oriented,  the  units  will  begin  with 
the  biblical  message  and  relate  it  to  real 
life  experiences  of  children. 

The  Program -Curriculum  Committee 
has  approved  a  number  of  elective  units 
for  use  with  elementary  girls  and  boys. 
These  units  are  designed  to  serve  specific 
needs  as  they  may  arrive. 

Ray  Branton,  Conference  Coordinator, 
COM,  urges  a  strong  attendance  at  this 
very  important  workshop  in  Pinevilie. 

Father  of  Mrs.  Byrl  J. 

Moreland,  Jr.  dies 
Funeral  services  were  held  for  Mrs. 
Dan  Law,  83,  father  of  Mrs  Byrl  J 
Moreland,  Jr.,  of  Lake  Charles  in 
Mansfield  on  February  13.  Mr.  Law  died 
February  11. 


terson  Church;  Roger  Lathan,  pastor  of 
the  Wamsley  Church;  and  Ted  Howes, 
pastor  of  the  Berwick  Church. 


Layman’s  Leadership 
Institute  to  engage 
700  participants 

The  Layman’s  Leadership  Institute,  a 
major  gathering  of  Christian  laymen  in 
America,  will  be  held  February  26  - 
March  1  at  the  Fairmont  Hotel,  New 
Orleans.  Nationally  recognized  per¬ 
sonalities  will  engage  close  to  700  par¬ 
ticipants  in  “an  adventure  in  growth.” 
Among  the  speakers  is  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield. 

Special  interest  seminars,  among 
many,  include  these  topics:  Facing  the 
Global  Crisis  —  Hunger;  Christian 
Leadership  in  an  Age  of  Rebellion; 
Impact  of  Media  on  Decision  Making. 

In  addition  to  the  general  meetings  and 
seminars,  a  program  of  performing  arts 
will  be  highlighted.  Outstanding  per¬ 
formers  are  scheduled  to  participate. 

This  interdenominational  gathering  is 
open  to  all  interested  persons,  upon 
receipt  of  a  registration  enrollment.  Cost 
of  registration  is  $100  for  the  entire 
session  or  $125  for  husband  and  wife 
team.  (This  is  a  registration  fee  and  does 
not  apply  to  hotel  or  other  personal  ex¬ 
penses.)  Registrations  should  be  sent  to: 
Layman’s  Leadership  Institute,  3765 
South  Alameda,  Suite  426,  Corpus  Christi, 
Texas  78411. 


Houma  pastor  named  “Most  Useful  Gtizen” 


The  Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Houma,  was  named 
Terrebonne’s  “Most  Useful  Citizen  for 
1974”  during  a  recent  Houma- 
Terrebonne  Chamber  of  Commerce 
banquet. 

In  making  the  presentation,  Dr.  Mack 
Thomas,  local  surgeon  and  recipient  of 
the  1973  award,  noted  the  Reverend 
Cain’s  ministry  to  the  entire  community, 
describing  it  as  a  ministry  of 
“  .  .  people,  their  faith,  God,  Mankind 
and  country.” 


The  Rev.  A.  Je- 
~rome  Cain  (left} 
was  named  Most 
Useful  Citizen  of 
1974  by  Houma- 
Terrebone  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce. 
Presenting  the 
HOUMA  DAILY 
COURIER-sponsor- 
ed  award  is  Dr. 
Mack  Thomas,  last 
year's  recipient. 


His  nomination  pointed  to  his 
ecumenical  work  and  his  dedication  to 
parish  youth  of  all  faiths.  Also,  he  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Protestant 
Ministerial  Alliance,  president  of  the 
Rotary  Club,  and  has  worked  diligently 
in  past  efforts  to  rid  the  community  of 
pornography.  His  friendliness,  patience 
and  understanding  of  persons  of  all 
creeds,  and  in  all  circumtances,  was 
noted. 

Jerome  Cain  is  serving  his  ninth  year 
as  pastor  of  First  Church. 


(Story  and  picture,  courtesy  HOUMA  DAILY  COURIER.) 


Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  to 
hold  national  meet  in  New  Orleans 


The  National  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  holding  its  annual 
convention  in  New  Orleans  March  9  -11, 
at  Braniff  Place  Hotel.  This  is  the  annual 
meeting  of  representatives  of  United 
Methodist  health  and  welfare  institutions 
from  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
approximately  1500  persons  are  ex¬ 
pected. 

The  program  will  begin  with  a  plenary 
session  on  Sunday  afternoon,  March  9, 
when  the  presentation  of  National 
Association  Awards  will  be  made.  These 
awards  are  made  annually  to  persons 
who  have  given  extraordinary  service  of 
time,  talents  and  gifts  to  United 
Methodist  related  hospitals  and/  or 
homes. 

The  program  will  feature  group 
discussions  and  general  meetings  at 
which  topics  of  interest  to  all 
representatives  will  be  discussed. 
Sessions  are  scheduled  for  ad¬ 
ministrators  of  institutions,  chaplains, 
conference  representatives,  auxiliary 
and  volunteer  groups,  public  relations 
personnel,  trustees,  and  professional 
workers.  An  impressive  roster  of 


speakers  dominates  the  general 
meetings,  with  special  luncheons 
featuring  outstanding  leaders. 

Meeting  concurrently  with  the 
Protestant  Health  and  Welfare 
Assembly,  the  annual  banquet  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening,  March  10. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  is  honorary 
chairman  of  the  Local  Arrangements 
Committee,  and  will  address  the  Con¬ 
vention.  A  number  of  Conference  in¬ 
stitutional  personnel  will  be  involved  in 
this  national  meeting.  Among  these  will 
be  representatives  from  the  following 
Conference  institutions:  Methodist 
Hospital,  New  Orleans;  Glenwood 
Hospital,  West  Monroe;  Flint-Goodridge 
Hospital,  New  Orleans;  Methodist  Home 
Hospital,  New  Orleans;  LaFon 
Protestant  Home,  New  Orleans; 
MacDonell  Children's  Home,  Houma; 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston;  and 
the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board. 

Groups  from  the  convention  will  be 
making  tours  of  the  various  caring  in¬ 
stitutions  of  our  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  New  Orleans  community. 


Report  From  Conference  Treasurer  for  January,  1975 

[On  The  Fourteen  Decimal  Items  Of  Conference  Support] 


First  annual  Deep  South 
Summer  School  of  Alcohol 
Studies  announced 

A  special  one-week  course  on  alcohol 
studies  will  be  conducted  in  Louisiana  for 
the  first  time  this  summer  to  provide 
practical  training  for  individuals 
working  with  alcoholism  in  the  deep 
south. 

Sponsored  jointly  by  Northwestern 
State  University  and  Centenary  College, 
with  assistance  from  the  Shreveport 
Veterans  Administration  Hospital,  the 
newly-established  program  will  be 
known  as  the  “Deep  South  for  Alcohol 
Studies”  and  will  be  held  July  6-11  on  the 
Centenary  College  campus  in 
Shreveport. 

The  course,  which  will  be  open  to  the 
public,  may  be  taken  by  eligible  students 
for  three  hours  of  graduate  or  un¬ 
dergraduate  college  credit.  The  program 
was  developed  to  satisfy  a  pressing  need 
for  a  short-term  regional  training  and 
information  program  where 
professionals,  para-professionals  and 
interested  members  of  the  community 
can  meet  together  annually  to  share 
information  and  ideas  concerning  this 
national  health  problem. 

Directing  the  summer  school  will  be 
Dr.  Sam  D.  Thomas,  chief  of  the 
alcoholic  treatment  unit  of  the  Veterans 
Administration  Hospital  in  Shreveport, 
other  outstanding  leaders  in  education 
also  will  be  involved. 

Cost  for  the  course  is  $125  if  taken  for 
college  credit  and  $75  when  college  credit 
is  not  desired.  Rooms  and  meals  will  be 
available  on  the  Centenary  campus  at  a 
reasonable  cost. 

For  further  information  and  ap¬ 
plications,  address;  Dean’s  Office, 
Centenary  College,  P.  O.  Box  4188, 
Shreveport,  La.,  71104;  or  Dr.  Don  Gates, 
chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Behavioral  Sciences,  Northwestern  State 
University,  Natchitoches,  La.  71567. 

David  Haas  Memorial 
Church  honors 
longtime  secretary 


The  leaders 


DISTRICT 


APPORTIONMENTS  (1975) 


PAID  TO  DATE 


PERCENTAGE  OF  ANNUAL 


APPORTIONMENTS  PAID 

As  of  this  writing,  February  17, 

Alexandria 

$151,671 

$5,485 

0.03 

1975,  the  top  10  in  number 

of 

Baton  Rouge 

283,633 

13,327 

0.04 

| 

subscriptions  are: 

Hammond 

137.746 

3,161 

0.02 

$ 

DeRidder  (First) . 

285 

Lafayette 

168,097 

9.176 

0.05 

Homer . 

149 

Lake  Charles 

196,268 

11,185 

0.05 

Pinevilie . 

145 

Monroe 

208,116 

17,415 

0.08 

t 

Amite . 

126 

New  Orleans 

277,492 

1,391 

0.005 

Oak  Grove 

104 

Ruston 

157,587 

6.858 

0.04 

Many  . 

104 

Shreveport 

316,785 

13,233 

0.04 

$ 

Bogalusa  . 

85 

(Above  report  does  not  include  giving  to  special  causes 

dictional  Administration, 

Conference  Administration, 

Baton  Rouge  (First) 

77 

district,  or  local  items.  Only  the  14  decimal  items:  District 

Interdenominational 

Fund,  Interchurch  Conference, 

$ 

Broadmoore,  Baton  Rouge 

54 

Superintendents  Fund,  Episcopal  Fund,  Pensions,  Mini- 

Temporary  General 

Aid 

Fund,  Ministerial  Education 

$ 

Warren,  Lake  Charles . 

.51 

mum  Salary,  Black  Colleges, 

World  Service  and 

Fund,  and  Centenary  College.) 

| 

Crowley,  First 

48 

Conference  Benevolences,  General  Administration,  Juris- 

1 

Winnfield 

48 

which  are  responding  so  gener¬ 
ously  in  the  subscription  campaign 
of  this  newspaper.  As  this  issue 
goes  to  press  a  final  accurate 
report  cannot  be  given.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  are  being  processed  and  a 
final  tabulation  hopefully  will  be 
ready  for  the  February  28th 
edition. 


Bishop’s  Message 

When  one  considers  the  importance  ot  the  church’s  participation  and  spon¬ 
sorship  of  Christian  higher  education,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  two  outstand¬ 
ing  leaders  on  the  world  scene  are  products  of  our  schools.  U  Thant,  the  brilliant 
Burmese  leader  who  was  recent  head  of  the  United  Nations  is  a  product  of 
Methodist  schools  in  Burma  Though  born  into  a  strict  Buddhist  family  and 
reared  Buddhist,  he  attended  Methodist  schools  all  his  life.  Once  he  attributed 
much  of  his  peace  idealism  to  that  experience  in  one  of  his  conversations  with 
some  of  the  bishops  Think  of  his  calm  presidency  of  the  United  Nations  and 
then  think  of  his  total  education,  from  first  grade  through  graduation 

Archbishop  Makarios,  stormy  and  doughty  leader  in  some  of  the  Cyprus 
troubles  was  a  Crusade  Scholar  of  our  Church.  His  broad  acquaintance  with 
world  affairs  and  much  of  the  strength  of  his  administration  reflect  some 
Methodist  training  Though  born  and  reared  Greek  Orthodox,  he  attended 
school  for  a  period  of  international  study  under  Methodist  sponsorship. 

And  one  concluding  note.  There  are  many  leaders  of  the  past  two  centuries 
who  attended  Methodist  schools  It  is  a  source  of  amused  interest  to  me  that 
George  Bernard  Shaw,  famous  wit,  attended  Wesley  College  in  Dublin,  Ireland, 
an  institution  of  the  Irish  Conference.  I  would  be  the  last  to  suggest  that  Shaw 
reflects  Methodist  theology  —  yes,  the  very  last,  but  wouldn’t  you  have  enjoyed 
being  his  English  or  philosophy  teacher? 

Faithfully, 


A-  - 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


High  School  Day  at 
Centenary  attracts  large  crowd 


Approximately  325  high  school 
students  and  their  chaperones  visited 
Centenary  College  during  their  annual 
High  School  Day  February  1.  The 
majority  of  the  students  came  from 
Louisiana,  and  many  of  them  were 
sponsored  by  churches  from  New 
Orleans,  Baton  Rouge,  Lake  Charles, 
Monroe  and  Alexandria.  Another  church 
bus  brought  a  group  from  Dallas. 


Also  represented  were  the  states  of 
Arkansas,  Oklahoma,  Mississippi, 
Pennsyvlania  and  Florida 
Centenary  sponsors  the  High  School 
Day  to  acquaint  high  school  students  with 
the  kind  of  education  offered  by  the 
college.  In  addition  to  entertainment 
events,  the  students  are  given  op¬ 
portunities  to  talk  to  the  Centenary 
faculty  about  their  field  of  interest. 


Shown  at  the  reception  honoring  Mrs. 
Hudspeth  are.  from  left:  Mrs.  Russell 
Sringer.  daughter  of  the  honor ee;  E.  V. 
Hudspeth.  Mrs.  E.  V.  Hudspeth;  Don 
Hall,  pastor;  and  Lynn  Fogleman. 
chairman  of  the  administrative  board. 
(The  typewriter  was  a  gift  from  Mrs. 
Hudspeth's  church  friends.) 

"Vera  Blalock  Hudspeth  Day”  was 
held  at  the  David  Haas  Memorial  Church 
on  January  5,  in  appreciation  for  and  in 
honor  of  her  16  years  as  church 
secretary.  Mrs.  Hudspeth  not  only  had 
the  “day”  named  in  her  honor,  but  she 
was  honored,  also,  with  a  reception  in  the 
church’s  Fellowship  Hall. 

Special  presentations  were  made  by 
church  leaders,  including  the  Lay 
Leader,  Frank  Mulhearn;  President  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  Mrs.  E.  T. 
Carruth;  Chairman  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board,  Lynn  Fogleman;  and  the 
Pastor,  the  Rev.  Don  Hall. 

Mrs.  Hudspeth  became  a  part  of  the 
church  staff  in  1958  and  served  as  church 
secretary  until  she  resigned  at  the  end  of 
1974.  During  the  16  years  of  her  service, 
she  has  worked  with  six  ministers,  cared 
for  all  secretarial  and  financial 
responsibilities  of  the  church,  and  at  the 
same  time  fulfilled  her  role  as  devoted 
parent  to  two  daughters.  She  plans  to 
continue  working  for  the  church  “in 
voluntary  ways.'’ 

:  ( 

n  Congratulations  to  churches  ^ 

1 


Dan  Ramsey  (right)  from  the  Centenary  College  admissions  office  is  shown  as  he 
helped  students  check  in  for  High  School  Day.  which  saw  325  visitors  come  to  the 
campus  from  a  seven  state  area. 

Rayne  member  named 
“Church  Member  of  the  Year” 


Murray  C.  Fincher,  an  active  member 
of  Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New 
Orleans,  has  been  named  “Church 
Member  of  The  Year”  by  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches. 

Mr.  Fincher,  currently  a  member  of 
Rayne’s  Goals  Committee,  ad  hoc  ad¬ 
visory  council  and  Board  of  Trustees,  has 
participated  in  many  phases  of  church 
life  over  a  long  span.  He  has  served  as  <* 
Sunday  School  teacher,  youth  counselor, 
member  and  chairman  of  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  board  and  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of 
Centenary  College. 

South  Central  vice-president  for 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Fincher  is  the  first 
recipient  of  the  award  in  what  the 
Federation  plans  as  an  annual  program. 

In  a  ceremony  conducted  recently  at 


the  Church  House  in  New  Orleans, 
Fincher  was  presented  a  silver  medallion 
by  the  Rev.  Demetrios  S.  Katerlis,  pro 
presbyter  of  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Cathedral  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  on  behalf 
of  the  Federation. 

Mr.  Fincher  has  served  on  numerous 
community  and  church  related  programs 
both  in  New  Orleans  and  throughout  the 
state  of  Louisiana.  Among  criteria  for 
selection  as  “Church  Member  of  The 
Year”  are  status  as  a  church  layman, 
church-related  services  performed, 
outreach  across  denominational  lines, 
overall  effectiveness,  contributions  to 
both  spiritual  and  human  needs,  and  the 
degree  to  which  services  influence 
creative,  positive  and  cooperative  action 
on  the  part  of  other  individuals  or  groups. 


Murray  C.  Finch¬ 
er  (right),  out¬ 
standing  Methodist 
laymen  and  vice- 
president  of  South 
Central  Bell  in 
Louisiana,  receives 
Annual  Merit  A- 
ward  from  the  Rev. 
Demetrios  S.  Ka¬ 
terlis.  pro  presby- 
ter-Greek  Orthodox 
Church,  on  behalf 
of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches. 
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■Editorials  • 


An  interpretive  analysis.  Part  I 

An  issue  that  won’t  go  away  Homosexuality:  the  making  of  an  issue 


Homosexuality  is  an  issue  that  few 
persons  in  the  church  can  deal  with 
comfortably.  It  is  a  subject  which,  until 
recently,  was  scarcely  discussed  at  all. 

Because  it  is  a  complex,  emotionally 
charged  issue  —  and  for  Christians,  at 
least,  encompasses  also  the  issue  of 
biblical  authority  —  it  cannot  be  dealt 
with  easily,  or  in  a  purely  “objective” 
manner.  Inherent  in  any  discussion  is  a 
point  of  view  —  either  basic  approval  or 
basic  disapproval. 

The  point  of  view  receiving  most  at¬ 
tention  in  recent  months  is  that  which 
looks  with  basic  approval  on 
homosexuality  as  a  lifestyle.  Because  of 
the  new  openness  and  militancy  with 
which  “gay”  groups  are  asserting  their 
claims,  and  gathering  support  within 
some  church  circles,  homosexuality  is 
shaping  up  as  an  explosive  issue  which 
our  1976  General  Conference  will  have  no 
choice  but  to  face. 

We  are  not  without  an  official  position 
at  present.  In  1972,  our  General  Con¬ 
ference  adopted  the  following  stance 
toward  homosexuality  as  part  of  its 
general  position  on  human  sexuality: 
“Homosexuals  no  less  than  hetero¬ 
sexuals  are  persons  of  sacred  worth, 
who  need  the  ministry  and  guidance  of 
the  church  in  their  struggles  for  human 
fulfillment,  as  well  as  the  spiritual 
and  emotional  care  of  a  fellowship  which 
enables  reconciling  relationships  with 
God,  with  others,  and  with  self.  Further, 
we  insist  that  all  persons  are  entitled  to 
have  their  human  and  civil  rights) 
ensured,  though  we  do  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  and  consider 
this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.” 

Since  1972,  numerous  individuals  and 
groups  have  expressed  the  determination 
to  change  this  position  so  as  to  affirm 
homosexuality  and  heterosexuality  as 
equally  valid  forms  of  sexual  expression. 
During  the  past  two  years,  we  have 
published  numerous  news  accounts  of 
church  groups  lending  sympathy  and 
support  to  the  “gay  liberation” 
movement.  At  least  one  group  —  the 


United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  —  has  announced  its  intention  to 
petition  the  1976  General  Conference 
to  affirm  that  homosexuality  “not  be 
a  bar  to  the  ministry”  and  that  “homo¬ 
sexuality  in  itself  not  be  in  any  way 
synonomous  with  immorality.” 

These  stories  have  produced 
emotionally  charged  reactions  from 
many  readers  and  a  determined  effort  to 
reaffirm  and  strengthen  the  church’s 
present  position  by  the  unofficial 
evangelical  fellowship  known  as  “Good 
News.”  To  date,  however,  no  individual 
or  group  has  come  forward  with  a 
comprehensive  defense  of  the  church’s 
traditional  stance. 

Persons  on  both  sides  of  the  issue 
continue  to  talk  past  one  another,  with 
the  vast  majority  of  the  church’s 
membership  believing  (or  hoping)  that  it 
will  simply  go  away. 

Comfortable  as  the  latter  position 
might  appear  to  be,  we  consider  it  an 
invitation  to  disaster  as  we  approach 
1976.  This  issue  will  not  go  away.  We  dare 
not  wait  until  General  Conference  rolls 
around  for  it  to  be  discussed  by  the 
church’s  membership.  It  needs  to  be 
discussed  now  in  an  intelligent  and 
responsible  manner  —  not  on  the  basis  of 
which  group  talks  the  loudest  or  exerts 
the  most  pressure,  but  on  the  basis  of  the 
norms  of  Christian  theology:  Scripture, 
tradition,  reason  and  experience. 

As  a  means  toward  this  end,  we  are 
publishing  a  four-part  series  of  articles, 
the  first  of  which  appears  elsewhere  on 
this  page.  The  series  is  written  from  a 
point  of  view  which  is  unapologetically  in 
support  of  the  church’s  traditional 
stance.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  series, 
we  will  also  offer  a  substantive  editorial 
statement. 

As  on  all  issues,  readers  with  opposing 
viewpoints  will  be  provided  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  express  themselves  through 
our  “Letters  to  the  Editor.”  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  series,  all  readers  will 
be  offered  the  opportunity  to  express 
their  views  via  a  “Question  Box”  survey. 


A  course  we  don’t  need  to  follow 


An  official  of  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  (EMC)  proposed  during  a  recent 
meeting  of  that  organization  that  the  1976 
General  Conference  remove  respon¬ 
sibility  for  overseas  mission  outreach 
from  the  denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  place  it  instead  in  the 
hands  of  a  “United  Methodist  Missionary 
Society”  (see  TM/  UMR,  Feb.  14). 

Dr.  Charles  Britt,  EMC  vice-chairman, 
said  foreign  missions  are  too  important 
simply  to  be  “a  part  of”  a  larger  church 
board.  He  said  the  agency  responsible  for 
missions  outreach  overseas  should  be 
mandated  to  do  nothing  else. 

We  hope  that  Dr.  Britt’s  proposal  — 
which  at  this  point  is  only  a  personal  one 
—  will  not  become  the  EMC’s  stance  or 
be  seriously  considered  by  the  General 
Conference.  There  are  two  basic  reasons 
why  such  a  proposal  is  not  in  the  best 
interests  of  United  Methodism  in  general 
or  its  missionary  outreach  in  particular. 

First  of  all,  such  a  separate  society  for 
“foreign  missions  only”  would  affirm  an 
attitude  about  the  church’s  mission  in 
and  to  the  world  which  we  have  sought  to 
move  away  from  in  recent  years.  That  is 
the  attitude  that  “missions”  means  first 
of  all  for  Americans  to  send  out  other 
Americans  to  evangelize  the  non- 
American  world. 

By  separating  the  foreign  missions 
thrust  of  our  church  from  other  parts  of 
our  mission  which  are  equally  valid,  we 
would  once  again  be  saying  to  the  world: 
“Mission  is  something  you  need  us  to  do 
for  you”  rather  than  “mission  is 
something  we  need  to  do  together,  here, 
there  and  all  over  the  world.” 

Secondly,  the  formation  of  such  a 
“missionary  society”  would  set  a 
precedent  which  other  boards  and 


agencies  would  surely  use  as  justification 
for  additional  fragmentation  in  the 
UMC’s  general  structure. 

Is  there  any  board  or  agency  or 
division  whose  members  don’t  feel  their 
work  is  important  enough  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  Christian  faith  to  be  set 
apart  from  everything  else?  We  doubt  it. 

To  follow  such  a  course  of  action  would 
inevitably  lead  to  another  wholesale 
restructuring  of  our  church’s  general 
boards  and  agencies.  We  are  just  now 
becoming  accustomed  to  the  structural 
configurations  created  in  1972.  Another 
major  restructuring  is  the  last  thing  the 
United  Methodist  Church  needs  at  this 
point  in  its  life. 

Instead  of  fiddling  with  our  machinery, 
we  need  to  use  it  —  imperfect  as  it  may 
be  —  to  focus  on  the  gospel  and  the 
mission  to  which  it  calls  us  here,  there 
and  everywhere! 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


EDITORS'  NOTE:  Thi,  is  the  first  of  a 
four-part  series  of  articles  on  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  as  it  is  being  raised  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  (see 
editorial  elsewhere  on  this  page  regard¬ 
ing  why  the  issue  is  being  discussed  in 
this  way  and  at  this  time).  The  other 
three  segments  of  the  series  will  deal 
respectively  with  “Homosexuality  and 
psychiatry ,”  “ Homosexuality  and  the 
Bible. "  and  “ Homosexuality  and  the 
ministry.” 

The  author,  Harvey  N.  Chinn,  is  pastor 
of  the  Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sacramento,  California.  During  his  17- 
year  tenure  in  this  position,  Mr.  Chinn 
has  worhed  in  relation  to  the  California 
State  Legislature  on  a  variety  of  moral 
concerns  such  as  gambling,  alcohol, 
marijuana,  pornography  and 
homosexuality.  Mr.  Chinn’s  articles  on 
the  latter  issue  grew  out  of  extensive 
research  and  his  concern  regarding 
proposals  which  are  likely  to  come  before 
delegates  to  the  1976  General  Conference. 

By  HARVEY  N.  CHINN 

Sometime  during  April  of  1976, 
headlines  are  likely  to  appear  in  your 
local  newspaper  about  the  stand  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  taken  on 
the  issue  of  homosexuality.  The  General 
Conference  will  be  meeting  in  Portland, 
Oregon,  and  fateful  votes  will  be  taken  on 
two  far-reaching  petitions  relating  to 
homosexuality.  Depending  upon  the  vote 
of  the  984  delegates  at  the  General 
Conference,  the  headlines  in  your  local 
paper  will  read  either,  “United 
Methodists  Vote  to  Ordain  Homosexual 
Ministers,”  or,  “Methodists  Vote  to  Ban 
Gay  Ministers.” 

No  one  can  accurately  predict  now 
which  headlines  will  appear.  No  delegate 
has  been  elected  to  the  1976  General 
Conference.  Many  persons  are  not  even 
aware  of  this  gathering  storm.  But  the 
battle  lines  have  already  been  drawn. 
Forces  are  now  at  work  on  a  two-pronged 
drive:  first,  to  overturn  the  church’s  ban 
on  homosexual  ministers;  and  secondly, 
to  remove  the  language  from  the  United 
Methodist  “Discipline”  which  states  that 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  “in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 
There  is  no  way  to  avoid  a  confrontation 
on  this  highly  controversial  issue. 

The  beginning  of  the  issue 

The  issue  of  homosexuality  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church  first  came  to 
the  fore  in  the  report  of  the  Social 


Principles  Study  Commission  in  1972. 
This  32-person  commission  was 
authorized  by  the  1968  General  Con¬ 
ference  for  the  purpose  of  updating  the 
United  Methodist  statement  of  Social 
Principles.  It  labored  for  four  years 
under  the  leadership  of  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas.  The  group’s  final  recom¬ 
mendations  were  published  in  the  March 
1972  issue  of  “Engage”  and  were  cir¬ 
culated  widely  throughout  the 
denomination  prior  to  the  1972  General 
Conference. 

The  Social  Principles  Study  Com¬ 
mission  recommended  the  following 
position:  “We  declare  our  acceptance  of 
homosexuals  as  persons  of  sacred  worth, 
and  welcome  them  into  the  fellowship  of 
the  church.  Further,  we  insist  that 
society  ensure  their  human  and  civil 
rights.”  This  statement  is  very  clear 
and  needs  little  interpretation. 
Homosexuality  is  to  be  considered  a 
matter  of  personal  choice,  and  society 
and  the  church  should  level  no  sanctions 
against  the  practicing  homosexual. 

The  report  did  not  represent  the 
unanimous  thinking  of  the  Commission. 
Several  members  voted  against  it. 
Bishop  Thomas  indicated  that  the 
paragraph  on  homosexuality  caused  the 
Commission  more  concern  than  any 
other  in  the  entire  document  (TM/  UMR, 
March  3,  1972). 

The  recommendations  of  the  Social 
Principles  Study  Commission  were 
amended  by  the  delegates  to  the  1972 
General  Conference.  The  following 
language  was  added  to  the  prepared 
statements  on  marriage  and  sexuality: 
“We  do  not  recommend  marriage  be¬ 
tween  two  persons  of  the  same  sex,”  and 
“We  do  not  condone  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  and  consider  this  practice 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.”  A 
report  that  was  at  best  neutral  toward 
homosexuality  was  rewritten  to  disap¬ 
prove  of  it.  A  verbatim  record  of  the  long 
and  heated  debate  that  produced  this 
decision  can  be  found  on  pages  705  to  713 
of  the  April  28,  1972,  issue  of  the  “Daily 
Christian  Advocate." 

Only  a  temporary  defeat 

This  defeat  did  not  deter  the  pro¬ 
homosexual  advocates.  They  have  been 
actively  at  work  ever  since  at  every 
level  of  church  life  —  General  Boards 
and  Agencies,  Annual  Conference 
caucuses,  and  in  local  churches.  The  vote 
on  homosexuality  at  the  1972  General 
Conference  is  seen  by  them  as  only  a  lost 
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battle  in  a  larger  war  that  will  be  won 
eventually. 

The  May  1973  issue  of  “New  World 
Outlook,”  official  monthly  publication  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  carried  a  five-page  article  on 
“MCC:  The  Church  Comes  Out.”  MCC 
stands  for  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  —  a  group  of  40  predominantly 
homosexual  churches  across  the  nation. 
The  article  was  extremely  sympathetic 
and  favorable  to  these  homosexual 
churches,  and  repeated  all  the 
homosexuals’  complaints  against  the 
organized  church.  The  MCC  was  por¬ 
trayed  as  an  isolated  and  persecuted 
stepchild  of  the  church,  but  a  true  ex¬ 
pression  of  “New  Testament  agape 
love.”  Both  in  pictures  and  in  text,  the 
point  was  obviously  made  that  the  co¬ 
pastor  of  the  homosexual  church  in 
Boston  is  a  United  Methodist  student  at 
the  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology. 

Money  began  to  flow  from  the  United 
Methodist  church  to  homosexual  causes 
when  the  Coordinating  Committee  of 
Youth  Ministries  allocated  $400  to  the 
National  Task  Force  on  Gay  People  in 
the  Church.  A  second  grant  came  in  April 
of  1974  when  the  Office  of  Urban 
Ministries  of  the  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  contributed 
$500  to  this  same  homosexual  Task 
Force.  When  questioned  about  this  grant, 
a  United  Methodist  mission  official 
stated  that  “it  is  the  office’s  way  of  of¬ 
ficially  recognizing  the  struggles  of  yet 
another  minority  group  —  homosex¬ 
uals.”  The  thesis  that  homosexuals  are  a 
helpless,  misunderstood,  persecuted 
minority  deserving  of  the  support  of  the 
organized  church,  was  taking  shape.  By 
implication,  all  who  oppose  homosex¬ 
uality  are  regarded  as  persecutors  and 
oppressors. 

“Gay”  caucuses  organize 

“Gay”  caucuses  have  sprung  up  in 
many  parts  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  These  caucuses  meet  regularly. 
Some  are  publicized  through  conference 
publications,  are  granted  space  for 
booths  in  conference  display  areas, 
distribute  literature,  and  work  closely 
with  youth  councils.  The  structure  of 
some  Annual  Conferences  is  used  to 
promote  the  very  condition  which  has 
been  declared  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.” 

Here  is  a  sample  of  a  statement 
distributed  at  one  annual  conference.  It 
is  headed  “Official  Position  on 
Homosexuality,  approved  April,  1974,  by 
action  of  the  Administrative  Board:” 
“The  Conference  should  take  a  strong 
position  against  all  discrimination 
(criminal  and  civil)  currently  inveighed 
against  homosexuals.  Conference  policy 
must  reflect  that  homosexuality  is  not 
a  sickness,  not  an  impairment,  not  a 
failure,  not  an  arrested  development,  not 
a  flaw,  not  an  incompleteness,  not  a 
distortion,  not  a  sin,  nor  a  sinful  con¬ 
dition;  it  is  not  to  be  regretted  in  any 
way  ;  nor  indured  (sic).  It  is  a  way  of  life 
fully  on  a  par  with  heterosexuality;  the 
homosexual  is  a  person  on  a  par  with  the 
heterosexual,  and  homosexuals  are 
children  of  God  on  an  equal  basis  with 
heterosexuals  .  .  .  The  position  taken  at 
the  1972  General  Conference  is  far  short 


Harvey  N.  Chinn 
of  full  acceptance  of  homosexuals  as 
worthy  individuals.” 

A  major  target  of  the  "gay”  caucuses 
has  been  the  Annual  Conference  Boards 
of  Ministry.  The  pattern  has  been  to 
appoint  study  groups,  hold  seminars, 
develop  position  papers,  meet  with 
homosexual  ministers  and  counsellors. 
This  expenditure  of  time,  money  and  ef¬ 
forts  has  been  defended  as  necessary  to 
gain  background  information  for  making 
a  rational  decision.  In  reality  it  is  a 
softening  up  process  to  introduce 
homosexuality  as  an  acceptable  part  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Alternate  legislation  proposed 

The  August  30,  1974  issue  of  TM/UMR 
carried  this  significant  news  item:  “The 
Council  (UM  Council  on  Youth  Ministry) 
is  formulating  legislation  for  the  1976 
General  Conference  which  would  take 
out  language  condemning  homosex¬ 
uality,  and  add  a  statement  saying,  ‘Sex, 
race,  marital  status  or  sexual  orientation 
shall  not  be  a  bar  to  the  ordained 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’.”  “Sexual  orientation”  are  the 
code  words  of  homosexuality.  The  June 
1974  issue  of  “Share,”  publication  of  the 
General  Youth  Council,  put  their  goal  in 
even  clearer  language:  "that  homo¬ 
sexuality  shall  not  be  a  bar  to  the 
ministry  and  that  homosexuality  in  itself 
not  be  in  any  way  synonymous  with  im¬ 
morality.” 

Thus  the  issue  will  come  before  the  1976 
General  Conference.  It  will  be  placed 
squarely  before  the  delegates  by 
petitions  from  the  General  Council  on 
Youth  Ministry.  The  drive  to  accept 
homosexuality  as  an  equal,  acceptable, 
full  part  of  the  church  has  assumed 
crusade  proportions.  The  movement  is 
not  an  isolated  effort  from  the  edges  of 
church  life;  it  is  a  well-orchestrated 
effort  that  has  gained  momentum  for  the 
past  six  years. 

The  headlines  that  will  appear  in  your 
local  papers  in  April  of  1976  will  not  be 
the  result  of  some  accident  of  history; 
they  will  be  the  result  of  a  dedicated, 
deliberate  effort  to  change  the  present 
stance  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  on 
this  issue. 

Where  are  our  leaders? 

In  the  light  of  these  efforts,  what  has 
been  the  reaction  of  United  Methodist 
leaders?  What  have  the  editors, 
seminary  presidents,  denominational 
executives  and  bishops  said  about  this 
explosive  issue?  Is  the  issue  being 
discussed  in  the  church  press?  Have  our 
theologians  given  searching  thought  to 
this  issue  in  the  light  of  biblical  teaching 
and  church  history?  Has  the  Council  of 
Bishops  spoken  in  clear  and  unmis¬ 
takable  accents? 

So  far,  only  silence.  I  have  searched  in 
vain  for  statements  from  our  leaders  on 
this  issue.  I  find  many  statements  on 
amnesty,  hunger  and  racism,  but  none  on 
homosexuality.  Perhaps  it  is  too  early  to 
judge.  Let  us  hope  that  clear  words  of 
leadership  will  soon  be  forthcoming  from 
United  Methodist  leaders. 

Next:  “Homosexuality  in  the  light  of 
modern  psychiatry,”  and  “Homosexuali¬ 
ty  and  the  Bible.” 


Article  about  Criswell-O’Hair  radio  debate  debated 
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To  the  Editor:  ^ 

I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  the  article  by  Bud  Herron  in  your 
February  7  issue  entitled  “Preacher, 
atheist  exchange  insults,  Name-calling 
replaces  debate.” 

We  need  more  of  such  honest,  clear- 
thinking  reporting. 

Guy  Fox 

Longmont,  Colorado 

An  incisive  interpretation 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  Bud  Herron’s  in¬ 
cisive  interpretive  on  the  talk  show 
“debate.” 

While  the  radio  talk  show  was  anything 
but  a  debate  in  the  strict  form,  a  fact 
which  its  host,  Ed  Busch,  announced  a 
number  of  times,  it  did  bring  into  focus  a 
fascinating  pair  of  extremes  and  was 
highly  entertaining  if  not  totally  con¬ 
clusive. 

Mrs.  O’Hair  could  perhaps  win  more  to 
her  cause  if  she  were  not  so  rude  and 
abusive,  but  perhaps  she  would  not  be  as 
prominent  today  if  she  understood  public 
relations.  Dr.  Criswell,  a  powerful  force 
in  Christianity,  seemed  to  forget  all  that 
he  talks  about  on  Sunday  and  probably 
practices  every  day  of  his  life. 

The  conclusions  that  Mr.  Herron  made 
cannot  be  improved  on. 

Barry  DeZonia 
Garland,  Texas 
A  great  disservice 
To  the  Editor: 

It  is  my  sincere  belief  that  you  did  a 
great  disservice  to  Christianity  by  your 
biased  review  of  the  “debate”  between 
the  atheist,  Mrs.  Madalyn  Murray 
O’Hair,  and  Dr.  W.  A.  Criswell 
(TM/UMR,  Feb.  7).  I  do  not  condone 
“name-calling”  but  I  cannot  condemn 
Dr.  Criswell  for  being  blunt  with  such  a 
conscienceless  person. 

If  every  Christian  would  become 
inrcensed  as  Dr.  Criswell  did  when  our 
Lord  and  Savior’s  name  is  desecrated,  as 
Mrs.  O’Hair  does,  she  would  never  have 
been  successful  in  getting  the  attention 
she  has  and  would  never  have  caused  us 
to  try  to  undo  the  evil  she  has  done. 

We  have  a  perfect  example  of  what  we 
should  do  when  someone  or  a  group, 
desecrates  our  Savior’s  name.  Jesus 
gave  it  to  us  when  He  drove  the  money¬ 
changers  out  of  the  temple  with  a  whip 
for  desecrating  the  temple.  I  suppose  you 


would  have  said,  “Jesus  operated  on  a 
level  scarcely  befitting  the  divine 
Saviour  of  mankind.”  How  could  you  give 
even  the  least  encouragement  to  such  a 
person  as  Madalyn  O’Hair? 

If  what  a  person  writes  is  indicative  of 
what  he  is,  you  certainly  raise  questions 
as  to  how  strongly  you  support 
Christianity.  We  need  more  Christians 
with  the  righteous  indignation  shown  by 
Dr.  Criswell,  rather  than  editors  of 
religious  newspapers  who  give  an  atheist 
like  Madalyn  O’Hair  something  to  crow 
about  and  encourage  them  to  work  more 
diligently  to  destroy  the  Christian  way  of 

life  Mrs.  J.  F.  Klutz 

Concord.  North  Carolina 
A  suspicion  confirmed 
To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  the  article  “Name¬ 
calling  replaces  debate,”  (TM/  UMR, 
Feb.  7)  an  observation  is  in  order. 

Another  “news  interpretive”  regard¬ 
ing  this  event  appeared  on  the  front 
page  of  a  major  Houston  newspaper  with 
that  writer  indicating  the  plus  side  to  Dr. 
Criswell.  Your  “news  interpretive” 
appeared  on  the  back  page  of  TM/  UMR 
and  indicated  both  participants  lost.  The 
two  different  interpretations  confirm 
something  I  have  suspected  all  along 
when  people  begin  to  "interpret”  the 
news. 

I  have  met  Dr.  Criswell,  heard  him 
speak  on  several  occasions,  and  have 
nothing  but  admiration  for  h»m  and  what 
he  stands  for.  I  have  not  met  M.  M. 
O’Hair,  and  I  do  not  care  for  her  or  what 
she  stands  for. 

Apparently,  the  writer  believes  he  has 
the  ability  to  debate  O’Hair  “suc¬ 
cessfully.”  Then  I  suggest  Mr.  Herron 
take  her  on,  and  offer  Dr.  Criswell  the 
same  space  in  TM/  UMR  to  write  the 
“interpretation”  of  the  outcome.  One  bit 
of  caution  —  Mr.  Herron  needs  to  keep  in 
mind  the  old  saying  “never  send  a  boy  to 
do  a  man’s  job.”  jack  D.  Ky,e 

Huntsville,  Texas 
A  riskjfl  assessment 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  disappointed  in  Bud  Herron’s 
interpretation  of  the  Criswell-O’Hair 
debate.  I  felt  he  took  a  risk  in  assessing 
that  Dr.  Criswell  left  some  thinking 
Christianity  defenseless.  Admittedly,  Dr. 
Criswell  gave  himself  to  a  thankless  task 


when  he  agreed  to  appear.  Having  heard 
the  debate  on  radio  and  watched  the  first 
television  segment,  I  feel  that  initially 
Dr.  Criswell  exercised  a  great  deal  of 
restraint  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  could 
not  use  the  “whole  armor  of  God,”  the 
Bible,  a  point  which  I  expected  your 
writer  to  point  out. 

Mr.  Herron  termed  the  first  of  the  low 
blows  that  statement  by  Dr.  Criswell, 
“This  woman  is  trying  to  destroy  the 
churches  of  America  today.”  Certainly 
he  cannot  feel  her  intentions  are  other¬ 
wise! 

Nevertheless,  I  felt  that  for  Christians 
to  hear  Mrs.  O’Hair’s  charges  against 
their  faith  had  some  merit,  but  for  us  to 
see  a  Christian  —  even  a  famous  spiritual 
leader  —  discuss  Christianity  without  the 
Bible,  its  basis,  shows  us  much  about  the 
ineffectiveness  of  our  witness  without  it. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  know  of  two 
decisions  for  Christ  made  as  a  result  of 
the  radio  show,  so  in  the  final  analysis  it 
is  not  for  us  to  judge  Christianity 
defenseless.  KI  ,,  ..  .. 

Nancy  McNatt 
Dallas,  Texas 

Can  we  really  love  a  person 

and  hate  what  he  believes ? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  teach  a  class  of  mature  women  in  a 
United  Methodist  Church.  Today,  as  I 
often  do,  I  took  the  February  7  issue  of 
TM/  UMR  to  class  and  read  the  article 
“Name-calling  replaces  debate.”  There 
was  regret  for  the  happening. 

During  the  discussion,  this  thought  was 
expressed:  what  a  person  does  or  says 
becomes  so  much  a  part  of  his  or  her  very 
being  —  is  it  possible  to  love  the  person 
and  yet  hate  what  he  or  she  stands  for? 
Since  there  is  a  very  fine  line  between  the 
two,  it  is  sometimes  hard  to  make  a 
distinction. 

To  me,  the  word  “love”  has  literally 
been  thrown  about  until  it  has  lost  its 
initial  meaning.  We  respect  people,  like 
them,  help  them  —  but  do  we  really  love 
them  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word? 

Lottie  Holston 

f  latf  Snow  Hill,  Maryland 
One  positive  note  in  an 
otherwise  unfortunate  event 
To  the  Editor: 

.1  wish  to  thank  Bud  Herron  for  a  most 
enlightening  appraisal  of  the  January  31 
“debate”  between  Madalyn  Murray 


O’Hair  and  W.  A.  Criswell.  The  article 
seemed  to  be  a  very  accurate  in¬ 
terpretation  of  what  must  have  been  an 
unfortunate,  non-informative  and  non¬ 
productive  session. 

Perhaps  one  positive  note  might  have 
occurred  in  a  particular  issue  raised.  It 
appears  that  the  concept  of  “love”  was 
one  of  the  major  hang-ups  for  both 
participants.  Mrs.  O’Hair’s  statement, 
“How  can  ypu  say  you  love  me  when  you 
don’t  even  know  me?”  indicates  little 
effort  on  her  part  in  understanding  or 
investigating  the  tenets  of  the  faith  she 
denies.  In  the  same  way,  Dr.  Criswell’s 
statements,  “The  word  atheist  means 
Russian,  red  communism,”  and  "Yes,  I 
love  her  for  the  sake  of  Jesus,  but  I  hate 
everything  she  stands  for,”  are  nebulous 
at  best  and  ludicrous  at  worst. 

It  seems  that  few  of  us  in  this  age  are 
experts  on  the  concept  of  Christian  love, 


least  of  all  I.  This  is  at  least  partly  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  word  “love”  is  so  vague 
in  our  language.  Yet  it  appears  to  me  that 
many  Christians  tend  to  think  of  “agape” 
love  in  sort  of  lofty,  poetic,  passive, 
“lollipops  and  roses,”  “goody-two- 
shoes,”  terms.  It  would  seem  to  me  that 
if  “agape”  meant  absolute  unconditional 
concern  for  another’s  total  welfare,  then 
it  should  be  coupled  with  such  descriptive 
adjectives  as  “active,”  “dynamic,” 
“vibrant,”  “painful,”  “adventurous” 
“risky,”  “joyous.”  I  would  think  that  a 
mark  of  persons  steeped  in  agape  love 
would  be  fighting  hell  in  this  life,  for 
others,  vastly  more  important  than 
winning  heaven  in  another  life  for 
themselves. 

Nevertheless,  thank  you  Mr.  Herron 
for  a  fine  article  of  news  interpretation. 

Geoffrey  W.  Posegate 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 
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|  ‘The  strange  case 9 

Minister’s  wife  enters  trance 

v 

and  speaks  of  previous  life 


By  PAT  SITES 

•:  Staff  Writer 

£  ELKTON,  Va.  —  For  nearly  four 
:•  years  the  wife  of  a  United 

£  Methodist  minister  here 

:•  “became,”  under  hypnosis,  a 
<  young  German  girl  who  lived  a  full 
:•  century  ago. 

j|  Furthermore,  Delores  Jay,  in 

£  deep  trances  induced  by  her 

:j  hypnotist-husband  Rev.  Carrojl 

•:  Jay,  recounted  the  life  of  that 

:•  young  girl  in  German  —  a 
•:  language  she  claims  she  has  never 

£  learned. 

•j  Reincarnation?  Spirits  at  work? 

£  Genetic  transmissions  from  long- 
:•  past  generations? 

£  The  Jays  are  as  baffled  by  their 
$  experience  as  anybody.  But  they 
•j:  firmly  believe  God  has  called  them 

£  to  find  some  answers. 

•j:  That’s  why,  they  say,  after  days 

£  of  prayer  they  agreed  to  release 
£  their  story  to  the  “Washington 
•:  Post’’  last  month.  And  that’s  why 

>•  they  have  told  the  story  countless 

£  times  since  then  on  network 

television  and  radio,  and  to 
newspapers  as  far  away  as  Ger- 
many,  England  and  Australia. 

It  is  indeed  a  strange  story  —  one 
£  which  has  stymied  psychologists, 

•j  brought  notoriety  to  this  small 

£  community  of  1,500  people,  and 
engulfed  the  Jays  in  controversy 
•:  they  never  wanted. 

:•  It  began  one  day  in  1970  when 
•:  Mrs.  Jay,  in  a  hypnotic  trance  for 

£  treatment  of  a  backache,  started 
responding  to  her  husband’s 
£  questions  in  German,  a  language 
which  subsequent  polygraph  tests 
•:  have  confirmed  she  has  not  been 

>  exposed  to  or  studied,  to  her 
j:  knowledge. 

>•  It  ended  in  March  1974,  after  Mr 
£  Jay,  language  experts  and 
:£  psychologists  frequently  had  heard 
:•  her  re-live  through  regression  the 
:£  life  and  death  of  “Gretchen  Gott- 
lieb”  of  Bismarck’s  Germany. 

£  Much  happened  during  the  four- 
;£  year  period,  including  18  hours  of 
£  taped  conversations  with  “Gret- 
chen,”  who  describes  her  own 

£  violent  death  at  age  16  in  the 
£  1870's.  But  one  thing  has  not 

•£  happened,  Mr.  Jay  told  TM/UMR 
£  by  telephone  last  week:  “None  of 
:£  this  has  shaken  our  Christian  faith. 

£  “Some  people  want  us  to  claim 
£  this  proves  reincarnation  exists 
:•  We  want  to  make  it  clear  that 
%  reincarnation  cannot  be  proved  by 
£  hypnotic  regression.’’ 

•I  Why  not?  Because  for  one  thing, 
£  says  the  minister  of  four  circuit 
£  churches  here,  “there  is  so  far  not 
£  a  shred  of  evidence  that  Gretchen 
:•  Gottlieb  ever  lived.  There  are 

£  several  ‘Ebeswaldes’  (the  town 

:£  Gretchen  says  she’s  from)  in 
£  Germany,  but  no  one  has  found  any 
§  records  that  this  girl  lived  or 

£  died." 

£  In  fact,  he  says,  there  are  no 

court  records  authenticating  that 


any  regressed  person  lived  in  a 
prior  time. 

What  about  a  possession  by  evil 
spirits? 

“1  can't  believe  that,  though 
some  people  have  suggested  it, 
“Mr.  Jay  said.  “I  know  my  wife 
isn't  evil.  She  gets  upset  if  she  even 
thinks  she’s  done  anything  wrong." 

Another  theory,  he  says,  is  one 
that  language  can  be  stored  in 
genetic  memory  and  transmitted. 
Mrs.  Jay’s  German-speaking 
ancesters  died  before  she  was  born 
and  her  mother  did  not  speak 
German,  according  to  sworn  af¬ 
fidavits  by  relatives,  Mr.  Jay  said. 

But  the  minister  is  clearly 
unhappy  when  people  try  to  pin 
him  down  to  a  definite  opinion.  He 
and  his  wife  just  want  an  ex¬ 
planation,  he  claims,  and  “that  can 
only  be  found  when  reasonable 
people  discuss  this  thing  in¬ 
telligently." 

The  Jays  had  their  share  of 
negative  reaction,  both  in  the 
community  of  Elkton  and  in  mail 
from  people  who  want  to  “cure  us 
of  the  devil."  But  all  that  is 
beginning  to  change,  Mr.  Jqy 
believes. 

“We  are  noticing  a  change  in  our 
community,”  he  says,  “and  it’s  a 
wonderful  feeling.  I  think  more 
people  are  beginning  to  know  that 
we  mean  no  harm." 

Mr.  Jay’s  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  Eugene 
Woolridge,  of  nearby  Harrison¬ 
burg,  agrees:  “I  have  no  question 
as  to  his  sincerity,"  Mr.  Woolridge 
says.  “Rev.  Jay  is  certainly  honest 
and  we  have  the  highest  regard  for 
him." 

Mr.  Jay  hopes  that  from  all  this 
will  come  a  better  understanding 
that  hypnosis,  conducted  by 
qualified  people,  is  a  valuable  tool 
in  the  counseling  and  healing 
ministry.  Mr.  Jay  has  a  doctor’s 
degree  in  guidance  and  counselling 
from  the  University  of  Alabama 
and  has  practiced  hypnosis  since 
the  1950’s  as  a  teacher  and 
minister. 

“The  Strange  Case  of  Gretchen 
Gottlieb,”  as  one  radio  com¬ 
mentator  called  it,  is  far  from 
over,  even  though  Mr.  Jay  has 
stopped  regressing  his  wife  to  talk 
to  “Gretchen.” 

He  is  negotiating  now  with 
publishers  about  a  book  on  the 
“Gretchen"  phenomenon  — 
proceeds  of  which  will  go,  he  says, 
to  a  nursery  school,  youth  center  or 
senior  citizens’  establishment  in 
Elkton.  Lecture  tours  and  a  syn¬ 
dicated  column  are  also  being 
scheduled. 

But  the  Jays  have  no  intention  of 
leaving  the  local  church  ministry, 
they  say.  “The  church  has  always 
been  our  life,"  Mr.  Jay  told 
TM/UMR.  “It  still  is.” 


Bishops’ call  sets  33 
option  areas  for  action 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  A  working 
paper  focusing  on  global  consciousness, 
world  hunger,  militarism  and  liberation 
has  been  adopted  by  the  United 

UM  agency  asks 
no  more  Viet  aid 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  (UMC)  —  Strong 
opposition  to  more  United  States  aid  for 
South  Vietnam  and  Cambodia  has  been 
expressed  by  the  World  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

“We  reject  the  (Ford)  Administra¬ 
tion’s  attempt  to  create  an  atmosphere  of 
crisis  in  order  to  justify  continuation  of 
an  Indochina  policy  built  on  military 
force,"  the  division’s  board  of  managers 
stated  in  a  resolution  adopted  here 
during  the  board’s  winter  meeting  Feb. 
4-6. 

The  resolution  scored  President  Ford’s 
proposed  $522  million  Supplemental 
Foreign  Aid  Appropriation  for  the  two 
Indochina  countries,  on  the  grounds  that 
such  aid  cannot  buy  peace. 

“Contrary  to  the  statements  of  the 
President,  Vice  President  and  Secretary 
of  State,  we  do  not  equate  peace  in 
Vietnam  with  the  continuation  of  the 
Thieu  regime,  nor  do  we  believe  that 
renewed  U.  S.  military  involvement  in 
Indochina  is  justified  by  alleged  in¬ 
fractions  of  the  Paris  Peace  Agreement 
of  January,  1973,”  the  resolution  said.  It 
further  denied  the  peace  agreement  had 
even  been  tried,  noting  the  Thieu 
government  has  “refused  to  participate 
in  calling  a  National  Council  of  Recon¬ 
ciliation  and  Concord  to  develop  a 
coalition  government,  has  refused  to 
release  an  estimated  200,000  political 
prisoners,  and  has  continued  to  rely  on 
military  force  rather  than  political 
negotiation." 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen,  World  Division 
president,  forwarded  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  to  the  U.  S.  House  of 
Representatives  Appropriations  Com¬ 
mittee,  stating  in.  a  covering  letter  the 
resolution  “is  an  indication  of  our  con¬ 
tinuing  concern  about  American  in¬ 
volvement  in  Indochina." 


Methodist  Church’s  Bishops’  Call  for 
Peace  and  the  Self-Development  of 
Peoples  as  a  guide  for  the  Call’s  efforts 
during  the  next  18  months. 

Approved  here  Feb.  7  during  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  coordinating  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  Call,  the  document  sets 
forth  a  platform  of  some  33  concerns 
from  which  the  Bishops’  Call  office  will 
select  areas  for  work,  both  ecumenically 
and  within  the  church. 

The  committee  also  approved  a 
proposal  to  submit  a  report  to  the 
denomination’s  coordinating  agency,  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM), 
setting  forth  the  response  by  program 
agencies  of  the  church  to  the  Bishops  Call 
and  requesting  GCOM  to  determine  how 
the  concerns  of  peace  and  self¬ 
development  can  best  be  coordinated  on 
a  church-wide  basis  in  the  1977-80 
quadrennium. 

The  Bishops’  Call,  a  special  quad¬ 
rennial  emphasis  initiated  by  the 
church’s  General  Conference  (highest 
legislative  body)  in  April  1972,  will  cease 
to  exist  at  the  end  of  1976.  The  coor¬ 
dinating  committee  expressed  concern 
that  the  issues  addressed  through  the 
Bishops'  Call  will  not  cease  and  therefore 
the  church  must  take  care  to  insure  the 
issues  are  incorporated  on  a  church-wide 
basis. 

The  working  paper  guide  for  the 
Bishops’  Call  includes  such  efforts  as  re¬ 
awakening  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
stituency  to  the  importance  of  the  United 
Nations,  interpreting  international 
issues,  raising  questions  of  life-styles, 
initiating  dialogues  with  agricultural 
schools,  supporting  the  concept  of 
cooperatives  for  goods  and  services, 
sponsor  a  consultation  on  the  U.  S. 
government’s  Food  for  Peace  program, 
seek  discussion  and  action  on  the  critical 
issue  of  economic  conversion,  and 
reaffirming  commitment  to  liberation 
from  racism  and  sexism. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  chairman  of 
the  coordinating  committee  and 
episcopal  leader  of  the  Dakotas  area, 
presided  at  the  meeting.  Bishop  Ralph  E. 
Dodge,  coordinator  for  the  Bishops’  Call 
office,  reported  to  the  committee, 
outlining  the  four  emphasis  specified  in 
the  working  paper. 
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Women  face  painful  issues 

U.M.  Caucus  struggles  with  internal  ethnic  relations 


TM/UMR  STAFF  SPECIAL 

DALLAS,  Tx.  —  With  painlul  ethnic 
issues  confronting  it  at  every  turn  and  an 
admitted  lack  of  clear  direction  bogging 
it  down,  the  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Caucus  floundered  and  nearly  folded  up 
here  last  weekend. 

After  an  emotion-packed  session  which 
saw  a  walk-out  of  Third  World  (all  ethnic 
minority  persons)  women  and  some  soul- 
searching  from  those  remaining  about 
whether  to  disband  the  Caucus,  the  group 
went  home  Sunday,  apparently  still  in 
business  but  wondering  how  to  pick  up 
the  pieces. 

Approximately  75  church  women  from 
across  the  nation,  a  fourth  of  them  from 
ethnic  minorities,  convened  to  dialogue, 
legislate  and  strategize,  in  order  to  in¬ 
crease  the  participation  of  women  in 
leadership  roles  in  the  church  —  an 
expressed  purpose  of  the  Caucus,  which 
is  a  loosely-structured  unofficial  body  of 
“women  who  share  a  concern." 

Before  ethnic  issues  came  clearly  to  a 
head,  the  group  enacted  several  major 
legislative  proposals  to  present  to  the 
1976  General  Conference,  including. 

•  An  increased  percentage  of  women 
delegates  to  annual,  jurisdictional  and 
general  conferences:  one-fifth  clergy, 

Recruiting  slumps 


two-fifths  lay  women,  two-fiftfas  laymen 
to  General  and  Jurisdictional;  one-half 
female  to  annual  conference  if  the  local 
church  sends  two  or  more  lay  delegates. 

•  Legislation  from  a  Joint  Task  Force 
of  the  Commissions  of  Religion  and  Race 
and  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  to 
insure  equitable  representation  of  Third 
World  women  in  the  decision-making 
bodies  of  the  church 

•  Consideration  by  the  Commission  to 
Study  the  Episcopacy  of  a  12-year  tenure 
for  bishops  and  possible  team  ministry  in 
the  episcopacy. 

•  A  request  to  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  that  it  ask  for 
a  study  of  appropriate  changes  in  the 
Hymnal  to  bring  “inclusiveness  and 
wholeness  of  theological  content  to  the 
hymns  of  the  church." 

•  A  study  of  the  possible  elimination  of 
jurisdictional  structures  within  the 
church. 

In  the  last  moments  before  the  Caucus 
adjourned  Sunday,  it  also  approved  by 
consensus  a  statement  affirming 
ministry  for  and  by  “gay”  people. 

But  much  of  the  time  the  group 
grappled  with  who  it  is  and  what  it’s  for. 

Faced  with  tensions  over  ethnic  par¬ 
ticipation  and  priorities,  concerns 
brought  by  ethnic  women  that  they  be 


understood  and  related  to  within  the 
group,  the  Caucus  could  not  seem  easily 
to  resolve  that  focus. 

Ethnic  concerns  surfaced  Saturday 
morning,  as  several  Mexican-American 
women  urged  participants  “to  meet  our 
needs,  too.  Then  we  can  be  interested  in 
what  you're  doing.” 

In  a  later  statement,  Native  American 
Ms.  Wanda  Low  e  also  stressed  the  unique 
needs  of  Third  World  women.  “Except 
that  we’re  women,  we  aren’t  where  you 
(the  Anglo  women)  are  at  all,"  she  said. 
“Let  us  be  here,  but  meet  together  and 
then  bring  our  own  concerns  to  you.” 

But  the  climax  came  late  in  the  day 
when  several  Mexican-American  women 
walked  out  in  protest  of  wrhat  they  called 
a  slight  to  their  “sisters.” 

The  women  left  the  Dallas  meeting, 
they  said,  rather  than  be  served  dinner 
by  members  of  a  local  Mexican- 
American  church  who  had  not  been  in¬ 
vited  to  participate  in  the  meeting  —  an 
oversight,  local  planning  coordinator 
Rev.  Laura  Kapka  said  had  regrettably 
occurred  with  a  number  of  churches  both 
Anglo  and  ethnic,  because  of  the 
Caucus’s  informal  and  sometimes  faulty 


U.M.  missionary 
candidates  scarce 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodist 
missionary  recruiters,  who  six  months 
ago  were  rejoicing  at  a  church  financial 
picture  which  allows  the  expansion  of  the 
denomination's  overseas  missionary 
force  for  the  first  time  in  nearly  five 
years,  are  finding  less  to  smile  about 
these  days.  The  money  is  available,  but 
qualified  persons  wanting  to  become 
missionaries  seem  to  be  few  and  far 
between. 

Hispanics  to 
press  for  U.M. 
exec  posts 

DALLAS,  Tx.  —  Elevation  of  more 
Hispanic-Americans  to  the  upper 
echelons  of  United  Methodist  structure 
figured  prominently  here  in  las{  week’s 
agenda  at  an  executive  committee 
meeting  of  MARCHA  (Methodist  Asso¬ 
ciation  to  Represent  the  Cause  of 
Hispanic-Americans) . 

The  group  will  submit  the  name  of  its 
executive  director,  the  Rev.  Hector 
Navas,  Tampa,  Fla.,  as  a  nominee  for  the 
post  of  general  secretary  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  a 
post  to  be  filled  by  Jan.  1,  1976. 

It  will  seek  to  address  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  1976  on  “the  need  in  the  church 
for  a  Hispanic-American  bishop  to  be 
elected  in  1976.” 

And  it  will  recommend  that  a  Hispanic- 
American  be  selected  for  the  Latin- 
American  team  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  world  division. 

In  other  action,  MARCHA  executives 
agreed  to  urge  Hispanic-Americans  to 
elect  delegates  to  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ences  and  the  General  Conference  in 
1976,  as  a  move  toward  increasing 
Hispanic-American  membership  on  the 
general  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
church. 

Mr.  Navas  told  TM/UMR  that  “the 
church  has  responded  positively  toward 
the  placement  of  Hispanic-Americans  in 
leadership  roles.  There  are  at  least  two 
Hispanic-Americans  on  every  board  and 
agency." 

The  recommendations  made  at  last 
week’s  meeting,  Mr.  Navas  said,  are  an 
effort  to  strengthen  two  areas  where 
there  are  no  Hispanic-American  staff 
people:  the  Board  and  Church  and 
Society  and  Global  Ministries’  world 
division. 


Bishop  Paul  Martin  dies 


DALLAS  (UMN)  —  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  77, 
died  here  Feb.  13  following  a  long  illness 

Memorial  servic-EJ 
es  were  held  Feb.  17  g 
at  Highland  Park 
United  Methodist 
Church,  Dallas, 
with  interment  at  ,/ 

Hillcrest  Mauso¬ 
leum.  Officiating 
were  Bishops  Paul 
V.  Galloway,  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Martin,  W. 

Kenneth  Pope,  O. 

Eugene  Slater,  W. 

McFerrin  Stowe  Bishop  Martin 
and  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  Dr.  Leighton  K. 
Farrell  and  Dr.  Joseph  D.  Quillian,  Jr. 

A  native  of  Blossom.  Texas,  Bishop 
Martin  began  his  ministerial  training  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  1922. 

Bishop  Martin  served  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Wichita  Falls  District  from 
1935  to  1938. 

As  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Wichita  Falls,  he  came  to  know 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Perkins  and  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  involving  the  Perkins 
family  in  creatively  supporting  SMU’s 
theology  school,  which  was  subsequently 
named  in  their  honor.  Bishop  Martin 
served  for  eight  years  as  vice-chairman 


communications  system. 

In  a  session  following  the  walk-out, 
those  remaining  struggled  with  the  dual 
concerns  fighting  racism  and  sexism  — 
and  at  one  point  stopped  to  ask  them¬ 
selves  whether  there  in  fact  still  should 
be  or  could  be  a  Caucus. 

Reactions  following  Sunday's  final 
session  varied.  Ms.  Joann  Henry,  a  co- 
coordinator  from  Nashville  and  a  black 
who  had  walked-out  with  other  black 
members,  said  she  hoped  the  Caucus 
could  go  on,  but  was  not  yet  sure  if  she 
would  be  a  part  of  it.  “You  can  legislate 
all  you  want  to,  she  said.  “But  the  most 
important  thing  about  the  Caucus  is  the 
diversity  and  the  chance  to  have  con¬ 
sciousness-raising. 

Her  co-coordinator,  Rev.  Christine 
Modisher,  of  Urbana,  Ill.,  did  not  take  an 
entirely  gloomy  view  of  the  meeting. 
“Caucus  is  a  place  where  we  can  relate 
our  faith  to  our  lives,  and  raise  the  hard 
questions  in  an  atmosphere  of  ac¬ 
ceptance."  She  said,  however,  that  the 
group  may  need  to  be  more  in  touch  with 
the  emerging  issues  of  its  women,  and  be 
more  concerned  about  accountability  for 
planning  and  action. 


Part  of  the  reason  for  what  some 
church  officials  term  “the  worst 
recruiting  slump  in  memory”  is  said  to 
be  the  shaky  national  economy  and  the 
“nervousness  about  the  future”  felt  by 
many  potential  missionaries.  Another 
reason  is  said  to  be  the  “greater  selec¬ 
tivity”  on  the  part  of  foreign  churches 
accepting  missionaries. 

Regardless  of  the  reasons,  nearly  all 
persons  associated  with  United 
Methodist  missionary  recruitment  ef¬ 
forts  seem  to  agree  “matters  are  not 
very  good  and  don’t  seem  to  be  getting 
much  better." 

The  Rev.  Avery  Manchester,  one  of  the 
persons  responsible  for  recruitment 
through  the  denomination’s  Committee 
on  Persons  in  Mission  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  said  the  problem  has 
so  many  confounding  variables  that  it  is 
difficult  to  analyze. 

“One  of  our  major  problems  un¬ 
doubtedly  is  the  economy,"  he  said. 
Potential  candidates  are  much  more 
tnieasy  than  ever  before.  We  are  asking 
them  in  a  time  of  economic  recession  to 
give  up  the  security  of  their  jobs  and  take 
on  a  task  which  we  can  make  no  promises 
about.  The  situation  is  such  that  we  can’t 
promise  tenure  and  the  economy  of  the 
United  States  is  such  that  they  can’t  be 
assured  of  a  job  should  they  return  from 
the  mission  field.” 

A  fertile  field  for  missionary 
recruitment,  for  instance,  has  always 
been  colleges  and  seminaries.  Persons 
just  graduating  from  college  or  seminary 
are  far  less  likely  to  have  the  kind  of 
roots  which  often  prohibit  a  move 
overseas.  Now,  however,  foreign 
churches  in  most  ca^es  will  not  accept 
missionary  teachers,  nurses  or  other 
professionals  without  at  least  two  years 
experience. 

"This  gives  us  a  situation  where  we 
can’t  accept  many  of  those  persons 
whose  personal  lives  make  it  most 
possible  for  them  to  go,”  Mr.  Manchester 
said.  “Right  now,  for  instance,  we  are  in 
great  need  of  nurses  in  Liberia,  Rhodesia 
and  Zaire,  but  these  nurses  must  be 
qualified  also  to  be  nursing  instructors." 

Mr.  Manchester  said  that  because  of 
these  increases  in  qualifications  needed 
in  the  field  “we  just  can’t  open  up  a 
wholesale  recruitment  effort." 

Since  the  drive  to  recruit  ap¬ 
proximately  120  new  missionaries  began 
early  last  fall,  only  19  have  actually  been 
processed  and  approved  for  service  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  A  few 
others  are-now  being  processed  and  some 
of  those  will  be  approved  at  the  board’s 
April  meeting. 


The  eyes  have  it! 


In  illustrating  the  release  of  United  Methodist  Communication’s  newest  set  of 
filmstrips,  entitled  "A  New  Way  of  Seeing.”  the  eyes  have  it! 

Designed  for  informing  a  congregation  how  it  might,  with  another  church  — 
across  town  or  in  another  country  —  become  “Disciples  in  Partnership,”  the  two 
filmstrips  were  produced  jointly  by  UMC,  the  Advance  Committee  and  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  An  inner-city  resident  [top  floor]  is  one  of  the  principals  whose 
lives  are  changed  by  their  involvement  in  an  Advance  project. 


of  SMU's  Board  oi  Trustees  and  for  four 
years  taught  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology 

He  served  as  president  of  the 
denomination’s  Council  on  World  Service 
and  Finance  for  eight  years  and  as 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  in 
1961-62. 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin  moved  to 
Dallas  following  his  retirement  from  the 
episcopacy  in  1968.  Elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1944,  he  was  resident 
bishop  of  the  Arkansas-Louisiana  Area 
for  16  years  and  of  the  Houston  Area  for 
eight  years. 

For  the  past  three  years,  he  had  acted 
as  an  advisor  to  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  dean.  Dr.  Joseph  D.  Quillian, 
Jr. 

Bishop  Martin  was  a  preacher,  ad¬ 
ministrator  and  author.  He  was  the 
subject  of  a  biography  by  Walter  N. 
Vernon,  “Forever  Building,"  published 
in  1973.  Buildings  at  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  quadrangle  and  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah,  Fayetteville.  Arkansas,  were 
named  in  honor  of  the  bishop  and  his 
wife. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Tatum,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
SMU  Board  of  Trustees,  said,  “Bishop 
Martin  was  a  man  of  foresight  and  in¬ 
sight  who  devoted  his  life  to  furthering 
the  institutions  which  embody  mankind’s 
highest  ideals.” 


Classified 

Hate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver  Islng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

ORGAN  FOR  SALE:  Allen  Organ  —  model  C- 
1.  $2250.  Contact:  Central  Lutheran  Church . 

1000  Easton  Rd..  Dallas.  Texas  75218.  (214)  327- 

2222. 

HEART  OF  EUROPE:  Sixteen  days  from 
Denver,  leaving  Sept.  29.  $947.  First  class. 

Most  meals.  Early  bird  discounts.  Write: 
Harley  Faraham.  9340  E.  Center,  Denver. 

Colo.  80231. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
nan-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 

Home.  1111  Herring  Are..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllng  Dr.. 

Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  799-5049. 

CARE  ABOUT  YOUR  WORLD?  Is  your 
congregation  committed?  Free  packet  of 
materials  and  Ideas  available.  Write:  WHY 
GLOBAL.  Service  Center.  7820  Reading  Rd.. 
ClncInnaU.  Ohio  45237. 

INCREASE  MEMBERSHIP,  pay  special 
attention  to  visitors.  Church  visitor  ribbons, 
registration  cards,  badges,  direct  from 
manufacturer.  Free  samples.  Personality 

Plus.  Bax  181-A.  Hermitage.  Tenn.  37076. 

OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY?  Retire  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 

ORIENT.  VISITING  Japan.  Taiwan.  Philip¬ 
pines.  Singapore.  Thailand.  Hong  Kang. 
Bangkok.  Alaska'.  From  Dallas  via  Seattle. 

May  31-June  21.  Deluxe  hotels.  Bess 
Louder  milk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Texas  75205. 

Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  (4081-375-5125. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  EDUCATION 
wanted  for  700-member  church.  Parsonage 

ellzabeth’s  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  25351. 
Houston.  Texas  77005. 

furnished.  Salary  negotiable  In  keeping  with 
training  and  experience.  Write:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O.  466.  Milan.  Tenn. 

38358. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  Requires  a  person  with  a 
Bachelor’s  Degree  from  an  accredited  college 
or  university.  Prefer  a  person  with  a  major  In 

WANTED:  Full  time  Director  of  Christian 
Education  In  suburban  Denver.  Colorado. 
United  Methodist  Church.  Can  start  Im¬ 
mediately.  State  qualifications  and  references. 
Director.  TM-UMR.  Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas 

that  will  attract  children  and  the  ability  to 
work  with  children  under  emotional  stress. 
CONTACT:  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

75221. 

ANNUAL  FINANCE  COUNSEL  available  on 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  poslUve. 
quality,  warmhearted  30-minute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  cam- 
j  munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour. 

P.O.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

flexible  to  your  congregation’s  needs. 
Cavanaugh  Associates.  915  Kern  Drive.  El 
Paso.  Texas  79902,  (915  )  533-8759. 

EXPERIENCED  CLERGYMAN  wishes  staff 
position  of  Minister  of  Visitation  In  Greater 
Houston  area.  For  further  Information,  call 
(713)  422-2484 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  speclallre  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery,  408 

S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas.  Phone  (214>- 
937-3680. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY  ! 

AT  PRICES  YOU  j 

ENTERTAINING  METHODISTS  from 
Florida  to  California.  The  new  book  of  100 
humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members. 

"A  Methodist  Is  .  .  .”  Still  only  $1.50  from 
Cokesbury. 

CAN  AFFORD 

Floivers  Cushion  Sendee 

Phone  (817)  Ml  5-9203  Keene.  Texas  74059 
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WCC  leader  defines  evangelism 


•\o 


Share  the  cross 9  director  urges  mission  conference 


FIGUEIRA  DA  FOZ,  Portugal  (RNS) 
—  Evangelization  is  “not  a  crusade  to 
conquer  the  world’’  but  a  “sharing  in  the 
cross  of  Jesus  Christ,”  the  director  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Commission 
on  World  Mission  and  Evangelism  said 
here. 

Dr.  Emilio  Castro,  a  Methodist  from 
Uruguay,  reported  to  the  commission’s 
annual  meeting,  attended  by  80  Prot¬ 
estant  and  Orthodox  representatives. 

Evangelism,  he  said,  means  “showing 
ourselves  to  the  world,  ready  to  serve 
wherever  we  are  called  with  the  hope 
that  through  our  humble  instrumentality 
and  that  of  others  raised  by  God  all  over 
the  world,  many  will  come  to  the  joyous 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Saviour.” 

Dr.  Castro  assessed  commission 
developments  since  the  early  1973 


Conference  on  Salvation  Today  in 
Bangkok.  Thailand.  He  took  into  account 
what  he  called  the  “inspiration  of 
Lausanne  and  the  Synod  of  Bishops.” 

His  references  were  to  the  1974 
International  Congress  on  World  Evan¬ 
gelization  held  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland, 
under  Protestant  evangelical  sponsor¬ 
ship  and  to  the  fourth  Synod  of  Roman 
Catholic  Bishops  in  Rome.  Evangeliza¬ 
tion  was  a  major  topic  considered  by  the 
bishoDS. 

The  Covenant  signed  at  Lausanne  has 
been  adopted  by  the  World  Council  for 
study  in  preparation  for  its  Fifth 
Assembly,  set  for  late  1975  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

Dr.  Castro  said  that  while  the 
Lausanne  slogan,  “Reaching  the 
Unreached,”  can  be  criticized  as 
“superficial”  and  “imperalistic,”  it 


makes  the  valid  point  that  the  Christian 
Gospel  is  to  be  shared. 

“We  are  under  the  commandment  to 
love  our  neighbors,  and  we  cannot  love 
them  without  sharing  the  most  precious 
gift  —  the  knowledge  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ.” 

The  World  Council  leader  stressed  that 
the  sharing  must  not  attempt  to  impose 
one  culture  on  another  in  the  name  of 
Christianity.  He  also  pointed  to  the  need 
to  live  in  dialogue  with  people  of  other 
faiths  and  ideologies. 


The  Methodist  clergyman  said  that  the 
Christian  Church  should  be  a  symbol  and 
vicarious  manifestation  of  the  recon¬ 
ciliation  God  wants  for  all  peoples. 

Among  the  church’s  functions  he  listed 
“training  and  discipleship  for 
liberation,”  Worship  as  a  means  of 
gaining  strength  for  the  spiritual 
struggle  and  theological  education  that 
bridges  “the  gap  between  the  on-going 
life  of  the  local  parish  and  the  vision  of 
the  world  struggle  in  which  Christians 
are  to  participate.” 


Wall  art  witness  to  faith 

ALEXANDRIA,  LA  —  Dr.  Gregor  Goethals,  assistant  professor  of  art  history  at 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  examines  one  of  the  four  murals  she  designed  lor 
First  UMC  here  as  a  gift  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Noel  T.  Simmonds. 

Dr.  Goethals  used  passages  from  Psalms  27,  139,  96  and  130  for  the  "wool  sculp¬ 
ture"  project,  which  took  four  years  to  complete.  Some  90  colors  of  yarn,  of  varying 
depths  and  textures,  were  used  by  craftsmen  in  Puerto  Rico  to  carry  out  Dr. 
Goethal's  design,  a  Louisiana  Conference  edition  of  TM/  UMR  reported. 

PHOTO  8Y  TOWN  TALK  STAFF.  ALEXANDRIA.  LA. 

Laity  Week  speaker 

Dr.  Outler:  ‘Gospel 
is  alive  and  well’ 

Albert  C.  Outler,  who  shared  his  per¬ 
spective  of  “Wesley’s  Gospel”  in  three 
lectures.  Folding  chairs  occupied  every 
available  space  in  Perkins  Chapel, 
accommodating  the  overflow  of  com¬ 
munity  visitors  who  came  to  hear  the 
popular  theologian. 

In  his  second  lecture  —  “Justification: 
By  Faith  Alone?”  —  Dr.  Outler  painted 
an  example  in  what  he  termed  “forensic 
imagery.”  Set  in  a  court  room, 
“justification”  becomes  a  tableau,  with 
God  as  Judge,  Christ  as  Defense  Attor¬ 
ney  and  man  as  defendant.  God  the 
Judge  “commutes  the  sentence  of  the 
condemned  on  account  of  the  righteous¬ 
ness  of  Christ,”  Dr.  Outler  explained.  “In 
Jesus  Christ  we  see  God’s  purpose  and 
we  see  a  human  performance  at  its 
human  best.” 

Tuning  in  on  the  myriad  of  issues  con¬ 
fronting  the  contemporary  Christian,  he 
refuted  the  idea  that  today’s  religion 
needs  a  totally  new  Gospel. 

“The  Good  News  that  we  really  need  to 
hear,”  Dr.  Outler  declared,  “is  that  God 
so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  of 
Himself  to  that  world  in  order  that  that 
world  and  we  might  not  perish  in  final 
meaninglessness,  but  have  eternal  life 
here  and  hereafter. 

“This  is  the  Good  News:  that  God  is  on 
our  side.  What,  then,  can  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ? 

“In  these  terms,”  Dr.  Outler  con¬ 
cluded,  “the  Gospel  is  still  alive  and 
well.” 


Prayer  groups  find 
spark  in  workbook 


By  BARB  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS,  TX.  —  Does  bigger  mean 
better?  If  so,  the  second  annual  Laity 
Week  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
SMU,  was  twice  as  successful  as  last 
year’s  event. 

Doubling  Laity  Week  ’74’s  attendance, 
some  150  laypersons  from  across  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  gathered  here 
Feb.6-8  to  become  seminarians  for  three 
days. 

Designed  to  give  laypersons  a  mini¬ 
dose  of  what  regularly  goes  on  in  a 
seminary  classroom,  Laity  Week  ’75 
offered  a  variety  of  courses  and  semi¬ 
nars,  focusing  on  everything  from  the 
history  of  American  Christianity  to  pop 
hymnody  to  interpersonal  communica¬ 
tion  skills. 

Originally  conceived  by  Federal  Judge 
Woodrow  Seals  of  Houston,  “Laity 
Week”  is  a  sequel  to  “Ministers  Week” 
which  convened  here  Feb.  3-6. 

One  seminar  —  “Women  and  the 
Bible”  —  was  perhaps  the  most  unique. 
Perkins’  only  female  professor.  Dr. 
Phyllis  Bird,  led  a  class  of  laywomen 
(and  one  layman)  in  an  exploration  of  the 
changing  role  of  women  throughout 
scriptural  history.  Participants  were 
introduced  to  female  leaders  in  both  the 
Old  and  the  New  Testaments. 

Highlighting  the  extended  weekend’s 
agenda  was  a  lecture  series  by  Perkins 
Research  Professor  of  Theology  Dr. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

Take  three  United  Methodist 
congregations.  Mix  in  a  number  of 
prayer  groups.  Add  a  workbook  on 
prayer.  And  what  do  you  have?  Three 
congregations  spiritually  alive. 

A  magic  recipe?  No.  Just  a  new  tool  — 
a  prayer  workbook  —  to  strengthen  an 
old  discipline  —  prayer. 

And  according  to  three  pastors,  the 
recipe  works  to  produce  changed  lives 
and  spiritually  growing  congregations. 

“The  Workbook  of  Living  Prayer,” 
written  by  Maxie  Dunnam  and  published 
by  The  Upper  Room,  was  pre-tested  in 
ten  churches  across  United  Methodism 
before  being  released  this  month. 
TM/  UMR  contacted  three  of  the  ten 
pastors  and  found  them  excited  about  the 
results  of  using  the  workbook  in  prayer 
groups. 

“We  have  had  three  new  groups  come 
out  of  the  experience  of  using  the  work¬ 
book,”  reported  Rev.  Jim  Stewart, 
pastor  of  Trinity  UMC,  Las  Vegas,  Nv. 
“We  started  a  new  group  of  women  with 
small  children,  a  monthly  prayer  break¬ 
fast  with  men  and  a  Wednesday  evening 
Bible  study.  And  the  original  group  is  still 
going  strong.” 

“Our  group  of  ten  persons  were 
unanimous  in  saying  it  helped  them  grow 
to  a  new  level  in  prayer,”  said  Rev. 
Stanley  Smith,  pastor  of  the  600-member 
Providence  UMC,  Goldsboro,  N.C. 

“And  I  must  confess,”  he  added,  “that 
I  felt  prayer  was  an  area  in  my  persona? 
ministry  that  was  weak.  But  the  ex¬ 
perience  started  me  on  a  pilgrimage  that 
has  enlarged  my  spiritual  growth.” 

Rev.  Joe  Harding  of  Central  Protestant 
Church,  a  U.M.  congregation  of  2000 
members  in  Richland,  Wash.,  said  over 
300  persons  are  involved  in  prayer  groups 
using  the  workbook  during  Lent.  Thirty 
persons  have  been  in  training  since  the 
•  first  of  the  year  to  lead  the  Lenten 
groups,  he  said. 

“We  also  use  the  workbook  in 
prospective  member  classes,”  Mr. 
Harding  said.  “After  all,  the  church 
deals  with  the  spiritual.  With  this  tool,  we 


Book  Review - 


E.  Stanley  Jones— saying  ‘yes’  to  God 


By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 
In  his  well  known  terse,  epigrammatic 
style  that  fairly  explodes  his  meaning  on 
the  reader’s  memory,  E.  Stanley  Jones 
has  done  it  again  (for  the  29th  time),  and 
more  concisely,  more  unforgettably  than 
ever  before.  “The  Christ  of  the  Indian 
Road”  (that  went  begging  for  a  publisher 
for  awhile  and  then  was  translated  into  a 
score  of  languages)  to  this  last  book, 
“The  Divine  Yes,”  that  was  completed 
during  his  year  or  a  crippling  illness,  his 
writings  are  the  record  of  his  God-given 
ministry.  This  is  his  confession  of  faith, 
the  final  result  of  living  a  lifestyle  that 
was  his  own  personal,  unique  and  af- 


|  n|i  racks  do 
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firmative  answer  to  God. 

He  never  coddled  himself,  even  at  87 
years  of  age.  He  told  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Eunice  Jones  Mathews,  who  had  often 
served  as  his  copyist  and  editor,  that  he 
simply  had  to  complete  his  literary  and 
evangelistic  task.  He  worked  without 
normal  sight,  or  hearing,  or  speech,  and 
without  the  use  of  his  left  arm.  He  could 
make  notes  with  his  right  hand,  but  his 
once-neat  script  was  often  illegible.  Most 
of  the  composing  was  done  on  tapes.  He 
insisted  on  putting  under  his  own 
familiar  by-line  that  had  sold  two  titles  to 
more  than  a  million  readers,  the  worlds, 
“with  the  help  of  his  daughter.”  She 
called  this  his  “spiritual  last  will  and 
testament.” 

The  sweep  of  this  short,  but  closely 
packed  book  is  the  scope  of  a  saintly  life. 
Along  the  Indian  roads  and  every  road 
Stanley  Jones  had  met  many  thousands 
of  people.  They  had  asked  him  questions, 
and  he  had  replied  with  answers,  and 
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sometimes  other  questions.  Here  he 
queries,  searches,  seeks  with  such 
questions  as: 

Does  Jesus  Christ  affirm  all  the 
promises  of  God?  Is  the  Father  like  his 
Son?  Can  human  nature  be  changed? 
Does  God,  through  his  Holy  Spirit,  rule 
our  interior  lives?  Is  he  in  the  sub¬ 
conscious  as  well  as  the  conscious? 

Can  God  overcome  evil  with  good,  hate 
with  love,  and  the  world  by  a  cross? 
When  Stanley  Jones's  affliction  laid  him 
low  (it  could  not  keep  him  from  making  a 
final  journey  to  his  beloved  India)  he  did 
not  complain,  “My  God,  why?”  but  he 
asked,  “Can  I  go  on;  can  I  still  witness?” 
Can  a  contribution  come  out  of  collapse? 
Can  I  depend  on  recovery  through  God’s 
Spirit? 

To  all  these  questions,  and  many  more, 
he  found  the  eternal  answer  given  by  the 
divine  “yes.” 

Beginning  with  the  common  question, 
Is  there  a  God?  he  goes  on  to:  Does  he 
reveal  himself?  Is  the  collective  dream 
of  humankind  to  be  found  in  the  Kingdom 
of  God?  Is  there  a  right  way  to  live?  Did 
God  create  man  in  his  own  image?  Can 
humanity’s  deepest  hungers  and  thirsts 
be  satisfied?  Is  there  really  a  way  of 
affirming  one’s  self?  Is  it  ever  possible  to 
make  a  new  beginning?  Are  there  gifts  of 
the  Spirit?  Does  Christianity  stand  the 
test? 

As  always,  Stanley  Jones  makes  his 
point  with  telling  illustrations,  given  in 
three  or  four  brief  sentences,  several  on 
each  page.  With  marvellous  skill,  he  lets 
others  speak  for  him,  making  of  his 
ashram  on  paper  a  cloud  of  witnesses.  He 
never  limits  his  lifelong  search  for  God 
by  calling  it  a  theology  of  race,  a  theology 
of  missions,  a  theology  of  liberation.  His 
study  of  God  is  all  of  these,  and  more 
than  any  of  them. 

Stanley  Jones  did  not  dodge  or  ignore 
problems.  He  saw  hunger,  disease, 
ignorance,  superstition,  injustice  and  all 
the  rest.  He  never  said  anywhere,  and 
least  of  all  in  this  testament  of  faith,  that 
the  answers  would  be  easy;  but  the  right 
answer  is  always  the  divine  “yes”  in  the 
heart  of  God  himself. 


get  people  —  presently  two  groups  of 
about  30  persons  each  —  immediately 
involved  in  a  prayer  experience  and  a 
discussion  of  depth  issues  of  the  faith.” 

Why  is  the  workbook  so  helpful? 

“Because  prayer  is  basic  to  spiritual 
growth,”  replied  Mr.  Stewart.  “No 
spiritual  growth  really  begins  until  one 
begins  to  pray.  The  workbook  helps  per¬ 
sons  to  look  inward  and  then  to  share 
together  in  a  small  group.” 

“I  like  it,”  said  Mr.  Harding,  “because 
it  combines  practical  suggestions,  the 
latest  psychological  insights  and  a  return 
to  the  ancient  discipline  of  writing  one’s 
thoughts  in  a  daily  journal.” 

Mr.  Stewart  thinks  the  prayer  ex¬ 
perience  has  provided  a  foundation  for 
greater  spiritual  life  in  his  Las  Vegas 
congregation.  “The  changes  and 
progress  that  persons  have  made  in  their 
lives  through  prayer  with  the  use  of  the 
workbook  is  very  thrilling,”  he  said. 

Maxie  Dunnam,  the  author,  developed 
the  workbook  out  of  his  responsibilities 
as  director  of  Prayer  Life  and  Fellowship 
for  The  Upper  Room.  It  sells  for  $2  and 
can  be  ordered  from  The  Upper  Room, 
1908  Grand  Ave.,  Nashville,  Tn.  37203. 
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right  or  right  to  left.  Remember  that  some  books  are  in  two  parts,  i.e.  Samuel  I 
and  Samuel  II. 
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to  solve.  Take  all  the  letters  that  you  did  not  use,  reading  from  left  to  right  and 
see  if  you  can  read  the  message  that  they  tell.  When  you  have  completed  the 
puzzle,  clip  it  and  mail  it  to  Bible  Bonus  Puzzle,  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Tx„  75221. 
Noting  when  you  received  your  paper  and  when  you  completed  the  puzzle,  we 
will  send  a  TM/UMR  ball  point  pen  to  the  50  readers  who  solved  the  puzzle  and 
returned  it  to  TM/UMR  most  quickly. 


Avoids  stressing  ‘quotas’ 

Mission  agency  should  hire 
evangelicals ,  EMC  head  says 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

WILMORE,  Ky.  —  Although  carefully 
avoiding  the  word  “quota,”  the  chairman 
of  an  alliance  of  United  Methodists  which 
for  13  months  has  pressured  the 
denomination’s  official  missions  agency 
to  “become  more  evangelical”  last  week 
called  for  better  representation  for 
evangelicals  among  staff  persons 
responsible  for  the  church’s  foreign 
missions  outreach. 

Dr.  David  Seamands,  pastor  of  First 
UMC  here  and  also  chairperson  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  (EMC), 
which  has  grown  during  the  past  year 
from  a  fledgling  pressure  group  of 
dissatisfied  churchpersons  to  an  in¬ 
fluential  voice  within  the  denomination, 
said  that  equal  representation  for 
evangelicals  is  one  of  the  most  pressing 
needs  of  the  coming  year  in  the  church. 

The  EMC  was  formed  a  year  ago  at 
Lake  Sharon,  Tx.,  with  the  goal  of 
“correcting  an  imbalance”  which 
members  feel  has  moved  United 
Methodist  foreign  missions  in  recent 
years  away  from  evangelism.  Through  a 
series  of  meetings  with  staff  persons  and 
members  of  United  Methodism’s  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  the  EMC  has  been 
able  to  gain  what  its  members  believe 
has  been  great  inroads  for  evangelical 
missions. 

“I  don’t  like  the  word  quota,”  Dr. 
Seamands  said,  “but  it  is  a  fact  that 
evangelicals  need  representation  on  the 
staff  of  the  World  Division  (the  official 
church  agency  responsible  for  foreign 
missions)  if  it  is  to  prove  successful  in  the 
long  run.” 

Traditionally  against  the  quota  system 
as  the  church  has  applied  it  in  recent 
years  to  women  and  ethnic  minorities, 
the  EMC  at  present  doesn’t  plan  to 
change  its  view,  according  to  Dr. 
Seamands;  nevertheless,  it  plans  to 
apply  pressure  to  get  evangelicals 
named  to  staff  positions. 

"The  only  thing  I  will  say  at  this  point 
is  that  we  must  be  represented  like 
everyone  else,”  he  said.  “Some  way 
must  be  found.” 

Dr.  Seamands  said  the  EMC  is 
stronger  than  ever,  a  fact  which  he  says 
was  proved  in  part  by  the  attendance  at 
its  recent  annual  meeting  in  Tulsa,  Ok. 
He  said  the  Tulsa  meeting  not  only 
showed  the  EMC  is  gaining  in  strength, 
but  is  becoming  “a  lay  movement  which 
finds  its  greatest  strength  in  the 
grassroots  church.”  About  150  persons 
from  all  over  the  United  States  attended 
the  Tulsa  meeting  at  their  own  expense. 
Attendance  was  double  that  of  last  year’s 
annual  meeting  with  a  much  higher 
percentage  bring  laypersons. 

“I  think  tlli&increase  in  lay  interest  is  a 
trend  which  will  continue,  chiefly 
because  we  have  given  hope  to  many  of 
the  evangelical  laypersons  who  had 
nearly  given  up,”  Dr.  Seamands  said. 

He  said  one  major  reason  why  growth 
is  taking  place  mainly  among  laypersons 
is  that  many  times  ministers  feel 


threatened  professionally  by  such 
unofficial  church  groups  as  the  EMC. 

“I  have  never  stated  my  opinion  on 
that  publicly  before,  but  it  is  obvious  that 
laymen  are  freer  from  fears  of  aligning 
themselves  with  a  group  which 
sometimes  may  not  be  looked  upon  with 
favor  by  church  officials,”  Dr.  Seamands 
said. 

As  for  the  future  purposes  of  the  EMC, 
Dr.  Seamands  said  he  cannot  predict 
whether  or  not  the  organization  will 
become  a  permanent  body  or  will 
eventually  dissolve  after  its  goals  are 
met. 

“Our  influence  developed  during  the 
past  year  much  more  quickly  than  I  ever 
dreamed  was  possible,”  he  said.  “In  the 
future  I  think  we  will  have  a  continuing 
responsibility  to  keep  the  pressure  on  so 
that  ground  gained  will  not  be  lost 
again.” 

He  said  one  change  in  the  EMC  during 
the  coming  year  could  be  the  taking  of 
memberships  by  the  organization  for  the 
first  time.  Until  now  the  EMC  has  had  no 
official  members  other  than  the 
executive  committee  and  only  a  mailing 
list  of  sympathizers  on  which  to  estimate 
its  following. 

Dr.  Seamands  said  that  although  he 
favors  formal  membership  he  is  “not 
very  excited  about”  formalizing  the 
EMC  with  a  constitution  and  by-laws.  “I 
think  it  might  be  a  mistake  to  end  our  ad 
hoc  status,”  he  said. 

One  “strong  possibility”  in  the  future 
of  the  EMC,  according  to  Dr.  Seamands, 
is  that  it  will  become  an  unofficial 
“recruiting  arm”  of  the  World  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  He  said 
a  staff  member  of  the  World  Division  had 
suggested  such  a  possibility  and  that  he 
agrees. 


“I  think  that  may  be  an  important  role 
for  us  in  the  future,”  Dr.  Seamands  said. 
“This  should  in  no  way  be  interpreted, 
however,  to  mean  we  would  be 
organizing  our  own  evangelical  mission 
program.  We  would  work  with  the  ap¬ 
proved  list  of  needs  and  attempt  to  find 
evangelicals  to  fill  those  needs.” 


The  Alps  And  The  Rhine 

plus 

Paris.  London  and  Amsterdam 
with  experienced  tour  hosts 


Dorothy  and  Frederick  Marsh 

.  .  .  who  believe  that  travel  is  for 
fun.  Their  1975  tour  will  visit  some 
of  the  best  places  in  the  world  for 
beauty  and  fun,  with  delightful 
companions. 

June  17 -July  6 

$1767  round  trip  from  Houston 
$1609  from  New  York 

For  Information:  Rev.  Frederick  Marsh. 
First  Methodist  Church.  1320  Main  SL, 
Houston,  Texas  77002,  (713)224-2571  or  522-6669. 


"Please  love  me!' 


Nunga  lives  in  India  and  will  be 
five  years  old  in  July.  Her  father 
was  bitten  by  a  mad  dog  and  died. 
Nunga’s  mother  is  very  weak,  due 
to  malnutrition  and  near- 
starvation.  We  took  the  child  into 
one  of  our  orphanages,  but  now  we 
need  help  in  keeping  her  there. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Nunga  or  some  other 
child  in  one  of  our  orphanages  in 
India,  Sarawak,  Brazil,  or  Korea 
can  he  a  rewarding  experience  for 
anyone  —  or  for  a  family,  a  youth 
group,  or  a  Sunday  School  class. 
We  will  send  you  full  information 
on  “your"  child,  and  you  may 
write  him  if  you  wish.  You  will  not 
be  asked  to  sign  a  contract.  The 
cost:  Still  just  $10  a  month. 
WORLD  S  CHILDREN,  INC.  is 
approved  by  the  U.S.  government 
so  that  payments  are  tax  deduc¬ 
tible.  Investing  in  a  child  is  in¬ 
vesting  in  eternity! 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a 
child  where  need  is 

greatest. _ 

I  prefer  a  child  in 

Enclosed  is  payment 

for  first  month _ 

Full  Year _ 


City 


State  and  Zip 


WRITE  TO:  Rev  &  Mrs.  Albert 
E.  Purviance,  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.,  Box  626, 
Cheyenne.  Wyoming  82001. 
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arly  1000  hear'  27 Around  our  Conference 

hop  in  Hammond  rally 


A  Rally  on  Evangelism  brought 
together  close  to  1000  United  Methodists 
from  more  than  70  churches  in  the 
Hammond  District  on  Sunday,  February 
9  at  the  auditorium  on  the  campus  of 
Southeastern  University. 

A  striking  feature  of  the  program  was  a 
choir  of  160  voices  on  stage  in  the 
varicolored  patterns  formed  by  each 
choirister  wearing  the  robe  in  the  color  of 
his  own  church  choir.  This  choir,  under 
the  direction  of  Gerald  Halley,  minister 
of  music  at  the  Slidell  First  Church,  was 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  June  Halley  at  the 
piano  and  a  brass  ensemble  composed  of 
three  trumpets,  three  trombones  and  a 
tuba. 

Lay  speakers  on  the  program  included 
Nick  Saladino,  District  Lay  Leader;  Mrs. 


Margaret  Burris,  District  President  of 
United  Methodist  Women;  and  Tom 
Matheny,  Conference  Lay  Leader. 

In  the  Key  Note  address  for  the  Year  of 
Evangelism  in  the  Hammond  District 
Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  gave  a 
theological  and  historical  basis  for  sound 
evangelism  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Stating  that  there  has  never  been  an  age 
when  it  has  been  extremely  popular  to  be 
Christian,  he  affirmed  that  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  today  we  do  not  reach 
great  masses  with  a  soft  and  easy  ap¬ 
proach.  He  gave  a  ringing  challenge  to 
United  Methodist  Christians  to  meet  the 
difficult  issues  of  the  day  in  thoroughly 
Christian  terms  with  a  renewed  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  basic  gospel  message. 


Seminarians  available  for  summer 


In  a  recent  series  of  visits  to  the 
seminaries,  the  Area  Provost  discovered 
several  men  who  are  interested  in  doing 
work  in  the  summdr  of  1975  in  churches  in 
the  Louisiana  conference.  The  form 
appearing  on  this  page  will  enable  us  to 
furnish  appropriate  information  to  all  of 


If  your  church  would  desire  a  seminarian  for  summer  work,  please  fill  in  the 
following  and  send  to  the  LUM,  1114  American  Bank,  200  Carondelet  St.  Bldg., 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 

Name  of  Church _ 


Address 
Pastor  _ 


Telephones 


(Church)  (Pastor) 

Type  of  Work  Desired:  (  )  Youth  Work  (  )  Christian  Education 
(  )  Associate  Pastor  (  )  District  Camping 

Number  of  Weeks  Desired  _ 

Salary  Offered :  Per  Week _ 

Housing  Provided 


(yes) 


(no) 


Churchwide  School  of  Missions 
at  Asbury  Church,  Natchitoches 


Shown  here  are  members  of  Asbury  Church’s  Churchwide  School  of  Missions 
Planning  Committee.  Standing,  right  to  left:  Mrs.  Heddie  Rivers;  Miss  Eliza  Jones; 
Mrs.  Sallye  Pierce;  Mrs.  Gladys  Revels.  Seated,  right  to  left.  Mrs.  Vieanna  Gay: 
.and  Mrs.  Winderlean  Lewis,  chairperson  for  Missions  in  the  local  church. 


A  successful  Churchwide  School  of 
Missions  has  been  concluded  at  Asbury 
Church,  Natchitoches,  using  as  the 
theme  “Education  for  Global  Con¬ 
sciousness.”  The  theme  was  developed 
by  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Perry,  vice-president 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women,  Alexandria,  and  Mrs. 


Beulah  Craig,  program  chairperson  for 
the  Deaconess  Board,  First  Baptist 
Church,  Natchitoches. 

The  School,  which  extended  over  three 
Sunday  evenings  in  January,  was  well 
attended  and  attracted  much  local  in¬ 
terest.  During  the  series  special  music 
highlighted  the  study. 


The  Rev.  Bob  Lawton,  pastor  of  Pharr  Chapel.  Morgan  City,  is  shown  here 
leading  a  presentation  of  the  plans  for  the  Lafayette  District  Evangelism  program 
for  1975.  The  program  is  called  "LA  Y  WE  CARE  MISSIONS,"  combining  features  of 
"Lay  Witness  Missions"  and  "We  Care  Missions."  Planned  as  a  three-evening 
program,  churches  of  the  District  will  be  put  in  pairs  for  exchanges  of  visiting 
teams.  The  Revs.  T.  E.  McElroy,  St.  Mark,  Opelousas,  and  Larry  Robertson,  First 
Church.  Thibodaux,  helped  to  lead  the  presentation.  The  Evangelism  Workshop  was 
held  in  Franklin  on  January  23. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Virgil  M.  Culpepper 
have  returned  to  Louisiana  and  are 
spending  their  retirement  days  in 
Clinton.  The  Reverend  Culpepper  spent 
ten  years  in  evangelistic  work  and  39 
years  in  the  pastorate. 


Instructor  Pilot  in  Standardization 
Evaluation  Division  of  the  Fifth  Bom¬ 
bardment  Wing  at  Minot  AFB,  in  North 
Dakota. 


The  Rev.  Don  and  Mrs.  (Becca)  Cot- 
trill  recently  shared  the  good  news  of  the 
arrival  of  Cynthia  Elizabeth  Cottrill,  who 
was  born  on  January  10  in  Nashville. 
“Becca”  writes  that  they  plan  to  have  the 
new  member  of  the  Cottrill  family 
baptized  at  Noel  Church,  Shreveport, 
when  they  return  for  Annual  Conference. 


our  seminarians.  If  your  church  wants 
mature,  dedicated,  and  trained  help  in 
the  summer  months,  please  fill  in  the 
blank  and  return  immediately  to  the 
address  above.  All  of  this  information 
will  be  given  to  the  several  district 
superintendents  of  the  conference  also. 


Jackson-Ethel  Churches,  the  Rev. 
Albert  A.  Collins,  pastor,  are  promoting 
“A  Holy  Season  of  Love”  during  the 
Lenten  Season.  On  the  schedule  are: 
Week  of  Letter  Writing ;  Week  of  Phone 
Calls;  Week  of  Remembrance;  and  Week 
of  Prayer.  The  remaining  days, 
designated  Just  For  You.  are  designed  as 
”...  yours  to  promote  love  and  good  will 
in  your  own  way.” 


St.  James  Church,  Marrero,  celebrated 
the  burning  of  the  mortgage  on  the 
Educational  Building,  noting  that  this 
”...  is  symbolic  of  the  commitment  and 
vision  of  the  members  and  friends  of  this 
church.”  The  Rev.  J.  David  Armold  is 
pastor.  The  Rev.  Alfred  L.  Norris, 
District  Superintendent,  was  on  hand  for 
the  event. 


Trinity  Church,  Jennings,  held  Revival 
Services  in  January.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Douglas  L.  McGuire  was  preacher  for  the  ' 
services  on  three  consecutive  evenings. 
During  the  month  of  February,  Trinity 
members  are  studying  the  Book  of  Jonah 
each  Sunday  evening.  The  last  Sunday  in 
February  included  an  activity  night  for 
children  and  adults,  expressing 
meanings  learned  from  the  study, 
followed  by  the  worship  service.  The 
Rev.  Rob  Crichlow  is  pastor. 


Blanchard  Church  featured  a  Gospel 
Music  concert  at  the  church  on  February 
16.  The  Lisemby  Family,  a  radio  and 
television  group  who  have  six  albums  to 
their  credit,  were  featured.  L.  W.  Taylor 
is  pastor  of  Blanchard-Belcher. 


Summer  Grove  Church,  Shreveport,  as 
a  part  of  its  evangelism  and  spiritual 
growth,  is  featuring  a  devotional  booklet 
of  the  Lenten  Season,  consisting  of  47 
devotionals  written  by  members  of  the 
church.  Robert  E.  Carter  is  pastor  at 
Summer  Grove. 


The  Alexandria  District  Conference 
will  be  held  at  First  Church,  Nat¬ 
chitoches  on  Saturday,  March  15.  The 
program  will  open  with  “Great  Moments 
of  Music,”  and  will  be  followed  by  the 
business  session.  The  “Golf  Team,”  a 
youth  singing  group  of  First  Church  will 
present  a  30-minute  concert.  Culminating 
the  program  will  be  an  Hour  of 
Evangelism,  with  Rev.  Alfred  Norris  of 
the  New  Orleans  District  as  guest 
preacher. 


Capt.  Alton  McKnight,  son  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  A.  A.  McKnight  (retired),  of 
Ravville,  has  been  selected  for  service  as 


Boy  Scout  Troop  13,  sponsored  by 
Blackwater  Church,  Baker,  and  backed 
by  Zoar  (Baptist)  Church,  celebrated 
over  30  years  of  scout  work  in  the  com¬ 
munity  on  February  2.  The  Troop  took 
part  in  the  services  at  Blackwater  and 
Zoar  on  that  day.  The  Rev.  William 
Blakely  is  pastor  of  the  Blackwater 
Church. 


The  youth  choir  of  the  Live  Oak 
Church,  Watson,  were  the  guests  of  the 
Pine  Grove  Church  at  a  January  morning 
worship  service.  The  Live  Oak  youth 
group  sang  several  feature  numbers 
They  were  entertained  by  the 
congregation  following  the  service, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Jim  Constable, 
pastor  at  Pine  Grove. 


A  Cluster  Group,  New  Orleans  District 
Council  on  Ministries,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Mae  Taylor,  met  at 
Grace  Church  in  January  for  a  special 
Pictorial  Tour  of  the  Holy  Land, 
presented  by  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr. 
and  Mrs.  Bergeron,  of  Elysian  Fields 
Church,  which  illustrated  their  trip  to 
the  Holy  Land  last  year. 


The  Commission  on  Social  Concerns  of 
First  Church,  Pineville,  has  been 
acquiring  sick  room  equipment  for 
several  years,  and  now  has  a 
representative  supply  of  items.  The 
equipment  is  available  for  loan  to  anyone 
who  is  in  need  of  such  items,  and  many 
requests  come  through  the  Church  office. 
The  large  number  of  calls  is  indicative  of 
the  needs  served  by  this  worthwhile 
project. 


Bishop’s  Message 

As  I  go  from  place  to  place  I’m  beginning  to  see  the  bright  ochre  charts  on 
evangelism  displayed  prominently  on  church  bulletin  boards  and  in  the  halls. 
Also,  I’m  beginning  to  see  a  reflection  of  our  evangelism  emphasis  in  the  church 
bulletins  that  come  to  my  desk.  The  program  is  underway  and  going  forward.  In 
1973  we  showed  a  net  gain  of  512  in  Louisiana;  in  1974  the  gain  was  794.  What  will 
it  be  for  1975? 

On  that  chart  there  is  a  standard  that  asks  for  classes  of  confirmation  for 
children,  youth,  and  adults.  These  classes  are  being  offered  in  every  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  the  state.  If  you  wish  additional  materials  for  these 
classes,  write  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville,  or  get  in  touch 
with  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton. 

Also,  you’ll  be  hearing  some  good  sermons  during  Lent.  The  standards  of 
excellence  in  evangelism  suggest  an  emphasis.  It  is  believed  that  our  preachers 
will  fulfill  that  standard.  In  the  Jerusalem  Conference  Doctor  Outler  said  that 
an  unconverted  church  could  not  convert  a  world.  A  thought  to  ponder! 

Jesus  said,  “As  the  Father  has  sent  me,  even  so,  send  I  you."  Amen. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


UMW  of  Lakeview  Church,  Minden, 
are  sponsoring  a  “Used  Clothes  Closet” 
which  features  good  used  clothing  to  be 
distributed,  as  the  need  arises,  to  persons 
in  the  community.  This  on-going  project 
is  housed  in  the  church,  and  is  one  of  the 
several  services  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Women  of  Lakeview. 


Hammond  District  pastors  finish 
continuing  education  course 


Merlin  Duke,  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  Church,  (Bogalusa)  member 
and  Chairman  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries,  was  selected  Outstanding 
Young  Man  of  1974  by  the  Bogalusa 
Jaycees  and  is  the  recipient  of  that 
organization’s  Distinguished  Service 
Award.  A  speech  and  hearing  therapist 
with  the  Bogalusa  school  system,  Duke  is 
identified  with  numerous  community 
activities  and  is  active  in  many  phases  of 
church  life. 


UMW  members  of  Trinity  Church, 
Alexandria,  have  as  one  of  their  projects 
visiting  the  several  Nursing  Homes  in  the 
area,  where  they  sing,  give  a  devotion, 
and  visit  with  residents.  Members  who 
participate  note  that  this  service  is 
rewarding  to  them  as  well  as  to  the 
residents.  Rev.  M.  D.  Felder  is  Pastor. 


Jefferson  Church  (New  Orleans 
District)  recently  instituted  a  weekday 
program  for  senior  citizens,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Jefferson  Council  on 
Aging.  The  activity  includes  a  catered 
meal,  occasional  speakers  and  films,  and 
fellowship  for  participants  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  The  daily  program  (Monday 
through  Friday)  runs  from  11  A.M.  to  2 
P.M.  Douglas  L.  Davis  is  pastor. 


The  L.  A.  Bodie  Family  expresses  its 
sincere  appreciation  to  all  who  “shared 
.  .  .  sorrow  in  the  death,  January  23,  of 
Mrs.  Carrie  Daniels  Bodie,  age  88.”  This 
word  of  appreciation  came  from  the  Rev. 
L.  A.  Bodie,  Retired. 


Newellton  Union  Church  at  a  recent 
family  night  gathering  featured  Albert 
Coit  and  family,  missionaries  near  Sao 
Paulo,  Brazil.  A  native  of  Newellton,  Mr. 
Coit  has  been  an  agricultural  missionary 
in  Brazil  for  25  years,  and  is  returning 
there  after  a  brief  leave  in  his  native 
Louisiana.  Robert  Lee  Burgess  is  pastor 
of  the  Union  Church. 


First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  “Living  Room  Dialogue  with  the 
Pastor.”  This  special  event  is  described 
by  the  Pastor,  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  as 
“evenings  of  informal  discussions  to 
become  acquainted  and  share  con¬ 
versation  about  the  faith.”  During  1975 
members  of  the  Administrative  Board 
will  host  an  evening  in  their  home  where 
church  members  who  live  in  their 
geographic  area  of  the  city  will  be  in¬ 
vited  to  come  and  visit  with  the  Hearns. 


Barksdale  Church,  Bossier  City,  is 
sponsoring  a  “Parsonage  Fellowship 
Time"  each  month.  The  parsonage 
family  will  invite  12  families  at  specified 
times  to  come  by  for  fellowship  and 
coffee.  This  will  be  continued,  according 
to  Pastor  John  R.  Johns,  until  everyone 
in  the  church  has  participated. 


Methodist  Men  of  Springhill  Church 
had  as  a  recent  guest  speaker  Sister 
Germaine,  Director  of  Alcoholism  at 
Schumpert  Hospital. 


The  “God  and  Country  Award”  was 
presented  to  Greg  Edenfield,  a  member 
of  St.  Bernard  Church,  Chalmette,  in 
January,  during  special  Boy  Scout 
Observance.  The  pastor,  James  O.  Evans 
notes  that  this  is  the  first  scout  to  receive 
this  high  religious  award  in  the  St. 
Bernard  Church  in  the  past  decade.  Greg 
worked  under  direct  Pastoral  super¬ 
vision  for  10  months  in  Biblical  studies, 
church  membership,  service  projects, 
and  United  Methodist  missions  services. 


A  group  of  Hammond  District  pastors  recently  completed  a  continuing  education 
course  from  Southern  Methodist  University  entitled  “Preaching  from  Con¬ 
temporary  Literature."  Shown  here  with  Dr.  Ronald  Sleeth,  professor  of  Homilettcs. 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  are  members  of  the  class.  From  left:  Doctor 
Sleeth;  Willis  Dear;  Esther  Hammond;  J.  Phil  Woodland;  Louis  Streams;  Jerry 
Means;  John  Casey;  Angus  Carruth;  and  District  Superintendent  William  Fraser. 
Absent  when  the  picture  was  taken,  but  also  completing  the  course,  were:  Joe 
McClain;  John  Lee;  Beverly  Bond;  and  George  Harper. 

Shreveport  District  evangelism 
rally  held  February  2 

Shown  here  is  a 
part  of  the  ca¬ 
pacity  crowd  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  the 
Shreveport  District 
Rally  on  Evange¬ 
lism  held  at  First 
Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  on  February 
2.  Host  pastor  was 
the  Rev.  Dr.  D.  L. 

Dykes.  Despite 
flash  floods  which 
prevented  churches 
from  the  southern 
part  of  the  District 
from  attending,  a 
large  group  was  on 
hand  to  hear  Bishop 
Crutchfield  and  to 
join  in  the  district  emphasis  for  the  Year  of  Evangelism. 


Plans  made  to  train  local  church  leadership  District 

subscription  totals 


A  leadership  training  program  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  was  reinstituted  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Conference  Sub¬ 
committee  on  Leadership  Development 
(Education  Committee-Board  of 
Discipleship),  held  recently  at  First 
Church,  Alexandria. 

According  to  the  Conference  Coor¬ 
dinator,  COM,  by  March  1  there  will  be 
an  organized  task  force  in  every  district, 
consisting  of  a  district  chairperson  of 
education,  the  district  age  level  and 
family  ministries  coordinators,  persons 
trained  in  work  with  small  membership 
churches,  and  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent. 

Most  of  the  training  will  be  con¬ 
centrated  on  leadership  in  Christian 

Services  for  Rev. 

Johnny  Hollingsworth 

The  Rev.  Johnny  Hollingsworth,  until 
last  June  pastor  of  the  Greenwood- 
Bethany  charge,  died  on  January  5  and 
was  buried  on  January  8  in  Shreveport. 
Services  were  conducted  by  Dr.  Carl  F. 
Lueg,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  and  the  Rev. 
Lillard  Bevill.  He  had  been  in  failing 
health  for  several  months  before  he  took 
disability  leave  at  the  session  of  the 
conference  in  1974. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Marjorie; 
two  sons,  Robert  E.  and  John  E. 
Hollingsworth;  and  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Rita  Edwards. 


education.  The  committee  set  a  goal  of 
having  three  laboratory  schools  per  year 
in  1976,  1977  and  1978,  with  one  school 
held  in  each  district. 


Sibleys  to  be 
honored  on  Golden 
Wedding  Anniversary 


As  of  the  morning  of  February  24,  1975 

Alexandria 

833* 

Baton  Rouge 

724 

Hammond 

628 

Lafayette 

561 

Lake  Charles 

956* 

Monroe 

759 

New  Orleans 

644 

Ruston 

654 

Shreveport 

914 

Total 

6,723 

•Exceeds  Quota 


WORLD  SERVICE 

- O- 

Lifeblood 
of  Our  World  Concern 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  P.  W.  _ 

Walker,  La.,  will  be  honored  at  a 
reception  to  commemorate  their  Golden 
Wedding  Anniversary  on  this  Sunday, 
March  2  at  the  Walker  United  Methodist 
Church.  Formal  invitations  have  not 
been  sent  out,  but  their  many  friends  and 
relatives  are  invited  to  call  at  the  church 
between  the  hours  of  2  and  5  P.M.  to  greet 
the  couple  on  their  special  anniversary. 

The  Sibleys,  before  and  after  retire¬ 
ment.  served  many  Methodist  churches 
in  Livingston,  Ascension,  Tangipahoa, 
St.  Helena  parishes  for  over  40  years. 
Since  their  retirement,  they  have  been 
residents  of  Walker. 


Notice 


Basketball  Tournament 

Church  basketball  teams,  boys 
and/  or  girls,  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  Basketball  Tour¬ 
nament  sponsored  by  First 
Church,  Natchitoches  on  March  15- 
16.  The  tournament  will  be  held  at 
First  Church  on  those  dates. 

For  complete  information, 
please  contact :  Mr.  Nettles  Brown, 
P.O.  Box  762,  Natchitoches,  La. 
71457. 
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Women’s  Caucus:  to  be  or  not  be  Homosexuality  and  modern  psychiatry 
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Caucuses  —  loosely-structured,  structure,  the  meeting  could  only  be 
Unofficial  confederations  of  people  within 
a  larger  group  who  share  common 
concerns  —  occupy  an  honorable  place  in 
the  Methodist  tradition. 

|  Unfettered  by  rigid  structures  or  by 
institutional  thinking,  caucuses 
traditionally  have  been  important  in¬ 
struments  for  both  reform  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  in  the  life  and  workings  of  the 
church. 

j  It  was  a  caucus,  for  example,  the 
Methodist  Federation  of  Social  Service, 
which  addressed  itself  to  the  economic 
injustices  of  the  early  1900’s  and  was 
largely  responsible  for  developing  a 
social  creed  for  Methodism. 

]  More  recently,  the  national  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Caucus  was  formed 
to  promote  the  full  participation  of 
women  in  the  life  and  leadership  of  the 
Church.  Stemming  from  this  effort,  the 
1972  General  Conference  created  a 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  and  enacted  several  other  pieces 
of  legislation  designed  to  give  women  a 
more  prominent  role  in  the  church’s 
leadership. 

There  comes  a  time,  however,  when 
every  caucus  must  decide  if  it  has 
Outlived  its  usefulness,  and  if,  indeed,  its 
continued  existence  might  create  more 
problems  than  it  can  alleviate.  Such  a 
time  of  decision  may  have  come  for  the 
national  Women’s  Caucus  as  a  result  of 
its  Fifth  annual  meeting  recently  in 
Dallas  (see  TM/  UMR,  Feb.  21). 

Beset  by  racial  tensions  and  almost 
neutered  by  a  lack  of  either  focus  or 


termed  destructive  —  not  only  for  the 
women  involved  but  also  for  the  cause  it 
has  worked  so  hard  to  Dromulgate. 

At  this  point,  the  Women’s  Caucus  may 
well  find  that  it  should  "retire,”  and 
leave  its  work  to  the  official  commission 
which  is  now  working  to  keep  the  needs 
and  concerns  of  women  before  the 
church.  It  is  no  disgrace  for  an 
organization  to  decide  it  has  served  its 
initial  purpose  and,  hence,  to  go  out  of 
business. 

It,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Women’s 
Caucus  is  to  continue  in  business,  then 
new  vision  and  commitment  from  a 
broad  base  of  leadership  will  be  required 
to  bring  it  out  of  the  morass  it  now  finds 
itself 

No  organization,  no  matter  how  loosely 
structured,  can  operate  very  long 
without  a  clear  understanding  of  what  its 
job  is,  or  without  lines  of  communication 
that  link  all  its  members  to  common 
goals. 

Certainly  no  church  organization  can 
continue  to  exist  without  the  caring 
concern  of  every  member  for  every  other 
member,  regardless  of  where  they  come 
from,  what  color  their  skin  is,  or  what 
their  political  and  theological  orientation 
may  be. 

If  the  Women’s  Caucus  is  to  survive,  it 
will  have  to  be  because  it  provides  its 
members  with  a  vehicle  through  which 
they  —  despite  their  diversity  —  may  join 
in  seeking  a  common  end:  full  per- 
sonhood  for  all  women  in  Christ’s  church. 


‘Our  greatest  days  still  lie  ahead’ 


In  a  religious  community  —  even  one 
so  large  as  the  United  Methodist  Church 
—  the  death  of  any  member  diminishes 
the  whole  community  of  faith. 

When  one  of  the  church’s  bishops  dies, 
the  loss  is  the  same,  but  is  felt  many 
times  over  because  of  the  thousands  of 
lives  which  have  been  touched  by  that 
one  person’s  life  and  ministry. 

With  the  passing  of  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin  (see  TM/  UMR,  Feb.  21),  the 
earthly  church  lost  one  who  had  served 
his  Lord  faithfully  and  effectively  for 
nearly  78  years. 

Known  for  his  clear  sense  of  purpose 
and  calling,  a  keen  sense  of  humor,  and  a 
quiet,  firm  commitment  to  ac¬ 
complishing  the  task  at  hand,  Paul 
Martin  left  an  indelible  imprint  on  our 
church  at  many  different  levels. 

Those  who  knew  him  best  recall  that  he 
was  always  looking  forward  and  urging 
the  church  to  do  likewise  —  even  in  his 
last  months,  a  characteristic  affirmation 
of  Paul  Martin  was:  "I  believe  the 
greatest  days  for  the  Christian  church 
still  lie  ahead  of  us.” 

The  following  quotation  from  Bishop 
Martin’s  biography  by  Dr.  Walter  Ver¬ 
non  stands  as  both  a  continuing  testi¬ 
mony  to  that  belief  and  a  visionary 
challenge  to  those  of  us  who  continue  to 
labor  for  the  faith : 

"Man  may  walk  with  a  giant  step  on 
the  moon,  but  falter  and  fall  on  the  earth 
where  God  has  placed  him.  The  mission 
of  the  church  must  be  to  create  a  divine 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


fellowship  that  actually  heals  the  wounds 
and  bridges  the  chasms  that  separate  one 
from  another. 

“The  church  owes  the  world  a  steady 
demonstration  of  the  kind  of  spiritual 
unity  that  is  deeper  and  stronger  than 
loyalty  to  nation1  or  class  or  creed. 
Prejudice  and  divisions  must  be 
eliminated  and  unity  and  brotherhood 
must  be  vital  parts  of  this  union  if  it  is  to 
be  a  reality. 

"Religion  must  be  lifted  out  of  the 
realm  of  theory  until  it  becomes  a 
dynamic,  verifiable  experience  based  on 
a  consuming  love  for  all  the  children  of 
God.” 


EDITORS'  NOTE:  This  is  the  second  of 
a  four-part  series  of  articles  on  the  issue 
of  homosexuality  as  it  is  being  raised  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Part  I, 
"Homosexuality:  an  issue  in  the 
making,"  and  an  editorial  regarding  why 
this  issue  is  being  presented  in  this  way 
and  at  this  time  appeared  in  last  week's 
issue.  The  other  two  parts  to  follow  will 
deal  with  "Homosexuality  and  the 
Bible,"  and  "Homosexuality  and  the 
Ministry." 

As  on  all  issues,  TM-UMR  readers  with 
opposing  viewpoints  will  be  provided  an 
opportunity  to  express  themselves 
through  "Letters  to  the  Editor."  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  series,  all  readers  will 
be  offered  an  opportunity  to  express  their  t 
views  via  a  "Question  Box"  survey. 

The  author,  Harvey  N.  Chinn,  is  pastor 
of  the  Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sacramento,  California.  During  his  17- 
year  tenure  in  this  position,  Mr.  Chinn 
has  worked  in  relation  to  the  California 
State  Legislature  on  a  variety  of  moral 
concerns  such  as  gambling,  alcohol, 
marijuana,  pornography  and 
homosexuality.  Mr.  Chinn’s  articles  on 
the  latter  issue  grew  out  of  extensive 
research  and  h is  concern  regarding 
proposals  which  are  likely  to  come  before 
delegates  to  the  1976  General  Conference. 

By  HARVEY  N.  CHINN 
There  is  a  huge  body  of  scientific 
literature  that  can  help  the  United 
Methodist  Church  decide  on  its  stance 
toward  the  homosexual  in  American 
society.  The  church  should  be  grateful  to 
doctors  and  psychiatrists  who  have 
devoted  a  lifetime  to  research  in  this 
complex  field.  There  is  a  growing  volume 
of  research  and  scientific  findings  that 
church  leaders  should  take  time  to  study. 

It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  doctors 
and  psychiatrists  are  never  in  complete 
agreement  on  such  elementary  concerns 
as  the  causes  of  migraine  headaches,  the 
reasons  for  depression,  or  the  causes  of 
antisocial  behavior.  Especially  in 
psychiatry,  there  are  schools  of  thought 
that  are  often  mutually  exclusive.  In 
such  a  sensitive  area  as  homosexuality, 
there  is  no  unanimous  consensus  among 
the  experts  as  to  its  nature  or  its  causes. 
After  considerable  research  in  the 
literature  of  homosexuality,  plus  con¬ 
sultations  with  doctors  and  counselors,  I 
have  sought  to  summarize  the  con¬ 
clusions  of  the  most  authoritative 


medical  findings  on  this  subject. 

The  Sex  Information  and  Education 
Council  of  the  U.S.  (SIECUS)  has  issued 
a  publication  on  homosexuality  in  which 
they  examine  the  definition,  the  extent, 
the  identification,  the  causes  and 
possible  cures  for  homosexuality. 
SIECUS  is  usually  identified  as  a  fairly 
liberal-orientated  organization.  Here  is 
their  judgment  on  the  causes  of 
homosexuality:  "There  is  increasing 
agreement  among  authorities  in  the  field 
that  genetic,  constitutional  or  glandular 
factors  play  little  role  in  the  causation  of 
homosexuality,  whereas  psychological, 
social  and  cultural  factors  do  play  key 
roles.”  This  is  a  most  significant 
statement.  In  other  words,  individuals 
are  not  born  homosexual  through  tricks 
of  their  genes,  they  become  homosexual 
through  “psychological,  social  and 
cultural  factors.” 

Not  inborn,  but  acquired 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Socarides  teaches  in  the 
Albert  Einstein  College  of  Medicine  at 
Yeshiva  University  in  New  York  City.  He 
has  done  extensive  research  in  the  field 
of  homosexuality  and  writes  frequently 
in  medical  journals.  In  the  May  15,  1970, 
issue  of  the  “Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,”  he  writes:  "This 
condition  (homosexuality)  is  not  innate 
or  inborn  but  is  an  acquired,  learned 
maladaptation  arising  from  faulty 
gender  identity  in  the  earliest  stages  of 
life  ,,. .  The  claim  that  homosexuality  is 
simply  a  variant  of  normal  sexual 
behavior  and  exists  alongside 
heterosexuality  as  an  equivalent  ex¬ 
pression  of  adult  sexual  maturation  is 
utterly  false.” 

Dr.  Daniel  Cappon  is  a  Canadian 
psychiatrist  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 
He  has  treated  several  hundred 
homosexuals  and  writes  this  in  his  book, 
“Toward  an  Understanding  of 
Homosexuality”:  “homosexuality,  by 
definition,  is  not  healthy  or  wholesome 
.  .  .  The  homosexual  person,  at  best,  will 
be  unhappier  and  more  unfulfilled  than 
the  sexually  normal  person.  There  are 
emotional  and  physical  consequences  to 
this  protracted  state  of  mental 
dissatisfaction.  At  the  worst,  the 
homosexual  person  will  die  younger  and 
suffer  severe  emotional,  mental,  and 
physical  illness  more  often  than  the 
sexually  normal  person  .  .  .  The  natural 
history  of  the  homosexual  person  seems 
to  be  one  of  frigidity,  impotence,  broken 
personal  relationships,  psychosomatic 
disorders,  alcoholism,  paranoid 
psychosis,  and  suicide.” 

In  a  long  article  summarizing  medical 
research,  "Time”  magazine  came  to  this 
conclusion:  "The  only  thing  most  experts 
agree  on  is  that  homosexuality  is  not  a 
result  of  any  kinky  gene  or  hormone 
predisposition  —  at  least  none  that  can  be 
detected  by  present  techniques.  Male  and 
female  homosexuals  do  not  constitute  a 
‘third  sex’ :  biologically  they  are  full  men 
and  women.” 

An  illness  or  a  gift? 

Dr.  Socarides  has  stated,  "It  must  be 
dkdared  that  homosexuality  is  a  form  of 
emotional  illness,  which  can  be  treated, 
that  these  people  can  be  helped.” 


More  of  God’s  love,  fewer  abstractions,  needed 


To  the  Editor: 

There  may  be  some  value  to  the 
"Appeal  for  theological  affirmation” 
issued  by  a  group  of  "prominent 
Christians”  and  reprinted  in  TM/  UMR 
for  February  14.  But,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  it  is  just  a  mass  of  vague 
generalities,  expressed  in  abstruse 
language,  and  for  all  practical  purposes, 
meaningless. 

Why  can’t  our  leaders  get  back  to  the 
actual  teachings  of  Jesus,  and  abandon 
their  attempt  to  appear  erudite? 
Christianity  holds  the  finest  ideals  the 
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world  has  ever  known,  the  fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  the 
importance  of  love  and  service,  the  two 
great  commandments,  the  sermon  on  the 
Mount  —  all  of  these  and  more.  These  are 
pearls  of  great  price  which  are 
sometimes  lost  sight  of  by  theologians 
who  harp  on  some  obscure  theory  of  what 
religion  is,  or  should  be. 

If  Christianity  is  to  have  any  real 
vitality  for  modern,  educated  people,  it 
must  minister  to  real  human  needs, 
spiritual  as  well  as  physical,  and 
abandon  its  emphasis  on  theological 
abstractions. 

It  is  true  that  we  know  many  things. 
But  there  are  many  things  that  we  do  not 
know  and  can  not  know.  The  most 
powerful  telescope  can  not  discover  the 
edge  of  the  universe,  if  there  is  any  edge. 
Infinity  is  beyond  our  finite  minds. 

Why  are  there  so  many  avowed 
atheists  today?  Because  too  many 
theologians  are  stressing  the  non- 
essentials  of  religion.  I  have  just  finished 
rereading  Hyde’s  "The  Five  Great 
Philosophies  of  Life,”  published  in  1950, 
but  originally  copyrighted  in  1904.  It  may 
be  ah  old  book,  but  it  gives  us  the  real 
message  of  Jesus,  His  gosepl  of  Love. 

Please,  leaders,  give  us  that  —  the  love 
of  God  for  his  human  children  and  the  life 
of  love  which  is  required  of  us.  This  is  the 
message  the  world  needs  today,  not 
quibbling  over  non-essential  details. 

Edna  S.  Kelly 
El  Paso,  Texas 

Hartford  statement  I h rilling 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  thrilled  to  read  about  the 
ecumenical  statement  coming  from  the 
religious  leaders  meeting  in  Hartford.  It 
was  good  to  see  our  prayers  being  an¬ 
swered  through  such  prominent  men. 
Thank  you  for  printing  such  an  edifying 
article  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  31  and  Feb.  7). 

Janet  Chilton 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
A  uelcome  oasis 
To  the  Editor: 

Ah,  you’ve  said  it,  but  succinctly,  and 
without  pulling  any  punches.  What  you 
have  said  in  your  editorial  in  the  Feb.  14 
TM/UMR,  as  your  reaction  to,  and  your 
appraisal  of,  the  Hartford  Theological 
Affirmation,  should  be  shouted  from  the 
housetops  and  from  the  pews  of  our 


churches  so  as  to  be  heard  all  the  way  to 
the  pulpits  of  those  churches. 

The  Hartford  Affirmation  (so-called) 
doesn’t  spend  any  time  in  shadow-boxing 
but  bores  right  in,  and  then  delivers  the 
old  "one-two  punch.”  Then  to  have  a  UM 
publication’s  editor  say:  "We  consider 
the  Hartford  Affirmation  a  welcome  and 
necessary  word  of  judgment,”— well, 
that’s  almost  like  suddenly  coming  upon 
an  oasis  in  he  midst  of  the  Sahara  Desert. 

Being  now  retired  as  a  pastor,  I  have 
occasion  to  get  around  and  hear  many 
other  clergymen  preach  to  their  congre¬ 
gations.  With  some  exceptions,  of  course, 
I  come  home  from  these  so-called 
“Service  of  Celebration”  services  disil¬ 
lusioned,  and  more  than  a  little  heart¬ 
sick.  And  then  when  I  hear  our  laymen 
ask  among  themselves,  and  often  ask 
me— "What  was  the  pastor  trying  to  say 
this  morning?  Does  he  really  mean  what 
he  says?  Doesn’t  he  believe  in  the  Bible 
any  more?”— then  I  find  myself  drained 
of  some  of  the  high  hopes  I  have  held  for 
the  earthly  church  for  the  past  50  years. 
Then  comes  your  pungent  editorial  in  a 
widely-read  United  Methodist  publica¬ 
tion,  and  your  publishing  in  full  of  the 
Hartford  Affirmation.  I  immediately 
take  courage. 

When  the  pastors  of  our  churches,  and 
some  of  the  writers  in  the  hierarchy  of 
our  denomination,  concern  themselves 
primarily  with  the  ^human  potential 
movement,  the  ideologies  ojf  "liberal jpp” 
and  humanist  presuppositions,  then  they 
are  short-changing  our  congregations, 
and  "selling  the  church  short.” 

Editor,  "that’s  really  where  it’s  at!” 
Keep  shouting  it  from  the  housetops— but 
louder— and  longer! 

Roy  C.  Thompson 

Fort  Collins,  Colorado 

Capitulation  to  armed 
raiders  causes  disgust 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  disgusted  with  the  capitulation  of 
the  Alexian  Brothers  to  the  armed 
Menomenee  Indian  raiding  party 
(TM/  UMR,  Feb.  14).  The  Rev.  John  P. 
Adams  of  Methodism’s  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  characterized  the  act  as  "the 
Brothers  were  literally  dipping  into  their 
Christian  consciences  for  a  just  and 
sensitive  solution.” 

Well,  I  hope  that  the  Alexian  Brothers 


will  “dip  into  their  Christian  conscience” 
opce  more  and  pay  the  government  the 
$900,000  (as  per  TV  newscast)  that  it  cost 
to  keep  the  peace  until  they  decided  to 
give  the  Abbey,  and  225  acres  of  land  to 
the  raiding  party  of  armed  Indians. 

Why  didn’t  they  give  the  property 
immediately,  if  it  was  such  a  Chrsitian 
cause?  Better  yet,  why  didn’t  the 
brothers  give  it  to  the  Indians  before  they 

were  invaded?  „ 

M.  Faye  Brown 

Fullerton,  California 
Support  systems ’  article 
left  out  a  major  source 
To  the  Editor: 

Pat  Sites’  story  about  support  systems 
for  ministers  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  31)  is 
important  information.  It  was  welcome. 

But  one  looked  in  vain  for  mention  of 
the  Kansas  Area.  And  yet,  perhaps  no 
area  has  been  more  pioneereing  in  these 
efforts  than  has  this  one.  Bishop  Ernest 
T.  Dixon  Jr.,  and  Bishop  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe,  and  Dr.  Glenn  Matthew  developed 
extensive  programs,  and  Dr.  Matthew 
personally  and  through  his  materials  has 
provided  an  initial  resource  for  a  number 
of  conferences.  The  Kansas  Area  is 
presently  operating  programs  which 
each  year  provide  evaluation  con¬ 
sultation,  cabinet  training,  separation 
seminars,  continuing  education  including 
financial  subsidization,  counseling, 
pastor-parish  relations  committee 
workshops,  support  groups,  early  and 
introductory  appointive  methods,  "first- 
year-out”  seminars,  Bishop’s  con¬ 
sultation  on  each  district,  Board  of 
Ministry  and  District  Committee 
training,  student  care  and  visitation, 
special  appointee  care,  and  C.P.E. 
requirement.  All  of  these  have  been 
operating  for  three  years,  and  many  for 
five. 

When  these  programs  were  developed. 
Dr.  Matthew  sought  for  other  models  to 
examine,  and  they  were  few.  For¬ 
tunately,  they  may  now  be  found  in 
abundance.  A  number  of  us  think  that  no 
small  measure  of  credit  for  useful  and 
practical  support  programs  in  many 
parts  of  the  church  should  go  to  Kansas 
area  people  —  from  its  pastors  and  lay 
people  to  its  Bishops  —  and  especially  to 
Dr.  Matthew.  „  ,  A_ 

Hobart  R.  Hildyard 

Topeka,  Kansas 


The  militant  homophile  organizations 
today  totally  reject  this  conclusion.  The 
"gays”  are  adamant  in  asserting  that 
homosexuality  is  not  a  sickness,  not  a 
weakness,  not  an  inversion,  but  a  nor¬ 
mal,  natural,  God-given  gift.  This  is  the 
one  constant  theme  in  all  of  their 
literature  and  pronouncements:  society 
must  accept  homosexuality  as  a  valid 
life-style.  With  the  same  confidence  that 
the  psychiatrists  quoted  above  have  in 
declaring  homosexuality  to  be  a 
maladaptation  and  unnatural,  the  "gay” 
organizations  flatly  state  that  practicing 
homosexuals  are  whole,  complete,  at¬ 
tractive  individuals. 

The  homophile  organizations  have 
found  some  comfort  in  a  controversial 
action  that  was  taken  by  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association  (APA)  in  April 
of  1974.  For  ten  years,  various  "gay” 
activists  have  agitated  that  the  APA 
should  remove  homosexuality  from  its 
list  of  mental  disorders.  In  December  of 
1973,  the  APA  trustees  decided  to 
eliminate  the  stigmas  on  homosexuality 
as  an  illness.  This  action  set  off  such  a 
furor  inside  the  psychiatrists’ 
organization  that  petitions  were  cir¬ 
culated  forcing  a  referendum  among  the 
20,000  APA  members.  It  marked  the  first 
time  in  the  129-year  history  of  the  APA 
that  the  membership  had  forced  a  vote  on 
the  trustees’  action. 

Psychiatrists  divided 
The  vote  was  announced  in  April.  Of 
the  20,000  members,  5,854  voted  in  favor 
of  the  trustees’  action  (58%),  while  3,810 
voted  against  it  (42%).  The  manner  in 
which  the  vote  was  taken,  plus  the 
closeness  of  the  results,  indicate  a 
continuing  division  among  psychiatrists 
over  the  exact  nature  of  homosexuality. 

In  December  1974,  the  American 
Medical  Association  had  a  similar  battle 
over  the  legality  of  homosexuality.  In  the 
case  of  the  AM  A,  the  delegates  to  their 
annual  clinical  session  overturned  the 
recommendation  of  the  board  of  trustees 
to  liberalize  the  AMA  stand. 

These  contradictory  diaims  are  crucial 
in  determining  the  United  Methodist 
stance  toward  homosexuality.  The  "gay 
caucuses”  tell  us  that  homosexuality  is 
“a  gift  of  God,  beautiful,  poetic, 
spiritual.”  They  become  lyrical  in 
describing  the  intensity  of  two  members 
of  the  same  sex  entering  into  a  tender, 
loving  relationship.  They  demand  to  be 
accepted,  not  as  disturbed  individuals 
needing  help  or  redemption,  but  as  stable 
persons  exercising  a  valid  choice,  nor¬ 
mal  and  natural  in  every  respect. 
Homosexuality  is  pictured  as  no  more 
deviant  than  being  left-handed.  They 
claim  to  .be  “responsible  persons 
engaging  in  responsible  action  in 
responsible  ways.” 

Redeeming  love  is  not  the  issue 
The  issue  that  will  face  the  .1976 
General  Conference  is  not  whether  the 
church  should  extend  redeeming  love 
toward  the  practicing  homosexual.  The 
"gay  caucuses”  are  not  asking  for  help, 
they  are  not  seeking  to  be  healed,  nor 
desiring  the  redemptive  ministry  of  the 
church.  They  are  asking  for  vastly  more : 
complete  acceptance  and  affirmation. 
They  are  saying,  "Here  we  are,  God 
made  us  this  way,  accept  and  celebrate 
our  homosexuality  as  much  as  you  affirm 
and  celebrate  your  heterosexuality.  You 
prefer  heterosexual  partners,  we  prefer 
homosexual  partners;  let  us  join  hands  in 
praising  God  who  created  all  these 
beautiful  choices.” 

The  very  nature  of  homosexuality  is  at 
the  heart  of  the  issue  facing  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  If  the  "gay  caucuses” 
are  right  in  their  .assertion  that 
homosexuality  is  a  constitutional,  inborn, 
genetically-caused,  glandular  condition, 
then  they  are  not  responsible  for  their 
condiyon  any  more  than  the  heterosexual 
is  responsible  for  heterosexuality.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  psychiatrists  quoted 
above  are  correct  that  homosexuality  is  a 
maladaptation,  an  aberration,  and  a 
sickness  that  can  be  cured,  then  the 
church  is  correct  in  its  present  stand :  we 
should  accept  homosexuals  as  recipients 


Harvey  in.  Lninn 


of  God’s  love  and  redemption,  but  not 
affirm  homosexuality  as  a  normal,  God- 
given  way  of  life. 

The  preponderance  of  medical 
evidence  is  that  homosexuality  id*  a 
disorder,  caused  by  unhealthy  childhood 
family  patterns.  Those  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  pursuing  this  further  should 
read  "Homosexuality:  A  Psychoanalytic 
Study  of  Male  Homosexuals,”  by  Irving, 
Bieber,  M.D.,  or  “Growing  Up  Straight,” 
by  Peter  and  Barbara  Wyden,  or  "The 
Changing  Homosexuality  in  the  Male,” 
by  Lawrence  J.  Hatterer,  M.D.,  or 
"Toward  an  Understanding  of  Homosex¬ 
uality,”  by  Daniel  Cappon,  M.D. 

The  patterns  which  these  psychiatrists 
have  observed  repeatedly  is  that  the 
homosexual  male  is  reared  in  a  home  by . 
an  overly-protective,  domineering, 
excessively  intimate  mother,  coupled 
with  a  weak,  distant,  indifferent,  with¬ 
drawn  father.  This  overly-close 
relationship  prevents  the  son  from, 
developing  a  normal  interest  in  persons 
of  the  opposite  sex.  The  father  is  either 
absent,  hostile,  or  belittled.  The  vast> 
literature  on  the  causes  of  homosexuality! 
can  be  summed  up  in  four  words: 
"confusion  concerning  sex  identity.” 

Affirm  responsible  family  life  ^ 

The  United  Methodist  church  would  do y 
much  better  to  emphasize  responsible 
family  life,  rather  than  affirm  • 
homosexuality.  Dr.  Irving  Bieber,  who 
headed  a  number  of  psychiatrists  in  his.» 
landmark  study,  writes:  "We  have  come  • 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  constructive,  ■ 
supportive  warmly  related  father.) 
precludes  the  possibility  of  a  homosexual 
son.”  The  Wydens  state:  "This  much  is 
certain:  it  is  just  about  impossible  for  a ! 
homosexual  to  be  the  product  of  warmly 
loving,  sensible  parents  and  a  sexually' 
well-adjusted  home  atmosphere.”  Dr., 
Hatterer  concurs :  "I  have  never  known  a 
family  yet  where  love,  acceptance  and; 
open  communication  prevailed  that, 
turned  out  a  totally  committed 
homosexual.” 

Homosexuality  can  be  cured.  It  is  a' 
long,  slow  process  involving  many  hours; 
of  counselling.  Dr.  Socarides  states  that 
at  least  one-third  of  life-long,  exclusively 
homosexual  patients  can  eventually' 
become  fully  and  completely  hetero¬ 
sexual. 

A  fascinating  bode  was  published  in. 
1972  entitled  "Straight:  A  Heterosexual 
Talks  About  His  Homosexual  Past.”  It  is. 
the  story  of  a  homosexual  who,  after, 
twenty  years,  left  the  "gay”  world,, 
entered  into  marriage  and  fathered  two. 
children.  He  writes,  "For  twenty  years  I, 
was  a  homosexual;  absolutely  and 
nothing  but.  Today,  y^ars  away  from  all 
that,  my  only  contacts'with  the  gay  world1 
are  personal  friends  left1  dvir  from  the 
past.  I  don’t  miss  the  gay  life.  Most  of  it 
was  not  much  fun  ...  In  my  own  mind 
and  experience  I  have  demolished 
forever  that  colossal  deception:  ‘Once 
gay,  always  gay.’  ” 

St.  Paul  makes  the  obvious  point  in  I 
Cor:  9-11  that  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Corinthian  church  were  formerly, 
practicing  homosexuals,  but  are  now  new 
creatures  in  Christ  Jesus. 

The  church  should  be  grateful  to' 
doctors  and  psychiatrists  who  have 
devoted  their  entire  research  and 
practice  to  studying  homosexuality.  We 
should  heed  their  findings.  The  bulk  of\ 
medical  research  concludes  that1; 
homosexuality  is  not  a  normal,  healthy' 
condition,  but  the  result  of  an  unfortunate 
and  unnatural  home  environment  that! 
distorts  a  child’s  self-image  and  leads  to 
maladjusted  sexual  behavior. 

If  the  findings  summarized  in  this 
article  are  correct,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  extend  a  redemptive 
ministry  toward  the  victims  of 
homosexuality,  but  not  affirm 
homosexual  behavior  as  consistent  with 
Christian  morality.  Above  all,  the  church 
should  not  ordain  these  unfortunate 
persons  to  the  g  os  Del  ministry. 
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Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adverblng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  M.73 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  *1.00  per  Insertion 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  Requires  a  person  with  a 
Bachelor's  Degree  from  an  accredited  college 
or  university.  Prefer  a  person  with  a  major  In 
vocal  or  choral  music.  Must  have  a  personality  , 
that  will  attract  children  and  the  ability  to 
work  with  children  under  emotional  stress. 
CONTACT:  Personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  Texas  78708, 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  *2.50  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.'s. 
ellzabe  th’s  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  29351. 
Houston.  Texas  77006. 

ORIENT.  VISITING  Japan.  Taiwan.  Philip- 
pines.  Singapore.  Thailand,  Hong  Kong, 
Bangkok.  Alaska.  From  Dallas  via  Seattle. 

May  31-June  21.  Deluxe  hotels.  Bess 
Louder  milk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas,  Texas  75205. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  EDUCATION 
wanted  far  700-member  church.  Parsonage 
furnished.  Salary  negotiable  in  keeping  with 
training  and  experience.  Write:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O.  466,  Milan,  Tenn. 

38358. 

INCREASE  MEMBERSHIP,  pay  special 
attention  to  visitors.  Church  visitor  ribbons, 
registration  cards,  badges,  direct  from 
manufacturer.  Free  samples.  Personality 

Plus.  Box  181-A,  Hermitage.  Tenn.  37078. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  Full  time  music 
ministry  for  qualified  choral  director.  Adult, 
youth  and  graded  children's  choirs.  Downtown 
church  —  2200  members.  Negotiable  salary 
plus  pension  plan.  Write  for  application  (sms 
to:  Business  Manager,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.  O.  Box  1138.  St.  Petersburg.  Fla. 

33731. 

ANNUAL  FINANCE  COUNSEL  available  on 
contract  basis  for  1975.  Calendar  currently 
flexible  to  your  congregation’s  needs. 
Cavanaugh  Associates,  915  Kern  Drive.  El 
Paso.  Texas  79902,  (915  )  533-8759. 

YOUR  SPARE  BOOKS  of  trading  stamps  will 
help  get  a  mini  bus  for  Eliza  Johnson  Center, 
nursing  home  for  aged  Negroes  In  Houston. 
Texas.  Label  "Stamps.”  Mall  to:  First 
Methodist  Church.  1320  Main,  Houston.  TX. 

77002. 

FIVE  FABULOUS  WEEKS  AROUND 
WORLD:  Hawaii,  Japan.  Taiwan.  Hong  Kong. 
Thailand.  India.  Nepal.  Holy  Land,  Athens, 
Vienna.  Budapest.  Optional  return  via 
Afghanistan.  Kiev,  Moscow.  Leningrad.  ( 

Sightseeing;  Interviewing  leaders  In  govern- 
ment,  missions,  media,  etc.  Depart  July  8.  1 

Free  brochure:  Robert  Panzer.  700  D.  Aval? 
Coronado.  CA.  92118.  i 

YOUTH  MINISTER:  Dedicated  and  per¬ 
sonable  Christian  qualified  to  direct  an  active 
education  and  fellowship  program  for  all 
school  ages.  Downtown  church  —  2200 
members.  Negotiable  salary  plus  pension 
plan.  Write  for  application  forms  to:  Business 
Manager,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P. 

O.  Box  1138,  St.  Petersburg.  Fla.  33731. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J.  | 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllng  Dr,,  . 
Waco,  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  799-5049. 

OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY?  Retire  on  Moo- 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement  ' 1 
home.  Entry  and  moothly  fees  provide  com- 
prehenslve  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser-  r, 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  83950.  (408) -375-5129. 

,  UPS  AND  RHINE  PLUS:  Six  days  In  the 

Alps.  Three-day  Rhine  cruise.  Paris, 
Amsterdam  and  London.  June  17  to  July  6. 

*1787  from  Houston,  *1609  from  New  York.  For 
free  brochure,  write:  Rev.  Frederick  Marsh, 

1320  Main  St..  Houston.  Texas  77002.  PAN 

Qive  the  gift  [ 
of  Easter  love. 

a/l  cross  of  cultured  diamonds. 


Tell  her  you  love  her  in  a  spen.il  w.iy 
this  Easter  time.  Send  today  for  this 
lovely  2'/:  inch  high  Florentine  crow, 
made  of  25  carats  of  cultured  diamond? 
diamonds  made  by  a  special  man-mad 
process.  Each  cross  comes  m  a  beautifi 
velvet  finish  gift  box  anil  a  separate 
shipping  carton. 

This  cultured  diamond  cross  > 
i  an  be  yours  for  only  S°.Q5. 

Mail  your  check  or  money 
ordei  today  to: 

Cross  of  Love 
P.O.  Drawer  18885  f 
Lenox  Square  f 

Station  f 

Atlanta.  .  #** 

Georgia  f  _gr 

30326  K  '  * 
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Church  ‘ peace  corps 9  ?  ;  i  > 

New  outreach  proposed 


6 God  does  not  create  human  misery 9 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist 
missionary  outreach  overseas  may  take 
some  interesting  twists  starting  next 
year  if  recommendations  now  being 
drafted  by  a  special  sub-committee  in  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  become  program. 

The  recommendations,  now  being 
prepared  for  the  consideration  of  the 
entire  board  at  its  semi-annual  meeting 
in  Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  during  late  April, 
call  for  creation  of  (1)  a  program  for 
sending  “subsistence  level”  short  term 
missionaries  overseas  and  (2)  a 
“mission  interaction  program”  to  in¬ 
volve  more  ethnic  minority  persons  in 
missions  work. 

The  two  new  programs  were  “affirmed 
in  principle”  by  the  Research  and 
Development  Committee  of  the  board’s 
World  Division  (the  agency  responsible 
for  foreign  missions  outreach)  at  a 
meeting  of  the  division  earlier  this 
month.  This  gave  the  green  light  to 
persons  drawing  up  the  recom¬ 


mendations  to  carry  on  with  working  out 
the  details  of  the  new  programs. 

Although  both  potential  programs  are 
in  very  rough  form  at  this  time,  they  are 
apparently  pointed  in  the  following 
directions: 

•  Subsistence  level  program  —  This 
program  woula  send  persons  or  teams  of 
persons  overseas  to  work  and  live  with 
nationals  in  conditions  closer  to  the 
economic  and  cultural  lives  of  the 
countries  involved.  Although  persons 
designing  the  program  strongly  protest 
the  use  of  the  term  “church  peace  corps” 
to  describe  the  program,  it  appears  that 
in  terms  of  living  conditions  and  financial 
support  it  would  be  similar. 

Part  of  the  thinking  behind  such  a 
program  is  that  it  would  provide  chur¬ 
ches  overseas  with  an  intimate,  cross- 
cultural  missionary  resource  of  a  type 
which  career  missionaries  cannot  be 
expected  to  become.  At  the  same  time,  it 
would  allow  persons  interested  in  short¬ 
term  service  a  better  outlet  than 
previously  has  been  offered. 

Critics  of  the  program  claim  that  in  a 
time  when  recruitment  of  “full  support” 


Committee  opposes 
homosexual  pastors 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  An 
executive  committee  of  the  official 
church  body  directly  responsible  for  the 
ordained  ministry  has  issued  a  statement 
here  opposing  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Declaring  that  a  position  statement  in 
the  denomination’s  Book  of  Discipline 
“precludes  the  ordination  of  self- 
proclaimed  homosexuals,"  the  release 
came  from  the  executive  committee  of 
the  denomination’s  division  of  ordained 
ministry,  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  Committee  chairman  is  Bishop 
Don  Holder,  of  Lincoln,  Neb. 

The  statement  opposing  ordination  of 
homosexuals  follows  statements  ap¬ 
proving  it  taken  by  several  church  bodies 
in  recent  months:  the  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries,  and  the  National  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Caucus. 

The  statement  reads: 

Ordination  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  the  authentication  of  a  person’s 
response  to  God’s  call.  It  is  conferred  by 
the  church  when,  in  its  careful  judgment, 
the  candidate’s  gifts  and  graces  are 
deemed  such  as  to  enable  the  fulfillment 
of  the  ministries  of  Christ.  We  believe 
God  calls  whom  He  wills  for  both  the 
edification  and  judgment  of  the  church. 
By  working  through  a  regular  and  .or;, 
derly  process,  tlie  church  seeks  to  per¬ 
ceive  more  clearly  those  whom  God  has 
called.  In  the  United  Methodist  Church 
this  process  begins  with  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  a  local  congregation, 
continues  through  validation  by  the 
district  committee  on  the  ministry  and  is 
finalized  by  the  annual  conference  on 
recommendation  of  the  Board  of  the 
Ministry. 

These  bodies  have  as  general  norms 
for  qualifying  all  candidates  the  in¬ 
terpretation  of  Scripture,  the  traditions 


of  the  church,  academic  preparations 
and  spiritual  formations  accompanied  by 
recommendations  from  responsible 
persons  influential  in  the  candidate’s 
development.  Any  of  these  norms  or  any 
combination  of  them  may  mitigate 
against  a  person’s  ordination. 

However,  regarding  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  most  explicit.  The  Statement  of 
Social  Principles  adopted  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  says,  in  part: 

“.  .  .  Homosexuals  no  less  than 
heterosexuals  ■  are  persons  of  sacred 
worth,  who  need  the  ministry  and 
guidance  of  the  church  in  their  struggles 
for  human  fulfillment,  as  well  as  the 
spiritual  and  emotional  care  of  a 
fellowship  which  enables  reconciling 
relationships  with  God,  with  others,  and 
with  self.  Further  we  insist  that  all 
persons  are  entitled  to  have  their  human 
and  civil  rights  ensured,  though  we  do  not 
condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
and  consider  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.”  (Par.  II  C 
“Discipline”)  1972 

This  statement  declares  homosexual 
practice  to  be  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.  It  thereby  precludes 
the  ordination  of  self-proclaimed 
homosexuals  to  the  ordained  ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Notwithstanding,  there  is  a  continuing 
need  to  extend  the  study,  research  and 
reflection  of  sexual  orientation  and  ex¬ 
pression.  The  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  is  committee  to  collecting 
responsibly  researched  data  which  might 
assist  in  providing  a  clearer  in¬ 
terpretation  and  basis  for  review  of 
questions  related  not  only  to  human 
sexuality  but  other  issues  related  to  the 
professional,  emotional,  moral,  spiritual 
and  academic  standards  required  for 
ordination  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


the  church  today 


Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  meet  in  March 

CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  The  future  of 
the  largest  racial  minority  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  the  major 
agenda  item  when  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  (BMCR)  assemble  here 
March  19-22  for  the  organization’s  eighth 
annual  meeting. 

“If  we  are  to  be  yet  alive  in  Methodism, 
the  challenge  is  revival  in  all  of  what  that 
word  means  in  history,  tradition  and  the 
Black  religious  experience,”  said  the 
Rev.  Clayton  E.  Hammond,  Dover,  Del., 
national  chairman  of  BMCR,  in  a 
Statement  circulated  with  the  call  for  the 
ineeting. 

j  “This  is  so  critical  for  us  that  it  is  our 

Judicial  Council 
to  rule  on  plan 
[for  Mississippi 

i  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  Legal 
challenges  to  an  innovative  but  con¬ 
troversial  districting  plan  in  Mississippi 
Will  top  the  docket  for  the  United 
Methodist  Judicial  Council  at  its  spring 
^neeting. 

j  The  denomination’s  “supreme  court” 
Will  meet  April  2-6  at  Hiltonhead,  S.  C.  Its 
president  is  Dr.  Ralph  M.  Houston  of  Ft. 
pierce,  Fla. 

[  The  major  challenge  comes  from 
jbnited  Methodism’s  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  which  for  more  than 
p  year  has  been  viewing  the  Mississippi 
plan  with  some  suspicion  but  with 
willingness  to  “wait  and  see”  as  to  its 
actual  application.  It  has  petitioned  for  a 
declaratory  decision  to  determine  the 
(constitutionality  of  both  the  plan  and  its 
administration. 

f  The  plan,  voted  in  1973  and  effective 
Jlast  June,  gives  each  of  the  two 
(Mississippi  annual  conferences  only  two 
(districts,  with  each  served  by  one  black 
land  three  white  superintendents.  It 
(contrasts  with  the  traditional  Methodist 
(system  of  one  superintendent  to  ad- 
Jminister  each  district. 

’  A  separate  request  to  determine 
.(legality  of  the  plan  comes  from 
(Mississippi  Conference. 


only  hope  for  the  future,”  Mr.  Hammond 
continued.  ‘ ‘Ilf’s  that,  or  oblivion.  Total 
absorption  and  assimilation  are  the 
grave  alternative.” 

There  are  an  estimated  415,000  blacks 
among  the  10,063,046  United  Methodists 
in  the  U.S. 

Ethnics  ask  renewed 
emphasis  on  special 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  A  renewed 
emphasis  on  the  United  Methodist 
Human  Relations  Day  offering  has  been 
urged  by  representatives  of  ethnic 
minority  caucuses  and  administrators  of 
programs  funded  by  the  collection. 

“Vital  training  programs  and  essential 
services  in  ethnic  minority  communities 
are  fully  dependent  upon  the  offering,” 
the  representatives  said  in  a  statement. 
Those  churches  which  have  not  yet 
received  the  offering  in  1975  are  urged  to 
designate  a  Sunday  after  Easter. 

The  offering  supports  United  Method¬ 
ist  Voluntary  Service,  community 
developers,  police-community  relations 
and  training  progress  for  American 
Indians,  Hispanic  Americans,  Asian 
Americans  and  other  minority  groups. 
Annual  goal  is  $1,000,000  and  $474,000  was 
received  in  1974. 

Dublin  in  1976:  World 
Methodist  Conference 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.  C.  (UMC)  - 
The  13th  World  Methodist  Conference 
will  be  held  August  25-31,  1976,  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  it  was  announced  here  February 
19  by  the  Rev.  Lee  F.  Tuttle,  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
(WMC). 

Dr.  Tuttle  said  that  Dublin  was  chosen 
after  it  became  necessary  to  move  the 
sessions  from  Singapore  because  of 
difficulties  with  accommodations.  The 
Royal  Dublin  Society  facilities  will  be 
used  for  the  conference  and  concurrent 
sessions  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

The  1976  sessions  will  come  on  the  95th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council.  Dublin  is  the  site  from 
which  John  Wesley,  founder  of 
Methodism,  wrote  his  famous  “Letter  to 
a  Roman  Catholic”  on  July  18,  1749. 

The  last  previous  World  Methodist 
Conference  was  held  in  Denver,  Colo.,  in 
1971. 


missionaries  is  difficult,  such  a  sub¬ 
sistence  program  is  "building  another 
Edsel.”  They  charge  it  would  not  only  be 
difficult  to  recruit  missionaries  for,  but 
that  those  missionaries  recruited  would 
be  upper  middle-class,  white  youths  who 
could* ‘‘afford”  such  service. 

•  Mission  interaction  program  —  This 
program  appears  to  be  more  in  a  state  of 
limbo  at  this  point  than  the  subsistence 
program.  According  to  Ms.  Pat  Pat¬ 
terson,  chairperson  of  the  subcomm.ttee 
responsible  for  the  programs,  the  basic 
idea  is  to  find  a  form  of  mission  which 
would  attract  ethnic  minority 
missionaries. 

“So  far  the  church  has  been  somewhat 
of  a  failure  in  attracting  minority  per¬ 
sons  to  missionary  service,”  she  said. 
“We  want  to  discover  in  this  program 
ways  to  attract  such  missionaries  and  to 
implement  programs  along  that  line.” 

Since  the  approval  in  principle  of  the 
program  earlier  this  month,  Ms.  Pat¬ 
terson’s  committee  has  been  seeking 
imput  from  ethnic  minority  persons  in  an 
effort  to  develop  a  specific  program. 
That  program  may  eventually  involve 
short  term  interaction  (six  months  to  two 
years)  between  American  ethnics  and 
nationals  in  other  countries. 

“There  is  very  little  in  either  of  these 
programs  which  is  for  certain  at  this 
point,”  Ms.  Patterson  said.  “These  are 
right  now  our  two  main  possibilities, 
nothing  more.” 

If  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  April,  the  two  progriims 
could  go  into  effect  in  some  form  as  early 
as  next  January.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  program  would  replace  any  existing 
programs,  but  would  be  in  addition  to 
outreach  already  underway  through  the 
World  Division. 


Archbishop  Don  Helder  Camara 


TORONTO,  Ont.  (RNS)  —  “The  real  God  does  not  like  or 
create  human  misery,”  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  Dom 
Helder  Camara  said  here.  “We  do  it  by  our  own  injustices.’ 

Often  gesturing  with  his  hand,  the  Brazilian  prelate 
criticized  people  who  piously  say  poverty  is  God’s  will  and 
religious  groups  who  are  preoccupied  with  their  own  internal 
affairs. 

“Religion  that  concerns  itself  only  with  its  domestic 
needs,”  he  said,  “is  worse  than  useless  and  should  be  got  rid 
of.” 

The  archbishop  came  to  Canada  to  participate  in  “Ten 
Days  for  World  Development,”  a  joint  project  of  the 
Anglican,  Roman,  United  Presbyterian  and  Lutheran 
Churches. 

Archbishop  Camara,  66,  of  Recife  and  Olinda,  in  a  poor 
area  of  northeastern  Brazil,  called  for  unity  among  people 
everywhere  who  desire  “a  more  truly  human,  global 
family.” 

He  addressed  an  overflow  crowd  of  1,350  at  the  forum 
sponsored  by  the  Toronto  Star,  where  his  tiny  figure 
dominated  the  hall  with  the  sheer  force  of  his  passion. 

The  archbishop,  selected  in  1974  as  one  of  1 1  Christians  of 
world  influence  by  a  group  of  Protestant  magazine  editors, 
defended  himself  against  charges  that  he  is  “a  Fidel  Castro 
in  a  priest’s  robe.” 

“When  a  priest  or  a  bishop  goes  about  giving  money, 
clothes  or  food  to  the  poor,  they  say,  ‘He  must  be  a  saint’,” 
the  archbishop  said.  “But  if  this  same  man  demands  justice, 
they  call  him  a  red  bishop  or  a  Communist.” 

Of  those  who  keep  telling  him  that  if  only  Brazilians 
worked  strongly  and  honestly,  they  would  be  rich,  he  thun¬ 
dered:  “It’s  just  not  true.  The  poor  are  trapped  ...  We  get 
aid  and  then  lose  it  in  the  halls  of  trade.” 

“Is  it,”  he  asked,  “just  a  coincidence  that  the  great  gap 
that  is  widening  between  Third  World  Countries  and  the 
developed  nations  runs  along  racial  lines? 

“Africa  is  black.  Asia  is  yellow.  Latin  America  is  brown  — 
and  you  are  white.” 

Archbishop  Camara  praised  Canadian  aid  to  Latin 
America,  but  warned  Canadians  against  “washing  your 
hands  of  the  real  problem  to  be  faced  —  “the  inequities  of 
current  international  trade  patterns  that  continue  to  benefit 
the  rich  at  the  expense  of  the  poor. 

Ironically,  Archbishop  Camara  spoke  in  a  theatre 
decorated  with  barbed  wire  and  tall  sentry  boxes,  props  for  a 
play  based  on  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn’s  description  of  Soviet 
prison  camps. 


Conference  launches  new  project 

Churchpersons  come  to  grips  with  conflict 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

MISSION  SPRINGS,  Ca.  —  How  do 
parents  react  when  they  learn  their 
children  snub  traditional  religious  atti¬ 
tudes  about  sex? 

How  do  church  members  handle  their 
emotions  when  a  feud  with  the  pastor 
breaks  into  the  open? 

What  does  a  church  composed  mainly 
of  small  farmers  do  when  they  see  union 
organizers  invading  their  employees? 

Conflict!  An  inevitable  fact  of;  modern 
living. 

One  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ference  has  decided  to  see  if  methods  to 
cope  constructively  with  personal  and 
social  conflict  can  be  designed.  In  what 
may  prove  to  be  the  most  ambitious 
.attempLyet  to  help  church  persons  deal 
with  conflict,  the  California-Nevada 
Conference  launched  a  multi-phased 
project  here  this  month. 

At  a  retreat  center  amid  the  redwood 
forest  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains,  36 
members  and  resource  persons  from  the 
conference  braved  a  three-day  “Con¬ 
sultation  on  Conflict”  designed  to 
produce  data  and  useable  models  for 
local  church  persons  in  coping  with 
conflict. 

What  emerged  was  not  a  finished 
product  which  any  person  or  church 
might  pick  up  to  solve  a  particular 
problem.  But  enough  data  and  possible 
designs  were  forthcoming  to  give  con¬ 
ference  leaders  confidence  that  with 
further  refinement,  a  useable  program 
will  be  presented  for  adoption  by  the 


annual  conference  when  it  meets  early 
this  summer. 

The  consultation  identified  two  major 
concerns:  first,  the  realization  that 
conflict  can  be  managed  so  personal 
hurts  and  destructive  effects  may  be 
minimized;  and  second,  that  persons  in 
the  church  can  head-off  potentially 
destructive  conflict  by  recognizing  the 
forces  which  lead  to  it. 

Changing  sexual  attitudes,  the 
evangelical  vs.  social  action  polarity, 
and  the  racial  issue  headed  the  list  of 
priority  conflicts  facing  the  church  as 
seen  by  over  one-half  of  the  participants. 

Into  the  consultation  mix  of  lay  and 
clergy  persons  from  across  the  con¬ 
ference  were  added  persons  of  special 
skills:  a  marriage  counselor,  a 
‘‘futurist”  frofn  a  “think-tank’ J  fcom- 


seling  professor  at  Pacific  School  of 
Religion,  helped  the  group  to  understand 
that  conflict  is  not  only  normal  but  also 
inevitable.  He  said  the  productive 
potential  of  conflict  has  been  “largely 
ignored”  by  Christianity  and  this 
avoidance  tends  to  make  the  church 
“irrelevant.” 

Dr.  Leslie  urged  the  group  to  realize 
that  all  conflict  stirs  the  anxiety  level  of 
persons  and  threatens  their  self-image. 
“When  a  person  uses  up  all  his/  her 
energy  defending  the  self-image,”  he 
said,  “that  person  has  none  left  over  to 
consider  new  data  and  possible  alter¬ 
natives.” 

Dr.  Leslie  said  that  in  inter-personal 
conflict,  “one  always  needs  to  ask  ‘How 
is  a  person’s  self-image  threatened?’ 
After  dealing  openly  with  that  question, 


pany,  a  personnel  specialist  from  a  -  one  is  better  able  to  deal  with  the  sub¬ 


major  corporation,  and  three  seminary 
professors:  one  in  pastoral  counseling, 
one  in  theology  and  one  in  religious 
studies.  Dr.  Wayne  M.  Lindecker, 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship,  Nashville,  Tn.,  served  as 
process  leader  for  the  group. 

The  first  barrier  hurdled  by  par¬ 
ticipants  was  the  belief  that  conflict  in 
the  church  is  a  "no-no,”  as  one  person 
put  it.  Coming  from  local  churches  where 
conflict  is  usually  avoided  at  all  costs,  the 
group  saw  refusal  to  face  forces  building 
toward  conflict  as  a  major  contributor 
toward  disruptive  and  harmful  results 
when  the  conflict  finally  breaks  into  the 
open. 

Dr.  Robert  C.  Leslie,  pastoral  coun- 


Rev.  Jerry  Angrove,  Live  Oak  UMC  pastor  from  Santa  Cruz,  Ca.,  listens  intently 
to  Dr.  Robert  Leslie  discuss  the  threat  to  a  person’s  self-image  in  inter-personal 
conflicts. 

Communications  clinic 
scheduled  for  April 


stantive  issues  of  conflict  and  to  develop 
an  establishment  of  trust  for  real  com¬ 
munication  and  listening.” 

The  usual  “life-cycle”  of  a  conflict  that 
brings  destructive  relationships  was 
described.  Its  seven  steps  included: 
1)  an  issue  is  presented;  2)  the  issue 
disrupts  the  equilibrium  of  the  group; 

3)  previously  suppressed  issues  surface; 

4)  more  and  more  of  the  opponent’s 
beliefs  enter  the  disagreement;  5)  the 
opponent  appears  totally  bad; 
6)  charges  are  made  against  the  op¬ 
ponent  as  a  person;  and  7)  the  dispute 
becomes  independent  of  the  original 
disagreement. 

To  counteract  such  destruction,  par¬ 
ticipants  discussed  four  common  sense 
guidelines  to  use  ip,  analyzing  and 
managing  conflict.  First,  define  the 
conflict  by  identifying  the  actual  issue  or 
issues  involved.  Next,  outline  the  history 
of  how  the  group  arrived  at  the  point  of 
present  disagreement.  Third,  understand 
each  point  of  view.  And  finally,  negotiate 
a  solution. 

The  participants  were  aware  that  not 
everyone  in  a  dispute  will  play  by  those 
rules.  They  also  struggled  with  other 
tough  questions :  How  can  I  know  when  I 
am  emotionally  involved  in  the  dispute? 
How  can  I  maintain  my  integrity  while 
affirming  another’s  integrity?  How  can  I 
know  my  own  limits  in  dealing  with  an 
issue  of  high  intensity? 

To  every  question  about  a  solution  to 
conflict  came  the  recurring  answer: 
create  an  atmosphere  of  trust  in  which 
feelings,  emotions  and  issues  can  be 
heard  and  discussed  openly  and  honestly. 

As  the  consultation  drew  to  a  close,  the 
group  selected  three  models  for  further 


refinement  from  among  11  possibilities 
presented  by  small  groups.  Two  models 
focused  on  district  and  sub-district 
workshops  for  lay  and  clergy  persons  to 
be  trained  in  “managing”  conflict.  The 
third  offered  a  detailed  masterplan  to 
incorporate  the  resources  of  the  annual 
conference  to  prepare  local 
congregations  to  deal  constructively  with 
conflict. 

In  its  1974  session,  the  California- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference  set  priorities 
of  need  based  on  a  wide  sampling  of 
concerns  voiced  by  local  churches. 
Following  the  number  one  priority, 
“spiritual  growth,”  was  number  two, 
“dealing  with  conflict.”  Dr.  Arthur 
Thurman,  conference  council  director, 
set  about  to  organize  a  taskforce  of  seven 
persons  who  in  turned  planned  the 
consultation  and  will  present  the  final 
program  to  the  conference  for  adoption. 


Ms.  Margery  Ruby,  Modesto,  Ca., 
chairperson  of  the  Conflict  Management 
task  force,  asks  for  clarification. 
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DALLAS  (UMN)  —  One  of  the  first 
attempts  to  bring  together  United 
Methodist  Christian  educators  and  media 
communicators  for  a  common  clinical 
training  experience  is  scheduled  here 
April  1-3. 

Dr.  Donald  P.  Ely,  director  of  the 
Center  for  Study  of  Information  and 
Education,  Syracuse  University,  will 
head  a  leadership  team  assembled  by  Dr. 
B.  F.  Jackson,  Denver,  director  of  the  Ira 
J.  Taylor  Educational  Resource  Library 
at  11  iff  School  of  Theology. 

“We  expect  about  100  participants  to 
build  their  own  training  program  during 
the  three  days,”  said  Dr.  Jackson.  “Only 
three  time  blocks  are  structured  for  the 
total  group  together  with  other  modules 
available  for  hands-on  workshops,  on-site 
laboratory  trips  and  face-to-face  rap 
sessions.” ojlftq  addition,  self-contained 
minl-modvJes*,  patterned  after  the 
daytime  modules,  will  be  offered  for  part 
time  Registrants. 


Dr.  Ely,  nationally  recognized  in  the 
application  of  media  to  the  classroom, 
will  detail  specific  ways  in  which  local 
churches  can  employ  communications 
media  for  Christian  education. 

The  keynote  for  the  clinic  will  be  a 
major  address  by  Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts, 
Nashville,  editor  of  United  Methodist 
Church  School  Publications. 

Annual  conference  teams  composed  of 
Christian  educators  and  media  com¬ 
municators;  pastors  and  laity;  district 
superintendents  and  conference  officials 
from  throughout  the  U.  S.  are  expected  to 
register  for  the  communications  clinic. 

A  pre-requisite  for  the  educator/com¬ 
municator  registrants  will  be  a  protable 
cassette  tape  recorder  and  blank  record¬ 
ing  tapes.  There  is  a  $35  registrat¬ 
ion  fee  which  includes  the  two  luncheons 
with  scheduled  major  presentations. 
Registration  inquiries  should  be  directed 
to:  Communications  Clinic,  P.O.  Box  990, 
Dallas,  TX.  75221. 


As  resident  bishop  of  the  Houston  Area,  Paul  Martin  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  consecration  of  El  Buen  Pastor  Church.  San 
Antonio.  Pictured  with  Bishop  Martin  [second  from  left]  are 
the  Rev.  Luiz  Gomez,  the  Rev.  Simon  Nieto  and  Dr.  Alfredo 
Nonez,  district  superintendents  in  the  Rio  Grande  Conference. 
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During  the  early  fifties,  the  Rev.  J. 
Albert  Gatlin,  Bishop  Martin  and  the 
Rev.  Lee  Anderson  celebrated  the 
dedication  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Leponto,  Ark. 


During  his  1965  travels  to  Nishinomiya, 
Japan,  Bishop  Martin  visited  Kwansei 
Gakuin  College,  a  project  of  the  Houston 
Area  of  the  UMC. 


Houston  Area  Bishop  Martin  consecrated  Westminster 
United  Methodist  Church.  Houston,  during  his  second 
quadrennium  as  resident  bishop  there. 


“In  the  77  years  of  his  life,  Bishop  Martin  made  a  very  great  contribution  to  the  work  of  the  church  and  the  work  of  the 
Kingdom.*’  (Bishop  William  C.  Martin,  retired  bishop  of  the  Arkansas  Area) 

“Paul  Martin  has  enlarged  our  vision.  He  has  strengthened  our  faith.  He  has  increased  our  joy  and  made  our  labors 
together  a  source  of  great  blessing.”  (Bishop  0.  Eugene  Slater  of  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference) 

“Bishop  Martin  was  a  man  of  foresight  and  insight  who  devoted  his  life  to  furthering  the  institutions  which  embody 
mankind’s  highest  ideals.”  (Mr.  C.  A.  Tatum,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  SMU  Board  of  Trustees) 


“Bishop  Martin  represented  Methodism  around  the  world.  His  influence  was  widespread.  He  was  a  greatly  respected 
leader  wherever  he  went,  and  he  was  received  with  great  appreciation,  affection  and  love.”  (Bishop  0.  Eugene  Slater 
the  Southwest  Texas  Conference) 

“Preaching  stood  at  the  very  top  of  his  efforts  to  fulfill  his  holy  ministry.  There  was  a  quality  about  his  voice  that  took  the 
message  that  was  being  proclaimed  and  fed  it  right  into  the  mind  and  heart  of  those  who  heard  it.  But  it  was  the  content, 
course,  that  meant  so  much.  There  was  something  about  his  preaching  that  we  can  never  forget.”  (Bishop  William  C. 
Martin,  retired  bishop  of  the  Arkansas  Area) 


In  Memoriam:  Bishop  Paul  Elliott  Martin- 1897  - 1975 


“Who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ?  Shall  tribulation, 
or  distress,  or  persecution,  or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or 
sword?  .  .  .  No,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  him  who  loved  us.  For  I  am  sure  that  neither  death,  nor 
life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to 
come,  nor  powers,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  anything  else  in  all 
creation,  will  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord.”  [Romans  8:35,  37-39] 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin,  upon 
his  retirement  from  the  episcopacy  in 
1968. 


“When  one  speaks  of  Paul 
Martin's  relationship  to  the 
church,  he  is  speaking  of  the 
most  intimate  and  personal 
fellowship  of  his  entire  life, 
outside  the  family  itself.  The 
church  was  an  overarching 
reality  that  represented  to 
him  God’s  best  plan  and 
purpose  for  the  entire  race.  He 
loved  the  church  with  his 
whole  heart.”  (Bishop  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Martin,  retired  bishop 
of  the  Arkansas  Area) 
“Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin 
have,  through  their  leader¬ 
ship,  helped  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  come  to  a  new  under¬ 
standing  of  the  greatness  of 
the  Christian  Kingdom  ideal." 
(Dr.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  for¬ 
mer  Editor  of  the  “Arkansas 
Methodist”  and  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist”) 


BUM 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Martin  pose  in  front  of  the  building  named 
in  their  honor  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly,  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  retreat  center  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 


“1/  the  church  can  declare  the  major  emphases  which  have 
always  made  it  great;  if  it  boldly  moves  out  in  new  paths;  if  it  will 
assume  its  proper  leadership  against  all  un-Christian  conditions;  if 
it  will  proclaim  a  faith  of  world  character  and  importance,  an 
unsurpassed  opportunity  for  accomplishing  the  salvation  of 
mankind  awaits  it.”  [ Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin:  Episcopal  Message, 
1960 ] 

“Our  church  can  be  used  of  God  in  this  period  of  crucial  testing. 
But  we  need  a  fresh  baptism  of  enthusiasm  for  our  task.  The 
foundation  of  the  Christian  church  has  always  been  the  conviction 
that  we  are  divine  society  and  that  it  is  worth  a  man's  offering  his 
life  —  yes,  giving  his  life  for  the  preservation  of  that  divine  body.” 
[ Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin:  Statement  to  the  National  Meeting  of 
District  Superintendents,  Chicago ] 

“I  believe  that  the  church  has  its  most  glorious  days  ahead  of  it.” 
[Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin:  Retirement  from  episcopacy,  1968 ] 


Highlights  of  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin's  life 


•  1915:  Entered  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas. 

•  1935-38:  Served  as  Superintendent  of  the  Wichita  Falls  District. 

•  1944:  Elected  to  the  episcopacy.  Resident  bishop  of  Arkan¬ 
sas/  Louisiana  Area,  1944-60,  and  Houston  Area,  1960-68. 

•  1960-68:  Presided  over  the  United  Methodist  Council  on  World 
Service  and  Finance. 

•  1961-62:  Chaired  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

•  1968:  Retired  from  the  episcopacy. 

•  1972-75:  Acted  as  an  adviser  to  Dr.  Joseph  D.  Quillian,  Jr., 
Dean  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU. 

•  1974:  Along  with  his  wife  Mildred,  established  an  endowment 
to  support  an  annual  lectureship  in  practical  theology  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU. 


“For  as  in  one  body  we  have  many  members,  and  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  do  not  have  the  same  function,  so  we,  though  many,  are  one 
body  in  Christ,  and  individually  members  one  of  another.  Having 
gifts  that  differ  according  to  the  grace  given  to  us,  let  us  use  them: 
if  prophecy,  in  proportion  to  our  faith:  if  service,  in  our  serving;  he 
who  teaches,  in  his  teaching;  he  who  exhorts,  in  his  exhortation;  he 
who  contributes,  in  liberality;  he  who  gives  aid,  with  zeal;  he  who 
does  acts  of  mercy,  with  cheerfulness.  Let  love  be  genuine;  hate 
what  is  evil;  hold  fast  to  what  is  good;  love  one  another  with 
brotherly  affection;  outdo  one  another  in  showing  honor.  Never  flag 
in  zeal,  be  aglow  with  the  Spirit,  serve  the  Lord.  Rejoice  in  your 
hope,  be  patient  in  tribulation,  be  constant  in  prayer.”  [Romans 
12:4-12 ] 


“Bishop  Martin  had  that 
quality  of  love  that  St.  Paul 
describes  in  the  13th  chapter 
of  First  Corinthians,  when  he 
says:  “Love  is  always  eager 
to  believe  the  best’.  Paul 
Martin  was  always  seeking,  in 
that  quiet  and  confident  way 
and  out  of  a  deep  spirit  of  love, 
to  build  men  up  ...  as  he 
related  to  all  of  his  fellow  hu¬ 
man  beings.”  (Bishop  O.  Eu¬ 
gene  Slater  of  the  Southwest 
Texas  Conference) 

“He  firmly  believed  that  one 
cannot  really  be  a  Christian 
minister  without  identifying 
with  the  experiences  of  his 
people  —  their  joys,  their 
cares,  their  hopes,  their  frus¬ 
trations  —  they  became  a  part 
of  his  life.”  (Bishop  William  C. 
Martin,  retired  bishop  of  the 
Arkansas  Area) 


Friends  and  fellow  workers  for  God, 
Bishop  Martin  and  the  late  Bishop  C.  C. 
Selecman  return  from  the  1951  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Methodist  Conference  in  Oxford, 
England. 


Remembered  for  his  love  of  children,  Bishop  Martin  shares 
some  time  with  two  of  his  favorite  people. 
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do  you  know  whether 
YOUR  SAVINGS  ARE  USED 

•  to  make  weapons, 

•  to  oppress  peoples, 

•  to  pollute  Nature? 


now  YOU  can  decide  how 

YOUR  SAVINGS  CAN  BE  USED 

•  with  a  clear  conscience, 

•  for  a  “clean”  return, 

•  and  an  inflation  hedge 


by  investing  in 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND'S 

Certificates  of  Participation  at  7%  per  annum  payable  semi-annually. 

To  help  United  Methodist  congregations  build  churches,  parsonages,  church  school  and  other  mission  building: 


EARNINGS 

Aitnough  an  annual  dividend  of  5%  is  guaranteed,  the 
Fund's  directors  have  helped  investors  to  earn  more 
by  periodically  adjusting  interest  rates  to  reflect  those 
in  the  open  market — currently,  7%.  Additionally,  in¬ 
terest  may  be  reinvested,  if  requested,  on  accounts 
earning  f  "'0  or  more  semi-annually. 


SAFETY 

CV. ..  -  ,  374  00C.000  in  church-building  loans 

since  1959,  not  a  single  dollar  has  been  lost. 


LIQUIDITY 

Since  the  Fund  began  in  1959,  more  than  $21 ,000.000 
in  withdrawal  requests  have  been  promptly  met.  Not 
once  has  a  restriction  on  such  requests  been  imposed 
Investors  are  assured  of  receiving  the  exact  amount 
paid  in,  plus  of  course,  the  generous  interest  earned 
because  their  Certificates  are  not  subject  to  market 
fluctuations. 

SUBSCRIPTION 

Your  initial  investment  need  not  be  in  the  4-figure 
category.  You  can  start  with  as  little  as  $100. 


■M 


for  additional  information  and  a  prospectus,  write  or  call 
THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
"  m  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  New  York  10027 

Telephone:  212-749-0700  Ext.  491 


Southwestern  U.  to  name  chair 
for  alumnus  Sen.  John  Tower 


GEORGETOWN  —  United  Methodist 
Senator  John  Tower  will  be  honored  and 
Senate  Republican  Leader  Hugh  Scott 
will  be  among  those  honoring  him  when 
Southwestern  University  inaugurates  the 
John  Goodwin  Tower  Chair  in  Political 
Science  here  Feb.  28. 

Senator  Scott  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  at  the  Convocation  to  be  held  in 
the  Alma  Thomas  Fine  Arts  Center  at 
Southwestern  at  11:30  a.m.,  and  Senator 
Tower  will  be  the  featured  speaker  at  a 
luncheon  to  follow  in  the  University 
Commons. 

Almost  400  individuals,  corporations 
and  foundations  donated  $450,000  en¬ 
dowment  for  the  chair.  Interest  from 
these  gifts  will  provide  the  salary  for  a 
distinguished  scholar  in  political  science 
to  teach  at  Southwestern,  according  to 
University  President  Dr  Durwood 
Fleming. 

The  distinguished  scholar,  President 
Fleming  announced  this  week,  is  Dr. 
Francis  O’Brien,  who  is  presently 
director  of  Academic  Programs,  Hoover 
Presidential  Library,  West  Branch, 
Iowa.  Dr.  O'Brien  has  taught  at 
Georgetown  University,  the  Universite 
de  Fribourg,  Seattle  University,  Aix-en- 
Provence,  France;  Universite  de 
Lausanne,  Emery  University,  and  Rock¬ 


ford  College  and  has  written  five  books 
and  numerous  articles  in  the  fields  of 
government,  law  and  philosophy. 

Also  taking  part  in  the  inauguration 
will  be  Ambassador  Ed  Clark,  United 
Methodist  Bishops  Paul  Galloway  and  O. 
Eugene  Slater,  Board  of  Trustees  Chair¬ 
man  Dr.  Charles  Prothro  and  Vice  Chair¬ 
man  A.  Frank  Smith,  Jr. 

Senator  Tower,  a  1948  graduate  of 
Southwestern  University  with  a  bachelor 
of  arts  degree  in  political  science,  was 
awarded  the  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws 
degree  by  his  alma  mater  in  1964  and  was 
given  the  Distinguished  Alumnus  Award 
by  the  Southwestern  Alumni  Association 
in  1969.  Senator  Tower  is  also  a  trustee  of 
Southwestern  University. 

Lon  Morris  College 
sets’oOClass  reunion 

JACKSONVILLE,  TX.  -  The  Lon 
Morris  College  Class  of  1950  has  slated  its 
25th  reunion  for  March  8  at  the  New 
Southern  Motor  Hotel,  Rusk. 

All  alumni  who  have  not  yet  been  con¬ 
tacted  should  write  to  Mr.  Wyman 
Fisher,  Public  Relations  Director,  Lon 
Morris  College,  Jacksonville  75766,  or 
telephone  (214)  683-5454  for  reservation 
information. 


600  ASSORTED  SWEET 
ONION  PLANTS 

With  free  Planting  Guide 
$6.00  Postpaid 

TONCO 

Home  of  the  sweet  onion 

FARMERSVILLE,  TEXAS  75031 


Hearing  Loss  is  not 
a  Sign  of  Old  Age 

Chicago,  Ill.— A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  non¬ 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  ever  made  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
requesting  it. 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model  now.  Wear  it  in  the  privacy 
of  your  own  home  to  see  how  tinyi 
hearing  help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to  f 
keep,  free.  The  actual  aid  weighs 
less  than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and 
it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit.  No 
wires  lead  from  body  to  head. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no  cost, 
and  certainly  no  obligation.  Thou¬ 
sands  have  already  been  mailed, 
so  write  today  to  Dept.  4396, 
Beltone  Electronics,  4201  W.  Vic¬ 
toria  Street,  Chicago,  III.  60646. 


o 


Dates  to 
remember 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
advises  that  the  following  items  are  on 
the  calendar  for  March  and  April: 
March  1  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  (already  held) 

March  7  World  Day  of  Prayer 
March  8  Conference  Workshop  on 
new  Children’s  Curriculum  Materials  - 
Pineville 

March  30  Children’s  Home  Offering 
April  19  Board  of  the  Laity,  Alexandria 
April  23-25  Seminar,  Board  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  First  Church,  New  Orleans. 


Participants  in  the  "We  Care "  Mission  held  recently  at  First  Church,  Many,  are 
shown  here.  Lay  persons  joined  the  ministers  as  guides  in  the  visitation  program, 
after  being  led  in  a  consecration  service  by  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  Superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District.  From  left;  Miss  Willie  Sirmon;  Miss  Bertha  Hoagland;  the 
Rev.  D.  R.  Deem  the  Rev.  Tom  Crosby;  the  Rev.  Byrd  Terry;  the  Rev.  Ira  Robin¬ 
son;  Cliff  Ammons;  Jim  Everett;  the  Rev.  Cleborne  Quaid;  Mrs.  Carolyn  Sirman; 
the  Rev.  Bill  Sirman;  the  Rev.  Dan  Anders;  the  Rev.  Dan  Grove;  Jack  Carmichael; 
the  Rev.  Tom  Wilson;  Dr.  Carl  Lueg;  the  Rev.  John  Casey;  the  Rev.  Henry  Blount. 
Not  pictured,  but  also  participating  was  the  Rev.  Edward  Boyd. 


Dr.  Robert  Harrington  heads 
successful  weekend  in  Lake  Charles 


Guest  preacher  in  two  morning  wor¬ 
ship  services  February  16  in  First 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  was  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Harrington,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Inter-Church  Conference,  New 
Orleans.  His  subject  was  “Mandate  for 
Unity.” 

The  following  day  Doctor  Harrington 
and  Dr.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
First  Church  appeared  on  Mid-Day  TV, 
Channel  7,  in  Lake  Charles.  The  same 
day  Doctor  Harrington  discussed  with 
the  Calcasieu  Ministerial  Alliance  the 
Inter-Church  Conference  and  its 
possibilities  for  their  churches. 

Doctor  Harrington’s  visit  to  First 
Church  was  sponsored  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Ecumenical  Affairs  of  the 


church.  Mrs.  M.  T.  Fairchild  is  chair¬ 
person,  and  Jim  Ailor  is  the  minister 
assigned  to  work  with  the  Commission. 
An  informal  social  hour  was  held  on 

George  Pearce, 
pastor  of  First 
Church,  Lake 
Charles,  goes  over 
the  hymn.  "In 
Christ  There  Is  No 
East  or  West "  with 
Mrs.  Robert  F. 

Harrington  and 
Doctor  Harrington. 

The  hymn  was  used 
in  the  worship 
services  at  which 
Doctor  Harrington 
spoke. 


Sunday  afternoon  honoring  Doctor  and 
Mrs.  Harrington,  with  ministers  and  lay 
persons  from  many  denominations  at¬ 
tending. 


Southside  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe 


New  appointment 


The  Rev.  Thomas  Ashton  Dunbar  has 
been  appointed  associate  minister  of 
First  Church,  Monroe,  by  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield.  The  appointment  was  ef¬ 
fective  March  1. 

Mr.  Dunbar,  whose  home  is  Pineville, 
comes  to  Monroe  from  First  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  where  he  served  as 
Minister  of  Youth  and  Education.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  Candler  School  of 
Theology  of  Emory  University  in  1972, 
having  received  the  Master  of  Divinity 
degree. 


Glenn  Laskey  dies 
after  long  illness 

Glenn  Laskey,  of  Ruston,  died  in  that 
city  after  a  long  illness.  Well  known 
throughout  the  Conference,  he  was  the 
husband  of  Mrs.  Virginia  Laskey,  former 
President  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

No  further  details  of  Mr.  Laskey’s 
funeral  were  available  at  this  writing. 
The  many  friends  of  Mrs.  Laskey, 
through  this  newspaper,  extend  to  her 
and  her  family  their  Christian  love  and 
sympathy. 


Second  call 
for  1000  Club 

The  Second  Call  for  the  1000  Club  is  for 
the  Scott  Chapel  -  Moses  Chapel  United 

Methodist  Churches  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District. 

The  1000  Club  helps  build  churches  in 
Louisiana  and  is  a  project  of  the  Board  of 
Laity  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

Respond  now! 
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Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
js  $3.00  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
reauests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 

200  Carondelet  St. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 


The 


Louisiana 


United 


VOLUME  3  NUMBER  12 


An  edition  of  The  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


S  Rev.  Lea  Joyner 


“All  I  ask  is  a  place  to  serve 


Jones-Cadwallader 
Lectures  at 
Rayne  Memorial 


By  Mrs.  Thelma  R.  Brett 

She  started  “from  scratch.”  Not  quite. 

She  started  from  giving  an  affirmative 
answer  when  “.  .  .  The  Lord  called  me  to 
preach.” 

The  Church  of  which  she  is  pastor  - 
Southside  United  Methodist,  in  Monroe  - 
was  “started  from  scratch"  by  the  Rev. 
Lea  Joyner.  But  then,  her  philosophy  has 
always  been,  “Just  give  me  an  open  field 
where  there  are  people;  all  I  ask  is  a 
place  to  serve." 

She  found  it  in  Monroe,  and  in  other 
places,  and  finding  her  place  she  set 
about  doing  the  job  to  which  she  was 
"called.” 

"It  is  important  to  know  what  you  can 
do  and  what  you  can’t  do.  One  should 
never  vie  for  a  position;  all  a  person 
should  desire  in  this  work  is  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  serve." 

Certainly  Lea  Joyner  has  never  “vied 
for  position.”  And  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
she  organized  and  has  been  pastor  at 
Southside  for  23  years,  she  has  not  found 
the  ministry  an  “easy”  vocation.  Her 
road  of  Christian  service  has  been  long, 
often  frustrating,  mostly  uphill,  but 
always  rewarding. 

She  came  into  Methodist  union  in  1938 
as  a  fullfl edged  minister,  from  the 


The-Rev.  Miss  Lea  Joyner 
United  Methodism  whose  pastor  is  a 
WOMAN!  With  1705  members,  Southside 
is  the  largest  church  in  the  Monroe 
District  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  present 
plant  is  valued  at  more  than  $600,000  and 


Anna  Gray  Noe  Building  contains  gymnasium  and  Church  School  facilities. 


Methodist  Protestant  Church.  In  1939  she 
was  the  only  women  elder  in  full  con¬ 
nection  in  Louisiana.  A  graduate  of  High 
Point  College,  North  Carolina,  she 
studied  for  one  year  at  Scarritt. 

"My  first  charge  was  part  time,”  she 
says.  "I  tried  three  times  before  they 
would  ordain  me.  They  gave  me  a  circuit 
with  five  small  rural  churches  and  I  had 
to  teach  school  to  earn  my  living.  But  I 
did  meet  all  my  church  commitments  — 
and  got  a  ride  to  work.  Or  just  walked.” 

On  those  early  years  that  a  lesser 
person  might  choose  to  forget,  she 
reflects,  “It  was  such  a  blessed  thing  to 
have  people  as  my  flock.  I  look  upon  that 
experience  with  joy  and  what  I  hope  is 
forgivable  pride. 

No  one  could  ever  believe  that  the 
Reverend  Joyner  enjoys  any  kind  of 
pride  which  would  be  other  than  justified. 
Growing  and  working  through  the  years, 
after  her  ordination  at  Bosco,  Louisiana, 
she  now  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
pastor  of  the  largest  church  in  all  of 


includes  a  gymnasium  for  sports  and 
community  activities.  When  she  began 
the  church  she  had  no  property,  no 
building,  no  membership.  But  much 
encouragement;  much  support.  The 
Administrative  Board  presently  boasts 
85  members,  six  of  whom  are  women,  79 
men.  And  they  all  work  at  their  jobs. 

Lea  Joyner  seems  oblivious  to  the  fact 
that  she  is  someone  "very  special,” 
although  by  virtue  of  her  works,  it  is  an 
undeniable  fact.  She  carries  a  great  deal 
of  strength  and  influence  not  only  in  her 
church  but  in  her  community.  She  has 
served  on  various  civic  organizations  and 
is  always  ready  to  help  in  community 
projects.  She  has  also  given  much  time  to 
working  in  a  professional  capacity  with 
Alcoholics  Anonymous.  As  in  her  answer 
to  the  call  to  serve  in  the  ministry,  where 
and  when  there  is  a  call  for  help,  she 
answers  it. 

One  might  wonder  how  she  finds  time 
for  this  widespread  activity.  Every 


Sunday  she  conducts  four  services  at 
Southside:  Holy  Communion  at  8  A.M.; 
preaching  services  at  8:30  and  11  A.M.; 
and  an  evening  service  at  seven!  Each 
congregation  is  well  attended.  Miss 
Joyner  is  particularly  proud  of  the  fact 
that  one  woman  and  eight  men  have  gone 
into  the  ministry  under  her  leadership. 

Evidently  men  identify  well  with  her. 
“Early  in  my  ministry  I  noted  that  it  was 
sometimes  difficult  for  men  to  talk  to  a 
woman  about  personal  problems,  so  I 
tried  to  establish  the  fact  that  those 
counsellees  were  not  talking  to  a  woman, 
but  to  a  preacher.” 

There,  again,  we  have  a  portrait  of  Lea 
Joyner,  the  Minister,  the  Pastor 
Extraordinaire! 

"It  hasn’t  been  easy  to  be  a  woman 
preacher;  but  then  it’s  not  easy  to  be  a 
preacher;  but  there’s  never  a  job  too 
heavy  for  me  to  try,  none  too  small.” 

Her  District  Superintendent,  Dr.  Clyde 
Frazier  attests  to  this:  “She  has  never 
asked  for  special  consideration  and 
definitely  has  not  tried  to  parlay  her 
feminism  into  privilege  ...  the  women 
respect  and  love  her  and  the  men  all 
support  her.” 

What  more  could  one  ask?  Obviously, 
what  she  doesn’t  have,  she  doesn’t  need! 
She  has  never  been  to  a  women’s  lib  or 
women’s  rights  meeting.  “I’ve  been  too 
busy,  and  I  don’t  plan  to  go  to  any.” 

One  of  the  leading  laymen  of  Southside 
Church  said  of  her,  “We  have  always 
liked  our  pastor  because  she  isn't  trying 
to  prove  something;  she  is  merely  trying 
to  give  the  Lord  a  dedicated  life.” 

One  doesn’t  have  to  look  hard  to  see 
that  she  is  doing  just  that.  Much  of  this 
ability  to  do  a  good  job  comes  from  her 
complete  devotion  to  her  job  for  Christ. 
She  adheres  to  a  stubborn  devotional 
schedule,  going  to  the  church  office  each 
morning  at  6:30  to  begin  the  day  with 
prayer.  On  Sundays  she  goes  just  after  5 
A.M.! 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  is  enthusiastic 
in  his  praise  for  the  Rev.  Miss  Joyner: 
"Rev.  Lea  Joyner’s  ministry  is  so  ef¬ 
fective  and  so  universally  accepted 
because  she  is  completely  dedicated  to 
Christ.  Our  Conference  is  honored  to 
have  the  genuinely  capable  pastor  of  the 
largest  church  in  the  nation  whose 
minister  is  female.  She  has  achieved 
great  influence  by  calling  attention  to 
Christ  while  never  focussing  attention  on 
her  own  womanhood.  Her  greatest  assets 
are  pastoral  work  and  preaching  ability. 
Her  power  clearly  derives  from  her 
personal  devotion  and  discipline.” 

The  Reverend  Joyner  who  is  quick  to 
tell  you  that  she  has  always  liked  all  of 
her  district  superintendents  and  bishops, 
heartily  endorses  episcopal  govern¬ 
ment.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  she  is  so  an¬ 
chored  in  her  Christian  beliefs  and  in  her 
faith  in  God,  in  her  grateful  acceptance 
of  her  “calling,"  that  she  has  no  time  left 
to  worry  about  who  is  “tops  on  the  Totem 
Pole.” 

For  her,  life  and  work  and  humanity 
are  one  with  the  Supreme  Being.  Perhaps 
that  is  why  she  humbly  and  proudly 
confesses,  that  she  closes  each  day 
“alone  with  God." 


and  the  Rev.  George  Harkins,  pastor  of 
Springhill  Church,  are  shown  here 
presenting  to  Mrs.  Doretha  Brown 
Cooper,  a  silver  tray.  The  gift  was 
presented  to  Mrs.  Cooper  when  she  spoke 
at  the  church,  and  is  in  honor  of  her 
recent  marriage  in  Africa. 

Springhill  Church,  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Harkins,  pastor,  has  just  concluded  a 
Church-Wide  Mission  Study,  which  in¬ 
volved  the  church  family  on  four  Sundays 
in  February. 

During  the  study,  John  Wesley’s  work 
in  America,  missionary  work  in  Africa, 
Methodism  in  Mexico,  and  the 
missionary  effort  in  India  were  explored. 
James  Branch  spoke  on  “Methodism 
Comes  to  America.”  Also  featured  were: 
Mrs.  Wayne  Bryan,  who  taught  in 
Mexico,  and  Mrs.  Charles  Black  who 
spends  each  summer  there;  and  Dr.  H. 
A.  Townsley,  a  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  India,  now  on  furlough  in 
Dallas,  Texas. 

Mrs.  Doretha  Brown  Cooper,  a  United 
Methodist  Missionary  on  leave  from 
Liberia,  West  Africa  told  of  our  Church’s 
work  there. 
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The  C.  I.  Jones  -  Charles  N.  Cad- 
wallader  Memorial  Lectures  will  be 
presented  in  Rayne  Memorial  Church, 
New  Orleans,  March  16  - 18.  Dr.  Vance  D. 
Rogers,  President  of  Nebraska  Wesleyan 
University,  will  be  the  lecturer. 

Doctor  Rogers  was  a  Methodist  pastor 
and  chaplain  in  the  United  States  Navy 
before  coming  to  his  present  assignment 
in  1957.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Garrett 
Graduate  School  of  Theology  and  has 
done  additional  graduate  studies  in 
Northwestern  and  Harvard  Universities. 

This  lecture  series  was  begun  in  1949  by 
Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwallader  and  is  an 
annual  event  memorializing  Mr.  Jones, 
her  first  husband,  and  Mr.  Cadwallader. 
Mr.  Jones  was  an  active  member  and 
leader  in  the  Rayne  Church  until  his 
death,  and  Mrs.  Cadwallader  has  been  a 
member  of  the  same  congregation  for  38 
years.  Many  United  Methodist  in¬ 
stitutions  and  ministries  have  benefited 
from  her  philanthropy.  She  has  made 
possible  another  lecture  series, 
scheduled  for  September  28-30,  which 
will  bring  Dr.  Albert  Outler  to  Rayne 
Memorial. 

Doctor  Rogers’  theme  for  the  up¬ 
coming  lectures  will  be  “A  Religion  of 
Hope,”  and  the  six  lectures  are  related  to 
the  theme.  The  sessions  will  be  at  10:50 
A.M.  and  7:30  P.M.  on  Sunday,  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  and  the  public  is  invited  to 
attend,  according  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Bayliss,  pastor  of  Rayne. 

Springhill  Church 
concludes  church-wide 
mission  study 


Bishop’s  Message 

This  week  I  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  share  with  you  a  portion  of  a  letter 
written  to  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Martin  by  Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  Cabinet  Chairman  of  our 
conference.  The  letter jwas  written  on  the  occasion  of  the  passing  of  Bishop  Paul 
Martin. 

Dear  Mrs.  Martin: 

Personally,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Cabinet  members  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  I  wish  to  express  our  loving  concern  for  you  because  of  the  death  of 
your  devoted  husband,  Paul.  The  beautiful  relationship  which  you  two  had,  has 
been  an  inspiration  and  a  joy  to  all  who  knew  you.  I  know  the  rich  reserve  of 
companionship  and  faith  that  you  shared  will  be  as  a  mighty  fortress  to  you  in 
these  special  days  of  need. 

Some  years  ago  in  our  nation’s  capital,  at  the  base  of  a  statue  of  Bishop 
Francis  Asbury,  I  read  an  inscription  to  the  effect  that  the  record  of  his  life  had 
been  written  in  the  towns  and  villages  of  this  nation.  So  it  is  with  Paul  E.  Martin, 
the  record  of  his  life  is  forever  stamped  on  the  individual  lives,  churches,  and 
the  conferences  he  served.  The  state  of  Louisiana  and  this  Conference  were  so 
richly  blessed  because  of  his  presence  here  for  so  many  years.  Methodism  in 
this  state  will  forever  have  the  mark  of  Bishop  Paul  Martin  upon  it  We  all  in 
this  Conference  today,  in  spite  of  loss,  can  take  courage  and  thank  God  that  one 

of  the  giants  of  the  kingdom  came  our  way.  _ 

Yours  in  the  faith, 
Clyde  S.  Clark 

It  was  a  sacred  privilege  to  attend  final  rites  for  Bishop  Martin,  whom  I  have 
known  all  my  life,  and  I  join  with  others  in  appropriate  expressions  of  gratitude 
and  regret.  —  -  — — 

Faithfully, 


jUsuisO 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


UMW  group  furnishes  new  pulpit 
paraments  at  Slidell  Church 


The  Creative  Stitchers,  a  United 
Methodist  Women's  group  of  First 
Church,  Slidell,  have  completed  the  first 
phase  of  a  project  of  making  pulpit 
paraments  and  Bible  markers.  The 
group  plans  to  make  paraments  for  each 
Pictured  here  are 


season  of  the  cnurch  year.  The  Lenten 
paraments  are  done  on  purple  with  a 
crown  of  thorns  on  the  Cross  and  a  design 
of  nails  on  the  Bible  marker. 

The  symbols  were  designed  by  Mrs. 
Barbara  Rathbun. 


Prayer  vigil  is  meaningful 
event  at  Mer  Rouge  Church 


A  new  experience  in  the  community  of 
Mer  Rouge,  prompted  by  a  suggestion  of 
a  laymen  of  Mer  Rouge  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  the  Prayer  Vigil  held 
recently  at  the  church.  All  ministers  in 
the  area  were  invited  to  attend  and  to 
participate  in  the  services. 

The  services  consisted  entirely  of 
reading  of  the  Bible  and  comments  on  the 
scripture  read,  with  prayers  and  soft 
background  music  from  the  organ. 
During  the  hours  following,  gospel  songs 
were  played  by  tape. 

Eleven  churches  in  the  Mer  Rouge 
community  were  represented,  and 
everyone  attending  report  that 
"...  God’s  presence  was  truly  felt ..." 
An  appropriate  altar  setting,  special 


lighting,  flowers,  candles  burning  on  the 
Communion  Table,  votive  lights  in  each 
of  the  stained  glass  windows  all  helped  to 
add  to  the  spiritual  enthusiasm. 

Participants  entered  and  left  the 
services  at  will,  kneeling  for  prayer,  or 
staying.  Some  came  again. 

At  the  time  of  the  Prayer  Vigil,  a 
member  of  the  church  notes,  there  was 
much  serious  illness  in  the  community, 
and  the  idea  for  such  a  service  was  born. 
The  consensus  was:  “Please  do  it  again; 
it  was  so  wonderful  to  have  so  many 
different  denominations  worshiping 
together  in  love,  faith  and  compassion.” 

The  Rev.  Arby  W.  Coody  is  pastor  of 
the  Mer  Rouge  Church. 
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How  will  delegates  to  the  1976 
General  Conference  be  chosen? 


An  interpretive  analysis,  Part  IH 


Homosexuality  and  the  Bible 


A  reader  po6ed  an  interesting  question 
recently  that  many  other  United 
Methodists  may  be  asking  silently :  “You 
keep  referring  to  issues  that  the  1976 
General  Conference  will  be  facing.  How 
does  one  get  to  be  a  member  of  that 
General  Conference?’ ’ 

The  General  Conference  meets  every 
four  years  to  set  basic  policies  and 
directions  for  our  church. 

Every  member  is  represented 

Every  member  of  the  UMC  is 
represented  at  the  General  Conference  in 
much  the  same  way  that  every  citizen  is 
represented  in  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  984  delegates  to  the  1976  General 
Conference  will  be  elected  at  the  1975 
Annual  Conferences  across  Methodism. 
Every  Annual  Conference  elects  a 
delegation  whose  size  is  determined  by 
its  number  of  ordained  ministers  and  its 
number  of  lay  members.  Half  of  the 
delegates  elected  will  be  laypersons  and 
half  will  be  ministers. 

The  Annual  Conference,  in  turn,  is 
composed  of  laypersons  from  the  local 
churches  of  the  conference  plus  the 
conference’s  ordained  ministers.  Every 
local  church  or  charge  has  at  least  one 
ministerial  and  one  lay  delegate  to  the 
Annual  Conference.  It  is  these  persons 
who  will  elect  delegates  to  General 
Conference. 

The  process  by  which  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  are  elected  is  baffling 
to  many  lay  persons  and  to  more  than  a 
few  ministers.  In  most  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences,  there  are  no  nominations  as  such, 
and  seldom  does  open  campaigning 
occur.  The  first  ballot  is,  in  effect,  a 
nominating  ballot.  Lay  persons  vote  for 
lay  delegates  and  ministers  vote  for 
ministerial  delegates.  The  only  quali¬ 
fications  specified  by  church  law  are 
that  a  person  must  have  been  a  member 
or  minister  within  the  UMC  for  at  least 
four  years,  and  must  be  at  least  21  years 
of  age,  to  be  a  delegate. 

How  one  gets  elected 

Traditionally,  a  person  is  elected  to 
General  Conference  when  he/she 
receives  votes  from  more  than  half  of  the 
total  number  of  persons  voting.  The 
balloting  process  continues  until  the  full 
General  Conference  delegation  is  elec¬ 
ted.  Then,  through  further  balloting, 
additional  delegates  to  Jurisdictional 
Conference  —  which  elects  bishops  —  are 
chosen. 

Some  persons  have  complained  in  the 
past  that  this  process  represents  little 
more  than  a  popularity  contest.  To  be 
elected,  a  person  must  be  well-known; 
the  number  of  persons  who  are  well 
known  throughout  an  Annual  Conference 


is  not  usually  very  large;  where  the 
persons  who  are  known  stand  on  major 
Issues  is  frequently  not  apparent  to  those 
who  are  voting.  This  is  particularly  true 
in  the  case  of  lay  members.  To  rectify 
this  situation,  some  annual  conferences 
have  developed  a  process  by  which 
biographical  information  regarding 
potential  lay  delegates  —  put  forward  by 
the  districts  within  the  conference  —  is 
distributed  in  advance. 

In  some  Annual  Conferences,  caucus 
groups  organize  and  put  forward  slates  of 
possible  delegates  in  advance  of  Annual 
Conference.  Since  a  primary  way  for  a 
person  to  become  “known’’  throughout  a 
conference  is  to  be  “talked”  around  the 
grapevine,  such  groups  are  frequently 
able  to  influence  the  outcome  of  delegate 
selection. 

There  are  many  important  issues  to  be 
considered  by  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Among  those  sure  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  are;  (1)  Wide-ranging  proposals 
from  special  study  commissions  on  the 
ministry,  district  superintendency  and 
episcopacy;  (2)  Evangelism  concerns; 
(3)  The  church’s  response  to  world 
hunger;  (4)  The  church’s  position  on 
homosexuality;  and  (5)  Ways  to  insure 
adequate  representation  of  women, 
blacks  and  other  minority  groups  at  all 
levels  within  the  church. 

You  can  influence  the  process 

The  decision  as  to  who  should 
represent  you  at  General  Conference  is 
an  important  one.  The  complexity  of  the 
election  process  should  not  discourage 
you  from  seeking  to  influence  it.  At  the 
very  least,  you  can  express  your  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  type  of  people  you  think 
should  go  to  General  Conference  to  your 
pastor  and  your  church's  lay  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference.  Additionally,  if  there 
are  caucus  groups  within  your  con¬ 
ference  with  whose  aims  you  identify, 
you  might  add  your  weight  to  their 
voices.  If  there  are  no  caucus  groups,  you 
might  find  some  likeminded  persons  and 
start  one. 

Persons  should  not  be  timid  in  ex¬ 
pressing  their  opinions  about  potential 
delegates.  If  you  would  like  to  serve  as  a 
delegate  —  and  spend  two  of  the  hardest 
working  weeks  of  your  life  —  you  should 
let  your  availability  be  known. 

We  would  not  want  to  see  our  annual 
conferences  become  battlegrounds  for 
crass  political  campaigning.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  would  like  to  feel  that  delegates 
to  Annual  Conference  know  who  they  are 
voting  for  and  where  they  stand  on  the 
issues.  Toward  that  end,  the  more 
discussion  which  takes  place  between 
now  and  Annual  Conference,  the 
healthier  it  will  be  for  our  church. 


EDITOR 'S  NOTE .  This  Is  the  third  of  a 
four-part  series  of  articles  on  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  as  it  is  being  raised  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  An 
editorial  regarding  why  this  issue  is 
being  presented  in  this  way  and  at  this 
time,  along  with  the  first  two  parts  of  the 
series  —  “Homosexuality,  the  making  of 
an  issue."  and  "Homosexuality  and 
modern  psychiatry " —  have  appeared  in 
previous  issues.  The  final  article. 
"Homosexuality  and  the  Ministry,"  will 
appear  next  week. 

As  on  all  issues.  TM/  UMR  readers 
with  opposing  viewpoints  will  be 
provided  an  opportunity  to  express 
themselves  through  “ Letters  to  the 
Editor."  At  the  conclusion  of  the  series 
next  week,  all  readers  will  be  offered  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  views  via  a 
"Question  Box”  survey. 

The  author,  Harvey  N.  Chinn,  is  pastor 
of  the  Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sacramento,  California.  During  his  17- 
year  tenure  in  this  position,  Mr.  Chinn 
has  worked  in  relation  to  the  California 
State  Legislature  on  a  variety  of  moral 
concerns  such  as  gambling,  alcohol, 
marijuana,  pornography  and 
homosexuality.  Mr  Chinn's  articles  on 
the  latter  issue  grew  out  of  extensive 
research  and  his  concern  regarding 
proposals  which  are  likely  to  come  before 
delegates  to  the  1976  General  Conference. 

By  HARVEY  N.  CHINN 

For  the  Christian  there  is  another 
dimension  of  the  homosexual  issue:  the 
authority  of  Scripture.  The  “Discipline” 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  states 
that  the  Holy  Bible  "is  to  be  received 
through  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  true  rule 
and  guide  for  faith  and  practice."  The 
1972  General  Conference,  in  adopting 
doctrinal  guidelines  for  the  denom¬ 
ination,  began  its  statement  with 
these  words:  “United  Methodists  share 
with  all  other  Christians  the  conviction 
that  Scripture  is  the  primary  source  and 
guideline  for  doctrine.”  (Par.  70) 

The  Social  Principles  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  states,  “We  recognize 
that  sexuality  is  a  good  gift  of  God.” 
What  could  be  more  beautiful  or  more 
biblical  than  this  simple,  yet  profound 
statement.  The  Bible  neither  denies  sex, 
nor  does  it  idolize  it.  The  Scripture 
teaches  that  God  created  us  to  be  male 
and  female,  and  commanded  us  to  "be 
fruitful  and  multiply  and  replenish  the 
earth  .  .  .  Therefore  shall  a  man  leave 
his  father  and  his  mother  and  shall 
cleave  unto  his  wife  and  they  shall  be  one 
flesh.”  (Gen.  1:28  &  2:24) 

St.  Paul  has  been  maligned  as  being 


anti-sex,  anti-women,  and  anti-marriage, 
but  a  close  reading  of  his  letters  reveals 
much  practical,  down-to-earth  advice  in 
these  matters.  He  urges  husbands  to  love 
their  wives  (Eph.  5:25).  In  his  letter  to 
the  Corinthians,  he  advises,  “Each  man 
should  have  his  own  wife  and  each 
woman  her  own  husband.  The  husband 
should  give  to  his  wife  her  conjugal 
rights,  and  likewise  the  wife  to  her 
husband.”  (I  Cor.  7:2-3)  J.  B.  Phillips 
translates  the  fifth  verse:  “Do  not  cheat 
each  other  of  normal  sexual  inter¬ 
course.”  In  the  light  of  such  earthy  state¬ 
ments,  I  find  it  hard  generally  to  label  St. 
Paul  as  “anti-sex." 

Only  two  sexes  recognized 

The  significance  of  the  above 
quotations  is  that  St.  Paul  recognizes 
only  two  sexes  in  the  church,  not  three. 
He  writes  to  affirm  our  male-ness  and 
our  female-ness,  and  to  encourage  sexual 
intimacy  between  husband  and  wife.  St. 
Paul’s  statement  that  “each  man  should 
have  his  own  wife  and  each  woman  her 
own  husband,”  leaves  no  room  for  men  to 
have  sex  with  men,  nor  women  with 
women.  He  accepts  and  affirms  what 
God  revealed  in  the  Old  Testament;  he 
does  not  go  beyond  this  to  affirm  a  third 
arrangement  —  homosexuality. 

Homosexuality  was  well  known  in  the 
city  of  Corinth.  St.  Paul  writes,  “Do  you 
not  know  that  the  unrighteous  will  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God?  Do  not  be 
deceived;  neither  the  immoral,  nor 
idolaters,  nor  adulterers,  nor  homo¬ 
sexuals,  nor  thieves,  nor  the  greedy, 
nor  drunkards,  nor  revilers,  nor  rob¬ 
bers  will  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God. 
And  such  were  some  of  you.  But  you  were 
washed,  you  were  consecrated,  you  were 
justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  in  the  Spirit  of  our  God.”  (I 
Cor.  6:9-11) 

In  effect,  St.  Paul  is  saying  that 
through  the  transforming  power  of 
Christ,  you  have  been  liberated  from 
your  sin  (whether  idolatry,  adultery, 
robbery  or  homosexuality)  and  are  now 
part  of  the  body  of  Christ.  This  is  far 
different  from  affirming  homosexuality 
as  a  valid  way  of  life. 

Christ’s  healing  words  to  the  woman 
caught  in  the  act  of  adultery  were:  “Go 
and  sin  no  more.”  Individuals  become 
new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.  The 
biblical  view  of  homosexuality  is  far 
different  from  that  being  advocated  by 
the  "gay"  caucuses  and  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministry. 
Christ  forgives,  heals,  redeems;  but  he 
does  not  grant  a  license  to  continue  in 
sinful  practices. 


You  may  petition  General  Conference 


Beyond  influencing  the  election  of 
delegates  to  General  Conference,  every 
merrfber  'and  group  within  the  UMC  also 
has  the  right  to  submit  specific  proposals 
for  the  General  Conference  to  consider 
by  means  of  petition.  Elsewhere  in  this 
issue,  a  news  story  outlines  the  form 
which  petitions  should  take  and  the 
process  by  which  they  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted. 

Welcome  new  local  editions 

With  this  issue,  two  congregations  are 
initiating  TM/UMR  local  church  edi¬ 
tions  whereby  their  news  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  each  week  in  combination  with 
annual  conference  and  general  church 
news  and  mailed  to  every  member 
family. 

The  two  new  congregations  and  their 
circulations  are:  Christ  UMC,  Bethel 
Park,  Pennsylvania  (Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Conference),  1,000;  and  St. 
Paul’s  UMC,  Amarillo,  Texas  (North¬ 
west  Texas  Conference).  650. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these 
congregations,  we  say  “Welcome.  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  TM/UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
our  other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
via  Letters  to  the  Editor’.’’  And  to  our 
continuing  readers  across  the  church  we 
say  again,  "Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM/UMR.” 


Regardless  of  whether  submitted  by  an 
individual  or  a  group,  every  petition  will 
be  assigned  to  one  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference’s  10  Legislative  Committees  for 
consideration. 

A  petition  endorsed  by  an  Annual 
Conference  generally  carries  more 
weight  than  one  submitted  directly  by  an 
individual  or  local  church.  Many  annual 
conferences  have  a  process  by  which 
petitions  from  among  their  members 
may  be  considered.  If  you  plan  to  submit 
a  petition,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
inquire  as  to  whether  and  through  what 
process  your  annual  conference  con¬ 
siders  petitions. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Romans  I  speaks  definitively 

The  most  frequently  quoted  passage  on 
homosexuality  is  the  first  chapter  of 
Romans.  This  profound  Word  does  more 
than  forbid  homosexuality :  it  explains  its 
causes.  When  individuals  deliberately 
choose  to  do  evil,  when  they  intentionally 
blur  the  distinctions  between  right  and 
wrong,  when  they  call  good  evil  and  evil 
good,  when  they  lose  their  sense  of 
decency  and  honor,  when  they  worship 
their  own  sensual  pleasure,  then  “God 
gave  them  up  to  dishonorable  passions. 
Their  women  exchanged  natural 
relations  for  unnatural,  and  the  men 
likewise  gave  up  natural  relations  with 
women  and  were  consumed  with  passion 
for  one  another,  men  committing 
shameless  acts  with  men.”  (Romans 
1:26-27) 

Homosexuality  is  here  declared  to  be 
unnatural,  a  disorder,  unbiological,  the 
result  of  individual  choice,  the  final 
destruction  of  the  spiritual  image  that 
God  has  placed  in  each  of  us.  St.  Paul 
sees  homosexuality  as  a  distortion  of  the 
male-female  dichotomy  which  God 
created  and  ordained. 

The  letter  to  Timothy  touches  on  this 
same  theme:  “The  law  is  not  laid  down 
for  the  just,  but  for  the  lawless  and 
disobedient,  for  the  ungodly  and  sinners, 
for  the  unholy  and  profane,  for  mur¬ 
derers  of  fathers  and  murderers  of 
mothers,  for  manslayers,  immoral 
persons,  sodomites,  kidnapers,  liars, 
perjurers,  and  whatever  else  is  contrary 
to  sound  doctrine.”  I  Tim.  1:9-10)  The 
letter  of  Jude  clearly  has  homosexuals  in 
mind  when  it  mentions  “ungodly  persons 
who  pervert  the  grace  of  our  God  into 
licentiousness,”  (v.  4)  “Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  and  the  surrounding  cities 
which  acted  immorally  and  indulged  in 
unnatural  lust,"  (v.  7)  and  "these  men 
revile  whatever  they  do  not  understand, 
and  by  those  things  that  they  know  by 
instinct  as  irrational  animals  do,  they  are 
destroyed.”  (v.  10) 

These  New  Testament  proscriptions 
again  homosexuality  confirm  the  Old 
Testament  view  that  homosexuality  is 
the  obscuring  of  the  created  order  of 
male-ness  and  female-ness  described  in 
the  early  chapters  of  Genesis.  It  is  a 
maladaption,  contrary  to  creation, 
nature  and  instinct.  Leviticus  18:22  and 
20:13  spell  out  this  prohibition  in  un- 
mistakeable  terms:  “You  shall  not  lie 
with  a  male  as  with  a  woman,  it  is  an 
abomination.” 

Scripture  nowhere  says 
“Gay  is  good” 

There  is  still  another  dimension  of 
Scripture:  the  total  absence  of  any  word 
that  “gay  is  good.”  This  phrase  is  the 
most  often  repeated  slogan  of  the 
homophile  organizations.  The  Rev.  Troy 
Perry,  founder  of  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Community  Churches  and  the 
homosexual  community's  most  charis¬ 
matic  leader,  entitled  his  autobiog¬ 
raphy:  “The  Lord  is  My  Shepherd,  and 
He  Knows  I’m  Gay.”  Such  a  concept  is 
totally  foreign  to  the  Scriptures. 

It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  biblical 
injunctions  against  homosexuality  ran 
counter  to  the  popular  moral  standards 
of  the  ancient  world.  Homosexuality  had 
engulfed  Roman  and  Greek  culture. 
Socrates  practiced  it.  Plato  discussed  it 
in  “The  Symposium."  Many  of  the 
Roman  Emperors  practiced  homo¬ 
sexuality.  Nero  married  a  young  boy  in  a 
full  marriage  ceremony  and  lived  with 
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him  as  wife.  Hadrian  had  statues  erected 
to  memorialize  his  male  lover. 

The  popular  thing  for  St.  Paul  to  have 
done  would  have  been  to  accept 
homosexuality.  Such  an  acceptance 
would  have  made  it  less  difficult  for  the 
pagans  to  have  entered  the  church  and 
would  have  more  closely  identified  the 
church  with  contemporary  culture.  But 
the  early  Christians  were  not  interested 
in  accommodating  the  Gospel  to  a  pagan 
world;  they  were  interested  in  pleasing 
God  and  doing  His  will.  In  the  face  of  a 
degenerating  world,  they  proclaimed  a 
high  ethical  standard. 

The  New  Testament  Church  wa  not 
trying  to  embrace  society,  but  to  trans¬ 
form  it.  Individually,  their  lives  had 
been  liberated  by  the  power  of  a  living 
Christ,  and  they  desired  to  share  this 
good  news.  To  a  culture  that  was 
degenerate  and  knew  it  was  sick,  they 
proclaimed  the  power  to  become  “new 
creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.”  The  agape 
love  which  the  New  Testament  church 
offered  was  not  an  affirmation  of 
deviant,  immoral  behavior,  not  a  bap¬ 
tising  of  contemporary  sins,  but  a 
healing,  forgiving,  transforming  power. 
Those  who  urge  the  contemporary 
church  to  affirm  homosexuality  as  a 
valid,  God-given  choice  stand  outside  the 
Christian  tradition. 

The  Bible  speaks  of  the  gifts  of  the 
Spirit,  but  homosexuality  is  not  one  of 
them.  Our  scripture  describes  the  fruits 
of  the  Spirit,  but  the  “gay  life”  is  not  one 
of  them.  The  Bible  offers  forgiveness  of 
homosexuality,  like  other  sins,  but  not  its 
acceptance.  Heterosexuality  is  clearly 
commended  as  the  natural  order  of 
creation. 

Rationalization  cannot 
alter  truth 

Some  have  tried  to  explain  away  the 
anti-homosexual  passages  on  the  basis  of 
the  original  Greek  and  Hebrew  words. 
Others  have  tried  to  discount  St.  Paul  as 
perverted  in  his  views  of  sex.  Others 
attempt  to  include  homosexuality  within 
the  context  of  Jesus’  statements  about 
love.  The  early  Christian  community 
could  have  affirmed  homosexuality,  for 
it  was  rampant  in  the  Greek  and  Roman 
world,  but  they  did  not.  No  amount  of 
rationalization  can  possibly  put  the 
Scripture  on  the  side  of  homosexuality. 
“Gay”  is  not  good,  according  to  the 
Scriptures  which  regard  it  as  a  moral 
perversion,  a  thwarting  of  the  created 
order,  an  evil.  The  Social  Principles  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  on  solid 
ground  when  it  states:  “We  do  not  con¬ 
done  the  practice  of  homosexuality  and 
consider  this  practice  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching." 

The  late  Dr.  Harold  Bosley  once  wrote, 
“The  ultimate  triumph  of  evil  is  to  be 
mistaken  for  good.”  The  current  drive  to 
accept  homosexuality  as  normative 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church 
comes  dangerously  close  to  this 
definition  of  evil’s  “ultimate  triumph.” 
Before  accepting  a  practice  that  is  so 
universally  condemned  in  Scripture,  let 
us  ponder  well  a  statement  that  the  1972 
General  Conference  placed  in  the 
Discipline  (Par.  62):  “A  church  lacking 
the  conviction  and  courage  to  act 
decisively  loses  its  claim  to  moral 
authority.” 


So-called  ‘myths’  about  Sunday  School  challenged 
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To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  the  two  stories  about  the 
United  Methodist  Christian  Educators 
meeting  in  Nashville,  I  have  the  feeling 
that  there  was  a  sense  of  pessimism 
among  those  gathered  there  (TM/  UMR, 
Feb.  14). 

The  slump  in  attendance  in  Sunday 
schools  of  22%  and  the  suggestions  of 
Prof.  Richard  Murray  concerning  what 
he  called  “myths”  could  well  have  cast  a 
gloom  over  the  meeting. 

Out  of  an  experience  of  21  years 
seeking  to  help  the  Sunday  schools  in  the 
Midwest,  and  later  17  years  supervising 
college  students,  studying  preparatory  to 
local  church  directorships  and  ministers, 
I  do  not  feel  that  the  Sunday  school 
movement  is  now  on  the  downward  slide. 
We  have  always  regretted  that  the  at¬ 
tendance  was  not  higher.  And  we  have 
felt  for  a  long  time  that  the  television 
programmers  and  the  commercial  units 
that  supported  them  were  unfair  in  run¬ 
ning  so  much  attractive  material  on  Sun¬ 
day  mornings  during  the  Sunday  School 
and  worship  hours  of  the  churches. 

But  in  spite  of  this,  we  felt  that  the 
challenge  was  still  there  to  keep  working 
for  better  attendance,  and  doing  more 
thorough  teaching  of  those  who  did  come. 
There  are  ways  to  gain  the  former 
without  giving  pins  or  buttons  or  other 
prizes.  Some  churches  relied  on  the  prize 
rather  than  upon  training  their  teachers 
and  making  adequate  materials 
available  for  teaching.  I  recall  one 
church  that  spent  $100  a  year  for  Cross 
and  Crown  pins,  and  not  one  dollar  for 
library  books  for  the  teachers  other  than 
the  regular  lesson  quarterlies.  They 
didn’t  realize  the  inconsistencies  of  their 
practice.  Recognition  and  expressed 
admiration  for  work  well  done,  and  faith¬ 
ful  attendance,  are  the  best  awards 
known.  And  children,  youth  and  adults  all 
respond  to  such  apprecaition. 

This  leads  me  to  say  that  there  is  no 
“myth”  in  the  idea  of  making  the  Sunday 
morning  church  school  a  "school.”  I  sat 
in  two  workshops  of  children  leaders 
recently  in  Southern  California.  They 
were  taking  a  look  at  the  proposed  new 
curriculum.  I  saw  many  signs  among 
them  of  two  things  which  Prof.  Murray 


called  "myths.”  There  was  an  eagerness 
on  the  part  of  these  leaders  to  discover 
better  ways  of  helping  children  to  grow  in 
knowledge  and  action  in  the  Christian 
faith  and  way  of  life.  And,  in  the 
second  place,  there  was  a  “warmth”  of 
fellowship  among  them  that  strength¬ 
ened  their  learning. 

The  closeness  of  fellowship,  and 
evidence  of  concern  on  the  part  of 
teachers  for  children  and  youth,  yes,  and 
for  adults,  is  what  aids  in  the  growing 
process.  Well  do  I  remember  my  Sunday 
school  high  school  teacher.  The  warmth 
of  personality  and  the  concern  she 
showed  for  “her  boys”  I  am  sure  had 
something  to  do  with  two  of  them  enter¬ 
ing  the  ministry. 

It  was  this  kind  of  relationship  in  an 
Iowa  church  school  between  the  teacher 
and  pupil  that  led  to  the  kind  of  child's 
appreciation  of  God  that  caused  her  to 
run  home  to  her  mother  and  exclaim, 
“Mother,  I  think  God  is  just  wonderful.” 
And  although  that  teacher  was  not  a  paid 
educator  for  the  church,  she  did  know 
enough  about  children  and  about  God  to 
get  that  kind  of  result. 

Those  working  in  Christian  education 
have  reason  to  feel  enthused  and  op¬ 
timistic  about  their  work,  even  in  times 
such  as  these,  provided  (1)  they  are 
using  a  curriculum  that  truly  meets  the 
needs  of  those  taught,  (2)  they  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  develop  good  techniques  and 
confidence,  and  (3)  they  remember  that 
all  the  powers  of  God  are  available  to 
those  who  labor  in  His  service. 

Frank  A.  Lindhorst 
Seal  Beach,  California 

Sunday  School  IS  a  school 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  with  reference  to  the  story 
"Professor  hits  Sunday  school  myths” 
(TM/  UMR,  February  14),  and  par¬ 
ticularly  to  the  first  of  his  “long  list  of 
‘myths’.” 

As  a  Sunday  school  teacher,  teaching  a 
mixed  class  of  middle-aged  adults  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  teaching  in  the 
Youth  Division  prior  to  that,  I  have  had 
the  understanding  that  the  Sunday  school 
is  essentially  a  school. 

I  am,  of  course,  at  a  disadvantage  in 
not  having  heard  Rev.  Murray’s  address, 


but  the  question  may  be  raised:  if  the 
Sunday  school  is  not  essentially  a  school, 
what  is  it?  It  would  seem  that  Mr. 
Murray’s  position  on  this  “myth”  lessens 
the  value  of  responsible  and  committed 
teaching  in  the  Sunday  school. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  TM/  UMR.  I 
am  very  pleased  that  my  conference, 
Holston,  voted  to  join  with  TM/  UMR  to 
produce  our  conference  paper. 

Mark  S.  Womack 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

Advance  Committee  did 
not  draw  up  list  for  EMC 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  correct  a  statement  that 
was  made  in  the  article  entitled  “EMC 
Says  Mission  Door  is  Open”  that  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Feb.  14  issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

Dr.  David  Seamands  lists  five 
“positive  results”  brought  about  through 
efforts  of  the  EMC  in  the  past  year. 
Among  these  were  listed,  “establishment 
of  financial  channels  through  which 
evangelicals  can  contribute  directly  to 
‘outreach  and  pioneer  evangelism’ 
around  the  world  through  a  list  of 
projects  in  evangelism  drawn  up  by  the 
Advance  Committee.” 

The  Advance  Committee  did  not  draw 
up  such  a  list  ojf  projects.  My  un¬ 
derstanding  is  that  this  list  was  drawn 
together  by  the  personnel  of  the  Good 
News  organization.  Field  staff  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  did  lend 
assistance  in  making  available  the  entire 
list  of  General  Advance  Specials,  but  the 
actual  formulation  of  the  list  was  not 
done  by  staff  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  or  by  the  Advance  Committee 
of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

Joe  W.  Walker 
New  York,  New  York 
Quotas  contrary  to  move 
toward  open  society 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  continuing  debate  over  quotas  in 
church  bodies,  the  discussion  seems  to 
center  over  discrimination  and  the  effort 
to  redress  this  discrimination. 

In  my  opinion,  the  real  issue  is  the 
basis  for  selection  of  persons  for  par¬ 
ticular  posts.  If  the  exclusion  of  persons 


because  of  sex,  race,  color  or  creed  is 
invalid,  then  the  selection  of  persons 
because  of  sex,  race,  color  or  creed  is 
equally  invalid. 

The  move  should  be  toward  an  open 
society,  and  the  application  of  quotas  is 
contrary  to  this  concept. 

Harold  C.  Boehning 
Dallas,  Texas 

Unbiased  report  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  unbiased 
report  on  the  “Pro-life”  rally  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  on  January  22,  (TM/UMR).  So 
often  the  “Pro-life”  forces  are  depicted 
by  the  press  as  a  bunch  of  nuts  or 
religious  fanatics.  It  is  good  to  see  fair 
reporting. 


One  thing  I  would  like  to  clarify.  The 
Human  Life  Amendment  is  usually 
described  as  an  anti-abortion  measure 
and  actually  that  is  only  a  small  part  of 
its  purpose.  This  amendment  could 
protect  all  our  lives.  In  a  crowded  society 
those  who  cannot  strongly  defend 
themselves,  silch  as  the  disabled,  the 
mentally  handicapped,  the  senile,  the 
seriously  ill,  easily  become  expendable 
for  the  “common  good.”  Once  per- 
sonhood  is  withheld  from  one  segment 
of  society,  it  is  easily  removed  from 
others.  The  amendment  only  states  that 
all  ordinary  means  and  reaonable  efforts 
be  made  to  sustain  and  protect  life.  We 
ALL  deserve  that  much. 

Jessie  M.  Bennett 

Kansas  City,  Kansas 
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A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
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cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  Information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 

An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non- 
sectarian  In  Its  benefits. 
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Ethnic  issues  supported 

Commission  asks  for  major  attention  to  race 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  —  These  faces  from  around  the  world 
will  bring  a  new  look  to  missions  this  week  as  they  arrive  to 
spread  the  Gospel  in  communities  across  the  United  States  — 
reversing  a  long-standing  U.S.  tradition  of  sending 
missionaries,  not  receiving  them. 

Now  visiting  American  churches 


Forty-six  United  Methodist  missioners  from  19  countries 
and  six  continents,  part  of  a  “New  World  Mission’' 
evangelism  emphasis,  will  fan  out  to  communities  in  48  of 
United  Methodism’s  73  annual  conferences  to  call  the  church 
in  the  United  States  to  greater  commitment. 


Soviet  church  leader  urges  unity 


By  RICHARD  BAILEY 
and 

ANDERS  LUNT 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  -  "Striving  for 
unity  is  the  principle  task  of  our  church¬ 
es,”  said  Metropolitan  Filaret  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  to  students  and  faculty  of 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  here  at  a 
welcome  celebration,  February  26.  He 
called  upon  the  students  to  lead  the 
people  of  their  congregations  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  solving  the  problems  of 
human-kind  and  in  causes  of  church 
union. 

Metropolitan  Filaret  of  Kiev  and 
Galich,  headed  the  delegation  of  22 
Russian  churchmen  and  church-women 
who  spent  three  days  in  the  nation’s 
capital  as  part  of  a  three  week  visit, 
sponsored  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC). 

At  a  vesper  service  the  night  before  in 
historic  Washington  Cathedral,  more 
than  800  persons  heard  Protopresbyter 
Vitaly  Borovoy  deliver  an  address  in 
which  he  said  the  church  in  Russia  is 
striving  to  be  faithful  to  Christ. 

"We  do  not  enjoy  support  from  our 
government,”  he  said,  "we  have  no 
religious  schools,  universities,  hospitals 
or  works  of  philanthropy.  Yet  in  spite  of 
this  we  Christians  in  the  Soviet  Union  are 
fulfilling  a  great  mission,  not  to  our 
church  alone,  but  to  all  Christendom,”  he 
declared. 

He  said  the  people  are  pentrated  by  a 
Christian  spirit  which  can  be  seen  in 
the  young  and  the  old,  the  leaders  and  the 
philosophers.  Worship  services  are  well 
attended  with  up  to  5,000  persons  who 
stand  —  for  there  are  no  pews  —  for 
services  that  are  three  or  more  hours  in 
length.  The  people  have  developed  a  deep 
inner  spiritual  life  and  have  great  ap¬ 
preciation  for  worship  and  the  word  of 
God,  he  added. 

Mr.  Borovoy,  who  is  rector  of  the 
Patriarchal  Cathedral  of  the  Epiphany  in 
Moscow,  is  also  a  professor  of  the 
Moscow  Theological  Academy  and  a 


consultant  at  the  Department  of  External 
Church  Affairs. 

We  have  no  other  desire  than  to  fulfill 
God’s  holy  will,”  he  told  the  American 
Christians.  "As  we  meditate  upon  the 
future  we  are  sure  of  the  one  who  said,  ‘I 
am  Alpha  and  Omega’.  Let  us  say  in  our 
hearts  together,  so  be  it.”  As  he  con¬ 
cluded  the  great  congregation  ap¬ 
plauded. 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of  the 
Washington  Area,  was  the  official  host 
for  the  Russians  during  the  visit.  Bishop 
Mathews  was  the  only  United  Methodist 
in  the  group  of  20  Americans  who  visited 
the  Soviet  Union  last  August  for 
theological  discussions.  As  a  gift  to  the 
visitors,  he  presented  each  one  with  a 
Bicentennial  pewter  plate  with  the  in¬ 
scription  "The  Great  American 
Revolution.” 

"We  are  bold  to  call  our’s  the  great 
revolution,”  he  said.  "We  claim  liberty 
and  justice  for  all,”  he  explained,  "but 
you  are  not  blind;  we  do  not  yet  really 
have  liberty  and  justice  for  all.  Ours  is 

American 
greets 
Russian 

United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  K. 

Mathews  greets 
visiting  Russian 
church  leader,  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Filaret, 
as  the  Soviet  group 
stops  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C. 

Bishop  Mathews 
was  one  of  20  Amer¬ 
ican  church  leaders 
who  visited  Russia 
last  August. 


really  just  half  a  revolution,”  he 
suggested  as  he  turned  the  plate  half  way 
around. 

"You,  too,  had  a  revolution,”  the 
Bishop  said,  "and  talk  of  a  classless 
society.  But  we  are  not  blind;  we  know 
yours  is  not  a  perfect  society.  It  is  just 
half  of  a  revolution. 

"Now  if  the  revolution  is  ever  going  to 
be  completed,”  he  said  as  he  turned  the 
plate  the  full  cycle,  "the  church  must  be 
at  the  heart  and  center.  Let  us  work 
together  to  complete _the  revolution,”  he 
concluded. 

While  in  Washington  the  Russians  were 
given  a  special  tour  of  the  White  House. 
President  Gerald  Ford  had  originally 
intended  to  greet  the  delegation  but  was 
out  of  town  at  the, tUn/e*  An  aid  of  Mr. 
Ford  brought  greetings  from  the 
President.  While  in  the  President’s 
Cabinet  Room,  Metropolitan  Filaret 
presented  a  beautiful  Russian  icon  and 
other  gifts  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Ford,  and 
extended  greetings  and  good  wishes  from 
the  Christians  of  the  Soviet  Union. 


Don’t  be  awed  by  psychotherapists, 
counseling  ministers  are  warned 


MADISON,  N.  J.  —  Judging  strictly  by 
the  results  of  their  work,  ministers  who 
counsel  need  not  stand  in  awe  of  most 
clinical  psychologists  and  psychiatrists. 

That’s  what  Thomas  C.  Oden,  a  United 
Methodist  professor  of  theology  and 
ethnics  at  Drew  University,  has  been 
telling  clerical  and  lay  audiences  in 
recent  speaking  engagements  around  the 
country  and  in  his  latest  books,  "Game 
Free”  and  "After  Therapy  What?” 

Author  of  four  additional  books,  Dr. 
Oden  is  a  well-published  figure  in  the 
current  dialogue  between  theology  and 
psychology. 

Lately  he  has  been  drawing  attention  to 
a  series  of  reputable  follow-up  studies, 
dating  from  the  late  1950’s  onward, 
showing  that  average  professional 
psychotherapy  is  no  better  on  the 
average  than  no  treatment  at  all. 

In  fact,  some  of  these  studies  suggest 
that  as  many  psychotherapists  actually 
do  harm  as  do  good,  while  th6  really 
effective  professionals  constitute  a  small 
minority. 

‘The  public  has  been  led  to  suppose 
that  there  is  the  same  direct  correlation 
between  professionalization  and  ef¬ 
fectiveness  among  psychotherapists  as 
among  physicians,”  he  states.  "The 
evidence  shows,  however,  that  while 
some  mental  health  professionals  are  as 
likely  to  make  a  problem  worse  as  better, 
some  untrained  agents  are  far  more 


effective  than  most  professionals.” 

Dr.  Oden  emphasizes  that  he  is  not 
against  well-functioning  psychothera¬ 
peutic  care  by  professionals.  In  fact  he 
recommends  it  in  cases  of  severe  mental 
disturbance. 

What  he  opposes  is  "smug  indifference 
to  professional  limitations,  unwillingness 
to  acknowledge  evidence  of  effectiveness 
of  some  non-professionals,  and  an  ap¬ 
palling  refusal  to  research  the  question.” 

"Frankly,”  he  says,  "it  seems  an  in¬ 
credibly  proud  and  self-serving 
assumption  that  therapeutic  agency  can 
only  occur  when  channeled  through 
approved  tracks  of  professional  training 
and  supervision.  The  most  obvious 
historical  similarity  is  the  medieval 
concept  that  sacramental  grace  was 
available  only  through  clerical,  ec¬ 
clesiastical  professionals.” 

What  are  the  essentials  of  effective 
therapy? 

A  growing  body  of  research  supports 
the  view  that  at  least  three  skills  are 
crucial  "and  in  fact  definitive”  for  ef¬ 
fective  therapy,  says  Dr.  Oden.  These 
are  accurate  empathy  (the  ability  to  put 
oneself  in  another’s  shoes,  to  feel  what  he 
feels);  congruence  (the  ability  to  ex¬ 
perience  one’s  own  feelings  as  they  ac¬ 
tually  are  without  needing  to  protect 
against  having  them);  and  non- 
possessive  warmth  (caring  with  no 
strings  attached). 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (UMC)  —  "Major 
attention”  during  1976-80  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  racial  pluralism  and 
the  problems  of  ethnic  minority 
congregations  was  urged  here  Feb.  25-27 
by  the  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

The  commission  also  asked  each  1975 
annual  conference  session  to  give  high 
priority  to  "adequate  representation”  of 
ethnic  minorities'  in  delegations  to  the 
1976  general  and  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences  and  in  nominations  to  general 
board  memberships. 

It  also  spent  three  hours  hearing  a 
defense  of  Mississippi’s  "two-district 
system,”  on  which  the  commission  is 
seeking  a  judicial  decision.  It  has  ac¬ 
cused  the  year-old  plan  in  its  im¬ 
plementation  as  violating  the  church’s 
goal  of  inclusiveness.  (See  TM/  UMR, 
Feb.  28) 

In  order  for  the  denomination  to  work 
toward  its  stated  goal  of  "a  truly  in¬ 
clusive  fellowship,”  the  commission 
declared  that  the  ethnic  issues  should  be 
high  on  the  list  of  quadrennial  emphases. 
The  recommendation  will  go  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
1976  General  Conference. 

The  action  followed  the  report  of  the 
commission’s  executive  secretary,  the 
Rev.Woodie  W.  White  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  which  charged  that  United 
Methodism  is  "still  too  much  a  white 
church,  with  some  non-white  members.” 
He  said  the  church  has  given  “little 
evidence  of  our  rich  cultural  and  ethnic 
diversity”  in  its  programs,  conferences, 
literature,  institutions,  worship  or 
evangelism. 

The  commission  accepted  his  urging  to 
recommend  priority  consideration  at  all 
levels  for  ministerial  cultivation  and 
recruitment,  church  extension,  evange¬ 
lism  and  local  church  development, 
especially  for  ethnic  congregations. 

Dr.~  White  recalled  the  black 
American’s  experience  to  be  that 
"whenever  we  approach  a  significant 
change  in  our  society  with  regard  to 
racism  and  empowerment,  we  are 
always  side-tracked”  by  other  issues  — 
always  legitimate  —  such  as  peace, 
ecology,  women’s  rights  and  world 
hunger,  which  "detract  from  America’s 
unfulfilled  promise  to  a  significant  part 
of  its  citizenry.” 

The  church,  he  added,  "has  a  way  of 
perpetuating  the  diversion”  through 


highlighting  critical  needs  in  a 
quadrennial  emphasis  and  giving  "the 
impression  that  our  problems  are 
resolved  in  four-year  cycles.” 

Despite  some  gains,  he  said,  there  is 
“an  overwhelming  degree  of  despair  and 
frustration  by  the  ethnic  minority 
community”  evident  in  declining 
membership  and  fewer  commitments  to 
full-time  service.  Dr.  White  said  the 
whole  church  needs  to  benefit  from  the 
contributions  of  the  ethnic  churches  "so 
that  they  can  once  again  know  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  begin  to  preach, 
and  serve,  and  confront,  and  heal  in  the 
name  of  the  risen  Lord.” 

Bishop  James  Thomas  of  Des  Moines, 
vice  chairman,  added  his  warning  that 
"the  life  of  ethnic  minority  churches  in 
all  jurisdictions  is  critical.”  To  avoid 
their  "slow  death,”  he  held,  the  church 
needs  to  "look  at  situations  of  vitality,  as 
models”  and  to  "pay  attention  to  the 
richness  of  their  diversity  rather  than 
preparing  for  their  funeral.” 

In  other  actions  the  commission, 
presided  over  by  Bishop  D.  Frederick 
Wertz  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  also: 

•  Authorized  a  series  of  hearings  on 
the  status  and  health  of  Asian- American 


congregations,  in  order  to  find  ways  to 
strengthen  them. 

•  Objected  to  the  harassment  of 
Korean-American  Christians  protesting 
conditions  in  Korea. 

•  After  a  report  on  the  recent 
Menominee  Indian  confrontation  in 
Wisconsin,  voted  commendations  for 
leadership  and  courage  to  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt,  National 
Guard  commander  Col.  Hugh  Simonson 
and  the  Rev.  James  Feay,  minister  to  the 
Menominees. 

•  Recommended  that  United  Meth¬ 
odist  seminaries  include  a  course  in 
Hispanic  language,  history  and  culture 
as  a  degree  requirement.  This  followed 
extensive  debate  over  the  values  and 
implications  of  such  a  step.  The  Rev. 
Elias  Galvan  of  Los  Angeles,  Hispanic 
concerns  committee  chairman,  noted 
that  America  would  have  600  million 
Hispanics  by  the  end  of  this  century  and 
pointed  to  the  long-time  Hispanic  ties  of 
much  U.S.  population. 

•  Elected  Mrs.  Libby  Littlechief  of 
Anadarko,  Okla.,  as  chairperson  of  the 
Native  American  concerns  committee, 
succeeding  the  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface 
of  Ponca  City,  Okla. 


Here’s  how  to  petition 
General  Conference 


DALLAS,  Texas  (UMC)  —  Procedures 
for  United  Methodists  to  follow  in  sending 
petitions  to  the  1976  quadrennial  meeting 
of  the  denomination’s  top  law-making 
body  —  and  a  special  address  to  which 
they  should  be  mailed  —  were  spelled  out 
here  February  28  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Holt, 
secretary  of  the  General  Conference 

Any  organization,  minister,  or  lay 
member  of  the  denomination  may 
petition  the  General  Conference. 
Detailed  requirements  are  set  out  in 
Paragraph  609  of  the  1972  "Book  of 
Discipline.” 

In  general,  they  require  that  each 
petition  be  sent  in  three  copies,  deal  with 
only  one  subject,  propose  revisions 
within  only  one  chapter  of  the  Discipline, 
and  be  received  not  later  than  30  days 
before  the  opening  day  of  the  General 
Conference. 


F ormer  seminary  head 
and  wife  choose  death 


M  119  1 

Together,  the  three  constitute  what  is 
often  referred  to  as  “the  therapeutic 
triad.” 

Few  research  problems  have  been 
designed  to  measure  the  triad  and  assess 
its  levels  among  lay  persons  as  com¬ 
pared  with  professionals.  One  such 
study,  however,  compared  three  groups: 
lay  persons  who  had  been  given  less  than 
100  hours  of  training,  post-graduate 
students  in  .clinical  psychology,  and  a 
group  of  dmifterft-1  thM’apftsts,  including 
Carl  Whitaker,  Rollo  May,  Albert  Ellis, 
and  Carl  Rogers. 

"The  results  were  remarkable,”  says 
Dr.  Oden.  "They  indicated  no  significant 
differences  between  the  three  groups  in 
accurate  empathy,  nonpossessive 
warmth,  or  the  depth  of  self-exploration 
achieved  by  the  client.  Only  with  respect 
ot  self-congruence  were  the  eminent 
therapists  rated  significantly  higher  than 
the  lay  trainees.” 

Dr.  Oden  has  explored  the  theological 
implications  of  the  triad  and  found  the 
intriguingly  relevant  for  Christianity. 
"When  people  are  addressed  by  the 
Christian  message,  they  are  likely  to 
become  more  sensitive  to  the  feelings  of 
others,  while  becoming  more  self -critical 
of  their  own  emotive  processes.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  all  know  baptized,  active 
Christians  who  would  make  absolutely 
terrible  therapeutic  agents.” 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  P  Van  Dusen,  saying  there  are 
j‘too  many  helpless  old  people  who 
without  modern  medical  care  #ould  have 
died,”  together  planned  to  end  their  own 
lives  in  late  January,  according  to  a 
letter  from  the  couple  that  has  surfaced 
here. 

The  wife  of  the  former  president  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary  died  in 
Princeton,  N.J.  at  the  Van  Dusen  home 
on  Jan.  29  of  an  apparent  overdose  of 
barbiturates.  She  was  80  years  old. 

Friends  say  that  Dr.  Van  Dusen 
vomited  up  the  pills  he  took.  The 
theologian  died  about  two  weeks  later,  at 
the  age  of  77,  in  a  Belle  Meade,  N.J. 
clinic. 

His  death  certificate  lists  cause  of 
death  as  "cardio-respiratory  arrest,” 
Derek  Van  Dusen,  a  son,  told  Religious 
News  Service. 

“We  hope  that  you  will  understand 
what  we  have  done  even  though  some  of 
you  will  disapprove  of  it  and  some  be 
disillusioned  by  it,”  says  the  Van  Dusen 
letter,  addressed  to  friends  and  relatives. 

Dr.  John  Marshall,  medical  examiner 
of  Mercer  County,  N.J.,  in  which  Prince¬ 
ton  is  located,  said  Mrs.  Van  Dusen’s 
death  was  listed  as  suicide  because 
barbiturates  "equanil  '  and,  probably, 
seconal,  were  found  in  close  proximity” 
to  the  body.  Dr.  Van  Dusen  died  in 
another  county. 

The  letter  indicates  serious  ethical 
consideration  of  suicide  and  euthanasia, 
topics  that  associates  say  were  openly 
discussed  by  the  Presbyterian  couple. 

“Nowadays  it  is  difficult  to  die,”  the 
letter  states.  “We  feel  this  way  we  are 
taking  will  become  more  usual  and  ac¬ 
ceptable  as  the  years  pass.” 

The  letter  speaks  of  Mrs.  Van  Dusen’s 
arthritis  growing  worse  and  of  Dr.  Van 
Dusen’s  weakening  physical  condition 
since  he  suffered  a  stroke  five  years  ago. 
The  stroke  left  the  theologian  with  a 
speech  impediment,  according  to  Derek 
Van  Dusen. 

“We  are  both  increasingly  weak  and 
unwell  and  who  would  want  to  die  in  a 
nursing  home,”  the  letter  says. 

"We  have  both  had  very  full  and 
satisfying  lives,’'  says  the  letter,  which 
also  expresses  love  and  gratitude  to 
friends.  It  says  that  the  Van  Dusen’s 
children  "crowned”  their  happiness. 

The  letter  ends  with  a  prayer^  "O 
Lamb  of  God,  that  takest  away  the  sins  of 
the  world,  grant  us  Thy  peace.” 

Reactions  to  the  decision  reflected  in 
the  letter  were  mixed  among  those  close 
to  the  Van  Dusens. 

There  was  some  disagreement  in  the 
wake  of  the  initial  news  stories  on  the 
letter  on  how  the  Van  Dusens  viewed 
euthanasia,  and  on  how  the  taking  of 
one  s  own  life  related  to  that  view.  Both 
senior  Van  Dusens  were  members  of  the 
Euthanasia  Society  of  America. 

Debate  on  euthanasia  identifies  two 
forms,  active  and  passive,  the  latter 
usually  meaning  that  death  results  from 
removal  of  artificial  life-support 
equipment  or  from  a  decision  not  to  use 
such  systems. 

Derek  Van  Dusen  said  his  parents 
advocated  only  "passive  euthanasia.” 


He  added  that  in  a  1967  memorandum 
containing -"directions  to  medical  at¬ 
tendants”  his  father  took  the  position 
that  in  cases  of  certain  mental  or 
physical  disabilities  it  does  not  violate 
ethics  or  the  Hippocratic  Oath  to  decide 
not  to  extend  physical  life  by  mechanical 
means. 

In  1946,  Dr.  Van  Dusen  joined  40  other 
prominent  U.  S.  theologians  and 
clergymen  in  signing  a  statement, 
sponsored  by  the  Euthanasia  Society, 
saying  that  “voluntary  euthanasia,” 
practiced  with  safeguards,  is  not 
necessarily  "contrary  to  the  teachings  of 
Christ  or  the  principles  of  Christianity.” 

That  statement  proposed  the 
legalization  of  "painless  death”  for  those 
suffering  incurable,  lingering  illness  and 
who  desire  such  death. 

Bishop  says 
UMCORfood 
saved  Sahel 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

BIRMINGHAM,  Al.  —  Hunger  still 
stalks  the  Sahel,  but  not  starvation  — 
thanks  to  the  massive  relief  efforts  by  the 
church  and  the  U.  S.  government  —  says 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Carl  J.  Sanders 
of  the  episcopal  area  here.  He  just 
returned  from  Africa  on  a  fact-finding 
tour  as  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  and 
reported  his  conclusions  in  the  church 
newspaper  for  Alabama  and  West 
Florida  conferences. 

Almost  one  million  tons  of  food  came  to 
the  famine  area,  he  learned  from  the 
director  of  Church  World  Service,  the 
ecumenical  agency  through  which 
UMCOR  works. 

"The  people  of  Niger  were  saved,” 
Bishop  Sanders  said,  “by  the  most 
massive  response  ever  made  to  a  famine 
appeal.  150,000  tons  of  food  arrived  in  this 
one  country  alone.” 

The  Bishop  also  is  convinced  that  the 
food  actually  reached  the  people  who 
needed  it.  Everyone  he  talked  with  says 
that  it  did,  he  reported.  American 
Ambassador  to  Niger,  L.  Douglas  Heck, 
told  Bishop  Sanders,  "Trucks,  camels, 
donkeys  and  humans  carried  food  to  the 
bush  everywhere.  It  was  the  most 
amazing  record  of  getting  food  to  the 
people  that  I  have  ever  seen.” 

Bishop  Sanders  said  that  the  problems 
of  the  "unholy  trinity:  hunger, 
malnutrition  and  disease”  yet  plague  the 
area  and  that  the  church  and  other 
agencies  still  need  to  help  the  people 
there. 

Six  countries  lie  between  the  Sahara 
Desert  and  the  tropical  ralh  forest  on  the 
south.  The  word  "Sahara”  in  Arabic 
means  “nothing,”  he  said,  and  the  word 
"Sahel”  means  "on  the  edge  of  nothing.” 

"Tragically,”  Bishop  Sanders  said, 
"the  Sahara  is  encroaching  upon  these 
nations  at  various  speeds.  In  some 
places,  five  miles  a  year  and  in  others, 
ninety  miles  a  year.” 


All  petitioners  should  indicate  whether 
the  petition  is  sent  as  an  individual,  or  in 
the  name  of  an  organization.  If  the 
sender  is  an  individual,  he/  she  should 
indicate  the  local  United  Methodist 
Church  in  which  membership  is  held. 

Individuals  or  organizations  can  send 
separate  petitions  on  as  many  different 
subjects  as  they  desire. 

The  Rev.  Newell  P.  Knudson  has  been 
designated  petitions  secretary  by  Dr. 
Holt.  All  petitions  should  be  sent  in  the 
required  three  copies  to  him  at  P.O.  Box 
4866,  Eureka,  Calif.  95501  and  must  be  in 
his  hands  no  later  than  March  27,  1976. 

Because  of  the  large  number  of 
petitions  usually  received  for  General 
Conference  consideration,  Dr.  Holt  noted 
that  it  is  important  that  they  be  sent  well 
ahead  of  the  deadline  whenever  possible. 

Once  the  petitions  are  received  they 
are  numbered  and  marked  for  assign¬ 
ment  to  one  of  the  ten  legislative  com¬ 
mittees  which  will  consider  all  proposals 
before  making  recommendations  for 
their  adoption  or  rejection  by  the  General 
Conference  itself. 

The  legislative  committees  are  Church 
and  Society,  Conference,  Discipleship, 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  Global 
Ministries,  Local  Church,  Financial 
Administration,  Council  on  Ministries, 
Independent  Commissions  and  Adminis¬ 
trative  Order. 


Here,  in  the  helpful  style  you've  come 
to  expect  from  Dr.  Shedd,  Is  a  much- 
needed  book  for  our  troubled  times. 
Dr.  Shedd  gives  laymen  and  clergy 
the  "how  to"  of  rediscovering  the 
power  of  the  Bible  to  redirect  a  church 
toward  genuine  excitement  and 
ministry. 

For  pastors,  Shedd  offers  a  helpful 
checklist  to  make  preaching  biblical 
and  relevant  .  .  .  patterns  for  going 
through  the  Scriptures  .  .  .  practical 
guidelines  for  personal  study,  for 
putting  sermons  together. 

If  you're  ready  for  fresh,  real  Joy  — 
In  both  your  personal  and  your  church 
life  —  you'll  want  to  read  this  book. 
Then  you’ll  want  to  really  use  the 
Bible. 

This  book  is  a  companion  to  THE 
EXCITING  CHURCH,  WHERE  PEOPLE 
REALLY  PRAY,  also  by  Dr.  Shedd. 
Both  are  must  reading  for  pastors  and 
all  who  .really- care  about  the  church. 

THE  EXCITING  CHURCH, 
WHERE  THEY  REALLY 
USE  THE  BIBLE 

$3.95  at  your  bookstore 

WORDBOOKS 

for  people  on  the  grow 

Publisher.  Waco.  Texas  76703 
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Churches  struggle  with  inflation 

Members  give  more  but  still  can’t  keep  up,  managers  claim 


NEW  YORK  —  Church  people  are 
hurting  financially;  yet  they  also  are 
"giving  more  than  ever  before”  —  a 
giving  that,  unfortunately  in  most  cases, 
doesn’t  keep  pace  with  galloping  in¬ 
flation. 

That  was  the  problem  15  top  financial 
managers  of  major  churches  wrestled 
with  at  a  special  meeting  here  recently. 
They  also  heard  the  treasurer  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  who  is  also 
a  vice-president  of  Mobil  Oil,  say  he  does 
not  think  the  U.S.  will  ever  recover 
quickly  from  the  current  recession. 

"If  returning  to  normal  means 
returning  to  the  low  recession  rate  of  the 
early  1960’s,  I  doubt  that  will  happen  until 
the  end  of  the  century,"  L.  Milton  Woods 
said. 

The  meeting  was  called  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Commission  on 
Stewardship.  Discussion  focused  on  the 
impact  of  the  economic  situation  on  the 
local  congregation,  denominations  and 
ecumenical  work. 

On  the  denominational  level,  “We 
really  have  two  options  —  develop  more 
resources  or  cut  programs,”  said  the 
Rev.  Martin  E.  Carlson,  also  of  the 


Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

Mr.  Carlson  was  doubtful  that 
denominations  can  cut  programs 
because  so  many  of  them  today  are 
aimed  at  meeting  human  need. 

He  said  that  his  denomination’s  world 
hunger  budget  has  increased  from 
$250,000  to  more  than  $1  million  in  a 
year’s  time. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  D.  Weigum,  an 
American  Baptist  representative, 
presented  the  financial  plight  of  a  typical 
local  congregation. 

“First  Church,  Centerland,  U.S.A., 
with  a  $150,000  budget,  was  hit  by  an  8  per 
cent  inflation  rate  in  1973  and  a  12  per 
cent  inflation  rate  in  1974,”  he  said.  “In 
the  past  two  years  alone  that  means  a  20 
per  cent  added  cost  for  doing  the  same 
work. 

“No  one  knows  what  the  inflation  rate 
will  be  at  the  end  of  this  year,  but  we’ll  be 
lucky  if  it  is  less  than  double-digit.  If  one 
takes  then  the  hopeful  figure  of  28  per 
cent  inflation  rate  over  the  three-year 
period,  and  stacks  that  against  a  12  per 
cent  rise  in  giving  .  .  .  First  Church, 
Centerland,  is  still  16  per  cent  better  than 
it  was  three  years  ago.” 


While  giving  may  have  been  in¬ 
creasing,  Mr.  Weigum  feels  that 
members  can  do  more  —  at  least  that 
large  percentage  of  church  membership 
that  does  not  contribute  with  regularity. 

“Only  40  per  cent  of  church  members 
regularly  attend  services  and  any  pastor 
knows  that  some  20  per  cent  of  the 
membership  gives  one-half  of  the 
congregational  budget,”  he  said. 

He  suggested  that  churches  con¬ 
centrate  on  “evangelizing  the  saved” 
and  begin  programs  of  "value 
clarification  for  those  who  are  mem¬ 
bers.” 

Mr.  Weigum  said  that  inflation  might 
be  a  good  thing  if  it  makes  the  church  and 
its  membership  aware  of  the  plight  of  the 
poor  and  causes  them  to  strip  away 
waste. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Lott  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship 
reminded  church  financial  officers  that 
promotion  in  both  fund-raising  and 
programs  can  be  done  cooperatively, 
probably  at  reduced  cost. 


“Each  of  us  separately  doesn’t  have  to 
re-invent  the  wheel,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Hempfling  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
offered  a  reminder  that  the  church  is  not 
founded  on  economics  and  it  has  fiscal 
problems  in  every  age. 

Remembering  that  the  church  is 
founded  on  God,  he  said,  provides  a 
needed  and  larger  perspective  in  a  bad 
time. 

“All  I  know  is  that  people  are  hurting 
and  that  the  church  is  called  to  minister 
to  people  who  hurt  —  if  we  do  that,  God 
will  provide  the  resources,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Woods  called  the  recession  the 
“longest  and  deepest  since  World  War  II 
and  no  upturn  yet  at  hand.” 

He  told  those  in  attendance,  however, 
that  the  recession  had  impacted  some 
sections  of  the  country  much  more 
severely  than  others,  and  that  in  light  of 
its  unevenness,  he  thought  they  still  could 
plan  such  things  as  capital  fund  drives. 
“It’s  not  a  good  year,  but  it’s  also  not  a 
bad  year  everywhere.” 


Youth  relate  faith  to 
citizenship  firsthand 


Adventist:  God  is  ‘He’ 


By  LIZ  POWERS  and 
JEANNE  R.  RIMES 
Special  To  TM/  UMR 
TOPEKA,  Ks.  —  A  United  Methodist 
Christian  Citizenship  Seminar  staged 
here  recently  may  have  made  its  point. 
At  least  one  youthful  participant  came 
away  saying,  “I  learned  a  lot  about  the 
legislature  and  also  a  lot  about  people.” 

Purpose  of  the  seminar  was  to  show  a 
working  relationship  between  the 
Christian  faith  and  the  legislative 
processes  of  state  government.  What 
better  way,  decided  the  United  Methodist 
Councils  on  Youth  Ministries  of  Kansas 
East  and  Kansas  West  Conferences,  than 
to  take  a  group  of  youth  and  adults  to 
“where  it’s  at”  —  the  Kansas  State 
Capitol  —  for  a  three-day  experience  in 
government? 


Approximately  30  Kansas  Area  youth 
saw  government  in  action,  as  they  at¬ 
tended  House  and  Senate  sessions,  sat  in 
on  committee  meetings  and  met  with 
Kansas  Gov.  Robert  Bennett,  Senate 
President  Richard  Rogers  and  other 
officials. 

Helping  the  youth  relate  what  they  saw 
to  what  they  believe  as  Christians  was 
the  Rev.  Richard  Lewis,  United 
Methodist  campus  minister  at  Washburn 
University  of  Topeka.  “Theology  which 
is  not  up-to-date  is  a  false  theology,”  Mr. 
Lewis  told  the  young  people. 

He  said  Christians  need  to  get  involved 
in  the  political  system  because 
“Christians  are  more  likely  to  be  sen¬ 
sitive  and  have  commitment  to  public 
interests.” 


U.S.  Congress- 
woman  Martha 
Keys  speaks  frank¬ 
ly  to  Kansas  area 
United  Methodist 
youth  about  the  eco¬ 
nomic  situation  at 
the  Christian  Citi¬ 
zenship..  Seminar 
held  in  Topeka. 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  A 
Seventh-day  Adventist  general  church 
publication  has  strongly  opposed  the 
suggestion  that  religious  groups  stop 
using  masculine  pronouns  to  refer  to 
God. 

“To  do  this  would  destroy  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  strong  imagery  and 
symbolism  of  the  Scriptures,”  said 
editor  Kenneth  H.  Wood  in  a  recent 
issue  of  “Review  and  Herald.” 

“While  we  believe  that  women 
should  be  accorded  equal  dignity  with 
men  (since  all  human  beings  are 
equal  under  God),  and  we  favor 
equality  for  women  in  job  op¬ 
portunities  and  pay,”  Mr.  Wood’s 
editorial  said,  “we  do  not  favor  the 
suggestion  in  the  Journal  of 
Ecumenical  Studies  that  we  cease 
using  masculine  pronouns  to  refer  to 
God,  and  feminine  pronouns  to  refer 
to  the  church.” 


The  Adventist  editor  said  “it  is 
important  for  us  to  keep  in  step  with 
the  times.  It  is  important  for  us  to 
avoid  giving  unnecessary  offense  to 
any  group.” 

“But  let  us  not1  become  so  relevant 
that  we  become  irrelevant.  In  our 
efforts  to  do  justice  to  the  feminist 
movement  or  any  other  contemporary 
movement,  let  us  not  do  injustice  to 
the  Word  of  God.” 

Mr.  Wood  said  that  “Jesus  was  born 
into  this  world  as  a  man,  not  a  woman. 
The  Prophet  Isaiah  declared,  ‘Unto  us 
a  son  is  given’  (Isa.  9:6).  If  we  are  to 
treat  the  Bible  and  the  plan  of 
salvation  with  integrity,  we  must  use 
masculine  pronouns  to  refer  to 
Jesus.” 

Throughout  his  earthly  ministry  j 
Christ  referred  to  God  as  His  Father,  : 
the  editorial  said. 


Joint  U.M.  revival  called 
6 new  Pentecost 5  experience 
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TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  -  With  a 
response  that  some  saw  as  “clear 
evidence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at  work,”  a 
unique  cooperative  United  Methodist 
Revival  here  recently  ran  three  days 
longer  than-  scheduled  and  drew  a  total 
attendance  of  more  than  3,000  persons. 

“We’ve  experienced  a  new  Pentecost,” 
was  the  way  one  participant  put  it. 

The  revival  was  a  joint  venture  of  eight 
United  Methodist  churches  in  the  West 
Side  Parish  of  this  capitol  city,  the  first 
project  of  a  newly-formed  Parish  Council 


Pros  play  for 6  glory  of  God’ 


Players  share  Christ 
from  built-in  podium 

DALLAS  (RNS)  —  Some  90 
professional  football  and  baseball 
players,  gathered  here  for  a  Christian 
training  conference,  said  they’ve  learned 
that  their  performances  on  the  field  are 
for  the  glory  of  God. 

“The  winning  aspect  of  pro  football  is 
no  longer  my  God,”  said  John  Niland  of 
the  Dallas  Cowboys.  “I  know  if  we  win  or 
lose  it’s  for  the  glory  of  God.” 

Training  session  leaders  included 
athletes  Norm  Evans  of  the  Miami 
Dolphins,  Tom  Graham  and  Andy 
Hamilton  of  the  Kansas  City  Chiefs,  Mike 
McCoy  of  the  Green  Bay  Packers,  and 
Greg  Brezina  of  the  Atlanta  Falcons. 

“We  have  a  built-in  podium,"  said 
Dave  Roberts  of  the  Houston  Astros.  “We 
have  lots  of  opportunities  to  go  to  civic 
group  and  schools.  And  we  probably 
have  a  more  dramatic  impact  than 
ministers.” 

“Youth  are  faced  with  problems  today. 
We’ve  found  the  answer  in  Christ  and  we 
have  a  moral  obligation  to  share  this,” 
Mr.  McCoy  said  at  a  news  conference. 
“This  training  enables  us  to  com¬ 
municate  better.” 
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“These  are  changing  times,”  said 
Calvin  Jones  of  the  Denver  Broncos.  “As 
an  athlete,  you  become  aware  that 
there’s  more  to  life  than  people  yelling  in 
the  stands,  and  people  telling  vou  you're 
great.  Deep  down  inside  you  still  have  an 
emptiness.  And  Christ  can  fill  that  void. 

Participating  in  the  conference  was 
Watson  Spoelstra,  a  former  sportswriter 
who  founded  Baseball  Chapel,  Inc.,  a 
program  of  worship  services  for  baseball 
players  on  the  road. 

‘There’s  an  acceleration  of  spiritual 
matters  in  the  whole  world,  Mr. 
Spoelstra  said,  “in  the  sports  world 
especially.  These  fellows  have  needs, 
just  like  everyone  else.” 

Jeff  Siemon  of  the  Minnesota  Vikings 
said  he  never  prays  for  a  victory,  even 
before  this  year’s  Super  Bowl  game.  “I 
always  pray  that  whatever  the  outcome, 
it  will  be  used  for  God’s  glory.  After  the 
(Super  Bowl)  game,  I  felt  like  crawling 
in  a  hole,  but  I  also  had  a  sense  of  peace 
and  satisfaction  knowing  that  I  played 
my  best  game,  gave  my  best  effort. 

‘The  Christian  life  is  filled  not  only 
with  tremendous  joy,  but  with  tremen¬ 
dous  suffering  and  heartbreak.  Christ 
uses  it  to  build  character,”  Mr.  Siemon 
said. 

Four  football  players  spoke  at  a 
banquet  given  by  the  Dallas  Christian 
Men’s  Club  attended  by  300  fatherless 
boys  from  the  area. 

The  Pro  Athletes  Conference  is  the  fifth 
annual  program  of  seminars  sponsored 
by  Athletes  in  Action,  Sports  World 
Chaplaincy,  Pro  Athletes  Outreach  and 
the  Baseball  Chapel,  Inc. 
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Tackle  honors  God, 
trains  Christians 

DALLAS  (RNS)  —  Norm  Evans  of  the 
Miami  Dolphins  says  he  became  a 
Christian  nine  years  ago  and  believes 
he’s  a  better  athlete  because  of  it. 

“Now  I  understand  where  my  ability 
comes  from.  I  have  a  sense  of  purpose. 
I’m  not  just  playing  for  money.  I’m 
playing  because  I  want  to  honor  God,”  he 
says. 

A  few  years  ago,  Mr.  Evans  and  other 
pro  athletes  and  businessmen  decided  to 
organize  Pro  Athletes  Outreach  to 
“train”  players  in  Christianity. 

“Our  primary  thrust  is  bringing  pro 
athletes  to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  teaching 
them  to  live  consistent  Christian  lives 
and  to  share  that  life  with  others,”  he 
says. 

The  great  offensive  tackle  came  here 
for  a  weekend  Christian  training  con¬ 
ference  in  which  he  conducted  a  session 
called,  “How  to  Walk  in  the  Spirit.”  He 
says  he  teaches  the  basic  “how-tos  of 
Christianity.” 

“Everyone  has  the  same  basic  needs  — 
to  find  purpose,  meaning,  lasting  quality 
in  life,”  Mr.  Evans  says.  “The  only  way 
to  find  true  peace  is  through  a  personal 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.” 

He  directs  his  efforts  at  professional 
athletes  because  he  says  they  have  a 
“fantastic  potential”  to  reach  young 
Americans  and  football  fans. 

“Young  people  are  searching  for 
something,  they  want  something  real, 
something  that  works,”  Mr.  Evans  says. 
“By  sharing  our  personal  experiences 
with  them  it  increases  our  credibility.” 

The  All-Pro  lineman  said  he  became  a 
Christian  when  he  and  his  wife  heard  Bob 
Harrington,  “the  chaplain  of  Bourbon 
Street.”  "I  discovered  God  loved  me,  and 
that  I  could  be  a  Christian  by  a  personal 
commitment  to  Him,”  he  says. 

“I  discovered  God  loved  me,  and  that  I 
could  be  a  Christian  by  a  personal 
commitment  to  Him,”  he  says. 

His  total  attitude  has  changed.  “I’ve 
had  a  completely  new  love  relationship 
with  my  family,  my  children  and 
everyone  I  come  in  contact  with. 

“I  had  knowledge  of  Christ  before,  but 
I  never  really  trusted  my  life  to  him.” 

How  does  he  reconcile  the  violent 
nature  of  football  with  Christianity? 

"God’s  given  me  the  ability  to  be  an 
athlete.  And  as  a  believer  in  Jesus  Christ, 
it’s  my  responsibility  to  maximize  that 
ability,”  he  says.  The  purpose  of  a 
Christian’s  life  is  to  use  his  ability  to 
honor  God.” 


on  Ministries. 

Planned  and  staffed  cooperatively  by 
parish  congregations,  the  revival  was 
originally  scheduled  for  four  nights  at 
Central  UMC.  Preaching  was  by  United 
Methodist  evangelist  Dr.  Andrew 
Gallman,  of  Wilmore,  Ky.~ 

But  as  attendance  mounted  and  peaked 
one  night  at  well  over  500  persons  and 
altar  calls  brought  increasing  numbers 
of  people  forward,  “it  was  clearly 
evident  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  directing 
that  the  meetings  must  go  on,”  the  Rev. 
Eugene  M.  Garlow,  pastor  of  Weekley 
Memorial  UMC,  told  TM/UMR. 

Special  daily  studies  on  “The  Holy 
Spirit”  began  spontaneously,  Mr.  Garlow 
said,  and  drew  more  than  50  people  on 
their  final  day.  At  a  special  anointing  and 
healing  service  on  Sunday  afternoon,  337 
persons  kept  the  nine  ministers  busy  for 
two  hours. 

“If  it’s  the  Lord’s  will,  we  will 
definitely  have  another  cooperative 
revival  next  year,”  he  said.  “Plans  are 
already  underway.” 

Meanwhile,  he  sees  signs  that  the 
revival  will  be  of  continuing  benefit  to 
local  churches.  Several  baptisms  in  his 
own  church  have  resulted,  he  believes, 
from  involvement  in  the  revival.  “And  all 
of  the  counselors  in  the  participating 
churches  are  available  for  continuing 
counseling,”  he  said. 

Coordinated  by  the  Parish  Council,  the 
revival  was  planned  by  committees 
from  participating  churches. 

AMU  may  join 
U  of  A,  joint 
task  force  says 

TM/UMR  ^ff  Special 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska  -  Alaska 
Methodist  University  faculty  and  pro¬ 
grams  can  be  successfully  assimilated 
into  Alaska’s  state  university  if  funding 
is  adequate,  joint  task  forces  from  the 
two  institutions  have  agreed. 

Task  force  approval  of  the  passible 
transfer  came  last  week  after  a  review  of 
reports  from  14  study  groups  jointly 
named  by  AMU  and  the  University  of 
Alaska. 

United  ^ethodist-related  AMU  may 
have  to  close  its  ^loqrs  jn  June  because  of 
financial  trouble,  despite  continuing 
efforts  by  some  United  Methodist 
individuals  and  groups  to  save  the 
beleaguered  institution. 

The  key  recommendation  is  one  more 
step  in  what  AMU  Dean  Ross  Schaff,  a 
co-chairman  of  the  task  forces,  calls  “a 
joint  attempt  to  arrive  at  recommenda¬ 
tions  that  would  enhance  higher  educa¬ 
tion  in  Alaska.” 

The  announcement  follows  a  previous 
recommendation,  already  approved  by 
the  presidents  of  both  institutions,  to 
allow  all  AMU  students  to  be  accepted  for 
admission  to  UA  and  to  permit  curent 
AMU  juniors  and  seniors  to  graduate 
uner  AMU  catalog  requirements,  subject 
to  final  task  force  approval. 

In  continuing  dialogue,  the  group  is 
preparing  this  week  a  cost  analysis  and  a 
report  on  the  possible  assimilation  of 
AMU  support  staff  into  the  state  uni¬ 
versity’s  structure,  Dean  Schaff  said. 
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Village  life  in  Acuatupu  where  a  United  Methodist  mission  under  the  Costa  Rica 
Conference  has  taken  root,  reflects  the  typical  lifestyle  of  the  islands  of  the  San  Bias 
Archipelago  which  stretches  some  80  miles  down  the  Atlantic  Coast  from  the 
Panama  Canal  to  Colombia,  South  America.  Here  the  Cuna  Indians,  inhabitants  of 
the  islands,  make  the  “mola,”  a  fabric  art  which  has  recently  begun  to  show  in  its 
patterns  the  influence  exerted  by  Christian  missions.  Until  recent  years,  po 
Christian  missionaries  were  allowed  in  Acuatupu. 


Christian  motif  appears 


in  Cuna  Indian  art  form 


SAN  BLAS  ARCHIPELAGO  - 
Christian  influence  has  come  to  this 
isolated  stretch  of  small  islands  off  the 
coasts  of  Panama  and  Colombia,  South 
America,  and  nowhere  is  it  more  evident 
than  in  the  ancient  art  forms  of  the 
people  who  live  here. 

Inhabitants  of  these  islands  are  the 
Cuna  Indians,  who  until  recently  had  had 
no  contact  with  the  Christian  faith.  Now 
Leonidas  and  Carmen  Arias,  United 
Methodist  missionaries,  are  at  work  on 
the  island  of  Acuatupu  and  a  lot  of  things 
are  changing. 

Mr.  Arias  is  a  Cuna  himself  and  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Costa  Rica. 

Primary  art  form  of  the  Cunas  is  the 
“mola,"  a  colorfully  designed  piece  of 
fabric.  Once  containing  various 
traditional  cultural  depictions,  many 
molas  are  now  being  made  in  Christian 
motif.  The  molas  are  worn  by  Cuna 
women  as  blouses. 

The  woman  making  a  mola  begins  by 
sandwiching  several  different  pieces  of' 
solid  colored  cloths  together.  She  then 
sketches  her  design  on  the  top  one  and 
begins  to  cut  through  the  fabrics  to  ex¬ 
pose  different  colors  for  her  selected 
design.  All  the  while  she  does  this,  she 
turns  under  the  raw  edges  and  stitches 
them  down. 

Each  mola  is  done  with  perfection  and 
it  may  take  as  long  as  a  month  to  com¬ 
plete. 

Among  Christian  symbols  now  ap¬ 
pearing  in  mola  designs  are  depictions  of 
the  crucifixion  and  the  nativity. 

PHOTOES  AND  INFORMATION  COURTESY 
OF  MARJORIE  VANDERELDE 


While  the  original  designs  of  the 
“mola”  reflect  tribal  culture,  this  Cuna 
Indian  woman  shows  the  Christian  in¬ 
fluence  with  Jesus  in  a  crucifix  position. 
She  has  also  included  some  old  religion 
symbols  of  snake  coils  and  black-faced 
evil  spirits. 


Classified 

Rale:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adverlslng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  11.00  per  Insertion 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 

Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  78708. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  S2.50  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.’s. 
ellzabeth’s  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  2S351, 
Houston,  Texas  77005. 

NEW  YORK  TO  LUXEMBOURG.  *299  round 
trip.  Icelandic.  50  escorted  tours.  Independent, 
on  your  own.  Earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours.  2330 
Chimney  Rock.  Houston.  Texas  77027.  (713)- 
782-1601. 

"HOW  TO  QUIT  SMOKING  PAINLESSLY”.  j 

Book  and  tests.  Classroom  proven  method. 
Moneyback  guarantee.  *1.00,  5  for  *4.00, 10  for 
*7 JO.  Doug  Henderson,  985  Vienna.  San 
Francisco.  Cal.  94112. 

YOUTH  MINISTER:  Dedicated  and  per¬ 
sonable  Christian  qualified  to  direct  an  active 
education  and  fellowship  program  far  all 
school  ages.  Downtown  church  —  2200 
members.  Negotiable  salary  plus  pension 
plan.  Write  for  application  forms  to:  Business 
Manager.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P. 

O.  Box  1138,  St.  Petersburg.  Fla.  33731. 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 
Education:  Capable  of  organizing  and  ad¬ 
ministering  youth  and  total  Christian 
education  program  In  500-member  church. 
Contact:  Box  675.  Grand  Blanc,  Mich.  48439. 

ALPS  AND  RHINE  PLUS:  Six  days  In  the 
Alps.  Three-day  Rhine  cruise.  Paris, 
Amsterdam  and  London.  June  17  to  July  6. 

*1767  from  Houston.  *1609  from  New  York.  F« 
free  brochure,  write:  Rev.  Frederick  Marsh, 

1320  Main  St..  Houston,  Texas  77002.  PAN 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery.  408 

S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3680. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  Requires  a  person  with  a 
Bachelor's  Degree  from  an  accredited  college 
or  university.  Prefe.  a  person  with  a  major  In 
vocal  or  choral  music.  Must  have  a  personality 
that  will  attract  children  and  the  ability  to 
work  with  children  under  emotional  stress. 
CONTACT:  Personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

HAMMOND  ORGAN:  E  100  Console.  Three 
years  old.  new  condition.  Half  price.  Write:  311 
Johnson  Dr..  EUwood  City.  PA.  16117.  Tel. 

(412)  758-8794. 

DIRECTOR 

LOANS  AND  SCHOLARSHIPS  PROGRAM 
UNITED  METHODIST  BOARD 

OF  HIGHER  EDUCATION  AND  MINISTRY 
Division  of  Higher  Education 

Office  director  vacancy  to  be  filled  In  the 
near  future.  Applicants  should  have  knowledge 
of  computer  processes  and  data  use. 
managerial  abilities,  and  collection  ex¬ 
perience  related  to  educational  loans. 
Advanced  degree  required. 

In  keeping  with  Its  Affirmative  Action 
policy,  the  Board  encourages  application  by 
qualified  women  and  minority  persons. 
Salary:  *12.000  -  *14,000.  Please  send  current 
vitae  to:  Dr.  Fred  E.  Harris.  P.  O.  Box  87L 
Nashville.  Tennessee  37202. 

AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 

ANNUAL  FINANCE  COUNSEL  available  on 
contract  basis  for  1975.  Calendar  currently 
flexible  to  your  congregation's  needs. 
Cavanaugh  Associates.  915  Kern  Drive,  El 
Paso.  Texas  79902.  (915  )  533-6759. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  ElUng  Dr.. 
Waco,  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  799-5049. 

OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY?  Retire  ou  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  re  tire  m- 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  r~77lJe  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser- 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950,  (408)-375-S12S. 

PRESIDENT 

NATIONAL  METHODIST  FOUNDATION 
far 

CHRISTIAN  HIGHER  EDUCATION 

The  Foundation  announces  a  vacancy  to  be 
filled  July  1.  1973.  Applicants  should  have 

Ph.D.  and  knowledge  of  tax  laws  and 
regulations.  Foundation  administers  gifts  and 
bequests.  Institutional  grants  and  awards, 
serves  as  liaison  between  church -college, 
consults  with  colleges  on  financial  planning 
and  program,  secures  new  resources  for 
United  Methodist  higher  education,  etc. 

In  keeping  with  Its  Affirmative  Action 
policy,  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  encourages  application  by  qualified 
women  and  minority  persons.  Salary  and 
fringe  benefits  competitive.  Please  send 
current  vitae  to:  Dr.  Fred  E.  Harris,  P.  O.  Box 

87L  NashrlUe,  Tennessee  37202 

AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  Full  time  music 
ministry  for  qualified  choral  director.  Adult, 
youth  and  graded  children's  choirs.  Downtown 
church  —  2300  members.  Negotiable  salary 
phis  pension  plan.  Write  far  application  firms 
to:  Business  Manager.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.  O.  Box  1138,  St.  Petersburg.  Fla. 
33731. 

RETIRING?  LOOKING  FOR  A  HOME?  Rent 
new  two-bedroom  cottage  In  Bella  Vista, 
Arkansas.  Write:  Rev.  Melvoo  Ireland.  4530 

A..  Lincoln,  NB.  68510,  or  Arkansas  Realty. 
Benton vllle.  Ark.  72712. 

YOUR  SPARE  BOOKS  of  trading  stamps  will 
help  get  a  mini-bus  far  Eliza  Johnson  Center, 
nursing  home  for  aged  Negroes  In  Houston, 
Texas.  Label  ''Stamps.''  Mall  to:  First 
Methodist  Church.  1330  Main.  Houston.  TX. 
77002. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (117)  MI5-920J  Keene,  Texas  76059 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 
quality  warmhearted  30- minute  radio  program 
is  available  to  you  and  your  community 
without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility  Is  either 
to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated,  sponsored 
or  underwritten.  We  provide  the  tapes  ccan- 
pletely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hn«ir.  P.  O.  Box 

77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

A  special  membership  pin  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Edward 
Mazzeno  by  Mrs.  Edwin  Darouse  at  a  recent  general  meeting 
of  United  Methodist  Women  of  First  Church,  Hammond.  Each 
year  the  pin  is  presented  to  the  person  chosen  as  having 
At  Lecompte  Methodist,  Mrs.  Dave  Carlton  is  shown  contributed  most  to  the  organization  during  the  preceding 
presenting  a  special  membership  pin  to  Mrs.  Bob  Ward.  year. 


Trinity  Church,  Baldwin,  holds 
Council  on  Ministries  Workshop 


Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  staff  member,  is  shown 
leading  a  workshop  at  Trinity  Church,  Baldwin. 


Dr.  Carlton  R.  Young,  professor  of 
Church  Music  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  is  to  receive  audition  record¬ 
ings  from  choral  and  choral-instru¬ 
mental  groups  interested  in  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  1976  General  Conference 
meeting  in  Portland,  April  28-May  6, 
1975,  according  to  the  Committee  on 
Program. 


Groups  interested  in  providing  audition 
sound  recordings  are  invited  to  mail 
them  to:  Dr.  Carlton  R.  Young,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  Texas 
75275. 


Multiple  Staff  Workshop  Planned 


A  Multiple  Staff  Workshop  for  both 
paid  and  volunteer  staff  persons  of  local 
churches  is  planned  for  April  21-22, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas.  The 
senior  pastor  must  be  in  attendance  with 
at  least  one  staff  person.  Registration  fee 
for  the  workshop  is  $10.00  per  person. 
Housing,  meals  and  travel  will  be  in 
addition  to  the  registration  fee. 
Registration  should  be  made  through  the 
annual  conference  Council  Director.  The 
enterprise  is  sponsored  jointly  by  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 


Southside 

The  “Youth  Valentine  Banquet”  was 
held  at  Southside  Church,  Monroe,  on  — 
of  course  —  February  14.  Seventy-six 
youth  attended,  and  heard  guest  speaker 
Harry  Addison,  author  of  “Write  It  Down 
for  Me  Daddy.” 

A  banquet  was  enjoyed  in  the  Anna 
Gray  Noe  Gym,  and  the  royal  court  was 
crowned.  They  are  shown  (below): 
Kenneth  Beall,  prince;  Lori  Klick, 
princess;  Brad  Newcomer,  king;  Cheryl 
Robinson,  queen.  The  dinner  was 
prepared  and  served  by  members  of 
UMW.  The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  pastor. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean  Boozer  are  youth 
directors  at  Southside. 


First  Church ,  Eunice , 
presents  awards  to  laypersons 


Felicity  Church 


has  organ  available 

Felicity  Church,  New  Orleans,  recently 
completed  restoration  of  her  historic  pipe 
organ.  As  a  result,  Felicity  has  a 
Hammond  C-3  church  organ  available. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  pastor,  notes  that 
the  Hammond  is  in  good  condition  and  is 
wjfaf  complete  with  speakers.  Any  church 
_  interested  in  purchasing  the  organ  at 
reasonable  cost  is  invited  to  contact  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Holt  at  1818  Chestnut  Street, 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130. 


An  honorary  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters 
degree  from  Centenary  College  was 
conferred  upon  former  Maine  Senator 
Margaret  Chase  Smith  during  her  stay  at  r 
the  college  February  23-28.  The  former  George  B.  Franklin,  Jr.  is  shown  here  presenting  the  keys  for  the  new  Rayville 
Senator  was  a  visiting  Woodrow  Wilson  Church  bus  to  Ronald  L.  Brown,  chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board.  Looking  on, 
Senior  Fellow  during  that  time.  extreme  left,  is  Billy  Landrum,  chairman  of  the  Bus  Committee;  and  on  the  extreme 

-  right  is  George  L.  Gladney.  Jr.,  vice-chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board.  Mr.  and 

Local  high  schools  participated  in  a  ^ rs '  ^ran^^n  donated  the  bus  to  the  church.  J.  Taylor  Wall  is  pastor  of  the  Rayville 
performing  arts  program  at  Dillard  church- 


A  Council  on  Ministries  Workshop,  led 
by  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  was  held 
recently  at  Trinity  Church,  Baldwin.  The 
Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan  is  pastor  of 
Trinity. 

Participating  in  the  workshop  were,  in 
addition  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Lathan  and 


Mrs.  Chrisentery,  the  following  persons: 
Mrs.  Nedra  Washington,  Mrs.  Alva  Mae 
Charatain,  Mrs.  Deola  Lewis,  Mrs. 
Leotha  Pickett,  Mrs.  Mildred  Buckner, 
Mrs.  Everlyn  J.  Lewis,  Mrs.  Everlyn 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Olga  Cooper,  and  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Gibbs. 


Church  youth  enjoy  festivities 


Mangum 

Royalty  reigned  in  Fellowship  Hall  at 
Mangum  Church,  Shreveport,  on 
February  14,  as  the  annual  Sweetheart 
Banquet  got  under  way.  Twenty-eight 
were  in  attendance,  and  good  food  was  an 
enjoyable  feature.  Highlight  of  the 
evening  was  crowning  of  the  royal  court, 
which  included:  Maureen  Christian, 
queen;  Cliff  Zwahlen,  king;  Becky 
Watson,  princess;  Danny  Zwahlen, 
prince.  Carol  Erwin  was  “Miss  Valen¬ 
tine.”  The  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon  is  pastor. 
Kathi  Breazealle  is  director  of  U.M.Y.  at 
Mangum. 

Left  to  right  (below)  are  Becky  Wat¬ 
son,  Cliff  Zwahlen,  Maureen  Christian, 
Danny  Zwahlen,  and  Carol  Erwin. 


First  Church,  Franklin 


TheUMY  of  First 
Church,  Franklin, 
entered  a  float  in 
the  Franklin  Mar- 
di  Gras  Parade  on 
February  11.  In  co¬ 
operation  with  the 
youth  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in 
Franklin,  the  float 
featured  “Gabriel,” 
a  Christian  folk 
singing  group.  In 
addition  to  candy, 
the  young  people 
threw  especially 
prepared  Mardi 
Gras  tracts  printed 
by  the  American 
Bible  Society. 


Glenmora  Church,  in  a  recent  note  to 
this  newspaper  indicated  that  because  of 
the  efforts  of  members,  subscriptions 
tripled  from  last  year!  According  to  their 
church  office,  this  increased  number 
“  . .  .  was  due  to  the  diligent  effort  and 


dedication  of  our  sales  chairman,  Mrs. 
Lucille  Mohr  ...”  Pastor  of  the  church 
is  James  W.  Putnam. 

The  third  Annual  Festival  of  the  Arts, 
sponsored  by  First  Church  Lake  Charles, 


Awards  for  outstanding  layman  and  laywoman  of  the  year  were  presented 
recently  at  First  Church,  Eunice.  Recipients  Mrs.  Betty  Carlin  and  Deyo  Jodon  are 
shown  here.  Dr.  James  Moore  ( third  from  left),  chairman  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries,  is  pictured  making  the  presentations  as  the  Rev.  William  Eubanks, 
pastor,  looks  on.  Purpose  of  the  awards  presentation  is  to  honor  a  man  and  woman 
annually  from  the  congregation  for  dedicated  service  to  the  church  and  community. 
This  was  the  first  year  that  the  awards  have  been  made,  but  it  is  planned  as  an 
annual  event,  (photograph  courtesy  of  EUNICE  NEWS.) 


is  scheduled  to  take  place  March  23-26, 
according  to  festival  chairman  Mrs. 
Edward  Steiner.  The  exhibit  will  be 
divided  into  three  sections:  general, 
religious,  and  youth  (ages  6-18).  Awards 
will  be  made.  Art  forms  include  sculp¬ 
ture,  paintings,  collages,  drawings, 
graphics  and  photography.  George  F. 
Pearce,  Jr.  is  pastor  of  First  Church. 

Asbury  Church,  Norwood  Circuit, 
observed  family  day  with  spiritual  and 
recreational  emphases.  The  program 
was  also  marked  by  financial  success. 
The  Rev.  James  A.  Smith  is  pastor. 

An  idea  from  one  church  and  her 
pastor:  “.  .  .  I’ve  decided,  this  time 
intentionally,  to  forego  lunch  one  day  per 
week  during  Lent  .  .  .  I’ve  also  decided 
to  set  aside  each  week  the  cost  of  that 
meal,  and  on  Easter  present  this  gift  for 
a  mission  need  somehwere  in  the  world 
...”  This  pastor  believes  that  “  .  .  . 
giving  is  not  enough.  We  must  also  give 
up  ...”  A  good  Lenten  idea! 

Merryville  Church  is,  according  to 
news  from  that  area,  “really  booming 
...”  They  have  a  new  Men’s  Study 
Group;  the  Ladies’  Class  has  a  self- 
denial  project;  a  visiting  list  has  been  set 
up  through  the  Evangelism  Committee; 
and  many  young  persons  are  showing 
increasing  interest  in  evangelistic  effort. 
Pastor  is  the  Rev.  Burton  F.  Blair. 


University  on  March  6.  The  Ethiopian 
theatre  group  also  performed.  Schools  in 
the  New  Orleans  area  which  took  part 
included:  Fortier,  Nicholls,  Landry, 
John  McDonogh,  and  Booker  T.  Washing¬ 
ton. 


St.  Luke’s  Church,  Shreveport,  hon¬ 
ored  its  students  on  Student  Recognition 
Sunday  during  the  Christmas  Holidays. 
Randy  Nichols,  student  in  Candler  School 
of  Theology,  Emory  University,  preach¬ 
ed  at  the  morning  worship  service. 
Shown,  from  left:  Martin  Poole, 
Centenary;  Lynn  Westbrook,  Westpoint; 
Annette  Hilburn,  Northeast  LA;  Kandy 
Nichols:  and  Jim  Poole,  Centenary. 


The  V. I. P.’s  of  St.  Andrew  Church,  New  Orleans,  shown  here,  were  recently 
hosted  to  a  special  dinner  at  Hi  Rise  Holiday  Inn  in  New  Orleans.  Lucy  Cline  Smith  is 
chairperson  of  the  group.  V.I.P.  is  “short”  for  VENERABLE  INDEPENDENT 
PEOPLE,  the  church’s  very  important  Senior  Citizens  group. 

Rayville  has  new  church  bus 


The  “New  Day”  Sunday  School  Class 
of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Church  celebrated  its  seventh  an¬ 
niversary  on  March  2.  They  conducted  a 
lay  member  program  for  the 
congregation  at  the  regular  morning 
worship  service.  New  officers  were  in¬ 
stalled  the  following  Sunday.  Pastor  of 
the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Church 
(Bogalusa)  is  the  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain. 


Around  our  Conference 


It  was  an  ''all-age"  Valentine  party  at  First  Church,  Arcadia,  on  the  special  day! 
Many  activities  took  place,  and  one  of  the  contests  was  decorating  cup  cakes.  The 
picture  shows  that  even  the  youngest  had  a  good  time. 
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Bishop’s  Message 

.  Crutchfield  and  I  are  proud  possessors  of  two  baseballs  autographed 

_ int  to  us  by  Mr.  Vida  Blue,  these  gifts  having  come  through  his  pastor,  the 

Reverend  George  Thomas  of  Wesley  Church  in  Mansfield,  where  Mr.  Blue  is  a 
loyal  member.  Mr.  Vida  Blue  is  said  to  be  a  fine  Christian  athlete,  reflecting  the 
very  best  in  Christian  home  training  and  churchmanship.  We  are  extremely 
grateful  for  his  stewardship  and  loyal  support  of  his  local  congregation.  The 
next  time  we  go  to  Odessa,  at  least  one  of  these  baseballs  will  come  into  the 
possession  of  our  grandson,  who  is  already  beginning  to  show  some  evidence  of 
athletic  interest.  Needless  to  say,  we  are  Oakland  fans,  and  we  are  pulling 
mightily  for  Vida  Blue  in  the  forthcoming  season. 

Faithfully, 


JUaasQ 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Dr.  Carl  E.  Lueg, 
Shreveport  District 
Superintendent  and 
Bishop  Crutchfield 
received  baseballs 
autographed  by 
Vida  Blue,  ace  ma¬ 
jor  league  baseball 
pitcher,  who  is  a 
member  of  Wesley 
Church,  Mansfield. 
The  Rev.  George  L. 
Thomas,  pastor  at 
Wesley,  made  the 
presentation. 


Items  of 

MAR  JL8  19/s 

special  mterest 


Centenary  College  Choir  Auditions 
All  persons  interested  in  attending 
Centenary  College  and  singing  in  the 
College  Choir  next  fall  should  arrange  an 
audition  with  the  director  Dr.  Will  K. 
Andress.  Doctor  Andress  is  looking  for  up 
to  15  attractive  friendly  young  people 
who  sing  well  to  fill  vacancies  created  by 
this  year’s  graduating  class.  Contact  him 
at  (318  )  869-5200,  (318  )  424-4373;  or  write 
Centenary  College  Choir,  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport  71104. 

Space  Available  On  Choir  Trip 
To  Hawaii 

The  Music  Department  of  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  has  put  together  a 
trip  to  Hawaii  for  two  of  its  choirs  and  is 
making  it  possible  for  others  to  travel 
with  the  group.  The  tour  is  scheduled 
June  16-23.  According  to  First  Church, 
persons  who  go  on  the  group  trip  do  not 
have  to  sing,  and  will  be  able  to  be 
completely  on  their  own,  free  of  group 
schedules.  As  deadline  is  mid-March,  it  is 
suggested  that  interested  persons  con¬ 
tact  Dr.  Will  K.  Andress  at  First  Church 
immediately. 

Choirs  Invited  To  Audition  For  General 
Conference 


r  United  Methodist  Women  active  in  Conference 


United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  continue  to  be 
active  in  many  phases  of  church  life. 
Projects,  special  observances, 
recognitions,  missions  studies,  com¬ 
munity  involvement  —  these  and  many 
more  highlight  the  work  of  these 
dedicated  women.  United  Methodist 
Women  are  invited  to  share  with  the 
readers  of  this  newspaper  significant 
events  and/  or  pictures.  Shown  here  are 
some  of  the  news  items  which  have  been 
sent  to  this  office. 


First  Church.  Natchitoches  featured  conference  and  district  speakers  at  a 
February  meeting.  In  this  picture  are,  from  left:  Mrs.  Roger  Best,  local  UMW 
president;  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Perry,  Conference  vice-president;  Mrs.  Jack  Winegeart, 
district  coordinator  of  Christian  Personhood;  and  Mrs.  Luther  Rone,  District 
President. 
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URGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III  attitudes  which  has  taken  place  during  What  then  of  homosexuality?  Scripture  affirmed,  and  for  which  they  should  feel  MM  f  f  w  J 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
What  is  the  proper  stance  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  toward  homo¬ 
sexuality?  Until  recently  this  question 
was  scarcely  raised,  and  its  answer  pre¬ 
supposed:  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

The  rise  of  the  “Gay  Liberation 
Movement* ’  and  its  quest  for  social  ap¬ 
proval  of  homosexual  behavior— with  the 
support  of  some  members  of  the  psychi¬ 
atric  profession  and  some  groups  within 
the  church— are  forcing  the  church  to 
reconsider  its  traditional  position, 
Confronted  with  this  issue  in  1972,  our 
General  Conference  adopted  a  position 
which  basically  involves  four  af¬ 
firmations:  (1)  Homosexuals  are  per¬ 
sons  of  worth  in  the  sight  of  God  who  need 
the  redemptive  ministry  of  the  church; 

(2)  the  human  and  civil  rights  of 
homosexuals  should  be  ensured; 

(3)  homosexual  practice  is  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching;  and 

(4)  marriage  between  persons  of  the 
same  sex  is  not  to  be  condoned. 

No  sooner  was  this  position  adopted 
than  some  individuals  and  groups,  both 
in  and  outside  of  the  church,  began  to 
lobby  for  a  more  permissive  stance.  At 
least  one  group  —  the  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  —  has  announced  plans  to 
petition  the  1976  General  Conference  to 
affirm  that  homosexuality  should  “not  be 
a  bar  to  the  ministry,’*  and  that 
“homosexuality  in  itself  not  be  in  any 
way  synonomous  with  immorality.” 
Without  question,  this  issue  will  be 
placed  before  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  some  fashion.  Since  Scripture 
speaks  so  directly  on  this  subject,  the 
issue  of  biblical  authority  is  inevitably 
raised  as  well.  What  type  of  position 
should  delegates  to  that  body  adopt? 
The  norms  of  Christian  theology 
First  of  all,  we  believe  this  issue,  as 
well  as  all  others,  should  be  considered 
against  the  norms  of  Christian  theology. 
Scripture  stands  as  the  primary  norm  for 
Christians;  tradition,  reason  and  ex¬ 
perience  provide  insight  into  how 
Scripture  should  be  interpreted  and 
applied.  No  church  worthy  of  the  name 
Christian  should  adopt  any  position  that 
cannot  be  defended  in  light  of  this 
distinctively  Christian  set  of  norms,  no 
matter  how  much  pressure  any  group  or 
groups  might  exert. 

Second,  homosexuality  should  not  be 
singled  out  and  dealt  with  in  isolation 
from  human  sexuality  in  general.  Many 
of  those  both  for  and  against  a  change  in 
the  church's  position  have  thus  far  shown 
an  inclination  to  single  out  and  give  pre¬ 
eminent  attention  to  this  one  aspect  of 
human  sexuality. 

By  contrast,  we  propose  to  deal  with 
human  sexuality  in  general  and  then  con¬ 
sider  homosexuality  in  particular  based 
on  our  understanding  of  the  Christian 
faith  and-  its  norms.  We  welcome  the 
response  of  readers  who  agree  or 
disagree  with  our  conclusions,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  encourage  responses  via  “The 
Ix:ul Question  Box”  elsewhere  on  this  page.  . 
How  is  sexuality  to  be  understood 
How  is  human  sexuality  to  be  un¬ 
derstood  and  acted  out  by  Christians?  We 
must  confess  that  during  much  of  its 
history,  the  church  has  done  a  poor  job  of 
dealing  with  this  question.  Throughout 
the  centuries,  the  church  has  tended  to 
refer  to  sex  primarily  in  negative  terms. 
At  worst,  sex  has  been  regarded  as  dirty 
or  evil;  most  frequently  it  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  as  necessary  for  the  propagation 
of  the  human  species  but  not  as 
something  also  to  be  enjoyed. 

Because  it  lacked  a  generally  positive 
attitude  toward  sex,  the  church  was  ill- 
prepared  for  the  revolution  in  sexual 


attitudes  which  has  taken  place  during 
the  20th  century.  In  many  instances, 
attitudes  fostered  by  the  church  have 
been  primary  targets  of  that  revolution 
—  and  not  without  good  reason.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  many  persons  caught  up  in  the 
sexual  revolution  have  written  the 
church  off  as  having  nothing  worthwhile 
to  say  about  sex.  Today  the  church  finds 
itself  in  a  defensive  posture  while  much 
of  society  has  developed  a  destructive, 

“anything  is  okay"  attitude  toward 
human  sexual  behavior. 

If  the  church  is  to  reclaim  the  right  to 
speak  credibly  to  society  about  sexual 
behavior,  it  must  develop  and  sustain  a 
positive,  healthy  understanding  of 
human  sexuality.  We  need  look  no  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  roots  of  the  Christian 
tradition  to  find  the  basis  for  such  a 
positive  outlook. 

Sex  is  God’s  good  gift 
The  biblical  witness  regarding  sex  is 
clear:  God  created  the  wofld  and  all  in  it, 
including  man  and  woman,  an<3  regarded 
His  creation  as  good.  Sexuality  is  basic  to 
all  creation.  It  is  through  the  coming 
together  of  sexual  opposites  that  all  of 
life  is  sustained. 

Unlike  other  forms  of  life,  God’s  gift  of 
sex  to  humankind  is  not  solely  biological 
in  nature.  Sexual  intercourse  represents 
the  highest  and  most  intimate  form  of 
communication  that  is  possible  between 
persons.  Through  it,  a  man  and  a  woman, 
incomplete  in  themselves,  may  come 
together  and  find  psychological, 
sociological  and  spiritual  fulfillment  — 
as  well  as  physical  fulfillment  —  as  “one 
flesh"  (see  Genesis  2:24,  Matthew  19:5, 

Mark  10:8,  I  Corinthians  6:16-17,  and 
Ephesians  5:31).  In  becoming  “one 
flesh,”  man  and  woman  not  only  ex¬ 
perience  individual  joy  and  fulfillment 
that  they  could  not  experience  alone,  but 
they  also  participate  in  God’s  total 
creative  process  in  the  world.  God’s  gift 
of  sex  experienced  as  a  mystical  union  of 
two  persons  into  “one  flesh”  is  not  only 
good,  it  is  very  good. 

Sex  may  be  distorted 
Like  all  of  the  Creator’s  good  gifts, 
human  sexuality  may  be  distorted  and 
abused  by  the  creature.  Many  such 
abuses  are  referred  to  specificaUy  in 
Scripture.  The  purpose  of  Scripture  in 
speaking  against  such  sexual  abuses  as 
prostitution,  promiscuity,  and  rape  is  not 
to  establish  arbitrary,  reasonless  taboos 
as  some  have  suggested;  rather  it 
recognizes  that  such  misuses  of  human 
sexuality  create  both  a  barrier  to  genuine 
human  fulfillment,  and  consequently  a 
barrier  between  the  creature  and  his 
Creator.  As  a  general  rule,  when  sex  is 
regarded  as  an  end  in  itself,  rather  than 
as  a  means  by  which  two  persons  share 
their  total  beings  with  one  another,  God’s 
good  gift  is  distorted,  and  the  sexual 
experience  is  destructive  for  both  per¬ 
sons. 

Here  I  Stand 


What  then  of  homosexuality?  Scripture 
is  quite  clear  in  its  attitude  toward 
homosexual  behavior:  it  is  a  distortion  of 
God’s  good  gift  of  human  sexuality 
(Romans  1:26-29,  I  Corinthians  6:9-11, 
etc.).  More  convincing  than  any  single 
passage  is  the  underlying  presupposition 
of  Scripture  from  Gensis  to  Revelation 
that  the  created  order  is  basically 
heterosexual  in  nature.  From  the  per¬ 
spective  of  those  who  wrote  and  compiled 
what  we  know  as  the  Bible,  it  was  in¬ 
conceivable  that  homosexual  behavior 
might  be  regarded  in  any  way  but  as 
personally  and  socially  degenerate. 
What  do  reason,  experience  say? 

What  do  reason  and  experience  say 
about  homosexuality?  More  pointedly, 
given  the  preeminent  position  that 
Scripture  occupies  within  our  church’s 
norms,  what  could  reason  and  ex¬ 
perience  possibly  say  to  cause  the  church 
to  revise  the  position  it  has  taken  on  the 
basis  of  Scripture  and  tradition?.  We 
believe  such  a  change  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  if  reason  and  experience 
provided  convincing  evidence  that 

( 1)  homosexuality  is  a  condition  “given” 
by  creation  to  the  individual,  and  over 
which  the  individual  has  no  control;  or 

(2)  a  choice  to  adopt  a  homosexual  life 
style  is  ultimately  as  fulfilling,  or  more 
fulfilling,  for  some  individuals  than  a 
heterosexual  lifestyle  could  be. 

Our  research  indicates  that  modern 
psychiatrists,  sociologists,  physicians 
and  theologians  are  anything  but 
unanimous  in  their  assessments  of 
homosexuality. 

There  is  general  agreement  among  the 
experts,  however,  that  homosexuality  is 
not  biologically  (genetically)  caused. 
The  disposition  toward  homosexuality  is 
not  something  “given”  by  creation  but 
something  “developed”  during  the  early 
stages  of  an  individual’s  life. 

There  is  not  universal  agreement  on 
how  and  why  this  disposition  develops  in 
some  persons  and  not  in  others.  The  bulk 
of  evidence  from  the  field  of  psychiatry, 
however,  points  to  a  heterosexual 
orientation  as  the  outcome  of  a  normal 
pattern  of  personality  development 
within  the  individual.  A  homosexual 
orientation  results  from  a  breakdown  at 
some  point  in  the  developmental  process, 
most  often  as  a  result  of  fairly  specific 
traumatic  experiences  within  the  home. 

There  is  substantial  disagreement 
among  psychiatrists  as  to  whether  such  a 
breakdown  should  be  regarded  as  a  form 
of  mental  illness  which  carries  with  it 
seriously  damaging  personal  and  social 
consequences,  or  as  simply  a  neutral 
deviation  from  the  statistical  norm  which 
should  be  accepted  with  no  stigmas  at¬ 
tached. 

The  proponents  of  “gay  liberation" 
very  clearly  feel  that  their  preference  for 
relations  with  persons  of  the  same  sex  is 
a  normal  phenomenon  which  should  be 
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By  MRS.  WILLIAM  WELLS 
After  reading  the  various  opinions 
expressed  regarding  homosexuals,  I  feel 
compelled  to  help  inform  people  as  to 
what  gay  people  are  really  like.  In  a 
word,  they  are  ordinary  people  who 
would  like  to  be  accepted  for  what  they 
are  —  human  beings.  For  many  of  them, 
it  has  taken  years  to  accept  themselves, 
having  been  brought  up  with  the  idea  that 
heterosexuality  is  the  only  "Christian” 
way.  They've  grown  up  wondering  how 
come  they  didn’t  feel  like  other  people, 
wondering  what  was  wrong  with  them, 
and  having  absolutely  no  one  to  whom 


The  Question  Box 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  stance  regarding  human  sexuality  is  presently 
the  subject  of  much  discussion  across  the  church.  One  aspect  of  this  subject  — 
approval  or  disapproval  of  homosexuality  —  appears  certain  to  be  an  explosive 
issue  at  the  1976  General  Conference  (see  articles  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

To  register  your  opinions  on  this  issue,  respond  to  the  following  questions.  If  you 
object  to  the  wording  of  any  question  or  to  the  range  of  alternatives  provided, 
qualify  your  response  in  the  space  marked  “comment.” 

l  What  understanding  of  human  sexuality  do  you  believe  the  church  should 
advocate  in  light  of  Scripture,  Christian  tradition,  reason  and  experience?  (circle 
one) 

a.  I  object  to  any  discussion  of  sex  within  the  church. 

b.  Sex  is  a  gift  of  God  to  humanity,  whose  primary  purpose  is  procreation. 

c.  Sex  is  a  gift  of  God  to  humanity,  whose  primary  purposes  include  both 
procreation  and  the  human  fulfillment  (pleasure)  of  two  persons  bound  together 
by  an  abiding  commitment. 

d.  Sex  is  a  gift  of  God  to  humanity,  whose  primary  purpose  is  human  fulfillment 
(pleasure) ;  any  form  of  sexual  behavior  is  good  so  long  as  it  involves  consenting 
adults. 


COMMENT : - - - — 

2.  On  the  issue  of  homosexuality,  the  UMC’s  present  position  includes  this 
statement:  “We  insist  that  all  persons  are  entitled  to  have  their  human  and  civil 
rights  ensured,  though  we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality  and 
consider  this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.”  Do  you  favor: 
(circle  one) 

a.  Maintaining  the  present  position. 

b.  Replacing  this  stance  with  one  which  regards  homosexuality  as  an  acceptable 

lifestyle.  * 

c.  Replacing  this  stance  with  one  which  expresses  the  church’s  disapproval  of  a 
homosexual  lifestyle  in  stronger  terms. 

d.  Uncertain 

COMMENT : _ 

3.  Do  you  believe  that  self-avowed  homosexuals  should  be  eligible  for  ordination 
as  ministers  within  the  United  Methodist  Church?  (circle  one) 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

c.  Uncertain 

COMMENT : _ — - 


4.  What  do  you  think  the  church’s  attitude  toward  practicing  homosexuals 
should  be?  (circle  one) 

a  Their  lifestyle  should  be  affirmed  as  different  from,  but  no  better  or  worse 
than  a  heterosexual  lifestyle. 

b.  They  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  church’s  fellowship  unless  they 
repent  and  agree  to  change  their  lifestyle. 

c.  They  should  be  accepted  as  persons  in  need  of  God’s  grace  and  the  church’s 
ministry,  but  their  lifestyle  should  not  be  regarded  as  acceptable  for  Christians. 

d.  Uncertain. 

COMMENT : - 

Are  you  a:  Layman  Laywoman  Minister  (circle  one) 

Age  group:  18  or  under  19-35  36-50  51-64  65  or  over  (circle  one) 

In  order  to  participate  in  the  results  of  this  survey,  fill  out.  clip  and  mail  your 
response  before  midnight,  Monday,  March  24  to:  “Question  Box,”  TM/UMR,  P.  0. 
Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221.  


they  could  discuss  their  feelings.  The 
lucky  ones  have  found  other  souls  of 
similar  orientation,  thus  making  life  a 
little  more  bearable,  but  not  much.  They 
still  felt  forced  to  lead  double  lives. 

I  am  not  gay.  I’m  a  45-year-old 
housewife  and  mother  of  four  children, 
who  happened  to  play  the  organ  for  a  gay 
church  for  about  a  year.  What  was  it  like? 
It  was  just  like  playing  the  organ  at  any 
other  church.  I  met  a  group  of  dedicated 
people  witnessing  for  Christ,  searching 
for  answers,  and  working  much  harder 
than  most  for  other  people  in  the  com¬ 
munity  as  well  as  their  own  kind.  I  met 
teachers,  a  psychiatrist,  doctors, 
lawyers,  sales  people,  a  policeman,  at¬ 
torneys,  etc.  all  doing  their  best  to  live 
normal,  productive  lives.  Some  of  them 
have  become  close  friends  to  my  family 
and  we  value  their  friendships  as  much 
as  any  other  friends  we  have.  What  we  do 
when  we  get  together  is  the  same  as 
anyone  else  —  play  scrabble, .  discuss 
interesting  books,  go  to  the  mountains, 
get  together  for  dinner,  attend  church 
and  worship  God. 

Do  my  husband  and  I  use  our 
friendship  to  try  to  convince  them  to  seek 
help?  No.  Being  a  homosexual  is  not  a 
problem  except  to  those  “straights”  who 
are  fearful  of  their  own  sexuality  or  can¬ 
not  and  will  not  take  the  time  to 
understand  the  gay  as  a  human  being 
first,  then  as  a  gay. 

Do  we  try  to  persuade  them  to  change 
their  lives  through  Christ?  No.  Most  of 
them  are  Christians  already  and  are 
assured  of  a  place  in  Heaven  because  of 
their  acceptance  of  Christ.  (John  3:16  — 
“Whosoever  (that  means  anyone) 
believeth  in  Him  shall  not  perish  but  have 
everlasting  life.”) 

Many  "straights”  fear  that  gays  are 
child  molesters.  Statistics  prove  that 
almost  all  child  molestations  are  done  by 
heterosexuals. 

Many  “straights”  fear  that  if  left 
unchecked,  gays  will  infect  society.  The 
gay’s  only  goal  is  to  educate  and  be  ac¬ 
cepted  as  a  human  being.  Kinsey’s  latest 
statistics  prove  that  the  percentage  of 
homosexuals  is  the  same  now  as  it  was 
twenty  years  ago. 

Many  “straights”  fear  that  gays  will 
influence  their  teenagers  to  become  gay. 
Gays  have  no  reason  to  want  to  draw 
attention  to  themselves  and  would  have 
no  reason  to  force  themselves  on  anyone. 
There  have  been  gays  in  our  midst  since 
time  began  and  they  have  contributed 
immensely  to  mankind  in  the  fields  of 
art,  medicine,  law,  history,  psychology, 
listerature,  philosophy,  to  name  a  few. 

I  believe  that  fear  and  ignorance  are 
the  greatest  enemies  in  dealing  with 
people  different  from  ourselves.  I  am 
grateful  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
find  out  for  myself  about  this  greatly 
misunderstood  people. 

"Here  I  Stand"  la  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church.  This  week’s  contributor,  Mrs. 
William  Wells.  Is  a  member  of  the  St. 
Paul  UMC  in  Denver,  Colorado. 


affirmed,  and  for  which  they  should  feel 
no  guilt.  They  are  supported  in  this  view 
by  some  psychiatrists  who  believe  that 
self-acceptance  and  self-affirmation  by 
persons  with  homosexual  tendencies 
preferable  to  efforts  to  redirect  their 
orientation  toward  persons  of  the  op¬ 
posite  sex. 

The  goal  of  ‘gay  liberation’ 
Following  on  the  heels  of  the  civil 
rights  and  women’s  liberation 
movements,  the  “gay  libera tionists” 
project  themselves  as  yet  another  un¬ 
justifiably  persecuted  minority  group 
whose  members  should  be  accepted  for 
what  they  are  without  prejudice.  Their 
goal  is  general  affirmation  of 
homosexuality  by  society  and  the  church 
as  a  lifestyle  equally  as  acceptable  and 
potentially  fulfilling  as  a  heterosexual 
lifestyle.  The  testimony  of  Scripture, 
when  considered  at  all,  is  interpreted  to 
affirm  loving  relationships  between  per¬ 
sons  without  regard  for  their  sexual 

orientation.  7  - 

After  reading  dozens  of  articles  and 
books  representing  the  various  points  of 
view  on  this  subject,  we  have  concluded 
that  homosexuality  and  its  causes  are 
much  more  complex  than  the  church  has 
normally  acknowledged.  There  is  still 
much  to  be  learned  about  it.  On  the  basis 
of  our  research,  we  are  convinced  that  an 
individual  has  little  or  no  control  over 
homosexual  tendencies  which  his  en¬ 
vironment  may  have  created  within  him ; 
he  does  have  the  choice  of  whether  to 
actualize  those  tendencies  or  to  resist 
and/  or  alter  them.  This  represents  a 
crucial  distinction  between  homosex¬ 
uality  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  per¬ 
son’s  race  or  sex  on  the  other.  Having 
considered  the  competing  claims  from 
the  field  of  psychiatry,  we  are  convinced 
by  those  who  say  that  a  homosexual 
orientation  represents  not  only  a 
deviation  from  the  normal  pattern  of 
personality  development,  but  that  it  is 
more  limiting,  less  desirable,  and  less 
potentially  fulfilling  to  the  individual 
than  a  heterosexual  lifestyle. 

Present  position  reaffirmed 
Based  on  our  cumulative  consideration 
of  Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and  ex¬ 
perience,  we  are  convinced  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  present 
stance  toward  homosexuality,  as  well  as 
its  more  basic  affirmation  of  the  good¬ 
ness  of  human  sexuality  and  the  ap¬ 
propriateness  of  marriage  between  man 
and  woman,  is  sound  and  should  not  be 
substantively  changed.  In  light  of  this 
position,  it  is  axiomatic  that  self-avowed 
homosexuals  should  not  be  eligible  for 
ordination  into  the  church’s  ministry. 

We  would  concede  that  homosexual 
relationships  at  their  best  are  better  than 
heterosexual  relationships  at  their  worst. 
But  a  homosexual  relationship  at  its  best 
remains  basically  self-centered,  and 
offers  infinitely  less  potential  for  human 
growth  and  fulfillment  than  a 
heterosexual  relationship  at.  its  best.  If 
the  Christian  gospel  stands  for  anything, 
it  stands  for  the  highest  and  best  use  of 
the  gifts  that  the  Creator  has  bestowed 
upon  His  creatures.  If  the  church  should 
give  its  blessing  to  a  pattern  of  conduct  it 
considers  ultimately  destructive  to 
persons  and  in  violation  of  God’s  creative 
will,  then  the  church  would  forfeit  its 
claim  to  moral  and  spiritual  authority. 
Rights  of  homosexuals  affirmed 
At  the  same  time,  the  church  should 
affirm  the  right  of  persons  to  choose  a 
homosexual  lifestyle;  moral  values  and 
legal  rights  should  not  be  confused. 
Further,  the  church  should  show  more 
compassion  toward  those  who  exercise 
this  option  than  has  traditionally  been  the 
case. 

That  more  persons  are  openly  “coming 
out”  as  practicing  homosexuals  today 
than  ever  before  is  an  unassailable  fact. 
The  church  should  not  over-react  to  this 
phenomenon  by  singling  out 
homosexuality  as  some  type  of  ultimate 
sin  which  is  morally  more  destructive 
than  any  other  ;  in  fact,  we  consider  it  no 
more  or  less  destructive  than  the  type  of 
heterosexual  lifestyle  associated  with  the 
“Playboy  philosophy.”  No  modern  witch 
hunt  aimed  at  exposing  homosexuals  and 
rooting  them  out  of  our  churches  should 
be  tolerated.  The  church  is  in  the 
business  of  helping  people  attain 
wholeness,  not  denying  their  capacities 
for  such  attainment.  Rather  than  at¬ 
tacking  or  avoiding  persons  who  have 
opted  for  a  homosexual  lifestyle,  the 
church  should  seek  to  understand  and 
minister  to  them  as  children  of  God  who, 
like  heterosexual  persons,  need  to  ex¬ 
perience  God’s  redeeming  love  as 
revealed  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Long  before  pastoral  psychology  was 
invented  as  such,  our  Lord  recognized 
that  ministry  to  a  person  facing  serious 
inner  conflicts  should  not  begin  with 
condemnation  but  with  acceptance  of 
him  where  he  is.  Jesus  spent  as  much 
time  with  and  felt  as  much  or  more 
compassion  for  such  persons  as  he  did  for 
the  “straights"  of  his  day.  He  provides  us 
with  the  prototype  for  dealing  with 
persons  embroiled  in  a  life  of  sin;  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  person,  forgiveness  of  the 
sin,  and  the  command  “Go  and  sin  no 
more”  (John  8:3-11). 

Paul  eloquently  proclaims  that  while 
we  are  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us. 
Difficult  as  it  is  for  some  to  understand, 
we  must  recognize  that  God  loves  and 
accepts  each  of  us  not  because  of,  but  in 
spite  of,  what  we  are.  Homosexuals  who 
profess  Christ  should  not  be  refused  the 
fellowship  of  the  church.  If  that 
fellowship  ware  limited  to  persons 
without  sin,  there  would  be  no  church. 
Except  for  the  boundless  love  and  grace 
of  God,  we  would  all  stand  condemned 
and  without  hope. 

The  challenge  for  the  church  and  for 
individual  Christians  is  to  make  every 
attempt  to  understand  the  nature  and 
causes  of  homosexuality,  and  to  develop 
grace-filled  ministries  to  those  yrtio  have 
chosen  to  follow  this  way  of  life.  God’s 
healing  power  through  Christ  is  stronger 
than  any  human  affliction;  our  lives  as 
Christians  should  bear  witness  to  that 
transforming  power. 
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EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  the  final  assigned  to 
article  in  a  four-part  series  on  the  issue  of  counsellors? 
homosexuality  as  it  Is  being  raised  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Previous 
articles  were  "Homosexuality:  the 
making  of  an  issue,"  " Homosexuality 
and  modern  psychiatry,"  and  " Homo¬ 
sexuality  and  the  Bible.” 

As  on  all  Issues,  TM-UMR  readers 
with  opposing  viewpoints  will  be 
provided  an  opportunity  to  express 
themselves  via  "Letters  to  the  Editor." 

Elsewhere  on  this  page  is  a  "Question 
Box”  survey  through  which  all  readers 
are  encouraged  to  register  their  opinions. 

The  author  of  the  series,  Harvey  N. 

Chinn,  is  pastor  of  the  Faith  United 
MetHbtUst  Church  in  Sacramento, 

California.  During  his  17-year  tenure  in 
this  position,  Mr.  Chinn  has  worked  in 
relation  to  the  California  State 
Legislature  on  a  variety  of  moral  con¬ 
cerns  such  as  gambling,  alcohol, 
marijuana,  pornography,  and 
homosexuality.  Mr.  Chinn’s  articles 
grew  out  of  extensive  research  and  his 
concern  regarding  proposals  which  are 
likely  to  come  before  the  1976  General 
Conference. 

By  HARVEY  N.  CHINN 
Shall  the  United  Methodist  Church 
ordain  ministers  “without  regard  to 
sexual  orientation?”  A  petition  will  be 
presented  to  the  1976  General  Conference 
by  the  United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  asking  that  our  “Discipline”  be 
changed  to  permit  homosexuals  to  be 
ordained.  We  have  dealt  with  the  un¬ 
derlying  biblical  and  moral  dimensions 
of  this  issue  in  previous  articles.  There 
are  also  practical  and  financial 
ramifications  of  this  question  that  should 
be  examined  before  a  final  decision  is 
made. 

1.  How  will  a  church  that  holds  the 
Holy  Bible  as  a  “true  rule  and  guide  for 
faith  and  practice,”  reconcile  a 
homosexual  ministry  with  this  fun¬ 
damental  guideline?  The  biblical  view  of 
homosexuality  is  a  distortion  of  the 
created  order  was  discussed  in  the  third 
article  of  this  series.  If  the  Bible  reveals 
the  mind  of  God  on  this  subject,  can  we 
expect  Him  to  bless  a  church  that  con¬ 
travenes  His  revelation? 

2.  The  acceptance  of  homosexuals  in 
the  Christian  ministry  runs  counter  to  the 
highest  traditions  of  John  Wesley  and  his 
insistence  on  Scriptural  holiness.  Wesley 
worked  within  the  established  church  to 
raise  the  moral  tone  and  to  create  higher 
standards.  His  “General  Rules  of  Our 
United  Societies”  (found  in  Par.  69  of  the 
Discipline)  are  a  conscious  effort  to 
transcend,  contemporary  moral  stan¬ 
dard,  not  an  accommodation  to  popular 
values.  Wesley  could  never  be  accused  of 
acculturation.  His  Rules  raised  the 
standards  of  his  day,  not  lowered  them. 

Wesley  closed  his  rules  with  a  plea  to 
“admonish”  those  who  break  the  rules 
and  to  “bear  with  him  for  a  season.  But 
then,  if  he  repent  not,  he  hath  no  more 
place  among  us.”  Stern  words  for  our 
tolerant  ears! 

3.  Homosexuals  are  basically  ill  in¬ 
dividuals.  The  second  article  in  this 
series  dealt  with  the  conclusion  of  many 
modern  psychiatrists  that  homosexuality 
is  “an  acquired,  learned  maladap- 
tation.”  The  United  Methodist  church 
has  elaborate  testing  procedures  to 
prevent  those  who  are  mentally  ill  and 
psychologically  unsound  from  becoming 
ministers  or  missionaries.  There  are 
many  forms  of  emotional  illness: 
depression,  schizophrenia,  paranoia, 
alcoholism,  etc.  Shall  we  make  an  ex¬ 
ception  of  homosexuality  and  allow  these 
mentally  disturbed  persons  to  become 
ordained  United  Methodist  ministers? 

From  acceptance  to  restitution 

4.  The  acceptance  of  homosexuals  into 
the  ministry  would  alter  present  em¬ 
ployment  policies.  The  “gay”  caucuses 
have  already  stated  that  the  next  step 
beyond  acceptance  would  be  affirmative 
action  programs  to  make  restitution  for 
past  injustices  and  discrimination. 

Congregations  would  eventually  be  asked 
to  sign  covenants  that  they  would  accept 
any  ordained  minister,  heterosexual, 
homosexual,  or  lesbian,  regardless  of 
sexual  orientation. 

5.  If  declared  homosexuals  can 
become  pastors,  it  might  be  assumed 
that  their  “male  wives”  or  “female 
husbands”  could  live  with  them  in  the 
church-owned  parsonage.  How  many 
congregations  could  be  expected  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  male  couple  or  two  lesbians  living 
in  a  homosexual  alliance  in  the  church 
parsonage? 

6.  Would  the  same-sex  spouse  be 
eligible  for  pension  benefits  within  the 
United  Methodist  retirement  program? 

If  sexual  preference  is  all  a  matter  of 
personal  choice,  then  a  pastor  who 
prefers  a  same-sex  spouse  shculd  not  be 
denied  the  pension  protection  that 
accrues  to  a  pastor  who  prefers  a  dif¬ 
ferent-sex  spouse.  This  example  may 
appear  absurd,  but  it  shows  where  the 
“gay”  caucuses  would  have  us  go.  They 
are  not  asking  for  tolerance;  they  are 
demanding  complete  acceptance  and 
total  equality. 

7.  What  are  the  implications  of  a 
homosexual  ministry  for  camping 
programs,  overnight  retreats  and 
cam  pouts?  Would  parents  be  willing  to 
have  their  sons  and  daughters  go  to 
summer  camps  and  live  in  the  confines  of 
small  quarters  with  a  homosexual 
counsellor?  Despite  their  denials,  many 
homosexuals  do  recruit  adolescent 
youths  in  their  practices.  They  con¬ 
stantly  need  to  replenish  their  numbers 
with  new  recruits.  Would  youth  with 
budding  homosexual  tendencies  be 


cabins  with  hom< 
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What  type  of  models  do  we  ^ed? 

8.  What  kind  of  a  model  woUM  a 
homosexual  minister  make  for  youth  in 
the  congregation?  The  Rev.  TroyjRerry, 
founder  of  the  Metropolitan  Cominunity 
churches  was  interviewed  in  the’  “New 
World  Outlook”  (May,  1973),  Official 
publication  of  the  UMC  Board  of  ;9#f>bal 
Ministries.  America’s  most  celebrated 
homosexual  minister  stated  in  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  “I  believe  that  there  can  be  loving 
experiences,  even  in  a  one-night  stand.  I 
truly  believe  that  two  individuals  can 
meet  and  share  their  complete  beings 
with  each  other,  totally  sexually  too,  and 
never  see  each  other  again.  And 
remember  it  as  a  beautiful,  loving 
situation.”  Will  this  become  the 
ministerial  pattern  for  the  future?  The 
first  inquiry  that  congregations  would 
make  of  a  new  pastor  would  be,  “Is  he,  or 
is  he  not?”  In  order  that  there  not  be  any 
misunderstanding  of  a  pastor’s 
relationship  with  the  members  of  his 
congregation,  he  would  have  to  declare 
early  his  “sexual  orientation.” 

9.  Are  homosexuals  and  lesbians 
appointable  as  pastors?  If  the  1976 
General  Conference  should  declare  that 
“sexual  orientation  shall  not  be  a  bar  to 
ordination,”  an  Annual  Conference 
Board  of  Ministry  would  be  prohibited 
from  raising  this  question.  The 
“Discipline”  guarantees  an  appointment 
to  every  ordained  minister  (Par.  391.10). 
Everyone  who  has  pondered  this  question 
seriously  has  arrived  at  the  same  con¬ 
clusion:  bishops  would  be  obligated  by 
the  law  of  our  church  to  appoint 
homosexuals  and  lesbians  to  some  kind 
of  an  appointment.  Perhaps  a  nation¬ 
wide  survey  should  be  conducted  to 
determine  the  percentage  of  United 
Methodist  congregations  that  would 
accept  homosexual  or  lesbian  pastors. 

10.  What  will  happen  to  the  image  of 

the  United  Methodist  Church?  A  recent 
issue  of  “The  National  Observer” 
featured  its  lead  article  on  “The  YMCA; 
It’s  Also  YMC-Gay.”  The  article 
chronicled  how  many  urban  Y’s  have 
become  headquarters  for  homosexual 
activities.  Could  the  same  thing  happen 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church?  There  is 
a  distinct  possibility  that  seminarians  of 
other  denominations  who  have 
homosexual  tendencies  would  drift  into 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  In  turn, 
these  ministers  would  attract 
homosexuals  into  church  membership.  It 
could  well  be  that  within  a  few  years,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  would  gain  an 
image  as  theAmerican  ^homosexual 
church.”  '  .woo 

How  will  we  decide? 

Will  the  United  Methodist  Church 
accept  practicing  homosexuals  and 
ordain  them  to  the  gospel  ministry?  The 
first  article  in  this  series  surveyed  the 
forces  that  are  at  work  to  bring  about 
such  a  change.  They  would  have  <xir 
denomination  take  such  a  far-reaching 
step  at  the  1976  General  Conference. 

Who  will  make  the  decision?  The  984 
delegates  at  the  General  Conference.  But 
in  a  larger  sense,  each  local  member  will 
participate  in  the  decision.  Delegates  to 
our  annual  conferences  will  be  electing 
General  Conference  delegates  in  the 
spring  of  this  year.  Each  local  church  has 
one  or  more  delegates  at  annual  con¬ 
ference,  where  these  elections  take 
place.  The  real  decisions  will  be  made  in 
this  election  process. 

In  the  end,  the  church’s  grassroots  will 
get  the  kind  of  policies  and  leadership 
that  we  deserve.  Talk  with  your  pastor 
and  lay  delegate  about  this  issue.  Urge 
them  to  vote  for  men  and  women  of  vision 
and  Scriptural  integrity,  so  that  your 
convictions  will  be  represented  at  this 
highest  level  of  church  government 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
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U.M.  Board  of  Discipleship  meets 

New  objectives,  programs  defined 
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By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Tackling  a  “mission 
impossible”  task,  members  of  United 
Methodism’s  Board  of  Discipleship 
completed  an  enormous  amount  of  work 
as  they  set  directions  for  programs 
during  their  spring  meeting  here  March 
4-6.  But  because  of  what  many  termed  a 
lack  of  priorities,  and  few  details  and 
cost  figures,  anxiety  was  a  common 
emotion. 

Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  general 
secretary,  explained  the  obvious  “pain” 
as  the  “dying  and  being  bom”  process 


inherent  in  the  growth  of  the  board  in 
understanding  and  assuming  its 
reponsibilities.  “I  feel  good  about  the 
meeting,”  he  said.  “We  have  tensions, 
but  we  are  working  them  out.” 

The  100-member  board  spent  over  one- 
half  of  its  time  evaluating  past  objectives 
and  programs  and  projecting  new  ones  in 
its  three  divisions:  Education,  Lay  Life 
and  Work,  and  Evangelism,  Worship  and 
Stewardship.  The  plenary  sessions  were 
chaired  by  the  board  president,  Bishop 
W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  Virginia  area. 

Highlighted  reports,  projected 
programs  and  board  action  included: 


Year-round  evangelism 
project  ‘ gearing-up ' 


Why  not  men ,  too? 

CINCINNATI  —  The  Rev.  Edward  Chandler,  rector  of  St.  Michael  and  All  Angels 
Episcopal  Church  here,  demonstrates  the  needlework  which  recently  won  for  him  a 
first  place  finish  in  a  local  crafts  show.  Father  Chandler  has  been  doing  needlework 
ever  since  coming  to  the  inner-city  church  here  in  1959.  He  says  that  along  with 
women’s  liberation  has  come  a  freeing  of  men  to  do  things  today  that  they  were 
afraid  todo  before.  He  said  he  got  interested  in  needle  work  when  he  read  an  article 
in  which  football  player  Rosie  Greer  told  of  having  such  a  hobby.  Father  Chandler  is 
unmarried  and  has  other  home-oriented  hobbies  such  as  gardening  and  cooking. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  “We  are  hearing  the 
church  say  as  never  before  that  our  job  is 
to  win  people  to  Christ  and  to  nurture 
them  in  the  faith  in  their  walks  of  life.  I 
saw  some  hopeful  signs  that  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  is  responding  to  that  need.” 

So  observed  the  Rev.  Reynolds  W 
Greene,  Jr.,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Evangelism  as  he 
talked  with  TM/  UMR  during  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship’s  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  here,  March  4-6. 

"One  of  the  most  hopeful  signs,”  Mr. 
Greene  said,  “is  the  projected  plan  by  the 
section  on  evangelism  to  build  a  solid, 
continuing  program  of  evangelism  that 
can  be  adopted  by  every  local  church. 
Rather  than  make  evangelism  a  special 
seasonal  emphasis,  this  plan  would  help 
evangelism  to  become  the  normal  ex¬ 
pectation  for  all  members.” 

The  project  is  still  in  the  planning  stage 
he  said,  but  it  makes  evangelism  “one  of 
the  main  wheels  of  the  church  instead  of 
art  extra  wheel  to  be  used  at  special 
times.” 

Some  members  were  concerned,  Mr 
Greene  mentioned,  at  the  fall  1974 


A  ffirms  homosexual  rights 

NCC  acts  on  social  issues 


.  ..  CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Resolutions 
affirming  civil  rights  of  homosexuals, 
>y  supporting  the  Equal  Rights  Amend- 
j\  ment,  and  protesting  “surveillance”  of 
j>.  religious  groups  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  were  adopted  here  March  6  by  the 
Governing  Board  of  the  National  Council 
*r  of  Churches  (NCC)  before  the  meeting 
*v  ended  abruptly  for  lack  of  a  quorum. 

•v  The  call  for  a  count  came  during 
•  ^'debate  oh  a1  resolution  asking  for  an  end 
to  U.S.  government  military  aid  to 
Cambodia  and  South  Vietnam.  The  tally, 
asked  by  Irving  Chapman,  a  Christian 
'  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  layman 
'  from  Fullerton,  Calif.,  showed  about  30 
fewer  votes  than  the  110  needed  for  a 
quorum  and  NCC  President  W.  Sterling 
1  Cary  declared  the  session  adjourned. 

'  In  other  actions  during  its  three-day 
-  session,  the  Governing  Board  adopted  “a 
Message  to  the  Churches  on  the  Bicen- 
„ ;  tennial  of  the  United  States,”  asked  for  a 
study  of  the  feasibility  of  sending  a  small 
(1*  delegation  from  the  NCC  to  visit 
,  Christians  in  Cuba,  endorsed  action 
against  world  hunger,  affirmed  equal 
employment  opportunity  for  white 
women  and  ethnic  and  racial 
minorities,  asked  for  exploration  of  "an 
ecumenical  event  or  congress  in  part- 
1  nership”  with  Roman  Catholics,  non- 
member  churches  in  the  NCC  and  other 
ecumenical  bodies  to  be  held  in  1977  or 
thereafter,  and  played  host  to  the  final 
days  of  a  visit  to  the  U.S.  by  19  Russian 
.  churchmen. 

The  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  a  former 
'  missionary  to  South  America  and  a  staff 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
:  of  Global  Ministries,  was  confirmed  as 
executive  director  of  Church  World 
Service,  the  ecumenical  emergency 
.  .relief  agency. 

•  Except  for  the  affirmation  of  civil 
rights  of  homosexuals  and  the  quorum 
call  which  ended  the  meeting,  most  of  the 
resolutions  passed  with  little  debate  and 
■  few  negative  votes. 

;  Noting  that  the  National  Council  has 


always  held  that  "every  person  is  en¬ 
dowed  with  worth  and  dignity  .  .  .  (and 
therefore)  entitled  to  equal  treatment 
under  the  law,”  the  action  on 
homosexuals  says  that  discrimination 
based  on  affectional  or  sexual  preference 
is  as  “morally  wrong”  as  discrimination 
based  on  race,  class,  sex,  creed  or 
nationality. 

“All  .persons  are  entitled  to  full  civil 


agencies”  to  NCC  and  other  offices  in  the^ 
Interchurch  Center  in  New  York,  and 
reports  of  CIA  surveillance  of  individuals 
in  this  country  and  abroad. 

Disclosure  of  such  activities  under  the 
Freedom  of  Information  Act  is  asked, 
along  with  other  actions  to  “prevent  the 
recurrence  of  such  abuses  and  threats  to 
American  freedom.” 

Despite  official  "detente”  proclaimed 


meeting  that  the  Board  was  deem¬ 
phasizing  evangelism  with  its 
reassignment  and  loss  of  several  staff 
persons  related  to  evangelism. 

Another  sign  he  found  encouraging  was 
the  projected  program  of  evangelism  for 
small  churches.  The  emphasis  would 
include  studying  new  ways  to  assist 
small  congregations  and  writing  new 
materials  geared  especially  for  their 
situations. 

“When  we  realize  about  50  per  cent  of 
our  churches  are  100  or  less  in  mem¬ 
bership,”  he  said,  “we  also  recognize 
that  our  present  evangelistic  helps  are 
not  really  focused  for  them,  but  rather 
for  larger  congregations.” 

The  Dalton,  Ga.,  pastor  also  found 
hopeful  the  intention  to  develop  a  wit¬ 
nessing  program  to  train  laypersons  to 
win  people  to  Christ.  “Perhaps  we  don’t 
like  the  term  ‘soul-winning,’  ”  he  said, 
“but  our  church  needs  to  equip  persons  to 
lead  another  person  to  Christ.” 

Mr.  Greene  said  he  believes  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  re-emphasizing 
evangelism  today  because  “we  see  the 
great  moral  decay  and  spiritual  break¬ 
down  of  society.  We  realize  that  the 
church  has  not  done  its  job  adequately.” 

He  further  believes  that  the  numerical 
decline  in  membership  is  connected  to 
the  lack  of  commitment  to  spiritual 
ideals. 

“If  the  church  doesn’t  preach  Christ 
living  in  us  and  giving  us  the  ability  to 
live  a  pure  life,”  he  said,  “then  the 
nation  will  continue  to  decay.” 

What  we  need,  he  emphasized,  is  not 
just  “a  voice  but  the  authentic  witness  to 
Christ  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of 
believers.” 

The  Council  on  Evangelism  is  a  con¬ 
sultative  organization  adjunct  to  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  composed 
primarily  of  United  Methodist 


•  an  effort  to  revitalize  the  church 
school.  Tentative  survey  figures 
revealed  by  the  church  school 
development  section  indicate  that  a 
“bottoming  out  of  the  decline  in  church 
school  attendance”  may  not  only  be  a 
present  trend  but  also  an  indication  that 
an  upturn  in  attendance  at  both  church 
school  and  morning  worship  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  in  the  next  few  years. 

•  a  major  new  program  of  discipleship 
evangelism  that  could  become  an  on¬ 
going,  core  ministry  of  Christian 
outreach  in  every  local  church. 

•  expansion  of  the  search  committee  to 
14  members  to  select  an  editor  for  “The 
Upper  Room”  when  Dr.  Wilson  O. 
Weldon  retires  in  1976. 

•  establishment  of  tighter  controls  on 
budgeting  for  1975  in  order  not  to  repeat 
the;  1974  $737,168  deficit. 

•  :d  decision  to  hold  future  board 
meetings  in  Nashville  to  economize  and 
to  give  the  projected  savings  to  world 
hunger  causes. 

Launching  the  week’s  agenda  was  the 
40th  anniversary  banquet  of  “The  Upper 
Room.”  For  the  first  time  in  its  history, 
editors  or  their  representatives  from  the 
40  countries  in  which  the  devotional  guide 


printed  were  present  for  the 
celebration  and  an  editors’  workshop. 

Another  high  point  was  the  in¬ 
troduction  Of  the  46  New  Mission  persons 
from  abroad  who  are  spending  three 
weeks  in  local  United  Methodist 
churches  across  the  U.S.  It  was  an¬ 
nounced  that  in  the  fall,  150  New 
Missioners  are  coming  and  already  over 
400  requests  for  them  have  been 
received.  The  “reverse  mission”  concept 
of  Methodists  from  other  countries 
preaching  and  sharing  Christ  in  America 
was  experienced  as  board  members 
joined  hands  and  sang  the  hymn  “In 
Christ  There  Is  No  East  or  West.” 

Several  other  general  concerns  sur¬ 
faced  in  the  divisions:  1)  a  closer  tie  to 
and  primary  emphasis  on  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  by 
the  Board  of  Discipleship;  2)  increased 
full-time  staff  to  service  the  local 
churches  with  discipleship  programs  and 
helps;  and  3)  an  acknowledgement  by  the 
General  Conference  through  adequately 
financing  the  Board  of  Discipleship  that 
the  board  has  primary  responsibility  for 
developing  and  equipping  local 
congregations  in  ministry. 


the  church  today 


'rights  and,  equal*  protectibtf-ajid  to  the  ‘by  both  the  U.S.  and  th^Soviet,  the  third^  4  evangelists,  and  evangelism  lea^r§  for 

pastoral  concern  of  the  church,”  the  ~e  D — i — t - J 

Governing  Board  said  in  adopting  the 
action  by  a  vote  of  84  to  17  with  six  ab¬ 
stentions. 

Member  churches  of  the  NCC  are 
urged  to  “work  to  ensure  the  enactment 
of  legislation  at  the  national,  state  and 
local  levels  that  would  guarantee  the 
civil  rights  of  all  persons  without  regard 
to  their  affectional  or  sexual  preferen- 


Most  of  the  debate  on  the  resolution 
centered  on  a  phrase  which  was  taken  by 
some,  including  several  United 
Methodists,  as  putting  the  NCC  on  record 
as  saying  that  member  denomina¬ 
tions  should  ordain  to  the  clergy 
avowed  homosexuals.  The  phrase  was 
deleted  by  a  voice  vote  on  a  motion  by  the 
Rev.  William  Grove,  a  United  Methodist 
pastor  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

As  finally  approved,  the  measure  also 
asks  for  theological  studies  from 
member  churches  on  effects  of 
discrimination  on  homosexual  persons. 

The  Equal  Rights  Amendment  action 
“welcomes  the  affirmative  vote”  by 
Congress  and  34  states  on  the  issue  and 
“urges  prompt  adoption  by  other  states.” 
The  32  NCC  member  churches  are  urged 
to  work  to  ensure  ratification  in  the  some 
15  states  which  have  not  yet  acted  af¬ 
firmatively. 

The  action  protesting  “surveillance”  of 
church  groups  noted  a  number  of  such 
moves  by  federal  agencies,  including 
auditing  of  income  tax  returns,  nighttime 
visits  by  persons  “showing  what  pur¬ 
ported  to  be  credentials  of  federal 


visit  of  the  Russian  church  leaders 
demonstrated  the  continuing  deep 
hostility  of  some  American  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Rev.  Carl  Mclntire  and  his 
supporters,  as  well  as  a  larger  group  of 
ethnic  committees  of  persons  exiled  from 
the  U.S.S.R. 

In  the  Bicentennial  “message,”  the 
NCC  said  that  the  “churches  share 
responsibility  for  the  deeds  and  misdeeds 
of  the  whole  nation.” 

“With  a  history  of  intimate  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  American  experience 
the  churches  cannot  responsibly  abdicate 
their  role  in  shaping  a  Bicentennial 
observance  that  helps  the  natiori*  to  lay 
hold  on  the  authentic  life  which  the  Lord 
of  Nation’s  yet  holds'  out  to  it.” 

American  Christians,  the  statement1 
continued  "are  members  of  a  community 
which  transcends  the  boundaries  of 
nation,  and  whose  loyalty  and  obedience 
go  beyond  all  humanly-imposed 
authority.” 

“We  are  called  to  hear  and  speak  the 
word  of  judgment  and  mercy  that  comes 
from  beyond  history  .  .  .  (and)  while  we 
seek  human  good  in  cooperation  with 
political  authorities  and  economic 
powers,  we  must  also  challenge  social 
policies  which  1  eridartger  human 
welfare.” 

The  NCC’s  current  triennium  will  end 
December  31  and  processes  were  set  up 
for  selecting  new  officers  of  the  council 
as  well  as  the  350  board  members.  The 
Governing  Board  will  hold  its  next 
meeting  October  10-12  in  New  York 


conferences  and  districts. 

In  January  1976,  the  Council  will  hold 
its  national  meeting  in  Washington,  D.C. 

“Bishop  Wayne  Clymer,  Minnesota 
area,  will  give  the  Dennam  lectures  on 
the  subject  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  President 
Greene  said.  “We  hope  to  have  2500 
persons  attend  this  evangelistic 
gathering.” 


U.M.  board  urges  employment  of 
minority  contractors 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  will  recommend  to  the  1976 
U.M.  General  Conference  that  “adequate 
steps”  be  taken  to  employ  minority 
contractors,  sub-contractors  and  crafts¬ 
men  in  construction  of  United  Methodist 
churches,  parsonages,  institutions  and 
agencies. 

The  Division  directors,  in  approving 
the  recommendation  for  an  amendment 
to  the  United  Methodist  Discipline,  said 
minorities  should  be  employed  “in 
proportion  to  the  racial/  ethnic  balance 
of  the  metropolitan  area  in  which  con¬ 
struction  occurs."  In  the  case  of  non¬ 
metropolitan  areas,  the  Division  said 
“minorities  are  to  be  employed  in  con¬ 
struction  where  available  and  in  a 
minimum  proportion  to  the  national 
racial/  ethnic  balance.” 

W.  Pennsylvania  Conference 
opposes  homosexual  ordination 

PITTSBURGH  -  Because  of  the 
publicity  given  to  declarations  of  certain 
unofficial  groups  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols 
and  the  Cabinet  of  the  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Conference  of  the  U.M.C.,  by 
unanimous  vote,  set  forth  their  position 
on  the  subject  of  homosexuality  and  the 
ministry,  which  stated  in  part: 

“We  stand  firmly  opposed  to  the  or¬ 
dination  of  avowed  homosexuals  to  be 
ministers  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
on  the  authority  of  the  explicit  teaching 
of  the  Bible  and  the  action  of  the  1972 
session  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“We  further  encourage  administrative 
boards  of  local  United  Methodist  chur¬ 
ches  to  make  their  position  on  this  sub¬ 


ject  clear  by  addressing  memorials  to 
the  General  Conference.” 

News  BRIEFS  to  tape 
General  Conf. 

DALLAS  (UMN)  —  News  BRIEFS, 
United  Methodism’s  cassette  news  tape, 
will  report  the  sounds  of  the  1976  General 
Conference,  its  editor  has  announced 
here. 

The  third  consecutive  series  of  ac¬ 
tuality  news  tapes  will  feature  a 
magazine  format  in  1976,  according  to 
Jack  McGee  of  the  Dallas-based  United 
Methodist  Communications,  which  will 
produce  the  series. 

Included  in  the  tapes  will  be  a  focus, 
beginning  in  late  1975,  on  major  issues 
facing  the  General  Conference,  and  a 
wrap-up  of  the  action  from  the  Con¬ 
ference  site  at  Portland,  Mr.  McGee  said. 

Women  respond  to  talent  bank 

EVANSTON,  IU.  (UMC)  —  More  than 
150  women  have  responded  to  a  Talent 
Bank  established  by  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  here,  and  of  these,  more 
than  70  have  indicated  they  might  be 
interested  in  employment  on  the  general 
church  level. 

The  bank  was  established  by  the 
commission  in  order  to  locate  names  and 
skills  of  women  available  for  such  work 
and  have  the  information  on -hand  for 
boards  and  agencies  seeking  staff 
members. 


U.M.  bishop  joins  those 
against  satanist  movie 


L 


do  you  know  whether 
YOUR  SAVINGS  ARE  USED 

•  to  make  weapons, 

•  to  oppress  peoples, 

•  to  pollute  Nature? 


now  YOU  can  decide  how 
YOUR  SAVINGS  CAN  BE  USED 

•  with  a  clear  conscience, 

•  for  a  “clean”  return, 
and  an  inflation  hedge 


by  investing  in 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND  S 

Certificates  of  Participation  at  7%  per  annum  payable  semi-annually. 

To  help  United  Methodist  congregations  build  churches,  parsonages,  church  school  and  other  mission  buildings 


EARNINGS 

Although  an  annual  dividend  of  5%  is  guaranteed,  the 
Fund's  directors  have  helped  investors  to  earn  more 
by  periodically  adjusting  interest  rates  to  reflect  those 
in' the  open  market — currently,  7%.  Additionally,  in¬ 
terest  may  be  reinvested,  if  requested,  on  accounts 
.e&fning  $100  or  more  semi-annually. 


LIQUIDITY 

Since  the  Fund  began  in  1959,  more  than  $21 ,000,000 
in  withdrawal  requests  have  been  promptly  met.  Not 
once  has  a  restriction  on  such  requests  been  imposed 
Investors  are  assured  of  receiving  the  exact  amount 
paid  in,  plus  of  course,  the  generous  interest  earned 
because  their  Certificates  are  not  subject  to  market 
fluctuations. 


SUBSCRIPTION 

Your  initial  investment  need  not  be  in  the  4-figure 
category.  You  can  start  with  as  little  as  $100. 


SAFETY 

Out  of  more  than  $74,000,000  in  church-building  loans 
since  1959,  not  a  single  dollar  has  been  lost. 
i}  ,  for  additional  information  and  a  prospectus,  write  or  call 

-  *  .  Mgijj  :  .  .  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  New  York  10027 
Telephone:  212-749-0700  Ext.  491 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  —  Religious 
leaders  of  the  Roman  Catholic, 
Protestant  and  Jewish  communities  here  . 
have  affirmed  their  solidarity  in  strongly 
opposing  the  “religiously  offensive 
material”  in  the  movie,  “Black  Mass.” 
Among  those  opposing  the  movie  is 
United  Methodist  Bishop  James  M.  Ault 
of  the  Philadelphia  Area. 

“Its  content  (depicting  an  authentic 
satanic  rite)  is  a  blasphemous  attack  on 
the  religious  rites  held  in  sacred 
reverence  by  millions  of  Christian 
believers,”  said  the  statement  signed  by 
16  religious  leaders.  “It  can  only  be  seen 
as  a  frontal  attack  on  the  sacred  itself, 
and  as  such  is  religiously  offensive  to 
persons  of  all  religious  faiths.” 

The  signers  of  the  statement,  led  by 
Catholic  Cardinal  John  Krol  of 
Philadelphia,  called  on  “believers  of 
every  religious  conviction  to  use  every 
moral  force  to  discourage  the  showing  of 
this  film  in  the  Philadelphia  area.” 

“Black  Mass”  is  reputed  to  be  the  only 
literal  representation  ever  made  of  an 
authentic  satanic  rite.  It  is  based  on 
transcripts  of  the  actual  rite,  obtained  by 
producer-director  Ray  Hoersch, 
reportedly  a  former  producer  of  por¬ 
nographic  films. 

Mr.  Hoersch  reportedly  attempted  to 
film  the  actual  ceremony,  but  failing 
that,  he  was  able  to  obtain  transcripts  of 
the  bizarre  and  profane  ritual,  including 
the  mystical  incantations.  The  movie  is 
thus  described  as  more  of  a  documentary 
than  a  “scary  story.” 

In  the  words  of  Mr.  Hoersch,  “The 
Satanic  Mass  is  the  exact  inverse  of  the 
Catholic  ceremony.  Every  part  of  it  is 
reversed  in  blasphemy,  for  its  intention 
is  a  deliberate  corruption,  a  parody  of  the 
Mass. 

“Starting  with  the  processional,  the 
ritual  uses  a  nude  as  the  altar  piece.  The 
second  section  is  a  baptism,  in  which  a 
girl  dressed  in  white  renounces  her 
Christianity  and  seals  her  pact  with  the 
devil.  And  the  third  part  is  the  Invocation 
to  lust  —  you’ll  have  to  see  that.” 

The  joint  statement  by  the  religious 
leaders  warned  that  “Black  Mass”  is 
“obviously  intended  not  to  be  viewed  as  a 
film  —  but  as  a  blasphemous  ritualistic 
observance.” 

The  movie  and  plans  for  its  showing 
“cannot  be  construed  simply  as  a  further 
deterioration  in  an  increasingly  more 


at- 


secularized  society  or  simply 
documentary  of  an  anti-religious 
tack.  .  .”  the  statement  said. 

It  is  noted  that  current  plans  call  for 
the  film  to  be  shown  in  one  theater  every 
Saturday  night  at  Midnight. 

Tlie  statement  called  on  everyone 
involved  in  the  film  industry  in  the 
Greater  Philadelphia  area  “to  recognize 
the  outrage  being  voiced  by  religious 
people  of  all  faiths  and  to  resist  and 
reject  every  attempt  to  market  or  por¬ 
tray  this  film.” 

In  an  addendum  to  the  joint  statement, 
the  Greater  Philadelphia  Board  of 
Rabbis  said  the  film  “not  only  constitutes 
an  obscene  travesty  of  Catholic  sancta, 
but  deeply  outrages  the  religious  sen¬ 
sitivities  of  all  God  fearing  people.” 

“We  can  see  no  redeeming  social  or 
aesthetic  value  whatever  in  ‘Black 
Mass’,”  the  board  said.  “It  degrades  the 
divine  and  befouls  man  created  in  God’s 
image.  We  believe  that  our  communities 
will  suffer  ethical  and  social  damage  if 
this  film  is  exhibited  here  or  elsewhere.” 

U.M.  professor 
opposes  fetal 
experiments 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  prominent 
Protestant  theologian  has  challenged  the 
claim  that  fetal  research  is  justified  “on 
the  mere  legality  of  abortion.” 

“From  no  legal  ‘is’  can  a  moral  ‘ought’ 
be  drawn  —  either  in  medical  or  in 
general  ethics,”  says  Dr.  Paul  Ramsey, 
a  Princeton  University  professor. 

The  United  Methodist  layman  is  the 
author  of  The  Ethics  of  Fetal  Research 
(Yale  University  Press),  «  104-page 
primer  on  the  moral,  legal  and  medical 
aspects  of  one  of  the  most  controversial 
issues  before  the  American  public. 

Medical  ethics,  he  states,  are 
“skewed”  by  attempts  to  justify  scien¬ 
tific  experimentation  with  fetuses  on  the 
legal  strength  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
ruling  legalizing  abortion. 

Dr.  Ramsey  has  strongly  opposed 
abortion.  In  his  book,  he  discusses  the 
moral  and  practical  relationship  between 
the  availability  of  fetuses  brought  about 
by  legal  abortion  and  fetal  research 
questions. 


YOU’LL 


QUITE 

LIKE 

JOHN 


An  eminent  20th-century  theolo¬ 
gian  describes  his  personal  jour¬ 
ney  of  faith. 

John  Knox,  a  man  of  unusual 
honesty  and  openness,  shares  his 
pilgrimage  from  boyhood  doubts 
and  hopes  to  mature  conviction 
and  achievement  Never  Far  From 
Home  was  written  originally  as  a 
letter  to  his  own  sons.  You  will  feel 
his  agony  as  he  confronts  racial 
segregation  in  the  30s  and  sac¬ 
rifices  prestige  and  comfort  for  his 
beliefs. 

You  will  be  caught  up  in  a  vibrant 
world  of  learning  and  teaching  at 
Fisk  University.  Chicago  Divinity 
School.  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  and  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary.  Read  how  he  rubbed 
shoulders  with  theological  greats 
like  Tillich.  Niebuhr  and  Good- 
speed  Yet  throughout  ali  his  life, 
John  Knox  was  never  far  from 
home. 

A  teacher  for  40  years.  Knox  is  au¬ 
thor  of  over  20  books.  He  served 
as  associate  editor  of  The  In¬ 
terpreters  Bible  and  as  a  trans¬ 
lator  for  The  New  American  Bible. 
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Social  creed  may  be  revised 

Church  board  asks  for  recommendations 


I 


UM  medicine  in  Liberia 


LIBERIA  —  Dr.  Wilfred  Boayne.  a  United  Methodist 
physician,  examines  a  mother  and  child  at  the  Canto  United 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Liberia.  When  Dr.  Boayne  was  a  child  he 
was  a  frequent  patient  at  the  hospital.  Today  he  is  the  first 


Liberian  to  serve  on  the  hospital's  staff.  Dr.  Boayne  received 
medical  training  in  the  United  States  through  the  assistance  of 
World  Service  funds  which  are  a  part  of  apportionments  paid 
by  United  Methodist  congregations  across  the  nation. 
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Russians  look  to  the  future 

Christianity  ‘alive  and  well’ 


By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  FI.  -  The  four 
Russian  church  leaders  who  came  here 
February  27-March  1,  were  young  men 
with  beards  and  youthful  ideas  about  the 
future.  (Related  story  TM/  UMR,  March 
7  issue) .  They  were  given  the  keys  of  the 
city  and  made  honorary  citizens. 

An  organization  named  Religions 
United  for  Action  in  Community 
welcomed  them  at  a  dinner  in  Pasadena 
Community  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  there  was  a  generous  fraction  of 
youthful  faces  in  the  group  of  nearly  200 
persons,  including  Roman  Catholic 
priests,  Jewish  rabbis  and  Protestant 
ministers. 

A  Baptist  youth  choir  presented  a 
program  of  gospel  songs  with  youthful 
enthusiasm.  They  seemed  unimpressed 
by  a  marching,  singing,  talking  demon¬ 
stration  by  a  small  group  of  pickets  near 
the  banquet.  This  small  company  had 
been  assembled  by  Dr.  Carl  Mclntire  to 
protest  the  visit  of  the  Russian  guests. 

Metropolitan  Nikodim,  who  had  hoped 
to  lead  the  delegation  of  20  church- 
persons,  was  prevented  by  a  heart 
attack  from  attending,  but  he  sent 
greetings  from  St.  Petersburg,  the  old 
capital  of  Russia,  to  the  new  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  in  Florida. 

On  his  fifth  visit  to  the  United  States, 
Metropolitan  Yuvenaly  described  the 
exchanges  of  churchmen  between  Russia 
and  the  United  States,  which  began  in 
1956. 

“Holy  Church  has  suffered  much  in  our 
country,"  he  said.  “Many  of  our  people 
were  opposed  to  the  revolution,  but  the 
church  stayed  with  the  people,  trying  to 
serve  them.  In  the  second  world  war,  in 
which  Russia  sided  with  the  United 
States,  our  people  showed  a  feeling  of 
genuine  patriotism.  The  Patriarch  of  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  received 


He  spoke  of  the  present  state  of  church 
life. 1  ‘Those  who  visit  our  country  find  the 
church  to  be  a  living  community,  a  great 
company  of  believers  convinced  that  God 
will  show  us  the  way.  Worshippers  are 
brought  to  church  by  underlying  con¬ 
victions  that  are  not  always  seen 
elsewhere.  We  have  no  church  schools, 
dinners  like  this  or  entertainment.  The 
witness  we  have  of  Christ’s  teachings  is 
seen  in  our  living  from  day  to  day.” 

(In  a  personal  comment  to  TM/UMR, 
the  metropolitan  said  that  although  the 
churches  being  brought,  back  into  use  as 
religious  buildings  in  the  early  fifties  had 
leveled  off,  the  service  of  the  church  to 
the  people  was  growing. ) 

Of  the  future  of  the  church  he  said: 
“Our  theological  schools  and  academies 
are  well  filled.  There  is  keen  competition 
for  places,  with  three  or  four  candidates 
for  every  place. 

“Many  Americans  attend  our  services 
and  seem  to  be  impressed  by  what  they 
see  and  hear,  especially  the  close 
relationships  between  priests  an  people.” 

He  commented  on  the  interest  of  youth 
in  the  church:  “One  student  in  our 
academy  came  asking  me  to  perform  a 
wedding  ceremony.  I  invited  a  number  of 
Americans  who  wanted  to  see  a  Russian 
church  wedding.  So  many  wanted  to 
come  that  there  was  not  room,  even 
though  the  church  was  large.  (I  thought 
this  was  a  good  way  to  get  young  people 
to  church!) 

“Before  we  went  into  the  church,  we 
were  waiting  for  the  bride  and  she  did  not 
come.  The  groom  was  crying.  The 
American  guests  were  becoming  im¬ 
patient.  (You  are  very  punctual,  you 
know.)  We  suggested  that  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  to  have  some  tea,  then  maybe 
the  bride  would  come  before  we  had 
finished.  The  guests  wanted  to  go  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  church.  They  were  so 


told  them  that  I  thought  the  family  of  the 
announced  bride  and  groom  might  ob¬ 
ject. 

“After  some  30  minutes  the  bride 
arrived,  and  she  was  crying,  too.  She  said 
that  the  groomsmen  had  come  for  her  in 
a  white  car.  She  said:  ‘White  is  for  dead 
people !  ’  There  is  nothing  dead  about  our 
Christian  young  people  in  Russia.” 

Archibishop  Yanis  Mantulis,  head  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Latvia,  spoke  in  English.  “Yours  is  a 
large  country,”  he  said,  “and  a  fine  one. 
You  are  so  warm-hearted!  I  am  a 
Lutheran;  the  others  in  the  delegation 
are  Orthodox  or  Catholic.  ‘Jesus  Christ 
Frees  and  Unites’  is  the  subject  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  assembly 
next  summer  in  Nairobi.  We  know  that  is 
true;  Christ  draws  us  together  as  friends 
and  as  believers.  Our  hopes  for  peace  are 
bound  together  in  Christ.  We  pray  that 
God  will  bless  us,  our  churches  and  our 
nations.” 

The  four-member  group  that  came  to 
St.  Petersburg  also  included  Bishop  Job 
of  Zaraisk,  administrator  of  the 
Patriarchial  Parishes  of  Canada,  and 
Archdeacon  Flavian,  a  fourth-year 
student  at  Moscow  Theological 
Academy.  He  told  TM/  UMR,  about  his 
colleagues,  his  teachers  and  his  courses. 
Impressive  in  his  black  robe  and  head¬ 
dress  and  with  his  ceremonial  staff,  he 
made  a  hopeful  picture  of  tomorrow’s 
church. 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodists  will  have  the  chance  this 
spring  to  help  revise  the  church’s 
Statement  of  Social  Principles. 

With  grass-roots  input,  the  4,000-word 
document  was  adopted  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  as  the  first  sweeping 
revision  of  a  “social  creed”  which 
Methodists  had  first  sanctioned  in  1908. 
Some  changes  have  occurred  almost 
every  quadrennium. 

Although  any  individual  or  group 
within  the  church  can  submit  petitions 
directly  to  General  Conference,  a  major 
effort  will  center  in  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  which  has  prime 
responsibility  for  implementation  of  the 
Social  Principles. 

The  board  has  asked,  in  that  process, 
that  interested  persons  and  groups  and 

Council  of 
Bishops  set 

April  meeting 

INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (UMC)  — 
Several  open  sessions,  an  address  by 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Harry  Blackmun 
and  the  transfer  of  the  gavel  to  the  in¬ 
coming  president  will  be  highlights  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  March 
31-April  4. 

Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder  of  Detroit  will 
preside  at  the  sessions.  On  the  final  day, 
he  is  scheduled  to  turn  the  gavel  over  to 
his  successor,  Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  of 
the  New  York  Area,  who  was  elected 
president-designate  a  year  ago.  A 
president-elect  for  1976-77  will  be  chosen 
.at  the  Minneapolis  meeting. 

Plenary  sessions  for  the  morning, 
afternoon  and  evening  on  April  1  are  open 
to  the  public  and  press.  Likewise  the 
morning  and  afternoon  sessions  on 
Thursday,  April  3,  will  be  open. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  April  2,  a 
dinner  meeting  will  be  held  on  the 
University  of  Minnesota  campus  with 
Justice  Harry  Blackmun  of  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  as  the  speaker.  Justice 
Blackmun  is  a  distinguished  United 
Methodist  layman  and  Minnesota  native. 

Among  items  scheduled  to  come  before 
the  plenary  sessions  are  a  report  from 
the  Executive  Committee  by  Bishop 
Alton,  with  presentations  being  made  by 
Dr.  R.  Bryan  Brawner  of  Evanston,  Ill., 
general  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
and  the  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  the  new 
general  secretary-designate  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Also,  a  progress  report  of  the  Study 
Commission  on  the  Episcopacy  and 
District  Superintendency  by  Dr.  Merlyn 
W.  Northfelt  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  a 
consultation  with  the  Commission  to 
Study  the  Ministry  by  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 


especially  annual  conferences  offer  their 
recommendations  to  the  board  to  aid  in 
developing  its  petition  to  General  Con¬ 
ference.  The  deadline  for  this  is  July  1, 
since  the  board  will  complete  its 
legislative  work  in  October. 

Proposals  should  be  addressed  to  the 
board  at  100  Maryland  Avenue,  Nor¬ 
theast,  Washington,  D.C.  20002,  attention 
General  Conference  Legislative  Com¬ 
mittee.  Chairman  is  the  Rev.  Orion 
Hutchinson  of  Greensboro,  N.C. 

The  board  has  indicated  its  intention  to 
“basically  affirm  the  present  document” 
rather  than  seeking  complete  revision. 
This,  according  to  the  Rev.  A.  Dudley 
Ward,  board  general  secretary,  is 
because  the  social  statement  has  been 
considered  a  “living  document”  ever 


since  its  first  adoption.  It  is  be: 
amended  in  order  to  “speak  mopt 
relevantly  to  the  conditions  prevailingSt 
the  time,  in  the  light  of  increased 
knowledge  and  experience.” 

The  1972  statement  followed  four  years! 
of  study  and  drafting  authorized  by  thel 
1968  General  Conference,  after  union  of 
the  Methodist  and  Evangelical  United' 
Brethren  Church,  each  of  whom  had  such 
a  statement.  A  special  commission  was 
established  to  recommend  a  new 
statement  and  it  conducted  hearings' 
across  the  nation  to  hear  proposals  and 
comments. 

The  commission’s  draft  was  accepted! 
in  large  part  by  the  General  Conference, 
after  six  hours  of  debate  and  several 
brief  but  fiercely  argued  amendments. 


Soviets  track  down 
Baptist  print  shop 


BOSTON  (RNS)  —  A  report 
smuggled  from  the  USSR  reveals 
that  the  Soviet  secret  police  (KGB) 
used  radioactive  tracers  to  locate  an 
underground  printing  press 
operated  *  by  the  unregistered 
“dissident”  Baptists. 

Paper  bought  by  Baptists  for  the 
Christian  Underground  Print  Shop 
was  apparently  treated  with 
radioactive  tracers  by  the  Soviet 
police.  Helicopters  with  sensitized 
devices  then  scoured  the  coun¬ 
tryside  until  they  found  the  print 
shop. 

Contents  of  the  report  were 
described  here  by  the  Rev.  Ingemar 
Martinson,  general  secretary  of  the 
Slavic  Mission  of  Bromma,  Sweden, 
which  provides  Bibles,  literature 
and  defense  funds  to  dissident 
Baptists. 

Mr.  Martinson  accompanied  and 
was  interpreter  to,  the  Rev.  Gerhard 
Hamm,  a  former  dissident  Baptist 
pastor,  on  his  recent  visit  to  the  U.S. 
The  Slavic  Mission  official’s  report 
was  made  available  to  the 
Evangelistic  Association  of  New 
England  here. 

The  newsletter  smuggled  from  the 
USSR  indicated  that  the  secret 
police  noted  that  dissident  Baptists 
bought  the  paper  for  their  printing 
press  at  a  certain  shop. 

In  operation  since  June  1971,  the 
printing  press  has  produced  more 
than  300,000  items  of  Christian 
literature,  including  New 
Testaments,  books,  and  the 
Pilgrim’s  Progress.  Printing  has 
been  done  in  six  languages  of  the 
Soviet  Union. 

Risking  the  chance  that  others 
besides  dissident  Baptists  would  buy 
paper  from  the  suspected  shop,  the 
KGB  reportedly  had  the  paper 


treated  with  radioactive  material. 
When  the  whole  stock  was  sold,  they 
began  the  search. 

With  the  aid  of  helicopters,  Mr. 
Martinson’s  report  stated,  the  whole 
district  of  Tsesis  outside  Riga  was 
carefully  searched  for  several  days 
in  October  1974,  until  one  day  sen¬ 
sitive  detection  instruments 
responded  over  a  farm  in  Ligukalns. 

About  200  police  were  ordered  to 
the  spot.  In  a  secret  section  of  the 
basement,  seven  young  Baptists 
were  found  on  Oct.  24,  1974,  in  the 
process  of  printing  30,000  New 
Testaments  as  a  gift  to  the  churches 
for  Christmas. 

The  Baptists  were  arrested  and 
15,000  New  Testaments  and  20,000 
pounds  of  paper  were  confiscated. 

“Young  Baptists  are  smart,  but 
we  have  the  means  enough  ad¬ 
vanced  to  outsmart  you,”  the  police 
said,  according  to  the  report 
released  here. 

The  Baptists,  in  turn,  were  said  to 
have  praised  God  that  the  paper  was 
found,  since  the  radioactive  paper 
could  have  been  harmful  to  those 
receiving  the  polluted  paper. 

Officials  of  the  unregistered 
Baptists  have  appealed  to  the  Soviet 
government,  holding  that  religious 
freedom  includes  the  right  to  publish 
and  distribute  such  literature  as 
needed  in  religion. 

The  Baptists  said  the  paper  was 
bought  with  money  contributed  by 
members,  and  that  the  believers  had 
built  the  printing  press  themselves. 
The  material  was  to  be  distributed 
free  of  charge. 

Contents  of  the  New  Testaments 
could  not  be  considered  harmful  to 
the  system  of  the  Soviet  society,  and 
there  is  no  reason  for  confiscation, 
the  appeal  said. 


Farm  workers9  rights  defended 

Texas  churches  urge  lettuce,  grapes,  Gallo  wine  boycott 


recognition  from  the  government.  Very 
few  churchmen  are  awarded  state 
medals." 

eager  to  see  a  Russian  wedding  that 
some  wondered  whether  I  could  find 
another  couple  ready  to  be  married.  I 

Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver  Ring  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

ANNUAL  FINANCE  CO  UNSET,  available  on 
contract  basis  for  1975.  Calendar  currently 
flexible  to  your  congregation’s  reeds. 
Cavanaugh  Associates.  915  Kern  Drive.  El 

Paso.  Texas  79902.  (915  )  533-6759. 

SCANDINAVIAN  ADVENTURE:  Sixteen 
days  from  Chicago,  leaving  July  7.  $1036  first 
class.  Holland.  Denmark.  Sweden  and  Nor¬ 
way.  Write:  Kenneth  Metcalf.  601 -34th  St. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllng  Dr., 
Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  799-5049. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  $2.50  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.’s. 
ellzabeth's  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  25351. 
Houston.  Texas  77005. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  ycwr  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  cr  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696  2410. 

RESIDENCE  DIRECTOR  for  Sterling. 
Illinois,  YWCA.  Lovely  furnished  apartment 
with  utlllUes  and  salary  provided.  Would 
consider  woman  with  one  child.  Residence 
Program  development  Included.  Send  resume 

61081. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  Requires  a  person  with  a 
Bachelor’s  Degree  from  an  accredited  college 
or  university.  Prefer  a  person  with  a  major  In 
vocal  or  choral  music.  Must  have  a  personality 
that  will  attract  children  and  the  ability  to 
work  with  children  under  emotional  stress. 
CONTACT:  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

quality  warmhearted  30-minute  radio  program 

Is  available  to  you  and  your  community 
without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility  Is  either 
to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated,  sponsored 
or  underwritten.  We  provide  the  tapes  com¬ 
pletely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour.  P.  O.  Box 

77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  of  ChrlsUan 
Education:  Capable  of  organizing  and  ad¬ 
ministering  youth  and  total  Christian 
education  program  In  500-member  church. 
Contact:  Box  675.  Grand  Blanc.  Mich.  48439. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  tu 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 

MEXICO  CITY.  ACAPULCO,  etc. :  Eight  days. 

June  27.  From  Chicago  (or  Dixon),  only  $479. 
Write:  Robert  Schumm.  Box  369.  Dixon,  m. 

61031. 

available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 

Home,  llll  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

Baptists  now 
more  ‘ aware 9 
of  Catholics? 

SAN  DIEGO  (RNS)  —  A  Southern 
Baptist,  official  “Catholic  watcher,” 
says  there  is  a  growing  awareness 
among  Baptists  that  they  can  meet  and 
share  with  Catholics. 

Baptists  and  Catholics  are  beginning  to 
come  together,  particularly  to  discuss 
spiritual  matters,  and  for  Bible  study, 
prayer,  worship  and  social  activities, 
said  Dr.  C.  Brownlow  Hastings,  whose 
calling  card  describes  his  job  as 
“research  in  Catholicism.” 

His  work  is  part  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  interfaith  witness  depart¬ 
ment,  which  began  seven  years  ago  to 
inform  Baptists  on  world  religions. 

Dr.  Hastings,  who  has  a  background  of 
pastoral  work  and  adult  education, 
joined  the  department  in  1970.  He  said 
Baptists  are  receptive  and  eager  to  learn 
about  Catholics. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

AUSTIN,  Tx.  —  Support  for  collective 
bargaining  rights  for  farm  and  migrant 
workers  topped  the  list  of  issues  confront¬ 
ing  last  week’s  assembly  of  the  Texas 
Conference  of  Churches  here  —  and  also 
provided  its  strongest  debate. 

“Supporting  human  dignity  and  the 
physical  and  social  needs  of  the  farm 
worker”  was  no  problem  for  the  group, 
which  included  16  Christian  denomina¬ 
tions  in  Texas,  including  United  Meth¬ 
odism. 

But  the  use  of  boycott  as  an  instrument 
of  support  was  a  hotly-contested  issue 
with  delegates  who  only  after  long  debate 
passed  a  resolution  calling  member 
churches  to  two-pronged  action. 

The  resolution  calls  TCC  constitutents 
to  “encourage  abstention  from  the  pur¬ 
chasing  of  lettuce,  grapes  and  Gallo 
wines  and/or  take  other  effective  means, 
including  working  toward  the  passage  of 
U.S.  Senate  Bill  285,"  which  would  bring 
farm  workers  under  the  aegis  of  the 
National  Labor  Relations  Act. 

Passage  of  the  controversial  statement 
came  after  division-level  presentations 
by  representatives  of  both  E.  and  J.  Gallo 
Winery,  Modesto,  Ca.,  and  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  national  farmworkers’  ministry  — 
principles  in  a  dispute  over  union  repre¬ 
sentation  for  Gallo  employees. 


heard  the  Rev.  Wayne  C.  Hartmire,  of 
the  farm  workers’  ministry,  charge  that 
Gallo  workers  have  had  the  Western 
Conference  of  Teamsters’  representation 
imposed  on  them  by  Gallo. 

They  heard  Gallo  Vice-President 
George  Frank  claim  that  Gallo  workers 
belong  to  the  union  of  their  choice,  and 
that  they  have  not  been  dprived  of  their 
freedom  to  choose  —  a  claim  which  has 
led  Caesar  Chavez’  United  Farmworkers 
Union  to  launch  a  boycott  of  Gallo 
products. 

Two  United  Methodist  delegations 


from  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  area  perhaps 
typified  the  division  of  sentiment  within 
the  assembly. 

While  delegates  from  the  Rio  Grande 
Annual  Conference  supported  the  entire 
measure,  Southwest  Annual  Conference 
delegates  opposed  it. 

Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of  San  Antonio 
said  the  split  vote  did  not  represent  a 
basic  difference  of  philosophy,  but  only  of 
method.  “We  are  all  committed  to  the 
principle  of  self-determination  and  to 
helping  these  people,”  he  told 
TM/UMR. 


Man  is  ordained  while 
serving  murder  sentence 


GRATERFORD,  Pa.  (RNS)  -  Vaug¬ 
han  Booker,  sentenced  to  life-in-prison 
for  murdering  his  wife,  was  ordained  an 
Episcopal  deacon  in  the  chapel  of 
Graterford  State  Prison  on  Feb.  28. 

Bishop  Lyman  C.  Ogilby  of  the  Diocese 
of  Pennsylvania  conferred  the  lower 
order  of  the  clergy  on  the  32-year-old 
inmate.  It  was  believed  to  be  the  first 
ordination  held  within  prison  walls  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Booker  pleaded  guilty  eight  years 
ago  to  the  murder  of  his  wife,  Anna  belle, 
by  bow-and-arrow  following  an 
argument. 

He  told  a  reporter  at  the  time  of  or¬ 
dination  that  nothing  good  he  may  ever 
achieve  can  erase  his  crime.  "It’s  always 
going  to  be  there  ...  I  like  to  think  I’ve 
grown  past  thinking  that  a  wrong  can  be 
righted,  can  be  erased  by  doing 


something  good.  That’s  an  immature 
belief.” 

Mr.  Booker,  who  is  black,  studied  for 
four  years  to  qualify  for  ordination.  His 
program  was  planned  and  supervised  by 
several  priests  of  the  Pennsylvania 
diocese.  Under  a  daytime  release-for- 
study  arrangement,  he  was  able  to  ac¬ 
cumulate  69  college  credits  —  enough  to 
become  a  deacon  —  at  four  area  colleges. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lorenzo  Booker  of 
Philadelphia,  parents  of  the  new  deacon, 
attended  the  ordination,  arranged  by 
Bishop  Ogilby  in  cooperation  with  prison 
officials.  About  50  prisoners  attended  the 
service.  An  outsider  said  they  seemed 
“very  happy”  for  Mr.  Booker,  who  was 
said  to  have  the  respect  of  the  Graterford 
prison  community. 

A  hearing  on  possible  parole  for  Mr. 
Booker  is  scheduled  later  this  year, 
according  to  a  spokesman  for  the  Diocese 
of  Pennsylvania. 


I^Poems  ^cfkat  Change 

Poems  like  the  one  below  make  a  perfect  gift  that  lasts 
forever  and  shows  what  the  Game  Of  Life  is  truly  about 


(XraJL 


"l  am  giving  you  the  ball.  Son.  and  naming  you  the 
quarterback  for  your  team  in  the  game  of  life.  I  am  your 
coach,  so  I'll  give  it  to  you  straight. 

" There  Is  only  one  schedule  to  play.  It  lasts  all  your  life, 
but  consists  of  only  one  game.  It  is  a  long  game  with  no  time 
out  and  no  substitutions.  You  play  it  all  your  life. 

"You'll  have  a  great  backfield.  You're  calling  the  signals, 
but  the  three  other  fellows  in  the  backfield  with  you  have  great 
reputations.  They  are  named  Faith.  Hope  and  Charity. 

"You'll  work  behind  a  truly  powerful  line.  End  io  end. 
It  consists  of  Honesty.  Loyalty,  Courage.  Devotion- to- Duty, 
Self-Respect,  Cleanliness  and  Discipline. 

"The  goalposts  are  the  Gates  of  heaven. 

"God  is  the  referee  and  sole  official.  He  makes  alt  the  rules, 
and  there  is  no  appeal  from  them. 

"There  are  ten  rules.  You  know  them  as  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments.  and  you  play  them  strictly  In  accortkxnce  with  your 
own  religion. 

"There  is  also  an  important  ground  rule.  It  is.  "As  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  to  you.  do  ye  even  so  to  them. " 

"Here  is  the  ball.  It  is  your  immortal  soul!  Hold  fast  to 
It.  Now.  Son.  get  in  there  and  let's  see  what  you  can  do  with 


“Frame -A -Copy''® 


To  racaiva  your  full  size  8!4  x  11  original  of  tha  above  poem  for  framing  or  docoupage 
P1u«  Free  Broshure  of  all  our  poem*,  Mail  $1.00  to  or  coma  by  TRUWAY  Literature-® 
c/o  Morrow  Printing  Dept  TM-  21 1  Raymond  Rd.  -  Jackson,  Min.  39204 
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Bishop’s  Message 

In  February  Centenary  College,  the  oldest  institution  of  higher  learning  west 
of  the  Mississippi  River  in  the  entire  United  States,  celebrated  its  150th 
Anniversary.  The  Conference,  which  owns  this  college,  is  proud  indeed  of  its 
academic  excellence,  its  true  academic  freedom,  its  goals  and  clearly  observed 
values.  We  salute  the  fine  administration,  led  by  Dr.  John  Allen,  the  excellent 
faculty,  of  whom  Dean  Theodore  Kauss  is  leader,  and  the  responsible  and 
faithful  trustees,  of  whom  Mr.  George  Nelson  is  chairman.  Also  we  salute  Dr. 
D.  L.  Dykes,  whose  phenomenal  work  in  fund-raising  and  in  educational 
philosophy  has  been  a  decisive  factor  in  the  notable  development  of  a  new  spirit 
in  this  venerable  and  excellent  institution. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


FYI 


For  your  information 


Something  different  in  sermon  illustra¬ 
tion  was  used  at  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  in  a  series  of  sermons  on  Holy 
Habits.  Shown  here  are  Paul  Ritter  (left) 
active  layman  of  the  church,  with  his 
pastor,  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  and  fishing 
equipment.  The  sermon,  entitled  “Fish¬ 
ing”  was  based  on  Jesus’  statement 
“Follow  me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers 
of  men."  The  theme  was  personal 
evangelism. 

Leonard  L.  Haynes,  III 
honored  at  Ohio  State 

Leonard  L.  Haynes,  III,  a  graduate  of 
Southern  University  and  son  of  the  Rev. 

L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Haynes  of 
Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  has  been 
nominated  as  the  most  outstanding 
student  in  higher  education  ad¬ 
ministration  at  Ohio  State  University. 

Leonard  is  a  Ph.D.  degree  candidate  at 
the  University  and  serves  as  assistant  to 
the  president  of  that  institution.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Wesley  Church  in  Baton — 
Rouge. 


New  appointment 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
announces  the  appointment  of 
Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.,  to  Monroe  St. 
James-St.  Paul,  effective  March  1. 


A  new  sound,  color  filmstrip  which  will 
interpret  the  work  of  military  chaplains 
is  now  being  filmed  in  Alaska.  Release  of 
the  new  production  is  scheduled  for  May 
15,  for  use  in  connection  with  the  bi¬ 
centennial  year  of  the  U.S.  military 
chaplaincy.  The  filmstrip  will  be  used  for 
general  interpretation  by  the  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries  and 
also  as  a  World  Communion  resource. 

*  *  * 

P.  O.  Box  4866,  Eureka,  Calif.  95501  is 
an  address  to  remember  if  you  wish  to 
send  a  petition  for  the  1976  General 
Conference  consideration.  This  is  the 
address  of  the  Rev.  Newell  P.  Knudson 
who  has  been  named  petitions  secretary 
by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Holt,  secretary  of  the 
General  Conference.  Attention  is  called 
by  Doctor  Holt  to  Paragraph  609  of  the 
1972  Book  of  Discipline,  which  provides, 
in  general,  that  any  organization, 
minister  or  lay  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  may  petition  the 
General  Conference.  It  is  required  that 
all  petitions  be  sent  in  three  copies  to  Mr. 
Knudson  no  later  than  March  27,  1976. 
Eash  must  deal  with  only  one  subject, 
and  proposing  revisions  within  only  one 
chapter  of  the  Discipline. 

*  •  * 

Minority  Group  Self-Determination 
Fund  grants  have  been  announced  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Commission 
on-- Religion  and  Race.  Among  the 
recipients  are  the  following  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference:  St.  Mark  UM 
Church  (day  care),  Baton  Rouge,  $7,500; 
Fairfield  UM  Church  (day  care), 
Shreveport,  $10,000.  Thirty  organizations 
representing  all  ethnic  groups  were 
granted  funds. 

*  *  * 

A  grant  of  $400,000  from  the  Brown 
Foundation,  Inc.  of  Houston,  Texas  to 


Baton  Rouge  District  conference  draws  large  crowd 


A  large  crowd  gathered  at  Denham 
Springs  Church  March  2,  for  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  Conference,  with  District 
Superintendent  Robert  B.  Crichlow 
presiding.  Host  pastor  was  Carey  Martin. 
The  various  work  areas  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries  were  represented  by  district 
directors,  along  with  district  secretaries 
of  Missions,  Christian  Social  Concerns, 
Town  and  Country,  Religion  and  Race, 
Ecumenical  Affairs,  and  Stewardship. 

O.  W.  Marrs  is  lay  leader  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District.  President  of  UMW  is 
Mrs.  Chris  Hall.  Ofney  Ellis  is  president 
of  the  district  United  Methodist  Men; 
Stephanie  Smith  is  Youth  Representa¬ 
tive;  and  Wesley  Chambers  represented 
the  1000  Club. 


Farmerville  honors  children’s  worker 


Shown  in  this  picture  are  some  of  the  participants  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
Conference.  Identified  on  the  front  row.  left  to  right  are:  Don  Barksdale;  O.  W. 
Marrs;  D.  L.  McGuire;  Ira  Woodfin,  and  J.  Woodrow  Hearn. 

Shreveport  UM  ministers 
participate  in 
interfaith  meeting 

Two  United  Methodist  ministers 
participated  in  the  Shreveport  Chapter  of 
the  National  Association  of  Christians 
and  Jews  held  at  the  B’nai  Zion  Temple 
in  Shreveport  recently.  They  were  Dr.  D. 
L.  Dykes,  pastor  of  First  Church,  and  the 
Rev.  James  Graham,  Director  of  the 
Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry.  Other 
participants  taking  part  in  a  discussion  of 
“Dispelling  Religious  and  Racial 
Prejudice”  were  representatives  from 
the  Jewish,  Roman  Catholic,  Lutheran, 
and  Baptist  churches. 


Centenary  College  celebrates 
150  years  of  service 


endow  a  professorial  chair  in  engineering 
science  at  Centenary  College  has  been 
announced  by  President  John  H.  Allen.  A 
search  will  be  instituted  to  locate  a 
distinguished  professor  to  fill  the  chair. 
*  *  * 

A  $10,000  grant  to  support  teaching  and 
research  programs  in  science  has  been 
awarded  to  Dillard  University  by  E.  I. 
DuPont  DeNemours  and  Co.  The  grant 
was  part  of  the  company's  1975 
educational  aid  package  of  $636,500  to 
minority  colleges,  universities  and 
educational  activities.  This  marks  the 
11th  consecutive  year  that  Dillard  has 
received  a  grant  from  DuPont. 

The  13th  World  Methodist  Conference 
will  be  held  August  25-31,  1976  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  it  was  announced  recently  by  the 
Rev.  Lee  F.  Tuttle,  general  secretary  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council.  A  number 
of  other  bodies  related  to  the  World 
Methodist  movement  will  meet  before 
and  after  the  conference  in  and  around 
Dublin.  These  include  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women,  the 
World  Methodist  Family  Life  Con¬ 
ference,  the  historical  society,  con¬ 
sultation  on  worship,  and  convocations  of 
theologians  and  youth. 

Ray  Branton,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  advises  that  a  CRS  Com¬ 
munications  Ulirac  will  be  held  April  1-3 
at  the  Holiday  Inn  Downtown,  Dallas 
The  theme  is  media  use  in  the  local 
church,  and  the  conference  is  designed 
for  pastors  and  laity;  Christian 
educators  and  District  Superintendents, 
Conference  staff  and  District  COM 
persons.  Among  leaders  are  Dr.  B.  F. 
Jackson  of  The  Iliff  School  of  Theology, 
Denver,  and  Dr.  Ewart  Watts  of  Nash¬ 
ville. 


Lower  right,  Congressman  Joe  D. 
Waggoner  (right)  was  introduced  at  the 
150th  anniversary  luncheon  for  Cente¬ 
nary  College  by  long-time  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  Paul  M.  Brown,  Jr. 


At  right.  Governor  Edwin  Edwards, 
flanked  by  Louisiana  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  (left)  and  Missouri  Bishop 
and  Centenary  graduate  Robert  Good¬ 
rich,  leaves  Brown  Chapel  following  a 
Sunday  worship  service  that  concluded  a 
sesquicentennial  celebration  weekend. 


Below,  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport 
(right)  is  welcomed  into  the  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame  of  former  students  by  George  D. 
Nelson,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 


Around  our  Conference 


Senior  High  Youth  of  First  Church, 
Amite,  are  sponsoring  a  paper  drive, 
collecting  old  newspapers  to  resell  and 
recycle  —  as  a  fund  raising  project. 

Youth  of  First  Church,  Slidell,  are 
sponsoring  an  “old  glass”  drive, 
collecting  all  kinds  of  used  clean  glass 
bottles,  jars,  etc.  to  sell  for  raising  funds 
for  their  varied  projects. 

Young  people  of  Wesley  Church, 
Sulphur,  featured  a  speaker,  Rod  Perry, 
from  the  Louisiana  State  Police  who  told 
them  of  his  work  and  demonstrated 
equipment,  including  a  patrol  car. 

UMY  of  First  Church,  Covington, 
joined  with  youth  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  that  city  recently,  and  enjoyed 
an  old  fashioned  ice  cream  social. 

The  Lafayette  District  kick-off  meeting 
on  Evangelism  was  attended  by  ap¬ 
proximately  200  laymen  and  ministers  of 
that  district.  A  banquet,  singing, 
fellowship,  and  a  speech  by  Bishop 
Crutchfield  were  highlights  of  the 
program. 

*  *  * 

Caddo  Heights  Church,  Shreveport, 
will  hold  a  Holy  Week  service  beginning 
Palm  Sunday.  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  District 
Superintendent,  will  bring  the  messages. 
Rupert  D.  Coles  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

“Fashion  Magic  of  ’75”  is  the  theme  for 
the  luncheon-fashion  show  to  be  given  by 
the  United  Methodist  Women’s 
organization  of  Mount  Zion  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  April  5.  The  affair  will  be 
held  in  Kearney  Hall  of  Dillard 
University  beginning  at  1  P.M.  Mrs. 
Mary  D.  Tanner  will  be  the  fashion 
coordinator  for  the  United  Methodist 
Women,  and  Krauss  Company  is  fur¬ 
nishing  the  clothes.  Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell, 
president  of  the  Mt.  Zion  UMW,  notes 
that  this  project  is  to  raise  funds  for 


missions  —  “here and  around  the  world.” 
The  occasion  will  also  highlight 
“International  Women’s  Year.” 
Reservations  and  information  may  be 
obtained  from  Mrs.  Veora  Lunday, 
General  Chairman,  New  Orleans 
telephone  482-5124. 


Farmerville  Church  recently  honored  a  long-time  member,  Mrs.  J.  A.  McDaniel, 
for  17  years  of  service  as  a  children's  worker  in  the  church.  She  was  given  a 
Certificate  of  Appreciation,  a  pen.  and  a  corsage.  Shown  here  making  the 
presentation  is  the  pastor  Terral  T.  Lowe,  (left) ;  Mrs.  McDaniel  and  Paul  Wood,  lay 
leader. 

First  UMC,  Bossier  City 
honors  W.  T.  Waller 

W.  T.  Waller  of  First  Church,  Bossier 
City,  has  been  elected  Chairman 
Emeritus  for  life  of  the  Administrative 
Board.  Mr.  Waller  had  served  with 
distinction  as  chairman  of  the  board  for 
28  consecutive  years. 

In  “recognition  of  both  his  Christian 
character,  his  devotion  and  service,”  the 
Church  presented  a  plaque  to  Mr.  Waller. 

Also  presented  to  him  was  a  gavel, 
emblematic  of  his  responsibility  as 
presiding  officer.  The  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie  is 
pastor  of  First  Church. 

SJ’7)>lU'5 


Glenn  R.  Bridges,  1975  Administrative 
Board  Chairman  (left)  presented  a 
plaque  to  W.  T.  Waller  in  honor  of  his 
many  years  of  service  to  First  Church. 
Kirby  D.  Wilson,  church  lay  leader  is  on 
the  right. 


Arabi  is  building  new  church 

Arabi  Church  is 
in  the  process  of 
building  their  new 
church  at  636  Mehle 
Street,  Arabi,  and 
according  to  the 
Pastor,  James  O. 

Evans,  “the  con¬ 
gregation  is 
hopes  of 
their  first  service  in 
the  new  building  on 
Easter  Sunday.” 

Shown  in  front  of 
the  new 
construction 
from  left.  The  Rev 
Dr.  Alfred  L.  Nor¬ 
ris,  District  Super- 5 
intendent  of  thefe 
New  Orleans  District;  Earl  Ash,  member  of  the  Building  Commit¬ 
tee;  Miss  Mildred  Hoffpauir,  co-chairman  of  the  Committee;  Leo  Bowers,  member 
of  the  Committee;  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Evans.  (John  Redd,  Chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee,  and  members  R.  C.  Abercrombie  and  Lloyd  Hilbert  were 
absent  when  the  picture  was  taken.) 


Mrs.  Wayne  Fallin,  who  has  served  as 
Educational  Assistant  for  more  than  15 
years  at  First  Church,  Pineville,  was 
recently  honored  by  the  church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fallin  are  moving  to  Ruston.  She 
has  served  with  six  ministers  at  the 
Pineville  church  and  is  currently  a 
member  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  is  District  Coordinator 
of  Children’s  Ministries.  The  picture  is  of 
Mrs.  Fallin  and  Administrative  Board 
Chairman  Newton  Himel,  as  she  was 
presented  a  special  gift. 

Shreveport  and  Ruston  Districts 
sponsored  a  mini-work-camp  early  this 
month  at  the  Caney  Lake  Camp,  in  which 
youth  of  the  conference  were  involved. 
Lorris  Wimberly,  Jr.  is  Shreveport 
District  Youth  Coordinator  and  was  in 
charge  of  the  project. 

L.  G.  Wilson,  pastor  of  St.  Mark’s 
Church,  Monroe,  writes  that  the  church 
“  ...  is  really  on  the  go,  growing  in  each 
phase:  church  school,  morning  worship, 
evening  worship,  UMW,  UMY,”  and 
many  other  areas.  Evangelism  is  being 
stressed,  and  the  recent  EMV  received 
generous  response.  Bob  Jackson  is 
finance  chairman;  Ted  Dickerson  is 
stewardship  chairman. 

Responding  to  the  “Challenge  of 
Renewed  Dedication”  was  the  theme  of 
the  annual  Dillard  University  alumni 
vesper  service  held  in  Lawless  Memorial 
Chapel  on  March  16.  President  Dr. 
Samuel  DuBois  Cook  delivered  the 
keynote  address. 

Speaking  to  a  large  Family  Night 
gathering  recently  at  Broadmoor 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  Mrs.  Frances 
B.  Spain,  a  public  relations  staff  member 
with  the  Louisiana  State  Department  of 
Education.  According  to  the  pastor,  D.  L. 
McGuire  (with  whom  she  is  seen  in  this 
photograph),  Mrs.  Spain  discussed  a 
wide  range  of  topics  relative  to  public 
education  and  “  .  .  .  this  was  one  of  the 


most  helpful  programs  in  which  I  have 
shared  in  many  a  day  ...” 

“Dinner  from  Around  the  World” 
featured  complete  meals  from  seven 
different  countries  at  Henning  Church. 
This  interesting  and  enjoyable  event  was 
a  fund  raising  project  for  “worthy 
causes”  in  the  church.  Warren  Blakeman 
is  pastor. 


Mrs.  Cora  Lou  Robinson,  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Minden,  was  recently 
chosen  as  Minden’s  “Woman  of  the 
Year.”  Mrs.  Robinson  is  active  in  many 
areas  of  church  service,  and  her  entire 
family  are  all  actively  involved  in  the  life 
of  First  Church.  Mrs.  Robinson  is  also 
well  known  for  her  artistic  ac¬ 
complishments. 


Baton  Rouge  District  Laity  Banquet 
was  held  March  19  at  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
Youth  Leadership  Workshop  was  held  on 
March  15  at  First  Church,  with  the  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill,  Board  of  Discipleship 
Director  of  Services  to  Youth  Co¬ 
ordinators  as  the  leader.  Many  workers 
with  youth  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
attended. 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
Auxiliary  sponsored  a  style  show  at  Lake 
Vista  Church,  New  Orleans,  early  in 
March.  Proceeds  will  be  used  in  the 
playground  area  of  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital. 


Ivo  Dutro  was  presented  a  money  tree 
by  Iowa  Church  to  help  defray  his  ex¬ 
penses  at  McNeese  University.  Mr. 
Dutro  recently  spoke  at  a  *  UMW- 
sponsored  Family  Night  supper  at  the 
church,  showing  color  slides  of  a  trip  to 
his  native  Brazil.  He  is  shown  here  with 
the  Rev.  John  Sayes,  pastor. 
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A  reminder  in  the  midst  of  the  jumble 

We  live  in  a  world  of  jumbled  claims  and  jumbled  values.  For  Christians,  there  is 
an  identity  within  the  maze  and  a  command  about  how  we  should  relate  to  our 
jumbled  world.  If  you  fit  the  scrambled  pieces  of  the  picture  above  together,  you'll 
find  a  reminder  about  both  that  identity  and  that  command.  A  TM/  UMR  ball-point 
pen  will  be  sent  to  the  first  reader  in  each  state  [or  in  each  annual  conference  in 
states  which  have  more  than  one  conference]  who  discovers  the  message  and 
returns  it  to:  Message,  TM/  UMR.  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221.  [Before  cut¬ 
ting  the  pieces  apart,  we  suggest  pasting  the  whole  puzzle  to  a  piece  of  heavy  paper 
or  cardboard.] 


««««  Editorials 
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Freedom  and  the  power  of  the  Bible 


Stories  of  religious  persecution  such  as 
the  one  recently  told  about  efforts  of  the 
Russian  secret  police  to  crush  a  Baptist 
printing  operation  in  the  Soviet  Union 
(see  TM/  UMR,  March  14)  are  shocking. 

The  jolt  comes  partially  from  the 
realization  that  the  freedoms  of  religion 
and  expression  which  we  take  for 
granted  here  in  the  United  States  are  not 
simply  a  matter  of  course  elsewhere  in 
the  world.  We  know  in  our  heads  that 
such  freedoms  are  not  universal,  but 
sometimes  it  takes  such  an  act  as  the 
confiscation  of  the  New  Testament  by  200 
armed  policemen  for  us  fully  to  feel  the 
impact  of  what  these  freedoms  mean. 

Another  jolt,  for  some  of  us,  comes 
from  the  realization  that  in  our  homes  we 
keep,  with  no  fear  of  punishment,  the 
most  powerful  book  in  the  world  —  the 
Holy  Bible  —  without  many  times  being 
aware  of  just  how  powerful  its  message 
is.  The  Russian  government  obviously 
knows  of  its  power  for  changing  lives  and 
changing  societies.  The  amount  of  time, 

Welcome  new  local  editions 

With  this  issue,  two  congregations  are 
initiating  TM/  UMR  local  church 
editions,  whereby  their  news  is  published 
each  week  in  combination  with  annual 
conference  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  every  member  family. 

The  two  new  congregations  and  their 
circulations  are:  First  UMC,  Santa  Rosa, 
California  (California-Nevada  Con¬ 
ference),  500;  and  Gethsemane  UMC, 
Houston,  Texas  (Texas  Conference),  750. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these 
congregations,  we  say  “Welcome.  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  TM/  UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
others  in  providing  feedback  via  ‘Letters 
to  the  Editor’.” 


money  and  effort  spent  to  repress  it 
proves  that. 

It  might  be  a  good  practice  for  all  of  us 
to  step  back  occasionally  and  look 
seriously  at  the  rights  we  take  for 
granted  and  the  Book  we  many  times 
allow  to  be  more  of  a  home  decoration 
than  a  living  tool  within  our  lives. 

Such  occasional  examination  of  our¬ 
selves  could  lead  us  to  some  important 
conclusions  about  the  quality  of  our  own 
faith.  Hopefully,  such  a  look  at  our  lives 
would  convince  us  that  If,  as  the  saying 
goes,  we  were  to  be  arrested  for  being 
Christians  there  would  be  enough 
evidence  to  convict  us. 


CORRECTION 

The  editorial  “How  will  delegates 
to  the  1976  General  Conference  be 
chosen”  (TM/  UMR,  March  7) 
contained  a  factual  error  regarding 
qualifications  for  lay  delegates. 

Quoting  from  the  1972 
“Discipline,”  the  editorial  indicated 
that  a  person  must  be  21  years  of  age 
and  a  member  of  the  UMC  for  at 
least  four  years  to  qualify  for 
election  as  a  delegate. 

A  constitutional  amendment 
approved  by  the  UMC’s  annual 
conferences  in  1973,  and  certified  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops  in  November 
of  1973,  removed  the  age  qualifica¬ 
tion.  As  amended,  delegates  to 
General  Conference  are  to  be 
elected  “without  regard  to  age.” 

TM/  UMR  regrets  the  error. 


Series  on  homosexuality  criticized/lauded 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  little  disturbed  over  the  air  of 
certainty  in  the  series  of  articles  on 
homosexuality  by  the  Rev.  Harvey  N. 
Chinn. 

Mr.  Chinn  lays  great  stress  on  the 
belief  that  homosexuality  is  en¬ 
vironmentally  caused  (another  great 
burden  for  parents  to  feel  guilty  over!) 
and  quotes  only  from  authorities  holding 
this  view.  And  his  quotations  from  the 
Bible  are  similarly  one-sided.  It  is  true 
the  Old  Testament  speaks  with  almost 
one  voice  of  disapproval.  But  he 
overlooks  the  gentleness  of  Jesus 
whenever  he  was  confronted  by  sexual 
transgressions  of  any  kind.  For  example, 
he  quotes  Jesus  and  the  woman  taken  in 
adultery  as  saying  only  “Go  and  sin  no 
more”  overlooking  the  equally 
prominent  words  “Neither  do  I  condemn 
thee."  And  he  lifts  Paul  to  the  level  of 
canon,  yet  care  must  be  taken  here,  too. 
Paul  had  some  equally  harsh  things  to 
say  about  the  place  of  women,  and  I 
doubt  if  Mr.  Chinn  would  want  to 
canonize  these  sayings  of  Paul. 

The  truth  is,  I  think,  we  do  not  know 
whether  homosexuality  is  primarily 
environmental  or  primarily  genetic. 
There  is  growing  evidence  that  genetics 
is  involved,  though  it  is  not  possible  to  be 
certain  here  either.  In  any  case, 
Christians  need  to  stand  back  and  take  a 
look  at  this  matter  with  more  gentleness 
and  grace  than  is  customary  in  some 
quarters  where  the  matter  is  discussed. 
A  little  more  of  Jesus  and  a  little  less  of 
Paul  is  what  is  needed. 

J.  Claude  Evans 
Dallas,  Texas 
Any  suppressed  minority 
should  receive  our  support 

To  the  Editor : 

It  is  unlikely  that  TM/  UMR  can  avoid 
a  great  flood  of  letters  for  and  against 
your  article  titled  “Homosexuality:  the 
making  of  an  issue”  (TM/  UMR,  Feb. 
21)  and  the  series  in  general.  So  I  would 
like  to  be  among  the  first  to  be  involved. 

I  have  in  the  past,  and  will  in  the  future 
continue  to  support  any  supressed 
minority  inside  and  outside  of  the  church 
—  simply  because  I  feel  that  Christ  did 
not  come  to  preach  against  anyone.  He 
came  first  to  preach  love  from  and  for 
God,  and  second  love  for  all  men  (and 
women).  Where  does  He  say  in  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  “blessed  are  the 
straights?”  He  came  to  speak  of  love  and 
salvation  by  faith. 

If  we  as  individuals  and  as  members  of 
groups  can  stop  judging  people  by  race, 
religion,  or  sexual  orientation,  then  and 
only  then  will  we  be  worthy  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

Homosexuality  (like  heterosexuality) 
is  a  thing  of  this  world;  there  will  be  no 
homosexuals  in  heaven  because  there 
will  be  no  sex.  Since  none  of  us  is  Christ 
or  God,  then  one  of  us  can  say  whether  a 
gay  person  is  worthy  of  salvation  or 
acceptance. 

Lastly,  I  truly  feel  sorry  for  those 
people  who  feel  that  they  have  to  judge 
whether  people  are  good  enough  to  be 
associated  with  or  not.  They  must  be 
very  lonely  people. 

Kent  W.  Olson 
Santa  Clara,  California 
Articles  clearly  biased; 
more  objectivity  needed 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  disappointed  after  reading 
the  article  by  Harvey  N.  Chinn  entitled 
“Homosexuality  and  modern  psy¬ 
chiatry.”  Aside  from  the  issue  of 
whether  or  not  to  ordain  homosexuals,  I 
think  it  should  be  noted  that  Mr.  Chinn 
seems  to  be  guilty  of  manipulating 
research  material  to  arrive  at  a  rather 
strong,  opinionated  conclusion.  He 
grossly  neglected  to  present  a  great  deal 
of  research  in  psychology  which  con¬ 
cludes  something  entirely  different  from 
the  alternatives  offered  by  Mr.  Chinn. 

Mr.  Chinn  attempted  to  reduce  the 
diagnosis  to  either  “illness”  or  “gift.” 
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Nearly  2000  readers  solve 
recent  Bible  Puzzle  bonus 


From  Minnesota  and  California, 
Florida  and  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland  they  came  —  an  avalanche  of 
responses  to  TM/  UMR’s  Feb.  21 
Biblical  Bonus  Puzzle. 

An  all-time  high  of  1,910  entrants 
contested  for  the  50  TM/  UMR  ballpoint 
pens  we  offered  as  prizes  for  finding  all 
39  Old  Testament  books  in  the  puzzle,  and 
then  discovering  a  “hidden  message” 
contained  in  remaining  letters. 

With  far  more  prize-winners  than 
prizes,  we  sorted  the  entries  geo¬ 
graphically,  then  drew  for  the  50 
winners  from  among  persons  who  solved 
the  puzzle  correctly  and  submitted  them 
to  us  immediately  after  receiving  their 
papers. 

Among  the  many  who  wrote  comments 
on  their  entries,  some  said,  “I  hope  I 
win,”  but  more  said,  “I  don’t  care  if  I  win 
or  not.  This  is  fun.  Let's  have  more 
puzzles."  We  will. 

P.S.  For  those  who  failed  to  find  the 
“hidden  message,”  it  contains  the  words 
from  Genesis  1:1-2:  “In  the  beginning 
God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth. 
And  the  earth  was  without  form  and  void 
and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the 
deep.  And  the  spirit  of  God  moved  upon 
the  face  of  the  waters.” 

Here  are  the  winners:  Dorothy  Alvis, 
Albuquerque,  N.M.;  Mrs.  Todd 
Andreason,  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Mrs.  Lee 
Behannon,  Corpus  Christi,  Tx.;  Frances 
Boyer,  Sparks,  Nev.;  Glen  Campbell, 
Beaumont,  Tx.;  Mrs.  W.  R.  Carlile, 
Memphis,  Tenn.;  Mrs.  W  L.  Crews, 
Gonzales,  Tx.;  Mrs.  Stella  Deer,  Broken 
Arrow,  Ok.;  Mrs.  F.  E.  Dunnam,  Boyce, 
La.; 
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Mrs.  John  W.  Everett,  Indiana,  Pa.; 
Paul  Farley,  Rogers,  Ark.;  Rev.  Paul 
Finney,  White  Lake,  S.  Dak.;  Mrs.  Ruth 
M.  Fiske,  Claremont,  Ca.;  Rev.  Arthur 
Friesen,  Washington,  Ind.;  R.  W. 
Grigson,  Texas  City,  Tx.;  Mrs.  Ruth 
Guthrie,  Bastrop,  La.;  Howard  Ham- 
mersla,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.; 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Hardee,  Madison,  Fla.; 
Lloyd  L.  Hartle,  Jackson,  Mo.;  Mrs. 
James  C.  Holman,  Canadian,  Tx.; 
Wayne  C.  Kenney,  Tucson,  Ariz. ;  George 
Keller,  Nacogdoches,  Tx.;  Jennifer 
Krimmel,  Decatur,  Ill. ;  Mrs.  Hugh  Anne 
Lang,  Tulsa,  Ok. ;  Mrs.  S.T.  Lee,  San  An¬ 
gelo,  Tx. ;  Mrs.  James  R.  Lewis,  Littleton 
Col. ;  John  B.  McGee,  Brentwood,  Ca. ; 

Mrs.  W.  V.  McGilvray,  Goldthwaite, 
Tx.;  Mrs.  Jack  Meyers,  Wichita  Falls, 
Tx.;  Miss  Christine  Miller,  Sunnyvale, 
Ca.;  M.  Ruth  Murray,  Joliet,  Ill.;  Mrs. 
Ruby  C.  Nielson,  Omaha,  Neb.;  Mrs. 
Walter  S.  Ott,  Louisville,  Kans.;  John 
Perko,  Orlando,  Fla.;  Rev.  Paul  Rider, 
Denver,  Col.;  A.  B.  Rogers,  Memphis, 
Tenn.; 

Sheila  Ross,  Bradenton,  Fla.;  Betty 
Rubenstein,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Mrs.  T.  K. 
Simons,  Edna,  Tx.;  Mrs.  Sallye 
Stephens,  Dallas,  Tx.;  Mrs.  Marilyn 
Stokley,  Winnsboro,  Tx.;  Mrs.  P.  G. 
Stradley,  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.; 

Linda  Sullivan,  Independence,  Mo.; 
Mrs.  Robert  W.  Trever,  Easton,  Md.; 
Mrs.  John  Trimble,  Gilroy,  Ca.;  Ms. 
Ellen  Wendler,  Thibidaux,  La.;  Charles 
D.  White,  Charlotte,  N.C.;  Sammie  M. 
Wilkey,  Evensville,  Tenn.;  P.  H. 
Wohlford,  Elkhart,  Tx.;  Mrs.  C.  D. 
Wooten,  Cleburne,  Tx. 
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However,  many  psychologists  are 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
homosexuality  is  neither;  it  is  rather  a 
valid  “alternate”  lifestyle.  Mr.  Chinn 
was  correct  in  reporting  that  most 
hypotheses  suggest  that  homosexuality 
results  from  certain  types  of  family 
structures  and  lifestyles.  This  in  itself, 
however,  does  not  necessarily  make  a 
behavior  maladaptive.  Research  in¬ 
dicates  that  many  homosexuals  have 
accepted  their  lifestyle  and  are 
emotionally  healthy  and  stable. 

Let  me  restate  that  I  am  not  speaking 
in  favor  of  either  side  of  the  argument  for 
or  against  ordination  of  homosexual 
ministers.  I  am  speaking  in  favor  of 
objectivity.  In  making  such  an  important 
decision,  the  information  available 
should  be  as  unbiased  as  possible.  Mr. 
Chinn’s  article  was  clearly  biased. 

Jay  Pullen 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 
Thanks  for  helpful  articles 
To  the  Editor: 

How  grateful  all  of  us  should  be  for  the 
helpful  articles  by  Harvey  N.  Chinn 
relating  to  the  matter  of  homosexuality.  I 
would  hope  that  this  would  lay  to  rest 
much  of  the  misinformation  now  being 
circulated. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  the  various 
groups  who  are  approving  the  ordination 
of  homosexuals  would  gather  in  all  of  the 
facts  from  authoritative  sources  instead 
of  talking  off  the  tops  of  their  heads. 

Don  M.  Brown 

Roseland,  Florida 

I  fully  agree 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  glad  to  see  the  series  of 
articles  on  homosexuality  by  Rev. 
Harvey  N.  Chinn  appearing  in 
TM/  UMR.  I  am  in  full  agreement  with 
Mr.  Chinn’s  thoughts  regarding  this 
subject. 

It  is  disturbing  that  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  others  in  the  higher  echelon 
of  church  leaders  have  not  seen  fit  to 
express  themselves  on  the  subject  of 
homosexuality.  By  their  silence  they  are 
tacitly  indicating  their  approval  of  the 
practice.  They  are  causing  the  church  to 
fall  into  the  trap  of  permissiveness  which 
has  permeated  our  society,  including  our 
law  enforcement  and  judiciary,  and  is 
contributing  to  the  frightening  increase 
in  crime. 

The  recent  action  taken  by  the  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries  which,  in  effect, 
affirms  the  morality  and  acceptability  of 
homosexuality  is  beyond  my  com¬ 
prehension.  That  thinking  church  people 
can  arrive  at  such  a  conclusion  seems 
impossible.  „  .  ,  „  „ 

Herschel  T.  Settle 
Yuba  City,  California 
Hate  sin9  but  love  sinner 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  regular  reader  of  TM/  UMR,  I  am 
sometimes  pleased,  sometimes  disturbed 
and  often  puzzled.  But  today,  I  am 
grateful  to  you  for  the  excellent  article  by 
Mr.  Harvey  N.  Chinn  on  “Homosexuality 
and  the  Bible.” 

His  concise,  authoritative  article 
condemns  homosexuality  for  what  it  is, 
sin! 

I  wish  every  member  of  the  General 
Conference  of  1976  could  have  a  copy  of 
this  article.  It  clears  the  air  in  a  very 
refreshing  way.  And  if  I  read  the  Bible 
correctly,  I  understand  we  are  to  hate  sin 
—  but  love  and  lead  the  sinner  to 
redemption  in  Christ  —  not  establish  a 
church  for  him  or  for  other  sinners, 
murderers,  gossips,  thieves,  etc.  They 
can  come  to  the  one  the  rest  of  us  sinners 
attend. 

Mrs.  Robert  L.  Sanders 

Texarkana,  Texas 

Part  D should  be  required 
reading  for  GC  delegates 
To  the  Editor: 

In  my  opinion,  Part  II  of  Mr.  Chinn’s 
series,  “Homosexuality  and  modern 
psychiatry,”  should  be  required  reading 
of  all  delegates  to  the  1976  General 
Conference.  I  have  worked  with  hun¬ 
dreds  of  homosexuals  in  the  last  40  years 
as  a  counselor  and  pastor.  Most  of  them 
follow  a  pattern,  the  pattern  described  by 
Harvey  N.  Chinn’s  article. 

Some  have  been  “cured,”  some  have 
been  helped,  and  some  remained 
miserably  involved  in  homosexuality.  I 
have  not  known  an  in-depth  homosexual 
who  was  happy.  The  successful  help  that 
I  have  been  involved  in  usually  included 
the  following  three  elements: 

(1)  The  person  involved  was  suf¬ 
ficiently  unhappy  that  he  was  willing  to 
lay  bare  his  total  life  in  order  to  get  help. 

(2)  A  genuine  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
person  involved  that  he  is  accepted  by 
and  involved  in  the  redeeming  love  of 
Christ. 

(3)  There  was  established  some  kind  of 
wholesome,  social  relationship.  In  the 
really  successful  one,  this  ultimately 
involved  marriage. 

One  of  the  great  evils  of  homosexuality 
is  that  it  deviates  into  other  ab¬ 
normalities.  On  Mother’s  Day  our  sanc¬ 
tuary  was  almost  destroyed  by  an  ar¬ 
sonist.  The  detective  involved  in  the 
investigation  said  that  he  had  never 
found  an  arsonist  yet  who  was  not  a 
homosexual.  When  the  man  who  set  fire 
to  our  church  was  first  detected,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  there  was  no  evidence  that 
there  was  any  homosexuality  involved. 
Months  later  a  young  man  came  to  me 
for  counseling.  He  openly  acknowledged 
that  he  and  others  had  been  sexually 
involved  with  the  arsonist.  This  leads  me 
to  the  conclusion  that  without  condoning 
or  approving  this  maladjusted  practice, 
we  as  a  people  need  to  understand  and 
deal  in  a  redeeming  way  with  the 
malady. 

Hayden  S.  Sears 

Mesa,  Arizona 

Accept  people  as  Jesus  did 

To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodists  can  accept 
homosexuals  into  full  participation  in  the 
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ministry  of  the  church  if,  and  only  if, 
United  Methodists  are  Christians.  Christ 
loves  gays  as  much  as  He  loves  straights. 
Saint  Paul  probably  would  not  love  and 
accept  gays,  but  Jesus  Christ  would.  Our 
savior  is  Jesus,  not  Saint  Paul. 

If  United  Methodists  cannot  accept 
their  gay  United  Methodist  brothers, 
then  they  are  being  faithful  to  their 
homophobia,  not  to  the  Gospel. 

When  you  reject  a  gay  candidate  for 
the  ministry,  you  are  rejecting  one  for 
whom  Christ  died.  Jesus  loves  us  all, 
black  or  white,  gay  or  straight. 

Let’s  get  over  our  Judeo-Christian 
hangups  about  whether  sexuality  is  good 
or  not.  Let’s  rejoice  in  the  diversity  of  our 
sexual  orientations  and  lifestyles.  Let’s 
accept  one  another  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  with  honest-to-God 
charity  and  understanding.  Jesus  does  it. 
We  who  call  ourselves  “Christian”  can 
do  it  too. 

God  must  love  gay  people,  because  He 
sure  made  a  lot  of  them.  They’re 
everywhere.  God  have  mercy  on  us  if  we 
turn  our  backs  on  so  many  of  His  beloved 
children!  Wayde  ^  Jr 

Austin,  Texas 

Are  reprints  available? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  commend  you  on  the 
series  you  are  now  publishing  about  the 
problem  of  the  ordination  of  homosexual 
ministers.  I  would  like  to  know  if  you  plan 
to  reproduce  these  in  pamphlet  form  for 
broad  distribution.  If  this  is  not  being 
considered,  I  would  like  to  urge  you  to 
consider  it. 

If  there  is  no  possibility  of  your 
reproducing  them,  what  are  the  chances 
of  getting  permission  for  their 
reproduction  and  distribution  on  the  local 
scene?  Joe  r  Carpenter 

Springfield,  Massachusetts 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  presently  have 
reprints  of  the  series  available  at  the  rate 
of  $1.00  per  set,  or  $5.00  for  10  sets, 
postpaid.  If  the  demand  for  reprints  in 
pamphlet  fortp  is  sufficient,  we  will 
make  them  available  at  the  same  rate. 
Reprint  orders  should  be  sent  to: 
Reprints,  TM/  UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221. 

Christ  can  change  persons 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  the  article  on 
homosexuality  in  the- Feb.  21  issue  of 
TM/  UMR,  I  feel  led  to  write  some 
personal,  prayerful  comments. 

As  one  with  personal  experience  in  the 
homosexual  world,  as  well  as  the  world  of 
the  church,  I  agree  that  homosexuals 
should  be  accepted  into  the  church,  as  the 
Body  of  Christ.  The  church  today  has 
forgotten  that  its  commission  is  not 
socialism,  but  salvation.  Let  Jesus, 
through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
change  people  when  and  where  they  need 
it.  Our  command  is  to  bring  them  to  Him ! 

Thank  God,  since  being  truly  born 
again,  I  have  found  grace  and  strength  in 
Christ  to  reject  the  many  false  values, 
loneliness,  alienation,  etc.  of  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  “love”  through  homosexual 
encounters.  Nevertheless,  these  at¬ 
tributes  are  not  limited  to  homosexuals. 
They  result  in  anyone  who  turns  to  other 
than  God  for  fulfillment  in  life. 

So,  I  do  recommend  homosexuals  be 
freely  and  fully  received  into  the  Body  of 
Christ  —  and  let  us  not  forget  this  is  the 
church!  I  do  not,  however,  recommend 
receiving  homosexuality!  Let  us  recall 
Jesus  accepted  the  woman  taken  in 
adultery  without  condoning  her  sin  —  but 
also  without  condemning  her!  (John  8:3- 
11). 

The  church  dare  not  compromise  itself 
concerning  any  ot  Christ’s  directives  to 


it.  Yet,  for  the  sake  of  our  owp  con¬ 
sciences,  we  cannot  remain  huddled 
together  —  keeping  our  Saviour  to  our¬ 
selves  —as  if  He  were  a  hideous  secret  or 
privileged  rarity,  instead  of  a  joyous 
revelation  to  all.  „  , 

Robert  Lawson 
Angola,  Louisiana 

Harvey  Chinn  ’«  articles 
contain  many  exaggerations 
To  the  Editor: 

Harvey  Chinn’s  articles  on 
homosexuality  include  a  number  of 
exaggerations: 

1.  He  exaggerates  the  importance  of 
this  issue  to  the  upcoming  General 
Conference.  He  speaks  of  “fateful 
votes”  and  “gathering  storm”  and 
prospective  headlines.  This  is  a  gross 

’overstatement.  The  General  Conference 
next  year,  as  in  earlier  years,  has  more 
substantial  business  than  this. 

2.  He  exaggerates  the  amount  of  money 
that  has  been  appropriated  for 
homosexual  causes.  He  calls  it  a  “flow” 
of  money.  If  we  add  together  all  of  the 
amounts  listed,  it  totals  to  .000004%  of  the 
funds  controlled  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Much  of  this  trickle  was  to  help 
the  church  know  how  to  make  a  ministry 
to  homosexuals  effective. 

3.  He  exaggerates  the  power  and  the 
momentum  of  those  wanting  to  change 
the  Discipline  here.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  it  has  “assumed  crusade  propor¬ 
tions.” 

4.  He  exaggerates  the  percentage  of 
homosexuals  who  can  “become  fully  and 
completely  heterosexual.”  His  figure  of 
1/  3  is  not  supported  by  other  authorities 
including  those  whose  studies  he 
recommends. 

5.  Homosexuality  is  not  “universally 
condemned  in  Scripture.”  Jesus  never 
mentioned  it  at  all  and  neither  did  the 
prophets,  nor  most  of  the  other  biblical 
writers.  It  is  wrong  for  Mr.  Chinn  to 
quote  Jesus’  words,  “Go  and  sin  no 
more,”  as  if  they  were  spoken  to 
homosexuals.  It  is  wrong  for  Mr.  Chinn  to 
assume  he  knows  what  was  in  the  mind  of 
the  author  of  Jude  since. it  is  not  clear 
from  the  words  in  the  Bible.  To  use  the 
Bible  this  loosely  hardly  fits  his  own 
description  of  the  kind  of  person  to  elect 
to  General  Conference  —  “men  and 
women  of  vision  and  scriptural  in¬ 
tegrity.” 

In  addition  to  these  exaggerations,  I 
regret  that  there  is  no  evidence  in  Mr. 
Chinn’s  essays  that  he  has  ever  dealt  in  a 
pastoral  way  with  homosexuals  or  their 
families.  Has  he  been  able  to  minister 
helpfully  to  the  homosexuals  in  this 
congregation?  Has  he  been  able  to  guide 
and  counsel  some  young  or  middle-aged 
homosexual  into  a  satisfying 
heterosexual  life?  Has  he  been  able  to 
help  anxious  parents  do  those  things  that 
enabled  their  children  to  separate 
themselves  fully  from  homosexuality? 
Has  he  ever  discussed  with  a  married 
couple  the  problems  they  faced  due  to  the 
fact  that  one  of  them  was  bi-sexual?  Has 
he  ever  tried  to  help  a  homosexual  put 
himself  together  after  both  he  and  his 
psychiatrist,  after  several  years  of 
therapy,  had  agreed  that  he  could  not 
change?  I  missed  in  his  essays  the  ten¬ 
derness  and  perspective  that  come  from 
these  kinds  of  pastoral  experiences. 

The  doctors  and  ministers  I  know  who 
have  tried  to  understand  and  minister  to 
homosexuals  are  not  nearly  so  certain  as 
Mr.  Chinn  is  that  they  know  enough  to  be 
pontifical  here.  They  do  sound  as  if  they 
are  aware,  as  the  psalmist  was,  that  we 
are  "fearfully  and  wonderfully  made”; 
and  they  seem  to  be  very  trustful  of  God 
and  of  persons. 

Robert  W.  Moon 

Stockton,  California 


ENJOY  LIVING  AT  BEAUTIFUL 

Estero  Woods  Village 

A  REFRESHING  NEW  CONCEPT  FOR  YOUR 
RETIREMENT  IN  A  CHRIST  CENTERED  COMMUNITY 
FOR  AN  AFFORDABLE  HEALTHFUL 
LIFE  OF  RETIREMENT 

As  a  program  of  the  Michigan  Baptist  Foundation, 
Estero  Woods  Village  will  provide  affordable  retire¬ 
ment  (from  little  more  than  $179  per  month  for  two 
persons)  with  coJntless  features  and  fringe  bene¬ 
fits ...  including  scenic  golf  course,  nursing  and 
medical  care  advantages.  It’s  a  brand  new  retire¬ 
ment  community  emerging  about  13 
miles  south  of  the  Fort  Myers  airport 
on  US  41  in  sunny  Florida. 

Write  for  FREE  “Packet  of  Facts ” 


Estero  Woods  Village 


P.O.  Box  311,  Estero,  Florida  33928  •  Tel.  (813)  992-1141 

A  Ministry  of  Michigan  Baptist  Foundation  wholly  owned  by  American  Baptist  Churches  of  Michigan 
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GCOM  sets  historic  priorities 

World  hunger ,  ethnic  churches  become  immediate  concerns 


Bv  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA— "World  hunger”  and  the 
“crisis  of  the  ethnic  minority  churches” 
became  immediate  priorities  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  here  March  14 
by  action  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM). 

The  historic  action  marked  the  first 
time  the  three-year-old  council  has 
exercised  such  emergency  priority¬ 
setting  powers.  Prior  to  the  formation  of 
the  GCOM,  priorities  only  could  be 
designated  by  action  of  the  General 
Conference,  the  legislative  body  of 
United  Methodism  which  meets  only 
once  every  four  years. 

GCOM  was  created  by  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  1972  to  help  coordinate  and 
oversee  tne  worn  ot  the  church  between 
General  Conference  sessions.  GCOM  at 
that  time  was  given  power  to  assign  or 
change  "missional  priorities”  but  until 
now  had  not  exercised  it. 

Work  will  begin  immediately  through 
various  United  Methodist  agencies 
toward  putting  the  two  approved 
priorities  into  action  under  the  GCOM 
guidelines.  Specific  goals  and  strategies 
of  the  priorities  are  as  follows: 

WORLD  HUNGER  --  The  plan  of  action 
for  the  world  hunger  priority  is  divided 
into  three  efforts  -  short  range,  immedi¬ 
ate,  and  long  range. 

Short  range  strategies  call  for  (1.) 
local  congregations  and  general  church 
agencies  to  urge  President  Gerald  Ford 
to  authorize  immediate  massive  ship¬ 
ments  of  food  to  starving  nations;  (2.) 
United  Methodists  at  every  level  of  the 
church  to  urge  the  federal  government  to 
authorize  expansion  of  food  programs  to 
meet  the  "minimal  nutritional  needs”  of 
the  poor  in  the  United  States; 

(3.)  increased  financial  support  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  to  enabled  to  better  react  to 
overseas  hunger;  (4.)  the  church  to 
advocate  training  programs  to  teach 
responsible,  healthful  and  effective  use 
of  available  food  with  a  minimum  of 
waste; 

(5.)  the  general  church  membership  to 
institute  a  day  of  fasting  each  week  with 
each  member  donating  the  cost  of  that 
meal  to  UMCOR;  and  (6.)  expanded 
cooperation  of  United  Methodists  with 
ecumenical  agencies  fighting  hunger. 
Medium  range  strategies 

Immediate  (medium  range)  strategies 
direct  the  church  to  urge  the  federal 
government  to  establish  a  national  grain 
reserve,  isolated  from  the  marketing 
system  and  to  work  with  other  countries 
toward  the  establishing  of  similar 
'“reserves  elsewhere;  ' 

Long  rangePBtrategies  call  for: 

•  Americans  to  change  their  lifestyles 
to  bring  about  better  stewardship  of  re¬ 
sources; 

•  A  world-wide  restructuring  of  the 
producer-to-consumer  distribution  sys¬ 
tem; 

•  The  church  to  work  around  the  world 
through  educational  systems  to  encour¬ 
age  stabilization  of  population  growth 
within  food  supply  limits; 

•  The  church  to  work  around  the 
world  to  make  food  use  more  respon¬ 
sible  ; 


•  United  Methodists  to  approach  the 
problem,  where  possible,  through 
ecumenical  cooperation. 

ETHNIC  MINORITY  CHURCHES  - 
Warning  that  black,  Native  American 
(Indian),  Hispanic  and  Asian-American 
congregations  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  United  States  are  suffering 
an  immediate  crisis  in  leadership, 
leadership  training,  finances  and 
relationships  with  the  majority  church, 
the  GCOM  called  for  immediate  action  of 
the  church  toward  solving  these 
problems. 

The  GCOM  support  paper  for  the 
priority  warns  that  if  action  is  not  taken 
there  will  be  a  danger  of  the 

GCOM  asks  ‘serious  consideration’ 


denomination  losing  a  large  number  of 
its  minority  members. 

A  national  consultation 

The  GCOM  instructed  all  general 
agencies  of  the  church  immediately  to 
organize  a  national  consultation  to  draw 
up  strategies  to  combat  the  ethnic 
minority  church  crisis.  The  Board  of 
Discipleship  was  asked  to  take  charge  of 
organizing  And  coordinating  the  con¬ 
sultation. 

In  addition,  GCOM  requested  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  do 
necessary  date-gathering  to  inform  the 
consultation  of  what  is  already  being 
done  regarding  minority  congregations 


and  that  all  minority  groups  be  contacted 
by  May  1  for  input. 

Results  of  the  consultation  will  be 
presented  to  General  Conference  in  1976. 

In  addition  to  setting  the  two 
emergency  priorities,  the  GCOM  af¬ 
firmed  the  need  for  a  quadrennial  theme 
of  action  beginning  with  the  1976  General 
Conference,  but  could  not  agree  on  what 
the  specific  theme  should  be.  The  matter 
was  finally  referred  back  to  the  GCOM’s 
Section  on  Planning  and  Research  for 
more  study.  That  section  had  presented 
the  original  proposal  that  the  theme  be 
“Commitment  to  a  Christ  Who  Cares”, 
but  it  was  rejected  as  a  specific  theme  by 
the  council  after  a  lengthy  debate. 


Should  mission  board  move  west? 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA-The  United  Methodist 
Church  should  give  “serious  con¬ 
sideration”  to  moving  all  or  a  major  part 
of  its  huge  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
headquarters  from  New  York  City  to 
some  location  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  members  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
decided  here  March  14. 

The  recommendation  -  which  now 
must  be  mated  with  a  yet  to  be  made 
recommendation  from  the  church’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  and  then 
presented  to  General  Conference  in  1976  - 
-  came  following  a  two-hour  debate 
during  which  Global  Ministries  staff 
persons  spoke  out  against  the  proposal. 

The  move  of  the  Global  Ministries 
headquarters  was  the  core  recom¬ 
mendation  of  a  32-page  report  presented 
to  the  GCOM  by  a  special  joint  com¬ 
mittee  formed  by  the  GCOM  and  the 
GCFA  to  study  the  headquarters  location 
question  raised  by  the  1972  General 
Conference. 

Committee  leaders  told  the  GCOM  that 
the' recommendation  was  made  because 
general  church-wide  opinion  is  that  some 
changes  need  to  be  made  in  the  present 
locations  of  general  church  headquarters 
to  spread  them  out  more  evenly  across 
the  nation.  Presently  all  12  church 
headquarters  are  located  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River. 

The  committee  report  states  that  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  would  be  the 
most  desireable  headquarters  to  move 
for  the  following  reasons:  '  ^ " 

1.  -  Costs  of  maintaining  office 
facilities  in  New  York  City  are  generally 
greater  than  those  of  maintaining 
facilities  in  many  other  cities. 

2  --  Because  New  York  is  not  centrally 
located,  travel  expenses  are  greater  for 
staff  members  than  they  would  be  at 
some  other  locations. 

3.  -  Unlike  most  other  church 
headquarters  buildings,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  offices  in  New  York  are  leased 
and  not  owned. 

4.  -  Nearly  half  of  the  members  (not 


staff)  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
who  responded  to  a  committee  poll  said 
they  feel  New  York  is  not  a  desirable 
place  to  keep  the  headquarters. 

Global  Ministries  staff  persons  present 
questioned  the  validity  of  the  report  in  a 
number  of  areas.  They  pointed  out  that 
last  November  at  the  board’s  annual 
meeting,  board  members  over¬ 
whelmingly  voted  to  request  that  the 
headquarters  remain  in  New  York. 

They  also  pointed  out  that  because  ot 
the  denomination’s  ecumenical  ties,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  maintain  offices  in 
New  York  where  other  church 


headquarters  exist. 

On  the  emotional  side  of  the  debate, 
charges  were  made  that  the  report  had 
been  stacked  against  the  Board  of  Global 
.Ministries  and  that  committee. members 
came  from  areas  predominately  outside 
of  the  northeastern  United  States. 
Several  times  questions  were  raised  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  move  was  more  for 
anti-New  York  prejudices  than  for  pro- 
west-of-the-Mississippi  reasons. 

All  totaled,  three  substitute  motions 
were  defeated  before  the  GCOM  finally 
returned  to  the  original  motion  and 
approved  it  by  a  considerable  margin. 


United  Farm  Workers  on  the  march 


MODESTO,  Ca.  [RNS]  —  United  Farm  Workers,  some  10,000  strong,  march  in  a 
boycott  protest  here  which  culminated  at  the  E.  and  J.  Gallo  Wineries.  UFW  leader 
Cesar  Chavez  promised  workers  and  supporters  —  which  included  clergy  of  various 
faiths  —  that  the  boycott  of  Gallo  products  would  continue  until  secret  represen¬ 
tational  elections  for  the  firm’s  workers  permit  them  to  choose  between  the  UFW 
and  the  Teamsters’  union. 

While  a  number  of  church  bodies,  including  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
officially  support  the  boycott,  many  churchpersons  have  voiced  strong  opposition 
both  to  Chavez  and  to  the  boycott  technique.  religious  news  service  photo 

the  church  today 


Faith  UMC pledges 
\ first  things  first’ 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

PHOENIX,  Arlz.  —  The  people  of  Faith 
United  Methodist  Church  here  believe  in 
putting  first  things  first. 

So  for  the  eighth  consecutive  year  they 
have  paid  their  full  1975  conference 
apportionments  and  quotas  "off  the  top.” 

When  ten-year-old  Faith  Church  sent 
off  two  checks  in  late  January  —  one  for 
$10,000  in  apportionments  and  another 
for  $5,000  in  Advance  money  —  it  was 
simply  acting  out  its  belief  that  "the 
church  is  in  business  to  serve,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  Edwin 
Daniel. 

"This  is  a  symbolic  gesture,”  Mr. 
Daniel  told  TM/  UMR. 


Nor  is  pledging  a  problem,  apparently. 
In  two-and-a-half  hours  on  Sunday  af¬ 
ternoon  last  November,  99%  of  the 
congregation  pledged  $111,000,  or  an 
average  of  $600  per  family.  The  church 
consistently  over-subscribes  its  budget 
and  over-pays  its  annual  pledge. 

The  secret,  Mr.  Daniel  says,  is  a 
mission-minded  church,  "People  with  a 
high  level  of  commitment  to  outreach. 
We  tell  people  before  they  join  that  that’s 
the  kind  of  church  we  are  and  let  them 
decide  if  they  want  to  be  a  part  of  it.” 

Those  who  do  obviously  take  their 
membership  seriously.  Faith’s  record  of 
giving  has  brought  it  national  recognition 


Daniel  told  TM/  UMR  "The  first  vear  uiuuKmu  lumuimi  iwuKmuon 
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us  ahead.”  ”  recently,  a  requfest  from  Dhited 

Their  point:  if  people  are  asked  to  give 


Stay  poor  to  help  poor, 
Italian  churchman  pleads 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

AUSTIN,  Tx.  —  “It  is  easier  to  fight  for 
religious  freedom  in  the  state  than  it  is  to 
face  God’s  challenge  to  help  the  poor.” 

That  statement,  coming  from  a  man 
whose  tiny  denomination  has  fought  for 
religious  freedom  for  most  of  its  800 
years,  packs  quite  a  wallop. 

It  has  spoken  with  passionate  con¬ 
viction  last  week  by  Pastor  Aldo  Sbaffi, 
moderator  of  the  30,000-member 
Waldensian  Church  of  Italy,  who  told 
delegates  to  the  Texas  Conference  of 
Churches’  sixth  annual  assembly  that  the 
church’s  job  is  not  to  attain  power  but  to 
“engage  itself  in  the  social  problems  of 
our  time.” 

The  Waldensian  Church,  a  Protestant 
institution  which  predates  the  Refor¬ 
mation,  is  now  planning  union  with  the 
9,000-member  Methodist  Church  of  Italy 
in  1979.  Even  merged,  the  denominations 
will  represent  only  a  tiny  fraction  of  the 
Italian  populace,  which  is  98  percent 
Roman  Catholic. 

"Reconciliation  (the  theme  of  the  TCC 
assembly)  isn’t  possible  without 
justice,”  Dr.  Sbaffi  told  delegates  to  the 
ecumenical  gathering.  "You  can’t  speak 
of  God  without  speaking  of  humanity.” 

That’s  one  reason,  Dr.  Sbaffi  told 
TM/  UMR  in  a  later  interview,  that  his 
church  wants  no  part  of  the  1975  Holy 
Year  proclaimed  by  Pope  Paul. 

"We  don’t  need  a  big  Holy  Year,”  he 
said  indignantly.  "We  need  a  decision  by 
the  church  to  help  the  poor.  We  peed  to 
find  the  poverty  again  to  preach  to  the 
poor  people.  The  church  should  never 
have  power  in  the  state,  because  it  must 
be  free  to  serve." 

Helping  the  poor  is  how  the  Waldensian 
Church  began  in  1174,  when  Peter  Waldo 
of  Lyons,  France,  started  preaching 
from  an  open  Bible  and  turned  to  a  life  of 
poverty  to  protest  the  wealth  of  the 
clergy  of  his  time. 

And  helping  the  poor  is  still  what  the 
Waldensian  Church  is  all  about,  its 
moderator  says.  The  denomination  is 
well-known  for  its  service  among  Italian 
seasonal  laborers,  refugees,  orphans  and 
the  aged. 

With  a  history  of  persecution  which 
drove  them  from  France  to  the  Italian 
Alps  where  they  also  experienced  per- 


off  the  top  of  their  income  to  the  church, 
then  the  church  ought  to  give  off  the  top 
of  its  income  to  reach  out  to  the  world. 

Furthermore,  the  Phoenix  congrega¬ 
tion  wishes  the  Southern  California-Ari- 
zona  Conference  would  pay  its  general 
apportionments  the  same  way,  instead  of 
pro-rating  them  according  to  receipts, 
says  an  article  about  Faith  UMC^in  a 
recent  edition  of  “Circuit  West,”  a 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

Faith  Church’s  benevolences  do  not 
end  with  their  January  giving.  Mr. 
Daniel  estimates  the  church  will  spend 
an  additional  $67,000  this  year  in  mission 
projects  for  its  Indian  and  urban 
ministries.  Furthermore,  he  says, 
probably  eighty  percent  of  the  400 
members  are  involved  in  one  or  bore 
mission  projects. 


"recently,  a  requfest  from  Dhited 
Methodist  Communications  to  film  the 
story  behind  the  church. 


Pastor  Aldo  Sbaffi 

secution,  the  Waldensians  finally  found 
relative  freedom  in  Italy  under  the  Edict 
of  Emancipation  in  1848,  which  allowed 
faiths  other  than  Roman  Catholicism  to 
exist  there. 

How  does  the  Waldensian  Church  in 
1975  relate  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church?  That  depends. 

“On  a  grass  roots  level,  we  work 
together  to  help  the  poor  and  oppressed," 
Dr.  Sbaffi  said.  "But  at  the  official  curia 
level,  we  cannot  join  together.” 

Actually,  Dr.  Sbaffi  attaches  no  great 
significance  to  the  divisions  of 
denomination  and  political  party  that  he 
says  Americans  seem  so  concerned 
about.  "Methodists,  Presbyterians, 
Marxists,  Social  Democrats,  Com¬ 
munists  —  so?”  he  shrugs.  “We  are 
Protestants  —  the  church  with  a  mission 
to  serve.” 

Thus  the  upcoming  union  of  Walden¬ 
sians  and  Methodists  will  be  no  great 
problem,  Dr.  Sbaffi  predicts.  In  fact,  his 
own  brother  is  currently  president  of  the 
Italian  Methodist  Church.  Both  men  have 
been  active  in  union  negotiations. 

Dr.  Sbaffi  is  on  a  six-week  tour  of  the 
United  States,  celebrating  his  church’s 
800th  anniversary.  His  tour  is  sponsored 
by  the  American  Waldensian  Aid  Society, 
a  70-year-old  group  which  raises  funds 
for  Waldensian  mission  work  in  Italy. 


Wesley  Chapel 
fund  drive 
falling  short 

LONDON  (RNS)  —  Wesley’s 
Chapel,  the  "Mother  Church  of 
Methodism”  in  the  heart  of  London 
for  which  a  $1.1  million  restoration 
appeal  was  launched  last  year,  is 
now  in  real  danger  for  the  cam¬ 
paign  is  nowhere  near  its  goal. 

The  Methodist  Recorder,  the 
church’s  leading  independent 
organ,  said,  "The  position  is  that 
about  $520,000  has  been  raised  in 
all.  Of  this,  about  $162,000  has  come 
from  America.” 

The  chapel,  in  City  Road,  was 
closed  in  1972  —  presumably  for 
three  years  —  following  a  fall  of 
coping  stone  from  the  roof  and 
because  of  the  danger  to  wor¬ 
shippers.  Experts  then  found 
considerable  evidence  of  weakness 
in  the  chapel  —  woodworm  and 
extensive  dry  rot  in  the  Chapel 
gallery  beams,  bowing  walls  and 
sinking  foundations. 


Women  study 
male  control 
of  conferences 

ERLANGER,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  One 
hundred  United  Methodist  women  met 
here  to  learn  how  men  control  church 
conferences  and  to  speed  the  process  of 
ending  that  control. 

The  gathering  at  Marydale  Center  was 
the  first  of  a  series  of  political  training 
workshops  aimed  at  equalizing  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  men  and  women  in  the  10 
million-member  denomination. 

Sponsoring  the  workshops  are  the 
Church  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  United  Methodist 
Women  and  an  unofficial  Women’s 
Caucus.  ri, 

."Women  are  ‘well-schooled’  by  their 
groups  to  understand  issues  in  church 
and  society  but  are  denied  experiences 
required  to  affect  general  church 
policies,”  according  to  Ms.  Nan  Self,  co¬ 
director  of  the  women’s  commission. 

At  the  1972  United  Methodist 
quadrennial  General  Conference,  a 
legislating  session,  only  13  per  cent  of  the 
delegates  were  women  although  a  major¬ 
ity  of  the  church’s  members  are  women. 

In  addition  to  more  general  conference 
delegates,  organizers  of  the  meeting  said 
they  want  a  larger  share  of  annual 
(regional)  conference  delegations, 
permanent  status  for  the  women’s 
commission,  authorized  in  1972  for  four 
years,  and  more  attention  to  links  be¬ 
tween  racism  and  sexism. 

One  day  at  the  workshop  was  spent  in  a 
simulated  conference  with  Ms.  Doris 
Handy  playing  "bishop”  and  the  other 
participants  taking  special  roles  to  make 
the  situation  as  real  as  possible. 

The  women,  said  Ms.  Self,  showed 
"considerably  more  intelligent  strug¬ 
gling  with  issues”  than  she  has  seen  at 
male-dominated  meetings. 


Persons  oppose 
ordination  of  homosexuals 

NEW  YORK  —  President-elect  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  W. 
Ralph  Ward,  Jr.,  issued  here  a  statement 
to  the  district  superintendents  of  the  New 
York  and  Troy  conferences  which  said  in 
part  that  he  sees  “there  is  no  possibility 
that  General  Conference  will  open  the 
door  to  the  homosexual  person  who  seeks 
ordination  for  ministry.” 

Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid  and  his 
cabinet  in  the  Florida  conference  also 
released  a  statement  there  opposing  the 
ordination  of  homosexuals  as  ministers. 
"We  do  not  think  that  practicing 
homosexual  persons  would  be  generally 
acceptable  as  pastors  or  associate 
pastors  to  children,  youth  and  adults  in 
our  local  churches,  nor  do  we  believe 
they  should  be,”  the  statement  said. 

The  Board  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  conference  recently 
denied  an  admitted  homosexual’s  re¬ 
quest  for  reinstatement  as  a  clergyman. 
•F,.  Eugene  Leggett  was  suspended  by  the 
conference  in  1971  after  he  publicly 
announced  his  homosexual  orientation. 

Leaders  oppose  military  aid 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— President  Ford’s 
request  for  supplemental  military  funds 
for  Cambodia  and  Vietnam  was  opposed 
here  in  a  statement  signed  by  some  two 
dozen  national  religious  leaders. 

"To  prolong  this  brutal  war  even  for  a 
few  months  is  not  a  moral  posture  of 
which  our  nation  can  be  proud,”  the 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish 
officials  said. 

Among  the  signers  were  United 
Methodists  Bishop  Paul  Washburn  of 
Chicago,  president  of  the  church’s  Board 
of  Global  Ministries;  Dr.  Tracey  K. 
Jones,  general  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  Wallace  Collett  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
Sister  Mary  Luke  Tobin  of  Church 
Women  United,  Mia  Adjali,  head  of  the 
United  Methodist  United  Nations’  office, 
and  Peggy  Billings,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  Women’s  Division. 
Media  system  adds  six 
U.M.  conferences 

DALLAS  —  Six  annual  conferences 
have  adopted  Church  Resource  Systems 
(CRS)  joining  the  original  seven  annual 
conferences  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
who  own  CRS  and  operate  it  through  the 
Media  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  based  here. 

CRS  is  a  one  year  old  resource  system 
that  provides  local  churches  in  member 
annual  conferences  with  tested, 
recommended  instructional  media 
equipment  by  mail  at  a  discount  price. 

The  six  new  conferences  with  CRS 
membership  are:  Baltimore,  Kansas 
West,  Louisiana,  Nebraska,  Oklahoma, 
and  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary. 


NEEDING  PEWS? 


Send  for  Complete  Details 
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Norman  E.  Dewire  elected 
GCOM  general  secretary 


ATLANTA— Norman  E.  Dewire,  39, 
was  elected  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  during  the  council’s 
annual  meeting  here  March  12-16. 

Mr.  Dewire,  whose  selection  by  the 
GCOM  nominating  committee  was  an¬ 
nounced  several  weeks  ago,  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  general  GCOM  mem¬ 
bership  on  a  vote  of  89  approvals,  thre^ 
rejections  and  three  abstentions. 

He  will  begin  duties  in  July  upon  th^ 
retirement  of  Dr.  Paul  V.  Church  as 
general  secretary.  Dr.  Church  will 
continue  in  an  advisory  capacity  on  the 
GCOM  staff  through  the  1976  General 
Conference. 


Hearing  Loss  is  not 
a  Sign  of  Old  Age 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of 
special  interest  to  those  who 
hear  but  do  not  understand 
words  has  been  announced  by 
Beltone.  A  non-operating  mod¬ 
el  of  the  smallest  Beltone  aid 
ever  made  will  be  given  abso¬ 
lutely  free  to  anyone  request¬ 
ing  it. 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model  to  see  how  tiny  hearing 
help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to  keep, 
free.  The  actual  aid  weighs  less 
than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and 
it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit. 
No  wires  lead  from  body  to 
head. 

These  models  are  free,  so 
write  for  yours  now.  Thousands 
have  already  been  mailed,  so 
write  today  to  Dept  4401,  Bel¬ 
tone  Electronics  Corp.,  4201 
W.  Victoria  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


Publications  future  questioned 

ATLANTA— The  editorial  director  of 
United  Methodism’s  general  church 
publications  told  members  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  meeting 
here  March  12-16  that  declining  cir¬ 
culation  and  increasing  costs  in 
publishing  such  periodicals  as  “United 
Methodists  Today”  have  made  further 
efforts  at  providing  such  publications 
questionable. 

Speaking  specifically  of  “United 
Methodists  Today”,  the  church’s  family- 
oriented  magazine,  and  of  other  pub¬ 
lications  in  general,  Roger  Burgess, 
editorial  director,  asked,  “In  view  of  the 
hunger  and  poverty  these  days,  can  the 
church  afford  to  spend  so  much  on 
general  periodicals?” 

Long  in  financial  trouble,  "United 
Methodists  Today”  and  its  predecessor 
“Together”  have  cost  the  church 
$6,260,000  over  the  past  18  years,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Burgess. 

New  Sunday  on  U.M.  calendar 

ATLANTA — A  special  “Heritage 
Sunday"  will  be  included  on  United 
Methodist  calendars  for  the  first  Sunday 
prior  to  May  25  each  year,  according  to 
action  taken  here  March  15  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM). 

The  special  Sunday  will  join  five  other 
such  days  observed  "without  offering" 
each  year  by  United  Methodist  Churches. 
Six  other  Sundays  are  designated  as 
special  observance  days  “with  of¬ 
ferings"  collected  for  the  causes  they 
represent. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
Invites  You  On  A 
Holy  Land  Cruise! 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

The  luxurious  ship  will  be  your 
home  for  the  entire  trip.  No  frantic 
packing  and  unpacking.  Each 
stateroom  has  a  private  bath  and 
telephone,  and  the  food  is  bountiful 
and  delicious.  The  trip  is  from 
Houston  to  Houston,  by  chartered 
airplane.  We  will  visit  Rome. 
Naples,  Ephesus.  Patmos.  Rhodes. 
The  Holy  Land.  Baalbek, 
Damascus.  Beirut.  Egypt,  the 
Pyramids.  Athens  and  Corinth. 
Air-conditioned  buses  and  com¬ 
petent  guides  will  meet  our  ship  at 
every  stop.  Dr.  William  B.  Tolar, 
outstanding  Bible  historian,  will  be 
with  us  for  daily  lectures  about  the 
places  we  will  visit.  You  will  be 
with  lovely  and  friendly  people.  Dr. 
David  Meier,  who  is  directing  the 
tour,  said  last  week,  "I  have  just 
returned  from  a  three  day  visit 
with  our  state  department  of¬ 
ficials,  and  they  assure  me  that  it 
is  now  safer  to  go  to  the  Middle 
East  than  it  has  been  in  the  past  25 
years.” 

The  dates  are  July  29  -  August  12. 

The  cost  is  from  $1399. 

For  information  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
First  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street 
Houston,  Texas  77002 


RODNEY  WILLIAMS 
"I  do  not  believe  the  church  is  ready  to 
minister  to  the  community  college  .  . 
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PAUL  MURPHY 

"If  there’s  a  future  for  campus 
ministry,  it  will  be  selling  people  on  the 
validity  of  interaction  between  the  two 


SAMUEL  KIRK 
"There  are  at  least  six  ways  a  local 
church  can  interact  with  a  community 
college  ...” 
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Church  faces  community  college 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

DENVER  —  Remember  the  teenage 
boy  on  his  first  date,  standing  on  the  front 
porch  stammering,  blushing  and  finally 
kissing  his  girl,  and  then  running  away 
because  he  didn’t  know  how  to  handle  his 
emotions? 

That’s  about  the  way  some  persons 
believe  the  church  feels  as  it  faces  the 
increasing  number  of  community 
colleges  springing  up  in  cities  across  the 
land.  The  church  doesn’t  know  how  to 
minister  to  them. 

And  some  believe  the  church  is  afraid 
of  them. 

In  an  attempt  to  meet  that  issue  head- 
on,  the  Colorado  Commission/  United 
Ministries  in  Higher  Education 
(CC/  UMHE)  met  here  last  month  in  a 
consultation  designed  to  zero  in  on  the 
church  and  the  community  college.  The 
ecumenical  agency  supervises  campus 
ministry  in  the  state  on  behalf  of  five 
denominations:  United  Methodist, 
United  Presbyterian,  United  Church  of 
Christ,  American  Baptist  and  Disciples 
of  Christ. 

The  consultation  heard  leaders  insist 
that  the  community  college  presents  a 
different  challenge  to  the  church  than  the 
familiar  four-year  university.  These 
colleges  —  geared  less  to  the  usual 
academic  degree  program  and  more 
toward  short-term  technical,  social  and 
civic  goals  —  are  the  fastest  growing 
segment  of  public  higher  education. 

In  a  “lover’s  quarrel"  approach,  Mr. 
Rodney  Williams  who  is  both  a  com¬ 
munity  college  administrator  and  an 
active  United  Methodist  layperson,  told 
the  consultation  he  "did  not  believe  the 
cfc^rch  is  ready  to  minister  to  community 
colleges. 

"I  regret  to  say  that  in  my  21  years  of 
experience,”  he  said,  "the  church,  until 
just  recently,  has  made  little  effort  to 
understand  what  a  community  college  is 
or  what  it  is  trying  to  do.  The  church 
seems  afraid  of  it.” 

Asked  later  to  explain  why,  Mr. 
Williams  told  TM/  UMR  that  local 
churches  often  seem  to  think  the  com¬ 
munity  college  is  “invading  their 
territory  or  offering  programs  that  may 
compete." 

"I  love  the  church,”  he  continued,  "but 


"Con / Be 
'Your' Child?" 


Ha  Soat  Hung  lives  in  Sarawak 
and  may  never  get  to  see  the 
person  who  agrees  to  sponsor  her. 
But  love  can  travel  back  and  forth 
across  the  miles,  don’t  you  think? 
This  little  eight-year-old  girl’s  eyes 
seem  hungering  for  affection.  She 
is  living  in  our  Children’s  Home 
and  we  need  a  sponsor  for  her. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Soat  Hung  or  some 
other  child  in  one  of  our  or¬ 
phanages  in  Sarawak,  India,  or 
Korea  will  bring  a  blessing  to  a 
family,  an  individual,  a  youth 
group,  or  a  Sunday  School  class. 
The  need  is  especially  critical  right 
now  in  INDIA  where  thousands  are 
starving.  We  will  send  you  full 
information  on  "your"  child,  and 
ycu  may  write  him  if  you  wish.  No 
contracts  are  necessary.  The  cost 
is  still  just  $10  a  month.  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC.  is  approved  by 
the  U.  S.  government  so  that 
payments  are  tax  deductible. 
Investing  in  a  child  is  Investing  in 
eternitv'. 


Name 

Street 

City 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a 
child  where  need  is 

greatest - 

I  prefer  a  child  in 


Enclosed  is  payment 

for  first  month _ 

Full  Year - : - 


State  and  Zip 


WRITE  TO:  Rev  &  Mrs.  Albert 
E.  Purvlance.  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC.,  Box  626, 
Cheyenne.  Wyoming  82001. 


I  believe  it  is  too  content  to  remain  within 
its  four  walls  and  it  is  too  geared  for 
Sunday  worship  and  Church  School.  Most 
local  churches ‘are  unwilling  and  usually 
unable  to  meet  community  needs. 

"But  that’s  the  role  of  a  community 
college,"  he  said.  "If  church  people 
would  only  realize  that  we  are  allies.  It’s 
at  this  tery  point  of  services  to  people 
that  we  could  join  forces  for  an  effective 
ministry.” 

Mr.  Williams,  vice-president  of  Rocky 
Mountain  Community  College,  Glenwood 
Springs,  lamented  that  the  church’s 
concern  —  when  it  has  responded  —  is 
focused  on  community  college  in  the 
urban  area.  "The  non-metropolitan, 
rural  area  has  not  received  enough  at¬ 
tention.  There  are  needs  out  there,  too,” 
he  said. 

Urban  minister  agrees 

An  urban  minister,  Rev.  Paul  Murphy, 
agreed  that  the  church  has  not  yet  caught 
the  vision  of  ministry  possible  with 
community  colleges.  A  United  Methodist 
employed  by  CC/  UMHE  to  relate  to 
community  colleges  in  the  Denver  area, 
Mr.  Murphy  expressed  disappointment 
to  TM/  UMR  that  so  few  persons  in  local 
churches  grasp  the  potential  inter¬ 
relatedness  of  die  two  institutions. 

“I’m  not  pessimistic  about  the  church 
in  general,”  he  said,  “but  it’s  rough  to 
find  people  who  express  any  interest  in 
supporting  this  kind  of  ministry.” 

Asked  why  that  is  so,  Mr.  Murphy 
offered  two  reasons. 

“Student  ministry  has  changed  in  most 
schools  during  the  last  decade,”  he 
suggested,  "and  it  is  certainly  different 
in  a  community  college.  Our  typical 
student  is  a  town  resident,  older,  has 
dependents  and  70  per  qent  of  them  work, 
The  student  is  integrated  into  the  com¬ 
munity  and  that’s  where  his  interests  lie. 
The  style  of  traditional  campus  ministry 
won’t  touch  him.” 

Mr.  Murphy  also  blamed  the  church’s 
lack  of  support  on  the  mobility  necessary 
to  minister  to  this  type  of  student. 
Emphasis  cannot  be  centered  in  a 
student  center  building,  he  said.  "We 
must  meet  him  directly  where  his  needs 
are  in  the  community:  health  care, 
housing,  day  care  centers  for  children, 
and  issues  which  demand  political  and 
civic  response. 


“My  guess  is,”  he  predicted,  "if  there’s 
a  future  for  Wesley  Foundation  it  will 
revolve  around  selling  people  on  the 
validity  of  interaction  between  the 
church  and  the  community  college.  Each 
has  expertise  to  share  and  we  need  that 
alliance  to  serve  all  the  needs  of  per¬ 
sons.” 

Local  church  interaction 

Can  such  interaction  develop? 

"Yes,”  says  Rev.  Samuel  Kirk,  United 
Methodist  minister  who  serves  as 
regional  secretary  for  the  national 
UMHE.  “There  are  at  least  six  ways: 

“1)  The  local  church  can  become  a 
bridge  in  dialogue  between  the  com¬ 
munity  college  and  the  town,  helping 
each  to  understand  and  support  the  aims 
of  the  other. 

“2)  The  community  college  can 
become  a  specific  resource  to  the  church 
by  training  its  leaders  and  Church  school 
teachers  as  well  as  offering  assistance 
with  special  projects,  ministries  and 
programs  the  church  may  undertake. 

“3)  The  church  may  offer  to  the  college 
its  facilities  for  classrooms  and 
meetings.  It  also  may  offer  its  ex¬ 
perienced  and  trained  clergy  and  laity 
for  supplemental  counseling  and 
teaching  courses  in  value  clarification, 
family  life  and  Bible. 

“4)  The  church  may  join  with  the 
community  college  to  solve  specific 
community  problems  which  lie  outside 
the  role  of  both  institutions  yet  meet 
human  needs. 

“5)  Pastors  and  laypersons  can  begin . 
to  interpret  this  ministry  of  interaction  to 
members  of  the  congregation  and 
identify  persons  who  show  concern. 

“6)  Church  members  can  support  the 
community  college  by  working  for 
adecjty&te  budgeting  and  in  civic 
discussions  of  its  goals.” 

Ms.  Carol  Taylor,  a  Disciple  of  Christ 
member  who  serves  part-time  as 
CC/  UMHE  administrative  coordinator, 
told  TM/  UMR  that  the  25-member 
commission  was  shifting  to  locally  based 
"mission  support”  groups  of  interested 
persons  to  implement  campus  ministry. 

"Although  we  cannot  afford  a  $10,000 
salaried  person  plus  a  $10,000  program  at 
each  college,  we  are  committed  to  find¬ 
ing  a  way  to  keep  campus  ministry 
alive,”  she  said. 


Catholic  priest  offers 
good  word  for  youth 


ST.  PETERSBURG,  Fla.  (RNS)  —  A 
Roman  Catholic  priest  who  specializes  in 
working  with  young  people  said  that 
youth  today  are  no  longer  concerned  with 
radical  social  change,  but  are  seeking  to 
associate  with  “The  Establishment,” 
with  law  and  order  —  a  position  their 
prototypes  of  the  1960s  rejected. 

And  he  urged  society  to  look  upon 
young  people  as  a  viable  part  of  the  social 
structure,  "not  peripheral,  not  ex¬ 
traneous,  not  superfluous,  but  essential, 
real  and  dominant,”  a  view  that  he  sees 
necessary  to  the  solution  of  modern 
social  problems. 

Father  Patrick  O’Neill,  O.S.A.,  newly- 
appointed  director  of  the  U.  S.  Catholic 
Conference’s  Department  of  Campus  and 
Young  Adult  Ministry,  said  the  major 
question  confronting  youth  today  is  not 
"changing  values”  but  how  to  show 
society  where  it  has  failed  "to  implement 
in  policy  those  values  which  it  so  rightly 
has  preached  as  essential  to  human 
growth,  peace  and  progress.” 

He  told  Religious  News  Service  in  an 
interview  here  that  social  action,  op¬ 
position  to  the  Vietnam  war  and  criticism 
of  the  older  generation  are  “no  longer 
part  and  parcel  of  the  young  adult’s 
private  and  public  expression  ...” 

The  young  adult,  said  the  Augustinian 
priest  who  was  director  of  campus 
ministry  for  the  Orlando,  Fla.,  diocese,  is 
more  concerned  with  his  or  her  own  place 
in  society  and  with  "making  good.” 

Interviewed  during  the  eighth  annual 
convocation  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Priests’  Councils  here,  during  which  he 
addressed  the  200  delegates,  Father 
O’Neill  said  that  for  better  or  worse 
young  adults  have  forsaken  the  "save  the 
world”  philosophy  for  the  “take  care  of 
yourself”  value  —  but  not  entirely  in  a 
selfish  sense. 

Taking  care  of  one's  self,  he  observed, 
is  seen  today  as  a  requirement  for  social 
justice,  "or  at  least  as  a  necessary  first 
step  to  making  one’s  self  effective  in 
changing  a  society  which  is  all  too  often 
conscious  only  of  self-preservation  and 
the  entrenchment  of  the  status  quo.” 

Father  O’Neill  said  that  during  his  six 
years  as  director  of  campus  ministry  in 
the  Orlando  area  he  had  witnessed  a 
complete  shift  in  the  expression  of  young 
adult  social  consciousness. 


"On  the  one  hand,  during  the  early 
1970’s,”  he  noted,  “we  found  college-age 
people  reacting  to  society  in  a  somewhat 
adolescent  but  wholesome  manner.  The 
‘streaking’  phenomenon  exemplifies  this 
very  well.  With  the  streaking,  the  youths 
were  saying,  in  effect,  ‘this  is  how 
ridiculous  you  look.’  ” 

Terming  such  activity  "healthier” 
than  the  violence  of  the  1960’s,  which 
included  such  events  as  Kent  State,  the 
priest  said  that  today’s  response  by  youth 
is  both  "heartening  and  frightening.” 

It  is  heartening,  he  said,  “in  that 
youths  are  attempting  to  use  the  struc¬ 
ture  ...  to  find  their  place  in  society.  It 
is  frightening  in  that  they,  in  attempting 
to  become  part  of  the  system,  may 
render  themselves  ineffective  as  change 
agents  .  .  .” 

Acknowledging  that  young  people 
"must  appreciate  the  wisdom  of  their 
elders”  and  build  upon  their  experience, 
he  said  that  if  "we  are  to  progress  as  a 
society  and  .  .  .  continue  to  influence  the 
world  toward  justice  and  charity  ...  we 
must  be  open  to  the  voice  of  youth  ...” 

The  priest  said  it  is  the  young  who, 
through  affirming  or  rejecting  our  in¬ 
stitutional  values,  challenge  the  world  to 
greater  growth  in  love. 

At  the  same  time,  Father  O’Neill  ob¬ 
served,  "we,  the  older  adults,  must  be 
constantly  witnessing  to  those  Christian 
values,  which  have  sustained  us,  even 
though  we  have  sometimes  failed 
miserably  in  translating  those  values 
into  law,  custom,  and  tradition  in  this 
country.” 

“We  must  begin  to  look  upon  youth  as  a 
part  of  our  society.  For  too  long  we  have 
considered  them  (and  older  citizens)  as 
the  ‘freaks’  of  society,  these  people  who 
pose  problems  and  challenge  from  the 
‘outside’.  Once  we  realize  that .  .  .  young 
adults  (which  constitute  35  per  cent  of 
today’s  U.S.  population)  are  not 
peripheral,  not  extraneous,  not  super¬ 
fluous,  but  essential,  we  are  wlel  on  our 
way  to  solving  modern  social  problems.” 

He  declared  that  the  "stereotype 
society”  of  the  middle  class  and  middle 
aged  is  the  greatest  stumbling  block  to 
equality  and  justice. 


JCC  makes  changes 

TKa  Tnint  Paw.  tKrnn  frtrm  A»*  l.nUn  ■  T  - 1  Hf  _ 1 1  _  *  „  «■  ...... 


ATLANTA  (UMC)  -  The  Joint  Com 
mittee  on  Communications,  —  the  um¬ 
brella-like  body  which  governs  all  the 
media  divisions  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  —  reduced  its  divisions 
from  four  to  three,  established  a  new 
Office  of  CLmmunications,  Education 
and  Field  Service,  and  made  several 
staff  changes  during  its  semi-annual 
meeting  here  March  11-12. 

Elected  associate  executive  secretary 
of  the  Division  of  Public  Media  was 
Nelson  Price,  New  Y’ork  Oity.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  Dr.  Arthur  West,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
who  is  retiring  after  more  than  30  years 
of  service  in  church-related  com¬ 
munications  work. 

The  30-member  Joint  Committee 
(JCC)  also  endorsed  the  appointment  of 
Ms.  Martha  Man  of  New  York  as 
assistant  executive  secretary  of  the 
Public  Media  Division  and  Dr.  Gene  W. 
Carter  as  assistant  executive  secretary 
of  the  new  Communications  Education 
office.  The  election  and  appointment  of 
Mr.  Price  and  Ms.  Man  is  effective  June 
1.  Dr.  Carter’s  appointment  is  effective 
immediately. 

A  “Celebration  of  the  Ministry  of 
Arthur  and  Vera  West”  was  held  during 
the  meeting  at  which  time  the  JCC  an¬ 
nounced  the  establishment  of  annual 
“Arthur  West  Awards”  for  excellence  in 
writing  news  about  religion.  (See  story 
elsewhere  on  this  page.) 

The  JCC  was  formed  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  bringing  together 


three  former  units:  United  Methodist 
Information,  TRAFCO,  and  the  Division 
of  Interpretation.  Top  staff  executive  is 
Dr.  Curtis  Chambers.  President  of  the 
governing  group  is  Thomas  E.  Moore,  a 
radio  executive  from  Bucyrus,  Ohio. 
Associate  executive  secretary  of  the 
Division  of  Production  and  Distribution 
is  the  Rev.  James  C.  Campbell,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  associate  executive 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  Program  and 
Benevolence  Interpretation  is  Dr. 
Howard  Greenwalt. 

One  third  of  the  JCC  members  are 
from  the  membership  of  the  General 


Council  on  Ministries  and  one  third  from 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  Another  third  are 
elected  at  large. 

Ms.  Man,  former  religion  editor  for  the 
“Dallas  Times  Herald”,  joined  the  UMC 
staff  ip  January,  1974,  as  director  of  the 
New  York  news  office.  She  will  continue 
that  function  in  addition  to  other  division¬ 
wide  responsibilities. 

The  headquarters  for  the  Division  of 
Public  Media  will  be  moved  in  June  from 
Dayton  to  New  York  where  both  Mr. 
Price  and  Ms.  Man  are  located. 


Awards  announced -- 
religion  news 


ATLANTA  (UMC)  —  New  prizes  for 
excellence  in  writing  news  about  religion 
—  the  Arthur  West  Awards  —  were  an¬ 
nounced  here  March  11. 

The  awards  will  be  given  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  whose 
governing  board,  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications,  met  here  to  honor  Dr. 
West  upon  his  retirement  June  1  after  30 
years  with  church  communications.  The 
announcement  was  made  by  Thomas  E. 
Moore,  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  president  of  JCC, 
and  Dr.  Curtis  Chambers,  executive 
secretary. 


The  West  Awards  will  be  given  in  two 


U.M. youth:  Operation  ‘Starve  In’ 


VERNON,  Tx.  —  Tempted  with  a  sweet  roll  and  taunted  by  fellow  "starvers,” 
Jackson  Jordan,  a  member  of  First  UMC’s  youth  department  here  nonetheless 
braved  it  out  through  a  recent  24-hour  "starve-in”  which  raised  more  than  $500  for 
the  church’s  Youth  Service  Fund.  Twenty-three  youth  and  three  adults  participated. 
They  were  sponsored  by  congregation  members  who  pledged  a  specified  amount  of 
money  for  every  hour,  up  to  24,  that  a  "starver”  could  go  without  food. 

.L...  .  ...is  Photo  Courtesy  of  Northwest  Texas  Conference 

Ministry  commission  votes 
U.M.  seminaries  not  merge 

Commission  members  voted  to  give  lay 
pastors  (to  be  renamed  local  pastors)  the 
right  to  serve  communion  but  turned 
down  a  proposal  to  extend  them  a  seat 
and  vote  in  the  annual  conference.  The 
need  of  persons  in  small,  rural  parishes 
for  the  sacrament  was  given  as  the 
reason  for  the  Commission’s  decision  to 
offer  this  new  recommendation  to  the 
1976  General  Conference. 


LaGRANGE  PARK,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  All 
of  United  Methodism’s  13  remaining 
seminaries  should  Be  allowed  to  continue 
operations.  A  unanimous  vote  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Commission  to  Study  the 
Ministry  meeting  here  March  10-11  thus 
turned  back  a  strong  recommendation 
from  the  1972  General  Conference  that 
the  denomination’s  theological  schools  be 
cut  from  14  to  11. 

A  subcommittee  chaired  by  Dr.  Paul  A. 
Duffey,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  concluded 
that  a  merger  of  the  two  schools  in  Ohio 
and  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
institutions  on  the  eastern  seaboard  from 
four  to  three  is  not  wise  at  the  present 
time. 

The  merger  of  Evangelical  and  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  on  the  Evanston, 
Ill.,  campus  was  completed  last  fall. 

In  adopting  the  recommendations  of 
the  subcommittee,  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  went  on  record  favoring  the 
development  of  criteria  for  evaluation  of 
the  seminaries  and  consequent  distribu¬ 
tion  of  Ministerial  Education  Funds. 
They  also  recommended  "continued 
close  attention”  to  the  possible  eventual 
mergers  of  Gammon  and  Candler  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  Methodist  and  United 
in  Ohio. 

The  Commission,  which  must  report  to 
the  1976  General  Conference  on  a  wide 
range  of  issues  related  to  the  ministry, 
adopted  tentative  proposals  related  to 
special  appointments,  sabbatical  leaves 
for  ministers,  sacramental  rights  for  lay 
pastors  and  restrictions  in  the  use  of 
Ministerial  Edcuation  Funds. 

A  full  report,  which  also  will  include 
statements  now  under  preparation  on  the 
General  Ministry,  the  meaning  of  ordina¬ 
tion  and  conference  membership,  is 
expected  to  clear  the  body  at  its  final 
meeting  next  fall. 

At  that  time  the  Commission  will 
review  a  proposal  for  a  permanent 
Diaconate,  which  would  provide  an 
organization  for  church  professionals 
such  as  deaconesses,  home  missionaries, 
lay  workers  and  possibly  ministers  in 
and  to  society. 

Categories  for  special  appointments 
and  lines  of  accountability  were  spelled 
out  in  a  paper  adopted  by  the  Comission. 
Traditional  categories  were  reaffirmed, 
including  annual  conference  and  general 
agency  staff,  faculty  and  administration 
of  seminaries  and  United  Methodist- 
related  schools,  chaplains,  and  coun¬ 
selors  in  United  Methodist  or  ecumenical 
centers  who  are  endorsed  and  account¬ 
able  to  the  denomination. 

“Experiment”  or  "risk”  ministries 
were  affirmed,  though  these  will  have  to 
be  justified  by  the  persons  and  the  em¬ 
ploying  institutions  as  to  how  the  position 
is  a  fulfillment  of  ordination.  Such 
positions  will  be  validated  by  a  vote  of  the 
ministerial  session  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 


categories,  news  stories  and  features, 
with  $100  and  $50  prizes  in  each  category 
annually.  The  writers  must  be  United 
Methodists  or  employes  of  United 
Methodist  agencies,  and  the  articles 
must  have  been  published. 

Dr.  West  joined  the  denomination’s 
news  agency  (Methodist  Information)  in 
1948  and  headed  its  Chicago  office  until 
1964.  He  then  became  chief  executive  of 
the  unit  and  its  successor,  United 
Methodist  Information,  until  1972,  when 
it  became  part  of  UM  Communications 
Agency.  Since  then,  he  has  been  UMC’s 
executive  in  charge  of  the  Public  Media 
Division,  working  out  of  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Church  can 
help  India 
says  Bishop 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  (RNS)  —  The 
greatest  contribution  the  American 
church  can  make  to  India  is  to  help 
native  leaders  improve  the  country’s 
resources,  a  United  Methodist  bishop 
said  here  on  returning  from  a  30-day  visit 
to  India. 

“A  month’s  visit  doesn’t  make  one  an 
expert,”  said  Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid  of 
Florida,  “but  it  was  obvious  to  me  that 
continued  church  support  is  essential  if 
India  is  to  overcome  her  vast  economic 
and  social  problems.” 

The  bishop,  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
paid  an  episcopal  visit  to  India  on  behalf 
of  the  denomination’s  Council  of  Bishops. 
He  will  report  to  the  Council  and  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  Methodist  Church,  jp  Southern 
Asia,  confined  to  India,,  i^an  overseas 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  has  a  constituency  of  about 
600,000,  and  elects  its  own  bishops. 

Bishop  McDavid  said  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  efforts  in  India  must  be  tempered 
with  diplomacy. 

"Despite  its  ancient  culture,”  he  said, 
“India  has  been  an  independent  nation 
for  only  28  years  and  is  very 
nationalistic.  India  seems  to  be  moving 
in  the  right  direction,  but  an  entire 
society  cannot  be  changed  overnight.” 

The  bishop  proposed  that  his  church 
•  continue  its  work  in  India  and  increase 
financial  aid  if  possible. 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver'lslng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.73 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

REGISTERED  NURSES:  R.N.’s  needed  In 
nearly  new,  small,  fully  equipped  hospital  In 

West  Texas.  Located  In  the  heart  of  the 
highest,  most  nigged  and  beautiful  mountains 
of  Texas.  Two  national  and  one  state  park 

LEISURELY  16-DAY  ALPS  TOUR:  Swit¬ 
zerland,  Italian  Tyrol,  Austria  (Including 
Salzburg  Music  Festival),  Bavaria.  July  28  - 
Aug.  12.  $1099  from  Dallas  or  Memphis.  First- 
class  hotels,  most  meals.  Early  -  bird 
discounts.  Brochure:  Rev.  Gus  Browning,  6 
Blackfrlars,  Texarkana,  Texas  75501,  (214) 
792-2438. 

m unity  and  working  conditions.  Each  nurse  Is 
a  head  nurse.  Opportunity  for  Interesting, 
challenging,  hospital-wide  responsibility. 
Starting  salary  $9400  and  up,  depending  on 
experience.  Usual  fringe  benefits  of  hospital 
Insurance,  vacation,  holidays,  sick  time,  etc. 
Contact:  Earl  Goatcher,  Administrator, 
Culbertson  County  Hospital.  Van  Hern,  Texas 

HOLY  LAND  PLUS  AibbNb  atju  ROME: 

All  meals,  flrstclass.  Fifteen  days,  leaving 

May  27.  Compare  from  Kansas  City  $1299,  New 

York  $1149.  Interested,  write:  Rev.  Ed. 
Robertson,  9208  Oakland,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
64138. 

AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 
Basic  to  advanced  seminar  Sept.  7-20. 
Advanced  to  professional  Sept.  28  -  Oct.  11. 
Master  design  seminar;  date  to  be  announced. 
Room,  board  and  tuition,  all  materials  $530. 

For  brochure,  write:  P.  O.  Box  4605M,  Santa 

Fe.  New  Mexico  87501. 

ORIENT  ADVENTURE,  with  Larry  and 
Mildred  Lacour.  Tokyo  —  meet  with  leaders  of 
government  and  the  church,  worship  and  eat 
with  Christians  In  a  new  mission  church.  Kyoto 
—  live  In  Japanese  style.  Hiroshima  —  be 
guided  by  John  Hersey's  "Hero  of  Hiroshima” 
and  meet  "Hiroshima  Maidens."  Also,  Seoul, 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  $2.50  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.'s. 
ellzabeth's  Gift  House,  P.O.  Box  25351, 
Houston,  Texas  77005. 

Talpal,  Hong  Kong  and  Honolulu.  See  these 
countries  through  the  people.  Deluxe  hotels. 
Leave  May  21. 15  days.  First  UMC.  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.  80902. 

BLUE  RIDGE  MOUNTAINS  for  your  summer 
home.  Large  lots  with  sewer  and  water.  Lake 
Junaluska  activities  walking  distance.  Write: 

Peg  Ward,  2919  Arthur  St.,  Hollywood,  Fla. 

HYMN  POEMS  —  SONG  WORDS:  Put  to 

33030. 

music  and  recorded  on  cassettes  by  successful 
Christian  song  writer.  Member  of  American 
Society  of  Composers,  Authors  and  Publishers.  1 

Write  for  Information:  Christian  Composers,  j 

3803  Deer  foot  Dr.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  37406. 

ANNUAL  FINANCE  CO  UNSET,  available  on 
contract  basis  for  1978.  Calendar  currently 
flexible  to  your  congregation's  reeds. 
Cavanaugh  Associates,  915  Kern  Drive.  El 
Paso,  Texas  79902,  (918)  533-6759. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  Requires  a  person  with  a 
Bachelor’s  Degree  from  an  accredited  college 
or  university.  Prefer  a  person  with  a  major  In 
vocal  or  choral  music.  Must  have  a  personality 
that  will  attract  children  and  Jhe  ability  to 

MEXICO  CITY,  ACAPULCO,  etc.:  Eight  days, 

June  27.  From  Chicago  (or  Dixon),  only  $479. 
Write:  Robert  Schumm,  Box  389,  Dixon,  Ill. 
61021. 

work  with  children  under  emotional  stress. 
CONTACT:  Personnel  Department,  Methodist 

Home,  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waqo,  Texas  78708. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  -with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 

SOUTHEAST  ASIA  —  A  CHRISTIAN’S 
PRESENCE:  Our  churchwide  mission  study 
for  1978-76.  Come  Join  tour  departing  Los 
Angeles  September  13.  19  days.  $1346.  Deluxe 
hotels,  American  breakfast,  plus  one  meal 
dally.  Experienced  escorts.  Brochure:  Her¬ 
man  Netzela,  3934  Roxton  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

90008. 

salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave  j  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  expertencea.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllng  Dr., 

Waco,  Texas  76705.  Phone  ($17  )  799-8049. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 
quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio  program 

Is  available  to  you  and  your  community 
without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility  Is  either 
to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated,  sponsored 
or  underwritten.  We  provide  the  tapm  com¬ 
pletely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour.  P.  O.  Box 

77.  Orlando.  Fla.  33802. 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (117)  MI5-4203  Keene,  Texas  7*05f 
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Lutheran  editor  notes: 


Restlessness,  change 
dominate  church  news 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  Dr  Albert  P. 
Stauderman,  editoir  of  the  official 
periodical  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  “The  Lutheran,”  told  a  group 
of  editors  and  publications  managers 
here  that  “restlessness  and  change”  is 
the  dominant  theme  of  church  news 
today. 

Addressing  the  61st  meeting  of  the 
National  Lutheran  Editors  and  Mana¬ 
gers  Association,  he  commented  that 
“there  may  be  some  progress  toward 
specific  goals,  but  there’s  not  much  news 
that’s  upbeat  or  exhilarating.” 

Dr.  Stuaderman,  whose  magazine  is 
the  largest  U.  S.  denominational 
periodical  with  a  circulation  of  554,000, 
cited  the  continuing  conflict  in  the 

Irate  Baptist 
pastors  raid 
smut  shop 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  (EP)  —  Five 
Baptist  pastors  began  throwing  books 
from  an  adult  bookstore  outside  into  the 
gutter  when  they  saw  all  the  “filth  and 
garbage”  inside  the  store,  one  of  them 
said. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Williams,  a  28-year- 
old  Baptist  minister,  said  the 
clergymen’s  trip  to  Goldie's  Bookstore  in 
a  north  area  shopping  center  started  out 
as  a  peaceful  anti-pornography  protest. 

“We  were  just  going  to  go  inside  and 
look  around  and  talk  to  some  of  the 
customers,  maybe.  But  when  we  got 
inside,  we  just  saw  the  filth  and  the 
garbage  that  was  beyond  anything  I  had 
experienced,”  Mr.  Williams  said  in  an 
interview. 

He  said  the  five,  who  later  were  booked 
for  investigation  of  misdemeanor  counts 
of  malicious  mischief,  vandalism  and 
destruction  of  private  property,  then 
started  heaving  the  books  outside. 

“We  feel  filth  and  dirt  belong  in  the 
gutter,  and  that’s  where  we  put  it,”  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Williams  said,  explaining  why 
deputies  driving  by  saw  men  hurling 
magazines  and  books  into  the  store’s 
parking  lot. 


Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  as  the 
top  story.  He  noted  that  it  has  been  a 
major  story  every  year  since  1968. 

Other  items  on  Dr.  Stauderman’s  “Top 
10”  list,  which  he  has  brought  to  the 
editors  and  managers  association  for  21 
years,  were: 

•  Emphasis  on  the  quality  of  life,  in¬ 
volving  world  hunger  appeals  and  con¬ 
cern  over  population  growth,  ecology, 
and  individual  rights; 

•  Growth  of  theological  conservatism, 
as  exemplified  in  the  recent  Hartford 
statement  of  18  scholars; 

•  New  gains  for  women,  including  the 
controversial  ordination  to  the 
priesthood  of  11  Episcopal  women  last 
year; 

•  Economic  unrest,  affecting 
denominations  and  causing  reduction  in 
some  national  church  staffs; 

•  Weakening  of  the  ecumenical 
movement,  involving  controversies  in 
the  National  and  World  Councils  of 
churches ; 

•  Concern  for  personal  freedom,  in¬ 
cluding  the  controversy  over  domestic 
spying  charges  leveled  against  the  CIA, 
and  the  West  Virginia  textbook  dispute; 

•  Spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places, 
in  connection  with  Watergate  and 
resulting  concern  for  public  morality; 

•  Christian  growth  in  new  countries, 
such  as  Indonesia,  Tanzania  and  Kenya, 
accompanied  by  changing  attitudes  on 
mission  work; 

•  Struggle  for  freedom  in  Africa, 
partciularly  in  South-West  Afria 
(Namibia),  whose  people  have  sought  to 
overthrow  the  South  African  regime. 

Dr.  Franklin  Sherman,  professor  of 
ethics  at  the  Lutheran  School  of  Theology 
at  Chicago,  told  the  editors  and 
managers  from  the  American  Lutheran 
Church,  LCA,  and  Missouri  Synod 
publications  agencies  that  an  “inward 
journey”  is  the  dominant  mood  of  the 
1970s. 

He  contrasted  this  with  the  emphasis 
on  social  action  that  characterized 
American  religion  in  the  1960s.  “The 
inward  quest  is  seeking  something 
foundational,  a  sense  of  peace  and  self- 
identity,”  Dr.  Sherman  said.  But  he 
cautioned  that  "the  problem  with  the 
inward  quest  is  the  lack  of  perception  of 
the  God  who  is  being  sought.  People  want 
peace,  but  the  substratum  of  life  is  not 
only  peace  but  pathos  as  well.” 


‘A  time  to  build  up’ 

DePauw  University  students  and  Greencastle  [Ind.l  District  laymen  swarm  over 
one  of  two  new  homes  they  built  from  the  ground  up  in  January  on  the  Island  of 
Utila.  off  the  coast  of  Belize.  photo  by  clinton  gass 

‘Mission  fever’  hits 
8  DePauw  students 


GREENCASTLE,  Ind.  — Mission  fever 
seems  to  be  catching  at  DePauw 
University  where  undergraduates,  many 
substantially  supported  by  their  home 
churches,  are  ministering  to  others’ 
needs  on  far-flung  fronts. 

Eight  United  Methodist  laymen  joined 
eight  students  in  the  most  recent  mission 
venture  that  took  the  combined  group  to 
the  semi-remote  Bay  Island  of  Utila,  off 
the  coast  of  Belize  (British  Honduras), 
battered  last  September  by  Hurricane 
Fifi. 

With  supplies  provided  by  both 
national  Methodist  relief  efforts  and 
congregations  near  United  Methodist- 
related  DePauw,  the  group  built  two 
sturdy  homes,  razed  another  that  was 
beyond  salvage,  and  leveled  another  on 
its  uneven  piers. 

“I  can’t  imagine  how  the  family  lived 
in  it  that  way  for  almost  five  months,” 
Dr.  Clinton  Gass  puzzled.  "The  house 
was  so  slanted.” 

“We  built  two  20x24  houses  from,  the 
ground  up,”  continued  Dr.  Gass, 
DePauw ’s  mathematics  and  astronomy 


Scholars  grapple  with  Holocaust 

Christian  implications  of  Auschwitz  murders  questioned 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Scholars  par- 
ticipating  in  an  international  conference 
here  on  “The  Holocaust  —  A  Generation 
After”  found  themselves  grappling  with 
a  major  dilemma:  How  to  discuss  an 
event  which  may  have  been  so  unique 
and  unprecedented  that  language  fails  to 
come  to  terms  with  it. 

Despite  the  multitude  of  problems 
involved  in  attempting  to  explain  or 
understand  the  killing  of  six  million  Jews 
by  the  Nazis,  however,  the  60  par¬ 
ticipants  agreed  that  such  efforts  are 
vitally  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  a 
recurrence. 

Rhodesian  urges 
Congress:  impose 
U.N,  sanctions 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  A 
Methodist  clergyman  from  Rhodesia  told 
the  House  Subcommittee  on  Inter¬ 
national  Organizations  that  the  United 
States  should  immediately  comply  with 
United  Nations  -  mandated  economic 
sanctions  against  Rhodesia. 

“Now  would  be  the  opportune  moment 
for  you  to  restore  your  nation’s  com¬ 
pliance  with  sanctions  against  Rhodesia, 
for  Zimbabwe  (Black  African  name  for 
the  country)  is  now  at  a  critical  turning 
point  in  its  history,”  said  the  Rev. 
Canaan  Banana,  representative  of  the 
African  National  Council  to  north 
American  and  the  United  Nations. 

Referring  to  a  New  York  Times  report 
in  December,  which  stated  “many  white 
Rhodesians  long  for  a  ‘settlement’  if  only 
to  remove  economic  sarictions,”  the 
black  clergyman  told  the  subcommittee 
that  if  the  U.S.  Congress  would  restore 
economic  sanctions,  this  “would  con¬ 
tribute  immensely  to  pressures  for 
resolving  the  Southern  Rhodesia 
crisis  .  .  . 

“The  United  Nations’  sanctions 
program  .  .  .  was  designed  to  exert 
peaceful  pressure  for  a  transition  to 
majority  rule”  in  Rhodesia,  he  said, 
reminding  the  subcommittee  that,  94  per 
cent  of  the  Rhodesian  population  is  black, 
but  represented  by  only  16  of  56  members 
in  the  Rhodesian  Parliament. 

“The  Byrd  Amendment  (under  which 
the  United  States  is  not  supporting  the 
United  Nations  Sanctions)  tends  to 
destroy  the  effectiveness  of  the  sanctions 
program  and  therefore  to  make  war  an 
inevitability,”  Mr.  Banana  said. 

Asserting  that  a  "large  influx”  of 
American  tourists  to  Rhodesia  has  been 
booked  “illegally  by  American  tourist 
agencies,”  Mr.  Banana  told  the  sub¬ 
committee  that  a  study  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Corporate  Infor¬ 
mation  Center  “estimates  that  this 
traffic  netted  Rhodesia  at  least  $16 
million  in  1974  in  foreign  exchange.” 

Ordained  by  the  Metnodist  Church  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  Mr.  Banana  is  also 
a  part-time  chaplain  to  primarily  black 
students  at  Methodist-related  American 
University  here. 


Richard  L.  Rubenstein,  professor  of 
religion  at  Florida  State  University, 
voiced  the  fears  of  several  of  his 
colleagues  that  “this  total  domination  by 
terror  can  now  be  copied  by  others 
because  it  is  no  longer  unprecendented. 

In  a  major  paper  on  “Mass  Death  and 
Contemporary  Society,”  he  cited  a 
number  of  problems  theologians  face  in 
considering  the  Holocaust.  As  an 
example,  Prof.  Rubenstein  commented 
that  “no  theologian  has  dealt  with  the 
fact  that  legally  speaking  the  Nazis 
committed  no  crimes  at  Auschwitz,”  and 
concluded  that  “our  society  is  func¬ 
tionally  godless,  because  even  if  a  divine 
law  protecting  individuals  existed,  it 
could  not  be  enforced.  The  state  becomes 
the  only  true  God  on  earth.  In  the  face  of 
new  forms  of  total  domination, 
theologians’  assertions  about  innate 
human  dignity  are  either  false  or 
meaningless.” 

While  not  all  the  scholars  agreed  with 
Prof.  Rubenstein  that  "God  died  at 
Auschwitz,”  most  felt  that  the  epochal 
event  had  serious  implications  for 
Christianity. 

Dr.  Franklin  H.  Littell,  professor  of 
religion  at  Temple  University  and 
president  of  Christians  Concerned  for 
Israel,  declared  that  “the  problem  of 
Christianity  is  a  special  one.  The 
Holocaust  —  the  murder  of  six  million 
Jews  by  baptized  Christians  in  the  heart 
of  Christendom  —  raises  an  unparalleled 
crisis  for  Christians.” 

Dr.  Emil  L.  Fackenheim,  professor  of 
philosophy  at  the  University  of  Toronto, 
took  a  harsh  view  of  what  he  saw  as  the 
role  of  Christianity  in  fostering  anti- 
Jewish  attitudes.  “One  cannot  accept  the 
differentiation  between  Christianity  as 
an  ideology  and  Christendom  as  a  social 


entity  which  may  act  sinfully,”  he  said, 
“because  one  is  obviously  responsible  for 
the  other.” 

Additionally,  Dr.  Fackenheim  asserted 
that  “New  Testament  anti-Semitism 
cannot  be  explained  away  as  an  accident, 
especially  as  it  is  followed  by  the  anti- 
Semitic  writings  of  the  church  fathers 
and  Luther.” 

Conference  participants  differed  in 
their  opinions  regarding  who  should  bear 
ultimate  responsibility  for  the  Holocaust. 
Dr.  A.  Roy  Eckardt,  chairman  of  the 
Religion  Studies  Department  at  Lehigh 
University  and  past  president  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Religion,  con¬ 
tended  that  while  “men  are  culpable  of 
course,”  the  “ultimate  responsibility  for 
evil  in  the  world  is  God’s,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  it  is  He  who  created  the  world 
and  it  is  He  who  permits  monstrous 
suffering  to  take  place.” 

But  Dr.  Eckardt  blamed  the  churches 
for  fostering  an  anti-Semitic  mood  which, 
he  said,  was  an  important  factor  in  the 
Holocaust.  The  main  thrust  of  his  paper 
was  the  Christian  responsibility  for  the 
rise  of  anti-Semitism. 

In  contrast,  Prof.  Yirmiyahu  Yovel, 
head  of  the  Institute  of  Philosophy  at  the 
Hebrew  University  of  Jerusalem, 
declared,  “Even  if  God  existed,  I  would 
not  let  Him  share  the  responsibility  for 
the  Holocaust,  which  lies  exclusively 
with  men.”  He  insisted  that  “the 
Holocaust  was  neither  the  work  of  God, 
nor  that  of  the  Devil,  nor  again  that  of 
hearts.  It  was  conceived  and  executed  by 
men.” 

The  four-day  conference  was  held  at 
the  Carnegie  Endowment  for  Inter¬ 
national  Peace  under  the  joint  spon¬ 
sorship  of  the  Institute  of  Contemporary 
Jewry  of  the  Hebrew  University  of 
Jerusalem  and  the  United  Jewish 
Appeal. 


Woman  celebrates  the  Eucharist 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.  —  The  Rev.  Merrill  Bittner,  one  of  the  11  Episcopal  women 
ordained  in  Philadelphia  last  July,  celebrates  the  Eucharist  at  Calvary-St.  Andrew  ’s 
Parish  Church,  an  inner-city  Rochester,  N.Y..  parish  formed  by  the  merger  of  a 
United  Presbyterian  church  [Calvary]  and  an  Episcopal  church  [St.  Andrew’s]. 

Plans  for  Ms.  Bittner  to  celebrate  the  Eucharist  had  been  Announced  in  advance, 
and  a  near  capacity  congregation  of  some  350  people  were  present. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


department  head  and  United  Methodist 
layman  who  supervised  the  DePauw 
student  contingent.  “The  new  houses 
were  painted  inside  and  out,  and  wired, 
and,  of  course,  built  on  posts.” 

Actually,  the  group  had  planned  to 
build  only  one  home.  But  when  layman 
Clarke  Hendrich  went  to  the  island  in 
November  to  size  up  what  needed  to  be 
done,  he  decided  the  group  could  do 
more.  “Fine,”  he  was  told,  “but  money  is 
available  for  only  one  home.  You’ll  have 
to  find  more  money  to  finance  the  second 
one.” 

Generous  United  Methodists  back  in 
Indiana  solved  that  one.  Within  a  few 
days  of  their  Jan.  4  arrival  the  student- 
layman  construction  crews,  under  Mr. 
Hendrich’s  professional  eye,  were 
nailing  up  two-by-fours  for  two  homes 
instead  of  one. 

While  most  of  the  16  workers  zeroed  in 
on  building  homes,  others  turned  to  the 
problem  of  health  care. 

At  the  main  mission  house,  where  the 
group  ate  its  lunches,  there  were  medical 
and  dental  clinics  but  no  doctors  and  no 
nurses. 

Miss  Marilyn  Hopkins  and  Mrs.  Clinton 
Gass,  both  nurses  back  in  Greencastle 
where  DePauw  is  located,  and  a 
university  nursing  student,  plunged 
enthusiastically  into  the  huge  backlog  of 
pressing  human  medical  problems  while 
some  other  students  painted  the  clinics. 

They  gave  physical  exams,  well-child 
checkups,  treated  sick  children  and 
adults  and  referred  the  critically  ill  to 
mainland  doctors.  When  the  project 
ended  they  had  handled  185  office  visits 
and  made  20  home  calls. With  one  person 
per  call,  that  would  be  more  than  10  %  of 
the  island’s  total  population.  Their 
“clients”  ranged  in  age  from  17  days  to 
99  years. 

Historically,  Utila  and  other  Bay  - 
Islands  have  been  sort  of  orphans.  They 
were  under  British  administration  until 
1860  when  they  became  property  of 
British  Honduras.  The  islands  are 
largely  English-speaking  and  Protestant. 
The  mainland,  which  governs  the  islands 
and  now  calls  itself  Belize,  is  Spanish¬ 
speaking  and  Catholic. 

United  Methodist  relief  efforts  from 
the  States,  therefore,  have  been  warmly 
received  on  the  Islands  including  Roatan 
where  DePauw  students  and  area 
laymen  last  year  built  the  main  mission 
house.  . . 

Woman  writes 
on  gospels  from 
her  perspective 

PARAMUS,  N.  J.  (RNS)  —  A  Lutheran 
woman,  in  a  book  published  by  a  Roman 
Catholic  order,  has  “reinterpreted”  the 
Gospels  from  a  woman’s  viewpoint  with 
an  eye  toward  increasing  awareness 
among  Christians  that  the  role  of  women 
in  Scripture  must  be  reassessed. 

Rachel  Conrad  Wahlberg,  author  of 
“Jesus  According  to  a  Woman,’’ 
published  by  Paulist  Press  here,  said 
that  “Jesus  treated  women  with  no 
condescension,  always  as  full  human 
beings.” 

She  added  that,  although  women  have 
been  treated  as  second-class  citizens  by 
the  church,  Jesus  treated  them  as  “full 
persons”  who  could  discuss  theology  with 
Him  and  do  God’s  will.  “I  illustrate  the 
principle  by  searching  out  Jesus’  pro 
woman  orientation  in  .  .  .  typical  and 
crucial  selections.” 

Ms.  Wahlburg,  in  her  Jesus  stories, 
stressed  that  Jesus  deliberately  sent 
women  out  to  do,  to  preach,  to  lead.  She 
said  the  “woman  at  the  well”  and  the 
“women  at  the  tomb”  were  sent  to 
preach  and  to  announce. 

An  Austin,  Tex.,  resident  who  is 
married  and  the  mother  of  five  children, 
Ms.  Walhberg  chose  such  chapter  titles 
for  her  book  as”  “Jesus  and  the  Uppity 
Woman,”  “Jesus  and  the  Adulterous 
men,”  “Jesus  and  the  Woman  God 
Image,”  “Jesus  and  the  Uterus  Image,” 
“Jesus  and  the  Critical  Sisters,”  and 
“Jesus  and  the  Women  Preachers.” 

She  said  she  personally  identifies  with 
the  “uppity  woman,”  because  she  has 
always  enjoyed  a  spirited  argument.  She 
and  her  husband  Phil  were  debaters  in 
college. 


Church’s  role:  \ find 
a  hurt  and  heal  it’ 


GARDEN  GROVE,  Calif.  (RNS)  — 
Success  in  church  work  is  impossible 
“until  and  unless  it  honestly  meets  the 
deepest  hurts"  of  those  it  seeks  to  serve, 
Dr.  Robert  H.  Schuller  of  Garden  Grove 
Community  Church  said  here. 

The  noted  preacher  and  author  told 
church  leaders  at  the  First  American 
Convocation  on  Church  Growth  that  the 
key  to  successful  church  work  could  be 
summed  up  in  one  sentence: 

“Find  a  hurt  and  heal  it.” 

The  Convocation  on  the  22-acre  Garden 
Grove  Community  Church  campus 
celebrates  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the 
Robert  H.  Schuller  Institute  for  Suc¬ 
cessful  Church  Leadership. 

“We  believe  God  can  be  honored  only 
as  His  church  succeeds  in  com¬ 
municating  its  healing  love  to  the  hurting 
hearts  of  people,”  Dr.  Schuller  said. 

“We  do  not  believe,  however,  that 
success  is  to  be  measured  by  big  budgets, 
glamorous  architecture,  at  the  expense 
of  facing  the  tough  issues  of  our  day  in  a 
redemptive  and  positive  way.” 

The  television  preacher  held  that  “no 
church  will  really  grow  unless  it  fulfills 
the  spirit  of  the  beatitudes  of  Jesus 
Christ.  If  churches  fail,  it  must  mean 
they  lack  real  non-judgmental,  non¬ 
manipulating  love. 

“We  believe  that  the  principles 
revealed  in  this  Convocation  will  be  the 
principles  that  can  be  applied  by  a 
church  in  an  inner  city  section  of 
America,  in  slum  sections  of  in¬ 
ternational  cities  abroad  and  in  suburban 
churches  of  affluent  people,”  Dr. 
Schuller  said. 

He  said  the  “number  one  reason  a 
church  fails  today  is  because  it  has  failed 

World  won  9t 
end  in  1975 9 
admits  sect 

LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  -  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses  are  having  problems  with 
eschatology. 

In  recent  years,  a  good  deal  of  publicity 
has  centered  on  the  idea  that  the  sect  was 
expecting  the  end  of  the  world  to  occur  in 
1975.  But  now,  leaders  of  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses  are  saying  that  Armageddon 
may  not  be  imminent. 

A  report  by  John  Dart  in  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  traces  the  origin  of  the 
belief  that  1975  would  be  the  end  of  the 
world  to  a  book  published  by  the  sect  in 
1966.  Mr.  Dart  writes  that  since  that 
time,  “the  Watchtower  Society  has  been 
saying  that  autumn,  1975,  would  mark 
the  point  6,000  yeai'S  from  the  creation  of 
Adam  in  4026  B.C.  —  a  date  derived  by 
the  Witnessses  from  their  own  Bible 
chronology,  which  rejects  scientific 
evidence  of  mankind’s  existence  on  earth 
for  millions  of  years.” 

After  mounting  expressions  of  concern, 
including  reports  of  members  selling 
their  property  to  engage  in  evangelistic 
and  missionary  work,  the  sect’s  attitude 
towards  1975  was  modified  somewhat.  An 
item  in  the  Watchtower  magazine  last 
October  said,  “The  publications  of 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses  have  shown  that, 
according  to  Bible  chronology,  it  appears 
that  6,000  years  of  man’s  existence  will 
be  completed  in  the  mid-1970s.  But  these 
publications  have  never  said  that  the 
world’s  end  would  come  then.” 

There  has  been  some  difference  in 
what  the  publications  technically  said 
and  how  they  were  generally  interpreted. 
Ken  Guindon  of  Van  Nuys,  who  left  the 
sect  in  1973  after  14  years  of  full-time 
missionary  work,  declared  that  “it  is  the 
Watchtower  -publications  which-aTe 
responsible  for  any  and  all  speculation 
about  the  world’s  end  in  1975.  They  have 
driven  their  poor,  sincere  disciples  to  a 
frenzy  of  futile  activity.” 

Although  Witnesses  are  not  now 
identifying  1975  as  the  end  of  the  world, 
they  are  continuing  to  warn  against 
taking  a  complacent  attitude  as  the  “last 
days”  approach.  In  a  recent  address  to 
20,100  Witnesses  at  the  Los  Angeles 
Sports  Arena,  Mr.  Frenz  urged  them  to 
keep  preaching  “as  we  approach  these 
crucial  years  —  or  months  —  that  are 
ahead.” 

In  the  early  years  of  the  sect, 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses  were  anticipating 
Armageddon  to  occur  in  1914. 

Basketball  star 
endorses  Islam 

MILWAUKEE  (RNS)  -  Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar,  Milwaukee  Bucks 
basketball  star,  says  he  has  found  in 
Islam  the  peace  which  he  did  not  find  in 
Christianity. 

“I  don’t  think  Christians  have  a  very 
good  history  of  practicing  what  they 
preach,”  he  told  area  high  school  jour¬ 
nalists  on  “The  New  Reporters” 
television  program  here. 

"My  people  were  put  in  bondage  by 
Christians,”  he  said.  “They  were  made 
to  become  Christians,  but  they  have  not 
been  treated  truly  as  brothers  on  the 
basis  of  skin  color.  That’s  totally  wrong. 
That’s  not  what  Jesus  taught.” 

Mr.  Abdul-Jabbar,  born  “Lew 
Alcindor,”  was  raised  a  Roman  Catholic 
and  attended  Power  Memorial  (Catholic) 
High  School  in  New  York,  where  he  first 
gained  national  prominence  as  a 
basketball  player.  He  became  a  member 
of  the  Hanafi  Muslim  sect  in.  1971  and 
changed  his  name. 

The  values  and  disciplines  of  Islam 
“settled  me  down  a  lot,”  Kareen  said  on 
the  TV  program. 


to  think  positively  in  meeting  human 
problems  and  human  needs. 

"Possibility  thinking  is  the  solution  to 
the  problem  of  declining  church  mem¬ 
bership.” 

The  Rev.  Pat  Shaughnessy,  34,  pastor 
of  Northwest  Missionary  Church  in 
Phoenix,  told  the  Convocation  how  his 
faith  helped  him  turn  a  disaster  into  a 
triumph  following  a  bombing  in  1974  at 
Los  Angeles  International  Airport.  The 
bomb  killed  two  people  and  blew  the 
pastor’s  body  into  the  air.  He  survived, 
but  lost  one  leg. 

“I  am  not  a  victim  of  the  bomb.  T  am  a 
victor  of  the  bomb,"  he  said.  “God 
showed  me  I  do  not  have  to  preach  with  a 
leg  but  with  my  hqart  and  from  my  heart 
.  .  .  The  only  problem  you  really  have  to 
fear  is  the  problem  of  impossibility 
thinking.  Have  faith  in  God  and  turn  your 
mountains  into  miracles.” 

Australian 
cleric  faces 
heresy  rap 

SYDNEY,  Australia  (RNS)  —  The 
Rev.  Ted  Noffs,  pastor  of  Wayside 
Chapel,  Australia’s  largest  Methodist 
Church,  has  been  accused  of  heresy.  If 
found  guilty,  he  could  be  expelled  from 
the  ministry. 

The  charge  was  brought  by  the  Rev. 
John  Hall  of  Gloucester,  a  country  town 
in  New  South  Wales.  It  is  expected  to  be 
heard  by  a  committee  of  eight  named  by 
the  denomination. 

Mr.  Hall  alleges  that  Mr.  Noffs  is  guilty 
of  unfaithfulness  to  church  doctrine  on 
the  basis  of  two  pamphlets  written  over  a 
decade  ago.  He  did  not  specify  the 
violation  of  doctrine.  One  pamphlet, 
“What  is  the  True  Nature  of  the  Death  of 
Christ?”  questions  traditional  teachings 
on  the  atonement. 

Mr.  Noffs,  who  said  he  has  not  met  his 
accuser,  claims  that  the  charges  are 
untrue  and  unfair  to  him  and  to  the  great 
number  of  persons  served  by  Wayside 
Chapel,  which  has  a  ministry  staff  of  12 
and  responds  to  about  15,000  “crisis 
calls”  per  month. 

“I  have  always  maintained  that  heresy 
should  never  take  the  form  of 
disobedience  to  a  creed  or  a  doctrine,” 
Mr.  Noffs  says.  “After  all,  Jesus  gives  us 
no  doctrines.  He  simply  asked  us  to  love 
people.  Heresy,  in  the  context  of  Jesus’ 
teaching,  is  failure  to  love  people  and  to 
act  for  suffering  man.” 

The  clergyman  has  been  in  conflict  on 
various  occasions  with  conservatives  in 
the  Methodist  Church ;  four  times  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  explain  his 
theological  views. 

Mr.  Hall’s  charges  represent  the  first 
time  the  minister  has  been  accused  of 
heresy. 

The  Rev.  Alan  Brand,  president  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Methodist  Church,  said 
the  hearing  on  the  heresy  charge  would 
be  fair. 

‘Experimental’ 
parish  leaves 
archdiocese 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (RNS)  —  The 
nation’s  best-known  Roman  Catholic 
experimental,  boundary-less  parish  — 
the  eight-year-old  post-Vatican  II 
Community  of  John  XXIII  has 
“resigned”  from  the  archdiocese  here 
after  a  lengthy  dispute  with  Archbishop 
John  R.  Quinn  over  jurisdiction  and 
community  religious  activity. 

Father  William  F.  Nerin,  pastor  of  the 
John  XXIII  community,  announced  that 
the  10-member  parish  board  of  directors 
unanimously  voted  not  to  comply  with 
“directives”  from  Archbishop  Quinn  to 
discontinue  certain  community  prac¬ 
tices,  including  sharing  of  the  Eucharist 
with  non-Catholics,  and  to  abide  by  the 
archbishop’s  prerogative  to  appoint  the 
community’s  pastor. 

According  to  a  copyrighted  story  in  the 
National  Catholic  Reporter,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  Archbishop  Quinn  announced  that 
he  had  withdrawn  Father  Nerin’s 
assignment  as  administrator  of  the 
experimental  parish  “after  I  came  to  the 
truly  painful  conclusion  that  the  Com¬ 
munity  of  John  XXIII  had  withdrawn 
itself  from  my  episcopal  and  pastoral 
jurisdiction.” 

The  story,  which  appeared  in  the 
March  7  issue  of  the  Reporter,  also  said 
the  community  and  the  archbishop  were 
at  odds  over  the  community’s  practices 
of  sharing  the  Eucharist  with  all 
members  regardless  of  their  religious 
affiliations;  of  designing  their  own 
worship;  of  departing  from  official 
rubrics;  of  failing  to  encourage  private 
confession;  of  maintaining  a  loose,  free- 
floating  relationship  to  the  Catholic 
Church  structure. 

Father  Nerin  admitted  to  RNS  that 
"about  one-third”  of  the  community  is 
Protestant  and  that  the  community  in¬ 
cludes  members  who  are  “invalidly” 
remarried  according  to  church  law. 
There  are  about  60  adults  in  the  com¬ 
munity  of  120  persons. 

The  community,  founded  by  the  late 
Bishop  Victor  Reed  of  Oklahoma  City- 
Tulsa  in  October;  1966,  as  a  parish 
without  territorial  boundaries,  now 
meets  at  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  one  of  several  sties  it  has  rented 
over  the  years. 
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Memorials,  honorariums 
and  special  gifts 


In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sallie  Pope,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  J.  Lewis 

In  Memory  of  Judge  C.  A.  Barnette,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  J.  Lewis 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Kitchens,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  J.  Lewis 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Stanley  Stegall,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  J.  Lewis 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Florence  Quinn,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Dupree,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 

In  Memory  of  Larry  Dickson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Louis  Grantham,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Tommy  Rigdon,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Melvin  May,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 

In  Memory  of  Joe  Timberlake,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jewel  Crumpton,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Fair,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Dolie  Pearson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  A.  E.  Franklin,  given  by  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Falcon  Hearne,  given  by  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Stanley  Stegall,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Jones 

In  Memory  of  Judge  C.  A.  Barnett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Jones 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Jim  Kitchens,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Jones 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Roy  Fraser,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Jones 

In  Memory  of  Kenneth  Johnson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Greer 

In  Memory  of  Granville  Kilpatrick,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Greer 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Selma  Hearne,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Greer 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  R.  E.  Conn,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Greer 

In  Memory  of  John  B.  Green,  given  by  Francis  Warren  Greer 

In  Memory  of  Ambus  Myles,  given  by  Francis  Warren  Greer 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Ena  Phelps,  given  by  the  Earnest  Workers  Sunday  School  Class 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Harry  Turpin,  given  by  Dorothy  L.  Hyams 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otis  C.  Poole 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mrs.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mrs.  L.  K.  Wells 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  T.  Folk 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Victor  Feske,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Arthur  Land 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  G.  H.  Panula 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  0.  Hixson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  0.  T.  Jones 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  O.  Pringle,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  R.  Bartlett 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Ruston  Coca-Cola  Bottling  Co. 

In  Memory  of  Charles  C.  Upchurch,  given  by  Federal  Insulation  Co.  of  Louisiana 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  0.  B.  Bennett,  given  by  Avice  and  Herman  Wilder 
In  Memory  of  Mercer  A.  Spencer,  given  by  Temple  Worker’s  Sunday  School  Class, 
Temple  Baptist  Church,  Ruston,  Louisiana 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Griffin,  given  by  Miss  Barbara  Hortig 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  Wlater  Dishman,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  R.  Olson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Taylor,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  L.  Anders 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Taylor,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  H.  Sharp 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Taylor,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Capps  &  Frieda 
In  Memory  of  Sarah  Pankey  Thomas,  given  by  Dick  and  Mildred  Baskerville 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  A.  Claude  Hoffpauir,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgar  L.  Broussard 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Berry,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgar  L.  Broussard 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Franklin  Hilderbrand,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgar  L.  Broussard 
In  Memory  of  Will  Cagle,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Curtis  Reeves 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Grafton  Shaw,  given  by  Mrs.  Wiley  Seward 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  Roddy  Taylor,  given  by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  George  McVay  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Richard  Hatch,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  R.  Brown 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Galliher,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  R.  Brown 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Buatt,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  D.  McAdams,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Gary  Schmitz,  given  by  John  &  Annette  Krummel 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  George  Pearce,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claude  Adcock 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  G.  C.  Cooper,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claude  Adcock 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Birdwell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thad  Longlois 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  Weaver,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thad  Longlois 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  given  by  Dr.  Paul  M.  Davis,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Charlie  Henderson,  given  by  Dr.  Paul  M.  Davis,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  George  Galliher,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Bundrick 
In  Memory  of  George  Galliher,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gordon  Still 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Walter  J.  Shelton  II,  given  by  Margaret  Kelly 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Pete  W.  Shamblin,  given  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Thompson,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  E.  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  C.  Aycock 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dan  Law,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Nabors  &  Marie  Nabors 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ozella  L.  Gray,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  F.  Baucum  and  Mrs. 
Fannie  McKinley 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Taylor,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Greer 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  0.  Hixson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Greer 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Julia  Waite,  given  by  Mrs.  Eunice  Aycock 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  T.  W.  Logan,  given  by  Mrs.  Eunice  Aycock 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Rogers 
In  Memory  of  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  L.  James,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  John  S.  Barr,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  Inabnet 
In  Memory  of  Harry  Turpin,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  Inabnet 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  DeWitt  Henry 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Morelle  Emmons 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  I.  Dyson 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  B.  Maxwell  &  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Johnny 
Maxwell 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Esther  Levevers,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claude  McCoy 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Roddy  Taylor,  given  by  Adult  Sunday  School  Class,  Pine  Grove 
UMC 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Irma  Carter,  given  by  Gretchen  Yaunt 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  Green,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hamilton  D.  Bickham 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Beulah  Reed,  given  by  Krotz  Springs  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Edwina  Harras,  given  by  Krotz  Springs  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Belva  McLamore,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cardozier 
In  Memory  of  Stanley  Stegall,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leslie  Richard 
In  Memory  of  Nelson  Dodd,  given  by  The  Ken  Hendrickson  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Thomas,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  H.  Calvin,  Jr.  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mannie  Hollingsworth,  given  by  Mrs.  D.  R.  Richardson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mannie  Hollingsworth,  given  by  Mrs.  Irene  Fuller  &  Richard 
Fuller 

In  Memory  of  Mother  Eden  Howard,  given  by  Miss  Bertha  M.  Pierce 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Georgia  Fluitt,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  L.  Hebert 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Belva  McLamore,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glynn  Wyatt 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mrs.  James  H.  Kitchens,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Will  Cagle,  given  by  Bona  H.  Fortson 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  The  Upper  Room  SS  Class 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  W.  Evans 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Dan  Reneau,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Sarah  Pankey  Thomas,  given  by  The  Jimmy  R.  Childress  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gertrude  Downs,  given  by  Mrs.  D.  R.  Richardson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Perry  Smith,  given  by  John  Miller  &  Johnny  Muckleroy 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Sue  Stinson  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  T.  E.  Ferguson,  given  by  Mrs.  P.  L.  Orendorff 
In  Memory  of  Herman  Alexander,  given  by  Mrs.  Elvada  Ray 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dayton  A.  Wise,  given  by  Mrs.  John  H.  Cook 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dayton  A.  Wise,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otis  Poole 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lena  Griffin,  given  by  Mrs.  E.  R.  Burr 
In  Memory  of  Richard  P.  Koonce,  given  by  Mrs.  E.  R.  Bun¬ 
in  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  given  by  Mrs.  C.  A.  Reed,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  B.  H.  Rainwater,  given  by  Mrs.  C.  A.  Reed,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Stanley  Stegall,  given  by  Mrs.  C.  A.  Reed,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  L.  Galloway  Hammett,  given  by  Rita  Jordan  &  Eva  Lee  &  Horace 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  0.  W.  White,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alvin  Johnson 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Jack  &  Maida  Willis 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Ona  Smith 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Taylor,  given  by  Major  &  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Kelley 
In  Memory  of  T.  E.  Ferguson,  given  by  S.  M.  Cothren  &  Associates 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ernest  Easterly,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  L.  Pearce 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  G.  Judd 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Urology  Clinic,  Monroe,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Roddy  Taylor,  given  by  Mount  Lebanon  Baptist  Church 


“For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His 
only  begotten  son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
Him  should  not  perish  but  have  everlasting 
life.” 

John  3:  16 


Special  needs 


7  Blenders  at  $35.00  . .'$245.00 

7  Steam  Irons  at  $30.00  . $210.00 

7  Electric  Canopeners  at  $15.00  . $105.00 

7  Electric  Coffee  Makers  at  $25.00  . $175.00 

2  Freezers  at  $300.00  . $600.00 


In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Hess,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gerald  McLendon 
In  Memory  of  Dayton  Wilson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Kirkley 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Taylor,  given  by  Dorothy  Frasier 
In  Memory  of  W.  A.  Miles,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  James  R.  Festavan 
In  Memory  of  W.  G.  Riley,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  R.  E.  Price 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  H.  Dowell,  given  by  Miss  Camille  &  Marie  Nabors 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  James  D.  Rives,  given  by  Mrs.  Bachman  &  Marie  Nabors 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Keith  O’Kelley 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Perry,  given  by  Johnnie  &  Jackie  Joe  &  the  China 
Palace  Restaurant 

In  Memory  of  Dayton  Wilson,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  P.  Wilson 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Stanley  Stegall,  given  by  Col.  &  Mrs.  C.  A.  Martin,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Col.  &  Mrs.  C.  A.  Martin,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Dillard,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  E.  Tellingheusen 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  D.  Darby 

In  Memory  of  Raymond  Charles  Ney,  given  by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Tanner  &  Family 

In  Memory  of  Stephanie  Lewis,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  D.  Wingard 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  Dowell,  given  by  Flo  &  Curtis  Eddy 

In  Memory  of  Ronald  K.  Underwood,  given  by  Debbie  R.  Paynter 

In  Memory  of  John  Dowell,  given  by  Peney  &  Julian  Glaspie 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  James  C.  Logan 

In  Memory  of  John  Barr,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Pierron 

In  Memory  of  George  Files,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Pierron 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Betty  Teddlie,  given  by  Mrs.  P.  L.  Orendorff 

In  Memory  of  Carolyn  Taylor,  given  by  Swindell  &  Patty  Hodges 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Taylor,  given  by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Shaw 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ada  Mabry,  given  by  Ruth  L.  Hession 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Addie  J.  Mabry,  given  by  Mrs.  K.  G.  Sockrider 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gertrude  Downs,  given  by  Mrs.  Irene  Fuller  &  Richard  Fuller 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Gary  Schmitz,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sam  Derrick 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Gary  Schmitz,  given  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Trainis 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  S.  Peck,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Mary  Margaret  Larson 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Laskey 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Sanders,  R.,  given  by  Emily  Page  &  Families 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Cecil  L.  McManus,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  D.  Smart 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Chester  Dunn,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  D.  Smart 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  David  Wallace,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bennie  J.  Banken 
In  Memory  of  Gordie  A.  Dargan,  given  by  Vidalia  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  R.  L.  Harkins,  Jr.,  given  by  Misses  Rozelle  Fomby  &  Margaret 
Clinton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Arthur,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  E.  Swanson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Butler,  given  by  Mrs.  Tom  Oakley 

In  Memory  of  T.  M.  McKenzie,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  E.  Allred 

In  Memory  of  James  Patrick  Deith,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  A.  Earle  &  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lillie  Fields,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  W.  Fox 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  B.  B.  Hammond,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  H.  Jones 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Owens,  given  by  Athens  United  Methodist  Church 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Wiley  Seward,  given  by  Jackie  Lang 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Caffell,  given  by  Mrs.  Jessie  A.  Dean,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T. 

Hunter  McNeely,  &  Mrs.  P.  A.  Cloutier 
In  Memory  of  Frank  Truman  Neal,  given  by  Miss  Gretchen  Yaunt 
In  Memory  of  Aaron  Dupuy,  given  by  Miss  Gretchen  Yaunt 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Hiser,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Everett  G.  Cathey 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  D.  B.  Boddie,  given  by  Mrs.  Edgar  Johnson  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Roland  Kelly,  given  by  D.  M.  A.  Circle,  Lakeview  UMC, 
Shreveport,  La. 

In  Memory  of  E.  A.  Barker,  given  by  Miss  Norma  L.  Pitts 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Kalil,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Thompson.  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Adolphus  Kelley,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Guy  N.  Lawton 
In  Memory  of  N.  H.  Sawyer,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Boyette  &  Jim 
In  Memory  of  Malcolm  Cox,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ashton  Collier,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dave  Ward 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Johnnie  Ola  Agnew,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  R.  Sessions  &  Aliene 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  B.  Conner,  given  by  Lilly-Woodland  Circle,  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Berlin  E.  Perkins,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Knox 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Kathleen  Chamberlin,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  Kenneth  Dunn 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Shaw  Millikin,  given  by  Rowena  Ramage 
In  Memory  of  Fred  Minard,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  T.  L.  Tannelhill 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mattie  Brook,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  T.  L.  Tannelhill 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Earl  &  Mrs.  Tommy  Carroll,  given  by  Children’s  Class,  Wesley 
Chapel  UMC,  Coushatta,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Josh  Robert  Henley,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  D.  Badgley  III  &  John 
IV 

In  Memory  of  Gary  Lloyd  Henley,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  D.  Badgley  III  &  John 
IV 

In  Memory  of  Chaplain  W.  F.  Beadle,  given  by  the  Congregation  of  Summer  Grove 
UMC,  Shreveport,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  Mac  Abington,  given  by  the  United  Methodist  Women,  Many, 
La. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sadie  Whitly,  given  by  Rev.  Ryan  Horton,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Johnnie  Whitly,  given  by  Rev.  Ryan  Horton,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dan  Sandefur,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herschel  Sandefur 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oscar  Lovell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herschel  Sandefur 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Maude  Perry,  given  by  the  Co-Workers  of  Bill  &  Mearl  Perry 
In  Memory  of  Kelton  Killgore,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  L.  Orendorff 


From  the  superintendent . . » 

EASTER  1975 

Easter  is  the  time  of  new  Life  and  new  important  that  our  Children’s  Home  be 
Hope,  and  it  brings  our  thoughts  to  equipped  and  able  to  help  these  children 
caring.  We  are  made  more  aware  of  express,  and  come  to  terms  with  their 
powers  beyond  ourselves.  We  experience  inner  feelings  and  adapt  to  the  reality  of 
the  great  compassion  of  man  to  men.  We 
all  remember  the  times  many  in¬ 
dividuals  have  cared  for  us. 

This  Easter,  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  gives  you  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  invest  in  caring.  Our 
program  is  helping  youth  realize  that 
someone  cares  for  them.  When  this  great 
message  of  hope  and  help  gets  across  to 
them,  many  are  able  to  break  the  failure 
attitude.  They  are  learning  through  our 
care,  and  yours,  that  they  can  succeed. 

It  is  no  longer  adequate  to  just  help 
families  by  taking  their  children  into  our 
care.  During  the  past  few  years  we  have 
been  steadily  working  toward  offering 
the  services  that  troubled  children  and 
their  families  need.  Our  children  in  1975 
are  more  likely  to  possess  health  and 
behavior  problems.  It  is  extremely 

All  in 
the  family 

By  REV.  DOUG  WILLIAMS,  JR., 

Chaplain 

What  came  to  your  mind  as  you  read 
the  above  title?  If  you  are  a  television 
viewer  you  probably  thought  of  a  popular 
Saturday  evening  comedy  series.  But 
“All  In  the  Family”  means  something 
more  to  a  group  of  senior  high  school  kids 
at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home.  For 
them,  “All  In  the  Family”  is  the  name  of 
their  Sunday  evening  fellowship  group. 

The  group  grew  out  of  a  Sunday  evening 
recreation  and  Bible  study  program  that 
began  in  September  1974.  The  Sunday 
evening  programs  were  offered  with  the 
hope  of  attracting  those  senior  high 
young  people  who  were  not  attending  the 
UMY  activities  at  a  local  church.  The 
Sunday  night  activities  soon  attracted  a 
group  of  regular  attenders.  By  late 
November  the  teenagers  decided  that 
they  should  choose  a  name  for  the  group 
and  elect  officers.  Several  names  were 
tossed  about  and  “All  in  the  Family” 
seemed  to  be  the  one  that  held  the  most 
meaning  for  the  young  people.  By  this 
time  the  regular  attenders  were 
beginning  to  think  of  themselves  as  a 
family  group  and  they  wanted  a  name 
which  would  express  their  feelings. 

Officers  chosen  were:  Mary  Kramer, 

President;  Elaine  Bullard,  Vice 
President;  Mae  Broome,  Secretary- 
Treasurer;  and  John  Boyle,  Master-at- 
Arms.  Some  of  the  activities  of  the  group 
have  been  an  adventure  weekend  retreat 
and  a  youth  led  Christmas  Communion 
for  the  entire  campus.  The  young  people 
recently  decided  to  send  the  offering 
taken  at  the  Christmas  Communion  to 
The  Christian  Children’s  Fund  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Virginia.  The  money  will  help  to 
pay  for  clothing  and  feeding  needy 
children  throughout  the  world. 


In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lillie  Fields,  given  by  Elsie  Pullen  SS  Class,  Vivian,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Effie  Downs,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Warren  A.  Downs  &  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Walsworth 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Upshaw,  given  by  Kandy  L.  Ewing 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  W.  A.  Cheshire,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Morgan  Sumrall,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hamilton  Don  Bickham 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Jake  McGee,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hamilton  Don  Bickham 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Willie  Babington  McNair,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hamilton  Don 
Bickham 

In  Memory  of  Joe  Enid  Carruth,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Carruth 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bertie  Sandefer,  given  by  Mrs.  Belmont  Townsend 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Frank  Brewer,  given  by  Mrs.  Belmont  Townsend 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Ada  E.  Sanderson,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  P.  Melton  &  Mrs.  Ruby 
Manheim 

In  Memory  of  Sam  Mayes,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dave  H.  Hammond 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Kalil,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  D.  Stodghill 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Johansen,  given  by  Sam,  John  &  Gabriel  Brown 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  Gray  Noe,  given  by  Anna  Gray  Noe  SS  Class,  First  UMC, 
Monroe,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Katie  Osborne,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  P.  Clower 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Williamson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  K.  Tillotson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  W.  Samford,  given  by  Staff,  Morehouse  Parish  Tax 
Assessor’s  Office 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Will  Cheshire,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Warren  S.  White 
In  Memory  of  Malcolm  Cox,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Warren  S.  White 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  George  Kalil,  Sr.,  given  by  Lyman  &  Sity  Gladney 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Marvin  H.  Sawyer,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Boyette  &  Jim 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Townsend,  given  by  Willie  &  Bertha  Allen 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  Paul  Carroll’s  Father,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Willie  Allen 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jack  Cappel,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Kelley 
In  Memory  of  Nanee  White,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Flynn 
In  Memory  of  Carolyn  Jordan,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Flynn 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A.  Kilpatrick,  given  by  Mrs.  D.  R.  Richardson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  Golson  Roy,  given  by  Mrs.  D.  R.  Richardson 
In  Memory  of  Robert  Frantom,  given  by  Mrs.  D.  R.  Richardson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Marvin  Hersey  Sawyer,  given  by  Mrs.  Hadley  Leavell 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Allen  T.  Turpin,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Hadley  Leavell 
In  Memory  of  Harold  Wolfe,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  G.  Sisson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Goldie  Jones,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  B.  Crothers 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  P.  C.  Thomas,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  W.  McDonald,  Jr.,  & 
Family 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Fitts,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  W.  Roy,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Melton,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Merril  Dodd,  &  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  M.  Moore 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Audrey  Hartman,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  F.  Lee 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Howard  Davis,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  I.  Breithaupt 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Frank  Brewer,  given  by  Walter  Vernon,  Helen  Rector  &  Ethie 
Vernon 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Arlo  Head,  given  by  Mrs.  Aura  Smith 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Goldie  Jones,  given  by  Luther  Denham,  Jr.,  Nell  Denham 
Hammons  &  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  L.  Denham 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Hutchinson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  L.  Denham 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  O.  B.  Owens,  by  “One  Whom  He  Helped” 

In  Memory  of  DeWitt  Head  and  Arlo  Head,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  J.  Pierron,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mary  Hiser,  given  by  T.  E.  Wimberly 

In  Memory  of  Joleen  Hennigan,  given  by  Rita  &  Emmett  Hendricks 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jennie  Spencer,  given  by  Pearl  &  Velpo  Guess,  David  &  Barry 


their  ljves. 

However,  their  individual  and  suc¬ 
cessful  lives  are  made  possible  by  your 
involvement.  Your  involvement  through 
the  many  avenues  at  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  demonstrates  to  all 
your  full  understanding  of  the  Easter 
redemption  message. 

Iam  grateful  for  this  opportunity  to 
communicate  with  you  at  this  Season  of 
Hope  and  Joy.  Your  Home  appreciates 
all  that  you  are  doing  for  the  cause  of 
children  and  youth. 

Your  United  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  is  on  the  threshold  of  its  greatest 
service.  Methodists  and  other  good 
friends  have  helped  to  bring  us  to  this 
day.  Through  your  gifts  to  the  Home  you 
also  share  your  life,  your  love  and  your 
compassion  with  boys  and  girls  who  need 
you. 

MCH  student 
attends  LSU 
symposium 

My  New  Year  began  with  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  and  educational  trip  to  the 
Louisiana  Junior  Science  and 
Humanities  Symposium.  The  symposium 
was  held  January  2-4  on  the  LSU  campus 
in  Baton  Rouge  and  was  sponsored  by  the 
United  States  Army.  A  group  of  twelve 
students  from  the  Ruston  High  School 
Science  Club  attended.  All  students  at¬ 
tending  were  housed  in  Pleasant  Hall, 
which  is  the  University  guest  facility. 
Events  of  the  symposium  included  a  talk 
and  film  on  the  Continental  Drift,  a  visit 
to  the  planetarium,  tours  of  the  research 
facilities  of  several  LSU  departments, 
and  a  banquet.  As  a  culminating  activity, 
several  students  presented  papers,  and 
awards  were  given  for  their 
achievement.  Ruston  High  School  was 
especially  honored  as  one  of  its  students 
received  the  top  award  and  a  scholar¬ 
ship. 

Mary  Kramer 


CO  o 
X  m 
*3  Z 
m  -h 
<  m 
m  z 
-o  > 
O  -n 
■jo  < 
H 

O 

o 


X  m  r* 
m  73  o 
►*  o 
r-  o  3 

hQ  TJ 
03  *-h 
73  n  XI 
>  > 

7)  r- 
-<  co 

O  -4 


>  O 
73  ^ 
H  O 
2  m 
m  x 
z  > 

—i  73 


CEt* 


not  t< 


Subscriptions 

'HE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
>  published  each  Friday, 
ost  of  a  single  subscription 
5  $3.00  per  year, 
end  all  subscription 
Jauests  to: 

REA  PROVOST 
.14  American  Bank  Building 
K)  Carondelet  St. 
ew  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 


The 


MAS  26  idia 


OUT 


Louisiana 


111  II  IK1I 


United 


VOLUME  3  NUMBER  15 


An  edition  of  The  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  28. 1975 


The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  is  read  weekly  by 
more  than  12,000  United 
Methodist  families. 


Bishop’s  Message 

We  have  cause  for  rejoicing.  The  first  new  United  Methodist  Church  in  nine 
years  in  Louisiana  will  begin  in  the  not  too  distant  future.  Already,  nine 
dedicated  pastors  and  faithful  lay  people  are  surveying  the  region  where  the 
church  is  to  be  established,  and  the  group  is  in  the  process  of  acquiring  a  site. 
The  new  church  is  to  be  located  in  the  Hammond  District  under  the  direction  of 
the  District  Superintendent,  the  Reverend  William  P.  Fraser,  and  Mr.  Tom 
Matheny,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  extension  of  congregations  within  the  district. 
Mr.  Matheny  is  also  our  Conference  Lay  Leader.  I  want  to  send  my  heartiest 
congratulations  to  the  people  of  the  Hammond  District  and  to  all  the  persons 
who  are  in  any  way  instrumental  in  this  effort.  Two  years  ago  our  conference 
resurrected  a  church  that  had  been  dead  for  40  years,  and  now  we’re  growing 
again  and  developing  a  new  congregation.  Let  us  give  this  new  Hammond 
District  project  enthusiastic  support. 

I  want  to  urge  especially  that  pastors,  lay  leaders,  and  others  in  local 
congregations  give  hearty  support  to  the  One  Thousand  Club.  The  One 
Thousand  Club,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Herbert  C.  Moffett  and  others,  has 
afforded  a  real  source  of  strength  for  Methodism  in  the  state  of  Louisiana.  I 
know  of  nothing  that  is  more  worthy  of  your  support  than  this.  Let  every  person 
that  is  a  part  of  the  One  Thousand  Club,  rally  and  make  his  contribution,  and  let 
every  charge  enlist  people  in  support  of  the  One  Thousand  Club.  The  future  of 
our  expanding  congregations  —  and  several  are  now  envisioned  —  is  dependent 
upon  the  support  of  this  club.  Therefore,  I  am  hoping  that  every  pastor  will  give 
earnest  attention  and  support,  and  that  every  lay  person  will  be  a  part  of  this 
mighty  program. 


Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


J.  Woodrow  Hearn  is 
delegate  to  World 
Council  meet  in  Africa 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  pastor  of  the 
,nj  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  has  been 
designated  as  one  of  twenty-two  official 
^  representatives  to  the  World  Council  of 
f  M  Churches  meeting  in  Nairobi,  Africa  next 
k  ■■m  summer.  The  twenty-two  delegates  of  the 

I  ■:l  UMC  come  from  India,  the  Philippines, 
£$  Latin  America,  Europe,  and  North 
1  *  «  Tf  M& America.  These  representatives  will 

A  y  y  voice  the  hopes,  the  aspirations  of  United 

Ql  W  ]  J  Methodists  as  they  speak  to  the 

Y  i  remainder  of  the  mainline  Christian 

^  J  This  is  the  first  opportunity  in  history 

I  M  Jfij  for  a  Louisianian  to  represent  us  to  the 
Bk  v  if  jfll  World  Council.  Our  conference  and  our 

;  region  are  honored  that  Doctor  Hearn 

has  been  so  selected  and  we  are  pleased 
*j)  that  Doctor  Hearn’s  known  soundness 
;  will  become  a  factor  in  world-wide  Chris¬ 

tian  consultations. 


J.  Woodrow  Hearn 


Ground  is  broken  for  Southern  University 
Wesley  Foundation  Building 


Around  our  Conference 


“It  was  a  great  moment  for  those  of  us 
who  were  involved  in  giving  birth  to  this 
campus  ministry  ...”  remarked  the 
Rev.  Douglas  L.  McGuire.  He  was 
speaking  of  the  ground-breaking 
ceremony  for  the  Wesley  Foundation 
building  held  on  March  9  on  the  Southern 


University  campus,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  building  has  been  in  the  planning 
stages  for  three  years,  and  many  persons 
have  contributed  to  the  planning  and 
work  involved  in  bringing  an  idea  into 
reality. 


St.  Matthew’s  Church,  Metairie,  held  a 
“Work-Day”  at  the  church  on  March  22. 
All  men  of  the  church  were  invited  to  fix¬ 
up,  clean-up,  paint-up,  spruce-up  the 
church  buildings.  The  project  was  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Board  of  Trustees’ 
chairman,  Rodney  Schiltz.  William  F. 
Mayo  is  pastor. 


treasurer;  and  Charles  Niblack, 
program  chairman.  Pastor  is  James  O. 
Evans. 


Garland  C.  Dean,  pastor  of  Morn- 
ingside-Stonewall  UM  churches, 
Shreveport  has  accepted  an  invitation  to 
appear  on  the  program  “Your  Pastor,”  a 
TV  presentation  of  KSLA.  He  will  be  on 
the  early  morning  devotional  program 
April  7-11. 


The  Women  in  Action  Methodist 
Women  of  .First  UM  Church,  Arcadia, 
recently  held  a  covered  dish  supper  and 
“Old  Fashion  Sing.”  The  “Sing” 
program  has  proven  popular  with  the 
women  of  the  church.  Methodist  Men  of 
the  church  are  also  busy  with  their  ac¬ 
tivities  (and  sometimes  invite  their 
wives  to  participate!) 


UMW  of  Gonzales  UM  Church  at  their 
March  meeting,  featured  Mrs.  Mathile 
Abramson  who  presented  films  of  Israel 
taken  on  a  recent  trip-tothe  Holy  Lands. 
The  UMW  also  participated  in  a  World 
Day  of  Prayer  observance  held  at  St. 
John’s  Catholic  Church  in  nearby 
Prairieville. 


Pictured  during  ground-breaking  services  for  Southern  University's  Wesley 
Foundation  building,  are,  from  left:  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge 
District  Superintendent:  Dr.  Matthew  Crawford,  head  of  the  math  department  and 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  WF  at  the  University;  the  Rev.  George 
Calvin,  pastor  of  Camphor  UM  Church;  the  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  Wesley 
Foundation  Director;  D.  L.  McGuire,  former  Baton  Rouge  district  superintendent 
when  Wesley  Foundation  was  formed,  now  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UM  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Rev.  J.  Taylor  Wall 
dies  suddenly 

The  Rev.  J.  Taylor  Wall  of  the  Ray- 
ville-Holly  Ridge  Charge  died  suddenly 
in  Rayville  on  March  23rd. 

Mr.  Wall  had  served  for  27  years  as  a 
pastor  in  the  North  Texas  and  Louisiana 
Annual  Conferences,  22  years  of  which 
were  spent  in  Louisiana. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in 
Rayville  by  Monroe  District  Super¬ 
intendent  Clyde  Frazier  and  the  Revs. 
William  Haskell  and  R.  L.  Strong  on 
March  24.  Burial  took  place  in  Shreve¬ 
port  on  March  25. 


Dan  R.  Allen,  a  member  of  Noel 
Church,  Shreveport,  and  a  student  in  St. 
Paul’s  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  was  recommended  by  the  Charge 
Conference  of  his  church  for  a  License  to 
Preach.  The  Noel  Church  notes  that  this 
makes  a  total  of  four  from  the  church 
who  are  now  in  theological  training. 
Other  members  of  that  church  are  Albert 
Trickett,  Rusty  Simmons,  and  David 
Trickett.  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway  is 
senior  pastor. 


“Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial”  was 
observed  jointly  by  United  Methodist 
Women  of  First  and  Wesley  UM  Chur¬ 
ches  in  the  DeRidder  area.  This 
significant  event  was  attended  by  a  large 
number  from  each  of  the  churches. 

Lasseigne  Memorial  UM,  LaPlace,  has 
an  active  UMW  group  which  engages  in 
many  service  projects.  A  recent 
“cleaning  day”  at  the  church  proved 
successful.  There  was  a  morning  and 
afternoon  “shift”  of  workers! 


Dulac  Community  Center 
is  eligible  for 
General  Advance  gifts 

Dulac  Community  Center  is  now 
eligible  for  General  Advance  gifts  from 
churches,  districts,  conferences,  and 
individuals,  according  to  information 
received  from  the  Rev.  Spiller  Milton, 
director  of  the  community  center. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  General 
Advance  Committee,  which  is  related  to 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  ap¬ 
proval  was  given  for  all  community 
centers  to  receive  General  Advance 
Special  status.  Dulac  is  one  of  these 
centers. 

Mr.  Milton  notes  that  churches  sending 
funds  through  the  channels  of  the 
General  Advance  will  receive  credit. 
This  approval  does  not  affect  the  Con¬ 
ference  Advance  Special  status  of  Dulac. 
Conference  Advance  is  considered  local 
funding  and  needs  no  approval  from  the 
national  body  nor  does  National  approval 
supersede  Conference  approval.  All 
Advance  gifts  from  Louisiana  churches 
will  still  be  considered  Conference 
Advance  Specials  and  will  be  handled  in 
that  manner. 


Methodist  Men  of  St.  Bernard-Arabi 
UM  Church  are  an  active  group,  meeting 
monthly  to  enjoy  good  food,  fellowship 
and  outstanding  programs.  Recently 
elected  officers  of  the  group  include: 
Wendell  Odom,  president;  Richard 
Delacroix,  vice-president;  James 
Edenfield,  secretary;  Myles  Mashburn, 

Rev.  Alton  A.  McKnight 
dies  at  Rayville 

The  Rev.  Alton  A.  McKnight  of 
Rayville  died  on  March  12.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  Rayville  on 
March  14.  and  he  was  buried  at 
Franklinton. 


United  Methodist  Women  of  Henning 
Memorial  Church  are  planning  a  tour  of 
three  United  Methodist  Mission  projects 
on  April  1.  They  will  visit  Sager-Brown 
School  in  Baldwin;  MacDonell  Home  in 
Houma;  and  Dulac  Indian  Mission, 
Dulac.  . 

Orphan  children  of  South  Viet  Nam 
were  recipients  of  the  regular  Second 
Sunday  offering  received  through  Sun¬ 
day  School  classes  of  University  UM 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Lamar  E.  Smith  is 
Senior  Minister;  Randal  James  is 
associate. 

A  Lay  Witness  Mission  will  be  held  at 
DeQuincey  UM  Church  April  11-13. 
Coordinator  is  Buddy  Mann  from  West 
Monroe.  General  chairman  for  the 
DeQuincey  event  is  Donnis  Hines.  Byrd 
L.  Terry  is  pastor. 


Betty  Carlin,  a  member  of  First  UMC 
Church,  Eunice,  was  presented  the 
“Lady  of  the  Year”  award  by  the  Beta 
Sigma  Phil  sororities  of  Eunice.  This 
award  was  based  on  her  service  to 
church  and  community. 


Natchitoches  wWe  Care” 
Mission  is  well  received 


Grace  UM  Church,  Ruston,  has  named 
Mrs.  Pat  Staggs  full  time  Youth  Director 
and  Director  of  Christian  Education. 
Mrs.  Staggs  recently  moved  to  Ruston, 
after  having  been  a  member  of  Eros  UM 
Church  and  Home  Demonstration  Agent 
for  Jackson  Parish. 


The  Retired  Corner 

“Life  Style” 

By  BENTLEY  SLOANE 

From  the  active  ministry  to  the  retired 
status  requires  adjustment  in  life  style: 
more  unstructured  time;  more  hours  at 
home;  less  formal  dress;  less  status 
among  peers;  more  hours  within 
shouting  distance  of  spouse;  n)ore 
contemplation  of  food.  And  less  money. 

But  the  new  life  style  emerges  out  of 
the  old  life  style.  Each  brings  to 
retirement  his  total  self  already  con¬ 
ditioned  by  deep  seated  habits,  attitudes, 
eccentricities,  prejudices,  convictions 
and  notions.  This  is  quite  a  package,  but 
it  is  you.  This  is  the  you  that  is  retiring, 
not  a  new  you  one  week  later.  If  you  have 
learned  to  change,  to  grow,  to  be  open, 
objective  and  creative  in  your  life  and 
ministry,  retirement  will  be  another 
happy  adventure.  Does  all  this  add  up  to 
spiritual? 

P.S.  Let’s  not  everybody  retire  at  65. 
6ur  pension  may  not  stand  it! 


Twenty-five  ministers  were  present  for 
a  “We  Care”  Mission  held  at  First  UM 
Church,  Natchitoches,  March  2-4. 
Chairman  for  the  event  was  S.  B.  (Sonny) 
Evans,  Jr.,  assisted  by  the  host  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr. 

The  Mission  began  with  an  orientation 
of  ministers,  followed  by  a  church  family 
gathering  which  included  supper  and 
small  group  discussions  of  “What  Is  the 


Church?”  The  worship  service  involved 
witness  by  some  of  the  participating 
ministers. 

The  schedule  was  similar  for  each  of 
the  succeeding  evenings.  A  special 
highlight  of  the  three-day  event  was 
visitation  in  individual  homes  by  the 
ministers. 

The  church  family  expressed  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  enthusiasm  for  the  mission. 


Membe-s  of  St.  Mark’s  UM  Church, 
Monroe,  featured  a  program  on 
Evangelism  at  a  recent  Family  Night 
Supper.  A  round  table  discussion  cen¬ 
tered  around  the  role  of  each  person  as 
an  Evangelist  in  the  church  and  com¬ 
munity.  L.  G.  Wilson,  pastor,  reports  this 
stimulating  event. 


St.  Paul’s  UM  Church,  Monroe, 
recently  honored  retired  persons  of  the 
congregation  and  community  with  a 
spring  luncheon. 


Wesley  Chapel  Church  has  made  a 
contribution  of  $75  to  the  Dial-A-Prayer 
project  in  the  community.  The  Methodist 
Men’s  Bible  Class  of  Homer  UM  Church 
is  also  supporting  this  widely-used  en¬ 
deavor.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid  is  pastor. 


Pictured  above  are  some  of  the  ministers  at  the  "We  Care "  Mission  orientation 
session  at  First  UM  Church,  Natchitoches.  Host  pastor,  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  led  the 
session. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Offering  Is  Easter  Sunday 

Spring  offering  for  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home,  Ruston,  will  be  received 
this  Sunday  (Easter).  There  are  two 
scheduled  offerings  each  year  for  the 
Home,  considered  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
in  our  state  and  conference  caring  for 
young  people. 

This  is  our  Home,  serving  a  Christian 
need,  ministering  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
This  is  the  time  when  we  can  contribute, 
according  to  individual  ability,  to  this 
worthy  endeavor. 


Conference  on  Living 
In  The  Now  to  be 
held  in  New  Orleans 


A  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  on  “LIVING  IN  THE  NOW”  will 
be  held  at  First  UM  Church,  New  Orleans 
April  24  through  April  27.  The  Rev.  Carey 
Martin,  Chairman  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship,  which 
is  sponsoring  the  conference,  indicates 
that  brochures  have  been  mailed  to 
churches  describing  the  program,  and 
more  details  will  be  published  in  this 
newspaper. 

This  meeting  is  being  sponsored,  also, 
by  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Council  on  Evangelism.  The  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship  of 
the  general  Board  of  Discipleship  is 
providing  consultation. 

The  conference  will  begin  with  a 
District  Evangelistic  Rally  on  Thursday, 
April  24,  featuring  an  address  by  Bishop 


Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.  Resident  Bishop  of  the 
Charlotte,  N.C.  Area.  Registration 
begins  that  afternoon  at  two  o’clock. 

In  addition  to  speeches  and  dialogue 
participation,  several  workshops  are 
scheduled.  These  include:  PRAYER 
NOW,  Maxie  Dunnam;  HOLY  SPIRIT 
NOW,  Worth  Gibson;  THE  FAMILY 
NOW,  G.  Weldon  Gatlin:  CHURCH 
GROWTH  NOW,  Edmund  W.  Robb; 
METHODS  FOR  EFFECTIVE  EVAN¬ 
GELISM,  AND  TEACHING  CON¬ 
FIRMATION  CLASSES. 

Single  registration  fee  is  $10; 
registration  for  husband  and  wife  is  $15. 
Please  send  registration  form  and  fee  to: 
Dr.  George  W.  Ross,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  3401  Canal  Street, 
New  Orleans,  La.  70119. 


Mooringsport:  small  membership 
church  has  a  mission 


By  L.  RAY  BRANTON 

With  a  total  membership  of  150,  and  a 
working  membership  of  50,  Mooringsport 
UM  Church,  Mooringsport,  Louisiana,  is 
engaged  in  many  and  varied  activities, 
both  in  the  community  and  in  its 
outreach. 

Look  at  the  community  of 
Mooringsport,  and  you  will  see  the 
Church  at  work!  This  “work”  includes 
sponsoring  a  "We  Care”  program  for  the 
elderly,  sick  and  shut-ins,  and  those 
living  alone.  Everyone  of  these  persons  is 
contacted  weekly  to  see  that  their  needs 
are  met,  and  once  monthly  a  luncheon  is 
held  to  honor  all  of  the  participants  in  the 
program.  These  luncheons  are  sponsored 
alternately  by  the  United  Methodist  and 
Baptist  churches. 

The  Church’s  facilities  are  used  con¬ 
stantly.  The  Christian  Men’s  Fellowship 
meets  there  monthly,  and  this 
organization  has  brought  outstanding 
speakers  and  programs  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  A  weekly  Bible  Study  is  held  in 
the  church  for  women  of  Mooringsport 
and  surrounding  communities.  Twice 
weekly  a  Prayer  Group  is  held  in  the 
chapel  and  is  open  to  everyone. 

But  the  Church’s  outreach  goes  fur¬ 
ther.  Hospital  equipment  and  sick  room 
supplies  donated  by  members  are  kept  in 
a  central  location  and  are  available  on 
loan  for  those  needing  them.  United 
Methodist  Women  visit  persons  in  the 
Nursing  Home  in  Vivian  and  take  gifts 
and  provide  recreation  each  month.  Shut- 
ins  in  Mooringsport  are  given  devotional 
material;  and  attractive  quilts  have  been 
made  and  donated  to  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  at  Ruston.  All  ladies  of 
the  community  are  invited  to  join  UMW’s 
special  study  groups.  The  church 
sponsors  a  radio  program  every  third 
Sunday  on  a  Vivian  station,  and  once 
each  month,  the  Rev.  Dan  Grove,  pastor 


Mooringsport  Church 

of  Mooringsport  Church,  conducts  a 
religious  service  at  the  Vivian  Nursing 
Home. 

The  young  people  of  the  church  {day  an 
important  part  in  the  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Each  year  the  graduating 
seniors  are  presented  with  a  Bible, 
donated  by  the  church,  and  with  a  gift 
from  UMW.  For  the  past  five  years  the 
UMY,  with  their  adult  sponsors,  have 
gone  on  summer  Mission  Projects. 
Young  people  also  play  the  organ  and 
piano  for  each  church  service,  and  many 
of  them  sing  in  the  choir. 

Church  School  classes  sponsor  a 
visitation  program,  donate  a  Bible-a- 
Month  through  the  American  Bible 
Society,  have  shares  in  the  Southwest 
Indian  School,  assist  the  pastor  in  plans 
and  preparation  for  Family  Night  din¬ 
ners,  and  participate  in  the  total  life  of 
the  church. 

How  is  all  of  this  possible?  Without 
prayer,  cooperation,  love  and  deep 
concern  for  others  .  .  .  and  without  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  this  small 
congregation  could  not  accomplish  its 
multi-faceted  goals. 


Lafeeview  United 
Methodist  Junior 
High  School  Age 
(Shreveport)  won 
the  Church  League 
as  undefeated 
champions.  They 
have  also  won  a 
church  league 
tournament.  Shown 
here,  they  are, 
standing,  from  left: 

W.  E.  Nolan,  pas¬ 
tor;  Billy  Tittle; 
Kevin  Burk;  Steve 
Hodge;  Joey  Bur- 
rough;  Lloyd  Car¬ 
ter,  Coach.  Kneeling, 


Meet  the  champs 


wfthodist 


Don  Netherton. 


(Michael  Bonner,  a  team  member,  was  absent  when  the  picture  was  taken.) 

Port  Barre  couple  celebrate 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  in  church 


When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C.  Dunbar 
celebrated  their  50th  Wedding 
Anniversary  at  their  church,  Port  Barre 
UM,  they  were  joined  by  members  and 
friends  who  saw  them  renew  their  nuptial 
vows  at  morning  worship.  The  Dunbars 
had  been  married  in  1925  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Branch,  La. 

An  unusual  part  of  the  reaffirmation 


vows  by  couples  who  are  friends  of  the 
Dunbars.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  D.  Bruner,  Sr., 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Bihm,  also 
celebrating  their  Golden  Wedding 
Anniversaries,  gave  the  triple  ceremony 
a  total  of  150  years  of  marital  emphasis! 

The  entire  celebration  took  place  at  the 
Port  Barre  Church.  The  Rev.  John  Guyre 


Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  C.  Dunbar, 
Port  Barre  couple, 
celebrated  50  years 
of  Christian  mar¬ 
riage. 
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Easter  must  begin  with  the  cross 


Christ  the  Lord  is  risen  today,  Alleluia! 
Sons  of  men  and  angels,  say, 

Alleluia ! 

Raise  your  joys  and  triumphs  high, 
Alleluia! 

Sing  ye  heavens,  and  earth  reply, 
Alleluia! 

Love’s  redeeming  work  is  done,  Alleluia! 
Fought  the  fight,  the  battle  won,  Alleluia! 
Death  in  vain  forbids  him  rise,  Alleluia! 
Christ  has  opened  paradise,  Alleluia! 
Soar  we  now  where  Christ  has  led, 
Alleluia! 

Following  our  exalted  Head,  Alleluia! 
Made  like  him,  like  him  we  rise.  Alleluia ! 
Ours  the  cross,  the  grave,  the  skies. 
Alleluia! 

These  words  will  echo  throughout 
thousands  of  sanctuaries  this  Sunday  as 
millions  of  Christians  throughout  the 
world  gather  to  celebrate  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus. 

No  one  can  deny  the  exhilaration  that 
accompanies  the  newness  of  spring  and 
the  sheer  numbers  of  people  involved  in 
Easter  worship  services.  But,  spring  and 
numbers  aside,  with  what  un¬ 
derstandings  and  commitments  do  we 
approach  Easter  1975? 

There  are  at  lehst  three  mistaken 
attitudes  we  may  take  into  this  joyous 
celebration. 

First,  it  is  possible  for  us  to  approach 
Easter  as  no  more  than  a  tradition  which 
we  follow  because  it  always  is  followed. 
If  approached  this  way,  we  will  simply  go 
through  the  motions  of  worship  without 
experiencing  anew  the  reality  and  power 
of  the  resurrection. 

Second,  Easter  can  easily  become  no 
more  than  the  remembrance  of  an  event 
which  took  place  long  ago.  The  Christian 
faith  is  grounded  in  God’s  reaching  out  to 
a  lost  world  through  the  life,  death  and 
resurrection  of  Jesus.  But  that  event  is 
more  than  something  to  be  remembered ; 
God  still  reaches  out  to  a  lost  world  with 
the  Christian  message  through  the  lives 
of  those  who  have  experienced  the 
transforming  power  of  the  risen  Christ. 

Third,  it  is  both  possible  and  very 
tempting  for  Christians  today  to  focus  on 
the  triumphant  joy  of  the  resurrection 
without  recalling  the  stark  trauma  of  the 
cross.  Had  Jesus  not  lived  a  life  faithful 
to  God’s  call,  including  the  call  of  the 


Here  I  Stand 


MARCH  28. 1975 


How  my  mind  is  changing 


By  JOHN  V.  MOORE 

Your  recent  articles  and  editorials  on 
human  sexuality  have  pressed  me  to  re¬ 
flect  upon  changes  in  my  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  sexuality,  the  authority  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  and  faithful  discipleship. 

Racism  and  sexism  are  deeply  im¬ 
bedded  within  us.  Our  culture  conditions 
our  attitudes  toward  sexuality  beginning 
wijh  our  first  breath.  My  country,  my 
church,  my  social  class,  my  family  have 
shaped  me,  and  planted  within  me 
powerful  and  persistent  attitudes  toward 
human  sexuality.  Nevertheless,  my 
understanding  has  changed  significantly 
during  the  past  decade.  1  am  still  in¬ 
tegrating  experiences  and  ideas.  I  an¬ 
ticipate  that  my  mind  will  continue 
changing. 

In  1962 1  was  appointed  pastor  of  Glide 
Church  in  San  Francisco.  We  went  to  the 
city  as  others  have  gone  to  similar 
downtown  churches.  I  never  anticipated 
the  choices  which  would  confront  me 
there  as  a  pastor  and  a  human  being.  In 
making  those  choices,  I  lived  with  the 
commandment  to  love,  and  the  call  to 
seek  the  truth. 

The  change  in  my  understanding  began 
with  a  consultation  on  homosexuality  and 
a  sermon  series  on  human  sexuality. 

Within  a  few  weeks  more  people  turned 
to  me  for  pastoral  counseling  related  to 
their  sexual  orientation  than  during  the 
preceding  twenty  years  of  my  ministry..! 
learned  how  ready  people  are  to  turn  to 
pastors  who  are  even  a  little  free  of 
moralism  and  dogmatism. 

A  growing  awareness  of  injustice  one  theory  nor  all  theories  together  can 


moralism  in  churches,  dogmatism  in 
healing  professions,  and  a  hostile  society. 
They  had  come  to  terms  with  their  sexual 
orientation. 

Many  stereotypes  shattered 

I  saw  every  stereotype  in  my  office,  or 
in  meetings,  or  walking  down  the  streets. 
But  for  every  person  who  matched  the 
stereotypes,  I  came  to  know  ten  others 
who  shattered  these  same  stereotypes. 

I  have  counseled  with  disturbed  men 
and  women,  both  homosexual  and 
heterosexual.  Fiction  cannot  expand 
upon  the  bizarre  sexual  behavior  of  the 
real  world.  Assault,  attack,  cruelty, 
coercion,  destructive  behavior  is  present 
among  people  of  varying  sexual  orien¬ 
tations.  Conversely,  integrity,  gen¬ 
tleness,  strength,  love  were  words  I  had 
to  use  to  describe  qualities  of  character 
of  many  whom  I  had  come  to  know  who 
were  homosexual. 

Were  t^iese  people  with  whom  I  worked 
and  prayed,  who  were  physically 
healthy,  who  were  creative  and 
productive  on  their  jobs,  who  related  as 
whole  persons  to  others,  but  whose 
sexual  orientation  was  different  from 
most,  were  they  sick?  If  they  were,  then 
"sick”  had  to  be  redefined. 

I  had  to  ask  myself,  “If  these  friends 
were  fixated  in  their  psychosexual 
development,  what  was  the  significance 
of  that  fixation  in  the  light  of  their  func¬ 
tioning  effectively  as  human  beings? 
Freud’s  letter  to  a  mother  indicates  he 
did  not  make  as  much  of  this  fixation  as 
many  do  in  our  time.  I  concluded  long 
ago  that  theories  of  human  growth  and 
behavior  at  best  give  us  clues.  Neither 


cross,  there  woyld  have  been  no 
resurrection. 

It  remains  the  same  today.  The  cross  is 
inevitable  for  those  who  respond  faith¬ 
fully  to  God’s  call.  We  cannot  fully  know 
the  joy  of  the  resurrection  until  we  ex¬ 
perience  the  agony  of  the  cross. 

The  cross  may  come  to  us  in  many 
forms.  In  whatever  form,  it  requires  a 
willingness  to  sacrifice  something  of 
ourselves  for  the  benefit  of  others,  as 
Jesus  did.  It  requires  that  we  be  actively 
concerned  for  the  welfare  of  God’s 
children  everywhere  —  particularly 
those  who  live  in  loneliness,  amid 


poverty,  under  oppression,  or  those 
trapped  by  sins  of  their  own  making. 

So  long  as  anyone  goes  to  bed  hungry 
...  so  long  as  people  anywhere  take  up 
arms  against  one  another  .  .  .  so  long  as 
any  person  is  treated  unjustly  by  other 
people  ...  so  long  as  people  look  to 
themselves  and  the  things  of  this  world 
for  wholeness  instead  of  to  the  all- 
encompassing  grace  of  God,  Christ  still 
bears  the  cross;  so  do  those  who  follow 
him. 

Are  we  prepared,  by  having  borne  the 
cross  of  Christ,  to  reexperience  the 
triumphant  power  of  the  resurrection? 


GCOM  ‘immediate  priorities’  are  worthy  of  support 


An  action  of  historic  importance  took 
place  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  on  March  14  when 
the  United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  set  two  immediate 
churchwide  priorities:  hunger  and  the 
crisis  of  the  ethnic  minority  churches 
(see  TM/  UMR,  March  217: 

The  action  is  historically  significant 
because  it  represents  the  first  time  that 
GCOM  has  used  the  authority  vested  in  it 
by  the  1972  General  Conference  to 
establish  churchwide  priorities  between 
sessions  of  the  General  Conference. 

We  believe  the  GCOM  actions  deserve 
both  commendation  and  support.  Both 
world  hunger  and  the  crisis  faced  by 
United  Methodism’s  ethnic  minority 
congregations  are  at  this  moment  clearly 
in  need  of  churchwide  attention  that  the 
1972  General  Conference  did  not 
specifically  foresee. 

The  hunger  issue  is  widely  recognized 
throughout  the  church  as  one  of  imme¬ 
diate  importance.  The  decision  to 
marshall  the  church’s  resources  into  a 
comprehensive  course  of  short-term  and 
long-term  action  is  clearly  in  order. 

The  ethnic  minority  issue  —  although 
less  known  as  an  issue  by  the  majority  of 
the  church’s  members  —  is  also  urgently 
important.  GCOM’s  decisive  call  for  a 
national  consultation  to  deal  with  the 
unique  problems  faced  by  ethnic 
minorities  within  the  largely  white  UMC 
is  also  clearly  in  order. 

To  delay  action  on  either  of  these  issues 
until  the  General  Conference  meets  in 


1976  would  be  a  gross  waste  of  time  and 
an  injustice  to  people  who  face  im¬ 
mediate  needs. 

By  setting  priorities  for  immediate 
action,  GCOM  has  demonstrated  the  1972 
General  Conference’s  wisdom  in  creating 
it;  and  shown  itself  faithful  both  to  the 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


General  Conference’s  intent  and  the 
church’s  membership. 

We  hope  this  action  represents  a  signal 
that  GCOM  has  now  moved  beyond  its 
own  organizational  struggles  into  a 
position  of  effective,  responsive  leader¬ 
ship  for  our  church. 


An  awareness  of  the  gross  injustice  our 
church  and  society  lays  upon  those  who 
are  homosexual  grew  within  me.  The 
law,  and  even  more  the  enforcement  of 
the  law,  violate  the  civil  liberties,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  dignity,  of  these  in¬ 
dividuals.  The  church  is  best  prepared  to 
begin  relating  to  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  at  the  point  of  justice. 

m  my  pastoral  counseling  Iieltfor  the 
first  time  something  of  the  struggles  and 
pain  of  men  and  women  who  were 
homosexual.  A  young  churchwoman  was 
contemplating  suicide,  because  neither 
she  nor  her  church  would  accept  her.  A 
man  poured  out  his  anger  toward  the 
church  which  had  made  him  hate  him¬ 
self.  Homosexual  preachers  talked  with 
me.  I  counseled  with  a  young  woman  who 
was  preparing  for  marriage.  She  had 
been  raped  repeatedly  by  her  step-father 
when  she  was  five  and  six.  I  wondered 
hbw  she  could  ever  relate  in  a  healthy 
way  to  a  man. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  discovered  that  by 
no  means  are  all  people  miserable 
because  of  their  homosexuality.  I  came 
to  know  many  who  were  living  produc¬ 
tive  and  meaningful  lives  in  spite  of‘ 


do  more  than  shed  some  light  on  the 
complexity  and  mystery  of  human  beings 
and  their  relationships.  The  truth  is 
greater  than  any  one  or  all  of  our  per¬ 
ceptions. 

If  homosexuality  is  an  illness  and/  or  a 
fixation,  doctors  and  therapists  have 
been  ineffective  in  enabling  more  than  a 
few  people  to  change  their  orientation.  It 
is  both  unreasonable  and  unjust  to, 
demand  or  expect  this  change  when 
possibilities  for  change  are  so  slight  for 
most  people,  and  when  the  expense  and 
duration  of  therapy  is  so  prohibitive. 

As  I  reflected  upon  the  demand  that 
those  who  are  homosexual  change  their 
orientation,  I  wondered  how  I  might 
respond  to  a  similar  demand.  For  more 
than  twenty  years,  Barbara  and  I  had 
gone  to  bed  every  night  in  the  same  four- 
poster.  For  a  judge  or  a  preacher  or 
counselor  to  demand  that  I  change  my 
sexual  identification  struck  me  as  ab¬ 
surd.  For  the  police  and  my  fellow 
citizens  to  put  me  in  jail  or  deprive  me  of 
my  job,  I  could  regard  only  as  unjust  and 
cruel. 

It  is  important  that  we  never  place. tdo 
heavy  nor  too  light  an  emphasis  upon  the 


We  have  ears,  but  are  we  able  to  hear? 
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To  the  Editor: 

“You  have  ears,  but  you  will  not  hear.” 

This  is  probably  the  biggest  problem 
facing  the  church  today.  Everyone  of  us 
is  guilty  of  this;  however,  rarely  is  there 
as  crystal  clear  an  example  as  an  ex¬ 
perience  of  ours.  Friends  invited  us  to 
hear  a  special  Human  Relations  Sunday 
speaker  at  their  church.  I  parked  close  to 
the  corner  to  leave  backup  room  to  avoid 
getting  stuck  in  rutty  snow  and  ice.  The 
sermon  focused  upon  our  relationship 
with  our  neighbor  and  put  it  all  together. 

When  we  left  to  go  home,  we  saw  a 
tragic  example  of  ones  who  "had  ears  but 
would  not  hear.”  Their  car  was  parked  6 
inches  behind  ours,  and  by  the  time  they 
arrived,  I  was  huffing  and  puffing  from 
trying  to  dig  frozen  slush  to  free  our  car 
from  the  ruts.  Our  first  efforts  to  free  the 
car  got  us  deeper  into  the  snow  and  ruts. 
The  only  words  of  those  blocking  us  were 
"We’ll  be  out  of  here  in  a  minute.”  No  eye 
contact  or  smile,  no  recollection  of 
congregational  name  tags  reading 
“Human  —  handle  with  care,”  no 
apology  for  blocking  us,  no  thanks  for  my 
pushing  them  when  they  needed  it,  no 
offer  to  push  us  when  we  obviously 
needed  it. 

After  they  hurried  off,  oblivious  to  the 
sermon  about  relationships  with  our 
neighbor,  the  next  person  to  come  out  of 
the  church  "had  ears  and  heard.”  He  was 
very  happy  to  provide  the  pushes  that  got 
us  out. 

While  flagrant  examples  such  as  this 
may  be  rare,  subtle  cases  of  this  problem 
are  what  Christianity  is  trying  to  over- 

William  E.  Marshall 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Women's  Caucus  was 
example  of  church's  ills 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  February  21  report  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Caucus  gave  us  a 
clearer  understanding  of  the  malaise 
troubling  our  church. 

How  beautiful  it  might  have  been  if  our 
U.M.  Women  would  have  come  together 
to  seek  the  empowering  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  dedicating  themselves  to  the  service  of 
Jesus  Christ  instead  of  engaging  in  a  raw 
struggle  for  prominence.  This  kind  of 
behavior  puts  us  right  on  the  bull’s-eye  of 
God’s  judgment  target. 

It  would  seem  to  me  that  any  hope  of 
church  renewal  must  grow  out  of  the 
Biblical  injunction,  “whoever  would  be 
great  among  you  must  be  your  servant” 
(Mark  10:43).  Surely  somewhere  in  our 
great  connectional  church  there  must  be 
a  group  committed  to  the  idea  of  seeking 
first  the  Kingdom  of  God,  knowing  that 
all  other  things  will  be  added  (Matthew 
6:33). 

Thank  you  for  keeping  us  informed. 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Urbana,  Illinois 


Church  boycotts  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

When  didit.become  the  prerogative  of 
the  "chief  priests”  to  tell  church 
members:  what  we  shall  eat,  what  we 
shall  drink,  and  what  we  shall  put  on. 

According  to  articles  in  TM/  UMR,  we 
are  to  eat  no  lettuce  or  grapes,  drink  no 
Gallo  wine,  and  wear  no  Haggar  slacks. 

If  it  is  the  function  of  the  church’s 
hierarchy  to  be  politicians,  let  them  be 
labeled  as  such  and  moved  to 
Washington.  If  they  are  to  be  spiritual 
leaders,  then  it’s  time  for  action  and 
guidance  on  religious  matters.  How 
about  something  more  than  whistling  in 
the  dark  on  church  and  Sunday  School 
membership  and  attendance. 

G.  E.  McElheny 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Harvey  Chinn  articles 
contained  outdated  theory 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  following  with  keen  interest  the 
issue  of  homosexuality  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

I  respectfully  disagree  with  the  in¬ 
formation  submitted  by  the  Rev.  Harvey 
N.  Chinn  in  the  February  28  issue 
"Homosexuality  and  modern 
psychiatry.’’  In  my  opinion  this 
represents  an  out-dated  theory  on  the 
subject  and  is  a  disservice  to  the  church 
and  its  people,  particularly  youth  and 
others  who  desire  to  erase  some  of  the 
damaging  myths  of  the  past.  There  is  no 
one  correct  mold  into  which  each  human 
must  fit;  otherwise,  he  must  bear  the 
stigma  of  being  immoral,  paranoid,  sick 
or  with  some  psychosomatic  disorder. 

I  support  the  recommendation  to 
overturn  the  church’s  ban  on  homosexual 
ministers;  and  secondly,  to  remove  the 
language  from  the  United  Methodist 
■^Discipline”  which  states  that -the 
practice  of  homosexuality  is  "in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian  teaching.”  If 
this  change  is  not  made,  many  will 
continue  to  live  under  a  hypocritical 
cloud  which  no  doubt  does  have  an 
emotional  effect.  Others  will  continue  to 
work  for  their  human  and  civil  rights 
within  the  church  and  society  as  a  whole 

I  sincerely  hope  in  Mr.  Chinn’s  work  in 
relation  to  the  California  State 
Legislature  "on  a  variety  of  moral 
concerns  such  as  alcohol,  marijuana, 
pornography  and  homosexuality,”  he 
speaks  for  himself,  and  not  the  con¬ 
stituency  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Verna  M.  Steele 
Fresno,  California 

/  agree  with  Mr,  Dunnam 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  want  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  the  article  “Human  sexuality  and  the 


Christian  faith”  by  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III  in  the  March  14  issue.  I  think  it  is  one 
of  the  best  articles  I’ve  read  on  the 
subject.  I  agree  very  much  with  what  it 
says. 

Tom  Loper 
Patterson,  California 

Are  reprints  available  of 

series  on  homosexuality? 

To  the  Editor: 

Again  TM/  UMR  has  done  a  first  class 
job  in  the  field  of  information  and 
education  of  people  called  Methodists.  I 
refer  to  the  outstanding  series  of  articles 
by  Harvey  N.  Chinn  on  the  question  of 
homosexuality. 

Let  me  urge  you  to  make  this  four-part 
series  of  articles  available  for  reprint  in 
leaflet  form  for  distribution  generally 
through  some  agency  of  the  church, 
perhaps  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 
Mr.  Chinn  has  done  a  classic  job  of 
research  and  study,  and  his  articles  are 
well  worth  preserving  for  use  in  the  local 
church.  You  deserve  much  appreciation 
for  carrying  this  series.  Thank  you  from 
me  and  others  of  my  congregation  who 
have  expressed  their  appreciation. 

Jessie  A.  Long 
Eden,  Texas 

EDITORS’  NOTE:  Reprints  of  Mr. 
Chinn’s  series  and  Mr.  Dunnam’s  article 
are  now  available  in  booklet  form  at  the 
rate  of  $1.00  for  two  sets;  $5.00 for  15  sets; 
$6.25  for  25  sets;  $20.00  for  100  sets. 
Orders  should  be  sent  to:  REPRINTS, 
TM/  UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 

Amen  to  Part  IH  of  series 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen  and  Amen!  to  Rev.  Harvey  N. 
Chinn’s  article  on  homosexuality  and  the 
Bible  in  March  7  issue. 

Carol  A.  Wood 
Gallatin,  Missouri 

Two  vital  questions  posed 
about  6gay 9  ordination 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  the  question  of 
homosexuality  and  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals,  there  are  two  vital 
questions  that  require  serious  con¬ 
sideration.  These  questions  have  been 
implied,  but  not  specifically  worded  in 
any  of  the  articles  I’ve  read  to  date  in 
TM/  UMR.  These  questions  are: 

(1)  If  homosexuals  are  allowed  to  be 
ordained  and  appointed  to  charges,  how 
many  United  Methodist  members  will 
consider  this  cause  to  transfer  to  other 
denominations? 

(2)  How  many  United  Methodist 
.ministers  would  not  be  willing  to  remain 
a  part  of  tha t  kind  oP ministerial- order 
and  fellowship? 


I  personally  believe  that  the  number  of 
transfers  in  both  areas,  laity  and  clergy, 
would  be  so  substantial  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  would  not  be  able  to 
recover. 

John  S.  Gatewood 
Largo,  Florida 

TM/UMR  editorial  praised; 
Chinn  series  faulted 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  grateful  that  your  paper  has  seen 
fit  not  to  hide  from  the  issue  of 
homosexuality,  but  to  deal  with  it  openly. 
Your  editorial,  “An  issue  that  won’t  go 
away,”  sets  forth  the  situation  rather 
openly.  The  Chinn  series,  however, 
lacked  this  same  tone. 

I  was  hoping  that  Mr.  Chinn  would 
exhibit  the  “extensive  research”  you 
credited  to  him  in  the  preface.  Some 
helpful  history  was  given,  but  one  has  to 
be  suspicious  when  emotional  and  bias 
terms  are  used  in  such  a  presentation.  I 
refer  to  “money  began  to  flow  from  the 
United  Methodist  church  to  homosexual 
causes”  followed  by  a  documenting  of  a 
total  of  only  two  grants  with  a  grand  total 
of  $900. 

Instead  of  condoning  studies,  which  I 
believe  your  editorial  would  support,  Mr. 
Chinn  lumps  such  efforts  together  in 
what  he  calls  "a  softening  up  process  to 
introduce  homosexuality  as  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  part  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.”  Add  to  this  his  statement  that 
“  'Sexual  orientation’  are  (sic)  the  code 
words  of  homosexuality,”  and  it  seems 
quite  clear  that  we  have  not  an  “in¬ 
terpretive  analysis,”  but  someone  with  a 
real  axe  to  grind. 

If  you  chose  Mr.  Chinn  over  some  more 
open  type  analyst  on  the  basis  of  the 
interest  such  a  propaganda-type  ap¬ 
proach  would  bring,  then  possibly  you  did 
the  journalistically  “correct”  thing. 

Peggy  Roth 
Dallas,  Texas 


given  of  our  sexual  orientation,  as  though 
we  were  altogether  responsible  on  the 
one  hand,  or  helpless  victims  on  the 
other.  Possibilities  for  growth  are  always  , 
present.  Choices  confront  us  all. 

A  different  view  of  ‘normalcy’ 

The  concept  of  normalcy  is  a  helpful 
tool  except  when  we  turn  it  into  a  box  for 
confining  people.  The  conclusion  . 
frequently  drawn  from  the  narrow  in- 
terpretation  of  Genesis  is  that  all  humans 
should  marry  and  beget  children.  I 
believe  that  Kinsey’s  spectrum  of  sexual  ’.I 
expression  is  closer  to  the  natural  order  i  J 
than  some  theologians’  rigid  in-  ti 
terpretation  of  the  passage  "Male  and’3 
female  created  He  them.” 

Condescension  is  only  a  little  less 
destructive  than  moralism  and  •' 
dogmatism.  I  was  speaking  in  a  seminar  I ' 
on  sexuality  when  I  realized  that  I  was  h 
saying  that  every  way  of  life  is  second  -k' 
best  to  that  of  marriage  and  rearing  a-d 
family.  As  I  spoke  I  saw  before  me  two 
friends.  Both  had  been  married.  Both  > 
marriges  had  failed  miserably.  These;' 
men  had  lived  together  for  ten  years.-,! 
(Ten  years  later  they  are  still  together.) 
Their  relationship  certainly  was  not.n 
second  best  to  what  their  marriages  had!! 
been.  *.w 

I  am  grateful  for  the  changes  in  our.'t 
time  which  free  men  and  women  from  i 
the  expectation  that  all  will  marry.  > 
Parenthood  is  a  calling  and  all  are  not;, 
called.  When  we  say  "Yes!”  to  this,  we’ll 
do  a  better  job  of  childrearing.  Moreover,  jt 
the  good  news  is  also  for  those  who  are  , 
called  to  fulfillment  in  other  ways  than  in,.  , 
parenting.  ■‘•i 

God  is  our  ultimate  authority 

Since  early  adolescent  the  authority  of  -  ‘ 
Scripture  va/)d  tradition  have  been  in-'J 
ternal.  f  Srm  cteaf  about  the  first  com¬ 
mandment.  The  authority  of  God,  th^  % 
Scriptures  and  the  church. 

The  only  way  in  which  Scripture  and- 
tradition  can  continue  as  living  authority- 
in  our  lives  is  for  us  to-be  continually  in 

dialogue  with  them.  The  _U.S.  Con- _ 

stitution  is  authoritative  for  us.  For  two 
hundred  years  we  have  reinterpreted  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  land,  sometimes 
by  amendment.  We  cannot  amend 
Scripture,  but  tradition  is  living.  The 
Constitution  is  bonded  to  our  story  as 
Americans  even  as  the  Bible  is  bonded  to 
our  story  as  the  people  of  God.  We  con¬ 
tinue  writing  this  story. 

Obviously  I  had  to  deal  with  texts’ 
which  traditionally  have  been  in-’- 
terpreted  as  condemning  homosexual: 
acts.  Biblical  scholarship  is  critical  of  *’ 
common  interpretations  of  some  of  these*; 
passages.  Nevertheless,  I  am  still  per-*’ 
suaded  that  Paul  condemned 
homosexual  acts.  I  disagree  with  his->! 
understanding  of  them  simply  as  per-»  ' 
verse  choices.  I  took  seriously  Paul’s *’ 
opinions  about  homosexual  acts,  but  hb«* 
judgments  did  not  absolve  me  fromO 
taking  seriously  the  findings  of  con*<2_ 
temporary  researchers,  nor  my  own 
experience.  , 

The  Great  Commandment  was  always 
within  me,  bringing  to  consciousness  the; 1 
question:  “What  does  it  mean  to  love-' 
your  brothers  and  sisters?”  Under-.''-* 
standing  God  as  the  Word  who  came  and  1 
dwelt  among  foolish  and  fragile  mortals,1  - 
I  could  not  be  intimidated  to  refrain  from'  / 
relating  with  people  who  were  different* 
from  myself.  I  wan  enabled  to  receive  in/  - 
a  new  way  God’s  treasures  which  always^: 
come  to  us  in  earthen  vessels. 

The  central  issue:  faith 

The  central  issue  for  me  during  those 
years  was  not  sexuality.  Faith  was  the 
issue,  and  Paul  was  a  great  source  of 
strength.  Would  I  with  Abraham  and 
Paul  leave  the  land  of  my  ancestors  for 
the  new  land  of  promise? 

Justification  by  faith,  and 
righteousness  of  faith,  struck  me  with,., 
new  force.  I  saw  the  same  vain  striving"  u 
among  homosexual  brothers  and  sisters  , 
as  I  had  come  to  recognize  so  well  in4' 
others  and  within  myself.  The  claim/,. 
"Gay  is  good!”  may  be  an  affirmation  of  / 
human  dignity,  a  plea  for  acceptance,  the  ’” 
strident  voice  of  a  hurting  and  angry  / 
brother  or  sister,  or  the  pathetic  and  1 
futile  cry  of  self-justification.  ri 

I  saw  men  and  women  dying  within  the 
prison  of  self- justification.  They  became/1  \ 
exhausted  justifying  themselves  before  a  ' 
church  and  society  which  condemned/* 
them  or  called  them  “sick.”  I  saw  others J 
who  had  given  up  self-justification.  They  ( 
trusted  not  in  normalcy  of  sexual  iden-  / 
tificatioh>  nor  in  the  righteousness  of/' 
churches  nor  society,  nor  their  own™ 
righteousness.  Grace  was  given  them  to  ' 
accept  themselves  just  as  they  were.  In, 
that  acceptance  they  were  empowered  to’  1 
grow.  Their  energy  which  had  beentK 
sending  them  deeper  into  the  dungeon,1"1! 
now  went  into  their  work,  responsible  ' 
relationships  and  making  society  more'  v 
humane  for  us  all. 

With  help  from  Paul,  I  learned  in  the// 
situation  in  which  God  had  placed  me,/ 
the  meaning  of  faith  which  Is1’' 
righteousness.  I  had  preached  radical 
faith.  I  had  talked  of  radical  trust.  I  felt  ’ 
the  difference  between  trusting  in  Paul’s 
opinions  or  ray  own,  and  trusting  in  God. 

I  acted  without  certainty  of  the-’ 
wisdom/  folly  of  my  judgments.  I  ex¬ 
perienced  risking  as  inseparable  from- 
faithfulness  to  Christ.  **’ 

Finally,  a  plea.  Pastors,  freedom  from 
moralism  and  dogmatism  releases'- 
powers  of  healing  and  wholeness.  Pray.1; 
for  wisdom  in  the  expectations  you  lay!'.' 
upon  others.  Refuse  to  put  walls  around 
possibilities  for  growth.  Churches,  giveK 
support  to  all  who  come,  and  hold  one  / 
another  responsible.  :• 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  readers  may  express  their'' 
opinions  and  concerns  about  the  church.’^ 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  John ’l- 
V.  Moore,  is  superintendent  of  the  Bay- — 
view  District  In  United  Methodism’s. 
Calif  or  nia-Nevada  Conference. 
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Blacks  call  for  revival 

Survival  also  a  theme  of  U.M.  minority  caucus 


By  BOB  LEAR 

United  Methodist  Communications 

CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  A  radical 
shift  in  emphasis  from  “renewal”  to 
“revival”  and  “survival”  by  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR) 
was  proposed  here  March  19-22. 

“From  this  moment  on  let  us  .  .  .  aim 
to  lay  on  United  Methodism  the  full 
impact  of  what  it  means  to  be  Christian 
and  black”  and  “set  our  church  aflame 
with  black  Christian  righteousness  and 
black  Christian  discipleship,”  the  Rev. 
Clayton  E.  Hammond,  Dover,  Del.,  said 
in  his  keynote  address  as  chairman  at  the 
annual  convention  of  the  denomination’s 
oldest  and  largest  minority  caucus. 

“We  must  deliver  the  race  problem 
into  the  hands  of  the  white  majority 
(because)  they  created  it  in  the  first 
place,”  Mr.  Hammong  said  in  his  ad¬ 
dress  which  frequently  was  punctuated 
by  “Amen”  and  “Right  on”  from  the  380 
persons  registered  for  the  eighth  BMCR 
convention.”  “We  have  learned  the  bitter 
lesson  that  black  people  cannot  solve  the 
race  problem.” 

Cited  frequently  in  addresses  was  the 
need  for  development  of  leadership  at 
clerical  and  lay  levels  —  including 
women  —  if  black  membership  in  the 
denomination  is  not  to  sink  even  further 
below  its  present  level  of  an  estimated 
400,000  among  a  total  membership  of 
10,063,046. 

“We’ve  got  to  find  a  way  to  legitimize 
the  ministry  among  the  middle  class 
blacks  which  made  up  an  increasing 
proportion  of  our  members,”  asserted 
the  Rev.  Douglass  E.  Fitch,  a  staff 
executive  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  “Somebody  has 
to  interpret  ministry  at  the  local  level.” 

Mr.  Fitch  said  that  an  average  of  25 


new  ministers  per  year  is  needed  to 
maintain  the  present  level  of  1,233  black 
clergy  and  “we  presently  are  taking  in 
between  5  and  10.” 

In  stressing  the  need  for  support  of  the 
12  black  United  Methodist  colleges  it 
was  noted  that  “75  to  80  per  cent  of  our 
black  clergy  come  through  these 
colleges.” 

The  Rev.  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  chief  staff 
executive  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
told  the  convention  that  the  black  church 
is  a  “center  of  activity”  in  the  struggle 
for  liberation”  upon  which  “survival  for 
blacks  is  dependent.” 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  a  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  staff  executive,  listed 
some  30  points  for  black  churches  to  keep 
in  mind  in  developing  programs  of 
outreach,  and  he  noted  that  despite  some 
30  years  of  governmental  action,  “the 
majority  of  blacks  are  ill-fed,  ill-clothed, 
ill-housed,  under-educated,  the  prey  of 
diseases  and  subject  to  deep  spiritual  and 
psychic  pressures." 

Resolutions  passed  at  the  meeting 
called  for: 

•  “protesting  in  strongest  possible 
terms”  the  lack  of  any  black  district 
superintendents  in  the  West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference.  Authority  was  given  the 
chairman  to  call  a  demonstration  at  this 
year's  session  of  that  conference,  “if 
necessary.” 

•  an  investigation  of  charges  that 
black  ministers  in  the  North  and  South 
Georgia  conferences  are  “underpaid, 
losing  pension  rights,”  and  that 
“qualified  ministers  and  seminarians 
are  not  being  appointed.” 

•  an  investigation  into  charges  of 
racial  repression  of  children  in  one 
county  in  northern  Georgia  ; 

•  a  stand  against  “the  sordid,  comic 


‘Resent  paternalism’ 

Native  Americans  protes 
National  Division  report 


By  NOAH  LONG 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  Native 
Americans  in  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference  here  voiced 
dissatisfaction  with  a  legislative  com¬ 
mittee  report  from  the  National  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  which  they  claim  will  curb  the 
present  status  and  growth  of  their  con¬ 
ference. 

A  consultation  to  discuss  the  proposed 
legislation  from  the  National  Division 
committee  was  called  earlier  this  month 
in  Chicago  by  the  chairperson,  Rev. 
Kenneth  Hulitt,  a  member  of  the  East 
Ohio  Conference.  An  Indian  Missionary 
delegation  attended. 

The  delegation  protested  several 
legislative  proposals:  (1)  To  allow  the 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
National  Division  to  name  a  conference 
superintendent  (which  the  Indian 
Missionary  delegates  said  would  do  away 
with  their  present  system  of  district 
superintendents;)  (2)  The  National 
Division  to  appoint  a  standing  committee 
to  make  budget  and  policy  decisions 
(which  the  delegates  contend  would  void 
their  present  conference  boards;)  and 
(3)  To  continue  present  church  law  which 
gives  missionary  conference  delegates 
voice  but  not  vote  at  the  church’s  General 


Conference  (which  the  Indians  feel  is 
unfair  representation.) 

"They  failed  to  hear  our  views  on 
certain  parts  of  the  legislation  affecting 
our  conference,”  said  Ms.  Wanda  Lowe, 
a  member  of  the  Indian  Missionary 
delegation. 

The  delegation  aired  their  views  in  an 
open  meeting  here  March  22  with  Mr. 
Homer  Noley  of  the  National  Division’s 
Indian  desk  present. 

“We  resent  the  paternalistic  position 
directed  to  the  Indian  people,”  said  Rev. 
Robert  Pinezaddleby,  pastor  of  an 
Oklahoma  City  church. 

The'  delegation  voiced  its 
dissatisfaction  to  Mr.  Noley  in  being 
placed  with  the  two  white  missionary 
conferences.  “There  is  no  mutual  con¬ 
cern  shared  by  the  three  conferences,” 
said  Rev.  Benson  Wallace,  Southeast 
District  Superintendent,  “due  to  their 
social,  cultural  and  structural  dif¬ 
ferences." 

The  four  district  superintendents  and 
the  conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  announced  a  series  of  con¬ 
sultations  to  be  held  in  four  cities  in  the 
state  April  15-18  to  inform  members  of 
the  Indian  Missionary  conference  about 
the  impending  legislation  at  General 
Conference  which  will  affect  their  con¬ 
ference. 


image  projected  by  the  entertainment 
mills  in  Hollywood  of  the  black  preacher, 
in  particular  the  portrayal  of  ‘Rev. 
LeRoy’  by  Flip  Wilson; 

•  a  study  of  the  feasibility  of  publishing 
a  black  hymnal; 

•  asked  the  “general  church  to  re¬ 
prioritize  its  funds  so  that  programs  can 
be  developed  which  affect  the  survival  of 
black  people;” 

•  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  be  continued. 

Mr.  Hammond  was  re-elected  chair¬ 
man  of  BMCR,  as  were  Addie  Shopshire, 
Boston,  Mass.,  secretary,  and  the  Rev. 
James  S.  Gadsden,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
treasurer.  Brenda  Norwood,  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  was  elected  vice-chairwoman. 

Challenges 
by  blacks 
face  church 

ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMC)  —  “Black 
people  are  here  to  stay,”  and  their 
numbers  and  relative  youth  pose  new 
challenges  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  according  to  Dr.  Grant 
Shockley,  professor  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology  here. 

Dr.  Shockley  told  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  on  March  13  that  where  the 
denomination  goes  with  blacks  and  other 
ethnic  minorities  depends  greatly  upon 
whether  organic  merger  of  recent  years 
can  be  extended  into  real  community, 
bearing  out  the  church’s  pronounce¬ 
ments  on  inclusiveness  and  equality. 

Dr.  Shockley,  reporting  on  progress  of 
research  funded  by  the  council,  warned 
that  at  least  40  per  cent  of  America’s 
blacks  belong  to  no  church  and  that  the 
black  median  age  of  21  years,  compared 
to  a  white  median  of  39,  poses  a  serious 
problem  for  a  church  whose  membership 
concentration  is  at  the  45-plus  age  level. 

He  noted  the  increasing  urbanization  of 
blacks,  especially  in  inner  cities,  and 
pointed  out  that  these  are  the  areas 
where  United  Methodists  have  been 
closing  many  churches  in  recent  years, 
rather  than  developing  this  “greatest 
new  mission  field.”  He  added  that 
suburban  black  population  has  risen  5 
per  cent  in  the  past  12  years. 

Dr.  Shockley’s  statistical  data  showed 
the  denomination’s  some  400,000  black 
members  compared  to  its  whites  in  these 
ratios  —  1  tp  29  in  members,  1  to  13  in 
congregations,  1  to  24  in  pastors,  1  to  60  in 
fund  payments,  1  to  46  in  number  of  those 
in  preparation  for  the  ministry.  Exact 
trends  in  ethnic  membership  since 
desegregation  of  annual  conferences  are 
not  yet  determined.  (ff,.  0. 

He  reminded  that  U.M.  minorities,  if 
counted  separately,  would  constitute  the 
nation’s  seventh  largest  black 
denomination,  jts  largest  Native 
American  and  Asian-American  and  its 
third  largest  Spanish-speaking 
denominations.  His  research  found  black 
members,  churches  and  pastors  in  44  of 
the  45  episcopal  areas,  all  but  four  of  the 
73  annual  conferences,  all  but  four  states 
and  in  350  of  359  districts. 

Racial  inclusiveness,  he  asserted, 
must  be  viewed  within  the  context  of  a 
world  perspective,  in  which  what  the 
church  does  with  its  minorities  in  the 
U.S.  reflects  its  attitude  toward  race 
world-wide. 


Love  tops  menu— thanks  to  Mama 


By  SHIRLEY  EWEN 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 

SACRAMENTO,  Ca.  -  Mama  Marks 
likes  to  feed  hungry  people. 

For  years,  Margaret  Marks,  better 
known  as  Mama  Marks  to  her  neighbors, 
dreamed  of  feeding  the  hungry  people 
who  lived  around  her.  But  life  has  been  a 
struggle  for  her  too,  and  it  wasn’t  until 
recently  that  Margaret  was  able  to  fulfill 
this  wish. 

And  the  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  located  in  Del  Paso  Heights  here 
has  gained  a  new  lease  on  life  by 
becoming  involved  in  a  hot  lunch  feeding 
program  which  this  60-year-old  woman 
started  in  the  community. 

"At  the  time”  said  Margaret,  “I  knew  I 
had  to  do  something  to  help  my  neigh¬ 
bors.  Some  of  them  often  didn’t  have  one 
hot  meal  a  day.  This  was  upsetting  to  me. 
But  how  I  was  going  to  help  them  I  didn’t 
know.  I  had  less  than  $200  to  live  on  which 
I  had  to  support  two  adopted  daughters 
and  a  Godchild.  But  God  has  always  been 
my  guide,  and  I  felt  certain  He  would 
help  me  find  a  way  to  feed  those  who 
were  so  desperately  in  need.” 

Margaret’s  first  problem  was  to  find  a 
place  to  set  up  the  type  program  she  had 
in  mind.  Someone  told  her  the  Asbury 
Church  wanted  to  be  more  involved  in 
community  action  than  they  were. 
Perhaps  they  would  help  her. 

The  Reverend  Glenda  Thomas  said, 
“When  Margaret  approached  us  we  were 
thrilled.  Our  church  was  once  a  dynamic 
force  in  Del  Paso  Heights,  but  as  the 
community  deteriorated  we  lost  many  of 
our  members,  and  we  have  needed  to  find 
a  way  to  let  those  who  still  live  here  know 
we  are  truly  Interested  in  what  happens 
in  this  area  which  is  now  predominately 
black.” 

Thus,  the  Mama  Marks  Arms  of  Mercy 
Hot  Lunch  Program  had  its  beginning.  It 
is  a  program  which  has  gained  a  great 
deal  of  recognition  throughout 
Sacramento  because  of  one  woman’s 
determination  to  feed  the  hungry  without 
government  support  —  which  Margaret 
doesn't  want. 

Asbury  UMC  has  but  35  to  40  middle- 
aged  and  elderly  members,  yet  these 


Mama  Marks  feeds  her  hungry  guests 


members  have  done  everything  possible 
to  help  Margaret  obtain  food  for  her 
program.  They  have  activated  other 
United  Methodist  churches  in  the  area  to 
become  involved  in  this  Del  Paso  Heights 
project,  and  this  past  year  when  church 
budgets  were  compiled,  some  of  the 
churches  allocated  money  for 
Margaret’s  program. 

Each  day  at  12:00  noon,  60  to  70  people 
are  served  a  hot  lunch  by  Margaret. 
Since  she  is  originally  from  Louisiana, 
good  old  Louisiana  style  cooking  is 
served.  Anyone  who  wishes  to  be  fed  is 
welcome,  no  one  is  turned  away,  and  one 
of  the  most  important  items  on  the  menu 
is  good  fellowship.  Margaret  has  the 
ability  to  make  everyone  feel  com¬ 
fortable i  andwelcome.  This  is  so  impor¬ 


tant  in  an  area  such  as  Del  Paso  Heights 
where  many  of  the  people  feel  unloved 
and  unwanted. 

It  hasn’t  been  easy  for  Margaret  to 
obtain  the  amount  of  food  needed  for  a 
program  such  as  this,  and  many  hours  of 
each  day  are  spent  in  visiting  canneries, 
bakeries,  fish  hatcheries,  and  grocery 
stores.  Margaret,  however,  is  a  very 
determined  person,  and  one  can  be 
certain  she  will  somehow  find  a  way  to 
continue  her  feeding  program  in  the  days 
which  lie  ahead. 

As  for  Asbury  UMC,  it  will  long  be 
remembered  as  the  church  whose 
members  really  became  involved  in  a 
community  project  that  was  so  des¬ 
perately  needed. 


;lfied,  dead  and  burled 
day  he  arose  from  the  dead 


into  heaven 


i  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  Qod  the  Father  Almighty 
i  thence  he  shall  come  to  Judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  .  .  . 

APOSTLES  CREED  [3rd  century  A.D.J 
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EMC  charges  mission  board  with 
‘spiritual  imperialism,  colonialism 9 


O  By  BUD  HERRON 

Senior  Staff  Writer  ...... 

ST.  LOUIS  —  Charges  of  “spiritual 
imperialism  and  colonialism  of  a  most 
arrogant  type”  were  leveled  here 
recently  against  philosophy  and  policy 
statements  made  in  official  Latin 
America  publications  produced  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Claiming  that  statements  in  several 
Board  publications  hold  that  the  “will  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  ...  is 
seen  as  superior  to  the  will  of  the  national 
church”  in  Latin  America,  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  (EMC)  has  called  for  an  end  to 
such  policies  and  asked  that  Global 
Ministries  staff  persons  “committed  to 
this  type  of  program”  be  replaced. 

The  statements  came  in  a  news  release 
by  EMC  dated  March  14  and  covered 
actions  taken  by  the  EMC  executive 
committee  meeting  here  March  4-6.  The 
EMC  is  an  unofficial  alliance  of  United 
Methodist  evangelicals  formed  more 
than  a  year  ago  to  promote  more 
evangelical  emphasis  in  missions. 

Staff  persons  of  the  Latin  America 
area  offices  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York  declined  to 
comment  on  the  EMC  statement  when 
contacted  by  TM/  UMR. 

Specifically  criticized  in  the  EMC 
statement  were  “basic  philosophy  and 
policies”  contained  in  three  board 
publications  on  Latin  America:  “Latin 
America  —  Liberation”;  “Illusion  or 
Reality?  Latin  America  and  the  World 
Division”;  and  “Latin  America  Deter¬ 
mination  —  Illusion  or  Reality.” 

The  EMC  claims  these  publications 


“betray  the  basic  Christian  World 
Mission”  at  several  points  where  the  will 
of  the  board  is  l^eld  as  “superior”  to  the 
will  of  Latin  America  churches. 

Example  excerpts  listed  in  the 
statement  are  as  follows: 

“Illusion  or  Reality?  Latin  America 
and  the  World  Division”  —  “We 
recognize  that  the  national  churches 
should  enjoy  autonomy  and  that  the 
missionary  responsibility  toward  these 
countries  is  primarily  theirs.  But  we  also 
admit  the  possibility  of  extreme  cases  in 
which  the  church  in  the  United  States 
feels  that  in  faithfulness  to  the  Gospel,  it 
must  act  outside  of  or  even  against  the 
will  of  the  National  Church.  The  Church 
in  the  United  States  must  be  very  careful 
embarking  in  this  direction,  particularly 
when  the  questions  involved  have  a  socio¬ 
political  nature.” 

From  the  same  publication:  “If  a 
national  church  will  take  a  position  in 
regard  to  the  mission  of  the  church  which 
is  in  contradiction  to  the  one  the  Board  of 
Mission  has  already  taken,  then:  A.  We 
recognize,  first  of  all,  that  the  national 
church  has  the  right  to  take  such  a 
position  and  that  the  World  Division 
should  not  dictate  the  National  Church’s 
ideological  option.  B.  The  World 
Division,  in  order  to  be  faithful  to  its  own 
commitment  to  mission,  should  be  free  to 
alter  radically  its  relationships  with  and 
support  of  such  a  national  church,  and 

EYES  TOO  SORE? 

Bathe  them  with  soothing  LAVOPTIK  Medic¬ 
inal  Eye  Wash.  Offers  prompt  relief  for  sore, 
tired,  burning  eyes.  Aids  natural  healing.  Floats 
away  dust,  dirt  and  other  irritants.  For  depend¬ 
able  eye  comfort  get  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash 
with  eye  cup  included  at  your  local  druggist. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


consider  the  possibility  of  working  with 
other  churches,  ecumenical  groups  or 
secular  movements  which  are  working 
for  the  liberation  of  men.” 

The  EMC  objects  to  these  statements 
as  “spiritual  imperialism  and 
colonialism"  and  also  for  reasons  that 
“they  do  not  convey  any  appreciable 
concern  for  the  Board’s  own  self- 
enunciated  first  priority  to  strive  for 
initial  decision  of  persons  for  Christ.” 

The  EMC  further  charges  that  those 
and  other  statements  made  in  the  Latin 
America  publications  “illustrates  the 
board’s  program  to  which  we  have 
consistently  pointed.” 

Dr.  David  Seamands,  chairman  of  the 
EMC,  contacted  in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  said 
the  EMC  charges  have  grown  out  of  a 
long  awareness  that  policies  stated  in 
some  Latin  America  publications  are  not 
in  harmony  with  the  official  United 
Methodist  discipline.  He  said  the  whole 
matter  will  be  discussed  during  an  April 
10  and  11  meeting  between  EMC  mem¬ 
bers  and  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff 
persons  in  New  York. 


Late  Model  Used 
School  Buses 

36-66  Passenger 
CARR’S  Import  Motors 
Pbone  (813)  752-7301 
Plant  City,  Fla.  33566 


AUTHORS  WANTED 
BY  N.Y.  PUBLISHER 

Leading  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts  ot 
all  tj^cs:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scien¬ 
tific.  scholarly  and  religious  works,  etc.  New 
authors  welcomed.  For  fret  booklet,  write: 

VANTAGE  PRESS.  Inc 
516  W,  34  St„  Dept.  JL,  New  York  10001 


do  you  know  whether 
YOUR  SAVINGS  ARE  USED 

•  to  make  weapons, 

•  to  oppress  peoples, 

•  to  pollute  Nature? 


now  YOU  can  decide  how 
YOUR  SAVINGS  CAN  BE  USED 

•  with  a  clear  conscience, 

•  for  a  “clean”  return, 

•  and  an  inflation  hedge 


by  investing  in 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND’S 

Certificates  of  Participation  at  7%  per  annum  payable  semi-annually. 

■  To  help  United  Methodist  congregations  build  churches,  parsonages,  church  school  and  other  mission  buildings 


EARNINGS 

A'though  an  annual  dividend  of  5%  is  guaranteed,  the 
Fund's  directors  have  helped  Investors  to  earn  more 
by  periodically  adjusting  interest  rates  to  reflect  those 
In  the  open  market — currently,  7%.  Additionally,  In¬ 
terest  may  be  reinvested,  if  requested,  on  accounts 
earning  $100  or  more  semi-annually. 


LIQUIDITY 

Since  the  Fund  began  In  1 959,  more  than  $21 ,000,000 
In  withdrawal  requests  have  been  promptly  met.  Not 
once  has  a  restriction  on  such  requests  been  imposed. 
Investors  are  assured  of  receiving  the  exact  amount 
paid  In,  plus  of  course,  the  generous  Interest  earned, 
because  their  Certificate*  ere  not  subject  to  market 
fluctuation*. 


8AFETY 

Out  of  more  than  $74,000,000  In  church-building  loans 
since  1959,  not  a  single  dollar  has  been  lost. 


SUBSCRIPTION 

Your  Initial  Investment  need  not  be  In  the  4-flgure 
category.  You  can  start  with  a*  little  a*  $100. 


for  additional  Information  and  a  prospactus,  write  or  call 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  New  York  10027 
Telephone:  212-749-0700  Ext.  491 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  28, 1975 


From  the  sanctuary  to  the  living  room 

Congregation  shares 
the  gospel  via  television 

^ ^  rhnrph  inauoiiraloH  Maroh  0  a  £nnr 


By  CLYDE  CHESTNUTT 
News  Editor 

FT.  WORTH  —  The  words  of  Jesus 
“Ask  and  ye  shall  receive”  have  a 
special  meaning  to  the  people  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  here. 

Television  KTVT’s  prime-time  11:00 
o’clock  Sunday  morning  hour  has  long 
been  dominated  by  another  denomina¬ 
tion.  A  committee  from  First  UMC  went 
to  the  station  and  asked  for  that  public 
service  hour. 

“You  have  broadcast  Dr.  W.  A. 
Criswell  from  First  Baptist,  Dallas  for 
the  last  12  years,”  senior  minister  Walter 
Underwood  told  the  station  management. 
“Don’t  you  think  it‘s  only  fair  to  give  that 
time  to  another  denomination  for  awhile 
—  us?” 

“We  agree,”  Channel  ll’s  officials 
replied.  “But  you  are  the  first  one  that’s 
asked  us.” 

With  that  approval,  the  downtown  First 

WCC  delegate 

sees  strides 
in  ecumenism 

SAN  DIEGO  (RNS)  —  Pope  Paul’s 
representative  at  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC)  said  here  he  is  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  Christian  world  is  on  the 
brink  of  a  “tremendous  breakthrough”  in 
ecumenical  unity. 

“We  are  on  the  eve  of  a  tremendous 
breakthrough,”  said  Belgian  Father 
Joseph  J  Spae,  CICM.  “Several  signs  of 
this  new  epoch  in  ecumenical  relation¬ 
ships  can  be  seen,  which  I  would  com¬ 
pare  with  the  new  epoch  in  theology.” 

The  62-year-old  Flemish  priest,  a 
member  of  the  Congregation  of  the 
Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary  (Immaculate 
Heart  of  Mary  Mission  Society"),  is 
general  secretary  of  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mission  on  Society,  Development  and 
Peace  (SODEPAX)  an  agency  of  the 
WCC  and  the  Pontifical  Commission  for 
Justice  and  Peace.  He  came  here  to 
speak  on  the  state  of  world  ecumenism 
today. 

“When  we  look  around  the  world,” 
Father  Spae  said  in  an  interview,  “(we 
seie)  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  the 
breakthrough  which  will  put  Christianity 
on  the  map  as  having  recaptured  the 
unity  for  which  Christ  prayed  on  the  eve 
of  his  death." 

Father  Spae  said  he  felt  that  Christian 
unity,  “to  a  large  extent”  already  exists, 
that  “it  is  only  a  matter  of  timing.” 

“In  the  broad  concept  of  dogma  there 
is  no  problem,”  he  explained.  “On 
essential  things  we  have  to  see  eye  to  eye, 
find  are  free  to  go  our  own  way  on  non- 
essentials.” 

Among  essentials,  he  listed  “the  unity 
and  tri-unity  of  God,  the  Incarnation,  the 
Resurrection,  and  the  one  holy  and 
catholic  church,  the  words  of  the  Council 
of  Nicea  (325).” 

Father  Spae  said  that  a  measure  of 
Christian  “togetherness”  already 
achieved  was  reflected  in  the  “most” 
successful”  dialogues  between  Catholics 
and  United  Methodists,  Orthodox,  Angli¬ 
cans  and  Lutherans. 

“All  these  bilateral  dialogues  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  dogmatically 
speaking  we  do  agree  on  the  vast 
majority  of  things  that  are  essential,”  he 
said. 


Church  inaugurated  March  2  a  Sunday 
morning  color  TV  program  of  worship 
which  covers  a  broadcast  area  of  two 
million  people  in  the  Ft.  Worth-Dallas 
metroplex  and  an  additional  one  and  one- 
half  million  persons  on  a  cable  TV 
hookup  to  139  towns  across  five  states. 

“Television  offers  the  church  a  grand 
opportunity  for  evangelism,”  Dr. 
Underwood  said.  “When  you  compare 
the  number  of  persons  Jesus  and  Paul 
were  able  to  reach  with  the  potential 
number  television  presents,  you  see  the 
reason  why  the  church  cannot  afford  to 
ignore  this  opportunity.” 

First  Church  poured  its  resources  and 
know-how  into  developing  a  program 
that  would  be  a  credit  to  United 
Methodism  and  meet  industry  standards. 
With  the  encouragement  of  Earl  Cox  III, 
chairperson  of  the  church’s  radio  and 
television  committee,  the  congregation 
raised  $75,000  to  match  a  grant  from  the 
Amon  Carter  Foundation  to  purchase  the 
necessary  equipment,  cameras,  lights, 
and  control  system. 

Sixteen  persons  —  all  volunteers  — 
gave  over  1000  hours  to  install  the 
equipment  in  the  church.  They  also 
operate  the  machines  each  Sunday. 

Richard  Lindsey,  head  engineer  of  the 
project  and  employee  at  Thomas 
Electronics,  said,  “None  of  us  ever 
worked  for  a  television  station  but  we  all 
have  a  keen  interest  in  TV  production.  I 
do  it  because  I  enjoy  electronics  and  can 
serve  my  church  at  the  same  time." 

Dr.  Underwood  explained  the  two 
responsibilities  of  the  television  project 
are  to  proclaim  the  gospel  and  to  enhance 
the  image  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“We  do  not  stage  a  production  for  the 
viewer  to  watch,”  he  said.  “Rather,  we 
invite  persons  in  their  homes  to  join  us  in 
worship.  The  words  of  the  hymns  and 
scripture  lesson  are  printed  on  the  TV 
screen  so  they  can  sing  and  read  with  the 
worshipping  congregation.” 

Dr.  Underwood  served  his  ap¬ 
prenticeship  in  radio  and  television 
during  an  eight  year  period  in  the  1950’s 
when  he  was  associate  pastor  at  First 
UMC  Dallas.  He  wrote  script  and  acted  in 
the  TV  series  "The  Pastor  Calls” 
designed  by  the  senior  minister  then  and 
now  bishop  of  the  Missouri  area,  Robert 
E.  Goodrich  Jr. 

“I  saw  scores  of  persons  come  to  Christ 
and  become  active  in  the  church  due  to 
that  program,”  Dr.  Underwood  said. 
“United  Methodism  must  reach  for 
Christ  the  countless  number  of  people 
outside  the  walls  of  our  sanctuaries.  Our 
church  took  a  step  of  faith  and  courage 
when  we  asked  the  station  fdr  that  hour. 
Now  God  has  given  us  the  chance  to  do 
what  we  asked  for.” 

|  Poem  of  the  Week 

He  suffered 

By  CATHERINE  WITTLER 
He  cried 
In  agony  for  God 
To  pass  this  cup  from  Him. 

He  struggled 
Up  the  lonely  street 
To  Calvary  on  the  hill. 

He  hung 

Upon  a  cross  alone 

His  hands  and  feet  nailed  down. 

He  died 

And  rose  again  for  us 
The  prophecy  fulfilled. 


Editor  of  Interpreters’  Bible 
chides  scriptural  ‘literalists’ 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  Dr. 
George  A.  Buttrick,  who  served  as 
general  editor  of  the  multi-volume 
Interpreters’  Bible,  told  a  Southern 
Baptist  seminar  here  that  “Biblical 
literalism  is  blasphemy  against  God.” 

The  83-year-old  United  Presbyterian 
clergyman,  who  rose  to  national  at¬ 
tention  during  his  27  years  as  pastor  of 
New  York’s  Madison  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church,  spoke  on 
“Integrity  in  Preaching”  at  the  integrity 
seminar  sponsored  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Christian  Life 
Commission. 

“Biblical  literalism  accuses  God  of 
using  men  as  tape  recorders,  a  notion 
that  dishonors  God  and  destroys  men,” 
Dr.  Buttrick  declared.  “Literalism 
barters  inspiration  for  mechanics.” 

Illustrating  the  problems  involved  with 
a  literalist  approach  to  the  Bible,  he 
asked,  “Which  of  the  3,000  manuscripts 
shall  we  call  infallible  and  which  trans¬ 
lation?  Does  the  sky  rest  on  pillars  set 
on  a  flat  earth?  The  literalist  squirms 
and  dodges.  Then  he  ends  in  blind 
assertion.” 

Dr.  Buttrick  maintained  that  fun¬ 
damentalists  act  out  of  fear,  but  added 
that  some  of  that  fear  is  justified.  “What 
the  fundamentalist  is  really  saying,”  he 
contended,  “is  not,  ‘This  book  is  scien¬ 
tifically  inerrant,’  but,  ‘God  finds  me  in 
this  book.’  He  fears  that  Biblical 
scholarship  might  mute  that  authentic 
firsthand  conviction." 

The  former  Harvard  University 
professor  called  for  preaching  based  on 
the  context  of  Scriptural  passages.  As  an 
example,  he  said  that  the  passage,  “I  can 
do  all  things  through  Christ  Who 
strengthens  me”  (Philippians  4:13),  is 
not  to  be  taken  at  face  value. 

“All  things?”  Dr.  Buttrick  asked. 
“Nobody  can  pitch  a  tent  on  the  sun,  or 
grow  cabbages  from  lollipops.  The 
context  clarifies  the  meaning,  for  there 
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Church  thaws  freeze 
on  Korean  funding 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  temporary  Korean  Methodists,  the  team  said,  are 
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Violence  and  devotion 

In  the  play  "Equus, ”  now  running  in  New  York.  Alan  Strange  [played  by  Peter 
Firth  i  is  a  psychotic  boy  who  maims  horses  although  he  worships  Christ  in  the 
figure  of  a  horse. 

‘Equus’drama  explores 
idols,  images,  illusions 


Paul  tells  us  that  he  learned  to  be  content 
in  whatever  weather.  So  we  get:  ‘I  am 
enabled  for  every  circumstance  through 
Christ  Who  makes  me  strong.’  The 
preacher  therefore  should  be  true  to  the 
context.  A  text  torn  from  its  context 
becomes  a  poor  pretext,” 

With  regard  to  recent  Bible  trans¬ 
lations,  the  famed  scholar  said  that  “the 
preacher  can  hardly  go  wrong  with  Good 
News  for  Modern  Man.  The  Phillips 
rendering  is  a  fine  paraphrase,  if  a 
paraphrase  is  justified.” 

“The  Living  Bible  is  a  sloppy  and 
slanted  paraphrase  hard  to  justify,”  Dr. 
Buttrick  declared.  “Anita  Bryant  touts  it 
on  televison  along  with  Florida  grape¬ 
fruit.  Billy  Graham  commends  it.  Two 
nice  people,  but  they  do  not  relieve  my 
own  misgivings.  That  version,  priced 
exhorbitantly,  has  sold  six  mllion  copies. 
Years  must  pass  before  the  hurt  is 
mended.  Talk  about  integrity!” 

The  famed  preacher  was  critical  of 
preachers  who  limit  themselves  to 
matters  of  “private  morality”  such  as 
swearing,  drinking,  and  cheating.  He 
charged  that  this  type  of  preaching  is  a 
“recent  heresy  started  by  Dwight  L. 
Moody.  When  private  sins  are  over¬ 
stressed  our  revival  strikes  a  bargain 
with  rich  men.” 

In  contrast,  Dr.  Buttrick  pointed  to 
“Christ’s  sermons  on  the  danger  of  big 
money,  four  of  them  in  Luke’s  Gospel; 
the  pride  of  Roman  officials;  the  blind¬ 
ness  of  the  military  party  called  the 
Zealots;  and  the  every-word-in-the-Bible- 
is-true  blindness  of  the  Sadduccees.” 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  Buttrick  told  the 
seminar  that  “the  preacher  doesn’t 
belong  anywhere.  Instead,  he  belongs 
everywhere  —  to  God  in  Christ.  I’m 
proud  and  glad,  though  ‘with  fear  and 
trembling,’  that  God  has  let  me  belong  to 
the  club.” 


By  THOMAS  F.  ANKENBRANDT.  SJ 
“Equus,"  by  Peter  Shaffer,  is  a 
remarkable  play.  Its  central  figure,  a 
psychotic  young  man  of  17,  blinds  not  one 
horse  (in  Latin,  “equus”)  but  six  horses 
with  a  sharp  metal  spike.  “Equus”  ex¬ 
plores  the  illuminating  agony  that  settles 
upon  psychiatrists  who  dare  to  cure 
themselves  while  they  carve,  however 
mercifully,  into  the  pain  of  others. 
“Equus”  also  probes  the  meaning  of 
masks  and  images  that  hold  man  back 
from  worshiping  the  real. 

In  a  young  man’s  warped  dreams,  an 
allseeing  Christ  —  chained,  scourged  and 
carrying  his  cross  —  is  transformed  into 
the  terrifying  vision  of  a  horse  for  all 
ages.  Equus,  the  idealized  God-made- 
horse.  sees  all  and  tramples  all.  Equus 
rides  time  like  the  stunning  war-horse  of 
“Revelation.”  Alan,  the  young  man  whd 
sees  visions,  worships  the  horse  because 
he  hates  himself. 

Peter  Shaffer  completed  “Equus”  for 
its  London  opening  in  July  1973.  The  play 
is  now  enjoying  a  successful  run  at  the 
Plymouth  Theatre  in  New  York;  it  is 
competently  directed  by  John  Dexter. 

“Equus”  revolves  around  the  painful 
delusions  of  Alan  Strange,  effectively 
portrayed  by  Peter  Firth.  Alan  has  a 
passionate  love  for  horses,  hates  his 
agnostic  father,  and  is  influenced 
profoundly  by  his  frigid,  religious 
mother. 

Rather  than  grasp  responsibility,  Alan 
fondles  horses  with  immense  tenderness. 

A  picture  of  Christ  chained,  beaten  like 
a  horse  and  driven  toward  Calvary 
fascinates  Alan.  He  hangs  it  at  the  foot  of 
his  bed  until  his  father  destroys  it.  Alan 
reacts  with  rage  and  hatred.  He  replaces 
the  sacred  Christ-vision  with  a  new 
picture  of  a  powerful  white  horse  staring 
directly  at  and  through  the  viewer.  Then 
he  escapes  into  a  dream  world  of 
devotion  to  Equus. 

Martin  Dysart,  an  omnipotent  child 
psychiatrist,  is  played  with  surgical 
brilliance  by  Anthony  Hopkins.  Dysart, 
like  most  people  eradicating  the  pain  of 
others,  admits  he  is  pushed  almost 
beyond  the  point  of  desperation.  As  a 
psychiatrist,  he  smoothly  strips  away  the 
defense  mechanisms  of  others.  Yet  he 
hides  behind  his  own  mask  of  self- 
sufficiency.  He  thrusts  Alan  into  a 
swirling  whirlwind  of  truth.  In  return, 
Alan  forces  the  doctor  to  take  a  fresh, 
clean  look  at  his  own  attempts  to  avoid 
reality. 

Rather  than  caring  for  his  red-headed 
wife,  a  Scottish  dentist,  Dysart  had  been 
giving  his  attention  to  art  books  on  an¬ 
cient  Greece. 

Dysart  tries  to  restore  Alan  to  the 
world  of  the  normal.  Yet  Dysart  wonders 
if  what  is  normal  in  the  madhouse  of 

National  church 
center  4 not  in 
best  interest 9 

WASHINGTON,  D  C. (UMC)  -  A  long¬ 
time  dream  for  a  national  United  Meth¬ 
odist  center  in  the  nation’s  capital  came 
to  an  end  here  March  18. 

After  many  delays,  the  multi-million 
dollar  project  was  formerly  abandoned, 
and  the  last  11  acres  of  the  site  put  up  for 
sale. 

The  Methodist  Corporation,  headed  by 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  and  which  has 
held  and  managed  the  property  in  trust 
since  1960,  decided  here  to  (1)  abandon 
the  national  center  project  as  “not  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  church  to  undertake  a 
development  or  a  further  holding  of  the 
property,"  (2)  sell  the  site  on  the  open 
market,  subject  to  “first  refusal"  rights 
by  the  church-related  American  Univer¬ 
sity. 

What  will  happen  to  the  resulting  fund 
is  up  to  the  General  Conference,  the  ulti¬ 
mate  authority  in  United  Methodism, 
which  originally  okayed  the  project  in 
1960  and  which  will  meet  next  in  1976. 


modern  society  is  not  actually  a  dead 
stare  in  the  blank  faces  of  a  million 
adults.  Who  is  really  alive?  —  those  few 
who  worship  something  passionately,  or 
the  millions  who  trample  the  stones  of 
daily  life  like  some  chained,  beaten, 
shuffling  horse? 

In  the  beginning  and  beyond  the  end 
stands  Equus,  the  strange  God  at  the  root 
of  Alan’s  dreams.  Equus  is  part  illusion 
and  part  reality. 

“Do  you  really  imagine  you  can  ac¬ 
count  for  me?”  asks  Equus.  Man, 
groping  in  gloom,  needs  a  way  to  see  in 
the  dark.  Equus  can  see  the  dark.  Man, 
like  Equus,  is  in  chains  for  the  sins  of  the 
world.  Bift  Equus  “mocks  at  fear  and  is 
not  dismayed.  He  does  not  turn  his  face 
from  the  sword"  (Job  39,22). 

Man  sometimes  stands  in  the  dark  with 
a  violent  sword  in  his  hand,  trying  to 
show  who  he  is  by  smashing  heads.  But  irr 
attacking  Equus,  man  attacks  himself. 
The  solution  is  not  for  man  to  blind 
Equus,  but  to  open  his  eyes  to  the  truth 
about  himself.  When  he  destroys  the  false 
images  that  block  out  the  light,  he  can 
see: 

“I  saw  heaven  opened,  and  behold  a 
white  horse.  He  that  sat  upon  the  horse 
was  called  faithful  and  true  ...  He  has  on 
his  vesture  and  on  his  thigh  a  name 
written:  ‘Kings  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords'  ”  (Revelation  19,  11  and  16). 

Father  Ankenbrandt,  who  lives  at  the 
John  XXIII  Ecumenical  Center  in  the 
Bronx,  has  taught  at  the  University  of 
Detroit  and  at  Wheeling  College.  W.  Va. 

Reprinted  by  permission  from  “Na¬ 
tional  Catholic  Reporter,"  P.O.  Box  281, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  64141.  $ 12.00  a  year. 


plan  has  been  devised  for  the  thawing  of 
frozen  United  Methodist  mission  funds 
for  South  Korea,  about  $130,000,  where 
the  autonomous  Methodist  Church  is 
badly  divided. 

Three  denominational  executives  just 
returned  from  Korea,  recommend  the 
payment  of  dollars  to  the  Bank  of 
America  in  Seoul  for  the  accounts  of 
designated  projects  and  programs. 

That  plan  would  eliminate  funds  for 
headquarters  administrative  costs  of  the 
Korean  denomination.  The  team  of 
United  Methodists  executives  proposed 
that  central  administration  not  be  funded 
now  or  in  the  future. 

Instead  of  two  factions  in  Korean 
Methodism,  the  team  from  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
found  at  least  five  or  even  seven 
identifiable  groups  at  odds  with  each 
other  in  the  300,000  member-denomina¬ 
tion. 

The  1975  Korean  appropriations  of  the 
board’s  World  Division  were  frozen  in 
early  1975  because  of  reports  of  a  serious 
Korean  Methodist  schism  last  Decem¬ 
ber. 

While  finding  hopeful  signs  that  the 
factions  can  come  together,  the  team 
said  that  “the  reunification  of  the  church 
(in  Korea)  is  a  Korean  problem  and  not  a 
decision  for  the  World  Division.” 

The  team  was  composed  of  Dr.  Lois 
Miller,  head  of  the  World  Division;  Dr. 
Edwin  Fisher  of  the  division’s  Asia  desk, 
and  Peggy  Billings  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  They  recommended  a  con¬ 
tinuing  process  of  dialogue  between  U.S. 
and  Korean  churches  on  “mutual  in¬ 
volvement  in  mission.” 

According  to  the  U.S.  team,  the  Meth¬ 
odist  divisions  in  Korea  do  not  appear  to 
come  from  theological  or  religious  dif¬ 
ferences  but  from  internal  power 
politics. 

The  Americans  said  they  found  people 
in  every  faction  concerned  about  the 
same  issues:  mission,  evangelism,  social 
action  and  justice.  A  major  concern  in 
every  faction,  the  team  reported,  is  the 
decentralization  of  the  church  and  the 
election  of  multiple  bishops. 

A  single  bishop  has  traditionally  ad¬ 
ministered  the  several  Korean  regional 
conferences.  There  are  now  two  counter- 
bishops. 

Dr.  Miller  and  her  two  colleagues  said 
they  could  not  recommend  financial 
support  for  the  bishop  who  has  offices  at 
the  central  headquarters  because  that 
possibly  could  solidify  the  factions. 

Network  TV  airs 
religious  freedom 
Easter  special 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  one-hour  tele¬ 
vision  network  special  on  the  history  of 
religious  freedom  in  the  U.S.  —  “The 
Right  to  Believe”  —  will  be  aired  on 
Easter  Sunday  by  ABC-TV  at  1  p.m. 
(EDT)  and  explore  the  development  of 
freedom  of  worship  from  the  earliest 
immigrants  to  the  present  era. 

Henry  Steele  Commager,  dean  of 
American  historians,  will  be  a  featured 
guest  and  ABC  news  correspondent 
Herbert  Kaplow  will  narrate. 

Part  of  the  “Directions”  series 
produced  by  Sid  Darion,  the  special  will 
include  historic  footage  of  A1  Smith,  John 
F.  Kennedy,  Martin  Luther  King  Jr., 
and  others  who  have  extended  and  de¬ 
fended  “the  right  to  believe”  as  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  Founding  Fathers. 


embarrassed  by  the  divisions.  Every 
group  except  the  one  at  central  head¬ 
quarters,  seemed  willing  to  disband  in 
the  interest  of  a  renewed  church. 

The  American  team  emphasized  that  it 
is  not  possible  to  understand  the  Meth¬ 
odist  connectional  system  in  Korea  by 
comparing  it  with  the  U.S.  model. 

Church  role 
at  Wounded 
Knee  lauded 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (RNS)  —  The  church 
was  a  “neutral  mediator”  in  the 
Wounded  Knee  disputes  between  the 
American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  and 
the  federal  government,  according  to  a 
man  who  has  confessed  to  spying  on  AIM 
for  the  FBI. 

Douglass  Durham,  37,  had  special 
praise  for  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  Thomas  of  Iowa  and  the  Rev. 
John  Adams,  a  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  executive  from 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  two  churchmen  were  involved, 
first,  in  efforts  to  mediate  the  encounter 
at  Wounded  Knee  in  1973  and,  then,  to  in¬ 
sure  the  full  rights  of  Indians  brought  to 
trial  because  of  the  takeover  of  the 
Oglala  Sioux  hamlet. 

Mr.  Durham  admitted  in  early  March 
that  he  had  served  as  an  FBI  informer 
during  a  two-year  period,  following 
Wounded  Knee,  when  he  was  AIM’s  chief 
security  officer.  That  admission  took 
place  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Adams. 

A  native  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Dr. 
Durham  accompanied  Mr.  Adams  to 
Evanston  on  March  16  where  the 
clergyman  preached  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  After  the  service,  he 
answered  questions  from  Mr.  Adams 
members  of  the  congregation. 

Mr.  Adams  is  the  chief  negotiator  of  a 
settlement  at  Wounded  Knee.  He  is 
director  for  law,  justice  and  community 
relations  of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  and  is  used  on  an 
ecumenical  basis  in  “crisis  situations.” 

Bishop  Thomas  was  instrumental  in 
raising  bail  bond  funds  for  defendants  in 
the  Wounded  Knee  trials,  which  led  to 
dismissal  of  most  charges. 

“My  dealings  with  Bishop  Thomas  and 
John  Adams  made  me  realize  more  and 
more  that  I  shouldn’t  be  here  in  the 
capacity  I  am  (a  spy),”  Mr.  Durham 
said. 

He  said  he  also  came  to  believe  that 
AIM  was  a  “morally  upstanding 
organization.”  Mr.  Durham  was  con¬ 
fronted  on  March  7  by  AIM  leaders  with 
documents  on  his  spying  activities.  He 
admitted  passing  information  to  the  FBI. 

Dr.  Durham  said  that  his  experience 
led  him  to  conclude  that  the  government 
is  involved  in  too  much  “surveillance”  of 
citizens. 

In  a  related  development,  Dr.  A. 
Dudley  Ward,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
agency,  said: 

“The  latest  AIM  disclosure  sharpens 
our  responsibility  to  deal  with  civil 
rights  questions  and  the  relation  of 
government  investigative  agencies  to 
private  movements.  We  will  be  in¬ 
creasingly  vigilant  to  raise  fundamental 
questions  about  the  right  of  government 
agencies  to  become  directly  involved  in 
intrigue  against  such  private 
movements.” 


Classified 


Rate:  33c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $>.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  InserdW 


PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 
Rev.  Harold  Biirkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 


LEISURELY  16-DAY  ALPS  TOUR:  Swit¬ 
zerland.  Italian  Tyrol.  Austria  (Including 
Salzburg  Music  Festival).  Bavaria.  July  26  - 
Aug.  12.  $1099  from  Dallas  or  Memphis.  First- 
class  hotels,  most  meals.  Early  -  bird 
discounts.  Brochure:  Rev.  Gus  Browning,  6 
Blackfrlars,  Texarkana,  Texas  75601,  (214) 
792-2436. 


HOLY  LAND  PLU8  ATHENS  AND  ROME: 
All  meals,  firs tc lass.  Fifteen  days,  leaving 
May  27.  Compare  from  Kansas  City  $1299,  New 
York  $1149.  Interested,  write:  Rev.  Ed. 
Robertson.  9208  Oakland,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
64136. 


ORIENT  ADVENTURE,  with  Larry  and 
Mildred  Lacour.  Tokyo  —  meet  with  leaders  of 
government  and  the  church,  worship  and  eat 
with  Christians  in  a  new  mission  church.  Kyoto 
—  live  In  Japanese  style.  Hiroshima  —  be 
guided  by  John  Hersey's  "Hero  of  Hiroshima" 
and  meet  "Hiroshima  Maidens."  Also.  Seoul. 
Talpal.  Hong  Kong  and  Honolulu.  See  these 
countries  through  the  people.  Deluxe  hotels. 
Leave  May  21, 15  days.  First  UMC.  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.  60902. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  Requires  a  person  with  a 
Bachelor's  Degree  from  an  accredited  college 
or  university.  Prefer  a  person  with  a  major  'n 
vocal  or  choral  music.  Must  have  a  personality 
that  will  attract  children  and  the  ability  to 
work  with  children  under  emotional  stress. 
CONTACT:  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76706. 


SOUTHEAST  ASIA  -  A  CHRISTIAN'S 
PRESENCE:  Our  churchwide  mission  study 
for  1975-76.  Come  Join  tour  departing  Los 
Angeles  September  13.  19  days.  $1346.  Deluxe 
hotels,  American  breakfast,  plus  one  meal 
dally.  Experienced  escorts.  Brochure:  Her¬ 
man  Netxela,  2924  Roxton  Ave..  Los  Angeles 


CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  BrJ. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllng  Dr., 
Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  799-5049. 


FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 
quality  warmhearted  30-minute  radio  program 
Is  available  to  you  and  your  community 
without  cos!.  Your  only  responsibility  Is  either 
to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated,  sponsored 
or  underwritten.  We  provide  the  tapes  com¬ 
pletely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour.  P.  O.  Box 
77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32X0. 


REGISTERED  NURSES:  R.N.’a  needed  In 
nearly  new.  small,  flilly  equipped  hospital  In 
West  Texas.  Located  In  the  heart  of  the 
highest,  moat  rugged  and  beautiful  mountains 
of  Texas.  Two  national  and  one  state  park 
nearby.  Clean,  pleasant  and  congenial  com¬ 
munity  and  working  conditions.  Each  nurse  is 
a  head  nurse.  Opportunity  for  Interesting, 
challenging,  hospital-wide  responsibility. 
Starting  salary  $9400  and  up,  depending  an 
experience.  Usual  fringe  benefits  of  hospital 
Insurance,  vacation,  holidays,  sick  Urns,  etc. 
Contact:  Earl  Ooatcher,  Administrator, 
Culbertson  County  Hospital,  Van  Horn,  Texas 
79666.  A-C  915-263-2760. 


Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  $2.50  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.'a. 
ellzabeth’s  Gift  House,  P.O.  Box  25381, 
Houston.  Texas  77005. 


MEXICO  CITY.  ACAPULCO,  etc.:  Eight  days. 
June  27.  From  Chicago  (or  Dixon),  only  $479. 
Write:  Robert  Schumm.  Box  369,  Dixon,  HI. 
61021. 


FUND  RAISING  FABRIC  SALE:  Try  this  new 
and  unique  method  of  raising  funds.  Suc¬ 
cessfully  used  by  many  churches.  Sale  In 
Graham,  Texas,  reported  In  January  17  Issue 
of  TM-UMR.  Contact:  Fabric  Masters  of 
Texas.  3413  Ashford.  Fort  Worth.  Texas  76133, 
($17)292-3303,  for  details.  Send  phone  number. 


A  CONFERENCE  ON  YOUTH  MINISTRY 
with  Dr.  Ross  Snyder.  "Celebratlve 
Christians:  Meeting  Contemporary  Religious 
Hungers."  An  experisnee  workshop  —  one 
youth  far  each  adult.  Fourth  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  on  Ministerial  Excellency  hosted  by 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  420  N.  Nevada, 
Colorado  Springs.  CO.  60901.  phone  (301)  471- 
8582.  Contact  Julian  Rush,  Youth  Minister,  for 
further  Information  and  brochures. 


FESTIVAL  OF  NEW  LIFE  with  Bruce  Larson. 
Lloyd  Ogllvle  April  25-28.  San  Jose  District  Co¬ 
sponsor.  Pre-reglstratlans  only.  Brochure 
available:  Willow  Glen  UMC.  1420  Newport, 
San  Jose,  CA.  95125. 


BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 
(214  )  747-4540. 


LET  US  CATALOG  and  classify  your  church 
library  books.  $1.33  volume.  Will  produce 
audio- visuals  far  your  project.  Write:  M.  Pitts, 
1601  N.  Dixie,  Cookeville,  Term. 


BRITISH  ISLES  —  Ireland,  Scotland,  England 
—  with  Methodist  and  literary  highlights. 
Dallas  to  Dallas,  first  class,  Juno  16-Juty  7. 
$1462.  Write  or  call:  Mrs.  Ida  Louisa  Noblin, 
7203  Centenary,  Dallas,  Texas  75225,  (214  )  366- 


HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  portions  for  married 
ooimlee  -with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  me  ala,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave)  Also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  nen-smokere, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  Texas  76706. 


PHOTOS  COPIED:  Negative  and  one  3x4 
print.  $1.15  plus  postage.  B  A  W  only.  Price  list 
for  SAE.  Day.  Box  306.  Armona,  CA.  93202. 


$50-300  SAVED  ON  a  choir  or  mission  bus  trip 
is  not  unusual.  Professional  help,  nationwide 
service.  Trav-Coo  A  Associates,  Bob  Evans, 
(219)  358-0666  ,  3040  Park  Ln..  Dallas,  Texas 


FOR  SALE:  25  black  choir  robes.  Broadcloth, 
map  yoke.  Good  condition.  Valley  View 
Church.  EapanoU,  New  Mex.  87632,  c-o  Rase 
Million. 


ALPINE  HOLIDAY:  A  leisurely  16-day  tour  of 
Switzerland,  the  Italian  and  Austrian  Tyrol, 
and  Bavaria  with  tour  host  Bob  Sanders.  61099 
from  Dallas  on  July  38.  Brochure  from  United 
Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box  3129,  Waco, 
Texas  76707. 
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Leaders  reflect  on  Selma 

Ten  years  later:  pace  slows  after  early  gains 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Montgomery,  Alabama,  ten  yeas  ago. 

The  vanguard  entered-  broad  Dexter 
Avenue  leading  to  the  State  Capitol. 

“Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the 
coming  of  the  Lord."  The  song  was 
picked  up  by  a  throng  of  blade  farmers, 
white  bishops,  students,  housemaids, 
rabbis,  labor  leaders,  nuns  and  other 
Americans  of  all  colors  and  stations. 

The  march  from  Selma  had  been 
made. 

Led  by  Dr.  Martn  Luther  King,  Jr.  and 
supported  by  the  greatest  ecumenical 
outpouring  for  any  single  civil  rights 
event  in  U.S.  history,  the  South’s  black 
citizens  brought  their  grievances  to  the 
cradle  of  the  Confederacy. 

Eastern 
Orthodox 
Lent  begins 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Lent  for  the 
nation’s  estimated  6  million  Eastern 
Orthodox  Christians  began  on  March  17 
with  the  “Monday  of  purification.” 

Orthodox  Easter  this  year  falls  on 
May  4,  more  than  a  month  after  the  date 
observed  by  the  Western  churches, 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic. 

Lent  for  the  Orthodox  always  begins  on 
a  Monday  and  is  a  period  of  rigid  fasting, 
prayer,  repentance,  special  liturgies  and 
observance  of  the  sacraments  of  Con¬ 
fession  and  Communion  in  preparation 
for  Easter. 

While  Eastern  and  Western  branches 
of  Christianity  follow  different  calendars 
in  calculating  the  date  of  Easter.  :he 
dates  are  normally  much  closer  than  is 
the  case  this  year.  .. 

there  has  been  ecumenical  con¬ 
versation  in  recent  years  on  the 
possibility  of  establishing  a  common 
Easter  celebration.  A  considerable  body 
of  opinion  holds  that  the  Orthodox  follow 
the  more  historically  correct  system  in 
determining  the  date. 

Father  Nicon  Patrinacos,  director  of 
interchurch  relations  of  the  Greek 
Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  North  and  South 
America,  recently  summarized 
procedures  followed  in  calculating 
Easter  dates. 

The  date  was  originally  determined  in 
the  year  325  A.D.  at  the  Council  of 
Nicaea.  The  bishops  then  determined 
that  Easter  would  be  on  the  first  Sunday 
following  the  first  full  moon  of  the  Spring 
Equinox  (March  21),  but  always  after 
Jewish  Passover. 

A  somewhat  confusing  factor  arose  in 


How  has  the  march  for  civil  rights 
fared  since  the  Selma-to-Montgomery 
walk,  the  pinnacle  of  the  movement  in 
the  1960s? 

Selma  in  1965  involved  black  voting 
rights  in  the  South  and  local  segregation, 
including  the  right  to  make  the  trek  to 
Montgomery.  At  least  partial  victories 
can  be  reported  on  those  points. 

Pre-1965  segregation  has  fallen  in  the 
south.  Selma  is  a  different  place  today 
from  what  it  was  when  Alabama  state 
troopers  beat  marchers  crossing  the 
Edmund  Pettus  Bridge.  Schools  are 
interracial,  and  five  black  members  sit 
on  the  city  council.  Governor  George 
Wallace  has  relaxed  his  opposition  to 
integration. 

The  demonstration  launched  at  Selma 


( SCLC) ,  quickly  moved  to  economics  and 
the  problem  of  job  opportunities  for 
blacks. 

Mr.  Abernathy,  successor  to  Dr.  King, 
said  he  is  thankful  for  the  gains  of  the 
past  10  years,  particularly  jn^  voter 
registration  and  political  education. 

However,  the  current  unemployment 
rate  among  young  blacks  is  “a  terrible, 
awful,  dreadful  problem  that  is  plaguing 
the  life  out  of  the  black  community,”  he 
stated. 

Recent  government  figures  indicate 
that  4l.l  per  cent  of  the  nation’s  black 
teenage  labor  force  (ages  16  to  19)  are  out 
of  work  and  that  the  rate  for  black  adults 
runs  far  higher  than  that  for  whites. 

Black  youths,  according  to  the  SCLC 
president,  are  asking:  “Why  go  to 
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spurred  Congress,  with  the  strong  bid-  school?  Why  get  a  degree?  For  what  — 


the  year  360  AXLwlien  the  Jews  adopted  Service. 


ding  of  President  Lyndon  Johnson,  to 
pass  the  1965  Voting  Rights  Acts, 
abolishing  barriers  to  black  registration 
in  the  South. 

Elected  black  officials  numbers 
mushroom 

In  1975,  according  to  the  Atlanta-based 
Voter  Education  Project,  the  11  deep 
South  states  have  1,582  elected  black 
officials.  Of  those,  three  are  members  of 
the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  11  are 
state  senators  and  84  are  in  state 
assemblies.  Black  mayors  are  no  longer 
unusual.  More  than  530  new  black  of¬ 
ficials  were  elected  in  November,  1974. 

There  were  only  72  black  elected  of¬ 
ficials  in  the  11  states  in  1965.  Laws  and 
statistics,  however,  do  not  tell  the  whole 
story.  The  arrival  of  the  Salem  marchers 
in  Montgomery,  the  resulting  voting 
rights  legislation  and  the  unprecedented 
religious  involvement  in  civil  rights 
together  seemed  —  in  the  late  1960s  —  to 
usher  in  a  new  era,  the  chance  to  fulfill  a 
promise. 

“We  must  come  to  see  that  the  end  we 
seek  is  a  society  at  peace  with  itself,  a 
society  that  can  live  with  its  conscience,” 
Dr.  King  said  from  the  Alabama  Capitol 
steps. 

When  a  dream  begins  to  come  true,  a 
promise  to  unfold,  follow-through  is 
essential  for  fulfillment.  The  promise  of 
Selma  lags  in  1975  for  lack  of  national 
commitment,  according  to  persons 
devoted  to  civil  rights. 

The  march  to  Montgomery,  sym¬ 
bolically  speaking,  needed  to  go  on,  says 
the  Rev.  John  Adams,  a  United 
Methodist  church  and  society  official 
who  took  part  in  the  Selma  mobilization. 
Stronger  efforts  were  required  over  the 
past  decade,  according  to  Mr.  Adams,  to 
shore  up  black  rights  and  to  extend  the 
promise  of  justice  and  equality  to  other 
minorities. 

“I  am  deeply  concerned  over  the  fact 
that  many  of  us  in  the  church  who  came 
together  around  Selma  have  dropped 
back,”  Mr.  Adams  told  Religious  News 


a  new  calendar  that  affected  the  dating  of 
Passover,  and  thus  the  dating  of  Easter. 

Efforts  to  correct  the  Julian  calendar 
were  begun  in  the  14th  Century  but  it  was 
not  until  the  16th  Century  that  a  new 
calendar,  proclaimed  by  Pope  Gregory 
XIII  and  named  for  him,  emerged. 

In  setting  the  Gregorian  calendar, 
Father  Patrinacos  said,  the  Western 
church  did  not  take  into  account  that  the 
Council  of  Nicaea  stipulated  that  Easter 
must  be  “always  after  the  Hebrew 
Passover.” 

The  dating  of  Passover  does  not  figure 
in  the  date  of  Western  Easter,  which  is 
simply  the  first  Sunday  after  the  Spring 
Equinox. 

The  Eastern  church  did  not  accept  the 
Gregorian  Calendar  when  it  was  issued. 

In  1923-24  the  Orthodox  Ecumenical 
Patriarchate  of  Constantinople  and  most 
other  Orthodox  Churches  adopted  the 
Gregorian  calendar  for  all  feast  days 
except  Easter,  Pentecost,  Ascension  and 
the  Feast  of  St.  George. 


Selma:  a  religious  happening 

Selma  was  a  religious  happening,  both 
in  spirit  and  in  composition  of  the 
demonstrators.  It  was  without  question 
the  high  point  for  the  religious  civil  rights 
coalition  of  the  1960s,  a  coalition  that  fell 
victim  before  1970  to  internal 
disagreements  and  the  transfer  of  energy 
to  other  causes. 

The  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson,  a  former  aide 
to  Dr.  King  and  now  director  of  Operation 
PUSH  (People  United  to  Save 
Humanity),  has  actively  worked  over  the 
past  year  to  re-establish  the  coalition. 

“W'e  must  continue  to  make  efforts  to 
educate  and  activate  our  constituences,” 
Mr.  Adams  said  of  church  initiatives  in 
civil  rights.  “The  gospel  is  activist  in 
terms  of  justice  and  spiritual  in  terms  of 
who  we  are.  We  must  have  absolute 
melding  of  these  two.” 

In  a  telephone  interview  on  the  current 
state  of  civil  rights,  the  Rev.  Ralph  David 
Abernathy,  president  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference, 


The  promise  of  Selma  is  not  fulfilled 

Ten  years  ago,  thousands  set  out  from  Selma  and  marched  to  the  Alabama  state 
capital  at  Montgomery.  The  issues  of  Selma  in  1965  involved  black  voting  rights  in 
the  South  and  local  segregation.  Ten  years  later,  partial  victories  can  be  reported  on 
these  points.  Barriers  to  black  voter  registration  in  the  South  were  abolished  by  the 
1965  Voting  Rights  Act.  Hundreds  of  blacks  hold  elective  offices  in  the  11  deep  South 
states.  Pre-1965  segregation  has  fallen. 

But  the  promise  of  Selma  lags  in  1975  for  what  some  call  lack  of  national  com¬ 
mitment.  Thousands  no  longer  march,  unemployment  rates  for  blacks  run  far 
higher  than  for  whites,  racial  tensions  still  exist.  There  is  a  long  way  to  go  to  achieve 
what  the  late  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  called  “a  society  at-peace  with  itself.”  This 
photo  illustrates  that. 
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there  are  no  jobs.” 

Unemployment  breeds  new 
problems 

A  lack  of  employment  opportunity,  he 
added,  is  “contributing  heavily  to  the 
delinquency  and  crime  and  dope  that  are 
destroying  our  communities.” 

Mr.  Abernathy  speculated  that  SCLC 
may  find  it  necessary,  as  it  did  in  the 
1960s,  to  return  to  the  streets  with  non¬ 
violent  demonstrations  to  encourage 
government,  and  society  at  large,  to  deal 
with  unemployment. 

Events  since  Selma  give  clear  in¬ 
dication  that  racial  tension  is  no  longer  a 
regional  issue  and  that  blacks  are  not  the 
only  minority  suffering  discrimination. 

The  South  in  fact,  some  analysts  claim, 
has  done  a  better  job  with  integration 
than  have  some  northern  regions.  An 
irony  in  the  Boston  controversy  over 
busing  is  that  citizens  of  Charlotte,  N.C., 
sent  a  representation  to  the 
Massachusetts  city  to  show  how  the 
southern  community  peacefully  in¬ 
tegrated  its  schools  by  busing. 

Four  years  ago  Father  Theodore 
Hesburgh,  former  chairman  of  the  U.S. 
Civil  Rights  Commission,  warned  of  a 
“lack  of  moral  commitment  to  civil 
rights  among  the  majority  of  Americans 
as  well  as  within  the  government.” 

Mr.  Abernathy  of  SCLC  sees  no  reason 
to  challenge  that  assessment  in  1975,  and 
Mr.  Adams  would  list  religious  groups 
among  those  having  insufficient  com¬ 
mitment  to  civil  rights. 

None  doubts  that  progress  has  been 
registered  since  Selma.  The  hope  stated 
on  the  march,  the  promise  made  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act,  however, 
remain  larger  than  accomplishments  to 
date. 

The  goal  of  a  “society  at  peace  with 
itself”  beckons  from  tomorrow. 
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EAST  HAMPTON,  N.Y.  —  The  universality  of  man’s 
faith  as  seen  through  the  art  and  artifacts  of  the  five 
major  religions  was  the  subject 
Hall  in  the  resort  community 
unique  show  brought  together 
Hindu  and  Buddhist  art  from  the  Brooklyn  Museum,  the 
Jewish  Museum  in  New  York,  the  Guild  Hall  collection, 
private  collectors  and  others. 

Among  the  items  exhibited  were  a  carved  wooden 
crucifix  and  statues  of  the  Christ  Child,  Mary  and  Joseph 
[upper  left],  designed  by  Ade  de  Bethune  and  carved  by 
Benjamin  Valeniciano  of  the  Philippines:  a  16th  century 
Buddha  from  Thailand  [center],  part  of  the  Guild  Hall 
collection;  a  Torah  parchment  scroll  on  wooden  rollers 
decorated  with  silver  [upper  right],  executed  in  Germany 
around  1700,  from  the  Jewish  Museum;  an  11th  century 
statue  of  Vishnu  [lower  left],  the  principal  god  of  Hin¬ 
duism,  from  the  Guild  Hall  collection;  and  a  calligraph> 
from  18th  century  Persia  [lower  right],  an  example  of 
Islamic  art,  on  loan  from  the  Brooklyn  Museum. 
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Consensus:  labels  are  divisive 


Protestants  meet  to  6 scale  walls 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  —  A  group  of 
25  “ecumenical"  and  “evangelical’’ 
Protestants  discovered  in  an  exploratory 
meeting  here  that  dividing  walls  can  be 
scaled  or  that  they  may  not  even  exist. 

The  unprecedented  two-day  gathering 
brought  together  representatives  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and 
members  of  a  “young  evangelical” 
movement  closely  identified  with  the  1973 


Messiah  College  told  Religious  News 
Service  following  the  meeting  which  was 
closed  to  the  press. 

“The  meeting  confirmed  what  we  had 
suspected,  that  labels  are  deceptive  and 
in  some  cases  divisive,”  said  Dr.  Jorge 
Lara-Brand,  director  for  faith  and  order 
of  the  National  Council. 

Dr.  Lara-Braud  said  that  the  word 
llevangelical”  is  a  case  in  point  of  un¬ 


Chicago  Declaration  of  Evahgefical  Jortunate—divisiveness.  “The  faith 


.Social-  Concerns: 

Different  views  about  social  action  and 
personal  evangelism  figure  in  the 
division  between  ecumenical  and 
evangelical  —  some  say  “liberal”  and 
"conservative”  —  Protestants. 

There  is  “clearly  a  new  kind  of  mutual 
respect’’  developing  between 
evangelicals  and  the  National  Council, 
Dr.  Ronald  Sider  of  Philadelphia’s 


Gold  Star  mother  urges 
U.M.  lobby  for  amnesty 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  A  Gold 
Star  Mother  whose  son  was  killed  in 
Vietnam  in  1968  told  a  United  Methodist 
interstaff  task  force  here  recently  that 
success  is  within  grasp  of  the  amnesty 
movement  if  enough  attention  can  be 
given  to  Congress. 

Mrs.  Louise  Ransom,  New  York, 
president  of  Americans  for  Amnesty 
(AFA),  told  the  “Special  Ministries/ 
Vietnam  Generation"  group  that  news 
regarding  the  amnesty  movement  is  both 
good  and  bad.  Among  the  “good  news” 
favoring  amnesty,  she  said,  has  been 
President  Ford’s  clemency  program,  the 
Nixon  pardon,  legislative  bills  now  in 
Congress,  public  revulsion  at  more 
funding  for  Vietnam,  and  what  she  called 
a  “new  ballgame”  in  Congress. 

Regarding  the  President’s  clemency 
program,  Mrs.  Ransom  said  it  has  helped 
promote  the  amnesty  movement  because 
it  “gives  visibility  to  the  inequities  which 
led  to  the  need  for  the  clemency 
program.”  The  President’s  program,  she 
said,  gives  deserters  and  evaders 
“another  impossible  choice.” 

“Many  of  the  men  have  married  and 
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have  families,”  she  said.  “They  are 
asked  by  the  clemency  program  to  give 
up  their  jobs  and  in  essence  to  give  up 
their  families  which  they  can’t  possibly 
support  on  two  years  of  alternate  service 
at  subsistance  wages.”  She  also  added 
that  most  men  refuse  to  acknowledge 
they  have  been  “bad  boys”  in  order  to 
take  advantage  of  the  program.  “Many 
of  these  so-called  ‘bad  boys’  have  purple 
hearts  for  bravery.” 

The  “bad  news”  regarding  amnesty, 
she  said,  is  the  inadequate  lobbying  ef¬ 
forts  in  Congress.  She  also  acknowledged 
that  financial  support  for  AFA  and  other 
similar  groups  is  drying  up. 

Calling  on  United  Methodists  to  lob¬ 
by  on  behalf  of  amnesty,  Mrs.  Ransom 
said  one  fact  which  she  thinks  Congress 
should  know  is  that  92  per  cent  of  the 
draf  table  young  men  were  not  involved  in 
the  Vietnam  War.  “Congress  doesn’t 
understand  what  we  in  the  amnesty 
movement  take  for  granted:  the  most 
helpless  in  our  society  were  the  most 
victimized  by  the  Vietnam  War.” 

The  United  Methodist  interstaff  task 
force,  chaired  by  the  Rev.  Glenn 
Hosman,  Nashville,  is  funded  by  five 
church  agencies  but  its  work  is  con¬ 
ducted  ecumenically  through  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  “Special 
Ministries/  Vietnam  Generation.” 
Budget  for  the  United  Methodist  task 
force  in  1975  is  approximately  $20,000. 


rooted  in  the  ‘evangel’  —  the  Gospel,"  he 
observed.  He  felt  the  time  has  come  when 
“evangelical”  and  “ecumenical” 
Protestants  can  see  themselves  as  allies. 

Dr.  Sider  and  Dr.  Lara-Braud  chaired 
the  sessions,  planned  over  a  period  of 
months  from  initiatives  taken  by  each 
side. 

The  National  Council  is  made  up  of  31 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  Churches.  It  is 
commonly  seen,  particularly  by  its 
critics,  as  chiefly  a  socially  activist 
organization  dominated  by  the  “liberal” 
leaders  o£  the  older  Protestant 
denominations. 

Evangelicals  are  often  defined  as  those 
Protestants  who  are  non-ecumenical, 
wary  of~  social  action  and  concerned 
mainly  for  personal  conversion. 

Dr.  Sider  noted  that  “significant 
theological  differences”  exist  between 
ecumenical  and  evangelical  Protestants 
but  that  some  concerns  are  definitely 
shared. 

“We  will  be  justified  by  grace  through 
faith  and  not  justified  by  agreement  with 
one  another,”  Dr.  Lara-Braud  told 
ecumenical  and  evangelical  delegates 
alike. 

Social  action  was  a  major  agenda  item. 
Dr.  Sider  and  his  colleagues  represent  an 
evangelical  movement  deeply  concerned 
about  social  justice. 

“We  want  to  learn  from  some  of  the 
right  things  and  the  wrong  things  that 
National  Council  types  have  done  in 
seeking  social  justice,”  the  Messiah 
College  professor  told  RNS. 

There  was  general  agreement  that 
persons  who  identify  themselves  as 
ecumenical  or  evangelical  can  cooperate 
on  such  issues  as  world  hunger  and  the 
developing  of  new  Christian  life-styles  in 
a  declining  economy. 

While  no  committee  or  other 
organization  was  set  up  to  plan  additional 


meetings,  further  contacts  —  at  least  on 
shared  concerns  —  was  expected. 

U.M.  College 
asks  state 
take-over 

RALEIGH.  NC.  (RNS)  -  North 
Carolina  officials  have  responded 
cautiously  to  a  proposal  that  the  state 
take  over  the  financially-strapped  North 
Carolina  Wesleyan  College,  a  United 
Methodist  school  at  Rocky  Mount. 

Sen.  Thomas  Strickland,  a  Wayne 
County  Democrat,  said  he  would  look 
“fairly  at  the  proposal,  made  by  Wes¬ 
leyan  trustees,  if  it  came  before  his 
Senate  Higher  Education  Committee. 

But  he  added  that  the  state  would  not 
rush  into  akeover  and  could  probably 
come  up  Arii.i  a  better  wa>  of  aiding  the 
school. 

William  A  Dees,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  governors  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  which  would  have  to 
approve  state  control  of  Wesleyan,  was 
more  directly  negative. 

He  said  that  the  United  Methodist 
school’s  trustees  had  not  contacted  his 
board,  which  has  no  policies  governing 
the  takeover  of  a  private  college,  and 
that  there  were  no  plans  to  expand  the 
university  system  beyond  its  present  16 
campuses. 

Dr.  Cameron  West,  president  of  the 
state  Association  of  Independent  Col¬ 
leges  and  Universities,  said  it  would  be 
cheaper  for  the  state  to  increase  student 
aid  to  Wesleyan  than  to  operate  the 
college. 

Dr  West,  a  United  Methodist,  added 
that  Wesleyan  was  not  the  only  private 
college  in  the  state  experiencing 
financial  problems. 

Sen.  Strickland  said  it  might  be  better 
for  the  state  to  make  up  the  tuition  dif¬ 
ference  than  to  assume  control. 

"I  think  it  would  be  good  for  the  public 
to  have  varying  kinds  of  education,”  he 
said. 


Church  aids  troubled  people 
with  low-key,  personal  touch 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  A 
prominent  evangelical  journal  has 
suggested  thjit  the  appointment  of  a 
Buddhist  clergyman  to  serve  as  chaplain 
for  the  California  State  Senate  “should 
help  to  disabuse  those  who  still  think  that 
the  United  States  is  a  Christian  nation’.” 

In  an  editorial  in  its  March  14  issue, 

“Christianity  Today”  comments,  “We 
live  in  a  pluralistic  society  in  which 
freedom  of  religion  is  guaranteed  and 
church  and  state  are  separate.  No  par¬ 
ticular  religion,  Christian  or  non- 
Christian,  is  to  be  singled  out  as  nor¬ 
mative  or  given  support  by  the  state.” 

The  fortnightly  acknowledges  that 
“what  is  distressing  to  the  Christian  in 
this  pluralistic  climate  is  the  idea  it 
fosters  that  it  makes  a  little  difference 
what  religion  one  chooses.  Christians 
believe  that  the  Christian  faith  is  not  on 
the  same  level  as  other  religions,  that  it 
is  unique,  the  only  true  religion.” 

However,  the  editorial  says,  “this  is  a 
far  cry  from  saying  that  only  those  in  the 
Christian  tradition  can  be  considered  for 
appointment  as  chaplains.  That  policy 
would  be  in  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
though  it  would  probably  be  a  fair 
reflection  of  what  prevailed  in  the 
colonial  period  of  American  history.” 

In  conclusion,  the  editorial  affirms,  .•  .  ,  .  „  .  ,  .  , 

“The  true- Christian  -mH-xarry  hhs— #  J^U  Uiem  ^ *haUkn°w,  Own  ; 

Christian  convictions  with  him  into  his  ?  THiiik  it  over -and -judge-foe  . 
work.”  *  themselves.  ; 

‘•••v.v %v.w.v« 


Eager  parishioners £ 
sink  boat-church  £ 


DANIA  Fla.  (RNS)  —  A  self- 
styled  preacher  whose  home  and 
church  are  on  a  partially  sub¬ 
merged  houseboat  is  optimistic  at 
the  prospect  of  being  able  to 
resume  his  ministry  soon. 

Orlando  Orlando  (Ed.  Note: 
correct  name)  wryly  noted  that  it 
was  his  preaching  that  was  in¬ 
directly  responsible  for  the  plight. 

“I  was  preaching,”  he  said. 
"People  just  kept  coming  on  and 
coming  on,  and  it  sunk.” 

Mr.  Orlando  now  expects 
followers  to  help  him  raise  his 
home  and  the  First  Church  of  Our 
Christian  Christ  Monastery.  He 
will  not  be  able  to  provide  much 
physical  assistance,  since  he  is 
partially  paralyzed. 

Acknowledging  that  he  has  had 
no  formal  ministerial  training,  Mr. 
Orlando  said,  “I  am  a  very  well 
educated  man.  I  teach  facts.  I 
explain  everything  the  way  it  is, 
whether  it  is  pleasant  to  the  ears  or 


HOUSTON  (RNS)  —  Thousands  of 
churches  have  programs  to  aid 
alcoholics,  or  drug  addicts,  or  ex¬ 
convicts.  But  how  many  have  one 
program  that  combines  services  to  all 
these  groups? 

Bellaire  United  Methodist  Church  here 
does.  And  its  leaders  are  quick  to  point 
out  that  it  does  not  fit  the  stereotypes  of 
“rescue  mission”  work. 

Jesse  Armstrong,  a  recovered 
alcoholic  and  member  of  the  Bellaire 
church,  started  the  30-member  group  last 
November.  He  says  a  visitor  to  one  of  its 
Sunday  classes  will  not  find  testimonies 
about  soul-saving. 

Bobby  Williams,  an  ex-convict  and 
former  addict  who  helped  set  up  the 
group,  comments,  “I  bet  there  are  not 
three  members  of  the  class  that  are 
members  of  any  church.  A  lot  of  people 
who  come  have  agnostic  attitudes.” 

Why  do  they  attend  the  class?  Mr 
Armstrong  feels  that  one  reason  is  a  deep 
need  for  the  religious  values  they  have 
avoided  in  the  past. 

“As  psychologist  Viktor  Frankl  says  in 
his  book,  ‘Man’s  Search  for  Meaning’, 
everyone  nas  to  have  a  meaning  in  life,” 
he  says.  “And  many  people  find  that 
meaning  through  religion.” 

Many  of  the  persons  who  attend  the 
class  are  recommended  by  a  drug  abuse 
program  operated  hy  the  Veterans 
Administration.  Mr.  Armstrong  and  Mr. 
‘Williams,-  counselors  in  that  program^ 
say  that  although  the  VA  offers  physical 


and  mental  help  to  troubled  veterans,  it 
cannot  offer  the  spiritual  aid  they 
themselves  found  to  be  needed. 

The  weekly  Sunday  class  features 
group  discussions  on  such  topics  as  death 
and  what  it  means  to  each  individual,  to 
the  fourth  step  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 
the  taking  of  a  personal  inventory  to  see 
where  one’s  life  needs  to  be  improved. 

A  closing  meditation  is  the  closest  the 
class  ever  comes  to  an  overtly  religious 
act.  Mr.  Armstrong  says.  Members 
gather  in  a  circle,  each  one  holding  hands 
with  two  others,  and  silently  meditate. 

One  special  project  of  the  group,  known 
as  the  Fulfillment  Class,  is  helping 
former  prisoners  find  jobs  and  places  to 
live.  Members  are  also  planning  to  open 
a  half-way  house  for  ex -convicts  who 
have  had  problems  with  alcohol  or  drugs. 

“We  know  enough  people  who  want  to 
go  to  a  half-way  house  right  now  to  fill  up 
the  place,”  Mr.  Armstrong  says.  He 
estimates  that  it  will  take  $30,000  a  year 
to  rent  and  furnish  a  house  and  con¬ 
stantly  feed  and  clothe  10  people. 

“Reople  don’t  realize  that  there  are 
18,000  inmates  in  Texas  prisons  and  28 
per  cent  of  them  are  paroled  to  the 
Houston  area,”  he  comments.  “The  half¬ 
way  house  facilities  here  are  a  drop  in  the 
bucket  compared  to  what  is  needed.” 

But  it  is  a  start.  As  Mr.  Williams  says, 
“Everyone  sees  it  (helping  ex-convicts) 
as  somebody  else’s  responsibility.  This 
class  is  .hoping- to  shoulder  some  of  that 
responsibility.” 
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1974  Annual  Report 
Methodist  Hospital 

(New  Orleans,  Louisiana) 

.  .  .  a  community  hospital 

.  .  .  a  specialty  hospital 
...  a  health  care  hospital 


The  transition  from  its  founding  as  a  community  hospital  to  a 
major  health  center  has  been  a  rapid  one  for  Methodist  Hospital. 

Today,  Methodist  Hospital  stands  as  the  center  of  health  care 
services  in  the  New  Orleans  East  community  —  and  beyond.  As  a 
referral  center  it  serves  increasing  numbers  of  patients  frpm 
Southern  Louisiana  and  the  Gulf  Coast;  as  a  surgical  center  it 
carries  out  sophisticated  orthopedic  procedures,  thoracic  and 
vascular  surgery;  and  as  a  full  facility  hospital  Methodist  provides 
well  staffed,  fully  equipped  respiratory  therapy,  radiology  and 
pathology  departments  as  well  as  the  diagnostic  capabilities  for 
electrocardiograms  and  electroencephalograms;  the  hospital’s 
cardiac  catherization  program  has  received  national  acclaim. 

Within  the  span  of  its  six  year  history,  the  hospital  has  also 
gained  a  reputation  as  a  specialty  hospital  —  more  than  fulfilling 
the  expectations  of  a  community  hospital. 

Methodist  Hospital  was  founded  as  an  answer  to  the  anticipated 
needs  of  a  growing  New  Orleans  East  community.  A  vast  un¬ 
developed  area  at  the  start  of  the  seventies,  this  community  has 
emerged  in  the  last  several  years  with  phenomenal  increases  in 
population,  residences,  commercial,  educational  and  recreational 
facilities. 

A  reflection  on  the  year’s  activities  at  Methodist  Hospital  is  a 
clear  demonstration  that  the  hospital  continues  to  maintain, 
support  and  build  on  its  initial  contribution  to  the  community.  Such 
retrospection  also  indicates  that  the  hospital  holds  consistent  to  its 
primary  objective  of  providing  the  best  in  patient  care  as  it  mat¬ 
ches  the  pace  of  medical  and  community  advances. 

In  1974  the  hospital  remained  a  forerunner  among  area  hospitals 
with  the  introduction  of  highly  specialized  diagnostic  equipment. 

In  the  Radiology  department,  Ultra  Sound  equipment  functions 
by  translating  sound  impulses  from  various  areas  of  the  body  onto 
a  screen  and  recording  the  patterns  with  a  Polaroid  photograph. 
Methodist  is  the  first  hospital  in  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area  to 
house  a  continuous  motion  ultra  sound  scanner. 

Initiation  of  a  telemetry  system  in  the  hospital’s  coronary  care 
unit  is  proving  an  invaluable  aid  as  an  extension  of  the  patient’s 
coronary  care  as  well  as  a  diagnostic  instrument.  An  upgrading  of 
stress  test  and  cardiogram  equipment  in  the  Cardiac  Studies 
department  has  added  to  this  department’s  ability  to  diagnose  and 
treat  heart  patients. 

In  the  Radiology  department  the  introduction  of  xeroradiography 
has  also  contributed  to  fast  and  accurate  diagnosis.  This  new 
technique  which  records  x-ray  wages  on  paper  rather  than  a 
negative  is  extremely  beneficial  for  mammography  and  the  study 
of  other  soft  tissues  and  bones. 

An  Atomic  Absorption  Emission  Spectrophometer  in  the  lab 
provides  a  fast  and  accurate  method  of  measuring  metals  found  in 
the  body.  A  Centrifichem  Analyzer  also  in  the  lab  produces  rapid 
and  accurate  diagnosis  of  microsamples  of  body  fluids.  The 
Respiratory  Therapy  department  has  added  blood  gas,  ionometer 
and  oxygen  analyzers  to  broaden  this  department’s  services.  And  a 
new  IBM  computer  terminal  in  the  Business  Office  gives  instant 
readings  on  patient  accounts. 

Highly  technical  and  advanced  equipment  is  of  little  importance 
without  the  expert  knowledge  and  skill  of  the  personnel  who 
operate  such  devices.  Continually  striving  to  inform,  educate  and 
train  personnel  in  the  knowledge  of  new  techniques  and  devices  is 
the  hospital’s  Inservice  Education  department.  Inservice 
Education  has  increased  staff  and  expanded  facilities  to  meet  the 
growing  demands  of  the  hospital  for  training  programs  related  to 
the  employee’s  job  as  well  as  orientation  of  new  employees. 


As  an  educational  and  service  program  for  the  community,  the 
hospital  offers  a  three  week  series  of  pre-natal  classes  every  other 
month.  As  many  as  30  couples  are  attending  each  series  which 
consist  of  lectures,  films,  demonstrations  and  discussions. 

Methodist  also  maintains  a  School  of  Radiologic  Technology,  and 
participates  in  a  cooperative  program  with  Delgado  University, 
training  four  Respiratory  Therapy  students  on  a  six  month  basis. 

The  year  saw  an  increasing  number  of  patients  at  Methodist 
Hospital.  Emergency  treatments  and  outpatient  visits  reached  a 
record  high.  And  differing  from  trends  in  some  area  hospitals, 
Methodist  experienced  a  strong  utilization  of  its  obstetrical  beds. 

To  assure  the  patient  of  the  most  comfortable  stay  possible, 
Methodist  Hospital  this  year  developed  the  position  of  patient 
representative  to  visit  patients  daily  and  assist  with  special 
problems. 

The  one  problem  which  persisted  throughout  the  year  was  lack  of 
space.  A  “roller  room”  was  instituted  last  year  as  a  stop  gap 
measure  to  accommodate  an  overflow  of  patients.  This  room  ac¬ 
commodates  patients  for  temporary  periods  pending  availability  of 
beds. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  a  program  entailing  130,000  square 
feet  with  provision  for  155  additional  beds  and  expansion  of  an¬ 
cillary  services  awaited  approval  from  state  and  local  health 
planning  agencies.  Approval  was  received  in  November  and  a 
seven  and  a  half  million  dollar  construction  contract  was  awarded 
to  Gervais  Favrot  Construction  Company,  Inc.  with  construction 
scheduled  for  completion  in  24  months.  ’■  < 

Notwithstanding  severe  problems  of  inflation  forcefully  evident 
this  year,  the  hospital  was  operated  with  an  excess  of  revenues 
over  expenses  with  some  provision  for  progress.  Through  methods 
improvements  and  economies  of  scale,  inflationary  forces  were 
contained  to  some  degree.  Modest  increases  in  charges  were  ef¬ 
fected  in  July,  the  first  in  over  three  and  a  half  years. 

Methodist  Hospital  could  not  have  become  a  specialty  hospital 
without  the  professional  excellence  and  efforts  of  its  young  and 
progressive  medical  staff.  As  participants  in  lectures  and 
seminars,  as  authors  and  innovators,  the  Methodist  Hospital 
medical  staff  continues  to  distinguish  Methodist  as  both  a  com¬ 
munity  and  specialty  hospital. 

Also  contributing  to  the  support  of  the  hospital  are  the  250 
members  of  the  Methodist  Hospital  Auxiliary  whose  financial 
contributions  and  hours  of  volunteer  work  are  a  vital  addition  to 
Methodist  Hospital  and  its  community. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  in  which  Methodist  Hospital  perfected 
its  unique  position  as  a  community  hospital  with  the  reputation  of  a 
specialty  hospital.  As  Methodist  continues  its  rapid  progress,  the 
future  of  health  care  in  New  Orleans  East  —  and  beyond  —  is  a 
promising  one.  Methodist  Hospital  associates  are  happy  indeed  for 
the  opportunity  to  serve. 

.  --  i;  ,  ,  ,  '  ’  i  ,  ;  I  t  '  : 

Methodist  Hospital  is  a  180  bed,  26  bassinet  hospital  situated  on  22 
acres  in  New  Orleans  East. 

Accredited  by:  The  Joint  Commission  on  Accreditation  of 
Hospitals. 

Member  of:  American  Hospital  Association,  Louisiana  Hospital 
Association,  the  New  Orleans  Hospital  Council. 

Affiliated  with:  General  Board  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  Louisiana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Southeastern  Hospital  Conference. 

Participating  in:  Blue  Cross,  Medicare 

Licensed  by:  State  of  Louisiana. 


STATISTICS 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Patients  admitted  (excluding  newborn): 

Non-Medicare/non-Medicaid  . 

.  7,080 

.  1,225 

85% 

15% 

Assets: 

Plant  Facilities: 

Land  buildings  and  equipment  . 

Less  accumulated  depreciation  . 

Total  . 

.  8,305 

100% 

Net  plant  facilities  . 

Newborn  (births  in  hospital)  . 

.  887 

Total  . 

.  9,192 

Total  . 

$7,348,396 

1,835,592 


$5,512,804 

2,348,480 

$7,861,284 


Patient  days  (excluding  newborn): 
Non-Medicare/non-Medicaid  . . 
Medicare/Medicaid  . 

Total  . 

Newborn  . 

Emergency  Room  visits  . 

Surgical  operations  . 

Laboratory  procedures  . 

X-rays  . . 

Electrocardiograms  . 

Cardiac  catheterizations  . 

Electroencephalograms  . 


43,993  76% 
13,737  24% 

57,730  100% 


2,970 


Liabilities: 

First  mortgage  bonds,  1972  series  . 

Equipment  purchase  and  lease  purchase  obligations 

First  mortgage  on  residential  property  . 

Other  liabilities  . 


17,044 

5,114 

349,583 

29,357 

8,931 

196 

1,058 


Total 

Fund  Balances: 
Unrestricted 
Donor-restricted 

Total 

Total 


$3,000,000 

35,967 

25,309 

740,263 


$3,501,222 

558,523 


$3,801,539 


4,059,745 

$7,861,284 
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Bishop’s  Message 

Bishop's  Message  this  week  consists  of  random  notes, 

.  .  .  staccato  communications. 

Elvis  Stahr  gives  a  definition  of  ecology  that  is  excellent,  when  he  says, 
“Ecology  is  the  science  which  warns  people  who  won’t  listen  about  ways  they 
won’t  follow,  of  saving  an  environment  they  don't  appreciate.’  The  whole 
matter  of  ecology  has  an  enormous  moral  dimension,  as  Rogation  Sunday  tells 
us.  We’d  better  pay  attention  to  it .  .  .  At  the  Bicentennial  Commission  meeting 
at  Rayne  Memorial  someone  asked,  “How  much  federal  aid  did  the  Pilgrims 
really  get?’’  About  all  they  had  was  character  and  faith  in  God,  and  about  all 
they  did  was  work,  and  what  they  really  asked  for  was  self-respect.  Soon  you’ll 
be  hearing  more  of  our  Bicentennial  celebration  in  Louisiana  Methodism  . 

At  the  time  this  is  being  written,  our  paid  subscriptions  to  the  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST  exceed  8,500  and  the  all-church  subscriptions  stand  at 
4,518.  This  means  that  our  conference  organ  goes  into  approximately  13,000 
homes  with  a  readership  of  perhaps  twice  or  thrice  that  number  .  Not  bad  ...  I 
appreciate  the  pastors  who  are  sending  me  photographs  of  their  confirmation 
classes,  and  especially  appreciated  those  who  brought  their  confirmation 
classes  to  New  Orleans  for  an  interview  in  the  bishop’s  office.  This  was  exciting 
and  very  rewarding  for  me  personally  .  .  .  The  lady  in  Lafayette  gave  a  good 
definition  of  evangelism,  which  I  yet  continue  to  use,  “Evangelism  is  the 
presentation  of  the  faith,  message,  and  lifestyle  of  Jesus  through  word,  deed, 
and  attitude  with  the  prayerful  expectation  of  an  affirmative  response.”  These 
are  great  days  in  the  life  of  the  church.  Enjoy  them  to  the  fullest. 

Faithfully, 


)WuL^3 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Dr.  Leon  G.  Netterville  is  co-chairman 
of  Conference  Bi-Centennial  Commission 


Tom  Matheny, 
conference  lay 
leader.  Is  shown 
presenting  the 
" Layman  of  the 
Year  Award”  to  Dr. 

Leon  Netterville  of 
Wesley  UM  Church. 

Baton  Rouge.  Doc¬ 
tor  Netterville  is 
also  co-chairman  of 
the  newly  organ¬ 
ized  Bi-Centennial 
Commission  for 
Louisiana  Method¬ 
ism. 

Dr.  Leon  G.  Netterville,  president- 
emeritus  of  Southern  University  and  a 
distinguished  United  Methodist  layman, 
was  elected  co-chairman,  with  Bishop 
Crutchfield,  of  the  Bi-Centennial  Com¬ 
mission  of  our  annual  conference.  Doctor 
Netterville,  a  strong  layman  in  Wesley 
UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  retired  from 
the  active  presidency  of  the  university 
last  year.  He  devotes  much  time  and 


effort  to  the  interests  of  the  Christian 
cause  and  of  his  own  United  Methodist 
Church.  Currently  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Conference  Commission  on  Finance  and 
Administration  where  his  experience  and 
expertise  in  financial  matters  is  a  great 
asset  to  the  conference.  He  has  held 
numerous  positions  of  leadership  in  the 
church. 


United  Methodist 
Women  look  toward 
important  meetings 

With  Spring  already  in  full  swing, 
United  Methodist  Women  are  planning 
for  summer  activities,  with  special  focus 
on  the  annual  School  of  Mission.  The 
dates  are  July  16-18;  July  18-20  in 
Shreveport,  at  Centenary  College. 

Each  local  president  is  receiving  in¬ 
formation  and  churches  are  urged  to 
send  as  many  persons  as  possible.  Those 
who  have  attended  schools  in  the  past 
attest  to  the  high  quality  of  leadership 
and  outstanding  programs.  Studies 
planned  for  the  1975  session  are:  The 
Prophets  —  Message  to  the  Nations;  A 
Nation  Under  God;  and  Southeast  Asia  - 
Christian  Presence.  Special  Emphasis  is 
“United  Methodist  Women  in  the  Middle 
of  Tomorrow. 

“ Casting ”  .  .  .  brings 
mutual  rewards 

“Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters  for 
thou  shalt  find  it  after  many  days”  is 
more  than  just  the  first  verse  of  the  11th 
chapter  of  Ecclesiastes  to  members  of 
Carrollton  UM  Church. 

It’s  loaning  your  church  to  a  group  of 
young  people  who  said  “thanks”  by 
enclosing  a  check  in  their  thank  you  note 
to  the  minister. 

This  story  began,  during  the  Mardi 
Gras  weekend  in  February,  when  ap¬ 
proximately  40  young  Methodist  college 
youth  from  throughout  the  United  States 
spent  their  nights  in  the  parlor  of  the 
church  and  attended  religious  education 
seminars  at  Rayne  UM  Church  during 
the  daytime.  The  evenings  were  spent 
watching  Carnival  parades  and  entering 
into  the  Mardi  Gras  spirit  of  bead  and 
doubloon  catching. 

Recently,  according  to  a  spokesman  of 
the  Carrollton  Church,  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J;  Pierce  McKeithen,  received  a 
thank-you  note  from  the  director  of  the 
group,  with  a  $200  check  enclosed.  The 
young  people  were  so  impressed  with  the 
church’s  hospitality  that  they  wanted  to 
reciprocate  by  making  a  donation.  Said 
one  of  the  Youth:  .  .  this  has  got  to  be 
a  fantastic  church  .  .  .  you  really  are  a 
gracious  church  community.  .  .  ” 


Felicity  Church  organ  comes  to  life 


By  J.  KEVIN  BROSSETTE 

When  an  electric  air  blower  and  tender 
loving  care  team  up  with  an  88-year-old 
organ,  the  result  is  booming,  majestic 
music  for  Felicity  Street  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  blower  is  the  only  electric  part  of  a 
recently  renovated  organ  built  in  1887. 
The  instrument  was  built  by  a  Boston, 
Mass,  company,  Hook  and  Hastings.  It 
stands  over  twelve  feet  tall  and  includes 
525  pipes.  Its  home  is  the  oldest  church 
still  in  use  in  New  Orleans  —  Felicity 
United  Methodist. 

Construction  of  the  present  church 
building  dates  1887.  Its  organ  is  among 
the  oldest  pipe  organs  in  the  city. 

The  recent  renovation  includes 
cleaning  and  repairing  the  pipes,  keys 
and  windchests.  This  repair  was  done  by 
members  of  the  congregation,  youth 
from  the  University  of  Missouri,  and  Roy 
Redman.  The  Missouri  youth  were  in 
New  Orleans  for  a  work  camp.  Redman 
heard  of  the  organ  through  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Organ  Historical  Society  of 
America. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  pastor,  started  a 
renovation  fund  and  received  con¬ 
tributions  from  the  congregation. 
Coliseum  Square  Association  and  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  organ  will  be  played  on  April  13  by 
Jack  Hutton,  Director  of  Music  at  Rayne. 


Roy  Redman,  on  ladder,  is  shown  here  during  his  restoration  on  the  Felicity 
organ.  Ray  Holt,  pastor  of  the  church,  looks  on.  (Photograph  by  G.  E.  Arnold  of  the 
TIMES-PICAYUNE) 


Around  our  Conference 


Among  the  graduates  of  Louisiana 
Tech  University,  Ruston,  on  March  6, 
was  Steven  M.  Spurlock,  pastor  of 
Gibsland-Oak  Grove  charge.  Steve  will 
enter  St.  Paul’s  School  of  Theology. 

Another  graduate,  James  Jay 
Caraway,  was  graduated  Magna  Cum 
Laude.  The  son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Caraway,  of  Lafayette,  he  is  pastor  of 
Whitehall-Colquitt. 


a  Lay  Witness  Mission  April  4-6. 
number  of  activities  are  planned 
connection  with  the  three-day  event. 


United  Methodist  Women  of  Black- 
water  UM  Church,  Baker,  held  their 
annual  Palm  Sunday  Dinner  on  March 
23.  Proceeds  from  the  dinner  went  to 
“One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.” 


Basketball  tournament  hosted 
by  Trinity  UM  Church ,  Ruston 


Dillard  University,  New  Orleans,  is 
sponsoring  a  Festival  of  Black  World 
Expression  April  11-18  on  the  campus. 
The  seven-day  festival  will  showcase 
professional  and  amateur  works  of  black 
artists  in  the  graphic  and  performing 
arts.  Noted  speakers  and  performers  are 
also  on  the  program. 


First  UM  Church,  Covington,  is  holding 


Jefferson  U.M.  Church,  Jefferson, 
announces  the  appointment  of  Mrs. 
Shirley  Cornelius  as  church  organist  and 
choir  director.  Other  news  from  the 
Jefferson  church  involves  election  of 
officers  of  UMW.  They  include:  Mrs. 
William  J.  van  Santen.  president;  Mrs. 
Douglas  L.  Davis,  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Adolph  Estel,  secretary;  and  Miss  Avis 
Ferguson,  treasurer. 


Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy 
St.  Paul’s  UM  Church,  Monroe,  is 
featuring  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy  on  the 
Sunday  evenings  in  April,  when  he  will 
present  the  studies  on  the  Bible  and 
Social  Principles.  Doctor  Pomeroy  is 
professor  and  head  of  the  Department  of 
Religion  at  Centenary  College. 


Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  hosted  a  sports 
event  of  interested  young  people  and 
their  friends  for  two  week-ends  during 
March,  with  a  Basketball  Tournament 
for  Junior  and  Senior  High  teams  in  the 


Ruston  District  and  for  others  wishing  to 
participate. 

In  all  185  youth  took  part.  Teams  came 
from  Springhill,  Farmerville,  Grace, 


Minden,  Southside  (in  Monroe) 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Cotton 
Valley,  West  Monroe,  Haynesville  and 
Trinity.  Jimmie  Love  was  the  organizer 
for  the  tournament. 


Baton  Rouge  hosts  Layman’s  Banquet 


Junior  High  Winners  in  Basketball  Tournament  —  girls'  tet 

Glenmora  UMW  hold  special  observance 

United  Methodist  Women  of  Glenmora  T; 

UM  Church  held  their  annual  observance  i 
of  "A  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial”  on 

March  19.  Participating  in  the  program  ^ 

were:  Mrs.  T.  R.  Bartlett:  Mrs.  Alice  ^  ^yV 

Mays;  Mrs.  Laura  Connor:  Mrs.  Carl  9  wIBV.  *B'  .Li. 

Flowers:  Mrs.  Lucille  Mohr ;  Mrs.  T.  A.  J  .  fca  / 

Mizell;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Eldred:  Mrs.  Bertie  K  ‘  ,  S  uj.  I 

Ober.  and  Mrs.  Madison  Monroe.  They  ^  L  A 

share  this  picture  with  readers  of  this  Wj 
newspaper. 

Lea  Joyner  receives  new  honor 

The^Rev.  Lea) 

Joyner,  Monroe, 
who  was  the  subject 
of  a  feature  story  in 
THE  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  of  March  7, 
has  received  a  sig¬ 
nificant  honor  in 
her  community. 

She  is  shown  here 
as  she  was  pre¬ 
sented  an  award  for 
a  quarter  century 
of  community  ser-  | 
vice  in  Monroe.  The 
award,  made  by  the 
Monroe  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  was 
presented  to  Miss 
Joyner  by  Harry  G. 

Frazer,  Jr.,  out¬ 
going  Chamber 
president. 

(Photograph  by  Tom  Talley) 


Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict  held  a  Lay¬ 
man's  Banquet  on 
March  19  at  First 
UM  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  attend¬ 
ance  was  reported. 
Among  those  parti¬ 
cipating  were,  from 
left:  O.  W.  Marrs, 
lay  leader  of  the 
district:  Bishop 

Crutchfield:  and 

Dr.  Robert  Crich- 
low.  Baton  Rouge 
District  superin¬ 
tendent.  More  than 
600  laypersons  at¬ 
tended. 


Plans  are  underway  for  the  125th  an¬ 
niversary  celebration  of  the  First  UM 
Church  of  Arcadia.  Homecoming  will  be 
held  on  April  27,  and  the  Rev.  F.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Sr.  will  preach.  He  was  pastor 
when  the  present  church  was  dedicated 
41  years  ago.  Douglas  T.  Williams  Sr.  is 


currently  serving 
Arcadia  church. 


as  pastor  of  the 


Dr.  Jessie  N.  Stone  inaugurated 
President  of  Southern  Universit 

m 


Dr.  Jessie  N.  Stone  is  the  newly- 
inaugurated  president  of  Southern 
University.  He  is  shown  here  (center), 
with  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  (left)  pastor 
of  Wesley  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
representing  the  SU  faculty;  and  Dr.  D. 
L.  McGuire,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UM 
Church.  Baton  Rouge,  representing 
Centenary  College  in  the  presidential 
party  for  the  inauguration. 

Second  Call  for 
lOOO  Club  receiving 
contributions 

The  Second  Call  for  the  1000  Club  is  still 
going  on,  and  contributions  will  help  to 
make  this  Call  successful.  The  Second 
Call  is  for  Moses  Chapel  and  Scott  Chapel 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  District. 

Scott  Chapel  UM  Church  was  founded 
in  1872  in  Port  Allen.  It  is  the  only 
Methodist  Church  in  the  city  of  Port 
Allen,  and  is  largest  of  the  two  in  the 
parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Moses  Chapel  congregation  is 
meeting  in  a  borrowed  facility.  There  is 
no  building  at  this  time  because  they 
were  forced  to  move  when  a  highway 
came  through  their  location.  The  new 
church  will  be  built  on  a  two  acre  lot 
across  from  the  Lane  Memorial  Hospital 
in  Zachary. 

By  contributing  to  the  1000  Club  you 
will  be  personally  involved  in  helping  to 
build  churches  in  our  conference.  Direct 
your  contribution  through  your  church. 


Recent  deaths  reported 

O.  T.  Joyner,  of  Monroe,  father  of  the 
Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  pastor  of  Southside  UM 
Church,  died  on  March  23.  Funeral 
Services  were  held  at  Southside  Church 
on  March  25. 

Word  has  been  received  of  the  death  of 
Bryan  Sparks,  of  Baton  Rouge,  son-in- 
law  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Risinger 
of  Leesville. 


Subscription  campaign 
is  called  success 

The  goal  was  12,000  paid  subscriptions 
to  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST.  Although  this  number  was 
not  reached  in  the  recent  subscription 
campaign,  the  fact  that  almost  9,000 
persons  have  subscribed,  justifies  our 
labeling  the  campaign  a  “success.” 

This  is  not  the  entire  story.  Local 
church  editions  add  another  4,518  names 
to  the  list  of  those  receiving  LUM,  giving 
a  total  “home”  circulation  of  close  to 
13,000.  This  speaks  well  for  our  con¬ 
ference;  and  the  hard  work  of  pastors 
and  laymen  who  helped  to  obtain  sub¬ 
scriptions  is  greatly  appreciated. 

We  strongly  urge  you  to  read  the  paper 
carefully.  Our  first  page,  which,  as  most 
of  you  know  is  our  Conference  edition 
of  the  national  publication  UNITED 
METHODIST  REPORTER,  is  filled  with 
all  the  local  news  we  can  possibly  print. 


From  the 
Retired  Comer 

By  BENTLEY  SLOANE 
Superannuation  (retired)  is 
“Nostalgia”  status  of  a  large  number  of 
Methodist  preachers.  Their  active 
ministry  is  in  the  past.  They  are  full  of 
memories.  From  this  eminence  of 
maturity  they  now  can  indulge  in 
nostalgia.  (“Your  young  men  shall  see 
visions  and  your  old  men  shall  dream 
dreams”  —  remember?)  What  is  the 
content  of  this  nostalgia?  The  thrill  of 
standing  in  the  pulpit  preaching  to  a 
responsive  congregation.  The  program 
planning  groups.  Pastoral  visitation. 
Counseling  with  troubled  souls  and 
bringing  cheer  to  home-hospital  inmates. 
I  tried  a  little  of  this  fantasyzing 
recently,  and  then  in  October  I  suddenly 
remembered  the  finance  committee,  the 
budget  for  next  year,  the  pledge  cam¬ 
paign  and  the  increased  conference 
“askings”!  Nostalgia  then  faded  and  the 
retired  status  seemed  so  good. 


One  of  the  favorite  crafts  during  the  Summer  Arts  and  Crafts  Program  is  always 
ceramics.  The  members  of  the  Haynesville  Crafts  Club  donated  several  boxes  of 
ceramic  greenware  to  the  Children’s  Home,  and  among  these  items  were  some 
bunny  rabbits  and  Easter  eggs  which  were  set  aside  for  a  special  spring  ceramics 
class.  Twenty-five  children  signed  up  for  the  class  completing  them  for  Easter. 
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Editorial S 

Rhetoric  that  serves  no  good  end 


Charges  of  "spiritual  imperialism  and 
colonialism”  were  leveled  recently  by 
the  executive  committee  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  (EMC) 
against  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  <BGM>  for  statements 
made  in  three  separate  publications  on 
Latin  America  which  BGM  approved 
(see  TM/  UMR,  March  28). 

Those  charges  grew  out  of  objections 
the  EMC  has  to  stated  BGM  positions  on 
how  much  control  the  American  church 
should  exercise  over  the  lives  —  political 
and  otherwise  —  of  the  churches  it  aids 
overseas.  The  philosophy  verbalized  in 
the  three  publications  was  that,  although 
the  i  American  church  believes  m  the 
independence  of  overseas  churches, 
there  may  be  "extreme  cases”  in  which 
the  Gospel  demands  that  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  contradict  what  those 
churches  decide. 

The  basic  question  seems  to  be:  "Is 
American  interference  in  the  affairs  of  a 
church  in  another  country  —  through  the 
withdrawal  or  threat  of  withdrawal  of 
financial  or  other  aid  —  ever 
justifiable?” 

That  complex  question  is  a  vital  one.  It 
also  touches  the  heart  of  any  un¬ 
derstanding  of  our  church’s  mission  to 
Christians  in  foreign  lands.  Thus,  such  a 
question  is  appropriate  for  the  EMC,  or 
any  other  church  group,  to  bring  up  as  a 
point  of  debate.  For  sure,  there  are 
rationales  on  both  sides  of  the  issue. 

It  is  unfortunate,  however,  that  the 
EMC,  in  questioning  the  stance  ap¬ 
parently  taken  by  the  BGM,  has  chosen 
at  the  outset  to  state  its  objections  in 
terms  of  "spiritual  imperialism  and 
colonialism”  —  terms  so  tied  to  emotion 


that  their  real  meanings  are  nearly 
obscure. 

Like  charges  of  "communism”  and 
"facism,”  the  use  of  such  words  more 
times  than  not  serves  to  muddy  rather 
than  clear  the  waters,  and  to  shut  off 
rather  than  promote  reasoned  dialogue. 

Surely  no  one  in  the  EMC  really 
believes  that  the  intent  of  the  BGM  is  to 
promote  "spiritual  imperialism  and 
colonialism.”  Yet,  by  choosing  such 
words  to  describe  BGM  policies  the  EMC 
finds  objectionable,  the  BGM  is  placed  in 
such  a  light. 

Equally  unfortunate  is  the  timing  with 
which  the  EMC  chose  to  make  its 
statement.  It  comes  on  the  heels  of  a 
year-long  struggle  for  understanding 
between  the  two  bodies  during  which 
much  progress  was  made  in  tearing 
down  stereotypes. 

EMC’s  lambasting  of  our  mission 
board’s  role  in  relation  to  overseas 
churches  with  slogan-type  emotionalism 
serves  no  good  purpose,  and  can  only 
result  in  a  setting  back  of  the  ac¬ 
complishments  which  came  so  hard 
during  the  past  year. 

It  is  our  hope  that  further  statements 
on  this  and  other  issues  at  which  the  EMC 
and  BGM  are  at  odds  can  be  made  more 
in  a  spirit  of  hope  and  trust  than  was 
evident  irt  the  latest  EMC  charges. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
whole  can  grow  in  mission  and  be  made 
more  responsible  to  the  Christian  gospel 
through  the  actions  of  groups  such  as 
EMC,  or  it  can  become  bogged  down  in 
useless  rhetoric  that  serves  neither  God 
nor  man.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  us  all 
to  see  tha},  the  former  prevails. 


■Here  I  Stand* 


A  church’s  death 
begins  with  apathy  m ^ 


Moving  from  ‘study’  to  ‘decision’ 


If  the  best  way  to  shelve  an  idea  is  to 
“study”  it,  as  some  have  suggested,  then 
United  Methodism’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  has  gone  a  long  way 
toward  shelving  the  idea  that  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  be  moved  from  New  York  to 
some  location  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River. 

At  its  recent  meeting  in  Atlanta,  GCOM 
approved  a  recommendation  that 
“serious  consideration"  be  given  to  such 
a  move.  This  recommendation  was  based 
on  a  32-page  committee  report  which 
took  two  and  a  half  years  to  compile.  The 
findings  were  that  some  general  agency 
headquarters  should  be  located  west  of 
the  Mississippi  and  that,  for  several 
reasons,  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
the  most  logical  agency  to  move. 

By  recommending  "serious  con¬ 
sideration”  of  this  possibility,  the  GCOM 
has,  in  fact,  made  no  recommendation  at 
all.  Its  "non-action”  simply  passes  the 
buck  on  to  its  sister  agency,  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA),  with  which  GCOM  shares  the 
'r&pbnsib'ility  for  making  a  concrete 
recommendation  to  the  1975  General 
Conference. 

There  are  obvious  benefits  and 
drawbacks  to  such  a  massive  move.  They 
could  easily  be  considered  and  debated 
without  resolution  until  the  turn  of  the 
century. 

We  hope  that  the  GCFA  will  deal  with 
the  matter  forthrightly  —  either  making 
a  positive  or  a  negative  recommendation 
for  the  General  Conference  to  consider, 
or  ordering  the  study  committee  to 
gather  more  specific  information  upon 

Welcome  new  local  edition 

With  this  issue,  the  Wesley  UMC  in 
Tampa,  Florida  (Florida  Conference) 
begins  a  TM/  UMR  local  church  edition, 
whereby  its  news  is  published  each  week 
in  combination  with  annual  conference 
and  general  church  news  and  mailed  to 
each  of  its  500-plus  member  families. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Wesley  Church, 
we  say  "Welcome.  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  TM/  UMR  edition  informative,  and 
that  you  will  join  with  others  in  providing 
feedback  via  ‘Letters  to  the  Editor’.”  To 
our  continuing  readers  across  the 
church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM/  UMR.” 


which  a  decision  can  be  based. 

Without  downgrading  the  importance 
of  this  decision,  we  believe  there  are 
weightier  concerns  than  this  one  which 
should  receive  the  “serious  con¬ 
sideration”  of  our  church’s  top  decision¬ 
making  bodies  during  the  years  ahead. 


The  stark  reality  of  the  "Hunger  Cross”  produced  by  the  "National  Catholic 
Reporter”  reminds  us  that  Jesus  ministered  to  the  poor  and  the  hungry.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  through  its  General  Council  on  Ministries  has  established  an 
emergency  priority  on  world  hunger,  calling  all  members  and  agencies  to  mobilize 
money,  resources  and  prayer  to  help  alleviate  this  critical  world  problem. 

What  are  you  doing  about  global  hunger?  Is  your  local  church,  church  school  class 
or  prayer  group  engaged  in  any  activity  focusing  on  this  issue? 

Send  us  a  brief  report  of  what  you  are  doing.  TM/UMR  will  publish  the  many  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  individual  and  group  activities  relating  to  world  hunger.  We  want  our 
readers  to  know  how  other  United  Methodists  are  involved  in  working  for  a  solution 
to  this  global  crisis. 

Send  your  report  to:  "World  Hunger”  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas.  Texas 
75221. 


By  BILLY  R.  KIMBROUGH 

Many  churches  are  facing  a  very 
serious  problem:  fewer  children.  The 
days  of  the  large  family  are  gone  and  so 
are  the  days  of  large  Sunday  School  en¬ 
rollments.  In  larger  churches  this  poses 
no  problems,  but  in  the  smaller  ones  it  is 
devastating. 

Christian  education  is  of  primary 
concern  for  most  young  Christian 
parents.  If  they  were  brought  up  in  a 
small  church  and  remained  there  after 
marriage,  they  are  forced  to  leave  when 
their  children  are  old  enough  to  attend 
Sunday  School. 

There  are  many  churches  that  are 
becoming  "old  churches.”  They  have 
very  little  to  offer  young  couples.  Next 
year  my  daughter  will  be  in  a  class  of 
two.  In  the  near  future,  we  will  be  looking 
for  another  church  to  attend. 

What  will  become  of  the  church 
to  which  we  now  go?  The  youth  are  the 
life  blood  of  a  church.  But  the  young 
people  are  leaving.  Can  the  members 
with  older  children  keep  it  going?  Not 
very  likely.  Unless  a  genuine  interest, 
motivated  by  love  and  concern  for  God’s 
church  is  shown,  this  congregation,  like 
many  others,  will  die. 

The  death  of  a  church  starts  with 
apathy.  We  become  like  the  church  of 
Laodicea,  neither  hot  nor  cold.  We  prefer 
to  glory  in  the  past  history  of  the  church 
instead  of  making  new  history.  It 
becomes  enjoyable  to  go  to  the  lake  on 
the  weekends  instead  of  going  to  church. 
We’ve  taught  Sunday  School  the  entire 
time  Johnny  was  growing  up;  we  let 
someone  else  do  it  now.  We’re  too  tired  to 
go  to  the  commission  meeting;  after  all, 
no  one  will  miss  us. 

Apathy  comes  in  many  forms.  We  are 
all  guilty.  We  were  given  a  task  by  Christ 
and  we  are  not  doing  it.  We  can 
rationalize  all  we  want  to,  but  we  have  a 
Commission ;  "Go  ye  into  all  of  the  world 


Billy  Kimbrough 
.  .  .”  And  we  cannot  even  go  into  our  own 
neighborhood. 

I  don’t  have  the  answer  to  the  problem. 
Evidently  neither  do  most  ministers.  I  do 
know  that  one  person  being  concerned  is 
not  enough.  A  plaq  of  action  is  called  for, 
but  it  must  involve  more  than  one  person. 

I  believe  that  the  main  salvation  of  a 
church  lies  in  a  prayer  group  truly 
concerned  for  it.  Unless  the  members  are 
willing  to  get  down  on  their  knees  and  get 
in  touch  with  God,  that  church  will  die. 
Unless  the  members  are  willing  to  give  of 
themselves,  that  church  will  die.  And 
unless  the  members  are  willing  to  forget 
their  desires  and  seek  God’s  desire,  that 
church  will  die. 

Many  churches  are  in  the  final  stages 
of  death.  We  have  no  one  to  blame  but 
ourselves  for  their  passing.  The  next 
time  you  visit  a  church  with  few  young 
people  and  no  Sunday  School  Classes, 
remember  it  could  happen  to  your 
church.  Help  to  keep  your  church  young 
and  vital  by  acting  now  and  not  waiting 
for  someone  else.  f 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express' 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,-  Mr.  Billy  R. 
Kimbrough,  is  a  member  of  the  St^PauVs 
UMC  in  Beaumont,  Texas.  3 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to  "Here  I  Stand," 
TM-UMR.  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas.  Texas 
75221. 
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To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  articles  on 
"Homosexuality  and  the  Church”  by  the 
Rev.  Harvey  N.  Chinn.  These  are  among 
the  best  articles  on  the  subject  that  I 
have  ever  read.  I  especially  applaud  his 
assertion,  "The  New  Testament  church 
was  not  trying  to  embrace  society,  but  to 
transform  it.”  This  statement  applies  to 
many  current  issues. 

Albert  J.  Steiner 
Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania 
/  endorse  your  position 
To  the  Editor:  -  , 

My  congratulations  for  your  excellent 
editorial  in  the  March  14  issue  entitled, 
“Human  sexuality  and  norms  of  the 
Christian  faith.”  In  my  opinion,  your 
article  expressed  sound  reasoning,  was 
incisive,  and  was  also  compassionate.  I 
endorse  your  position. 

Winfred  E.  Staples 
Houston,  Texas 

A  paradox  indeed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  letters  critical 
of  the  series  on  homosexuality  by  Harvey 
N.  Chinn  (TM/  UMR,  March  21).  From 
them  I  gather  that  we  should  accept 
homosexual  ministers  because: 

(a)  homosexuality  is  a  “valid  alter¬ 
nate  lifestyle”;  (b)  homosexuals  are  not 
necessarily  mentally  ill;  (c)  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  not  abnormal  sexually  or 
deviant;  (d)  God  loves  "gay  people”  (He 
made  so  many  of  them). 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  one  replaces 
“homosexual”  by  “adulterer,”  a,  b,  c, 
and  d  still  apply.  Do  we  now  call  for 
ordination  of  adulterous  ministers? 

If  Christ  did  not  specifically  denounce 
homosexuals,  this  proves  nothing.  (I  was 
under  the  impression,  however,  that  the 
marriages  Jesus  blessed  were 
heterosexual.)  Jesus  enunciated  general 
principles  from  which  we  must  deduce 
whether  an  act  or  lifestyle  is  sinful.  In 
fact,  Jesus  strengthened  the  old  laws. 
You  not  only  should  not  commit  adultery, 
but  you  must  not  even  look  lustfully  at 
another  woman.  Jesus  said  he  came  not 
to  destroy  the  old  law,  but  to  fulfill  it. 

Abortionists  do  not  like  to  show  pic¬ 
tures  of  aborted  fetuses  or  reveal  other 
graphic  details  of  the  process.  They  tend 
to  lose  supporters  if  they  do.  Similarly, 
advocates  of  "gay  lib”  like  to  talk  in 
terms  of  "alternate  lifestyles”  rather 
than  present  some  of  the  grubby  details. 

Many  letters  imply  that  people  who  say 
homosexuality  is  a  sin  are  "passing 
judgment”  and  hence  are  unchristian 
This,  in  itself,  is  passing  judgment  on 
others  and  by  their  own  standards  is 
unchristian.  A  paradox  indeed! 

Bob  Foote 
Austin,  Texas 

Well  written ,  but... 

To  the  Editor: 

Mrs.  Wells  article  “Try  to  understand 
gay  people”  (TM/  UMR,  March  14)  was 
well  written  and  informative.  There  are, 
however,  two  areas  I  would  like  to  write 
about. 

She  writes,  "Do  my  husband  and  I  try 
to  persuade  them  (homosexuals)  to 
change  their  lives  through  Christ?  No. 
Most  of  them  are  Christians,  and  are 
assured  a  place  in  Heaven  because  of 
their  acceptance  of  Christ.” 

First,  I  would  like  to  know  if  Mrs.  Wells 
would  try  and  persuade  an  alcoholic,  an 
un-wed  mother,  or  a  drug  user  to  change 
their  lives  through  Christ?  Surely  she 
knows  that  "faith  without  works  is 
dead.” 

Secondly,  I  would  point  out  that  there  is 
a  vast  difference  between  being  "saved." 


and  being  a  "saved  Christian.”  A  “saved 
Christian”  not  only  accepts  Jesus,  but 
takes  on  the  "new  nature”  and  lives  a 
Christ-like  life.  If  a  person  is  saved,  but 
lives  as  the  old  man,  it  should  be  pointed 
out,  “For  if  after  they  have  escaped  the 
pollutions  of  the  world  through-  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ,  they  are  again  entangled  therein, 
and  overcome,  the  latter  end  is  worse 
with  them  than  the  beginning.”  (II  Peter 
2:2a). 

E.  J.  Brock 
Tampa,.  Florida  * 

Get  thee  behind  me ,  Satan 

To  the  Editor: 

Harvey  Chinn’s  articles  on 
homosexuality  are  so  far  removed  from 
God  and  His  will  as  I  know  it,  that. all  I 
will  say  is  “Get  behind  me  SatanJ*  i 
Bill  F.  Fowler 
Red  water,  Texas 

Issue  of  homosexuality 

should  be  tabled 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  biblical  specialist  very  much 
concerned  with  pastoral  care,  I  have 
followed  with  interest  your  series  on 
homosexuality. 

In  visiting  with  United  Methodists  in  a 
dozen  states  during  the  last  two  months,  I 


hear  a  consensus  that  ordination  of 
homosexuals  will  be  the  most  important 
issue  for  the  1976  General  Conference. 
Why?  Because  the  U.M.  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  is  determined  to  require  such 
originations  and  the  "Good  News”  caucus 
is  determined  to  forbid  them. 

Is  either  of  these  groups  really  in¬ 
terested  in  the  persons  over  whom  they 
are  fighting,  or  are  both  groups  using 
them  as  an  excuse  for  a  political  power 
play  to  strengthen  their  own  influence  in 
the  church?  Every  ordination  in  every 
Annual  Conference  is^ weighed  carefully 
by  a  Board  of  Ministry  on  an  individual 
basis.  A  General  Conference  edict  on 
homosexuality  will  not  materially 
change  that  process.  It  might,  however, 
divide  the  United  Methodist  Church,  by 
generating  much  more  heat  than  light  at 
General  Conference.  I  respectfully 
suggest  that  delegates  to  the  Conference 
vote  to  table  the  homosexuality  issue  for 
at  least  a  quadrennium,  and  get  on  with 
other  pressing  business  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Chinn’s  articles  on  homosexuality 
are  well  researched  and  clearly 
presented,  but  they  do  contain  some 
errors  of  fact  and  some  questionable  use 
of  biblical  materials.  I  appreciated  very 
much  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Moon 
in  your  issue  of  March  21,  which  raised 


important  questions  concerning  Mr. 
Chinn’s  series.  In  terms  of  your  stated 
concern  for  providing  "a  broad  spectrum 
of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  United 
Methodism’s  membership,”  I  would 
suggest  that  any  reprints  of  the  Chinn 
series  also  include  Mr.  Moon’s  letter  of 
response.  Bruce  D.  Rahtjen 

Kansas  City,  Missouri 


Reprints  available 

•I'M;  O' 

in  booklet  form 

At  the  request  of  many  readers, 
we  have  reprinted  the  series  of  four 
articles  on  “Homosexuality  and  the 
Church”  by  Harvey  N.  Chinn  and  the 
interpretive  analysis  “Human 
Sexuality  and  the  Christian  Faith” 
by  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  in 
booklet  form. 

The  16-page  booklets  are  available 
at  the  following  rates:  $1.00  for  two 
sets;  $5.00  for  15  sets;  $6.25  for  25 
sets;  and  $20.00  for  100  sets.  Orders 
should  be  sent  to:  Reprints, 
TM/  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75221. 


On  Oie  TM/UMR  Beat 
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A  good  way  to  spend  tax 
rebate:  confronting  hunger 


A  corporate  response  to  Harvey  Chinn’s  articles 
To  the  Editor: 

1.  We  hope  and  believe  that  the  General  Conference  will  address  itself  to  the 
great  world,  national  and  church  issues  of  our  time.  Food  and  fuel,  environment, 
world  order  and  the  dignity  of  all  humans,  unemployment,  crime,  education  and 
racism,  the  leadership  of  women  in  our  churches,  the  spiritual  hunger  of  the 
people  within  and  outside  of  the  churches,  sexuality  and  ministry,  are  all 
significant  issues.  Sexual  orientation  and  ordination  is  one  among  many 
important  issues. 

2.  We  encourage  Annual  Conference  members  to  consider  all  of  the  significant 
issues  which  will  come  before  the  General  Conference  when  they  cast  their 
ballots  for  delegates. 

3.  Whereas  "...  Scripture  is  the  primary  source  and  guideline  for  doctrine, 
we  affirm  our  church’s  position  that  tradition,  experience,  and  reason  along  with 
Scripture  are  indispensable  if  we  would  be  faithful  to  Christ  as  we  think  about  the 
issues  before  us.  (1972  “Discipline,”  P.  75ff) 

4.  We  believe  with  the  Social  Principles  that  "...  sexuality  is  a  good  gift  of 
God  .  .  .  Homosexuals  no  less  than  heterosexuals  are  persons  of  sacred 
worth  ...”  and  "...  all  persons  are  entitled  to  have  their  human  and  civil 
rights  ensured  ...”  (1972  “Discipline,”  P.  86). 

5.  We  are  created  sexual  human  beings.  Sexuality  is  always  present  in  all  of 
our  relationships,  whenever  we  express  ourselves,  and  whenever  we 
communicate.  Genital  sexuality  is  only  a  small  part  of  the  fullness  of  sexual 
expression  among  human  beings. 

6.  We  believe  that  human  sexuality  is  deeper,  more  filled  with  mystery  and 
more  varied  than  can  be  expressed  in  the  words  "maleness”  and  “femaleness.” 

7.  We  take  as  a  sign  of  changing  understanding  of  human  sexuality  the 
judgment  of  the  American  Psychiatric  Association  that  homosexuality  is  not  per 
se  a  psychiatric  disorder. 

8.  We  believe  that  to  understand  homosexual  acts  simply  as  the  consequences 
of  perverse  and  evil  choices,  is  inhumane  and  grossly  unjust  to  millions  of  our 
brothers  and  sisters. 

9.  We  cherish  in  all  human  relationships  the  qualities  of  warmth  and 
gentleness,  respect,  mutuality  and  compassion,  integrity  and  responsibility. 
These  are  to  be  nurtured  wherever  they  appear.  Exploitation,  deception, 
manipulation  and  assault  are  demonic,  and  therefore  destructive  of  life  and 
relationships.  We  believe  that  the  same  questions  must  be  asked  of  Heterosexual 
behavior  as  of  homosexual  behavior. 

10.  We  believe  that  our  conferences  and  churches  should  face  all  of  the  issues 
related  to  human  sexuality.  We  want  to  contribute  to  the  serious  discussion  of  the 
issues.  Stereotypes,  myths,  the  appeal  to  fear,  make  responsible  consideration  of 
issues  difficult.  Moreover  they  become  fuel  for  the  fires  of  scapegoating.  In 
faithfulness  to  our  Lord,  we  commit  ourselves  to  seek  the  truth  in  love.  We  join 
with  all,  those  who  agree  with  us  or  disagree,  to  this  end. 

We  are  United  Methodist  pastors  and  lay  people  in  Northern  California  and 
Northern  Nevada. 

C.  Douglas  Hayward,  John  W.  Sublett,  Ellen  Droke,  Cliff  Droke,  John  Albright, 
Kathy  La  Point,  Donna  La  Point,  Frank  Stone,  Barbara  Troxell,  Robert  H. 
Stewart,  Nadine  Dewitt,  Jean  Conrad,  Ernest  Troutner,  Rolfe  Conrad,  Judy 
Bither-Terry,  Carl  Thomas,  Glenda  Thomas,  C.  Scott  Autrey,  Steve  Darling, 
Ruth  Darling,  John  Moore,  Vi  Klaseen,  Bob  Moon,  George  C.  Dyer,  Elizabeth 
Dedolph,  Doug  McCoy,  Edie  McCoy,  Darrell  W.  Darling,  George  Carter,  Jerry 
Carter,  Sara  A.  Carter,  Louise  M.  Waschow,  Jacquie  Meadows,  John  Emerson, 
Mrs.  Alice  Myer,  Gil  Vieira,  Gary  W.  Dyer,  Sue  Dodson,  John  Dodson,  Michael 
Olson 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

Have  you  decided  how  to  spend  your 
1974  income  tax  rebate  yet? 

If  you  are  like  me,  there  are  at  least  a 
dozen  ways  you  could  quickly  unload  the 
$100  to  $200  that  the  federal  government 
will  be  sending  you  a  few  weeks  from  now 
in  the  hope  of  stimulating  the  economy. 
The  problem  lies  not  so  much  in  how  to 
spend  it  but  how  to  keep  from  spending  it 
more  than  once.  As  the  advertising  in¬ 
dustry  latches  on  to  the  rebate  theme,  we 
will  doubtless  be  presented  with  hun¬ 
dreds  of  different  alternatives  for 
spending  it. 

After  thoughtful  consideration,  Dottie 
and  I  have  decided  neither  to  spend  our 
rebate  on  ourselves  nor  to  stash  it  away 
for  a  rainy  day.  Instead,  we  plan  to  give  it 
to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief’s  (UMCOR)  World  Hunger 
Appeal. 

Unlike  many  persons  within  our 
society,  we  do  not  really  need  a  rebate. 
We  are  fortunate  to  be  able  to  eat  three 
meals  a  day,  drive  two  cars,  live  in  a 
comfortable  house,  wear  decent  clothes, 
give  to  the  church  and  other  causes  we 
believe  in  and  still  have  a  little  left  over 
for  leisure  activities. 

To  spend  our  tax  rebate  for  additional 
consumer  goods  that  are  not  really 
needed  would  be  to  help  perpetuate  the 
wasteful,  over-consuming  pattern  that 
already  permeates  so  much  of  our 
society. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  gift  to  UMCOR 
will  provide  both  short-term  and  long¬ 
term  assistance  to  persons  around  the 
world  who  lack  the  basic  necessities  of 
life.  About  20%  of  each  dollar  given  to 
UMCOR  is  spent  providing  immediate 
food  relief  of  an  emergency  nature.  The 
remaining  80%  is  allocated  to  a  wide 
variety  of  development  projects  designed 
to  help  people  help  themselves.  Just  a 
few  of  these  projects  include  agricultural 
development,  development  of  facilities  to 
provide  clean  drinking  water,  establish¬ 
ment  of  family  planning  centers,  and  the 
erection  of  grain  storage  centers. 

Some  might  object  that  such  gifts  to 
assist  others  will  not  produce  the 
economy  stimulating  effects  that  the 
President  and  Congress  intend.  But  this 
is  not  the  case.  Most  of  the  grain, 
powdered  milk  and  other  food  com¬ 
modities  that  UMCOR  sends  overseas 
are  purchased  from  food  producers  in  the 
United  States.  Most  of  the  fertilizer  and 
technical  equipment  supplied  abroad  by 
UMCOR  is  purchased  from  American 
manufacturers.  All  of  the  food  and 
equipment  sent  abroad  by  UMCOR  is 
shipped  on  American  vessels.  Hence, 
gifts  to  UMCOR  to  help  alleviate  world 
hunger  also  have  the  side  benefit  of 
assisting  American  farmers,  industry 
and  shipping  interests. 

Christians  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  obviously  cannot  solve  the 


problem  of  hunger  in  the  world  by 
themselves.  We  can,  however,  make  a 
significant  contribution  to  that  solution 
and  set  an  example  for  others  to  follow.  If 
only  10%  of  the  UMC’s  membership 
donated  their  tax  rebates  to  UMCOR,  or 
some  similar  church  agency  committed 
to  alleviating  human  need,  $100  million 
would  be  available  in  new  money  to 
confront  this  problem.  With  $6  million  in 
1974,  UMCOR  assisted  more  than  5 
million  people  in  55  countries;  with  much 
more  money,  millions  more  could  be 
helped  to  help  themselves. 

For  many  Christians  pained  by  in¬ 
flation,  the  income  tax  rebate  will  be 
spent  for  personal  and  family 
necessities.  For  many  others  whose  lives 
are  already  comfortable  economically, 
the  rebate  will  provide  an  opportunity  to 
provide  relief  and  developmental 
assistance  to  those  whose  needs  are  far 
greater  than  ours. 

If  you  fall  into  the  latter  category,  I 
hope  you  will  consider  giving  all  qrpart 
of  your  rebate  to  UMCOR.  Gifts  may  be 
sent  to:  World  Hunger  Appeal,  UMCOR, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
10027.  If  you  designate  your  local  church, 
it  will  receive  credit  for  your  gift,  aqd 
100%  of  the  gift  will  go  directly  for 
overseas  relief  and  development. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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Above  is  a  computer-generated  map  showing  the  density  of  United  Methodist  Publishing  House’s  Cokesbury  Division,  the 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  membership  across  the  United  computer-generated  map  reveals  an  interesting  statistic: 
States.  The  darkest  areas  Indicate  the  greatest  density  of  more  than  93%  of  all  United  Methodist  members  live  within  a 
members,  and  the  lightest  areas  the  least  density  of  members.  1000  mile  radius  of  Nashville.  [See  story  elsewhere  on  this  page 
Prepared  as  part  of  an  extensive  market  research  study  by  the  for  additional  information  about  the  study.] 

New  World  Missioners  impact  U.S. 

TM/UMR  follows  four  evangelists  through  12  churches 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Picture  a  jail  in  Camden,  Arkansas, 
late  at  night,  where  a  young  missionary 
from  India  sits  side  by  side  with  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  a  troubled 
shopowner  as  they  comfort  a  girl 
arrested  for  shoplifting. 

Picture  a  teacher  from  Ghana 
discovering  with  delight  some  of  the 
same  textbooks  in  a  classroom  in 
Michigan  that  she  uses  with  her  own 
students  at  home. 

Picture  a  widow  from  Ohio  greeting 
like  a  long-lost  relative  a  massive  dark 
man  from  Tonga,  whose  fellow- 
Methodists  had  befriended  her  husband 
during  World  War  II. 

Such  scenes  were  taking  place  in  local 
congregations  across  the  nation  these 
past  three  weeks,  thanks  to  a  unique  New 
World  Mission  effort  which  brought  46 
foreign  Methodist  evangelists  to  spread 
the  Gospel  in  the  United  States. 

In  a  “reverse-missionary”  program 
sponsored  by  United  Methodism’s  Board 
of  Discipleship,  missioners  from  19 
countries  and  six  continents  spread-out 
into  48  of  the  denomination’s  73  annual 
conferences.  Each  missioner  spent  a 
week  in  each  of  three  local  churches, 
preaching,  teaching  —  and!  learning, 
many  of  them  say. 

Though  New  World  Mission  director 
Dr.  George  Morris,  of  Nashville,  admits 
it’s  too  soon  for  a  thorough  evaluation  of 
the  program,  TM/  UMR  “followed”  four 
missioners  by  telephone,  to  see  what 
impact  their  visits  were  having  on  them 
and  the  12  congregations  they  visited. 

Local  pastors  differed  in  what  they  saw 
as  the  strength  of  the  mission  weeks.  One 
said  the  value  lay  in  the  exposure  of 
cross-cultures  to  each  other,  and  in  the 
chance  for  people  to  discover  that  “we 
have  a  lot  to  learn  from  Methodists  in 
other  countries  —  some  of  whom  are 
‘way  ahead  of  us.”  To  another,  the 
Christian  witness  of  his  guest  was  so 
powerful  that  “it  didn’t  matter  where  he 
was  from.” 

Carefully  planned  around  a  three- 
pronged  emphasis  on  preparation  (an  8- 
10  week  guided  study),  proclamation  (the 
missioner’s  five-day  visit),  and 
penetration  (follow-up  study  and  mission 
programming),  New  World  Mission 
effectiveness  can  only  be  gauged,  one 
pastdr  said,  by  “what  we  do  as  a  church 
about  what  happened  here  during  the 
week.” 

But  all  had  high  praise  for  the 
missioners  themselves.  And  most  were 
pleased  enough  with  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  mission  package  to  be 
willing  to  try  a  similar  program  again 
sometime. 

Mrs.  Comfort  Engman 

Shivering  in  un¬ 
accustomed  cold 
:  weather,  Mrs.  Com- 
•  fort  Engman  from 
Ghana  wondered 
laughingly  if  the 
climate  is  what 
keeps  Americans 
j  from  going  out  to 
church  for  Sunday 
|  evening  and  mid- 
j  week  worship  ser¬ 
vices. 

;She  was  serious, 
however,  about  the 
“sheer  waste”  of  so  many  church 
buildings  —  “sometimes  two  or  three 
Methodist  churches  in  one  little  town”  — 
and  so  few  people  in  them. 

And  she  was  perplexed,  she  said,  about 
congregations  which  separate  them¬ 
selves  by  race  and  class.  “At  home,  we 
are  color-blind.  Otherwise,  the  Bible  is 
upside-down,  isn’t  it?  And  besides,  this 
way  none  of  your  pews  are  filled!” 

In  visits  to  Redeemer  UMC,  Dewitt, 
Mich.,  the  Fort  Loudon-Edenville  Parish 
in  Pa.,  and  the  Pocomoke  City  Charge  in 
Maryland,  however,  this  director , of  an 
elementary  school  in  Ghana  found  warm 
response,  she  said.  “A  program  like  the 
New  World  Mission  can  break  us  all  out 
of  our  isolationism.  The  Christian  family 
is  really  big.” 


It  must  be.  One  Edenville  parishioner 
told  her  pastor,  Rev.  James  Herman,  she 
could  not  bring  herself  to  return  for  Mrs. 
Engman’s  final  night  of  preaching 
because  she  couldn’t  bear  to  say  good¬ 
bye. 

Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz 


When  Bishop  Ale¬ 
jandro  Ruiz  of 
Mexico  City  and  the 
Rev.  Willis  Braun, 
of  Hale  UMC,  Mich¬ 
igan,  said  at  differ¬ 
ent  times,  “Let  me 
tell  you  about  an 
evening,”  they 
were  talking  about 
the  same  evening: 
one  the  bishop 
spent  with  the 
Brauns  and  their 
six  children  gath¬ 
ered  around  the  family  piano,  teaching 
each  other  English  and  Spanish  hymns 
and  songs. 

I^shop  Ruiz,  who  said  his  Spanish 
accent  sometimes  created  problems  for 
the  congregations  he  visited,  may  have 
reckoned  without  the  “warmth”  and 
‘.‘love  of  Christ’’  the  pastors  said  he 
exemplified. 

Congregation  sizes  varied  widely  for 
the  bishop,  as  they  did  for  many  of  the 
missioners.  Beginning  at  First  UMC, 
Midland,  Mich.,  with  3,000  members,  he 
went  on  to  tiny  Hale  UMC,  Mich.,  in  a 
rural  community  with  250  members,  and 
then  to  6,000-member  First  UMC, 
Colorado  Springs,  Col. 

In  all  three,  Bishop  Ruiz  told 
TM/  UMR,  he  found  a  growing  emphasis 
on  deep  spiritual  life.  “However,  there  is 
a  need  to  be  less  dormant  and  satisfied,” 
he  said,  “and  there  is  a  need  to  learn, 
more  about  other  parts  of  the  world.”  He 
hoped  the  New  World  Mission,  “with  the 
Holy  Spirit  working,”  would  accomplish 
much  in  both  areas. 


Rev.  Thomas  Scarlett 


Australian  minis¬ 
ter  the  Rev.  Thom¬ 
as  Scarlett  is  con¬ 
vinced  that  “United 
Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  are  not  dy¬ 
ing.”  he  told  TM/ 

UMR  as  he  pre¬ 
pared  to  return 
home. 

‘There  is  a  solid 
core  of  persons  con¬ 
cerned  about  com¬ 
municating  the 
Gospel,”  he  said  — 
though  he  suspects  there  are  also  more 
inactive  members  among  American 
Methodists  than  there  are  in  Australia. 

He  also  has  renewed  confidence  in  the 
power  of  preaching,  after  his  travels 


from  Dravesburg  UMC,  Pa.,  to  Hiss 
UMC  in  Baltimore  to  Grace  UMC, 
Alamogordo,  N.M.  “Preaching  has  a  lot 
more  going  for  it  than  it’s  given  credit 
for.”  :  > 

Mr.  Scarlett  is  comfortable  in  the  role 
of  evangelist.  He  is  superintendent  of  the 
Divsion  of  Evangelism  and  Christian 
Citizenship  in  his  denomination  as  well  as 
current  president  of  the  Queensland 
Methodist  Conference. 

While  crowds  were  not  overly-large, 
Rev.  Don  Foreman,  of  Grace  Church  was 
one  pastor  who  pointed  out  that  “num¬ 
bers”  were  not  the  issue.  “The  New 
World  Mission  can  only  be  judged  by  the 
congregation’s  response  to  all  three  parts 
of  the  program,”  he  said. 

In  Dravesburg,  the  Rev.  Wendell  Pauli 
was  convinced  that  the  program  had 
turned  his  church  around.  “It  gave  us  the 
skills  to  develop  a  vibrant  ministry,”  he 
said.  “And  Tom  Scarlett  brought  us  new 
positive  insights  into  words  like 
‘evangelism’  and  ‘conversion’.” 

Dr.  John  Havea 

Numbers  were  no  :  „ 
problem  in  Park¬ 
ersburg.  W.  Va.,  •  * 
where  the  seven 
churches  of  the  r 
East  Parkersburg 
Parish  cooperated 
to  provide  near¬ 
capacity  crowds  at 
St.  Andrews  UMC 
to  hear  Dr.  John  f 
Havea,  of  Tonga. 

“He  gave  himself 
completely,”  said 
St.  Andrews  pastor 
Rev.  Robert  Johnson  —  giving  which 
included,  for  all  the  New  World  Mis- 
sionere,  regular  morning  Bible  studies, 
evening  worship  services,  special  youth 
sessions  daily,  “chatback”  times  follow¬ 
ing  worship,  and,  for  many  visits  to 
schools,  civic  clubs  and  radio  and  TV 
stations. 

At  Hamilton,  Ohio,  doors  opened 
especially  widely  to  Dr.  Havea,  pastor 
Rev.  Joseph  Graham  said,  because  many 
members  had  relatives  with  fond 
memories  of  Tonga  and  the  Methodist 
Church  there.  The  Ohio  National  Guard 
had  been  stationed  on  Tonga  during 
World  War  II,  he  explained,  and  as  one 
woman  said,  “We  want  to  treat  Dr. 
Havea  as  kindly  as  our  boys  were  treated 
by  Methodists  there.” 

Mr.  Graham  said  a  great  value  of  the 
New  World  Mission  is  in  learning  how 
strong  the  church  is  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  “We  have  a  huge  appreciation  not 
only  of  Dr.  Havea  but  also  of  the  church 
in  Tonga,  which  is  80  percent  Methodist 
and  has  an  influence  that  may  be  far 
superior  to  ours.” 

Dr.  Havea  spent  his  final  week  at 
Trinity  UMC,  Mt.  Carmel,  Ill. 


Anti-war  leaders  call 
for  end  to  Vietnam  aid 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Ending  all 
military  aid  to  Saigon  is  the  major 
contribution  the  U.  S.  can  make  to  peace 
in  Vietnam,  according  to  a  cross-section 
of  religious  anti-war  leaders. 

Concern  that  American  humanitarian 
aid  replace  bullets  and  bombs  was  also 
strong  among  nine  persons  interviewed 
by  Religious  News  Service. 

Those  surveyed  were  Peggy  Billings, 
an  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Divisiort;  Rabbi  Balfour 
Brickner,  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations;  Don  Luce,  director  of 
Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned;  the  Rev. 
Richard  J.  Neuhaus,  pastor  of  Brooklyn’s 
St.  John  the  Evangelist  Lutheran 
Church;  Father  John  Sheerin,  C.  P., 
former  editor  of  Catholic  World;  Dr. 
William  P.  Thompson,  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church;  Sister 
Mary  Luke  Tobin,  S.  L.,  Church  Women 
United;  Dr.  George  Webber,  president  of 
New  York  Theological  Seminary,  and  Dr. 
Herman  Will,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Peace  Division. 


Divergent  opinions,  nowever,  were 
registered  on  various  war-related  issues, 
including  the  meaning  of  refugee 
movements  southward,  and  U.  S. 
responsibility  to  those  who  face,  or  fear 
they  face,  reprisals  should  Saigon  fall. 

All  nine  played  prominent  roles  in  the 
religious  anti-war  efforts  of  the  1960s  and 
1970s.  They  were  the  persons  from  an 
initial  list  of  12  who  could  be  reached  over 
a  five-day  period. 

None  of  the  nine  would  change  their 
opposition  to  U.  S.  involvement  in  the  war 
because  of  current  developments.  Mr. 
Luce  wished  he  had  started  anti-war 
efforts  before  1964.  Ms.  Billings  and 
Sister  Tobin  pointed  to  the  Paris  Accords 
and  to  U.  S.  “failure"  to  implement 
them.  Father  Sheerin  and  Rabbi 
t  Brickner  found  it  immoral  for  the  U.  S.  to 
side  with  what  the  priest  called  the 
"crooked  and  undemocratic”  Theiu 
regime. 

Ms.  Billings  was  anxious  that 
American  Churches  continue  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  “minister  to  the  whole  of  Viet¬ 
nam." 


Board  drops  magazines 

‘Today ^Today’s  Ministry’ lose  money ,  circulation 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  After  facing  a  losing 
battle  with  rising  costs  and  declining 
circulation  since  it  was  created  16 
months  ago,  United  Methodism’s  general 
audience  magazine  “Today”  will  cease 
publication  with  the  June  1975  issue.  The 
denomination’s  clergy  journal,  “Today’s 
Ministry,”  which  has  been  published  as 
an  insert  into  “Today”  and  distributed 
without  charge  to  the  church’s  39,000 
ministers,  will  likewise  be  discontinued. 

The  decision  to  scuttle  “Today”  and 
“Today’s  Ministry”  was  reached  here 
last  week  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Publications  following  a  long  and  careful 
study. 

“Newscope,"  a  weekly  newsletter  for 
church  leaders,  which  currently  has  a 
circulation  of  approximately  4,000,  will 
be  continued  at  least  through  1976. 

Additionally,  the  General  Periodicals 
staff  will  produce  a  monthly  multi-page 
version  of  “Newscope”  for  insertion  into 
the  denomination’s  program  journal, 
“The  Interpreter,”  as  an  interim 
replacement  for  the  discontinued 
publications.  “The  Interpreter,”  which  is 
published  by  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications,  goes  to  the  church’s 
ministers  and  key  leaders  in  each  local 
congregation  nationwide. 

In  a  report  to  the  board  prior  to  its 
decision,  Mr.  Roger  Burgess,  Editorial 
Director  of  the  General  Periodicals 
program  and  Editor  of  “Today,”  said 
that  the  two  magazines  and  “Newscope” 
incurred  a  combined  deficit  of  nearly 
$500,000  last  year,  with  that  figure  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  surpassed  this  year. 

Circulation  declined, 
despite  promotions 

When  "Today”  and  "Today’s 
Ministry”  were  launched  in  January  of 
1974  as  successors  to  “Together”  and 
“The  Christian  Advocate,”  “Today”  had 
a  paid  circulation  of  just  under  200,000. 
Under  Mr.  Burgess’  direction,  an 
aggressive,  multi-media  promotional 
campaign  aimed  at  doubling  the 
magazine’s  circulation  was  launched. 
Paid  circulation  continued  to  decline  in 
every  area  of  the  church,  however,  and 
stood  at  just  over  140,000  in  January  of 
this  year,  according  to  Mr.  Burgess. 

One  of  the  chief  reasons  for  the  decline, 
hO  said,  is  the  “fierce  competition”  for 
United  Methodist  readers.  As  evidence, 


Former  EUB  women, 
missionary  head  dies 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  Dr.  Janet 
Gilbert,  80,  who  headed  the  women’s 
program  in  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  and  was  related 
to  its  missionary  movement  for  36  years, 
died  March  13  at  Otterbein  Home, 
Lebanon,  Ohio. 

A  leader  in  ecumenical  work  and  a 
member  of  the  church  where  the  EUB 
women’s  organization  was  born.  Dr. 
Gilbert  had  retired  in  1958  as  general 
secretary  of  the  Women’s  Society  of 
World  Service.  A  native  of  Dayton,  she 
had  lived  here  in  retirement  until  moving 
to  Otterbein  Home  in  1973. 

Dr.  Gilbert  began  work  for  the  church 
in  1922,  when  she  was  chosen  secretary  of 
the  Otterbein  Guild,  a  girls’  missionary 
organization.  In  1943  she  was  named 
editor  of  the  women’s  missionary 
periodical,  “The  Evangel.”  Throughput 
her  long  career  with  the  church,  she  was 
in  demand  as  a  speaker  and  interpreter 
of  missions. 

Illinois  district  answers 
hunger  appeal 

DECATUR,  Ill.  -  United  Methodist 
churches  of  the  Decatur  District 
borrowed  $500  from  a  local  bank  to  make 
a  down  payment  on  a  $1.5  million  appeal 
by  Bishop  Lance  Webb,  Springfield,  to 
help  alleviate  world  hunger,  March  17. 

Decatur  District  superintendent  Dr. 
Marshall  Ervin  mailed  the  $500  check  to 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
with  instructions  to  purchase  wheat  and 
powdered  milk  for  delivery  to 
Bangladesh  and  the  Sahel  Region  of 
North  Africa. 

The  district  response  to  world  hunger 
may  become  the  model  for  the  area’s  two 
conferences  as  members  in  Central  and 
Southern  Illinois  answer  to  the  bishop’s 
appeal.  The  districts  76  churches  will 
repay  the  loan  April  27  by  a  special  of¬ 
fering. 

Sen.  Humphrey  lauds  religious 
role  to  increase  food  assistance 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  Sen.  Hubert 
H.  Humphrey  has  credited  religious 
groups  with  having  played  a  major  role 
in  pressuring  the  Ford  administration  to 
increase  U.S.  food  assistance  abroad 
from  4.3  million  to  5.5  million  tons. 

But  he  said  the  2>2  month  delay  in 
making  the  decision  may  make  it  im¬ 
possible  to  get  the  food  shipped  to  needy 
nations  by  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  — 
June  30  —  as  the  law  requires. 

Speaking  at  a  dinner  of  the  Lutheran 
Council  in  the  U.S. A..  Sen.  Humphrey 
said  he  has  introduced  a  resolution 
calling  for  establishment  of  a  food 
coordinator  in  the  White  House  to 
eliminate  such  delays  in  future. 

The  Minnesota  senator  said  food 
reserves  in  this  country  are  now  the 
lowest  in  25  years  and  it  remains  to  be 
seen  if  Americans  will  share  their  food 
with  others  when  their  own  supplies  are 
tight. 


he  cited  the  existence  of  nine  nationally 
circulated  special-audience  magazines 
within  the  denomination,  and  64  different 
annual  conference  publications  with  a 
combined  circulation  of  more  than  one 
million. 

Mr.  Burgess  also  noted  that  when 
“Today”  and  “Today's  Ministry”  were 
launched  in  1974,  the  publications  they 
replaced  had  a  history  of  circulation 
difficulties.  "Together,”  which  was 
initiated  in  1957,  reached  a  highwater 
mark  of  nearly  900,000  in  1959  and  then 
declined  steadily  each  year  thereafter. 
“The  Christian  Advocate”  reached  only 
about  one-fourth  of  the  church’s 
ministers  on  a  subscription  basis  when 
it  was  discontinued  in  favor  of  “Today’s 
Ministry.”  During  the  past  18  years,  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  has 
provided  the  general  periodicals 
program  with  subsidies  totaling  more 
than  $6  million,  Mr.  Burgess  said. 

Mr.  John  Procter,  President  and 
Publisher  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  said  that  the  decision 
to  discontinue  “Today”  and  “Today’s 
Ministry”  was  a  difficult  one  for  the 
Board  of  Publication  to  make.  But,  he 
noted,  “In  a  time  of  world  starvation  and 
severe  national  recession,  the  Board  of 
Publication  felt  it  was  just  not  good 
Christian  stewardship  to  continue 
spending  so  much  to  reach  so  few.” 
Subscriptions  to  be  transferred 
or  refunded 

Under  the  board’s  action,  persons  with 
paid  subscriptions  to  “Today”  will  be 
given  the  choice  of  transferring  the 
remaining  value  of  their  subscription  to 
“The  Interpreter,”  “Newscope,”  one  of 
several  other  publications,  or  of 
receiving  a  cash  refund. 

Mr.  Procter  stated  that  key  members 
of  the  discontinued  magazines’  staffs  will 
be  retained  to  produce  the  “Daily 
Christian  Advocate”  for  the  1976  General 
Conference.  In  the  meantime,  they  will 
perform  a  variety  of  assignments.  An 
effort  will  be  made  to  place  as  many 
other  members  of  the  staffs  as  possible  in 
other  jobs  within  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  and  other  church 
boards  and  agencies,  Mr.  Procter  said. 

Regarding  the  possibility  of  future 
publications,  Mr.  Procter  indicated  that 
the  Board  of  Publication  will  cooperate 
with  the  Joint  Committee  on  Communi¬ 
cations  and  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  as  they  “prepare  recom¬ 
mendations  for  1976  General  Conference 
action  on  a  more  feasible  general  church 


WCC  asfcfc  $1  million  v 
for  S.  Vietnam  refugee^ 

GENEVA  (RNS)  —  A  million-dollar 
emergency  appeal  for  refugees  in  South 
Vietnam  has  been  launched  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

Jean  Fischer,  acting  director  of  the 
WCC’s  Commission  on  Inter-church  Aid, 
Refugee  and  World  Service  (CICARWS), 
said  the  appeal  was  for  an  “initial” 
million  dollars.  “The  need  is  urgent  and 
the  people  affected  are  desperate,”  he 
reported.  “Local  aid  agencies  in  the 
areas  are  working  at  capacity,  and  need 
our  support  as  rapidly  as  we  can  get  aid 
there.” 

Bill  would  change  clergy 
under  Social  Security 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
Clergymen  would  have  the  option  of 
electing  to  be  treated  as  employed 
persons  under  the  Social  Security  system 
under  a  bill  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Rep.  J.  Edward 
Roush  (D-lnd.)  and  12  co-sponsors. 

The  United  Brethren  legislator  said  his 
measure  is  designed  to  change  the 
present  status  of  clergymen  from  that  of 
self-employed  —  with  a  higher  tax  rate 
(since  they  pay  both  employee’s  and 
employer’s  share  of  the  tax )  —  to  that  of 
employed. 

Currently,  priests,  pastors  and  rabbis 
are  covered  under  Social  Security  as  self- 
employed  persons  unless  they  choose  to 
decline  in  writing  this  coverage  during 
the  first  two  years  beginning  to  function 
as  clergymen. 


communications  program  " 

Regional  Centers  to  be  cut 
In  another  action  with  potentially  far- 
reaching  effects,  the  Board  of 
Publication  approved  a  concept  which 
would  decrease  the  number  of  Cokesbury 
Regional  Service  Centers  from  six  to 
three.  Service  centers  are  presently 
located  in  Nashville.  Dallas,  Park  Ridge, 
Ill.,  San  Francisco,  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
Teaneck.  N.J. 

An  exhaustive  market  research  and 
distribution  study  prepared  by  a  team  of 
persons  on  the  Publishing  House  staff 
showed  that  the  present  system  was 
developed  on  the  premise  that  church 
membership,  and  the  use  of  Publishing 
House  materials,  would  continue  to  in¬ 
crease  as  substantially  as  they  did  during 
the  1950’s.  Both  membership  and  sales 
have  increased  by  much  smaller  per¬ 
centages  than  that  which  was  projected 
in  1959,  when  the  present  distribution 
system  was  established. 

The  study  team's  research  indicates 
that  a  consolidation  from  six  distribution 
centers  to  three  would  result  in  an  annual 
savings  of  more  than  $800,000  to  the 
Publishing  House  without  significantly 
increasing  the  time  or  cost  of  trans¬ 
porting  materials  to  its  customers 
across  the  church. 

The  Board  of  Publication  com¬ 
missioned  the  Publishing  House  staff  to 
continue  its  study  and  to  bring  recom¬ 
mendations  at  a  later  time  regarding 
how  the  consolidation  might  be  im¬ 
plemented  Although  no  decision  was 
made  at  this  meeting,  the  distribution 
centers  likely  to  be  phased  out  are 
Dallas.  San  Francisco  and  Richmond. 

‘Intolerable 
obscenities’ 
says  minister 

SHEFFIELD,  Eng  (RNS^  -  Eight 
"obscenities”  which  “should  be  in¬ 
tolerable  to  every  Christian'  were  listed 
when  British  Navy  Minister  Frank  Judd 
addressed  the  79th  annual  congress  of  the 
Free  Church  Federal  Council. 

Mr.  Judd,  speaking  on  human  rights, 
said  the  worst  obscenities  are  these: 

—  The  obscenity  of  those  denied  the 
self-respect  and  security  of  employment 
in  a  society  which  claims  to  have  reached 
unrivaled  levels  of  technological  and 
managerial  proficiency. 

—  The  obscenity  of  total  homelessness 
and  shoddy  public  and  private  housing  in 
a  society  where  the  motor  car  and  road 
building  acquire  the  dimensions  of  a  new 
religion 

—  The  obscenity  of  the  elderly  In  our 
midst  left  alone  to  die. 

—  The  obscenity  of  so  many  mentally 
and  physically  sick  and  handicapped  still 
denied  the  care,  the  opportunities  and 
attention  they  so  desperately  need. 

—  The  obscenity  of  racial  and  religious 
intolerance:  of  men,  women  and  children 
denied  their  self-respect  and  elementary 
human  rights  because  of  the  color  of  their 
skin  or  the  form  of  their  beliefs. 

—  The  obscenity  of  nations  (“like  our 
own")  economically  benefiting  from 
profits  made  by  racial  exploitation  in 
South  Africa 

—  The  basic  obscenity  of  a  world 
where  the  overwhelming  majority  of  its 
population  still  never  know  what  it  is  to 
have  enough  to  eat  whose  average 
income  per  person  is  in  the  region  of 
$60-$  120  a  year,  while  a  minority  live  in 
affluence  on  the  resources  which  could  be 
used  to  emancipate  the  majority. 

Mr.  Judd  added  ‘Perhaps  most 
fundamental  of  all  the  obscenity  of  a 
generation  which  in  its  quest  for  material 
advance  pollutes  rivers,  lakes,  seas  and 
atmosphere,  and  rapes  the  finely 
balanced  ecological  structures  of  nature 
itself;  burns  up  the  non-renewable 
resources  of  the  world  at  an  ever  more 
devastating  rate:  and  amidst  this  orgy  of 
self-indulgence  spares  hardly  a  thought 
for  the  rights  and  needs  of  future 
generations  as  yet  unborn. 

Mr.  Judd  said,  “These  and  other  issues 
like  them  are  the  real  obscenities.  They 
provide  an  irresistible  call  to  action  for 
Christians  throughout  the  world!” 


Bradenton 
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A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It's  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It’s  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 

An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non- 
sectarian  In  Its  benefits. 
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UMCOR  steps  up 
Viet  refugee  aid 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


NEW  YORK,  (UMC)  —  fbe  Indochina 
refugee  emergency,  with  its  surging 
tides  of  humanity  made  homeless  by 
recent  developments  in  Cambodia  and 
South  Vietnam,  has  sent  church  relief 
agencies,  including  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  into 
high  gear. 

Operating  through  ecumenical  chan¬ 
nels.  UMCOR  already  has  sent  some 
$33,000  to  South  Vietnam  as  its  part  of  an 
initial  Church  World  Service  (CWS) 
contribution  of  $100,000,  approved  by  the 
CWS  Department  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  on  March  26. 

“The  World  Council  of  Churches, 
through  its  Fund  for  Reconstruction  and 
Reconciliation  in  Indochina  (FRRI),  has 
issued  an  appeal  for  one  million  dollars,” 

Evangelical 

newsletter 

published 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

GREENVILLE.  Tx  .  -  A  “Good  News 
Movement”  spin-off  group  of  evangelical 
United  Methodists  has  begun  publishing 
an  evangelical  newsletter,  the  first  issue 
of  which  was  mailed  to  about  2,500  United 
Methodist  theological  seminary  students 
last  week. 

Called  the  “Catalyst,”  the  publication 
grew  out  of  decisions  made  during  a 
Good  News  sponsored  “Conference  on 
Evangelical  Strategy”  last  fall  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  is  directed  at 
presenting  an  evangelical  viewpoint  to 
more  than  4,000  United  Methodists 
presently  enrolled  in  seminary  education 
across  the  nation.  Its  publisher  is  a  group 
called  the  Committee  on  Theological 
Education. 

The  publication  is  edited  here  by  the 
Rev.  Michael  Walker  and  is  printed  in 
Dallas,  where  it  is  mailed  to  individual 
seminary  students  free  of  charge.  The 
initial  issue  was  four,  by  11  pages. 
Present  plans  are  to  publish  the 
newsletter  twice  each  academic 
semester. 

Mr.  Walker  said  the  Committee  on 
Theological  Education,  although 
organized  at  the  Good  News  conference, 
is  independent  from  that  organization. 
The  first  issue  of  the  newsletter  carries 
no  mention  of  the  movement  in  either  its 
masthead  or  in  an  article  explaining  the 
origins  of  the  publication. 

Asked  why  the  “Catalyst”  makes  no 
mention  of  its  connection  to  Good  News, 
Mr.  Walker  said,  “We  feel  a  need  not  to 
identify  with  any  other  group.  This  does 
not  represent  a  lack  of  support  for  Good 
News,  but  a  desire  not  to  carry  old  image 
baggage  that  group  might  have  with 
some  persons.”  All  five  members  of  the 
committee  producing  the  “Catalyst”  are 
Good  News  members. 

Child  abuser  told 
to  report  on  Bible 

KINGSPORT,  Tenn.  (RNS)  —  A  29- 
year-old  father  who  was  convicted  of 
child  abuse  in  General  Sessions  Court 
here  has  been  ordered  to  submit  a 
written  report  to  the  judge  on  what  the 
Bible  says  about  disciplining  children. 

“I’ve  never  done  this  before,”  com¬ 
mented  Judge  George  Garrett.  But  he 
told  defendant  Jerry  Vermillion,  “I  want 
you  to  read  what  the  Scriptures  say  about 
disciplining  children  and  submit  to  me  in 
writing  some  comments  about  what  you 
think  they  mean.” 

Judge  Garrett  also  told  Mr.  Vermillion, 
who  was  convicted  of  hitting  his  12-year- 
old  stepdaughter  with  a  boot,  that  if  he 
broke  that  probation  condition  or  any  of 
several  others  he  would  be  sentenced  to  a 
year  in  jail. 


Late  Model  Used 
School  Buses 

36-66  Passenger 
CARR’S  Import  Motors 
Phone  (813)  752  7301 
Plant  City,  Fla.  33566 


IRRITATED 

EYELIDS? 

Bathe  them  with  LAVOPT1K.  the  Medicinal 
Eye  Wash.  Soothes  and  relieves  sore,  burning, 
itching  eyelids;  relaxes  tired  eyes.  For  de¬ 
pendable  eye  comfort  insist  on  LAVOPT1K 
Eye  Wash,  eye  cup  included  at  your  druggist. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


explained  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines,  UMCOR 
executive  and  CWS  vice  chairman.  “Of 
this,  the  United  States  churches  (through 
CWS)  will  provide  between  $250,000  and 
$300,000." 

Dr.  Haines  said  the  WCC  one-million- 
dollar  appeal  will  be  divided  and 
channeled  through  four  agencies:  Asian 
Christian  Service  (ACS),  $300,000; 
Vietnam  Christian  Service  'VNCS), 
$250,000;  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Thailand 
(CCT),  $200,000;  and  the  International 
Red  Cross  (IRC),  $250,000.  He  explained 
the  funds  for  ACS  and  VNCS  would  aid 
Vietnamese  refugees  in  South  Vietnam 
controlled  areas  and  the  funds  to  the 
Thailand  church  would  be  to  aid 
Cambodian  refugees  fleeing  into  Thai¬ 
land.  According  to  Dr.  Haines,  the 
$250,000  to  be  channeled  throughthe  IRC 
will  be  to  work  with  refugees  in  areas 
now  controlled  by  the  Provisional 
Revolutionary  Government  (PRG)  in 
Vietnam. 

“The  PRG  has  asked  for  assistance, 
but  has  not  indiciated  how  such  aid  is  to 
be  channeled,  so  pending  clarification, 
we  are  sending  it  through  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Red  Cross,”  Dr.  Haines  said. 

Pointing  to  the  “raw  human  need”  of 
the  situation,  heightened  by  the  in¬ 
creasing  numbers  and  continual  move¬ 
ment  of  refugees,  now  estimated  at  well 
over  one  million  people,  Dr.  Haines  said 
there  is  “total  confusion  but  real  need”  in 
Indochina.  He  noted  the  WCC  appeal 
could  be  increased,  but  said  “with  the 
confusion  and  hourly  changing  of  the 
situation,  we  feel  this  is  the  best  action 
we  can  take  for  the  moment.” 

According  to  communiques  received 
by  CWS  from  FRRI  officials,  the  South 
Vietnamese  City  of  Da  Nang  is  expected 
to  be  jammed  with  more  than  a  million 
refugees  by  the  end  of  March,  and  an 
airlift  utilizing  747  jumbo  jets  was 
attempting  to  move  10,000  refugees  per 
day  from  Da  Nang  to  southern  provinces 
of  South  Vietnam  still  controlled  by  the 
Theiu  government. 

Dr.  Haines  reported  March  26  that 
Vietnam  Christian  Service  was  out  of 
contact  with  its  staff  in  the  Central 
Highlands  of  South  Vietnam.  VNCS  is 
sponsored  jointly  by  Church  World 
Service  and  Lutheran  World  Relief.  It 
has  18  foreign  and  100  indigenous  staff 
members  working  in  South  Vietnam. 

The  situation  in  Cambodia  also  has 
necessitated  the  movement  of  virtually 
all  personnel  of  Asian  Christian  Service, 
a  program  of  the  Christian  Conference  of 
Asia,  out  of  that  country. 


RESETTLEMENT  CAMPS 
-ARE  THEY 
PART  OF  THE 
CAMPAIGN  ? 

Controversial  cartoon 

NEW  YORK  —  This  cartoon,  drawn  by  a  United  Methodist  missionary  teacher, 
protested  treatment  of  Africans  in  resettlement  camps.  Although  it  was  never 
published  in  Rhodesia,  it  led  to  the  deportation  from  that  country  of  the  artist.  Dr.  J. 
Morgan  Johnson,  and  his  family.  Charges  of  subversion  against  the  Georgia  native 
were  dropped  by  the  white  Ian  Smith  regime,  but  the  educator,  his  wife,  Rosalie 
Johnson.  M.D.,  and  their  five  children  were  ordered  to  leave.  The  Johnsons  arrived 
in  the  U.S.  in  mid-March. 

Youth  leads  adults 

16-y ear-old  directs  parents  in  choir 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  —  To  talk  with  the 
director  of  music  at  Hillcrest  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  you  may  have  to 
catch  her  between  basketball  games, 
MYF  meetings,  and  homework  assign¬ 
ments. 

At  age  16,  Becky  Ann  Barton  could  well 
be  the  youngest  church  music  director 
around. 

Furthermore, 
she’s  one  16-year- 
old  whose  parents 
enjoy  taking  orders 
from  her,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  Hillcrest’s 
40-voice  sanctuary 
choir. 

For  Palm  Sun¬ 
day’s  special  music 
recently,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Claude  Barton 
and  Becky’s  two 
sisters,  Kathy  and  Nancy,  were  all  in 


W 

Becky  Ann  Barton 


Vitality  of  Cuban  church 
impresses  mission  exec 


the  choir.  “Kathy  was  home  from  college 
and  we  were  all  up  there.  It  was  great,” 
Becky  told  TM/UMR. 

A  serious  student  of  piano  and  voice, 
Becky  is  a  member  of  the  honors  choir  at 
Overton  High  School,  and  of  the  Tennes¬ 
see  All-State  Chorus.  She  will  tour 
Europe  this  summer  with  the  Tennessee 
Youth  Chorale.  She  hopes  for  a  career  in 
vocal  music. 

Meanwhile,  between  rehearsals,  she’s 
racking  up  a  4.0  average  in  high  school,  is 
active  in  sports  and  church  affairs  —  and 
chafes  because  she  doesn’t  have  time  to 
develop  children’s  choirs  at  Hillcrest. 

“I  love  to  work  with  children.  They 
take  direction  beautifully  and  they  don’t 
talk  back,”  she  laughs. 

But  it’s  obvious  that  she  doesn’t  have 
much  trouble  with  adults,  either.  A 
recent  story  about  her  in  the  Tennessee 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR  con¬ 
cluded  proudly:  “People  who  talk  about 
the  irresponsible  teenagers  of  today  and 
wonder  what  our  country  is  coming  to 
should  take  a  second  look  because  there 
are  many  young  people  like  B^cky  who 
are  the  foundation  of  our  country’s 
future.” 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  vitality  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba  is  evident, 
according  to  Miss  Joyce  Hill,  a  United 
Methodist  missions  executive,  who  re¬ 
cently  returned  from  a  12-day  visit  to  the 
largest  island  in  the  Caribbean. 

Miss  Hill  attended  the  church’s 
General  Conference,  where  she  said,  “I 
think  the  church  itself  was  surprised  by  a 
report  from  the  young  people,  that  they 
had  maintained  themselves  in 
organization  and  had  organized  the  12-13 
and  14-year-olds  and  set  their  goals  as 
youth  within  the  life  of  the  church.” 

Lay  persons  who  give  a  strong 
Christian  witness  to  their  fellow  workers 
are  highly  respected,  said  Miss  Hill. 
“They  say  anyone  who  tries  to  be  wishy- 
washy  about  being  a  church  member 
does  not  have  the  respect  of  the  church 
members  or  their  fellow  workers.” 

“The  thing  that  impressed  me  most 
going  back  to  Cuba  after  a  4-year  ab¬ 
sence  was  the  improvement  of  the 
economic  situation,”  she  said.  “The  fact 
that  they  have  increased  trade  with  other 
Latin  American  countries  means  that 
things  are  not  so  expensive.  The  (in¬ 
creased)  number  of  taxis  now  available, 
thanks  to  trade  with  Argentina,  the 
diplomatic  relations  just  established  with 
Columbia,  means  increased  trade 
there.” 


The  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba  voted 


quadrennial  emphasis  on  evangelism, 
reported  Miss  Hill,  a  member  of  the 
Latin  American  Team  of  the  United 
Methodist’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
World  Division.  “They  have  had 
traditional  evangelistic  activities  by 
pastoral  exchanges  across  the  island  and 
they  determined  in  their  General  Con¬ 
ference  they  must  find  new  ways  to  be 
proclaiming  the  Gospel.  The  old 
traditional  ways  are  no  longer  valid. 
They  don’t  know  how  they  are  going  to 
find  them,  but  they  have  determined  that 
their  commission  on  Evangelism  must 
set  this  as  its  task,”  she  said. 

Recent  travel  outside  Cuba  by  Bishop 
Armando  Rodriguez  as  well  as  pastors 
and  lay  persons  has  helped  the  Cuban 
Methodists  to  feel  they  are  a  part  of  the 
world-wide  Methodist  family,  according 
to  Miss  Hill.  Funds  from  the  World 
Division  helped  provide  travel  of  the 
Bishop  and  others.  One  of  those  was  the 
president  of  the  church’s  women 
organization  who  represented  her  church 
at  the  World  Methodist  Congress  in 
Jerusalem. 

There  is  still  a  great  interest  on  the 
part  of  Cubans  for  the  re-establishment 
of  U.S.  relationships  with  Cuba.  “One 
thing  the  Cuban  Revolution  proves  is 
that,  even  though  it’s  a  tough  row  to  hoe, 
they  have  made  it  without  any  economic 
assistance  from  us.”  she  stated. 


Christ  comes  down 
from  the  cross 
in  book 

"The  Alleluia  Affair”  by  Malcolm 
Boyd,  Word  Books,  1975,  $5.95. 

Pay  $5.95  for  a  book  you  can  read  in 
12  minutes?  Ridiculous. 

Wait  a  minute.  You  don’t  often  read 
a  book  like  this. 

The  unconventional  Malcolm  Boyd, 
roving  priest  and  prolific  author,  has 
done  it  again. 

This  time  he  brings  Christ  down 
from  the  crosses  in  cathedrals  and 
stained-glass  windows  to  place  him  on 
the  street,  in  the  cafe  and  repairing 
the  subway. 

People  begin  seeing  Jesus  in  one 
another.  A  janitor  walks  past  the  desk 
of  a  black  woman  and  says,  “Hello, 
Jesus.” 

Suddenly,  miraculously,  people  find 
hanging  on  the  empty  cross  an 
emanciated  starving  child  or  a  68- 
year-old  man  neglected  by  his  family 
or  an  unmarried  pregnant  woman. 

The  author  dramatically  conveys 
his  message:  crucifixion  and  resur¬ 
rection  happen  now;  they  are  not 
abstract  concepts  in  the  past  but 
realities  in  today’s  life. 

When  people  believe  that  with  their 
hearts  and  live  those  changes  in  their 
lives  —  then  come  the  words  from 
above:  “Alleluia!”  —Clyde Chesnutt 
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FIBERGLASS 
SPIRES-CROSSES 
BAPTISTRIES 
WATER  HEATERS 

^Church  credit  plans  available.  //\\ 
Free  colored  brochure. 

LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
Phone:  713  883-4246 
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Qo/  1  f\o/  first  mortgag 
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interact  par  annum 


.  .  .  with  maturity  dates  ranging  from  1  to  1 0H  yaan  and 
intarast  payable  semiannually- 

Thi*  announcement  la  neither  an  offer  to  call  nor  a  aollcltatien 
or  an  offer  to  buy.  The  offer  la  made  by  proapactui  only. 


&FB.  Culbert$ori  and  Company 


1408  Continental  Life  Building 
Fort  Worth.  Taxaa  76102 


within  Tpua.  cel  1 -eoo-7se-e*ei 
Outside  of  Taxaa.  call  1-eOMSS-MS  (toll Jrw) 

Gentlemen  Pises*  aand  information  on  available  first  mortaafa  church  bonds. 

Name _ _ _ 


I 

I 


Address _ 

City,  State  &  Zip_ 


J 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  “Caring  for 
God’s  children”  is  the  reason  that  a  new 
emphasis  on  membership  recruitment 
and  training  for  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  was  launched  this  week,  said 
Dr.  Duane  Bruce,  Council  on  Ministries 
director. 

A  calendar  of  events  calls  for  1975  to  be 
a  year  of  gathering  resources  and 
sharing  ideas  to  prepare  for  1976  as  the 
year  of  implementation  in  the  local 
church.  The  emphasis  comes  as  a  joint 
effort  by  the  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Ministries,  officed  here,  and  the  College 
of  Bishops  task  force  headed  by  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  J'Jew  Orleans 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  includes  the 
eight  states  of  Arkansas,  Kansas, 
Louisiana,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma  and  Texas. 

Among  the  activities  slated  for  the 
effort  are: 

•  a  series  of  short  articles  by  leading 
churchpersons  to  appear  in  conference 
newspapers  relating  evangelism  to 
church  school,  preaching,  black 


tradition,  new  congregations,  methods 
and  creative  ministries; 

•  a  compiling  of  innovative  forms  of 
evangelism  across  the  church  to  be  made 
available  in  the  fall  for  conference  and 
local  church  leaders;  • 

•  a  monthly  packet  of  program  ideas 
and  formats  entitled  “Models  for 
Ministers"  to  be  sent  to  conference 
leaders  from  the  Jurisdictional  office; 

•  special  emphases  on  the  evangelism 
effort  to  be  presented  at  annual  con¬ 
ference  sessions  and  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference  in  1976; 

•  an  effort  to  involve  every  local 
church  in  new  and  special  ways  of 
seeking  people  in  the  name  of  Christ  and 
enlisting  them  in  the  fellowship  of 
Christian  believers.” 

“We  hope  to  spark  evangelism  in  every 
local  church,"  Mr.  Bruce  told 
TM/  UMR.  “Our  business  as  Christians 
is  people.  And  we  hope  this  emphasis  will 
enable  each  church  to  become  more 
sensitized  to  the  needs  of  people  and  the 
challenge  of  our  Lord  to  go  into  the  whole 
world  and  preach  the  gospel.” 


APRIL  4,  1975 

Wants  president  fired 

S.  Korea  may  close 


Christian 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  South 
Korean  government  has  threatened  to 
close  a  major  Christian  university  in 
Seoul  unless  it  fires  its  president  and  bars 
reinstatement  of  studenfs  and  faculty 
recently  released  from  prison. 

Religious  News  Service  learned  that 
trustees  of  Yonsei  (Korean  Christian) 
University  are  resisting  the  ultimatum 
delivered  by  the  South  Korean  ministry 
of  education  during  the  third  week  of 
March. 

The  school  is  supported  among  others 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
president,  Dr.  Park  Tae  Sun,  is  a  Korean 
Methodist  who  was  once  dean  of  a  Meth¬ 
odist  seminary  in  North  Korea. 

Details  of  the  conflict  were  supplied 
here  by  the  United  Board  for  Christian 
Higher  Education  in  Asia,  the  coordina¬ 
ting  agency  for  a  group  of  U.S.,  Canadian 
and  Korean  Protestant  Churches  which 
support  Yonsei,  a  school  having  more 
than  9,000  students. 

Refusal  of  the  trustees  to  comply  with 
the  order  may  lead  to  voluntary  suspen¬ 
sion  of  classes  in  the  face  of  strong 
student  opposition  to  the  government 
move. 

At  issue  between  Yonsei  and  the 
regime  of  President  Park  Chung  Hee  is 
the  status  of  two  professors  and  16 
students  who  were  among  nearly  200 
political  prisoners  released  in  February. 
The  members  of  the  university  com¬ 
munity  were  arrested  and  sentenced  by 
secret  courts  last  year  after  calling  for 
the  restoration  of  democracy. 

Government  officials  asked  the  uni¬ 
versity  not  to  reinstate  the  students,  to 
dismiss  one  professor,  Dr.  Don  Gil  Kim, 
a  teacher  of  American  studies,  and  to 

‘New  awakening’ 
for  Sri  Lanka 
Methodists 

COLOMBO,  Sri  Lanka  (RNS)  —  The 
Methodist  Church  in  Sri  Lanka  ex¬ 
perienced  a  “new  awakening”  as  the 
result  of  an  18-day  mission  lead  by  an 
Australian  evangelist,  according  to  the 
president  of  the  denomination. 

The  Rev.  G.  Denzil  de  Silva  reported  on 
one  of  the  first  events  in  World 
Methodism’s  “Year  of  Evangelism.”  The 
visiting  evangelist  was  Dr.  Alan  Walker, 
superintendent  of  the  Central  Methodist 
Mission,  Sydney. 

Mr.  de  Silva  stressed  the  broad 
dimensions  of  the  mission  rather  than 
seeing  the  results  only  in  terms  *of 
stastistics  on  conversions,  although  he 
did  note  that  over  700  “decisions”  were 
recorded,  including  some  among  Budd¬ 
hists  and  Hindus. 


university 

suspend  Dr.  chang  Kook  Kim,  dean  of  the 
Yonsei  theological  college. 

According  to  confirmed  information 
reaching  the  United  Board,  the  Park 
regime  argued  that  those  released  frpm 
prison  did  not  have  full  pardons  abd 
should  not  be  permitted  to  resume  uhi- 
versity  careers.  _  .  J 

With  the  backing  of  trustees,  Dr.  Park, 
the  Yonsei  president,  responded  that  the 
students  had  not  been  expelled  when 
arrested  and  the  two  professors  re¬ 
mained  in  good  standing.  He  saw  po 
reason  to  bar  them  from  the  university. 

In  a  March  21  telegram  to  Republic  ^>f 
Korea  Ambassador  Hahm  Pyong  Chodn 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  Dr.  Edwin  6. 
Fisher  Jr.  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Asia  office  urged  the 
withdrawl  of  the  ultimatum,  noting  that 
both  the  university  and  Dr.  Park  are  held 
in  the  “highest  esteem  by  the  World 
Division,  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Critic  says 

Publishing  , 
House  okay 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  -  (UMC)  -  A 
clean  bill  of  health  was  accorded  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House’s  progress 
in  equal  employment  opportunities  by  a 
magazine  long  critical  of  the  agency’s 
efforts,  “engage/social  action”,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  social  action  boards  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  made  the  report 
in  a  recent  issue  of  the  magazine  printed 
here. 

Recalling  the  days  when  “ingrained 
racism”  was  characteristic  of  the 
Publishing  House  in  Nashville,  associate 
editor  Lee  Ranck  tells  the  history  of 
pressures  brought  to  make  it  adopt 
employment  practices  for  ethnic 
minorities  in  line  with  the  church’s 
principles,  including  the  highly  critical 
articles  in  the  then  United  Methodist 
magazine  “engage”. 

From  the  days  of  separate  washrooms 
and  cafeterias,  he  reports  how  minority 
employment  has  risen  despite  a  cutback 
in  total  jobs.  At  the  end  of  1974,  minority 
employees  totaled  19.88  per  cent  com¬ 
pared  to  the  Nashville  area’s  population 
ratio  of  18.05  per  cent.  The  representation 
is  at  all  levels,  though  with  a  “minority- 
void  at  the  upper-level  positions.” 

Mr.  Ranck  says  there  is  real  progress 
and  commitment  toward  the  equal  op¬ 
portunity  goal  at  UMPH,  noting  the 
repbrt  of  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  that  the  agency  “shows  great 
sensitivity  ...  as  well  as  good  sound 
employment  practices.” 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver'tslng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  .of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

j  BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 

Restoring  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201, 

(214  )  747-4540. 

S50-S200  SAVED  ON  a  choir  or  mission  bus  Crip 
is  not  unusual.  Professional  help,  nationwide 
service.  Trav-Con  It  Associates.  Bob  Evans. 

(219)  358-0666.  3040  Park  Ln..  Dallas.  Texas 
75220. 

FESTIVAL  OF  NEW  LIFE  with  Bruce  Larson. 

Lloyd  Ogllvle  April  25-26.  San  Jose  District  Co- 
s  pons  or  Pre-registrations  only.  Brochure 
available:  Willow  Glen  UMC.  1420  Newport,  \ 
San  Jose.  CA.  95125. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.- J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllng  Dr.. 
Waco,  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817  )  799-5049. 

BRITISH  ISLES  —  Ireland,  Scotland.  England 

1  —  with  Methodist  and  literary  highlights. 

Dallas  to  Dallas,  first  class.  June  16-July  7. 
$1482.  Write  or  call:  Mrs.  Ida  Louise  Noblln, 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 
quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio  program 

7203  Centenary.  Dallas.  Texas  75225,  (214)  366- 
2933. 

is  available  to  you  and  your  community 
without  coat.  Your  only  responsibility  is  either 
to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated,  sponsored 
or  underwritten.  We  provide  the  tapes  com¬ 
pletely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour,  P.  O.  Box 

77.  Orlando,  Fla.  328 02. 

ORIENT  ADVENTURE,  with  Larry  and 
Mildred  Lac  our.  Tokyo  —  meet  with  leaders  of 
government  and  the  church,  worship  and  eat 
with  Christians  ln  a  new  mission  church.  Kyoto 
—  live  in  Japanese  style.  Hiroshima  —  be 
guided  by  John  Hersey’s  “Hero  of  Hiroshima" 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  $2.50  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.’s. 
ellzabeth's  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  2S351. 
Houston.  Texas  77005. 

Talpal.  Hong  Kong  and  Honolulu.  See  these  , 
countries  through  the  people.  Deluxe  hotels. 
Leave  May  21.  15  days.  First  UMC.  Colorado 
Springs.  Colo.  80902.  j. 

A  CONFERENCE  ON  YOUTH  MINISTRY 
with  Dr.  Ross  Snyder.  "Celebratlve 
Christians:  Meeting  Contemporary  Religious 
Hungers.”  An  experience  workshop  —  one 
youth  for  each  adult.  Fourth  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  on  Ministerial  Excellency  hosted  by 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  ln 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery.  ^08 

S.  College,  Waxahachle.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3680. 

Colorado  Springs,  CO.  80903.  phone  (303)  471- 
8522.  Contact  Julian  Rush,  Youth  Minister,  far 
further  information  and  brochures. 

RETIRED  MISSIONARY?  Need  a  com¬ 
fortable.  Inexpensive  home  for  a  few  years? 
Stoner  Missionary  Home  now  has  space 

FOR  SALE:  Twenty-nine  8-foot  and  eleven  10- 
foot  church  pews.  Good  condition.  H.  G. 
Counts.  Box  693,  Marble  Falls.  Texas  78654. 

(512  )  693-2352.  693-4839. 

for  one  married  couple.  Residence  near 
university,  church,  busline  and  center  of  city.  [_ 
For  further  information,  write  Falthe  . 
Richardson.  350  Ponca  Place.  Boulder.  Colo. 

80303. 

MUSICIAN  LOOKING  FOR  full  time  Job  as 
church  organist,  choir  director.  Have  training, 
some  experience.  Available  June  1.  Write  for 
resume:  Box  61,  LaPlata.  Mo.  63549. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  chllo  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  b>  > 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  aick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  ari 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

WANTED:  YOUNG  MAN  to  work  ln  either  or 
all  of  the  following  areas  of  a  young,  growing 
church:  Educational.  Music.  Programming. 
Visitation.  Contact:  Rev.  William  Easum. 
Colonial  Hills  United  Methodist  Church.  5247 

Vance  Jackson.  San  Antonio.  Texas. 

AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 

Basic  to  advanced  seminar  Sept.  7-20. 
Advanced  to  professional  Sept.  28  -  Oct.  11. 
Master  design  seminar;  date  to  be  announced. 
Room,  board  and  tuition,  all  materials  $530. 

For  brochure,  write:  P.  O.  Box  4605 M,  Santa 

Fe,  New  Mexico  87501. 

ALPINE  HOLIDAY:  A  leisurely  16-day  tour  of 
Switzerland,  the  Italian  and  Austrian  Tyrol, 
and  Bavaria  with  tour  host  Bob  Sanders.  $1099 
from  Dallas  on  July  28.  Brochure  from  United 
Methodist  Heritage  Tours.  Box  3129.  Waco. 

Texas  76707. 

USED  ORGAN  CONSOLE:  Wicks  three 
manual  console.  Stop  tabs.  4  general.  20 
divisional  pistons.  White  and  walnut  colonial 
design.  Price  negotiable.  Contact;  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  411  W.  Turner 
Street.  Clearwater.  Florida  33516.  Phone  (813) 
446-5955. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

NEW  YORK  TO  LUXEMBOURG.  $330  round 
trip.  Icelandic.  50  escorted  tours.  Independent.  i 

on  your  own.  Earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours.  2320 
Chimney  Rock.  Houston.  Texas  77027.  (713)- 
782-1601. 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (817)  MI5-9203  Keene,  Texas  76059 
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Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $3.00  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
reauests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 

200  Carondelet  St. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 


Bishop’s  Message 

Summer  camping,  especially  for  young  people,  is  now  being  developed  at  our 
four  splendid  camps.  Excellent  staffs  of  adult  workers,  fine  resource  people, 
and  other  helpers  will  make  these  camps  eminently  successful.  We  are  hoping 
that  again  this  summer  there  will  be  a  large  increase  in  enrollment  in  our  youth 
camps  over  the  preceding  year.  Camping  has  returned.  It  has  now  become  “an 
in-thing,"  but  more  than  this,  it  offers  unparalleled  spiritual  and  educational 
opportunities.  I  shall  be  hoping  for  a  good  report  from  each  congregation  on  the 
number  that  it  sends  to  the  camping  program  this  summer.  I  know  that  the 
experiences  provided  there  will  prove  beneficial  to  persons  in  churches 
throughout  the  ensuing  year. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Third  call  is  on 
for  1000  Club 


The  Third  Call  for  1000  Club 
contributions  is  now  underway, 
and  will  extend  through  May. 
Response  to  Calls  one  and  two  have 
been  gratifying,  according  to  a 
spokesmen,  but  more  members 
are  needed  in  order  to  raise  the 
required  amounts. 

The  funds  from  the  current  call 
go  to  the  Quitman  UM  Church  in 
the  Ruston  District. 


First  UM  Church,  Lake  Charles  reports  activities 


One  of  the  highlights  of  the  Spring 
season  at  First  UMC  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  was  the  Third  Annual  Festival 
of  the  Arts.  This  four-day  event  attracted 
many  talented  artists  erf  the  area,  and  a 
gala  program  surrounded  the  colorful 
activity.  A  reception  for  the  artists  was 
held  on  the  Sunday  of  opening  day,  and 
during  the  week  special  musical 
programs  were  presented  by  local 
groups,  including  the  church’s  youth  and 
children’s  choirs  and  the  handbell  choirs. 

Another  recent  event  at  the  Lake 
Charles  church  was  acceptance  of 
property  from  the  Jennings  Production 
Credit  Corporation  which  will  be  a  part  of 
the  soon-to-be-built  Activities  Building  of 
the  church.  The  present  building  of  the 
Jennings  property  will  be  used  as  the 
office  area  for  the  projected  new 
building. 


Shown  looking  over  a  painting  in  the  Third  Annual  Festival  of  the  Arts  are  com¬ 
mittee  members,  from  left:  Mrs.  John  Watkins;  Mrs.  Edward  Steiner,  chairman; 
and  Mrs.  Clark  Carver. 


Board  of  the  Laity 
to  meet  April  26 


The  Board  of  the  Laity  will  meet  on 
April  26  at  Horseshoe  Drive  UM  Church 
in  Alexandria,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  from  Conference  Lay 
Leader  Tom  H.  Matheny.  The  session 
will  begin  at  1:30  P.M. 

This  important  meeting  will  have  on 
the  agenda  reports  from  the  District  Lay 
Leaders.  Other  important  matters  to  be 
considered  include  the  Howard 
Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  Fund  and  the 
1000  Club.  Plans  for  the  Annual  Retreat 
will  be  discussed. 

Also  to  be  presented  at  this  meeting  are 
reports  as  to  the  role  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  the  Laity  in  connection  with  the 
Bicentennial  and  the  upcoming  meeting 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United 


Methodist  Church,  to  be  held  in  New 
Orleans  in  the  fall. 

— Committee  meetings  will  precede  the 
general  meeting  on  April  26,  and  each  of 
the  committees  will  get  together  at  10 
A.M.  on  the  same  day.  These  committees 
are:  1000  Club,  Herbert  Moffett,  chair¬ 
man;  United  Methodist  Men,  Eloi 
Primeaux,  chairman;  Howard 
Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  Fund,  John 
Jackson,  chairman. 

Plans  are  now  in  their  final  stages  for 
the  Annual  Men’s  Retreat  to  be  held  at 
Louisiana  College  on  June  28th  and  29th, 
1975.  This  is  a  project  of  the  United 
Methodists’  Men  Committee  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  the  Laity. 


Church  of  India  representative  speaks 
at  Shreveport  District  Conference 


Dr.  Sise  M.  Sager,  center,  is  shown  with  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent,  and  the  Rev.  Harold  W.  Longfellow,  pastor  of  Wynn  Memorial 
church. 


Dr.  Sise  M.  Sager,  administrative 
assistant  to  Bishop  Eric  Mitchell  of  the 
Delhi  Area,  United  Methodist  Church  of 
India  spoke  briefly  to  the  Shreveport 
District  Conference,  which  met  recently. 

Doctor  Sager  has  been  on  a  three 
month  tour  of  churches  in  the  U.  S.  which 

Arcadia  UMC  to  celebrate  125  years 

First  UM  Church,  Arcadia,  is  making 
plans  for  the  celebration  of  its  125th 
Anniversary  as  a  church  in  Arcadia,  with 
the  special  event  scheduled  for  April  27. 

All  former  pastors  of  the  church,  all 
pastors  sent  out  from  the  church,  and  all 


give  support  to  missionaries  in  his  area. 
The  Delhi  area  covers  more  than  500 
square  miles  of  territory.  In  addition  to 
speaking  before  the  district  meeting,  he 
also  participated  in  services  at  Wynn 
Memorial  UM  Church  and  Christ  UM  of 
Shreveport. 


From  the 
retired  corner 

By  BENTLEY  SLOANE 
We  do  not  have  a  conference  wide 
organization  of  retired  preachers  (in 
Louisiana),  praise  the  Lord!  But  we  do 
have  a  loose  fellowship.  We  do  not  cast  a 
block  vote  and  our  votes  are  not 
vigorously  solicited  by  the  various 
candidates  for  General  and  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conferences.  But  we  do  vote.  In 
Louisiana  there  are  93  retired  ministers 
who  can  vote  and  most  of  them  are  able 
to  attend  conference.  We  do  take  a  “back 
seat”  at  Conference  and  seldom  enter  a 
debate  on  issues.  This  is  as  it  should  be. 
We  have  had  our  day  of  leadership  and 
we  now  defer  to  others.  But  we  can  vote. 


former  members  are  being  invited  to 
return.  The  Rev.  F.  Henry  Bowden,  Sr. 
has  accepted  an  invitation  to  bring  the 
morning  message.  The  service  will  begin 
at  10:30  A.M.  and  will  climax  with 
friendly  “visiting”  during  the  basket 
lunch  period. 

A  note  from  the  church  states:  “If  you 
are  interested  in  the  past,  present  or 
future  of  this  church,  and  have  not 
received  an  invitation,  please  accept  this 
notice  as  your  invitation  to  be  present. 
You  will  be  welcome!” 

Douglas  T.  Williams,  Sr. 
the  Arcadia  church. 


i  pastor  of 


Douglas  T.  Williams 


First  UM,  Franklin 
holds  unique 
Hol^  Week  services 

Holy  Week  services  at  Franklin  UM 
Church  featured  former  pastors  of  the 
church  dating  back  to  1936  and  all  now 
retired.  Each  evening  worship  service 
was  led  by  a  different  clergyman, 
followed  by  a  reception  in  his  honor. 

Spanning  a  period  beginning  39  years 
ago,  there  were  many  happy  reunions 
between  the  ministers  and  the 
congregation.  The  visitors  were  guests  of 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  R.  McCammon,  and 
also  visited  in  many  homes  of  church 
members. 

The  returning  ministers  preached  in 
order  of  their  ministries  in  Franklin, 
beginning  with  the  Rev.  James  T.  Harris 
who  was  pastor  of  the  church  from  1936  - 
1940.  He  was  followed  on  succeeding 
evenings  by  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper;  the 
Rev.  W.  D.  Milton;  the  Rev.  E.  P.  Drake; 
and  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Haug. 

Dr.  Albert  S.  Hurley,  another  former 
pastor,  was  unable  to  participate 
because  of  a  recent  illness  from  which  he 
is  recuperating. 

This  unique  Holy  Week  service  at  the 
Franklin  church  proved  a  meaningful 
event  for  the  entire  church  and  com¬ 
munity. 

CSCC  Pioneer  II 
to  be  held  at 
Centenary  Apr.  17-18 

Seniors  in  high  school  and  college 
students  interested  in  transferring  are 
being  offered  a  unique  opportunity  to 
visit  Centenary  College  on  April  17-18  as 
guests  of  the  Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers. 

From  Thursday,  April  17,  until  Friday 
afternoon,  April  18,  students  will  be 
hosted  by  Centenary  students  during 
“All-Campus  Weekend.”  Those  at¬ 
tending  will  be  given  the  opportunity  to 
attend  different  college  classes  in  session 
and  learn  about  the  all  new  CSCC 
curriculum,  enrollment  and  transfer 
procedures,  and  work-scholarship 
program. 

Accommodations  will  be  provided  in  a 
college  dorm,  and  meals  will  be  taken  in 
the  college  cafeteria.  The  only  cost  to 
those  who  attend  will  be  their  individual 
transportation.  There  will  be  ample  free 
time  to  get  to  know  the  campus  and  its 
students. 

As  a  special  feature,  Kris  Kristofferson 
and  Rita  CooTidge  will  be  on  the  campus 
to  entertain  in  a  free  concert  for  every 
CSCC  pioneer  attending  the  two-day 
conference. 

Reservations  may  be  made  by  calling 
the  campus  (318)  869-5156;  or  by  writing 
to  Centenary  College  CSCC  PIONEER  II, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104.  Be  sure  to  include 
the  following  information;  name,  school 
presently  attending,  address,  parents’ 
names,  and  telephone  number. 

This  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to  see 
what  the  Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers  really  is  and  the  important  role 
it  is  playing. 


Conference  on  living  in  the  now 
to  feature  outstanding  leadership 


The  “Conference  on  Living  In  The 
Now”  is  less  than  two  weeks  away,  and  a 
large  attendance  is  indicated.  The  Rev. 
Carey  Martin,  chairman  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship,  has 
provided  this  newspaper  with  a  copy  of 
the  program,  which  promises  to  be  both 
informative  and  inspiring.  The  dates  are 
April  24-27  at  First  UMC  Church,  New 
Orleans. 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  Resident 
Bishop  of  the  Charlotte,  N.  C.  Area,  is  the 
featured  speaker,  and  he  will  deliver  an 
address  at  the  opening  meeting  on  April 
24,  Thursday  evening,  entitled  “Gen¬ 
tlemen,  the  King!”  Following  the  ad¬ 
dress,  a  dialogue  with  Bishop  Hunt  will 
take  place.  Special  music  for  the  opening 
session  will  be  furnished  by  Pat  Ritchie, 
Roberta  Hall  and  James  Bass. 

Bishop  Hunt  will  again  address  the 
Evangelistic  Rally  on  Friday,  April  25, 
using  as  his  subject  “The  Holy  Guest.” 
His  third  appearance  will  be  on  Satur¬ 
day,  April  26,  when  he  will  deliver  a 
sermon  at  8:30  P.M.,  entitled  “The 
Divine  Imperative.” 

The  array  of  leaders  and  speakers  is 


impressive.  Dr.  David  A.  Seamands, 
pastor  of  First  UM  Church,  Wilmore, 
Ky.,  will  speak  on  “Healing  of  the 
Emotions”  and  “The  Christian  Family 
Now.” 

The  Rev.  Rueben  P.  Job,  Associate 
General  Secretary,  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  will  have  as 
his  subject  “Evangelism  Now.”  Dr. 
Melvin  G.  Talbert,  General  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  will  discuss 
“Discipleship  Now.” 

The  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam,  Director  of 
Prayer  Fellowship,  of  the  “Upper 
Room”  in  Nashville,  will  speak  on  “Jesus 
Is  Coming  Now,”  and  will  also  lead  a 
prayer  workshop. 

Dr.  Roberto  Escamilla,  Assistant 
General  Secretary,  of  the  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship, 
will  bring  the  final  message  of  the  con¬ 
ference  on  Sunday,  April  27,  when  his 
topic  will  be  “A  Total  Gospel  for  the  Total 
Person  in  the  Total  World  Now." 

Others  who  will  be  featured,  include: 
the  Reverends  Worth  Gibson,  pastor  of 


First  UM  Church,  Jonesboro,  Ark.;  G. 
Weldon  Gatlin,  Hendersonville,  Tenn.; 
Dr.  Edmund  W.  Robb,  pastor,  St.  Luke’s 
UM,  Lubbock,  Texas. 

Also,  Dr.  LeRoy  Sewell,  President, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Council  on 
Ministries,  Oklahoma  City;  Dr.  George 
W.  Ross,  pastor  of  First  UM  Church,  New 
Orleans. 

The  Rev.  James  D.  Bass,  Jr.,  Director 
of  Youth  Ministry  of  the  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship, 
will  lead  a  Bible  study  on  both  Friday  and 
Saturday  mornings  of  the  meeting. 

Two  featured  musicians  are  Mrs.  Pat 
Ritchie,  Ministry  of  Music,  Arlington, 
Tex.,  and  Miss  Robert  Hall,  Ministry  of 
Music  also  of  Arlington. 

Also  helping  to  lead  the  conference  and 
playing  prominent  roles  are  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  and  the  Reverends  Carey  M. 
Martin,  Conference  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  and  Jimmie  D. 
Pyles,  Louisiana  Conference  Secretary 
of  Evangelism. 


Blackwater  Church  receives  36  on  Palm  Sunday 


Blackwater  Church,  Baker,  received  36  persons  into 
membership  on  Palm  Sunday.  Shown  here  are  the  two  Con¬ 


firmation  classes  which  were  received.  William  C.  Blakely  is 
pastor. 


Around  Our  Conference 


New  Orleans  District  Conference  will 
be  held  at  the  Elysian  Fields  UM  Church, 
Sunday  April  20,  according  to  Superin¬ 
tendent  Dr.  Alfred  Norris.  Among  items 
on  the  agenda  is  election  of  at  least  19  lay 
delegates  to  Annual  Conference  to 
correspond  with  the  number  of 
ministerial  delegates  in  the  district  who 
represent  the  retired  and  special  ap¬ 
pointments  .  .  .  Also  coming  up  in  the 
New  Orleans  District,  a  Vacation  Church 
School  Workshop,  to  be  held  at  Rayne 
Memorial  UM  Church.  Literature  and 
teaching  techniques  will  be  explored  with 
teachers  of  children,  Kindergarten  - 
Sixth.  This  event,  sponsored  by  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries,  is 
scheduled  for  April  12. 


Shreveport  District  has  announced 
some  upcoming  events  of  note.  A 
Business  Seminar  is  on  the  calendar  for 
April  15.  This  seminar  will  deal  with 
evangelism,  finance,  property  and  in¬ 
surance.  The  Rev.  James  Poole  is 
registrar.  At  First  UM  Church, 
Shreveport  on  April  28-30,  a  Church 
Music  Seminar  is  being  held.  This 
meeting  is  for  all  music  directors  and 
choir  members,  and  will  deal  with  both 
adult  and  children’s  choirs. 

Another  meeting  of  interest  for  both 
Shreveport  and  Ruston  districts  was  the 
Lay  Retreat  which 
was  held  on  April  4 
at  Caney  Lake 
Camp.  Chairman  of 
this  successful 
event  was  H.H. 

Smith  of  First  UM 
Church,  Bossier 
City. 

Many  gala  events 
within  the  churches 
have  been  taking 
place  during  the 
last  month,  and 
among  them  was  a 
St.  Patrick’s  Day 
Banquet  held  at  the 
Newellton  Union 
Church  for  young  couples  and  singles. 
This  festive  evening  was  planned  and 
served  by  the  Activities  Committee. 
Entertainment  was  provided  by  William 
Abernathy,  Band  Director  or  the  Newell¬ 
ton  High  School,  accompanied  by  Janie 
Bounds.  Pastor  of  the  Newellton  church 
is  Bob  Burgess. 


L.L.  Haynes  participates 
in  Houston  Academv 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes, 
left  foreground, 
pastor  of  Wesley 
UM  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  a  par¬ 
ticipant  in  an  Acad¬ 
emy  for  the 
Houston-Southwest 
District  (Texas). 

Doctor  Haynes  con¬ 
ducted  a  course  on 
“ How  We  Are 
United."  an  exami¬ 
nation  of  United 
Methodist  heritage 
tradition  with  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  Black 
Church  and  the 
Evangelical  United 
Brethren.  He  is 

shown  here  with  «ome  of  the  other  participants,  including  Dr.  Howard  Grimes 
of  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 


Gonzales  UM  Church  indicates  that  the 
United  Methodist  Men’s  group  continues 
to  be  one  of  the  strongest  organizations  in 
that  church.  The  current  year’s  officers 
have  been  announced:  Toney  Arrington, 
president;  Richard  Beall,  vice- 
president;  Eddie  Badaux,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

Dr.  Le  Roy  Howe  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  is  scheduled  to  be  at  First  UM 
Church,  DeRidder  May  12-13  to  conduct  a 
prayer  workshop.  The  participants  will 
be  studying  and  using  Doctor  Howe’s 
book,  “Prayer  In  A  Secular  World.” 


Baton  Rouge  District  is  sponsoring  a 
Mission  Tour  this  Friday,  April  11. 
Leaving  from  First  UM  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  the  group  will  be  visiting  the 
Public  Health  Service  Hospital  in  Car- 
ville;  Correctional  Institute  for  Women, 
St.  Gabriel;  Hughes  Community  Center, 
Eden  Park  (Baton  Rouge);  and  the 
Mental  Health  Association. 


Morningside  UM  Church,  Shreveport, 
is  holding  a  Renewal  Mission  Revival 
beginning  this  Sunday,  April  13  through 
Wednesday,  April  16.  Guest  preacher  for 
this  revival  is  the  Rev.  Andy  Foreman, 
our  Conference  evangelist.  In  addition 


Andv  Foreman 

cottage  prayer  meetings,  congregational 
singing,  and  special  emphasis  evenings 
are  planned. 

United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Shreveport  District  are  planning  a 
retreat  on  Saturday,  April  26  at  Merritt 
Mountain,  Toledo  Bend,  Many. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Tommy  R.  Bergeron  of 
Elysian  Fields  Church  and  the  Rev. 
Andy  Foreman  were  featured  in  a 
travelogue  presentation  recently  at 
Mount  Zion  UM  Church,  New  Orleans, 
showing  their  visit  to  Jerusalem.  Pastor 
of  the  Mount  Zion  church  is  the  Rev. 
Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr.  Mrs.  Lucille  M. 
Hunter  and  Mrs.  Wilma  M.  Thompson  of 
Mount  Zion,  who  also  attended  the  World 
Conference  on  Evangelism  in  Jerusalem, 
served  as  co-hosts  for  the  presentation. 
•••••• 

Newman  UM  Church,  the  Rev.  N.  P. 
Perry  pastor  observed  five  Lenten 
worship  services.  Dr.  O.  V.  Cooper, 
chairman  of  the  Work  Area  on 
Evangelism,  coordinated  the  ob¬ 
servances.  Among  lay  speakers  par¬ 
ticipating  were:  Mrs.  Edith  Glasper; 
Mrs.  Vermont  Burris;  Mrs.  Perdval 
Bell;  and  Attorney  J.  E.  Hines,  Jr.  The 
sanctuary  choir  and  the  Newmannaires 
also  provided  musical  support. 


April  20  has  been  designated  as  a  BIG 
DAY  for  the  Lake  Charles  District,  at 
Warren  UM  Church.  Planners  of  the 
event  have  promised  that  it  will  be 
business  “not  as  usual,”  since  special 
presentations  will  be  made  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  including  skits,  songs,  and 
fellowship. 


Special  page 
on  Camping 

This  week  the  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST  is  carrying 
a  special  page  on  Camping  in  our 
conference. 

All  interested  persons  are  ad¬ 
vised  to  register  early  for  the  camp 
of  their  choice.  Indications  are  that 
camping  will  be  the  thing  to  do  this 
summer  of  1975! 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Question  Box  survey  results 


APRIL  11. 1875 


A  time  for  perspective  TM/UMR  readers  say  ‘no’ to  homosexuality 

u>ant  teoalrc  mo  hove  AovntoH  Phricfian  dncnal  Vine  tft  nffor  if  wnnlH  ho  .  .  ...  ^  _  _  _ 


During  recent  weeks,  we  have  devoted 
an  unprecedented  amount  of  space  to  an 
issue  which  many  feel  will  be  the  most 
explosive  to  come  before  United 
Methodism's  1976  General  Conference: 
our  church's  position  regarding 
homosexuality. 

Through  various  articles,  editorials 
and  letters  to  the  editor,  we  have  sought 
to  provide  a  forum  in  which  this  issue 
might  be  confronted  and  debated  long 
before  delegates  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference's  assemble  in  Portland.  Our 
"Question  Box”  survey  (see  results 
elsewhere  on  this  page)  has  provided  an 
opportunity  in  which  all  readers  who 
desired  to  do  so  could  express  their 
views.  The  record  number  of  responses 
provides  an  indication  of  how  volatile  this 
issue  really  is;  we  believe  the  space 
given  to  the  discussion  to  be  fully 
justified. 

Now  that  a  broad  range  of  views  and 
feelings  have  been  expressed  and  this 
discussion  comes  to  a  close,  we  believe  it 
is  urgently  important  that  we  place  it  in 
perspective.  Such  a  perspective  should 
minimally  involve  the  recognition  of 
three  facts. 

(1)  Human  sexuality  in  general  and 
homosexuality  in  particular  are  im¬ 
portant  issues,  but  they  are  not  the  most 
important  issues  facing  our  church.  In  a 
world  where  two-thirds  of  all  people  go  to 
bed  hungry  .  .  .  where  wars  and  threats 
of  war  erupt  .  .  .  where  millions  of 
people  —  in  America  and  elsewhere  — 
are  groping  for  the  type  of  ultimate 
meaning  and  purpose  which  the 


Christian  gospel  has  to  offer,  it  would  be 
an  unthinkable  tragedy  if  our  church’s 
stance  on  this  one  issue  should  become  a 
primary  focal  point  for  the  1976  General 
Conference. 

(2)  Given  the  statements  of  a 
number  of  church  leaders  on  this  subject 
—  including  our  Council  of  Bishops  —  and 
the  type  of  outlook  indicated  by  reader 
responses,  we  believe  it  is  inconceivable 
that  the  1976  General  Conference  will 
substantially  alter  our  church’s  present 
stance. 

At  this  point,  a  more  likely  danger  is 
“overkill”  by  those  who  regard  the 
homosexual  issue  as  a  serious  threat  to 
our  church.  Our  concern  to  protect  the 
integrity  of  the  Christian  gospel  as  we 
understand  it  must  never  be  allowed  to 
outweigh  a  sense  of  compassionate 
concern  for  and  ministry  to  every  person, 
no  matter  what  his  condition  or  station  in 
life.  Witch  hunts  are  not  in  order.  When 
judgment  is  tempered  by  love  and 
Christlike  grace,  the  Christian  gospel  is 
not  watered  down  or  compromised,  but 
affirmed. 

(3)  What  the  General  Conference  says 
and  does  are  important  for  United 
Methodist  Christians.  But  the  General 
Conference  isn’t  God.  May  we  never 
forget  that  our  faithfulness  to  the  gospel 
—  both  individually  and  as  a  church  —  is 
determined  much  more  by  what  happens 
or  doesn’t  happen  in  our  local  churches 
and  our  everyday  lives  than  through 
anything  the  General  Conference  says  or 
does. 


A  welcome  break  with  tradition 


United  Methodist  leaders  and  mem¬ 
bers  in  Minnesota  provided  a  welcome 
break  with  tradition  last  week  when  they 
hosted  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue).  In  the  process,  they  shattered 
several  myths  and  provided  a  significant 
witness  to  the  vitality  and  power  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

It  has  long  been  the  tradition  of  the 
conferences  which  host  the  bishops  to 
provide  an  elaborate  banquet  and 
program  to  which  only  a  few  hundred  lay 
leaders  are  invited.  Such  banquets, 
usually  costing  $10  to  $15  per  plate,  have 
appeared  to  many  to  be  a  poor  reflection 
of  Christian  stewardship  and  to  miss  a* 
significant  opportunity  to  make  a 
Christian  impact  on  the  community 
where  the  meeting  is  held. 

Minnesota  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer,  and 
those  who  assisted  him  in  planning  to 
host  the  bishops,  decided  to  replace  the 
usual  banquet  with  "An  evening  of 
celebration  and  sharing  with  the  Council 
of  Bishops.”  In  the  hope  of  involving  as 
many  United  Methodists  as  would 
respond,  a  large  auditorium  of  the 
University  of  Minnesota  campus  was 
rented  with  the  gifts  of  anonymous 
doners  A  program  was  designed  not  to 
call  attention  to  the  church’s  institutional 
machinery  or  to  the  bishops  themselves, 
but  to  the  Lord  we  all  serve.  It  would  in¬ 
clude  singing  great  hymns  of  the  church, 
hearing  the  personal  witness  of  a  lifelong 
United  Methodist,  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Harry  Blackmun,  and  taking  an  offering 
for  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Reliefs  World  Hunger  Appeal. 

The  unanswered  question  was:  Will 
United  Methodists  in  1975  take  the  time 
and  make  the  necessary  effort  to  attend 
such  a  mass  rally? 

Nearly  5,000  United  Methodists,  who 
braved  sub-freezing  temperatures  to 
attend,  provided  a  resounding  “Yes"  to 
that  question.  And  gifts  of  more  than 
$70,000  to  confront  World  Hunger  spoke 
just  as  decisively.  The  event  received 
coverage  in  the  public  press,  on 
television,  and  the  wire  services.  People 
in  the  Twin  Cities  were  made  aware  that 
the  Council  of  Bishops  were  in  town,  and 
that  they  stand  for  something. 

More  important  than  the  public  impact 
is  the  sense  of  renewed  confidence  that 
such  an  event  instills  among  our  mem¬ 
bers.  Mass  rallies  fall  far  short  of 
meeting  all  the  needs  of  the  church  and 
the  world,  but  neither  should  they  be 
regarded  as  the  exclusive  domain  of 
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independent  evangelists  or  charismatic 
groups.  When  members  of  our 
denomination  are  provided  with  a 
challenge  and  opportunity  to  bear  wit¬ 
ness  to  their  faith  in  a  significant  way, 
they  will  respond  willingly  and  in  large 
numbers. 

We  hope  that  the  model  offered  by 
Minnesota  United  Methodists  will  set  a 
pattern  which  other  areas  hosting  the 
Council  of  Bishops  will  follow.  And  we 
hope  that  other  general  boards  and 
agencies  of  our  church  will  likewise 
consider  the  possibility  of  devoting  an 
evening  during  their  meetings  to  bear 
witness  to  the  Christian  faith  in  the  cities 
where  they  meet. 


Reprints  available 
in  booklet  form 

At  the  request  of  many  readers, 
we  have  reprinted  the  series  of  four 
articles  on  "Homosexuality  and  the 
Church”  by  Harvey  N.  Chinn  and  the 
interpretive  analysis  “Human 
Sexuality  and  the  Christian  Faith” 
by  Spyrgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  in 
booklet  form. 

The  16-page  booklets  are  available 
at  the  following  rates:  $1.00  for  two 
sets;  $5.00  for  15  sets;  $6.25  for  25 
sets;  and  $20.00  for  100  sets.  Orders 
should  be  sent  to:  Reprints, 
TM/  UMR.  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75221. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
TM/  UMR  readers  responded  in 
record  numbers  to  the  recent  "Question 
Box”  survey  on  homosexuality  as  it  has 
been  raised  for  consideration  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  And  for  the 
first  time,  there  was  near  unanimity  of 
opinion  among  those  responding  (see  The 
Box  Score,  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Of  more  than  8,600  responses— more 
than  double  the  number  received  on  any 
previous  survey  —  95%  expressed  the 
view  that  self-avowed  homosexuals 
should  not  be  eligible  for  ordination  to  the 
church’s  ministry.  More  than  94%  ex¬ 
pressed  the  view  that  our  church  should 
not  adopt  a  position  which  affirms  a 
homosexual  lifestyle. 

A  large  majority  of  those  responding, 
82%,  believe  that  sex  should  be  regarded 
as  a  gift  from  God  whose  primary  pur¬ 
poses  include  both  procreation  and 
human  fulfillment.  Many  qualified  their 
answer  to  this  question  on  the  survey  to 
read  “between  two  persons  of  the  op¬ 
posite  sex.”  Many  others  pointed  out, 
appropriately,  that  human  fulfillment 
should  include,  but  not  be  understood  as 
limited  to,  pleasure. 

A  similarly  large  majority,  78%, 
believe  that  homosexuals  should  be 
accepted  as  persons  in  need  of  God’s 
grace  and  the  church’s  ministry,  but  that 
their  lifestyle  should  not  be  considered 
•acceptable  for  Christians. 

The  responses  were  broken  down  first 
into  geographical  areas,  and  additionally 
into  “laity"  and  “ministers”  for  tab¬ 
ulation. 

In  no  area  of  our  readership  did  the 
total  percentage  response  from  the  laity 
vary  more  than  2  percentage  points  from 
the  national  norm  on  the  question 
relating  to  ordination.  Many  readers 
expressed  dismay  that  such  an  issue 
should  even  be  considered  in  a  church 
paper  and/  or  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

As  is  normally  the  case,  responses 
from  the  clergy  varied  significantly  from 
those  of  the  laity  —  but  only  by  a  matter 
of  degree.  Of  the  ministers  who 
responded,  86%  oppose  the  ordination  of 
self-avowed  homosexuals,  and  85% 
believe  the  church  should  not  affirm  a 
homosexual  lifestyle.  These  percentages 
dropped  down  as  low  as  75%  among  the 
Missouri  ministers  who  responded,  77% 
in  California,  Nevada,  Arizona  and 
Hawaii,  and  78%  in  Maryland  and 
Delaware. 

The  only  question  which  resulted  in  a 
significant  division  of  opinion  concerned 
maintaining  the  church’s  present 
position  or  replacing  it  with  a  position 
which  states  disapproval  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  in  stronger  terms.  Forty-seven 
percent  of  those  responding  believe 
the  present  position  should  be  main¬ 
tained.  That  position  affirms  the  per- 
sonhood  of  homosexuals,  that  their 
human  and  civil  rights  should  be  en¬ 
sured,  and  that  the  practice,  of 
homosexuality  is  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.  Forty -seven  and 
four-tenths  percent  of  those  responding 
would  prefer  the  church  to  express 
stronger  disapproval. 

Many  of  those  responding  indicated 
that  this  issue  was  being  discussed  in 


church  school  classes,  UMW  groups, 
youth  groups  and  from  the  pulpit.  More 
than  1500  of  the  responses  to  our  survey 
came  from  such  groups  who  duplicated 
the  survey  and  submitted  responses  in 
masse.  These  were  tabulated  separately 
but,  taken  together,  they  closely  ap¬ 
proximated  the  percentages  of  the 
responses  from  individuals. 

The  Bible  is  our  authority 

For  the  vast  majority  of  those 
responding,  the  issue  revolves  around  the 
question  “Do  we  or  do  we  not  accept  the 
Bible  as  our  primary  authority?”  The 
following  representative  comments  from 
readers  speak  for  themselves: 

•  An  Independence,  Ks.  laywoman: 
"The  church  and  its  beliefs  must  be 
based  on  the  Scriptures  and  must  be 
founded  in  what  God  says,  not  what  man 
today  says.” 

•  A  Memphis,  Tenn.  layman:  "We  are 
told  plainly  in  the  Bible  this  is  a  sinful 
way  of  life;  do  we  accept  the  Bible  or 
don’t  we?” 

•  A  Damascus,  Md.  layman: 
"Questions  about  homosexuals  being 
ministers  would  not  need  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  if  we  were  grounded  in  the  Word. 
It  seems  ‘every  man  is  doing  that  which 
is  right  in  his  own  eyes.’  (Judges  21:25).” 

•  A  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  layman:  “I  am 
an  old-fashioned  Methodist  who  still 
believes  that  the  leaders  of  our  church 
should  search  the  Scriptures  and  pray  for 
guidance  from  the  Holy  Spirit  when  faced 
with  such  difficult  issues  as  this.  Poll¬ 
taking  such  as  the  ‘Question  Box’  does 
not  relieve  our  leaders  of  tins  respon¬ 
sibility.  When  the  church  fails  to  follow 
the  Scriptures  it  heads  for  trouble.” 

•  A  Southern  California  minister:  “We 
certainly  must  not  abuse  homosexuals  or 
any  other  group,  no  matter  what  their 
lifestyle.  Yet,  church  membership  vows 
include  taking  the  Bible  as  our  guide  for 
faith  and  practice  and  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior.” 

Don’t  lower  our  standards 
Closely  related  to  the  theme  of  biblical 
authority  was  the  theme  of  standards  of 
conduct  for  Christians,  as  indicated  by 
the  following  representative  comments: 

•  A  Mineola,  Tex.  laywoman:  “It  is  my 
belief  that  John  Wesley  would  absolutely 
turn  over  in  his  grave  if  he  could  see  the 
present  discussion  about  affirming 
homosexual  behavior  in  our  church  and 
in  society.” 

•  A  Pittsfield,  Pa.  layman:  “Man  can 
change  his  mind,  his  laws,  and  his 
practices,  but  this  does  not  change  God 
or  His  attitude  toward  sin.” 

•  A  Houston,  Tx.  laywoman:  “If 
homosexuality  is  accepted  by  Christians, 
then  what  is  to  keep  us  from  also  af¬ 
firming  alcoholism,  murder,  gambling, 
prostitution,  etc.  The  principle  is  the 
same.”  ** 

•  A  Minnesota  layman :  “The  very  fact 
that  such  as  this  is  being  discussed  shows 
how  little  we  know  as  a  church  about  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  the  new  man  in  Christ.” 

•  A  Brownsville,  Tx.  layman:  “Why 
not  carry  this  discussion  to  its  logical 
conclusion  and  declare  ‘It  is  the  policy  of 
the  UMC  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
sin,  and  those  who  teach  that  sin  exists 
are  simply  not  in  touch  with  modem  life.’ 
Unless  the  UMC  takes  a  firm  stand 
against  sin  of  all  types,  it  is  doomed  as  a 
body  that  can  call  itself  Christian.” 

•  An  Anderson ville,  Tenn.  layman:  “I 
shudder  to  think  of  the  wishy-washy 
future  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  the 
spiritual  training  of  my  grandchildren  if 
we  make  it  so  easy  for  sin  to  be  ac¬ 
ceptable.” 

•  A  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  layman:  “The 
greatest  strength  in  a  future  for  America 
still  lies  in  the  Christian  family  — 
parents  who  love  each  other  and  their 
children.  Please  don’t  accept  any  sordid 
substitutes.” 

Many  would  leave  the  church 
Scores  of  those  who  responded  to  our 
survey  indicated  —  some  with  anger  and 
others  with, grief  —  that  they  would  not 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Who  should  go  to  General  Conference? 


To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  helpful  editorial  in  the 
March  2  issue  on  how  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  will  be  chosen. 

For  me,  the  next  step  is  to  move  toward 
the  who.  Not  ‘who’  in  terms  of  specific 
names  and  faces,  but  rather  who  should 
represent  the  conferences,  given  the 
diversity  and  pluralism  that  is  our  United 
Methodist  Church.  Several  criteria  come 
to  mind  that  I’d  like  to  share. 

A  fully  representative  delegation  needs 
to  reflect  the  age  span,  the  sex 
distribution  and  the  racial  make-up  of  the 
conference.  I  see  these  as  the  ‘biological 
givens'  of  our  church.  A  legalistic 
definition  of  these  factors  will  not  be 
necessary  if  we  can  face  up  to  the 
reality  of  the  variety  of  our  membership, 
and  commit  ourselves  to  assuring  all  of 
adequate  representation. 

A  second  criteria  emerges  for  me,  out 
of  an  appreciation  of  our  pluralism  of 
styles,  roles,  heritage  and  geography. 
Among  both  clergy  and  laity,  differing 
leadership  styles  will  contribute  to  an 
effective,  working  delegation,  as  well  as 
to  a  productive  GC.  Some  operate  best  in 
committees,  while  others  feel  quite  at 
home  behind  the  floor  mike.  Each  is 
needed.  Roles,  especially  among  the 
clergy,  differ  and  need  to  be  considered. 
Chaplains,  pastors,  staff  and  superin¬ 
tendents  each  have  a  special  perspective 
and  thus,  a  special  contribution  to  make. 
Heritage  affirms  the  confluence  of  our 
EUB  and  Methodist  traditions. 
Geography  differs  from  conference  to 
conference,  but  needs  to  be  regarded  in 
view  of  our  rural  traditions  and  our 
emerging  urban  presence. 

Finally,  as  you  suggest  in  your  article, 
competency  in  dealing  with  the  issues, 


both  from  a  theological  and  a  political 
perspective,  needs  to  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

I  believe  people  are  our  greatest 
resource  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Let’s  decide  now  to  get  the  best  possible 
representation  of  our  folk  together  in 
Portland  next  year. 

L.  Carroll  Yingling 

Randallstown,  Maryland 

Heterosexuality  has 
also  been  outrageous 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  printing  John  Moore’s 
article,  “How  my  mind  is  changing” 
(TM/  UMR,  March  28)  which  speaks  to 
the  Gospel  and  human  sexuality.  His  is  a 
compassionate  and  sensible  article.  For 
too  long  we  have  confused  homosexuality 
with  deviant  and  sinful  sexuality. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus,  I  believe,  asks  us 
all  to  be  caring  and  loving  in  all  of  the 
relationships  we  have,  homo-and 
heterosexual.  That  would  cause  us  to 
raise  many  questions  about  most  of  our 
hetero-sexual  relationships  —  too  many 
of  which  have  for  too  long  been  demonic 
and  destructive  of  persons,  but  accepted 
as  all  right,  or  at  least  as  unworthy  of 
outrage.  Yet,  outrageous  is  what  much  of 
that  heterosexuality  has  been! 

Further,  there  has  been  great  con¬ 
fusion  of  sexuality  with  genitality  or 
intercourse.  It  is  time  we  begin  to  see  all 
of  our  living  as  on  a  continuim  of 
sexuality,  from  slightly  personal  to 
deeply  and  intimately  and  genitally 
involved,  from  homosexual  to 
heterosexual.  And  it  is  time  for  us  to  see 
this  whole  spectrum  of  human  relating 
and  behaving  as  under  the  judgement 


The  Box  Score 

Results  of  responses  to  the  Question  Box  survey  appearing  In  tne 
March  14  editions  of  TM  /  UMR.  Total  number  of  responses  8.610 
The  United  Methodist  Church's  stance  regarding  human  sexuality  is  presently 
the  subject  of  much  discussion  across  the  church.  One  aspect  of  this  subject  — 
approval  or  disapproval  of  homosexuality  —  appears  certain  to  be  an  explosive 
issue  at  the  1976  General  Conference.  Readers  were  offered  the  opportunity  to 
register  their  views  on  the  issue  by  answering  the  following  questions. 

1.  What  understanding  of  human  sexuality  do  you  believe  the  church  should 
advocate  in  light  of  Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and  experience? 

a.  6%  I  object  to  any  discussion  of  sex  within  the  church. 

b.  10%  Sex  is  a  gift  of  God  to  humanity,  whose  primary  purpose  is 
procreation. 

c.  82%  Sex  is  a  gift  of  God  to  humanity,  whose  primary  purposes  include 
both  procreation  and  the  human  fulfillment  (pleasure)  of  two  persons  bound 
together  by  an  abiding  commitment. 

d.  2%  Sex  is  a  gift  of  God  to  humanity,  whose  primary  purpose  is  human 

fulfillment  (pleasure) ;  any  form  of  sexual  behavior  is  good  so  long  as  it  involves 
consenting  adults.  .  ... 

2.  On  the  issue  of  homosexuality,  the  UMC’s  present  position  includes  this 
statement:  “We  insist  that  all  persons  are  entitled  to  have  their  human  and  civil 
rights  ensured,  though  we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality,  and 
consider  this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.”  Do  you  favor: 

a.  47%  Maintaining  the  present  position. 

b.  4.5%  Replacing  this  stance  with  one  which  regards  homosexuality  as  an 
acceptable  lifestyle. 

c.  47.4%  Replacing  this  stance  with  one  which  expresses  the  church  s  disap¬ 
proval  of  a  homosexual  lifestyle  in  stronger  terms. 

d.  l.l%  Uncertain 

3.  Do  you  believe  that  self-avowed  homosexuals  should  be  eligible  for  or¬ 
dination  as  ministers  within  the  United  Methodist  Church? 

a.  3.5%  Yes 

b.  95%  No 

c.  1.5%  Uncertain 

4.  What  do  you  think  the  church’s  attitude  toward  practicing  homosexuals 
should  be? 

a.  5%  Their  lifestyle  should  be  affirmed  as  different  from  but  no  better  or 
worse  than  a  heterosexual  lifestyle. 

b.  16%  They  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  church’s  fellowship 
unless  they  repent  and  agree  to  change  their  lifestyle. 

c.  78%  They  should  be  accepted  as  persons  in  need  of  God’s  grace  and  the 
church’s  ministry,  but  their  lifestyle  should  not  be  regarded  as  acceptable  for 
Christians. 

d.  1%  Uncertain 

Respondents:  34%  Laymen  57%  Laywomen  9%  Ministers 
Age  group:  18  or  under  19-35  36-50  51-64  65  or  over 

3%  16%  29%  28%  24% 


that  God’s  love  brings  to  us  all. 

Steven  G.  Smith 
Sonoma,  California 
One  would  have  to  go 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  read  John  V.  Moore’s  article  on 
homosexuality  ( TM/UMR,  March  28),  I 
am  glad  of  one  thing:  that  he  is  not  my 
District  Superintendent.  One  of  us  would 
have  to  go^  ^  Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 

Thurmont,  Maryland 
I  am  not  pessimistic 
about  our  church 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  recent  articles  and 
letters  about  possible  ordination  of 
homosexual  persons.  I  am  now  better 
informed. 

But  I  am  disturbed  by  John  S. 
Gatewood’s  letter  ("Two  vital  questions 
posed  about  ‘gay’  ordination*’)  in  the 
March  28  issue.  Not  that  I  completely 
dismiss  his  concern;  it  is  no  doubt  real, 
and  I  may  even  share  it.  What  does 
bother  me  is  his  deep  pessimism.  Or  do  I 
detect  in  his  letter  an  unstated  desire  on 
his  part  “that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  would  not  be  able  to  recover”? 

No,  I  am  not  that  pessimistic.  Let  the 
1976  General  Conference  reaffirm  the 
1972  statement  on  the  homosexual 
question.  Then  we  can  turn  to  more 
important  issues,  such  as  those  singled 
out  by  GCOM  —  world  hunger,  and  our 
UM  ethnic  minorities.  These,  it  seems  to 
me,  are  part  of  a  still  larger  issue  —  how 
to  be  responsible  churchmen  and  women. 
This  issue  is  tough  enough  for  a  whole 
Quadrennial  Emphasis. 

Theodore  L.  Agnew 
Stillwater,  Oklahoma 


remain  in  a  church  which  took  an  af¬ 
firmative  position  toward  homosexual¬ 
ity.  Following  are  representative  com¬ 
ments  from  them: 

•  A  Paducah,  Ky.  laywoman:  “I  love 
the  Methodist  Church  and  all  it  stands 
for,  but  if  this  is  ever  approved,  I  will 
join  another  denomination.” 

•  A  Western  Pennsylvania  laywoman: 
“As  a  sixth  generation  Methodist  a  UMW 
local  president  and  a  lay  member  of 
annual  conference,  I  have  determined 
that  I  will  leave  the  UMC  if  such  action 
should  be  taken  by  our  General  Con¬ 
ference.” 

•  An  Alexandria,  Louisiana  layman: 
“My  10%  stops  when  or  if  this  ever  comes 
to  pass.” 

•  A  Florida  laywoman:  “I  don’t  feel  it 
will  ever  go  this  far,  but  if  it  should  so 
happen,  I  will  leave  the  Methodist 
Church  and  seek  another.” 

•  A  Yuba  City,  Cal.  layman:  “Jesus 
was  always  kind  to  sinners,  but  ad¬ 
monished  them  to  go  and  sin  no  more.  I 
am  a  Christian  first  and  a  Methodist 
second.  The  day  our  church  approves  the 
ordination  of  homosexuals  is  the  day  1 
leave  Methodism.” 

•  A  Memphis  Conference  minister:  “If 
we  should  approve  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals,  I’m  not  sure  I  could  in  good 
conscience  remain  in  the  United 
Methodist  ministry.” 

•  One  reader,  from  Dallas,  Tx.,  who 
believes  the  church  should  affirm 
homosexuality,  made  a  similar  assertion 
on  the  other  side.  "If  the  Methodist 
Church  adopts  a  stand  reflecting  the 
attitude  of  Mr.  Chinn’s  articles,  I  will 
leave  the  church.  Goodness  knows  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  hurt  your  image.” 
Who  determines  acceptability? 

Persons  responding  to  the  survey  who 
believe  the  church  should  affirm 
homosexuality  as  an  acceptable  lifestyle 
for  Christians  offered  a  variety  of 
reasons  for  their  views.  Following  is  a 
representative  sampling  of  their  com¬ 
ments^  __  _ 

•  A  San  Francisco  layman :  ‘  ‘There  is  a 
wide  variety  of  homosexual  lifestyles. 
The  church  needs  only  to  accept  those 
which  parallel  acceptable  heterosexual 
lifestyles,  i.e.  a  faithful  relationship 
between  two  persons.” 

•  A  Denver,  Colo,  laywoman:  “Who 
are  we  to  judge  the  conduct  of  others?” 

•  A  Savannah,  Mo.  laywoman:  If  you 
start  drawing  lines  about  who  could  be  an 
acceptable  minister,  everyone  could 
eventually  be  excluded.” 


•  A  Mill  Valley,  Calif,  laywoman:  "I 
had  not  been  aware  that  the  Methodist 
‘Discipline’  was  so  narrow  on  the  subject 
of  homosexuality.  Thank  God  we  don’t 
still  treat  lepers  by  biblical  in¬ 
structions.” 

•  A  Northern  Illinois  minister:  ‘The 
psychiatric  community  has  finally  given 
up  its  mythology  of  ‘homosexuality 
equals  sickness.’  It’s  time  the  church 
gave  up  the  equation  ‘homosexuality 
equals  sin’.” 

•  A  Washington,  D.C.  minister:  ‘The 
articles  by  Harvey  Chinn  are  a  shame  to 
Christianity,  biblical  scholarship  and  the 
ministry  of  love  as  exemplified  by  Jesus 
(not  Paul).” 

•  An  East  Texas  laywoman:  “I  believe 
we  are  all  in  need  of  God’s  grace  and  the 
church’s  ministry,  and  that  there  are 
many  lifestyles  equally  as  ‘unacceptable' 
as  thisu  I’m  glad  God  has  the  final 
judgment  for  us  all!” 

TM/UMR  given  varied  marks 
As  is  usually  the  case,  respondents 
varied  widely  in  their  assessments  of 
TM/  UMR’s  treatment  of  this  issue. 
Among  their  comments  were : 

•  A  Fort  Worth  layman:  “Thank  you 
for  a  newspaper  which  deals  with  such 
controversial  issues.  You  help  us  lay 
people  sort  out  what  we  think,  but  you  do 
not  require  you  to  support  your  position. 
Thank  you  for  crediting  us  with  enough 
intelligence  to  make  our  own  personal 
decisions.” 

•  A  Bronx,  N.Y.  laywoman:  “I  admire 
your  courage  in  dealing  with  the  subject 
of  homosexuality,  but  I  regret  that  your 
reporting  was  so  biased.” 

•  A  Northern  Illinois  laywoman:  “I 
can’t  understand  why  you  would  give  so 
much  space  to  such  a  subject  as  this.” 

•  An  Austin,  Tex.  laywoman:  “I  am  a 
mild-mannered,  compassionate  in¬ 
dividual  but  I  am  sick  of  Hearing  about 
homosexuality.  Please  shut  up!” 

•  A  Blue  Earth,  Minn,  laywoman: 
“Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
press  our  views." 

•  A  Middletown,  Del.  lay  couple: 
“Next  time  you  have  a  Question  Box 
please  provide  two  columns:  one  for  the 
wife  and  one  for  the  husband.  Each 
opinion  is  equally  important.” 

•  A  Santa  Ana,  Calif,  laywoman: 
“Let’s  resolve  this  issue  and  put  it  behind 
us.  Otherwise  we  are  likely  to  slight  other 
issues  of  greater  importance  to  our 
church.” 


/ 'er  (Ju  Bat  pur  life.. . 


ENJOY  LIVING  AT  BEAUTIFUL 

Estero  Woods  Village 

A  REFRESHING  NEW  CONCEPT  FOR  YOUR 
RETIREMENT  IN  A  CHRIST  CENTERED  COMMUNITY 
FOR  AN  AFFORDABLE  HEALTHFUL 
LIFE  OF  RETIREMENT 

As  a  program  of  the  Michigan  Baptist  Foundation, 
Estero  Woods  Village  will  provide  affordable  retire¬ 
ment  (from  little  more  than  $179  per  month  for  two 
persons)  with  countless  features  and  fringe  bene¬ 
fits  . . .  including  scenic  golf  course,  nursing  and 
medical  care  advantages.  It’s  a  brand  new_ retire¬ 
ment  community  emerging  about  13 
miles  south  of  the  Fort  Myers  airport 
on  US  41  in  sunny  Florida. 

Write  tor  FREE  "Packet  of  Facta" 


Estero  Woods  Village 


P.O.  Box  311,  Estero,  Florida  33928  •  Tel.  (813)  992-1141 

A  Ministry  of  Michigan  Baptist  Foundation  wholly  owned  by  American  Baptist  Churches  of  Michigan 
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Prayer  for  those 
| who  suffer  during  war 

:j:  O  Lord  God  Almighty,  who  from  thy  throne 

v  dost  behold  all  the  dwellers  upon  earth:  Look 

:•  down  with  pity  upon  those  on  whom  have  fallen 

:•  the  miseries  of  war.  Have  compassion  on  the 
j*  wounded  and  dying;  comfort  the  brokenhearted; 

assuage  the  madness  of  the  nations ;  make  war  to 
•:  cease;  give  peace  in  our  time.  0  Lord.  We  ask  it 

in  the  name  of  him  who  is  the  Prince  of  Peace, 

$  even  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


The  ravages  of  war 

In  Cambodia  a  father  cradles  his  wounded 

,  dguglijtpr  an'difn  South  Vietnam  £  grandmother 

”  >  I  \  l  ’  i  *  *  i  •  *  •  ' 

wanders  through  the  streets  of  Da  Nang 
carrying  her  grandson  —  victims  of  war’s 
destruction  in  their  countries.  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  sent  $33,000  last  month  to 
South  Vietnam  through  Church  W'orld  Service  as 
an  initial  contribution  to  the  $1  million 
emergency  appeal  fpr  Indo-China  refugees  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 


“The  Book  of  Worship” 
United  Methodist  Church 


Judicial  Council  rules  against 
multiple  superintendents  plan 


By  WINSTON  TAYLOR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

HILTON  HEAD,  S.  C.  -  The  Missis¬ 
sippi  plan  of  multiple  superintendents  in 
a  district  was  struck  down  as  uncon¬ 
stitutional  here  April  5  by  the  United 
Methodist  Judicial  Council. 

The  unanimous  decision  was.haspd 
primarilymn  the  plan’s  violation  oLithe 
church’s  administrative  laws  and  rights, 
rather  than  on  the  more  controversial 
issue  of  racial  discrimination,  which  was 
given  minimal  attention  in  the  actual 
ruling.  The  council  did,  however,  note 
recent  “progress  made  toward  racial 
inclusiveness”  in  Mississippi. 

The  Mississippi  and  North  Mississippi 
Conferences  had  voted  to  merge  with 
their  black  counterparts  effective  in  mid- 
1973,  but  still  retaining  separate  black 
districts.  In  late  1973,  the  merged  con¬ 
ferences  both  adopted  the  new  plan 
which  gave  each  conference  only  two 
districts,  with  four  superintendents  in 


each,  compared  to  the  traditional  system 
of  one  superintendent  per  district. 

The  denomination’s  “supreme  court” 
ruled  the  plan  illegal  on  grounds  that 
"The  Book  of  Discipline”  of  the  church 
“contains  no  provisions  allowing  the 
number  of  district  superintendents  to 
exceed  the  number  of  districts”  and  that 
1  the18pr8fP1s  cofitfaryto  tfr^  structures 
established  by  law  to  “provide  the  basis 
of  a  connectional  church.” 

Mississippi  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes 
emphasized  that  he  would  not  let  the  plan 
be  used  to  circumvent  the  “directives  of 
the  church  regarding  racial  in¬ 
clusiveness,”  such  as  the  constitutional 
prohibition  of  racial  structures.  He  and 
others  stressed  the  plan  as  innovative 
and  forward-looking  in  its  team- 
superintendency  approach. 

Suspicions  were  voiced,  though,  that 
the  intent  was  to  prolong  racial 
segregation.  The  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  (CORR)  investigated 


but  waited  more  than  a  year  after  the 
plan’s  adoption  in  order  to  evaluate 
actual  implementation,  before  bringing 
its  judicial  challenge. 

The  question  came  to  the  Judicial 
Council  in  two  ways  —  a  petititon  from 
CORR  for  a  declaratory  decision  on  the 
'  plan’s  constitutionality,  and  in  a  review 
"‘of  BishojpJStpkes’  ryliqg  j/ihJ973  that  the 
plan  wds 'constitutional. 

The  ruling  also; 

—  Stressed  that  “the  historical  reason 
for  reserving  the  right  to  determine  the 
number  of  districts  to  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  is  to  give  the  annual  conference 
control  over  the  size  and  cost  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration,”  and  therefore  its  vote  on 
the  number  of  districts  also  decides  the 
number  of  superintendents. 

—  Determined  that  the  Mississippi 
plan  failed  in  numerous  ways  to  protect 
the  rights  of  the  annual  conference,  the 
district,  conference  members,  local 
churches  and  other  positions  and 
agencies. 


Serves  same  parish  23  years 


Lea  Joyner  finds  her  niche 


MONROE,  La.  —  She’s  pastor  of  the 
largest  female-clergyed  United 
Methodist  parish  in  the  United  States. 

She  founded  that  church  “from 
scratch”  23  years  ago  and  currently 
conducts  four  worship  services  there 
every  Sunday. 

She  adheres  to  a  rigid  devotional 
schedule,  beginning  each  week  day  with 
prayer  at  6:30  a. m.  On  Sundays  her  day 
begins  at  5:00  a.m. 

The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  though  a 
feminist  by  many  of  today’s  standards, 
chooses  rather  to  focus  on  her  “calling.” 

Her  philosophy?  “Just  give  me  an  open 
field  where  there  are  people.  All  I  ask  is  a 
place  to  serve.” 

Ms.  Joyner’s  “place  to  serve”  is  the 
1700-plus  member  Southside  United 
Methodist  Church  here  —  the  biggest 
congregation  in  the  conference’s  Monroe 
District. 

‘‘My  first  charge  was  part  time,”  she 

Afraid  You’re 
Going  Deaf? 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
1  announced  by  Beltone.  A  non¬ 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  ever  made  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
requesting  it 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model  now.  Wear  it  in  the  privacy 
of  your  own  home  to  see  how  tiny 
hearing  help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to 
keep,  free.  The  actual  aid  weighs 
less  than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and 
;;  it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit.  No 
.  wires  lead  from  body  to  head. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no  cost, 

|  and  certainly  no  obligation.  Thou¬ 
sands  have  already  been  mailed, 
so  write  today  to  Dept. 4435. 
Beltone  Electronics,  4201  W.  Vic¬ 
toria  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.  60646. 


says,  looking  backward  nearly  40  years 
to  her  days  as  a  college  graduate¬ 
turning-minister.  “I  tried  three  times 
before  they  would  ordain  me.  They  gave 
me  a  circuit  with  five  small  rural 
churches,  and  I  had  to  teach  school  to 
earn  my  living.  But  I  did  meet  all  my 
church  commitments  —  and  got  a  ride  to 
work.  Or  just  walked.” 

Lea  Joyner  seems  oblivious  to  the  fact 
that  she  is  someone  “very  special,”  not 
only  in  her  church  but  in  her  community 
as  well.  Southside  Church  —  from  its 
meager  beginnings  a  product  of  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  determination  —  now 
boasts  an  85-person  Administrative 
Board.  The  present  plant,  valued  at  more 
than  $600,000,  includes  a  gymnasium  for 
sports  and  public  activities. 

“It  hasn’t  been  easy  to  be  a  woman 
preacher,”  Ms.  Joyner  admits,  “but, 
then,  it’s  not  easy  to  be  a  preacher.  But 
there’s  never  a  job  too  heavy  for  me  to 
try,  none  too  small." 

Her  District  Superintendent,  Dr. Clyde 
Frazier,  attests  to  this:  "She  has  never 
asked  for  special  consideration  and 
definitely  has  not  tried  to  parlay  her 
feminism  into  privilege.” 

Ms.-  Joyner  quickly  dispelled  any 
qualms  about  a  lady  preacher’s  ability 
(or  inability)  to  identify  with  her  male 
parishioners. 


Eyes  Sparkle  Again 

Float  away  dust,  dirt  and  other  irritants  with 
refreshing  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash.  Offers 
prompt  relief  for  sore,  tired,  burning  eyes. 
Aids  natural  healing.  Ask  for  gentle,  genuine 
LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  neighborhood  drug  store. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


Late  Model  Used 
School  Buses 

36-66  Passenger 
CARR ’S  I mport  Motors 
Phone  (813  )  752-7301 
Plant  City,  Fla.  335M 


Lea  Joyner 

“Early  in  my  ministry,”  she  recalls,  “I 
noted  that  it  was  sometimes  difficult  for 
men  to  talk  to  a  woman  about  personal 
problems,  so  I  tried  to  establish  the  fact 
that  those  counselees  were  not  talking  to 
a  woman,  but  to  a  preacher.” 

Apparently  her  “preacher  image”  idea 
has  reaped  benefits.  One  layman 
remarked  that  Ms.  Joyner’s  excellent 
rapport  with  her  congregation  stems 
from  her  efforts,  not  "to  prove 
something,”  but  to  "give  the  Lord  a 
dedicated  life.” 

A  strong  advocate  of  the  UMC’s 
episcopal  government,  Ms.  Joyner  is  one 
person  who  is  so  anchored  in  her 
Christian  faith  and  in  her  grateful  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  her  “calling”  that  she  has  no 
time  to  worry  about  who  is  “tops  on  the 
totem  pole.” 

For  her,  life  and  work  and  humanity 
are  one  with  the  Supreme  Being.  Perhaps 
that  is  why  she  humbly  and  proudly 
confesses  that  she  closes  each  day  “alone 
with  God1.” 

Story  and &h6to  are  courtesy  of  Thelma 
Brett,  assistant  editor  of  TM-UMR 
Louisiana  edition. 


Bishops  appeal  for  action 


to  current  church ,  social  issues 


Council  speaks 

By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

MINNEAPOLIS  -  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Council  of  Bishops  addressed  a 
variety  of  issues  here  last  week  including 
the  current  situation  in  Indochina,  homo¬ 
sexuality,  and  the  proposed  anti-abortion 
amendment  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution. 
And,  they  urged  the  adoption  of  a 
1976-1980  Quadrennial  Emphasis  on 
evangelism  and  hunger. 

The  bishops’  statement  on  Indochina 
‘'urges  all  governments  concerned  to 
guarantee  freedom  of  movement  for 
uprooted  peoples  in  whatever  direction 
they  want  to  go,”  and  that  refugees  be 
allowed  to  resettle  “in  places  of  their  own 
choosing.”  The  resolution  also  urges  that 
political  prisoners  on  all  sides  be 
released,  thus  "enabling  repressed 
human  resources  to  participate  in  efforts 
toward  reconciliation  and  the  rebuilding 
of  a  broken  society.” 

Saying  that  continued  intervention  will 
only  prolong  the  agony  and  death, 
American  bishops  on  the  Council  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  U.  S.  government  to  cease 
its  military  intervention  in  Southeast 
Asia,  and  urged  that  humanitarian  aid  be 
extended  to  all  needy  persons  there.  “As 
the  United  States  has  assumed  a  major 
role  in  patterns  of  devastation,  it  is  now 
called  upon  to  assume  primary 
responsibility  for  the  renewal  and 
rehabilitation  of  the  region,’’  the 
resolution  Said. 

The  bishops a&O  reaffirmed  their 
support  of  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  statement  on  human  sexuality 
and  stated:  “We  do  not  advocate  or 
support  ordination  of  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals”  (see  full  text  of  the  resolution 
printed  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

In  another  resolution  implicitly  backed 
by  the  church’s  Social  Principles,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  said:  "While 
upholding  the  sanctity  of  human  life  (we) 
stand  opposed  to  any  amendment  to  the 
U.  S.  Constitution  that  would  presume  to 
define  ‘personhood’  of  the  fetus  and  that 
would  outlaw  abortion.  Noting  that 
“sharp  differences”  exist  between  and 
within  various  religious  bodies  on  this 
issue  —  most  notably  between  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  which  vigorously  op¬ 
poses  abortion  and  other  denominations 
—  the  bishops  expressed  hope  that 
“honest  disagreements  will  not  become 
obstacles”  to  continuing  ecumenical 
dialogue  and  relationships." 

In  other  actions,  the  Council  of 
Bishops: 

•  Recommended  a  Quadrennial 
Emphasis  for  the  UMC  from  1976-80 
which  would  combine  Evangelism  and 
Hunger  under  a  general  theme,  with  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  coor¬ 
dinating  the  effort  in  cooperation  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

•  Expressed  concern  residing  an 
upcoming  Supreme  Court  .decision 
relating  to  public  funds  used  to  support 
tuition  at  church-related  colleges.  The 
bishops  asked  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  to 
present  this  concern  to  the  church’s 
membership  and  to  consider  filing  a 
‘friend  of  the  court”  brief  in  the  suit 
which  the  Supreme  Court  will  consider 
this  fall.  The  case  before  the  court  in¬ 
volves  a  former  Methodist  institution, 
Western  Maryland  College  which  was 
denied  state  funds  as  long  as  it  was 
church-affiliated.  "Every  United 
Methodist  College  and  university  will  be 
immediately  affected  by  the  court’s 
decision,”  according  to  the  bishops. 

•  Heard  a  progress  report  from  the 
Study  Commission  on  the  Episcopacy 
and  District  Superintendency  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  consultation  with  the  Commis¬ 
sion  to  Study  the  Ministry.  Both  Commis- 


Indianapolis  is  1980  site  of 
General  Conference 

PORTLAND,  Me.  (UMC)  — 
Indianapolis  has  been  chosen  as  the  site 
for  the  1980  s^sion  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference,  the  top 
legislative  body  of  the  10-million  member 
denomination. 

The  Conference,  which  meets  every 
four  years,  will  be  held  at  the 
Indianapolis  Convention  Center  during  a 
ten-day  period  in  April,  1980. 

The  next  General  Conference  will  be 
held  in  Portland  April  27-May  8,  1976. 

A  19-member  commission  on  the 
General  Conference  which  met  here 
April  1-2  voted  unanimously  to  go  to 
Indianapolis.  Chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mission  is  Dr.  Gene  E.  Sease,  president 
of  Indiana  Central  College  in 
Indianapolis. 

Dr.  Sease  said  the  commission  was 
“highly  enthusiastic”  about  Indianapolis 
as  the  site  of  the  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference,  which  will  attract  ap¬ 
proximately  8,000  persons  from  around 
the  world,  including  1,000  voting 
delegates. 

Libel  charges  dismissed  against 
church  board 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  U.  S.  federal 
judge  here  dismissed  libel  charges  filed 
in  1971  against  a  United  Methodist 
Church  national  agency  by  an  Ohio 
National  Guard  sergeant  in  the  af- 
terma‘h  of  the  killing  of  four  students  at 
Kent  State  University. 

"If  ever  there  was  a  case  that  deserved 
to  be  dismissed  for  lack  of  prosecution, 
this  is  it,”  said  Judge  Constance  Baker 
Motley  in  responding  to  a  petition  from 
the  Washington-based  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  suit  was  filed  in  September  1971  by 
Sgt.  Myron  C.  Pryor  against  the  agency, 


sions  will  bring  their  reports  and 
proposals  to  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

•  Received  a  proposal  from  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  calling 
for  the  UMC  to:  (1)  create  and/  or 
strengthen  at  least  100  black  churches  by 
1980;  (2)  receive  at  least  100  black 
pastors  to  serve  in  local  churches  by  1980, 
and  recruit  and  graduate  at  least  100 
black  men  and  women  from  seminaries 
each  year  by  1977;  (3)  continue  the 
special  fund  to  assist  the  UMC’s  12  black 
colleges  between  1976  and  1980;  and 
C47  to  develop  at  least  five  local  church 
Centers  for  Social  Change.  The  centers 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  “In  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  welcome.”  With  these 
words,  Minnesota  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer 
greeted  70  active  and  retired  members  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
and  nearly  5,000  United  Methodists  last 
Wednesday  evening.  The  5,000 1;bame 
from  across  the  state  of  Minnesota  to 
greet  the  bishops,  to  hear  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun  —  a  United 
Methodist  —  speak,  and  to  present  the 
offerings  totaling  $70,000  to  confront 
world  hunger. 

The  mass  gathering  was  held  in  place 
of  a  banquet  which  areas  hosting  the 
bishops  usually  sponsor  (see  editorial  on 
page  2  of  this  issue). 

In  welcoming  those  who  attended, 
Bishop  Clymer  indicated  that  the  break 
with  tradition  was  designed  to  involve 
more  local  people  than  a  banquet  could 
and  to  provide  a  witness  to  the  Christian 
faith  in  both  word  and  deed. 

Following  a  period  of  prayers  and 
singing,  the  witness  in  word  was  offered 
by  Justice  Blackmun.  It  was  a  personal 
witness,  revealing  how  the  Christian 
faith  has  become  an  integral  part  of  Mr. 
Blackmun’s  life  as  a  lawyer  and  judge. 


then  called  the  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns,  and  Peter  Davies,  a  New  York 
City  insurance  salesman. 

A  report  written  by  Mr.  Davies  on  the 
Kent  State  shootings  was  circulated  by 
the  church  agency.  Sgt.  Pryor  charged 
that  he  was  libeled  and  slandered  in  the 
document.  He  asked  $1.5  million  in 
damages  from  Mr.  Davis  and  a  similar 
amount  from  the  board. 


would  be  designed  to  “organize,  recruit, 
and  train  community  people  in  strategies 
for  effecting  social  change.”  The  bishops 
received  the  proposals,  which  were 
drafted  by  an  ad  hoc  consultation  of 
BMCR  leaders,  and  referred  them  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  other 
general  church  agencies  for  con¬ 
sideration. 

•  Massed  the  President’s  gavel  from 
Bishop  Dwight  Loder  of  Michigan  to 
Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  Jr.  of  New  York, 
and  elected  Bishop  Kenneth  Goodson  of 
the  Virginia  Area  to  succeed  him  as 
President  of  the  Council  at  this  time  next 
year. 


“Law  and  morality  are  not  identical, 
he  said.  “But  morality  often  affects  the 
laws  of  a  free  people.  Legal  morality 
should  lead  to  social  morality,  but 
neither  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  personal  morality.” 

Justice  Blackmun  said  that  America 
today  is  gripped  by  a  wave  of  moral  and 
ethical  confusion.  "Old  guideposts  are  no 
longer  looked  to  and  relied  upon,  and 
we’re  floundering.  As  examples  of  this 
breakdown  in  social  morality,  he  cited 
the  widespread  problem  of  drugs,  lack  of 
safety  on  our  streets,  pollution,  racial 
bigotry,  pornography,  legalized  state 
lotteries,  and  increasing  dependence  on 
big  government. 

Justice  Blackmun  said  that  con¬ 
fronting  problems  and  adversity  is  a  part 
of  God’s  challenge  to  man.  And  he  called 
on  the  church  to  recommit  itself  to  Christ 
and  to  Christian  ethical  principles,  and  to 
provide  moral  leadership  such  that  our 
nation  may  once  again  be  able  to 
distinguish  between  right  and  wrong. 

Following  Justice  Blackmun’s 
message,  an  offering  was  taken  for  world 
hunger  relief.  More  than  $50,000  was 
given  by  those  in  attendance  —  an 
average  exceeding  $10  per  person. 
Nearly  $20,000  gathered  by  churches  in 
Minnesota  was  sent  in  prior  to  the 
meeting,  for  a  total  of  $70,000  which  will 
go  to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief’s  World  Hunger  Appeal. 

He  noted  that  all  is  not  dismal, 
however,  and  cited  several  positive 
developments  in  modern  life,  including 
die  emphasis  on  many  different  types  of 
individual  rights,  improvements  in  race 
relations,  awareness  of  the  importance  of 
our  environment,  and  public  demands  for 
integrity  among  those  who  occupy  public 
office. 


Classified 

Rate:  33c  per  wokd,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  oo 
contract  advertolng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  o t  $8.73 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  *1.00  per  loser  die 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  $2.50  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.'s 
ellzabeth's  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  23331, 
Houston,  Texas  77005. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.-J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  El  ling  Dr.. 
Waco,  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  799-5049. 

ALPINE  HOLIDAY:  A  leisurely  16-day  tour  of 
Switzerland,  the  Italian  and  Austrian  Tyrol 
and  Bavaria  with  tour  host  Bob  Sanders.  *1099 
from  Dallas  on  July  28.  Brochure  from  United 
Methodist  Heritage  Tours.  Box  3129.  Waco 
Texas  76707. 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 

1  quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio  program 

j  Is  available  to  you  and  your  community 

without  cos*.  Your  only  responsibility  Is  either 
to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated,  sponsored 
or  underwritten.  We  proviae  the  tapes  com¬ 
pletely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour.  P.  O.  Box 

77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

SOUTHEAST  ASIA  —  A  CHRISTIAN'S 
PRESENCE:  Our  churchwide  mission  study 
for  1973-76.  Came  Join  tour  departing  Los 
Angeles  September  13.  19  days.  *1346.  Deluxe 
hotels,  American  breakfast,  phis  one  meal 
dally.  Experienced  escorts.  Brochure-  Her- 
man  Netzela.  3324  Rea  ton  Ave..  Lee  Angeles 
90008. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  lor  child  care. 
These  are  fall  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addldcn  6r 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-dr  Inkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

CHOIR  -  MISSION  -  SKI  BUS  TRIPS  can  be 
better  planned,  there  Is  better  equipment,  you 
can  get  mare  for  your  money.  Find  out  free 
what  hundreds  of  churches  do  successfully. 
Trav-Con.  Bob  Evans.  3040  Park  Lane.  No.  133, 
Dallas,  Texas  75220.  (214)  358-0666. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life:  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  696-2410. 

BRITISH  ISLES  —  Ireland.  Scotland.  England 
—  with  Methodist  and  literary  highlight 

Dallas  to  Dallas,  first  class.  June  16-July  7. 

S1482.  Write  or  call:  Mrs.  Ida  Louise  Noblln. 

7203  Centenary.  Dallas.  Texas  75225.  (214  )  368-  j 
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the  church  today 


Bishops  reaffirm  present 
stance  on  human  sexuality 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  United  Methodism’s  Council  of  Bishops  went  on  record 
unanimously  here  last  week  as  supporting  the  present  United  Methodist  position 
on  human  sexuality  and  not  supporting  the  ordination  of  practicing  homosexuals. 
Following  is  the  full  text  of  their  statement: 

“The  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  calls  attention  of  all 
our  people  to  the  General  Conference  statement  on  Human  Sexuality. 

‘Although  men  and  women  are  sexual  beings  whether  or  not  they  are  married, 
sex  between  a  man  and  a  woman  is  to  be  clearly  affirmed  only  in  the  marriage 
bond.  Sex  may  become  exploitive  within  as  well  as  outside  marriage.  We  reject 
all  sexual  expressions  which  damage  or  destroy  the  humanity  God  has  given  us 
as  birthright,  and  we  affirm  only  that  sexual  expression  which  enhances  that 
same  humanity,  in  the  midst  of  diverse  opinion  as  to  what  constitutes  that 
enhancement.  Homosexuals  no  less  than  heterosexuals  are  persons  of  sacred 
worth,  who  need  the  ministry  and  guidance  of  the  church  in  their  struggles  for 
human  fulfillment,  as  well  as  the  spiritual  and  emotional  care  of  a  fellowship 
which  enables  reconciling  relationships  with  God,  with  others,  and  with  self. 
Further  we  insist  that  all  persons  are  entitled  to  have  their  human  and  civil  rights 
ensured,  though  we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality  and  consider 
this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian  teaching’.  (Page  86,  The  Book  of 
Discipline) 

“We  stand  in  support  of  this  statement.  We  deem  it  to  be  in  accord  with  the 
Scriptures  and  consistent  historically  with  the  prevailing  teaching  of  the 
Christian  church. 

“We  acknowledge  that  the  church  has  a  ministry  to  homosexuals  as  to  all 
persons.  We  affirm  that  the  love  of  Christ  is  all  inclusive  and  is  offered  to  all 
humankind  without  any  exceptions. 

“We  do  not  advocate  or  support  ordination  for  practicing  homosexuals. 

“The  church  is  the  realm  of  redemption  in  which  all  kinds  of  people  seek  the 
way  and  encourage  their  brothers  and  sisters  along  the  way. 

‘  ‘We  urge  our  people  to  be  compassionate  and  understanding ;  to  be  prayerfully 
devoted  to  Jesus  Christ  in  all  His  offices;  and  to  be  united  in  His  mission  to  every 
dimension  of  society  and  to  the  whole  world.” 


Word,  deed,  witness  shared 
by  bishops  and  people 
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Bishop  sees  rich  blend 

European  church  integrates  charismatics 


i2:noon 


CINCINNATI  (RNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  bishop  has  reported  success  in 
integrating  “Jesus  People"  and 
charismatics  into  congregations  in  his 
area. 

Bishop  Ole  Edvard  Borgen,  head  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  northern 
Europe,  told  how  these  sometimes 
controversial  Christians  have  benefited 
his  denomination  while  in  Cincinnati  en 
route  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in 
Minneapolis. 

“They  have  been  breaking  down  all  of 
the  barriers  that  we  have  been  hitting  our 
heads  against,"  Bishop  Borgen  said  of 
the  charismatic,,  including  those  who 
speak  in  tongue,.  "We  have  been  able  to 
melt  the  brethren  together." 

The  49-year-old  bishop  commented  thst 
“Jesus  has  become  something  worth 
looking  at"  for  Scandinavian  youths,  and 
as  a  result,  "we  try  to  Integrate  them  Into 


L'.M.'x  build  a 

WACO,  T».  —  On  Jan.  IS,  1911,  S4  persons  gathered  In  a  field 
outside  the  city  and  prepared  lo  "build  a  church  in  a  day," 
They  accomplished  the  task  by  St30  p.m.  and  that  evening 
about  600  persons  packed  the  little  church  for  the  worship 


church  in  a  day 

service.  This  year  the  Herring  Avenue  UMC,  now  In  a  newer 
sanctuary  which  replaced  the  original,  remembered  their 
beginnings  In  a  04th  anniversary  festival. 
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Drama  mnde  part  of  religion 

‘MASC’  brings  arts  to  church 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

SACRAMENTO,  Ca.  -  “You  cannot 
feed  people  with  a  pulpit-centered  wor¬ 
ship  Sunday  by  Sunday,  not  after  they 
have  been  bombarded  with  television  all 
week.  People  are  hungry  for  the  church 
to  recapture  the  excitement  of  music, 
dance  and  drama  for  its  worship." 

So  speaks  a  woman  who  ought  to  knew. 
Mrs,  Jo  Taylor  here  has  coached 
hundreds  of  actors  and  actresses  in 
hundreds  of  religious  plays  across  the 
last  10  years  —  90  per  cent  of  them  in 
Sunday  morning  worship  services, 

Only  one  person  ever  walked  out  in 
protest,  she  recalled,  A  lady  In  a  church 
several  years  ago  thought  an  actor  who 
entered  down  the  center  aisle  yelling  was 
a  bit  too  much,  Mrs,  Taylor  modified  that 
entrance  so  It  would  not  cause  shock 
again, 

Director  of  "Methodist  Actors  Serving 
the  Church"  (MA8C),  Jo  Taylor  pours 
herself  Into  proclaiming  the  gospel 
through  the  arts.  She  directs  traveling 
companies  of  California  actors  and  ac¬ 
tresses  who  fan  out  across  the  country 
staging  religious  plays  and  musicals  and 
holding,  seminars  and  vfprkihopa  on  folk 
mu»t«.  gnd  drama.  The  grflup,  is  .now  so 
ecumenical  that  it  uses  the  same  letters, 


"Belonging 
To  Nobody " 


These  words  were  written  across 
the  informational  form  which 
reached  the  WORLD’S  CHIL¬ 
DREN.  INC.  office  recently. 
The  young  girl  pictured.  LUZ 
ROSARIO,  is  from  Puerto  Rico. 
She  has  been  taken  into  our  Rose  of 
Sharon  Home,  but  we  have  no 
sponsor  for  her.  Her  parents  are 
lost  drug  addicts. 

Perhaps  you  would  like  to  tell 
Luz  that  you  care  about  her  future 
by  becoming  her  sponsor. 

You  would  receive  complete 
information  about  her  life,  or  the 
background  of  another  child  like 
Luz  who  would  be  equally  needy 
for  we  have  children  available  for 
sponsorship  from  India,  Vietnam, 
Puerto  Rico  and  Colombia.  South 
America.  You  would  receive  the 
child’s  photo,  name,  address  and 
information  on  writing  to  “your” 
child.  No  contracts  are  signed. 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  $10  a 
month.  WCI  is  approved  by  the 
U.S.  government’s  bureau  of  Inter¬ 
nal  revenue  so  that  all  gifts  are  tax 
deductible. 

We'd  enjoy  working  with  you 
while  giving  a  young  child  a  chance 
in  life  ...  a  chance  to  mature  into 
a  fine  Christian  person.  Won't  you 
join  our  family  of  sponsors  by 
writing  today?  Your  gift  of  love 
will  be  a  gift  of  life. 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  s 
the  need  Is  greatest^ 

I  prefer  a  child  In 
^closed  la  payment  for  first 


Name  _ 
Street  _ 
City _ 


Write  To:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Regloaal- 
Director.  P.  O.  Box  27T9.  Winter  Haven.  Pla. 


MASC,  to  mean  "Musicians  and  Actors 
Serving  Christ." 

They  have  played  In  Protestant  and 
Catholic  churches  In  six  stales  and  last 
summer  toured  the  military  bases  and 
churches  In  Hawaii, 

The  entire  program  is  built  on 
volunteer  labor  —  people  who  love  to  act, 
They  come  from  miles  around  to 
rehearse  and  perform,  And  when  MASC 
ventures  far  from  Sacramento,  Jo  Taylor 
picks  up  volunteers  from  the  area  of  the 
performance  to  play  the  rolea.  As 
director,  she  is  the  only  person  In  the 
organisation  who  receives  a  salary. 

Begun  In  a  local  church  In  198?, 
MASG's  first  years  were  led  by  the  Rev, 
Don  Mueller  who  for  two  years  served  In 
a  special  appointment  to  that  position 
from  the  Callfornla-Nevada  Conference, 
In  1987,  Mr,  Mueller  left  and  Mrs,  Taylor, 
who  had  been  working  cltcoly  as 
technical  director,  took  the  reins, 

"We  use  mottly  original  plays,"  she 
told  TM/UMR,  "One  musical,  for  In¬ 
stance.  was  written  by  Gloria  Jackson. 
It’s  a  story  based  on  Jezebel  and  King 
Ahab  entitled,  “The  Vineyard." 

"It  Is  Gloria's  second  one,"  she  con- 
ttnuedri"Her  first  play  on  "Ruth,  The 
Crossroads’,  ran  30  performances  with 
us.  And  she  had  never  written  a  play 
before  she  tried  that  one," 

MASC  uses  primarily  blbllcally-based 
plays  —  “with  a  message,"  the  director 
said,  “One  young  man  blended  the 
biblical  with  the  contemporary  in  his 
play  The  Portrait  of  Judas.’ 

"Recently,"  she  added,  "we  toured  the 
Northwest  with  a  fantasy  about  Mr. 
Christian  who  went  to  heaven  with  all  his 
good  deeds  only  to  learn  there  how  much 
he  had  neglected  the  lonely  persons  back 
on  earth.  Entitled  This  Isn't  Exactly 
How  I  Expected  It,'  the  drama  pointed 
out  to  the  church  audiences  those  urgent 
needs  of  the  lonely." 

Mrs.  Taylor  considers  the  per¬ 
formances  quite  professional,  "We 
memorize  our  lines,”  she  said,  “use 
costumes  and  I  carry  a  fully-portable 
lighting  system.” 

MASC  has  broadened  its  cast  to  include 
persons  of  other  denominations.  “Many 
of  these  people  were  church  drop-outs," 
remarked  Mrs,  Taylor.  “They  couldn't 
seem  to  find  their  place  in  a  local  church. 
But  I've  been  pleased  to  note  that  many 
of  them  are  working  back  Into  the  church 
during  their  experience  with  us," 

MASC  sponsors  a  summer  camp  for 
youth  through  middle  age  each  August 
which  features  the  dramatic  arts. 
Although  not  an  official  arm  of  the 
California-Nevada  Conference,  the  camp 
meets  at  Monte  Toyon,  the  conference 
assembly  grounds,  and  the  conference 
Program  Director  sits  on  MASC’s  policy¬ 
making  board.  Financial  support  comes 
from  offerings  taken  at  the  performances 
and  from  "angels,”  individuals  who  give 
money  on  a  regular  basis. 

Jo  Taylor  is  married  to  a  United 
Methodist  minister  who  cannot  often  help 
her  in  MASC  because  “John  has  his  own 
full-time  job,"  She  does  have,  however. 


our  church;  they  have  meant  a 
tremendous  lot  to  us." 

Although  many  local  churches  of  other 
denominations  in  the  U.S,  have  split 
when  charismatics  became  active  in 
their  membership,  Bishop  Borgen 
reported  that  this  has  not  happened  with 
United  Methodists  in  northern  Europe. 

He  acknowledged  that  two  pastors 
were  disciplined  because  their  "en¬ 
thusiasm"  led  them  to  reject  Infant 
baptism  and  other  United  Methodist 
practices,  but  said  that  he  hae  avoided 
trouble  by  using  the  "precautions"  laid 
down  by  the  Apostle  Paul  for  judging 
whether  ecstatic  worship  Is  prompted  by 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

As  "Jesus  People"  and  chariimatics 
pick  up  some  theology  and  other  benefits 
from  the  institutional  church,  Blahop 
Borgen  commented,  their  spiritual 
power  and  renewal  give  the  Church 


War  was  lost  long  ago, 
Bishop  Washburn  says 

fillhflB  Pfllll  U/sal<l....a  La.  L .  ..  ..  ...  * 


Btihop  Paul  Waihhurn,  hat  bean  an 
outspoken  orltle  of  the  United  States' 
policy  In  Vietnam.  In  November  1»>4, 
he  went  to  North  Vietnam  on  a 
humanitarian  mission  with  several 
other  American  churohpereone. 

Mr.  Bruce  Mosher,  eta//  member  of 
the  U.M.  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munications,  conducted  the  Mowing 
brief  Interview  with  Bishop  Waeh- 
burn,  April  J,  1975  oonoernlng  recent 
military  and  political  developmente  In 
Vietnam. 

Q:  What  are  your  thoughts 
regarding  the  Vietnam  situation? 

A;  It  just  goes  to  prove  that  we  lost 
that  war  a  long  time  ago  and  should 
have  gotten  out  of  there  a  long  time 
ago,  That's  my  judgment  on  the 
metier.  1  don't  see  any  poeslblllty  of  a 
victory  there  no  matter  hew  much 
mtmey  we  pour  Into  that  situation. 

9:  Are  you  fearful  at  alt  for  the 
lives  of  the  S.  Vietnamese  as  the  N, 
Vietnamese  pour  down  from  the 
North? 

A  i  Well,  of  course,  there’s  some 
fear  that  there  will  be  some  lives  lest, 
but  we've  been  et  It  for  88-years 
already,  We  could  have  stopped  thet  a 


long  time  ago  If  we'd  been  concerned 
about  the  lives.  We  could  have  ended 
that  slaughter  a  long  time  ago  but  that 
wasn't  our  chief  objective,  to  end  the 
slaughter,  We  were  Interested  In  a 
political  victory,  and  I  don't  see  It 
happening  that  way,  that's  all. 

Q;  Do  you  think  the  collapse  of  the 
Thelu  Regime  will  be  helpful  towards 
bringing  peace  to  Vietnam? 

A;  If  the  Thelu  Regime  could  have 
been  ended  six  months  ago  or  a  year 
ago  when  the  Parts  Peace  agreement 
wes  signed,  there  might  of  been  some 
real  chance  for  the  Unification 
Council  lo  operate  and  develop  a 
government  satlsfectory  to 
everybody.  1  think  new  the  collapse  of 
the  Thelu  Regime  will  be  the  last 
domino  falling  in  that  particular 
section,  and  there  will  he  a  Com¬ 
munist  rule  there,  The  time  has  been 
spent  that  could  have  been  used  to 
develop  a  new  government  for  all  the 
people,  So  1  think  the  collapse  of  Thelu 
Regime  will  give  up  something  that 
nobody  really  wanted,  It  will  give  the 
Communists  full  control  of  that 
country. 


Educators  experience  it: 
‘medium  is  the  message9 

thfiminlvoB  at  1  luiA./lau  MAmmiinlna 


'  Mrs.  Jo  Taylor 
five  children  who  have  gone  through  the 
ranks  of  the  cast  all  the  way  from  playing 
children's  rolea  to  beating  the  drum  or 
playing  the  piano  for  accompaniment. 

Do  you  spend  much  time  with  MASC? 
She  chuckled,  “Are  there  many  stars  in 
the  sky?" 


Stiff  Writer 
DALLAS  —  The  medium  was  Indeed 
the  measage  when  more  then  80  United 
Methodtit  pastors  and  laypersons  got 
together  here  lilt  week  to  learn  how  to„ 
use  media  as  a  learning  experience  lit 
their  local  churchea. 

With  "handa-on"  labs  In  a  gamut  of 
media  and  a  modular  format  that  let 
them  pick  and  choose,  Christian 
educators  and  media  communicators 
faced  a  barrage  of  learning  experiences 


‘Pluralism’: 


Greatest  asset,  believes 
church  school  editor 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Communicating  the  faith 
in  a  pluralistic  church  isn’t  easy,  but  it  is 
a  “glorious  opportunity,”  Dr.  Ewart  G. 
Watts,  editor  of  all  United  Methodist 
church  school  publications,  told  a  group 
of  the  denomination’s  communicators 
here  last  week. 

Asserting  his  belief  that  pluralism  — 
ethnic,  cultural,  educational  and  theolog¬ 
ical  —  is  “our  greatest  asset  and  our  true 
strength,”  Dr.  Watts  challenged  60 
participants  in  a  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Council  clinic  to  join  with 
Christian  educators  in  helping  United 
Methodists  understand  their  strength  in 
diversity. 

Not  everyone  agrees  with  him,  particu¬ 
larly  in  theological  matters,  Dr.  Watts 
admitted.  He  referred  to  groups  which 
have  pressured  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  recently  to, provide 
separate  curriculum  resources  planned 
and  written  by  their  own  members  for 
use  by  their  own  members. 

"We  have  resisted  this,”  the  editor 
declared,”  because  we  feel  it  prevents 
the  kind  of  creative  dialogue  that  is 
essential  for  discovering  God’s  truth  for 
our  lives.” 

Pointing  to  ways  the  publications 
attempt  to  reflect  the  diversity  within  the 
denomination,  Dr.  Watts  said  the  pub¬ 
lishing  house  is  careful  to  select  curricu¬ 
lum  writers  from  different  theological 


perspectives.  “There  is  not  one  faith 
according  to  Nashville,”  he  said,  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  headquarters  of  the  publishing 
house. 

On  the  other  hand,  curriculum  mater¬ 
ials  do  not  reflect  a  “least-common- 
denominator  type  of  theology”  as  some 
persons  have  charged,  Dr.  Watts  said. 
Rather,  they  attempt  to  reflect  pluralism 
as  “the  fact  that  the  ways  God  reveals 
himself  are  unlimited,  and  thus  there  are 
multiple  ways  in  which  persons  symbo¬ 
lize  and  articulate  the  breadth  of 
religious  experience.” 

Special  study  units  now  being  prepared 
include  a  focus  on  four  basic  Christian 
doctrines  from  three  distinct  theological 
perspectives :  t  traditional  evangelical 
theology,  process  theology  and  liberation 
theology. 

Curriculum  offerings  at  all  levels  also 
now  Include  two  major  approaches  to 
Bible  study  as  a  response  to  the  diverse 
needs  of  United  Methodists,  Dr.  Watts 
said. 


themselves  at  a  two*day  communications 
clinic. 

It  was  sponsored  by  Church  Resource 
Systems  (CRS)  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico.  ^ 

Planned  to  bring  Christian  educators 
and  media  communicators  together  for  a 
common  experience,  the  clinic  got  its 
marching  orders  from  its  dean,  Dr.  B.  J. 
Jackson  of  the  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver. 

Dr.  Jackson  told  the  group  that  ef¬ 
fective  church  communications  today 
require  three  things:  1)  communications 
between  people,  not  to  them;  2)  the 
opportunity  for  persons  to  resource  in¬ 
formation  for  themselves;  and  3)  the 
chance  for  persons  to  find  a  medium  for 
expressing  themselves. 

With  that,  participants  fanned  out  to 
experience  all  three  ingredients  first¬ 
hand.  They  delved  into  twelve  maxi-  and 
mini-modular  workshops  which  included 
programming  and  technique  in  in¬ 
structional  and  cable  TV,  children’s 
learning,  photography,  audio  cassettes, 
radio,  telephone,  slides  and  newsletters. 
They  chose  among  four  on-site 
laboratories  in  the  Dallas  area.  And  they 
heard  major  presentations  by  the  editor 
of  United  Methodist  church  school 
publications  (see  related  story  elsewhere 
on  these  pages)  and  a  communications 
expert  from  Syracuse  University. 

“This  is  the  most  extensive  range  of 
instruction  in  one  leadership  training 
event  we  have  yet  offered,”  said  Dr. 
Robert  L.  Robertson,  general  director  of 
Church  Resource  Systems. 

Attending  the  clinic  were  participants 
from  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Missouri, 
Kansas  and  New  Mexico. 


something  that  it  has  lacked. 

Bishop  Borgen’s  area  encompasses  the 
2,500  member  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Communist  Estonia.  He  reported  that 
Estonia  is  the  only  area  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  which  Methodism  exists  today, 
and  said  there  are  some  16  congregations 
in  the  area. 

Expressing  his  views  on  ecumenism, 
the  bishop  said  his  goal  was  “unity  in 
diversity,"  which  he  contrasted  with 
“diversity  in  unity.”  In  his  view, 
“structural  ecumenism  is  a  dead  horse.” 
Instead,  he  favors  cooperation  among 
churches  at  the  local  level. 

With  regard  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  Bishop  Borgen  said  he  had 
some  “strong  theological  reservations” 
about  its  premises,  wishing  that  the 
organization  were  more  evangelical  and 
Biblically  based.  In  contrast,  he  said  last 
year’s  International  Congress  on  World 
Evangelization  in  Lausanne,  Swit¬ 
zerland,  was  “according  to  my  liking.” 

Come  to  a  party 
says  new  book 
on  worship 

By  JACK  BUSBY 

"God's  Partyi  A  Guide  to  New  Forms 
of  Worship"  by  David  Jones  Randolph, 
Abingdon,  peperbeck,  1978,  144  pp„  13.80 

Books  on  contemporary  worship  now 
abound  In  bookstores,  Indicating  an  in¬ 
terest  not  present  a  decade  ago.  They 
range  widely  from  books  Intended  for  the 
serious  scholar  to  resource  manuals 
complete  with  options  for  various  parts 
of  the  worship  experience.  David  Ran¬ 
dolph's  newest  book,  “God's  Party,"  lies 
somewhere  between  these  extremes, 
Drawing  on  seminars  in  several  states 
and  materials  gathered  for  his  "Ventures 
tn  Worship”  books,  he  offers  a  rationale 
for  some  of  the  newer  forms  of  worship, 

"The  worship  of  the  Christian  church," 
he  says,  "should  be  like  a  party  for  which 
Gcd  is  host  and  to  which  everyone  is 
Invited  . , .  Jesus  Christ  said  as  much  In 
the  parable  of  the  great  feast,  and  the 
church  at  Its  best  has  understood  Christ 
to  be  the  life  of  the  party,"  Mr,  Randolph 
wants  his  readers  to  know  how  to  have  a 
good  party. 

Parties  are  fun,  God's  party  ought  to  be 
just  as  much  fun.  Who  doesn't  delight  In 
receiving  en  invitation?  Who  doesn't 
anticipate  meeting  other  people  or  even 
celebrating  some  joyous  occasion  with 
the  hoet?  Such  parties,  however,  do  not 
happen  Spontaneously.  Rather,  one  plans 
and  plans,  looking  at  each  element  for  Its 
fullest  potentiality. 

For  the  author,  worship  Is  like  that.  Hts 
little  book  gives  helpful  "party  hints” 
and  occasionally  delves  a  bit  deeper  into 
what  makes  worship  a  good  party.  There 
are  suggestions  for  every  kind  of  party : 
communions,  baptisms,  weddings, 
funerals,  and  just  the  usual  get-togethers 
on  Sunday  morning. 

God’s  party-planners  will  find  the  book 
helpful  for  its  secrets  of  good  party¬ 
making.  Keeping  up  with  the  times, 
specifically  how  God’s  parties  have 
changed  in  the  past  decade,  is  as  im¬ 
portant  as  what  to  look  for  in  a  party.  If 
you’re  looking  for  some  party  games 
(verbal  and  non-verbal  worship  forms), 
you’ll  find  some  of  those,  too.  Do's  and 
don’ts  are  also  given. 

Finally,  the  author  lists  eight  ways  to 
insure  a  good  party  as  well  as  a  helpful 
planning  guide  and  28  different  room 
(sanctuary)  arrangements,  depending 
on  what  kind  of  party  you  want  to  have. 
In  short,  he  takes  his  partying  seriously, 
while  recognizing  what  fun  tt  can  be. 

Persons  new  to  worship  will  find  Mr. 
Randolph’s  book  a  good  starting  place, 
even  If  It  doesn't  go  as  deeply  as  they 
might  hope.  God’s  party  Is  going  to  be  fun 
—  and  you’re  invited  I 

Mr.  Busby  Is  Director  for  Young 
Per  sons  and  Family  Ministries  of  the 
North  Texas  Conference  and  has  a 
pergonal  interest  in  forme  of  warship. 


Youth  directors  anyone? 
Sign  up  for  training  in  May 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  A  common 
complaint  in  past  years  throughout 
United  Methodism  has  been  “every 
church  wants  trained  youth  directors, 
but  no  one  provides  any  training.” 

In  May,  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  plans  to  take  whatever  truth 
there  is  in  that  statement  and  try  to  turn 
it  into  a  myth  as  it  provides  a  “Youth 
Director  Training  Event”  for  church 
youth  workers  from  throughout  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

Scheduled  for  May  19-23,  the  training 
event  is  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  and  is 
open  to  full-time,  part-time,  or  summer¬ 


time  youth  workers  in  both  the  United 
Methodist  and  other  denominations. 

Topics  to  be  handled  during  the 
workshop  will  include  teen-age 
discipline,  the  dynamics  of  planning  with 
youth  and  adults,  teen-age  values  and 
counter-culture  values. 

Participants  will  be  housed  and 
meetings  will  be  held  at  United  Methodist 
Canyon  Camp,  about  60  miles  west  of 
Oklahoma  City.  Total  cost  of  the 
workshop  (including  meals  and  lodging) 
will  be  $40  per  participant. 

Persons  wishing  registration  ire- 
formation  may  write:  Sara  Miller,, 
Registrar,  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  222  N.  W.  Fifteenth  Street, 
Oklahoma  City,  73103. 


do  you  know  whether 
YOUR  SAVINGS  ARE  USED 

•  to  make  weapons, 

'"•To  oppress  peoples, 

•  to  pollute  Nature? 


now  YOU  can  decide  how 
YOUR  SAVINGS  CAN  BE  USED 

•  with  a  clear  conscience, 

•  for  a  "clean"  return, 

•  and  an  inflation  hedge 


by  Investing  In 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND'S 

Certificates  of  Participation  at  7%  per  annum  payable  semi-annually. 

To  help  United  Methodist  congregations  build  churches,  parsonages,  church  school  and  other  mission  buildings 


EARNINGS 

A'though  an  annual  dividend  of  5%  is  guaranteed,  the 
Fund's  directors  have  helped  investors  to  earn  more 
by  periodically  adjusting  interest  rates  to  reflect  those 
in  the  open  market — currently,  7%.  Additionally,  in¬ 
terest  may  be  reinvested,  if  requested,  on  accounts 
earning  $100  or  more  semi-annually. 


SAFETY 

Out  of  more  than  $74,000,000  in  church-building  loans 
since  1959,  not  a  single  dollar  hat  been  lost. 


LIQUIDITY 

Since  the  Fund  began  in  1 959,  more  than  $21 ,000,000 
in  withdrawal  requests  have  been  promptly  met.  Not 
once  has  a  restriction  on  such  requests  been  imposed. 
Investors  are  assured  of  receiving  the  exact  amount 
paid  in,  plus  of  course,  the  generous  interest  earned, 
because  their  Certificates  are  not  subject  to  market 
fluctuations. 

SUBSCRIPTION 

Your  initial  investment  need  not  be  in  the  4-figure 
category.  You  can  start  with  as  little  as  $100. 


•M»F 


for  additional  information  and  a  prospectus,  write  or  call 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  New  York  10027 
Telephone:  212-749-0700  Ext.  491 
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Prelate  urges  new  focus 
on  role  of  Holy  Spirit 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  If  there’s  one 
major  problem  in  the  Christian  church 
today,  it  is  that  "we  don’t  believe 
strongly  enough  in  the  presence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  our  lives,”  said  Cardinal 
Leo  Joseph  Suenens  of  Belgium. 

He  stressed  that  the  charisms  or  "gifts 
of  the  Holy  Spirit”  poured  out  on  the 
early  Chrisian  church  and  thought  to  be 
relegated  only  to  "saints  and  mystics” 
through  the  centuries,  are  "now  coming 
back  to  the  Christian  consciousness 
today.”  He  said  “a  new  Pentecost  ...  is 
here,  before  our  eyes.” 

And  he  said  this  is  being  manifested 
significantly  in  the  Charismatic 
Renewal,  which  is  helping  to  restore  a 
balance  between  the  spiritual  and  in¬ 
stitutional  dimensions  of  the  church. 

Speaking  at  a  news  conference  here 
coinciding  with  the  publication  in  English 
of  his  book,  "A  New  Pentecost?,”  issued 
by  Seabury  Press,  New  York,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Primate  of  Belgium  said  the 
book  seeks  to  present  "the  role  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  church”  and  stresses 
the  development  of  the  Charismatic 
Renewal  in  the  U.  S.  and  throughout  the 
world.” 

In  the  preface  of  the  book  itself,  he 
noted:  "Everything  points  to  the  fact 

Catholic 
ecumenism 
up,  says  study 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Roman  Catholic 
dioceses  or  churches  are  "full”  members 
of  45  per  cent  of  the  U.  S.  local,  state  and 
regional  ecumenical  agencies  that 
employ  full-time  staffs,  according  to  a 
survey  reported  here. 

The  number  has  climbed  from  almost 
none  as  of  10  years  ago.  Today,  Catholics 
take  part,  in  some  way,  in  the  work  of  an 
estimated  93  per  cent  of  the  councils  and 
conferences  of  churches. 

A  90-page  report  on  U.  S.  Catholic 
ecumenism  a  decade  after  the  Second 
Vatican  Council's  Decree  on  Ecumenism 
was  prepared  by  Father  David  J. 
Bowman,  S.  J.,  special  assistant  on 
ecumenics  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  a  Protestant-Orthodox 
agency. 

Father  Bowman  sent  questionnaires  to 
the  nation’s  165  Roman  Catholic  dioceses 
and  250  ecumenical  agencies  large 
enough  to  have  full-time  staffs. 

Responses  from  one-third  were  used  in 
the  statistical  tabulation  included  in  the 
report,  called  "U.S.  Catholic  Ecumen¬ 
ism  —  Ten  Years  Later.” 

While  only  58  of  the  130  agencies  had 
"full”  Catholic  participation,  another  51 
had  "some”  participation,  giving  the  93 
per  cent  total  for  the  130  agencies. 

Father  Bowman  said  he  found  that  the 
initiative  for  Catholic  involvement  came 
from  the  agencies  themselves  in  one- 
third  of  the  cases. 

The  study  raised  questions  about  issues 
that  divide  as  well  as  bring  Christians 
together.  It  found  that  abortion  at  all 
ecumenical  levels  and  aid  to  parochial 
schools  on  state  and  local  levels  are  the 
most  divisive. 

"Denominationalism,”  or  excessive 
attention  to  internal  church  structure,  is 
also  impeding  greater  unity,  according  to 
Father  Bowman. 

Ministries  to  migrant  workers,  prison 
inmates  and  hospital  patients  were  found 
to  be  common  ecumenical  activities. 

Australian 
pastor  cleared 
of  heresy  charge 

SYDNEY  (RNS)  -  The  Rev.  Ted 
Noffs,  pastor  of  Australia’s  largest 
Methodist  church,  was  cleared  here  of 
heresy  charges. 

A  committee  of  eight  acquitted  the 
48-year-old  minister  of  allegations  of 
being  "unfaithful  to  the  doctrines  of 
Christ.” 

Mr.  Noffs,  pastor  of  Wayside  Chapel,  a 
church  noted  for  its  ministry  to  "persons 
in  crisis,”  was  accused  of  heresy  by  the 
Rev.  John  Hall  of  Gloucester,  pastor  in  a 
rural  town  in  New  South  Wales. 

Hearings  on  the  charges  were  closed. 
Specifics  on  the  allegations  against  Mr. 
Noffs  and  on  the  committee’s  reasons  for 
rejecting  them  were  not  disclosed. 

It  was  believed  that  Mr.  Hall’s  charges 
related  to  pamphlets  written  by  Mr. 
Noffs  more  than  a  decade  ago. 


that  we  are  living  at  a  turning  point  in  the 
history  of  the  church,  in  which  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  revealing,  to  a  degree  unknown 
before,  a  mystery  of  death  and 
resurrection.” 

In  that  same  portion  of  the  book,  the 
prelate  observed  that  the  Holy  Spirit, 
while  "telling  us  ...  to  carry  out  the 
ever  necessary  reform  of  structures,”  is 
also  "inaugurating  a  spiritual  renewal  of 
exceptional  richness.” 

The  prelate,  in  this  country  to  deliver 
six  Perkins  lectures,  sponsored  by 
Southern  Methodist  University,  and  to 
receive  an  award  from  the  Institute  of 
Ecumenical  Research,  Collegeville, 
Minn.,  was  also  a  participant  in  the 
recent  Southwest  regional  conference  of 
the  Catholic  Charismatic  Renewal  in 
Dallas,  Tex. 

Explaining  the  background  of  his  book, 
Cardinal  Suenens  said  that  Vatican  II 
sought  to  adapt  the  church  to  today’s 
needs,  institutionally,  and  "to  promote 
renewal  of  church  structures.” 

Today,  he  stated,  the  focus  has  moved 
to  the  "spiritual  reality”  which  com¬ 
pliments  the  institutional  reality  of  the 
church.  He  said  both  dimensions  are 
present  in  the  "one  church”  the 
charismatic  and  the  institutional. 

Cardinal  Suenens  stressed  his  belief 
"that  we  are  coming  to  a  spiritual  or 
pneumatic  renewal  in  all  the  Christian 
churches,  a  renewed  faith  in  the  Holy 
Spirit  at  work  in  the  world.” 

While  stating  that  he  did  not  believe  the 
Renewal  should  be  "strictly  organized,” 
he  admitted  that  there  would  have  to  be 
"some  rules”  to  give  general  direction  to 
the  people  involved.  The  cardinal  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  Renewal  provides  "good 
grounds”  for  efforts  toward  Christian 
unity. 

Yet,  he  warned,  each  person  should 
respect  and  maintain  his  or  her  own 
"religious  identity”  and  not  drop  down  to 
the  lowest  common  denominator  in 
terms  of  religious  belief.  "Remain  faith¬ 
ful  to  your  own  piety  and  expression  of 
faith.” 


Scholars  charge 

Christian  churches 
ignoring  Holocaust 


A  unique  ‘ church 

LANSING,  Mich.  —  The  meeting  place  doesn't  look  like  a  church.  The  group’s 
name  doesn't  sound  like  that  of  a  church.  And  worship  services  look  like  few  other 
worship  services  you've  ever  seen.  But  if  by  the  word  “church”  you  mean  not  a 
building  but  a  group  of  people  worshipping  God  together  and  trying  to  care  for  each 
other,  the  Gathering  Community  of  Lansing.  Mich.,  certainly  qualifies. 

Officially,  the  Gathering  Community  belongs  to  the  Michigan  Synod  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America.  Its  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  Haase,  is  on  the  synod's 
executive  board.  The  services  are  Lutheran  in  their  broad  shape  and  meaning  but 
decidedly  experimental  and  informal. 

At  top.  the  18  families  which  belong  to  the  ‘‘church’'  worship  in  a  family  room  of 
one  of  the  members.  The  only  musical  instrument  is  a  guitar  played  by  the  pastor. 
The  communion  table  is  a  battered  block  of  wood  [bottom  photo]. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  Christian 
churches  and  their  theological  semi¬ 
naries  although  not  ignorant  of  the 
Holocaust,  have  all  but  "suppressed”  its 
memory  as  "the  alpine  event"  of  the  20th 
Century. 

This  appeared  to  be  a  widely -shared 
contention  among  scholars  attending  the 
1975  Conference  on  the  Church  Struggle 
and  Holocaust,  co-sponsored  here  by  the 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews  and  the  Graduate  Center  of  the  City 
University  of  New  York. 

Among  those  who  stressed  this  belief 
were  Dr.  Franklin  H.  Littell,  a  United 
Methodist  who  is  a  Temple  University 
religion  professor,  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
A.  Everett,  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister  and  Yale  graduate  student  in 
Jewish-Christian  relations. 

Dr.  Littell,  conference  chairman  of 
president  of  Christians  Concerned  for 
Israel,  contended  that  the  Holocaust  calls 
into  question  "the  credibility  of  the 
church,”  even  as  it  serves  as  “the 
plumbline  to  test  institutional  power  and 
ideologies  of  the  20th  Century.” 

The  Temple  professor  chided  certain 
Christian  academicians  for  turning  their 
scholarly  attention  to  such  matters  as 
“the  limits  of  futurology,  where  you  don’t 
have  to  face  your  past.” 

He  suggested  that  it  would  be  more 
pertinent  if  the  Christian  seminaries 
acquainted  their  students  with  the  fact 
that  the  Holocaust  was  "an  alpine  event 
which  happened  to  us  too.” 

For  example,  Dr.  Littell  noted,  "the 
attack  of  the  Radical  Right  on  the 
Christian  churches  (of  America) 
displays  a  remarkable  parallel  to  the 
attack  on  the  Jewish  community  and  the 
(German)  Confessing  Church  at  the  end 
of  the  Weimar  Republic  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Third  Reich. 

“A  recurring  pattern,”  he  suggested, 
“seems  to  be  apparent  here.” 

Dr.  Littell  said  that  his  own  course  on 
the  Holocaust  and  20th  Century 
ideologies  draws  a  record  number  of 


Missions  crisis  plagues  churches 

Political  strife ,  inflation  stymie  overseas  personnel  recruitment 


By  AVERY  MANCHESTER 
Interpretive  Services 

There  is  growing  concern  in  some 
quarters  over  the  diminishing  number  of 
North  American  personnel  going  over¬ 
seas  to  work  in  church-related  fields. 
Asjde  from  the  fact  that  some  countries 
have  an  increasing  amount  of  trained 
indigenous  workers,  there  are  other, 
more  complex,  reasons  for  this. 

Political  problems  that  often  make 
visas  difficult  to  obtain,  inflation,  the 
declining  value  of  the  dollar  and  con¬ 
fusions  of  theological  perspective  are 
among  the  causes. 

All  of  these  are  significant  and  con¬ 
tribute  to  requests  for  personnel  going 
unmet.  The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  for  example,  is 
presently  searching  for  50  persons  to  fill 
missinary  positions  in  some  20  countries 
in  Africa,  Asia  and  South  America. 
Advanced  degrees,  professional  ac¬ 
creditation  and  experience  are  required 
for  almost  every  post. 

While  many  people  who  admit  interest 
in  serving  abroad  write  to  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  Office  of  Missionary 
Personnel,  their  reasons  for  wanting  to 
work  in  mission  overseas  often  do  not 
provide  a  basis  for  appointment.  Some 
applicants  cite  job  shortages,  vocational 
frustrations  or  the  urge  to  move  as  their 
reasons  for  wanting  to  go  overseas.  The 
"call,”  an  earnest  desire  to  contribute 
their  skills  to  the  enablement  of  others  in 
developing  countries,  is  not  always  there. 

Increasing  numbers  of 
applicants  'back  out’ 

Of  those  who  do  apply,  an  increasing 
number  who  have  both  professional  skills 
and  an  understanding  of  the  Christian 
faith,  back  out.  When  they  come  to  the 
point  of  decision  and  the  practical 
problems  of  breaking  away,  they  decide 
against  it. 

Though  there  are  those  still  willing  and 
able  who  do  go,  the  fall-out  of  others  is  a 
serious  handicap  to  programs  in  the  life 
of  the  church  around  the  world. 

Fear  may  contribute  to  this  attrition  of 
candidates.  It  is  not  unfounded.  News  of 
missionary  deportation,  a  moratorium 
on  missionaries,  famine,  flood,  earth¬ 


quake,  political  coups  and/or  re¬ 
pression  give  nightmares  to  one  not 
even  thinking  of  going  overseas.  Family 
and  friends  even  within  the  church  may 
advise  and  counsel  caution,  or  at  least 
delay.  Headlines  in  papers  and  TV 
newscasts  leave  the  impression  of 
massive  instability  in  some'1  countries, 
hardly  the  arena  in  which  one  might 
practice  one’s  profession.  Anti-U.S. 
sentiment  and  suspicion  of  the  affluent 
and  powerful  also  often  feed  mistrust  of 
American  Christians  wanting  to  "help.” 

But  there  are  those  who  despite  the 
uncertain  setting  of  their  work  contribute 
substantially  to  the  well-being,  welfare 
and  self-determination  of  people  with 
whom  they  live  in  countries  around  the 
world.  Are  the  times  of  crisis  also  times 
of  opportunity?  Should  not  Christian 
people  who  are  trained  and  invited  be 
sharing  the  lot  and  life  of  people-in  every 
place?  Does  not  the  Christian  faith  have 
a  word  or  message  for  the  fearful? 

Finances  pose  problems 

Finances  may  also  present  a  hurdle. 
Students  who  have  substantial  debts  for 
training  may  be  unable  to  make 
repayments  from  missionary  salaries. 
Others,  concerned  by  the  discrepancy  irt 
wages  between  their  peers  in  die  U.  S. 
and  that  of  overseas,  think  seriously  of 
costs.  Yet  the  modest  stipend  of  the 
missionary  may  appear  as  great  wealth 
to  a  colleague  in  an  overseas  church  or 
institution. 

For  some  either  living  a  U.  S.  life  style 
overseas  —  or  changing  to  a  more  in¬ 
digenous  life  style  —  requires  co-existing 
with  ambiguity  and  change  that  is  not 


always  easy.  The  unsettling  fear  of 
“where  do  I  go”  and  "what  do  I  do”  and 
"tenure  is  so  uncertain”  is  real.  To 
disengage  from  home  may  be  costly,  but 
re-entry  may  be  more  traumatic  from  a 
professional  and  financial  point  of  view. 

Frustration  is  another  deterrent  for 
people  trained  in  one  culture  and 
tradition  trying  to  translate  skills 
through  language,  custom  and  practice 
in  another  land.  How  does  a  doctor 
operate  without  x-ray  or  labs  or  possibly 
lights?  How  does  a  teacher  work  without 
books?  Can  an  agriculturist  trained  in 
the  West  help  farmers  in  another  climate 
produce  crops  without  the  availability  of 
fertilizer?  If  one  puts  in  a  term  or  more, 
can  he  or  she  “keep  up”  with  colleagues 
back  at  the  university  or  at  home? 
Professional  pressure  discourages 
people  from  breaking  out  of  the  patterns, 
be  it  medicine,  education  or  an  annual 
conference.  Penalties  may  be  stiff,  but 
what  of  the  pioneer?  Are  there  not 
compensations  beyond  the  culturally 
defined  perimeters  of  one’s  practice? 
Fulfillment  may  come  in  breaking  out  of 
the  known  worn  paths.  It  may  not  come 
quickly,  or  it  may  come  in  ways  that  one 
could  never  imagine  or  dream  of  in 
laying  out  career  plans  and  goals. 

Theological  re-orientation, 
money  plague  campus 
volunteerism 

The  campus,  more  than  the  local 
church,  supplied  numbers  of  volunteers 
in  times  past.  Campus  ministries  were 
excellent  training  grounds  for  global 
consciousness  and  creative  career 
choices.  Now  these  have  been  severely 


cut  back  financially  and  are  in  a  process 
of  theological  re-orientation. 

There  is  no  magic  in  doing  one’s  thing 
in  another  language  or  culture,  but  there 
are  genuine  places  and  creative 
possibilities  for  people  to  serve,  share 
and  grow  with  the  church  in  other  lands: 
the  surgeon  in  Africa,  the  English 
teacher  in  Asia,  the  pastor  in  Latin 
America,  the  agriculturist  in  the  Pacific 
Islands. 

The  new  era  of  Christian  mission  has 
opened  opportunities  for  exciting  in¬ 
terchanges  of  people  among  all  nations. 
Even  with  the  internationalization  of  the 
missionary  community,  there  are  more 
opportunities  for  U.  S.  United  Methodists 
than  the  present  responses  of  qualified 
candidates  with  requisite  skills  willing  to 
go.  The  call  is  for  people  of  competence 
with  commitment  to  the  human  com¬ 
munity  in  the  name  of  One  who  took  the 
way  of  the  cross  to  liberate  his  people 
into  new  life.  Fear  is  overcome  by  faith. 


Temple  students.  During  the  sessions,  he 
said,  participants  are  exposed  to  several 
important  perspectives: 

•  Jewish  students  learn  that  there 
were  12,000  Christian  martyrs  who  defied 
Hitler  to  their  deaths. 

•  Christian  students  are  forced  to 
confront  the  crucial  question  emanating 
for  them  from  the  Holocaust.  Was  Jesus 
a  true  messiah? 

•  The  Holocaust  cannot  be  compared 
with  other  forms  of  prejudice  or  even 
genocide. 

As  to  its  lessons  for  the  future,  Dr 
Littell  contended,  the  Holocaust  supports 
his  belief  that  "good  Jews  do  not  become 
renegades,  and  good  Christians  do  not 
become  apostates.” 

In  this  regard,  Dr.  Littell  took  issue 
with  a  well-known  sociological  study 
which  suggested  a  correlation  between 
the  intensity  uf  one’s  prejudice  and  that 
of  a  person’s  religious  commitment 

"I  fear  that  it  is  the  person  who  is 
marginally  committed,”  he  said,  “who  is 
in  the  greatest  danger  of  falling  into 
culture  religion.” 

Earlier,  Mr.  Everett,  a  UCC  minister 
from  Stamford,  Conn.,  presented  a  paper 
on  the  quest  for  Christian  theology 
without  anti-Semitism. 

Basing  his  own  studies  on  the  work  of 
Anglican  theologian-historian  James 
Parkes,  Mr.  Everett  revealed  his  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  the  scholarly  support 
of  professors  to  assist  and  criticize  his 
research. 

That  theological  reflection  is  necessary 
was  stressed  by  Dr.  Michael  D.  Ryan,  a 
religion  professor  at  Drew  Theological 
Seminary.  "The  human  condition  itself,” 
he  insisted,  "was  changed  by  the 
Holocaust.” 

Dr.  Eva  Fleischner,  a  religion 
professor  at  Montclair  State  College,  told 
of  her  course  for  undergraduates.  "It  is  a 
communal  venture  for  both  the  teacher 
and  the  students,”  she  said.  "We  make  it 
together,  or  we  don’t  make  it  at  all.” 

Coordinator  of  the  three-day  con¬ 
ference  was  Dr.  Bernhard  Olson, 
national  director  of  interreligious  affairs 
of  the  NCCJ. 

|  Pro  athlete  f 
i!  finds  Christ  [ 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (E.  P.)  —  :• 
:j:  Basketball  pro  Elvm  Hayes,  an  •: 
$  alleged  troublemaker  and  problem  •; 
child  by  reputation ,  was  traded  to  a  \ 
Washington,  D.  C.  basketball  team  j: 
and  became  the  player  largely  :• 
responsible  for  making  it  the  •: 
winningest  in  the  NBA 
Everyone  wondered  about  his  X 
change  of  attitude,  so  he  was  asked  •: 
in  a  half-time  interview  about  it.  X 
“A  complete  change  came  into 
my  life  when  I  accepted  Christ  as 
my  Savior  a  year  and  a  half  ago,” 
Hayes  testified.  "I  know  the  dif-  >• 
ference  ...  I  know  the  change  it  $ 
has  made  in  my  life.  After  I  finish  * 
my  basketball  career  I’ll  probably  X 
become  a  minister.”  x 


Orthodox  theologians  discuss 
theme  of  WCC’s  fall  assembly 


Female  ordination  controversy 
divides  United  Presbyterians 


GONIA,  Crete  (RNS)  —  A  group  of 
Orthodox  theologians  meeting  here 
turned  the  tables  on  Western  church 
leaders  who  sometimes  say  Orthodoxy 
places  too  little  stress  on  social  and 
political  action. 

Instead  of  criticizing  church  initiatives 
in  the  social  sphere,  the  Eastern  and 
Oriental  Orthodox  representatives 
pointed  to  a  lack  of  Western  recognition 
of  the  spiritual  within  the  political 
struggle. 

"The  church  is  the  world  as  God  wills  it 
to  be  in  the  genuineness  of  its  true  pur¬ 
pose;  in  that  sense  the  church  is  fully 
identical  with  the  world  in  its  ultimate 
destiny,”  said  the  theologians,  convened 
to  discuss  the  theme  of  the  1975  Fifth 


Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

Spiritual  life  and  social  action  are 
inseparable,  the  35  Orthodox  leaders 
said.  The  Western  churches  have  a  hard 
time  recognizing  the  spiritual  in  the 
political,  they  add,  because  the  West  has 
divided  the  spiritual  and  the  temporal. 

The  consultation  was  called  in  light  of  a 
1973  appeal  in  which  Orthodox 
Ecumenical  Patriarch  Demetrios  I 
asked  the  World  Council  to  maintain  a 
balance  between  the  search  for  Christian 
unity  and  social  action. 

A  report  of  the  consultation  was  to  be 
sent  to  the  various  Orthodox  churches  for 
study  in  preparation  for  the  WCC 
Assembly,  set  for  Nairobi,  Kenya. 


‘Churchpersons  in  the  New  World ’ 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


MINNEAPOLIS  - 
A  16-by-25-foot  em¬ 
broidery  depicting 
“Churchpersons  in 
the  New  World” 
was  the  center  of 
attraction  for  dele¬ 
gates  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the 
Greater  Minne¬ 
apolis  Council  of 
Churches  at  Ply¬ 
mouth  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church. 

Standing  below  it 
are  Father  Anthony 
Coniaris.  pastor  of 
St.  Mary’s  Greek 
Orthodox  Church, 
the  new  council 
president,  and  Mrs. 
Doris  Hood.  a 
United  Methodist 
who  is  the  council’s 
retiring  president. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  controversial 
ruling  involving  the  issue  of  ordination  of 
women  is  reportedly  stirring  dissent 
within  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Some  clergymen  have  resigned  and 
congregations  have  been  split  over  the 
matter,  according  to  a  report  in  March  28 
issue  of  “Christianity  Today,”  the 
evangelical  fortnightly. 

Although  the  periodical  comments  that 
the  dissension  "may  prove  to  be  the  most 
serious  doctrinal  crisis”  in  the  history  of 
the  2.8-million-member  denomination, 
Stated  Clerk  William  P.  Thompson  told 
Religious  News  Service  that  he  had  been 
unaware  of  the  reported  resignations  and 
splits. 

The  controversy  involves  a  landmark 
decision  against  Walter  Wynn  Kenyon  of 
Pittsburgh,  which  was  handed  down  last 
November  by  the  church’s  Permanent 
Judicial  Commission.  The  denomi¬ 
nation’s  high  court  overruled  the 
Presbytery  of  Pittsburgh,  which  had 
endorsed  Mr.  Kenyon  for  ordination, 
because  he  had  said  he  could  not  ordain  a 
woman  as  ruling  elder. 

Although  Mr.  Kenyon  had  not  been 
specifically  asked  whether  he  agreed 
with  the  church’s  policy  of  ordaining 
women,  he  had  volunteered  his  opinion 
while  being  questioned  by  the  Pittsburgh 
Presbytery  in  preparation  for  his  own 
ordination. 

On  Feb.  9,  Stated  Clerk  Thompson 
wrote  a  four-page  opinion  on  the  Per¬ 


manent  Judicial  Commission’s  ruling  in 
response  to  a  request  from  Larry  M. 
Hoyt,  executive  secretary  of  Presby¬ 
terians  United  for  Biblical  Concerns,  a 
conservative  evangelical  organization. 
In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Hoyt,  Dr.  Thompson 
described  the  issue  as  one  of  church 
government  rather  than  of  doctrine. 

The  “Christianity  Today”  article 
stated  parenthetically  that  “the 
Presbyterian  bodies  that  formed  the 
UPC  endorsed  women’s  ordination 
decades  ago,  but  the  Thompson  ruling 
made  conformity  mandatory."  But  Dr. 
Thompson  told  RNS,  "I  do  not  think  that 
my  ruling  did  anything  in  that  regard.” 

In  response  to  a  Question,  the  Stated 
Clerk  said  that  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Hoyt, 
he  was  "merely  attempting  to  interpret 
the  decision”  of  the  Judicial  Com¬ 
mission.  "I  don’t  perceive  it  to  be  a 
doctrinal  crisis  at  all,”  he  said  with 
regard  to  the  reported  dissention,  but 
rather  a  matter  of  "how  the  church  is  to 
govern  itself.” 

According  to  the  “Christianity  Today” 
article,  six  United  Presbyterian 
ministers  have  resigned  and  four 
congregations  have  split  over  the  issue. 
It  reported  that  some  of  the  dissenters 
have  affiliated  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  America,  which  was  formed  in 
late  1973  by  a  group  that  had  split  from 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. 
(Southern). 


Enhance  the  beouty  of  your  home. 


Vinyl  Motif  Mats 

Add  an  elegant,  personal  touch  to  your  home!  Great  gift  idea  too! 

Choose  from  one  of  7  motifs  to  go  with  your  name  applied  in  permanently 
molded  white  letters  [17  letter  maximum].  Size  18”  x  28”.  Colors:  avocado, 
black,  blue,  gold,  pumpkin,  red.  Motifs:  amigos,  castle,  daisy- butterfly,  dog, 
golf,  horse,  sailboat.  Without  motif,  S 7.95 ;  with  motif,  $8.95. 

To  place  your  order,  send  check  or  money  order  to:  TM  Exchange,  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221.  Please  specify  color,  motif,  lettering  desired  and  address 
to  which  order  is  to  be  shipped. 
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Caney  Lake  Camp 


Elementary  -  June  9-13 
Rev.  Louis  Blankenbaker 
P.  0.  Box  5038 
Shreveport,  LA  71105 
Sr.  High  Community  Regather- 
ing 

June  23-28 
Rev.  Bill  Rowell 
P.  0.  Box  95 
Quitman,  LA  71268 
Jr.  High  -  July  14-19 
Rev.  Bill  Haskell 
P.  0.  Box  395 
Delhi,  LA  71232 
Elementary-July  28-Aug.  1 
Rev.  Ray  R.  Spiller 
3909  Nutland  Rd. 

Jonroe,  LA  71201 


Jr.  High  -  June  16-21 
Rev.  Lillard  Bevill 
P.  0.  Box  188 
Greenwood,  LA  71033 
Sr.  High  Christian  Com¬ 
munity 
July  7-12 
Rev.  Bill  Rowell 
P.  0.  Box  95 
Quitman,  LA  71268 
Jr.  High  -  July  21-26 
Rev.  Gene  Finnell 
Apt.  14,  Village  Cts. 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
Elementary  -  Aug.  4-8 
Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining 
903  Broadway 
Minden,  LA  71055 


Costs  -  Jr.  &  Sr.  High  -  $35.00 
Elementary  -$33.00 


•***' 


Camp  Istrouma 


Jr.  High  -  June  23-28 
(7th  &  8th  grades) 

Rev.  Penn  Morgan 
Box  1349 

*  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
Sr.  High  -  July  7-12 
(ll-12th  grades  &  freshmen) 
Rev.  Ken  Jacocks 
903  W.  Colorado 
Hammond,  LA  70802 
Mid-High  -  July  21-26 
(9th  &  10th  grades) 

Rev.  Charles  Floyd 
3900  St.  Charles  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70115 
Elementary  -  Aug.  4-8 
(grades  5  &  6) 

Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield 
1260  Texas  Ave. 

Baker,  LA  70714 


Family  Camp  -  July  4-6 
(Bring  camper,  tents  and 
food) 

$5.00  per  family 
Mrs.  Marianne  Burns 
Rt.  2,  Box  E  17 
Luling,  LA  70070 
Jr.  High  -  July  14-19 
(7th  &  8th  grades) 

Rev.  James  Woodland 
P.  O.  Box  1047 
Slidell,  LA  70458 
Elementary  -  July  28-Aug.  1 
(grades  5  &  6) 

Rev.  John  M.  Lee 
802  Duncan 
Amite,  LA  70422 
Elementary  -  Aug.  11-16 
(grades  5  &  6) 

Mrs.  Marianne  Burns 
Rt.  2,  Box  E  17 
Luling,  LA  70070 


Cost  -  All  Camps  $28.00 


S> 


/S’  1  • . 


Lake  Charles  District  Camp 


Camp  Brewer - 


Sr.  High  -  June  16-21  Elementary  -  June  23-27 

Rev.  Bob  Townsend  (4th  &  5th  grades) 

501  E.  Sale  Rd.  1611  Highway  14 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70601  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 

Junior  High  -  July  7-11 
(7th  &  8th  grades) 

Rev.  Tom  Crosby 
P.  O.  Box  2548 
Maplewood,  LA  70663 


Junior  High  -  July  28-Aug.  1 
(8th  &  9th  grades) 

Rev.  Deen  Thompson 
2305  17th  St. 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 


Elementary  -  August  11-15 
(5th  &  6th  grades) 

Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot 
319  New  Orleans 
Lake  Arthur,  LA  70549 


Cost- 

Sr.  High -$27.50 
Jr.  High  &  Elementary  -  $25.00 


Elementary  -  June  9-13 
Rev.  George  McVay 
308  N.  Parkerson 
Rayne,  LA  70578 


Jr.  High  -  June  23-27 
Rev.  J.  David  Strozier 
P.  O.  Box  186 
Boyce,  LA  71409 


Elementary  -  July  21-25 
Rev.  Gary  Van  Horn 
101  Pontiac  Rd. 
Lafayette,  LA  70501 

Cost -$25.00 

Sr.  High  -  June  3-6 
(At  Camp  ATAKAPA) 
Rev.  Brady  B.  Foreman 
612  N.  Main 
Marksville,  LA  71351 
Cost -$30.00 


\ 


If  you  are  unable  to  attend  the  Camp  for 
your  area,  contact  one  of  the  others.  For  a 
brochure  and  application,  contact  your 
District  Director  of  Camping,  or  the 
Director  of  the  Camp  you  would  like  to 
attend. 


M'.ftrfl  iH-fi 

•  $1 


MUSIC  CAMP  -  LAKE 
CHARLES 

(Elementary  -  Cost  $27.50) 
June  2-6 

Rev.  Bob  Crichlow 
819  Church  St. 

Jennings,  LA  70546 
WORK  CAMP  -  NEW 
ORLEANS 

(Sr.  High  -  Cost  $30.00)  June 
15-21 

Rev.  Willis  Dear 
P.  O.  Box  1047 
Slidell,  LA  70458 


•i!: 


Camps  are  limited  in  size  and  some  have 
deadlines  to  meet  for  pre-registration.  To 
insure  your  place  in  the  camp  you  want  to 
attend,  write  early,  send  in  your  fee  with  the 
registration. 
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Celebration  for  the 
recent  liquidation 
of  the  indebtedness 
on  the  sanctuary. 
Shown  "burning  the 
mortgage"  are 
Harold  Riggs. 

Building  Fund 
Treasurer;  James 
Christie.  pastor; 
and  Woodrow 
Hathorn,  Chairman 
of  the 

Administrative 
Board.  The  church 
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Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $3.00  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
reouests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 

200  Carondelet  St. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 
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T.  L.  James  Chair  endowed 


The  T.  L.  James  Chair  of  Religion,  to 
establish  an  endowed  professorship  in 
the  Centenary  College  School  of  Church 
Careers,  has  been  announced  by 
President  John  H.  Allen.  The  chair, 
honoring  the  memory  of  T.  L.  James,  Sr., 
of  Ruston,  a  former  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary,  will  be 
funded  by  a  $400,000  gift  approved 
unanimously  by  the  stockholders  of  T.  L. 
James  and  Company,  Inc.  of  Ruston. 

The  official  announcement  was  made 
by  G.  W.  “Bill”  James,  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee  and  a  Centenary 
alumnus;  Floyd  James,  chairman  of  the 
board;  and  J.  C.  Love,  senior  vice 
president  of  T.  L.  James  and  Co.,  Inc. 
The  gift  was  accepted  in  a  brief 
ceremony  in  the  old  James  home  in 
Ruston  beneath  a  portrait  of  the  late  Mr. 
James  in  whose  honor  the  chair  was 
named. 

The  James  Chair  in  Religion  is  the 
second  to  be  announced  at  Centenary  in 
March.  The  Brown  Foundation  in 
Houston,  Texas  earlier  approved  a 
similar  $400,000  grant  for  an  endowed 
professorship  in  engineering.  The  James 
gift  is  a  restricted,  designated  fund 
within  the  College’s  general  endowment 
portfolio,  and  only  the  earnings  from  the 
designated  sum  will  be  used  to  apply 
toward  the  salary  and  the  other  costs  of 
the  professor  occupying  the  chair. 

The  two  James  brothers,  and  J.  C. 
Love,  speaking  for  the  company,  told 
College  representatives  they  felt  that  the 
150th  anniversary  of  Centenary  was  an 


George  D.  Nelson,  ( center )  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary 
College,  accepts  a  gift  of  $400,000  from  G.  W.  James  (second  from  right)  on  behalf  of 
the  T.  L.  James  and  Co.,  of  Ruston.  The  funds  will  endow  the  T.  L.  James  Chair  in 
Religion  at  Centenary  in  honor  of  T.  L.  James,  whose  portrait  is  shown  in  the 
background.  Present  for  the  occasion  were  President  John  H.  Allen  of  Centenary 
(left);  Floyd  James,  chairman  of  the  T.  L.  James  board;  and  J.  C.  Love,  senior  vice 
president  of  the  James  Company. 


ideal  time  to  remember  their  father  in 
this  manner. 

They  stated,  “Because  of  his  interest  in 
the  Methodist  Church,  Centenary 
College,  and  education  in  general; 
because  of  the  company’s  philosophy  of 
supporting  religious,  charitable  and 
educational  institutions;  and  because  of 
our  interest  in  the  new  Church  Careers 
School,  the  stockholders  of  the  firm  have 
approved  this  project.” 

The  relationship  between  the  James 


Women  sponsor  special 
events  in  two  churches 


Two  separate  Women’s  groups  have 
reported  special  observances  of 
Women’s  Day,  United  Methodist  Women. 
Warren  UM  Church,  Lake  Charles,  and 
St.  Matthew  UM  Church,  Algiers, 
planned  programs  and  noted  significant 
activity. 

At  the  Warren  church  the  program  was 
under  the  direction  of  UMW  President 
Mrs,  Elnora  Campbell,  and  guest 
speaker  was  Mrs.  W.  C.  Ellison,  wife  of  a 
local  Baptist  minister.  Proceeds  from 
this  observance  totaled  more  than  $500. 


The  Rev.  Moses  T.  Jackson  is  pastor. 

St.  Matthew  church  in  Algiers 
celebrated  Women’s  Day  on  Palm 
Sunday,  with  Mrs.  Yvonne  Butler  of  the 
Mt.  Zion  UM  Church  serving  as  speaker 
and  Mrs.  Doris  D.  Bush  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew  as  liturgist.  Highlight  of  this  oc¬ 
casion  was  the  coronation  of  Mrs.  St. 
Matthew  (Mrs.  Ira  Mae  Medice)  as 
Queen.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Harris  was 
chairperson  for  the  event,  with  Mrs. 
Elveria  Lewis  co-chairperson.  The  Rev. 
Alfred  Pollar  is  pastor. 


Group  from  Warren  UM  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  who  held  special  observances. 


Mrs.  St.  Matthew  -  Mrs.  Ira  Mae 
Medice  as  Queen,  St.  Matthew  UM 
Church,  Algiers.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Amacker  (left)  was  runner-up. 


family  and  Centenary  dates  back  to  the 
early  days  of  the  College  in  Shreveport. 
The  late  T.  L.  James  served  as  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  the  40’s,  and 
his  son,  G.  W.  James  and  his  son-in-law  J. 
C.  Love  are  presently  members  of  the 
board.  Floyd  James  also  served  on  the 
Centenary  Board  following  his  father’s 
death,  but  later  relinquished  the  post  to 
his  brother,  G.  W.  James. 

George  Nelson,  chairman  of  the 
Centenary  Board,  speaking  for  the 
College,  and  expressing  gratitude  for  the 
gift,  said,  “The  endowment  of  this  chair 
in  religion  helps  insure  the  future  of 
private,  church-related  education;  but, 
more  importantly,  the  lives  of  the 
graduates  will  be  living  testimony  to  the 
vision,  dedication  and  generosity  of  the 
James  family  and  company  for  making 
this  chair  possible.” 

Welton  Brumfield,  Sr. 
is  Layman  of  the  Year 

Qut?tgndin&  Layman 
award  was  present¬ 
ed  to  Welton  H. 

Brumfield,  Sr.  at 
the  annual  Laity 
Banquet  for  the 
Hammond  District 
on  April  2.  Laity 
and  clergy  from 
churches  in  the 
Hammond  District 
gathered  at  Ham¬ 
mond  First  UM 
Church  for  the  ban¬ 
quet  meal,  which 
was  prepared  by 
the  Methodist 
Men's  Club.  Nick  A. 

Saladino,  District  Lay  Leader  and  Mayor 
of  Kentwood,  presided  at  the  meeting  at 
which  Mr.  Brumfield  was  honored. 

The  Layman  of  the  Year  Plaque  was 
presented  to  Mr.  Brumfield  by  his  pastor, 


Leaving  on 
the  light 

Outside  church  bulletin  boards  are 
usually  dull  and  mundane. 

Once  in  awhile  they  carry  dramatic 
announcements.  Sometimes  they  carry 
succinct  sermonettes. 

Take  Carrollton  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  as  an  example. 
On  Good  Friday  its  outside  bulletin  board 
read: 

They  Killed  Jesus 
On  This  Day! 

Last  week  its  outside  bulletin  board 
remained  lighted  up  all  day  and  night.  It 
had  the  following  message: 

We’re  Leaving  This  Light  On  As  One 
Tiny  Light  In  The  World  Of  Sin! 

This  week,  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  J. 
Pierce  McKeithen,  will  leave  the  outside 
light  on  above  the  front  steps.  And  he’ll 
run  this  little  notice  in  the  church 
bulletin:  “No,  we  haven’t  forgotten  to 
turn  off  our  lights.  We’re  leaving  them  on 
to  let  people  know  our  Church  is  here  — 
to  let  them  know  it’s  a  Force  against  the 
darkness  of  evil.  If  we  preach  and  teach 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Light  of  the  World 
inside,  we  should  also  show  the  power  of 
this  light  outside. 

“What  we’re  doing  with  the  lights  is 
simple.  We’re  turning  them  on  for 
Christ!”  _ 

Book  of  Memories  lists 
memorials,  honorariums 

James  L.  Adams,  of  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board,  has  ad¬ 
vised  this  newspaper  that  a  list  of 
the  1974  Memorials  and 
Honorariums  for  the  RMH  has 
been  compiled  and  will  be  placed  in 
the  “Book  of  Memories.” 

Mrs.  Jackie  Lestage,  of  Ruston, 
cares  for  this  Book,  and  keeps  the 
record  up  to  date.  She  has  held  this 
responsibility,  with  distinction,  for 
many  years. 

The  Book  of  Memories  is  kept  in 
the  Apartment  complex  of  the 
RMH  at  Ruston  and  is  always  on 
display  at  Annual  Conference. 

The  1974  list  totals  50  memorials 
and  honorariums. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Church  people  have  many  concerns,  but  one  of  the  more  current  and  valid 
ones  surely  is  the  matter  of  the  population  explosion.  About  30  years  ago  a  little 
pamphlet  was  distributed  by  a  world  peace  group  entitled  “The  Population 
Bomb,”  and  that  pamphlet  used  the  phrase  “population  explosion”  to  describe 
the  increasing  numbers  of  people  on  earth.  Today,  after  30  years,  that  phrase  is 
known  by  every  educated  person,  for  the  population  bomb,  relentlessly  ticking 
away,  threatens  to  create  an  explosion  as  disruptive  and  dangerous  as  the 
explosion  of  the  atom.  Enormously  booming  birthrates,  looming  famines, 
skyrocketing  taxes,  all  are  likely  to  breed  war,  and  these  are  clearly  related  to 
the  population  explosion.  Someone  has  recently  said  that  we  are  on  our  way  to 
breeding  ourselves  to  death,  and  a  cartoon,  published  not  long  back,  showed  an 
individual  in  an  overseas  country  pointing  a  finger  at  America,  saying,  “you  do 
the  feeding  and  we’ll  do  the  breeding.”  The  whole  matter  of  the  population 
explosion  and  the  necessity  for  providing  for  burgeoning  humanity  is  becoming 
a  very  crucial  issue.  Where  is  the  Christian  stance  on  this  feeding-breeding 
issue? 

Of  course  we  have  to  feed  the  hungry  of  the  world.  It’s  everybody’s  job,  not 
just  America’s  job,  and  not  just  the  Christians’  job,  but  it's  everybody’s.  The 
people  who  are  bom  on  this  planet  did  not  ask  to  be  born.  They  had  no  choice, 
but  they  have  arrived  and  they’re  here,  and  they  are  children  of  God. 
Therefore,  insofar  as  is  humanly  possible,  we  must  feed  those  who’ve  arrived, 
and  devise  distribution  systems  as  well  as  ways  and  means  of  providing  for  the 
well  being  of  all.  This  is  a  Christian  imperative. 

There  is  now  a  modern  Christian  imperative  that  goes  with  it,  and  that  is  to 
exercise  moral  responsibility  in  the  development  of  population.  It  is  as  highly 
moral  to  engage  in  family  planning  and  responsible  population  control 
measures  as  it  is  to  feed  the  hungry.  The  duty  of  humankind  is  to  educate  to  the 
necessity  of  this  latter.  Procreation  is  the  one  activity  in  which  God  has  invited 
man  to  His  own  level;  thus  man  enters  the  creative  process  of  God  in 
reproducing  the  race.  Back  in  the  Old  Testament  it  says,  “Multiply  and 
replenish.”  It  did  not  say,  “Multiply  and  explode;’’  it  says  “replenish.”  But 
endless  development  and  endless  expansion  has  never  been  the  Biblical  goal. 
Every  child  that  is  born  on  this  earth  has  a  right  to  be  well  born  and  a  right  to  be 
born  in  a  situation  where  there  is  some  opportunity.  The  implications  of  this  are 
far  reaching  indeed,  but  all  we  are  saying  here  is  that  as  we  feed  the  hungry 
millions,  we  must  also  plan  wisely,  that  other  millions  yet  to  be  born,  do  not  face 
the  specter  of  starvation  or  slow  death  from  malnutrition.  Wise,  intelligent, 
morally  responsible  family  planning  is  a  mandate  as  well  as  is  the  distribution 
of  food  to  those  who  hunger. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Memorial  UM,  Monroe  celebrates 
Thanksgiving  at  Easter 


Easter  worship  at 
Memorial  UM 
Church,  Monroe, 
was  climaxed  by  a 


Around  our  Conference 


Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry  is 
sponsoring  eight  programs  during  the 
months  of  April  and  May,  designed  to 
help  persons  better  relate  to  their  neigh¬ 
bors.  This  series  is  for  families,  church 
and  community  leaders,  youth  and 
adults.  Programs  are  being  held  at  St. 
Paul  UM  church  in  Shreveport,  and  as  a 
part  of  the  program  eight  films  are  used. 
James  Graham  is  coordinator  of  the 
Metro-Ministries. 

****** 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  was  elected 
President  of  the  College  of  Bishops  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  during 
sessions  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  at 
Minneapolis. 

Newellton  Union  Church,  Bob  Burgess 
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pastor,  hosted  the  annual  Easter  Sunrise 
Community  Service.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  James  Hill  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  and  the  Newellton 
Union  choir  provided  music.  The 
Activities  Committee  of  the  Union 
Church,  Mrs.  James  Eads  chairperson, 
served  a  breakfast  to  approximately  200 
persons. 

****** 

Mathews  UM  Church,  Mathews,  La., 
has  an  interesting  and  informative  adult 
leadership  training  class  in  progress. 
The  pastor,  Dr.  Joseph  Martin,  is  serving 
as  discussion  leader  for  the  group,  using 
the  Cokesbury  Skill  Training  Package 
“How  Do  I  Rate  As  a  Teacher?” 
Although  the  material  is  designed  for 
teachers  with  adult  groups,  it  is  being 


Girl’s  basketball  team  —  undefeated 


adapted  to  help  teachers  of  all  age  levels. 

****** 

Dillard  University  is  completing  its 
week  of  celebrating  “Festival  of  Black 
World  Expression.”  The  seven-day  event 
was  aimed  at  showcasing  creative  works 
of  Blacks  in  the  New  Orleans  area. 

****** 

Wesley  UM  Church,  Sulphur,  notes  a 
special  “people  centered  ministry” 
which  they  provided  for  senior  citizens  at 
Holly  Hill  Nursing  home.  Ten  members 
and  Pastor  Charles  Humphreys  visited 
the  group  and  conducted  a  worship 
service. 

****** 

Sevier  Memorial  UM  Church, 
Ferriday,  honored  graduating  seniors  of 
the  church  at  a  special  family  night 
supper  on  April  9.  A  large  group  at¬ 
tended,  and  United  Methodist  Women  of 
the  church  presented  each  senior  with  a 
gift.  George  Cunningham  is  pastor. 


tne  KCV.  jonn  L.KK  l  rigid./,  mi.  vusu 
Mr.  Brumfield's  service  to  the  church, 
the  district,  the  Conference,  and  to  the 
general  church  over  the  last  40  years. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Lee  stated  that  his 
research  showed  that  there  was  not  a 
single  Conference  or  District  board  on 
which  Mr.  Brumfield  had  not  served.  He 
called  Mr.  Brumfield.  " the  Friend  of  the 
Preachers"  and  “ Layman  of  the  last 
forty  years!" 


is  to  be  dedicated  by  Bishop  Crutchfield  this  fall. 

Christian  Educators  to  meet 


Louisiana  Christian  Educators’ 
Fellowship  spring  meeting  will  be  held 
April  30-May  1  at  the  Holiday  Inn, 
Alexandria.  Among  those  who  will  be 
attending  will  be  Christian  Educators, 
pastors,  Family  Life  coordinators,  and 
parents.  Don  Barnes,  national  C.  E.  F. 
president,  will  serve  as  a  resource 
person. 

Some  of  the  items  to  be  considered 


during  the  business  sessions  are:  election 
of  officers,  certification  of  Christian 
Educators,  plans  for  a  fall  regional 
meeting,  and  standards  for  Christian 
Educators. 

Thomas  A.  Dunbar,  of  First  UM 
Church,  Monroe,  is  president  of  the 
Conference  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship. 


“Living  In  The  Now”  conference  begins  next  week 


The  Methodist  Children's  Home  Girls'  Basketball  team  pictured  above  has  just 
finished  its  season  and  are  now  the  undefeated  champions  of  the  Ruston  Park  and 
Recreation  High  School  Girls'  Church  League.  Pictured  above  with  their  trophy  are 
(Back  Row)  Mary  Kramer.  Elaine  Bullard.  Barbara  Owen.  Kathy  Van,  Tara 
Melcher,  Mae  Broome,  (Front  Row)  Teresa  Humphrey.  Brenda  Price,  Zadie 
Roberts,  Theresa  Davidson.  Tammy  Melcher,  and  Donna  Martin.  Members  of  the 
team  not  pictured  are;  Tammi  Davidson,  Terry  Cash,  and  Liz  Taylor.  Superin¬ 
tendent  Terrel  DeVille  coaches  the  team,  and  he  says  that  he  feels  the  girls  have 
developed  tremendously  in  confidence,  playing  skills,  and  sportsmanship  since  the 
team  was  formed  three  years  ago. 


Correction 

Several  weeks  ago  there  ap¬ 
peared  in  this  paper  a  statement 
concerning  representation  on  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  The 
word  “clerical”  was  omitted  from 
the  article  stating  that  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  was  the  first 
representative  from  Louisiana  to 
the  World  Council  of  Churches.  Dr. 
Hearn  is  the  first  clerical  repre¬ 
sentative  from  Louisiana  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  Pre¬ 
viously  Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Laskey  of 
Ruston  served  on  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  World  Council,  having 
been  appointed  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  Mrs.  Laskey  also  was  an 
official  delegate  to  the  World 
Council  meeting  at  Uppsala, 
Sweden  and  one  of  two  women 
official  delegates.  The  error  is 
regretted. 


Reservations  are  still  being  accepted 
for  the  Conference  on  “Living  In  The 
Now”  which  is  to  be  held  next  week,  April 
24-27  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
3401  Canal  Street,  New  Orleans.  If  you 
have  not  registered  already  you  are 
urged  to  do  so  immediately  by  contacting 
the  Rev.  George  Ross,  host  pastor,  at  the 
church. 

As  previously  reported  in  this 
newspaper,  this  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  conference  will  attract  an 
impressive  array  of  leaders,  and  much 
evangelistic  enthusiasm  should  be 
generated.  The  Rev.  Carey  A.  Martin, 
Denham  Springs,  is  chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship,  and  he  was  assisted  in  the 
program  planning  by  the  Rev.  Jimmie  D. 
Pyles,  Jonesville,  Conference  Secretary 
of  Evangelism. 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  the  resident 
bishop  of  the  Charlotte,  N.  C.  Area,  as 
reported,  will  be  the  featured  speaker. 


Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr. 
Featured  Speaker 

Bishop  Hunt  is  a  native  of  Johnson  City, 
Tenn.,  and  has  a  long  experience  of 
pastoral  ministry.  Prior  to  his  election  to 
the  episcopacy  in  1964  he  had  served  as 
President  of  Emory  and  Henry  College, 


Emory,  Va.,  from  1965.  He  holds 
numerous  United  Methodist  mem¬ 
berships  on  boards,  commissions,  and 
committees.  He  has  been  closely  iden¬ 
tified  with  higher  education  circles,  and 
has  served  on  numerous  boards  of 
trustees  of  both  colleges  and  health  and 
welfare  related  institutions.  He  was 
President  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops  for  the 
1973-74  term. 

The  conference  next  week  will  bring 
many  persons,  both  lay  and  clergy  to 
New  Orleans  for  this  important  concern 
of  “Living  In  The  Now.”  It  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Council  on  Evangelism 
and  the  Board  of  Discipleship  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  It  was  planned 
and  is  being  carried  out  in  consultation 
with  the  Division  of  Evangelism,  Wor¬ 
ship  and  Stewardship  of  the  general 
Board  of  Discipleship. 


Dr.  Alfred  Norris 
Host  District  Superintendent 


George 
Host  Pastor  and  Registrar 


Carey  Martin 
Chairman,  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship 
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Another  test  for  church-related  schools  What  kind  of  witness  do  our 

Churrh-rplated  institutions  of  hioher  bv  the  SuDreme  Court  on  the  nrinrinlp  nf  rumninino  unit  oia  u  "frionH  Dm 


Church-related  institutions  of  higher 
education  received  yet  another 
discouraging  word  last  week  with  the 
decision  of  Western  Maryland  College  to 
drop  its  affiliation  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church  rather  than  proceed 
with  its  case  to  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  (see  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

The  loss  of  Western  Maryland  as  a 
church-related  school  per  se  is  minimal. 
The  UMC’s  Baltimore  Conference  has 
provided  only  token  financial  support  in 
recent  years,  and  has  been  involved  only 
fraternally  in  the  school’s  operations. 

But  the  Western  Maryland  case  offered 
a  means  for  attaining  a  definitive  ruling 

Martin  Luther 
King  and  the 

Bicentennial 

The  seventh  anniversary  of  Martin 
Luther  King's  assassination  came  and 
went  this  year  with  little  notice.  When 
one  looks  at  the  photograph  taken  of  King 
on  the  balcony  of  a  Memphis  motel 
where,  a  short  time  later,  a  rifle  shot 
ended  his  life,  one  again  realizes  that 
those  with  him  at  the  time  are  still  ac¬ 
tively  involved  in  his  work.  Jesse 
Jackson,  Hosea  Williams  and  Ralph 
Abernathy  are  still  trying  to  implement 
his  dream  at  the  grass-roots  level; 
Congressmen  Andrew  Young  and  Walter 
Fauntroy  are  carrying  on  King’s  struggle 
from  within  the  system. 

Despite  the  continuing  efforts  of  King’s 
followers,  however,  the  struggle  for 
justice  which  he  symbolized  has  been 
pushed  further  and  further  from  public 
consciousness  each  year  since  his  death. 
Although  his  personal  charisma  is  still 
much  missed,  the  fact  does  not 
adequately  explain  the  demise  of  the  civil 
rights  movement.  Nor  does  the  passage 
of  fairer  laws  justify  the  decreasing 
visibility  of  a  struggle  still  being  waged 
to  secure  justice  for  those  at  the  lowest 
levels  of  our  society. 

Perhaps  the  nation  has  forgotten  King 
and  his  cause  partly  because  of  the 
coming  U.  S.  bicentennial  celebration. 
There  is  something  about  nostalgia  that 
invests  past  injustices  with  the  charm  of 
tradition.  Those  who  revere  the 
American  past  tend  not  only  to  overlook 
the  inequities  of  other  eras,  but  also  to 
pine  for  the  good  old  days  when 
bewiggered  darkies  stoically  drove  their 
masters’  ornate  horse-drawn  carriages 
and  uncomplaining  black  servants 
politely  greeted  visitors  to  the  mansions 
for  holiday  parties.  Because  that 'Idyllic 
scene  is  frozen  in  Americans’  images  of 
the  past,  there  is  a  curious  aura  of 
security  about  it  —  and  a  compelling 
attractiveness.  We  are  often  guilty  of 
making  liturgy  out  of  our  history. 

A  proper  perspective  on  the  bicen¬ 
tennial  should  focus  less  on  tradition  and 
more  on  revolution.  Patriots  like  Tom 
Paine  expressed  the  truest  spirit) Of  our 
nation’s  founding.  They  evidenced  no 
patience  for  class-preserving  traditions 
or  painless  evolutionary  changes.  They 
forced  the  colonists  to  choose  liberty  or 
death. 

It  is  that  sharp  illuminating  con¬ 
sciousness  about  the  history  of  our 
nation's  beginnings  that  is  missing  from 
our  celebration  today.  If  more 
Americans  knew  that  just  before  the  War 
for  Independence  every  black  person  and 
most  whites  tactily  assumed  that  the 
independence  movement  would  also 
herald  the  end  of  slavery,  King  and  the 
struggles  he  represented  might  be  more 
prominent  in  the  public  consciousness 
during  the  bicentennial. 

Rightly  understood,  the  bicentennial 
should  illuminate  the  unfinished 
revolution  begun  in  1776  and  supply  the 
impetus  for  its  successful  completion 
within  the  framework  of  our  democratic 
institutions.  Affirming  the  aims  of 
Martin  Luther  King’s  struggles  would  be 
a  good  start  in  that  direction. 

—Cornish  R.  Rogers 

<  1975  by  the  Christian  Century  Foundation 
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by  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  principle  of 
public  support  for  church-related  in¬ 
stitutions  of  higher  education. 

State  funds  to  Western  Maryland  and 
four  Roman  Catholic  schools  were  tied  up 
by  a  suit  filed  in  1972.  In  a  subsequent 
appeal,  a  Federal  District  Court  ruled  in 
favor  of  the  church  schools’  eligibility  to 
receive  public  support,  stating:  “State 
grants  to  church-related  institutions  of 
higher  learning  do  not  create  a  sub¬ 
stantial  danger  of  political  entanglement 
between  church  and  state.” 

Those  filing  the  suit  appealed  this 
ruling  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which 
agreed  to  consider  the  case  this  fall.  That 
Western  Maryland  chose  to  disaffiliate 
with  the  church  and  withdraw  from  the 
suit  at  this  late  stage  is  most  un¬ 
fortunate.  Fortunately,  the  Catholic 
schools  plan  to  proceed  through  the 
judicial  process 

Church-related  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  continue  to  provide  a  worthwhile 
alternative  to  large  state-operated  in¬ 
stitutions  of  higher  education.  But  they 
are  being  squeezed  and  challenged  on 
many  fronts,  one  of  which  is  by  persons 
who  are  relentlessly  pushing  for  an 
absolute  separation  of  church  and  state 
interests. 

We  believe,  as  do  many  others,  that 
public  funds  to  support  the  education  of 
students  in  private  colleges  in  no  way 
violates  the  principle  of  church-state 
separation.  But  the  veil  of  uncertainly 
will  not  be  lifted  until  the  Supreme  Court 
settles  the  issue  with  a  definitive  ruling. 
The  outcome  of  that  ruling  will  affect 
virtually  every  church-related  school  in 
the  country.  Despite  Western  Maryland’s 
precipitous  decision,  we  hope  that  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  will  still  intervene  in  the 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


remaining  suit  via  a  “friend  of  the  court’’ 
brief,  so  as  to  help  represent  the 
legitimate  interests  of  our  church-related 
colleges  and  universities. 


6 money  making9  projects  make? 


“Regarding  last  week's  sermon  about 
the  hairs  of  your  head  being  numbered. 
I’m  not  sure  if  I  appreciate  the 
anonymous  letter  stating  that  I’m 
making  it  easier  for  the  Lord  all  the 
time."  [Cartoon  idea  by  Gerald  Vaughn, 
Overland  Park,  Kansas] 


By  DON  F.  RENSHAW 

Recently  a  conversation  with  one  of  the 
leading  laymen  of  this  parish  brought  to 
focus  a  growing  concern  of  mine 
regarding  what  I  believe  reflects  a 
dangerous  trend  in  United  Methodism. 
Over  coffee,  this  layman  and  I  were 
conversing  about  United  Methodist 
dedication  and  stewardship  as  reflected 
in  the  ratio  of  attendance  to  membership 
and  in  the  relationship  of  giving  to  the 
economy  of  the  United  States. 

With  this  conversation  in  mind,  I 
reflected  on  the  many  reports  that  come 
from  across  the  church  telling  of  budgets 
being  raised,  benevolences  being  funded, 
and  special  projects  being  undertaken  by 
way  of  “money-making  projects” 
sponsored  by  local  churches.  Sales, 
auctions,  gimmicks  of  every  kind  to  raise 
funds  to  meet  obligations  seem  to  be  the 
order  of  the  day.  Yet  I  wonder  how  many 
have  paused  to  reflect  on  the  witness  this 
creates  or  the  level  of  commitment  it 
reflects. 

I  cannot  conceive  of  a  fairer  system 
than  ours  for  the  budgeting  of  benevolent 
and  connectional  expense,  with  each 
church  apportioned  amounts  on  the  basis 
of  previous  giving  and  membership  on  an 
unbiased  mathematical  system.  Local 
budgets  are,  of  course,  constructed  by 
local  church  leaders,  duly  elected.  Why, 
then,  cannot  the  level  of  United 
Methodist  dedication  be  based  on 
committed  personal  giving,  rather  than 
on  seeking  to  raise  funds  from  sources 
outside  the  church  to  meet  obligations 
we,  ourselves,  basically  control?  Is  our 


concern  for  World  Service,  community 
ministries,  advance  giving  to  the  cause  of 
our  Lord,  and  all  the  other  concerns  of 
our  church,  at  such  a  law  ebb  that  we  no 
longer  are  willing  to  take  seriously  our 
own  obligations  to  sacrificial  giving? 
Must  we  depend  on  the  sales  of  com¬ 
modities  to  meet  our  church’s  fairly 
incurred  expenses?  Is  there  another 
alternative? 

To  the  latter  question,  I  must  reply 
"yes” !  It  is  the  alternative  of  the  tithe  as 
a  minimum  standard  of  giving.  Without 
advocating  any  legalisms  or  slavish 
obedience  to  an  Old  Testament  principle, 
I,  nevertheless,  must  reexamine  my  own 
life  in  the  light  of  God’s  ownership  of  the 
entire  created  order,  and  recognize  that 
the  tithe  is  symbolic  of  that  total 
ownership.  As  such,  as  we  give  the  tithe, 
we  are  committing  the  other  nine-tenths 
in  an  orderly  way  to  responsible  living.  It 
is  not  the  paying  of  a  debt,  for  in  the  light 
of  God’s  grace  attempts  to  repay  would 
be  impossible.  His  gift  to  us  all  cannot  in 
any  way  be  matched  or  repaid.  But  in 
acknowledgment  that  in  His  mercy  He 
has  granted  us  all  that  we  have  and  are  in 
trust,  let  us  be  responsible  to  his  act  of 
love  as  we  give  our  tithes  to  him  through 
the  church. 

In  this  way,  our  witness  will  be  af¬ 
firmed  by  the  carrying  out  and  meeting 
of  our  financial  obligations.  We  will  not 
be  asking  others  to  help  pay  our  debts, 
and  most  of  all,  we  will  be  giving  a  firm 
and  positive  testimony  of  our  reliance  on 
the  trustworthiness  of  God  to  meet  every 
need  of  life.  Those  of  us  who  love  the 


Don  Renshaw 


United  Methodist  Church  and  are 
grateful  that  she  has  mothered  us 
through  most  of  our  lives  should  ask 
ourselves  what  image  she  holds,  through 
us,  before  the  communities  she  is  called 
to  serve. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Don 
F.  Renshaw,  is  pastor  of  the  First  UMC, 
Sulphur  Springs,  Texas  in  the  North 
Texas  Conference. 

Welcome  new  local  editions 

With  last  week’s  issue,  two 
congregations  initiated  local  church 
editions  of  TM/  UMR  whereby  their 
news  is  published  each  week  in  com¬ 
bination  with  annual  conference  news 
and  mailed  to  each  of  their  member 
families. 

The  new  congregations  and  their 
circulations  are:  First  UMC,  Compton, 
California  (Southern  Calif ornia-Arizona 
Conference),  276;  and  Highland  Heights 
UMC  in  Memphis,  Tennessee  (Memphis 
Conference),  550. 

To  our  new  readers,  we  say  a  belated 
“Welcome.  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  informative,  and  that 
you  will  join  with  others  in  providing 
feedback  via  ’Letters  to  the  Editor’.”  To 
our  continuing  readers  across  the 
church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM/  UMR.” 


Values  of  ‘The  Living  Bible’  outweigh  its  defects 


To  the  Editor: 

As  an  ordinary  man  who  has  been 
teaching  Sunday  School  in  an  adult  class 
at  our  church  for  some  years,  I  was  in¬ 
terested  in  the  viewpoints  of  Dr.  George 
A.  Buttrick  outlined  in  your  March  28th 
issue. 

Certainly  83  years  of  living  by  itself 
gives  Dr.  Buttrick  credentials,  and  his  27 
years  as  a  pastor  of  a  great  church  in 
New  York  City  qualifies  him  to  speak 
with  authority.  Therefore,  I  find  myself 
questioning  my  judgment  when  I  read  his 
opinion  of  “The  Living  Bible.” 

Having  stumbled  through  nearly  50 
years  of  living  on  God’s  earth  without 
making  any  serious  effort  to  read  His 
book,  I  came  upon  a  version  which  I 
could  understand.  I  am  not  alone,  as  the 
facts  Dr.  Buttrick  points  out  tend  to 
confirm  Six  million  copies  “priced 
exhorhitantly”  must  mean  that  some  six 
million  people  valued  what  they  were 
buying  more  than  they  valued  the  dollars 
they  spent. 

I  have  purchased  four  copies:  one  for 
my  wife ;  one  for  myself ;  one  as  a  gift  to  a 
class  member  “who  never  had  a  copy  of 
the  Old  Testament  before,”  and  one  to 
keep  in  my  office,  until  one  of  my  em¬ 
ployees  had  deep  and  tragic  problems, 
and  I  gave  it  to  him. 

People  understand  “The  Living  Bible.” 
It  helps  them  relate  God’s  message  to 
themselves,  their  problems,  and  their 
lives.  Our  Sunday  School  class  of  504- 
regular  members  have  really  become 
interested  in  Bible  study,  and  I  attribute 
a  great  part  of  this  interest  (which  is 
new-found  on  the  part  of  most)  to  “The 
Living  Bible.” 

No,  I  am  not  a  scholar,  certainly  not  as 
learned  as  Dr.  Buttrick  and  never  will  be. 
But  with  my  limited  knowledge  I  must 
say  that  it  will  take  years  to  assess  the 
great  strides  forward  in  Christian 
learning  which  are  occuring  today  as  a 
result  of  the  publishing  of  a  readable  and 
understandable  Bible  —  “The  Living 
Bible.”  If  this  is  "sloppy  and  slanted,” 
then  perhaps  we  should  reevaluate  our 
systems  of  judgment.  ^  , 

Robert  F.  Green 
Miami,  Florida 

GCOM  priorities  lauded; 
war  statements  criticized 
To  the  Editor: 

It  was  indeed  encouraging  to  read  in 
the  March  28  issue  of  TM/  UMR  that  the 
United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Ministries  set  two  immediate  church¬ 
wide  priorities:  hunger  and  the  crisis  of 
the  ethnic  minority  churches.  These  are 
needs  which  we,  as  Methodists,  feel  we 
can  contribute  to. 

I  didn’t  have  the  same  reaction  to  the 
March  21  article  in  which  some 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish 
officials  were  quoted  as  saying:  “To 
prolong  this  brutal  war  even  for  a  few 
months  is  not  a  moral  posture  of  which 
our  nation  can  be  proud.” 

One  of  these  officials  was  the  United 
Methodist  Bishop,  Paul  Washburn,  of 
Chicago,  and  president  of  our  church’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

This  same  Bishop  Washburn  went  to 
North  Vietnam  last  November.  When  he 
came  home,  he  issued  a  statement  at 
O’Hare  airport  which  was  reported  in  the 
Chicago  Tribune.  In  that  article  he  said 
that  reconstruction  in  North  Vietnam 
was  an  immense  task  which  he  believed 
American  Christians  should  help  share. 
Also,  he  added  that  there  was  already  a 
drive  underway  to  raise  $3  million  for  a 
Fund  for  Reconciliation  and  Recon¬ 
struction  in  Indochina. 

I  would  like  to  know  how  anyone  can 
contribute  to  a  country  that  broke  its 
peace  treaty  as  soon  as  it  had  signed  it  in 
1973.  North  Vietnam  continues  to  wage 
war  and  causes  great  destruction,  suf¬ 
fering  and  enormous  numbers  of  deaths. 

A  great  many  families  had  sons  in  the 
South  Vietnam  conflict.  Many  of  those 
same  young  men  are  working  in  their 


local  churches.  To  ask  these  young  men 
and  families  to  contribute  to  North 
Vietnam  when  they  are  still  waging  war 
is  brutal.  We  were  lucky:  our  son  came 
home.  But  many  of  his  friends  who  flew 
helicopters  in  his  unit  did  not  come  back 
at  all,  or  if  they  did,  they  were  crippled 
for  life. 

A  person  becomes  disinterested  in 
supporting  the  church  when  individuals 
who  control  the  money  have  such  poor 
judgment. 

Mrs.  F.  Byron  B.  Cory 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

A  challenging  article  on 
hunger  and  tax  rebates 

To  the  Editor: 

Hats  off  to  the  editor’s  challenging 
article  on  how  to  spend  the  tax  rebate 
(TM/  UMR,  April  4)1  i 

I  know'  that  our  family  as  well  as 
others  like  ourselves  living  in  a 
Methodist  parsonage  are  feeling  the 
economic  pinch,  as  are  many  families  in 
our  churches.  Both  my  wife  and  I  are 
salaried;  we  are  still  making  payments 
on  one  of  our  two  vehicles,  and  we  have 
two  sons  studying  in  the  same  university 
at  the  same  time.  Yet,  we  are  aware  that 
there  are  many  who  don’t  have  the  basic 
necessities  as  we  do. 

There  is  much  that  we  could  do  with 
whatever  rebate  we  receive.  But  we  have 
decided  that  we  will  give  a  very  generous 
portion  (the  percentage  not  yet  decided) 
to  World  Hunger  Appeal,  UMCOR.  In  our 
family  we  can’t  imagine  what  it’s  like  to 
be  hungry  for  more  than  a  couple  of 
hours  at  a  time,  simply  because  of  eating 
a  late  meal.  We  will  make  an  appeal  and 
suggest  to  members  of  our  congregation 
that  they  consider  seriously  how  their 
rebate  might  be  a  means  to  provide  relief 
and  assistance  to  those  with  needs  much 
greater  than  ours. 

Herb  Tavenner 

Idalou,  Texas 

We  should  consider 
joining  with  ‘ A.D 

To  the  Editor: 

With  “United  Methodists  Today”  being 
discontinued  because  of  declining  cir¬ 
culation  and  increasing  costs 
(TM/  UMR,  April  4),  I  would  urge  that 
we  seriously  consider  joint  publication  of 
the  general  church  magazine  “A.D.” 
which  is  already  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  and  has  a 
monthly  circulation  of  half  a  million. 

Each  time  I  read  “A.D.”  I  am  im¬ 
pressed  with  its  editorial  quality,  its 
balanced  coverage,  and  its  attractive 
format.  There  are  separate  editions  for 
each  of  the  sponsoring  denominations 
which  allows  “tailoring”  part  of  each 
issue  to  denominational  interests, 
without  sacrificing  the  economic  ad¬ 
vantage  and  ecumenical  desirability  of  a 
joint  publication.  . .  „  .  , 

Gerald  H.  Anderson 
Ventnor,  New  Jersey 

If  sales  are  declining , 
improve  the  product 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  disappointed  to  read  in  the  April  4 
Issue  of  TM/  UMR  that  the  Board  of 
Publication  has  found  it  necessary  to 
cease  publication  of  “Today”  magazine 
and  are  planning  also  to  decrease  the 
number  of  Cokesbury  Regional  Service 
Centers  from  six  to  three. 

I  enjoyed  reading  “Today”  because  it 
presented  a  a  national  coverage  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  However,  if 
only  a  little  more  than  one  per  cent  of  the 
church  membership  was  subscribing  to 
“Today,”  the  magazine  must  have  been 
lacking  in  appeal  to  the  church  members 
The  same  theory  may  be  applied  to  the 
decrease  in  sales  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  materials.  If 
Cokesbury  wishes  to  increase  its  sales, 
better  materials  must  be  made  available 
to  us.  I  am  finding  that  more  and  more 


United  Methodists  are  not  using  the 
liberal  and  secular  United  Methodist 
publications  in  church  schools.  Instead, 
they  are  purchasing  more  fundamental 
and  conservative  religious  literature 
from  independent  religious  publishing 
companies.  When  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  offers  more  religious 
literature  to  satisfy  our  needs,  their  sales 
will  increase. 

Mrs.  Sherman  Gilmer 

Bristol,  Virginia 

You9ve  found  the  formula 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  the  sad  news  of  the 
discontinuation  of  "United  Methodists 
Today”  and  its  insert  for  clergy 
(TM/  UMR,  April  4).  I  am  sorry  this  has 
happened,  but  have  increased  ap¬ 
preciation,  of  what  you  are  {icing  with 
TM/  UMR.  You  have  found  a. .fprxnula 
which  they  have  not  found.  Not  since  Roy 
L.  Smith’s  days  have  the  General 
Publications  known  how  to  reach 
Methodists.  Perhaps  in  those  days  we 
were  less  pluralistic. 

Anyway,  this  is  to  thank  you  for  the 
good  work  you  continue  to  do  in 
Methodist  newspapering,  and  to  express 
my  hope  and  prayers  that  your 


newspaper  will  continue  to  grow  and 
prosper. 

LeRoy  Sewell 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Prayer  is  our  most 
potent  ally  against  sin 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  14  issue  of  TM/  UMR, 
there  was  an  article  regarding  the 
satanist  movie  “Black  Mass.” 

It  seems  to  me,  in  this  furor  in 
Philadelphia,  that  someone  has 
overlooked  our  most  potent  ally  in  our 
war  against  sin  in  all  areas.  Instead  of 
seeking  the  help  of  all  mortals,  why  not 
just  simply  appeal  to  all  Christians 
everywhere  to  pray  to  God  for  His  help  in 
stopping  this  kind  of  glory  for  Satan. 

You  know,  one  thing  that  impresses  me 
about  Jesus'  miracles  is  the  fact  that  His 
power  was  always  present.  Yet  it  was  not 
released  until  someone  asked  for  it  to  be 
used. 

I  firmly  believe,  as  I  am  sure  you  do, 
that  it  is  still  available  and  that  proviso 
still  remains  in  effect.  Why  is  it  we  are  so 
prone  to  ignore  this  promise  of  Divine 
Help  and  act  on  the  premise  that  we 
humans  have  to  band  together  and  do  it 
all  by  ourselves? 


I  would  prefer  that  one  day,  or  hour  in 
one  day,  be  designated  for  prayer,  ob¬ 
served  by  all  Christians  everywhere,  to 
accomplish  what  Bishop  Ault  and  others 
want  done.  I,  personally  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  our  prayers  would  be 
ignored,  nor  do  I  believe  that  God  has 
revoked  His  promise  that  “Whatever  two 
or  three  agree  on  will  be  done.” 

Margaret  Grant 
 Odem,  Texas 


•  . you  must  love  your  neighbor. 

I’m  afraid  that  detente  Isn’t  enough.” 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Cart  a  Christian  relate  to  others 
from  the  middle  of  the  road? 


“When  it  comes  to  politics,  I’m  a 
middle-of-the-roader,”  the  old  man  said. 
“That’s  someone  who  gets  sideswiped  on 
both  sides.”  He  laughed  to  himself.  I 
politely  smiled. 

“I’m  going  to  Oklahoma  City  to  see  my 
daughter  and  grandkids,”  he  said.  “Ain’t 
seen  ’em  for  couple  a  years  now.  Got 
another  daughter  in  Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas.  Gonna  go  see  her  too.” 

The  old  man  and  I  were  aboard  an 
airport  van  in  Tulsa,  Ok.  I  was  on  my 
way  to  cover  a  meeting  for  TM/  UMR 
and  he  was  on  his  way  from  the  airport  to 
a  bus  station.  The  van  was  small  and 
stuffy  as  ten  passengers  sat  cramped 
among  luggage  and  garment  bags  ob¬ 
viously  hoping  for  the  ride  to  hurry  up 
and  end. 

The  old  man  had  shown  up  at  the  van 
after  the  rest  of  us  were  already  on 
board.  A  porter  had  pushed  him  in  an 
airport  wheelchair  and  a  second  porter 
had  carried  his  luggage  and  walker. 

“I  think  I  need  a  little  help  up,”  he  said 
to  me  as  he  reached  out  his  hand  from  the 
wheelchair  to  where  I  sat  in  the  van. 
“Broke  my  hip  last  fall  and  it  just  doesn’t 
seem  to  heal  right.  Silliest  thing  in  the 
whole  world  —  I  used  to  drink  a  lot  and 
never  fell  down  once.  Now  I  don’t  drink 
anything  but  water  and  coffee  and  I  fell 
and  broke  my  hip.” 

The  bus  rolled  on  and  the  old  man 
continued  to  chatter.  No  one  else  said  a 
word  as  his  screechy,  high-pitched  voice 
filled  the  fan. 

“When  it  comes  to  politics,  I’m  a 
middle-of-the-roader,”  he  repeated. 
“That’s  someone  who  gets  sideswiped  on 
both  sides.”  He  laughed  again.  Other 
persons  on  the  bus  looked  at  each  other 
and  smiled  —  not  about  the  joke  this 
time,  but  about  the  old  man. 

He  continued  to  babble  as  I  continued 
to  half  listen  and  half  think  about  the 
meeting  I  was  about  to  attend  and 
whether  or  not  I  had  remembered  my 
shaving  cream.  In  the  process  I  was 
unable  to  escape  learning  that  he  lives 
alone  in  West  Texas,  doesn’t  like  snow, 
hates  Denver,  doesn't  have  any  relatives 
except  his  children  and  (once  again)  that 
he  is  a  middle  of  the  roader  who  gets 
sideswiped  on  both  sides.  He  also  in¬ 
formed  me  that  he  had  flown  into  Tulsa 
with  plans  to  catch  a  bus  for  the  three- 
hour  ride  to  Oklahoma  City  in  order  to 


avoid  a  flight  directly  to  Oklahoma  City 
which  had  a  two-hour  delay  in  Dallas. 

To  me  such  a  decision  added  up  to  a  lot 
of  trouble  for  a  man  with  a  broken  hip 
and  a  net  loss  of  one  hour  on  his  journey. 
To  him  it  meant  he  had  saved  himself  two 
hours  of  sitting  still  in  Dallas. 

I  started  to  feel  sorry  for  the  old  man.  I 
also  felt  more  than  a  little  bit  of  guilt  that 
I  had  been  wishing  he  would  be  quiet  and 
let  me  ride  in  peace.  He  was  obviously 
lonely.  He  was  obviously  unprepared 
physically  to  take  on  the  solo  trip  he  had 
embarked  on. 

He  was  in  a  crowded  van  with  nine 
other  human  beings,  yet  for  30  minutes 
he  had  ridden  alone  —  talking  to  himself, 
joking  with  himself,  comforting  himself. 

I  turned  to  speak  to  him  just  as  the  van 
pulled  up  to  the  bus  station.  “I  think  this 
must  be  where  I  get  off,”  he  said  to  no 


one  in  particular.  “I  think  I’m  gonna 
need  a  hand  with  this  darn  walker.” 

The  bus  driver  and  I  helped  him  off  the 
bus  and  to  his  walker.  “I’m  a  middle-of- 
the-roader,”  he  began  again.  At  that 
point  I  wanted  to  tell  him  I  was  sorry  I 
hadn’t  listened  to  him,  or  been  more 
friendly.  I  wanted  to  explain  I  was  tired 
from  the  trip,  I  was  busy,  and  my  mind 
was  elsewhere.  Yet  as  he  finished  telling 
me  what  it  was  like  to  be  a  middle-of-the- 
roader  I  realized  I  could  explain  nothing 
to  him,  or  even  to  myself. 

Ironically,  on  a  30  minute  van  ride 
from  the  Tulsa  airport  I  had  allowed 
myself  also  to  become  a  middle-of-the- 
roader  —  a  Christian  middle-of-the- 
roader  —  and  I  had  discovered  that  was 
very  much  like  not  being  a  Christian  at 
all. 

-BUD  HERRON 


Scarritt’s  Life  Income  Plans 
bring  you  many  benefits 


Increase  your  present  income 

Increase  your  tax  deductions 

Reduce  your  estate  taxes 

Reduce  or  eliminate  your  tax  on  capital  gains 

Earn  income  for  your  life  and  lives  of  your  beneficiaries 

Improve  your  estate  planning 

,  Build  a  continuing  memorial  in  your  name  at  Scarritt  College 

Scarritt  Gift  Annuities  pay  you  up  to  10%  per  year. 

Through  other  plans  you  can  create  income  from 
appreciated  real  estate,  stocks  and  other  securities.  • 

You  can  end  management  problems. 


Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 


You,  together  with 
Scarritt's  worldwide  ministry, 
can  benefit  the  world. 

Write  for  the  full  story. 


FILL  OUT  AND  MAIL  THIS  COUPON 
Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 

Please  send  the  full  story  about  my  benefits  from  Scarritt's  Life  Income  Plan. 

Name _ _ _ 


Address. 
City _ 


.Zip. 


-Sex  . 
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Managing 
‘ like  Jesus 
would' 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn. 
—  As  the  1975 
baseball  season 
opens,  Alvin  Dark, 
manager  of  the 
Oakland  Athletics, 
will  no  doubt  once 
again  be  talking 
Bible  along  with 
baseball  to  his  club. 
Recently  Mr.  Dark 
said  here  that  he 
tries  to  manage  his 
team  “like  Jesus 
Christ  would.”  He 
is  pictured  here 
[right]  talking  with 
Herb  Washington 
during  a  workout 
for  last  Ocober’s 
World  Series,  which 
the  A’s  won. 
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W.  Maryland  College  suit  dismissed 

United  Methodist  ties  severed;  school  to  receive  state  grants 
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BMCR  confronts  ‘crisis’ 
in  black  local  churches 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

MINNEAPOLIS — In  a  major  shift  of 
emphasis,  an  Ad  Hoc  Consultation  of 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
(BMCR)  recently  developed  a  series  of 
proposals  focusing  on  the  church  at  the 
local  church  level.  The  proposals  are 
designed  to  stem  what  many  are 
referring  to  as  a  crisis  in  black 
congregations. 

Citing  a  shortage  of  black  ministers  as 
a  prime  factor  in  the  decline  of  black 
churches,  BMCR  executive  director  Mrs. 
Thelma  Barnes,  of  Atlanta,  presented  the 
proposals  to  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  and  urged  their 
support.  If  approved,  the  proposals 
would  place  100  additional  black  pastors 
in  local  churches  and  create  or  strength¬ 
en  100  black  churches  across  the 
denomination  by  1980 

The  report  also  asked  for  help  in 
establishing  a  center  for  social  change  in 
each  of  United  Methodism’s  five 
jurisdictions,  as  a  model  form  of  local 
church  nurture  and  outreach  for  both 
black  and  white  congregations. 

Improvement  in  public  secondary 
schools  for  blacks,  aid  for  black  colleges 
as  “the  main  source  for  black  church 
leadership,"  and  a  study  of  United 
Methodist  communications  as  they  relate 
to  black  concerns  were  also  part  of  the 
package  of  proposals. 

Telling  the  bishops  that  “significant 
progress"  in  integration  has  been  made 
at  the  national  church  level,  Mrs.  Barnes 
said  progress  is  less  evident  at 
jurisdictional  and  annual  conference 


levels,  and  least  evident  at  the  local 
church  level. 

Although  the  goal  should  be  inclusive, 
integrated  congregations,  the  report  said 
strong  black  churches  are  needed  to 
serve  black  communities. 

In  proposing  a  goal  of  100  black  pastors 
by  1980,  BMCR  called  on  the  General 
Conference  of  1976  to  adopt  a  massive 
program  of  recruitment  and  scholarship 
aid  for  black  seminarians,  a  program 
that  by  1977  would  permit  the  church  to 
“annually  recruit  and  graduate  at  least 
100  black  women  and  men  from 
seminaries.” 

Under  the  proposal,  funding  for  black 
seminarians  would  be  provided  by  a 
guaranteed  percentage  of  Ministerial 
Education  funds  now  available  to  semi¬ 
naries,  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  and  annual  conferences. 

To  strengthen  existing  churches  or 
create  new  ones,  the  group  asked  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  help 
establish  and  develop  model  black 
churches  in  25  cities  where  there  are 
sizeable  black  populations.  And  it  called 
on  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  to  allocate  40  percent  of  its  self¬ 
development  funds  for  local  church 
projects  in  the  black  community. 

Local  church  centers  for  social  change, 
the  BMCR  report  said,  could  “organize, 
recruit  and  train  community  people  in 
strategies  for  effecting  social  change.” 
To  be  implemented  and  initially  funded 
by  several  general  boards  and  agencies, 
they  would  be  initiated  and  supported  at 
annual  conference  and  local  church 
levels.  f 


Self- development  urged 
by  BMCR’si  Thelma  Barnes 


TM/UMR 
Staff  Special 
MINNEAPOLIS - 
Developing  a  truly 
inclusive  United 
Methodist  Church  is 
an  ideal  which  is 
hard  to  reach  but 
well  wortH  reaching 
for,  says  Mrs.  Thel¬ 
ma  Barnes,  a  black  | 
laywoman  who  has  been  "reaching"  for 
years. 

The  executive  director  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR) 
feels  far  from  hopeless  about  what  she 
calls  a  crisis  of  “revival  and  survival”  in 
United  Methodism’s  black  churches. 

But  she  believes  the  black  church  must 
take  the  responsibility  to  develop  itself 
before  it  can  expect  a  truly  inclusive 
church  to  develop  denomination-wide. 

“I  believe  in  an  inclusive  church  and  I 
believe  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  — 
it’s  a  good  institution,”  she  told 
TM/UMR  here  recently.  “We  are 
merged  on  paper.  But  actually,  to 
develop  an  inclusive  church  in  the  lives 
and  hearts  of  people  will  be  hard  work 
and  will  take  time.  The  black  church 
must  develop  itself .  ” 

To  help  beef  up  black  local  churches 
and  create  new  ones  across  the  nation, 
Mrs.  Barnes  brought  a  series  of  BMCR 
proposals  to  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
meeting  here  —  proposals  which  got  a 
good  reception  from  the  bishops,  she 
said.  (See  related  story  elsewhere  on  this 
page.) 

Mrs.  Barnes  attributed  the  current 
“crisis”  in  black  churches  largely  to  lack 
of  pastoral  leadership  in  adequate 
numbers.  A  major  BMCR  proposal  calls 
for  help  in  recruiting  new  black  ministers 
to  replace  those  being  lost  by  attrition. 

“Open  inineracy  has  been  a  major 

‘Gangsterism’  charged 
against  S.  Korea 

ATLANTA  (RNS)  —  Dr.  George  Ogle, 
a  United  Methodist  missionary  who  was 
expelled  from  South  Korea  earlier  this 
year,  described  the  hanging  of  eight  men 
in  Seoul  by  the  Park  Chung  Hee  govern¬ 
ment  as  “a  type  of  gangsterism  that  was 
even  far  out  for  Park.” 

Their  executions  took  place  in  Seoul 
Penitentiary  on  April  9,  after  the  eight 
men  were  convicted  by  a  military  court 
of  having  been  member  sof  a  Communist 
spy  group. 

Dr.  Ogle  was  ousted  from  South  Korea 
partly  on  grounds  of  alleged  political 
activities  in  praying  publicly  for  the  eight 
condemned  prisoners. 


focus  of  BMCR.  But  it  has  worked  in  only 
one  direction  so  far:  away  from  the  black 
church.  Every  time  a  black  pastor  is 
‘'promoted'  to  a  white  church  or  a 
general  board  of  agency  staff  position,  he 
is  lost  to  the  black  church  with  no 
reciprocal  replacement  by  a  strong  white 
pastor  for  the  black  church.” 

She  suggested  that  rather  than  trying 
to  move  black  pastors  into  better 
positions,  black  churches  should  con¬ 
centrate  on  becoming  stronger  them¬ 
selves.  Then,  Mrs.  Barnes  mused, 
perhaps  some  strong  white  ministers 
would  aspire  to  serve  these  black 
churches. 

After  five  years  with  BMCR,  which  is 
based  in  Atlanta,  and  prior  service  with 
the  Delta  Ministry  in  Mississippi,  Mrs. 
Barnes  feels  strongly  about  each  in¬ 
dividual’s  responsibility  to  work  toward 
an  inclusive  church.  "Many  of  us  may 
never  see  the  ultimate,  but  we  must  each 
work  for  it.  If  there  is  a  divine 
questionnaire  someday,”  she  smiled,  “it 
won’t  ask  what  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  its  committees  did,  but  what 
did  you  do?” 

Nor  was  she  disillusioned  as  many 
blacks  were,  she  says,  when  the  United 
Methodist  merger  which  abolished  the 
black  Central  Jurisdiction  did  not  bring 
automatic  equality  and  acceptance  for 
blacks  by  the  white  majority.  “I  didn’t 
expect  it  to  happen  all  at  once  as  some 
did, ''-Mrs.  Barnes  said,  “so  I  wasn’t  dis¬ 
illusioned.  I  believe  as  followers  of 
Christ,  we  must  continue  to  work  toward 
a  truly  inclusive  church.” 

Working  toward  it  through  BMCR  now 
looks  very  promising,  she  believes. 
BMCR  proposals  will  go  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  to  various 
boards  and  agencies  for  consideration.  If 
approved,  Mrs.  Barnes  says,  new  oppor¬ 
tunities  should  open  up  for  black  and 
white  congregations  to  work  together,  as 
well  as  for  black  churches  to  strengthen 
and  renew  themselves. 

Meanwhile  in  typical  down-to-earth 
fashion,  she  continues  to  point  up  some 
specific  concerns  she  feels  the  church 
will  have  to  deal  with:  “Many  ministers 
talk  over  the  heads  of  people.  Greater 
simplicity  is  needed." 

“Black  churches  are  losing  members. 
We  can’t  be  stronger  within  the  in¬ 
stitution  unless  we  grow." 

“Most  black  members  are  not  really 
concerned  about  what  goes  on  in  the 
connectional  system. " 

But  returning  to  her  hopeful  mood 
about  the  United  Methodist  Church,  Mrs. 
Barnes  said,  "Yes,  it  will  be  around. 
There’s  a  lot  of  growth  at  the  local  level. 
You  learn  a  lot  of  things. 

“I  was  originally  a  Baptist,  but  once  I 
joined  the  United  Methodist  Church,  I 
liked  it.” 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

WESTMINSTER,  Md.  -  A  suit  pend¬ 
ing  before  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
against  Western  Maryland  College  here 
has  been  dismissed,  but  at  the  cost  of  the 
college  severing  all  ties  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

TM/  UMR  Baltimore  Conference 
editor  Anders  Lunt  reported  the  First 
Amendment  suit,  begun  in  1972, 
challenged  the  legality  of  five  Maryland 
schools,  including  U.M. -related  Western 
Maryland,  to  receive  state  institutional 
grants  because  of  past  or  present  church 
affiliation. 

In  a  settlement  out  of  court,  the  college 
agreed  to  sever  all  ties  with  the  UMC  and 
achieve  greater  diversification  of  mem¬ 
bership  on  its  board  of  trustees,  and  in 
the  faculty  of  its  department  of  philoso¬ 
phy  and  religion  now  staffed  by  U.M. 
clergy. 

Dr.  Thomas  Trotter,  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  Nashville,  expressed  disap¬ 
pointment  to  TM/  UMR  by  telephone.  He 
said  that  the  church  would  no  longer  be  a 
party  to  testing  the  constitutional 
problems  in  court  now  that  the  suit 
against  Western  Maryland  is  dismissed. 

“We  wanted  clarification  on  the  con¬ 
stitutional  issues,”  he  said,  “because  the 
ruling  might  have  bearing  on  the 
church’s  schools  in  36  other  states.” 
Suits  tie  up  $1  million 

Western  Maryland  President  Dr. 
Ralph  C.  John  told  Mr.  Lunt  that  the 
court  suits  have  tied  up  nearly  $1  million 
in  state  institutional  grants.  Originally, 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State  and  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  joined  four  Maryland 
taxpayers  in  a  suit  against  four  Roman 
Catholic  colleges  and  Western  Maryland. 
Later  court  decisions  ruled  that  the  two 
organizations  could  not  participate 
because  of  their  non-profit,  non-tax¬ 
paying  status. 

The  initial  court  decision  went  in  favor 
of  the  four  taxpayer  plaintiffs.  As  a  result 
Western  Maryland  lost  $500,000  commit¬ 
ted  to  it  by  the  state.  The  money  had  been 
earmarked  for  construction  costs  of  a 
new  building  for  which  contracts  had 
already  been  signed. 

A  federal  district  court  then  upheld  the 
constitutionality  of  the  law  that  provided 
for  the  grants  to  the  five  colleges.  This 
released  to  Western  Maryland  $417,000  in 
1974  state  funds  held  in  escrow  pending  a 
decision. 

Most  recently  the  group  of  four  tax¬ 
payers  appealed  this  federal  court 
decision  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which 
agreed  to  hear  the  case.  At  issue  is  the 
district  court’s  ruling  that  the  state 
grants  to  church  related  institutions  of 
1  ’higR&f J rearrring  do  not  “treate  a  sub¬ 
stantial  danger  of  political  entangle¬ 
ment”  between  church  and  state. 

In  releasing  the  information  on  the 
settlement,  Dr.  John  told  Mr.  Lunt:  “We 
recognize  with  pride  our  heritage  as  a 
college  which  for  many  years  was 
sponsored  and  partially  supported  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  These  are 
different  times,  however,  and  the 
changes  which  have  been  made  are 
consistent  with  the  educational 
philosophy  and  objective  approved  by  the 
faculty  and  trustees  in  1968.” 
University  Senate  responds 

Dr.  Fred  Harris,  associate  general 
secretary  for  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  told  TM/  UMR 
that  a  committee  of  the  University 
Senate,  accrediting  agency  of  the  church, 
has  issued  a  statement  asking  whether 
church  capital  funds  have  been  invested 
in  Western  Maryland  College. 

If  none  have  been  invested,  the  com¬ 
mittee  recommends  accepting  the 
Western  Maryland  College  disassocia 
tion  from  the  UMC,  regrets  the  way 
the  separation  was  handled  and  further 
recommends  that  some  unit  of  the 
church  file  an  “amicus  curiae”  brief 
to  the  suit  still  pending  before  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  committee  report  is 
tentative,  subject  to  ratification  by  the 
University  Senate. 

Dr.  Harris  expressed  disappointment 
that  the  Western  Maryland  trustees  did 
not  contact  the  University  Senate  in  the 
“time-honored”  manner  to  inform  them 
of  the  pending  change  of  relationship. 


Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of  the  UMC’s 
Washington,  D.C.  Area,  it  was  learned, 
also  did  not  know  of  the  impending 
change. 

Western  Maryland  College  currently 
has  an  enrollment  of  1,268  under¬ 
graduate  students,  of  whom  ap¬ 


proximately  27  per  cent  are  U.M.  Its 
fraternal  and  voluntary  relationship  to 
the  Baltimore  Conference  goes  back  to 
1868. 

1972  was  the  last  year  in  which  Western 
Maryland  received  any  funds  from  the 
Baltimore  Conference;  $39,400  was  paid 


that  year.  The  1974  session  removed  the 
college  from  the  conference  budget  at  the 
request  of  the  school.  Lawyers  had  told' 
the  trustees  that  the  appearance  of  the 
college  in  the  conference  budget  was 
“legally  damaging”  in  view  of  the  court 
case. 


Evangelicals  vs.  mission  staff 

Two  groups  decide  they  ‘may  never  reach  an  agreement’ 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  After  more  than  a  year 
of  formal  and  informal  dialogue, 
representatives  of  United  Methodism’s 
foreign  missions  agency  and  members  of 
an  unofficial  organization  promoting 
“evangelistic  emphasis”  in  missions 
agreed  here  April  10  that  they  “may 
never  be  able  to  reach  an  agreement.” 

That  conclusion  was  one  of  the  few  that 
was  drawn  by  both  sides  after  two  days  of 
meetings  which  saw  representatives  of 
the  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
(EMC),  an  unofficial  alliance  of  United 
Methodist  evangelicals,  first  meet  with 
staff  members  of  the  denomination’s 
World  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  then  with  staff  members 
of  the  Division  on  Education  and 
Cultivation. 

The  mood  was  one  of  frustration  on 
both  sides  as  mission  agency  staff  per¬ 
sons  and  EMC  representatives  re-tra¬ 
veled  each  other’s  paths  of  Christian 
mission  philosophy  searching  for  a 
common  ground  to  work  from. 

An  awareness  came  out  in  the 
meetings  that  the  two  groups  were 
working  out  of  different  assumptions 
about  the  Christian  faith  and  mission. 
Yet  in  the  confines  of  the  time  available, 
neither  group  could  define  its  own 
position  or  those  differences  in  a  way 
which  would  keep  open  the  matter  for 


debate. 

Dr.  Lois  Miller,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Division,  seemed 
to  sum  up  the  feelings  of  the  members  of 
that  staff  toward  the  end  of  the  first  day 
of  dialogue  when  she  said,  “I  feel  the 
EMC  has  helped  us  in  many  ways  with 
their  input,  but  I  feel  it’s  becoming  ob¬ 
vious  that  we  are  at  a  point  where  further 
formal  discussion  is  becoming  less  and 
less  fruitful.  I  don’t  feel  there  is  much 
purpose  to  continuing  discussion  of  the 
scope  which  has  marked  past  meetings.” 
She  later  added  that  she  hopes 
discussions  will  continue  informally 
between  World  Division  staff  members 
and  the  EMC  members  whenever  the 
need  arises,  but  that  formal  meetings 
with  wide  staff  participation  are 
becoming  “pointless.” 

Dr.  David  Seamands,  chairman  of  the 
EMC  executive  committee,  said  it  this 
way  following  the  second  day  of 
meetings:  “I  am  not  sure  at  this  point  if 
either  side  will  ever  fully  understand  the 
other  side.  For  the  first  time,  at  this 
meeting  we  came  to  grips  with  the  reality 
of  our  differences.  I  am  beginning  to 
realize  that  those  differences  are  greater 
than  I  had  hoped  they  would  prove  to  be.” 
Our  basic  problem 

"Our  basic  problem,  it  seems,”  said 
Dr.  Charles  Germany,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  program  in  the  World 
Division,  “is  that  we  have  never  had  a 
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Claim  ‘ misinterpreted ’ 

Mission  officials  deny 
imperialism  charges 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist 
mission  officials  meeting  here  April  10 
with  representatives  of  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  (EMC)  have 
strongly  objected  to  and  denied  EMC 
charges  that  policy  statements  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  toward  Latin 
American  churches  are ’^spiritually 
imperialistic  and  colonialistic.’’  (see 
story,  TM/UMR  March  28.) 

Saying  that  such  statements  have 
grown  out  of  “a  grave  misreading  of 
policy,”  two  members  of  the  board’s 
Latin  America  committee  and  a  staff 
member  of  the  Latin  America  team  not 
only  censured  the  EMC  for  making  such 
statements  but  decried  the  release  of  the 
statement  by  the  EMC  to  the  press  as  a 
violation  of  ethics  built  up  between  the 
two  groups. 

The  EMC  statement  referred  to  came 
out  of  a  meeting  of  the  group’s  executive 
committee  last  month  in  St.  Louis.  At 
that  time  the  EMC  issued  a  press  release 
saying  certain  statements  in  official 
Latin  American  publications  of  the  board 
are  “spiritually  imperialistic  and 
colonialistic”  and  that  staff  persons  who 
follow  such  policies  should  be  dismissed. 

The  EMC  referred  to  statements  which 
said  that  in  “extreme  cases”  where  the 
demands  of  the  Gospel  as  understood  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  are  in 
conflict  with  actions  taken  by  a  national 
church  that  the  board  has  the  option  of 
working  through  other  agencies  in  that 
country  outside  of  the  denomination. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Daugherty,  a  member 
of  the  Latin  America  Committee,  said  the 
EMC  had  “totally  misinterpreted”  the 
meaning  of  the  controversial  statements 
and  had  taken  the  matter  completely  out 
of  context. 

“The  whole  purpose  of  the  report  is  to 
guard  against  the  kind  of  imperialism 


Annual  conference  tests  new 
method  of  electing  delegates 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

LOS  ANGELES  —  While  an  increasing 
number  of  observers  have  questioned  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  traditional 
method  of  electing  delegates  to  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences,  one 
annual  conference  is  doing  something 
about  it. 

For  most  annual  conferences,  the 
customary  procedure  of  election  involves 
submitting  the  name  of  a  person  —  and 
all  conference  members  are  eligible  — 
during  balloting  and,  by  a  process  of 
elimination,  whittling  down  the  slate  of 
names  to  the  number  required. 

The  Southern  California-Arizona 
Conference  four  years  ago  revamped  this 
traditional  method  by  establishing  a 
nomination  procedure  whereby  lay 
nomineees  are  elected  from  a  list 
compiled  prior  to  annual  conference. 
Last  year  the  conference  approved  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  experiment  to  include  the 
clergy. 

Also  new  this  year  is  the  role  of  the 
district  conference.  Each  district  con¬ 
ference  chose  five  clergy  and  five  lay 
nominees  from  among  those  placed  in 
initial  nomination.  Since  the  nominations 
were  not  limited  to  individuals  from 
within  one’s  own  district,  one  minister 
was  selected  by  two  districts,  resulting  in 
one  less  clergy  nomination  than  the 


maximum  allowed.  Thus,  49  ministers 
and  50  laypersons  have  now  been 
nominated  by  the  conference’s  10  dis¬ 
tricts  for  consideration  as  delegates  to 
the  1976  General  and  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ferences. 

From  these  99  nominees,  11  clergy  and 
11  lay  delegates  will  be  elected  for  the 
two-week  General  Conference  scheduled 
for  April  and  May,  1976,  at  Portland,  Ore. 

The  district  nomination  procedure 
encourages  what  Mr.  Ray  Wilson,  editor 
of  the  “Circuit  West"  edition  of  the 
TM/  UMR,  termed  “the  consideration  of 
additional  names  of  many  qualified, 
though  less  prominent,  individuals”  as 
potential  delegates  to  the  quadrennial 
meetings.  One  common  complaint,  he 
explained,  is  that  many  of  the  same 
persons  are  elected,  year  after  year. 

In  a  telephone  interview  Mr.  Wilson 
stressed,  however,  that  this  is  “only  a 
part  of  the  total  election  process.” 
Provisions  will  be  made  for  additional 
written  nominations  to  be  presented  at 
Annual  Conference,  as  well  as  for 
nominations  from  the  floor. 

District  conference  spokespersons,  he 
added,  have  indicated  that  the  new 
nomination  model  provides  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  districts  to  play  a  more 
significant  role  in  the  overall  election 
process. 


and  colonialism  you  are  accusing  us  of,” 
he  told  the  EMC  members. 

He  went  on  to  say  that  the  approved 
policy  is  for  “extreme  cases”  and  that  in 
no  case  in  modern  mission  history  has 
such  an  action  actually  been  taken. 

“I  am  doubly  disappointed  in  the 
EMC,”  Mr.  Daugherty  said.  "I  am 
disappointed’  that  its  members  would 
makesuch  a  statement  and  alsdtthat  they 
would  make  it  to  the  press  without  first 
coming  to  us  with  the  charges.” 

Dr  David  Seamands,  chairman  of  the 
EMC  executive  committee,  maintained 
the  original  charges  and  said  such  action 
is  now  taking  place  in  Latin  America 
according  to  information  he  has  from  a 
number  of  national  bishops  there. 

Reading  excerpts  from  notes  taken  in 
conversations  with  bishops  in  Chile, 
Argentina,  Brazil  and  Bolivia,  Dr.  Sea¬ 
mands  each  bishop  complained  that  he 
would  like  to  have  missionaries  who 
place  more  emphasis  in  evangelism  but 
“are  of  the  opinion  that  such  a  request 
would  meet  resistance  in  the  World 
Division.’ 

He  also  said  some  Latin  American 
church  leaders  have  complained  that 
United  Methodist  money  is  going  to 
organizations  outside  of  their  national 
church  and  for  causes  they  don’t  always 
support. 

World  Division  officials  said  that  no 
money  earmarked  for  any  church  in 
Latin  America  is  being  sidetracked  to 
any  agency  outside  the  church,  but  that 
the  confusion  may  come  from  the  fact 
that  the  board  does  send  other  money 
through  channels  such  as  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  for  use  in  ecumeni¬ 
cal  projects  all  over  the  world  which  are 
not  tied  to  Methodist  churches. 

Dr.  Seamands  maintained  that  such 
funding  is  indeed  of  the  sort  he  referred 
to  as  “spiritually  imperialistic  and 
colonialistic.”  Division  staff  members 
denied  such  charges  saying  the  money 
going  to  non-Methodist  agencies  has 
nothing  to  do  with  money  sent  to 
Methodist  churches. 

Dr.  Seamands  said  the  Board  should 
work  only  through  projects  national 
churches  were  in  sympathy  with  and  if  a 
need  is  obviously  not  being  met  then  the 
national  churches  should  be  “prodded.” 

Dr.  Tracy  Jones,  general  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  countered 
by  referring  to  earlier  statements  Dr. 
Seamands  had  made  about  the  urgent 
need  to  “reach  the  unreached”  overseas 
with  the  Gospel  by  sending  missionaries 
where  nationals  were  not  yet  involved. 
He  asked,  “If  the  national  church  does 
not  see  a  need  to  reach  the  unreached, 
should  we  go  against  its  will  and  send 
missionaries  or  other  support  to  do  the 
job?” 


r  EYE  PROBLEMS? 

Gentle  LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  floats 
out  dust  and  irritants.  Relieves  burning  and 
itching.  Soothes  away  redness.  Solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  sore,  tired,  dull  eyes.  Ask  for  genuine 
LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  druggist.  For  gentle,  soothing 
relief.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  back. 


meeting  of  minds  on  what  the  word 
‘evangelism’  means.”  He  said  that  the 
issue  needs  to  be  worked  out  theol¬ 
ogically  before  it  can  be  approached 
from  the  stand  point  of  program. 

Several  other  World  Division  staff 
members  echoed  Dr.  Germany’s 
assessment  saying  that  “the  hidden 
agenda”  has  always  been  a  basic 
theological  debate  which  must  be  settled 
before  there  can  be  any  major  changes  in 
program  direction.  Dr.  Germany  said  the 
formulation  of  a  theology  of  mission  is 
very  important,  but  must  be  done  with 
input  not  only  from  the  EMC  but  from 
other  church  groups  such  as  represen¬ 
tatives  of  various  minority  groups  and 
from  members  of  overseas  churches. 

During  April  11  meetings  between  the 
EMC  and  the  Division  on  Education  and 
Cultivation  (the  division  responsible  for 
production  of  magazines  and  study 
materials  for  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries)  Dr.  Seamands  said  both 
“Response”  magazine  and  “New  World 
Outlook”  have  made  strides  during 
recent  months  in  presenting  more  of  “the 
evangelical  point  of  view”  but  that 
“evangelicals  still  have  problems  with 
some  of  the  material  being  used.” 
Vertical  Christianity 
Dr.  Seamands  spoke  of  “vertical” 
Christianity  (the  direct  relationship 
between  an  individual  and  God)  and 
“horizontal”  Christianity  (the  ex¬ 
pression  and  acting  out  of  the  faith  in  the 
world  through  relations  with  other 
people)  and  said  the  publications  have 
plenty  of  the  latter  and  not  enough  of  the 

former. 

Magazine  editors  expressed  a 
willingness  to  print  more  articles  about 
person?!  faith  and  challenged  United 
Methodist  evangelicals  to  provide  such 
material. 

Left  up  in  the  air  by  the  meeting  was 
the  question  of  what  role  the  EMC  will 
play  in  the  future  in  light  of  the  end  of 
formal  talks  with  the  World  Division. 

Dr.  Miller  said  the  World  Division 
“door  is  always  open  to  any  group”  and 
expressed  hopes  that  more  “profitable 
means”  will  now  evolve  through  which 
more  progress  can  be  made 
Dr.  Seamands  said  that  without  the 
availability  of  formal  meetings  there 
probably  will  be  increased  efforts  by  the 
EMC  to  work  “behind  the  scenes”  but  he 
stressed  his  organization  will  continue  to 
work  through  proper  church  channels. 
He  said  if  minds  can  not  be  changed,  the 
pressure  will  have  to  be  there  to  make 
the  board  at  least  feel  the  desires  of  the 
EMC  when  decisions  are  made. 


Late  Model  Used 
School  Buses 

36-66  Passenger 
CARR’S  Import  Motors 
Ptone  (813)  752-7301 

Plant  City,  Fla.  335M 


Eight  Children  - 
No  Parents ! 


Mary  Angeli  is  one  of  eight 
children  without  father  or  mother. 
The  mother  died  in  1970,  and  the 
father  passed  away  the  day  after 
Christmas.  1974.  We  took  this 
lovable  little  10-year-old  girl  of 
India  into  our  orphanage,  but  now 
we  need  help  in  keeping  her  there. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Mary  Angeli  or  some 
other  deserving  child  in  one  of  our 
orphanages  in  India,  Sarawak,  or 
Korea  will  be  &  rewarding  project 
for  an  individual  or  a  group. 
Thousands  are  starving  in  India 
right  now.  We  will  send  you  full 
information  on  “your”  child,  and 
you  may  write  him  if  you  wish.  Y'ou 
will  not  be  asked  to  sign  a  contract. 
The  cost:  Still  just  $10  a  month. 
WORLD  S  CHILDREN,  INC.  is 
approved  by  the  U.S.  government 
so  that  payments  are  tax  deduc¬ 
tible.  Investing  in  a  child  is  In¬ 
vesting  in  eternity! 


WORLDS 

CHILDREN 


1  wish  to  sponsor  a 
child  where  need  is 

greatest _ 

i  I  prefer  a  child  in 


Name 

Street 

City 


Enclosed  is  payment 

for  first  month _ 

Full  Year _ 


State  and  Zip 


WRITE  TO:  Rev  &  Mrs.  Albert 
E.  Purviance.  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC.,  Box  626, 
Cheyenne.  Wyoming  82001. 
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Mission  execs :  aid  Y iets  responsibly 


Evacuation  of  children  could  be  irresponsible ,  they  claim 


Methodist  leader  Chiang  Kai-shek  dies  at  87 

TAIPEI,  Taiwan  [RNS] — Chiang  Kai-shek,  the  president  of  Nationalist  China  who 
was  described  in  the  1  trios  as  “Christendom’s  most  famous  living  convert,"  died 
here  April  5  following  a  heart  attack.  He  was  87  years  old. 

The  generalissimo,  a  Methodist,  was  the  last  of  the  Big  Four  Allied  leaders  of 
World  War  II.  In  1949,  he  left  mainland  China,  by  then  under  Communist  control  to 
head  the  exiled  Nationalists  on  Taiwan. 

In  the  early  1930s,  Chiang  was  baptized  by  Methodist  Bishop  Z.  T.  Kaung  of 
Peiping  [Peking].  He  championed  the  missionary  cause  in  China. 

The  Chinese  leader  became  known  for  his  simple,  almost  austere,  personal  life¬ 
style,  and  his  daily  meditation  and  Bible  reading.  While  a  strongly  self-professed 
Christian,  he  retained  elements  of  Confucianism,  especially  a  belief  in  the  public 
benefits  of  virtue. 

Madame  Chiang  Kai-shek,  wife  of  China’s  leader  and  also  a  Methodist,  endorsed 
the  1944  Methodist  "crusade  for  a  new  world  order”  embracing  world  justice  and 
world  brotherhood." 

In  April  1943,  The  New  York  Times  carried  a  three-column  story  under  the 
headline.  “Chiang  and  His  Wife  Laud  Christianity,"  which  was  distributed  by  the 
North  American  Newspaper  Alliance  through  the  permission  of  The  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


The  generalissimo’s  by-line  piece  was  entitled, 
wife’s  was  captioned.  “I  Confess  My  Faith." 

U.M.  Asian-Americans 


Bear  My  Witness,”  while  his 
RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


By  MARTHA  MAN 

United  Methodist  Communications 

NEW  YORK  —  "Deliberate  concern 
for  careful  judgment”  must  be  applied  in 
response  to  the  plight  of  the  Vietnamese 
people,  according  to  executives  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

"While  we  attempt  to  respond  to  their 
(Vietnamese)  needs,  we  are  aware  of  our 
mere  mortality,”  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines 
said  in  a  statement  issued  here  April  4. 
"We  dare  not  play  God,  yet  we  feel  we 
must  serve  humankind  where  possible." 

Dr.  Haines,  executive  of  the 
denomination’s  relief  agency  and  vice 
chairman  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Church  World  Service 
department,  noted  that  indiscriminate 
evacuation  of  Vietnamese  refugees, 
particularly  children,  could  be  as 
irresponsible  as  failure  to  respond  at  all 
to  the  current  chaotic  situation  in 
Indochina. 

In  a  letter  to  United  Methodist  Women 
conference  officers  also  dated  April  4, 
Ms.  Peggy  Billings  and  Ms.  Mia  Adjali, 
both  of  the  Christian  Social  Relations 
section  of  the  Women’s  Division,  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  news  coverage  of 
the  situation  in  South  Vietnam  might 
“distort  the  situation  in  two  areas  of 
concern”  —  the  situation  of  people  in 
areas  now  controlled  by  the  Provisional 
Revolutionary  Government  (PRG- 
Vietcong),  and  the  situation  related  to 
children. 

Dr.  Haines’  statement  was  issued  as 
calls  began  to  pour  in  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  office 
urging  the  church  to  bring  pressure  on 
the  United  States  government  to  bring  all 


Smallest  ethnic  group  forms 
board;  sets  concerns ,  budget 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

CHICAGO.  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Meeting  in 
the  city  where  the  idea  of  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  caucuses  in  Methodism  originated, 
some  two  dozen  lay  persons  and  min¬ 
isters  completed  organization  here 
April  11-12  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Asian-American  United  Methodists 
(NFAAUM). 

Included  was  selection  of  officers, 
adoption  of  by-laws,  selection  of  a 
national  director,  a  start  on  program¬ 
ming,  and  an  airing  of  the  same  concerns 
of  survival  as  an  ethnic  group,  recruit¬ 
ment,  empowerment  and  leadership 
development  and  training  that  charac¬ 
terize  caucuses  representing  other 
minority  groups  in  the  denomination. 

There  are  an  estimated  13,500  Arian- 
Americans  in  the  10,000.000-member 
denomination  made  up  of  persons  of 
Chinese,  Filipino,  Japanese,  Korean,  and 
Pacific  Islands  heritage.  Along  with 
American  Indians,  it  is  the  smallest  of 
the  United  Methodist  ethnic  groupings. 

Making  up  the  NFAAUM  board  which 
met  here  are  four  persons  each  chosen  by 
Asian-American  caucuses  in  the  North 


Central,  Northeastern,  South  Central  and 
Southeastern  jurisdictions,  and  ten  from 
the  Western  Jurisdiction  where  most  of 
the  membership  is  located. 

Chosen  to  head  the  National  Federa¬ 
tion  was  the  Rev.  Lloyd  K.  Wake,  San 
Francisco,  Calif.,  president  of  the  Glide 
Foundation  and  Minister  of  Community 
Life  at  Glide  Memorial  Church. 

Named  executive  director  of  NFAAUM 
was  the  Rev.  Jonah  Chang  of  Oakland, 
Calif.,  head  of  the  Office  of  Asian-Ameri¬ 
can  Ministries  in  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction. 

The  board  adopted  a  proposed  adminis¬ 
trative  Budget  calling  for  expenditure  of 
$51,686  ih  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1. 
The  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
will  be  asked  to  fund  some  $44,000  of  this 
amount,  with  the  remainder  to  come 
from  jurisdictional  caucuses. 

Turning  to  possible  programming,  the 
board  voted  to  ask  the  National  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for 
$100,000  in  the  next  fiscal  year  for  work 
with  the  various  ethnic  groupings  in  the 
federation,  and  other  activities. 

Although  their  present  numbers  within 
the  denomination  are  small,  the  board 
was  told  that  within  the  past  five  years  it 


the  Vietnamese  orphans  to  the  U.  S. 

"In  light  of  the  long  American  in¬ 
volvement  in  Vietnam,  we  have  a 
responsibility  to  open  the  doors  of  our 
country  to  those  who  feel  they  would 
want  to  leave  Vietnam.  We  must  be 
accountable  to  these  people,”  Dr.  Haines 
said. 

However,  he  drew  a  distinction  be¬ 
tween  refugees  who,  as  adults,  are  better 
prepared  to  make  such  a  life-long 
decision  and  children,  many  of  whom  are 
infants,  who  are  unable  to  participate  in 
such  a  choice. 


"Where  there  are  clear-cut  cases  of 
orphan  children  and  there  is  guaranteed 
placement  for  them  here,  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  through  UMCOR,  is 
moving  rapidly  to  meet  their  needs,”  Dr. 
Haines  said.  "Currently,  such  efforts 
involve  about  2,000  children  who  already 
have  been  processed  for  adoption. 

"However,  many  of  the  Vietnamese 
children  referred  to  as  ‘orphans’  are  not 
without  families.  In  such  cases,  our 
initial  efforts  must  be  to  reunite  these 
Vietnamese  families,  to  aid  in  locating 
the  parents  erf  these  children.  Another 


concern  is  that  we  do  not  further  uproot 
these  young  Vietnamese  citizens  from 
their  Asian  culture  unnecessarily.  Our 
(CWS)  staff  in  Saigon  is  asking  Viet¬ 
namese  families  to  take  one  or  more 
refugee  children  into  their  homes  until 
the  situation  is  clearer. 

“A  further  consideration  for  us  must  be 
a  good  assurance  that  those  children 
brought  to  our  shores  will  be  well  cared 
for,”  Dr.  Haines  continued.  “To  bring 
thousands  of  youngsters  into  the  U.  S. 
without  the  guarantee  of  a  sponsoring 
family  would  be  irresponsible.” 


‘Shrink  art 


New  process  cuts 
learning  down  to  size 


is  estimated  that  the  Korean  population 
in  the  U.  S.  has  increased  by  500  per  cent, 
the  Filipino  by  200  per  cent,  and  the 
Chinese  by  50  per  cent.  Projections  show 
that  the  present  toal  of  Asian-American 
population  is  expected  to  triple  or  even 
quadruple  by  1985. 

The  board  also  asked  for  establishment 
of  an  Asian-American  “talent  bank,”  for 
possible  executive  staff  members  of 
denominational  boards  and  agencies, 
voiced  its  concern  at  the  absence  of  any 
Asian-American  staff  executives  on  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  and  in  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
urged  thfe  election  of  ethnic  minority 
delegates  to  the  1976  General  Conference, 
and  issued  a  call  to  Asian-American 
youth  to  consider  church-related  voca¬ 
tions. 

Addressing  a  banquet  at  Chicago’s 
Christian  Fellowship  Church,  the  Rev. 
Woodie  White,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  told 
the  board  members,  and  others  attending 
the  sessions,  that  an  ethnic  caucus,  “as 
the  church,  does  not  exist  as  an  end  in 
itself,  but  as  a  means  by  which  the  gospel 
can  be  proclaimed  more  effectively.” 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Did  you  know  that  ‘way 
back  when,  a  church  sanctuary  was  built 
with  the  baptismal  font  just  inside  the 
entrance,  as  a  symbol  that  only  after 
baptism  could  one  enter  fully  into  the  life 
of  the  church?  And  that  worshippers  who 
were  still  unbaptized  had  to  stand  in  the 
foyer  during  services? 

Twenty-five  sixth  graders  at  Lovers 
Lane  United  Methodist  Church  here 
could  tell  you  that  and  a  good  deal  more 
about  the  whys  and  wherefore  of  church 
structure,  after  a  study  of  “The  Church” 
both  physical  and  theological. 

And  out  of  the  youngsters’  two-month 
active  learning  project  grew  a  miniature 
plywood  church,  complete  with  stained 
glass  windows  they  produced  through  a 
unique  process  called  “shrink  art.” 

Alive  with  color  and  rich  with  Christian 
symbols,  which  students  had  also 
researched,  seven  tiny  windows  which 
began  as  large  sheets  of  clear  acetate 
now  grace  the  three-by-four-foot  church 
model. 

Magic?  No,  but  the  children  found  it 
pretty  exciting,  says  the  Rev.  Ed  Upton, 
an  associate  pastor  at  Lovers  Lane,  who 
first  learned  of  “shrink  art”  at  a 
Christian  Educators’  Fellowship 
workshop  in  Green  Lake,  Wise,  last  fall. 

Shrinking  an  11  x  14-inch  piece  of 
"shrink  art  acetate”  available  in  most 
craft  shops,  to  one-fifth  its  size  is  easy, 
Mr.  Upton  says.  And  the  technique  can  be 
used  in  a  variety  of  “artful”  ways:  in 
making  decorative,  permanent  name- 
tags,  for  example,  a  project  his  con¬ 
firmation  class  has  just  completed. 

For  those  who  might  like  to  try  the 
“recipe”  for  stained  glass  windows, 
here’s  how  it’s  done: 

Sketch  the  outlines  of  a  design  on  one 
side  of  the  sheet  of  shrink  art  acetate 
with  black  or  dark  brown  permanent 
marker.  Then  turn  the  sheet  over  and 
fill  in  the  outlines  with  the  desired  colors. 

Place  the  sheet  on  a  flat  surface,  such 
as  a  cookie  tin  covered  with  aluminum 
foil,  and  put  it  in  a  350-400-degree  oven  for 
20-30  seconds.  The  sheet  may  curl,  but  in 
most  cases  will  flatten  out  again.  If  it 
doesn’t,  try  separating  it  with  a  spatula. 

Remove  from  oven,  The  material  will 
cool  immediately  and  will  have  shrunk  to 
approximately  one-fifth  its  size. 


L  to 


David  Hughes ,  shrink  artist,  at  work 


Final  product  draws  young  admirer  Ellen  Heselton 


Married  for  42  years 

Love  should  begin  at  home, 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Casta  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver  tsing  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  *8.75  ^ 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  SI. 00  per  Inserdta 

CHOIR  -  MISSION  -  SKI  BUS  TRIPS  can  be 
better  planned,  there  Is  better  equipment,  you 
can  get  more  for  your  money.  Find  out  tree 
what  hundreds  of  churches  do  successfully. 
Trav-Con,  Bob  Evans.  3040  Park  Lane.  No.  133, 

DIRECTOR-ADMINISTRATOR:  Require  a 
person  with  working  knowledge  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  several  of  the  following  service 
areas:  counseling,  neighborhood  development. 
Christian  worship  and  education,  cultural 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllng  Dr.. 
Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  799-5019. 

MUSICIAN  LOOKING  FOR  full  time  Job  as 
church  organist,  choir  director.  Have  training. 

United  Methodist  Church  Union.  850  Smlthfleld 

SL.  Pittsburgh.  Pa.  15222. 

same  experience.  Available  June  1.  Write  for 

resume:  Box  61.  LaPlata.  Mo.  63549. 

qualified  in  counseling  and  music,  desires  I 

quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio  program 
is  available  to  you  and  your  community 

FOR  SALE:  Twenty-nine  8- foot  and  eleven  10- 

pastorate  or  related  position.  For  further  In-  1 

formation,  rail  (717)  343-2838. 

without  coat.  Your  only  responsibility  Is  either 
to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated,  sponsored 
or  underwritten.  We  provide  the  tape;  com- 

Counts.  Box  693.  Marble  Falls.  Texas  78654, 

(512  )  693-2352.  693-4839. 

GEMS  FROM  JAMES  by  Donald  Charles 

Lacy.  Excellent  for:  devotional  reading.  Bible  1 

pletely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour.  P.  O.  Box 

77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 

Basic  to  advanced  seminar  Sept.  7-20. 

study,  preaching  Ideas,  prayer  group  or  class  j 

discussion.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Lacy  has  contributed 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 

Advanced  to  professional  Sept.  28  -  Oct.  11. 
Master  design  seminar ;  date  to  be  announced. 
Room,  board  and  tuition,  all  materials  *530. 

For  brochure,  write:  P.  O.  Box  4605 M,  Santa 

Fe.  New  Mexico  87501. 

School."  "The  Interpreter,"  and  many  other 
periodicals.  He  Is  the  author  of  the  Tidings 

Tr act -of-the- Month  for  April.  1975,  entitled 
"The  Three  R’s.”  He  Is  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  In  Seymour.  Ind. 

Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 

available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non -dr  takers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

AFRICA  -  HOLY  LAND  SEMINAR:  July  17  - 
August  21. 1975.  with  Dr.  Franklin  Summer  our. 
Experienced  Seminar  leader;  Senior  Pastor, 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Vancouver. 
Washington;  Director.  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Visit  mission  stations.  Interviews 

GROUPS:  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  great 
Passion  Play!  Tickets,  lodging  and  meals,  only 
*11  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort.  Rt.  1. 
Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  72632,  Phone  (501)  253- 
8418. 

SOUTHEAST  ASIA  —  A  CHRISTIAN'S 
PRESENCE:  Our  church  wide  mission  study 
for  1975-76.  Come  join  tour  departing  Los 
Angeles  September  13.  19  days.  *1346.  Deluxe 
hotels.  American  breakfast,  plus  one  meal 
daily.  Experienced  escorts.  Brochure:  Her¬ 
man  Netzela.  3924  Rax  ton  Ave..  Los  Angeles 

90008.  | 

with  rq>resentatlve  leaders  In  church  and 
government  In  Liberia,  South  Africa. 
Rhodesia,  Kenya,  Tanzania.  Israel.  Lebanon. 

Syria.  England.  Visit  historic  sites  and 
National  Game  Reserves.  Write  Dr.  Sum¬ 
mer  our.  401  E.  33rd  St..  Vancouver.  WA.  98663. 

ORGANISTS!  I  have  a  collection  of  five 
melodic  compositions.  Ideal  for  offertories.  j 

etc.  S3  DO  value.  Obtainable  for  a  short  time  for 
$2.00.  Chord  markings  Included.  Ken  Bennett 

Music  Publishers.  Box  615.  Gladewater.  TX. 

75647. 

APPLICATIONS  ARE  BEING  ACCEPTED 
for  the  position  of  Executive  Director  of  the 
Conference  Committee  on  Camp  Facilities  of  ; 

the  Southern  California- Arizona  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Applicants 

SONG  POEMS:  Set  to  music,  cassette  tape 
recorded,  sheet  music.  One  package  offer. 
Member  ASCAP.  Christian  Song  Writers,  3803 
Deerfoot  Dr..  Chattanooga.  TN.  37406. 

BRITISH  ISLES  —  Ireland.  Scotland.  England 

Dallas  to  Dallas,  first  class.  June  16-Juty  7. 

*1482.  Write  or  call:  Mrs.  Ida  Louise  Noblln. 

7303 Centenary.  Dallas.  Texas  75225.  (214  )  368- 

should  have  a  four  year  college  degree  or  work 
equivalent,  preferably  In  the  areas  of  camp¬ 
ing.  recreation  and  management.  Please 
direct  all  correspondence  to  Dr.  David 
Wilkinson,  P.O.  Box  834.  Julian.  CA.  92036. 

SOUTH  PACIFIC  TOUR:  Sept.  12-Oct.  4.  FIJI. 
Australia.  New  Zealand.  Tahiti.  Escort:  Rev. 
James  Cain.  Australian  Methodist  serving  In 
Baltimore.  Maryland.  Brochure  from:  10  E. 

(714  )  765-0114. 

Mount  Vernon  PL.  Baltimore,  MD.  21202. 

fortabte.  Inexpensive  home  for  a  few  years? 
Stoner  Missionary  Home  now  has  space 
available  for  either  two  lady  missionaries  or  |! 

for  one  married  couple.  Residence  near 
university,  church,  busline  and  center  of  city. 

For  further  Information,  write  Falthe 

BIBLE.  BOOK  AND  GIFT  STORE  for  sale. 
Excellent  location  and  trade  territory.  Across 
from  Madison  County  Court  House,  between 
banks  and  post  office.  Sacrifice  for  cost  of 
inventory.  Purchase  of  building  may  be 
financed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Milling.  Drawer 

BEAUTIFUL  STAINED  GLASS  windows  and 
church  furniture  for  sale.  Please  cootact  Rev. 

BUI  Grisham,  P.O.  Box  218.  Leonard,  TX. 

75452.  Telephone  (214  )  587-3463. 

80303 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  *2.50  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.’s. 
ellzabeth's  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  25351. 
Hous>n-  ^exas  77005. 

CHURCH  HOSTESS,  with  16t*  years  ex¬ 
perience,  would  like  to  relocate  In  or  near 
Sarasota.  Contact  Florence  Maurer,  1006- 15th 

St..  Kenora.  W.  Va.  25530. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 

(214)  747-4540. 

TOUR:  MAY  29  JUNE  12.  Holy  Land.  Rome. 
Athens,  Cairo.  Beirut.  Cost  *1.553.  Contact  Joe 

Zink,  Jr.,  Director  of  Christian  Education,  or 
the  Rev.  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  Associate 
Minister.  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church. 
Houston.  TX..  (713  )  622-5710.  May  1  deadline. 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (817)  MI5-9203  Keene,  Texas  76059 

husband-wife  team  declare 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  A 
husband-wife  team  of  marriage  coun¬ 
selors,  who  have  been  married  to  each 
other  for  42  years,  declared  here  that  the 
fundamental  task  for  the  Christian  is 
“achieving  loving  relationships  in  our 
families.” 

David  and  Vera  Mace  told  the  seminar 

Chicago  pastor 
refutes  atheist, 
‘Church  pays  tax’ 

CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  The  pastor  of  one 
of  Chicago’s  best-known  United  Churches 
has  refuted  atheist  Madalyn  Murray 
O’Hair’s  contention  that  it  pays  no  taxes. 

In  a  recent  interview  on  WBBM-AM 
Radio,  the  local  CBS  affiliate,  Mrs. 
O’Hair  had  said  that  Chicago  Temple, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  had  a  100 
per  cent  tax  exemption.  She  added  that 
the  building  that  houses  it,  77  West 
Washington,  also  had  an  exemption 
thanks  to  one  “wee  little  chapel  (on)  the 
very  top  floor.” 

But  Dr.  Robert  Bruce  Pierce,  the 
church’s  pastor,  told  the  Chicago  Daily 
News  that  the  church  has  always  paid 
taxes.  He  also  reported  that  the 
congregation  does  not  own  the  building  or 
share  in  its  revenues. 

The  Chicago  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  Aid  Society,  a  not-for-profit 
corporation,  owns  the  22-story  building. 
According  to  Dr.  Pierce,  it  uses  income 
from  the  property  to  help  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Cook  County  with 
building  repairs  and  other  capital  im¬ 
provements. 

Elroy  Sandquist,  Jr.,  secretary  of  the 
Society,  reported  that  its  real  estate 
taxes  in  1973  totaled  $273,147,  based  on 
gross  rentals  of  $1,243,665.  Dr.  Pierce 
said  the  Temple  paid  $254,772  in  real 
estate  taxes  last  year. 

The  pastor  also  challenged  Mrs. 
O’Hair’s  statements  that  the  church  is 
“very  musty”  and  that  nobody  ever  goes 
there. 

“If  she’s  been  there,  she  knows  that’s 
wrong,”  he  said,  adding  that  the  chapel  is 
kept  in  “tip-top  shape”  and  is  visited 
daily  by  crowds  of  up  to  300  people. 


on  integrity  held  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Christian  Life  Commission 
that  "no  effort  we  make  in  other  areas  of 
Christian  endeavor,  no  preaching  of  the 
most  eloquent  sermons,  no  amount  of 
dedicated  service  to  the  church,  can 
excuse  us  from  the  central  and  primary 
task  of  making  our  religion  work  in  the 
one  unit  of  human  society  in  which  we 
exercise  major  influence.” 

They  presented  a  discussion  of 
“Integrity  in  Family  Relationships”  in  a 
dialogue  session. 

Mrs.  Mace,  an  author  and  lecturer,  told 
the  seminar  that  “for  most  of  human 
history  it  has  been  believed  the  basic  unit 
of  human  society  is  the  individual.  We 
challenge  that  whole  concept.  We  think 
the  basic  unit  of  human  society  is  the 
‘dyad’  —  two  persons  in  relationship, 
interacting  with  each  other.” 

Dr.  Mace,  professor  of  family 
sociology  at  Bowman-Gray  School  of 
Medicine  in  Winston-Salem,  N.  C., 
commented  that  integrity  in  marriage  is 
the  “true  starting  point  for  the 
achievement  of  integrity  in  human 
society.”  He  explained,  “You  can’t  raise 
the  quality  of  relationships  in  any 
community  to  a  higher  level  than  the 
quality  of  relationships  in  the  families 
that  make  up  that  community;  and  you 


can’t  raise  the  quality  of  relationships  in 
any  family  to  a  higher  level  than  the 
quality  of  relationships  in  the  marriage 
that  brought  the  family  into  being.” 

In  their  dialogue,  the  Maces  referred  to 
the  concept  of  "inter-personal  com¬ 
petence,”  proposed  in  1945  by  Ernest 
Burgess  as  a  basis  for  family  life. 
"Unfortunately,”  they  said,  “we  have 
not  yet  realized  that  men  and  women 
need  to  be  retrained  for  the  new  kind  of 
marriage,  and  the  result  is  that 
marriages  are  in  fact  crashing  all  over 
the  place.  This  is  regrettable,  but  it  isn’t 
really  the  fault  of  the  people  concerned. 
It  is  the  result  of  the  fact  that  the 
retraining  process  has  not  been  made 
available  to  them.” 

With  regard  to  relationships  between 
parents  and  children,  the  Maces  asserted 
that  the  companionship  concept  is  as 
effective  for  parenthood  as  for  marriage. 

Concluding  the  presentation,  Dr.  Mace 
said,  “Mutual  respect;  honesty  and 
realism;  confidence  and  trust;  justice 
and  fair  dealing;  responsibility  and 
accountability.  These  are  the  aspects  of 
integrity  which  we  naturally  learn  in  a 
good  family.  And  these,  surely,  are 
precisely  the  aspects  of  integrity  we  need 
to  make  any  human  society  function 
effectively.” 


6 Christ  is  here  today ’ 
sing  senior  high  youth 


MILFORD,  Del.  —  Senior  high 
youth  at  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  here  transformed  a  popular 
secular  song  into  “An  Easter  Hymn” 
to  celebrate  this  year’s  Len¬ 
ten/  Easter  season,  according  to  an 
article  in  TM/  UMR  Peninsula 
Conference’s  "Communicator.” 

Mrs.  Cheryl  Johnson,  the  parish’s 
Director  of  Religious  Education,  read 
of  the  idea  in  an  article  "Easter 
Message  in  Music"  in  Junior  High 
Wave,  the  United  Methodist 
publication  for  seventh  and  eighth 
graders. 

"I  thought  it  would  be  fun  to  write  a 
hymn  using  popular  music,”  she 
explained,  so  the  teenagers  went  to 


work  setting  the  words  to  the  tune 
“Happy  Days  Are  Here  Again.” 

An  Easter  Hymn 

Jesus  Christ  is  here  today 
He’s  risen  from  the  dead  today 
He’s  with  us  now,  He’s  here  to  stay 
Jesus  Christ  is  here  today. 

Jesus  freed  the  world  from  sin 
He  came  to  us  to  be  our  friend 
Let  us  live  a  life  of  love  and  then 
Jesus  Christ  is  here  to  stay. 

All  together  shout  it  now! 

There's  no  one  who  can  doubt  it  now 
So  let’s  tell  the  world  about  it  now! 
Jesus  Christ  is  here  to  stay. 


c/I  o  • 
X  'T> 
7)  2 


2  . 

>  ■ 


i  7)  O 
~  O 


OUT 


o  TO  70  n  -o 


x>  & 
h  a 


Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $3.00  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
reauests  to: 

\REA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 

!00  Carondelet  St. 

Vew  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 


M1 


rr  v 


APR 


25 


The 


Louisiana 


United 


lai.'lllllkll 


VOLUMES  NUMBER  19 


An  edition  of  The  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


APRIL  25.  1975 


The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  is  read  weekly  by 
more  than  12,000  United 
Methodist  families. 


o 


Bishop’s  Message 

Some  have  inquired  again  concerning  the  stand  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  abortion.  I  refer  you  to  two  sources  of  authority. 

First,  the  Book  of  Discipline,  paragraph  no.  72,  page  86, 1972  edition,  outlines 
in  detail  the  official  position  of  the  church. 

Second,  the  Council  of  Bishops,  at  its  recent  session  in  Minneapolis,  unani¬ 
mously  adopted  the  following  statement:  “While  upholding  the  sanctity  of 
human  life,  the  Council  of  Bishops  stands  opposed  to  an  amendment  to  the 
United  States  Constitution  that  would  presume  to  define  ‘the  personhood  of  the 
fetus’  and  that  would  outlaw  abortion.  Realizing  that  there  are  sharp 
differences  of  opinion  existent  between  American  religious  communities  on  this 
matter,  we  reaffirm  our  commitment  to  ecumenical  dialogue  and  relation¬ 
ships,  and  pray  that  honest  disagreements  will  not  become  obstacles  in  a 
divinely  inspired  conciliar  movement.” 

Faithfully, 

'C^***a 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Mrs.  Chrisentery 

United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Hammond  Sub-District  I  met  in  Bogalusa 
recently  at  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  UM  Church.  Highlight  of  the 


By  BISHOP  O.  EUGENE  SLATER 

[Editor's  Note:  This  newspaper  is 
printing  here  excerpts  from  an  article 
written  with  relationship  to  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  emphasis  on 
Membership  Recruitment  and  Training 
for  Christian  Discipleship.] 

One  heartening  sign  of  these  times  is 
the  new  interest  in  evangelism.  Web¬ 
ster’s  New  World  Dictionary  defines 
evangelism,  in  part,  as  “a  preaching  of, 
or  zealous  effort  to  spread,  the  gospel 
.  .  .’’Although  this  definition  is  basically 
true  to  the  nature  of  evangelism,  it  leaves 
unsaid  much  that  needs  to  be  said.  Every 
Christian’s  vocation  is  to  live  joyfully, 
freely,  meaningfully  and  obediently  in 
response  to  God’s  Word  —  spoken  in  the 
life,  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ.  For  ...  not  only  the  ordained 
minister,  but  every  Christian  is  called  to 
be  an  evangelist. 

Think,  for  a  moment,  of  some  of  the 
words  related  to  the  word  evangelism. 
Grace,  forgiveness,  preaching,  teaching- 
learning,  witnessing,  living,  caring  and 
sharing  are  only  a  few  of  them.  As  we 
consider  these  words  we  begin  to  see  the 
Sunday  School,  for  all  age  groups,  as  a 
perfect  setting  for  evangelism  and  the 
evangelistic  process. 

Here  .  .  .  is  a  relatively  small  group  of 
Christians,  entrusted  with  the  Good 
News.  One  recalls  Jesus  and  His  twelve 
disciples.  Or  one  thinks  of  the  early 
Methodist  class  meeting  and  the  op¬ 
portunity  it  afforded  to  enable  its 
members  to  develop  as  Christian 
disciples. 

Within  this  .  .  .  company  of  Christians, 
every  person  must  feel  that  he  or  she  is 
loved  by  every  person  in  the  group,  and 
loved  by  God  Himself.  The  reality  of 
God's  love  for  each  person  is  lived  out 
and  expressed  as  the  members  love  one 
another. 

Intentionally  within  the  Sunday  School 
class,  the  teaching-learning  process  goes 
on  .  .  .  Within  this  company  of  caring 
Christians  our  insights  are  broadened, 
our  consciences  made  more  sensitive, 
our  theological  understanding  is 
developed,  our  ethical  judgments  and 


Asbury  UM,  Natchitoches  Around  our  Conference 
Holy  Week  coronation 


Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery  speaks 
to  Hammond  Sub -district 

occasion  was  a  speech  by  Mrs.  Inez 
Chrisentery,  Baton  Rouge. 

Theme  of  the  program  was  “Com¬ 
mitment  -  Renewal  and  Nurture,” 
which  was  planned  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Washington  of  Hartzell 
Mount  Zion  UM  Church,  Slidell.  Others 
participating  in  the  program  included 
Miss  Emma  Burris,  Mrs.  Polly  Spence, 
Mrs.  Dora  Jackson,  and  Mrs.  Johnnye 
Butler. 

The  Hammond  District  has  more  than 
1,000  members  of  UMW  who  support  the 
work  of  the  Church.  In  1975  their  total 
pledge  to  Mission  is  $9,000,  and  results  of 
the  first  quarter  report  showed  that  the 
district  surpassed  the  anticipated  needed 
amount  to  meet  the  yearly  pledge.  Mrs. 
Margaret  Burris,  Franklinton,  is 
Hammond  District  President  of  UMW. 

Pineville  Church  Mission  Tour 
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Mr.  Asbury  and  Miss  Asbury  are  shown  with  their  court  at  recent  ceremonies  at 
Asbury  UM  Church,  Natchitoches. 

Britton;  Jousha  Hayes;  and  Isaiah 
Norwood.  Sponsors  included:  Mrs. 
Morell  Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Graham,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Demelvin 
Johnson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Britton,  Mr. 
Jousha  Hayes,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Norwood. 

During  this  church-wide  contest  more 
than  $1,000  was  raised.  Mrs.  Edward 
Ward,  Sr.,  Youth  Director  of  the  church, 
was  Mistress  of  Ceremonies  at  the 
coronation.  The  Rev.  Robert  Norwood  is 
pastor. 


Twenty-nine  persons  from  First  UM  Church,  Pineville,  took  part  in  a  Mission  Tour 
which  included  visits  to  Dulac  Community  Center,  MacDonnel  Children's  Services, 
and  Sager  Brown  School.  The  Tour  was  sponsored  by  the  Commission  on  Missions  of 
the  church.  Shown  here  are  members  of  the  group:  Mattie  Baker,  Col.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Beck,  Doris  Berry,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Burton,  Estelle  Dameron,  Georgie 
Dunbar,  Vernalea  Floyd,  Mary  Givens,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Goodgame,  Jessie 
Guillory,  Harvey  Henry,  Lula  Jones,  Robbie  Nash,  Robert  Nash,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Creed  Prestridge,  Ruby  Ryder, Vallie  Sexton,  Lillian  Scroggs,  Archie  Stewart,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Paul  Taylor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Vallery,  Jr.,  and  Eula  Wyatt. 

Evangelism  and  the  Sunday  School 


commitments  are  brought  more  nearly 
into  conformity  to  the  mind  of  Christ. 
Personal  sorrows  and  joys  are  shared, 
and  one  is  enabled  to  live,  if  he  will,  in  the 
consciousness  of  God’s  love  and 
judgment. 

But  there  is  another  important  phase  of 
evangelism  .  .  .  that  of  enlisting  others 
...  to  membership  in  the  community  of 
faith,  the  Body  of  Christ,  the  church  .  .  . 
The  Sunday  School  must  continue  to 
fulfill  the  important  function  of  bringing 
children  and  youth  to  the  age  when  they 
are  enrolled  in  a  confirmation  class,  each 
deciding  for  himself,  and  then,  receiving 
preparation  for  full  membership  in  the 
church.  It  must  see  itself,  also,  as  an 
agent  for  enlisting  and  training  un¬ 
churched  persons  and  families  to  the  end 
that  they,  too,  may  become  intelligent, 
responsible  and  committed  Christians. 

Now  is  the  time  for  the  Sunday  School 
to  take  seriously  its  responsibility  for 
enlisting  and  training  persons  for  church 
membership  and  Christian  discipleship 
...  We  must  do  it  for  Christ’s  sake,  and 
for  our  brothers’  and  sisters’  sake.  We 
must  look  upon  it  as  one  way  of 
responding  to  God’s  love  for  us  and  His 
claims  upon  us. 

From  the  retired  corner 

By  BENTLEY  8LOANE 

Retirement  (superannuation)  brings 
the  old  sermon  file  to  its  last  resting 
place.  A  sudden  call  for  help  from  a 
pastor-friend  (going  to  Dallas  on  Sunday 
night!)  sends  you  scurrying  through  the 
file  for  your  “pot  boiler.”  But  these  old 
sermons  are  “occasional,”  and  this  new 
occasion  is  right  now  in  the  midst  of 
history-shaking  events  just  coming  in  via 
television.  Here  is  the  one  preached  on 
the  Sunday  the  astronauts  landed  on  the 
moon.  It  was  great  on  that  day  (so  you 
thought).  But  nobody  cares  about  the 
moon  any  more  except  farmers  and 
college  students.  But  let’s  see  what  it’s 
about,  the  outline,  the  illustrations,  and 
the  title.  Oh  yes,  here  is  something  that 
will  be  real  useful  for  the  new  sermon.  It 
is  the  text:  Hebrews  13:8.  (by  the  way 
who  is  reading  this?) 


A  significant  Holy  Week  at  Asbury  UM 
Church,  Natchitoches,  was  culminated 
with  the  coronation  of  “Mr.  and  Miss 
Asbury.”  The  title  bearers  were  Miss 
Erika  Phillips  and  Mr.  Robert  Wayne 
Norwood. 

Mrs.  Vienna  Gay  sponsored  “Miss 
Asbury,”  and  Mrs.  Alex  Jones  sponsored 
Mr.  Asbury. 

Other  contestants  and  sponsors  were: 
Christie  Anita  Williams;  Angela 
Graham;  Chantay  Johnson;  Regina 

Bicentennial 
committee 
is  named 

The  Bicentennial  Committee,  with  Dr. 
Leon  G.  Netterville  and  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  serving  as  co-chairmen,  has 
been  named.  The  Committee  is  already 
at  work  on  plans  for  an  outstanding 
celebration. 

Names  of  the  committee  members 
follow : 

John  Jackson,  Winnfield 

Edward  G.  Randolph,  Jr.,  Alexandria 

Rev.  Don  Hall,  Bunkie 

Rev.  Stone  Caraway,  Pineville 

Mrs.  Carlyle  Chapman,  Baton  Rouge 

Fred  W.  Jackson,  Angie 

Tom  Matheny,  Hammond 

Rev.  O.  W.  Christopher,  Slidell 

J.  Y.  Foreman,  Lafayette 

Mrs.  Jimmie  P.  Owen,  Sr.,  Lafayette 

Rev.  Bob  Lawton,  Morgan  City 

Ronald  C.  Durham,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Alfred  Norris,  New  Orleans 

John  Maxwell,  Ruston 

Charles  Smith,  Springhill 

Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain,  New  Orleans 

Voris  King,  Lake  Charles 

Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  Jennings 

Hon.  Robert  G.  Jones,  Lake  Charles 

Mrs.  Horace  Austin,  Lake  Charles 

Rev.  Warren  Blakeman,  Sulphur 

Gov.  John  McKeithen,  Columbia 

William  D.  Sanders,  Monroe 

J.  Grayson  Guthrie,  Monroe 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan,  Oak  Ridge 

Rev.  William  A.  Haskell,  Delhi 

Hon.  David  Treen,  Metairie 

Hon.  Dorothy  M.  Taylor,  New  Orleans 

Wadsworth  Davis,  New  Orleans 

E.  A.  Freeman,  Shreveport 

Hon.  Joe  D.  Waggonner,  Plain  Dealing 

Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Shreveport. 

New  freedom  in 
Mozambique  reported 

(N.Y.,  UMC)  —  The  35,000  member 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Mozambique 
has  more  freedom  under  the  country’s 
FRELIMO-dominated  transitional 
government  than  it  ever  had  before, 
according  to  Bishop  Escrivao  Zunguze. 

The  concordat  between  Portugal  and 
the  Vatican  which  gave  the  Catholic 
Church  a  favored  position  in  the  former 
Portugese  African  colony  has  been 
completely  scrapped,  churches  have 
been  built  where  once  United  Methodists 
were  jailed  for  having  church  meetings, 
and  permission  has  been  granted  to  open 
primary  schools  in  rural  areas  and 
secondary  schools  at  the  mission  stations 
of  Cambini  and  Chicuque,  the  bishop  said 
March  27  during  a  visit  in  New  York  on 
his  way  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting 
in  Minneapolis.  He  described  the  general 
situation  in  the  capital  city  of  Laurenco 
Marques  as  “calm  and  steady.” 

Ministers’  grave 
markers  available 

The  Conference  Historical  Society  has 
secured  a  supply  of  the  official  markers 
for  the  graves  of  United  Methodist 
ministers,  according  to  the  Rev.  James 
E.  Christie,  president  of  the  Society. 

The  marker  is  of  cast  bronze,  five 
inches  in  diameter,  with  “United 
Methodist  Minister”  and  circuit  rider 
emblem  in  high  relief.  Provision  is  made 
for  mounting  on  a  gravestone. 

Persons  interested  may  secure  the 
marker  for  $20  (cost)  from  the  Historical 
Society,  411  Sherrouse  Avenue,  Monroe, 
La.  71201. 


First  UM  Church,  Berwick  is  holding  a 
revival  this  weekend,  April  27-30,  with 
the  Rev.  B.  Joseph  Martin  preaching. 
Ted  T.  Howes  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

•  •  • 

St.  James  UM  Church,  Marrero,  has 
announced  a  revival  for  May  4-11,  with 
Dr.  Andy  Gallman  as  evangelist.  Plans 
are  being  made  by  the  Evangelism 
Committee  of  the  church,  with  the  help  of 
Dr.  J.  David  Armold,  pastor. 

Broadmoor  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
is  holding  its  first  Broadmoor  School  of 
Life  during  the  month  of  April.  This 
happening  is  designed  for  the  entire 
family  to  meet  the  needs  of  fellowship, 
study  and  worship.  Theme  of  the  school  is 
“It’s  Your  Life,  Live  It.” 

•  •  • 

The  Rev.  John  M.  Lee  of  First  UM 
Church,  Amite,  advises  that  a  slight 
error  occurred  in  the  camping  schedule, 
and  he  wants  to  correct  it  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  those  interested.  He  will  be 
directing  Elementary  Camp  for  grades 
five  and  six  at  Camp  Istrouma  on  July  14- 
18,  and  his  address  is  802  Duncan,  Amite 
70422.  (The  incorrect  dates  appeared, 
and  interested  persons  are  urged  to  mark 
the  correct  dates,  as  stated,  July  14-18!] 
•  •  * 

First  UM  Church  of  Thibodaux  is 
rejoicing  that  their  Sunday  School 
Building  debt  has  been  paid  in  full. 
Through  gifts  from  the  congregation 
more  than  $7,200  has  been  raised  since 
1974  to  help  pay  off  the  note.  The  Rev. 
Larry  D.  Robertson  notes  that  the 
donations  were  in  addition  to  main¬ 
taining  the  church  budget  and  building 


New  members  at  Iowa  UMC 


This  group  of  young  people  was  received  into  membership  of  the  Iowa  UM  Church 
on  Palm  Sunday.  The  Rev.  John  Sayes  is  pastor. 

Dillard  students  design  school  project 


A  team  of  business  majors  enrolled  in 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans,  has 

Claiborne  UM  youth 
write,  produce  own 
worship  service 

A  catacomb  atmosphere  was  the 
background  of  a  service  presented  by  the 
Claiborne  UMYF,  West  Monroe,  for  a 
recent  worship  event  in  the  church. 

The  youth  wrote  their  own  parts,  using 
as  the  theme,  “Easter:  Past,  Present, 
Future."  The  past  was  presented  by 
David  Schlessmann;  Jodie  Schlessmann 
read  a  story  on  the  “Present;  ”  and  Gary 
Bryan  presented  his  idea  of  Easter  in  the 
present.  The  “Future"  of  Easter  was 
presented  by  Denise  Cummings.  Mike 
Shields,  a  counselor  for  the  youth  recited 
an  original  poem  which  he  had  com¬ 
posed,  using  the  title  of  the  well  known 
song,  “I’d  Like  To  Teach  The  World  To 
Sing.” 

Other  youth  took  part  as  ushers, 
acolytes,  and  readers.  They  were:  Sue 
Eley;  Martha  Eley;  Dale  Shields;  Judy 
Shields;  Becky  Cummings;  Dianne 
Walker;  and  Alan  Shields.  Tommy 
Ballard  was  pianist.  Barbara  Law  is  a 
counselor  of  this  creative  group;  and 
pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev.  Burl 
Dampier. 


designed  an  educational,  recreational 
and  cultural  enrichment  project  for 
elementary  school  children  in  the  New 
Orleans  area.  Entitled  “Growth  Per¬ 
sonified,”  the  program,  which  will  in¬ 
volve  senior  citizens  and  other  interested 
persons,  was  composed  for  the  annual 
Philip  Morris  Inc.,  competition.  Students 
taking  part  were  juniors  Linda  M. 
Gibson,  Mushell  Irby,  Patricia  A. 
Johnson  and  Carol  Richard;  and  senior 
Kerry  Sabathia. 


District  workshops 
scheduled  in  May 

The  Board  of  the  Laity  has 
scheduled  District  information 
sessions  during  the  first  half  of 
May,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
information  and  instructions  about 
the  upcoming  Annual  Conference 
May  27-30.  The  schedule  follows: 
May  1  Monroe  District 
May  2  Alexandria  District 
May  5  Lafayette  District 
May  6  Lake  Charles  District 
May  7  Ruston  District 
May  9  Baton  Rouge  District 
May  12  Hammond  District 
May  13  New  Orleans  District 
May  14  Shreveport  District 


Disaster  committee  member 
holds  instructional  meet 


Donald  Morgan  of  Roanoke  UM 
Church,  Lake  Charles  District  Chairman 
of  UMCOR  Disaster  Committee,  has  held 
four  district  wide  meetings  with  local 
church  disaster  committee  persons.  The 
purpose  of  the  meetings  has  been  to  in¬ 
struct  local  church  people  of  their  roles  in 


Participants  In  a 
Disaster  Commit¬ 
tee  program  held  at 
the  Wesley  UM 
Church,  Sulphur, 
are,  from  left: 
Gene  Phillips,  Don¬ 
ald  Morgan,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Hum¬ 
phreys,  Mrs.  Rob¬ 
ert  Rowland,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Row¬ 
land. 


up  a  Parsonage  Fund.  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  Chairman  Tom  Williams  in¬ 
dicates  that  other  plans  are  in  the 
making  for  further  building. 

•  •  • 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  of  the  University  of  South¬ 
western  Louisiana,  Lafayette,  recently 
passed  resolutions  expressing  their 
gratitude  for  the  contributions  made  to 
WF  by  the  late  Mr.  M.  Eloi  Girard,  both 
during  his  lifetime  and  in  his  will.  They 
expressed  their  high  regard  to  Mr. 
Girard’s  widow.  The  will  stipulated  a 
trust  which  will  allow  continuation  of  his 
stewardship.  Louis  J.  Schwarz  is 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
W.  Dwight  Ramsey  is  director  of  Wesley 
Foundation. 

•  •  • 

First  UM  Church,  Noble,  has  un¬ 
dergone  a  complete  renovation.  New 
Panelling  has  been  placed  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  with  a  drop  type  acoustical  ceiling. 
The  exterior  has  been  painted  and  the  old 
roof  (tin)  has  been  replaced  with  a  new 
composition  roof.  Much  of  the  work  was 
done  by  church  members.  H.  Austin 
Smith  is  pastor  of  the  Noble  church. 

•  •  • 

Women  of  the  Lafayette  District  held  a 
UMW  Spiritual  Retreat  on  April  19  at 
Longfellow  State  Park,  St.  Martinsville.  , 
The  Retreat  was  led  by  Mrs.  Robert 
McCammon,  assisted  by  Kathi  Brea- 
zeale. 


disaster  relief  work. 

At  these  meetings  Mr.  Morgan  ex¬ 
plained  the  goals  and  functions  of  the 
Disaster  Committee  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  All  Louisiana  Conference 
Districts  are  scheduled  to  have  similar 
panels  of  discussion. 


James  E.  Hodges 

The  Sicily  Island  UM  Church  has  set 
May  4  for  the  ground  breaking  for  the 
new  educational  building.  Dr.  Clyde 
Frazier,  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Monroe  district,  will  be  featured 
speaker.  After  the  worship  service  an 
all-church  dinner  is  planned.  Pastor  is 
the  Rev.  James  E.  Hodges. 

•  •  • 

Of  interest  to  Louisiana  United 
Methodists:  Global  concerns,  young 
adult  ministries,  communications,  small 
membership  churches,  leadership 
development,  and  the  Sunday  School  are 
among  a  list  of  program  priorities  for 
1976  adopted  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Council  on  Ministries. 

The  national  monthly  magazine, 
United  Methodists  Today,  and  its 
specialized  insert  for  pastors,  Today’s 
Ministry,  will  cease  publication  with  the 
June  issue.  Newscope,  a  four-page 
weekly  newsletter,  will  be  continued.  The 
action,  taken  by  the  Board  of 
Publication,  stemmed  from  declining 
circulation  and  increasing  cost,  with 
increased  competition  for  readers  also 
being  cited  as  a  reason.  Readers  with 
unexpired  subscriptions  will  be  offered 
Interpreter  magazine  or  other  possible 
options. 


New  Orleans  District 
UMW  plan  April  29 
for  Creative  Fellowship 

Borrowing  the  first  letter  of  the  words 
“Community,  Re-creation,  Enjoyment, 
Activity,  Talent,  Everyone,”  UMW  of  the 
New  Orleans  District  have  designated 
April  29  as  their  CREATIVE  Fellowship 
Day.  This  occasion  will  provide  members 
with  a  time  in  which  they  can  share  their 
creative  talents. 

Participants  will  show  what  they  do 
and  how  they  do  it.  Observers  can 
browse,  ask  questions,  gain  insight  into 
the  rewards  of  creative  endeavor.  The 
purpose  is  to  show  how  each  person’s 
individual  creativity  reaches  out  to 
others. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  First  UM 
Church,  New  Orleans,  from  10  A.M.  or 
7  P.M.,  and  baby  sitter  service  will  be 
available  during  the  entire  time. 


Rev.  Thomas  Rorie 
dies  in  Virginia 

The  Rev.  Thomas  O.  Rorie,  Jr., 
retired,  died  in  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia 
on  March  16,  at  age  84.  He  and  Mrs. 
Rorie,  who  survives  him,  had  been  living 
in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  since  1957,  when  he 
retired,  and  had  recently  moved  to 
Virginia,  where  his  daughter  Mrs.  H.  C. 
Brown  lives. 

Mr.  Rorie’s  service  in  the  ministry 
spanned  more  than  40  years,  having  held 
pastorates  in  Arkansas,  Texas,  Missouri 
and  Louisiana. 

In  addition  to  his  widow  and  daughter, 
he  is  also  survived  by  his  son,  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  G.  Rorie,  of  First  UM  Church, 
Bossier  City 
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Dilemma:  how  should  Christians 


relate  to  Vietnamese  orphans? 


One  of  the  most  tragic  side-issues  to 
rise  from  the  moral  quagmires  of  the 
Vietnam  war  is  that  of  the  Vietnamese 
orphans  (see  TM/  UMR,  April  18). 

At  first  glance  the  issue  appears  to  be 
simple  enough.  Practically  no  one  would 
refuse  to  march  under  a  banner  which 
reads  “Save  the  Children.”  But  when  we 
look  beyond  slogans,  we  see  that  this 
issue  is  as  complex  as  the  war  itself. 

Americans  seem  to  be  divided  into  two 
camps  on  how  to  deal  with  the  needs  of 
the  orphans.  One  extreme  implies  that 
the  whole  problem  (and  perhaps  the 
moral  burden  of  America’s  participation 
in  the  war)  will  be  settled  if  we  simply 
airlift  enough  orphans  to  the  United 
States  for  adoption.  The  other  extreme 
implies  that  the  children  airlifted  from 
Vietnam  are  being  culturally  kidnapped 
and  should  be  given  aid  in  their  own 
country,  not  ours. 

As  is  often  the  case,  the  correct 
solution  probably  lies  somewhere  be¬ 
tween  these  extremes.  Wanting  to  take 
Vietnamese  children  into  our  homes  can 
be  a  noble  impulse  or  a  selfish  and 
Inhuman  one.  likewise,  respect  for  the 
cultural  roots  of  Vietnamese  children  can 
be  honorable  or  a  cop-out. 

There  are  undoubtedly  some  parent¬ 
less  Vietnamese  children  who  need  to  be 
removed  from  their  native  country  for 
their  own  health  and  safety.  It  would  be 
preferable  if  they  could  be  re-located 
elsewhere  in  Southeast  Asia.  If  they 


cannot,  consideration  should  be  given  to 
moving  them  to  the  United  States.  High 
on  the  list  in  this  group  are  the  han¬ 
dicapped  and  those  born  of  American 
soldiers  and  Vietnamese  women. 

Likewise,  there  are  those  Vietnamese 
children  —  both  orphans  and  those  who 
are  simply  separated  from  their  parents 
—  who  deserve  the  chance  to  grow  up  as 
Vietnamese.  An  attitude  that  American 
culture  is  superior  to  any  other  is  both 
naive  and  insulting  to  persons  in  other 
lands. 

A  careful  evaluation  needs  to  be  made 
of  each  Vietnamese  orphan’s  situation 
rather  than  assuming  that  every 
situation  should  be  handled  identically. 
How  we  as  American  Christians  can  be  of 
help  should  be  determined  by  those 
individual  evaluations. 

The  nature  and  present  stage  of  the 
war  demand  that  our  actions  be  swift  and 
decisive  if  we  are  to  help  at  all.  May 
those  actions  not  allow  history  to  con¬ 
demn  us  as  emotional  zealots  who  raped 
a  land  of  its  children,  nor  as  wishy-washy 
do-nothings  who  saved  children  for  a 
•culture  which  turned  out  to  be  a  grave. 

There  is  a  middle  ground.  But  it  cannot 
be  found  in  political  considerations,  or 
moral  rhetoric,  or  cultural  “ping-pong.” 
It  cannot  be  found  in  either  pity  or  cal¬ 
lousness.  It  can  be  found  in  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  Christian  love  and  concern— not 
for  large  groups  of  people,  but  for  many 
different  individual  persons. 


How  deep  is  our  commitment? 


It  is  easy  for  Americans  to  respond  to 
the  plight  of  orphans  in  South  Vietnam 
(see  preceding  editorial).  That  plight  is 
the  most  emotionally  appealing  part  of  a 
much-broader  need  which  most  of  us  are 
not  yet  willing  to  face  head-on. 

Regardless  of  our  individual  political 
leanings  or  feelings  about  the  Vietnam 
War,  most  of  us  are  willing  to  reach  out 
with  aid  to  Vietnamese  children  as 
persons  caught  up  in  a  horrible  situation 
over  which  they  have  no  control. 

Harder  to  find  unified  sympathy  for, 
however,  are  efforts  to  aid  refugees  in 
general  on  a  short  term  basis,  or  for 
making  the  national  sacrifices  necessary 
over  the  next  decade  to  reconstruct  the 
Vietnamese  nation. 

Somewhere  tied  to  the  politics  of 
identifying  persons  as  “communists”  or 
“backers  of  the  Thieu  dictatorship”  are 
deep  living  prejudices  which  keep  many 
of  us  from  reacting  to  the  needs  of 
people  as  people;  instead  we  deal  with 
them  as  political  non-persons. 

It  is  tempting  sometimes  to  say  “I’ll 
help  the  children,  because  they  can’t  help 
yrtuU.is  going  on,  but  l  won’t  lift  a  finger 
to.  aYd  th®  adults.  Let  them  get  them¬ 
selves  out  of  the  mess  they  made.” 

The  situation  becomes  most 
graphically  evident  when  we  look  at  the 


overall  needs  of  the  Vietnamese  people 
coupled  with  the  responses  we  as  a  nation 
have  made  so  far. 

Many  of  us  are  willing  to  airlift  Viet¬ 
namese  orphans  to  the  United  States  in 
large  number.  But  are  we  likewise 
willing  to  open  the  door  to  adult  refugees 
and  to  share  our  jobs  and  neighborhoods 
with  them? 

For  the  past  decade  our  nation  has 
been  willing  to  pour  millions  of  dollars 
into  Vietnam  in  an  effort  to  impose  a 
military  solution  on  the  problems  there. 
Will  we,  in  the  next  decade,  be  willing  to 
pour  similar  sums  of  money  into  rebuild¬ 
ing  what  we  have  helped  destroy? 

In  other  words,  does  our  commitment 
to  aid  the  Vietnamese  people  begin  and 
end  with  political  and  military 
assistance,  and  when  that  fails,  a  few 
emotional  meetings  between  American 
parents  and  Vietnamese  orphans?  Or  do 
we  have  a  deeper  commitment  to  aid  the 
people  of  that  troubled  land,  no  matter 
what  type  of  political  or  economic  system 
they  live  under? 

If  the  former  is. the  extent  of  our 
response,  we  are  living  an  insult  not  only 
to  the  people  of  South  Vietnam  and  the 
world,  but  to  the  Christian  foundations 
we  claim  as  a  nation. 


A  positive  note  amid  the  tragedy 


As  the  debate  continues  over  United 
States  involvement  in  Vietnam— most 
recently  in  relation  to  the  thousands  of 
new  orphans  created  by  the  North 
Vietnamese  offensive  and  the  South 
Vietnamese  military  collapse  (see 
preceding  editorials)  —  one  positive  note 
is  worth  remembering  and  repeating: 
mistakes  have  been  made  and  other 
mistakes  are  likely  to  be  made,  but 
praise  God  that  we  are  a  nation  of  people 
willing  to  risk  making  mistakes. 

Morally  indefensible  as  we  believe  our 
government’s  military  policy  to  have 
been  in  Vietnam,  that  policy  was  to  some 
degree  motivated  by  a  desire  to  help  the 
people  of  Vietnam.  Likewise,  many  who 
opposed  that  policy  did  so  on  the  basis  of 
sincere  concern  for  the  well-being  of  the 
Vietnamese  people. 

Similarly,  the  outreach  —  both  mis¬ 
guided  and  prophetic— which  individual 
Americans  and  groups  of  Americans  (in¬ 
cluding  the  United  Methodist  Church) 
have  undertaken  to  help  alleviate  human 
suffering  in  the  last  days  of  the  Vietnam 
war  should  not  be  overlooked  as  insig¬ 
nificant. 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 


United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager,  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Administrator,  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Strickland;  Assistant  Edi¬ 
tors:  Conference  Editions,  Jean 
Yeager;  Local  Editions,  Kay  Field¬ 
er ;  News  Editor,  Clyde  Chesnutt. 
Senior  Staff  Writen,  Bud  Herron; 
Staff  Writer,  Pat  Sites;  Contributing 
Editor,  T.  Otto  Nall;  Composition 
Manager,  Bill  Sybert;  Editorial 
Assistants:  Judy  Froese  and  Bar¬ 
bara  Berg;  Production  Assistant, 
Nick  Madaloni;  Circulation  Mana¬ 
ger  Don  Arnold. 

The  United  Method  let  Reporter  maintains  an 
Independent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing 
It*  reader*  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  Information 
and  viewpoint*  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism's  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Publisher,  but  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
Reporter'*  editorial  iteff.  Signed  articles  of 
off  nlon  appearing  In  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Reporter  staff. 

The  Reporter  Is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Conferences  of  Texas  and  is  published  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  as  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  The  Texa*  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  maintains  no  official  relationship 
to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to 
any  of  the  denomination's  general  board*  cr 
agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official 
-publication  for  M  United  Methodkt  annual 
conferences  which  publish  special  regional 
editions. 

ADDRESS  CORRESPONDENCE 
TO:  P.O.BOX  1076 

Dallas.  Texas  75221 
[214]  748-S491 

Individual  subscriptions:  16.00  per  year  for 
National  edition;  13.00  per  year  for  Conference 
editions.  Special  rates  for  croups  of  10  or  more 
subs  available  upon  request. 

Second  Q ass  postage  paid  In  Dallas,  Texa*. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  form  3979  to  P.O. 
Box  1078,  Dallas.  Taxis  79321. 


Such  actions  cannot  be  passed  off  as 
attempts  to  sooth  our  consciences  or  to 
provide  window  dressing  for  the  world 
after  15  years  of  supporting  military 
destruction.  No  government  holds  a  gun 
to  the  heads  of  individual  citizens  to 
prompt  their  giving.  Giving  and  com¬ 
passion  of  the  variety  presently  being 
demonstrated  in  America  come  from  a 
reservoir  of  human  concern  unequalled 
anywhere  else  on  earth.  It  surely  reflects 
the  influence  of  the  Christian  faith  on  the 
consciences  of  many  Americans. 

And  it  is  not  new  for  Americans  to  give 
to  the  needs  of  both  friends  and  enemies. 
In  fact,  such  giving  has  become  so 
commonplace  that  much  of  the  world  has 
come  to  take  it  for  granted. 

Where  is  the  humanitarian  aid  from 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China?  Where  is  the  aid  from 
Japan?  Where  is  the  aid  from  Western 
Europe?  Where  is  the  aid  from  the 
oil  rich  Middle  East?  Where  are  refugees 
being  accepted  through  open  doors  ex¬ 
cept  in  America? 

Such  a  positive  note  is  heard  for  us  to 
remember  as  we  sometimes  bungle  our 
efforts  at  helping  others  before  the  eyes 
of  the  world.  But  we  must  not  quit  trying, 
and  other  countries  must  begin. 

Journalism  isn’t 
that  narrow 

Syndicated  columnist  Jack  Anderson, 
in  a  recent  speech  before  a  group  of 
persons  working  in  church  public 
relations,  challenged  church  journalists 
to  become  investigative  reporters  dedi¬ 
cated  to  “digging  out  the  truth”  (see 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue).  He 
suggested  that  religious  publications 
have  not  done  the  job  they  should  in 
exposing  stories  which  are  hidden  from 
view  in  the  church,  and  have  most  times 
just  gleaned  news  from  official  “church 
handouts.” 

Mr.  Anderson’s  comments  are  wel¬ 
come  and  right  on  target  in  a  number  of 
ways.  Although  it  is  unfair  to  imply  that 
no  church-related  journalists  are  pre¬ 
sently  concerned  with  investigative 
reporting,  many  journalists  have  indeed 
spent  too  much  time  trying  to  make  the 
church  look  good  rather  than  trying  to 
report  truth. 

But,  if  Mr.  Anderson  is  suggesting— as 
he  seems  to  be— that  the  main  purpose  of 
the  church  press  should  be  to  investigate 
and  expose  wrongdoing  within  the 
church,  he  misses  the  basic  purpose  of 
both  the  church  and  the  church  press. 
That  purpose  is  to  tell  the  news— good 
and  bad— related  to  the  Good  News. 
Sometimes  that  means  exposing  corrup¬ 
tion  in  the  church.  More  often  it  means 
reporting  the  beauty  of  the  Christian 
faith  at  work  in  the  lives  of  people  and 
groups  within  the  church.  To  forget 
either  is  a  mistake. 


Here  I  Stand 


It  would  be  amusing  if 
it  were  not  so  confusing 


&  ' 


By  HOMER  L.  DICKERSON 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  Chairman  of  our 
Council  on  Ministries  was  asked  by  the 
Chairman  of  our  Administrative  Board  to 
give  a  report  concerning  the  plans  for  the 
Lenten  Services  to  the  Administrative 
Board. 

He  protested  that  this  report  was  not  in 
the  province  of  the  Administrative  Board 
and  questioned  that  he  should  make  this 
report.  He  then  gave  his  interpretation  of 
the  responsibilities  of  the  two 
organizations. 

The  minister  attempted  to  settle  the 
difficulty  by  giving  his  interpretation  of 
the  “Discipline.”  He  did  a  good  job  of  it. 

All  this  was  dashed  to  the  tile  floor  by 
this  remark  of  a  disinterested  person, 
who  said:  “It  does  not  make  any  dif¬ 
ference,  more  than  half  of  us  belong  to 
both  organizations."  Thus  the  wheels  of 
progress  of  that  church  “spun” 
needlessly  for  half  an  hour. 

A  slightly  aged  observer  notes  the 
following.  In  most  United  Methodist 
congregations  99%  of  the  members  of 
these  two  organizations  are  not  certain 
from  one  meeting  to  another  which  does 
what  or  why.  The  other  1%  is  deliriously 


Can  you  spare  a  bite  to  save  a  life? 

For  most  Americans,  a  bite  of  a  nice,  juicy  hamburger  is  usually  about  as  far 
away  as  the  restaurant  down  the  street.  For  people  in  many  other  parts  of  the  world, 
the  difference  between  life  and  death  could  be  the  equivalent  of  one  hamburger  bite. 

What  are  United  Methodists  doing  to  share  their  plenty  with  the  world’s  hungry? 

Quite  a  bit,  according  to  the  reports  from  TM/  UMR  readers,  some  of  which  are 
shared  In  the  article  below.  -UNICEF  PHOTO 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

What  are  United  Methodists  doing 
about  world  hunger?  Quite  a  bit! 


What  are  United  Methodists  doing 
about  world  hunger? 

That’s  both  easy  and  difficult  to  an¬ 
swer.  The  issue  is  being  confronted  in  so 
many,  different  ways  that  it  is  easy  to 
pinpoint  some,  and  impossible  to 
describe,  or  even  know  about,  them  all. 

Since  we  asked  “What  are  you  doing?” 
in  our  April  4  issue,  responses  from 
readers  indicate  that  individuals,  church 
school  classes,  whole  congregations  and 
even  annual  conferences  are  working  at 
many  levels  to  meet  global  need. 

The  most  frequently  mentioned 
response  is  that  of  individuals  skipping 
one  meal  a  week  and  contributing  the 
money  saved  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR).  Bishops 
in  many  areas  of  the  church  have  ad¬ 
vocated  this  discipline  and  apparently 
many  United  Methodists  are  responding. 

There  are  many  other  individualized 
responses  to  world  hunger  taking  place. 
For  example,  a  resident  in  a  San  Angelo, 
Tex  retirement  home  sent  us  a  $5  check 
which  we  forwarded  to  UMCOR« 

The  Rev.  Clyde  Shaw  of  Jamestown 
UMC  in  Sonora,  Calif,  is  playing  a  benefit 
piano  concert  of  Chopin’s  music  on  April 
27.  The  ministerial  alliance  there  is 
sponsoring  the  concert  with  proceeds 
going  to  feed  hungry  people  in  the 
surrounding  counties. 

In  Meadville,  Pa.,  a  church  school 
class  —  21  members  strong  —  upped  its 
mission  project  of  $36  a  quarter  last  year 
to  $50  a  quarter  this  year.  The  class 
secretary  of  the  Wesley  Crusaders  of 
Grace  UMC  told  us  the  entire  amount 
was  going  to  UMCOR. 

Students  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
the  University  of  Houston  joined  with 
Catholic  and  Lutherans  to  sponsor  ac¬ 
tivities  focusing  on  world  hunger  on  Ash 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Wednesday.  They  held  an  ecumenical 
prayer  service  and  then  served  a  meal  of 
beans  and  rice  with  proceeds  going  to 
CROP. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
UMC  in  Claremont,  Calif,  raised  $398.83 
for  UMCOR  during  the  first  three  months 
of  1975  by  foregoing  meals  at  circle  and 
general  meetings  while  donating  the 
equivalent  value  of  the  food  usually 
served.  Behind  an  offering  basket  at 
general  meetings  hangs  a  poster  of 
hungry  children  reaching  for  food  with 
the  caption  "Thank  you  for  sharing  with 
hungry  children  of  the  world.”  Also, 
President  Ruth  Fiske  writes,  some 
members  are  contributing  two  per  cent 
of  their  income  on  a  regular  basis  and 
others  have  made  single  gifts  to  the 
cause. 

Administrative  board  chairman  Rivers 
Booth  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  responded  to 
pastor  Jack  Adams’  sermon  on  world 
hunger  by  initiating  a  “Buck-a -Month” 
plan.  The  first  Sunday  each  month 
members  of  She  Union  UMC  can  give  $1 1 
in  specially  marked  envelopes  to  the  ef¬ 
fort.  So  far,  $454.75  has  been  raised,  two- 
thirds  of  which  will  go  to  UMCOR  and 
one-third  to  the  Metro-Ministry  of  St. 
Louis  to  purchase  food  for  distribution  to 
the  needy  in  the  city. 

“Love  Loaf,”  a  small  bank  shaped  like 
a  loaf  of  bread,  brought  in  over  $1,100 
Thanksgiving  Sunday  1974  from  mem¬ 
bers  of  Emmanuel  UMC,  Noblesville, 
Ind.  The  offering  was  split  fifty-fifty  with 
UMCOR  and  World  Vision,  creators  of 
the  bank.  Rev.  Glen  Beck  wrote,  “For  us 
the  idea  was  that  we  would  push  back 
from  the  table  a  little  sooner  and  place 
something  in  the  loaf  each  meal.” 

Among  the  numerous  annual  con¬ 
ference  projects  is  a  report  sent  us  by  the 


Clyde  Chesnutt 
Southwest  Texas  Conference  focusing 
on  the  hunger  problem  in  the  Sahel,  West 
Africa.  Originated  by  a  seminary  intern, 
Daniel  Bonner  Jr.,  serving  as  a  minister 
at  San  Antonio’s  Colonial  Hills  UMC, 
“The  Fund  for  Life”  called  on  conference 
churches  during  Lent  to  study  the  issue  of 
world  famine  and  raise  money  for 
UMCOR,  particularly  for  relief  in  the 
Sahel.  The  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  adopted  the  emergency 
program  and  local  churches  have  been 
responding  to  the  appeal. 

Send  TM/  UMR  a  brief  report  on  what 
you,  your  group  or  your  church  is  doing 
about  world  hunger.  We  will  continue  to 
publish  some  of  the  various  kinds  of 
response  United  Methodists  are  making 
to  this  global  problem. 

Write  to:  “World  Hunger,”  TM/  UMR, 
P.  O.  Box,  1076,  Dallas,  TX.  75221. 

-CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


happy  with  the  whole  thing  and  enjoys  an 
inflated  ego  because  he  or  she  knows. 
Half  of  those  there  wonder  why  they  are 
there,  and  those  who  are  not  there 
wonder  why  they  were  not  invited. 

This  division  makes  little  or  no  sense  to 
a  person  with  a  practical  mind  and  who 
wants  to  get  toe  work  of  the  church  done 
with  due  expediency.  It  seems  that,  at 
long  last,  Satan  has  found  an  effective 
way  to  stop  the  weheels  of  progress;  to 
stifle  initiative;  to  hamper  doing 
anything  now;  to  do  nothing  today  that 
you  can  put  off  until  tomorrow. 

It  is  impossible  for  even  a  Philadelphia 
lawyer  to  figure  out  which  is  responsible 
for  what  —  the  Administrative  Board  or 
the  Council  on  Ministries  —  for  a  given 
program,  unless  he  has  been  in¬ 
doctrinated  by  a  member  of  a  General 
Board  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
By  the  time  he  finds  such  a  responsible 
and  informed  person,  that  person  has 
been  retired  for  delayed  senility.  By  then 
such  a  Philadelphia  lawyer  figures  out 
“what’s  the  use.”  One  of  these  days  the 
fifth  wheel  will  be  eliminated,  if  someone 
can  find. out  which  is  which. 

When  John  Wesley  finds  out  what  has 
been  done  to  his  church,  he  will  disown  us 
as  back-sliders.  If  Phillip  Otterbein  and 
Jacob  Albright  ever  hear  about  the 
situation,  they  will  recall  the  Articles  of 
Unification.  When  Charles  Wesley  hears 
about  it,  he  will  write  1,000  new  hymns 
calling  the  faithful  back  to  their  mission. 

One  of  these  days  some  enterprising 
United  Methodist  minister  will  say  to 
anyone  who  will  listen  (and  millions  are 
waiting  to  hear),  “Let  us  combine  these 
two,  the  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
Administrative  Board  into  one 
organization.  Then  they,  or  rather  it,  can 
have  a  matter  brought  up  that  needs  to  be 
done  now  and  get  at  it  immediately.  This 
will  be  in  contrast  to  the  present  im¬ 
penetrable  maze,  which  causes  good 
deeds  and  fine  resolutions  to  be  lost 
forever  in  confused  irresponsibility.  For 
want  of  a  better  name,  let  us  call  it  the 
Official  Board.” 

It  would  all  be  amusing,  if  it  were  not 
so  confusing. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Homer  L.  Dickerson,  is  associate  pastor 
of  the  Thousand  Oaks  UMC,  Thousand 
Oaks,  Calif.,  in  the  Southern  California • 
Arizona  conference. 
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Are  we  concerned  about  over-population? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  a  Methodist  forty  years 
and  am  proud  of  both  the  tolerance 
shown  and  zeal  to  change,  but  as  tax  time 
rolls  around,  I  must  speak  out  at  the 
gross  inequity  and  descrimination  of  the 
tax  laws  against  the  single  taxpayers  and 
against  childless  couples. 

Overpopulation  has  been  the  downfall 
of  so  many  nations,  and  now  has  us  in  its 
clutches.  It  seems  to  me  that  exemptions 
for  children,  at  least  for  more  than  one,  is 
unchristian  and  unfair  to  the  concerned 
and  responsible  people  who  are  not  over- 
populating,  but  who  are  carrying  more  of 
the  tax  burden  than  the  guilty  people  with 
children. 

Where  has  the  church  been  hiding  its 
head  and  voice?  Many  years  ago  the 
purpose  of  the  tax  deductions  was  to 
encourage  married  couples  to  have 
children  when  it  was  thought  that  the 
only  way  to  have  a  strong  country  was  to 
fill  it  up  with  people.  And  even  this  is 
questionable  in  retrospect,  but  do  we 
need  to  continue  on  in  our  self-centered 
destructive  course? 

Do  we  still  have  a  social  concern  within 
the  church? 

Mary  Derrick 

Los  Angeles,  California 

A  great  service 

To  the  Editor: 

Permit  me  to  express  my  delight  with 
the  March  28  article  “Editor  of  Inter¬ 
preters’  Bible  chides  scriptural 
‘literalists’  ”.  Dr.  George  A.  Buttrick  has 
done  a  great  and  scholarly  service  t<j 
further  our  understanding  of  the  Bible. 

Henry  Beukelman 
Stuart,  Florida 

Why  not  some  concern 
for  the  victims  of  crime ? 
To  the  Editor: 

I  noted  in  TM/  UMR  of  March  28  the 
accolades  given  some  of  our  leaders  for 
their  work  at  Wounded  Knee.  I  wonder  if 
some  of  the  actions  taken  there  haven’t 
resulted  in  other  similar  acts  of 
lawlessness. 

Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  if  we  could 
stimulate  in  our  leadership  the  same 


enthusiasm  for  the  civil  rights  of  the 
victims  and  potential  victims  of  crime  as 
we  do  for  the  lawbreakers? 

This  article  reminded  me  of  the  en¬ 
couragement  some  of  our  leadership  has 
given  to  North  Vietnam  by  their  visits 
and  actiohs.  Now  is  the  time  for  their 
visits,  so  they  can  help  bury  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  South  Vietnamese  following 
the  certain  communist  bloodbath. 

R.  W.  Taylor 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 

Wouldn't  it  be  wonderful? 

To  the  Editor: 

For  years  I  labored  under  the 
rpisconception  that  the  United  States, 
continuing  its  historic  role  as  friend  of 
the  weak  and  endangered  peoples,  went 
to  toe  aid  of  South  Vietnam  against 
aggression  from  the  North.  A  number  of 
prominent  church  leaders  and  anti-war 
activists  have  led  me  to  the  light. 

realize  that  the  South  Vietnamese, 
ruthless  invaders,  are  the  bad  guys,  and 
the  gentle  North  Vietnamese,  quietly 
retreating  southward  in  accordance  with 
provisions  of  the  Paris  cease-fire 
agreement,  are  the  good  guys. 

Now  I  thrill  to  the  beauty  of  the  com¬ 
munist  philosophy  and  program,  ob¬ 
viously  far  superior  to  the  depravity 
inherent  in  a  democracy  such  as  ours. 
Communism  has  all  the  answers. 

For  instance,  the  rest  of  the  world 
struggles  for  a  solution  to  hunger  and 
poverty.  North  Vietnam  handles  this 
neatly.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  herd  the 
masses  into  the  cities,  or  into  narrow 
passes  on  roads  leading  to  the  cities,  and 
then  lob  missiles  and  other  explosives 
into  their  midst.  The  problem  im¬ 
mediately  diminishes  in  scope. 

We  are  burdened  with  a  large  ar¬ 
maments  bill.  There  is  an  easy  out  on  this 
matter,  too.  Let’s  just  discharge  all 
personnel  from  all  branches  of  our 
military  orders,  close  all  defense  and 
ordinance  establishments,  and  welcome 
Russia  in. 

Our  nation  is  far  too  preoccupied  with 
matters  such  as  unemployment,  in¬ 
flation,  crime,  racism,  and  pollution.  But 
we  don’t  hear  about  these  difficulties  in 


Russia. 

It’s  practically  certain  that,  if  our 
country  went  fully  communist,  we 
wouldn’t  any  longer  hear  about  any  of 
these  problems  here  either.  Wouldn’t  it 
be  wonderful?  . 

Joe  H.  Petty 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana 

A  church’s  death  (or  life) 
starts  with  the  minister 
To  the  Editor: 

Today,  I  received  my  church  paper  of 
April  4.  In  it  was  a  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
by  Mr.  Billy  Kimbrough  which  says  he 
thinks  “a  church’s  death  begins  with 
apathy.” 

I  do  not  exactly  agree  with  him.  I 
believe  a  church’s  death  starts  with  the 
minister. 

If  a  church  is  blessed  with  a  good 
minister,  it  will  come  to  life  after  his  first 
sermon.  Just  as  soon  as  the  news  gets 
around,  the  death  of  the  apathy  will  start. 
About  the  third  Sunday  later,  death  and 
apathy  will  cease  and  they  will  be  putting 
chairs  in  the  aisles. 

W.  B.  Pritchard 
Dallas,  Texas 

We  need  more  prayer 
and  less  discussion 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  Billy  Kimbrough’s 
thinking  that  a  church’s  death  begins 
with  apathy  (TM/  UMR,  April  4).  He 
infers  that  apathy  is  a  cause;  it  is  at  least 
one  among  a  number  of  contributing 
factors. 

I  am  a  retired  Methodist  minister 
because  of  physical  disability.  I  believe 
that  the  apathetic  attitude  within  the 
ranks  of  so-called  Christians  (church 
members)  is  not  only  the  result  of  a 
personal  failure  within  each  group  and 
leadership  board  and  committee.  Too 
much  discussion  strains  the  commitment 
of  the  committee.  Someone  has  said  that 
the  more  time  spent  in  prayer,  the  more 
accomplished.  Prayer  time  should  un¬ 
dergird  and  strengthen  each  facet  of  the 
Christian  life  of  live  and  loving 
service.  When  the  motivating  force 
behind  every  activity  of  the  church  is 


devotion  to  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ,  apathy  does  not  fester  and  grow. 

To  our  Christian  forebearers,  Jesus 
said,  “Ye  are  the  light .  .  .”  and  “Ye  are 
the  salt ...”  God  forbid  that  my  life  will 
not  illumine  the  hearts  and  minds  of  my 
contemporaries  with  the  light  of  God’s 
saving  love  revealed  in  and  through 
Jesus  Christ.  And  I  truly  pray  that 
everyone  shall  be  blessed  by  the  light  of 
God  illuminating  their  lives  from  every 
channel  He  has  provided:  prayer, 
preaching,  meditation,  worship,  service, 
exhortation,  study  of  the  Holy  Scripture, 
the  Lord’s  Supper  and  baptism. 

Charles  E.  Schneider  Jr. 

Houston,  Texas 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

A.  Grady  Hallonquist 
invite  you  to  Join  them  for 

A  VISIT  TO 
THE  BAVARIAN  & 
AUSTRIAN  ALPS 

Including  the  Black  Forest  and 
Parls-Versailles 

15  Days 
Departing 

HOUSTON  OR  MONTREAL 
SEPTEMBER  3,  1975 

All  transportation,  tint  class  hotel*,  moat 
meal*,  sightseeing,  taxes  and  dps. 


Contact:  The  Rev.  A.  Grady 
Hallonquist,  Methodist  Hospital, 
6316  Bcrtner.  Houston.  Texas 
77025.  Telephone  (713  )  790-1319  or  (713)  790- 
2361. 
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Changes  urged  in  top  U.M.  offices 

New  process  for  nominating  bishops  recommended 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  Agreements  on 
major  changes  in  the  office  of  United 
Methodist  bishops  and  district 
superintendents  —  a  nomination  process 
for  election  of  bishops  by  annual  con¬ 
ferences  allowing  easier  assignment  of 
bishops  across  jurisdictional  lines  and  a 


requirement  that  bishops  consult  with 
laity  and  clergy  before  the  selection  of 
district  superintendents  —  were  reached 
by  a  General  Conference  commission 
meeting  here  April  18-21. 

The  Study  Commission  on  the 
Episcopacy  and  District  Superin¬ 
tendency  will  also  recommend  main¬ 
taining  life  tenure  for  bishops  rather  than 


Questions  on  bishops , 
DS’s  study  answered 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
EVANSTON,  Ill.  -  Dr.  Merlyn  W. 
Northfelt,  president  of  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary, 
serves  as  chairperson  of  the  Study 
Commission  on  the  Episcopacy  and 
District  Superintendency.  In  the 
following  interview  with  TM/  UMR,  Dr. 
Northfelt  answers  specific  questions 
about  the  work  of  the  Commission. 

Why  Is  the  work  of  the  Commission  Im¬ 
portant? 

The  future  direction  of  the  church  lies 
right  here.  If  the  report  can  fashion  some 
new  directions  and  understandings  of 
leadership  to  make  it  not  only  acceptable 
but  desirable,  the  report  can  provide  a 
while  new  surge  of  vitality  for  the 
church. 

Is  leadership  the  key? 

Yes,  it  is.  Our  bishops  must  provide  the 
corporate  and  individual  leadership  for 
the  church.  The  Commission  concludes 
that  the  church  is  too  much  like  the 
society ;  we  are  suffering  from  a  lack  of 
leadership. 

Why  does  that  mean  the  bishops  any 
more  than  anyone  else? 

The  “Discipline”  says  the  bishops 
should  be  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
leaders  of  the  church.  They  are  the  only 
selected  group  close  to  the  people.  Board 
executives,  for  instance  who  are  also 
leaders,  are  chosen  by  a  few  people.  But 
bishops  are  elected  in  the  republican 
style  (chosen  by  those  who  are  them¬ 
selves  chosen.) 

We  believe  the  Council  of  Bishops 
should  feel  more  erf  this  responsibility.  If 
this  body  of  45  leaders  were  to  say  em¬ 
phatically,  “The  church  needs  to  move 
on  this  matter!”  it  would. 

What  is  the  issue  with  term  epis¬ 
copacy? 

I  suspect  those  who  argue  for  it  do  so 
out  of  a  discomfort  with  the  power  some 
bishop  has  exerted.  They  want  to  cut 
down  that  power  by  limiting  the  term  in 
office.  .i 

'  Is  that  a  Mason  for  forming  the  Com¬ 
mission? 

Partly.  The  general  attitude  in  1968 
and  1972  General  Conferences  was  to 
limit  the  power  of  a  bishop.  The  1972 
restructing  of  the  church  deprived  the 
bishops  of  making  nominations  to  the 
various  boards  and  agencies.  But  the 
conference  received  only  a  small  number 
of  petitions  asking  for  term  episcopacy  or 
for  limitation  of  his  powers. 

What  were  other  reasons  for  establish¬ 
ing  the  Commission? 

The  1972  General  Conference  spent  so 
much  time  on  restructuring  that  it  could 
not  deal  adequately  with  those  petitions 
dealing  with  the  bishops  and  D.  S.’s.  So  it 
set  up  the  special  commission  to 
thoroughly  study  the  matter  and  bring  in 
recommendations. 

Let’s  return  to  term  episcopacy.  Would 
that  process  handle  the  problem  of  epis¬ 
copal  power? 

I  think  there  are  other  ways  to  deal 
with  it. 

How? 

One  way  would  be  the  kind  of  persons 
we  elect  to  the  office.  Through 
nominating  procedures  that  are  open  and 
above  board,  the  church  could  establish 
criteria  for  persons  who  fill  the  position. 
Standards  of  openness,  administrative 
expedience,  collegial  style  of  operation 
and  other  needed  skills  and  traits  could 
be  expected.  Persons  could  evaluate  a 
candidate’s  past  performance  and  future 
promise  by  checking  with  other  persons. 
Are  there  other  ways? 

By  the  kind  of  training  the  church 
provides  a  new  bishop.  I’m  glad  to  learn 
that  the  Council  of  Bishops  has  moved  in 
that  direction  by  designing  an  orientation 
period  for  new  bishops.  I  would  hope  it 
goes  farther.  The  present  mood  of  the 
society  is  to  emphasize  skills  in 
organizational  development,  sensitivity, 
awareness,  consultation  style, 


negotiating  gifts  and  all  that. 

What’s  the  advantage  of  electing 
bishops  for  life? 

It’s  similar  to  the  judicial  system 
where  a  judge  who  has  life  tenure  without 
having  to  run  for  reelection  every  few 
years  can  render  decisions  without  fear 
of  retaliation.  A  bishop  who  fears  that  an 
unpopular  decision  will  make  him 
enemies,  will  not  become  a  leader.  I’m 
not  saying  bishops  ought  to  make  more 
unpopular  decisions.  But  when  they  have 
to,  the  church  ought  to  have  a  system 
that  frees  them  to  make  those  decisions. 

What  is  the  issue  with  the  district 
superintendents? 

The  major  issue  is  some  sort  of  par¬ 
ticipation  by  the  laity  and  clergy  in  the 
annual  conference  in  the  selection  of  a 
D.S.  I  don’t  see  much  support  for  the 
conference  electing  a  D.S.,  but  I  see  lots 
of  concern  for  helping  in  that  selection. 

Why? 

Perhaps  there  is  the  feeling  that  the 
person  appointed  D.  S.  is  often  nearing 
retirement  and  may  not  be  as  effective  as 
the  position  requires.  Or  some  people 
may  have  had  a  bad  experience  with  one. 
Many  persons  are  suggesting  that  the  D. 
S.  ought  to  reflect  the  direction  the 
conference  itself  wants  to  go,  which 
sometimes  is  not  the  way  the  bishop 
wants  the  conference  to  go. 

How  diligently  has  the  Commission 
addressed  the  issues? 

They  took  seriously  the  mandate  to 
study  the  issues  and  have  been  a 
dynamic  group.  They  decided  that  all 
previous  studies  had  focused  on  the 
managerial  or  technical  end.  So  they 
studied  biblical,  theological,  historical, 
sociological  and  ideal  reasons  for  the 
office  and  functioning. 


specific  length  terms  of  office. 

“All  decisions  are  presently  only 
consensus  agreements  by  the  Com¬ 
mission,”  said  Dr.  Merlyn  Northfelt, 
chairperson,  “but  they  indicate  the 
direction  we  are  moving.  The  final 
decisions  will  come  at  our  fall  meeting 
when  those  agreements  will  be  reviewed 
and  perfected.” 

The  Commission  was  created  by  the 
1972  General  Conference  (the  highest 
legislative  body  of  the  church)  and 
directed  to  study  the  nature,  role  and 
function  of  the  office  of  bishop  and 
district  superintendent.  It  is  to  bring 
recommendations  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  which  meets  April  1976.  The  31- 
member  Commission  is  composed  of  19 
laypersons  and  12  clergypersons 
representing  the  church’s  five 
jurisdictions. 

The  following  consensus  agreements 
were  affirmed  in  principle  with  the 
precise  recommendation  to  be  worked 
out  by  the  fall  meeting.  The  present 
practice  is  included  for  comparison. 

•  A  bishop  is  elected  for  the  whole 
church  —  Present  law  tends  to  limit  the 
superintending  of  a  bishop  to  the  area 
from  which  he  was  elected  and  serves. 

•  The  district  superintendent  is  an 
extension  of  the  bishop.  —  Present  law 
does  not  build  on  this  theological  concept 
and  thus  leads  to  conflicting  un¬ 
derstanding  of  that  office. 

•  Life  tenure  for  bishops  —  This 
principle  affirms  the  present  practice  of 
the  church. 

•  An  official  nomination  process  —  It 
would  allow  each  annual  conference  to 
name  one  or  more  candidates  for  the 
episcopacy  not  more  than*  month  to  six- 
weeks  ahead  of  the  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  (regional  meetings  at  which 
bishops  are  elected. )  The  present  method 
is  by  secret  ballot  by  members  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference,  with  the  first 
ballot  serving  as  an  unofficial 
nomination. 

•  Assignment  of  bishops  to  any  area  of 
the  church.  The  present  law  makes  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  assign  a  bishop  to  a  jurisdiction 
other  than  the  one  from  which  he  was 
elected. 

•  Annual  conference  elect  its 
representative  to  the  Jurisdictional 
Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  (which 
assigns  bishops  to  their  areas.)  In 
present  practice  many  of  the  delegations 
to  Jurisdsictional  Conference  name  the 


Christians  asked  to 
aid  new  Asia’s  birth 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Strong  images  of  a  continent  in  motion 
and  a  church  in  mission  were  summoned 
up  last  week  by  two  United  Methodist 
leaders  just  back  from  fact-finding  tours 
in  Asia. 

“The  Christian  church  must  be  a 
midwife  for  a  new  era  of  civilization 
which  is  being  born  in  Asia”  —  an  era  of 
vast  political  and  social  change,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Paul  Minus  Jr.,  chairman 
of  the  denomination's  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  task  force  on  world  hunger. 

“There  is  a  great  tidal  wave  sweeping 
over  Asia,”  says  the  Rev.  Michael 
McIntyre,  associate  coordinator  of  the 
Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and  the  Self- 
Development  of  Peoples  (a  quadrennial 
emphasis  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.)  “The  church  is  a  surfer,  riding 
the  crest  without  going  under.  I  think  it 
will  survive  and  come  up  on  the  beach.” 

After  separate  tours  to  communicate 
with  Asian  church  leaders  and  assess 
needs  and  issues,  both  men  see  a  huge 
task  ahead  for  the  church  in  ministering 
to  Asia’s  needs. 

But  Dr.  Minus  is  more  concerned  about 
a  “temptation  to  be  paralyzed  by  the 
immensity  of  the  problem”  he  told 
TM/  UMR  in  a  telephone  interview. 
“There  are  handles  we  can  grasp  and  we 
must  find  them.” 

One  “handle,”  he  said,  is  a  con¬ 
centrated  effort  to  beef  up  rural 
development  with  both  values  and, 
technology.  “Plows  and  prayers  do  go 
together.”  With  three-fourths  of  the 
Third  World  population  living  in  villages, 
it  is  there  that  “the  good  life  in  terms  of 
the  Gospel”  must  be  defined,  he  believes. 

Dr.  Minus,  a  professor  of  church 
school  in  Ohio,  spent  three  weeks  with 
Indian  church  leaders  and  a  week  in 
Bangladesh  to  help  define  the  role  of 
United  Methodism  in  alleviating  hunger. 


UMCOR  sends  additional 
funds  to  Southeast  Asia 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  last  week  released 
another  $200,000  for  Southeast  Asian 
emergency  relief,  executive  director  Dr. 
Harry  Haines  has  announced. 

The  relief  agency  also  agreed  not  to 
recommend  further  evacuation  of 
Vietnamese  children  to  the  United 
States,  but  instead  to  provide  funds  for 
the  reuniting  of  families  in  Vietnam,  Dr. 
Haines  told  TM/  UMR  in  a  telephone 
interview. 

“Now  that  all  1,800  legally-sponsored 
children  are  out,  that  action  has  halted,” 
he  said.  “Funding  will  be  made  available 
to  assist  families  in  the  area.” 

The  $200,000  in  new  funding  includes 
$100,000  for  the  World  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches  Fund  for  Reconstruction  and  Re¬ 
conciliation.  It  will  aid  all  areas  of  the 
current  fighting,  Cambodians  in 
Thailand  and  the  two  million  refugees  in 


Saigon  and  the  Provisional  Government- 
controlled  areas  of  the  country. 

Another  $100,000  is  going  to  Vietnam 
Christian  Service  to  evacuate  American 
personnel  who  cannot  function  in  their 
present  locations  and  78  Vietnamese 
personnel  in  the  Saigon  area  who  are  still 
working  in  emergency  assistance 
programs,  Dr.  Haines  said. 

All  United  Methodist  personnel  have 
been  accounted  for,  he  said.  They  have 
been  moved  to  Bangkok,  where 
negotiations  for  their  possible  return  to 
Saigon  are  underway. 

The  Vietnam  Christian  Service  offices 
in  Saigon  have  not  closed  down,  Dr. 
Haines  noted.  The  director  and  several 
staff  persons  are  still  there. 

He  said  World  Council  of  Churches 
funding  is  also  available  for  Cambodia 
but  is  still  on  standby  because  “there  is 
still  no  clear  picture  of  the  situatibn 
there.” 


He  is  optimistic  about  the  church’s 
ability  to  “set  patterns  of  excellence”  in 
rural  development  in  India,  even  though 
only  2.5  percent  of  the  people  are 
Christian.  “Look  what  the  church  has 
accomplished  in  education  and  medical 
care  in  India,”  he  said. 

Mr.  McIntyre,  who  spent  six  weeks  in 
Asian  countries  talking  with  church 
leaders  about  a  broad  spectrum  of 
concerns,  agrees  that  church  influence  in 
those  countries  has  little  to  do  with 
numerical  strength. 

"Christians  are  a  tiny  minority  all  over 
Asia.  They  have  no  illusions  about 
political  power,”  he  told  TM/  UMR  by 
telephone  from  New  York.  “But  they 
understand  that  the  Christian  message  is 
absolutely  unique  in  the  value  it  places  on 
human  worth  and  the  hope  it  promises. 
They  see  that  just  by  being  Christian  they 
are  radical.” 

Neither  man  denies  the  problems  in¬ 
volved  when  church  and  state  work 
together  to  provide  relief,  and  when 
many  of  the  countries  receiving  relief  are 
undergoing  great  upheaval  and  change. 

In  Bangladesh  where  their  paths 
crossed,  they  found  relief  agendes 
working  under  “tremendous  odds,”  they 
said. 

"Seventy-seven  world  agencies  are 
putting  relief  there,”  Mr.  McIntyre  said. 
“Sometimes  it  seems  as  if  the  left  hand 
knoweth  not  what  the  right  hand  is 
doing.” 

He  added,  however,  that  Church  World 
Service  (CWS)  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  which  United 
Methodism  helps  support,  is  doing  “an 
amazing  job  of  channeling  its  relief  in 
Bangladesh.” 

It’s  no  wonder  some  mistakes  are 
being  made  in  getting  relief  to  the  people, 
according  to  Dr.  Minus,  in  a  country 
where  people  are  “psychological 
casualties  of  war,  suffering  from  floods, 
living  under  an  authoritarian  regime  and 
still  largely  untrained  in  civil  service- 
type  skills  like  administering  funds. 
After  being  exploited  for  centuries,  there 
are  going  to  be  some  who  exploit.  The 
church  is  trying,”  he  maintains. 

Mr.  McIntyre,  who  has  been  critical  of 
CWS  for  what  he  calls  “following  the 
U.S.  government  policy  line  in  too  many 
instances,”  plans  to  present  a  complete 
report  of  his  findings  to  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  at  its  meeting  later  this 
month  —  a  report  which  will  include 
concerns  about  political  oppression 
which  is  “far  worse  in  Korea,  for 
example,  than  has  thus  far  been  reported 
in  the  Western  press.  A  citizen  there  can 
go  to  jail  for  seven  years  even  for  talking 
with  a  foreign  newsperson.” 

Dr.  Minus  said  that,  while  he  agrees 
that  there  are  some  problems  when 
church  and  state  work  together,  he  does 
not  believe  in  “pointing  the  finger  of 
blame  at  church  agencies.”  He  does 
think,  however,  that  the  church  must 
work  actively  to  influence  government 
policy.  “Inevitably  when  we  get  involved 
with  Caesar  we  make  mistakes,”  he  said. 
“We  must  realize  that  and  plunge  in 
anyway.” 


person  to  that  committee  on  the 
episcopacy. 

•  A  network  of  accountability 
structures  for  the  bishop  —  A  new  area 
committee  is  added  to  relate  to  the 
bishop  much  as  the  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee  relates  to  the  local 
pastor.  Present  law  provides  only 
Jurisdictional  and  Inter- Jurisdictional 
committees. 

•  An  eight-year  limit  in  one  area. 
While  the  present  law  sets  a  12-year 
limit,  the  consensus  of  the  Commission 
set  eight  years  as  the  preferred  term 
with  possibilities  for  a  four-year  ex¬ 
tension. 

•  The  bishop  to  appoint  a  district 
superintendent  after  consultation. 
Present  law  offers  no  persons  or  groups 
with  whom  the  bishop  must  consult. 

•  The  district  superintendent  to  be 
consecrated  by  the  bishop  at  either  the 
annual  conference  or  district  conference. 
Present  law  provides  no  service  of 
consecration  to  this  office. 

Consultants  to  the  Commission  are 
Bishops  Dwight  Loder,  Detroit,  and 
Lloyd  Wicke,  Ft.  Meyers,  FI.,  Dr. 
Robert  Thornberg,  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  Dr.  Egon 
Gerdes,  Professor  of  Historical 
Theology,  Garrett-Evangelical  Theology 
Seminary,  and  Dr.  Ellis  Larsen, 
sociological  consultant,  Evanston. 


Reaching  for  bread 

VUNG  TAU,  South  Vietnam  —  Hungry  Vietnamese  children  and  adults  reach  out 
for  bits  of  bread  being  distributed  in  Vung  Tau  by  relief  organizations.  They  are 
among  the  tens  of  thousands  of  refugees  to  have  fled  in  panic  from  the  northern  two- 
thirds  of  South  Vietnam  as  it  fell  to  the  communists.  [See  related  story  elsewhere  on 
this  page.]  religious  news  service  photo 


Options  to  be  drawn  for  GCOM 

Agency  to  study  publications  ills 


CHICAGO,  (UMC)  —  A  “com¬ 
prehensive  study  of  the  place  of 
periodicals  within  the  total  com¬ 
munication  system  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church”  will  be  conducted 
during  the  next  few  months  by  the 
denomination’s  chief  communications 
agency. 

The  study  is  expected  to  generate 
several  options  and  these  will  be 
presented  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  for  recommendation 
to  the  1976  General  Conference,  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Communications  (JCC)  said 
here  April  15.  The  study  had  been  asked 
by  GCOM. 

The  action  comes  in  the  wake  of  an 
announcement  in  late  March  by  the 
Board  of  Publication  that  it  would 
suspend  “United  Methodists  Today,” 
general  circulation  magazine  within  the 
denomination,  with  the  June  issue. 

In  a  separate  action,  the  JCC  executive 
committee  endorsed  the  plan  of  adding  to 
“The  Interpreter,”1  national  program 
journal  of  the  church  published  by  the 
JCC’s  Division  of  Program  and 
Benevolence  Interpretation,  a  multi¬ 
page  news  insert  to  be  prepared  by  the 
staff  of  “Today.” 

"The  Interpreter”  will  be  offered  to  all 
present  “Today”  subscribers  when  that 
magazine  suspends  publication.  Several 
other  alternatives  will  be  offered,  also. 

Edwin  H.  Maynard,  editorial  director 
of  the  Division  of  Program  and 
Benevolence  Interpretation,  will  head 

Church  press 
told:  investigate 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  Syn¬ 
dicated  columnist  Jack  Anderson  told 
some  100  religious  public  relations  people 
that  church  publications  ought  to  do 
more  investigative  reporting. 

"I  think  it  would  be  very  useful  for  your 
publications  to  hire  investigative 
reporters  to  dig  out  the  facts,”  he  said  in 
a  luncheon  talk  before  the  46th  annual 
convention  of  the  Religious  Public 
Relations  Council  here. 

Mr.  Anderson,  whose  talk  before  the 
religious  public  relations  group  featured 
his  investigative  and  writing  ex¬ 
periences,  asked  how  PR  people  who  are 
paid  by  their  church  could  expect  to  hold 
their  jobs  if  they  hung  out  any  "dirty 
linen”  they  came  upon  in  their  work. 

“I’ve  always  thought  that  the  best 
public  relations  is  the  truth,”  he  replied. 
“I’ve  thought  that  about  government  and 
I  think  it’s  true  about  churches  . .  . 

"It  seems  to  me,"  he  continued,  “that 
our  religious  publications,  perhaps  above 
all  other  publications,  ought  to  be  digging 
for  the  truth,  ought  to  be  trying  to 
enlighten  the  people.” 

“In  any  given  church,  I’m  more  in¬ 
terested  in  what’s  going  on  than  in  what 
some  bishop  says  is  going  on.  I  don’t 
mean  to  imply  that  we’ve  got  bishops 
who  don’t  tell  the  truth,  but  it’s  human 
nature  for  all  of  us  to  report  our  version 
of  events  ...  So  it  seems  to  me  the 
press  ought  to  be  objective,  should  try  to 
seek  out  the  truth,  to  get  the  facts,  and 
never  misrepresent  the  facts  ” 


the  periodicals  study. 

“United  Methodist  Communications 
holds  a  basic  responsibility  to  help  keep 
open  the  channels  of  communication 
within  our  church,”  Dr.  Chambers  said. 


“We  are  interested  in  all  of  the  media 
—  electronic,  film  and  print.  We  are 
obligated  fo  do  anything  we  can  to  assure 
that  essential  communication  within  the 
church  continues.” 


Church  press  urged 
to  sharpen  its  identity 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (UMC)  -  “United 
Methodists  Today”  magazine  which  will 
cease  publication  in  June  may  have  had  a 
greater  impact  and  a  better  chance  of 
success  had  it  steered  a  course  that  was 
more  Methodist  in  character,  an 
ecumenical  group  of  religious  com¬ 
municators  were  told  here  recently  by 
Dennis  Shoemaker,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Associated  Church  Press  ( ACP) . 

The  United  Presbyterian  clergyman 
addressed  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Chapter  of  the  Religious  Public 
Relations  Council  and  a  regional  meeting 
of  ACP,  an  association  of  Protestant  and 
Catholic  publications  whose  circulations 
total  more  than  16  million. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Publication  announced  March  26  that  it 
was  discontinuing  “Today,”  a  decision 
which  leaves  the  10  million  member 
denomination  without  a  general  church 
subscription  magazine. 

Mr.  Shoemaker  said  “Today”  should 
have  been  more  self-consciously  aware 
of  its  United  Methodist  reason  for  being. 
“This  is  to  argue  that  the  future  of 
religious  communication,  despite  a  con¬ 
tinuing  series  of  overtures  to  the  whole 
church  to  become  more  ecumenical  in  its 
structure,  depends  on  a  sharpening 
rather  than  a  diffusing  of  special 
identity,”  he  said.  "It  therefore  follows 
that  a  broad-based  COCU  (Consultation 
on  Church  Union)  sponsored  publication 
would  be  in  trouble  at  the  outset.” 

Observing  that  “Today”  and  its 
predecessor,  “Together,”  could  be  read 
by  Methodists  and  non-Methodists  with 
equal  interest,  Mr.  Shoemaker  said, 
“The  theory  behind  this  approach  is  that 
the  way  to  Increase  circulation,  to 
broaden  the  base,  is  to  become  less 
specialized  and  less  focused.  This  was 
the  approach  of  mass  circulation  maga¬ 
zines  in  the  secular  field,  most  of  which 
have  gone  out  of  business  in  recent 
years.” 

With  the  advent  of  sophisticated 
electronic  media,  particularly  television, 
Mr.  Shoemaker  said  the  “something  for 
everybody”  approach  to  magazine 
production  was  severely  challenged.  “In 
effect,  the  major  TV  networks  have 
become  electronic  general  magazines. 
This  suggests  that  “Today”  was  not  so 
much  competing  against  other  United 
Methodist  publications  as  against  other 
media  forms  that  could  do  much  the 
same  task  more  effectively.” 

Calling  for  individuality  in  publica¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Shoemaker  said.  “People  are 
yearning  for  something,  anything,  that 
says  to  them,  ‘I’m  me!  ’.  In  religious  jour¬ 
nalism  this  calls  for  saying,  ‘I’m  a  Meth¬ 
odist’,  or  even,  ‘I’m  a  Tennessee  Meth¬ 
odist’.  What  has  been  lost  in  modern 
culture  is  a  sense  of  special  belonging.” 

The  problem  of  general  periodicals  is 
not  one  United  Methodists  face  alone, 


Mr.  Shoemaker  said. 

The  only  way  church  magazines  can 
exist  today  is  to  receive  subsidy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Shoemaker.  “We  are  now 
in  a  'red  alert’  where  the  rule  is  ‘subsi¬ 
dize  or  perish,’  and  with  that  all  the  ha¬ 
zards  and  tensions  that  come  with  such 
assistance  m.uat.be  endured  ” 

The  hard  question  for  “Today," 
Mr.  Shoemaker  believes,  is  not  subsidy 
nor  competition,  but  why  the  periodical 
representing  the  entire  denomination  is 
forced  out  of  business  while  those  meant 
for  specialized  audiences  survive.  To 
answer  that  question,  he  said  one  must 
examine  the  purpose. 

“What  did  ‘Today’  exist  to  do?  What 
does  an  annual  conference  publication 
exist  to  do?  Is  anyone  else  doing  the  same 
thing  in  a  manner  more  satisfactory  to 
the  consumer?” 

Although  subsidy  is  required  to  keep 
religious  publications  alive,  Mr.  Shoe¬ 
maker  said  there  is  a  danger  that  a  jour¬ 
nal  will  “lose  its  soul  to  the  bureaucracy 
it  serves." 

“A  journal  that  attempts  to  represent 
the  church  institution,  to  speak  for  it,  and 
does  not  possess  the  facility  to  criticize  it, 
runs  the  risk  of  becoming  a  propaganda 
instrument  which  cannot  be  trusted  to 
tell  the  truth,”  he  said. 

He  called  for  church  periodicals  to  take 
the  reader’s  side,  doing  grass-roots 
journalism  on  behalf  of  the  readers. 
“Practically,  this  means  use  of  raw 
news,  news  that  deals  with  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  human  experience,  that  doesn’t 
gloss  over  reality  with  an  ecclesiastical 
paintbrush,  that  has  the  grace  not  to  end 
every  story  with  a  there’s-joy-in- 
following- Jesus  theme,  or  how-faith- 
helped-me-muddle-through.  Life  often 
isn’t  very  much  like  that,  and  some 
credibility  might  be  restored  if  the 
religious  journalist  was  given  freedom  to 
illustrate  how  and  why  that's  true  from 
real  experience.” 

Ultimately,  Mr.  Shoemaker  said  the 
question  that  must  be  resolved  by  any 
denominational  journal  is  basic  and 
simple :  “Whose  publication  is  it?  Is  it  the 
communication  vehicle  of  a  people  whose 
identity  has  been  clarified,  or  is  it  the 
pipeline  of  denominational  officials?  If  it 
is  the  former,  then  the  publication  can 
become  a  forum  for  the  engagement  of 
human  beings  who  live  in  community, 
however  uneasily  ...  if  not,  the  jour¬ 
nalistic  effort  may  be  no  more  than  an 
attempt  to  demonstrate  a  handy-dandy 
guide  to  the  Christian  life.” 


INFLAMED  EYES? 

Get  prompt  relief  with  LAVOPTIK,  the 
Medicinal  Eye  Wash.  Soothes  granulated  eye¬ 
lids.  itching,  irritation.  Aids  natural  healing. 
Relied  on  by  mil'.ions  for  dependable  eye 
comfort.  Insist  on  genuine  LAVOPTIK  Eye 
Wash  with  eye  cup  included,  at  your  druggist. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


Biggest  Travel  Bargain  of  the  Decade 


16  DAYS 


TOUR  OF  ENGLAND 


at  the  unbelievable  low  price  of 


From 


$799.00 


From  July  7 —  Chicago  Sc  Detroit,  July  21  —  Atlanta  *  Char-  Prices  Include  your  Jet  Flights,  your  Accommodations,  your 
lotte,  August  4  —  Dallas  Sc  Kansas  City  (t»3S).  August  18  -  Food  and  Sightseeing  and  a  Professional  Tour  Escort. 
Philadelphia.  ACT  NOW  —  SPACE  IS  LIMITED 


Eiiucatlnnal  (©pportunitiea.  3nc. 

P.O.  Box  23446,  Oakland  Park,  Florida  33307 
I  would  like  to  receive  information  and  descriptive  brochure. 
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Church  architecture  viewed 

Sacred  places  are  people-places,  conference  says 


By  PAT  SITES 
SUIT  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  When  you  bring 
together  a  group  of  clergymen  and 
architects  for  three  days  in  this  historic 
Texas  city  and  turn  them  loose  on  a 
subject  like  church  architecture,  they’re 
likely  to  travel  avenues  and  byways  that, 
literally  and  figuratively,  cover  more 
ground  than  just  architecture. 

That’s  what  happened  here  last  week 
when  130  participants  in  the  National 
Interfaith  Conference  on  Religion  and 
Architecture  shared  ideas  and  experien¬ 
ces  in  everything  from  theology  to 
church  design  and  religious  arts  to  the 
“stew-pot”  mixture  of  peoples  in  this 
Latino-Anglo  city. 

“Old  Roots  -  New  Shoots”  was  the 
theme  of  this  year’s  conference, 
convened  by  the  Interfaith  Research 


Council  for  persons  across  the  nation 
responsible  in  one  way  or  another  for 
“the  use  of  sacred  space.” 

Architecture  had  its  place  in  the  sun,  as 
35  church,  church-related  and  synagogue 
designs  vied  for  honor  and  merit  awards 
at  the  conference’s  annual  exhibit.  So  did 
the  religious  arts,  with  ent 

Architecture  had  its  place  in  the  sun,  as 
35  church,  church-related  and  synagogue 
designs  vied  for  honor  and  merit  awards 
at  the  conference’s  annual  exhibit.  So  did 
the  religious  arts,  with  entries  from 
artists  and  craftsmen  in  a  variety  of 
media  ranging  from  textiles  to  metal, 
wood  and  ceramics. 

But  throughout  the  conference,  the 
human  dimension  of  religious  architec¬ 
ture,  the  view  of  sacred  places  as 
“people-places”,  was  an  ever-recurring 
theme. 


APRIL  25, 1975 


Newsline/ 
Global  at 
new  time 

NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (UMC)  -  News¬ 
line/Global,  a  weekly  telephone  news 
program  from  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  moved  to  a 
new  time  slot  in  the  church’s  INFOSERV 
network  this  month. 

The  new  hour  for  the  program,  which 


Official  says 

Architecture  not  top 
U.M.  priority  now 


in  a  keynote  address  on  “Urban 
Humanism  ■  The  City  as  a  Symbol  of 
Human  Continuity",  Donald  Canty, 
editor  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Architects'  Journal,  told  the  group  that 
churches  and  synagogues  must  be  the 
nuclei  of  diverse  communities.  “Be 
visible,  even  be  flamboyant  in  your 
efforts  to  attract  a  diversity  of  people  and 
cultures  to  your  urban  neighborhood,”  he 

urSed  ^  — r  TV  features  in-person  interviews  with 

Conferees  also  heard  an  impassioned  Varied  cam  ninja  ,,  l,  j  mission  leaders  and  workers,  and 

plea  from  Rabbi  Jack  Bemporad,  of  lumping  experiences  beckon  United  Methodists 

Temple  EmanuEl,  Dallas,  to  provide  Annual  Conferences  all  across  the  church  are  gearing  up  during  the  spring  for  a 
places  of  “spiritual  repair”  for  people.  “ide  variety  of  camping  experiences  to  be  offered  during  the  summer  months. 

Everything  from  religious  art  camps  to  inspirational  retreats  to  mission  workshops 
beckon  the  church  member  to  leave  the  city  for  a  Christian  learning  experience  In 
an  out-of-doors  setting.  Pictured  here  is  a  backpacking  seminar  from  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  Denver,  relaxing  near  Tipperary  Lake  in  the  Gore  Range/Eagle’s  Nest 
Primitive  Area  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  of  Colorado  last  summer. 

PHOTO  COURTESY 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
SAN  ANTONIO  —  United  Methodism  is 
not  in  the  vanguard  of  architectural 
advances  these  days. 

Only  a  handful  of  United  Methodists 
turned  up  for  last  week’s  National 
Interfaith  Conference  on  Religion  and 
Architecture  here  last  week,  for 
example.  (See  related  story  on  this 
page.)  And  one  of  them  admits  that  local 
Church  architecture  is  definitely  not  a 
current  priority  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“There  are  peaks  and  valleys,"  says 
Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gothard,  consultant  on 
building  for  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Disciples  hip.  “Right  now  the  priorities  of 
ethnic  and  minority  concerns  must  take 
precedent  at  the  national  church  level. 
And  of  course  the  economic  situation 
makes  a  difference.” 

Psychiatrist 
helps  pastors 
with  alcoholics 

HOUSTON  (RNS)— Psychiatrist  K.  D. 
Charalampous  believes  that  churches 
often  make  mistakes  in  trying  to  meet 
the  problems  of  alcoholics.  And  he’s 
trying  to  show  ministers  how  to  avoid 
such  errors. 

The  Greek  Orthodox  layman,  who 
works  in  the  psychiatric  department  at 
Baylor  College  of  Medicine,  offers  a 
continuing  series  of  courses  for  clergy 
who  want  to  improve  their  skills  in 
handling  the  problems  of  alcoholics. 

Two  common  errors  of  an  opposite 
nature,  Dr.  Charalampous  says,  are  to 
totally  oppose  the  consumption  of 
alcoholic  beverages,  thereby  effectively 
closing  doors  to  alcoholics  and  potential 
alcoholics,  and  to  pretend  that  the 
problem  does  not  exist  by  failing  to  teach 
restraint  in  drinking. 

Warning  against  both  of  these  errors, 
the  psychiatrist  notes,  “The  church 
cannot  afford  to  ostracize  itself  (either 
way)  from  the  drinkers.” 

Dr.  Charalampous  points  out  that 
“there  is  no  simple  approach  or  one 
single  method  for  handling  problems  of 
alcoholism.”  In  this  regard,  he  says  that 
the  idea  held  by  some  churches  “that  you 
kneel  down  and  pray  and  stop  drinking 
does  not  work  (in  most  cases).” 

According  to  the  psychiatrist,  “the 
individual  who  has  become  addicted  to 
alcohol  has  a  chronic  illness,  not  just  a 
crisis  problem.  Alcoholism  is  not  like 
losing  a  loved  one.  Grief  over  a  death  will 
pass.  Alcoholism  is  like  getting  polio  in 
the  days  before  the  polio  vaccine  was 
discovered.” 


But  it  wasn’t  always  that  way,  Mr. 
Gothard  told  TM/  UMR. 

In  fact,  back  in  1924,  it  was  Methodist 
Elbert  M.  Conover,  director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Architecture  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  who  first  brought 
together  a  group  of  church  architects, 
clergy  and  laypersons  to  discuss 
problems  of  mutual  interest. 

The  Church  Architectural  Guild  of 
America  was  a  direct  forerunner  of 
today’s  Guild  for  Religious  Architecture 
(GRA),  which  helps  sponsor  the  annual 
gatherings.  What’s  more,  the  Methodist 
Bureau  which  Mr.  Conover  directed  was 
probably  the  first  denomination  effort  to 
“shape  buildings  before  they  shape  us,” 
according  to  Philadelphia  architect 
Harold  E.  Wagoner’s  article  in  the 
current  issue  of  “Faith  and  Form”,  GRA 
journal. 

Today,  the  National  Interfaith  Confer¬ 
ence  presents  a  Conover  award  for 
extraordinary  contribution  by  a  non- 
architect,  as  a  memorial  to  its  Methodist 
mentor. 

Mr.  Gothard,  who  received  the 
Conover  award  three  years  ago,  works 
cooperatively  with  the  Office  of  Architec¬ 
ture  of  United  Methodism’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  assist  local  churches 
and  conferences  with  their  architectural 
needs  -  a  joint  effort  that  began  In  the 
’30’s. 

Assembling  a  group  of  Texas  confer¬ 
ence  council  directors  and  district 
superintendents  here  last  week  prior  to 
the  Interfaith  Conference,  Mr.  Gothard 
unveiled  a  new  manual  of  procedures 
soon  to  be  available  to  churches  through 
the  Global  Ministries’  Office  of  Architec¬ 
ture. 

He  also  led  the  group  through  some 
theological  wickets  on  the  road  to 
building  places  of  worship:  What  makes 
a  church  building  a  church  building? 
Where  is  God  -  up  there  or  right  here? 
What  are  the  needs  and  expectations  of 
people  for  their  building? 

This  sort  of  dialogue,  he  says,  is  the 
kind  he  helps  facilitate  in  the  conferences 
and  churches  he  visits.  “I  am  not  an 
architect,  but  a  program  person.  I  help  - 
churches  define  their  needs  and  talk  with 
their  architects.  Sometimes  they  decide 
they  can’t  build,  so  then  I  help  them 
redesign  their  program  instead.” 

Meanwhile,  the  old  Methodist  influence 
is  still  being  felt  in  the  National 
Conference  of  Religion  and  Architecture, 
he  notes. 

A  Conover  award  was  presented  again 
this  year  by  NCRA,  this  time  to  Dr. 
Joseph  Sitler,  Lutheran  theologian  from 
the  University  of  Chicago  School,  of 
Divinity. 


Pointing  to  the  effects  of  a  consumer- 
oriented  society  (“Man  is  one  large 
stomach”)  and  to  technology  “which 
says  ‘we’ll  save  you’  but  neglects  the 
human  context”  he  called  on  members  to 
provide  places  of  worship  "as  a  continual 
reminder  to  man  of  who  he  is.” 

“There  is  a  true  role  for  art  today  in  the 
religious  community,”  Rabbi  Albert 
Plotkin,  Temple  Beth  Israel,  Phoenix, 
Anz.,  said,  “But  it  must  be  true  art  and  it 
must  be  art  that  can  be  used.” 

And  moving  out  into  San  Antonio  both 
old  and  new,  the  participants  sat  in  the 
courtyard  of  historic  San  Jose  Mission 
and  learned  of  “the  birth  in  pain  of  a  new 
people,”  as  the  Rev.  Virgilio  P.  Elizondo 
described  the  coming  together  of  two 
cultures  in  San  Antonio.  Father  Elizondo 
is  president  of  the  Mexican  American 
Cultural  Center,  a  movement  designed  to 
help  Spanish-speaking  people  integrate 
fully  into  life  in  the  United  States 
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the  church  today 


Board  of  Global  Ministries  urges 
President  Ford  to  reject 
Park  regime 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
has  asked  President  Ford  to  reject 
publicly  the  “oppressive  and  inhumane 
policies^  nd  actions”  of  the  South  Korean 
government. 


Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  general  secretary 
of  the  board  and  Dr.  Lois  Miller,  head  of 
“Instead  of  the  melting  pot  theory,”  he  the  World  Division,  joined  Bishop  Wash- 
said.  “we  like  to  talk  about  the  ‘stew  pot’,  burn  in  insisting  that  the  eight  men  did 

not  receive  a  fair  public  trial.. 

“We  cannot  accept  among  nations  such 
degraded  level  of  injustice  characterized 
by  arbitrary  arrests,  confessions  ex¬ 
torted  by  brutal  torture,  convictions  by 
closed  courts  and  executions  to  intimi¬ 
date  the  populace,"  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  leaders  said. 

In  a  telegram  to  the  White  House 
Bishop  Paul  Washburn  of  Chicago, 
president,  and  top  executive  officials  of 
the  agency  strongly  protested  the  April 
9th  execution  of  eight  men  by  the  Seoul 
regime  of  President  Park  Chung  Hee. 

They  told  President  Ford  that  the  U.S. 
government  and  the  nation  at  large 
bears  “some  responsibility  and  guilt”  for 
what  is  happening  in  South  Korea 
because  this  country  supports  the  Park 
“dictatorship.” 

A  cable  of  protest  was  also  sent  to 
President  Park. 


said, 

In  a  stew,  you  can  still  taste  the  carrots 
and  potatoes,  yet  their  flavor  is  enhanced 
by  their  exposure  to  each  other.” 

Continuity  and  a  blending  of  old  and 
new  was  another  recurring  theme  in 
workshops  and  lectures.  Historic  build¬ 
ings  must  be  put  to  adaptive  use,  the 
president  of  the  San  Antonio  Preserva¬ 
tion  Society,  Mrs.  Beverly  Blount,  told 
the  group.  “Restoration  is  resurrection  - 
but  it  must  be  new,”  said  a 
Williamstown,  Mass.,  restoration  expert, 
Mrs.  Maryann  Beinecke. 

Tying  it  together,  perhaps,  was  the 
comment  of  one  participant  who  said, 
“This  isn’t  a  meeting.  It’s  a  theology- 
philosophy-history-sociology  course.” 

Tennessee  law 
on  creation 
story  stricken 

CINCINNATI  (RNS)  -  A  federal 
appeals  court  has  overruled  a  1973 
Tennessee  law  requiring  public  school 
biology  texts  to  give  the  biblical  account 
of  creation  equal  space  with  evolution. 

The  Sixth  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
said  the  law  unconstitutionally  establish¬ 
ed  a  preference  for  the  biblical  point  of 
view. 

It  said  the  law  was  a  new  version  “of 
the  legislative  effort  to  suppress  the 
theory  of  evolution  which  preceded  the 
famous  Scopes  Monkey  Trial  of  1925. 

The  court  noted  that  the  1973  act  of  the 
Tennessee  legislature  did  not  outlaw  the 
teaching  of  evolution  but  it  claimed  that 
the  purpose  was  the  same  as  that  which 
provoked  the  Scopes  trial. 

In  1925,  John  T.  Scopes  was  tried  and 
convicted  in  Dayton,  Tenn.  on  charges  of 
violating  the  so-called  “Monkey  Law.” 
The  anti-evolution  statute  remained  on 
the  Tennessee  books  until  repeal  in  1967. 

A  move  to  require  that  the  Genesis 
account  of  creation  be  included  in  public 
school  biology  books  was  successful  in 
1973. 

The  law  stated  that  books  must  give 
alternative  views  on  creation,  including 
the  biblical  version. 

Among  those  challenging  the  law  were 
Nashville  educators,  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Biology  Teachers  and  the 
Nashville  Chapter  of  Americans  United 
for  Separation  of  Church  and  State. 


Puerto  Rican  Methodists 
observe  75th  year 

SAN  JUAN,  P.  R.  ((RNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  celebrating 
the  75th  anniversary  of  its  founding  in 
Puerto  Rico.  The  first  Methodist 
missionary.  Dr.  Charles  W.  Dress  Hypes, 
arrived  here  on  March  25,  1900. 

Dr.  Drees  Hypes  and  his  successors 


were  active  in  organizing  the 
congregation  of  Methodist  churches.  The 
first  English-speaking  congregation  was 
organized  April  1,  1900,  and  the  first 
Spanish-speaking  Methodist 
congregation  was  founded  on  April  8  of 
the  same  year. 

State  rejects  bid  to  take 
over  U.M.  college 

CHAPEL  HILL,  N.C.  (RNS)  —  North 
Carolina  Wesleyan  College’s  request  that 
it  be  taken  into  the  state’s  university 
system  was  denied  by  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  Board  of  Governors.  The 
vote  was  unanimous. 

The  board  adopted  a  report  containing 
the  recommendations  of  university 
president  Dr.  William  C.  Friday,  who 
said  there  “was  no  demonstrable  need” 
for  an  additional  campus  in  the  16- 
campus  university  system. 

N.  C.  Wesleyan,  established  by  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  had  proposed  that  the 
state  take  it  over  by  assuming  its  debt  of 
$3.5  million  to  prevent  its  closure.  It  said 
it  was  in  severe  financial  difficulties 
because  of  declining  enrollment. 

United  Methodist  heads 
chaplains 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)-Next  in 
line  for  duty  as  the  Army’s  chief  of 
chaplains  is  a  United  Methodist,  Orris  E. 
Kelly,  a  chaplain  for  22  years. 

Chaplain  (Col.)  Kelly  has  been  nomina¬ 
ted  by  President  Ford  for  the  post  and  for 
promotion  to  major  general.  If  approved 
by  the  Senate,  he  would  take  office  by 
July  31. 

Ordained  an  elder  in  June  1953  at 
Appleton,  Wis.,  he  served  as  student 
minister  in  three  Methodist  churches  in 
Kansas  before  entering  the  Army  chap¬ 
laincy. 


regular  reports  on  trends  and  news  from 
the  church’s  largest  program  board,  will 
be  Mondays  through  Thursdays  from  4 
p.m.  to  8  a.m.,  Central  Daylight  Time, 
and  from  4  p.m.  Fridays  through  8  a.m. 
Mondays. 

Major  reason  for  the  shift  was  to  free 
INFOSERV’s  toll-free  telephone  lines  for 
other  questions  dealing  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Newsline/  Global, 
which  began  last  January,  has  been 
averaging  some  100  calls  per  week,  or  the 
equivalent  of  one  day  per  week  of  the 
total  INFOSERV  time. 

Among  topics  covered  by 
Newsline/  Global  have  been  a  massive 
take-over  of  church  property  in  Africa, 
splits  within  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church,  interviews  with  missionaries 
and  overseas  bishops,  first-hand  reports 
on  the  Mid-east,  coverage  of  programs 
dealing  with  world  hunger,  and 
developments  within  the  seven  divisions 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Those  wishing  to  hear  Newsline/ 
Global  should  dial  the  regular  INFO- 
SERV  number,  800-251-8140,  but  at  the 
specified  hours.  Normal  program  length 
is  about  three  minutes. 

Churches  may 
order  world 
hunger  packet* 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  — Local  churches 
wanting  to  know  more  about  the  world 
hunger  problem  and  how  they  can  do 
something  about  it  can  turn  to  a  new 
United  Methodist  resource  to  be  issued 
May  15. 

Entitled  “Dimension  of  Hunger”,  the 
new  resource  packet  will  seek  to 
interpret  Christian  perspectives  on  food, 
bring  the  hunger  issue  into  focus,  give 
accurate  information  for  study,  and  offer 
guidelines  for  action. 

The  “Dimensions”  packet  is  being 
produced  by  Discipleship  Resources, 
publishing  arm  of  The  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Preparation  of  the 
packet  has  involved  representatives 
from  United  Methodist  Boards  of 
Discipleship,  Church  and  Society,  Global 
Ministries,  and  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  The  packets  may  be  ordered 
for  $1.95  from  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202. 


In  Laramie,  Wyoming 

People  make  unique  plan  work 


By  BARB  BERG 
Staff  Writer 


Classified 

R«t«:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  par  in¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adverting  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  M.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  11.00  per  insertion 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  413  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  7320L 
(214)  747-4540. 

'  DIRECTOR  FOR  CHRISTIAN  PRESCHOOL. 

Would  share  In  the  ministry  of  a  vital 
congregation.  Must  be  a  seasoned  educator, 
experienced  In  management.  Salary  range 
i  88,000-9.000.  Send  resumes  to  Griffith  United 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.-J. 

Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllag  Dr.. 

FOR  SALE:  Twenty-nine  8-foot  and  eleven  10- 
foot  church  pews.  Good  condition.  H.  G. 

Methodist  Church.  1701  East  Okey  Blvd.,  Las 
Vegaa,  Nev.  80109. 

Counts.  Box  893,  Marble  Falls,  Texas  78584, 



FOR  SALE:  Large  Allen  Organ  —  82,400.  Two- 

quality  warmhearted  30- minute  radio  program 

Is  available  to  you  and  your  community 
without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility  Is  either 
to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated,  sponsored 
or  underwritten.  We  provide  the  tepee  com- 

GEMS  FROM  JAMES  by  Donald  Charles 

Lacy.  Excellent  for:  devotional  reading,  Bible 
l  study,  preaching  Ideas,  prayer  group  or  class 

1  discussion.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Lacy  has  contributed 

complete  gyrophonlc  tubes.  30  stops  plus 
percussion!.  Not  worn  out  —  just  being 
replaced  by  pipe  organ.  If  Interested,  call  (803) 

I  448-1109.  Prascott.  Axis. 

pletely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour.  P.  O.  Box 

77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32503 

School,"  "The  Interpreter,"  and  many  other 
periodicals.  He  la  the  author  of  the  Tidings 

NEED  MONEY  FOR  special  church  projects? 

Raise  hundreds  of  dollars  for  your  church 

HOMEPARENT8  NEEDED  for  child  cars. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married  ; 

couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  Ur 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 

"The  Three  R'e."  He  la  paator  of  the  Flret 
United  MethodiK  Church  in  Seymour,  Ind, 

54.96  (hardback)  at  your  favorite  bookseller. 

activities  by  sailing  beautiful  pen  and  Ink 
drawings  of  your  church,  suitable  for  framing, 
to  members  and  friends.  Write  for  free  sam¬ 
ples  and  details.  No  obligations.  Frank  R. 

living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave  j  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 

BEAUTIFUL  ETAINED  GLASS  windows  and 

Nashville.  Tenn.  37211. 

non-dr  inkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 

Bill  Grisham,  P.O.  Box  318,  Leonard,  TX. 

78453.  Telephone  (214  )  857-3463. 

PACIFIC  NORTH  WE  ST-CANADIAN 
ROCKIES  fourteen-day  Cart  an  Tour  leaves 

contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  78705. 

CHOIR  -  MISSION  •  SKI  BUS  TRIPS  can  be 
better  planned,  there  la  better  equipment,  you 

81219.27  per  person.  Write  or  calli  Rev.  Robert 
Bruehl,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  424 

",B 

OCCASIONS.  Only  12.80  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.’s. 
Elizabeth's  Gift  House,  P.O.  Box  28361. 
Houston.  Texas  77008. 

Trev-Con,  Bob  Evan*;  3040 Park  Lane,  No.  lkl, 
Dalles.  Texas  75220,  (314  )  38541658. 

RETIRED  MINISTER  WANTS  to  buy  con¬ 
dominium,  house  or  residential  lot.  Contact:  F. 

M.  Gaugh,  2329  Westfield  Rd..  Charlotte.  N.C. 

28207. 

a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

recorded,  sheet  music.  One  peckege  offer. 
Member  ASCAP.  Christian  Song  Writers.  3803  1 

Deerfoot  Dr.,  Chattanooga,  TN.  37406, 

WHO  AM  I  NOW  THAT  I  AM  ALONE? 
Leaders  guide.  This  guide  contains  tan 
sessions  which  are  designed  to  help  persons 

medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt,  8457  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (813  )  508-2410. 

EUROPE?  Go  with  a  Methodist  group.  July  14- 
29.  8985  from  Dalles  Includes  most  meals.  For 
Information,  write  or  cell:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Jacksonville,  Texas  79756.  , 

who  a re  divorced.  The  group  experience 
concerns  Itself  with  learning  skills  In  com¬ 
munication,  defining  love,  and  Identity 
building.  Cost  85 JO.  Rev.  James  L.  Ramsey. 

13222  E.  Bailey.  Whittier,  CA.  90801. 

LARAMIE,  Wyo.  -  800  church  mem¬ 
bers  x  $1.00  =  $1,064. 

The  “new  math,”  wishful  thinking,  or 
what?  Well,  to  the  congregation  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  here  that 
absurd  calculation  is  really  not  absurd  at 
all. 

It’s  all  part  of  “Vision  133:  a  plan  for 
United  Methodist  growth,”  a  five-year 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference-wide  cam¬ 
paign  launched  at  last  year’s  annual 
conference. 

Church  extension  and  outreach  is  the 
program’s  aim.  “133”  represents  the 
$1.33  per  local  church  member  which 
Vision  133  coordinators  hope  to  glean 
during  the  emphasis.  Proceeds  go  toward 
church  development  throughout  the 
conference. 

Vision  133  -  dubbed  “God’s  Dollar 
Program”  -  geared  into  action  at  First 
Church  in  mid-February.  Following  a 
carry-in  dinner,  each  member  was 
invited  to  pick  up  a  one  dollar  bill 
(receipts  from  the  sale  of  a  house  given 
to  the  church),  with  instruction  to  invest 
the  money  so  that  it  would  grow. 

In  an  advance  notice,  several  suggest¬ 
ions  were  offered.  Persons  could  pool 
their  dollars  to  create  additional  working 
capital.  Those  with  plans  for  projects 
requiring  over  one  dollar  could  request 
more. 

Almost  immediately,  individuals  and 
groups  alike  began  brainstorming  ideas 
for  money-multiplying  ventures.  The 
United  Methodist  Men  sponsored  a 
pancake  breakfast,  which  reaped  $194. 
Junior  high  youth  started  collecting 
re-cycleable  aluminum  cans.  And  a 
full-scale  selling  operating,  via  a 
mini-fair,  provided  members  with  a 
special  opportunity  to  display  and  peddle 
their  wares,  ranging  from  arts  and  crafts 
novelties  to  a  potpourri  of  baked  goods. 

One  woman,  author  of  a  recently 
released  book,  had  a  book  review  tea, 
adding  $100  to  the  God’s  Dollar  Program 
fund.  Another  compiled  and  sold  a 
booklet  of  United  Methodist  Women 
members’  birthdays.  Her  idea  sparked 
Pastor  Jim  Cavender’s  imagination,  and 
he  assembled  his  own  version,  listing 
birthdays  of  United  Methodist  Men.  One 
family  in  the  congregation  is  taking, 
developing  and  selling  photographs  of 
parish  activities. 

The  youthful  segment  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  is  playing  an  equally  vital  role  in  the 
two-month  effort.  TVo  young  sisters  are 
custom-making  ceramics.  UMYFers 
have  enjoyed  an  added  treat  -  lOc 
popcorn  -  at  their  meetings,  thanks  to  the 


ingenuity  of  one  boy.  Another  young  man 
is  drawing  and  marketing  ink  sketches  of 
the  church  sanctuary. 

Each  Sunday,  members  have  briefly 
shared  news  of  their  projects.  Mr. 
Cavender  summarized  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  progress  report  in  three  words: 
“going  fantastically  well.”  Already  the 
$1,064  goal  has  been  surpassed.  First 
Church  parishioners  seem  to  be 
experiencing  first-hand  what  the  confer¬ 
ence  church  extension  drive  is  all  about. 

How  will  the  God’s  Dollar  Program 
proceeds  be  used?  According  to  the  Rev. 
Warren  McConnell,  chairman  of  the 


conference  Committee  on  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  and  Outreach,  Vision  133  receipts 
will  help  finance  “the  relocation  of 
churches,  the  building  of  new  churches  or 
the  purchase  of  land  sites  for  new  church 
buildings.”  He  added  that  use  of  Vision 
133  monies  are  subject  to  final  approval 
by  both  the  district  and  the  annual 
conference. 

At  any  rate,  when  the  emphasis  ends 
May  4  -  the  first  day  of  National  Family 
Week,  members  here  will  be  able  to 
reflect  on  their  work  as  a  church  family 
in  bringing  the  Parable  of  the  Talents  of 
life. 


From  Christmas  tree  to  cross 


BLOOMINGTON,  Mn.  -  To  members  of  Hillcrest  UMC  here,  Christ’s  birth,  death 
and  resurrection  are  uniquely  inter-woven  by  this  eight-by-seven-foot  cross. 

Gene  and  Glenis  Hedegaard,  pictured  above,  constructed  the  cross  from  the 
church's  16-foot  Christmas  tree  and  placed  it  in  the  sanctuary  during  Lent. 

The  cross,  they  said,  reminds  Christians  that  the  birth  of  Christ  has  no  meaning 
without  his  death  and  resurrection. 
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^  Bishop’s  Message 

one  put  into  a  few  words  the  essence  of  a  sentiment  that  is  beyond 
mere  verbalization?  Our  strongest  feelings,  deepest  hurts  and  joys  often  are 
best  expressed  through  vehicles  of  worship,  great  poetry,  various  art  forms,  the 
notes  of  great  music  —  indeed  the  big  thoughts,  the  exhaulted  feelings  of  ap¬ 
preciation  and  sacredness  can  never  be  captured  in  plain  words. 

Wesley  Ralph  Cain,  your  Area  Provost,  our  colleague  in  Christ,  my  com¬ 
patriot  in  the  Episcopal  office,  went  on  home  to  the  Heavenly  Father  a  few  days 
ago  and  I,  like  you  cannot  describe  in  words  my  own  feelings  and  thoughts.  But, 
it  can  be  said  that  Ralph  Cain  was  a  thorough  and  dedicated  disciple  of  our 
Lord,  an  excellent  preacher,  a  servant  of  God,  an  effective  and  loyal  member 
of  the  ranks  of  the  ordained  and  above  all,  totally  faithful  to  his  “high  calling  in 
Christ  Jesus."  Clean  in  mind  and  heart,  impeccable  in  personal  habits  and 
behavior,  he  was  a  good  father  and  husband,  a  lover  of  the  out  of  doors,  a 
patriotic  and  sincere  chaplain  and  a  loyal  friend. 

I  will  miss  him,  but  we  shall  meet  again. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Some  ways  to  Evangelism 


By  BERVIN  CASWELL 
(Editor’s  note:  This  | 
is  the  second  in 
series  of  articles  j 
related  to  our  South 
Central  Jurisdic-  1 
tional  Emphasis.)  ] 

In  II  Timothy  4:5 
we  read  "...  do  j 
the  work  of 
Evangelist  .  .  . 

Does  any  of 
know  a  substantial  reason  why  this 
should  not  be  accepted  as  an  admonition 
to  be  universally  applied  among  Chris¬ 
tian  disciples?  I  have  been  asked  to  write 
an  article  concerning  the  mechanics  of  a 
program  of  evangelism,  and  I  would  hope 
that  individuals  as  well  as  local  churches 
will  find  some  ways  to  plug  in  on  one  or 
more  of  these  suggestions,  and  will, 
indeed,  do  so. 

Here  are  a  number  of  ways  to  secure 
the  names  of  prospective  members,  and 
a  list  of  persons  with  whom  to  work  in  a 
program  of  evangelism: 

A  list  of  hospital  patients  who  are 
United  Methodist,  or  Protestant;  names 
from  utilities  hook-ups;  visitors  at 
church  services;  new  members  of 
Sunday  School  classes;  home  sales  by 
real  estate  firms;  family  members  of 
church  families;  names  of  newcomers  or 
unchurched  neighbors  given  by  church 
members ;  also,  church  members  can  be 
alert  to  prospects  among  fellow  em¬ 
ployees,  club  members,  and  other 
groups;  be  aware  of  prospects  among 
community  groups  who  meet  at  the 
church  buildings;  assess,  perhaps, 
survey,  the  area  immediately  around  the 
church  plant;  do  a  follow  up  from  wed¬ 
dings  and  funerals. 

Efficient  Evangelism  surely  involves 
being  alert  in  securing  a  viable  list  of 
those  for  whom  you  and/  or  your  church 
are  logically  responsible. 

Some  other  suggestions  not  to  be 
overlooked  would  include  the  very  simple 
but  valuable  practice  of  being  alert  to 
needs,  expressed  and  unexpressed,  as  we 
have  dealings  with  persons.  Invite  non¬ 
church  attenders  to  come  to  church 
services  and  activities.  Encourage 

From  the  retired  corner 

By  BENTLEY  SLOANE 

“Hobbies” 

The  retired  preacher  is  supposed  to 
have  a  hobby,  and  retirement  provides 
occasion  for  its  development.  We  hear 
much  about  golf  and  gardening.  In  fact 
some  have  been  known  to  develop  both 
these  hobbies  extensively  before  retiring. 
Take  gardening.  The  evening  paper  gives 
extensive  layouts  for  size  and  shapes: 
row  systems,  planting  times,  fertilizers, 
weed  control,  rotation,  insecticides, 
drainage,  watering,  etc.  Besides,  a 
garden  will  help  the  food  supply  and 
provide  the  wife  with  canning 
ingredients,  and  also  display  our 
patriotism  in  fighting  inflation.  And  then 
the  joy  of  digging  in  mother  earth  and 
developing  those  back  muscles  (as  if  they 
were  needed).  Then  to  see  those  big  red 
tomatoes,  and  beans  on  the  vine,  golden 
carrots,  and  squash  and  turnip  greens. 
("Visions  of  sugar  plums  danced  in  his 
head.”) 

And  then  the  rains  came  and  the  drouth 
descended,  the  bugs  rallied  and  the  birds 
rejoiced,  the  worms  cut  and  the  dogs  dug, 
the  weeds  steadily  marched  and  the 
county  agent  said  the  soil  lacked  humus. 
(The  seed  catalog  didn’t  say.)  Thirty 
dollars  worth  of  fertilizer,  bug  killers,  a 
spraying  machine,  imported  top  soil  and 
finally  a  desperate  call  to  the  yard  man 
to  dig  you  out. 

Then  I  heard  a  great  voice  saying  unto 
me,  go  quickly  to  the  A  &  P  Store  and  get 
me  a  head  of  lettuce  for  a  salad.  We  are 
having  company  tonight,  and  while  you 
are  there  pick  up  a  can  of  asparagus.  I 
wonder  if  the  District  Superintendent  will 
have  a  small  church  left  over  after 
conference  "to  be  supplied.”  (Be  assured 
the  above  is  not  a  description  of  the 
writer). 


teachers  in  Sunday  School  classes  to 
make  an  evangelistic  emphasis.  As 
pastors,  give  an  invitation  to  Christian 
discipleship  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
sermon.  Secure  the  nucleus  for  a 
membership  training  class,  then  an¬ 
nounce  the  class  and  invite  others  to 
come.  In  many,  if  not  most,  churches, 
have  confirmation  class  once  or  twice, 
during  the  year.  Conduct  carefully 
planned  series  of  evangelistic  service. 

And  not  to  be  overlooked:  (1)  follow  up 
with  those  who  show  an  interest,  and 
those  who  make  decisions,  so  that  a 
decision  leads  to  discipleship;  and  (2)  do 
a  thorough  task  of  following  up  on  those 
who  move  away,  using  letters,  telephone 
calls,  etc.,  in  an  effort  to  get  them 
associated  with  a  church  where  they  live. 

May  God  help  us  to  ".  .  .  do  the  work  of 
an  evangelist ...”  in  ways  that  are 
pleasing  to  Him,  beneficial  to  his  church, 
and  enriching  for  the  lives  of  his  children. 


Ralph  Cain  dies 
in  New  Orleans 

Wesley  Ralph  Cain,  age  57,  died  in  New 
Orleans  on  April  28.  Well-known  and 
highly  respected  throughout  the  Con¬ 
ference,  he  had  been  Area  Provost  since 
June  1974. 

He  was  an  alumnus  of  Louisiana  State 
University,  SMU  and  held  a  BST  degree 
from  Boston  University.  Liscensed  to 
preach  in  1937,  he  had  served  various 
pastorates  in  the  conference  including 
Memorial,  Monroe;  Springhill;  Mangum 
Memorial,  Shreveport  and  was 
Superintendent  of  the  Ruston  District 
from  1969  until  he  was  appointed  by 
Bishop  Crutchfield  to  the  post  of  Area 
Provost  last  year.  During  World  War  II, 
he  served  with  distinction  as  a  chaplain 
in  the  U.S.  Army. 

Ralph  Cain  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
the  former  Adona  Pfost  and  by  four  sons: 
Noel,  Bruce,  Richard  and  Paul.  A 
granddaughter,  Kimberly,  also  survives. 
A  brother,  the  Rev.  Jerome  Cain  is 
pastor  of  First  UM  Church,  Houma. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  on 
April  30  at  Trinity  Church,  Ruston. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  friends  may  send 
love  gifts  in  care  of  John  Bayliss  at 
Reyene  Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans 
or  Clyde  Frazier  District  Superintendent! 
Monroe  Louisiana  or  Clyde  Clark,  D.S. 
Alexandria  Louisiana. 

Around 

our  Conference 

Final  contracts  for  Methodist 
Hospital’s  (New  Orleans)  $7.5  million 
expansion  program  have  been  drawn 
while  construction  continues  on  schedule 
fora  January,  1977  completion.  This  will 
be  a  335-bed  facility  upon  completion. 

The  Rev.  Andrew  F.  Gallman  of 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  was  evangelist  at  a  revival 
service  at  Rayville  Church  on  April  13. 
This  service  was  the  beginning  of  the 
week-long  event,  which  proved  highly 
successful. 


Preachers  announced  for  1975  Annual  Conference 


Lydia  Patterson  Institute  needs  support 

Hi 


Lydia  Patterson  Institute 


Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  a  special 
school  owned  and  operated  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  our  Jurisdiction, 
serves  approximately  600  Spanish 
speaking  Americans  and  Mexican 
students. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Natchitoches, 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  repre¬ 
senting  the  Louisiana  Conference,  in¬ 
dicates  that  the  institution  is  facing 
financial  problems  unless  churches 
contribute  to  its  support.  Although  the 
cost  of  tuition  per  person  is  the  lowest  for 
any  student  who  attends  private  school  in 
El  Paso,  inflation  is  taking  its  toll.  The 
tuition  will  be  raised  $3.00  per  month  per 
student.  The  salary  for  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute  teachers  remains  lower  than  the 
average  public  school  teacher;  also, 
L.P.I.  teachers  have  no  retirement 
system  available  with  the  school. 


Baton  Rouge  District  UMW 
sponsor  Mission  Tour 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  UMW 
sponsored  a  Mission  Tour  in  April, 
visiting  points  of  interest  and  in¬ 
volvement.  The  group  visited  the  U.S. 
Public  Health  Service  Hospital  in  Car- 
ville;  the  Louisiana  Correctional 
Institute  for  Women  at  St.  Gabriel;  the 
Hughes  United  Methodist  Church  Center 
in  Eden  Park,  Baton  Rouge;  and  the 


Preachers  at  the  forthcoming  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport  are  Bishop 
Prince  A.  Taylor,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Irving  Lee 
Smith. 

Bishop  Taylor  holds  ten  university 
degrees,  among  which  are  an  A.  B.  from 
Samuel  Huston  College,  a  B.  D.  from 
Gammon  Seminary,  M.  A.  from  Union 
Seminary  and  Columbia  University,  and 
Ed.D.  from  New  York  University.  He  has 
been  awarded  six  honorary  degrees. 
Bishop  Taylor  is  a  native  of  Oklahoma, 
was  ordained  an  elder  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  in  1931,  has  been  a 
seminary  professor,  an  editor  of  the 
Central  Christian  Advocate,  is  past 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
Chairman  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  and  is  presently  the  Chairman  of 
the  Division  of  Chaplains  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Bishop  Taylor  was 
decorated  twice  by  the  Government  of 
Liberia,  and  in  1964  received  the  St. 
George’s  Award  Medal  for  distinguished 
service  in  the  Methodist  Church.  He  will 
preach  in  the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary 
College  on  Tuesday,  May  27.  He  is 
known  to  be  a  close  and  warm  friend  to 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield. 

Dr.  Irving  Lee  Smith  will  preach  at  the 
ordination  service  in  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  on  Thursday,  May  29.  He  is  a 
native  of  Missouri,  but  at  the  present 
time  is  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  in  Oklahoma 
City,  which  is  said  to  be  the  third  largest 
Methodist  Church  in  the  world.  Doctor 
Smith  has  held  distinguished  pastorates, 
among  which  are  the  large  church  in 
Havana,  Cuba,  University  Church  in 
Tulsa,  and  First  Methodist  in  Stillwater, 


Dr.  Irving  Smith 

where  Oklahoma  State  University  is 
located.  Doctor  Smith  has  been  a 
delegate  to  five  consecutive  General 
Conferences,  and  has  served  on  the 
General  Conference  Commission  on 
Program.  He  is  in  wide  demand  as  a 
speaker  and  preacher. 

The  Annual  Conference  will  convene  at 
1:30,  Tuesday,  May  27,  in  the  sanctuary 
of  First  Church  in  Shreveport.  During  the 
afternoon  the  memorial  service  will  be 
held,  at  which  the  preacher  is  the 
Reverend  O.  W.  Christopher,  pastor  of 
Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  in  Slidell.  On  Wed- 


Bishop  Prince  Taylor.  Jr. 
nesday  evening.  May  28,  in  the  Gold 
Dome  the  150th  Anniversary  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  will  be  celebrated  in  an 
event  planned  by  a  large  committee,  on 
which  Dr.  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  Dr.  Webb 
Pomeroy,  and  Dr.  Will  Andress  have 
major  responsibilities.  On  Tuesday 
evening,  May  27,  after  the  sermon  by 
Bishop  Taylor,  an  honorary  degree  from 
Centenary  College  will  be  awarded  Dr. 
Oral  Roberts,  President  of  Oral  Roberts 
University.  Hie  Conference  will  conclude 
early  Friday  afternoon  with  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  after 
the  reading  of  the  appointments. 


Missionary  visits  Aurora  Church 


Dr.  Vela 
Cleveland,  Medical 
Missionary  to 
India,  stationed  in 
Kolar,  visited  the 
Aurora  UM  Church 
on  April  13,  showing 
slide  pictures  of  her 
work  there.  The 
Aurora  Church 
partially  supports 
her  work.  She  is 
shown  in  this 
photograph  with 
Dr.  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  Aurora 
pastor,  who  was  her 
pastor  in  the 
Carrollton  UM 
Church  when  she 
was  in  medical 
school. 


Shreveport  District 
UMW  held  a 
spiritual  retreat 

United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Shreveport  District  held  a  Spiritual 
Retreat  at  Merritt  Mountain  Church 
Park  on  Toledo  Bend  on  April  26.  Mrs. 
Wiley  B.  Gardner,  president,  reported 
that  women  from  throughout  the 
Shreveport  district  met  to  share 
fellowship  and  insight  on  worship. 

Program  leaders  were:  Mrs.  Irma 
Green  Jackson,  Shreveport;  Mrs.  Donald 
R.  Downs,  Shreveport;  and  Mrs.  William 
B.  Sirman,  Many.  The  theme, 
“Wholeness  through  Worship,"  was 
developed  through  both  quiet  personal 
meditation  and  group  praise  and  witness. 


Jurisdiction  youth  ministry  enterprise  is  July  7-11 


The  Board  of  Trustees  feels  that  the 
greatest  need  at  this  time  is  for  local 
churches  to  include  Lydia  Patterson  as 
an  advance  special.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  gave  about  50  per  cent  of  the 
amount  expected  from  our  area. 

L.P.I.  provides  Christian  Education  for 
students  who  need  it  most.  More  than  100 
of  the  students  are  on  Work  Scholarships 
to  help  pay  their  own  way.  Lydia  Pat¬ 
terson  Institute  also  helps  to  prepare 
young  men  and  women  for  the  Christian 
Ministry  and  other  church-related 
vocations  and  each  student  is  required  to 
have  two  credits  in  Bible  study  before 
graduation. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Blount  and  the 
Board  of  Trustees  urged  each  local 
church  to  include  this  institution  as  a  part 
of  their  giving. 


A  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Youth 
Ministry  enterprise  is  scheduled  for  July 
7-11,  1975  at  Mt.  Sequoyah.  Leadership 
opportunities  for  individual  youth, 
conference  teams,  district  councils  and 
local  church  groups  will  be  provided. 
The  program  will  include  Bible  Study, 
Heritage  of  the  UM  Church,  Officer 
Training,  Youth  in  Government,  Human 
Relations,  Drama,  Multi-Media, 

Business  seminar  for 
church  leaders 
held  at  Centenary 


Innovative  Worship,  Junior  High  Minis¬ 
try,  and  a  number  of  other  areas  of  ex¬ 
ploration. 

Registration  fee  is  $37.50,  which  in¬ 
cludes  $2.50  for  room  deposit.  Total  room 

FYI 


and  meals  cost  is  $38.60.  For  further 
information,  or  to  register,  please  con¬ 
tact:  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104. 


Chqrch  news  you  might  use 


Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  Shreveport  DS:  Dr.. 
Russell  N.  Cansler,  the  Rev.  James  M. 
Poole  (l  tor)  are  pictured  at  the  Business 
Seminar  for  Church  Leaders. 

A  Business  Seminar  for  Church 
Leaders  was  held  in  Smith  Auditorium  at 
Centenary  College  on  April  15.  It  was 
conducted  by  Dr.  Russell  N.  Cansler, 
Director  for  Center  for  Management 
Development  of  Centenary  College  of 
Louisiana. 

Church  managers,  finance  chair¬ 
persons  and  leaders  from  over  the  state 
attended  the  day  long  training  session. 
The  Seminar  leaders,  in  addition  to 
Doctor  Cansler,  were  Robert  K.  Butcher, 
Marketing  Management;  Prof.  Law¬ 
rence  C.  Noyes,  Assets  Management;  Dr. 
David  Hamer,  Property  Management; 
Ernest  Merklein,  Jr.,  C.  P.  Herrington, 
Robert  C.  McCreight,  Risk  Management. 


Mental  Health  Association  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Pictured  here,  from  left:  Mrs.  L.  W. 
Eaton,  Jr.,  District  Mission  Coordinator 
for  Christian  Social  Involvement;  Mrs. 
Marcus  L.  Burks,  for  Christian  Global 
Concerns  (these  two  ladies  were  in 
charge  of  the  tour) ;  Dr.  Margaret  Brand 
spoke  to  the  group  at  Carville.  Mrs.  Chris 
H.  Hall  is  District  UMW  President. 


The  Seminar  Group. 


Newsline/  Global,  a  weekly  telephone 
news  program  from  the  UM  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  moved  to  a  new  time 
slot  in  the  church’s  INFOSERV  network 
on  April  10.  Those  wishing  to  hear 
Newsline/  Global  should  dial  the  regular 
INFOSERV  number,  1-800-251-8140 
between  these  hours:  from  4  P.M.  to  8 
A.M.  (CDT)  Mondays  through  Thurs¬ 
days;  and  4  P.M.  Fridays  through  8  A.M. 
Mondays. 

If  you  have  questions,  suggestions,  or 
concerns  about  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources,  remember  the  toll 
free  number  is  1-800-251-8591. 

An  enlarged  and  updated  version  of  the 
paperback  book  Endless  Line  of  Splendor 
was  scheduled  to  be  off  the  press  May  1. 
This  account  of  our  Church’s  history  and 
the  persons  who  were  involved  in  it  was 
first  written  in  1950  by  the  late  Dr. 
Halford  E.  Luccock.  A  revised  edition 
appeared  in  1964,  which  spanned  the 
years  from  1708  until  1964.  In  the  1975 
edition,  Dr.  Webb  Garrison  has  provided 
22  additional  vignettes  and  presented 
new  historical  figures.  Lynn  Ward,  the 
original  artist,  has  added  10  new 
drawings.  According  to  a  spokesperson 
for  United  Methodist  Communications, 
publishers  of  the  volume,  the  book  is 
expected  to  be  one  of  several  resources 
for  use  during  the  bicentennial  year. 
Copies  are  available  for  $1.25  from 
United  Methodist  Communications,  1200 
Davis  St.,  Evanston,  Ill.  60201. 

New  prizes  for  excellence  in  writing 
news  about  religion  were  announced 
recently  by  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications.  The  awards  will  be 
given  annually  by  UMC  in  honor  of  Dr. 
Arthur  West,  retiring  associate  executive 
secretary  of  UMC’s  Division  of  Public 
Media.  The  West  Awards  will  be  given  in 
two  categories  -  news  stories  and 
features,  with  $100  and  $50  prizes  in  each 
category  annually.  The  writers  must  be 
United  Methodists  or  employees  of 
United  Methodist  agencies,  and  the 
articles  must  have  been  published. 


Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers 
in  Nashville,  Term,  has  assumed  the 
responsibility  for  coordinating  tours  of 
all  United  Methodist  Agencies  in  the 
Nashville  area.  Tour  scheduling  of  other 
Nashville  points  of  interest  can  also  be 
arranged  by  Scarritt.  (Please  note, 
however,  tickets  for  the  Grand  Ole  Opry 
should  be  purchased  well  in  advance  by 
the  group  itself,  and  group  reservations 
for  Opryland  should  also  be  made 
directly.)  Several  Nashville  UM  chur¬ 
ches  are  providing  free  accomodations 
for  sleeping  bags.  In  making  reser¬ 
vations  for  Nashville  tours,  write  at  least 
one  month  in  advance  to:  TOURS, 
Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Term.  37203 
615-327-2700). 

Procedures  for  persons  desiring  to  be 
pages  or  ushers  at  the  1976  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  in  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.,  have  been  outlined  by  the 
Rev.  William  H.  Lavely,  chairman  of  the 
ushers  and  pages  committee. 

Application  forms  may  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Lavely  at  11631  SE  Linwood 
Ave.,  Milwaukie,  Ore.  97222.  The  General 
Conference  will  be  held  April  27-May  8 
and  about  100  pages  and  ushers  will  be 
needed.  They  will  pay  their  own  ex¬ 
penses. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Lydia  Pat¬ 
terson  Institute  met  in  El  Paso,  Texas 
April  9-10,  and  affirmed  traditional 
functions  for  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction-sponsored  school  and 
adopted  some  new  directions. 
Highlighted  in  a  goals  and  objectives 
task  force  report  was  a  mandate  for 
continued  emphasis  on  a  strong,  alter¬ 
native  style  of  seconda-y  education, 
whose  uniqueness  may  be  found  in  a 
deliberate  expression  of  Christian  values 
in  a  bi-cultural  setting.  Also,  an  annual 
goal  of  $170,000  in  Advance  Special  gifts 
from  local  churches,  approved  by  the 
1972  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Con¬ 
ference,  was  confirmed  by  the  trustees. 
Present  from  Louisiana  Conference  for 
the  trustees’  meeting  were  Henry  C. 
Blount,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  B. 
McGowan. 
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The  Bible  and  the  market  place 


It  takes  no  more  than  a  cursory  look  at 
reading  material  being  sold  by  the  tons  at 
bookstores  and  over  the  magazine 
counters  of  neighborhood  drug  stores  for 
any  Christian  to  wonder  —  “Where  does 
religion  fit  into  all  of  this?” 

Amid  the  colorful  splash  of  paperback 
books  hawking  stories  of  violence  and 
illicit  sex,  there  rarely  can  be  found  any 
material  which  could  be  stretched  in 
meaning  and  purpose  enough  to  be 
classified  as  devotional  or  spiritually 
uplifting.  And  the  Holy  Bible  —  the  all- 
time  best  seller  —  often  is  left  for  the 
shelves  of  religious  bookstores. 

The  question  these  facts  bring  up  is 
“why?”  Is  there  no  place  for  Bibles  and 
books  on  religious  subjects  on  secular 
news  stands  and  bookshelves?  Will  good 
religion  no  longer  “sell”?  Most  of  us  are 
too  timid  to  ask  such  questions,  much 
less  try  to  buck  the  trend.  But  members 
of  a  congregation  in  Houston,  Texas, 
acting  in  the  Christian  affirmative,  have 
designed  a  program  to  compete  (see 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Through  cooperation  with  the 
American  Bible  Society,  Houston’s  Clark 
Memorial  UMC  has  begun  a  unique 


program  of  "Scripture  Courtesy  Cen¬ 
ters”  in  places  where  religious  material 
normally  would  be  scarce.  Book  and 
pamphlet  displays  are  being  used  to  sell 
Bibles  and  other  religious  materials  right 
next  to  the  secular  competition. 

The  project  makes  sense  for  a  number 
of  reasons:  1.  It  goes  to  the  heart  of  the 
battle  for  the  attention  of  readers.  2.  It 
affirms  that  the  Bible  is  a  book  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  non-believers  as  well  as 
believers.  3.  It  places  the  word  of  God  in 
the  market  place  and  says  to  prospective 
readers  “here  is  an  alternative  worth 
considering.” 

It  is  a  bold  venture  which  takes  the 
Christian  faith  off  of  the  defensive  in  the 
secular  world  and  places  it  without 
apologies  before  the  consumer.  Initially, 
at  least,  Clark  Memorial’s  project  is 
producing  excellent  results. 

From  a  local  church  standpoint,  such  a 
project  would  be  well  worth  the  time  and 
effort  of  any  congregation  in  the  country. 
What  could  be  more  worthwhile  than  a 
campaign  to  put  the  Bible  in  its  place  — 
before  everyone  who  might  take  the  time 
to  read  it. 


The  Bible  and  the  church  pew 


While  on  the  subject  of  where  the  Bible 
should  be  (see  preceding  editorial),  it 
might  be  worthwhile  to  point  out  that  one 
valuable  place  for  it  is  in  the  pews  of  our 
churches. 

More  and  more  United  Methodist 
churches  today  are  investing  in  pew 
Bibles  —  a  trend  we  support  as  valuable 
to  both  personal  meditation  and  cor¬ 
porate  worship. 

There  was  a  time  when  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  worshipers  would  no  more  leave  for 

Welcome  new  local  edition 

With  this  issue,  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dunedin,  Florida 
(Florida  Conference)  begins  a 
TM/  UMR  local  church  edition,  whereby 
its  news  will  be  published  each  week  in 
combination  with  annual  conference  and 
general  church  news  and  mailed  to  each 
of  its  1000  member  families. 

To  our  new  readers  in  the  Dunedin 
congregation,  we  say  “Welcome.  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  TM/  UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
‘Letters  to  the  Editor’.”  And  to  our 
continuing  readers  across  the  church,  we 
say  again:  “Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM/  UMR.” 


church  without  their  Bibles  than  they 
would  without  their  shoes.  Today 
privately  owned  copies  of  the  Bible  are  a 
rare  sight  in  most  United  Methodist 
churches.  And  even  in  churches  where 
many  persons  bring  Bibles  to  the  service, 
the  variety  of  translations  often  make 
congregation- wide  use  impractical. 

Pew  Bibles  can  be  an  answer.  Not  only 
are  they  available  for  ready  reference, 
but  some  churches  have  begun  reading 
scripture  lessons  aloud,  in  unison.  This 
practice  not  only  increases  congre¬ 
gational  participation  and  attention, 
but  researchers  tell  us  it  will  greatly 
increase  the  understanding  of  the 
participants. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Semantics  and  communication 


or 


Relating  to  Ray  Poor 


By  ROBERT  B.  WARD 

As  I  stood  by  the  road  reading  the 
lead  article  in  my  “Contemporary 
Theological  Review,”  I  heard 
shuffling  footsteps  behind  me.  No 
doubt  it  was  the  neighbor  whose 
name  appeared  on  the  mailbox  next 
to  mine.  I  turned,  grateful  for  the 
opportunity  to  develop  a  meaningful 
relationship. 

“I  presume  that  you  are  Mr. 
Woodrow  Brown,”  I  said.  “I  am  the 
Reverend  Robert  B.  Ward,  A.B., 
Th.D.  and  D.D.” 

He  extended  his  hand.  “How’s 
that?” 

I  repeated,  “I  presume  that  you 
are  the  Mr.  Woodrow  Brown.” 

"Sure,  mister.  I’m  me  all  right.” 
He  hesitated. 

“I  am  your  neighbor,  the 
Reverend  Robert  Brainard  Ward. 
A.B.,  Th.D.  and  D.D.,”  I  added  with 
dignity.  “I  have  recently  established 
residence  in  your  proximity.” 

He  looked  startled  until  I  ex¬ 
plained  that,  desiring  to  tear  my 
roots  from  enduring  individualistic 
ethos  with  characteristically  anti- 
structural  attitudes,  I  had 
established  residence  in  this  com¬ 
munity  of  diverse  social 
backgrounds  and  economic  struc¬ 
tures  of  greater  or  lessor  magnitude. 

He  retreated  a  step.  “Sure 
enough?”  He  spoke  thoughtfully. 
“And  you’re  the  new  preacher  too.” 

“I  can  verify  that,”  I  replied 
strumming  my  fingers  across  the 
“Review”  where  it  described  the 
impact  of  impersonal  institutional 
configurations  on  human  life. 
“Furthermore,  I  am  an  existen¬ 
tialist  who  is  interested  in  the 


wholistic  procedures  of  discovering 
a  more  comprehensive  view  of  real 
persons  than  is  gained  by  viewing 
representation  focused  solely  on 
physiognomy  or  feelings.” 

He  was  impressed. 

“This  is  why  I  desire  to  identify 
with  you,”  I  explained.  “Perhaps  we 
can  transcend  everydayness  and 
develop  surrounding  symbolic 
meaning  areas.” 

“????????!” 

“I  said  that  I  want  to  establish  a 
meaningful  relationship." 

He  looked  surprised.  “What’s  that 
about  preacher?  You  think  you  are 
related  to  me?” 

“No,  you  misunderstand  me.  I 
merely  want  to  reinforce  the 
structures  which  affirm  and  support 
our  common  existence.  I  want  to 
identify  with  you  in  a  meaningful 
way.” 

“Well  come  ahead.  We  have  a  big 
table.  Ma  says  there’s  always  room 
for  one  more.” 

•  •  in  confrontation— in 
dialogue,”  I  explained  in  best 
semantics. 

“Huh?” 

“Because  I  live  in  your  proximity, 
I  desire  to  establish  rapport.” 

I  struck  a  response.  His  eyes 
suddenly  cleared.  “Whew,”  he  said 
wiping  a  hand  across  his  forehead. 
"Wish  you’d  of  said  that  in  the  first 
place.  I’m  just  Woody  Brown,  but  if  I 
meet  that  Ray  Poor  feller,  I’ll  see 
that  you  establishes  him.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  B.  Ward  is  pastor 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Rock  Spring ,  Qp.r  f^qrfh ,  Georgia 
Conference. 


Here  I  Stand 
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Four  criteria  for 
testing  the  spirits 


By  HAROLD  D.  MITCHELL 

Now  that  the  spirit  or  charismatic 
movement  seems  to  be  with  us  to  stay, 
perhaps  there  are  staid  formalists  like 
me  who  wonder  how  we  might  fit  in  with 
our  enthusiastic  friends  who  practice  so 
immediately  the  warmth  and  power  of 
God  in  their  lives  and  worship.  We  envy 
their  enthusiasm,  but  are  wary  of  being 
embarrassed  by  excesses.  We  remember 
John  Wesley’s  criticism  of  those  of  us 
who  possess  the  form  of  religion  but  not 
its  power  ,  yet  we  don’t  want  to  mistake 
the  power  of  emotion  for  the  presence  of 
the  Lord. 

After  we  have  confessed  the  short¬ 
comings  of  our  own  liturgical  con¬ 
servatism  and  emotional  aloofness,  our 
problem  with  charisma  tics  is  how  to 
distinguish  between  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
those  other  spirits  which  clamor  to  tempt 
and  confuse  us.  I  think  there  are  four 
criteria  with  which  we  might  test  the 
spirits  which  are  present  in  the  variety  of 
expressions  of  the  spirit  movement. 

1.  Do  they  participate  in  an  experience 
of  God  or  in  an  idolatry  of  experience?  It 
is  one  thing  to  awaken  to  the  over¬ 
whelming  consciousness  of  God  and  be 
open  to  fruits  of  the  Spirit  such  as  love, 
joy,  peace,  justice,  wisdom  and  mercy. 
But  it  is  something  else  to  hunger  for 
experiential  “highs”  instead  of  the  God 
known  in  and  through  Jesus  Christ.  That 
idolatry  of  experience  seems  often  to 
result  in  the  worship  of  feelings  rather 
than  the  One  who  comforts  and  com¬ 
mands  His  people  regardless  of  their 
fluctuating  feeling  tones. 

2.  Do  they  evidence  faith  in  God  or  faith 
in  faith?  Placing  one’s  ultimate  trust  in 
God  alone  and  finding  one’s  destiny  and 
peace  in  the  Rock  of  ages  are  in  the 
noblest  Christian  tradition.  However, 
there  is  another  heritage  which  seeks  to 


What’s  popular  isn’t  always  what’s  right 


“Last  Sunday  we  were  all  smiles  and 
you  preached  on  Divine  Mercy.  What  is  it 
today  —  the  Holy  Wrath  of  God?” 


To  the  Editor: 

In  his  “Letter  to  the  Editor” 
(TM/  UMR,  April  18),  Mr.  Robert  F. 
Green  of  Miami,  Florida  seemed  to  be 
rather  perturbed  over  Dr.  George  But- 
trick’s  evaluation  of  “The  Living  Bible.” 
He  concluded  his  letter  with,  “If  this  is 
‘sloppy  and  slanted,’  then  perhaps  we 
should  reevaluate  our  systems  of 
judgment.”  In  what  way,  I  wonder? 

Should  we  not  require  accuracy  and 
honesty  in  translations  of  the  Bible?  Dr. 
Buttrick  did  not  deny  the  readability  of 
the  “Living  Bible."  It  is  enjoyable 
reading,  and  I  am  sorry  that  such  a 
delightful  paraphrase  of  the  Bible  could 
not  have  been  more  true  to  the  biblical 
text.  For  an  example  of  the  “sloppy  and 
slanted”  rendering  of  the  Word,  see  St. 
Matthew  15:29-31,  especially  verse  31 
which  includes,  “and  those  with  missing 
arms  and  legs  had  new  ones.”  I’m  not  a 
scholar,  either,  but  I  can’t  find  that  in  the 
Greek  text  with  what  little  education  I 
have. 

The  popularity  of  the  edition  does  not 
make  it  right.  I’ll  continue  to  read  it,  but 
with  caution.  But  it  is  not  the  only 


Message  revealed;  winners  named 


The  picture  at  right  appeared  in 
scrambled  form  in  the  March  21  issue 
with  the  notation  that  “For  Christians, 
there  is  an  identity  within  the  maze  and  a 
command  about  how  we  should  relate  to 
our  jumbled  world.”  TM/  UMR  pens 
were  offered  to  the  first  reader  in  each 
conference  or  state  served  by  TM/  UMR 
to  discover  and  submit  the  hidden 
message. 

The  winners  are:  Aimee  Applegarth, 
Cambridge,  Md.,  Bonnie  Balius, 
Houston,  Tx.,  R.  N.  Bartholomew, 
Norman,  Okla.,  Frank  M.  Berman, 
Albany,  HI.,  Mrs.  Helen  W.  Billingsley, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  Maria nn  Brubaker, 
Tylersburg,  Pa.,  Raymond  F.  Butts, 
Dallas,  Tx.,  Sandra  Danz,  Johnson  City, 
Tx.,  Sally  Dudler,  Denver,  Colo., 
Elizabeth  Everitt,  Maplewood,  Minn., 
Margaret  M.  Hill,  Sanger,  Calif.,  Louis 
E.  Hollis,  Osage  Beach,  Mo.,  Mrs.  Jack 
H.  Hunt,  Carlsbad,  N.M.,  Benjamin  P. 
Jones,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Barry  N.  Ligon, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  David  T.  Mercier, 


Wichita,  Kans.,  Beth  Miller,  Forest  Hill, 
Md.,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Mullikin  Jr.,  Spring  Hill, 
Fla.,  Doris  Newcom,  LaCenter,  Ky.,  and 
Mrs.  Nora  Scudder,  Covington,  Tenn. 


Bradenton 

Florida 


JU3L.MJ3L.U,,  DJ. 

A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It's  relaxing.  It’s  secure.  It’s  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBUR  Y  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 

An  agency  of  The  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non- 
sectarian  in  Its  benefits. 


readable  Bible  translation:  the  New 
English  Bible  is  almost  as  easy  to  read, 
and  much  more  accurate. 

Randall  Parsons 
Belle  Glade,  Florida 
My  sentiments  exactly 
To  the  Editor: 

The  letter  from  Robert  F.  Green  in  the 
April  18  issue  could  have  been  written  by 
me.  I  was  raised  with  the  King  James 
Version  and  had  trouble  understanding 
many  parts  —  especially  the  “fear  the 
Lord”  statements.  From  a  scholar’s 
standpoint  this  may  be  the  more  ac¬ 
curate  translation,  but  let’s  face  it,  most 
of  the  people  are  not  real  scholars, 
myself  included. 

“The  Living  Bible”  was  given  to  me 
when  I  retired  from  teaching  Sunday 
School  for  over  25  years.  It  has  been  a 
real  joy  to  me,  increased  by  Bible 
reading,  and  more  important  my  Bible 
understanding.  Judging  by  the  number  of 
Bibles  sold,  there  must  be  many  others 
who  feel  the  same  way. 

I  don’t  think  $6  could  ever  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  “exhorbitantly  priced.”  As  an 
ordinary  concerned  lay  woman,  I  have  to 
admit  that  I  would  never  want  to  be 
without  this  version. 

Jean  Brown 
Lemont,  Illinois 

Believe  in  a  big  God 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reading  Dr.  George  A.  Buttrick’s 
comments  about  the  Bible  in  the  March 
28  issue,  I  was  reminded  of  the  preacher 
who  took  me  into  the  Methodist  Church. 
He  stated  that  he  believed  all  he  could  of 
the  Bible  and  accepted  the  rest  on  faith. 

I  have  read  all  of  the  scripture  in  the 
Interpreters’  Bible,  but  not  all  of  the 
Exegesis  or  Exposition.  I  have  been 
struck  by  some  of  the  criticisms  of  the 
Bible  that  I  hear. 

Some  theologians  claim  the  Old 
Testament  is  a  collection  of  Fictitious 
tales.  Isaiah  prophesied  that  Cyrus,  King 
of  Persia,  would  let  the  Isrealites  return 
and  rebuild  Jerusalem  and  that  Christ 
would  be  bom  in  Bethlehem.  Both  of 
these  events  took  place  proving  him  a 
prophet.  He  also  prophesied  that  Christ 
would  be  born  of  a  virgin. 

Why  do  some  theologians  teach  that 
this  is  not  important?  If  it  had  not  been 
important,  I  don’t  believe  the  Lord  would 
have  told  Isaiah  to  tell  it.  Other  people 
tell  me  they  don’t  believe  that  a  birth  is 
possible  without  a  man  involved.  These 
people  believe  in  a  little  God.  Remember, 
He  holds  the  whole  world  in  His  hand. 
Pray  that  we  don’t  cause  Him  to  turn  it 
over. 

Horace  T.  Connett 
Faucett,  Missouri 

The  Bible  is  ‘ living * 
in  many  translations 
To  the  Editor: 

A  man  who  knows  only  a  Model  T  Ford 
may  be  offended  when  his  car  is 
criticized  by  a  neighbor  “who  has  driven 
them  all.”  The  latest  may  not  be  the  best, 
but  men  like  Dr.  George  A.  Buttrick  who 
have  known  the  Bible  from  Hebrew, 
Aramaic,  and  Greek  manuscripts  on  to 
the  latest  1975  Biblical  models  have  a 
sound  basis  for  comparison.  When  Dr. 
Buttrick  called  “The  Living  Bible” 
paraphrase  by  Dr.  Taylor  “slanted,”  he 
knew  where  the  slants  were,  and  that  Dr. 
Taylor  warned  of  the  slants  in  TLB’s 
preface:  “The  theological  lodestar  in  this 
book  has  been  a  rigid  evangelical 
position.” 

I  study  "The  Living  Bible  along  with  15 
other  translations.  I  line  them  up  on  my 
desk  in  the  order  of  their  worth  and 
helpfulness  to  me:  (1)  Revised  Standard 
Version  (Oxford  &  Harper  Study  Bibles) ; 
(2)  J.  B.  Phillips  N.T.,  72,  ’58;  (3) 


Today’s  English  Version  (Good  News  for 
Modern  Man  N.T.);  (4)  New  English 
Bible;  (5)  Jerusalem  Bible;  (6)  Wm. 
Barclay’s  N.T.;  (7)  Moffatt’s  Bible;  (8) 
Smith  &  Goodspeed;  (9)  American 
Standard  Version,  '01;  (10)  King  James, 
1611;  (11)  New  International  N.T.;  (12) 
Modern  Language  Bible;  (13)  New 
American  Standard  Bible,  ’63;  (14)  The 
Living  Bible;  (15)  Lamsa  Bible;  (16)  The 
Amplified  Bible. 

Our  United  Methodist  Church  uses  the 
RSV  in  Church  School  literature  and 
recommends  the  Oxford  and  Harper  RSV 
Study  Bibles  for  personal  and  class 
study.  Thirty-three  denominations 
(major)  prefer  the  RSV. 

Any  person  who  can  read  English  can 
“understand”  the  great  RSV  and  other 
translations.  The  Bible  becomes  “The 
Living  Bible”  to  me  in  the  order  listed 
above. 

Don’t  miss  the  superb  12-volume 
“Interpreter’s  Bible”  and  the  four 
volume  “Interpreter’s  Dictionary  of  the 
Bible!”  Dr.  Buttrick  was  Commentary 
Editor  of  the  former,  and  Dictionary 
Editor  of  the  latter. 

Richard  K.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

/  second  the  motion 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  simply  like  to  second  the 
suggestion  made  by  another  of  your 
readers,  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  seriously  explore  the  possibility 
of  becoming  a  joint-publisher  of  the 
magazine  “A.D.” 

Though  I  am  puzzled  by  the  notion  that 
we  cannot  sustain  a  denominational 
magazine  of  our  own,  participation  in 
“A.D.”  would  have  much  to  commend  it. 
It  is  an ,  exceptionally  well  planned  and 
well  edited  publication. 

Walter  H.  Brovald 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

A  way  to  save  the  church 
money:  abolish  bishops 
To  the  Editor: 

Sometimes  we  talk  a  lot  in  the  church 
and  do  very  little.  If  United  Methodism  is 
really  concerned  about  the  economy  and 
spiralling  inflation  we  could  do 
something  about  it  by  abolishing  bishops 
from  the  church.  After  all,  John  Wesley 
himself  was  appalled  at  the  idea,  and  the 
historical  authenticity  of  the  episcopacy 
is  questionable.  In  many  countries  of  the 
world,  including  England,  bishops  are 
unheard  of  in  the  ranks  of  Methodism. 
Many  bishops,  following  Gerald  Ken¬ 
nedy’s  example,  would  be  glad  to  get 
back  into  the  ministry. 

What  do  bishops  do  all  year?  A  recent 
itinerary  which  I  read  listed  most  of  the 
bishop’s  activities  as  “dedications”  of 
various  buildings.  Surely  any  minister  or 
layperson  is  capable  of  this.  Another 
function  is  that  of  “appointments”  and  it 
is  my  contention  that  the  district 
superintendents  are  the  guiding  lights  in 
this  area. 

To  get  back  to  the  inflation  question  — 
the  forty-five  bishops  (all  men)  which  we 
have  at  present,  cost  us  around  $53,000 
each.  If  my  calculator  is  correct,  we 
would  save  a  staggering  $2,385,000  an¬ 
nually!  And  am  I  going  to  catch  it  when  it. 
comes  time  to  make  the  next  ap¬ 
pointments! 

Jim  Hutchison 
San  Rafael,  California 

Response  to  a  challenge 

To  the  Editor: 

We  were  challenged  in  our  UMW 
Circles  to  send  a  postcard  to  someone  or 
something  that  has  to  do  with  global 
consciousness. 

I  chose  to  write  to  TM/  UMR  because 
of  the  way  you  stretch  my  thinking.  In 


this  particular  instance,  the  articles  and 
pictures  you  print  have  made  me  develop 
my  sensitivity  to  the  crying  concerns  of 
our  world,  and  thus  prompt  me  to  follow 
through  with  actions  on  my  own. 

Thank  you  for  your  thorough  and 
honest  reporting. 

Diana  Holbert 

Lake  Charles,  Louisiana 


if 

Harold  Mitchell 

manipulate  life  by  capturing  a  certain 
experience,  mastering  a  belief  system, 
or  practicing  an  esoteric  exercise. 
Bishop  James  Thomas  gave  a  clue  to  the 
distinction  between  the  majesty  of  faith 
in  God  and  the  magic  of  faith  in  faith 
when  he  reminded  us  that  “the  Holy 
Spirit  does  not  give  command  per¬ 
formances.”  We  are  to  be  open  to  the 
Master  of  the  universe  more  than  to  try 
to  master  the  mystery  of  the  universe. 

3.  Do  they  celebrate  the  Spirit  or 
harness  the  Spirit?  Surely  that  “wind 
(which)  blows  where  it  wills”  gives  a 
diversity  of  gifts  and  finds  many  ex¬ 
pressions.  Unfortunately,  some 
charisma  tics  are  as  reductionary  as 
some  of  us  formalists  in  saying  “God 
only  works  my  way.”  Speech  exclusively 
through  either  tongues  or  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  probably  harnesses  the 
Spirit.  We  don’t  need  any  more  religious 
elitists,  but  rather  those  who  can 
celebrate  variety  in  authentic  spiritual 
expression. 

4.  Do  they  help  us  cope  or  cop  out? 
Spiritual  disciplines  have  long  provided  a 
Firm  foundation  for  grappling  with  the 
vicissitudes  of,  and  for  finding  meaning 
and  purpose  in,  the  human  condition.  The 
detachment  of  those  who  are  in  but  not  of 
the  world  protects  them  from  both 
possessiveness  and  its  attendant  anxiety. 
Further,  the  periodic  retreat  from  daily 
life  for  spiritual  reflection  has  prepared 
faithful  people  for  more  effective  par¬ 
ticipation  in  life  and  service  upon  their 
return. 

However,  among  some  who  claim  the 
Spirit,  there  appears  to  be  a  tendency  not 
simply  to  retreat  temporarily,  but  to 
escape  entirely  from  many  of  the 
relationships  and  responsibilities  of  life. 
There  is  much  journey  inward  but  little 
journey  outward.  That  detachment  from 
great  issues  such  as  justice,  peace  and 
more  humane  social  systems  surely 
amounts  to  an  abdication  of  mature  faith 
in  favor  of  an  infantile  hiding  —  under  the 
sheets  of  piety  or  ecstasy  —  from  the 
world  which  God  has  created  good  and  in 
which  He  has  called  us  fully  »o  live. 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Dr.  Harold  D. 
Mitchell,  is  pastor  of  the  Clearing  UMC, 
Chicago,  Illinois,  in  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference. 

On  the  TM/LIMR  Beat 

Chian g  Kai-shek:  I  never  saw 
him;  I  saw  him  1000  times 


During  our  four  years  in  charge  of 
Methodist  chapels  and  churches,  schools 
and  colleges,  factories  and  refugee 
villages  in  the  Republic  of  China 
(Taiwan),  I  never  saw  its  president, 
unless  the  shadowy  figure  behind  the 
opaque  window  was  he,  when  the  three- 
limousine  caravan  made  its  daily  trip 
from  the  presidential  office  building  to 
the  presidential  residence  near  our 
apartment  in  Taipei.  I  never  watched 
him  wave  to  shouting  hundreds  of 
thousands  looking  up  from  the  streets  to 
his  balcony  on  Double  Tenth,  the  birth¬ 
day  anniversary  of  the  republic.  I 
never  heard  his  voice  on  the  radio. 
Although  he  was  baptized  by  a  Methodist 
bishop,  and  was  unquestionably  the  most 
famous  Christian  in  the  tiny  Christian 
minority  in  Taiwan,  I  never  had  a  written 
word  of  counsel  or  comment  or  criticism 
from  him  as  we  lived  amongst  his  people. 

Yet,  I  felt  his  presence  in  a  hundred 
places  and  saw  him  in  a  thousand  faces. 
By  praise  and  blame,  his  friends  —  and 
his  enemies,  too  —  told  me  so  much  about 
him.  What  he  did  and  did  not  do  was  so 
meaningful  that  I  found  no  difficulty  in 
placing  him  alongside  Franklin 
Roosevelt,  Winston  Churchill  and  Josef 
Stalin.  His  passing  (TM/  UMR,  April  18) 
may  mark  the  end  of  a  chapter  in  the 
world’s  history,  but  it  is  not  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  book.  We  had  better  believe 
that! 

I  saw  his  love  for  the  vast  Chinese  past 
in  the  lean,  earnest  face  of  a  young  guide 
at  the  Palace  Museum,  not  far  from  us  in 
Wai  Shaung  Hsi,  with  enough  ancient 
treasures  rescued  from  communist 
hands  to  change  the  exhibits  of  bronzes, 
jades,  porcelains,  paintings  and  cal- 
ligraphs  every  month  for  30  years. 

I  saw  him  in  the  stubborn  patience  of 
an  educator  in  charge  of  Chinese  cultural 
courses  in  Taipei’s  fast-growing  middle 
schools,  who  knew  the  Bible  well  and 
thought  all  preachers  should  know  it,  too. 
And  I  saw  the  venerable  President 
(“Gimo”  to  his  devoted  people)  in  the 
hopefulness  of  a  nonagenarian  pastor 
(his  father  died  in  the  Boxer  Uprising) 
who  had  large  plans  for  a  new  mission 
among  the  mountain  people. 

I  saw  him  in  the  dogged  determination 
of  an  air  force  colonel  who.  thought  that 
Christian  literature  should  be  sent  in 
balloons  across  the  Taiwan  Straits  to  the 
Amoy  coast,  in  exchange  for  live  shells 
fired  by  the  Red  Chinese.  (The  colonel’s 
mother  had  saved  a  missionary  couple 
from  likely  death  by  hiding  them  in  a 
load  of  hay.) 

I  saw  him  in  the  sturdy  patriotism  of  a 
principal  of  a  girls’  high  school  who  was 
present  at  flagraising  in  early  morning; 
she  was  present,  too,  at  church  every 
Sunday.  Her  school  was  of  such  quality 
that  only  one  girl  in  20  who  applied  could 
get  in,  but  she  acceded  to  pressure  so  that 
the  government  could  live  up  to  its  high 
expectations  for  general  education.  Each 
year  she  presented  for  baptism  a  large 
class  in  a  school  that  was  only  20  percent 
Christian. 

I  saw  him  in  the  wasted  face  of  a  man 


in  an  iron  lung  who  had  come  to  Taiwan 
as  a  refugee,  had  learned  the  sugar 
refining  business,  had  worked  his  way  up 
to  the  presidency  of  the  company.  Like 
other  followers  of  Chiang  Kai-shek,  he 
believed  in  individual  initiative  and 
private  enterprise.  With  no  foreign  aid 
since  1965,  these  people  have  built  up  the 
economy  to  the  place  where  the  growth 
rate  is  the  second  highest  among  all  the 
countries  of  Asia. 

I  saw  him  in  the  drawn  countenances  of 
these  hard-working  future-facing 
millions  when  their  country  lost  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  United  Nations  after  they 
had  done  their  conscientious  best  to 
make  a  stand  against  the  onrush  of 
communism.  Some  of  them  believe  that 
they  will  get  back;  we  can  be  sure  that 
their  ideas  and  ideals  will  get  back  even 
if  they  do  not,  just  as  their  leader  — 
uncompromising  and  undaunted  —  did 
not  achieve  his  soldier’s  dream. 

The  hope  of  the  tomorrows  lies  in  the 
patience  and  persistence  of  the  Chinese 
people,  and  their  capacity  for  enduring 
pain.  They  will  find  some  way  to  make 
their  own  unique  contribution  to 
Christianity,  not  in  spite  of,  but  because 
of  their  Chineseness. 

—  T.OTTO  NALL 
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4  per  cent 


World  Service  raised 
for  new  quadrennium 


By  BOB  LEAR 

United  Methodist  Communications 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  A  four  per  cent 
increase  in  the  annual  program  budget 
for  United  Methodist  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  for  the  1976-80  quadrennium  was 
proposed  by  the  denomination’s  chief 
fiscal  agency  here  April  25-26. 

World  Service  —  the  basic  fund  which 
supports  nearly  all  the  national  and 
world  outreach  programs  of  the  church 
-  will  be  raised  to  $24,980,000  a  year 
from  the  current  annual  figure  of 
$23,500)000.  The  recommendation  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  and  will  be  presented  to  the  1976 
General  Conference  for  adoption. 

In  other  actions  here,  the  GCFA  heard 
progress  reports  from  task  forces 
reviewing  several  special  funds,  con¬ 
curred  with  the  report  of  a  joint  com¬ 
mittee  with  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  that  “serious  con¬ 
sideration”  should  be  given  to  “moving 
all  or  a  major  portion”  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  from  its  present 
location  in  New  York  to  “west  of  the 
Mississippi  River,”  and  approved  sup¬ 
plemental  funding  requests  totaling 
$36,600. 

Of  the  total  World  Service  recom¬ 
mendation,  about  $20,090,000  would  go  to 
four  program  boards  and  two  com¬ 
missions  in  amounts  to  be  recommended 
to  the  General  Conference  by  GCOM.  The 
remainder  would  go  to  other  general 
church  causes  such  as  GCFA  operations, 
United  Methodist  Communications, 
GCOM  itself,  and  the  American  Bible 
Society  in  amounts  to  be  recommended 
by  GCFA. 

All  the  final  recommendations  for 
World  Service  and  other  general 
denominational  funds  will  be  worked  out 
in  early  December  by  the  GCFA  and 
GCOM  meeting  concurrently  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

In  recommending  the  $24  million  figure 
for  World  Service,  the  Rev.  Merrill  W. 
Drennan,  Washington,  D.  C.,  noted  that 
giving  to  World  Service  in  the  present 

Bishop  Muzorewa 
asked  to  resume 
talks  on  Rhodesia 

SALISBURY  (RNS)  -  Ian  Smith  has 
invited  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  to  resume  talks  on  the 
political  future  of  Rhodesia. 

The  head  of  the  white  minority  regime 
is  “ready  to  commence  constitutional 
discussions  immediately,"  said  a 
spokesman  for  Mr.  Smith. 

Bishop  Muzorewa,  president  of  the 
African  National  Council  on  Zimbabwe, 
replied  that  a  number  of  questions  must 
be  cleared  up  before  he  and  his  black 
colleagues  are  ready  to  sit  down  with  the 
white  government. 

Among  those  issues  is  the  question  of 
the  Rev.  Ndabaningi  Sithole,  a 
nationalist  arrested  in  March  but 
released  so  he  could  attend  a  meeting  in 
Tanzania.  Mr.  Sithole  did  not  return  to 
detention  in  Rhodesia. 


quadrennium  and  the  one  immediately 
prior,  totaled  from  $21  million  to  $22 
million  in  most  years.  Dr.  Drennan  is 
chairman  of  the  General  Agency 
Relationship  Committee,  GCFA’s  group 
which  studies  and  recommends 
allocation  of  funds. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  proposed  in¬ 
crease  in  program  funds  is  less  than  half 
the  average  annual  inflation  rate  in 
recent  years.  Dr.  Drennan  warned  “the 
higher  we  raise  this  (general  church) 
budget,  the  less  our  churches  can  do  on 
the  local  level  what  we  have  been  urging 
them  to  do." 

Ali  general  benevolence  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  funds  at  present  amount  to 
about  5  per  cent  of  total  United  Methodist 
giving,  a  percentage  which  has  remained 
fairly  constant  for  a  number  of  years. 

Dr.  Drennan  also  noted  a  report  from 
the  GCOM  that  the  six  program  units  had 
submitted  askings  for  the  1977-80 
quadrennium  totaling  some  $30  million 
and  non-program  askings  came  to 
another  $7  million.  All  requests  were 
scaled  down. 

Of  the  recommended  World  Service 
figure,  about  $1,250,000  is  “new  money" 
and  the  remainder  comes  from  moving 
into  World  Service  several  items 
presently  in  other  budgets.  These  include 
some  United  Methodist  Communications 
funds,  and  the  ecumenical  .  concern 
division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Turning  to  progress  reports,  GCFA 
heard  that  it  probably  will  be  asked  to 
continue  the  Black  College  Fund  at  its 
present  level  of  $6,000,000  per  year  and 
raise  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund 
from  its  present  $10,000,000  annual 
asking  to  $10,500,000.  Final  determi¬ 
nations  on  these  items  will  be  made  in 
December. 

The  recommendation  for  “serious 
consideration”  in  relocating  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  was  accepted  Without 
any  debate  on  the  move  itself.  There  was 
a  brief  discussion  of  the  best  procedure  to 
be  used  in  getting  the  recommendation 
into  proper  channels  for  submission  to 
the  General  Conference. 

In  another  action,  the  GCFA  legislative 
committee  was  asked  to  present  for 
consideration  in  December  a  formula 
that  would  relate  salaries  of  bishops  to 
the  average  salaries  of  the  church’s 
parish  ministers.  At  present,  salaries  of 
hishops  are  fixed  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  on  recommendation  of  GCFA 
without  any  relative  formula  being  in¬ 
volved. 

The  present  average  salary  of  United 
Methodist  parish  ministers  is  about 
$10,000,  including  housing.  Bishops  this 
year  receive  $25,000  salary  and  up  to 
$5,600-  in  housing  allowance. 

In  addition  to  their  business  sessions, 
GCFA  members  heard  Bishop  W.  Ralph 
Ward  of  New  York,  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  assert  that  a 
“reappraisal  of  our  commitment  to  the 
Christian  life”  should  be  one  of  the  major 
issues  before  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

“We  must  affirm  that  the  chief 
business  of  the  church  is  to  be  faithful  to 
the  purpose  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
imperatives  of  the  gospel,”  Bishop  Ward 
said  in  his  banquet  address.  “The 
General  Conference  ought  to  find  ways  to 
renew  our  purpose  and  Christian  wit¬ 
ness.” 


HOUSTON  —  Mr.  £ 
M.  Tom  Beddoe.  £ 
left,  owner  of  the  * 
Jacinto  Pharmacy  £ 
here,  and  the  Rev.  •: 
Clayton  Gilpin, 
pastor  of  Clark  £ 
Memorial  United  £ 
Methodist  Church,  £ 
look  over  some  of  £ 
the  materials  on  :• 
display  at  the  Good  j£ 
News  rack  in  Mr.  £ 
Beddoe’s  store. 

|  Bibles  prove  popular  at  \ 
f  pharmacy,  supermarket  f 

•:  TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

£  HOUSTON  —  There  is  Good  News 
:•  among  the  paperback  books  at  the 
£  Jacinto  Pharmacy  here.  There  also  is 
£  Good  News  among  the  cans  of  corn 
and  apples  at  Sak’s  Grocery  Store. 

£  It  can  be  found  in  special  “Scripture 
Courtesy  Centers”  which  have  popped 
£  up  in  the  “secular  market  place"  here 
recently  thanks  to  efforts  of  a  local 
£  United  Methodist  church .  and  the 
£  American  Bible  Society. 

•:  The  idea  is  to  place  Bibles  and  other 
:£  religious  materials  in  retail 
£  businesses  along  side  other  mer- 
£  chandise  in  an  effort  to  get  the 
£•  scriptures  in  front  of  more  people.  It’s 
£  originators  say  it’s  working  better 
than  they  ever  imagined. 

£  The  Rev.  Clayton  Gilpin  of  Clark 
|j:  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
£  here  said  the  project  began  as  a  Bible 
display  in  his  church.  “After  we 
£  finished  our  sales  here,  we  had  a  Bible 
£  display  and  no  more  use  for  it  in  the 
church,  so  we  decided  to  try  it 
elsewhere.” 

£  Mr.  Gilpin  first  moved  it  to  a  neigh- 
£  borhood  bank  and  then,  after  several 
i;  days,  to  the  pharmacy.  In  the  phar¬ 


macy  sales  picked  up  and  it  soon  £ 
became  obvious  that  Bibles  will  sell  £• 
just  like  everything  else  in  the  store  if  £ 
they  are  displayed  right,  according  to  :j: 
Mr.  Gilpin.  £ 

The  Bible  sales  proved  so  successful  £ 
in  the  drug  store  that  a  second  display  •: 
was  set  up  in  a  grocery  store.  During  j: 
the  first  two  weeks  in  the  grocery  £ 
store,  $150  worth  of  Bibles  and  other  £ 
religious  materials  were  sold.  Con-  >• 
sidering  many  Bibles  sell  for  under  $2 
and  some  for  as  low  as  50-cents,  that  ;£ 
was  quite  a  few  Bibles,  Mr.  Gilpin  £ 
said.  £ 

There  are  now  plans  to  place  a  third 
display  in  a  few  weeks,  with  the  only  £ 
problem  being  the  speed  with  which 
the  project  is  mushrooming.  “I’ve  £ 
been  making  collections  myself  each 
day  from  the  displays,”  Mr.  Gilpin  £ 
said,  “but  I  may  have  to  get  some  help 
if  it  continues  to  grow.”  £ 

Helping  Mr.  Gilpin  with  setting  up  £ 
the  displays  is  the  Rev.  Coke  Lambert  •: 
of  the  American  Bible  Society.  Mr.  £ 
Lambert  said  he  hopes  other  :j 
congregations  will  follow  the  example  £ 
of  Clark  UMC  and  sponsor  displays.  :• 
Those  interested  may  contact  him  at  £ 
4602  Norhill,  Houston,  Texas  77009.  £ 
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Protestants  still  active 
in  war-torn  Vietnam 


COLLEYVILLE,  Tx.  —  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Ozmer  and  their  children  Steve,  4, 
and  Debbie.  22  months,  welcome  new  family  member  Kim  Hung  Phan,  one  of 
hundreds  of  South  Vietnamese  orphans  being  adopted  by  American  families.  The 
Ozmers  have  re-named  their  child  Russell  Kim  Ozmer. 

TNV-UMR  STAFF  PHOTO 

U.M.  family  welcomes 
new  Vietnamese  son 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

COLLEYVILLE,  Tx.  —  Three-month- 
old  Kim  Hung  Phan  of  Saigon,  South 
Vietnam  became  Russell  Kim  Ozmer  of 
Colley ville,  Texas,  last  week. 

To  the  world  at  large  he  was  one  of 
hundreds  of  Vietnamese  orphans  who 
have  been  airlifted  to  the  United  States 
during  the  past  few  weeks  as  the  North 
Vietnamese  army  continued  to  tighten 
the  noose  around  the  South  Vietnam 
capital.  To  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harvey 
Ozmer  he  is  a  son  they  are  getting  to 
know. 

The  Ozmers  —  who  already  have  two 
natural  children  —  ages  4 Vfe  and  22 
months  —  decided  more  than  a  year  ago 
that  they  would  like  to  adopt  an  overseas 
orphan.  They  read  a  story  in  TM/  UMR 
about  the  work  of  the  Holt  Adoption 
Program  (an  independent  adoption 
agency  placing  Korean  and  Vietnamese 
children  in  American  homes)  and 
decided  to  make  application  through  that 
organization.  They  had  spent  about  a 
year  in  the  process  of  preliminary  and 
final  application  when  the  crisis  in  South 
Vietnam  made  immediate  placement  of 
orphans  necessary  and  they  were 
notified  a  child  would  be  available  for 
them. 

Rusty  (the  nickname  they  have  given 
their  child)  arrived  in  the  United  States 
three  weeks  ago  and  after  a  two-week 
stay  in  a  Seattle  foster  home  was  flown  to 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  airport  where  the 
Ozmers  picked  him  up.  He  is  a  full- 
blooded  Vietnamese  child  and  doctors 
say  he  is  in  excellent  health. 

Getting  used  to  a  new  baby  under 
normal  circumstances  is  usually  a  hectic 
and  sometimes  trying  experience.  When 
the  Ozmers  applied  for  adoption  of  a 
Vietnamese  child,  however,  they  had  no 
way  of  knowing  just  how  hectic  it  would 
be.  Normally  the  child  would  have 
arrived  with  very  little  fanfare  outside  of 
the  immediate  family.  As  it  turned  out, 
Rusty  arrived  in  the  eye  of  national  at¬ 
tention. 

“Some  people  have  criticized  persons 
who  have  adopted  Vietnamese  children 
and  asked  what  will  happen  when  the 
‘sympathy’  for  the  orphans  wears  off,” 
Mr.  Ozmer,  a  United  Methodist  minister, 
said.  “Well,  it’s  not  a  case  of  us  just 
having  an  extra  bedroom  and  agreeing  to 
let  an  orphan  use  it.  We’ve  wanted  to 
adopt  a  child  for  a  long  time  and  it  just 
happened  to  work  out  with  the  airlift.  We 
have  not  brought  this  child  all  this  way 
out  of  sympathy.  We’re  offering  Rusty  a 
home,  not  just  a  place  to  live.” 

Mrs.  Ozmer  said  there  is  a  miscon¬ 
ception  that  the  airlifted  children  were 
adopted  mostly  on  the  emotions  of  a 
moment.  “Of  the  children  adopted  so  far, 
90  per  cent  of  them  were  already  being 
cleared  for  adoption  before  any  of  this 
came  up,”  she  said. 

The  Ozmers  say  the  acceptance  of 
Rusty  and  their  decision  to  adopt  him  has 
been  unanimous  from  everyone  they 


have  come  in  contact  with  so  far,  but  they 
know  there  will  be  those  who  for  one 
reason  or  another  will  reject  what  they 
have  done. 

“We’ll  have  to  cross  that  bridge  when 
we  come  to  it,”  Mrs.  Ozmer  says.  “I’m 
sure  there  will  be  times  when  it  will  be 
very  difficult  both  for  us  and  for  him. 
We’ll  have  to  deal  with  that  a  day  at  a 
time. 

“It  was  an  unpopular  war  and  some 
people  may  want  to  take  that  out  on  him 
(Rusty).  Then  there  are  just  the 
prejudices  any  person  who  is  physically 
different  from  other  people  has  to  live 
with." 

The  Ozmers  also  realize  that  the 
person  who  will  need  most  to  understand 
their  decision  will  be  Rusty  himself. 

“We  have  a  record  of  Rusty’s  family 
history  in  Vietnam  and  we  know  a  lot 
about  his  natural  parents,"  Mr.  Ozmer 
said.  “We  plan  to  do  all  we  can  to  teach 
him  about  his  background  and  his 
heritage  as  he  grows  older.” 

Other  than  that,  the  Ozmers  hope  to 
raise  Rusty  in  the  same  way  they  are 
raising  their  other  two  children. 
“Children  are  children,”  Mrs.  Ozmer 
says.  “They  need  love  and  care,  and 
that’s  what  we  intend  to  give.” 


By  PAT  SITES 
TM/  UMR  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  Despite  continuing 
evacuation  of  Vietnam  Christian  Service 
(VCS)  workers  from  Saigon  last  week, 
the  Protestant  church  has  not  closed  up 
shop  in  South  Vietnam,  say  two  experts 
directly  involved  with  church  relief  ef¬ 
forts  in  that  war-torn  country. 

“The  church  is  not  just  exterior.  There 
is  still  a  substantial  Christian  community 
of  perhaps  40,000  persons  in  South 
Vietnam,”  Dr.  Harry  Haines,  executive 
director  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  told 
TM/  UMR  by  telephone.  “The  only 
question  is  what  role  those  of  us  from 
outside  will  be  permitted  to  play.” 

As  negotiations  continued  between  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
provisional  government  of  South  Viet¬ 
nam  on  possible  readmission  of  church 
relief  workers,  a  recent  VCS  evacuee  met 
in  New  York  with  Dr.  Haines  and  other 
denominational  leaders  to  discuss  “what 
to  do  next.” 

Mr.  Douglas  Beane  was  evacuated 
with  his  Vietnamese  wife  and  three 
children  April  17  on  one  of  the  last 
commercial  flights  out  of  the  Vietnamese 
capital.  He  told  TM/  UMR  that  some 
VCS  personnel  hope  to  return  to  work  in 
South  Vietnam  if  possible. 

Only  two  staff  persons  now  remain  in 
Saigon,  according  to  the  VCS  director  of 
personnel  and  special  projects,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
from  Plymouth,  Mass.  Other  personnel, 
he  said,  including  some  United 
Methodists,  have  been  evacuated  to 
Bangkok. 

Curtailment  of  the  VCS  program  ac¬ 
tually  began  in  late  March  when  the 
highlands  area  of  the  country  was  over¬ 
run,  Mr.  Beane  said.  “At  that  time  we 
lost  contact  with  all  our  people,  including 
21  Montanyards,  and  we  have  no  idea  of 
their  fate.” 

The  service  agency  then  retrenched  to 
Saigon,  where  it  continued  to  operate  a 
full  range  of  programs  —  “except  that 
our  therapy  program  was  curtailed  as 
foreign  therapists  began  to  leave.” 

Vietnam  Christian  Service  is  an 
ecumenical  Protestant  agency  created  in 
1966  to  help  fill  the  needs  of  people  in 
Vietnam,  where  there  is  a  national 
evangelical  church  but  where  no 
mainline  Protestant  denominations 
exist. 

Its  services  have  provided  help  for  the 
provinces  in  agriculture,  community 
development  and  public  health.  In  Saigon 
it  has  maintained  four  social  service 
centers  with  programs  in  literacy, 


Ecumenist  says  WCC  Fifth 
Assembly  to  be  ‘watershed’ 


E.  LANSING,  Mich.  (UMC)  —  The 
forthcoming  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  should  be  a 
“watershed”  in  the  history  of  the 
organization,  in  the  opinion  of  United 
Methodism’s  chief  ecumenical  officer. 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston,  one  of 
about  140  delegates  to  the  Fifth  Assembly 
from  North  America  sharing  in  a 
preparatory  meeting  here  April  20-23, 
cited  particularly  the  large  number  of 
non-Westerners  scheduled  to  take  part, 
and  the  fact  that  the  assembly  will  meet 
in  a  time  of  “several  kinds  of  crises”  to 
set  directions  and  programs  of  the  WCC. 

“All  churches  are  facing  the  dilemma 
caused  by  a  fear  of  the  future  and  its 
attendant  temptation  to  be  nostalgic 
about  the  past,”  Dr.  Huston  said.  “The 
Fifth  Assembly  should  provide  a 
significant  contribution  for  the  health  of 
the  churches  as  they  look  ahead,  bringing 
together  as  it  does  the  most  diverse 
group  of  people  ever  to  participate  in 
such  a  meeting.” 

The  assembly  will  open  November  23  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  and  continue  through 
December  10.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  have  23  of  the  750  voting 
delegates  expected. 

A  majority  of  these  representatives 
will  come  from  Asia,  Africa,  Latin 
America  and  the  Pacific  Island  coun¬ 
tries.  The  total  North  American 


delegation  will  number  160. 

The  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  professor 
at  United  Methodism’s  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  and  chairman  of  the 
WCC’s  Working  Committee  on  Faith  and 
Order,  said  that  a  key  issue  in  the 
meeting  will  be  unity. 

“If  it  were  not  for  a  strange  and 
compelling  disposition  toward  unity  that 
keeps  us  coming  together,  there  would 
not  be  such  an  assembly,”  Dr.  Nelson 
noted. 

The  preparatory  session  here  for 
Nairobi  was  devoted  to  an  exploration  of 
the  issues  to  be  discussed  there  and  the 
role  of  Westerners  in  a  deliberative  body 
where  they  will  be  held  in  varying 
degrees  of  disfavor. 

This  disfavor,  speakers  said,  grows  out 
of  the  political  and  economic  power 
centered  in  the  U.S.,  and  what  some 
“Third  World”  church  leaders  believe  is 
an  outmoded  attitude  of  paternalism 
toward  churches  which  has  grown  out  of 
their  former  “mission”  status. 

Issues  before  the  Fifth  Assembly  are 
expected  to  include  those  of  hunger,  the 
role  of  women,  mission  and  evangelism, 
and  justice  and  liberation,  in  addition  to 
that  of  unity.  Theme  of  the  assembly  is 
“Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites.” 


kindergarten  and  loan  funds;  three 
maternity  hospitals  and  a  program  for 
child  abandonment;  and  a  physical 
therapy  program  in  four  hospitals,  where 
it  both  provided  therapy  and  trained 
therapists. 

United  Methodism,  through  the  World 
Council  of  Church’s  relief  arm,  Church 
World  Service,  has  underwritten 
probably  one-third  of  the  total  VCS 
budget,  or  more  than  $2.5-million  in  the 
past  six  years,  Dr.  Haines  said. 

“We  have  been  there  simply  to  meet 
needs,”  he  said.  “We  worked  closely 
with  national  leaders  and  were  welcomed 
by  the  national  church.  We  must  pray 
that  we  will  be  again.” 

Meanwhile,  he  said,  he  has  not  heard  of 
any  persecution  of  church  relief  per¬ 
sonnel  either  in  North  or  South  Vietnam. 
“The  policy  in  North  Vietnam,  as  in  most 
Communist  countries,  seems  to  be  that 
the  church  is  a  reality:  don’t  fight  it, 
ignore  it.” 

Bishops’  call 
highlights 
local  church 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
CHARLOTTE,  N.  C.  —  Peace  and  self¬ 
development  erf  people  means  to  enable 
persons  to  take  responsibility  for  their 
lives  and  to  care  for  others  —  right  here 
at  home,  claimed  a  United  Methodist 
minister  speaking  here  at  the  final 
session  of  the  three-day  Carolinas 
Consultation  on  the  Bishops’  Call  for 
Peace  and  Self -Development  of  Peoples. 

Dr.  Ebb  Munden,  senior  minister  of 
First  UMC,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  whose  church 
is  engaged  in  such  a  program,  told 
several  hundred  persons  from  the  38 
districts  of  the  three  conferences  in 
North  and  South  Carolina  that  the  goals 
of  peace  and  self-development  do  not 
refer  exclusively  to  foreign  countries  or 
the  ghetto.  “They  refer  also  to  us,  right 
where  we  live,”  he  said.  And  the  local 
congregation  is  “strategic”  in  achieving 
those  goals. 

“To  do  pastoral  care  in  an  urban 
society,  '  Dr.  Munden  said,  “the  church 
must  involve  itself  in  the  community  to 
empower  people  to  change  their  self- 
image  as  victim.  People  everywhere 
seem  to  believe  they  are  helpless,  that 
they’ve  lost  control  of  their  future,  that 
someone  or  something  else  is  shaping 
their  destiny.  That  is  contrary  to  the 
Biblical  witness  that  God  has  freed  his 
people  for  life  and  service.” 

The  Consultation  heard  other  key-note 
speakers  on  the  church’s  mission  abroad 
and  in  annual  conferences.  Speaking 
were  Bishops  James  Armstrong, 
Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  James  Thomas,  Des 
Moines,  la.,  and  retired  Bishop  Ralph 
Dodge,  Springfield,  Mo.,  who  is  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  denomination’s 
quadrennial  emphasis  on  peace  and  self¬ 
development.  Also  addressing  the  con¬ 
sultation  was  Pauline  Frederick, 
recently  retired  NBC  correspondent  to 
the  United  Nations. 

Participants  spent  time  in  workshops 
covering  issues  on  disarmament,  am¬ 
nesty,  the  military  complex,  multi¬ 
national  corporations,  local  government 
and  area  problems  relating  to  migrants, 
blue  collar  and  middle  America  workers. 

Dr.  Munden  offered  the  Lincoln 
congregation  as  a  model  of  how  one  local 
church  is  implementing  the  Bishops’ 
Call.  The  multi-faceted  program  in¬ 
cludes  prayer  disciplines,  workshops  on 
improving  family  relations,  political 
activity  and  community  involvement  in 
an  ecumenical,  community-based 
coalition  which  raised  nearly  $40,000  to 
hire  a  community  organizer  to  help  them 
tackle  big  problems  like  health  care, 
zoning  and  community  improvement. 

“Peace  and  self-development  of 
peoples  means  the  totality  of  relation¬ 
ships  —  God,  neighbor  and  self,”  con¬ 
cluded  Dr.  Munden.  “We  want  persons  to 
become  ‘peace  activists’  wherever  they 
are.” 


the  church  today 


Global  ministries  division 
announces  staff  change 

NEW  YORK  —  Mr.  Homer  Noley ,  staff 
member  of  the  Ethnic  and  Language 
Ministry,  National  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  has  been  notified 
that  he  will  not  be  renominated  to  that 
position,  according  to  the  action  of  the 
Personnel  Committee  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Noley  is  a  Native  American  and 
some  concern  has  been  raised  over  his 
termination  by  officials  of  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference. 

“We  are  not  phasing  out  this  important 
work,”  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  board  told 
TM/UMR.  “The  Personnel  committee 
has  to  assess  whether  staff  persons  can 
help  the  division  and  the  church  to  be  in 
mission.  They  felt  a  change  was  needed.” 


RNS  honored 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
Religious  News  Service  was  cited  here 
for  its  “thorough,  accurate  and 
professional  coverage  of  religious  news.” 

The  agency  received  a  special  Citation 
of  Merit  from  the  Religious  Public 
Relations  Council,  Inc.,  at  that 


organization’s  46th  annual  convention.  At 
the  same  time,  RNS  Managing  Editor 
and  Director  Lillian  R.  Block  was  named 
an  honorary  Fellow  of  the  Council. 

(RNS,  along  with  the  TM/  UMR  staff 
and  United  Methodist  Communications, 
are  the  primary  sources  TM/  UMR 
employs  to  get  the  news  of  religious 
significance  to  our  readers.) 

Bishop  Milhouse  authors  book 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Ok.  —  In  the 
tradition  of  the  former  Evangelical  and 
United  Brethren  Churches,  Bishop  Paul 
Milhouse  erf  UMC  Oklahoma  area,  has 
written  a  new  book,  “Nineteen  Bishops  of 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church.”  Focusing  on  the  history  of 
bishops  who  served  in  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  from  the  time  of 
the  union  of  the  two  churches  until  its 
subsequent  union  with  the  Methodist 
church  in  1968,  the  biographies  are 
arranged  in  order  of  the  bishops’  election 
with  a  chapter  devoted  to  each  one. 

Copies  of  the  book  are  available 
through  the  Oklahoma  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  office,  2420  N. 
Blackwelder,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla., 
73106  at  $3.95  and  at  Cokesbury  outlets. 
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Rate:  39c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver'talng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  tt.73 
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BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  aul 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75301. 
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AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 
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ellzabeth's  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  25351, 

Houston.  Texas  77005. 

GEMS  FROM  JAMES  by  Dooald  Charles 

Lacy.  Excellent  for:  devotional  reading.  Bible 
study,  preaching  Ideas,  prayer  group  or  class 
discussion.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Lacy  has  contributed 
articles  to  "The  Christian  Advocate.”  "Church 
School.”  "The  Interpreter.”  and  many  other 
periodicals.  He  is  the  author  of  the  Tidings 

Tract -of-the- Month  for  April.  1975.  entitled 
"The  Three  R’s.”  He  Is*  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  In  Seymour.  Ind. 

*4.95  (hardback)  at  your  favorite  bookseller. 

|  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Religious  Education 

Coordinator  with  ability  to  direct  adult  choir  or 
play  organ.  Send  resume  to:  Minister.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Box  906.  Nederland. 
Texas  77627.  Applications  accepted  through 

May  15.  1975. 

BEAUTIFUL  STAINED  GLASS  windows  and 
church  ftmlture  for  sale.  Please  contact  Rev. 

B1U  Grisham.  P.O.  Box  216,  Leonard.  TX. 
75452.  Telephone  (214)  587-3463. 

SONG  POEMS:  Set  to  music,  cassette  tape 
recorded,  sheet  music.  One  package  offer. 
Member  ASCAP.  Christian  Song  Writers.  3803 
Deerfoot  Dr..  Chattanooga.  TN.  37406. 

BRITISH  ISLES  —  Ireland.  Scotland,  England 
—  with  Methodist  and  Uterary  highlights. 
Dallas  to  Dallas,  first  class.  June  16-Juty  7. 
*1482.  Write  or  call:  Mrs.  Ida  Louise  NobUn. 

7203  Centenary.  Dallas.  Texas  75225.  (214  )  388- 
2933. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

COMPORT  ANP  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORP 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (617)  MI5-9203  Keene,  Texas  7*059 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall’s  Upholstery.  406 

S.  College.  Waxahachie.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3680. 

Church  can  shape  future 

Leading  futurist  urges  conference  to  take  risks 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

CLAREMONT,  Ca.  —  Challenging  the 
church  to  take  larger  risks  and  to  plan  for 
the  Bi-Centennial  year  of  1976  as  the  time 
to  change  society,  economist  and  futurist 
Robert  Theobald  led  a  conference  of 
United  Methodists  here  on  the  subject 
“Emerging  Alternatives:  Shaping  the 
Future.” 

“We  recognize  that  although  justice 
does  not  exist  in  our  country,  what  we  do 
in  the  next  two  years  can  change  the 
direction  of  the  nation  and  the  world. 
That’s  the  charge  I  lay  on  you,’’  he 
declared  to  nearly  150  persons  attending 
the  three-day  meeting. 

The  conference  was  sponsored  jointly 
by  the  Emerging  Issues  division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  the 
Southern  California-Arizona  Conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
Claremont  School  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Theobald  called  on  the  church  to 
reflect  on  its  future  and  its  mission 
during  the  period  from  Thanksgiving  to 
Christmas.  Termed  “Congregation  ’76” 
he  also  proposed  a  program  called 
“Class  ’76”  in  which  persons  ask  where 
American  education  is  headed  and 
“Community  ’76”  in  which  people  ask 
what  five  questions  are  most  crucial  in 
their  community. 

Contrasting  sharply  with  Dr. 


Theobald’s  optimist-activist  approach 
was  a  presentation  by  theologian  John 
Cobb  of  Claremont  School  of  Theology. 
He  confessed  that  he  was  alienated  from 
society  and  that  he  did  not  believe  justice 
could  become  a  historical  possibility.  He 
saw  the  present  American  dependence 
“on  mammon  and  not  God”  as  leading  to 
the  collapse  of  the  socio-economic 
system. 

In  his  address  which  provoked  much 
discussion  among  the  participants,  Dr. 
Cobb  described  alienation  as  “within  the 
providence  of  God.”  Many  sensitive 
persons,  he  claimed,  are  alienated  from 
the  structures  of  society  primarily 
because  they  care  deeply  about  society. 
“Jesus  was  an  extremely  alienated 
person.” 

Dr.  Cobb  said  he  was  alienated  most  by 
the  way  every  institution,  including  the 
church,  puts  economics  ahead  of  every¬ 
thing  else.  But  within  the  church,  the 
Bible  offers  “a  leverage  to  transcend 
that  problem,”  a  possibility  which  he 
does  not  see  operating  in  business,  educa¬ 
tion  or  government. 

‘The  tension  between  what  the  church 
is  and  ought  to  be  is  fruitful  and  hopeful” 
Dr.  Cobb  said. 

Other  issues  raised  at  the  conference 
with  an  eye  to  the  future  were:  cities  of 
the  future,  women  in  the  changing 
society,  international  ethics,  world 


population  and  ethnic  minority  concerns. 

Participants  from  each  of  Southern 
California-Arizona ’s  ten  districts  spent 
part  of  one  afternoon  planning  to  relate 
the  issues  of  the  meeting  to  district 
Councils  on  Ministries  and  local  chur¬ 
ches. 


A  bishop  and  liis  accusers 

Facing  his  accusers  and  finally  being  exonerated  by  the  U.  S.  House  of  Un- 
American  Activities  in  the  ‘  McCarthy  era"  of  the  early  1950’s,  Bishop  G.  Bromley 
Oxnam  is  pictured  in  the  newly  revised  and  enlarged  edition  of  "Endless  Line  of 
Splendor."  This  classic  for  United  Methodists  carries  nearly  all  of  the  engaging 
stories  written  by  the  late  Halford  E.  Luccock.  plus  22  new  vignettes  by  Webb 
Garrison.  Lvnd  W  ard,  the  original  artist,  illustrated  again  with  his  brush  drawings. 
-  .  .  PHOTO:  U.M.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Louis  Hams  survey  shows 


Ms.  Dion  Hurt,  conference  officer  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  said  she 
believed  the  weekend  conference 
reached  its  goals  of  “stimulating 
thinking  for  the  future.  It  caused  people 
to  ask  how  they  might  influence  their 
local  congregation  in  these  areas.” 


Religion  ‘very  important 
to  older  American  public 


Prelate  prays  for  second 
Pentecost:  ‘Jerusalem  IF 


COLLEGE VILLE,  Minn.  (RNS)  — 
When  someone  suggested  to  Cardinal  Leo 
Josef  Suenens  that  world  Christianity 
perhaps  needed  a  Vatican  Council  III,  he 
replied  that  he  dreamed  rather  about  a 
“Jerusalem  II.” 

By  that,  the  Roman  Catholic  primate  of 
Belgium  and  a  ranking  leader  in  the 
charismatic  renewal  and  ecumenical 
movements,  explained  he  is  praying  for 
“a  second  Pentecost.” 

The  Christian  church  was  born  in 
Jerusalem  around  the  Eucharist  (Holy 
Communion)  on  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  present  with  Christ’s 
disciples  then  can  bring  Christian 
renewal  and  unity  today,  the  cardinal 
said. 

Cardinal  Suenens.  speaking  at  St. 
John’s  University  which  honored  him 
with  its  Pax  Christi  Award,  said  he 
believes  there  is  a  “Springtime  of  the 
spirit  of  God”  which  is  moving  across 
denominational  lines. 

“Renewal  in  the  Spirit  is  giving  us  a 
new  depth  and  love  and  charity,”  he 
declared. 


Cardinal  Suenens  said  that  when  he 
became  a  bishop  in  1945  he  found  “ten¬ 
sion”  between  the  institutional  and  the 
charismatic  sides  of  the  church,  so  he 
decided  to  dedicate  himself  to  being  a 
bridge  between  them. 

The  cardinal  emphasized  that  spiritual 
renewal  was  more  important  than  the  so- 
called  “gifts!;  £  the  Holy  Spirit.  While  he 
did  not  identify  the  latter,  they  include 
speaking  in  tongues  and  healing. 

Cardinal  Suenens  said  he  had  been 
“surprised”  to  see  conservative  and 
progressive  people  praying  together  at 
the  charismatic  gatherings. 

‘They  don’t  change  their  minds  but 
they  love  each  other,”  he  said. 

The  cardinal  said  he  agreed  with  the 
evaluation  of  an  Anglican  bishop  that  the 
reason  Christians  are  so  divided  today  is 
that  “we  didn’t  speak  to  each  other  for 
centuries.” 

But  ecumenical  dialogue  can  only  be 
successful  if  each  tradition  remains 
faithful  to  itself,  he  said. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  - 
Religion  is  “very  important”  for  71  per 
cent  of  the  American  public  65  and  older, 
compared  with  49  per  cent  of  those  under 
65  who  say  religion  is  “very  important” 
to  them,  according  to  a  survey  released 
here. 

Conducted  by  Louis  Harris  and 
Associates  for  the  National  ~  Council  on 
the  Aging,  Inc.,  the  study  is,  according  to 
the  council,  the  most  extensive  ever 
undertaken  to  determine  the  public’s 
attitude  toward  aging  and  older 
Americans,  and  also  to  document  older 
Americans’  views  and  attitudes  toward 
themselves  and  their  personal  ex¬ 
periences  of  old  age. 

Involved  were  4,254  interviews 
representing  a  cross-section  of  the  U.  S. 
population  18  and  older.  Approximately 
21  million  Americans  are  65  or  older  — 15 
per  cent  of  the  total  population. 

The  survey  indicates  that  the  im¬ 
portance  people  attach  to  religion  in  their 
own  lives  increases  steadily  with  age.  Of 
those  18  to  24  years  old,  34  per  cent  say 
religion  is  “very  important”  to  them;  25- 
39  years  old,  45  per  cent;  40-54  years  old, 
58  per  cent ;  55-64  years  old,  65  per  cent ; 
65-69  years  old,  69  per  cent;  70-79  years 
old,  71  per  cent,  80  and  older,  73  per  cent. 

Results  of  the  survey,  however,  did  not 
indicate  that  attendance  at  a  house  of 
worship  necessarily  increases  with  age. 

Attendance  at  church  and  synagogue 
services  is  slightly  higher  among  the 
older  public  than  among  those  under  65. 
It  is  lowest  among  the  very  young,  peaks 
among  those  55  to  79,  and  falls  off 


somewhat  among  those  80  and  over,  the 
survey  revealed. 

Other  major  findings  of  the  survey,  as 
provided  by  a  council  aide. 

—  “An  overwhelming  97  per  cent  of  the 
American  people  believe  that  Social 
Security  payments  to  the  elderly  should 
automatically  increase  with  rises  in  the 
cost  of  living.  There  is  no  indication  that 
the  public  supports  an  arbitrary 
limitation  on  this  increase  .  .  . 

—  “The  conclusion  is  obvious  that  most 
of  {he  pldqr  pieop|e  ,pf  thjs  country  have 
(he  desire  and  the  potential  to  be 
productive,  contributing  members  of  our 
society.  They  do  not  want  to  be  ‘put  on  the 
shelf’  and  excluded  from  social  and 
economic  activities. 

—  “It  is  clear  that  most  older  people 
feel  that  their  condition  in  life  is  better, 
economically  and  socially,  than  the 
general  public  believes  it  to  be.  But 
‘most’  can  be  a  deceptive  term;  it  is 
vitally  important  to  remember  that 
many  millions  if  older  people  are  living 
at,  or  below,  the  poverty  line.  Thus,  when 
15  per  cent  of  people  over  65  say  that  ‘not 
having  enough  money  to  live  on’  is  a 
personal  problem  for  them,  that  per¬ 
centage  translates  to  some  three  million 
needy  people  ...” 

The  245-page  survey,  released  at  a 
press  conference  here  in  mid-April, 
makes  this  observation  in  the  section 
titled  “The  Experience  of  Being  Older:” 

“There  appears  to  be  no  such  thing  as 
the  typical  experience  of  old  age,  nor  the 
typical  older  person.  At  no  point  in  one’s 
life  does  a  person  stop  being  himself  and 


7  Want  To  Be 
A  Nurse " 


SANTOSH  DANIEL  is  a  very 
intelligent,  eight-year-old  girl  from 
India.  Although  she  is  young,  she 
has  already  chosen  nursing  as  her 
profession.  Perhaps  we  can  make 
her  dream  come  true,  for  nurses 
are  badly  needed  in  her  country. 
Santosh  is  in  the  Methodist  Girls’ 
Hostel  at  Raichur  and  she  will 
remain  there  IF  we  find  a  sponsor 
for  her.  Perhaps  you  would  like  to 
tell  Santosh  that  you  care  about  her 
future  by  becoming  her  sponsor. 

A  sponsorship  is  only  ten  dollars 
a  month  and  this  fee  provides  food, 
clothing  and  educational  materials 
for  "your"  child.  You  receive 
complete  information  on  the  child: 
name,  address,  picture  and  case 
history.  No  contracts  are  signed 
with  WCI. 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN.  INC.  is 
U.S.  government  approved  so  that 
all  donations  are  tax  deductible. 

Currently  we  are  seeking  spon¬ 
sors  for  children  in  Puerto  Rico, 
India,  the  Dominican  Republic  and 
in  Colombia,  S.A. 

Many  church  groups,  individuals 
and  families  sponsor  children  and 
they  report  there  is  no  finer 
experience  in  life  than  helping  one 
of  God’s  deserving  children.  Won’t 
you  join  our  fine  family  of  spon¬ 
sors?  Please  write: 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 
e  need  Is  greatest 

*  child  In _ 

^closed  Is  payment  tor  first 


Write  To:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Isay,  Regional -j 
Director.  P.  O.  Boot  2979.  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  j 


United  Methodists  share  unique  bond 

Trouble  comes ,  so  does  God’s  love 


By  PAIGE  CARLIN 
Executive  Editor 
“United  Methodists  Today" 

If  I  didn’t  know  it  before,  I  certainly  do 
now:  When  trouble  comes,  it  is  soon 
followed  by  help  from  sources  you  never 
would  have  imagined. 

A  recent  experience  of  my  family  in 
Arkansas  has  convinced  me  of  at  least 
two  things.  First,  this  is  a  st?te  with 
many  warm-hearted,  love-giving  people; 
and  second,  there  is  a  special  bond  that 
binds  United  Methodists  regardless  of 
where  they  are  from. 

Friday  night,  April  4,  was  one  of  the 
longest,  worry-filled  nights  my  wife  and  I 
ever  have  spent.  A  pleasant  family 
vacation  had  changed  abruptly  into  a 
bizarre  nightmare  that  couldn’t  really  be 
happening  but  yet  it  was. 

Betty  andJ,  with  our  son,  Brad,  12, 
and  daughter.  Laurel,  8,  had  spent 
several  days  in  the  Hot  Springs  area 
doing  things  tourists  usually  do  and 
drove  up  to  Mather  Lodge  in  Petit  Jean 
State  Park.  The  children  and  I  began 
unloading  the  car,  intending  to  go  on  a 
hike  before  supper.  It  was  about  4  o’clock 
then. 

National  Council  urges 
Vietnam  compassion 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  In  a  rare 
pastoral  letter  to  the  American  people, 
the  officers  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  urged  the  nation  to  face  the 
hard  realities  of  Vietnam  without 
despair,  “disjointed  actions”  or 
“superficial  analysis.” 

“What  God  demands  of  us  is  the 
deepest  compassion,  not  sentimentality; 
the  best  of  our  reasoning,  not  blame¬ 
fixing  and  partisan  politics,”  the 
Council’s  eight  top  leaders  said. 

The  pastoral  called  upon  the 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  communities  of 
the  U.S.  to  support  reconciliation  and 
reconstruction  in  Indochina  through  a 
special  World  Council  of  Churches  fund. 

Signers  of  the  pastoral  included  the 
Rev.  W.  Sterling  Cary,  the  National 
Council  president;  Dr.  Cynthia  Wedel, 
immediate  past-president;  Claire 
Randall,  general  secretary ;  Dr.  Carl  W. 
Tiller,  treasurer;  the  Rev.  John  S. 
Groenfeldt,  recording  secretary,  and 
three  vice-presidents. 


Wash  That  POLLEN 
Right  Outa  Your  Eyes 

Better  than  any  eye  drop.  LAVOPT1K  washes 
away  itchy  pollen.  Soothes  and  relieves  sore, 
burning,  itching  eyelids:  relaxes  tired  eyes. 
Laboratories  can  count  the  extra  grains 
removed  by  gentle  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash. 

Availabl^Meadin^iru^ounter^vcr^where^ 


On  the  last  trip  from  the  car  Laurie  set 
off  down  the  slope  from  the  parking  lot 
with  her  mother’s  knitting  bag  clutched 
against  her  chest.  I  had  just  locked  the 
trunk  when  I  became  aware  of  some 
commotion  at  the  foot  of  the  wide  steps 
near  the  lodge  entrance. 

Laurie  falls 

Someone  had  fallen.  As  I  approached,  I 
saw  that  it  was  Laurie. 

What  took  me  several  moments  to 
comprehend  was  that  this  was  no  mere 
tumble.  Somehow  she  had  fallen  on  the 
knitting  bag  in  such  a  way  that  the  force 
of  her  weight  had  driven  an  18-inch 
knitting  needle,  size  8  (slightly  rmaller 
than  a  pencil),  into  her  chest.  The  bag 
and  all  its  contents  dangled  from  the  end 
of  the  needle  that  protruded  from  her 
chest. 

Up  to  that  point,  it  seemed,  everything 
that  day  had  gone  wrong.  From  that 
point  on,  thank  God,  everything  went 
right. 

A  man  later  identified  to  us  as 
Assistant  Park  Superintendent  David 
McCallum  was  on  the  scene  im¬ 
mediately.  He  cut  the  bag  loose  from  the 
needle  but  insisted  that  Laurie  not  be 
moved  and  that  no  one  attempt  to  pull  the 
needle  out  of  her  chest. 

Another  member  of  the  park  staff  was 
on  the  telephone  in  less  than  a  minute, 
summoning  an  ambulance  from  Conway 
County  Hospital  in  Morrilton,  about  20 
miles  away.  Two  nurses  attending  the 
meeting  came  out  of  the  lodge  and  began 
taking  Laurie’s  pulse,  listening  to  her 
heart,  and  administering  the  oxygen 
which  someone  else  had  brought. 

Much  quicker  than  seemed  possible  the 
ambulance  arrived,  the  attendants 
loaded  Laurie  inside,  and  returned  with 
her  to  the  hospital  in  Morrilton.  A  doctor 
was  there  waiting,  X-rays  were  made, 
the  doctor  determined  at  once  that 
Laurie  needed  the  facilities  available  at  a 
larger  hospital.  He  ordered  her  put  back 
into  an  ambulance,  and  as  soon  as  she 
was  on  the  road,  he  arranged  for  a 
thoracic  surgeon  to  be  ready  to  examine 
her  as  soon  as  she  reached  St.  Vincent 
Infirmary  in  Little  Rock. 

Didn't  realize  how  serious  it  was 
Those  50  miles  —  Betty  in  the  am¬ 
bulance  with  Laurie,  Brad  and  I 
following  in  our  car  —  seemed  like  200, 
but  even  then  we  didn’t  realize  how 
serious  the  situation  was. 

In  the  emergency  room  at  St.  Vincent 
we  were  told  the  knitting  needle  was  not 
simply  “resting  on”  Laurie’s  heart,  as 
the  Morrilton  doctor  mercifully  had  told 
us.  About  one  and  one-half  inches  of  it,  in 
fact,  had  penetrated  her  heart.  Had  it 
been  removed  earlier,  blood  would  have 
flowed  out  into  the  inelastic  pericardial 


sac,  stopping  her  heart  action,  and  she 
would  have  died  in  less  than  half  an  hour. 

Within  minutes,  the  Little  Rock 
surgeon  said,  he  and  a  counsulting  heart 
specialist  would  be  ready  to  begin  the 
operation  to  remove  the  knitting  needle 
and  close  the  wound  it  had  created  in 
Laurie’s  heart.  He  told  us  later  that 
because  a  few  drops  of  blood  squeezed 
past  the  needle  into  the  heart  sac  with 
each  pulse  (and  this  had  been  going  on 
for  more  than  three  hours),  there 
remained  only  about  a  half-hour’s  leeway 
between  life  and  death  by  the  time  the 
surgery  relieved  the  pressure. 

It  was  a  long  night  of  uncertainty,  but 
by  the  following  morning  Laurie’s 
chances  for  recovery  seemed  good.  And 
although  we  had  several  days  of  anxiety 
while  she  remained  under  intensive  care, 
we  now  foresee  the  end  of  our  unexpected 
stay  in  Little  Rock,  and  Laurie  should  be 
able  to  rejoin  her  third-grade  class  within 
a  few  weeks. 

Deeply  moved  by  support 
of  people 

Throughout  this  difficult  experience  we 
have  been  deeply  moved  by  the  way 
people  have  come  to  our  support.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  prayers  have  been  said,  many  of 
them  by  persons  who  scarcely  knew  us 
and  many  by  others  whose  own  loved 
ones  lay  severely  ill  in  the  hospital. 

Long  before  the  dozens  of  letters, 
cards,  and  messages  reached  us  from 
Illinois  and  elsewhere,  we  found  our¬ 
selves  surrounded  by  a  loving  com¬ 
munity  of  persons  who  had  been 
strangers  but  now  were  close  friends. 

No  fewer  than  eight  United  Methodist 
ministers  sought  us  out  at  the  hospital  to 
offer  help,  prayer,  and  support.  Both 
pastors  and  lay  church  members  offered 
space  in  their  homes  for  Betty,  Brad,  and 
me. 

(We  accepted  the  first  invitation  from 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Alvin  Murray  of  First 
Church  and  they  have  shared  both  their 
home  and  their  love  beautifully  and 
graciously.) 

Others  offered  to  lend  us  cars,  invited 
us  to  dinner,  brought  gifts  to  the  hospital 
for  Laurie,  and  pleaded  to  do  “anything 
at  all.” 

Frankly,  we’re  almost  overwhelmed 
by  all  of  this  —  and  sincerely  grateful. 
This  has  been  a  trying  time,  of  course, 
but  we’ve  learned  a  great  deal,  too,  about 
how  God’s  love  is  marvelously  conveyed 
through  the  lives  of  Christian  men  and 
women. 

Mr.  Carlin .■  a  veteran  of  17  years 
association  with  the  general  periodicals 
of  the  church,  wrote  this  account  at  the 
request  of  “The  Arkansas  Methodist.”  It 
is  reprinted  by  permission. 


suddenly  turn  into  an  ‘old  person,’  with 
all  the  myths  and  stereotypes  that  that 
term  involves. 

“Instead,  the  social,  economic  and 
psychological  factors  that  affect  in¬ 
dividuals  when  they  were  younger,  often 
stay  with  them  throughout  their  lives. 
Older  people  share  with  each  other  their 
chronological  age,  but  factors  more 
powerful  than  age  alone  determine  the 
conditions  of  their  later  years.” 


U.M.  octogenarian 

SHOSHONE,  Id.  —  After  85  years  of 
living  and  almost  24  years  of  perfect 
attendance  at  church  —  that’s  about  1,230 
consecutive  worship  services  —  United 
Methodist  Jay  J.  Lockie  is  still  going 
strong.  Until  a  heart  attack  last  summer, 
Mr.  Lockie  shoveled  snow,  watered  and 
mowed  lawns  and  did  numerous  acts  of 
helpfulness  throughout  town.  “Now  I 
stick  to  less  strenuous  work,”  he  said. 

Any  advice  for  younger  folks?  “Watch 
what  you  eat;  don’t  smoke;  don’t  drink, 
and  get  lots  of  exercise  as  you  can,”  Mr. 
Locke  says. 

“But  most  important.”  he  adds,  "read 
your  Bible  every  day,  and  pray  every 
night.  I  live  to  measure  up  to  my  life’s 
motto,  ‘Earn  thy  neighbor’s  respect,’  and 
I  ask  God  to  give  me  strength  each  day  to 
continue  His  work.” 

STORY  AND  PICTURE  COURTESY  NATHAN  M. 
WARE  AND  OR  EGON- IDAHO  'UNITED 
METHODIST' 


Spain,  ‘Portugal 
and  Morocco 

June  27  to  July  1 1 

Join  a  group 
from  the 

Central  Methodist 
Church  on  an 
all  inclusive 
Two  Week  Holiday. 

For  information,  write: 

Rev.  E.  C.  Cole 
130  W.  11th  St. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  64105 
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Blacks  ask 
college  fund 
to  continue 

ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMC)  —  A  strong 
plea  for  the  continuation  of  the  Black 
College  Fund  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  during  the  next  quadrennium 
(1976-80)  was  made  here  in  mid- April  by 
the  presidents  of  the  12  black  colleges 
related  to  the  denomination. 

The  presidents  also  recommended  a 
slightly  revised  formula  for  the 
distribution  of  the  funds;  asked  that  the 
Commission  on  the  Black  Colleges 
continue;  and  discussed  ways  the 
colleges  could  cooperate  with  other 
groups  to  further  promote  the  fund 
throughout  the  church.  Meeting  with  the 
presidents  Were  the  directors  of 
development  and  public  relations  for  the 
schools. 

Appreciation  was  expressed  for  the 
response  of  the  church  to  the  Fund  which 
reached  75  per  cent  of  its  $6  million  goal 
in  1974,  but  concern  was  voiced  about 

1975  receipts  which  are  15  per  cent  behind 
the  same  period  last  year. 

The  Council  of  Presidents,  headed  by 
Dr.  Isaac  H.  Miller  Jr.,  of  Bennett 
College,  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  is  asking  that 
in  the  next  quadrennium  the  Black 
College  Fund  continue  to  be  related  to  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Most  of  the  presidents  will  be  visiting 
annual  conference  sessions  this  spring  on 
behalf  of  the  Fund.  Special  citations  will 
be  presented  to  37  conferences  which 
paid  more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  1974 
Fund  apportionment. 

Youth  council 
shifts  plan 
on  petition 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  no 
longer  plans  to  ask  the  denomination’s 
legislating  body  specifically  to  endorse 
the  ordination  of  homosexuals,  church 
sources  disclosed  here. 

But  a  petition  the  council  does  intend  to 
file  would,  if  approved  by  the  church’s 

1976  General  Conference,  have  the  effect 
of  removing  bars  to  such  ordinations. 

The  decision  of  the  council  not  to 
pursue  a  direct  approach  was  reported  in 
an  analysis  of  the  controversy  made  for 
colleagues  by  the  interpretation  officer  of 
the  church’s  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry. 

The  Rev.  Judy  Weidman  said  her 
research  “reveals  that  not  one  official 
agency  of  the  church  or  interested 
caucus  at  this  time  plans  to  introduce 
legislation  which  would  specify  that 
homosexuality  should  not  be  a  bar  to 
ordination.” 

She  added  that  the  youth  council  does 
not  expect  to  petition  General  Conference 
on  that  specific  issue. 

Yet  in  her  two-page  paper,  Ms. 
Weidman  notes  that  the  youth  agency 
does  have  plans  to  submit  a  petition 
dealing  broadly  with  homosexuality. 

The  revised  plan  is  to  ask  the  General 
Conference  to  remove  one  sentence  and  a 
clause  from  official  Social  Principles 
adopted  in  1972. 

Fragments  of  the  Social  Principles 
which  the  petition  would  delete  are 
precisely  those  cited  recently  by  the 
Division  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  and  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  in 
emphasizing  bars  against  the  ordination 
of  homosexuals. 


You’re  Never 
Too  Old 
To  Hear  Better 


Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  non¬ 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  ever  made  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
requesting  it. 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model  now.  Wear  it  in  the  privacy 
of  your  own  home  to  see  how  tiny 
hearing  help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to 
keep,  free.  The  actual  aid  weighs 
less  than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and 
it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit.  No 
wires  lead  from  body  to  head. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no  cost, 
and  certainly  no  obligation.  Thou¬ 
sands  have  already  been  mailed, 
so  write  today  to  Dept.453U. 
Beltone  Electronics,  4201  W.  Vic¬ 
toria  Street,  Chicago,  111.  60646. 


fto/  .  1  f\o/  first  mortgage 

kj  /o  t0  J.U/0  church  bonds 


intarsst  par  annum 

with  maturity  dates  ranging  from  1  to  10%  years  and 
interest  payable  semiannually. 

This  announcemant  is  nalthar  an  offar  10  sail  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offar  to  buy.  Tha  offar  Is  mada  by  prospectus  only. 


ciA.cB.Culbert$ori  and  Company- 


1408  Continental  Life  Building 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102 
Gentlemen:  Please  sand  information  on  available  first  mortgage  church  bonds. 


Within  Texas,  can  1-800-782-2992 

Outside  of  Texas,  call  1-800433-2423  (toll  free) 
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Bishop’s  Message 


e  recent  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  I  was  happy  to  report  that 
Louisiana  has  gained  in  membership  during  the  past  two  years. 

The  bishops,  however,  say  to  the  whole  church  that  the  remedy  for  declining 
rolls  generally  will  be  found  in  the  following: 

(1)  Revival  of  affirmative  theology. 

(2)  A  re-definition  of  the  purpose  of  the  local  church,  which  includes  winning 
individual  disciples  to  Christ,  nurturing  growth  in  discipleship,  transforming 
the  local  church  into  a  caring  community  of  faith  and  good  works,  and  the 
opening  of  channels  for  personalized  mission  and  service. 

(3)  Constructively  interpret  and  channel  the  enthusiasm  and  commitment 
generated  among  those  who  are  newly  open  to  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

(4)  Strengthen  Christian  education  at  all  levels,  especially  in  the 
revitalization  of  the  Sunday  School. 

(5)  Keep  the  worshipping  communities  in  the  local  church  in  the  center  of 
focus  by  testing  every  proposal  and  program  of  the  boards  and  agencies  by  the 
criteria  of  local  church  empowerment  (e.g.,  does  this  program  strengthen  the 
local  worshipping  community?). 

(6)  Let  pastors,  especially,  become  persons  powerfully  motivated  by  prayer. 

Other  items  were  listed,  but  these  seemed  to  be  central.  Let  us  advance  in 
evangelism.  Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


People  are  happening 


(Editor’s  note:  This  is  the  third  article  in 
the  series  on  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  emphasis  for  1975-1976, 
and  this  week's  writer  discusses 
“ Evangelism  in  Creative  Ministries.”) 

By  WILLIAM  T.  STEPHENSON 

People  are  happening  and  this  calls  for 
creative  ministries  in  the  life  of  the  local 
congregation  as  it  gears  itself  to  meet 
the  vast  needs  of  people  in  the 
community  where  it  serves.  This  is  a 
vital  part  of  the  Church’s  task  to  be  the 
“Expanding”  Church. 

It  can  be  an  exciting  process  for  every 
church  to  decide  on  a  new  ministry 
outside  its  walls  to  help  others  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  The  scripture  calls  us  to 
be  the  servant  church  and  to  be  evangels 
as  we  minister  to  the  blind,  or  the  deaf,  or 
the  retarded,  to  the  minorities,  to  the 
very  young  or  the  old,  to  the  hungry  or 
the  sick  or  the  poor. 

We  could  hardly  think  of  evangelism  or 
membership  recruitment  and  training 
without  also  thinking  of  being  the  servant 
church.  The  Expanding  Church  is  not 
only  quantity,  but  scope;  not  only  size, 
but  shape.  There  are  options  for  the 
church  to  be  enabled  to  dream  new 
dimensions  in  ministry  to  and  with 
people.  This  is  called,  for  want  of  a  better 
term,  “Creative  Ministries.”  Evange¬ 
lism  is  creative  ministry  through  any 
action,  study  program  or  project  that 


Breakfasts,  dinners, 
luncheons  scheduled 


‘The  kindest  man 
I  ever  knew” 


Ralph  Cain  was  the  kindest  man 
I  ever  knew.  I  have  known  a  lot  of 
good  men,  and  capable  men,  and 
Christian  men.  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  working  with  some 
truly  great  men.  But  Ralph  Cain, 
who  had  all  of  these  qualities  too, 
was  also  the  kindest  man  I  have 
ever  known. 

He  was  a  Christian,  and  he  lived 
by  the  Golden  Rule.  He  was 
patient,  and  understanding,  and 
perceptive.  I  worked  with  him  for 
almost  a  year  —  from  the  day  he 
came  into  the  office  of  Area 
Provost.  It  was  a  rare  privilege.  I 
was  always  impressed  by  his 
ability  and  his  knowledge.  But 
more  than  anything  else,  it  was  his 
kindness  of  heart  and  spirit  that 
enriched  the  days  which  I  shared 
in  his  work.  The  memory  of  this  is 
a  priceless  gift  which  he  left  me  as 
a  friend. 

I  shall  miss  him.  But  I  shall 
remember  him  happily  all  of  my 
life.  -Thelma  R.  Brett, 

Associate  Editor 


at  Annual  Conference 

Breakfasts,  dinners  and  luncheons  in 
connection  with  Annual  Conference  ac¬ 
tivity,  have  been  scheduled  during  the 
session,  beginning  on  May  28.  The 
following  schedule  will  assist  in  making 
plans  for  participants  to  attend  the 
meeting  with  which  they  are  concerned. 
Wednesday,  May  28 

7:30  a.m.  Board  of  Laity  Breakfast, 
Centenary  Room,  Centenary 
College  Cafeteria 

5:30  p.m.  Emory  Dinner,  Centenary 
Room,  Centenary  College 
Cafeteria 
Thursday,  May  29 

7:30  a.m.  1000  Club  Breakfast,  Cente¬ 
nary  Room,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Cafeteria 

12:30  p.m.  Parsonette  Luncheon,  Bain 
Hall,  Hunter  Activities  Build¬ 
ing,  First  Church 

12:30  p.m.  Conference  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees,  Green  Room,  Centenary 
College  Cafeteria 

12:30  p.m.  Chaplain’s  Luncheon:  Mili¬ 
tary,  Institutional,  Hospital 
and  Part-time  Chaplains, 
Centenary  College  Cafeteria 

5:30  p.m.  Duke  Dinner,  Noel  Memorial 
Perkins  Dinner,  Room  101, 
Hunter  Activities  Building, 
First  Church 
Friday,  May  30 

12:30  P.M.  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  Centenary  Room,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  Cafeteria 


From  the  retired  corner 


By  BENTLEY  SLOANE 

•'ASSETS” 

Retirement  does  not  signal  the  end  of 
usefulness.  There  are  stored  up  assets 
that  age  and  experience  bring.  Wisdom 
has  been  added  to  knowledge  and  some 
love  to  both.  We  can  “see  life  steadily  and 
see  it  as  a  whole.”  The  fine  art  of  human 
relations  looms  large  in  maturity.  The 
educational  psychologists  speak  of 
“development  tasks”  meaning  that  we 
can  achieve  best  when  we  have 
developed  to  a  point  of  ability  and 
readiness.  The  eye  may  be  a  bit  dimmer 
and  the  pace  slower  but  long  experiences 
makes  the  job  easier.  Thus  the  senior 
citizen  has  a  special  contribution  to  make 
to  society  because  he  is  a  senior  citizen 
and  not  "in  spite  of  the  fact”  that  he  is  a 
senior  citizen.  So  retirement  may  end  one 
career  and  launch  another.  Take 
grandparents:  Can  a  thirty  year  old  take 
the  place  of  a  grandparent?  Why  do 
children  want  to  visit  grandparents? 
None  can  surpass  the  patient  guidance 
and  savory  cooking  of  grandmother  and 
the  toy  making  skills  and  fishing  lore  of 
granddads.  And  so  at  retirement  there 
abideth  these  assets,  wisdom,  skill  and 
love;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  love. 

Very  few  retired  people  have  filed  for 
bankruptcy. 


Social  principles 
suggestions  asked 


Washington,  D.  C.  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodists  have  the  chance  to  help 
revise  the  church’s  Statement  of  Social 
Principles. 

With  grass-roots  input,  the  4, 000- word 
document  was  adopted  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  as  the  first  sweeping 
revision  of  a  “social  creed”  which 
Methodists  had  first  sanctioned  in  1908. 
Although  any  individual  or  group  within 
the  church  can  submit  petitions  directly 
to  General  Conference,  a  major  effort 
will  center  in  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  which  has  prime 
responsibility  for  implementation  of  the 
Social  Principles. 

The  board  has  asked,  in  that  process, 
that  interested  persons  and  groups,  and 
especially  annual  conferences,  offer 
their  recommendations  to  the  board  to 
aid  in  developing  its  petition  to  General 
Conference.  The  deadline  for  this  is  July 
1,  since  the  board  will  complete  its 
legislative  work  in  October. 

This  is  your  opportunity  to  express 
your  wishes  as  to  what  the  “Social 
Principles”  of  our  church  should  be! 


Rev .  O  .W.  Christopher  to 
bring  memorial  sermon 


Pictured  right  is 
the  Rev.  O.  W. 
Christopher,  pastor 
of  the  Hartzell-Mt. 
Zion-Newell  Charge 
at  Slidell,  who  will 
bring  the  memorial 
sermon  at  the 
Annual  Conference 
in  Shreveport  or 
Tuesday  afternoon 
May  27. 


often  goes  beyond  the  “standard”  church 
program  of  worship,  study,  and  service. 

Let  the  Council  on  Ministries  in  the 
local  church  use  its  imagination  and 
creativity  so  that  the  local  church  can 
really  move  to  the  growing  edge  of 
ministry  in  one  or  more  of  the  need  areas 
that  can  be  perceived.  It  is  seldom 
entirely  new  or  different.  Rather  it  is  the 
setting  of  priorities,  and  deciding  to  do 
things  differently  because  people  are 
better  served  by  the  different  dimension. 

Evangelism  through  creative  minis¬ 
tries  are  seldom  one-man  or  woman 
operations,  or  decisions,  but  involve 
team  effort,  the  ministry  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  church  working  together. 
This  can  include  awareness  ministries 
through  the  media,  community  minis¬ 
tries;  relationship  ministries,  age  level 
ministries,  and  ministry  with  those  of 
exceptional  need. 

The  call  is  upon  us.  Let  every  minister 
and  the  people  of  every  church  join  and 
answer  His  call  to  fulfill  the  great  oppor¬ 
tunity  where  people  are  happening  and 
be  The  Church. 


Directory  for  Conference  Boards 
&  Agencies  designated 


Locations  for  Conference  Boards  and  Agencies  have 
Annual  Conference.  This  is  a  handy  guide  for  locating 
The  list  follows: 

MICKLE  HALL  OF  SCIENCE 
GROUND  FLOOR 
Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Commission  on  Equitable  Salaries 
FIRST  FLOOR 

Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
Commission  on  Higher  Education 
SECOND  FLOOR 
Board  of  Laity 
R.  E.  SMITH  BUILDING 
FIRST  FLOOR 
Board  of  Church  and  Society 
Board  of  Pensions 
Board  of  Discipleship 
Youth  Team 
SECOND  FLOOR 
Typing  Room 
LIBRARY  BASEMENT 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
Board  ofMtnistry 

Committee  on  Conference  Membership 
HAMILTON  HALL 
Cabinet  Room 


been  designated  for 
the  rooms. 


Room  2 
Room  4 


Room  101 
Room  1 10 
Room  114 
Room  1 16 


Room  209 


Room  101 
Room  107 
Room  108 
Fireside  Room 


Room  215 


Room  5 
Rooms  8, 9, 10,11 
Room  10 


Board  Room 


Pine  Grove  choir  helps 
in  Bicentennial  dedication 


The  Pine  Grove  UM  Church  choir  participated  in  the  dedication  of  “ Fluker's  Bluff 
Nature  Trail,”  which  is  a  St.  Helena  Bicentennial  project.  Members  from  left,  are, 
first  row;  Rosline  Jenkins,  Linda  More,  Sherri  Lynn  Dykes;  second  row,  Clyde 
King,  director;  Betty  Jo  Dykes,  Tag  Dykes,  Mona  Mae  Jenkins,  Ike  Jenkins,  Lucille 
Tiner,  Polk  Tiner. 


Kentucky  doctor 
to  be  featured  at 
health  care  seminar 


Dr.  Wayne  E. 

Oates,  a  professor 
on  the  staff  of  the 
University  of  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.  School  of 
Medicine,  and  Di¬ 
rector  of  Clinical 
Pastoral  Education, 

Norton  -  Children’s 
Hospital,  Louisville, 
will  be  featured  at  Oates 

the  third  annual  seminar  of  “The 
Minister  and  Health  Care”  at  the 
Veterans  Administration  Hospital  in 
Shreveport  on  May  23.  The  meeting  will 
begin  at  8:30  a.m.  and  continue  until  3 
p.m.  on  that  day. 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
Chaplain  Service  of  the  VA  Hospital,  and 
according  to  Chaplain  Lowell  C.  Todd, 
there  is  no  registration  fee.  Interested 
persons  are  invited. 

Chaplain  Todd  indicates  that  Doctor 
Oates  is  well  known  in  the  field  of 
pastoral  education  and  for  many  books 
with  topics  of  special  interest  to  the 
health  ministry. 


Thanks 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Rev.  Ray 
Branton,  Director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  for  providing  this 
newspaper  with  the  detailed  information 
on  this  page  concerning  the  Annual 
Conference.  Other  information  will  be 
forthcoming. 


Annual  Conference 


Congressional  bills  introduced 
to  end  liquor  advertising 


Congressman  George  E.  Brown  of 
California  has  introduced  two  bills,  H  R. 
1659  and  H.  R.  1600.  The  purpose  of  these 
bills  is  to  curb  or  eliminate  liquor  ad¬ 
vertising  by  making  it  a  non-deductible 
item  for  tax  purposes.  If  the  bills  are 
enacted  into  law,  the  liquor  firms  could 
no  longer  charge  their  several  hundreds 
of  millions  of  dollars  of  liquor  advertising 
costs  to  business  expenses.  This  is  good 
legislation.  Concerned  persons  are  urged 
to  write  to  their  Congressmen  concerning 
these  bills.  DO  IT  NOW! 


Annual  Conference  program 
and  agenda  announced 


The  program  and  agenda  for  the  1975  Annual  Conference  follows: 


Tuesday.  May  27, 1975 
In  First  Church,  Shreveport 


1:30 

p.m. 

1:45 

p.m. 

2:00 

p.m. 

2:10 

p.m. 

2:30 

p.m. 

2:45 

p.m. 

2:55 

p.m. 

3:00 

p.m. 

3:15 

p.m. 

3:30 

p.m. 

7:30 

p.m. 

7:45 

p.m. 

The  Service  of  Prayers 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
Organization  of  the  Annual  Conference 
Passage  of  Character  of  Ministers 
Welcome 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Host  Pastor 
Report  of  the  District  Superintendents 
Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  Cabinet  Chairman 
Committee  on  Nominations 
Reception  of  Class  in  Full  Connection 
Report  of  Committee  on  the  Lay  Worker 
Consecration  of  Lay  Worker 

Report  Number  One  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
Foundation  on  Wills  and  Legacies' 

Service  of  Commemoration 

The  Rev.  O.  W.  Christopher,  Pastor,  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion-Newell  Charge 
In  the  Physical  Education  Center,  Centenary  College 
First  Ballot  for  Delegates  to  General  Conference 
Sermon:  Bishop  Prince ‘A.  Taylor,  bishop  of  New  Jersey  i 
Centenary  College: 

Awarding  of  a  Degree  to  Dr.  Oral  Roberts,  of  Oral  Roberts  University 

Rules  Committee 

Adjournment 


Wednesday,  May  28, 1975 

In  Hargrove  Memorial  Theatre,  Centenary  College 


7:00  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service  -  Board  of  Laity 

In  the  Physical  Education  Center.  Centenary  College 
8:30  a.m.  Morning  Prayer  —  Dr.  Keith  Mason 
8:35  a.m.  Organization  and  Announcements 

The  Program  Report  of  the  Annual  Conference 
8:45  a.m.  Council  on  Ministries 

Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
Board  of  Church  and  Society 
Recess 

Board  of  Discipleship 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Introduction  of  Visitors,  Announcements 
Adjournment 

Opening  Prayer  —  Mr.  Ferdinand  Grayson 


9:05  a.m. 
9:15  a.m. 
9:45  a.m. 
10:05  a.m. 
11:00  a.m. 
11:55  a.m. 
12  Noon 
2:00  p.m. 


2:30  p.m. 
2:50  p.m. 
3:00  p.m. 
3:15  p.m. 
3:35  p.m. 


3:50  p.m. 
4:05  p.m. 
4:10  p.m. 


7:30  p.m. 


Commission  on  Higher  Education 
Campus  Ministry 
Centenary  College 
Dillard  University 

Board  of  Laity  and  The  Thousand  Chib 

The  Louisiana  Methodist 

Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 

United  Methodist  Women 

Conclusion  of  the  Program  Report 

Presentation  of  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Director 

Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce 

Presentation  of  Representatives  of  Schools  of  Theology 

Announcements 

Adjournment 

In  the  Physical  Education  Center,  Centenary  College 
Anniversary  Night 

The  Celebration  of  the  One  Hundred  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  Centenary 
College 


7:00  a.m. 


8:30  a.m. 
8:35  a.m. 


9:25  a.m. 
10:20  a.m. 
10:50  a.m. 


registration,  etc. 

Conference  registration  will  begin  on 
Tuesday  morning,  May  27,  at  9:30  in  the 
Student  Union  Building  at  Centenary, 
and  will  continue  until  2  p.m.  From  6:30 
p.m.  -  7:30  p.m  any  additional 
registration  will  be  held  in  the  Physical 
Education  Center.  Also,  registration  will 
be  open  from  8  a.m.  - 12  noon  Wednesday 
through  Friday  in  the  Physical 
Education  Center,  and  from  12  Noon  -  5 
p.m.  in  the  Council  on  Ministries  Office, 
R  E.  Smith  Building,  Second  Floor. 

Room  Assignments  will  be  made  on 
Tuesday,  9:30  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m.  in  the 
Student  Union  Building.  All  who  reside  on 
Campus  must  register  and  pay  the  room 
fee. 

Meals  will  be  available  at  Centenary 
College  Cafeteria,  beginning  on  Tuesday, 
May  27,  at  noon.  The  schedule  in  the 
cafeteria  is:  breakfast  —  7:15  a.m.  to 
8:15  a.m.;  lunch  —  12  Noon  to  2  p.m.; 
supper  —  5  p.m.  to  6  p.m.  The  cost  for 
continental  breakfast  in  the  South  Dining 
Room  is  75c;  full  breakfast  in  the  North 
Dining  Room  is  $1.25.  Lunch  is  $1.50; 
supper  is  $1.75.  All  persons,  except 
retired  ministers,  their  wives  and/  or 
widows  will  pay  for  individual  meals  as 
they  go  through  the  cafeteria  line. 

TTie  Cokesbury  Book  Store  will  be 
located  in  the  Moore  Student  Center.  The 
Council  on  Ministries  Office  location  is 
room  215  ,  228,  R.  E.  Smith  Building;  the 
Conference  Treasurer’s  Office  is  Room 
224,  R  E.  Smith  Building 


12:05  p.m. 
12:10  p.m. 


Thursday,  May  29, 1975 

In  the  Hargrove  Memorial  Theatre,  Centenary  College 
Sunrise  Devotional  Service  -  Board  of  Laity 

In  the  Physical  Education  Center,  Centenary  College 
Morning  Prayer  —  Mr.  Shelby  Smith 
The  Committee  on  Journal 
The  Financial  Report  of  the  Annual  Conference  _ 

8:40  a.m.  The  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
9:15  a.m.  The  Conference  Treasurer  and  Statistician 
The  Ministry  Report  of  the  Annual  Conference 
The  Board  of  Ministry 
Recognition  of  Retiring  Ministers 
Recess 

Continue  Report  of  the  Board  of  Ministry 
Approval  of  Lay  Pastors 
Admittance  of  Associate  Members 
Admittance  of  Probationary  Members 
Action  to  Continue  Probationary  Members 
Election  of  Deacons 
Election  of  Elders 

Other  Business  of  the  Board  of  Ministry 
11:50  a.m.  Presentation  of  Military  Chaplains  and  Chaplains  of  Institutions  of 
Louisiana 

Recognition  of  Visitors  and  Announcements 
Adjournment 

The  Ministry  Report  of  the  Annual  Conference  l continued) 

Opening  Prayer  —  Dr.  Robert  Kemmerley 
The  Commission  on  Equitable  Salaries 
The  Board  of  Pensions 
Conclusion  of  the  Ministry  Report 

Presentation  of  Representative  of  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
The  Committee  on  Review  and  Resolutions 
Additional  Items  for  Business 
Announcements 
Adjournment 

In  First  Church,  Shreveport 

The  Service  of  Ordination 

Wesleyan  Bell  Choir,  First  Church,  Lake  Charles 
Preaching:  Dr.  Irving  Lee  Smith,  Pastor,  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla. 

Friday,  May  30, 1975 

In  Hargrove  Memorial  theatre,  Centenary  College 
Sunrise  Devotional  Service  -  Board  of  Laity 
Morning  Prayer  —  Dr.  Leon  Netterville 

In  the  Physical  Education  Center,  Centenary  College 
The  Committee  on  Journals 
Report  of  the  Area  Provost 

Report  on  Conference  Priority  1976:  Concern  for  Persons 
The  Legal  Report  of  the  Annual  Conference 

The  Legal  Conference  and  Conference  Trustees 
The  Episcopal  Residence  Committee 
Conclusion  of  the  Legal  Report 
Conference  Insurance  Report 
Recess 

Organization  of  District  Councils  on  Ministry 
The  Committee  on  Courtesies 
Reading  of  Appointments 
Adjournment 

In  Brown  Memorial  Chapel 

Holy  Communion 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Celebrant 
Benediction 


2:00 

p.m. 

2:20 

p.m. 

2:50 

p.m. 

3:00 

p.m. 

3:20 

p.m. 

3:40 

p.m. 

3:45 

p.m. 

7:30 

p.m. 

7:00  a.m. 
8:30  a.m. 


8:35  a.m. 
8:40  a.m. 
8:50  a.m. 


9:00 

a.m. 

9:20 

a.m. 

9:30 

a.m. 

9:40 

a.m. 

10:10 

a.m. 

10:35 

a.m. 

10:45 

a.m. 

12:00 

Noon 

1:45 

p.m. 

2:45 

p.m. 

fjf/j tOl  ials »»*oe«»o«lt)l)«^ 

Toward  finding  the  real  issue 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTEK 


MAY  9, 1975 


Where  is  the  real  issue? 

That  is  the  curious  question  left  behind 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
wake  of  a  sometimes  bitter  confrontation 
between  American  Indian  United 
Methodists  and  staff  persons  of  the 
denomination’s  national  missions  agency 
during  a  meeting  last  week  in  Atlantic 
City,  N.J.  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

The  conflict  surfaced  in  the  clothing  of 
a  protest  by  the  Native  Americans 
against  the  firing  of  an  Indian  staff 
person  by  the  personnel  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  National 
Division. 

Before  three  days  of  confrontation  had 
ended,  however,  the  unsettling  feeling 
was  left  that  the  “real  issues”  had  never 
been  met  head-on  by  either  side. 

A  call  to  help 
Viet  refugees 

Thousands  of  refugees  from  the  wars  in 
Vietnam  and  Cambodia  are  now  living  in 
resettlement  camps  on  our  west  coast 
awaiting  resettlement  in  this  country. 
They  come  to  America  not  unlike  the  way 
many  of  our  ancestors  approached  these 
shores:  in  need,  lost,  alone,  and  marked 
by  the  scars  of  the  past. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  through 
its  committee  on  overseas  relief  (UM- 
COR),  has  in  recent  days  accepted  the 
responsibility  for  resettling  ap¬ 
proximately  560  displaced  families. 
UMCOR  is  calling  on  local  congregations 
across  the  country  to  open  their  com¬ 
munities  to  the  resettlement  of  these 
persons. 

Transportation  for  these  families  is 
being  provided  by  UMCOR,  but  the  local 
churches  are  being  asked  to  locate  a 
home  and  to  help  the  breadwinner  of  the 
family  find  work.  Most  heads  of  families 
have  work  skills  and  at  least  one  family 
member,  in  most  cases,  speaks  English. 

Such  an  obligation  cannot  be  entered 
into  lightly  by  a  local  congregation. 
There  are  many  factors  to  consider;  but 
those  who  respond  to  the  call  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  find  the  rewards  far  greater 
than  the  difficulties. 

Family  descriptions  and  other  in¬ 
formation  can  be  received  by  contacting: 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Over¬ 
seas  Relief,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  10027  or  by  telephoning  (212  )  749- 
0700. 


The  time  and  the  dialogue  had  been 
spent  on  “side  issues”— some  of  which 
were  important,  but  none  of  which  went 
to  the  root  of  the  controversy.  Among  the 
sides  issues  were: 

•  Was  the  personnel  committee 
justified  in  dismissing  the  Rev.  Homer 
Noley,  a  Native  American  who  has 
served  on  the  division’s  “Indian  Desk” 
since  1971? 

•  Had  proper  procedure  been  used  in 
the  dismissal? 

•  Is  the  “Indian  affairs  desk"  a 
position  which  belongs  to  Native 
Americans  or  is  it  a  position  in  the 
National  Division  which  happens  to  be 
held  by  an  Indian? 

•  Have  agreements  been  made  with 
the  American  Indian  people  and  then 
violated  by  the  National  Division?’ 

In  the  process  of  dealing  with  these 
“side  issues,”  however,  the  hidden 
agenda  always  seemed  to  be  the  question 
of  where  Native  Americans  fit  into  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Each  side 
thought  it  had  the  answer,  but  the  an¬ 
swers  were  different. 

Indians  are  saying:  “You  designed  a 
system  foreign  to  Indian  ways  and  then 
demanded  that  we  fit  into  your  mold  if  we 
are  to  be  included  in  the  church.”  They 
claim  that  the  firing  of  Mr.  Noley  was  not 
because  he  was  not  serving  God  and  his 
people  in  the  best  Indian  way,  but 
because  he  was  not  fitting  into  definitions 
which  are  foreign  to  the  ways  of  Indians. 

In  this  light,  Native  Americans  are 
telling  the  church  not  to  be  too  big,  or  too 
inflexible  to  be  inclusive,  or  it  will  be 
guilty  of  racism.  The  church  must  hear 
this  plea  and  see  the  validity  within  it. 

Meanwhile  officials  of  the  National 
Division  are  saying  to  Indians:  “You  are 
Indians,  but  you  also  are  United 
Methodists.  You  have  a  ministry  not  only 
to  other  Indians,  but  to  the  world.  You 
are  challenged  as  a  people  to  find  ways  to 
work  inside  the  system  of  the  majority 
without  forsaking  your  own  identity.” 
The  UMC’s  Indian  members  must  hear 
this  challenge  and  see  the  validity  within 
it. 

Wounds  opened  in  Atlantic  City  —  on 
both  sides  —  will  be  a  long  time  healing. 
They  are  serious  and  painful.  They  call 
upon  both  Indian  and  non-Indian 
Christians  to  strive  for  a  brotherhood  of 
mutual  understanding  and  thrust  which 
the  heat  of  the  present  situation  is 
blocking. 

Such  a  course  will  require  giving  on 
both  sides.  Neither  side  can  do  it  alone.  In 
the  end,  if  Christian  love  prevails, 
neither  side  can  lose. 


Who  is  Mother? 


We  are  currently  celebrating  the 
Festival  of  the  Christian  Home  which 
culminates  Sunday  on  Mother’s  Day,  a 
national  observance  first  declared  by 
President  Wilson  in  1914.  United 
Methodists  have  a  large  responsibility 
for  Mother’s  Day  as  it  was  originated  by 
a  Methodist,  Anna  Jarvis.  The 
denomination  gave  the  event  an  ad¬ 
ditional  impetus  when  a  resolution 
favoring  the  observance  on  a  nation-wide 
scale  was  passed  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  meeting  in  Minneapolis  in  1912. 

Today,  the  UMC  must  carry  forward, 
into  this  International  Womens  Year, 
support  for  the  continually  unraveling 
concept  of  what  a  mother  is;  what  a 
woman  is. 

The  ideal  which  we  honor  on  Mother’s 
Day,  often  in  childishly  sentimental 
terms,  lauds  her  untiring,  self-sacrifice 
in  our  behalf.  We  commend  her  lifetime 
of  unselfish  acts  which  keep  us  (husband 
and  children)  clothed,  fed  and  soothed  in 
times  of  need. 

A  quick  glance  at  this  view  of  mother 
shows  us  that  her  self-sacrifice  is  match¬ 
ed  only  by  our  self-indulgence.  Mother, 
this  view  says,  is  good  because  she  does 
all  those  nice  things  for  me  and  it  pleases 
me  so  much  it  must  be  right. 

A  deeper  look  at  Mother  will  show  that 
she  is  more  often  a  woman  of  deep  insight 


Here  I  Stand 

Morality  of  world  hunger 
response  is  not  so  simple 


What  are  you  doing  about  family  life? 

As  United  Methodists  observe  National  Family  week  this  week,  one  need  not  be  an 
alarmist  to  wonder  in  what  form  the  family  will  survive  as  an  institution  in  our 
society.  Divorce  rates  are  climbing,  life-styles  are  changing,  single-parent  families 
are  increasing  and  male  and  female  roles  are  being  redefined.  Where  does  the 
Christian  family  go  to  “get  it  all  together?” 

“To  church,”  answers  United  Methodism’s  General  Committee  on  Family 
Life,”  which  believes  that  local  congregations  need  to  provide  more  family- 
centered  ministries  today  than  ever  before. 

The  Family  Life  Committee  is  encouraging  local  churches  to  provide  exciting, 
innovative  opportunities  for  families  to  work,  play,  worship  and  study  together  — 
and  then  to  spread  the  word  about  their  family  life  programs  so  that  other 
congregations  may  benefit  from  their  experience  [see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue]. 

To  help  spread  that  word,  TM/UMR  invites  its  readers  to  write  to  us  about  family 
life  programs  which  have  succeeded,  or  show  promise  of  succeeding,  at  the  local 
church,  district  and  annual  conference  levels.  We  will  share  this  information  with 
our  readers,  and  then  forward  it  on  to  the  Family  Life  Committee’s  executive  staff 
in  Nashville,  for  use  as  resource  material  with  family  life  coordinators  across  the 
church. 

Send  your  brief  reports  to  “Family,”  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


ByE.  P.  HARVEY 

Our  response  to  world  hunger  has 
recently  become  a  major  moral  concern. 
News  of  the  World  Food  Conference  last 
November  made  headlines  in  both  the 
public  and  religious  press.  Amid  our 
concern  to  do  something  to  help  people 
who  are  hungry,  we  may  be  overlooking 
some  important  moral  considerations. 

Actually,  we  have  been  feeding  hungry 
people  in  foreign  lands  for  as  long  as  I 
can  remember.  The  only  significant 
progress  we  have  made  against  hunger 
has  resulted  from  some  countries’ 
success  in  increasing  their  own  food 
supplies.  Our  continuing  food  gifts  and 
token  sales  have  actually  compounded 
the  problem  rather  than  solving  it  in 
many  cases. 

The  simple  fact  is  this:  a  people  can 
only  sustain  a  population  level  which  its 
food  supply  will  support.  When  the  limits 
of  the  food  supply  are  reached,  the  death 
rate  increases  among  the  young,  old,  and 
ill,  and  malnutrition  reduces  fertility 
(live births).  Short-term  emergency  food 
aid  to  these  nations  is  highly  moral,  but 
extended  help  is  equally  immoral  in  that 
it  creates  dependency  on  aid  with  no 
assurance  that  it  can  be  continued. 

The  current  world  food  problem  stems 
from  two  sources:  unrestrained 
population  growth  allowed  by  an 
available  food  supply  and  global  weather 
conditions.  Our  nation  must  take  much  of 
the  responsibility  for  the  worldwide 
population  explosion.  Through  our 
altruistic  gifts,  we  have  actually  fueled 
the  explosion  by  providing  enough  food  to 
allow  excessive  breeding.  With  respect  to 
the  weather,  there  are  no  guarantees  that 
it  will  allow  better  crops  this  year  and 
next  year  than  last  year.  Holding  our 
food  reserves  now  might  well  prevent 
greater  suffering  in  the  future,  simply  by 
permitting  fewer  to  be  born. 

The  question  of  long-term  food  ship¬ 
ments  boils  down  to  economics.  A  farmer 


What’s  amusing  about  such  confusion? 


and  prodigious  talents  which  are  used 
both  within  and  outside  the  family  circle. 
These  talents  have  been  sharpened  by 
making  her  way  in  a  society  which  is  not 
geared  to  assist  her  in  developing  her 
abilities  or  recognizing  her  work  as 
valuable. 

Society  as  a  whole,  and  our  churches  as 
well,  are  hearing  questions  raised  about 
the  role  of  women,  about  the  family,  and 
about  how  a  Christian  can  respond  to 
what  some  may  consider  alarming 
changes.  However,  continuing  to  define 
mother  as  strictly  a  homebound  in¬ 
dividual,  who  has  no  interests  other  than 
our  welfare,  not  only  flies  in  the  face  of 
reality,  but  is  limiting  to  the  woman 
involved  and  to  society  in  general. 

The  church  must  not  dodge  this  issue, 
but  most  provide  the  leadership  which 
will  enable  each  individual  to  live  her 
(and  his)  life  as  the  full  expression  of  her 
Christian  faith. 

Local  churches  can  aid  in  this  cause  by 
being  careful  in  celebrating  Mother’s 
Day  to  recognize  her  as  a  total  person 
with  the  full  range  of  feelings,  hopes  and 
abilities  which  she  needs  to  use. 

Remember,  if  she  weren’t  such  a  great 
woman,  she  wouldn’t  be  such  a  great 
mother!  _  Beveriy  Boche 

Minnesota  UMR 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  Homer  Dickerson’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  contribution  (April  25) 
and  find  it  would  be  amusing  if  Mr. 
Dickerson  were  not  so  confused.  It  is 
rather  obvious  why  leaders  of  that 
congregation  do  not  understand  the  quite 
different  functions  of  the  Administrative 
Board  and  the  Council  on  Ministries;  Mr. 
Dickerson  has  not  himself  understood 
them. 

As  one  who  has  ministered  with, 
around  and  through  an  Official  Board,  so 
nostaligically  longed  for  by  Mr 
Dickerson,  and  who  is  now  privileged  to 
see,  in  his  words,  “the  work  of  the  church 
done  with  due  expediency”  through  the 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
Administrative  Board,  I  celebrate  the 
advance  our  church  has  made  ad¬ 
ministratively.  And  though  I  do  not  know 
Mr.  Dickerson,  I  must  conclude  that  he  is 
one  of  those  dear  souls  who  has  been  in 
the  “Methodist  Ministry”  for  at  least 
forty  years  and  who  has  yet  to  fully  ac¬ 
cept  the  merger  —  and  I  refer  not  to  the 
one  in  ’68  but  to  the  one  in  ’39. 

But  I’ve  no  right  to  be  so  harsh.  Mr. 
Dickerson  probably  is  younger  than  I  and 
a  fantastic  fellow  to  know.  I  only  regret 
that  he  apparently  years  ago  chose  to 
declare  “Here  I  Stand”  and  has  refused 
to  budge  while  the  world  moved  on. 

O.  Gerald  Trigg 
Greencastle,  Indiana 
Let’s  not  discard 
something  of  value 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  article  “It 
would  be  amusing  if  it  were  not  so  con¬ 
fusing”  (TM/  UMR,  April  25). 

Fortunately  in  the  church  I  serve,  the 
leadership  is  well  balanced  in  outlook  in 
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On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


A  lesson  in  theology 
from  ‘Oscar  the  grouch ’ 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

Lessons  in  theology  and  Christian 
living  can  often  be  found  in  unlikely 
places. 

I  found  one  recently  in  the  person  of 
“Oscar  the  grouch.” 

Have  you  ever  met  Oscar?  Undoubt¬ 
edly  you  have,  though  perhaps  not  by 
that  name. 

Oscar  is  a  character  on  the  public 
television  program  for  children  “Sesame 
Street.”  He  lives  in  a  trash  can  because 
he  loves  anything  dirty  or  dingy.  Oscar 
means  well,  but  he  can  always  be 
depended  upon  to  reflect  a  grouchy  and 
disagreeable  dispositon,  and  to  be 
generally  obnoxious.  When  someone  says 
“yes,”  Oscar  says  “no.”  He  is  the 
epitome  of  what  we  don’t  like  to  see  in 
ourselves  and  in  others. 

The  other  day  our  daughter  was  out  of 
sorts,  and  I  asked  her  why  she  was  acting 
that  way.  She  said,  “I’m  Oscar,  and 
Oscar’s  a  grouch!” 

I  said,  “But  why  would  anyone  want  to 
be  like  Oscar?” 

She  answered:  "Well  .  .  .  you're  like 
Oscar  sometimes.” 

Score  another  point  for  children  put¬ 
ting  parents  in  their  place. 

She  was  right,  of  course.  There  is  some 
of  Oscar  in  all  of  us.  There  are  days  when 
every  circumstance  seems  to  conspire 
against  us.  In  our  self-centered,  self- 
pitying  frustration,  our  disposition  fails 
to  reflect  that  things  are  not  nearly  so 


bad  as  they  seem.  I’ve  even  known  a  few 
professing  Christians  who  are  much  like 
Oscar  most  of  the  time.  I  wonder  what 
kind  of  influence  I,  and  they,  have  on 
persons  who  are  looking  on? 

Picture  the  person  whose  life  more 
nearly  epitomizes  the  Christian  faith 
than  any  other  you  know.  Chances  are 
that  person  usually  wears  a  smile,  freely 
gives  time  and  energy  to  the  concerns  of 
others,  endures  personal  hardship  with 
few  complaints,  and  can  usually  be 
depended  upon  to  say  a  good  word  about 
others. 

If  there  were  any  way  to  discover  and 
compute  such  data,  we  would  probably 
find  that  more  persons  become  followers 
of  Christ  because  they’ve  observed  such 
Christ-like  examples  than  because 
they’ve  heard  good  sermons.  And  more 
persons  probably  become  disillusioned 
with  Christianity  and  turn  away  from  it 
after  observing  Oscar-like  behavior 
among  “good  Christians”  than  for  any 
other  reason. 

When  the  pious  verbalizations  of  my 
faith  are  stripped  away,  what  kind  of 
Christian  witness  do  I  project  on  a  day-to- 
day  basis  to  those  around  me?  Does  the 
way  you  relate  and  respond  to  the 
feelings  of  others  serve  as  a  living 
recommendation  of  the  Christian  faith  as 
a  way  of  life?  Or  does  it  evoke  a  reaction 
like  mine  to  Oscar:  “Why  would  anyone 
want  to  be  like  that?” 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


terms  of  Administrative  and  Program 
responsibility.  To  a  degree  having  an 
Administrative  Board  and  a  Council  on 
Ministries  is  a  duplication  of  effort. 

But  not  all  churches  are  so  fortunate. 
Some  leaders  specialize  in  ad¬ 
ministrative  skills,  but  have  negligible 
abilities  in  program  planning  or  even 
understanding.  There  were  times  at 
meetings  of  Official  Boards  that  ex¬ 
cellent  programs  were  scrapped  before 
they  were  started  because  a  few  ex¬ 
clusively  administratively-oriented 
leaders  did  not  see  the  value. 

Let’s  be  careful  that  we  do  not  discard 
something  that  is  of  value  to  some. 

Lyman  B.  Ellis 
San  Diego,  California 

How  long  will  we  wait? 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  That’s  my 
response  to  Rev.  Homer  L.  Dickerson’s 
article  “It  would  be  amusing  if  it  were 
not  so  confusing.” 

I  feel  his  last  paragraph  offers  a  good 
solution,  but  how  long  will  it  take  before 
action  will  be  taken  in  this  direction? 
Probably  too  long! 

Bless  Mr.  Dickerson  for  speaking  up 
about  something  that  affects  each  of  us 
United  Methodists  locally. 

Shirley  Tudor 

oi  Rockford,  Illinois 

Right  on! 

To  the  Editor: 

All  I  can  say  is  “Right  On!”  in  regards 
to  the  “Here  I  Stand”  of  April  25. 

I  have  gone  to  both  Council  on 
Ministries  and  Administrative  Board 
meetings  for  years,  and  more  time  is 
wasted  deciding  who  is  responsible  for 
what  than  in  getting  the  job  done. 

If  I  didn’t  love  our  Lord  and  want  to 
help  spread  His  Kingdom  here  and  now, 
I’d  give  up  on  “church.  ”  But  I  do  love  the 
Lord  and  I  do  love  our  church,  and  so  like 
thousands  of  others  I’ll  gird  myself  with 
God’s  love  for  the  monthly  hassles  and 
prayerfully,  we’ll  get  some  of  the  work 
done.  But  how  much  more  could  be  ac¬ 
complished  if  there  were  just  one  board 
—  I  wonder. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  of  presenting 
Methodist  news  to  us.  It’s  great  to  read 
what’s  going  on  across  the  country  and 
right  here  in  California. 

Tiny  Kennedy 
Hollister,  California 

A  different  perspective 
on  money-making  projects 
To  the  Editor: 

While  I  agree  with  Don  Renshaw  c 
views  concerning  the  tithe  as  affirming 
“our  witness  ...  by  the  carrying  out  and 
meeting  of  our  financial  obligations” 
(“Here  I  Stand,"  TM/  UMR.  April  18),  I 
would  like  to  express  my  views  on  our 
“money  making”  projects. 

This  is  a  time  that  we  unite  for  a  cause, 
using  our  physical  bodies  in  hard  work, 
our  minds  in  creative  ideas  and  our  time 
in  fellowship.  If  we  have  a  bazaar,  there 
are  those  who  can  contribute  their 
handmade  items  when  they  have  not 
been  able  to  contribute  in  other  ways.  If 
we  have  a  dinner  or  a  talent  show,  our 
children  can  share  in  the  fun. 

There  are  times  we  can  get  together 
“for  free"  and  have  the  same  relation¬ 
ships,  but  there  is  just  something  about 
working  together  for  a  common  cause 
and  enjoying  it  that  helps  my  family 
become  more  aware  of  the  abundant  life 
in  the  Christian  Community. 

Janiece  Collier 
Hurst,  Texas 


“Only  a  penny!  Why  can’t  I  put  in  the 
nickel?” 

A  loud  hallelujah! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  shout  a  loud  hallelujah  for 
Pastor  Renshaw’s  point  of  view  as  ex¬ 
pressed  under  the  heading  “What  kind  of 
witness  do  our  money-making  projects 
make?"  (TM/  UMR,  April  18).  It  is  time 
we  took  ourselves  out  of  the  profit-picture 
and  settled  down  to  consecrated- 
sacrificial  giving. 

I  have  the  feeling  from  that  article  that 
Mr.  Renshaw  understands  what  the 
Wesleys  preached:  “I  want  a  principle 
within”  and  “drive  me  to  that  grace 
again  which  makes  the  wounded  whole.” 

Our  traditions  are  in  good  shape,  but 
our  floundering  on  the  ramparts  causes  a 
good  sense  of  fear  for  covenant.  We  need 
to  stand  upon  the  Apostles  Creed  and 
challenge  any  and  all  to  know  God  as 
omnipotent,  Jesus  Christ  as  mediator- 
redeemer  and  the  Holy  Spirit  as  with  us 
until  Jesus  comes. 

Perhaps,  just  perhaps,  we  may  become 
God’s  people  to  the  needy  in  their 
problems  (possibilities!).  Then  our 
money  will  flow:  not  as  a  debt  we  owe, 
but  as  a  seed  we  sow. 

Jack  Lancaster 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 


will  grow  the  food  and  laborers  will 
handle  and  deliver  it,  but  the  farmer  and 
laborers  must  be  paid  for  their  work  — 
they  have  to  live,  too.  We,  as  a  nation, 
can  afford  to  give  away  only  a  certain 
amount  of  our  resources.  Beyond  that 
point,  we  must  receive  payment  in  an 
acceptable  “coin,”  or  something  we 
need. 

To  further  compound  the  situation,  the 
transportation  and  distribution  systems 
for  food  in  the  countries  that  need  it  most 
are  so  poor  that  the  percentage  of  loss 
and  spoilage  and  waste  to  rodents  is 
morally  unconscienable. 

Politics  is  a  fact  of  life  in  all  human  and 
international  relationships.  We  cannot, 
from  a  practical  standpoint,  feed 
everyone.  We  must  determine  whom  we 
will  feed  and  to  what  extent.  If  we  have 
hungry  friends,  enemies  and  neutrals,  is 
it  not  moral  to  choose  to  feed  our  friends 
or  those  who  have  the  greatest  capacity 
for  self-sufficiency  first,  rather  than  our 
enemies  or  those  who  refuse  to  help 
themselves? 

For  example,  we  might  examine  our 
sales  to  Russia.  Their  stated  purpose  for 
the  food  (grain)  is  to  increase  livestock 
production  for  the  most  part.  There  can 
be  no  real  justification  for  shipping  grain 
in  the  raw  form  as  long  as  we  have 
significant  unemployment  and  as  long  as 
the  grain  is  purported  to  be  used  for 
human  consumption.  Humans  do  not  eat 
raw  grain  —  it  is  processed.  Much  em¬ 
ployment  could  be  produced  simply  by 
milling  the  grain  into  flour  or  meal  prior 
to  shipment.  If  Russia  wants  more  meat, 
we  will  be  glad  to  ship  them  all  they  want 
—  cooked,  canned,  frozen,  cured  or  on  the 
hoof.  They  should  receive  no  raw  grain 
whatsoever  —  it  is  a  prime  ingredient  of 
missile  fuel. 

Recent  figures  have  indicated  that  the 
United  States  could  feed  the  entire 
populations  of  the  32  hardest  hit  coun¬ 
tries,  simply  by  decreasing  its  own  food 
consumption  by  five  percent.  However, 
President  Gerald  Ford  and  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Earl  Butz  have  warned  that 
in  the  process  of  feeding  the  starving, 
Americans  would  face  even  more  in¬ 
flation  and  skyrocketing  prices. 

Only  were  we  to  cut  our  food  con¬ 
sumption  by  voluntary  choice  would 
there  be  a  reduction  in  domestic  demand 
and  no  change  in  the  price  structure.  On 
the  other  hand,  were  food  to  be  removed 
from  trade  channels  by  export,  and  our 
domestic  demand  remained  the  same, 
food  prices  would  rise  even  more  than  by 
the  percentage  of  reduction  in  our  sup- 
ply. 

Accustomed  to  a  policy  of  very  cheap 
food,  Americans  have  greatly  resisted 
the  present  price  structure.  They  will  not 
reduce  food  consumption  voluntarily,  no 
matter  how  medically  or  morally 
desirable. 

“God  helps  those  who  help  them¬ 
selves,”  Algernon  Sidney  once  declared. 
Emergency  aid  is  one  thing;  donations  of 
food  and  money  on  a  continuing  basis  are 
something  else.  Persons  must  select 
their  own  standards  of  nutrition,  and  then 
decide  how  these  best  can  be  achieved. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mr.  E.  P. 
Harvey,  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  UMC 
in  El  Paso,  Texas,  New  Mexico  Annual 
Conference. 


CORRECTION 

(Educational 
©pportunitieo,  3nc. 

Biggest  Travel  Bargain 
of  the  Decade 

16-Day  Tour  of  England 
Only  $888 

In  addition  to  dates  and 
departure  points  listed  in  April  26 
ad,  a  tour  will  leave  San  Francisco 
on  August  18. 

Prices  include  jet  flight,  ac¬ 
commodations,  food  and  sight¬ 
seeing  and  a  professional  tour 
escort. 

For  further  Information  and  descriptive 
brochure,  write:  Educational  Opportunities, 
Inc,  P.O.  Box  23446,  Oakland  Park,  Florida 
33307. 


forth  Best  of  your  Ufa... 

ENJOY  LIVING  AT  BEAUTIFUL 

Estero  Woods  Village 

A  REFRESHING  NEW  CONCEPT  FOR  YOUR 
RETIREMENT  IN  A  CHRIST  CENTERED  COMMUNITY 
FOR  AN  AFFORDABLE  HEALTHFUL 
LIFE  OF  RETIREMENT 

As  a  program  of  the  Michigan  Baptist  Foundation, 
Estero  Woods  Village  will  provide  affordable  retire¬ 
ment  (from  little  more  than  $179  per  month  for  two 
persons)  with  countless  features  and  fringe  bene¬ 
fits  .  .  .  including  scenic  golf  course,  nursing  and 
medical  care  advantages.  It's  a  brand  new  retire¬ 
ment  community  emerging  about  13 
miles  south  of  the  Fort  Myers  airport 
on  US  41  in  sunny  Florida. 

Write  for  FFtEE  “Packet  ot  Facts" 


Estero  Woods  Village 


P.O.  Box  311,  Estero,  Florida  33928  •  Tel.  (813)  992-1141 

A  Ministry  of  Michigan  Baptist  Foundation  wholly  owned  by  American  Baptist  Churches  of  Michl<ji« 
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BGM  acts  on  hunger,  Indochina 

$1,725  million  to  fight  food  shortages  around  the  world 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  A  1.725  million 
dollar  attack  on  world  hunger  and  a  five- 
point  statement  directed  toward 
“healing  the  wounds”  inflicted  by  30 
years  of  war  in  Indochina  held  the 
spotlight  as  United  Methodism’s  largest 
program  agency,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (BGM),  met  here  April 
29  through  May  3. 

The  anti-hunger  program,  which  has 
been  a  year  in  the  making,  calls  for  a 
wide  range  of  action  both  in  the  United 
States  and  overseas  to  meet  immediate 


food  needs  and  also  to  combat  “root 
causes”  of  hunger  such  as  inadequate 
agricultural  and  distribution  systems. 
The  statements  on  Indochina  deal  with  a 
wide  variety  of  war-related  issues  from  a 
statement  on  “child  care  concerns”  to  a 
call  for  “a  broad  and  general  amnesty” 
for  “all  who  are  in  legal  or  other 
jeopardy  because  of  the  war  in  Southeast 
Asia.” 

World  hunger  issue 

A  10-page  program  outline  of  initial 
steps  for  dealing  with  world  hunger 
passed  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  entire 
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degree  with  which  various  board  cmircr . i„  ,hu 

members  have  been  involved  during  the  reiugees 


Moratorium:  An  issue, 
instead  of  an  action 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
ATLANTIC  CITY  —  For  many  United 
Methodists  the  word  "moratorium”  in 
foreign  missions  brings  forth  emotional 
images  of  overseas  churches  telling 
Americans:  “We  don’t  want  your  help 
anymore.”  It  has  grown  to  be  a  negative 
symbol  of  separatism,  and  to  some  even 
“rejection  by  those  persons  we  have 
helped  overseas.” 

A  United  Methodist  missions 
executive,  however,  says  in  a  report  to 
the  denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  meeting  here  April  29  -  May  3 
that  “moratorium”  is  not  only  a  positive 
concept,  but  is  no  more  “separatism” 
than  was  the  “sojourn  of  Jesus  in  the 
wilderness.” 

Dr.  Isaac  H.  Bivens,  associate  general 
secretary  for  African  affairs  in  the 
board’s  World  Division,  says 
“moratorium”  has  been  misinterpreted 
by  the  American  church .  to  mean  an 
action  which  is  being  taken  rather  than 
an  issue  that  is  being  presented. 
“Moratorium  is  something  to  rejoice 
about,”  Dr.  Bivens  said.  “It  speaks 
positively  to  the  maturation  process  of 
Christianity  in  Africa.” 

Moratorium  first  became  an  issue  in 
1971  when  church  officials  in  Kuala 
Lumpur  presented  a  proposal  that  the 
issue  of  foreign  funds  and  personnel  in 
Christian  mission  be  examined.  The  most 
recent  presentation  of  the  issue  came 
from  the  All  Africa  Conference  of 
Churches  last  July. 

Dr.  Bivens  said  the  reaction  of  many 
Americans  to  moratorium  comes  from 
the  belief  that  moratorium  is  something 
that  is  being  done  to  or  about  American 
presence  in  Africa  rather  than  something 
that  is  being  discussed  as  an  issue  among 
African  churches. 

“The  whole  issue  deals  with  the 
question  of  what  our  mutual  basis  of 
mission,  both  as  sending  and  receiving 
churches,  will  be  when  money  is  no 
longer  at  the  center  of  what  we  are  all 
about,”  Dr.  Bivens  said.  He  said  the  role 
of  the  American  church  in  moratorium  at 
this  point  is  to  struggle  with  the  question 
of  “What  does  it  mean  to  be  in  mission?” 

The  American  church  has  never  had  to 
answer  that  question,  according  to  Dr. 
Bivens,  because  the  question  has  always 
been  dealing  strictly  with  money  and 
personnel.  Now,  he  says,  we  are  being 
called  upon  to  find  the  answer  for  our¬ 
selves  just  as  Africans  are  being  called 
upon  to  find  an  answer  for  themselves. 

Dr.  Bivens  says  the  goal  of 
moratorium,  as  he  understands  it,  is  not 
to  end  relationships  with  the  American 
church  but  to  improve  communication 
and  relationships  between  sending  and 
receiving  churches. 

“By  raising  the  question  of 
moratorium,”  Dr.  Bivens  said,  “the 
churches  are  saying  to  us  and  to  them¬ 


selves  that  there  is  no  survival  of  the 
church  without  dignity.” 

Moratorium  for  many  Americans,  he 
says  will  require  some  rethinking  about 
our  relationships  with  Africans  and  a 
rethinking  of  our  methods  of  giving. 

Dr.  Bivens  says  moratorium  is  “a 
significant  time  to  hear  and  listen.  We 
are  not  being  abused  by  people  filled  with 
resentment  and  ingratitude.  We  are 
being  challenged  to  an  ultimate  equality 
of  persons,  based  on  our  common  faith 
and  humanity,  and  not  on  what  we  give  or 
where  we  serve.” 

Strategizing 
may  hurt 
real  issues 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  (UMC)  — 
Priority-setting  and  strategizing  may 
only  be  a  “rationale  to  avoid  the  real 
struggle  and  real  issues  in  national 
mission,”  says  a  national  mission 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

“Is  it  not  interesting  (and  is  it  a 
coincidence)  that  at  the  time  when  the 
priorities  turn  to  minority  em¬ 
powerment,  self-development  and 
mission  strategy  development  that  there 
is  a  budget  crunch,”  Dr.  Norman  W. 
Klump  asked  in  an  address  to  the  board’s 
National  Division  meeting  here  April  29. 
“And  the  National  Division  is  advised  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  that  it 
should  make  direct  services  to  human 
need  its  last  priority.” 

Dr.  Klump,  assistant  general  secretary 
of  the  division’s  agency  and  community 
concerns  section,  challenged  such 
priority  counsel  and  called  on  the 
National  Division  to  take  the  leadership 
in  mission. 

“At  this  moment,  I  cannot  find  a 
common,  all-consuming  purpose  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  In  a  time  of  the 
decay  within  the  political  community, 
the  erosion  of  the  family,  the 
dissolutionment  of  the  great  American 
dream,  the  emergence  of  the  hopes, 
expectations  and  power  of  the  minorities, 
it  is  up  to  the  National  Division  to  take 
the  leadership.  It  will  come  from 
nowhere  else,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Klump  urged  the  church  to  over¬ 
come  internal  squabbling.  “Let  us  as  a 
division  gather  ourselves  together  — 
Blacks,  Indians,  Asians,  Whites, 
Hispanics  —  all  of  us.  I  do  not  ask  that  we 
put  aside  the  issues  but  rather  let  us  call 
upon  the  whole  United  Methodist  Church 
to  honestly  and  objectively  face  the 
conflicts,  the  discrimination,  the  in¬ 
justices,  the  hard  hurting  issues.” 


past  year  with  the  issue  at  hand. 

Basic  provisions  of  the  program  in¬ 
cluded  the  following: 

•  A  one  million  dollar  fund  will 
provide  immediate  aid  .for  “em«-gency” 
and  “perennial”  hunger  problems.  The 
“emergency”  part  of  the  aid  will  offer 
$750,000  for  urgent  shipment  of  food, 
fertilizer  and  other  needed  materials, 
focusing  on  nations  and  groups  of  persons 
whose  needs  are  not  being  met  by  other 
aid  agencies. 

The  “perennial”  part  of  the  aid  will 
provide  $250,000  for  development 
programs  going  to  the  root  causes  of 
hunger.  “Development”  will  include 
efforts  to  improve  food  production  and 
distribution  techniques  around  the  world 
through  training  of  persons  involved  in 
agriculture.  The  aid  also  will  go  for 
research  in  the  field  of  agriculture. 

•  A  $250,000  fund  will  be  used  to  ad¬ 
minister  support  for  “action  programs  in 
the  United  States  which  are  working 
toward  the  changing  of  the  system  of 
unjust  production  and  distribution  of 
goods  and  services  in  the  world.” 

This  part  of  the  program  will  lend 
support  to  “groups  and  others  seeking 
economic  and  social  justice”  and  will  be 
used  to  educate  Americans  to  causes  of 
world  hunger  which  can  be  found  in  this 
country.  Part  of  this  money  will  go  for 
research  and  development  and  for 
support  of  America’s  poor  and  their 
causes. 

•  A  second  $250,000  fund  will  be  used 
to  develop  public  policy  programs  in 
local  churches  and  annual  conferences  as 
well  as  raise  the  consciousness  and  in¬ 
formation  levels  of  United  Methodists  in 
general  to  the  problems  and  causes  of 
world  hunger. 

•  An  additional  $225,000  was  approved 
to  be  assigned  from  unallocated  World 
Service  funds  for  an  additional  hunger 
program  —  half  to  be  used  in  this  country 
and  half  overseas. 

Funding  for  the  over-all  program  will 
come  from  UMCOR  ($1  million)  and 
from  a  request  that  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
allot  $500,000. 

Indochina  healing 

In  contrast  to  the  hunger  proposal,  the 
statement  on  Indochina  came  in  for  a 
sizeable  amount  of  debate  and  sub¬ 
stantial  editing  before  it  finally  was 
adopted  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  board. 

Its  provisions,  as  approved,  are  as 
follows : 

•  Child  Care:  This  statement  deals 
with  Vietnamese  “orphans”  and  the  need 
to  protect  their  rights  as  human  beings. 
It  affirms  the  right  of  every  child  to 
remain  in  or  return  to  his  country  of 
origin,  whenever  possible,  and  commits 
the  board  to  assistance  for  any  of  the 
children  wishing  to  return  to  Vietnam  or 
Cambodia.  It  also  asks  that 
congressional  action  be  made  to  prevent 
the  “sealing  of  the  identities”  of 
Indochinese  children  who  have  come  to 
the  United  States  in  the  past  month 
(whether  they  have  been  adopted  or  not) 
until  the  whole  situation  can  be  in¬ 
vestigated  to  determine  the  status  of  all 
children. 

•  Government  Action :  This  statement 
calls  for  the  United  States  government  to 
take  the  governments  of  the  Democratic 
Republic  of  Vietnam  and  the  Provisional 
Revolutionary  Government  (Viet  Cong) 
off  the  listing  of  countries  under  the 


wishing  to  resettle  in  this 
country,  for  assistance  by  the  U.S. 
government  in  helping  those  refugees 
who  might  want  to  return  to  Indochina  to 
do  so  and  for  the  federal  government  to 
be  “pressed”  by  the  church  to  aid 
refugees  as  a  part  of  the  nations  ac¬ 
countability  to  its  role  in  the  Vietnam 
War.  „  , 

The  statement  goes  on  to  call  for 
refugees  to  be  given  the  opportunity  to 
settle  first  in  countries  which  more 
closely  resemble  the  cultural  and  cli¬ 
matic  conditions  from  which  they  have 
come  when  possible. 

•  Amnesty:  This  statement  reads: 
“We  believe  in  order  to  obtain  genuine 
reconciliation  within  our  country,  a 
oroad  and  general  amnesty  is  required, 
without  qualifications  or  conditions,  for 
all  who  are  in  legal  or  other  jeopardy 
because  of  the  war  in  Southeast  Asia  and 
this  we  affirm  and  pledge  our  support.” 

•  Reconstruction:  The  board  pledged 
continued  support  for  the  Fund  for 
Reconstruction  and  Reconciliation  in 
Indochina,  a  fund  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 


Weary  feel  walk  for  world  hunger 


BOSTON  —  What  will  United  Methodists  do  for  world  hunger?  They’ll  walk  20 
miles!  The  Hunger  Walkathon.  sponsored  by  the  Southern  New  England  Conference 
Commission  on  Youth  Ministries,  drew  1100  young  people  and  adults  April  26  to  raise 
money  for  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll, 
Boston  area,  the  oldest  walker  of  the  day,  marched  one-half  the  distance  and  sits 
among  some  youth  resting  his  weary  feet  in  the  above  picture.  Over  $45,000  was 
pledged  from  the  walkathon  which  ended  at  Boston  University’s  Marsh  Chapel  with 
a  communion  service.  photo  by  marry  hallman 


Walk  out  of  meeting 

Native  Americans  protest  firing 


Global  Ministries  news  briefs 


Soviet  Jews  supported  by 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  A  support 
statement  for  Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union 
was  adopted  here  May  2  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
The  statement,  which  calls  for  an  end  to 
visa  restrictions  on  Jews  wishing  to  leave 
Russia  and  for  “freeing  or  radical 
reduction  of  sentences”  for  Jews  being 
held  in  Soviet  prisions  for  practicing 
their  religion,  passed  by  a  split  vote. 

An  earlier  motion  to  postpone  action  on 
this  issue  was  narrowly  defeated  by  a  43- 
41  margin.  The  adopted  statement  is  the 
first  ever  by  a  United  Methodist  agency 
on  the  issue  of  Soviet  Jewry. 

Mission  board  opposes  funds 
for  Wesley  Chapel 
ATLANTIC  CITY  —  Members  ot  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  oi  the  United 
Methodist  Church  have  unanimously 
rejected  a  resolution  which  supported  the 
restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel,  the 
church  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of 
Methodism,  served  in  London. 

The  board  rejected  the  resolution  after 
a  board  member  questioned  whether  or 
not  “in  a  time  of  such  pressing  priorities 
for  our  money  elsewhere  we  should  spend 
our  funds  in  such  a  matter.”  The  BGM 
vote  did  not  end  UMC  support  of  the 
project,  however,  since  it  was  not  being 
asked  to  approve,  but  rather  to  support 
the  project.  UMC  support  of  the  project 
has  been  estimated  on  a  “fair  share” 
basio  to  be  about  $800,000 
Development  fund  stronger 
ATLANTIC  CITY,  (UMC)  -  The 
current  decline  in  commercial  interest 
rates  appears  to  have  had  a  beneficial 
effect  on  investments  in  the  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund,  it  was 
reported  at  the  spring  meeting  of  the 
church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


The  fund,  which  is  related  to  the 
board’s  National  Division,  loans  money 
to  United  Methodist  churches  for 
building  purposes. 

The  trend  toward  some  withdrawals 
from  the  fund  because  of  previously  high 
interest  rates  in  the  commercial  market 
appears  to  have  been  reversed.  Dr.  H. 
Paul  Smith,  fund  executive  secretary 
reported.  “During  the  first  quarter  of  the 
current  year,  income  exceeded  with¬ 
drawals  by  $152,000,  and  total  receipts 
during  April  are  more  than  $730,000,”  he 
said. 

National  Health  Insurance 
program  affirmed 

ATLANTIC  CITY  (UMC)  -  A  national 
health  insurance  program  which  would 
provide  universal,  comprehensive 
coverage,  paid  for  by  a  combination  of 
private  and  federal  contributions  ad¬ 
ministered  at  the  state  level,  and  carried 
by  private  insurance  companies  has  been 
affirmed  by  the  health  and  welfare 
agency  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  action  during  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  spring  meeting  here  April  27  - 
May  3,  the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Division  approved  a  list  of  13  goals  for  an 
“acceptable”  national  health  insurance 
program,  but  deliberately  avoided  any 
explicit  criticism  or  support  for 
legislation  currently  before  Congress. 

However,  the  Rev.  Donald  C. 
Kraushaar,  assistant  general  secretary 
of  the  agency  and  member  of  the  division 
task  force  which  drafted  the  goals,  said 
none  of  the  plans  under  Congressional 
consideration  would  meet  all  the  prin¬ 
ciples  articulated  by  the  document. 

U.S.  ‘Africa  policy’  criticized 

ATLANTIC  CITY  (UMC)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  reaffirmed  its  support  of 
the  black  majority  in  Rhodesia,  and  the 


board’s  World  Division  has  criticized 
U.S.  foreign  policy  in  Africa. 

The  Rhodesia  statement,  voted  and 
sent  to  the  board  by  World  Division, 
continues  the  mission  agency’s  long¬ 
standing  support  for  the  efforts  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  and 
the  African  National  Council  which  he 
heads. 

“The  principal  of  one  person,  one  vote 
is  just,”  the  resolution  stated. 

The  second  statement  strongly 
criticized  Secretary  of  State  Henry 
Kissinger’s  appointment  of  Nathaniel 
Davis,  former  U.S.  ambassador  to  Chile 
as  Undersecretary  of  State  for  Africa. 

Mr.  Davis’  appointment  has  caused 
considerable  consternation  in  many 
quarters  in  the  U.S.  and  Africa  because 
he  was  ambassador  to  Chile  during  the 
overthrow  of  the  Allende  government. 
The  World  Division’s  statement  said  Mr. 
Davis’  appointment  has  brought  “ad¬ 
ditional  criticism,  suspicion  and  dismay” 
among  African  leaders  and  Africanists  in 
the  United  States  about  “our  negative 
foreign  policy”  in  relationship  to  Africa. 

UMCOR  approves  aid  programs 
ATLANTIC  CITY  (UMC)  —  More  than 
$1,200,000  in  emergency  assistance  in¬ 
cluding  $200,000  for  use  in  Vietnam,  was 
approved  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  here 
April  30. 

About  one-half  the  total  sum  is  for 
programs  designed  to  alleviate  hunger  in 
various  parts  of  the  world,  either  on  a 
short-term  or  long-term  basis,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  $1,200,000  in  special  grants, 
another  $215,000  for  ongoing  projects  was 
approved.  The  major  part  of  both 
allocations  will  be  spent  through 
ecumenical  channels.  The  expenditures 
voted  here  bring  to  more  than  $4,000,000 
the  amount  allocated  in  the  past  six 
months  by  the  church’s  relief  arm. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
ATLANTIC  CITY  —  Charging  they 
have  been  “betrayed”  and  “deceived” 
by  “those  in  power”  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  delegation  of 
American  Indians  staged  a  symbolic 
walkout  from  a  meeting  of  the 
denomination’s  national  missions  agency 
here  May  1,  protesting  the  dismissal  of  a 
Native  American  from  an  executive 
position  on  the  agency's  staff. 

Prior  to  the  walkout,  the  Indians 
presented  a  list  of  four  demands  which 
called  for  more  Indian  voice  in  matters 
related  to  Indians  in  the  church,  rein¬ 
statement  of  the  dismissed  Indian 
staffperson,  investigation  of  the  per¬ 
sonnel  committee  which  set  the 
dismissal,  and  review  by  the  church  of 
records  on  file  which  they  claim  point  out 
agreements  made  with  Indians  by  the 
National  Division  and  then  broken. 

“What  you  have  done  has  been  to  us, 
not  with  us,”  the  Rev.  Thomas  Rough- 
face,  president  of  the  National  American 
Indian  Committee  (NAIC)  told  National 
Division  members  just  prior  to  the 
walkout.  “We  leave  today  with  a  deep 
and  uncomfortable  feeling  that  a  part  of 
our  dream  has  died.”  (NAIC  is  an 
unofficial  caucus  of  Native  American 
United  Methodists.) 

Mr.  Roughface  referred  to  the 
dismissal  by  the  division’s  personnel 
committee  of  the  Rev.  Homer  Noley,  a 
Native  American  who  had  served  as  field 
representative  for  American  Indian 
Ministries  since  1971.  A  decision  to 
remove  Mr.  Noley  was  made  by  the 
committee  last  October,  but  he  was  in¬ 
formed  of  his  termination  April  15. 

At  a  press  conference  following  a 
meeting  of  the  personnel  committee  with 
NAIC  members  April  29,  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell,  chairman  of  the  committee,  and 
president  of  the  National  Division,  said 
Mr.  Noley  was  terminated  “because  he 
was  found  to  not  be  suitable  for  the  job.” 
Bishop  Tuell  and  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
National  Division  and  Mr.  Noley’s  im¬ 
mediate  superior,  each  said  the  lack  of 
“suitability”  had  to  do  with  Mr.  Noley’s 
inability  to  carry  out  “administrative 
functions”  of  his  job.  Both  praised  his 
“field  work”  with  other  Indians,  but 
stressed  a  certain  amount  of  ad¬ 
ministrative  work  that  had  not  been 
carried  out. 

Bishop  Tuell  denied  charges  made  by 
the  Indians  that  the  dismissal  had  been 
made  for  “political  reasons,”  saying 
“the  last  person  in  the  world  we  would 
dismiss  if  dismissals  were  political  would 
be  Homer  Noley.” 

Theologian  sides 
with  parents  in 
textbook  dispute 

CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  (RNS)  — 
Participants  in  an  academic  forum  here 
on  the  West  Virginia  textbook  con¬ 
troversy,  a  discussion  that  included 
theologian  Harvey  Cox,  expressed 
support  for  what  they  believe  to  be  the 
goals  of  the  anti-text  protesters. 

“One  of  the  major  problems  in  this 
country  is  that  people  don’t  give  a  damn 
what  is  being  taught  to  their  children,” 
Dr.  Cox  said.  “If  I  were  to  discover  my 
children  were  being  taught  things  I 
thought  went  completely  against  my 
beliefs  or  family  beliefs,  I  would  com¬ 
plain,  too.” 

The  Harvard  Divinity  School  professor 
challenged  the  contention  that  Kanawha 
County  residents  fear  threats  to  their 
ideas.  Rather,  he  asserted,  they  fear  that 
their  community,  integrity  and  power 
are  being  threatened. 

Earlier,  in  an  interview  at  Kanawha 
Airport,  the  theologian  commented  that 
he  felt  the  religious  aspect  of  the  textbook 
controversy  had  been  “over  played"  by 
the  news  media 

“AH  education,  in  a  way,  is  religious,” 
he  said.  “It  has  to  do  with  values  and  a 
way  of  life  and  I’m  sure  leaders  in  the 
controversy  would  define  it  that  way.” 


The  Native  Americans  stated  that  in 
meetings  with  the  personnel  committee 
(which  were  closed  to  the  press  as  a 
matter  of  board  policy)  they  presented 
the  following  charges  against  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  its  parent  agency,  the 
National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries: 

1.  That  Homer  Noley  was  dismissed 
without  consultation  with  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  that  no  more  than  “paternalis¬ 
tic”  concern  was  shown  for  the  Indian 
people. 

2.  That  the  procedure  of  not  notifying 
Mr.  Noley  of  his  termination  until  nearly 
six  months  after  the  committee  action, 
and  at  a  time  when  appointments  had 
already  been  made  in  Mr.  Noley’s  home 
conference,  was  both  unfair  and  “un- 
Christian.” 

3.  That  proper  written  warning  had  not 
been  given  to  Mr.  Noley  that  his  work 
was  unsatisfactory  to  the  point  of  en¬ 
dangering  his  job  prior  to  dismissal 

The  committee,  after  listening  to  the 
charges,  refused  to  change  their  original 
action. 

Dr.  Nugent  said  the  committment  of 
the  National  Division  is  to  have  a  Native 
American  in  the  staff  position  Mr.  Noley 
held,  but  that  the  position  is  more  than 
just  one  of  being  an  advocate  for  Indian 
causes.  “Regardless  of  ethnic  status,  we 
must  have  persons  in  all  of  our  positions 
who  not  only  speak  to  their  own  ethnic 
concerns,  but  who  can  work  as  a  part  of  a 
team.  Representing  Native  Americans, 
for  instance,  involves  much  more  than  a 
staff  person  dealing  in  the  field  with  his 
people.  He  has  administrative  respon¬ 
sibilities  which  have  just  as  much  effect 
on  the  relationships  of  Native  Americans 
with  the  church.” 

Dr.  Nugent  said  he  stands  by  the 

Correction  j 

An  error  was  made  in  last  week’s  story 
on  the  proposed  percentage  raise  in  the 
World  Service  budget  for  the  1976-80 
quadrennium  as  recommended  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  The  correct  raise  is  6.3 
per  cent,  not  four  per  cent  as  reported. 
The  proposed  annual  budget  is 
$24,980,000;  the  current  annual  total  is 
$23,500,000. 

TM/  UMR  regrets  the  error. 


decision  of  the  personnel  committee  as 
well  as  his  own  administrative  decision 
to  wait  until  April  15  to  inform  Mr.  Noley 
of  his  termination.  “I  acted  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  over  all  division,”  Dr. 
Nugent  said.  “I  stand  by  my  decision  as 
best  under  the  circumstances.” 

After  the  personnel  committee 
rejected  their  demands,  NAIC  members 
requested  to  be  heard  during  a  plenary 
meeting  of  the  entire  division  and  were 
allowed  to  speak.  It  was  at  that  time  that 
they  presented  their  four  demands  and 
staged  the  walkout.  No  questions  were 
raised  by  division  members  and,  later  in 
the  session  when  a  report  of  the  per¬ 
sonnel  committee  was  made,  the  report 
was  accepted  without  discussion. 

On  May  2,  however,  during  a  session  of 
the  entire  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Bishop  Tuell  presented  a  resolution  to  put 
the  entire  board  on  record  as  "affirming 
the  principle  of  voting  membership  in 
jurisdictional  and  general  conferences 
for  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference.”  Indian  Conference 
members  presently  have  no  represen¬ 
tation  because  of  their  status  as  a 
“missionary  conference.”  The  motion 
passed  unanimously. 

The  question  which  remained  after  the 
meetings  between  staff  persons  and  the 
Indians  ended  was:  “What  now?” 

“We  don’t  know,”  said  Mr.  Roughface. 
“We  are  returning  home  deeply  hurt  and 
disillusioned.  I  thought  the  United 
Methodist  Church  had  moved  beyond  all 
of  this.  We  are  now  back  to  where  we 
were  three  years  ago.  I  don’t  know  what 
to  say  except  we  have  been  betrayed 
again.” 

“As  far  as  we  are  concerned  the  matter 
is  one  of  administration  and  does  not  take 
away  from  our  committment  to  racial 
equality,”  Bishop  Tuell  said.  “The  ad¬ 
ministrative  matter  is  now  closed  and  we 
stand  by  our  decision.  I  only  hope  the 
Native  American  people  can  understand 
our  position  and  accept  that  what  we 
have  done,  we  feel  we  have  done  out  of 
love  for  them.” 
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Search  is  on  for  family  life  models 

‘You  minister ,  well  help,’  General  Committee  tells  churches 


Jesus  welcomed  children 

“Some  people  brought  children  to  Jesus  for  him  to  touch  them.  But  his  followers 
scolded  the  people.  When  Jesus  noticed  it,  he  was  angry.  He  said  to  his  followers. 
Let  the  children  come  to  me!  Do  not  stop  them,  because  God’s  Kingdom  belongs  to 
people  who  are  just  like  children. 

“Listen  to  me!  Whoever  does  not  receive  God's  Kingdom  like  a  child  will  never 
enter  it.’ 

“Then  Jesus  took  the  children  in  his  arms.  He  placed  his  hands  on  each  of  them 
and  blessed  them.” 

This  photograph  and  quotation  from  Mark  10:13-16  is  from  a  new  “Special 
Education"  series  of  Scripture  selections  produced  by  the  American  Bible  Society  in 
New  York.  The  series  is  designed  for  ease  of  understanding  by  people  with  learning 
difficulties  and  for  others  with  limited  reading  skill. 

PHOTO  AND  SCRIPTURE  TEXT  COPYRIGHT  1974 
BY  THE  AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY 

‘Cool  heads 9  warm 
hearts 5  mark  meeting 


By  SHARONMIELKE 

GREEN  LAKE,  Wis.  —  More  than  600 
“cool  heads  and  warm  hearts”  met  to 
participate  in  “Experiencing  the  Holy 
Spirit”  —  in  the  We§leyan  tradition. 

The  occasion  was  a  three-day  con¬ 
ference  here  sponsored  by  the  Task 
Force  on  Evangelism  of  the  Wisconsin 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship.  Con¬ 
sultants  were  members  of  the  evange¬ 
lism  section  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  Nashville,  Tn. 

Underlying  the  lectures  and  discussion 
was  a  concern  for  the  confusion  and 
division  in  the  church  over  the 
charismata  or  gifts  of  the  Spirit. 

"The  conversion  experience  changes 
the  ‘process’  of  life  from  one  step  for¬ 
ward  and  two  steps  backward  to  three 
steps  forward  and  one  step  backward,” 
said  Dr.  Robert  Tuttle,  lecturer  on 
Christian  tradition  and  experience  with 
reference  to  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
He  is  Minister  of  Evangelism  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo. 

“Just  because  you’ve  turned  around 
doesn’t  make  you  any  better  than 
someone  else.  To  isolate  that  one  ex¬ 
perience  as  ‘the’  meaning  of  the  Gospel 
is  to  again  fall  out  of  the 
fellowship.”  Dr.  Tuttle,  a  thoroughly 
charismatic  scholar,  warned  against 
substituting  experience  for  doctrine. 
“John  Wesley’s  whole  system  was  built 
on  the  Holy  Spirit  and  United  Methodists 
should  not  deny  their  good  Wesleyan 
heritage  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.” 

“When  you  become  charismatic  don’t 
drop  your  doctrinal  heritage  because  the 
charismatic  movement  doesn’t  have  any 
theology.  To  allow  experience  to  replace 
doctrine  is  to  allow  the  music  to  replace 
the  beat.” 

“Charismatic  gifts”  is  a  phrase 
properly  used  to  describe  all  the  en¬ 
dowments  with  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
enriches  the  church  but  in  popular  usage 
has  come  to  refer  to  those  regarded  as 
special  —  such  as  tongues,  healings, 
discernment,  and  exorcism. 

“The  Charismatic  movement”  refers 
to  the  manifestation  of  the  gifts  within 
mainline  churches,  both  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic.  Also  called  “neo- 


pentecostalism,”  Dr.  Tuttle  said  the 
charismatic  movement  differs  from 
classic  pentecostalism  in  not  insisting  on 
the  gift  of  tongues  or  the  doctrine  of  first 
evidence. 

The  Rev.  Ross  Whetstone,  assistant 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  said  the  board  is  spon¬ 
soring  conferences  such  as  these  in 
cooperation  with  districts  and  annual 
conferences  to  help  United  Methodists 
come  to  terms  with  the  charismatic 
movement  and  to  help  experience- 
oriented  churchmen  understand  the 
more  rational-oriented  part  of  the 
denomination. 

Mr.  Whetstone  said  we  are  in  the  midst 
of  a  cultural  shift  —  a  shift  from  the 
rational  to  the  sensate  —  brought  on  by 
the  electronic  age  and  an  increasingly 
depersonalized  world.  “People  are 
searching  for  significant  personal  ex¬ 
periences.” 

He  said  this  offers  great  opportunity 
and  great  danger  to  the  church.  The 
danger  lies  in  the  development  of  a  cult  of 
“goose-bump  strokers”  who  get  latched 
onto  a  spiritual  high  and  never  get  out 
into  the  life  of  the  world.  Another  danger 
lies  in  the  misunderstanding,  confusion, 
and  divisiveness  that  can  develop  be¬ 
tween  groups. 

Rev.  Jack  M.  Chisholm  told  par¬ 
ticipants  the  "church  has  abdicated 
responsibility  for  the  healing  ministry 
explicitly  given  to  it  by  Jesus.”  Con¬ 
sequently,  spectacular  ministries  have 
risen  up.  Mr.  Chisholm,  senior  minister 
of  Covenant  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  Sharon,  Pa.,  is  widely  involved 
in  the  healing  ministry.  He  said  there 
may  be  a  need  for  public  miracle 
ministries,  but  “by  and  large  it  should  be 
the  work  of  local  congregations.” 

A  one  and  a  half  hour  healing  service 
was  held  Friday  evening,  led  by  Mr. 
Whetstone.  The  low-key  service  included 
scripture,  a  witness,  singing,  and  prayer. 

It  was  a  new  experience  for  many,  and 
one  Wisconsin  district  superintendent 
said  ‘  ‘I  never  would  have  believed  a  year 
ago  that  I’d  see  600  United  Methodists 
gathered  for  a  healing  service.” 

Mrs.  Mielke  is  director  of  United  Meth- 
odish  Communications  for  the  Wisconsin 
Area. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

This  is  National  Family  Week.  Does 
anybody  care? 

Beyond  a  perfunctory  sermon  on 
Mother’s  Day,  which  completes  the 
week,  are  United  Methodist  churches 
paying  any  more  than  lip  service  to  a 
growing  need  for  ministry  to  families? 

Some  are.  says  the  denomination’s 
General  Committee  on  Family  Life.  And 
more  would,  it  maintains,  if  they  had 
some  exciting  models  to  follow. 

Encouraging  local  churches  to  create 
some  models  —  and  making  sure  other 
churches  hear  about  them  —  are  now  top 
priorities  with  the  committee,  says 
chairperson  Dr.  Noe  Gonzales  of  El  Paso. 
(See  TM/UMR  page  two  of  this  issue.) 

Family  ministry  is  one  area  where 
local  churches  need  to  think  small,  Dr. 
Gonzales  believes.  The  families  in  each 
church  have  special  needs.  “We  don’t 
want  to  sit  here  and  turn  out  big 
programs  for  all  churches  to  follow,”  he 
said.  “Our  job  is  to  help  each  of  them  do 
better  whatever  it  needs  to  do.  But  by 
all  means  to  encourage  them  all  to  do 
something.” 

To  foster  church  family  life  —  a 
ministry  which  has  often  consisted  of 
little  more  than  an  occasional  potluck 
supper  or  church  picnic  —  the  committee 
is: 

•  making  some  seed  money  available 
to  districts  and  local  churches  for 

programs  in  family  ministry; 

•  offering  guidelines  for  churches 
wanting  to  evaluate  their  needs  and 
programs; 

•  circulating  a  proposed  “Resolution 
on  Family  Life”  which  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  1972  referred  to  local  churches 
for  study  and  input,  and  an  accompany¬ 
ing  study  guide; 

•  bringing  together  seminary  profes¬ 
sors  to:  (1)  shed  some  theological  light 
on  ministry  to  families;  and  (2)  make 
professors  aware  of  the  need  to  train 
tomorrow’s  ministers  for  ministry  to 
families. 

There  are  many  ways  for  families  to 
come  together  through  the  church  be¬ 
sides  in  fellowship,  Dr.  Gonzales  told 
TM/UMR.  “They  can  work  together  in 
all  the  work  areas  —  in  mission,  in  the 
social  concerns  of  the  day,  in  evangelism 
and  education.” 

They  can  also  cut  across  ethnic  and 
age-level  barriers,  he  believes.  “Our 
church  family  is  diverse  —  young,  old, 
black,  white,  brown.  Good  family  life 
programs  can  reflect  that.” 

Ms.  Lina  McCord,  the  committee’s 
executive  secretary  in  Nashville,  hopes 
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churches  will  try  new  kinds  of  family 
ministry  “and  then  tell  us  about  it  and  let 
us  share  that  information  with  the  total 
church.  I  know  there  are  exciting  things 
going  on  that  we  don’t  know  about.” 

Here  are  some  examples  of  family 
ministries  across  the  church  — 

Study-play  retreat 
boosts  family  life 

“Shifting  Gears  —  Families  Changing 
for  Tomorrow”  was  the  theme  of  a  recent 
one-day  retreat  for  families  at  Gordon 
Memorial  UMC  in  Nashville. 

Rotating  study  sessions  and  plenty  of 
recreation  at  a  nearby  church  camp  gave 
a  real  boost  to  a  growing  family-centered 
ministry  at  his  church,  the  Rev.  Dogan 
Williams  said. 

Involving  children  and  adults  together 
is  no  problem,  he  said,  when  children  are 
used  to  being  a  part  of  things.  At  Gordon, 
even  young  children  participate  regu¬ 
larly  in  leading  Sunday  worship  services. 

Iowans  like  the 
weekend  sessions 

Word  about  family  enrichment  week¬ 
ends  in  the  Iowa  conference  is  spreading. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Russell  Wilson, 
conference  coordinator  of  family  life 
ministries,  Friday-night-to-Sunday  noon 
events  have  involved  hundreds  of  Iowa 
families  since  they  began  four  years  ago. 
The  weekends  provide  a  wide  range  of 
activities  for  family  sharing.  Mr.  Wilson 
trains  conference  couples  to  lead  the 
weekends  and  has  prepared  a  leaders’ 
manual  which  he  hopes  soon  to  make 
available  to  other  annual  conferences. 

Family  workshops 
shared  by  all  ages 

At  St.  Matthews  UMC,  Louisville,  Ky., 
a  relatively  new  family  life  council  has 
already  sponsored  two  family  workshops 
and  is  planning  two  more. 

“We  started  with  Christmas  and 
Easter,”  chairperson  Mrs.  Laurence 
Carr  told  TM/UMR,  “and  had  activities 
that  could  be  shared  by  everyone  from 
three-year-olds  to  senior  citizens.  We 
finished  up  the  Christmas  workshop  with 
supper  and  a  gift  exchange.” 

Now  her  group  is  preparing  for  a 
Kingdomtide  family  learning  center 
experience  and  possibly  an  Advent 
writing  workshop  for  seven-year-olds 
and  up.  It’s  important,  she  says,  to 


provide  programs  in  which  age-groups 
can  truly  work  together,  not  just  in 
adjoining  rooms.  The  scheduling  of  a 
family  event  also  makes  a  difference: 
“In  early  afternoon  families  with  small 
children  can’t  come.  At  night  it’s  difficult 
for  senior  citizens  to  get  out.”  A  good 
hour  at  St.  Matthews,  she  says,  is  4:3? 
p.m.  Sundays. 

Many  fringe  benefits  can  come,  Mrs. 
Carr  has  found,  from  exposing  age 
groups  to  one  another.  St.  Matthews 
youth,  for  example,  have  asked  to  team 
up  with  the  church’s  senior  citizens  on 
their  visits  to  hospitals  and  shut-ins. 

End  of  study  units 
signals  celebration 

At  the  United  Church  of  Lavonia,  New 
York,  families  get  together  regularly  for 
celebrations  at  the  end  of  ten-week 
church  school  units. 

At  Pentecost,  for  instance,  says  the 
Rev.  Bob  Ferris,  “we’ll  celebrate  not 
only  the  birth  of  the  Christian  church  but 
also  the  third  birthday  of  our  own  church 
congregation  —  so  we’ll  have  our  own 
three-year-olds  blow  out  the  candles  of 
the  cake.” 

To  launch  the  fall  curriculum  unit,  “All 
Aboard,”  families  at  the  Lavonia  church 


‘Good  News’  accents  hunger, 
mission,  family,  education 


From  News  Services 

CINCINNATI,  Ohio  —  Resolutions  on 
hunger  and  self-denial,  world 
evangelization,  strengthening  marriage 
and  the  family,  and  church-related 
colleges  and  universities,  were  adopted 
as  additional  emphases  for  the  Good 
News  organization  by  its  Executive 
Committee  at  a  meeting  during  April. 

The  new  emphases,  along  with  the 
group’s  previously  announced  opposition 
to  the  ordination  of  practicing 
homosexuals  and  plans  to  develop  a 
theological  statement  reflecting  their 
position,  bring  to  six  the  number  of 
proposals  now  being  given  priority  by  the 
unofficial  United  Methodist  evangelical 
organization. 

The  group’s  plans  to  conduct  an  in- 
depth  study  of  church-related  colleges 
and  universities  announced  at  the 
meeting  will  Include  a  look  at  the 
regulations,  spiritual  life,  moral  stan¬ 
dards  and  relationships  in  the 
denomination’s  institutions  of  higher 
education. 

The  resolution  on  “Hunger  and  Self- 
Denial”  acknowledged  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  recent  call  for  the  church  to 
adopt  world  hunger  ts  a  quadrennial 
emphasis  and  that  “the  Bible  clearly 
teaches  our  responsibility  to  help  those 
who  hunger.”  They  proposed  immediate 
personal  sacrifices  to  provide  short-term 
relief  and  also  attention  to  long-range 
solutions  for  population  control  and  use 
of  resources. 

The  resolution  on  “World  Evangelism” 
appeals  for  three  concerns:  (1)  the 
church  affirm  the  1974  Lausanne 
Covenant  and  “cooperate  fully”  with  its 
world  evangelization  committee;  (2)  the 
denomination’s  forthcoming  quadrennial 
emphasis  on  hunger  “be  expressed  by  an 
equal  and  matching  emphasis  on  world 
evangelism,”  and  (3)  the  world  division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  make 
“world  evangelism  and  outreach  its  first 
responsibility.” 

Expressing  concern  about  “an  alarm¬ 
ing  deterioration  of  marriage  and 
family  life,”  the  committee  called  on  the 
church  to  strengthen  family  life  during 
the  coming  quadrennium.  Among  the 
areas  listed  for  study  and  action  were: 
studying  the  root  causes  of  family 
deterioration,  clarifying  the  church’s 
understanding  of  human  sexuality, 
teaching  in  local  congregations  the 
biblical  principles  for  family  relation¬ 
ships  and  intensive  evangelism  to  bring 
family  members  of  all  ages  to  Christ. 

In  line  with  the  organization’s  in¬ 


will  board  a  chartered  train  and  travel  to 
a  designated  spot  for  worship,  complete 
with  choirs. 

Family  together  and 
alive  is  camp  theme 

“Come  Together-Come  Alive”  is  the 
theme  of  a  convocation  on  the  family  at 
Lake  Junaluska  Methodist  Assembly 
Grounds  in  North  Carolina  in  June,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 
Participants  will  share  daily  workshops 
in  family  relationships,  the  single-parent 
family,  art  and  music,  leisure,  exploring 
the  Bible,  creative  prayer,  family  finan¬ 
cial  planning  and  creative  family  wor¬ 
ship. 

One  of  the  convocation  leaders  will  be 
Ms.  Jo  Kimmel,  director  of  The  Upper 
Room’s  family  devotional  life  depart¬ 
ment  in  Nashville.  Ms.  Kimmel,  who  has 
conducted  more  than  40  family  devo¬ 
tional  life  workshops  around  the  country 
in  the  past  18  months,  says  her  job  is  to 
encourage  families  to  discover  “there  is 
joy  with  each  other  and  joy  with  God.” 

To  do  this,  she  uses  role-playing, 
crafts,  music,  meditation,  prayer,  relax¬ 
ation  and  scripture  in  free-flowing  ses¬ 
sions  aimed  at  “encouraging  a  sense  of 
trust  and  unity  so  that  the  Holy  Spirit  can 
work.” 


For  Kent  State  victims 


Public  responds  to 
appeal  for  funds 


tentions  to  produce  confirmation 
materials  in  early  1976,  the  Task  Force 
on  Christian  Nurture  reported  to  the 
committee  on  its  efforts  to  tabulate  500 
questionnaires  on  confirmation  training 
which  have  been  received  from  pastors. 

“We  hope  the  denomination,  which 
says  much  about  pluralism,  will 
acknowledge  pluralism  in  its  con¬ 
firmation  resources,”  said  Good  News 
first  vice  chairman  Dr.  Paul  A.  Mickey, 
Associate  Professor  of  Pastoral 
Theology,  The  Divinity  School,  Duke 
University,  Durham,  N.  C. 

He  commented  that  members  of  the 
Good  News  task  force  “acknowledge  the 
predicament  expressed  in  Nashville  by 
Dr.  Howard  Ham,  who  told  us  that  the 
denomination  could  not  produce  new 
confirmation  materials  before  1980,  at 
the  earliest.  His  statement  became  one 
important  consideration  in  the  Good 
News  Board  decision  to  develop  con¬ 
firmation  materials.” 

Reflecting  increased  interest  and 
growth  within  their  organization,  the 
Good  News  Executive  Committee  voted 
to  hold  a  regional  meeting  In  each 
Jurisdiction  during  the  summer  of  1976. 

“This  shift  from  a  single,  national 
convocation  which  we  have  held  each 
summer  since  1970  will  enable  many 
more  people  across  the  church  to  par¬ 
ticipate,”  said  Good  News  second  vice 
chairman,  Rev.  Ed.  Robb,  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  Lubbock,  TX. 

The  Sixth  Good  News  Convocation  will 
be  held  July  20-24,  1975  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.  C. 

Church’s  request  for 
woman  pastor 
meets  approval 

CHICAGO  —  The  Parish  of  the  Holy 
Covenant,  a  United  Methodist 
congregation  here  which  last  year  asked 
for  but  was  refused  the  appointment  of  a 
woman  as  their  pastor,  has  accepted  the 
bishop's  nomination  of  a  woman  pastor 
for  them  at  the  Annual  Conference  in 
June. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Hoke  was 
unanimously  accepted  by  the  Parish, 
April  27,  after  nomination  by  Bishop  Paul 
Washburn  and  the  Northern  Illinois 
cabinet. 

The  local  church  has  been  in  the 
forefront  of  the  movement  within  the 
annual  conference  for  recruitment  and 
“compensatory  justice”  for  women 
ministers. 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
Families  of  the  1970  Kent  State  victims 
are  surprised  but  pleased  at  the  initial 
response  to  their  first  public  appeal  for 
funds  to  continue  a  civil  suit  against  Ohio 
state  and  National  Guard  officials. 

Between  April  7  and  24,  $61,000  was 
contributed  to  a  church-related  fund  in 
response  to  a  letter  signed  by  Arthur 
Krause,  father  of  one  of  four  students 
killed  by  Guard  bullets  on  the  Ohio 
campus  during  an  anti-war  demon¬ 
stration. 

Expenses  in  the  legal  proceedings  have 
grown  to  $100,000,  according  to  the  Rev. 
John  P.  Adams,  a  staff  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  here. 

Mr.  Adams  has  been  involved  since  the 
beginning  in  efforts  to  win  “due  process” 
in  the  aftermath  of  the  Kent  State 
tragedy.  His  section  of  the  Methodist 
agency  is  sponsoring  the  Kent  State  Due 
Process  of  Law  Fund  that  is  receiving 
contributions. 

Both  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Krause  ex¬ 
pressed  surprise  at  the  response  to  the 
letter,  sent  to  124,000  persons  whose 
names  were  obtained  from  a  professional 
mailing  list  firm. 

Most  of  several  thousand  con¬ 
tributions,  Mr.  Adams  said,  came  in 
small  denominations.  The  clergyman 
expected  to  broaden  the  appeal.  An  $11 
million  civil  suit  against  Ohio  Gov. 
James  Rhodes  and  other  state  officials, 
including  National  Guard  officers,  is 
scheduled  to  open  May  19  in  Cleveland’s 
U.S.  District  Court. 

The  $100,000  in  expenses,  Mr.  Adams 
explained,  covers  court  costs,  filing  fees, 
charges  for  printing  briefs,  transcribing 
records  and  telephones.  The  cost  of  the 
mailing  was  guaranteed  by  three  donors. 

The  plaintiffs,  who  seek  both  actual 
and  punitive  damages,  include  the 
families  of  the  four  students  killed  and 
families  of  nine  students  wounded. 

The  United  Methodist-sponsored  due 


process  fund  is  now  new.  It  was  set  up  in 
1973,  Mr.  Adams  said,  with  royalties 
from  a  book  on  Kent  State  written  by 
Peter  Davies  of  New  York  with  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  co-operation.  Mr. 
Davies  assigned  75  per  cent  of  all 
royalties  to  the  fund. 

U  M  theologian 
to  address 
World  Assembly 

DALLAS  —  Dr.  John  Deschner, 
prominent  United  Methodist  theologian 
and  ecumenist,  has  accepted  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  address  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  (WCC)  Fifth  Assembly  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya. 

One  of  eight  platform  speakers,  Dr. 
Deschner  will  speak  on  the  topic  of 
church  unity.  The  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  professor  is  a  member  of  the 
WCC  Faith  and  Order  commission  and 
the  23-member  United  Methodist 
delegation. 

“Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites”  is  the 
theme  of  the  Assembly,  which  will  bring 
together  November  23-December  10 
representatives  of  271  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  Churches,  plus  delegated  and 
fraternal  observers,  including  Roman 
Catholics. 

Dr.  Deschner  told  TM/  UMR  that  he 
would  speak  on  the  vision  of  unity,  “what 
would  be  involved  in  working  toward  a 
genuinely  ecumenical  event  recognized 
by  the  entire  church,  like  the  Council  of 
Nicea  in  the  fourth  century.  I  hope  to  deal 
with  the  description  of  what  this  would 
look  like  practically,  not  theoretically.” 

Several  other  persons  who  will  address 
the  Assembly  are  Methodist  Bishop 
Mortimer  Arias  of  Bolivia  on  the  topic  of 
evangelism  and  Dr.  Robert  McAfee 
Brown,  U.S.  United  Presbyterian  who 
will  deliver  the  opening  address  on  the 
theme  of  the  Assembly. 


Classified 

'  Rate:  39c  per  word.  figure  or  Initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver'lslng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  M.73 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  11.00  per  insertions 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.-J. 
Haney.  23  years  experience.  2013  Elllng  Dr., 
Waco,  Texas  76703.  Phone  (817  )  799-5049. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  413  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  73201. 

(314)  747-4340. 

,  Switzerland,  the  Italian  and  Austrian  Tyrol, 

and  Bavaria  with  tour  host  Bob  Sanders.  61099 
from  Memphis  or  Dallas  on  July  28.  Brochure 
from  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box 

3129.  Waco.  Texas  76707. 

BEAUTIFUL  STAINED  GLASS  windows  and 
church  furniture  for  sale.  Please  cootact  Rev. 

BUI  Grisham,  P.O.  Box  213,  Leonard,  TX. 
79433.  Telephone  (214  )  837- 3433. 

SONG  POEMS:  Set  to  music,  cassette  tape 
recorded,  sheet  music.  One  package  offer. 
Member  ASCAP.  Christian  Song  Writers.  3803 
Deerfoot  Dr.,  Chattanooga,  TN.  37406. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  In 
Tallahassee,  Florida,  Methodist  Church.  Full 
time  during  summer  months  —  June.  July  and 
August.  Part-time  remainder  of  year.  Send 
resume  to  :  Secretary.  1736  Old  St.  Augustine 

Rd..  Tallahassee.  Fla.  33301,  or  call:  (904)  877- 
1736  Monday-Frlday.  6  a.m.-3  p.m. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Religious  Education 
Coordinator  with  ability  to  direct  adult  choir  or 
play  organ.  Send  resume  to:  Minister,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  900,  Nederland, 
Texas  77627.  Applications  accepted  through 

May  15.  1978. 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  poMtlvo 
quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio  program 

Is  available  to  you  and  your  community 
without  coet.  Your  only  responsibility  Is  either 
to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated,  sponsored 
or  underwritten.  We  provide  the  taped  cam 
pleteiy  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour.  P.  O.  Box 

77.  Orlando,  Fla.  32802  1 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  62.30  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.'s’. 
ellzabeth's  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  23331, 
Houston,  Texas  77003. 

SECURE  APPROACH  TO  RETIREMENT 

terey  Peninsula  or  overlooking  Lake  Merritt, 
Oakland.  If  you’re  In  good  health,  program 
Includes  comprehensive  medical,  deUdoua 
meals,  much  more.  Entry  fee  starts  at  63000, 
with  monthly  charge  as  low  as  6342.  Write: 
Administrator,  Forest  Hill  Manor,  Pacific 
Grove,  Calif.,  (408  )  378-5123,  or  Lake  Park. 

1830  AUce.  Oakland.  Calif.,  (415)  835-S51L 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child-  oere. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  querten  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
noo-dr  Inkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  696-2410. 

FOR  SALE:  25  black  choir  robes.  Broadcloth.  1 

snap  yoke.  Good  condition.  Valley  View 
Church.  Espanola,  New  Mex.  87532,  c-o  Rose 
Million. 
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Bishop’s  Message 


ly  there  appeared  in  our  office  the  Reverend  Ray  Holt,  pastor  of 
* Church  in  New  Orleans,  who  brought  two  beautiful  and  ancient  books, 
volumes  which  had  been  discovered  only  a  few  days  before  in  a  secluded  and 
hidden  place  on  the  Felicity  premises.  I  found  them  to  be  exciting  and  in¬ 
teresting  indeed. 

One  volume,  bound  in  heavy  leather  and  labeled  1836  A.  D.  carried  the  roll  of 
Episcopal  Methodism  in  New  Orleans.  The  book  represented  an  attempt  made 
in  1836  to  enumerate  all  the  Methodists  who  had  been  listed  here  prior  to  that 
time,  and  in  each  case  the  disposition  of  the  name  was  noted.  Therefore,  we 
have  a  fragmented  but  early  history  of  our  church  in  this  city,  dating  back  to  the 
very  early  part  of  the  19th  century.  In  flowing  and  beautiful  penmanship  the 
book  stated  that  “this  is  the  work  of  Joseph  Travis  and  Seymour  B.  Sawyer, 
sent  to  the  New  Orleans  mission  by  the  Alabama  Conference."  It  carried  a  full 
ledger  of  members,  both  black  and  white,  and  revealed  that  they  were  found  in 
nearly  equal  numbers  in  the  church.  It  seemed  that  the  bishop  in  Alabama  sent 
the  two  aforementioned  brethren  to  “New  Orleans  Faurebourg  and  Lafayette 
Mission.” 

On  scanning  the  roster,  one  is  intrigued  to  see  what  happened  to  some  of  the 
early  Methodists  here  (circa  1806-1836).  Many,  the  book  stated,  “died  in  peace.” 
Some  “went  to  the  port”  (went  sailing  on  the  ships)  and  never  returned.  In  a 
few  instances  their  return  is  joyfully  noted.  Others  were  simply  “not  to  be 
found.”  (In  those  days  the  frontierspeople  moved  almost  as  much  as  modern 
folk.  I’m  glad  they  didn’t  drop  them  forever  simply  because  they  were  gone  for 
the  week-end.)  And  high  moral  standards  prevailed  in  the  infant  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  A  few  members  were  expelled  because  of  too  much 
“attendance  upon  the  theatre.”  One  of  the  white  members  was  expelled  for 
“very  loud  swearing,”  and  one  of  the  black  members  was  separated  from  the 
church  because  of  “intemperance  on  April  4,  1834.”  One  member  was 
sorrowfully  dropped  with  the  written  plea  that  the  pastor  would  “receive  him 
joyfully  should  he  come  again  in  sufficient  repentance.”  I  trust  the  Felicity 
Church  will  let  us  share  this  with  the  conference. 

The  second  volume  was  a  large  book  of  Tillotson’s  sermons  printed  in  1694, 
first  edition  at  that. 

It  took  courage,  commitment,  and  some  high  standards  to  be  a  Wesleyan  in 
those  days.  Have  we  lost  any  of  that? 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Nothing  is  lost 

Changes  in  two  churches 
mark  new  beginnings 


St.  Mark  UM  Church,  Opelousas:  a 
new  sanctuary  will  rise  in  its  place. 

Important  milestones  have  been 
reached  in  the  lives  of  two  more 
congregations  in  the  Conference.  One 
church  has  been  torn  down;  another  has 
closed  its  doors.  But  contrary  to  the 
bleakness  of  the  words,  both  occasions 
marked  the  beginning  of  new  and  better 
lives— the  threshold  to  better  days. 

The  two  churches  involved  are  St. 
Mark  UM  Church,  Opelousas,  in  the 
Lafayette  District;  and  Bonne  Idee 
Church  in  the  Monroe  District.  Their 
happy  stories  give  cause  for  rejoicing. 

St.  Mark,  an  historical  landmark  in 
Opelousas,  has  been  torn  down.  The  old 
church,  founded  in  1867,  the  last  struc- 
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Hammond  Sub  District  II 


holds  eventful  meet 


Hammond  Sub  District  II,  United 
Methodist  Women,  met  in  Livingston  in 
April,  and  chalked  up  a  day  of  fellowship, 
planning  and  progress. 

Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  Baton  Rouge, 
was  the  featured  speaker.  Plans  for  the 
remainder  of  1975  were  formulated,  and 
in  enthusiastic  giving,  the  women  voted 
to  contribute  $100  to  Hammond  District 
Youth  to  enable  a  young  lady  and  her 
sponsor  to  attend  the  School  of  Mission  at 
Centenary  College  in  July. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows  some 
of  the  officers  of  the  District  UMW:  from 
left  -  Polly  Spence,  treasurer;  Johnnye 
Butler,  secretary;  Mary  Muller,  vice- 
president;  and  Margaret  Burris, 
president. 


Methodist  Hospital 
[New  Orleans] 
Sunday 
May  18, 1975 


Arby  W.  Coody 

Pastor,  Mer  Rouge-Collinston-Bonne 
Idee 

We  can  use  your  news 

Local  church  groups,  conference 
groups  and  organizations  are  invited  to 
continue  to  send  your  news  stories  to  this 
newspaper.  Because  of  limited  space, 
sometimes  a  story  does  not  appear  as 
soon  as  you  (or  we)  would  like. 
Sometimes  we  have  to  ‘‘pull”  items 
because  of  the  urgency  of  some  other 
story.  We  continue  to  strive  to  represent 
the  entire  Conference,  all  of  the  many 
and  worthy  interests,  and  every  age 
group.  At  the  present  time,  we  would 
particularly  welcome  news  and  pictures 
of  youth  activities!  The  address:  1114 
American  Bank  Building,  New  Orleans, 
La.  70130. 


United  Methodist  layman  |  975  School  of  CkHstian 
honored  at  Louisiana  J 

state  university  Mission  to  be  held  in  July 


ture  erected  in  1924,  was  demolished 
because  of  what  the  congregation  knew 
was  “necessity.”  When  the  original 
church  was  built,  the  Rev."  Washington 
Brooks  was  appointed  to  serve  the 
congregation  by  Bishop  Ames  of  the 
Mississippi  Mission  Conference.  The 
present  site  was  purchased  in  1880  for  the 
sum  of  $100. 

Although  the  structure  has  been  torn 
down,  construction  has  already  begun  on 
the  new  church  sanctuary  and  education 
complex.  The  congregation  is  presently 
holding  worship  services  in  the  com¬ 
munity  center  in  Opelousas.  Under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  Talmadge  E. 
McElroy,  pastor,  the  members  express 
confidence  that  the  church  will  continue 
to  grow  both  physically  and  spiritually. 

Bonne  Idee  UM  Church,  east  of  Mer 
Rouge,  long  a  traditional  part  of  Bonne 
Idee  Community,  closed  its  doors 
recently  after  64  years  of  service  to  the 
community.  The  population  in  Bonne 
Idee  has  drastically  declined.  At  the  time 
of  the  closing,  only  a  handful  of  families 
were  left  as  members  to  share  the 
responsibility  of  the  church.  But  the 
closing  did  not  bring  the  gloom  that  some 
might  expect.  Nostalgia,  perhaps,  but  not 
gloom. 

A  special  “Bonne  Idee  Day”  was 
planned  recently  at  the  Mer  Rouge  UM 
Church  as  a  formal  invitation  to  Bonne 
Tdee  members  to  form  a  new  church 
affiliation.  A  member  who  attended 
notes:  “It  was  indeed  a  happy  day  when 
25  persons  united  with  Mer  Rouge 
church.”  As  an  added  joy,  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Arby  W.  Coody  baptized  infant 
Benjamin  William  Hayden,  son  of 
members  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hayden, 
with  water  from  the  River  Jordan.  Mrs. 
Shelby  White,  a  member,  says,  “It  was  a 
joy  to  see  the  church  .  .  .  filled,  and  a 
time  of  fellowship  was  enjoyed,  as  new 
members  were  welcomed  individually.” 

Two  churches  in  our  Conference  which 
ended  with  beginning. 


Dr.  William  H.  Patrick,  Jr. 


Dr.  William  H.  Patrick,  Jr.,  Professor 
of  Agronomy  at  Louisiana  State 
University,  and  a  noted  United  Methodist 
leader  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  in 
general  United  Methodism,  has  been 
selected  by  the  University  Council  on 
Research  to  receive  LSU’s  1975 
Distinguished  Research  Master  Award. 

Dr.  Bill  Patrick  is  generally  recognized 
as  one  of  the  world’s  leading  researchers 
and  authorities  in  the  chemical  and 
biological  processes  in  flooded  soils  and 
sediments.  His  research  in  the  field  of 
rice  production  and  his  LSU  laboratory 
are  internationally  acclaimed. 

Doctor  Patrick  has  served  on  the  U.S. 
delegation  to  the  International  Rice 
Commission  of  the  United  Nations;  he 
has  received  wide  acclaim  as  a  lecturer 
and  discussion  leader;  and  has  held 
many  professional  positions  of  leader¬ 
ship  in  church  and  civic  groups  in 
Louisiana  and  across  the  nation. 

Bill  Patrick  currently  serves  as 
Chairman  pf  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Commission  on  Higher  Education,  is  past 
chairman  of  University  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Administrative  Board,  and  is 
an  active  member  of  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  He  is 
married  to  Dr.  Ruth  M.  Patrick,  a 
nutritionist  with  the  Louisiana 
Cooperative  Extension  Services,  and 
they  are  parents  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  are  students  at  LSU. 


The  1975  School  of  Christian  Mission 
will  be  held  in  two  short,  full  schools,  July 
16-18;  July  18-July  20,  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport.  The  an¬ 
nouncement  has  come  from  Mrs.  F.  E. 
Kennon,  of  Minden,  Dean  of  the  Con- 

Algur  H.  Meadows, 
Centenary  alumnus,  provides 
for  college  art  museum 

Centenary  College  will  have  the 
Meadows  Museum  of  Art  late  this  year,  if 
renovation  plans  of  the  old  ad¬ 
ministration  building  go  according  to 
plans.  College  officials  have  announced 
the  gift  of  approximately  $300,000  from 
Centenary  College  graduate  Algur  H. 
Meadows,  the  sum  to  be  used  to  redo  the 
building  and  turn  it  into  a  museum.  Mr. 
Meadows  also  has  established  an  en¬ 
dowment  of  about  $150,000  for  main¬ 
tenance. 

The  museum  will  house  important  art 
works,  notable  among  them  the  works  of 
the  late  French  artist  Jean  Despujols,  a 
former  Shreveport  resident.  Other  works 
in  the  Centenary  collection,  as  well  as 
visiting  exhibits,  will  be  displayed  in  the 
museum.  The  Centenary  collection  in¬ 
cludes  oil  paintings,  watercolors  and 
drawings  by  such  artists  as  Delacroix, 
Renoir,  Toulouse-Lautrec  and  Chagall. 

Centenary  President  Dr.  John  Allen 
comments,  “  .  ..  Mr.  Meadows’  gift  is  a 
challenge  gift  for  others  in  the  com¬ 
munity  to  match.”  Meadows,  a  Dallas 
resident,  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
General  American  Oil  Company  of 
Texas.  He  was  graduated  from  Cen¬ 
tenary  in  1926. 

According  to  Doctor  Allen,  the  primary 
purpose  of  the  Meadows  Museum  will  be 
to  display  the  Jean  Despujols  paintings 
and  drawings  of  Indochina.  Despujols,  a 
native  Frenchman,  lived  in  Shreveport 
from  1941  until  his  death  in  1965 
Renovation  of  the  old  administration 
building  will  begin  within  a  few  weeks, 
find  plans  are  being  made  to  utilize  the 
museum  to  the  fullest  extent  for 
educational  purposes,  cultural  and  in¬ 
formational  programs,  and  enrichment 
of  the  arts  program.  Curator  for  the 
museum  will  be  Prof.  Willard  Cooper, 
chairman  of  Centenary’s  art  depart¬ 
ment., 

Centenary  officials  indicate  that  they 
hope  that  other  persons  will  wish  to 
donate  more  funds  to  the  museum. 


Pharr  Chapel  Junior  UMYF 
Choir  enriches  church 


The  Junior  UMYF  Choir  of  Pharr  Chapel  UM  Church,  was  organized  by  Mrs. 
William  Stansbury,  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Bob  L.  Lawton.  They  are,  first 
row,  from  left:  Wendy  Percle,  Sandra  Percle,  Penny  Daigle.  Percy  Hebert,  Janice 
Price;  second  row,  from  left  -  Wendy  Stansbury,  Vesta  Miller,  Dorothy  Percle, 
Vonda  Miller,  David  Vinning,  Jana  Burns;  third  row.  from  left  -  Edward  Askew, 
Becky  Bridges,  John  Lawton,  Vanessa  Miller;  and  top  center,  Bob  Lawton,  (not 
shown,  Cray  Busby,  Cheryl  Duval). 

Conference  cluster  Retired  minister’s 

meeting  held  at  Mt.  Zion,  home  dedicated 


Baton  Rouge  District 

Ameal  D.  Ennis,  pastor  of  the  Mt.  Zion 
UM  Church,  Clinton,  Baton  Rouge 
District,  reports  an  enthusiastic  “Cluster 
Meeting”  of  United  Methodist  Women  at 
the  Mt.  Zion  Church  in  late  April. 

Using  the  theme  “Come  Alive  in  ’75  In 
Missions,”  the  day-long  meet  saw  many 
women  of  the  district  enjoy  fellowship, 
learning  and  spiritual  growth. 

A  slide  presentation  was  given  by  Mrs. 
Marcus  L.  Burks.  Among  others  taking 
part  were  Mrs.  Hellen  Brock,  Mrs. 
Ardessie  C.  Prophet,  Mrs.  John  Nelson, 
and  Mrs.  O.  B.  Fisher.  The  Reverend  and 
Mrs.  Ennis  and  the  staff  of  Mt.  Zion  were 
assisted  in  entertaining  by  members  of 
St.  Paul  Church.  Mrs.  Chris  H.  Hall, 
Baton  Rouge  District  President  of  UMW 
also  participated  in  the  program. 


at  Franklin 


The  Retired  Minister’s  Home  at 
Franklin  was  formally  dedicated  on 
April  27.  Conducting  the  dedicatory 
service  were:  the  Rev.  James  Adams, 
chairman  of  the  RMH  Board;  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  McDowell,  Lafayette  District 
Superintendent;  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
McCammon,  pastor  of  First  UM  Church, 
Franklin. 

Lawrence  Hoy,  layman,  who 
represented  the  local  congregation  in 
overseeing  the  construction,  welcomed 
the  more  than  100  persons  who  attended 
Open  House. 

A  joint  enterprise  of  First  Church, 
Franklin  and  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Home  Board,  the  house  was  completed  in 
the  fall  of  1974,  and  is  occupied  by  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Albert  S.  Hurley.  Doctor 
Hurley  served  in  Franklin  1956-1963. 


ference  School.  The  two  sessions  will 
focus  on  studies,  choices,  Mission 
Emphasis,  Audio-Visuals,  and  Elected 
Leaders  Training. 

Mrs.  Kennon  notes,  “We  would  like 
to  issue  a  special  invitation  for 
the  men  of  the  Church  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  Missions  to  attend  the  Week¬ 
end  School,  and  of  course  the  Schools  are 
open  to  any  woman  who  is  interested 
enough  to  attend...’’  Advance  in¬ 
formation  has  been  sent  to  all  local 
units  of  United  Methodist  Women. 
However,  Mrs.  Kennon  points  out, 
women  of  the  church  who  are  Chair¬ 
persons  for  the  Work  Area  of  Missions 
who  may  not  be  members  of  UMW,  are 
particularly  urged  to  attend. 

An  interesting  roster  of  leaders  and 
studies  make  up  the  program  for  both 
schools.  The  Prophets:  Message  to  the 
Nations  is  the  Spiritual  Growth  study  for 
1975-76.  Leaders  include  Mrs.  I.  D. 
Dorsey,  Owensboro,  Ky.;  Mrs.  Robert 
May,  Winnsboro,  Texas;  and  Dr.  Bryan 
Kovacs,  Centenary  College. 

A  Nation  Under  God  is  a  study  intended 
to  provide  a  Christian  perspective  for 
celebrating  the  Bicentennial  and  to 
motivate  people  to  envision  new  future 
goals  of  nationhood,  and  to  commit 
themselves  to  responsible  citizenship 
within  the  context  of  a  global  community. 


Study  leaders  are  Miss  Joan  Clark, 
Women’s  Division  Staff,  Dallas,  Texas, 
and  Mrs.  M.  S.  Hemphill,  Cleveland, 
Miss. 

Southeast  Asia:  Christian  Presence  is 
a  third  study  area,  which  will  be  led  by 
Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  of  Baton  Rouge, 
and  Dr.  Marvin  Harper,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
This  study  is  provided  to  help  create  in 
North  American  church  members  an 
appreciation  for  and  a  better  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  importance  of  the 
people  of  Southeast  Asia. 

Special  Emphasis  of  the  Mission  School 
is  United  Methodist  Women:  In  the 
Middle  of  Tommorrow,  a  text  written  by 
Barbara  Campbell,  with  the  study  leader 
Miss  Joan  Clark. 

Registration  for  School  Number  1  is 
Wednesday,  July  16,  8:30-11:30  a.m.  For 
School  No.  2,  registration  will  be  on 
Friday,  July  18,  2  p.m.-5  p.m.  Fee  for  one 
School  is  $5.00;  for  both  $10.  If  you  can 
attend  only  one  day,  the  fee  is  $2.  Housing 
will  be  in  James  Dormitory  at  Cen¬ 
tenary,  and  there  is  a  nominal  cost  for 
meals  and  housing,  with  a  total  of  $8.00 
daily. 

Both  Mrs.  Kennon,  Dean,  and  Con¬ 
ference  President  Mrs.  Robert  Compton 
urge  all  interested  persons  to  plan  now  to 
attend.  This  newspaper  will  carry  fur¬ 
ther  details  as  they  develop. 


Shreveport  Metro  Ministries 
unveils  mural  on  the  Black  church 


Albert  Moody,  principal  of  Bethune  Junior  High  School,  Shreveport,  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Council  of  Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry,  is  shown  with 
Raymond  Love,  the  artist,  with  mural  on  the  Black  Church. 


The  unveiling  of  a  mural  on  The  Black 
Church  has  taken  place  at  the  St.  James 
UM  Church  gymnasium,  Shreveport.  The 
ceremony  was  sponsored  by  the 
Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Executed  by  Raymond  Love,  a  1974 
graduate  of  Southern  University,  the 
mural  depicts  the  beginning  of  many 
Black  churches  as  well  as  several 
leaders  in  the  Black  Community  who 
have  made  their  marks  on  history. 

The  artist  is  an  active  participant  in 


the  Travis  Street  Neighborhood  Center 
program,  of  which  Mr.  Maurice  Monroe 
serves  as  director. 

Many  persons  attended  the  unveiling  of 
the  mural,  and  among  those  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  ceremonies  were:  the 
Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  pastor  of  St. 
James,  the  Rev.  Rupert  Coles,  president 
of  Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry ;  the 
Rev.  James  Graham,  Metro-Ministries 
coordinator;  and  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  District 
Superintendent. 


Around  Our  Conference 


United  Methodist  Women  of  Warren 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  have  been 
celebrating  special  events.  In  mid-April 
they  attended  a  Quiet  Day  at  Camp 
LaBlane.  April  13th  was  the  time  for 
birthday  celebration,  and  19  persons 
were  honored  on  that  day.  Another  event 
sponsored  by  the  women  was  “baby  of 
the  month,”  the  young  daughter  of 
church  members  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore 
Alfred. 

*  •  •  •  • 

Dillard  University  items:  Dr.  Samuel 
DuBois  Cook,  president  of  Dillard,  has 
announced  that  the  university  will  in¬ 
crease  tuition  and  general  fees  from 
$1,300  to  $1,500  per  year  beginning  in 
August;  room  and  board  fees  will  in¬ 
crease  from  $900  to  $1,000  per  year. 
According  to  Dr  Cook,  the  increase  is  a 
result  of  rising  costs  and  falling  income 
from  gifts  and  grants  ...  Dr.  Allen 
Warner,  University  of  Houston,  con¬ 
ducted  a  workshop  at  Dillard  on 
establishing  teaching  centers  for  ex¬ 
perimentation  in  teacher  education  .  .  . 
Dr.  Gilbert  F.  Shearron,  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Georgia,  conducted  a  workshop  at 
Dillard  on  competency-based  teaching 
and  learning. 

*  *  •  •  » 

Friends  and  ex-students  of  West¬ 
minster  Junior  College,  Tehuacana, 
Texas,  are  having  their  first 
homecoming  (June  8)  since  the  merger 
of  the  Methodist  institution  in  1950.  Since 
many  Louisiana  students  attended 
Westminster,  those  interested  are  invited 
to  contact  Mrs.  Ruth  Burney  Darden, 
4212  Fifth  Ave.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas  76115. 

Thirteen  families  from  First  UM 
Church,  Slidell,  spent  the  weekend  of 
April  18-20  at  Camp  Istrouma,  helping  to 
get  the  camp  ready  for  the  summer 
camping  program.  They  re-roofed, 
repaired  plumbing,  cleaned,  built 
bridges,  and  opened  trails.  The  task 
group  was  headed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry 
Van  Hoosen,  Family  Life  Coordinators  of 


the  church.  Wills  Dear,  associate  pastor, 
conducted  Sunday  worship. 

•  •  •  *  * 

Newman  UM  Church,  Alexandria,  held 
a  recent  Workshop  which  included 
sessions  on  worship,  films,  group 
discussion,  decision  making,  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  evaluation.  Specific  em¬ 
phases  were  related  to  studies  of  the 
natural  world  and  social,  economic  and 
political  factors  of  world  communities. 
As  a  result  of  these  studies,  the  group 
prepared  a  statement  on  their  Christian 
belief,  which  is  being  placed  in  the 
hymnals  for  use  during  special 
programs.  The  Rev.  N.  P.  Perry  is  pastor 
of  the  Newman  church. 

•  •  •  •  * 

In  extraordinary  action  by  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  First  UM  Church, 
Arcadia,  a  special  resolution  was 
prepared  and  passed  regarding  the  death 
of  a  fellow-member,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Hester. 
The  thoughtfully  prepared  resolution 
cited  Mrs.  Hester's  long  and  effective 
contributions  not  only  to  UMW,  but  also 
to  numerous  church  and  community 
activities. 


Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry  wi 
sponsor  a  special  showing  of  the  filn 
"Let  The  Church  Say  Amen"  on  May 
at  the  Fairfield  UM  Church,  Shrevepor 
This  feature  length  color  sem 
documentary  film  deals  with  the  Blac 
Church.  Fairfield  Church  is  this  yet 
celebrating  a  century  of  service  to  Got 
Howard  L.  Milo  is  pastor. 

St.  Mark's  UM  Church,  Monrot 
celebrated  a  special  Family  Nigt 
Fellowship,  with  the  feature  event 
baseball  game  of  the  "men  over  thirty 
challenging  the  “men  under  thirty.”  Th 
“overs"  nosed  out  the  “unders"  13-1! 
(Everybody  enjoyed  a  fish  fry  followin 
the  game.) 
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Steps  toward  evoking  a  positive 
attitude  toward  ‘apportionments’ 


For  many  United  Methodists,  “ap¬ 
portionments"  is  a  dirty  word. 

It  has  not  always  been  so,  and  should 
not  be  so  now. 

Regarded  negatively,  apportionments 
are  assessments  which  take  money  away 
from  local  congregations  and  use  it  for 
church  causes  over  which  the  local 
church  has  no  control. 

Regarded  positively,  apportionments 
represent  a  pooling  of  resources  by  all 
United  Methodist  congregations  to  ac¬ 
complish  common  tasks  more  efficiently 
and  more  effectively  than  any 
congregation  could  accomplish  alone. 
Also,  the  UMC’s  system  of  conferences  — 
annual,  jurisdictional  and  general  — 
provides  every  member  with 
representation  when  basic  decisions  are 
made  regarding  the  use  of  apportioned 
funds. 

Why  do  more  members  appear  to 
regard  apportionments  negatively  today 
than  in  years  past?  The  reasons  are 
many  and  varied;  some  are  legitimate 
and  some  are  not. 

A  TM/  UMR  analysis  elsewhere  in  this 
issue  provides  insight  into  one  reason  for 
the  change  in  attitude. 

In  1962-63,  when  general  ap¬ 
portionments  across  Methodism  totaled 
$18,671,000,  they  were  paid  more  than 
99%.  In  1967-68,  when  general  ap¬ 
portionments  totaled  $22,666,000,  they 
were  paid  more  than  96%. 

Since  1967-68,  the  number  of  dollars 
asked  of  local  churches  in  general  ap¬ 
portionments  has  nearly  doubled  (94% 
increase).  During  the  same  period  of 
time,  the  number  of  apportioned  dollars 
which  were  paid  rose  by  75% .  The  total 
giving  by  members  for  all  causes  rose  by 
only  33.3%  over  this  span  of  seven  years. 
The  differences  between  the  increased 
amount  apportioned  and  the  increased 
amount  paid  accounts  for  the  drop  from 
96.4%  payment  in  1967-68  to  86.9%  in  1973. 

One  might  conclude  that  the  total 
number  of  additional  dollars  raised  is 
well  worth  the  drop  in  the  “percentage 
paid"  and  the  grumblings  of  members 
about  “increased  apportionments.” 

A  close  look  at  the  UMC’s  total 
financial  picture,  however,  reveals  that 
conclusion  to  be  illusory. 

The  average  amount  of  each  dollar  be¬ 
ing  used  within  local  churches— between 
78c  and  79c— has  remained  virtually  un¬ 
changed  since  1968.  The  churchwide 
average  of  each  dollar  paid  by  local 
churches  to  district,  annual  conference, 
area  and  jurisdictional  causes— approxi¬ 
mately  16c— has  remained  virtually 
unchanged.  And  the  average  amount  of 
each  local  church  dollar  paid  for  general 
church  causes— just  over  5c— has  also 
remained  virtually  the  same  each  year. 
While  some  causes  have  been  significant¬ 
ly  undergirded  by  their  inclusion  as 
apportionments,  overall  support  for 
non-apportioned  causes  has  decreased 
proportionately. 

There  is  nothing  sacred  about  the 
percentages  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 
But  statistics  from  the  past  seven  years 
suggest  some  de  facto  limits  on  the 
amount  of  support  local  churches  may  be 
expected  to  provide  for  beyond-the-local- 
church  causes. 

As  the  1976  General  Conference  ap¬ 
proaches,  with  inevitable  requests  that 
many  worthy  causes  be  added  to  the 
number  receiving  their  support  as  ap¬ 
portionments,  these  facts  need  to  be 
weighed  carefully.  If  the  trend  of  recent 
years  holds,  major  new  apportionments 
could  be  expected  to  (1)  further  decrease 
the  percentage  amount  of  each  ap¬ 
portionment  which  will  be  paid,  and  (2) 
further  decrease  the  amount  paid  to 
items  which  are  not  placed  in  the  “ap¬ 
portionment"  category. 

The  recent  decision  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (CFA)  to  recommend 
only  a  six  per  cent  increase  in  our  basic 
apportionment,  World  Service,  for  the 
1977-80  quadrennium  represents  a 
hopeful  sign.  Likewise  CFA’s  progress 
report  indicating  the  likelihood  of  even 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager,  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  HI;  Administrator,  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Strickland;  Assistant  Edi¬ 
tors:  Conference  Editions,  Jean 
Yeager;  Local  Editions,  Kay  Field¬ 
er;  News  Editor,  Clyde  Chesnutt; 
Senior  Staff  Writer,  Bud  Herron; 
Staff  Writer,  Pat  Sites  ;  Contributing 
Editor,  T.  Otto  Nall;  Composition 
Manager,  Bill  Sybert;  Editorial 
Assistants:  Judy  Froese  and  Bar¬ 
bara  Berg;  Production  Assistant, 
Nick  Madaloni;  Circulation  Mana¬ 
ger.  Don  Arnold. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  maintains  an 
Independent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing 
Its  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information 
and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism's  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Publisher,  but  represent  the  opinions  at  the 
Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of 
opinion  appearing  In  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
of  vhe  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Reporter  staff. 

The  Reporter  Is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Conferences  of  Texas  and  Is  published  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  as  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  The  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  maintains  no  official  relationship 
to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to 
any  of  the  denomination's  general  boards  or 
agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official 
publlcadai  for  34  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  which  publish  special  regional 
editions. 

ADDRESS  CORRESPONDENCE 
TO- 

P.O.BOX  1076 
Dallas,  Texas  75221 
[214]  748-6491 

Individual  subscriptions:  S3 .00  per  year  for 
National  edition;  S3 .00  per  year  for  Conference 
editions.  Special  rates  far  groups  of  10  or  mare 
subs  available  upon  request. 

Second  Class  postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  form  3579  to  P.O. 
Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas  75221. 


more  nominal  increases  in  the  UMC’s 
two  other  large  apportioned  items  —  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  and  the 
Black  College  Fund. 

If  CFA  will  maintain  this  course,  and 
delegates  to  the  1976  General  Conference 
will  avoid  the  temptation  to  create  any 
large  new  apportionments,  then  we 
should  have  an  opportunity  during  the 
next  four  years  to  see  a  substantial  in¬ 
crease  in  the  percentage  of  our  ap¬ 
portionments  which  are  paid.  We  could 
also  hope  to  see  an  effective  reemphasis 
on  the  importance  of  giving  to  non- 
apportioned  causes,  with  the  side  benefit 
of  giving  individuals  and  local 
congregations  more  opportunities  to 
choose  the  causes  they  wish  to  support  in 
significant  ways.  The  dramatic  response 
presently  being  made  to  confront  world 
hunger  shows  that  a  cause  need  not  be 
apportioned  to  receive  support. 

We  believe  such  a  limit  on  ap¬ 
portionment  increases,  coupled  with  a 
reemphasis  on  non-apportioned  causes, 
would  go  a  long  way  toward  again 
making  “apportionments"  a  word  that 
evokes  a  predominantly  positive  reaction 
from  the  church’s  membership. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

Church 

To  the  Editor: 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  permit  any 
expression  of  contrary  opinion  in  your 
columns  or  not.  I  do  note  your  April  18 
editorial,  “Another  test  for  church- 
related  schools,"  and  with  this  position  I 
take  sharp  issue. 

It  is  true  that  myriad  operations  of 
many  kinds  that  have  encountered 
financial  difficulty  are  turning  to 
government  to  bail  them  out.  There  is  a 
serious  question,  however,  as  to  whether 
this  would  be  desirable  procedure  for 
church  institutions.  You  refer  to  the 
proposed  subsidy  as  “public  funds  to 
support  the  education  of  students  in 
private  colleges."  What  happens,  of 
course,  is  that  the  college  raises  its 
tuition  fee  by  the  amount  of  the  student 
grant.  Thus,  the  student  is  no  better  off, 
but  the  school  benefits.  Make  no 
mistake:  this  is  aid  to  the  church  in¬ 
stitution. 

We  should  know  by  this  time  that  when 
federal  funds  enter  a  church  school, 
some  other  things  enter  along  with  them. 
Certainly  there  could  be  no  religious 
selectivity  in  the  school  financed  by  all 
the  taxpayers.  There  could  be  no 
religious  tests  for  faculty,  and  atheists 
would  be  perfectly  eligible  if  they  had  the 
educational  pedigree.  Religious  ob¬ 
servances  of  a  denomination  would  be 
barred  from  campus  sponsorship  and 
certainly  all  campus  chapel  services  or 
compulsory  courses  in  religion  would  be 
out.  Methodist  representation  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees  would  be  strictly 
limited.  All  this  is  made  abundantly  clear 
in  the  Western  Maryland  stipulations. 

Why  do  religious  institutions  cling  so 
tenaciously  to  the  “name  on  the  door”? 
Once  they  take  government  aid,  the 
religious  substance  of  their  operation  will 
inevitably  disappear.  It  might  be  wiser  to 
reduce  their  commitment  in  education  to 
a  few  institutions  of  excellence  which 
they  can  finance  with  their  own  donated 
funds.  The  rest  might  openly  “go  public” 
—  something  that  is  coming  anyway  via  a 
slower,  agonizing  process. 

C.  Stanley  Lowell 

Silver  Spring,  Maryland 

Do  you  not  support 

the  American  Constitution 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  with  reference  to  the  editorial 
“Another  test  for  church-related 
schools”  (TM/  UMR,  April  18). 

Surely  you  must  know  that  our  church 
today  would  not  have  the  freedom  it  has 
if  we  did  not  have  our  great  American 
Constitution!  And  as  freedom-loving 
Americans,  we  should  always  support 
that  Constitution. 

Do  I  understand  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  does  not  support  that 
part  of  it  that  guarantees  complete 
separation  of  State  and  Church?  If  that  is 
true,  I  feel  that  I  will  leave  the  Methodist 
Church  after  a  50-year  membership. 

Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Edgar 

Uniontown,  Pennsylvania 

EDITORS'  NOTE:  The  UMC,  and  our 
publication,  affirm  the  Constitution  as  a 
whole,  and  the  First  Amendment  in 
particular.  The  proper  application  of  that 
amendment  is  open  to  different  in¬ 
terpretation.  Otherwise,  the  case  in 
question,  and  others  as  well,  would  not  be 
considered  in  our  courts. 

Weary  of  EMC  preachments 

To  the  Editor: 

Some  of  us  out  here  at  the  grass  roots 
level  are  getting  a  little  weary  at  the 
pious  preachments  of  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council.  Their  claim  that  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  acting  in  a 
“spiritually  imperialistic  and  colonial- 
istic"  manner  toward  the  churches  of 
Latin  America  is  ridiculous. 

Your  reporter  says  that  Dr.  Seamand 
read  from  notes  that  he  had  of  con¬ 
versations  with  Bishops  in  Chile, 
Argentina,  Brazil  and  Bolivia.  He 
asserted  that  these  Bishops  complained 
that  the  Board  would  resist  sending  the 
kind  of  missionaries  that  they  wanted. 
I’m  sure  that  Mr.  Seamands  knows  very 
well  that  no  missionary  goes  to  any  field 
except  at  the  request  of  the  national 
church,  and  for  those  things  that  they 
want. 

I  have  known  and  worked  with  three  of 
those  Bishops  for  over  twenty  years.  I  am 
still  in  correspondence  with  them.  And 
the  day  the  Board  can  intimidate  or  be 


PENTECOST  1975 


The  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  will 
meet  this  year  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  November  23  -  December 
10.  Its  theme  is  “Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites.”  As 
Presidents  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  we  ask  you  to 
pray  with  us  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
may  lead  all  of  us  and  our  churches  in  the  preparation  for 
this  Assembly  and  during  the  Assembly  itself. 

We  live  in  a  world  where  technology  is  offering  freedom 
from  limitations  under  which  men  have  suffered  in  the  past. 
But  our  economic  problems,  and  very  especially  the  fact 
that  millions  of  people  are  hungry,  demonstrate  that  we  are 
slaves  rather  than  masters  of  the  material  world.  We  will 
meet  in  a  continent  where,  in  the  last  fifteen  years,  political 
freedom  has  come  with  great  rapidity  for  many  people.  But 
there  as  elsewhere  many  do  not  yet  enjoy  this  freedom  and 
are  deprived  of  basic  human  rights.  Similarly  we  are  made 
aware  in  innumberable  ways  of  the  need  of  unity  for 
mankind,  but  we  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  overcome  the 
forces  making  for  conflict  and  war. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  these  things?  What  does  Jesus 
Christ  say  to  us  about  freedom  and  unity?  These  are  the 
questions  to  which  we  will  be  seeking  answers. 

Jesus  promised  His  disciples  that  the  Spirit  would  lead 
them  into  all  the  truth.  We  must  be  aware  of  the  ways  by 
which  the  Spirit  works.  What  can  we  learn  from  the  story  of 
Pentecost? 

“At  the  direction  of  Jesus,  the  disciples  waited  in 
Jerusalem.  There  were  many  other  important  things  they 
might  have  been  doing,  but  prayer  came  first. 

“When  the  Spirit  came  upon  them  they  shared  the  Good 
News  and  did  so  in  words  all  could  understand.  They  felt 
impelled  to  communicate  their  faith  and  were  given  the 
ability  to  do  it. 


A  message  from  the  Presidents 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 

“The  Spirit  spoke  to  them  when  they  were  together.  They 
heard  Him  as  a  community  of  believers  bound  together  by 
word  and  sacrament.  They  listened  to  Him  and  to  one 
another. 

“They  were  led  to  share  their  material  resources  so  that 
none  in  the  community  of  believers  should  go  hungry. 

“The  Spirit  at  times  required  of  them  surprising  and 
unpredictable  action.  They  found  that  through  the  Spirit  the 
Lord  inspired  them  to  act  boldly  and  imaginatively. 

“There  was  given  to  the  community  of  believers  the 
various  gifts  of  the  Spirit  which  enabled  them  to  be  effective 
witnesses  at  each  time  and  place. 

“Led  by  the  Spirit,  the  community  succeeded  in  carrying 
its  witness  to  Jerusalem,  to  Judea,  to  Samaria  and  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth.  The  Spirit  had  prepared  the  way.” 

Thus,  the  very  life,  witness  and  service  of  the  community, 
the  Church  as  the  Body  of  Christ  in  history,  depended  and 
depends  on  the  continual  invocation  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  our  ministry  to  a  world  which  seeks  freedom  and  unity, 
we  need  the  leading  of  the  Spirit.  On  this  day  let  us  covenant 
together  to  pray  and  wait,  to  listen  to  the  Spirit  and  to  each 
other,  to  witness  and  act  as  the  Spirit  directs,  and  to  trust 
the  result  to  Him  who  is  preparing  the  way. 

The  Presidents  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches : 

S.  W.  A.  Visser’t  Hooft,  Geneva,  Switzerland 

Dr.  Kiyoko  T.  Cho,  Tokyo,  Japan 

Patriarch  German  of  Serbia,  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia 

Bishop  Hanns  Lilje,  Hannover,  Germany 

Dr.  Ernest  A.  Payne,  Pitsford,  England 

Dr.  John  C.  Smith,  New  York,  USA 

Bishop  A.  H.  Zulu,  Eshowe,  South  Africa. 


schools:  State  aid  would  bring  state  rules 


imperialistic  toward  them  was  gone  25 
years  ago.  Let  Mr.  Seamands  quote  them 
directly  and  see  if  Carlos  Gattinoni  or 
Mortimer  Arias  or  any  other  bishop  will 
sustain  those  charges. 

These  are  serious  charges  in  a  day 
such  as  this.  It  involves  the  very  integrity 
of  the  relationship  we  have  had  through 
the  years.  Frankly,  I  will  never  believe 
them  until  I  hear  from  those  affected. 

Robert  L.  Schlager 
Santa  Rosa,  California 
Decision  on  evacuation 
of  orphans  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  April  25  issue  of  TM/UMR,  Dr. 
Harry  Haines  announced  that  UMCOR 
agreed  not  to  recommend  further 
evacuation  of  Vietnamese  children  to  the 
United  States,  but  instead  to  provide 
funds  of  the  reuniting  of  families  in  South 
Vietnam.  The  stories  in  the  daily  press  of 
mothers  begging  the  evacuating 
Americans  to  take  their  children  makes  a 
mockery  of  this  decision.  The  mothers, 
knowing  the  fate  of  the  children  under  the 
communistic  culture,  prefer  to  save 
them. 

In  the  April  18  issue  of  TM/  UMR 
“Mission  execs:  aid  Viets  responsibly,” 
Ms.  Peggy  Billings  and  Ms.  Adjali  ex¬ 
pressed  fear  that  the  news  coverage 
might  distort  the  situation  and  of  persons 
—  particularly  the  children  —  in  areas 
now  controlled  by  the  PRG-Viet  Cong 
These  mothers  did  not  need  news 
coverage  to  know  the  fate  that  awaited 
their  children,  and  the  people  there  know 
there  fate  without  news  coverage.  But 
apparently  Ms.  Billings  and  Ms.  Adjali 
don’t  want  us  to  know. 

Marian  Hemmings 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa 
Tell  us  about  it  now 
To  the  Editor: 

Why  don’t  you  have  some  of  your  anti¬ 
war  contributions  write  us  some  stories 
on  how  much  better  off  the  South  Viet¬ 
namese  people  are  since  we  ceased  our 
immoral  military  intervention. 

Bud  Smathers 
Waco,  Texas 

That9s  beyond  understanding 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  the  views  expressed  by 
Mrs.  F.  Byron  B.  Cory  in  the  April  18 
issue  of  TM/  UMR  pertaining  to  the 
statement  of  the  Bishop  Paul  Washburn 
regarding  our  activities  in  Vietnam  (see 
TM/UMR,  March  21). 

Bishop  Washburn  feels  American 
Christians  should  contribute  to  the 
rebuilding  of  North  Vietnam  (as  an  act  of 
contriteness,  I  suppose).  I  concur  with 
Mrs.  Cory,  that  this  individual  has  used 
ppor  judgment  and  would  hope  that  no 
such  Fund  for  Reconciliation  and 
Reconstruction,  that  he  mentions,  would 
be  organized.  I  absolutely  would  not 
contribute  to  it. 

It  is  ironic  that  the  day  after  reading 
the  TM/  UMR  article  containing  this 
outrageous  suggestion,  our  St.  Louis 
Globe-Democrat,  on  its  page  reserved  for 
religious  news,  should  carry  a  large 
headline  reading:  “Missionary  Work 
Halted  in  Vietnam.”  Seven  American 
missionaries  listed  as  missing  in  areas 
seized  by  the  Viet  Cong,  was  one  of  the 
items  listed  under  this  caption.  Also,  that 
the  Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance,  at 
work  in  Vietnam  for  64  years,  has  come 
to  an  end  for  an  indefinite  period. 

I  cannot  understand  how  Bishop  Wash- 
bum  can  watch  the  end  of  mission  work 
in  every  communist-dominated  country, 
and  then  condemn  the  United  States  for 
making  some  effort  (even  though  it  has 
proved  to  be  a  futile  one)  to  help  a  nation 
be  free  of  such  domination. 

Mrs.  M.  Woolverton 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Its  not  so  wonderful 

To  the  Editor: 

Tell  Joe  H.  Petty  from  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana  (TM/  UMR  letters,  April  25) 
that  if  he  thinks  so  much  of  communism 
and  Russia  and  all  their  ilk,  he  should 
pack  his  American-made  goods  and  take 
the  first  ride  across  the  waters  —  if  it  is 
not  in  any  more  than  a  “wash-tub"  —  and 
I’ll  buy  the  tub. 

America’s  motto  is  still  “In  God  We 
Trust."  To  use  his  phrase,  “Wouldn’t  it 
be  wonderful”  —  if  Mr.  Petty  got  con¬ 
verted  to  Christ  and  His  love?  I  am 


praying  for  him. 

Perry  E.  Pyle 
Brookville,  Pennsylvania 

EDITORS’  NOTE:  Mr.  Petty’s 
remarks  were  intended  as  satire. 

Why  publish  such  hatred? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  deeply  disturbed  by  the  “Wouldn’t 
it  be  wonderful”  letter  in  the  April  25 
issue  of  the  Reporter.  Disturbed  that  an 
organ  of  the  church  would  give  space  to 
such  an  expression  of  hatred.  True,  the 
writer  is  representative  of  a  large 
segment  of  our  people,  who,  blind  to  the 
dark  spots  in  our  own  history,  see  our 
system  as  lily  white  and  communism  as 
all  evil,  and  armed  might  as  the  only 
means  of  combatting  it.  But  should  such 
medieval  thinking  be  encouraged  by 
giving  it  publication? 

Bishop  Washburn’s  report  on  the  visit 
to  North  Vietnam  (March  1975  New 
World  Outlook)  gave  me  hope  that  our 
hatred'  policy  might  give  way  to  one  of 
understanding  and  conciliation.  Granted 
that  the  most  that  we  hear  of  com¬ 
munism  is  deplorable.  But  what  I 
question  is  that  it  can  be  combatted  by 
armed  might.  Too  long  we  have  un¬ 


successfully  followed  the  path.  Isn’t  it 
time  we  began  to  ask  “Why  com¬ 
munism?”,  and  try  to  combat  it  by 
correcting  the  causes  that  drive  people  to 
accept  it?  Could  evils  in  our  own 
capitalistic  system  be  furnishing  some  of 
those  causes? 

Let  us  begin  by  rejecting  the  idea  that 
all  communists  are  evil.  People  are 
people  the  world  over.  They  respond 
alike  to  oppression  and  mistreat  or  to 
love  and  sympathy.  Now  that  our  force 
method  is  failing  so  dismally  to  bring 
peace  to  the  world,  why  not  give  the 
Christ  method  a  trial? 

H.  Riffie 

Maysville,  Missouri 

Which  side  is  TM/UMR  on? 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  appalling  to  read  in  an  editorial  in 
TM/  UMR  April  25  the  following 
statement:  “Morally  indefensible  as  we 
believe  our  government’s  military  policy 
to  have  been  in  Vietnam  .  .  . 

Morally  wrong  to  go  to  the  aid  of 
helpless  people  trying  to  defend  them¬ 
selves  from  destruction  by  Godless 
communism? 

The  writer  refers  to  our  “supporting 

Here  I  Stand 


“Now  we  can  rescue  him!  Your  talking 
put  him  to  sleep.” 

military  destruction.”  Up  until  now  no 
one  has  advanced  the  theory  that  the 
South  Vietnamese  destroyed  their  own 
country.  What  logic! 

Which  side  is  TM/  UMR  on? 

William  Henry 
Dallas,  Texas 


The  Holy  Spirit  is  seen  in  our 
attitudes,  actions  and  assurance 


By  MRS.  RUBY  ARNETT 

After  the  Last  Supper,  Jesus  promised 
his  disciples  that  although  he  must  leave 
them,  “I  will  not  leave  you  desolate,  I 
will  come  to  you.”  He  would  return  in  the 
form  of  the  Counselor  or  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  be  with  them  forever.  This  promise 
was  first  fulfilled  in  the  miracle  at 
Pentecost. 

Fa-  2,000  years  people  have  not  been 
left  alone,  but  have  experienced  through 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  unseen  presence  of 
Christ  continually  at  work  with  them. 
Today,  as  powerfully  as  ever  before  in 
history,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  at  work  within 
the  lives  of  Christian  men  and  women. 
The  manifestation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
the  personal  experience  of  people  today 
is  demonstrated  through  our  attitudes, 
our  actions,  and  our  assurance. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  reflected  through  an 
enlightened  attitude.  We  have  the  un¬ 
shakable  belief  that  God  loves  us  beyond 
our  power  to  comprehend;  not  because 
we  deserve  it,  but  through  His  grace  is  it 
freely  given.  We  are  able  to  regard  all 
others  in  Christian  love,  to  see  the 
divinity  in  each  person  that  overcomes 
his  imperfections.  We  are  able  to  regard 
all  people  as  children  of  God,  and  to 
share  his  love  with  them. 

We  have  the  conviction  that  we  are 
here  on  earth  not  for  ourselves  alone,  but 
to  serve  and  glorify  God.  Although  we 
experience  a  glorious  freedom  as  free 
men  and  women,  our  liberation  has  to  be 
a  responsible  state.  We  become  aware 
that  everything  we  do  affects  our 
relationship  to  God,  our  relationship  to 
our  society,  and  determines  our  own 
sense  of  integrity.  As  we  experience 
God’s  love,  and  live  within  the  bounds  he 
sets  for  us,  we  have  a  peace  and  joy  that 
we  dare  not  hope  for. 

The  Holy  Spirit  demonstrates  himself 
in  our  lives  through  our  action.  Most 
people  go  through  life  having  many  good 
intentions,  but  never  getting  around  to 
doing  anything  about  them.  When  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  at  work  within  us  we  turn 
our  good  resolutions  into  good  deeds. 
Instead  of  thinking  how  nice  it  would  be 
to  say  a  comforting  word,  or  write  a 
grateful  letter,  or  to  make  a  personal 
commitment  of  our  lives,  we  are 
motivated  to  actually  do  these  things. 
There  are  times  when  thinking  good 
thoughts  alone  is  worthless.  In  times  of 
crisis,  when  a  physical  life  is  in  need  of 
saving,  or  a  soul,  definite  action  must  be 
taken,  not  just  thought  about.  If  we 
should  witness  a  terrible  accident  on  the 
highway  in  which  the  victims  are 
severely  injured  and  hemorrhaging,  we 
wouldn’t  drive  casually  by  and  think  how 
nice  it  might  be  to  help  them.We  would 
stop  and  give  them  first  aid  and  get  help 
for  them.  Similarly,  if  a  soul,  ours  or 
someone  else  s,  is  in  jeopardy,  we  don  t 
content  ourselves  with  idle  thoughts.  We 
make  a  personal  commitment  to  Jesus 


Christ,  or  we  witness  to  another  and  try 
to  bring  him  to  Christ.  The  Holy  Spirit 
gives  us  the  courage  and  the  power  to 
respond  with  Christian  action  instead  of 
only  fleeting  thoughts  and  intentions. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  reflected  in  our  lives 
through  our  assurance.  We  know  that  the 
universe  and  all  that  is  in  it,  including 
each  of  us,  is  under  the  dominion  of  God. 

We  have  the  belief  that  God  has  a  divine 
purpose  for  each  of  us  and  he  is  con¬ 
stantly  working  out  His  plan  within  our 
lives.  We  become  willing  and  eager  to 
follow  his  Divine  Guidance  and  to  fulfill 
the  reason  for  our  lives  on  earth.  In 
complete  trust  we  commit  ourselves  to 
the  will  of  God. 

Through  the  Holy  Spirit  we  experience 
a  kinship  with  God  that  we  could  never 
know  otherwise.  We  live  close  to  God, 
humbly,  and  in  obedience  and  devotion  to 

Qn  the  Tm/UMR  Beat 


Mrs.  Ruby  Arnett 

Him.  The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to 
witness  within  us  and  to  draw  us  to  God. 
Christ  said,  “And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from 
the  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me.” 
One  of  the  ways  he  accomplishes  this  is 
through  his  Holy  Spirit  dwelling  within 
us. 

In  this  assurance  that  God  has  a 
purpose  for  each  of  us  and  guides  us  to 
accomplish  it,  walking  in  close  fellowship 
with  Him  we  go  forth,  blessed  by  His 
love,  to  serve  in  His  world. 

"Here  1  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Mrs.  Ruby 
Arnett,  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Paul  UMC 
in  Temple,  Texas,  Central  Texas  Con¬ 
ference. 


The  joys  and  traumas  of 
moving  to  a  new  building 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

Last  week  I  made  some  observations  in 
this  column  about  people  who  act  like  the 
“Sesame  Street”  character  “Oscar  the 
grouch." 

This  week,  just  prior  to  our  annual 
rounds  to  many  of  the  UMC’s  annual 
conferences  across  the  country,  we 
picked  up  all  of  our  TM/  UMR 
operations  and  moved  them  to  a  new 
location. 

Perhaps  I  should  have  written  the 
piece  on  Oscar  a  few  weeks  earlier  or  a 
few  weeks  later.  The  traumas  of  trans¬ 
ferring  four  moving  vans  full  of  equip¬ 
ment  and  materials,  without  alleviating 
any  of  our  usual  weekly  deadlines,  have 
sorely  tested  our  endurance  and  our 
ability  to  remain  grouchless!  Hopefully, 
we’ve  completed  the  move  without  any 
unforgivable  lapses. 

Seriously,  our  new  facilities  are  not 
likely  to  make  your  edition  of  TM/  UMR 
look  any  differently.  Once  we  are  settled 
in,  however,  the  new  arrangement  should 
enable  us  to  do  all  that  goes  into 
producing  nearly  200  different  weekly 
editions  on  a  much  more  efficient  and 
economical  basis.  And  they  should 
provide  us  with  plenty  of  additional 
growing  room. 

For  the  past  six  years,  our  editorial 
and  circulation  offices  have  been  located 
at  2110-18  North  Akard  on  the  Northern 
fringe  of  downtown  Dallas.  During  this 
time,  we  went  through  four  different  ex¬ 
pansions  to  the  limits  of  that  space. 
When  we  began  doing  our  own  com¬ 
position  during  1973,  we  rented  an  ad¬ 
jacent  building,  and  went  through  one 
subsequent  space  expansion  there. 


During  all  of  this  time,  our  printer  has 
been  located  about  three  miles  away,  and 
our  mailer  in  still  another,  more  distant 
location. 

As  of  this  week,  we’ve  gotten  it  all 
together  under  one  roof  at  2216-30  San 
Jacinto  on  the  Northeast  fringe  of 
downtown  Dallas.  Our  newly  renovated 
29,000  square-foot  building  is  owned  by  a 
sister  publication,  The  Baptist  Standard, 
which  recently  built  and  moved  into  a 
new  building.  We  have  a  five-year  lease 
with  the  Baptists  for  our  building,  and  in 
turn  have  sub-leased  space  to  our  printer 
(Galaxy  Press)  and  mailer  (Bell  Mailing 
Company). 

The  new  arrangement  will  reduce 
substantially  our  amount  of  non¬ 
productive  travel  time  between 
locations,  and  provide  our  staff  with 
more  and  better  opportunities  to  monitor 
the  quality  of  all  phases  of  our  operation. 

Once  we  are  completely  settled,  we  will 
have  a  formal  open  house  and  invite  all  of 
our  friends  and  readers  who  can  to  come. 
Before  or  after  that  time,  we  invite  any  of 
you  who  happen  to  be  in  Dallas  to  come 
by  and  meet  our  staff  and  see  how  we  put 
your  church  paper  together. 

We’ve  come  a  long  way  as  a  paper 
since  our  present  pattern  of  operation 
was  established  10  years  ago  in  a  little 
five-room  farm  house  on  the  outskirts  of 
a  Dallas  suburb.  At  that  time,  we  had  a 
circulation  of  30,000  and  a  staff  of  10. 
Now,  our  circulation  has  surpassed 
313,000  and  we  employ  about  60  persons 
on  a  regular  basis.  With  God’s  help,  the 
best  still  lies  ahead. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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Program  gears  up  to  resettle  refugees 

UMCOR  enlists  local  church  help 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  Local  church  com¬ 
mitment  is  at  the  heart  of  a  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM¬ 
COR)  project  to  resettle  560  Southeast 
Asian  families  in  the  United  States,  a  top 
UMCOR  official  said  last  week  —  and  the 
commitment  is  already  evident. 

Forty-one  United  Methodist  churches 
had  stepped  forward  to  sponsor  a  family 
and  thirty  more  were  making  tentative 
plans,  Dr.  James  Thomas  said,  as  church 
relief  efforts  geared  up  despite  the  lack 
of  government  appropriations  to  help 
finance  them. 

Even  before  United  Methodist  bishops 
could  have  received  an  UMCOR  appeal 
issued  May  5  asking  their  support  for 


resettling,  “calls  began  to  come,”  Dr. 
Thomas  told  TM/  UMR  by  telephone. 
“We  are  well  into  our  first  phase  of 
matching  refugee  families  with  spon¬ 
soring  churches.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  were  the  first 
two  Protestant  denominations  to  take 
responsibility  for  specific  numbers  of 
refugee  families,  working  through 
Church  World  Service  (CWS),  relief  arm 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

CWS,  aiming  to  resettle  some  10,000 
Vietnamese  and  Cambodians,  is  one  of 
seven  religious  and  private  organizations 
which  have  agreed  to  find  places  for  an 
estimated  120,000  refugees  pouring  into 
the  United  States. 


the  church  today 


Woman  to  head  Divinity  School 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  The  Vanderbilt 
University  Divinity  School  will  become 
on  July  1,  the  first  American  theological 
seminary  to  have  a  woman  in  its  top 
academic  and  administrative  post  and 
she  is  a  United  Methodist. 

Dr.  Sallie  TeSelle,  41,  will  succeed  Dr. 
Walter  Harrelson,  as  dean  of  the  non- 
denominational  institution.  Dr.  Harrel¬ 
son  remains  on  the  seminary  faculty. 

The  dean-elect  is  a  member  of  the 
Edgehill  UMC  in  Nashville,  although  she 
was  raised  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  A 
native  of  Milton,  Miss.,  she  has  two 
children  and  her  husband,  Dr.  Eugene  A. 
TeSelle  Jr.,  is  a  professor  at  the  Divinity 
School. 

Women’s  Division  backs 
unconditional  amnesty 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J.  (UMC)  —  A 
call  for  complete  and  unconditional 
amnesty  for  objectors  to  the  war  in 
Southeast  Asia,  and  a  reaffirmation  of 
their  stand  on  abortion  rights  were 
issued  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  here  April  28. 

“We  believe  that  to  achieve  genuine 
reconciliation  abroad  and  general  am¬ 
nesty,  without  qualifications  or  con¬ 
ditions,  to  all  who  are  in  legal  or  other 
jeopardy  because  of  the  war  in  Southeast 
Asia  (is  necessary),”  the  women  said. 
The  reaffirmation  on  abortion  stated  that 
“we  believe  deeply  that  all  should  be  free 
to  express  and  practice  their  own  moral 
judgment  on  the  matter  of  abortion.” 

Committee  publishes 
‘Pass-It-On’  books 

NASHVILLE  —  The  church  has 
borrowed  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the 
early  Christians.  It  is  encouraging 
persons  in  the  Methodist  family 
everywhere  in  the  world  to  share  the 
faith  with  others. 

The  evangelism  committee  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  is  publishing 
three  “Pass-It-On”  books  —  small 
enough  to  be  read  at  a  single  sitting  and 
direct  enough  to  challenge  persons  for 
Christian  discipleship. 

Keith  Miller,  noted  author,  offers  his 
personal  testimony  in  response  to  the 
question  “How  Can  I  Find  God?”  A 
famous  interpreter  of  the  New 
Testament,  Dr.  William  Barkley,  writes 
“Who  Is  Jesus?”  And  the  third  book  has 
the  Australian  evangelist  Alan  Walker 


answering  “What  is  the  Meaning  of 
Life?” 

Each  church  member  is  challenged  to 
accept  10  copies  of  each  book  for  selling 
or  giving  to  persons  who  are  not  yet 
committed  Christians.  Tidings,  Box  840, 
Nashville,  Tn.  43215  will  handle  U.  S. 
orders. 

Faculty  reduces  salary 
to  aid  seminary  budget 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO.  —  The  24-member 
faculty  of  United  Methodism’s  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  here  told  the  Board  of 
Trustees  they  would  accept  a  10  per  cent 
salary  reduction  for  the  1975-76  school 
year. 

Dr.  William  C.  Case,  chosen  by  the 
faculty  to  speak  for  them,  said  the 
faculty  action  was  a  way  of  helping 
balance  the  school  budget  and  affirming 
a  confidence  in  the  future  of  the  school. 
Dr.  Case  also  said  the  faculty  was  con¬ 
cerned  in  not  reducing  the  size  of  the 
faculty  and  in  not  disrupting  the  in¬ 
terdisciplinary  team  teaching  program. 

The  trustees’  executive  committee 
adopted  a  budget  of  $1,000,022  for  the 
academic  year  and  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  contribution  of  faculty 
and  administration  toward  a  balanced 
budget. 

COCU  mutual  recognition 
endorsed  by  board 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A,  United 
Methodist  agency  responsible  for 
ecumenical  affairs  has  endorsed  an 
affirmation  on  “mutual  recognition  of 
members”  drafted  in  1974  by  the  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU). 

The  denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  adopted  a  petition  asking  the 
1976  General  Conference,  a  lawmaking 
body,  to  accept  the  COCU  document. 

COCU  is  made  up  of  nine  Protestant 
denominations  exploring  union.  The 
affirmation  of  mutual  recognition  of 
members  does  not  call  for  “common 
membership”  but  stresses  the  unity  of  all 
the  baptized. 

At  the  COCU  meeting  where  the 
document  was  issued,  the  United 
Methodist  delegation  opposed  it,  saying  it 
did  not  go  far  enough.  Once  it  was 
adopted,  the  church’s  delegations 
pledged  to  support  the  affirmation. 

If  endorsed  at  the  General  Conference, 
the  statement  will  commit  United 
Methodists  to  “work  toward  removing 
any  impediments  in  our  life  which 
prevents  us  from  receiving  into  full 
membership  all  members”  of  any  COCU 
Church. 


United  Methodists  capture 
Bicentennial  hymn  honors 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodism, 
long  known  as  a  hymn-Singing  denomi¬ 
nation,  is  apparently  no  slouch  at  turning 
out  hymn-writers  either. 

Seven  of  fourteen  new  hymn  texts  just 
approved  and  published  by  the  Hymn 
Society  of  America  for  the  U.  S.  Bicen¬ 
tennial  were  written  by  United 
Methodists  —  three  of  them  by  the  same 
person,  the  Rev.  H.  Glen  Lanier,  of 
Wilkesboro,  N.  C. 

The  new  hymns  were  chosen  from 
more  than  200  submitted  to  the  Society, 
according  to  an  announcement  here 
recently  by  President  J.  Vincent 
Higginson. 

Other  United  Methodists  whose  texts 
were  chosen  are  the  Rev.  William  W. 
Reid,  Jr.,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  Dr.  Hugh 
C.  Stuntz,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  former 
president  of  United  Methodist-related 
Scarritt  College;  Dr.  C.  Stanley  Thoburg, 
Melrose,  Mass.;  and  Mrs.  Carrie  Hitt 
Hardcastle,  Goodlettsville,  Tenn. 

Presented  as  “Hymns  for  America  - 
1976”,  the  national  and  patriotic  hymn 
texts  are  now  available  to  composers 
who  may  write  appropriate  tunes  as  the 
Society’s  contribution  to  America’s 
bicentennial  celebration,  Mr.  Higginson 
said. 

Three  of  this  year’s  United  Methodist 
“winners”  are  accustomed  to  seeing 
their  hymns  in  print. 

Mr.  Lanier,  pastor  of  Wilkesboro 
United  Methodist  Church,  is  a  veteran 
hymn-writer  and  published  poet  whose 
youth  hymn  in  1954  was  the  top  choice  in 
the  nation  that  year.  A  descendant  of 
American  poet  Sidney  Lanier,  he  is  now 
preparing  another  volume  of  poetry  for 
publication.  “If  God  hadn’t  called  me  to 
the  ministry,  I’d  be  an  English  teacher,  ” 
he  told  TM/  UMR. 

First  lines  of  Mr.  Lanier’s  winning 
texts  for  1976  are:  "America,  my 
homeland  fair,”  “God,  'neath  whose 
hand,  our  fathers  crossed  the  sea,”  and 
“Lord  of  nations,  God  Eternal.” 


“The  City  is  Alive  O  God,"  a  1974  Hymn 
Society  choice,  speaks  directly  to  the 
concerns  of  its  author,  Mr.  Reid,  pastor 
of  Central  UMC,  Wilkes-Barre.  He  is  now 
running  for  his  second  term  as  city 
councilman,  is  chairing  a  county 
bicentennial  task  force  and  serves  on  the 
executive  committee  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  His 
hymns  appear  in  various  American 
hymnals  as  well  as  in  a  hymn  anthology 
of  the  Church  of  England. 

Mr.  Reid’s  hymn  text  this  year  begins, 
“America,  how  great  the  dream.” 

Hymn-writing  is  a  Reid  family 
tradition:  Mr.  Reid’s  father,  retired  from 
United  Methodism’s  Board  of  Missions, 
is  executive  secretary  of  the  Hymn 
Society  and  has  himself  written  more 
than  100  hymns. 

Mrs.  Hardcastle,  81,  is  a  four-time 
“winner”  with  the  Hymn  Society.  She’s 
hoping  to  make  it  five:  when  she  learned 
that  next  year’s  Society  theme  is 
“aging,”  she  promptly  sat  down  and 
wrote  a  hymn  text  for  it.  A  former  office 
worker  and  president  of  Walkers  UMC’s 
women’s  society,  Mrs.  Hardcastle  has 
also  written  some  meditations  for  The 
Upper  Room. 

“Dear  God  of  all  creation,  may  we  thy 
people  be”  is  the  first  line  of  Mrs.  Hard- 
castle’s  bicentennial  hymn. 

Two  retired  United  Methodist 
missionaries  are  first-time  winners  for 
the  Society.  Dr.  Stuntz  served  in  Monte¬ 
video,  Uruguay,  Bolivia  and  Argentina 
for  many  years  before  becoming  presi¬ 
dent  of  Scarritt  College  for  Christian 
Workers  in  Nashville.  His  hymn  text  is 
entitled  “Thanks  be  to  Thee,  O  God 
above.” 

Dr.  Thoburn,  a  missionary  in  India  for 
40  years,  served  in  several  theological 
colleges  there  and  assisted  in  revisiing 
the  Hindu-language  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  Author  of  several  hymn 
texts  published  in  India,  he  wrote  “With 
trust  in  God,  our  fathers  framed”  for  the 
1976  Hymn  Society  collection. 


UMCOR  hoped  actual  resettlement 
could  begin  this  week,  Dr.  Thomas  said, 
even  though  there  was  still  no  word  about 
government  funding.  Congress  killed 
May  1  a  bill  that  would  have  freed  up  $327 
million  for  evacuation  and  initial 
resettlement  costs.  A  new  Senate 
measure  for  refugee  aid  was  still  pend¬ 
ing.. 

The  Ford  administration’s  request  for 
Congressional  funding  includes  some  $78 
million  for  the  expenses  of  the  religious 
and  voluntary  agencies  which  have 
agreed  to  find  new  homes  for  the 
refugees.  Hopefully,  Dr.  Thomas  said, 
government  aid  will  be  forthcoming  for 
programs  based  in  three  U.  S.  reception 
centers,  and  for  refugee  travel  costs 
between  the  centers  and  sponsoring 
communities.  "But  UMCOR  is  carrying 
on  anyway.” 

A  team  of  CWS  staffpersons  were 
working  at  two  of  the  centers  last  week  — 
Pendleton  Marine  Base,  Ca.,  and  Fort 
Chaffee,  Ark.  —  to  match  refugee 
families  to  local  church  sponsors. 

Dr.  Thomas  said  their  job  was  to 
equate  size  and  age  range  of  families, 
and  the  skills  of  the  family  breadwinners 
in  terms  of  jobs  available  in  the  spon¬ 
soring  area.  UMCOR  would  then  inform 


local  churches  about  families  and  arrival 
times. 

Churches  committing  themselves  to 
sponsoring  a  family  were  asked  to: 
receive  the  family  at  the  airport,  secure 
for  them  either  temporary  housing  with  a 
church  family  or  a  modest  apartment, 
and  help  the  breadwinner  find  em¬ 
ployment. 

They  were  also  expected  to  be 
responsible  for  the  family’s  first  month’s 
rent  and  living  expenses  until  the  first 
paycheck  is  received,  Dr.  Thomas  said. 

He  said  his  office  has  received  no 
adverse  reaction  to  the  refugee  reset¬ 
tlement  program,  and  that  UMCOR  of¬ 
ficials  are  “very  pleased”  with  the 
commitment  being  shown  by  United 
Methodists. 

In  its  letter  to  the  bishops,  UMCOR 
asked  that  they  make  known  to  local 
churches  in  their  areas  the  needs  for  500 
United  Methodists  to  sponsor  a  family. 
The  letter  noted  that  there  are  skills  in 
each  refugee  family,  and,  in  almost 
every  case,  at  least  one  English-speaking 
family  member. 

Other  religious  agencies  taking  part  in 
the  program  are  the  U.  S.  Catholic 
Conference,  the  Lutheran  Council  in  the 
USA  and  the  United  HIAS,  a  Jewish 
agency. 


Tears  for  deported  missionary 
SEOUL  —  Father  James  P.  Sinnott,  a  Roman  Catholic  MaryknoII  priest  from 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  bites  his  lip  while  supporters  try  to  restrain  him  as  he  heads  for  a 
car  to  take  him  to  Seoul  airport.  South  Korean  authorities  refused  to  renew  his  visa 
on  charges  of  having  engaged  in  “political”  activities  against  the  government  of 
President  Park  Chung  Hee.  In  a  departing  statement  before  leaving  Seoul,  Father 
Sinnott  said:  “As  a  priest  and  missioner,  1  am  bound  by  a  sacred  duty  to  speak  out 
against  all  forms  of  evil,  no  matter  what  the  consequences  to  myself.”  The  priest 
has  vowed  to  "talk  myself  hoarse”  about  the  injustices  and  denial  of  human  rights 
which  he  attributes  to  the  “repressive”  Park  regime  and  to  U.  S.  support  of  that 
regime.  / 

Father  Sinnott  went  to  South  Korea  in  1960  and  served  as  vicar  general  of  the 
Diocese  of  Inchon,  west  of  Seoul.  He  is  the  second  American  missionary  ousted  by 
the  Seoul  government  in  the  past  year.  Dr.  George  Ogle,  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman  who  spent  nearly  20  years  in  South  Korea,  was  deported  last  December. 
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TM/UMR  study  shows  rise  in  church  ‘assessments’ 

Apportionment  usage  hasn't  spurred  giving 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodist  decision¬ 
makers  at  the  national  level  have 
developed  a  simple  formula  in  recent 
years  for  increasing  giving  to  particular 
church  projects  and  causes  —  make 
them  a  part  of  the  “apportionment” 
system.  But  while  this  formula  has 
helped  specific  causes,  it  has  not  raised 
the  basic  percentage  of  giving  to  general 
church  causes  by  local  churches. 

That’s  the  tale  of  statistics  according  to 
figures  drawn  together  in  a  special 
TM/  UMR  study  this  week  of  church 
giving  over  a  six-year  period  from  1967 
through  1973  (see  related  editorial  on 
page  2). 

Apportionments  are  monetary 
“assessments”  which  local  churches  are 
asked  to  pay  for  projects  the  church 
supports  at  the  conference,  national,  and 
international  levels.  Under  the  ap¬ 
portionment  system,  each  local  phurc^i 
is  “taxed”  for  its  fair  share  of  funds 
needed  to  support  the  UMC’s  various 
connectional  programs.  Traditionally  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  a  few  high 
priority  projects  and  causes  have  been 
funded  through  the  apportionment 
system,  while  other  projects  and  causes 
have  been  funded  on  an  individual  basis 
through  direct  “voluntary”  appeals  to 
churches  and  individual  members. 

In  the  1967-1973  period,  apportioned 
askings  by  the  general  church  rose  by  93 
percent,  while  payment  of  ap¬ 
portionments  rose  by  68.66  percent.  Total 
giving  by  United  Methodists  for  all 
causes  and  projects  during  this  period 
rose  by  33.3  percent.  Support  for  non- 
apportioned  general  church  askings 
declined  in  proportion  to  the  increases  in 
apportionment  payments.  The  result: 
about  the  same  percentage  of  each  dollar 
given  by  United  Methodists  (five  per¬ 
cent)  is  going  to  the  general  church  now 
as  in  1968  when  apportionments  were 
much  lower. 

Figures  maintained  by  the  UMC’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  show  that  there 
has  been  almost  no  percentage  change 
during  the  six-year  period  in  (l)  funds 
retained  by  the  local  church,  (2) 'funds 
remitted  to  the  church’s  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  areas,  and  jurisdictions;  and 
(3)  funds  remitted  to  general  agencies 
(see  Table  A  on  this  page). 

A  change  has  taken  place,  however,  in 


Table  A  —  Summary 

1967-68  1969  1979  1971  1972  1973 

1.  Grand  total  paid  by  local  churches,  all  purposes  $701.5 

(in  millions  $) 

$800.4 

$819.9 

$843.1 

$885.7 

$935.7 

2.  Local  Church  (funds  retained  and  administered  at  local 
level  by  local  churches) 

78.3% 

78.6% 

78.7% 

78.6% 

78.7% 

3.  Jurisdictions,  Areas,  Annual  Conferences,  Districts  (funds 
remitted  by  local  churches  to  these  connectional  units  and  * 

retained  and  administered  at  these  levels) 

16.3% 

15.8% 

15.9% 

16.1% 

16.1% 

4.  General  Church  (funds  remitted  by  local  churches  through  * 

denominational  channels  to  general  church  agencies) 

5.4% 

5.6% 

5.4% 

5.3% 

5.3% 

*  Break-down  of  figures  for  1967-68  and  all  totals  for  1974  are  unavailable. 

the  method  by  which  local  churches  are 
being  asked  to  give  money  at  the  general 
church  level  (see  Table  B  on  this  page). 

Figures  show  that  in  fiscal  year  1962-63 
about  80  percent  of  all  funds  collected  as 
a  part  of  apportionments  were  going  to 
World  Service  —  the  traditional  back¬ 
bone  of  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
nectional  system.  (World  Servicq  is  a 
fund  that  is  used  primarily  to  support  the 
UMC’s  national  program  agencies  such 
as  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  which 
is  responsible  for  foreign  and  domestic 
mission  activities.)  In  1962-63,  this  fund 
was  paid  100  percent. 

By  1970,  World  Service  represented 
only  67  percent  of  all  United  Methodist 
apportionments,  and  in  1974,  only  53 
percent,  with  the  remainder  earmarked 
for  other  special  church-wide  projects. 

Another  fact  revealed  in  the  GCFA 
statistics  is  that  while  more  and  more 
projects  are  being  placed  in  the  ap¬ 
portionment  category,  local  churches  are 
paying  a  lower  percentage  of  their  ap¬ 
portionments  on  average  than  in  years 
past,  including  World  Service.  In  1973, 
World  Service  was  p«id  only  89.9  percent 
nationally. 

In  1962-63,  99.2  percent  of  all  ap¬ 
portionments  ($18,671,474)  was  paid. 
With  some  fluctuation,  the  percentage 
payments  on  all  apportionments  since 
that  time  have  shown  a  decreasing  trend 
which  hit  all-time  lows  in  1970 
($37,619,763)  and  1973  ($43,725,262)  at  84.2 
percent  (see  final  column,  Table  B). 

John  Schreiber,  an  official  in  GCFA’s 
department  of  statistics,  told  TM/  UMR 


dollar  going  to  the  general  church  has 
stayed  the  same,  the  figures  show  a 
definite  percentage  rise  in  apportioned 
funds.  “It  looks  like  the  trend  of  groups  is 
to  move  from  the  non-apportioned 
categories  to  an  apportioned  category,” 
he  said. 

An  example  is  the  Black  College  Fund. 
The  1972  General  Conference  made  it  an 
apportioned  item.  In  1973  it  received  $4 
million  and  in  1974  $4.5  million.  Its 
predecessors,  the  Negro  College 
Advance,  a  voluntary  crash  program  in 


1971-72,  received  less  than  $3  million  each 
of  the  two  years.  The  highest  that  the 
voluntary  Race  Relations  Day  Offering 
ever  reached  in  recent  years  was  one- 
half  million  dollars. 

Dr.  William  Likens,  associate  director 
of  the  Black  College  Fund,  said  he  was 
“very  encouraged”  with  the  response  of 
the  church  to  the  Black  College  Fund 
apportionment.  “It  makes  more  sense  to 
have  the  fund  apportioned,”  he  said. 
“The  apportionment  registers  the 
church’s  concern  for  priority  giving." 


Table  B  —  Apportioned  Funds,  General  Church 
[Apportioned,  Paid,  and  Percentage  Paid] 

World  Service  Total  General  Church  Apportionments 

[Including  World  Service] 


Year 

Apportioned 

Paid 

Percent 

Apportioned 

Paid 

Percent 

1962-63 

$15,000,000 

$15,004,502 

100.03% 

$18,671,474 

$18,530,786 

99.2% 

1963-64 

$15,000,000 

$14,920,690 

99.5% 

$18,697,145 

$18,478,395 

98.8% 

1964-65 

$18,000,000 

$16,919,751 

94.0% 

$22,358,524 

$20,927,689 

93.6% 

1965-66 

$18,000,000 

$17,659,050 

98.1% 

$22,441,632 

$21,847,012 

97.4% 

1966-67 

$18,000,000 

$17,635,290 

98.0% 

$22,521,207 

$21,922,380 

97.3% 

1967-68 

$18,000,000 

$17,469,840 

97.1% 

$22,666,135 

$21,832,826 

96.4% 

1969 

$25,000,000 

$22,268,425 

89.1% 

$31,403,043 

$27,887,160 

88.8% 

1970 

$25,000,000 

$22,412,127 

89.6% 

$37,619,763 

$31,673,510 

84.2% 

1971 

$25,000,000 

$21,450,642 

85.8% 

$37,715,677 

$31,889,195 

84.6% 

1972 

$25,000,000 

$21,956,798 

87.8% 

$37,790,8% 

$32,181,055 

85.2% 

1973 

$23,500,000 

$21,131,635 

89.9% 

$43,725,262 

$36,823,647 

84.2% 

1974 

$23,500,000 

$21,685,454 

92.1% 

$44,062,489 

$38,308,092 

86.9% 

that  while  the  total  proportion  of  each 

Curriculum  Committee  votes 

Youth  6 lifestyle 9  unit 
barely  misses  rejection 


Table  C  —  Percentage  Increases 

1967-68  to  1973  [6  years] 

Total  giving  all  causes  (apportioned 
and  non-apportioned )  33.3% 

Apportionments  assessed  by  general  church  93.0% 
Payment  of  assessed  apportionments  68.7% 


By  TOM  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  Communications 
NASHVILLE  —  The  narrow  approval 
of  a  proposed  undated  elective  study  unit 
for  youth  entitled,  “Looking  at  Alternate 
Lifestyles  from  a  Christian  Per¬ 
spective,”  has  prompted  the  editor  of 
United  Methodist  Church  School 
Publications  to  stop  production  of  a 
similar  unit  for  adults  scheduled  for 
release  this  September. 

When  the  motion  to  adopt  the  proposed 
youth  unit  by  the  denomination’s 
Program  Curriculium  Committee  was 
approved  by  only  a  three  vote  margin  (13 
to  10),  Dr.  Ewert  G.  Watts  said  he  was 
personally  unwilling  to  take  the 
responsibility  for  the  adult  study  unit.  It 
had  been  approved  previously  by  the 
Committee  and  is  now  being  printed. 

Dr.  Watts’  motion  that  the  adult  unit  be 
approved  by  a  two-thirds  mail  vote  was 
approved  by  the  committee.  If  the  mail 
vote  is  approved  within  the  next  few  days 
it  is  possible  that  the  September  release 
date  of  the  material  will  not  be  delayed 
The  Program  Curriculum  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  approves 
descriptions  of  units  for  use  in  all  church 
school  curriculum.  The  editors  are  then 
authorized  to  develop  resources  to  im¬ 
plement  those  descriptions. 

Severe  criticism  of  the  proposed  youth 
study  came  from  Dr.  Charles  R.  Britt, 
Auburn,  Ala.,  who  made  a  motion  for 


referral  which  was  defeated  by  one  vote. 
Dr.  Britt  said  the  proposed  study  outline 
included  the  danger  of  advocacy  for  non- 
Christian  styles  of  life  as  viable  alter¬ 
natives.  Dr.  Watts  and  other  members 
argued  that  both  the  adult  and  youth 
study  units  focused  on  the  examination  of 
alternative  lifestyles  “from  a  Christian 
perspective”  but  Dr.  Britt  was  critical  of 
language  which  might  imply  that  some 
options  such  as  homosexuality  and  “open 
marriage”  are  viable  alternatives  for  the 
Christian. 

In  other  action  the  Committee 
authorized  appointment  of  a  task  force  to 
draw  up  a  new  design  for  a  totally  new 
youth  curriculum  to  be  available  by  1980. 

The  Committee  also  authorized  the 
appointment  of  a  task  force  to  prepare  a 
description  of  a  new  confirmation 
resource  aimed  for  younger  children  as 
well  as  Junior  Highs,  for  whom  the 
current  resources  are  written. 

Dr.  Hugh  S.  Herbert,  Great  Falls, 
Mont.,  chairman  of  a  sub-committee  on 
confirmation  resources,  said  the  new 
i  “source  would  replace  “Discipleship,”  a 
book  which  has  drawn  particular  fire 
Turn  various  groups  and  persons. 

The  confirmation  committee  made  a 
decision  to  replace  “Discipleship”  not  so 
much  for  theological  reasons  as  practical 
concerns,  Dr.  Herbert  said.  “Most  of  the 
criticism  of  the  book  has  been  that  its  26 
chapters  are  too  long  and  that  the  story 
form  in  which  it  is  written  is  awkward.” 


Class 

ified 

Rate:  35c  per  ward,  figure  or  initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  an 
contract  adver  tslng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $4.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  tor  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  ter 
salary,  we  provlun  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 

AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 

Basic  to  advanced  seminar  Sept.  740. 
Advanced  to  professional  Sept.  28-Oct.  11. 
Master  design  seminar  Oct.  12-22.  Room, 
board  and  tuition,  all  materials  $530.  For 
brochure,  write:  P.  O.  Bos  460SM.  Santa  Fe, 

available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
pro  ride  very  rew arcing  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

New  Mexico  87501. 

FF.EF  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  ooritive 
quality  warmhearted  30-minute  radio  program 

Is  available  to  you  and  your  community 
without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility  Is  either 
to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated,  sponsored 
or  underwritten.  We  provide  the  tapm  com¬ 
pletely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour.  P.  O.  Box 
Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  SL  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 

(214  )  747-4540. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING  B.-J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllng  Dr., 
Waco,  Texas  78705.  Phone  (817)  799-5049. 

RENEWAL:  Bring  renewal  to  your  church. 
Sponsor  a  week  of  evangelistic  or  rev  1  vails  tic 
meetings  with  Rev.  R.  Alan  Streett.  Rev. 

FOR  FUND  RAISING  or  part  time  extra  In¬ 
come  SELL  Mlra-Kleer.  The  greatest  cleaner 
and  protective  treatment  for  all  hard,  smooth 
surfaces.  Easy  to  use.  Spray  It  on.  wipe  It  dry. 

Cost  $1.00.  12  ox.  bottle;  F.O.B.  Kansas  City. 

Mo.  —  sells  $2.00.  Generates  Its  own  repeat 
business.  Write  for  free  literature  or  send  $1.50 
for  sample  bottle  prepaid.  Boiles.  5204 
Catalina.  Shawnee  Mission.  Kansas  66205. 

who  desires  to  see  revival  Ores  burning  once 
again  within  the  church  of  Christ.  For  more 
Information,  write:  Streett  Meetings.  Inc..  Box 

242.  Flnksburg.  Mo.  21048. 

SECURE  APPROACH  TO  RETIREMENT 
LIVING.  Retire  In  Methodist  Home  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  or  overlooking  Lake  Merritt. 
Oakland.  If  you’re  In  good  health,  program 
Includes  comprehensive  medical,  delicious 
meals,  much  more.  Entry  fee  starts  at  $5000. 
with  monthly  charge  as  low  as  $342.  Write: 
Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif..  (408)  375-5125.  or  Lake  Park, 

,  1850  Alice.  Oakland.  Calif..  (415)  835-5511. 

MODEL  8000  ELLIOT  Addressograph 
machine.  Like  new.  Perfect  for  mailing  church 
news.  Sold  new.  $1895;  sale.  $775.  Wendell 
Tooley.  Box  700.  Floydada.  Texas  79235.  (80T 
983-3737. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Only  $2.50  postpaid.  No  c.o.d.’s' 
ellzabeth’s  Gift  House.  P.O.  Box  25351, 
Houston.  Texas  77005. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BE  AUTY’ 

ALPINE  HOLIDAY:  a  leisurely  16-day  tour  of 
Switzerland,  the  Italian  and  Austrian  Tyrol. 

|  and  Bavaria  with  tour  host  Bob  Sanders.  $1099 

from  Memphis  or  Dallas  on  July  28.  Brochure 
from  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours.  Box 

3129.  Waco.  Texas  76707. 

ATPRtCEs  YvjU 

C  AFFORD 

Flowers  usliion  Service 

Phone  (817)  MI5-9203;  Keene.  Texas  76059 
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Religious  leaders  urge  measures  to  combat  media’s  negative  effects 


By  Religious  News  Service 
As  violence  continues  to  dominate  the 
mass  media,  both  in  news  coverage  and 
in  fictional  presentations  via  film  an  ’ 
television,  physchologists  and  religious 
leaders  are  warning  of  its  dangers  and 
seeking  to  counteract  its  harmful  effects. 

There  have  been  several  recent  in¬ 
cidents  of  youtns  engapng  in  violent  acts 
that  were  directly  patterned  on  similar 
actions  shown  in  televised  movies.  And 
recent  studies  indicate  that  television 
violence  not  only  spurs  such  actions  on 
the  part  of  young  viewers,  but  also 
numbs  them  to  such  behavior  on  the  part 
of  other  persons. 

Violence-heavy  films  have  won  in¬ 
creasing  popularity.  “The  Godfather”  is 
the  top  grossing  film  of  all  time,  having 
made  more  than  $85  million  in  box-office 
receipts.  It  and  its  sequel,  “Godfather 
Part  II,”  won  Academy  Awards  as  the 
best  pictures  for.  1972  and  1974.  “Death 
Wish”  won  good  audiences  in  theaters, 
but  was  criticized  as  an  encouragement 
to  vigilante  action.  “Blaxploitation” 
films  have  been  censured  for  portraying 
black  “anti-heroes”  as  perpetrators  of 
crime  and  violence. 

Sociologists  are  still  pondering  the 
question  of  whether  media  violence  is  a 
cause  or  a  reflection  of  violence  in 
society  —  or  both. 

Violence  on  television  has  also  been 
connected  with  increased  attitudes  of 
fear  on  the  part  of  adult  viewers.  A 
recent  study  by  the  Annenberg  School  of 
Communications  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  found  that  persons  who 
watch  television  regularly  tend  to  over¬ 
estimate  dramatically  the  danger  of 
violence  in  everyday  life. 

Violence  among  younger 
students  increases 
Whereas  a  significant  proportion  of  the 
student  violence  that  plagues  the  United 


States  in  the  1960s  involved  colleges  and 
universities,  high  schools  seem  to  have 
become  battle  grounds  in  the  1970s  (as 
they  were  also  in  the  1950s). 

Results  of  an  18-month  study  released 
by  the  Subcommittee  on  Juvenile 
Delinquency  of  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  found  that  destruction  of 
school  property  in  757  school  districts 
cost  $500  million  a  year  —  the  amount 
spent  on  textbooks.  It  also  found  that 
more  than  100  murders  were  committed 
in  the  schools  each  year  and  at  least 
70,000  assaults  on  teachers. 

James  Harris,  president  of  the 
National  Education  Association,  feels 
that  the  student  violence  is  a  symptom  of 
violence  in  society  generally.  He  told  the 
Senate  subcommittee  that  students  “see 
that  violence  is  a  fundamental  way  of  life 
in  our  society.” 

Corporal  punishment  has  also  been 
connected  with  violence  on  the  part  of 
children.  A  policy  statement  adopted  by 
the  American  Psychological  Association 
contended  that  “the  use  of  corporal 
punishment  by  adults  having  authority 
over  children  is  likely  to  train  children  to 
use  physical  violence  to  control  behavior 
rather  than  rational  persuasion, 
education,  and  intelligent  forms  of  both 
positive  and  negative  reinforcement.” 

In  what  may  be  considered  an  attempt 
to  fight  fire  with  fire,  religious  agencies 
have  begun  using  mass  communications 
as  a  vehicle  for  promoting  non-violent 
techniques  of  problem  solving. 

United  Methodist 
Communications  plays  key  role 

United  Methodist  Communications  has 
been  working  with  counterpart  agencies 
in  other  denominations  to  produce 
television  spot  announcements  designed 
to  provide  models  for  “prosocial” 
behavior  among  young  viewers. 


Violent  films  gain  popularity 

In  a  scene  from  the  film,  “Death  Wish,”  actor  Charles  Bronson,  out  to  avenge  the 
savage  mugging  of  his  family,  faces  a  showdown  as  he  is  accosted  in  a  subway  by  an 
assailant.  The  movie,  which  palyed  to  large  audiences,  was  criticized  as  an  en¬ 
couragement  to  vigilante  action. 

Such  films  have  won  increasing  popularity.  “The  Godfather”  is  the  top  grossing 
film  of  all  time,  and  it,  and  its  sequal,  “Godfather  Part  II,”  won  Academy  Awards  as 
the  best  pictures  of  1972  and  1974.  “Blaxploitation”  films  portraying  black  “anti- 
heroes"  as  perpetrators  of  crime  and  violence,  have  been  released  with  ever- 
increasing  frequency.  religious  news  service  photo 


The  first  such  30-second  spot,  entitled 
“The  Swing,”  was  produced  in 
cooperation  with  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  and  released  last 
year.  It  begins  with  two  children  fighting 
over  a  swing  in  a  playground,  and  ends 
with  the  children  deciding  to  take  turns 
swinging  each  other. 

Ben  Logan,  who  heads  the  program  for 
United  Methodist  Communications,  says 
the  spot  has  been  used  on  at  least  250 
television  stations,  including  outlets  of 
the  three  major  networks.  He  said 
reports  from  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  which  is  the  distributor,  in¬ 
dicated  the  brief  film  has  received  five 
times  the  normal  use  of  public -service 
spots. 

Two  other  similar  spots  in  the  program 
are  being  produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  cooperation  with 
United  Presbyterian  and  Episcopal 
agencies. 

United  Methodist  Communications  is 
also  cooperating  with  the  non-sectarian 
Human  Development  Training  Institute, 
in  the  production  of  a  “Conflict 
Management  Curriculum”  for  use  in 
public  schools.  It  consists  of  three  short 
films  and  a  130-page  book  and,  like  the 
television  spots,  seeks  to  provide 
alternatives  to  violence  in  responding  to 
conflicts. 

Can  Christians  ever  condone  violence? 
The  World  Council  of  Churches,  which 
has  frequently  been  accused  of  doing  just 
that,  has  been  examining  the  theological 
aspects  of  violence  for  several  years. 

WCC  focuses  on  church’s  task 

A  1973  study  paper  produced  by  the 
WCC’s  Church  and  Society  Working 
Committee  cited  three  possible  options 
for  Christians  who  want  to  resist  unjust 
and  oppressive  political  and  economic 
power  —  non-violence;  use  of  violence  in 
extreme  situations,  judged  by  the 
criteria  of  a  “just  war;”  and  struggle  by 
those  caught  in  violence  to  reduce  the 
sum  total  of  violence  and  reach  for  just 
and  peaceful  relations  with  others. 

The  study,  entitled  “Violence,  Non¬ 
violence  and  the  Struggle  for  Social 
Justice,”  declared  that  Christians  are 
never  justified  in  some  forms  of  violence, 
such  as  torture  and  the  deliberate  killing 
of  non-combatants  in  war. 

Dr.  Philip  Potter,  general  secretary  of 
the  international  ecumenical  agency,  has 
been  authorized  by  the  WCC  Central 
Committee  to  secure  resources  to  assist 
churches  “as  they  seek  to  become  more 
effectively  engaged  in  nonviolent  action 
for  justice  and  reconciliation,”  and  to 
explore  possibilities  of  developing  “new 
kinds  of  crisis  intervention  ministries,  in 
close  relationship  with  churches  in  such 
crisis  areas.” 

With  the  assassination  of  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.,  in  1968,  some  social 
activists  have  questioned  the  efficacy  of 
non-violence  as  a  force  for  social  change. 
But  the  voices  of  doubt  have  been 
counter -balanced  with  those  of  Christian 
thinkers  who  continue  to  affirm  that  non¬ 
violence  can  and  must  be  used  by  the 
church  as  an  example  to  the  rest  of 
society. 


Churches  and  religious  agencies  are 
uniquely  equipped  to  play  significant 
roles  in  the  campaign  against  violence. 
And,  increasingly,  they  are  doing  so. 

Church  school 
materials  may 
reflect  shalom 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  United  Methodist 
church  school  materials  may  soon  reflect 
an  even  greater  emphasis  on  the  Biblical 
concept  of  peace  than  present 
curriculum  does.  That’s  a  message 
coming  from  the  committee  which 
develops  the  denomination’s  curriculum 
for  all  ages. 

Meeting  here  in  its  twice  a  year 
session,  the  Program  Curriculum 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
heard  a  special  appeal  to  incorporate 
guidelines  for  peace  into  the  writing  and 
editing  of  church  school  literature.  A 
delegation  from  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  presented  guidelines  which 
they  had  developed  and  used  in  teacher 
training  in  the  conference  for  the  past 
three  years.  (SeeTM/  UMR  article  April 
4.) 

The  proposed  guidelines  focus  on  the 
Biblical  concept  of  “Shalom,”  the 
Hebrew  word  meaning  peace.  The 
guidelines  state  that  shalom  is  an  all- 
inclusive  concept  which  includes 
•personal  experience,  life-in-community 
and  action  in  the  world.” 

In  the  presentation,  the  delegation 
emphasized  the  need  for  specific 
guidelines  on  peace  when  “our  children, 
youth  and  adults  live  out  their  lives  in  a 
culture  that  glamorizes  violence.”  They 
also  pointed  to  the  mandate  to  the  church 
to  seek  out  new  sources  of  peace  —  a 
mandate  contained  in  the  Bishops’  Call  to 
Peace  and  Self-Development  of  Peoples 
adopted  by  the  1972  General  Conference. 

The  committee,  chaired  by  Bishop 
Melvin  Wheatley,  Denver,  referred  the 
proposals  to  the  age-level  sections 
(children,  youth  and  adult)  for  con¬ 
sideration  and  incorporation  into  policy 
instructions  to  curriculum  editors  and 
writers. 

fPoem  of  the  Week 

Power  of  hope 
By  JA  YE  GIAMMARINO 
I  sing 

in  praise  of  hope 
that  makes  stars  visible 
to  blind  men  even  in  the  light 
of  day. 


A  moving  company  worker  rolls  boxes  of  TM/UMR  equipment  on  to  a  truck 
$  outside  the  newspaper’s  former  offices. 

|  Moving  day  for  TM/UMR; 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter  (TM/  UMR)  has  moved 
all  office  and  production 
operations  into  a  newly  renovated 
facility  at  2222  San  Jacinto  Avenue 
here  (see  related  article  on  page  2 
of  this  issue). 

The  building  incorporates  for  the 
first  time  under  one  roof  all  of  the 
business,  editorial,  typesetting, 
printing  and  mailing  operations  of 
the  newspaper. 

The  move  took  place  at  the  end  of 
the  newspaper’s  regular  weekly 
production  cycle  May  7.  Printing 
and  mailing  operations,  which 
work  under  contract  to  TM/  UMR 
and  sub-lease  sections  of  the 
newspaper’s  building,  had  com¬ 
pleted  their  individual  moves  a 
week  earlier. 

The  building  change  will  have  no 
effect  on  schedules  or  procedures 
used  in  the  production  of  con¬ 
ference  and  local  church  editions. 
TM/  UMR  mail  will  continue  to  be 
received  at  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas, 
75221. 


TM/  UMR  Receptionist  Sherlyn 
Bynum  answers  the  telephone  from  the 
floor  in  the  newspaper’s  empty  new 
building  while  desks  and  other 
belongings  were  being  unloaded  by 


TM/UMR’s  new  building  on  San  Jacinto  Avenue  houses  business,  editorial, 
composition,  printing  and  mailing  functions  of  the  newspaper. 


Interdenominational  effort  involves  five  faiths 

Suburban  VCS  gears  up  for  third  summer 


V iolence  spurs  church  action 


Bishop  Muzorewa  asks 
positive  support  from  U.S. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
Invites  You  On  A 
Holy  Land  Cruise! 

More  than  three-fourths  of  the 
spaces  are  sold,  but  there  is  still 
room  for  others ! 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


The  luxurious  ship  will  be  your 
home  for  the  entire  trip.  No  frantic 
packing  and  unpacking.  Each 
stateroom  has  a  private  bath  and 
telephone,  and  the  food  is  bountiful 
end  delicious.  The  trip  is  from 
Houston  to  Houston,  by  chartered 
airplan •».  We  will  visit  Rome, 
NapU  Sphesus.  Patmos,  Rhodes, 
The  Holy  Land.  Baalbek, 
Damascus.  Beirut,  Egypt,  the 
Pyramids.  Athens  and  Corinth. 
Air-conditioned  buses  and  com¬ 
petent  guides  will  meet  our  ship  at 
every  stop.  Dr.  William  B.  Tolar, 
outstanding  Bible  historian,  will  be 
with  us  for  daily  lectures  about  the 
places  we  will  visit.  You  will  be 
with  lovely  and  friendly  people.  Dr. 
David  Meier,  who  is  directing  the 
tour,  said  last  week.  “I  have  just 
returned  from  a  three  day  visit 
with  our  state  department  of¬ 
ficials,  and  they  assure  me  that  it 
is  now  safer  to  go  to  the  Middle 
East  than  it  has  been  in  the  past  25 
years." 

The  dates  are  July  29  -  August  12. 

The  cost  is  from  $1399. 

For  information  write; 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
First  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street 

Houston,  Texas  77002 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  On  a 
surprise  visit  to  the  U.S.,  his  first  since 
1972,  the  bishop  who  heads  the  major 
black  nationalist  movement  in  Rhodesia 
called  on  the  U.S.  to  clarify  its  support 
for  his  people’s  struggle  for  democratic 
majority  rule. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  of  Salisbury  met  the  press  at 
the  U.S.  State  Department  following  a 
meeting  with  Undersecretary  for  African 
Affairs,  Nathaniel  Davis. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  is  president  of  the 
African  National  Council  of  Zimbabwe 
(African  name  for  Rhodesia).  ANC  is  a 
nationalist  "umbrella”  organization 
opposing  the  minority  government  of  Ian 
Smith.  Rhodesia  has  fewer  than  300,000 
white  and  6  million  blacks. 

He  told  a  New  York  press  conference 
that  if  efforts  at  constitutional  change 
within  Rhodesia  do  not  liberate  600,000 
blacks  from  white  minority  oppression 
then  armed  exiles  outside  will  do  the  job. 

But,  he  said  in  a  prepared  statement, 
ANC  has  “properly  affirmed  a  double 
strategy.  We  will  pursue  an  internal 
policy  of  non-violence  and  there  will  be 
an  external  policy  to  protect  our  people 
from  the  violence  of  the  Smith  govern¬ 
ment.” 

“We  now  say  it  is  Christian  to  defend 
oneself,”  he  said  in  response  to  a 
question,  explaining  that  ANC  adopted 
the  double  strategy  only  last  December. 

As  part  of  a  package  worked  out  in 
Zambia  by  heads  of  black  African  states 
and  Rhodesian  representatives,  Mr. 
Smith  was  to  release  political  prisoners 
and  exiled  liberation  groups  were  to  stop 
guerrilla  raids. 

The  bishop  and  several  ANC 
colleagues,  including  the  Rev. 
Ndabaningi  Sithole,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  clergyman,  came  to  the  U.S.  to 
consult  with  church  and  government 
officials  following  a  meeting  of  the 
Britisu  Commonwealth  in  Jamaica. 

On  the  eve  of  the  bishop’s  arrival  in  the 
U.S.,  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  which  helps  to  support 
the  small  Rhodesian  United  Methodist 
Church,  reiterated  its  support  for  black 
majority  rule  in  Rhodesia. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  said  there  are  six 
actions  the  U.S.  government  can  do  to 
help  his  people.  Among  those  are  to  stop 
the  importation  of  Rhodesian  chromium, 


to  close  the  Rhodesian  Information 
Office  in  Washington,  curtail  American 
investments  in  southern  Africa  and  bar 
U.S.  tourism  in  Rhodesia. 

“We  are  asking  you  to  bind  up  and  to 
strengthen  the  moral  fiber  of  your  nation 
so  that  it  can,  as  the  leader  of  the  free 
world,  have  the  strength  to  deal  with  the' 
great  problems  confronting  civilization 
today.” 

He  said  the  black  struggle  in  his 
homeland  is  aimed  at  “immediate 
majority  rule,”  and  added  that  the  goal  is 
not  negotiable. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  and  the  ANC  are 
attempting  to  set  up  constitutional  talks 
with  the  Smith  regime.  The  arrest  of  Mr. 
Sithole  in  early  March  caused  a  post¬ 
ponement  of  the  talks. 

“It  is  important  that  the  American 
people  understand  how  U.S.  involvement 
in  southern  Africa  supports  the  sup¬ 
pression  of  the  majority  population  in 
Zimbabwe.” 

The  bishop  said  he  believes  the  U.S. 
supports  the  freedom  and  dignity  of 
Zimbabwian  blacks  oppressed  by  the 
“racist  regime  of  Ian  Smith.”  “We  are 
here  because  we  have  confidence  that  the 
desired  role  of  the  U.S.  in  southern  Africa 
is  one  concerned  with  U.S.  support  for 
democratic  principles.” 

He  suggested  that  since  he  believes 
Rhodesia  will  eventually  be  an  in¬ 
dependent  black  nation,  U.S.  industry 
and  military  interests  should  want  to 
review  current  policies. 

Current  attitudes  and  actions,  he  said, 
will  determine  how  the  future  black 
governments  relates  to  the  U.S. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  said  that  black 
churches  in  his  country  are  deeply  in¬ 
volved  in  the  liberation  movement  Dut 
that  the  contribution  of  white  churches  is 
“almost  nil.” 

The  plight  of  black  Rhodesians,  he 
said,  is  political,  theological  and  moral. 
He  asked  for  the  support  of  American 
Christians. 

“The  non-violence  stance  which  I  have 
taken  before  the  many  forms  of  violence 
and  brutality  of  the  racist  Smith 
government  is  possible  only  because  of 
my  commitment  to  the  full  Gospel,”  the 
bishop  declared.  “I  must  hasten  to  add 
that  the  full  Gospel  propels  us  as 
Christians  to  be  concerned  about 
mankind’s  total  experience.” 


By  BARB  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

OSSEO,  Minn.  —  What  happens  when 
five  local  churches  of  five  different 
denominations  decide  to  combine  into 
one  cooperative  Vacation  Church  School 
for  the  whole  family? 

That  was  the  big  question  here  two 
years  ago  when  the  Osseo  Ministerial 
Association  began  toying  with  the  idea. 

And  when  the  plan  was  presented  to  the 
public,  five  of  this  Minneapolis  suburb’s 
eight  congregatons  gave  the  joint  VCS 
their  ‘yes’  vote. 

Results?  United  Methodist,  Assembly 
of  God,  Baptist,  Lutheran  and  Nazarene 
Christians  of  all  ages  have  discovered 
that  they  “share  many  of  the  same 
thoughts,  feelings  and  philosophies,” 
said  the  Rev.  Jerome  Shepler,  pastor  of 
Osseo  United  Methodist  Church. 

Ms.  Marion  Livingston,  also  a  United 
Methodist  and  administrator  of  this 
year’s  program,  added:  “Working  with 
Christians  from  other  churches  builds  up 
one’s  own  faith  and  beliefs.” 

That  the  experimental  venture  is  en¬ 
tering  its  third  year  proves  the  VCS  has 
reaped  some  tangible  rewards  as  well. 

•  Participants  seem  to  have 
cultivated  a  healthy  new  respect  for 
other  religious  traditions,  finding  that 
“there  are  common  areas  in  Christianity 
and  Scripture  which  can  be  approached 
without  stepping  on  one  another’s 
theological  toes,”  1973-74  director  James 
E.  Minor  observed. 

•  The  experience  has  served  as  a 
catalyst  for  community  outreach. 
“Emphasizing  points  on  which  we  agree 
rather  than  those  on  which  we  don’t 
agree”  is  the  key  to  the  project’s  success, 
Mr.  Shepler  explained. 

•  Pooling  volunteer  efforts  from  five 
congregations  multiplies  staff  quality 
five-fold. 

•  Meeting  at  a  secular  location  — 
Osseo  Junior  High  School  —  offers  both 
topnotch  facilities  and  a  graphic  example 
of  how  Christianity  can  be  alive  and 
thriving  outside  the  church  sanctuary. 

Nearly  300  persons  were  involved  in  the 
cooperative  VCS’s  trial  run.  Last  year 
that  number  mushroomed  to  over  450, 
and  1975  pre-registration  records  in¬ 
dicate  that  enrollment  for  the  June  9-13 
event  should  hit  the  600  mark. 

Participation  is  not  limited  to  the  five 
congregations,  and  several  members  of 
other  Osseo  churches  have  taken  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  unique  VCS  opportunity. 

A  major  problem  surfaced  during  the 
joint  VCS’s  first  two  years.  Although  the 
program  was  inaugurated  by  Osseo’s 
clergy,  the  already -too-busy  pastors  soon 


found  themselves  bombarded  by  extra 
details  —  busing  and  insurance 
arrangements,  staff  recruitment  and  the 
like. 

Because  of  this  ministerial  over-load 
and  because  lay  enthusiasm  for  the 
project  continues  to  grow,  VCS  ’75  will 
proceed  on  a  new  tack:  total  lay 
leadership. 

One  early  challenge  VCS  planners 
encountered  was  designing  curricula 
that  would  be  “adaptable  to  the  broad 
spectrum  of  theological  traditions 
represented  in  the  community,”  Mr. 
Minor  recalled. 

The  wide  range  of  materials  on  this 
summer’s  agenda  reflects  a  conscious 
effort  to  meet  that  challenge. 

Study  for  junior  and  senior  highs  will 
focus  on  contemporary  youth  issues  and 
will  utilize  dramatic  and  musical 
presentations  and  special  guest 
speakers. 

All  five  congregations  helped  set  the 
pace  for  this  year’s  adult  course  selec¬ 
tion,  via  a  survey  of  needs  and  interests. 


IRRITATED 

EYELIDS? 

Bathe  them  with  LAVOPTIK,  the  Medicinal 
Eye  Wash.  Soothes  and  relieves  sore,  burning, 
itching  eyelids;  relaxes  tired  eyes.  For  de¬ 
pendable  eye  comfort  insist  on  LAVOPTIK 
Eye  Wash,  eye  cup  included  at  your  druggist. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


Late  Model  Used 

School  Buses 

,  36-66  Passenger 

CARR'S  Import  Motors 
Phone  (813  )  752-7301 
Plant  City,  Fla.  33564 

National  Pulpit 
ExchangeLaunched 

Now  a  national  clearing  house 
exists  for  short-term  pulpit  ex¬ 
changes  anywhere  in  the  U.S.A. 
Pastors,  for  a  minimal,  tax- 
deductable  outlay  you  can;  travel, 
share,  spiritually  grow  and  benefit. 
Leave  knowing  you  are  covered  by 
an  experienced  pastor.  Recom¬ 
mended  by  national  church 
leaders.  The  NPE  cares,  arranging 
your  exchange  in  the  smallest 
detail.  Write;  NPE.  Box  374. 
Gatlinburg,  TN.  37738. 


An  initial  slate  of  12  studies  was  whittled 
to  four:  Christian  Family  Relations; 
Drugs,  Alcohol  and  Christ;  Prayer,  and 
The  Holy  Spirit  in  My  Life. 

During  the  cooperative  VCS’s  ex¬ 
perimental  stages,  its  coordinators 
adopted  “GIFT:  Growing  In  Faith 
Together"  as  its  acronym. 

Today,  nurtured  by  community-wide 
response  and  support,  what  was  planted 
as  a  seed  of  thought  by  Osseo’s  clergy  has 
indeed  blossomed  into  a  genuine 
“Growing  In  Faith  Together.” 

A  Four-Year-Old 
Has  Problems, Too! 


Teresa  lives  in  India.  Her  father 
is  dangerously  insane  and  her 
mother  can’t  keep  her,  so  we  took 
the  child  into  our  orphanage.  Now 
we  need  a  sponsor  for  her  to  help  us 
feed  her  with  bread  for  body  and 
spirit. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Theresa  or  some 
other  deserving  child  in  one  of  our 
orphanages  in  India,  Sarawak,  or 
Korea  will  be  a  rewarding  project 
for  an  individual  or  a  group.  We 
will  send  you  full  information  on 
“your”  child,  and  you  may  write 
him  if  you  wish. 

You  will  not  be  asked  to  sign  a 
contract.  The  cost:  Still  just  $10  a 
month.  Now  in  its  tenth  year, 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  is 
approved  by  the  IRS. 


1  month - s  Full  year. 
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State  &  Zip _ _ — 

WRITE  TO:  Rev.  A  Mr*.  Albert  E.  Pur- 
▼lance,  WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  Inc..  Box  SM. 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  82801. 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $3.00  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
reouests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 
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Conference 
May  27-30 
Centenary 
College 
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ekend  mission  brings  enthusiastic 
response  in  Lafayette  District 


July  21-24.  197. 5 


Conference  Pastor’s  School 
will  feature  “The 
Enrichment  of  Worship” 
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Some  mission  interpreters  who  participated  in  the  Mission 
Impact  Weekend  in  the  Lafayette  area  are  pictured,  from 
left:  Rev.  Spiller  Milton;  Rev.  Kenneth  McDowell;  Mrs.  Inez 
Chrisentery;  Jerry  Bridges;  Dr.  Kenneth  McIntosh;  Rev. 


This  picture  shows  a  group  of  Mission  interpreters,  from 
left:  the  Reverends  James  Brinks.  R.  E.  Walton.  Kenneth 
McDowell.  Lee  Chupco.  Ray  Holt.  John  Koelemay.  Roger 
Dale  Lathan. 


James  J.  Caraway,  host  pastor. 

Twelve  mission  interpreters  who  have 
served  the  cause  of  Christian  Mission 
throughout  the  world  gathered  in  the 
Lafayette  area  the  weekend  of  April  25- 
27.  On  the  first  evening  they  were 
presented  at  a  Lafayette  District  Mission 
Rally  at  Asbury  UM  Church  in  Lafayette. 

The  Mission  Rally  served  as  a  kick-off 
for  a  Mission  Impact  Weekend  which 
involved  United  Methodists  in  the 
Lafayette  area.  Dr.  Kenneth  B. 
McIntosh,  field  representative  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  was  the 
featured  speaker  at  the  rally.  The  Rev. 
Kenneth  G.  McDowell,  Lafayette  District 
Superintendent,  presided. 

During  the  weekend  mission  in¬ 
terpreters  spoke  at  various  churches  in 
the  area.  Most  congregations  had  the 
opportunity  to  hear  the  presentations  of 
two  or  more  of  the  mission  interpreters. 

Mission  interpreters  who  presented 
district,  conference,  national  and  world 
mission  institutions  and  projects  in 
addition  to  Doctor  McIntosh,  were:  Dr. 
Myong  Gul  Son  of  Korea;  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Alfredo  Nanez  of  the  Rio  Grande 


(Spanish  work)  Conference;  Dr.  James 
Brinks  who  has  served  as  a  missionary  in 
Sarawak;  the  Rev.  U.  S.  Gray, 
missionary  to  Liberia;  the  Rev.  Lee 
Chupco  of  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Con¬ 
ference;  the  Rev.  R.  E.  Walton  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans;  Jerry  Bridges  of  the  MacDonell 
Children’s  Home  in  Houma;  the  Rev. 
Spiller  Milton  of  the  Dulac  Community 
Center,  the  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  who  has 
served  as  a  missionary  to  the  Philippines 
and  now  is  in  the  Spanish  work  in  New 
Orleans;  and  the  Rev.  John  Koelemay  of 
the  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 

This  event  was  the  first  of  its  type  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  according  to 
Lafayette  district  spokesmen.  Because  of 
the  large  number  of  churches  par¬ 
ticipating,  more  missionaries  were 
brought  into  the  Lafayette  area.  This 
made  it  possible  for  the  small  churches  to 
take  part  on  the  same  level  as  the  large 
churches.  Churches  which  participated 
in  the  Weekend  Mission  were:  Asbury, 
Davidson,  First,  Ivanhoe,  and  Mallalieu 
(all  in  Lafayette);  Rayne;  Crowley; 


Louisiana  Memorial  and  St.  Mark’s  in 
Opelousas;  Mallalieu  in  St.  Martinville; 
Abbeville;  and  First  Church  and  St 
James  in  New  Iberia. 


Around  Our  Conference 


A  Youth  Caravan  of  15  youth  from  First 
UM  Church  in  Shreveport  were  at  the 
Vivian  UM  Church  to  offer  a  special 
program  for  Junior  and  Senior  High 
youth  on  May  9-10.  Leader  of  the  event 
was  Benny  Vaughan,  director  of  Mid¬ 
dle/  Senior  High  Youth  Ministries  at  the 
Shreveport  church.  The  Caravan  Team  is 
a  youth  witness  team.  They  include 
music,  song,  drama,  conversation, 
Reach  Out  contemporary  worship,  and 
many  other  imaginative  forms  of  wit- 


the  note  in  31/.*  years  will  enable  the 
congregation  to  move  forward  with 
building  plans.  The  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
George  W.  Harbuck,  under  whose 
leadership  more  than  400  new  members 
have  been  received  in  the  past  four 
years,  according  to  a  spokesman  of  the 
church. 


Dr.  Ben  Oliphint,  Dallas,  Texas,  will 
preach  at  St.  Paul’s  UM  Church,  Monroe, 
on  June  8.  Doctor  Oliphint  was  the  first 
pastor  of  the  church  and  served  there  for 
13  years.  The  special  occasion  will  in¬ 
clude  recognition  of  the  church’s  charter 
members,  and  luncheon  will  be  served  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall  following  morning 
worship. 


George  Shepherd  has  recently  joined 
the  staff  of  First  UM  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  according  to  an  announcement 
from  Scarritt  College,  from  which  he 
received  the  Masters  Degree  recently. 
Mr.  Shepherd  will  be  the  Director  of 
Christian  Education  at  the  church. 


Friends  of  Mrs.  A.  D.  George  will  be 
saddened  to  know  that  she  has  had  to 
return  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  for  an 
injured  hip.  Many  friends  of  the  late 
Reverend  George  and  Mrs.  George  may 
wish  to  write  to  her  at  Forrest  General 
Hospital,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.  39401.  (The 
Georges  served  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  for  more  than  50  years.) 


United  Methodist  Women  of  Asbury 
Church,  Clinton,  sponsored  their  First 
Calendar  Tea  recently.  The  Rev.  James 
A.  Smith,  pastor,  notes  that  the  tea  “was 
a  success  both  spiritually  and  finan¬ 
cially.” 


Dr.  Ben  Oliphint,  Pastor 
First  UM  Church,  Dallas 


Announcement  has  come  from  Gretna 
UM  Church  that  all  indebtedness  on  the 
new  Church  property  has  been  paid  in 
full.  Herb  Moffatt,  treasurer  of  the 
Church’s  Board  of  Trustees  informed  the 
membership  of  this  milestone.  The  4.9 
acre  lot  was  purchased  in  1971  for 
$143,000.,  with  a  15-year  note.  Paying  off 


The  Rev.  Alfred  A.  Knox 


dies  in  Little  Rock 


Belated  news  of  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
Alfred  A.  Knox,  has  been  received  in  this 
office.  Editor  of  the  ARKANSAS 
METHODIST  and  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  for  12  years  before  ill 
health  forced  him  to  relinquish  the  post  in 
1973,  he  died  in  Little  Rock  on  April  24. 
This  newspaper  joins  his  many  friends  in 
mourning  his  death. 


Other  outstanding  leadership  includes: 
Dr.  H.  Grady  Hardin,  professor  of 
worship  and  preaching,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology;  Dr.  Zan  Wesley  Holmes,  Jr., 
associate  professor  of  practical  theology 
and  associate  director  of  the  Intern 
Program,  Perkins,  and  pastor  of  St.  Luke 
UM  Church,  Dallas,  Texas,  Dr.  Carlton 
R.  Young,  professor  of  church  music, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 


The  1975  Pastor’s  School  will  officially 
begin  at  1:30  p.m.  on  July  21,  with  Dean 
Abraham  Davis  presiding.  A  varied 
program  has  been  set  up,  and  the  1975 
School  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most 
exciting  and  informative  ever  held. 


Pictured  here  are  Dr.  Myong  Gul  Son, 
the  Rev.  U.  S.  Gray,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Alfredo  Nanez,  who  took  part  in  the 
weekend  mission. 


Housing  will  be  in  the  college  dor¬ 
mitories.  A  complete  schedule  and 
detailed  information  will  appear  in  a 
later  issue  of  this  newspaper. 


Dr.  W.T.  Handy ,  Jr.  to  address 


St.  Mark  United  Methodist  men 


St.  Mark  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is 
holding  its  Annual  Celebration  of  The 
United  Methodist  Men  on  Sunday  mor¬ 
ning,  May  25,  and  the  guest  preacher  for 
the  occasion  will  be  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  T 
Handy,  Jr. 

Well  known  throughout  the  Conference. 
Dr.  Handy  is  currently  the  Vice- 
President  for  Personnel  and  Public 
Relations  and  E.E.O.  Officer  of  the 


United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  He  is  a  former  pastor  of 
St.  Mark  Church. 

Willard  B.  Chrisentery,  President  of  St. 
Mark  United  Methodist  Men,  notes  that 
the  special  occasion  involves  the  total 
church  in  celebration  and  program.  A 
fellowship  hour  will  follow  the  worship, 
The  Rev.  Robert  Williams  is  pastor  of  St. 
Mark. 


First  Street  Church,  New 
Orleans,  notes  significant  events 


United  Methodist  Women  of  McGuire 
Church,  West  Monroe,  held  a  Spiritual 
Life  Retreat  recently  at  the  home  of  a 
member,  Mrs.  Jack  Dew.  Women  from 
five  congregations  participated.  A  Youth 
Retreat  was  also  held  in  the  Dew  home, 
with  many  youth  participating.  Mrs. 
Charles  Flowers  is  youth  counselor.  The 
Rev.  John  Sewell  is  pastor  of  the 
McGuire  church. 


Broadmoor  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
has  budgeted  a  $2000  gift  for  UMCOR  to 
help  feed  the  hungry  people  of  the  world, 
and  according  to  Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire, 
Pastor,  this  is  intended  as  an  annual 
project.  The  accompanying  photograph 
shows  the  pastor  with  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Stonecipher,  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Missions  of  the  church  looking 
at  the  record  of  this  newest  Advance 
Special.  The  church  also  helps  to  support 
two  Black  church  projects  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  two 
missionaries,  and  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
work. 


Among  those  who  participated  in  First  Street  Church's  annual  Men’s  Day  were, 
from  left:  the  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis,  pastor;  Dr.  Major  J.  Jones,  president, 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  Atlanta,  the  featured  speaker;  George 
Washington,  church  member  who  received  the  United  Methodist  Men's  annual 
award  for  "Churchmanship";  Albert  L.  Pulley,  president  of  UM  Men;  and  Allen  L. 
Brown,  Program  Chairman. 


Honored  at  First  Street  UM  Church, 
during  the  celebration  of  its  142nd  year, 
was  Mrs.  Belle  Whittington,  pictured 
here  receiving  a  plaque  from  Lay  Leader 
Allen  L.  Brown.  Mrs.  Whittington  age  95, 
was  honored  as  the  oldest  member  of  the 
congregation  and  "for  her  continuous, 
consecrated  and  conscientious  service  to 
the  church.” 


The  1975  Louisiana  Conference 
Pastor’s  School  has  been  scheduled  for 
July  21-24  at  Centenary  College,  and  the 
theme  has  been  designated:  “The 
Enrichment  of  Worship.” 


With  this  stimulating  emphasis,  the 
Pastor’s  School  Committee  has  planned 
the  program  with  the  idea  that  “worship 
is  the  central  act  of  the  Christian  Com¬ 
munity.”  The  Committee  notes  that 
“  .  .  .  a  new  awareness  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  worship  is  upon  the 
leadership  of  the  church  ...  our  leader¬ 
ship  this  year  can  help  ...  to  enrich  our 
worship  and  thus  our  lives.” 


With  this  dominant,  central  theme 
leaders  have  been  chosen  carefully  and 
invited  to  participate  in  guiding  the 
meeting.  Heading  the  group  is  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  who  will  take  part  in 
lecturing  and  discussion,  as  well  as 
serving  as  Celebrant  and  Preacher. 


Bishop’s  Message 


Recently  Mrs.  Crutchfield  and  I  were  privileged  to  attend  a  reunion  service  at 
the  Napoleon  Avenue  Church  in  New  Orleans,  where  the  guest  speaker  was  Dr. 
Phil  Deschner,  who  was  pastor  of  that  church  55  years  ago,  and  was  my 
associate  pastor  for  seven  years  only  20  years  ago.  Dr.  Deschner  is  now  en¬ 
tering  his  9lst  year,  but  is  quick  in  mind,  bright,  keen,  and  incisive  in  thought 
His  sermon  on  that  day,  delivered  to  a  packed  house,  was  inspirational  and 
informative.  The  years  apparently  have  not  taken  their  toll  on  Dr.  Deschner. 
We  enjoyed  visiting  with  him  at  a  dinner  occasion  and  in  company  with  some 
fine  Napoleon  Avenue  members. 

Dr.  Deschner’s  entire  life  story  is  one  of  fascination,  since  he  was  born  in 
Yugoslavia  of  immigrant  German  parentage.  With  others,  as  a  young  boy,  he 
migrated  to  South  Texas  where  the  German  settlements  were  strong,  and  there 
was  converted  to  Christ  and  united  with  the  Methodist  Church.  He  has  since 
become  one  of  its  outstanding  preachers  and  best  minds.  I  continue  to  marvel  at 
the  gifts  and  graces  of  God  which  persist  with  him  into  his  tenth  decade  of 
living.  It  was  a  joy  to  be  associated  with  Napoleon  Avenue,  their  former  pastor , 
and  our  distinguished  friend. 

While  on  the  subject  of  advancing  years,  has  it  ever  struck  you  as  strange  that 
in  all  the  bureaucracy  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  we  have  established 
minimal  quotas  for  youth  representation  and  for  all  other  groups,  but  have  done 
nothing  about  guaranteeing  adequate  representation  for  those  who  advance  in 
years?  Probably  the  saddest  and  sorriest  chapter  in  church  history  is  the 
discrimination  against  the  elderly  through  the  system  of  quotas.  And  when  one 
comes  under  the  influence  of  such  a  brilliant  man  as  Dr.  Deschner,  now  in  his 
91st  year,  one  realizes  that  wisdom  and  experience  should  count  for  something 
somewhere. 


Faithfully, 
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Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Outstanding  Layman,  Welton  H. 
Brumfield,  Sr.  dies  at  Amite 


On  Sunday,  May  4,  one  of  the  out¬ 
standing  lay  leaders  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  Welton  H.  Brum¬ 
field,  Sr.,  passed  away.  Mr.  Brumfield 
was  a  native  Mississippian,  69  years  of 
age,  and  was  regarded  as  a  stalwart  in 
conference  affairs  for  the  past  three 
decades.  He  had  recently  been  named 
“Layman  of  the  Year”  for  the  Hammond 
District.  At  the  time  of  his  passing  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  and  participated  on  many 
boards  and  committees.  A  crowded 
church  at  Amite  joined  his  wife,  two  sons, 
and  other  survivors  at  the  last  rites, 
conducted  by  the~pastor-of  the  Amite 


Welton  H.  Brumfield,  Sr. 
Church,  the  Reverend  John  Lee,  who  was 
assisted  by  other  former  pastors  of  the 
congregation.  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field  and  Bishop  Aubrey  Walton  were 
in  attendance. 


Roundup:  special  events ,  special 


announcements ,  items  of  note 


Student  Day  Offering  is  coming  up  in 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  with 
the  day  designated  as  Sunday,  June  8. 
The  United  Methodist  Loan  Fund  is  the 
oldest  and  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States.  Since  its  inception  102  years  ago, 
it  has  helped  over  140,000  persons  achieve 
their  educational  goals.  The  United 
Methodist  Loan  and  Scholarship 
programs  are  funded  by  United 
Methodist  members  across  the  country 
who  contribute  on  the  special  Sunday 
now  known  as  Student  Day.  During  the 
calendar  year  1974,  in  our  Louisiana 
Conference  the  Student  Day  offering  was 
$2,313.06.  The  total  number  of  United 
Methodist  Scholarships  granted  to  eight 
Louisiana  Conference  students  was 
$4,000;  and  $20,045  in  United  Methodist 
loans  was  made  to  35  Louisiana  students. 
Don’t  forget  our  students  on  June  8!  (The 
above  statistics  are  from  the  Section  of 
Loans  and  Scholarships,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  the  UM  Church, 
Nashville,  Tenn.) 


Rene  Calais,  assistant  to  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Education,  was  the  recent 
speaker  before  a  large  group  of  the 
Alexandria  Wesley  Foundation  students 
Mr.  Calais  is  shown  in  the  accompanying 
picture  with  Ben  Martin,  professor,  and 
Drs.  James  Marler  and  Bernard 
McSparrin,  sponsors. 


Dr.  Benhamin  E.  Mays,  president  of 
the  Atlanta,  Ga.  Board  of  Education 
delivered  the  principal  address  at  Dillard 
University’s  commencement  exercises 
on  May  19,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  from  Dr.  Samuel  DuBois 
Cook,  Dillard  President.  The  keynote 
address  at  the  baccalaureate  services 
was  given  by  the  Rev.  Otis  Moss,  Jr., 
pastor  of  Olivet  Institutional  Baptist 
Church,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


A  District  Workshop  dealing  with 
curriculum  materials  for  children  in  the 
Sunday  Church  School,  was  held  by  the 
New  Orleans  District  at  Mt.  Zion  Church 
on  May  12.  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery  was 
the  leader  .  .  .  A  New  Orleans  District 
Youth  Event  was  held  at  St.  Matthew’s 
Church,  Metairie  on  May  10,  with  a  large 
group  of  young  people  itn  attendance. 


Mrs.  Doretha  Brown  Cooper, 
missionary  to  Liberia,  shown  here  with 
Mrs.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  of  Baton  Rouge, 
has  been  presented  a  set  of  books  by 
Wesley  UM  Church,  of  which  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Jr.  is  pastor.  The  books, 
HISTORICAL  NEGRO  BIOGRAPHIES. 
International  Library  of  Negro  Life  and 
History,  valued  at  $500  according  to  Dr. 
Haynes,  will  be  used  in  the  College  of 
West  Africa,  Monrovia,  Liberia. 


)  \ 
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The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  is 
sponsoring  a  series  of  Lab/  Seminars  for 
church  school  leaders  this  summer.  The 
schedule  follows :  June  21-2.7,  Sacramento 
United  Methodist  Assembly, 
Sacramento,  N.  M.;  July  12-18,  Mt. 
Sequoyah  Methodist  Assembly, 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  July  26-August  1, 
Polytechnic  UM  Church,  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas;  July  26-August  1,  Denton  State 
School,  Denton,  Texas  (for  Workers  with 
the  Mentally  Retarded ) ;  and  September 
18-23,  First  UM  Church,  Hiawatha, 
Kansas.  According  to  an  announcement 
from  SCJ  offices,  “wit.h  emphasis  on  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries  as  a 
planning  and  progr  am  implementing 
body  of  the  church,  funds  should  be  made 
available  to  enable  as  many  persons  as 
possible  to  attend.  Additional  in¬ 
formation  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Conference  COM  director  or  from  the 
SCJ  office,  4209  NW  23rd  St.,  Suite  114, 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  73107. 


Miss  Mary  J.  Steele,  shown  here 
receiving  a  plaque  from  First  Street 
Church,  was  honored  for  being  a  member 
of  the  church  for  the  longest  period  oj 
time  (68  years)  and  "for  her  dedicated 
service  and  leadership.”  This  award  was 
presented  by  Lay  Leader  Allen  L.  Brown 
at  the  142nd  Anniversary  Celebration. 


£  I 


The  Rev.  Ted  Smith,  pastor  at 


The  eighth  Annual  Church  Music 
Summer  School  fit  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  has  been  announced  for  June 
16-17.  This  school  is  for  persons  who  are 
working  (employed  or  volunteer)  in 
church  music  and  who  desire  further 
training,  and  f  or  music  assistants 
working  toward  Certification  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  For  more 
information  wr  ite  Perkins  School  of 


LeCompte  and  Wesley  Foundation  Theology,  Of.fice  of  Continuing 
Director,  LSU  at  Alexandria,  writes  that  Education,  SMT  J.  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 
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Ear  toward  the  pew  needed 


Here  I  Stand 


Those  United  Methodists  who  complain 
that  our  denomination  is  “too  big  and  too 
diverse”  to  be  responsive  to  the  voices  of 
local  churches  and  individual  members 
find  little  support  for  their  position  in 
recent  actions  taken  by  the  Program 
Curriculum  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  (see  TM/  UMR,  May  16). 
(This  committee  initiates  and  approves 
United  Methodist  church  school 
literature  for  all  ages.) 

If  there  was  any  single,  most  important 
aspect  of  the  recent  meeting  of  that 
committee,  it  was  the  abundant 
willingness  of  committee  members  to 
listen  to  a  diverse  group  of  United 
Methodist  voices  and  try  to  respond  to 
the  needs  being  expressed. 

This  willingness  to  listen  and  respond 
included : 

•  the  hearing  of  criticism  about 
confirmation  materials  from  members  of 
the  Good  News  Movement  (an  unofficial 
caucus  of  conservative  United 
Methodists,)  the  South  Georgia  Con¬ 
ference,  and  the  Oklahoma  Conference. 
The  committee  decided  to  authorize 
development  of  new  resource  materials 
aimed  at  younger  children  in  response  to 
the  criticism. 

•  the  contacting  of  local  church  youth 
sponsors,  teachers,  and  conference  youth 
coordinators  about  the  advisability  of 
creating  new  youth  elective  studies  for 
eleventh  and  twelfth  graders  on  the 
books  of  the  Bible.  The  answer  was 
overwhelmingly  “yes,”  so  the  committee 
plans  to  move  ahead  with  the  project. 

•  the  acceptance,  in  principle,  of 
“peace  guidelines”  from  a  Northern 
Illinois  Conference  delegation.  The 
guidelines  will  be  incorporated  into  age- 
level  suggestions  that  editors  and  unit 
writers  employ  as  they  develop  the 
curricula. 

•  the  continuing  use  of  a  task  force  on 
intergenerational  curriculum  in  response 
to  urgings  from  local  churches  to  develop 
such  materials. 

In  addition  to  these  items,  the  com¬ 
mittee  continues  to  use  a  task  force  on 
“theological  pluralism”  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  an  effort  to  better 
understand  and  deal  with  the  diverse 
curriculum  needs  of  United  Methodists  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  and  in 
various  local  church  situations.  The 

Individuals  have 
duty  to  speak 

Any  comment  about  the  need  for 
general  church  agencies  to  be  responsive 
to  persons  in  the  pews  (see  editorial 
above)  is  incomplete  unless  it  is  coupled 
with  comments  about  the  equally  im¬ 
portant  duty  of  individual  Christians  to 
make  their  voices  heard 

“The  real  voice  of  the  church  comes 
from  the  people  in  the  pew,”  Dr.  Robert 
E.  Van  Deusen,  congressional  lobbyist 
for  the  Lutheran  churches  in  the  United 
States,  recently  said  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).  His  perception  is 
not  unique,  but  one  that  is  well  worth 
hearing  again. 

Most  of  us  tend  to  underplay  the  power 
we  have  as  individuals.  We  under¬ 
estimate  our  power  as  “voices  in  the 
wilderness”  of  society.  We  neglect  our 
duty  as  Christians  to  make  our  voices 
heard.  In  the  institutional  church  many 
of  us  would  be  content  to  complain  about 
the  “unlistening  attitude”  of  general 
church  bureaucrats  rather  than  to  admit 
much  of  the  problem  is  our  own  silence. 

It  will  do  no  good  for  the  general 
church  to  turn  an  ear  toward  the  pew 
unless  the  person  in  the  pew  has  accepted 
the  responsibility  to  be  informed  about 
and  involved  in  the  workings  of  the 
church. 

“What  can  one  person  do?”  we  ask  in 
our  moments  of  frustration.  Under  the 
model  given  by  the  Program  Curriculum 
Committee,  one  person  can  do  quite  a  bit. 

“Ask  and  you  will  receive;  seek  and 
you  will  find;  knock  and  the  door  will 
open  to  you”  (Matthew  7).  With  that 
verse,  God  calls;  each  of  us  to  action  and 
at  the  same  time  He  promises  His  help. 
Who  could  ask  for  more? 


committee  also  keeps  active  a  task  force 
on  ethnic  and  minority  concerns  in 
response  to  the  racial  and  minority 
pluralism  of  the  church. 

Such  actions  by  the  committee  — 
demonstrating  a  willingness  to  listen  to 
“grass  roots”  United  Methodists  —  is 
commendable  and  worth  the  attention  of 
all  general  church  agencies  as  a  model 
for  how  inclusive  the  church  can  be. 

A  pitfall  which  all  agencies  in  a  church 
as  large  as  our  own  must  always  be 
aware  of  is  that  of  forgetting  to  listen  to 
the  rank  and  file  membership  of  the 
church. 

In  a  10-million  member  church,  the 
greatest  weapon  against  the  en- 
trapments  of  the  institution  we  must  live 
with  is  an  ear  turned  toward  the  pew. 
Although  not  every  idea  coming  from 
there  is  worth  acting  on,  every  idea 
coming  from  there  is  worth  hearing. 

We  should  close 
the  number  gap 

At  the  1972  General  Conference  in 
Atlanta,  members  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women’s  Caucus  wore  little  yellow 
buttons  with  the  number  54/13  on  them. 
The  54  stood  for  the  percentage  of  women 
members  in  the  UMC,  and  the  13  for  the 
percentage  of  women  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference. 

During  the  next  few  weeks,  most  of 
United  Methodism’s  annual  conferences 
will  be  electing  delegates  to  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

We  hope  the  number  on  the  buttons  in 
Portland  will  be  much  more  nearly 
together  than  54  and  13. 
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‘Speaking  in  tongues  What  is  it  about? 
What  is  its  importance  to  Christianity? 


Thomas  Salter 


By  THOMAS  T.  SALTER 
With  the  phenomenon  of  glossolalia,  or 
“speaking  in  tongues"  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  sweeping  all  segments  of  the 
modern  Christian  world  —  ranging  from 
the  groups  steeped  in  tradition  and 
characterized  by  an  emphasis  on  liturgy 
to  those  who  have  only  recently  “come 
screaming  out  of  the  wilderness”  —  it 
would  appear  that  a  careful  examination 
of  the  scriptural  teachings  on  the  subject 
is  indicated. 

The  gifts  of  the  Spirit  are  technically 
known  as  “charismata."  These  gifts  are 
supernatural  abilities  bestowed  upon 
Christians  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  equip 


them  for  service  to  the  church.  Several 
lists  of  such  gifts  are  found  in  the  letters 
of  St.  Paul. 

The  longest  list  is  found  in  the  12th 
Chapter  of  I  Corinthians  and  includes  the 
following  nine:  wisdom,  knowledge, 
faith,  healing,  miracles,  prophecy, 
discerning  of  spirits,  speaking  in 
tongues,  and  interpretation  of  tongues. 

Seven  gifts  are  listed  in  the  12th 
Chapter  of  Romans.  These  are  prophecy, 
ministering,  teaching,  exhortation, 
giving,  ruling,  and  showing  mercy.  In  the 
fourth  chapter  of  Ephesians,  a  third,  and 
somewhat  different  list  is  given: 


IF  THEY  EVER 
PEVEl OP  PILLS 
f 'OR  4/N,  IU 
GET  RELIGION 


‘Middle  of  the  roader’  praised 


To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  come  to  the  defense  of 
middle  of  the  road  people  (acronym 
MOTR).  First  of  all,  a  person  who  walks 
in  the  MOTR  is  not  a  fence  straddler.  The 
MOTRer  knows  what  he  stands  for  and 
stands  for  what  be  believes.  He  is  often 
unheard;  the  clamor  from  either  side  of 
the  road  is  so  loud  no  one  can  hear  him. 
He  is  maligned,  derided,  brow-beaten, 
and  shoved  from  both  sides.  Often  he 
loses  friends  and  position,  sometimes 
even  his  life,  if  the  right  or  the  left 
become  violent  enough. 

The  MOTR  person  listens  to  both  sides 
of  the  question;  he  knows  that  most 
questions  have  three  sides :  your  side,  my 
side  and  the  right  side.  The  MOTRer  does 
not  believe  every  prophet  that  comes 
along  —  secular  or  religious. 

Who  settled  America  and  made  it  the 
best  country  in  the  world?  It  was  not  the 
visionaries  who  climbed  to  one  mountain 
top  after  another  and  dreamed  dreams. 
Nor  was  it  the  vagabond  who  wandered 
from  place  to  place  searching  for  gold  or 
the  fountain  of  youth. 

Rather,  the  MOTRers  made  America 
great  —  the  prosaist,  the  common  people, 
the  young  families  who  went  West,  the 
man  walking  beside  his  wagon  with  a  gun 
in  one  hand  and  an  axe  in  the  other  and 
his  wife  riding  in  the  wagon  with  the  hope 
of  a  home  in  her  heart  and  a  Bible  in  her 
hand.  It  was  the  MOTRs  “whose  stern 
impassioned  stress  a  thoroughfare  for 
freedom  beat  across  the  wilderness.” 

Who  has  sustained  the  church  for  the 
last  two  centuries?  It  was  not  the  people 
who  got  up  and  shouted  or  rolled  in  the 
aisles,  nor  the  pew  warmers  or  those  who 
came  only  twice  a  year.  Rather,  the 
church  was  sustained  by  the  MOTR 
people  who  went  to  church  faithfully  and 
stood  by  their  church  through  thick  and 
thin.  They  attended  board  meetings, 
taught  Sunday  School  classes  and  sang  in 
the  choir. 

They  gave  of  their  time,  talent  and 
money  for  the  Lord’s  work.  They  prayed 
for  the  sick,  wept  with  the  bereaved, 
counseled  their  youth  and  loved  and 
listened  to  the  old  folks  in  their  churches. 
The  church  grew  and  prospered  until  the 
right  and  the  left  started  tearing  it  to 
pieces. 

Jesus  was  a  MOTR  person.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  radicals  on  the  left 
who  were  trying  to  overthrow  the  Roman 
rulers,  nor  those  on  the  right.  After  the 
transfiguration,  his  disciples  wanted  to 
erect  a  shrine  so  they  could  come  back  to 
that  mountain-top  experience. 

Jesus  said,  “Do  not  tell  anyone  about  it 
until  after  I  have  gone  to  my  father.” 
They  came  down  from  the  mountain  and 
Jesus  walked  in  the  MOTR.  There 
anyone  could  find  him  and  talk  or  listen 
to  him.  He  walked  steadfastly  in  the 
MOTR  until  those  on  the  right  crucified 
Him  between  two  of  those  from  the  left. 

A  MOTR  Christian  relates  favorably 
with  more  people. 

Paul  Suchland 

House  Springs,  Missouri 

Agrees  bishops  are 
not  needed  in  UMC 
To  the  Editor: 

Three  cheers  for  Mr.  Jim  Hutchinson 
who  proposes  that  we  abolish  all 
Methodist  Bishops  (TM/  UMR,  May  2). 
He  has  the  courage  to  suggest  publicly 
what  many  of  us  have  long  pondered 
privately. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  local  Methodist 
Churches  do  not  require  such 
figureheads  and,  indeed,  cannot 
prudently  afford  them,  whether  they  be 
pontifically-attired  prelates  or  placard- 
carrying  protest  marchers.  Certainly  the 
$2,000,000  saving  in  bishops’  salary  and 
expenses  each  year  could  be  used  to 
better  advantage.  But  that  is  not  all.  If 
Methodists  knew  that  their  contributions 
to  “God’s  work”  were  not  watered  down 


by  unnecessary  overhead,  they  might  be 
more  generous. 

But  who  ever  heard  of  a  Methodist 
Bishop  unfrocking  himself?  Ecclesias¬ 
tically  speaking,  that  is. 

By  the  way,  thank  you  for  Mr.  T.  Otto 
Nall’s  fine  article  about  Chiang  Kai-shek. 
Gordon  N.  Smith 
Pacific  Grove,  California 

The  greedy  will  get  most 
of  the  tax  rebate 
To  the  Editor: 

Already  there  is  much  speculation  as  to 
how  the  “tax  rebate”  money  will  be 
spent.  What  appears  to  be  out  of  the 
realm  of  speculation  is  who  will  get  the 
lion’s  share  of  the  $billions  as  this  cash 
moves  into  the  market  place. 

Just  fye  prepared  to  see  the  cost  of 
living  spurt  up  again  and  again,  as  the 
well-organized  and  monopolied  greedy 
reach  out  to  garner  most  of  the  incoming 
$billions. 

Henry  Grawunder  Sr. 
Bellville,  Texas 

Bible  sales  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  publicizing  the  Scripture 
Courtesy  Sales  Center  sponsored  by  The 
American  Bible  Society  in  the  May  2 
issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

Our  Colorado  River  Minister’s 
Association  has  maintained  two  of  these 
centers  for  2V4  years.  Each  one  is  in  a 
lobby  of  the  branch  of  the  Valley  National 
Bank  in  our  community. 

The  volume  of  sales  for  the  numerous 
publications  of  The  American  Bible 
Society  has  not  been  overwhelming,  but 
very  steady.  This  is  a  resort  and 
retirement  community  along  the  upper 
Colorado  River  where  three  states  meet. 

The  Bible  and  portions  thereof  are 
available  in  the  market  place  and  the 
American  Bible  Society  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  this  strategic  method  of 
evangelism  for  “Good  News  for  Modern 
Man.” 

Kenneth  K.  Hoover 
Bullhead  City,  Arizona 

Coverage  of  unique 
ministries  appreciated 
To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciate  the  coverage  which  you 
give  to  the  unique  and  inspiring  minis¬ 
tries  within  the  church  and  outside  it, 
and  especially  to  the  performing  arts. 
Your  article  about  Jo  Taylor  and 
“Methodist  Actors  serving  the  Church” 
(TM/  UMR,  April  11)  especially  hit  my 
interest.  Please  provide  me  with  their 
address  that  I  might  write  to  them. 

Mike  McGinnis 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
EDITORS’  NOTE:  Mrs.  Taylor’s  ad¬ 
dress  is  5401  Freeport  Blvd., 
Sacramento,  Calif.  95822. 

Dismissal  of  Native 
American  questioned 
To  the  Editor: 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  recent  ar¬ 
ticles  that  have  been  in  your  paper.  I’m 
writing  in  response  to  the  “firing”  of  The 
Rev.  Homer  Noley,  staff  member  of  the 
National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  with  responsibility  to  the 
Native  Americans  who  belong  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

We  have  a  mission  program  of  giving 
in  the  church  that  I  serve.  The  people  of 
this  church  give  freely  and  generously. 
I’ve  talked  to  a  few  of  them  and  they  like 
myself  do  not  understand  how  a  minister 
like  Homer  Noley,  who  has  been  a  most 
capable  spokesman  for  the  cause  of 
Native  Americans  can  be  “fired.” 

Dr.  Randolph  Nugent  and  Bishop  Tuell 
say  simply  that  it  was  for  “ad¬ 


ministrative  reasons.”  Why  don’t  they 
just  come  out  and  say  The  Rev.  Noley 
disagreed  with  them  and  that  the 
hierarchy  cannot  stand  that.  Let  me  just 
say,  as  a  Native  American,  pastoring  a 
church  in  the  Kansas  East  Conference, 
that  these  two  men,  plus  the  personnel 
committee  of  the  National  Division  do  not 
realize  what  they  have  done. 

The  Rev.  Noley  will  be  fine  because  he 
will  go  on  to  another  position  in  the 
church,  but  the  cause  of  the  Native 
Americans  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  hurt  and  it  may  be  years 
before  we  can  develop  the  kind  of 
leadership  that  will  “fit  in”  with  the 
system. 

I  feel  very  sorry  for  Mr.  Nugent  and 
Bishop  Tuell  who  I  feel  want  to  be  in 
mission,  but  who  still  have  a  good  deal  of 
ground  to  hiake  up  before  arriving.  It 
may  surprise  these  two  gentlemen  to 
know  that  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  its  great  Wesleyan  tradition  has 
survived  many  “administrative  in¬ 
competents”  and  that  the  church  does 
not  stand  or  fall  on  whether  a  job  is 
carried  out  just  right. 

Patrick  Freeman 
Lebo,  Kansas 
*. Spirit  testing 9 
article  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

The  May  2  “Here  I  Stand,”  “Four 
criteria  for  testing  the  spirits”  came  at 
the  hour  when  we  needed  it. 

Several  of  our  congregation  have  been 
recently  confronted  with  the  issue.  We 
lacked  immediate  resources  and  time  to 
pursue  many  of  the  facets  of  the 
charismatic  movement  we  were  being 
challenged  by.  Dr.  Mitchell’s  comments 
are  much  appreciated!  I  would  write 
directly  to  him  if  I  knew  his  address. 

Thank  you  for  all  of  your  work.  Our 
Kansas  Interchange  edition  of  UMR  is  a 
real  instrument  of  many  good  things  for 

USl  Mrs.  John  McMeekin 

Chanute,  Kansas 


apostles,  prophets,  evangelists,  pastors, 
and  teachers.  In  all,  18  different  gifts  are 
named  in  these  lists. 

It  is  apparent  that  not  one  of  these  lists 
is  exhaustive.  There  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  all  taken  together  do  not 
include  all  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  either 
possible  or  actual. 

Basis  for  church  office 

It  is  clear  that  the  spiritual  gifts  form 
the  basis  for  the  various  offices  in  the 
church.  For  example,  one  is  an  apostle, 
prophet,  evangelist,  pastor,  teacher  or 
exhorter,  not  by  virtue  of  a  human  ap¬ 
pointment,  but  because  the  Holy  Spirit 
has  conferred  upon  the  person  the  gift 
which  corresponds  to  one  of  these  par¬ 
ticular  offices.  Only  as  the  individual  has 
the  gift  can  the  office  be  fulfilled.  But, 
this  is  true  only  of  those  gifts  which 
correspond  to  offices. 

Some  gifts  are  not  applicable  to  the 
exercise  of  a  church  office.  For  example, 
the  gifts  of  wisdom,  faith,  healing, 
miracles,  or  tongues  have  no  clear 
relationship  to  an  office.  The  number  of 
gifts  of  the  Spirit  must  correspond  to  the 
needs  of  the  church,  and  because  the 
number  of  those  needs  is  variable,  the 
number  of  spiritual  gifts  evidenced  in  the 
church  will  vary  from  time  to  time. 

Whatever  supernatural  gifts  are 
needed  at  any  point  in  time  to  carry  out 
the  mission  of  the  church,  we  may 
assume  God  will  provide. 

It  is  very  clearly  stated  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  that  not  all  Christians  possess  the 
same  gifts.  Paul  wrote:  “For  as  we  have 
many  members  in  one  body,  and  all 
members  have  not  the  same  office:  so 
we,  being  many  are  one  body  in  Christ, 
and  every  one  members  one  of  another. 
Having  then  gifts  differing  according  to 
the  grace  that  is  given  to  us,  whether 
prophecy,  let  us  prophesy  according  to 
the  proportion  of  faith;  or  ministry,  let  us 
wait  on  our  ministering:  or  he  that 
teacheth,  on  teaching”  (Rom.  12:4-7). 

Gifts  differ 

The  same  point  of  view  is  presented  by 
Paul  in  the  12th  Chapter  of  I  Corinthians. 
There  it  is  said  one  gift  is  given  to  one 
person  and  another  person,  and  that  this 
distribution  is  made  by  the  Spirit  of  God 
as  He  pleases.  The  church  is  represented 
as  being  analogous  to  the  human  body 
with  its  many  members,  each  having  a 
particular  function  to  perform. 

Christians  are  represented  as  being 
members  of  the  body  of  Christ  (the 
church),  each  with  different  gifts  &nd 
therefore  performing  different  functions. 
The  Bible  also  clearly  teaches  that  no  one 
possesses  all  the  spiritual  gifts.  Paul 
asks,  “Are  all  apostles?  are  all  prophets? 
are  all  teachers?  are  all  workers;  of 
miracles?  have  all  the  gifts  of  healing? 
do  all  speak  with  tongues?  do  all  in¬ 
terpret?”  (I  Cor.  12:29-30). 

It  is  obvious  that  the  answer  to  each  of 
these  questions  is  negative.  Although  no 
one  has  all  the  gifts,  it  is  clearly  taught 
that  every  Christian  possesses  at  least 
one  gift.  “But  to  each  one  is  given  the 
manifestation  of  the  Spirit  to  profit 
withal”  (I  Cor.  12:7).  The  Holy  Spirit 
divides  “to  every  man  severally  as  he 
will”  (I  Cor.  12:11).  It  is  true,  of  course, 
that  one  person  may  possess  several 
spiritual  gifts,  as  did  the  Apostle  Paul. 

Speaking  in  tongues,  or  glossolalia  as  it 
is  theologically  designated,  is  cearly 
taught  to  be  one  spiritual  gift.  Jesus 
predicted  that  one  of  the  signs  to  fellow 
believers  would  be  the  speaking  in  new 
tongues.  (Mark  16: 17).  The  occurrence  of 
this  phenomenon  is  recorded  inj  Acts  2:1- 
.  3;  10:44-46;  and  19:6.  It  is  thoroughly 
discussed  by  Paul  in  the  14th  Chapter  of  I 
Corinthians. 

The  New  Testament  glossolalia  was  an 
endowment  of  a  person  by  the  Spirit  Of 
God  with  supernatural  ability  to  speak  a 
real  language  which  the  speaker  had 


never  learned.  Unless  those  who  were 
present  happened  to  know  the  language 
being  spoken,  the  words  of  the  speaker 
were  unintelligible  to  them.  Even  the 
speakers  themselves  did  not  understand 
what  they  said  (I  Cor.  14:14). 

The  gift  of  tongues  is  nowhere 
represented  as  the  gift  of  the  knowledge 
of  a  language ;  it  is  shown  to  be  the  gift  of 
the  ability  to  speak  a  language  as  the 
Spirit  gives  utterance  (Acts  2:4).  The  gift 
of  interpretation  would  enable  one, 
whether  speaker  or  listener,  to  un¬ 
derstand  and  translate  the  language 
being  spoken. 

Paul  said  that  if  there  was  no  one 
present  who  understood  the  language  or 
who  had  the  gift  of  interpretation,  the 
speaker  should  “keep  silence  in  the 
church”  and  “speak  to  himself,  and  to 
God”  (I  Cor.  14:28). 

What  is  the  purpose? 

What  is  the  real  purpose  of  speaking  in 
an  unlearned  tongue?  Paul  said  it  was  a 
sign  to  unbelievers.  At  Pentecost,  it 
amazed  the  Jews.  At  Corinth,  where 
heathen  priests  commonly  demonstrated 
similar  manifestations,  it  indicated 
divine  possession.  Today,  however,  in 
our  centers  of  civilization  and  culture, 
more  rational  proofs  of  the  divine 
element  in  Christianity  would  likely  have 
a  much  stronger  appeal. 

A  secondary  benefit  resulting  from 
speaking  in  tongues  is  the  edification  of 
the  one  who  speaks  (I  Cor.  14:4).  The 
edification  is  not  in  the  nature  of  in¬ 
tellectual  enlightenment,  but  in 
emotional  experience.  It  should  be 
pointed  out  that  one  may  also  have  other 
types  of  emotional  experiences  which 
build  a  spiritual  life  more  effectively. 

What  is  the  proper  attitude  toward 
speaking  in  tongues?  Paul  laid  down  four 
principles  for  the  regulation  of  the  gift: 

Proportionate  value.  It  should  be 
regarded  as  being  much  less  important 
than  other  gifts  of  the  Spirit.  “In  the 
church  I  had  rather  speak  five  words 
with  my  understanding,  that  by  my  voice 
I  might  teach  others  also,  than  ten 
thousand  words  in  an  unknown  tongue” 
(I  Cor.  14:19). 

For  edification.  “Let  all  things  be  done 
unto  edifying"  (I  Cor.  14:26).  The  public 
worship  service  is  for  the  edification  and 
benefit  of  all  who  are  present;  it  is  not  a 
place  for  a  person  to  display  a  gift  for  his 
personal  edification. 

Orderliness.  “Let  all  things  be  done 
decently  and  in  order”  (I  Cor.  14:40). 
Also,  “If  therefore  the  whole  church  be 
come  together  into  one  place,  and  all 
speak  with  tongues,  and  there  come  in 
those  that  are  unlearned,  or  unbelievers, 
will  they  not  say  that  ye  are  mad?”  (I 
Cor.  14:23). 

Self-control.  “The  spirits  of  the 
prophets  are  subject  to  the  prophets”  (I 
Cor.  14:32).  There  are  persons  who 
believe  that  when  individuals  are 
speaking  in  tongues,  they  are  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  are 
not  personally  responsible  for  their 
actions  and  speaking.  This  is  contrary  to 
the  whole  message  of  the  Bible.  God 
never  deprives  persons  of  their  freedom 
of  will  ,  they  are  always  responsible  for 
their  actions. 

The  attitude  of  the  writers  of  the  New 
Testament  toward  speaking  in  tongues  is 
perhaps  best  expressed  by  the  Apostle 
Paul  in  I  Corinthians  13:1,  “Though  I 
speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of 
angels,  and  have  not  love,  I  am  become 
as  a  sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling  cym¬ 
bal.” 

"Here  I  Stand"  Is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor  is  Thomas  T. 
Salter,  dean  of  Weatherford  College  in 
Weatherford,  Texas,  Central  Texas  Con¬ 
ference. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Pastor  Moriba:  An  exceptional 
man  with  an  exceptional  answer 


Pastor  A.  M.  Moriba  is  an  exceptional 
sort  of  man. 

In  his  late  40’s,  Pastor  Moriba  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  adult  life  as 
a  lay  minister  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  remote  village  of  Mondema 
in  Sierra  Leone,  West  Africa. 

I  began  hearing  about  him  only  a  short 
time  after  my  wife  and  I  arrived  in  Sierra 
Leone  as  short-term  missionaries 
(“Overseas  3’s”)  several  years  ago.  The 
things  I  heard  about  hirh  were  interesting 
because  they  were  about  his  dedication 
to,  rather  than  his  position  in,  the  church. 
That  is  to  say,  where  most  pastors  and 
church  workers  became  known  first  by 
title  and  then  by  accomplishment,  Pastor 
Moriba ’s  name  always  seemed  to  enter 
the  conversation  at  the  point  where  deeds 
were  being  discussed. 

Maybe  that  was  because  he  had  no 
title  in  the  church  other  than  ‘lay 
evangelist”  and  had  no  title  among  his 
people  except  “Christian  friend.” 

The  first  time  I  met  him  I  was  struck 
by  the  physical  contradiction  he  seemed 
to  be  to  the  powerful  image  I  had  of  him 
as  a  man.  He  had  suffered  an  attack  of 
polio  as  a  child,  limiting  the  use  of  his  left 
arm  and  causing  him  to  limp  on  his  left 
leg.  He  was  physically  small  and  in 
temperament  was  quiet  almost  to  the 
point  of  being  timid. 

What  criticism  I  heard  of  Pastor 
Morba  centered  on  what  some  church 


persons  saw  as  his  “lack  of  ambition.” 
He  was  not  an  ordained  minister  and 
served  a  church  in  an  area  which  was  not 
considered  a  choice  location  by  most 
other  church  workers.  “He  could  do 
better,”  some  said.  “I  have  more  to  do 
here  than  I  can  get  done,”  Pastor  Moriba 
said. 

As  Easter  approached  in  1971,  Pastor 
Moriba  was  busily  involved  with  plans 
for  church  services  and  celebrations 
when  he  received  word  of  a  tragedy  in  his 
family.  Cholera,  a  deadly  disease 
previously  unknown  in  West  Africa,  had 
broken  out  and  several  members  of  his 
family  were  either  dead  or  dying  in  his 
native  village  a  days  journey  away.  He 
had  to  leave  at  once  to  do  what  he  could  to 
help. 

Knowing,  however,  that  Good  Friday 
and  Easter  services  had  to  be  taken  care 
of,  he  called  several  of  the  top  laymen  in 
his  church  together  to  explain  the 
situation.  They  agreed  to  carry  on  with 
the  plans  for  the  holy  days. 

Several  weeks  passed  and  Easter  came 
and  went  as  Pastor  Moriba  cared  for  and 
buried  members  of  his  family.  When  he 
returned  to  Mondema  his  life  was  at  a 
low  ebb.  He  came  back  needing  the 
support  of  his  congregation  in  a  way  he 
had  rarely  needed  it  before.  What  he 
discovered  at  Mondema  did  not  lift  his 
spirits.  There  had  been  no  Good  Friday 
or  Easter  services. 


Bud  Herron 

The  laymen  in  the  church  all  had  “good 
reasons”  why  they  had  not  found  time  to 
complete  his  preparations  or  arrange  the 
services.  They  were  apologetic. 

Telling  me  about  the  experience  later, 
Pastor  Moriba  said  his  first  reaction  was 
“I  have  given  my  life  to  these  people. 
Then  the  one  time  I  ask  them  to  help  me 
they  can’t  find  time.  I  don’t  see  how  I  can 
continue  my  ministry  when  these  people 
appreciate  nothing.” 

I  felt  anger  inside  myself  from  hearing 
of  the  injustice  he  had  suffered  and  could 
do  little  but  agree,  perhaps  the  time  had 
come  for  him  to  move  on.  The  people 
“owed”  him  at  least  their  gratitude,  yet 
had  shown  him  nothing  close  to  that  in  his 
moment  of  need.  Maybe  there  were 
others,  elsewhere,  whom  he  could  help. 
"Someone  more  deserving,”  I  thought  in 
my  anger. 

“Well  what  are  you  going  to  do  ”  I 
asked  him. 

“I’m  going  to  stay  on  as  pastor  in 
Mondema,”  he  said.  “Another  man  faced 
this  situation  once.  He  was  a  carpenter 
from  Galilee  and  he  did  things  for  his 
people  that  make  whatever  I  have  been 
able  to  do  look  very  small.  We  ap¬ 
preciated  him  so  much  that  we  nailed 
him  to  a  cross  to  die.  Do  I  have  a  right  as 
a  Christian  to  expect  more  than  that?” 

Pastor  Moriba  went  back  to  Mondema 
and  he  is  there  today. 

-  BUD  HERRON 
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Clergy  women  see  problems,  hope 

TM/UMR  asks  female  ministers  how  church  responds  to  them 

J  r* i i  Clergywomen,  who  will  encourage 


(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  More  women  are 
pouring  out  of  United  Methodist 
seminaries  than  ever  before.  Seven 
hundred  are  currently  enrolled.  Forty 
per  cent  of  the  denomination’s  500 
clergy  women  have  been  ordained  just  in 
the  past  five  years.  What  problems  and 
what  possibilities  lie  ahead  for  United 
Methodism  in  light  of  such  statistics? 
TM/  UMR  Staff  Writer  Pat  Sites  asked 
that  question  to  several  ordained  women 
and  two  bishops  last  week  and  filed  the 
following  report.] 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Women  clergy  —  are  they  problems  or 
possibilities  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church? 

The  women  themselves  say  the 
possibilities  for  strengthening  the  total 
church  through  the  ministries  they  offer 
are  endless.  They  also  say  the  problems 
the  church  will  have  to  recognize  and 
come  to  grips  with  as  more  and  more 
women  enter  the  ministry  are 
challenging  but  hopefully  not  without 
solutions. 

Among  those  problems  are  the 
following: 

•  Lack  of  acceptance  and  feelings  of 
isolation  among  women  clergy; 

•  Resentment  by  their  peers  — 
clergymen; 

•  Differing  attitudes  toward  women 
from  conference  to  conference; 

•  A  need  for  women  to  develop  their 
own  styles  of  ministry,  not  carbon  copies 
of  a  “male  model;” 

•  Changing  lifestyles  and  work- 
patterns  for  all  clergy,  men  and  women. 

Though  United  Methodism  has  more 
women  clergy  than  all  other 
denominations  combined,  they  still 
represent  less  than  one  percent  of  the 
denomination’s  ministers.  “They  cer¬ 
tainly  aren’t  a  threat  numerically,”  says 
Nan  Self,  of  the  executive  secretariat  of 


the  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women. 

That’s  true,  agrees  Dr.  Phyllis  Bird, 
only  woman  faculty  member  at  United 
Methodism’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
in  Dallas.  “However,  just  as  there  begins 
to  be  more  receptivity  to  women,  the 
number  of  pastorates  is  decreasing. 
Even  those  conferences  which  have 
declared  themselves  open  to  women 
can’t  always  make  the  appointments 
they’d  like  to.” 

And  there  are  “enormous  differences” 
among  conferences,  Dr.  Bird  noted. 
While  one  annual  conference  has  27 
clergywomen,  11  still  have  none  at  all,” 
she  said. 

Dr.  Bird  said  she  is  “optimistic  but 
realistic”  about  opportunities  for  women 
in  the  local  church.  “There  will  be 
hostility,  and  tension.  It  won’t  be  easy, 
but  the  possibilities  are  good.” 

Women  come  a  long  way 

The  women  agree  that  women  clergy 
have  come  a  long  way  since  the  Rev. 
Myrtle  Saylor-Speer,  now  of  Lee’s 
Summit,  Mo.,  was  refused  admission  to 
seminary  in  1917,  licensed  to  preach  in 
1920,  but  still  was  refused  full  ordination 
when  the  church  began  granting  it  to 
women  in  1956  because  she  was  not  a 
seminary  graduate.  Mrs.  Speer,  after 
preaching  more  than  half  a  century,  was 
taken  into  full  conference  membership  in 
1974. 

“That  kind  of  discrimination  is  past,” 
says  Marilyn  Robb,  a  student  at  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary,  who  is  writing  a 
book  about  15  pioneer  clergywomen  of 
various  denominations.  “Women  can  go 
to  seminary,  can  be  ordained,  can  get 
appointments.  Now  it’s  more  a  question 
of  where,  and  what  kind  of  support  they’ll 


The  question  about  lifestyles 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers, 


the  church  today 


Mississippi  replaces 
its  district  plan 

JACKSON,  Miss.  (UMC)  —  Mississippi 
United  Methodism  will  now  have  12 
districts  and  superintendents,  rather 
than  the  invalidated  plan  of  four  districts 
and  16  superintendents  in  effect  for  the 
past  year.  Black  representation  was 
assured  by  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes. 

This  was  decided  at  special  sessions  of 
the  Mississippi  and  North  Mississippi 
Annual  Conferences  on  May  3  and  10, 
respectively,  which  adopted  nearly 
identical  plans  of  six  districts. 

This  will  replace  Mississippi’s  unique 

Church  supports 
4guy’ pastor’s  bid 
for  restoration 

TM/'UMR  Staff  Special 
SAN  ANTONIO,  Tx.  —  A  former 
United  Methodist  minister  whose 
ministerial  orders  were  suspended  in 
1971  after  he  publicly  announced  he  is 
homosexual  has  been  supported  by  a 
local  church  here  in  his  bid  to  have  his 
credentials  restored. 

St.  Stephen’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
meeting  as  a  charge  conference  April  13, 
voted  20  to  4  with  one  abstention  to  ap¬ 
prove  the  character  of  self-avowed 
homosexual  Gene  Leggett  and  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  annual  conference  that  his 
ministerial  orders  be  restored. 

The  charge  conference  action  places 
Mr.  Leggett’s  petition  on  the  agenda  of 
annual  conference.  If  approved  by  the 
annual  conference,  Mr.  Leggett  would  be 
permitted  his  ministerial  title  and  could 
administer  the  sacraments  and  carry  on 
other  ministerial  functions  under  the 
supervision  of  St.  Stephen’s  UMC.  The 
action  would  not  restore  his  conference 
membership  or  make  him  eligible  for 
appointment  to  any  other  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Leggett  has  tried  unsuccessfully 
since  1971  to  have  his  full  conference 
membership  restored  by  the  annual 
conference. 

Following  the  action  at  St.  Stephen’s 
UMC,  Mr.  Leggett  said  that  for  the  first 
time  “a  local  (United)  Methodist  church 
has  placed  qualifications  for  ministry  on 
a  basis  other  than  sexual  orientation.” 


plan  of  having  only  two  districts  in  each 
conference  but  four  superintendents  in 
each  district. 

That  arrangement  was  declared  un¬ 
constitutional  April  5  by  the  Judicial 
Council  (the  church’s  supreme  court) 
after  nearly  a  year’s  trial.  The  decision 
was  primarily  on  the  basis  of  the  plan’s 
violation  of  church  administrative  laws 
and  rights,  but  also  viewed  the  plan  as  a 
violation  of  the  constitutional  principle  of 
racial  inclusiveness. 

Religious  broadcasting  freeze 
condemned  by  congressman 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  A 
petition  pending  before  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  request¬ 
ing,  among  other  things,  a  freeze  on  all 
applications  by  religious,  Bible,  Chris¬ 
tian  and  other  sectarian  schools,  colleges 
and  institutes  for  educational  FM  and  TV 
channels,  has  been  condemned  onthe 
floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Rep.  C.  M.  BUI  Young  (R-Fla.),  a 
United  Methodist,  told  his  colleagues  that 
Jeremy  D.  Lansman  and  Lorenzo  W. 
Milam,  the  petitioners,  “betray  the  very 
narrowness  of  mind  and  prejudice  of 
which  they  are  quick  to  accuse  religious 
broadcasters. 

“Religious  broadcasting  meets  the  felt 
needs  of  millions  of  Americans,”  he  said, 
“and  has  been  successful  in  expanding 
its  radio  and  television  air  time  precisely 
because  its  programming  attracts 
religious  Americans  of  all  walks  of  life.” 

Duke  to  drop  free  tuition 
for  ministers’  children 

DURHAM.  N.C.  (RNS)  -  Trustees  of 
United  Methodist-related  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity  have  recommended  that  free 
tuition  for  children  of  United  Methodist 
ministers  be  eliminated  as  one  of  several 
measures  to  reduce  its  $3.4  million 
deficit. 

The  university  currently  absorbs  the 
full  tuition  cost  of  $2,780  for  children  of 
ministers.  Proposed  tuition  for  next  year 
is  $3,030. 

Under  the  proposed  plan,  which  must 
be  approved  by  the  trustees’  executive 
committee,  children  of  ministers  in  the 
two  United  Methodist  conferences  in 
North  Carolina  would  be  given  grants  of 
$1,500  and  be  able  to  get  an  additional 
$1,500  as  a  loan  from  the  university  or  by 
working  for  the  university. 


the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Ecumenical  Ministries  Division,  believes 
that  women  are  raising  questions  about 
lifestyles  and  the  role  of  a  minister  that 
the  entire  church  needs  to  consider. 
Especially  with  more  clergy  couples 
emerging  —  there  are  now  94  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  —  she  says  the 
church  must  show  itself  as  a  “caring 
institution,"  with  concern  for  the  family 
life  and  personal  lives  of  all  its  clergy. 

“Many  clergywomen  and  clergy 
couples,  are  not  concerned  about  moving 
up  the  ladder.  Some  of  them  are  saying 
it’s  more  important  to  be  fully-present 
parents,  to  be  in  full-time  ministry  but 
not  necessarily  in  a  full-time  job,”  she 
says. 

“Is  the  church  big  enough  to  accept 
this?  When  it  is  faced  with  lifestyles  that 
are  not  customary,  it  is  upsetting.  But  I 
think  we  can  do  it  and  in  some  cases  are 
doing  it.” 

Ms.  Powers  says,  and  others  agree, 
that  there’s  much  to  be  said  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  system  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  With  a  supportive 
bishop  and  cabinet  to  lead  the  way,  a 
woman  can  make  it,  she  says. 

The  Rev.  Kathy  Nichol,  of  Deerfield, 
Ill.,  hopes  a  comment  from  one  of  her 
former  parishioners  says  something 
about  gradual  acceptance  of  women 
ministers.  “When  you  came,  I  didn’t 
know  what  we  were  going  to  do  with  you. 
Now  I  don’t  know  what  we’ll  do  without 
you,”  the  layperson  told  her. 

Difficult  to  carve  new  roles 

But  for  Ms.  Nichol  herself,  the  strain  of 
having  to  carve  out  new  roles  is  making 
“it  difficult  for  me  in  church  ministry. 
It’s  hard  to  do  a  lot  of  new  things  all  at 
once  with  no  built-in  structure  for  them.” 
In  her  conference,  Ms.  Nichol  was  the 
first  ordained  woman  who  was  married 
to  a  minister,  who  had  small  children, 
and  who  was  appointed  to  two  team 
ministries  with  male  co-pastors.  “I  don’t 
fit  any  of  the  standard  male-clergy 
models,”  she  says.  “And,  I  have  found 
team  ministry  with  men  very  difficulty, 

Ms.  Nichol  said  she  will  introduce  a 
resolution  to  the  Northern  Illinois  annual 
conference  asking  that  part-time 
ministers  be  eligible  for  all  appointment 
rights  and  benefits  as  a  boost  for  women, 
and  some  men,  who  aren’t  “totally  work- 
oriented.” 

Also  uncertain  about  the  future  at  this 
point  is  the  Rev.  Laura  Kapka,  of  Dallas, 
who  says  she  has  felt  a  lack  of  the  kind  of 
“big  brother”  support  and  advice  that 
young  clergymen  have  traditionally 
gotten  from  other  ministers. 

After  several  appointments  as  an 
associate  pastor  and  one  as  full  pastor, 
Ms.  Kapka  says  her  working  relation¬ 
ships  with  clergymen  have  often  been 
difficult'.* *f‘Men  have  worked  hard, 
sacrificed,  and  I  have  to  assume  in  some 
cases  my  presence  as  a  female  has  been 
threatening.” 

Her  best  hopes  for  change,  she  says, 
are  1)  in  making  women  more  visible  in 
decision-making  positions,  such  as 
membership  on  conference  boards  of 
ministry;  and  2)  in  caucus  groups  such 
as  the  National  Consultation  on  Ordained 


Clergywomen,  who  will  encourage  and 
educate  local  churches  to  seek  out  “the 
gifts  that  women  bring  to  ministry.” 

Bishop  speaks  out 

Bishop  Paul  Washburn  of  Northern 
Illinois  and  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden  of 
Southern-California-Arizona  both  told 
TM/  UMR  that  it  is  the  job  of  the  cabinet 
to  create  a  climate  of  acceptance  for 
women  clergy  in  local  churches. 
According  to  Bishop  Golden,  “If  we  do 
our  job  and  do  it  as  a  matter  of  course  — 
fitting  the  clergyperson  of  whatever  sex 
to  the  kind  of  ministry  a  church  is  doing 
—  then  we  are  creating  that  climate 
without  having  to  explain  or  apologize. 
And  if  we  don’t  do  that,  then  we  need 
caucuses  and  individuals  to  put  the 
pressure  on  us.” 

Bishop  Washburn  said  that,  “while 
we’re  all  concerned  with  lifestyles,  the 
central  question  must  always  be  ef¬ 
fective  ministry.  If  a  person  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  ministry,  we  must  affirm 
that  ministry.” 

One  advantage  of  more  women  in 
ministry,  Ms.  Robb  told  TM/  UMR,  is 
that  “no  woman  will  be  said  to  be 
speaking  for  all  women.  We’re  at  many 
different  places.” 

Opposite  ends  of  the  scale 

Those  places  are  indeed  different.  At 
one  end  of  the  scale  may  be  Lynne 
Josselyn  Morrison,  of  Easton,  Maine, 
who  told  TM/  UMR  that  “Of  course 
there  are  problems  but  I  live  in  a  good 
and  exciting  time  in  ministry.  There  are 
great  possibilities.” 

At  the  other  end  may  be  a 
clergywoman  who  asked  not  to  be 
quoted:  “I  have  to  ask  the  question 
whether  the  church  is  so  irredeemably 
repressive  that  it  can  no  longer  minister 
to  any  women.  Obviously  I  haven’t 
totally  decided  or  I  wouldn’t  still  be  in  it. 
But  I  have  to  wonder.” 


Wounded  statue  of  Christ  leaves  Vietnam 

AGANA,  Guam  —  A  South  Vietnamese  evacuee  carries  a  statue  of  Christ  with  a 
bandaged  hand  as  he  debarks  from  one  of  the  last  ships  to  leave  Vietnam,  at  Agana. 
Guam.  A  number  of  missionaries,  sensing  that  they  may  never  return,  expressed 
“great  anguish”  as  they  left  their  “adopted  country."  William  T.  Roberson,  one  of  34 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  who  was  evacuated  before  Saigon’s  fall,  said  that 
they  “will  always  be  thankful  for  their  opportunity  to  bear  witness  for  Christ  in  that 
tiny,  war-torn  country.  The  scattered  presence  of  churches  up  and  down  the  length 
of  South  Vietnam  is  a  continuing  offering  to  God  behind  the  Bamboo  Curtain. 
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U.M.  official  among  supporters 


NCC  leaders  laud  farm  worker  bill 


DELANO,  Calif.  (NCC)  —  A  United 
Methodist  among  other  Protestant 
officials  has  hailed  the  historic  move  of 
Governor  Edmund  G.  Brown,  Jr.  to 
establish  legislation  that,  if  passed, 
would  for  the  first  time  regulate  the 
relationship  between  farm  owners  and 
workers. 

Some  20  policy-making  officials  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  (NCC) 
Division  of  Church  and  Society  (DCS) 
met  Wednesday  with  approximately  a 
dozen  California  growers  and  later  with 
members  of  the  United  Farm  "Workers. 

The  meetings  took  place  during  the 
week  when  news  of  Governor  Brown’s 
proposed  legislation,  which  establishes 
the  right  of  farm  workers  to  unionize  as 
well  as  procedures  for  it,  had  achieved 
the  support  of  both  growers  and  Cesar 
Chavez,  president  of  the  United  Farm 
Workers.  Gallo  Wines  also  endorsed  the 
measure. 


WCC  founder  chides 
Americans’  silence 


I  Bishop  Muzorewa  cited  by  U.N.jii 


UNITED  NATIONS,  N.Y.  (RNS) 
—  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  of  Rhodesia  has  picked 
up  a  United  Nations’  award  that  he 
could  not  personally  receive  in  1973 
because  he  was  not  permitted  to 
leave  his  homeland. 

The  award  —  for  “outstanding 
achievement  in  the  field  of  human 
rights”  —  was  presented  by  U.N. 
General  Secretary  Kurt  Waldheim 
in  a  ceremony  at  his  office. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  was  in  the  U.S. 
for  the  first  time  since  the  white 
minority  government  of  Rhodesia 
returned  his  passport,  seized  in  1972. 

In  1973,  the  black  bishop  was  one 
:  of  six  winners  of  the  U.N.  second 
:  series  of  human  rights  prizes.  He 
:  was  cited  for  his  role  in  peaceful 
|  efforts  to  establish  majority  rule  in 
|  Rhodesia,  which  has  6  million  blacks 
:  and  250,000  whites. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  is  president  of 
the  African  National  Council,  the 
major  black  Rhodesian  nationalist 


Bishop  Muzorewa 


movement.  religious 


news  service  photo  ; 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  American 
ecumenists  should  rediscover  their 
tongues  and  use  them  in  the  international 
ecumenical  movement,  a  founder  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  said 
here. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  urged  U.S. 
delegates  to  “speak  up”  at  the  WCC’s 
Fifth  Assembly  later  this  year  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

The  Dutch  theologian,  former  general 
secretary  of  the  Protestant  Orthodox 
council,  said  Americans  have  been  too 
silent  in  recent  ecumenical  gatherings 
because  of  world  criticism  of  U.S. 
Vietnam  policy  and  of  Watergate. 

He  told  Americans  they  should  go  to 
Nairobi  as  Christians,  not  as  represen¬ 
tatives  of  a  “bad  country.” 

“All  intelligent  people  know  that  this 
country  has  enormous  contributions  to 
make  to  the  world,  and  especially  that 
Christians  have  contributions,”  said  Dr. 
Visser ’t  Hooft  in  an  address  to  Friends  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  was  WCC  general 
secretary  from  the  organization’s  formal 
founding  in  1948  until  1966.  He  is  now  an 
honorary  president. 

In  his  speech  here,  made  at  a  banquet 
where  he  was  honored,  the  ecumenical 
pioneer  spoke  on  the  Nairobi  theme, 
“Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  T Mites.” 

Both  in  the  address  in  an  earlier 
press  conference.  Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  said 
there  would  be  a  better  balance  among 
the  Western  Churches,  the  Orthodox 
Churches  and  Third  World  Christians  at 
Nairobi  than  at  previous  Assemblies. 

He  welcomed  that  development,  but  he 
questioned  the  advisability  of  continuing 
to  use  the  phrases,  “First,  Second  and 
Third  Worlds.”  Those  words  he  said,  are 
“increasingly  inadequate  for  none  of  the 
three  are  as  monolithic  as  the  terms 
imply.” 

He  said  he  believed  Nairobi  would 
bring  a  better  balance  between  concern 
for  “external”  (social  justice,  develop¬ 
ment)  and  “internal”  affairs  (faith  and 
order,  theology). 

He  said  that  Geman  Catholic 
heologian  Hans  Kueng  recently  told  him 
that  the  ecumenical  movement  is  giving 
too  much  attention  to  externals  and  not 
enough  to  internal  matters. 

While  Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  did  not  think 
the  internal  life  has  been  totally 


neglected,  he  said  the  Kueng  statement  is 
one  to  take  seriousiy.  He  said  that  since 
the  World  Council  walks  on  the  road  with 
all  peoples  it  must  interpret  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  them. 

Polarization  within  ecumenism  be¬ 
tween  “church  centered”  and  “world 
centered”  concerns,  he  said,  are 
dangerous  and  can  claim  excessive  at¬ 
tention. 

Social  action  and  evangelical  action 
have  always  been  part  of  Chrsitianity, 
Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  stated. 

Liberation  and  unity  in  relation  to  the 
world,  he  concluded,  must  be  related  for 
they  come  together  in  Jesus  Christ. 

“He  (Christ)  is  the  liberator  who  sets 
us  on  the  road  to  the  kingdom  that  brings 
unito  to  the  children  of  God.  Liberty  and 
unity  are  two  faces  of  the  same  gospel." 

Director:  ‘real 
voice  of  church 
comes  from  pew 9 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  The 
retiring  director  of  public  affairs  and 
government  relations  for  the  Lutheran 
Council  in  the  U.S. A.  (LCUSA)  has 
warned  that  appointed  church 
bureaucrats  like  himself  should  not 
presume  to  be  spokespersons  for  their 
denominations  and  religious  traditions. 

“When  it’s  time  for  the  church  to 
speak,”  said  Dr.  Robert  E.  Van  Deusen, 
“it  should  be  the  elected  leaders  who 
speak  in  public,  on  the  record.” 

Dr.  Van  Deusen,  who  will  leave  office 
at  the  end  of  June,  has  been  a  kind  of 
church  lobbyist  ( though  that  is  not  a  term 
he  prefers)  since  the  founding  of  LCUSA 
in  1967. 

Dr.  Van  Deusen  noted  that  his  ef¬ 
fectiveness  in  presenting  a  church 
position  on  public  affairs  to  members  of 
Congress  is  much  less  if  church  people  in 
the  district  write  letters  expressing  a 
different  view. 

“The  real  voice  of  the  church  comes 
(from)  the  people  in  the  pew,"  he  said. 
He  urged  church  bodies  to  provide  study 
materials  on  all  sides  of  current  public 
issues  so  individual  church  members  can 
make  informed  decisions. 


Without  mentioning  the  specific  points 
of  the  legislation,  the  NCC  officials, 
representing  the  first  religious  institution 
to  support  Mr.  Chavez,  were  united  in 
their  approval  of  the  Governor’s  efforts 
to  end  the  10  year  farm  dispute  through 
legislation. 

Recent  conflicts  involving  the  Chavez 
union,  growers  and  a  second  union,  the 
Teamsters,  have  involved  grapes  and 
lettuce. 

After  winning  the  initial  contracts 
between  growers  and  workers,  the  UFW 
lost  out  to  the  Teamsters  in  renewal 
negotiations.  It  charged  that 
“sweetheart”  contracts  were  being 
drafted,  and  called  boycotts  of  much 
California  lettuce  and  wine  produced  by 
some  vineyards,  notably,  Gallo. 
Governor  Brown’s  bill  would: 

•  Provide  for  secret -ballot  elections 
for  seasonal  and  permanent  farm 
workers  at  the  peak  of  the  season, 
supervised  by  an  agriculture  labor 
relations  board. 

•  Permit  secondary  boycotting  only  on 
those  farms  where  a  union  had  won  an 
election  but  had  not  been  able  to  bring  the 
employer  to  contract  terms. 

•  Allow  for  an  industrial  bargaining 
unit  per  farm. 

•  Allow  workers  under  any  union 
contract  to  petition  for  an  election  that 
could  nullify  the  existing  contract. 

•  Allow  UFW  striking  workers  to  vote 
if  declared  eligible  by  the  board. 

The  DCS’s  regularly  scheduled  session 


was  unusual  in  that  special  efforts  were 
made  to  hear  the  grower’s  side  of  the 
long-standing  farm  dispute. 

The  growers  agreed  that  legislation 
was  the  only  answer  to  the  struggle  in  the 
fields  and  church  executives  such  as  the 
Reverend  Paul  Sherry  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  admitted  later  that  the 
session  was  “helpful  because  we  did  get  a 
sense  of  various  growers’  thoughts  that 
we  usually  don’t  get.” 

Ms.  Peggy  Billings  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  found  the  growers 
“well  prepared,  with  excellent 
documentation,  but  on  the  whole  we  did 
not  accept  their  points  of  view.” 

And  the  Rev.  Ian  McCrae  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
said:  “Most  growers  we  talked  to  think 
the  farm  workers  are  anti-Chavez.  If  this 
legislation  passes,  it  should  put  an  end  to 
this  dispute  by  testing  the  sharp  dif¬ 
ferences  of  opinion  on  the  loyalties  of  the 
workers.” 

Church  support  of  the  United  Farm 
Workers  rests  on  the  premise  that  it  is 
“both  democratic  and  Christian  for 
workers  to  have  the  right  to  organize  and 
control  their  own  union,”  Mr.  McCrae 
stated. 

Following  the  meeting  with  the 
growers,  the  DCS  group  spent  time  at  La 
Paz,  headquarters  of  the  UFW  here, 
where  they  found  union  members  “hi  a 
celebratory  mood  concerning  the 
promise  of  legislation,”  according  to  Ms. 
Billings. 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  most  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 

Service  charge  or  blind  ads  SI. 00  per  Insertion. 

METHODIST  CHURCH.  Melrose,  New 
Mexico,  win  sell  to  best  offer  an  Ep worth 
Organ,  made  by  Williams  Organ  Co.  Owned 
about  70  years.  Repairable.  Contact:  Ray  J. 
Loften,  Board  of  Trustees,  Box  327.  Melrose. 

N.M.  88134.  Phone  (505)  253-4208. 

Resto-lng  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 

(214  )  747-4540. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

GROUPS:  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  great 
Passion  Play!  Tickets,  lodging,  swimming  and 
meals,  only  Sll  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm 
Resort.  Rt.  1.  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  72632. 

Phone  (501)  253-8418. 

COLORADO  CAMPING:  Situated  25  miles 
west  of  Colorado  Springs  In  the  Rockies. 
Templed  Hills  Church  Camp  offers  rustic 
camping  suitable  far  religious  development 
and  a  touring  base  for  the  Pikes  Peak  area. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  $2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's.  P.O.  Box  25351,  Houston.  Texas 

77005. 

commodate  100.  Write:  Robert  Ramey.  6395 
Altman  Dr..  Colorado  Springs.  Colo.  80918. 

ALPINE  HOLIDAY:  a  leisurely  16-day  tour  of 
Switzerland,  the  Italian  and  Austrian  Tyrol, 
and  Bavaria  with  tour  host  Bob  Sanders.  $1099 
from  Memphis  or  Dallas  on  July  28.  Brochure 
from  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours.  Box 

3129.  Waco.  Texas  76707. 

j  SECURE  APPROACH  TO  RETIREMENT 

LIVING.  Retire  In  Methodist  Home  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  or  overlooking  Lake  Merritt. 
Oakland.  If  you're  In  good  health,  program 
:  Includes  comprehensive  medical,  delicious 

meals,  much  more.  Entry  fee  starts  at  $5000, 
with  monthly  charge  as  low  as  $342.  Write: 
Administrator,  Forest  HU1  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif..  (408  )  375-5125,  or  Lake  Park, 
j  1850  Alice,  Oakland.  Calif..  (415)  835-5511. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllng  Dr., 
Waco,  Texas  76705.  Phene  (817)  799-5049. 

EUROPE  THIS  SUMMER?  Go  with  a 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 
quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Houf . 

1  P.  O.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

Dallas.  Good  group  prices,  good  schedule.  Far 
more  Information,  write:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Jacksonville.  Texas  75766. 

WANTED:  Church  Business  Manager  far 
University  United  Methodist  Church. 
Experience  In  managing  an  office  staff, 
financial  records,  building  maintenance  and 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

related  fields  required.  Send  resume  to: 
University  United  Methodist  Church.  2409 
Guadalupe.  Austin,  Texas  78705.  not  later  than 

June  6. 1975.  An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

MEDICAL  CLINIC:  The  Lord  Is  leading  Tyler 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  to  start  a 
medical  clinic  in  Oak  Cliff -West  Dallas  to  let 
the  love  of  the  Lord  shine  more  brightly.  Would 
the  doctor  the'  c  jt  Lord  has  chosen  to  assist  In 
this,  please  contact  TSUMC.  927  West  Tenth. 
Dallas.  Texas  75208.  Attention:  Harriet  Reed. 
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Today’s  family:  troubled  but  strong 

4 Protestant  ethic 9  still  dominant  value  held  by  family  unit 


Dr.  Dennis  Shoemaker,  left,  executive  director  of  the  Associated  Church  Press 
looks  over  awards  won  by  TM/UMR  with  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  in' 
TM/UMR  editor-general  manager. 

Two  national,  two  regional 

TM/UMR  receives  awards 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— For  the  second  consecu¬ 
tive  year,  United  Methodist  publica¬ 
tions— led  by  The  Texas  Methodist/Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter-captured  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  Associated  Church 
Press'  annual  awards  for  excellence  in 
religious  journalism.  Of  thirty-three 
awards  given  this  year-from  over  300 
entries-nine  were  captured  by  United 
Methodist  periodicals.  Of  those  nine,  four 
were  received  by  TM/UMR  —  two  for 
content  of  its  nationally  circulated  pages 
and  one  each  for  content  of  its  Minnesota 
and  Southern  Califomia-Arizona  Confer¬ 
ence  editions. 

The  Associated  Church  Press  is  a 
national  association  of  Protestant, 
Catholic  and  Orthodox  publications  with 
a  combined  circulation  of  18  million.  This 
marks  the  fifth  consecutive  year  that 
TM/UMR  has  received  one  or  more 
ACP  Award  of  Merit. 

This  year’s  TM/UMR  awards  were: 

•  Best  editorials  among  national  news 
journals  for  “clear,  concise  pronounce¬ 
ments  of  opinion,  well-reasoned  and 
substantiated,  on  a  variety  of  issues  from 
world  hunger,  racism  and  impeachment 
to  streaking  and  the  Lausanne  Cove- 
nant-the  broad  view  in  Christian 
context.” 

•  Best  reportage  by  a  national  news 
journal  “for  its  coverage  of  the 
confrontation  between  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  This  story  was  pursued  in 
regular  news  reports,  interviews,  opinion 
articles,  letters  to  the  editor  and 
editorials.... As  editor  Dunnam  says,  ‘a 
model  exercise  in  the  way  the  press  can 
provide  a  forum  through  which  conflict 
may  be  aired  and,  many  times 
resolved’.” 

•  Best  graphics  by  a  regional 
publication  for  the  Minnesota  United 
Methodist  Reporter’s  issue  just  before 


Christmas,  1974.  The  entire  page  was 
devoted  to  a  contemporary  pictorial  view 
of  Bethlehem  with  only  a  few 
penetrating  words  accompanying  it. 
According  to  the  judges,  “it  took  a  lot  of 
nerve  to  give  the  whole  page  to  a  single 
picture.  But  it  had  terrific  impact-much 
more  than  those  pages  which  included 
several  pictures  and  many  words-and 
goes  to  prove  that  less  is  often  more.” 
Editor  of  the  Minnesota  edition  and 
designer  of  the  winning  entry  is  Beverly 
Boche. 

•  Best  photography  by  a  regional 
publication  for  the  “News  Pulse” 
edition’s  full-page  photo  feature  on 
“unity  in  diversity  (ethnic  and 
cultural)  among  United  Methodists  in  the 
Long  Beach  District.”  According  to  the 
judges,  "the  photos  communicated 
everything  that  needed  to  be  communica- 
ed  about  the  subject.  Through  the  photos, 
the  editor  said  all  he  wanted  to  say 
virtually  without  words.”  Editor  and 
photographer  for  “News  Pulse”  is 
Raymond  H.  Wilson.  That  edition  of 
TM/UMR,  now  known  as  “Circuit 
West,”  goes  to  United  Methodists  in 
Southern  California,  Arizona,  Southern 
Nevada  and  Hawaii. 

On  hand  to  receive  the  various  awards 
was  TM/UMR  Editor  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III.  Mr.  Dunnam  indicated  that 
the  certificates  of  merit  for  the  regional 
editions  will  be  transmitted  to  Mrs. 
Boche  and  Mr.  Wilson  at  this  year’s 
annual  conferences. 

Other  United  Methodist  winners  in  this 
year’s  awards  competition  were:  “The 
Interpreter”  for  best  article  by  a  special 
audience  magazine,  “The  Michigan 
Christian  Advocate”  for  best  editorial  by 
a  regional  news  publication,  “Response” 
for  best  article  by  a  general  church 
magazine,  and  “New  World  Outlook”  for 
best  editorial  and  best  reportage  by  a 
missions  magagine. 


This  full  page 
“photo  feature" 
which  appeared  in 
“News  Pulse," 
[now  known  as 
"Circuit  West”] 
won  first  place  in 
the  best  photog¬ 
raphy  category  of 
the  recent  Associ¬ 
ated  Church  Press 
Awards  competi¬ 
tion.  “Circuit 
West"  is  the  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference 
edition  of  TM/ 
UMR. 


^UNITED  METHODIST  BETHLEHEM  ’74 


n  TMK  cm  or  DA>  ID  MOD  KnWlM 


11..  ik.  U..  .<  cw. 


This  front  page  of 
the  Minnesota 

United  Methodist 
Reporter,  an  edi¬ 
tion  of  TM/UMR, 
won  first  place  for 
best  graphics  by  a 
regional  publica¬ 
tion  in  the  recent 
Associated  Church 
Press  Awards 
2* *  competition. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Today’s  family 
is  "troubled”  but  it  also  is  “strong  and 
resilient,”  a  major  nationwide  survey 
has  indicated.  , 

“Individual  family  members  express 
confidence  in  the  health  and  well-being  of 
their  own  families,  their  ability  to  work 
and  sacrifice  together,”  concludes  a 
report  of  the  study.  “But  many  are  no 
longer  certain  that  this  will  be  enough  to 
get  them  through  the  worsening 
recession  or  economic  depression  which 
most  feel  is  likely  to  come.” 

The  study  was  conducted  by  the 
opinion  research  firm,  Yankelovich, 
Skelly  and  White,  which  interviewed 
members  (in  most  cases  two  per  family) 
of  a  cross  section  of  1,247  American 
families  and  more  than  150  professional 
specialists  in  various  aspects  of  family 
life. 

General  Mills  financed  the  study  as  the 
first  in  a  projected  series  of  research 
reports  it  is  sponsoring  on  the  family. 

What  the  Yankelovich  organization 
calls  “the  Protestant  ethic”  was  found  to 
“dominate  the  value  structure  of  the 
American  family.”  The  survey  found  56 
per  cent  of  all  Americans  committed  to 
such  beliefs  as  “duty  before  pleasure,” 
“hard  work  pays  off,”  "religion,”  and 
“saving  even  if  it  means  sacrifice.” 

“Recognizing  all  their  problems,”  the 
report  says,  “many  American  families 
still  believe  that  some  good  things  will 

Finds  new  mission 


result  from  the  present  bad  times.  They 
see  themselves  becoming  wiser  shoppers 
(70  per  cent),  less  wasteful  (59  per  cent), 
satisfied  with  less  (42  per  cent)  and  more 
sympathetic  and  understanding  (45  per 
cent.) 

Asked  to  name  their  most  important 
personal  values,  those  surveyed  cited 
family  (92  per  cent),  work  (77  per  cent), 
education  (76  per  cent),  religion  (62  per 
cent),  doing  things  for  others  (61  per 
cent),  having  children  (60  per  cent),  not 
being  in  debt  (60  per  cent),  patriotism  (69 


per  cent)  and  saving  money  (55  per 
cent). 

Asked  to  list  their  major  concerns,  56 
per  cent  of  those  who  were  fairly  or  very 
pessimistic  about  the  country  cited  the 
economy,  47  per  cent  said  lack  of 
leadership  and  24  per  cent  expressed 
major  concern  about  the  moral  climate. 

Summarizing  their  findings,  the 
Yankelovich  surveyors  reported,  “For 
most  families,  uncertainty  and  concern 
have  not  fostered  a  sense  of  ‘live  only  for 
today.’ 


“Rather,  they  wonder  how  to  cope  with 
today,  how  to  prepare  for  tomorrow 
while  worrying  about  their  nation  and  its 
leaders.  In  short,  difficult  times  have 
served  to  strengthen  family  members’ 
commitment  to  many  values  —  family, 
financial  security,  savings  and  thrift  — 
but  they  have  also  eroded  family  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  future.” 

Of  the  families  interviewed,  83  per  cent 
said  they  were  doing  very  well  or  fairly 
well  themselves. 


Report  says  church  must  try 
to  relate  to  new  family  patterns 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  New  models  of 
family  life  are  emerging  and  “the  church 
needs  to  Understand  the  whole  range  of 
family  patterns  if  it  is  to  serve  the  needs 
of  the  people,”  according  to  a  report  in 
“A.D.”  magazine. 

“Societal  realities,  from  over¬ 
population  to  the  forces  of  liberation  are 
causing  profound  changes,”  said  editor 
Barbara  W.  McCall  in  an  introduction  to 
the  report  on  The  Family  Today,  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  May  issue  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ/  United  Presbvterian 
Church  publication. 


Old  Trinity  not  for  sale 


By  BOYCE  A.  BOWDON 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 

Back  in  1967,  officials  were  giving 
serious  thought  to  selling  old  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  downtown 
Atlanta.  That  seemed  to  be  the  wise  thing 
to  do. 

Located  two  blocks  from  the  state 
capitol,  once  she  was  a  powerhouse  of 
Methodism  in  Georgia.  Founded  in  1854, 
she  had  survived  General  Sherman’s 
devastating  March  to  the  Sea;  but  now, 
more  than  one  hundred  years  later,  it 
appeared  she  would  succumb  to  her  own 
members’  mass  exodus  to  the  suburbs. 

With  a  sanctuary  built  to  seat  850,  less 
than  50  were  now  attending  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  service.  Membership 
once  exceeded  2,000,  but  was  now  down  to 
200. 

In  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
Trinity,  most  residents  were  either  ex¬ 
tremely  old  or  extremely  poor.  At  least 
three  out  of  four  were  black. 

In  June,  1967,  the  Reverend  Kenneth 
Jones,  fresh  from  Candler  School  of 
Theology  at  Emory,  was  assigned  as 
pastor  of  Trinity.  He  had  grown  up  in  a 
low -income,  high-crime  area  of  Tampa, 
FI.  and  knew  needs  of  people  living  in 
areas  like  that  surrounding  Trinity  from 
personal  experience. 

"All  during  1967  it  was  uncertain 
whether  Trinity  was  going  to  be  d  church 
or  just  die  out  the  way  Mama  and  Daddy 
remembered  it,”  Mr.  Jones  recalls. 
“Active  membership  dropped  to  about 
50.  We  didn’t  have  a  single  youth  and  not 
more  than  half  a  dozen  children.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  the  members  were  driving  in 
from  the  suburbs,  some  as  far  as  20  miles 
away.” 

The  handful  of  dedicated  members  who 
remained  caught  the  spirit  of  their 
pastor’s  determination  to  make  Trinity  a 
redemptive  agent,  ministering  to  real 
needs  of  real  people.  “We  searched  for 
real  human  needs,”  he  recalls.  “Then  we 
designed  programs  that  ministered  to 
those  needs.  We  didn’t  shy  away  from  the 
high  probability  of  failure.” 

Assisted  by  dozens  of  volunteers  from 
all  over  Atlanta,  Trinity  church  was  soon 
providing  supervised  recreation, 
tutoring  and  camping  for  children;  a 
steel  band  and  teen  center  for  youth; 
professional  services  such  as  medical, 
dental  and  legal  for  families;  a  senior 
center  for  retired  persons;  a  recovery 
center  for  alcoholics. 

Today  old  Trinity  has  new  vitality  —  a 
new  sense  of  mission.  Its  active  mem¬ 
bership  has  climbed  to  350.  About  30  per 


Rev.  Kenneth  Jones 

cent  are  black  and  about  half  are  from 
the  immediate  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Jones  enjoys  the  interaction  that 
occurs  between  the  diverse  congregation 
he  serves.  “To  me,  nothing  would  be 
more  deadly  than  to  go  into  a  church 
where  everyone  grew  up  in  the  same 
community  and  has  the  same  basic 
education  and  the  same  basic  ideas  and 
the  same  basic  jobs  and  where 
everybody  knows  how  many  fillings  are 
in  your  kids’  teeth.” 

He  says  integration  is  a  splendid  op¬ 
portunity  for  Christians  to  find  out  what 
their  faith  is  all  about.  “People  shouldn’t 
run  from  integration,”  he  declares.  “The 
most  exciting  thing  you  can  do  is  to 
discover  that  the  kingdom  really  works 
for  all  people,  that  the  church  is  built  on  a 
foundation  that  transcends  individual 
differences  and  withstands  social 
change.” 

What  does  the  future  hold  for  old 
Trinity?  Kenneth  Jones  says,  “We  see  it 
continuing  to  serve  both  the  inner  city 
and  the  suburbs.  Our  goal  is  to  have  a 
truly  cosmopolitan  Christian  com¬ 
munity;  a  congregation  that  is  not  all 
black  and  not  all  white,  not  all  rich  and 
not  all  poor;  but  all  anxious  to  serve,  as 
they  have  been  served.” 

Needless  to  say,  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Atlanta  is  not  for 
sale. 

Dr.  Boyce  Bowdon  serves  as  pastor  of 
St.  Andrews  UMC,  located  In  a  changing 
neighborhood  In  Oklahoma  City.  He  was 
sent  to  Atlanta  by  his  annual  conference 
to  study  the  Integrated  situation  at 
Trinity. 


Why  pay  apportionments? 
Local  church  has  answer 


UNTO  YOU  IS  BORN  - -A  SA  VIORl 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

CRANFORT,  NJ  -  Local  church 
members  often  question  the  necessity  of 
paying  conference  apportionments.  Fre¬ 
quently,  it  is  difficult  for  them  to 
(understand  exactly  how  the  UMC’s 
.complex,  connectional  system  fits  their 
apportionment  responsibilities. 

But  John  Charles,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  church  here 
offers  a  “for  instance”  to  members  of  the 
congregation  who  question  him  about 
their  commitments,  according  to 
“United  Methodist  Relay,”  the  New 
Jersey  area  monthly  paper. 

In  the  1940’s  when  the  Cranford  church 
needed  some  funds  to  buy  land  on  which 
to  build  a  church,  the  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions  provided  a  $4,000  loan  which  the 
church  never  repaid. 

As  the  trustees  were  preparing  for  a 
1975  mortgage  burning  ceremony,  they 
decided  to  investigate  the  status  of  the 
loan  which  the  church  had  never  retired. 

The  pastor  “found  our  debt  housed  in 
the  Office  of  Church  Extension,  National 
Divison,  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
New  York,”  said  Mr.  Charles.  “And  he 
was  informed  in  writing  ‘In  the  case  of 
the  $4,000,  the  amount  to  be  paid  would  be 
$1,000.’  ” 

Mr.  Charles’  response  to  those  who 
grumble  about  conference  obligations  is: 
“Next  time  you  see  the  Conference 


Apportionment  in  our  budget,  don’t 
knock  it.  Be  grateful  for  it.  Not  only  for 
the  help  it  has  given  our  church,  but  the 
many,  many  other  churches  that  have 
had  their  struggle.” 

Church  women  join 
protest  against  FBI 

BOSTON  (RNS)  —  An  unofficial 
national  alliance  to  oppose  alleged  FBI 
“harassment  of  the  women’s  movement” 
has  been  formed  by  individuals  from 
religious  and  secular  organizations. 

Its  purpose  is  to  provide  information  on 
civil  rights  to  women  approached  for 
questioning  by  FBI  agents  or  subpoenaed 
by  grand  juries,  according  to  Peggy 
Billings,  an  executive  with  the  New  York- 
based  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Division. 

Formation  of  the  alliance  was  reported 
by  the  Boston  Globe  as  a  followup  to  a 
story  citing  allegations  against  the  FBI 
by  women  in  six  cities. 

The  FBI,  the  Globe  reported,  has 
denied  the  charge,  which  arose  in 
connection  with  the  search  for  fugitives 
Katherine  Ann  Power  and  Susan  Saxe. 

Both  women  are  under  indictment  for 
alleged  participation  in  a  1970  Allston 
bank  robbery  in  which  a  patrolman  was 
killed. 


“Stresses  today  are  great,  and  nuclear 
families  are  in  deep  trouble  ...  We  are 
compelled  to  look  with  openness  at  some 
of  the  other  options  being  explored  with 
greater  or  lesser  success  and  satisfac¬ 
tion.” 

Carried  in  the  report  are  articles  on  the 
family  from  sociological,  Biblical  and 
scientific  viewpoints  and  statements 
from  individuals  in  various  family 
patterns. 

What  emerges  is  a  broader  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  meaning  of  “family.” 

Theologians  Aurelia  T.  and  Zoltan  J. 
Fule  point  out  that  families  in  Old 
Testament  and  New  Testament  times 
were  more  extended  and  included  kin¬ 
ship  groups  reaching  ultimately  to  the 
whole  group  —  as  in  “the  children  of 
Israel.” 


Also,  when  Jesus  said,  “Whoever  does 
the  will  of  my  Father  in  Heaven  is  my 
brother,  and  sister,  and  mother,”  the 
authors  explain  that  “this  is  not  rejection 
of  the  family  but  a  transformed  extension 
.  .  .  Christians,  married  or  single,  belong 
to  the  family  of  Christ.” 

Prof.  Robert  T.  Franceour,  in  an  ar¬ 
ticle  on  the  future  of  the  family,  cites 
statistics  showing  that  the  traditional 
nuclear  family  composed  of  male 
breadwinner,  housewife-mother,  and 
children  is  already  a  minority  pattern 
and  may  drop  to  10-20  per  cent  of  all 
married  couples. 

At  the  same  time,  all  other  family 
types  are  increasing.  These  include 
childless  couples,  single-parent  families, 
reconstituted  families  (one  or  both 
spouses  in  second  marriage),  aged 
couples  or  extended  kinship  relation¬ 
ships,  and  experimental  patterns. 


Board  grants  AMU  funds 
to  meet  its  May  payroll 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMC)-The 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  has  agreed  to 
loan  $96,000  to  Alaska  Methodist 
University  to  help  the  failing  school  meet 
its  May  payroll  responsibilities. 

The  decision  to  make  the  loan  was 
confirmed  here  May  12  by  the  Board’s 
executive  committee. 

New  president 
nominated  for 
U.M.  foundation 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO  (UMC)  —  Dr. 
Merrimon  Cuninggim,  advisor  on  pro¬ 
gram  management  for  the  Ford 
Foundation  and  former  dean  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  has  been  nominated 
president  of  the  National  Methodist 
Foundation  for  Christian  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion. 

He  will  succeed  Maurice  D.  Gordon, 
first  president  of  the  Foundation  which 
was  formed  in  1969  to  accept  and  manage 
major  gifts  for  higher  education  within 
the  denomination. 

Announcement  of  Dr.  Cuninggim’s 
nomination  was  made  by  Dr.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter,  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  and  chairman  of  the 
Foundation’s  21-member  governing 
board.  His  nomination  will  be  presented 
for  election  at  the  June  17  meeting  of  the 
Foundation  Board.  Dr.  Cuninggim  will 
begin  work  July  1  with  offices  in  St. 
Louis. 

Speaking  in  Nashville  last  June  at  the 
23rd  United  Methodist  Institute  of  Higher 
Education,  Dr.  Cuninggim  gave  his  own 
answers  to  the  question,  “What  is  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  church 
college?”  They  were:  “Its  frank, 
unapologetic,  unconditional  emphasis 
on  values  as  the  undergirding  and 
mainspring  for  the  educational  enter¬ 
prise  its  calm,  forthright,  effect¬ 
ive  expression  of  a  social  conscience;  its 
sensitive,  genuine,  impartial  concern  for 
the  individual;  and  its  responsibility  to 
produce  deeds  in  line  with  its  words.” 


Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter  said  the  loan 
was  made  against  the  anticipated 
settlement  from  the  sale  of  the  school.  A 
committee  of  the  Alaska  State  Legisla¬ 
ture  is  now  seriously  considering  a 
proposal  to  purchase  AMU,  reportedly 
for  a  sum  in  excess  of  $15  million.  The 
proposed  sale  would  allow  AMU  to  retain 
approximately  22.5  acres  and  would 
transfer  into  the  University  of  Alaska 
state  system  all  of  AMU’s  personnel  and 
programs  as  well  as  its  bonded 
indebtedness  which  is  about  $3  million. 

In  other  action  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  received  the  first  draft  for  a  proposed 
“United  Methodist  Higher  Education 
Holding  Corporation”  which  would  help 
conserve  assets  of  United  Methodist 
schools  having  to  declare  bankruptcy 
and  would  assist  in  management  during 
times  of  critical  change  and  dissolution. 

Several  United  Methodist  institutions 
of  higher  education  are  on  the  brink  of 
financial  collapse.  These  include  AMU, 
North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College  at 
Rocky  Mount,  and  Athens  College, 
Athens,  Ala. 

The  executive  committee  asked  that 
the  proposal  be  refined  and  be  sent  to  its 
Division  of  Higher  Education  for  its 
consideration  in  October.  Bishop  Ernest 
T.  Dixon  Jr.,  Topeka,  Kans.,  is  president 
of  the  Board  and  chairperson  of  its 
executive  committee. 


Eyes  Sparkle  Again 

Float  away  dust,  dirt  and  other  irritants  with 
refreshing  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash.  OfTers 
prompt  relief  for  sore,  tired,  burning  eyes. 
Aids  natural  healing.  Ask  for  gentle,  genuine 
LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  neighborhood  drug  store. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


Audiologist 
Tells  How  To 
Hear  Better 

Chicago,  Ill.  — A  free  offer  of 
special  interest  to  those  who 
hear  but  do  not  understand 
words  has  been  announced  by 
Beltone.  A  copy  of  the  book 
"The  Truth  About  Nerve  Deaf¬ 
ness”  by  a  prominent  audiolo¬ 
gist  will  be  given  to  anyone 
answering  this  advertisement. 

The  book  contains  8  pages  of 
facts  about  today’s  most  com¬ 
mon  hearing  problem,  the  early 
warning  signs,  and  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  medical  or  surgical 
help. 

This  book  is  free,  so  we  sug¬ 
gest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no 
cost,  and  certainly  no  obliga¬ 
tion.  Thousands  of  copies  have 
already  been  mailed,  so  write 
today  to  Dept.  4545  Beltone 
Electronics  Corp.,  4201  W.  Vic¬ 
toria  St.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  60646. 


CHORAL  MUSIC  INSTITUTE 

JULY  13-19 

Southwestern  University,  Georgetown,  Texas 
STAFF 

Guest  Clinician— B.  R.  Henson 
Dean  —  Roger  Deschner 

William  and  Dee  Ann  Gorham,  Drusilla  Huffmaster,  Roger 
Melone,  Ann  Miller,  Ellsworth  Peterson,  Ken  Sheppard  Carol 
Smith 

Choral  techniques,  conducting,  research  techniques,  adult 
choir,  youth  choirs,  sight  singing  techniques,  new  music,  and 
much  more. 

CHOIRS  FOR  ADULTS  ANrD  HIGH  SCHOOL  AGE 
GRADUATE  &  UNDERGRADUATE  CREDIT 

Also  open  to  non-credit  participants 

LIMITED  ENROLLMENT  •  MODERATE  COST 

Excellent  recreational  facilities 

WRITE:  Dean  Nelson  F.  Adams,  School  of  Fine  Arts  Southwestern 
University,  Georgetown,  Texas  78626  ooumwestern 
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Monroe  Distirct  holds  successful  retreat 


Monroe  District  has  recently  held  a 
successful  retreat  at  Ch emin-a-Haut 
State  Park.  Shown  here  are  Betty 
Anthony  of  St.  Joseph  and  Lucille 
Goodwin  of  West  Monroe,  registering 
Ardelia  Scott  of  Bastrop.  Mrs.  Margaret 
St  Amant  of  St.  Joseph  was  leader  of  the 
retreat,  and  Mrs.  Mlnza  Rabun  of 
Bastrop  was  in  charge  of  arrangements. 


First  UM  Bastrop  Seniors 


Hugh  Youngblood  (center)  holding  the  "Young  Businessman  Award,"  is  shown 
here  with  John  Luffey,  Mrs.  Youngblood,  Lieut.  Gov.  James  Fitzmorris,  and  Sam 
Thomas  of  the  S.B.A.  Advisory  Council,  which  made  the  award. 
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is  published  each  Friday. 
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Son  appointed  chairman  of  Aurora  UM^iurcl^anctuar^misecrated 
Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  Fund 


John  Jackson  of  Winnfield,  La.,  has 
been  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Howard 
Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  Fund,  a 
major  project  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
the  Laity,  announced  Tom  Matheny, 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  today. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  the  former  District 
Lay  Leader  of  the  Natchitoches  District 
and  has  been  a  long  time  active  member 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity  and 
his  District  Board  of  the  Laity. 

The  Howard  Daughenbaugh  Scholar¬ 
ship  Fund  is  a  fund  set  up  in  memory 


of  the  late  Howard  Daughenbaugh, 
former  Conference  Lay  Leader  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  The  fund 
is  for  scholarships  for  education  and 
full  time  Christian  service  for  students  at 
Centenary  College  and  Dillard 
University. 

“John  Jackson  is  one  of  the  out¬ 
standing,  dedicated  Laymen  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  We  are  fortunate 
that  he  is  willing  to  take  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  this  important  task,”  said  Mr. 
Matheny. 


Dr.  B.  Joseph  Martin  guest 
speaker  at  Parsonettes  Luncheon 


Dr.  B.  Joseph  Martin  is  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  Annual  Conference 
Parsonettes  luncheon  in  Shreveport  this 
Thursday,  May  29,  according  to  Mrs.  C. 
R.  McCammon  of  Franklin,  President  of 
the  Lafayette  District  Parsonettes.  The 
Lafayette  Parsonettes  are  hosting  the 
luncheon  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport. 

In  keeping  with  the  theme  used  by  the 
Lafayette  ladies  this  year,  “A  Walk 
Along  the  Bayou,”  the  Conference  lun¬ 
cheon  theme  will  be  “Welcome  to  Bayou 
Country.” 

Doctor  Martin  is  a  Louisiana  native, 
the  son  of  a  Methodist  minister,  having 
been  born  at  Bourg  near  Houma.  He 
holds  degrees  from  a  number  of 
universities,  including  the  Master  of 
Theology  and  Doctor  of  Theology  from 
the  University  of  Southern  California, 
Los  Angeles.  The  Doctor  of  Laws 
honorary  degree  was  conferred  upon  him 
by  Houghton  College,  Houghton,  N.  Y. 

His  professional  career  is  long  and 
illustrious,  including  professorships  in 
various  California  colleges  and  at  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary,  Wilmore,  Ky.  He 
has  served,  also,  as  vice-president  of 
Oklahoma  City  University,  President  of 
Wesleyan  College,  Macon,  Ga.,  and 
President  of  Taylor  University,  Upland, 
Ind.  When  he  retired  from  the  latter 


Dr.  B.  Joseph  Martin 
Parsonette  Speaker 

position,  he  returned  to  Louisiana  and 
accepted  an  appointment  at  Nicholls 
State  University,  Thibodaux.  Doctor 
Martin  has  also  served  in  Methodist 
pastoral  ministries  in  California  and 
Ohio,  and  presently  is  serving  the  Lock- 
port-Raceland  UM  Church  at  Mathews. 

Mrs.  McCammon  indicates  that  the 
Parsonettes  Luncheon  will  be  an  out¬ 
standing  occasion,  and  many  Conference 
Parsonettes  will  be  in  attendance  at  this 
annual  event. 


First  UM,  Alexandria  holds 
effectiveness  training  workshop 


Effectiveness  Training  Workshop  at 
First  UM  Church,  Alexandria  talks  with 
Dr.  Edgerton  (above  picture)  who  is  a 
concerned  parent,  about  the  necessity  of 
decoding  children’s  verbal  messages  in 
order  to  improve  communication  be¬ 
tween  parent  and  child.  Twenty-five 
parents  spent  one  day  engaged  in  learn¬ 
ing  more  about  improving  relationships 

St.  Mark’s  Work  Camp 
experience  for  youth 
is  June  15-21 

St.  Mark’s  Work  Camp  Experience  for 
Youth  is  scheduled  for  June  15-21  with 
three  days  in  each  of  two  locations:  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Center,  1130  N. 
Rampart,  New  Orleans,  and  St.  Mark’s 
Camp,  Covington. 

This  Christian  experience  for  young 
people  is  for  the  purpose  of  painting, 
improving,  restoring,  repairing,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  provide  Christian 
fellowship  of  recreation  and  meeting  new 
friends.  Only  30  persons  will  be 
registered,  on  a  “first  application”  basis. 
The  cost  is  $30  per  person,  and 
registration  deadline  is  Saturday,  June  7. 

To  register,  contact  the  Rev.  Willis 
Dear,  P.O.  Box  1047,  Slidell,  La.  70458 
(telephone:  504-643-6437) . 


eluded  a  general  overview  of  the  Parent 
Effectiveness  Training  course  with 
practice  in  the  communication  skills.  Mr. 
Moxley  is  an  ordained  Methodist 
Minister  with  a  Master’s  degree  in 
theology.  He  works  for  Bi-Polar  Con¬ 
sulting  Firm  and  teaches  parent, 
teacher,  and  leadership  effectiveness 
training. 

Henning  Youth  signs 
with  Centenary 


Bishop’s  Message 

Please  write  your  Senator  and  Congressional  representative  at  Baton  Rouge 
expressing  opposition  to  House  Bill  668,  a  measure  which  would  provide  for 
parish  local  option  on  all  games  of  chance.  This  bill,  which  seems  to  make  legal 
any  and  all  forms  of  gambling  known  to  humankind,  provides  little  if  any 
protection  or  built-in  defense  against  the  type  of  organized  crime  which 
inevitably  swarms  to  centers  of  wide-open  gambling. 

This  is  your  opportunity  to  see  that  the  measure  is  soundly  defeated,  but  the 
measure  will  not  be  defeated  unless  you  express  yourself. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Joe  Kelly,  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  L.  Norris,  the  Rev.  Dr. 

The  new  Sanctuary  of  the  Aurora  UM 
Church  in  New  Orleans  was  consecrated 
on  May  18.  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
conducted  the  act  of  consecration,  and  he 
was  assisted  by  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Norris, 
New  Orleans  District  Superintendent, 
Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  Pastor,  and  Joe 
Kelly,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  new  Youth  Building  is  scheduled 
for  completion  by  June  1. 

Total  cost  of  construction  and  fur¬ 
nishings  is  about  $550,000,  according  to 
Doctor  Rickey. 


Henry  A.  Rickey,  participants  in  the 
Aurora  consecration  services. 


North  Highlands  Church,  Shreveport 

Family  of  the  year 


Mrs.  Ruth  Jones  Cadwallader  presents 
a  check  to  Dr.  Henry  Rickey  to  start  an 
Organ  Fund  for  the  Aurora  Church. 


Second  Annual  “ Ole  Time ”  camp  meeting 
to  be  held  in  Lake  Charles  District 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jon  Oliver,  Patrick  and 
Ellen  Anne  are  shown  with  the  annual 
" Family  of  the  Year"  award,  which  is  - 
presented  on  Mother’s  Day  at  North 
Highlands  UM  Church,  Shreveport. 
Nominations  are  made  by  the 
congregation  and  the  final  selection  is 
made  by  past  recipients.  The  award  is 
sponsored  by  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
with  Mrs.  June  Freeman  as  chairperson. 
Lonnie  M.  Sibley  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


The  Second  “Ole  Time”  Camp  Meeting 
will  be  held  at  the  Lake  Charles  District 
Camp,  June  8-14.  This  camp  is  designed 
for  the  entire  family,  and  according  to 
Roynell  Troutman,  chairman  and 
spokesman  for  the  planning  committee, 
“all  are  welcome.” 

You  may  camp  for  the  entire  week  or  a 
portion  of  it.  Bring  campers  or  tents  or 
reserve  a  cabin.  The  camp  again  is  being 
co-sponsored  by  the  Roanoke  and  Kinder 
UM  churches,  and  the  Reverends  Ed 
Henkel,  Kinder  and  Homer  Bailes, 
Roanoke,  are  helping  to  make  this  second 
family  camping  experience  the  best  yet. 

Special  gospel  music  will  be  presented 


on  Sunday  afternoon,  June  8,  and  the 
Morales  Brothers,  Dallas,  Texas,  will  be 
on  hand  the  following  weekend  for  more 
singing.  Bob  Lettow  and  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Skinner  are  music  directors.  District 
Superintendent  Byrl  Moreland  will  serve 
as  camp  evangelist,  preaching  nightly. 
On  each  of  six  mornings,  the  following 
persons  will  be  in  charge  of  devotions: 
Hubert  Blanchard;  John  Berstedt; 
Nathan  Avant,  Jr.;  Nathan  Avant,  III; 
Ernie  Toepfer;  and  Allan  Stackhouse. 

For  further  information  contact  either 
Rev.  Henkel  or  Rev.  Bailes  at  their 
respective  churches. 


First  UM,  Jonesville  celebrates 
dedication  and  consecration 


Camphor  UM  Church  hears 
welfare  speaker  on  Men’s  Day 

Camphor  Memorial  UM  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  observed  Men’s  Day  recently, 
and  featured  on  the  program  was  Morris 
F.  X.  Jeff,  Jr.  Director  of  the  New 
Orleans  City  Welfare  Department. 

Mr.  Jeff  inspired  the  audience  with  his 
historical  perspective  of  Black  con¬ 
tributions  and  growth,  and  challenged 
the  group  with  his  insight  into  needs  and 
prospects  for  the  future.  He  noted  that 
the  “new  black  man  ...  is  searching  for 
relevance,  responsiveness,  involvement, 
creative  change  and  truth  ...” 


First  UM  Church,  Jonesville,  has 
dedicated  its  new  $110,000  church  plant, 
which  was  paid  for  in  ten  years.  The 
service  of  dedication  took  place  on  May  4, 
with  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
presiding.  At  the  same  time,  the  new 
parsonage  was  consecrated.  The  par¬ 
sonage,  including  furnishings  and  lot  are 
valued  at  $75,000. 


N.  L.  Swann, 
(left)  oldest  mem¬ 
ber  of  Jonesville's 
First  UM  Church, 
Bishop  Crutchfield, 
the  Rev.  Jimmie  D. 
Pyles,  and  Halbert 
Scott,  all  took  part 
in  burning  of 
church  note. 


Also  taking  part  in  the  ceremonies  was 
the  Rev.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District.  The  address  of 
welcome  was  given  by  Dr.  Dick  Thomae, 
chairman  of  the  church’s  Administrative 
Board.  E.  H.  Scott,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  N.  L.  Swann,  oldest 
member  of  the  church,  and  the  Rev. 
Jimmie  Pyles,  pastor,  took  part  in 
burning  of  the  church  note. 


News  of  note  from  here  and  there 


The  Rev.  George  Calvin  is  pastor  of  the 
Camphor  church. 


Mr.  Jeff  is  pictured  addressing  the 
Men's  Day  Celebration  audience  at  the 
Camphor  UM  Church. 


Around  Our  Conference 


Dwight  Myers  (seated)  an  active 
member  of  Henning  UM  Church  and  a 
leader  in  the  Youth  Fellowship,  has 
signed  a  letter  of  Intent  to  play  basketball 
at  Centenary  College.  Also  in  the  picture 
are  Dwight’s  coach  at  Sulphur  High 
School,  his  minister  at  Henning,  the  Rev. 
Warren  Blakeman;  and  his  father, 
Homer  Myers. 


Glenmora  UM  Church  observed 
National  Family  Week  May  4-11,  with 
three  services  held  Tuesday  through 
Thursday  evenings.  Mrs.  James  B. 
Irvine,  Sr.,  Coordinator  for  Family 
Services,  planned  and  presided  over  the 
three  services.  Featured  during  Family 
Week  were  the  Rev.  Doug  Williams  and 
Mr.  Allen  from  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston;  Judge  George  M. 
Foote,  City  Judge  of  Alexandria;  and 
Jack  M.  Pearce,  superintendent  of  LTI- 
Pineville.  Special  music  for  the  services 
was  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  Morrison. 

•  •  • 

Building  Consultant,  Dr.  Glenn 
Gothard  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  will  be  in  Louisiana  the 
week  of  June  15  -  20.  Any  church  needing 
his  services  with  building  or  remodeling 
plans  should  contact  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  Office  (318)  868- 
5362  for  a  date  during  that  week. 

*  *  • 

Graduating  seniors  of  First  UM 
Church,  Bastrop,  were  honored  with  an 
informal  cookout  at  the  parsonage.  The 
Rev.  Ed  Barksdale  is  their  pastor.  As  a 
special  recognition,  the  cake  was 
decorated  with  their  graduation  theme 
and  school  colors.  Each  senior  received  a 


gift  from  the  church  during  services  on 
May  18.  The  seniors  and  some  of  the 
youth  workers  who  attended  the  par¬ 
sonage  party  are  pictured  here. 

*  •  • 

Roberts  UM  Church,  Denham  Springs, 
recently  held  religious  services  in  the 
Denham  Springs  Projects.  The  service 
was  an  attempt  to  administer  to  the 
Senior  Citizens  and  persons  unable  to 
attend  regular  church  services.  This 
event  was  made  possible  by  the  visiting 
teams  of  evangelists.  The  Rev.  Clarence 
Hillard  is  pastor  of  the  Roberts  church. 


Becca  and  Don  Cottrill  announce  the 
baptism  of  Cynthia  Elizabeth  Cottrill 
which  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  May 
29,  at  5:30  P.M.  in  Lane  Chaipel  of  Noel 
Memorial  UM  Church  in  Shreveport.  The 
Cottrills  invite  the  Conference  family  tc 
share  their  joyous  occasion. 

*  *  * 

“Three  Nights  In  Grace”  was  a 
highlight  for  the  congregation  at  Grace 
UM  Church  in  Ruston.  It  consisted  of 
small  group  discussions  on  Prayer  and 
Witness.  The  third  night  was  a  mass 
worship  service  of  song  and  witness. 
The  Rev.  Leon  C.  Scott  is  pastor  of 
Grace. 


A  student  ministerial  husband  and  wife 
team  from  Louisiana  are  recipients  of 
the  Elsa  Cook  Award  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity.  The  Award  was  presented  to  John 
and  Marie  Williams.  John,  a  native  of 
Amite,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  N. 
Williams.  The  award  was  established  by 
students  and  friends  in  honor  of  Miss 
Elsa  Cook,  when  she  retired  from  the 
Perkins  staff,  and  the  recipient  is  chosen 
each  year  at  the  annual  spring  banquet. 

Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  president  of 
Dillard  University,  delivered  the  keynote 
address  at  Southern  University’s  com¬ 
mencement  exercises  on  May  16  ...  In 
other  Dillard  news,  Doctor  Cook  has 


announced  the  election  of  Joel  Lawrence 
Fleishman,  director  of  the  Institute  of 
Policy  Science  and  Public  Affairs  and 
professor  of  law  at  Duke  University,  to 
the  Dillard  University  Board  of  Trustees. 

Mrs.  James  B.  Grambling 
dies  after  brief  illness 

Mrs.  James  B.  Grambling  died  on  May 
16  at  Schumpert  Memorial  Hospital, 
after  a  brief  illness.  She  was  79,  the  wife 
of  the  Rev.  James  B.  Grambling,  one  of 
our  retired  ministers  living  in 
Shreveport. 

Surviving  Mrs.  Grambling  are  her 
husband  and  one  son,  Robert. 


Monroe  First  UM  member  named 
“Young  Businessman  of  the  Year’ 


William  Hugh  Youngblood,  president 
and  owner  of  Speciality  Sound,  Monroe, 
and  an  active  member  of  First  UM 
Church  in  that  city,  was  recently  named 
“Louisiana’s  Young  Businessman  of  the 
Year”  for  1975. 

The  selection  for  this  award  was  made 
by  the  New  Orleans  District  Advisory 
Council  of  the  Small  Business 
Administration.  Mr.  Youngblood  was 
chosen  from  a  group  of  resumes  sub¬ 


mitted  by  candidates  from  throughout 
the  state. 

While  still  a  student  at  Northeast 
Louisiana  University,  he  had  already 
begun  his  business  career.  He  holds  the 
B.  S.  degree  from  that  institution,  and 
expects  to  receive  a  degree  in  physics 
there  at  an  early  date. 

The  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Mr. 
Youngblood’s  pastor  at  First  church, 
notes  the  many  contributions  and  talents 
of  this  outstanding  church  member. 
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Jesus:  Saying  the  word  and  being  like  Him 


Here  I  Stand 
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“It  is  a  rarity  that  the  name  of  Jesus  is 
even  printed  in  your  paper,”  Mrs.  Betty 
Lou  Bennett  of  Apache  Junction, 
Arizona,  says  in  a  letter  printed 
elsewhere  on  this  page.  She  asks  "why” 
she  does  not  see  more  spiritual  help  for 
“congregations  of  powerless,  unhappy, 
frustrated  people”  reflected  in  the  pages 
ofTM/UMR. 

Mrs.  Bennett’s  letter  expresses  a 
concern  which  arises  periodically,  and  is 
worthy  of  periodical  response.  We  offer 
the  following  analysis  and  response  and 
invite  others  who  wish  to  express  their 
opinions  on  these  issues  to  do  so: 

1.  TM/  UMR  is  first  and  foremost  a 
church  newspaper.  Its  primary  purpose 
is  not  to  provide  inspiration  (we  have 
excellent  devotional  magazines  which 
fulfill  this  need)  nor  to  serve  as  a  tool  for 
evangelism  or  indoctrination  (materials 
for  these  functions  are  available  from 
Nashville). 

As  a  newspaper,  most  of  TM/  UMR’s 
weekly  content  reports  and  reflects  what 
is  happening  in  the  church  rather  than 
what  the  paper’s  editorial  staff  might 
wish  to  be  happening.  A  relatively  small 
amount  of  space  is  devoted  to  editorial 
opinions  of  the  paper’s  staff.  Normally  a 
larger  amount  of  space  is  given  for  the 


opinions  of  readers.  Therefore,  if  Jesus’ 
name  is  not  prominent  or  goes  un¬ 
mentioned  in  a  given  issue,  it  is  as  much 
the  responsibility  of  the  church-at-large 
and  our  readers  as  it  is  our  staff. 

2.  The  fact  that  the  specific  word 
“Jesus”  might  not  appear  in  a  given 
issue  of  the  paper  does  not  automatically 
mean  that  the  church-at-large,  our 
readers,  and  our  staff  are  not  con¬ 
scientiously  attempting  to  reflect  Jesus 
in  their/  our  words  and  actions.  We  all 
know  persons  who  constantly  use  Jesus’ 
name  but  whose  lives  do  not  reflect  His 
ways ;  and  we  all  know  persons  who  use 
Jesus’  name  sparingly  but  whose  lives 
radiantly  and  consistently  reflect  a 
commitment  to  be  and  act  like  Him. 

We  believe  there  must  be  a  more 
meaningful  measurement  for  Christian 
discipleship  than  the  number  of  times 
one  mentions  Jesus’  name  in  a  sermon,  in 
a  conversation,  or  in  an  issue  of  this 
newspaper. 

3.  In  a  paper  published  by  the  church 
for  members  of  the  church,  we  should  be 
able  to  assume  that  all  writers  and  all 
readers  are  committed  to  Jesus  Christ.  It 
may  be  true  that  many  whose  names  are 
on  church  rolls  do  not  take  that  mem¬ 
bership  seriously  enough  even  to  attend 


What  makes  a  song  ‘Christian’? 


What  makes  some  music  “Christian 
What  makes  some  music  “secular”?  How 
can  we  know  the  difference? 

Those  are  a  few  questions  glaringly  left 
unanswered  in  a  recent  article  on  music 
of  the  church  by  British  song  writer 
Sydney  Carter  in  the  May  issue  of  the 
United  Methodist  magazine  “Music 
Ministry”  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue) . 

Mr.  Carter  says  a  song  does  not  have  to 
have  a  “dogmatic”  answer  to  the  human 
struggles  it  presents  to  be  valuable  to  the 
Christian  experience.  He  suggests  that 
the  church  should  regard  songs  produced 
by  persons  outside  the  faith  as  valuable 
sources  of  church  music. 

Such  suggestions  have  considerable 
value.  Through  the  years  the  church  has 
been  slow  in  adapting  its  music  forms  to 
the  tastes  of  our  changing  times.  In  the 
same  way  that  God  has  not  singled  out 
the  organ  and  the  piano  as  His  chosen 
instruments  of  praise,  He  undoubtedly 
has  not  singled  out  pre-twentieth  century 
music  as  His  chosen  musical  forms. 

Yet  across-the-board  rejection  of 
modern  music  as  unsuitable  for  worship 
is  no  worse  than  uncritical  acceptance  of 
contemporary  music  for  the  sake  of  its 
popularity. 

It  should  be  obvious  that  every  song 
which  speaks  of  love  is  not  speaking  of 
Christian  love  or  God’s  love.  Likewise, 

Welcome  to  Long  Beach 
District  edition  readers 

With  last  week’s  issue,  a  new  way  of 
using  this  newspaper  was  given  birth. 

The  new  creation  is  “Spirit,”  a  weekly 
edition  of  the  paper  published  for  the 
Long  Beach  District  of  the  Southern 
Calif omia-Arizona  Annual  Conference, 
along  with  that  conference’s  “Circuit 
West”  edition. 

TM/  UMR  has  long  served  as  a  two-in- 
one  publication  (annual  conference  and 
national  news)  and  a  three-in-one 
publication  (local  church,  annual  con¬ 
ference,  and  national  news). 

With  the  district  edition  innovation, 
congregations  in  the  Long  Beach  District 
which  have  their  own  TM/  UMR  local 
church  editions  now  actually  receive  four 
different  publications  in  one:  local 
church,  district,  annual  conference  and 
national. 

To  our  new  readers  in  the  Long  Beach 
District,  we  say  “Welcome.”  You  are 
adding  a  new  dimension  to  the  service  we 
render  the  church.  We  hope  you  will  find 
TM/  UMR  informative,  and  that  you  will 
join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  via  ‘Letters  to  the  Editor’.” 

To  our  continuing  readers  across  the 
church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
your  part  in  making  TM/  UMR  what  it 
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every  song  which  mentions  Christ’s 
name  is  not  automatically  Christian.  In 
many  instances,  popular  songs  which 
purport  to  be  of  the  faith  really  reflect 
sub-Christian  values. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  with  listening 
to  and  enjoying  non-Christian  songs  for 
what  they  are.  But  in  our  desire  to  be 
relevant  to  the  times  we  must  resist  the 
temptation  of  labeling  as  “Christian” 
every  song  with  a  likeable  tune  and  a 
message  with  which  we  agree. 

So  what  makes  Christian  music 
“Christian?”  The  answer,  of  course,  is 
Christ  —  not  just  His  name,  but  the 
witness  God  has  made  through  Him.  If  a 
song  does  not  bear  witness  to  what  God 
has  done  through  Christ,  it  is  not 
Christian.  It  may  be  a  good  song.  It  may 
be  an  enjoyable  song.  It  may  offer  us  a 
valuable  message.  It  may  be  a  tool  for 
Christian  witnessing.  But  it  is  not 
Christian. 

Church  music  does  not  have  to  stand 
the  test  of  time  to  be  valuable,  but  its 
witness  must  stand  the  test  of  the 
example  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


worship.  It  may  also  be  true  that  many  of 
those  who  attend  church  equate  their 
participation  with  being  Christian.  But  in 
a  newspaper  for  church  members  such 
as  TM/  UMR,  it  could  hardly  be 
expected  that  the  paper’s  focus  would  be 
on  evangelizing  the  unchurched.  The  role 
of  this  paper  is  to  inform  people  within 
the  church  about  events  and  trends 
within  the  church,  and  to  prod  the 
church  and  its  membership  to  be  more 
faithful  to  the  gospel. 

4.  Since  it  cannot  automatically  be 
assumed  that  all  to  whom  we  relate  in  the 
church  are  committed  to  Christ  and  His 
message,  those  who  are  committed  share 
the  responsibility  of  witnessing  for  Christ 
inside  as  well  as  outside  the  church.  If 
our  churches  are  filled  with  “powerless, 
unhappy,  frustrated  people,”  we  all 
share  in  the  responsibility. 

For  our  part,  we  seek  always  in  ex¬ 
pressions  of  editorial  opinion  to  relate 
how  and  why  we  believe  a  particular 
position  reflects  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Recognizing  our  own  fallibility, 
we  not  only  allow,  but  encourage  readers 
to  express  contrary  opinions  based  on 
their  understanding  of  the  gospel.  Over 
the  past  several  years  we  have  noticed  a 
significant  qualitative  and  quantitative 
increase  in  reader  responses  which  seek 
consciously  to  reflect  -the-  spirit  of 
Christ." 

Following  this  same  principle,  we 
believe  those  responsible  for  creating 
and  administering  church  programs 
should  seek  to  reflect  more  visibly  how 
those  programs  are  conscious  attempts 
to  extend  Christ’s  Word  and  work  in  the 
world.  If  less  were  assumed  and  more  of 
the  Christian  rationale  for  such  pro¬ 
grams  were  spelled  out,  disagreement 
would  continue  when  we  printed  news 
about  them,  but  misunderstanding  would 
surely  be  reduced. 

5.  We  have  no  intention  now  or  in  the 
future  of  taking  a  weekly  count  of  how 
many  times  Jesus’  name  is  mentioned  in 
this  publication. 

But  at  the  same  time  we  recommit 
ourselves  to  the  task  of  consciously 
reflecting  Jesus  Christ  in  all  our  words 
and  actions.  We  hope  that  this  reflection 
will  be  sufficiently  clear  that  others  may 
see  and  understand  it  for  what  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be.  We  urge  others  who  read, 
who  write,  and  who  otherwise  participate 
in  the  church’s  life,  to  make  similar 
recommitments  to  Christian  disciple¬ 
ship. 


The  value  of  our  quotas 
on  the  way  to  a  new  day 


By  RICHARD  TRUITT 

The  quota-system  for  establishing 
fairer  representation  on  church  boards 
and  committees  is  under  scrutiny.  I  offer 
the  following  experience  and  opinion  to 
the  ongoing  dialogue. 

Following  the  1972  session  of  the 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  seven  of  us  were 
assembled  at  O’Hare  Airport  to  nominate 
the  “members-at-large”  for  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Earlier,  the 
five  jurisdictions  had  each  elected  4 
laywomen,  4  laymen  and  4  clergy  to  the 
Board. 

Our  first  responsibility  was  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  legislation  of  the  recent 
General  Conference  regarding  the 
categories  and  quotas  that  had  been 
established.  The  first  category  was 
“former  denomination.”  In  the  merger 
of  1968,  a  formula  was  established  to 
assure  that  the  members  of  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church 
would  be  given  extra  voice  on  all  boards 
and  agencies.  The  five  jurisdictions  had 
elected  only  six  persons  who  were  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren.  We  were  to 
name  at- least  TWore.  The  total  board 
would  number  about  90  including  10 
bishops.  (The  Council  of  Bishops  would 
name  5  to  10  members.) 

The  “Discipline”  also  set  a  quota  for 
persons  under  35  years  of  age.  It 
declares:  “not  less  than  20%  of  the  total 
membership  of  each  board  shall  be  under 
35  years  of  age,  with  not  less  than  10% 


Richard  Truitt 


Detween  the  ages  of  25  and  34,  not  less 
than  5%  between  the  ages  of  19  and  25, 
and  not  less  than  5%  18  years  of  age  or 
under  at  the  time  of  election.” 

What  our  quotas  required 

For  our  committee  that  meant  we 
should  have  nine  persons  between  25  and 
34;  five  between  19  and  24;  and  four 
under  19.  The  Jurisdictions  had  elected 
two  persons  under  19  and  two  persons  in 
the  19  to  24  category,  but  not  a  single 
person  between  24  and  35! 

So:  six  persons  who  were  former  EUB 
members;  two  persons  under  19;  three 
between  19  and  24;  and  nine  in  that 
powerless  group,  25-34. 

The  next  quota  isn’t  mandatory.  The 
“Discipline”  says,  “Among  the  at-large 
members  of  each  board,  it  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  there  be  no  less  than  two  of 
each  of  the  following :  Asian  Americans, 
Blacks,  Hispanic  Americans,  and  Indian 
Americans.”  No  one  in  our  committee 
had  any  inclination  to  ignore  the 
recommendation.  So:  six  former  EUB’s; 
two  under  19;  two  19-24;  nine  25-34;  two 
Asian  Americans,  two  Blacks;  two 
Hispanic  Americans;  two  Indian 
Americans;  for  a  total  of  26. 

But  we  needed  less  than  20  persons! 
That  meant  combining  categories.  And, 
of  course,  the  members-at-large  should 
be  chosen  equally  from  the  five 
Jurisdictions. 

Complicated?  Yes!  Absurd?  No!  All  of 
this  was  done  for  a  solid  reason  clearly 
set  forth  by  the  1972  General  Conference: 
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Why  isn’t  Jesus  more  prominent  in  paper? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  fourth  generation  Methodist,  a 
professional  counselor,  and  a  concerned 
reader  of  your  paper.  Assuming  that 
your  paper  is  a  reflection  of  the  church  it 
represents,  I  have  several  questions: 

(1)  Do  you  believe  that  the  name  of 
Jesus  is  the  name  above  all  names  and 
that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
shall  bow?  Philippians  2:10 

(2)  Do  you  believe  that  all  scripture  is 
given  of  God?  II  Timothy  3:16 

(3)  Do  you  believe  that  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  controls  our  lives  He  will  produce 
love,  joy,  peace,  patience  .  .  .?  Galatians 
5:22 

I  do  not  question  that  your  paper 
represents  a  Godly  church  —  I  am 
•questioning  if  it  represents  a  Jesus 
church  —  a  Christian  church.  It  is  a 
rarity  that  the  name  of  Jesus  is  even 
printed  in  your  paper  —  the  name  that  is 
above  all  names  —  and  even  rarer  that 
the  reality  of  a  living  Jesus  is  even 
discussed. 

As  a  professional  counselor  I  see  the 
“world”  without  answers  for  troubled 
lives,  but  Jesus  with  all  the  answers.  A 
number  of  years  ago  I  took  a  vow  to  be 
loyal  to  the  Methodist  Church  and  I  am 
seriously  questioning  that  vow.  Our 
family  is  very  active  in  the  church, 
conference  camping,  Lay  Witness 
Missions,  Sunday  School,  UMYF,  etc. 
and  I  am  seeing  congregations  of  power¬ 
less,  unhappy,  frustrated  people.  I  do  not 
see  any  help  for  these  people  reflected  in 
our  weekly  Methodist  paper. 

I  am  wondering  why? 

Betty  Lou  Bennett 
Apache  Junction,  Arizona 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  believe  all  of  the 
three  passages  of  scripture  listed  above; 
however,  we  recognize  that  different 
persons  might  interpret  the  specific 
meaning  and  application  of  those 
passages  in  somewhat  different  ways. 
For  a  more  complete  response  to  the 
questions  posed,  see  the  editorial 
elsewhere  on  this  page.  The  column  at 
the  bottom  of  this  page  also  addresses 
some  of  these  concerns  indirectly. 

Christians  do  count 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  “Violence  spurs  church 
action”  (TM/  UMR,  May  16)  was  great! 

It’s  time  that  as  Christians  we  are 
awakened  to  the  amount  of  violence  we 
are  subjected  to  from  newspapers, 
movies  and  television  daily. 

By  the  time  a  person  reaches  65,  he  has 
witnessed  several  thousand  murders  on 
TV  and  may  begin  to  feel  this  is  ac¬ 
ceptable  behavior. 

As  Christians  we  should  take  a  stand 
and  let  the  TV  stations,  newspapers  and 
movie  people  know  we’ve  other  beautiful 
interests  .  .  .  sincere  love,  caring  and 
sharing  with  others! 

Christians  do  count.  D  „  „ 
Bonnie  Kelley 

Irving,  Texas 

Why  type  of  facts  and 

morality  support  that? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  Mr.  E.  P. 
Harvey’s  article  “Morality  of  world 
hunger  response  is  not  so  simple” 


(TM/  UMR,  May  9) .  I  was  left  with  two 
basic  questions.  One  was,  where  does  Mr. 
Harvey  get  the  facts  which  support  his 
peculiar  views  regarding  the  relationship 
between  food  supply  and  rate  of 
procreation?  Secondly,  how  does  he 
justify  his  view's  of  human  relations  from 
a  Christian  perspective? 

It  seems  to  me  that  he  sees  people 
more  in  terms  of  animals  rather  than 
human  beings.  I  believe  that  most 
scholars  and  analysts  perceive  the 
population-hunger  problem  as  being 
more  complex  than  the  one-to-one  ratio 
that  Mr.  Harvey  describes.  Mr.  Harvey 
also  bases  his  morality  on  questionable 
political,  economic  considerations, 
rather  than  on  Biblical  and  theological 
grounds.  Did  not  Jesus  say,  “Love  your 
enemies;  do  good  to  them  tfiftt  hate 
you?” 

Paul  K.  Giddings 

Caruthers,  California 

A  Bible  under  the  arm 
is  a  belter  witness 
To  the  Editor: 

As  for  pew  Bibles  (TM/  UMR 
editorial,  May  2),  I  guess  the  way  is  to 
“join  ’em  if  you  can’t  lick  ’em.” 

A  Bible  under  the  arm  is  a  witness  of 
your  love,  both  on  the  street  and  in  the 
church. 

I’ve  found  it  a  real  joy  to  follow,  in  my 
Living  Bible,  as  the  pastor  reads.  My 
main  criticism  of  The  Living  Bible  is  the 
tiny  verse  numbers. 

Mrs.  Luke  E.  Turnbough 

Edina,  Missouri 

W e  nee  d^m.o  re- sc  rva  nts  ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  the  article  on  the 
charismatic  movement  (“Here  I  Stand,” 
May  2  issue),  I  would  like  to  agree  with 
Harold  Mitchell  on  his  opinion  that  we 
can  spend  too  much  time  and  effort  in 
searching  for  miracles  and  emotional 
feelings. 

Jesus  rebuked  the  crowds  for  following 
Him  only  to  see  miracles.  When  God  has 
revealed  Himself  to  us  through  Christ, 
the  result  should  be  service.  God  will  give 
us  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  as  He  sees  fit. 

There  are  too  many  “thrill-seekers” 
among  Christians  of  today  and  not 
enough  servants.  Ephesians  2:10  says: 
“God  is  our  Maker,  and  in  our  union  with 
Christ  Jesus,  he  has  created  us  for  a  life 
of  good  works,  which  He  has  already 
prepared  for  us  to  do.” 

Mrs.  Louise  Keller 

Hastings,  Florida 

Full  gospel  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

A  quick  note  of  appreciation  for  the 
thoughtful  article  “Four  criteria  for 
testing  the  spirits”  by  Harold  Mitchell 
(TM/  UMR,  May  2). 

Now  have  him  write  one  on  why  United 
Methodist  members  feel  the  spiritual 
hunger  for  “full  gospel”  experiences 
beyond  our  Methodist  Church.  What  can 
be  done  to  lead  our  members  in  the 
direction  he  points? 

Mrs.  Joe  Halbach,  Jr. 

Memphis,  Tennessee 


Let’*  get  our  own  house 
in  order  first 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  May  9  issue,  you  report  that  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  supported  an  end  to  visa 
restrictions  on  Jews  wishing  to  leave 
Russia  and  for  “freeing  or  radical 
reduction  of  sentences”  for  Jews  being 
held  in  Soviet  prisons  for  practicing  their 
religion. 

I  strongly  oppose  our  Global  Ministries 
position  on  this  and  not  because  I  believe 
what  the  Soviets  may  be  doing  is  right.  In 
my  opinion,  our  government  was  way  off 
base  when  it  applied  pressure  to  the 
Soviets,  that  Jews  should  be  free  to  leave 
Russia.  Now  my  church  tries  the  same. 

I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  it  is  just  to 
detain  the  Jews  who  desire  to  leave 
Russia  (Jews,  who  incidentally  are 
Soviet  citizens  of  the  Jewish  religion). 
But  what  I  do  know  is  that  the  USA  has  its 
emigration  laws  and  no  other  nation  tells 
us  how  to  operate  them. 

The  United  States  has  much  to  do  to 
place  its  own  house  in  order,  before 
pressuring  other  nations  on  how  they 
should  treat  their  citizens.  The  ugly 
qualities  of  our  national  life  can  be  im¬ 
proved  to  overcome  racism,  selfishness 
and  cruelty.  Yes,  there  is  much  injustice 
in  the  world,  but  it  should  be  corrected  by 
beginning  with  ourselves. 

Frederick  Rowland 

New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania 

Will  our  Headers 9 
answer  some  questions? 

To  the  Editor: 

So  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
done  it  again!  They  condemn  South 
Korea  for  numerous  crimes,  and  accuse 
the  regime  there  of  “oppressive  and 
inhumane  policies  and  actions” 
(TM/  UMR,  April  18). 

Where  were  these  bleeding  hearts 
when  the  American  bulldozers  uncovered 
a  mass  grave  in  Hue,  with  over  three 
hundred  priests,  nuns,  ministers,  doc¬ 
tors,  teachers,  and  lawyers,  hands  tied 
behind  their  backs  and  shot  in  the  back  of 
the  head?  Where  were  these  same  so- 
called  “church  leaders”  when  the  North 
Vietnamese  communists  violated  the 
Peace  Treaty  before  the  ink  was  dry? 
Where  are  they  now  that  there  is  a  civil 
war  in  Ethiopia  that  has  been  going  on 
for  thirteen  years?  What  do  they  say 
about  the  many  crimes  committed  by 
any  communist  regime  you  can  name? 
What  do  they  say  about  the  increasing 
numbers  of  criminals  turned  loose  by 
“liberal”  judges  to  commit  a  second  or 
third  crime  before  they  are  tried  for  the 
first? 

It  is  very  strange  that  so  many  of  them 
parrot  the  communist  line  as  faithfully  as 
if  they  had  a  membership  card.  Does  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  have  the  backbone  to  tell  where 
they  stand  on  the  questions  I  have  asked? 
Or  will  this  letter  go  in  the  wastebasket 
because  it  dares  ask  questions  they  don’t 
want  to  be  forced  to  answer. 

There  are  many,  many  Methodists 
very  tired  of  our  so-called  leaders  and 


their  behavior.  “By  their  acts  ye  shall 
know  them.”  Dare  they  reply? 

Lowell  E.  Thompson 
Brownsville.  Texas 

An  interpretive  dilemma 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  approving  Americans  watched 
Senator  Goldwater  on  the  “Today"  show 
expressing  his  warm,  forthright  and 
earthly  opposition  to  the  little  “half- 
assed”  country  interfering  with  U.S. 
shipping  on  the  high  seas.  The 
earthly-minded  among  us  probably  in¬ 
terpreted  the  term  to  mean  “small,”  or 
“mismatched”;  but  could  the  literal¬ 
minded  have  concluded  that  the  other 
“half”  was  bombed  off  earlier  by  U.S. 
planes  over  Cambodia?  D  „ 

R.  K.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

TM/UMR  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

We  appreciate  your  regularly  sending 
to  us  the  United  Methodist  Reporter;  we 
not  only  read  it  and  enjoy  the  news,  but 
also  often  clip  articles  for  the  chapel 
bulletin  board  here  at  the  school. 

Mrs.  Gerhard  Johnson 
Tamil  Nadu,  South  India 


“.  .  .  in  order  to  perfect  the  represen¬ 
tation  of  ethnic  minorities,  youth  and 
young  adults,  and  to  bring  into  the  board 
special  knowledge  or  background.” 

The  meeting  ended  late  that  day  at 
O’ Hare  and  Dr.  Dudley  Ward  went  back 
to  Washington  with  a  list  of  persons  who 
would  become  members  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Did  quotas  achieve  our  goals? 

The  questions  before  United 
Methodists  today  are:  “Did  we  achieve 
the  goal?”  “Did  the  quota  system 
work?”  “Should  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference  maintain  the  formula?”  Other 
denominations  have  parallel  concerns. 

The  experience  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  —  it  seems  to  me  — 
says  “yes”  to  these  questions. 

Women,  youth,  young  adults  and  ethnic 
minority  persons  have  had  a  voice  they 
would  noi  have  had  otherwise.  Except  for 
the  mandate  of  the  General  Conference, 
no  American  Indian,  no  Asian  American 
(except  Bishop  Wilbur  Choy  who  was 
named  to  the  Board  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops!,’  and  no  young  adults  would 
have  had  a  voice  on  this  Board! 

Their  participation  has  been  valuable! 
Fineese  Flores,  a  Latino  pastor  in 
Chicago,  embodies  the  agony  and  need  of 
Hispanic  Americans.  Josephine  Bigler 
and  Harry  Long  could  not  be  identified  as 
American  Indians  by  their  names,  but 
because  they  are,  they  have  helped  the 
Board  identify  the  inequities  and  in¬ 
justices  that  continue  to  plague  Native 
Americans.  Every  member  of  the  Board 
is  grateful  for  the  fair-minded,  good- 
spirited  leadership  of  Stan  DePano  and 
David  Harada,  Asian  Americans.  Sarah 
Johnson  was  one  of  the  “under  35” 
persons  added  as  a  member-at-large.  She 
is  “young,  gifted,  and  black”.  A  year  ago 
she  was  elected  to  the  City  Council  of 
Greensville,  Mississippi.  The  Board  is 
richer  because  of  her  membership  on  it. 

The  viewpoint  of  youth  and  young 
adults  is  expressed  and  ably  so.  And  the 
29  women  on  the  Board  have  been  ar¬ 
ticulate  not  only  on  issues  particularly 
related  to  women,  but  on  the  broad 
spectrum  of  issues  that  are  the  concern 
of  the  agency! 

Perhaps  a  positive  value  in  disguise 
has  been  the  competition  between  these 
several  categories.  When  a  staff  position 
has  been  open  and  staff  sought,  vested 
interests  were  as  obvious  as  a  Saint 
Bernard  in  a  Chihauhau  kennel!  We 
become  living  proof  that  the  Kingdom  is 
not  “fait  accompli”.  What  Reinhold 
Neibuhr  called  “collective  egotism” 
applies  to  all  of  us  —  ethnic  minority 
groups  and  others  not  excepted. 

.  ■  V 

We  should  keep  our  quotas 

As  one  infected  by  Christian  idealism, 
categories  and  quotas  don’t  appeal  to  me. 

At  one  point,  however,  board  mem¬ 
bership  had  only  one  category :  establish- 
mentarians  over  45,  usually  male!  That 
doesn’t  appeal  to  me  at  all. 

On  the  way  to  a  new  day  we  will  do  well 
to  keep  our  quotas.  For  United 
Methodists  that  must  be  through  at  least 
one  more  General  Conference  and  the 
ensuing  quadrennium. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Truitt,  Is  pastor  of  the  Albright 
UMC  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
Wisconsin  Annual  Conference,  and  a 
member  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  " Here  1  Stand,” 
TM-UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Evening  impressions  while 
strolling  in  Manhattan 


I 

Spurgeon  Dunnam 

While  in  New  York  Chty  for  a  church 
press  convention  recently,  cir¬ 
cumstances  converged  to  place  me  in  a 
very  strange  situation. 

It  was  late  afternoon.  Apparently 
everyone  else  in  our  group  had  already 
made  {dans  for  dinner  and  the  evening, 
and  left  the  hotel  by  the  time  I  finished 
making  some  phone  calls.  No  program 
was  planned  for  the  evening.  In  what 
sane  consider  the  most  exciting  city  in 
the  world,  I  found  myself  alone  with  no 
agenda. 

So,  I  decided  just  to  take  a  walk  down 
the  streets  of  the  big  city  to  see  what  I 
might  see. 

I  looked  all  around  me  and  saw 
buildings  that  stretched  to  the  sky. 

I  saw  cabs  and  cars  and  busses 
whizzing  in  every  direction,  frequently 
accenting  their  presence  with  an 
abrasive  honk. 

I  saw  a  policeman  riding  a  horse  with  a 
club  in  his  hand. 

I  saw  a  huge  Winston  sign,  with  ar¬ 
tificial  cigarette  smoke  being  blown  out 
the  “mouth”  of  the  man  in  the  sign. 

I  saw  a  long,  golden-glittering  sign 
telling  me  that  the  “real  thing”  in  life  is 
Coca  Cola. 

I  saw  movie  marquees  offering 
violence,  hatred,  greed  and  sex¬ 
ploitation. 

I  saw  in  bold-lettered  lights  the  word 
“burlesque,  ”  and  a  smaller  sign  beneath  it 
which  said:  "You  can  see  it  all  here.” 

I  saw  a  thousand  bright  lights  of  every 
size  and  color,  each  competing  with  the 


others  for  attention,  with  all  of  them 
finally  blurring  together  in  my  conscious¬ 
ness. 

I  saw  women  ready  to  sell  themselves. 

I  saw  men  trying  to  find  happiness  in 
the  contents  of  a  bottle. 

I  saw  people  —  every  kind  of  people  — 
swarming  like  ants  in  all  directions  — 
bumping,  jostling,  swearing,  laughing. 

And  I  wondered:  "Why  are  we  all 
here?” 

I  saw  a  small  band  of  Salvation  Army 
members,  and  heard  them  singing  and 
playing  “I  love  to  tell  the  story  of  Jesus 
and  his  love.” 

I  heard  one  of  the  Salvation  Army 
members  bellow  over  a  microphone: 
"I’ll  bet  you  think  it  takes  a  lot  of  nerve 
for  me  to  stand  here  and  do  this.  But  it 
doesn’t  take  nerve.  It  only  takes  the  love 
of  Jesus  in  your  heart.” 

I  was  the  only  one  who  stopped  to 
listen. 

“The  love  of  Jesus  in  your  heart.” 

Stripped  from  its  archaic  form  of 
expression,  that  message  is  the  answer  to 
the  question  that  I  saw  asked  by 
thousands  of  lonely  faces  in  the  swarms 
of  Manhattan.  More  likely  than  not,  most 
didn’t  know  the  question  being  raised  by 
the  looks  on  their  faces,  much  less  the 
answer  to  it. 

Perhaps  I  am  finally  beginning  to 
understand  what  some  people  might 
mean  when  they  say  we  are  now  living  in 
a  “post-Christian”  era. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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General  Conference  seating  set 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  - 
Delegates  from  a  dozen  states  and 
four  foreign  countries  will  have  front 
row  seats  when  the  1976  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  opens 
April  27  in  the  Portland,  Ore., 
Memorial  Coliseum. 

The  seating  plan  for  the  984  voting 
members  was  determined  in  a  ran¬ 
dom  drawing  conducted  by  the 
Commission  on  the  General  Con¬ 


ference.  The  delegates  are  being 
elected  at  annual  conference  sessions 
this  year,  most  of  them  in  May  and 
June. 

Drawing  front  row  locations  were 
delegations  from  Bengal,  Denmark, 
Maine,  Mid-Philippines,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  North  Arkansas,  North  Dakota, 
North  India,  North  Texas,  Norway, 
Southern  New  England,  Tennessee, 
Western  New  York  and  Yellowstone 
annual  conferences.  Joining  them  on 
the  front  row  will  be  non-voting 
representatives  from  the  Alaska, 
Oklahoma  Indian  and  Red  Bird 
missionary  conferences. 

Not  so  fortunate  in  the  drawing  and 
ending  up  on  the  rear  row  of  delegates 
will  be  representatives  of  the  Central 
Illinois,  Detroit,  Lucknow,  Minnesota, 
Northwest  Philippines,  Southwest 
Germany  and  Southwest  Texas 
conferences. 


For  the  Denmark,  New  Hampshire 
and  Yellowstone  delegates,  seats  in 
the  first  voting  row  will  be  a  repeat  of 
their  1972  location.  Likewise,  the 
Detroit  and  Minnesota  delegates  were 
on  the  last  row  four  years  ago. 

The  random  drawing  also  means 
that  all  five  U.S.  jurisdictions  will  be 
represented  on  the  front  row. 

The  Rev.  Norman  L.  Conard, 
director  of  facilities  for  the 
denomination’s  top  law-making  bptly, 
said  that  bishops  and  Judicial  Council 
members  will  be  seated  on  the 
assembly’s  platform,  as  is  customary. 
Representatives  of  related  autono¬ 
mous  and  united  churches,  provi¬ 
sional  annual  conferences,  general 
secretaries  of  denominational  boards 
and  agencies,  and  the  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  will  be  seated 
at  the  rear  of  the  voting  delegates. 


First  decrease  in  30  years 

Church  membership  dips 


Petitions  start  pouring  in 


Conference  badge 


Shown  above  is  the  delegates’  badge 
for  the  1976  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  meeting  in  Portland,  Ore. 
Included  in  the  detail  are  the  states 
making  up  the  Portland  Area,  the 
denomination’s  cross  and  flame 
symbol,  a  rose  symbolic  of  the  host 
city,  and  snow-capped  Mt.  Hood.  For 
the  first  time,  the  art  work  will  be 
displayed  in  more  than  one  color. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

EUREKA,  Ca.  —  With  nearly  11 
months  left  before  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  General  Conference,  the  person 
responsible  for  gathering  and  sorting 
petitions  to  change  church  law  is 
already  receiving  50  to  60  such 
petitions  each  week. 

The  Rev.  Newell  P.  Knudson,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  gather  the  petitions  which 
United  Methodist  clergy  and 
laypersons  have  drawn  up  to  change 
various  parts  of  the  denomination’s 
Book  of  Discipline,  told  TM/  UMR 
that  it  is  difficult  to  predict  at  this 
point  how  many  total  petitions  will  be 
received  but  that  the  response  is 
“very  good.” 

“In  1972  (last  time  General  Con¬ 
ference  met)  we  received  about  20,000 
petitions  by  the  time  the  session  was 
over,”  Mr.  Knudson  said. 

He  said  it  is  too  early  to  see  any 


trends  in  the  subjects  being  dealt  with 
in  the  petitions.  “So  far  the  petitions 
cover  all  sorts  of  things,”  he  said.  “I 
wouldn’t  say  there  is  any  single  trend 
so  far.” 

He  said  he  has  had  “some  dif¬ 
ficulty”  with  petitions  having  to  be 
sent  back  because  procedure?  have 
not  been  followed.  Most  frequent 
reasons  for  returning  the  petitions 
have  been:  (1.)  the  signer  did  not  in¬ 
clude  the  required  three  copies  of  his 
petition  (2.)  the  signer’s  name  could 
not  be  read  (3.)  identification  as  to 
local  church  membership  (for  lay¬ 
persons)  or  annual  conference  mem¬ 
bership  (for  clergy)  was  not  made. 

Mr.  Knudson  said  petitions  will  be 
accepted  until  30  days  before  the 
General  Conference  meeting.  His 
address  isP.O.  Box  4866,  Eureka  Ca 
95501. 


Barred  Episcopal  clergy  woman 
to  become  United  Methodist 


By  MARJORIE  MATTHAEI 

TOPEKA,  Kans.  (UMC)  —  The  con¬ 
tinuing  refusal  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
to  recognize  women  as  ministers  has  led 
one  of  the  11  recently  and  “illegally” 
ordained  women  priests  to  seek  her  place 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Rev.  Marie  E.  Moorefield,  31,  will  be 
transferred  into  the  Kansas  East  Con¬ 
ference  at  its  annual  session  in  Baldwin 
June  6-8,  according  to  Bishop  Ernest  T. 
Dixon  Jr.,  Topeka.  Her  deacon’s  orders 
will  be  accepted,  and  she  will  be  eligible 
next  year  for  elder’s  orders  —  the  highest 
ordination  in  the  church.  Bishop  Dixon 
has  appointed  Miss  Moorefield  chaplain 
of  The  Methodist  Home,  a  retirement 
home  in  Topeka,  for  the  coming  year. 

She  is  the  first  of  the  11  women  or¬ 
dained  July  29, 1974,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
to  leave  the  Episcopal  Church. 

A  member  of  Calvary  Episcopal 
Church,  New  York  City,  she  began  work 
in  September  1973  as  a  chaplain  trainee 
at  Topeka  State  Hospital.  In  December 
1974  she  began  discussion  with  local  U.M. 
leaders  about  the  possible  transfer. 

‘T  cannot  in  good  conscience  continue 
any  longer  to  use  large  portions  of  my 
time  and  energy  struggling  with  an  in¬ 


stitution  which  denies  both  in  its  policy 
and  its  practice  that  women  as  well  as 
men,  both  lay  and  ordained,  are  called  of 
God  to  be  ministers  of  the  Gospel,”  Miss 
Moorefield  explained. 

“After  much  consideration  I  have 
chosen  to  ask  for  recognition  of  my  or¬ 
ders  as  a  deacon  and  as  a  priest  by  the 
Kansas  East  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  she  continued. 

“I  have  worked  with  United  Methodists 
in  their  Board  of  Education  and  as  a 
supply  pastor  for  a  United  Methodist 
congregation.  This  contact  has  made 
clear  to  me  the  many  continuities,  in 
terms  of  doctrine,  polity,  and  history, 
between  the  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  also  has 
reinforced  in  me  the  conviction  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  offers  both  an 
opportunity  for  pastoral  ministry  as  well 
as  a  community  in  which  I  would  be 
challenged  to  learn  and  to  grow  in  faith.” 

The  new  U.M.  minister  grew  up  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Church,  but  became  an 
Episcopalian  in  1969  because  she  felt  that 
it  reflected  more  closely  “my  own 
religious  belief,  particularly  in  its  doc¬ 
trines  regarding  the  sacraments  of 
baptism  and  holy  communion,  its  at¬ 


titude  toward  the  liturgy,  and  the  im¬ 
portance  it  placed  on  the  history  and 
traditions  of  the  church  as  part  of  the 
context  in  which  we  struggle  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  scriptures  in  relation  to  our 
modern  world.” 

Miss  Moorefield  says  that  at  the  time  of 
her  confirmation  as  an  Episcopalian,  she 
did  not  intend  to  seek  ordination,  but 
determined  in  1970  that  the  ministry  in 
pastoral  counseling  which  is  her  vocation 
could  best  be  fulfilled  as  an  ordained 
minister.  In  1973,  when  she  was  ordained 
deacon,  hopes  were  high  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  that  the  General  Convention 
meeting  in  October  1973  would  approve 
ordination  of  women  to  the  priesthood. 
The  House  of  Bishops  approved  but  The 
House  of  Deputies  did  not. 

On  July  29,  1974,  four  bishops  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  ordained  11  women  to 
the  priesthood.  “This  action  was  taken 
not  as  an  act  of  defiant  disobedience  to 
church  law  but  rather  as  an  act  of 
obedience  to  the  leading  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  an  affirmation  of  the  Good  News 
of  the  Gospel  that  we  are  all  one  in  Christ 
Jesus,”  she  explained. 

Mrs.  Matthaei  is  director  of  United 
Methodist  New s  for  the  Kansas  Area. 


Theologians  spar  over  ‘Hartford  Appeal9 


NEW  YORK  —  A  “gutsy”  public 
debate  involving  two  prominent  young 
theologians  plus  a  controversial 
university  chaplain  produced  90  minutes 
of  verbal  fireworks  at  the  Interchurch 
Center  here  recently  over  what  Christian 
theology  should  be  in  the  1970s. 

The  announced  purpose  of  the  debate 
was  to  give  “clearer  focus”  to  the  much 
publicized  “Hartford  Appeal,”  a 
document  produced  by  18  theologians 
last  January.  The  document  called  for  an 
end  to  American  theology’s  “captivity” 
to  theological  fads  and  states  13  “per¬ 
vasive”  themes  which  signers  believe 
are  "false.” 

Dr.  Harvey  Cox,  a  Harvard  professor, 
attacked  the  Appeal;  the  Rev.  Richard 
John  Neuhaus,  a  Brooklyn  Lutheran 
pastor,  defended  it,  and  the  Rev.  William 
Sloan  Coffin,  Yale  University’s  chaplain, 
agreed  first  with  Dr.  Cox,  and  then  with 
Mr.  Neuhaus. 

The  occasion  was  a  “theological 
reflection”  period  during  the  May 
meeting  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  staff  cabinet  meeting.  Mr. 
Neuhaus  and  Mr.  Coffin  were  among  the 
document’s  original  signers. 

Some  of  the  themes  called  “false  and 
debilitating”  by  the  prominent 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Orthodox  theologians  signing  the  Hart¬ 
ford  appeal  are: 

•  modern  thought  is  superior  to  all  past 
forms  of  understanding  reality 

•  religious  statements  are  totally  in¬ 
dependent  of  reasonable  discourse 

•  the  world  sets  the  agenda  for  the 
church 

•  emphasis  on  God’s  transcendence  is 
...  a  hindrance  to  Christian  social 
action 

•  religious  language  refers  to  human 
experience  and  nothing  else 

•  all  religions  are  equally  valid 

The  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Orthodox  theologians  who  convened  at 
Hartford  were  concerned  that  the  “ap¬ 
parent  loss  of  a  sense  of  the  transcendent 
is  undermining  the  church’s  ability  to 
address  with  clarity  and  courage  the 
urgent  tasks  to  which  God  calls  it  in  the 
world.”  But  they  insisted  that  the  Appeal 
was  not  intended  to  be  a  creed. 


The  most  debated  theme 

The  Hartford  theme  denying  that  “the 
world  must  set  the  agenda  for  the 
church”  received  the  most  attention  in 
the  debate,  which  was  moderated  by  Dr. 
Jorge  Lara  Braud,  the  National  Council 
of  Church’s  director  of  Faith  and  Order. 

Dr.  Cox  asserted  that  Hartford  ignored 
“immenence;  that  is,  God  in  the  world.” 
Responding  to  a  question  from  the  floor, 
he  said  Christians  must  look  at  what  God 
is  doing  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Neuhaus  held  that  the  world  sets 
the  agenda  in  terms  of  certain  needs  but 
the  ways  the  church  defines  and  responds 
to  those  needs  are  not  for  the  world  to 
determine. 

Dr.  Cox  charged  the  Hartford  signers 
with  producing  a  document  based  on  a 
“false  dualism  between  God  and  world” 
and  that  the  themes  listed  were  “straw 
men  so  easily  toppled  that  the 
troublesome  issues  of  theology  never 
appear.” 

Dr.  Cox  went  on  to  present  his  own  list 
of  “debilitating”  themes.  He  rapped  such 
ideas  as  God  having  special  fondness  for 
America;  white,  Western  theology 
representing  the  Christian  mainstream ; 
the  degradation  of  women;  salvation  as 
only  a  matter  of  personal  relation  to  God 
and  the  church’s  thought  that  its  chief 
function  is  to  preserve  tradition. 

Mr.  Neuhaus  replied  that  the  Cox  list 
was  an  “uninteresting”  and  “unimagina¬ 
tive  list  of  conventional  liberal  sentiment 
as  to  what  ought  to  be  done  about  the 
world.” 

He  added  Dr.  Cox’s  list  is  “rightly 
perceived  as  a  blasphemous  misuse  of 
religion”  by  church  people  remembering 
the  “mind-boggling  things  Christianity 
says  about  the  world,  God,  the  nature  of 
history,  salvation.” 

Conservatives  laud  the  themes 
The  Hartford  themes  have  been  widely 
lauded  by  groups  normally  considered 
conservative  and  used  by  some  for  at¬ 
tacks  upon  church-supported  programs 
of  social  justice. 

Hartford  was  seen  by  some  ecumenists 
as  a  broadside  against  anything  con¬ 


sidered  left  of  center. 

Mr.  Neuhaus,  who  along  with  socialist 
Peter  Berger,  organized  the  Hartford 
meeting,  denied  in  the  debate  that  the 
statement  was  reactionary  or  was  in¬ 
tended  to  give  special  aid  and  comfort  to 
conservatives,  radicals  or  movements  in 
the  middle. 

A  further  concern,  he  said,  was  that 
American  theology  had  become 
“imitative  of  the  general  culture, 
uninteresting  and  banal.”  He  declared 
the  Hartford  document  “gored  many 
oxes”  and  was  not  aimed  only  at  liberal 
church  people.  *  ivxo  M  ■ 

Disagree  on  emphasis  vtx 

Mr.  Neuhaus  and  Dr.  Cox  disagreed  on 
the  emphasis  given  to  transcendence 
(the  otherness  of  God  and  people’s 
relationship  to  Him)  and  imminence 
(the  presence  of  God  in  human  history.) 

Dr.  Cox  stated  “the  central  affirmation 
of  the  Christian  faith  is  that  God  became 
human  and  continues  to  be  part  of  the 
human  experience.”  He  also  said  “God  is 
not  an  objective  observer  but  He  takes 
sides  and  is  on  the  side  of  the  poor,  the 
oppressed.” 

But  Mr.  Neuhaus  responded:  “If  God 
indeed  has  become  man,  then  why  is  not 
all  theology  simply  anthropology?  In 
fact,  theologies  of  the  right,  left  and 
center  indeed  have  become  anthropology 
when  they  equate  God  with  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  their  programs,  whether  those 
programs  are  the  advancement  of  the 
great  American  way  of  life  or  Marxist 
revolution  or  simply  the  attainment  of 
human  potential  —  it  makes  no 
difference.” 

Mr.  Coffin,  who  is  retiring  this  year  as 
chaplain  of  Yale  University,  defended 
the  Hartford  Appeal’s  attack  on  the 
primacy  of  modem  thought,  which  he 
called  a  “shallow  and  inadequate  way  of 
understanding  reality.” 

Mr.  Coffin  agreed  the  Hartford  Appeal 
might  produce  inadequate  Christian 
attention  to  social  justice,  peace  and 
other  public  issues. 

He  also  added:  “I  wanted  the  Appeal  to 
produce  a  little  ripple  but  it  turned  into  a 
big  splash  and  now  I  hope  further  debates 
can  take  place.” 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

NEW  YORK  -  The  total  number  of 
memberships  in  American  churches 
declined  in  1974  for  the  first  time  in 
nearly  30  years  of  record  keeping,  ac¬ 
cording  to  National  Council  of  Churches 
(NCC)  statistics  published  last  week  in 
the  “Yearbook  of  American  and 
Canadian  Churches.” 

While  some  individual  denominations 
showed  significant  increases  in  mem¬ 
bership,  the  over-all  picture  pointed  out 
that  179,425  fewer  Americans  were 
church  members  in  1974  than  held  such 
membership  in  1973.  In  terms  of  per¬ 
centages,  62.4  per  cent  of  the  American 
population  had  church  membership  in 
1973  and  61.9  per  cent  had  such  mem¬ 
bership  in  1974. 

The  statistics  come  from  221  religious 
bodies  and  include  1973  figures  in  some 
cases  where  1974  figures  are  not  yet 
available.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
figures,  for  instance,  are  based  on  1973 
membership  totals  since  1974  figures  will 
not  be  compiled  before  early  fall. 

Of  the  ten  largest  Christian 
denominations,  only  two  showed 
membership  increases:  the  Roman 
;Catholic  Church,  with  nearly  48.5  million 
members  showed  a  net  gain  of  .01  per 
cent,  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Church, 
the  second  largest  Christian 
denomination  with  nearly  12.3  million 
members,  showed  a  1.9  per  cent  in¬ 
crease. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  (based 
on  1973  statistics)  suffered  the  third 
largest  membership  loss  among  the  top 
ten  churches  as  it  lost  142,256  members 
for  a  1.4  per  cent  decline.  It  remains  the 
third  largest  denomination  with  nearly 
10.2  million  members. 

The  greatest  percentage  decrease 
among  the  ten  churches  was  a  4.7  per 
cent  decrease  tallied  by  the  Episcopal 
Church.  United  Presbyterians  lost  3.4  per 
cent  of  its  members  and  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  lost  1.1  per  cent. 

Smaller  declines  were  listed  by  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  .5  per  cent, 
and  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri 
Synod,  .2  per  cent.  The  National  Baptist 
Convention  and  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  showed  no 
change  in  membership. 

The  four  fastest  growing 
denomination’s  in  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  statistics,  are  all  small, 
traditionally  conservative  churches. 
Fastest  growing  is  the  Church  of  God  of 
Cleveland,  Tennessee,  which  went  from 
297,103  to  313,332  members  for  an  in¬ 
crease  of  5.5  per  cent.  Jehovah’s  Witness¬ 
es  and  Seventh-Day  Adventists  each 
posted  a  3.4  per  cent  gain  and  the  Church 
of  the  Nazarene  increased  membership 
by  3.2  per  cent. 

.  Yearbook  editors  warned,  however, 


against  comparing  denominations  since 
many  churches  differ  in  the  way 
memberships  are  tabulated.  Roman 
Catholics,  for  instance,  count  children 
while  many  Protestant  churches  only 
include  adults  in  figures. 

The  editors  said  that  the  over-all 
membership  decrease  has  come  in  part 
from  the  fact  that  the  American 
population  growth  is  down  and  “as 
people  die,  fewer  of  the  young  are  taking 
their  places  as  church  members.” 

Other  observations  editors  drew  from 
the  statistics  included  the  following: 

•  The  figures  point  ahead  to  a  possible 
oversupply  of  clergy.  There  were  2,748 
more  persons  studying  for  the  ministry  in 
1974  than  in  1973.  The  number  of  blacks 
studying  for  the  ministry  is  increasing  at 
a  smaller  percentage  rate  than 
previously.  Fifty  per  cent  more  women, 
however,  were  studying  for  the  ministry 
in  1974  than  in  1972. 

•  Nationally  about  40  per  cent  of 
American  adults  attended  church  or 
synagogue  in  an  average  week  in  1974. 
Broken  down  by  faith,  the  figures  show  55 
per  cent  of  Catholics,  37  per  cent  of 
Protestants  and  19  per  cent  of  Jews. 


More  women  (43  per  cent)  attended 
church  than  men  (35  per  cent). 

The  older  people  get  the  more  often 
they  attend  church.  About  28  per  cent  of 
the  persons  in  the  18-29  age  bracket  at¬ 
tend  church  while  41  per  cent  of  those 
between  30  and  49  attend  and  46  per  cent 
of  those  over  50. 

•  Church  property  newly  constructed 
continued  to  decline  in  “real”  value. 
While  church  property  built  in  1973  was 
at  856  million  dollars  compared  to  844 
million  dollars  in  1972,  the  value  actually 
declined  when  inflation  factors  are 
considered. 

Adjusted  for  inflation,  new  church 
construction  totaled  625  million  dollars  in 
1971, 607  million  in  1972,  and  563  million  in 
1973. 

•  Church  members  are  contributing 
more  money  each  year,  but  increases  in 
giving  are  not  keeping  up  with  inflation. 
The  figures  (which  only  include 
Protestant  denominations)  show  that 
while  giving  as  a  whole  rose  7.7  per  cent, 
the  dollar  was  losing  buying  power  at  a 
rate  of  9.6  per  cent.  Average  giving  per 
member  was  $106.43  a  year  in  1973 
compared  to  $99.16  in  1972. 


Mini- consultations 
proposed  for  ethnics 


NASHVILLE,  (UMC)  —  Four  mini¬ 
consultations  —  one  for  each  of  the  major 
ethnic  minority  groups  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  are  being  proposed 
for  this  fall  to  help  perfect  a  document  for 
the  1976  General  Conference. 

Bringing  together  all  available  data 
from  research  projects  and  studies  of  the 
minority  churches,  the  document  is  in¬ 
tended  to  help  the  denomination 
“mobilize  all  segments  toward  saving, 
preserving,  strengthening  and  em¬ 
powering  the  ethnic  minority  churcnes.” 

Meeting  here  May  15,  20  members  of  a 
steering  committee  agreed  to  invite  Dr. 
Carl  A.  Fields,  a  consultant  from  New 
York,  to  be  the  “researcher”  and  writer 
for  the  project.  The  entire  effort, 
however,  is  contingent  upon  funding 
from  the  denomination’s  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and  boards 
and  agencies.  Chairman  of  the  steering 
committee  is  Dr.  George  Outen  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  staff. 

According  to  the  committee,  Dr.  Fields 
will  be  asked  to  bring  together  into  a 
sharp  focus  from  available  data  the 
crises  facing  the  ethnic  churches  and  to 
set  forth  strategy  proposals  which 
delegates  to  the  1976  General  Conference 
can  consider.  Dr.  Fields  recently  finished 
a  four-year  term  as  university  planning 


the  church  today 


Louisville  Annual  Conference 
approves  UMR  edition 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Delegates  to 
United  Methodism’s  Louisville  Annual 
Conference  voted  overwhelmingly  here 
last  week  to  begin  an  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  in  January  of  1976. 

If  delegates  to  the  Kentucky  Annual 
Conference,  meeting  June  3-6,  approve  a 
similar  proposal,  the  new  edition  will  be 
published  jointly  by  these  two  con¬ 
ferences  of  the  Louisville  episcopal  area. 

Currently  24  annual  conferences 
publish  editions  of  The  Texas  Methodist 
and  the  United  Methodist  Reporter.  The 
new  “Kentucky  United  Methodist,”  if 
published  by  both  conferences,  will  bring 
that  number  to  26.  Minimum  initial 
circulation  of  the  new  edition  is  expected 
to  be  8800. 

“Upper  Room”  editor  to  take 
D.S.  appointment 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  Dr. 
Wilson  O.  Weldon,  world  editor  of  “The 
Upper  Room”  daily  devotional  guide,  has 
been  appointed  district  superintendent  of 
the  Charlotte  District  in  the  Western 
North  Carolina  conference  effective  July 
1,  1975. 

Editor  of  “The  Upper  Room”  since 
April,  1967,  Dr.  Weldon  is  the  fourth 
editor  in  the  40  year  history  of  the 
publication.  At  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
meeting  in  March,  Weldon  announced  his 
intention  to  retire  in  June  of  1976; 
however,  he  resigned  early  in  order  to 
take  the  new  post. 

During  his  editorship,  the  con¬ 
temporary  devotional  publication  “alive 
now!”  was  begun,  and  that  magazine 
presently  reaches  more  than  65,000 
persons. 

Sulon  G.  Ferree  has  been  named 
temporary  editor  of  “The  Upper  Room.” 
A  search  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  will  present  nominations  for 
the  position  during  the  board’s  fall 
meeting. 

U.M.’s  respond  to  Vietnamese 
resettlement  program 

NEW  YORK  —  One-hundred-ten 
United  Methodist  local  churches  or  in¬ 
dividuals  have  thus  far  agreed  to  resettle 
a  Southeast  Asian  refugee  family  in  their 
communities,  a  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  execu¬ 
tive  announced  last  week. 

Actual  transporting  of  families  to 
sponsoring  communities  was  still  held  up 
pending  security  clearance  by  the 
federal  government,  Dr.  James  Thomas 
told  TM/  UMR.  But  he  had  been  assured 
by  State  Department  officials  that 
resettlement  could  begin  this  week. 

The  resettlement  program,  through 
which  UMCOR  hopes  to  place  500  Viet¬ 
namese  and  60  Cambodian  families  it* 
American  communities,  is  getting 


“broad  support  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  Dr.  Thomas  said. 

United  Methodist  Film  Service 
to  begin  June  1 

NASHVILLE,  TN  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodist  Film  Service,  a  new  cen¬ 
tralized  film  rental  and  purchase  system, 
will  begin  operation  June  1. 

Sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  service  will  include 
United  Methodist-produced  films  and 
some  films  produced  by  other 
organizations.  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  will  no  longer  provide  a 
film  rental  service  through  Cokesbury. 

Wilford  V.  Bane,  Jr.,  director  of  United 
Methodist  Communication’s  distribution 
and  utilization  department,  said  the  new 
service  is  being  designed  to  support  the 
existing  annual  conference  audio-visual 
libraries. 

For  a  list  of  films  currently  available, 
call  615/  327-0911  or  write  United 
Methodist  Film  Service,  1525  McGavock 
Street.  Nashville.  TN,  37203. 


officer  for  the  University  of  Zambia, 
Africa. 

The  first  draft  of  the  document  is 
scheduled  for  Sept.  1  with  the  mini¬ 
consultations  to  be  held  between  Sept.  1 
and  Nov.  1.  Working  as  a  research 
committee  with  Dr.  Fields  will  be 
Clayton  Hammond,  Dan  Rodriguez, 
Peter  Chen  and  Lee  Chupco. 

No  more  than  30  persons  will  be  invited 
to  the  one-day  mini-consultations,  but 
each  meeting  will  be  designed  to  involve 
a  representative  body  of  church  persons. 
Next  meeting  of  the  steering  committee 
was  set  for  Washington,  D.C.,  July  7-8. 


Four  magazines 
revised  to  ease 
dollar  pressure 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Because  of 
increasing  production  costs  and 
decreasing  circulation,  three  United 
Methodist  educational  magazines  will  be 
changing  their  formats  and  another  will 
be  looking  for  a  larger  ecumenical 
audience  this  September. 

“The  Church  School”,  a  40-page 
monthly  mailed  to  church  school 
teachers  and  leaders,  will  be  reduced  to 
32  pages  and  will  use  only  a  two-color 
cover.  Research  is  being  conducted  to 
help  the  magazine  more  effectively  meet 
the  needs  of  the  one-pastor  churches  that 
do  not  have  paid  educational  staffs.  It  has 
a  circulation  of  24,072. 

“The  Christian  Home”  will  have  its 
pages  reduced  from  48  to  32  but  the  usual 
four-color  cover  will  be  retained.  The 
monthly  magazine  has  a  circulation  of 
70,186,  and  is  aimed  primarily  at  parents 
with  children  in  the  home. 

“Face  to  Face”,  a  monthly  publication 
for  youth,  will  be  changed  from  a  32-page 
monthly  to  a  48-page  quarterly.  Cir¬ 
culation  is  34,443. 

“Music  Ministry”  will  be  continued  as 
a  40-page  monthly  but  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  is  exploring 
the  possibility  of  aiming  the  content  of 
the  magazine  at  a  more  ecumenical 
audience.  Its  primary  readership 
currently  consists  of  church  musicians 
and  choir  directors.  It  has  a  circulation  of 
11,154. 


_ 

sified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  *8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  *1.00  per  Insertion. 

METHODIST  CHURCH.  Melrose.  New  ' 

Mexico,  win  sell  to  best  offer  an  Ep worth 
Organ,  made  by  Williams  Organ  Co.  Owned 
about  70  years.  Repairable.  Cootact:  Ray  J. 
Loftan,  Board  of  Trustees,  Box  337,  Melrose. 
N.M.  88134.  Phone  (905)  253-4206. 

AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 

Basic  to  advanced  seminar  Sept.  7-gO. 
Advanced  to  professional  Sept.  38-Oct.  11. 
Master  design  seminar  Oct.  12-32.  Room, 
board  and  tuition,  all  materials  *530.  For 
brochure,  write:  P.  O.  Box  4605M.  Santa  Fe. 

New  Mexico  87501. 

RENEWAL:  Bring  renewal  to  your  church. 

Sponsor  a  week  of  evangelistic  or  revlvaltetlc 
meetings  with  Rev.  R.  Alan  StreeU.  Rev. 
Street!  Is  a  spirit-filled  Methodist  evangelist 
who  desires  to  see  revival  fires  burning  once 
again  with  the  church  of  Christ.  Far  mare 
Information,  write:  Streett  Meetings.  Inc..  Bax 

242.  Flnksburg.  Maryland  21048. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restcrtng  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  auj 

books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  7520L 
(314  )  747-4540. 

ALPINE  HOLIDAY:  a  leisurely  16day  tour  of 
Switzerland,  the  Italian  and  Austrian  Tyrol, 
and  Bavaria  with  tour  host  Bob  Sanders.  *1099 
from  Memphis  or  Dallas  on  July  28.  Brochure 
from  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box 

3129.  Waco.  Texas  76707. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Ell  tog  Dr., 

Waco.  Texas  78705.  Phone  (817)  799-5049.  | 

FOR  SALE:  4-octave  set  hand  bells  —  Pellt 
and  Frltzen.  Price  *550  Includes  wooden 
cabinet  on  rollers.  Call  BUI  Guthrie  or  Rev. 
Russell  Regan.  (314)  324-3061,  or  write  1450  Old 

Gate  Lane.  Dellas,  Texas  75218. 

SECURE  APPROACH  TO  RETIREMENT 

LIVING.  Retire  In  Methodist  Home  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  or  overlooking  Lake  Merritt. 
Oakland.  If  youYe  In  good  health,  program 
Includes  comprehensive  medical,  delicious 
meals,  much  more.  Entry  fee  starts  at  *5000. 
with  monthly  charge  as  low  as  *342.  Write: 
Administrator,  Forest  Hill  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif..  (408)  375-5135.  or  Lake  Park. 

1850  Alice,  Oakland.  Calif..  (415)  835-5511. 

FOR  SALE:  144  cg>era  chairs.  Upholstered 
seats,  wood  backs,  with  arms.  In  rows  of  9. 

*7.00  per  chair.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Box  447.  Goldthwalte.  Texas  78844,  (915)  648- 
2629,  648-3275. 

A  BIBLE  STUDY  TOUR  of  the  Holy  Land. 
Rome.  Athens.  Lucerne.  Dr.  Horace  R. 
Weaver  Is  the  Editor  of  the  Adult  Curriculum 
Resources  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
author  of  hundreds  of  articles  and  several 
books,  a  much  sought-after  Bible  lecturer, 
former  professor  of  Biblical  literature.  This 
will  be  his  eighth  tour  of  the  Holy  Land.  Lec¬ 
tures  each  evening.  15  days  —  July  17-3L  1975. 
Contact  Horace  R.  Weaver.  Ph.D.,  1806  Laurel 
Ridge  Dr.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37215.  (815)  383- 
4815  or  749-8330. 

FREE:  METHOlWkT  HOUR,  a  positive 

quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  avaUable  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility  j 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free  .-Write:  Methodist  Hour. 

P.  O.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  chUd  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 

salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  whUe  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
ndb -drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  TJiese  positions  can  - 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 

Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco,  Texas  78708. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  ( 817)  MIS-9203.  Keene,  Texas  74059 

Religious  press- 
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Journalist  says 


‘Find,  write  the  truth’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  Pulitzer 
Prize-winning  American  journalist  told  a 
gathering  of  religious  press  leaders  that 
the  “unparalleled"  unrest  in  the  world 
today  —  which  affects  both  press  and 
religion  —  places  an  enormous  burden  of 
responsibility  on  all  sectors  of  com¬ 
munication  to  “find  and  write  the  truth.” 

He  declared  that  the  obligation  of  the 
press  to  serve  the  people  —  “to  be  an 
extension  of  their  eyes  and  ears”  —  is  no 
less  a  responsibility  of  the  religious  press 
than  the  public  press. 

Harrison  E.  Salisbury,  former  New 
York  Times  foreign  correspondent,  a 
retired  executive  of  The  Times,  and  the 
newly-named  president  of  the  National 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters,  spoke  to 
delegates  to  the  joint  Catholic  Press 
Association-Associated  Church  Pres? 
annual  convention. 

Declaring  that  the  nation  is  experi¬ 
encing  a  diverse  revolutionary  ground- 
swell,  which  began  in  1954  with  the 
Supreme  Court’s  school  integration 
ruling  and  was  capped  by  Watergate  in 
recent  times,  Mr.  Salisbury  said  that  a 
“greater  journalistic  response  is  being 
stimulated  by  this  growing  climate  of 
unrest." 

But  for  the  press,  as  well  as  for  other 
areas  of  communications,  “there  is  a 
chance  to  write  a  new  history  of  an  un¬ 
paralleled  era  of  turmoil  and  change” 
and  there  is  the  opportunity  to  confront 
“an  enormous  responsibility  to  un¬ 
derstand  and  communicate  what  it’s  all 
about.” 

At  the  same,  he  observed,  “we  have  to 
look  at  ourselves  too.”  And  he  credited 
former  Vice  President  Spiro  T.  Agnew 
with  forcing  the  media  to  engage  in  self- 
criticism  and  self -evaluation. 

“The  press,  including  the  church  press, 
is  not  immune  to  the  popular  criticism 
and  alienation  of  the  day,”  Mr.  Salisbury 
declared.  He  added  that  there  is  a  per¬ 
vading  “suspicion  of  the  press”  by  the 
people,  particularly  by  those  who  are 
involved  in  crucial  issues  and  who  “don’t 
believe  anyone  is  speaking  for  them.” 

“It’s  a  signal  that  we  have  to  do  bet¬ 
ter,”  he  told  the  journalists.  “We  have  to 
reflect  all  views  fairly  and  clearly  — 
even  when  we  don’t  personally  agree.” 
He  added  that  this  is  particularly  dif¬ 
ficult  because  there  is  often  an 
educational  and  cultural  gap  between 
journalists  and  the  issues  they  cover  and 
write  about. 

Stressing  that  the  press  in  the  U.S.  is 
“protected”  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  he  said 
U.S.  journalists  have  a  “special  position. 
But  if  we  take  our  (press)  rights  lightly, 
we  will  have  them  taken  away.” 

Mr.  Salisbury,  who  did  the  majority  of 
his  reporting  from  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain,  primarily  from  Moscow,  said 
“your  freedom  to  report  is  precious. 
Thank  God,  we  have  a  free  press.  Thank 
God,  we  believe  in  the  principles  of  a  free 
press.”  Paraphrasing  a  federal  judge’s 
comments  on  the  role  of  the  press,  Mr. 
Salisbury  said  it  is  better  to  have  a 
cantankerous,  or  even  an  irresponsible 
press  than  to  have  the  kind  of  press  that 


is  found  behind  the  Iron  Curtain. 

The  writer,  author  and  now  host  of 
TV’s  “Behind  the  Lines"  program,  said 
that  while  there  is  significant  criticism 
and  suspicion  of  the  press  today  there  is 
also  a  “hero’s  aura”  about  it;  thanks  to 
the  Watergate  expose.  He  said  jour¬ 
nalism  schools  are  filled  and  many  eager 
and  dedicated  young  people  who  “picked 
this  profession”  are  a  testimony  to  the 
“positive  attitude  toward  what  we  are 
doing.” 

“Our  role,”  he  told  religious  press 
delegates,  “is  to  demonstrate  that  we  are 
capable  of  carrying  the  large  burdens  of 
responsibility  placed  on  us  by  our  choice 
to  become  journalists.”  At  times,  he  said, 
“we  will  fail.  But  we  must  continue  to 
make  the  effort.” 

Coalition 
aims  to  ban 
handguns 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
“Unregulated  access”  to  guns  is  a 
growing  problem,  according  to  a  newly 
organized  coalition  of  agencies  which 
includes  two  United  Methodist  boards 
and  personnel.  The  coalition’s  purpose  is 
to  ban  handguns  through  legislation. 

The  National  Coalition  to  Ban  Hand¬ 
guns  (NCBH)  is  a  grouping  of  a  score  of 
religious,  educational,  public  interest 
and  labor  organizations.  Its  chairperson 
is  the  Rev.  J.  Elliott  Corbett, 
Washington,  director  of  church- 
government  relations  of  the  UMC’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  the 
coalition  is  headquartered  at  the  board’s 
building  here. 

The  coalition’s  stand  is  that  “nothing 
less  than  banning  handguns  provides  an 
adequate  solution”  to  the  problem.  It  is 
based  on  the  record  that  handguns  are 
used  in  a  large  proportion  of  the  26,000 
gun-caused  deaths  (murder,  suicide  and 
accident)  each  year  in  the  U.S. 

The  United  Methodists’  official 
position,  taken  by  the  1972  General 
Conference,  endorses  “the  elimination 
of  private  ownership  and  use  of  hand 
guns,  except  in  extremely  limited  in¬ 
stances.”  It  also  calls  for  “the  licensing 
of  all  gun  owners  and  the  registration  of 
all  firearms”  on  the  grounds  that  “it  is 
impossible  to  protect  life  and  maintain 
public  order  when  individuals  have 
unregulated  access  to  firearms.” 

Dr.  Corbett  said  private  funding  is 
being  secured  for  the  coalition’s 
program.  Member  organizations  so  far 
have  contributed  “seed  money,”  in¬ 
cluding  funds  from  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
Washington  board  provides  a  share  of 
Dr.  Corbett’s  time  until  staff  is  secured, 
and  is  financial  administrator  for  the 
coalition,  as  for  a  number  of  other  inter- 
organizational  projects. 


Omaha  First  UMC  hit  hard  by  tornado.  .  . 

OMAHA,  Neb.  —  Workers  survey  the  debris  and  damage  to  First  UMC  here  before 
starting  to  clean  up.  Approximately  $2  million  damage  was  inflicted  on  the  church 
which  was  in  the  center  of  the  tornado’s  path.  United  Methodists  joined  forces  with 
other  city  agencies  in  a  major  relief  effort  for  the  storm’s  victims.  [See  related 
ptories  this  page.] 
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.  .  .  but  it 
still  stands 

OMAHA,  Neb.  — 
Built  to  withstand 
100-mile  winds, 
First  UMC  here 
still  stands  after  a 
devastating  tor¬ 
nado  May  6.  [See 
related  stories  this 
page.] 
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Four-in-one  church 
is  ecumenical  venture 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
HACKETTSTOWN,  N.J.  —  A  unique 
church  development  plan  here  has  joined 
United  Methodists  with  three  other 
denominations  to  form  the  Panther 
Valley  Ecumenical  Ministry. 

“An  ecumenical  church,  not  a  com¬ 
munity  church”  is  the  way  United 
Methodist  district  superintendent  Dr. 
Clark  Hunt  describes  the  four-in-one 
congregation  of  United  Church  of  Christ, 
United  Presbyterian,  Episcopal  and 
United  Methodist  residents  of  a  growing 
housing  development. 

The  distinctive  feature  of  the  combined 
ministry  which  began  in  1969  is  that 
“both  on  paper  and  in  spirit,  four  distinct 
traditions  are  being  retained,”  Dr.  Hunt 
told  TM/  UMR  last  week. 

Together  in  worship,  program  and 
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structure,  the  congregation  came  about, 
he  said,  when  the  developer  of  the 
housing  project  suggested  that  “rather 
than  have  a  lot  of  churches  competing, 
there  ought  to  be  a  way  to  get  together.” 

Today,  150  persons  have  gotten 
together  and  signed  a  covenant  creating 
the  ministry.  Representatives  of  the 
sponsoring  denominations  gathered 
recently  for  a  service  of  celebration  at 
the  site  of  the  future  church  building. 

The  Rev.  William  H.  McGregor,  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  will  serve  as  first 
pastor.  Plans  call  for  a  rotation  of  clergy 
among  the  four  denominations,  with  the 
United  Methodists  next  in  line. 

A  church  council  is  comprised  of  five 
elected  members  from  each 
denomination.  From  the  five  United 
Methodists  will  come  one  lay  delegate  to 
the  Northern  New  Jersey  annual  con¬ 
ference. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Prince  A. 
Taylor  Jr.  told  TM/  UMR  that 4  ‘while  the 
plan  is  not  presented  as  a  prefabricated 
model  for  all  communities,  this  one  it 
seems  to  be  working  well.” 

Use  4 outside 9 


UNTO  YOU  IS  BORN  - -A  SA  VIORl 


Correction 


*  TM/  UMR’s  two  regional  award  winning  pages  were  in- 
correctly  reproduced  in  last  week's  issue.  They  are 
reproduced  correctly  above. 

X  "News  Pulse”  [now  “Circuit  West"]  from  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  Conference  won  first  place  in  the  best 
$  photography  category  of  the  recent  Associated  Church  Press 
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Awards  competition.  Editor  and  photographer  is  Raymond 
H.  Wilson. 

First  place  in  best  graphics  by  a  regional  publication  was 
won  by  the  Minnesota  Conference  “United  Methodist 
Reporter.”  Editor  and  designer  of  the  winning  entry  which 
appeared  just  before  Christmas,  1974,  is  Beverly  Boche. 


Jurisdiction  may  set  new  interview 
nomination  system  to  elect  bishops 


CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  A  systematic 
process  for  interviewing  persons  who  are 
likely  to  receive  votes  for  election  as  a 
United  Methodist  bishop  in  a  nine-state 
region  will  be  recommended  to  the  1976 
North  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Meeting  here  May  21,  a  jurisdictional 
study  committee  said  it  would  ask  the 
conference  to  provide  agenda  time 
during  the  session  so  that  delegates 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  meet  with 
persons  either  nominated  for  the  epis¬ 
copacy  by  annual  conferences,  if  such  a 
system  is  adopted  by  the  1976  General 


Conference,  or  who  receive  at  least  ten 
votes  on  the  first  ballot. 

At  present,  there  is  no  formal 
procedure  for  meeting  with  prospective 
bishops,  but  annual  conference  delega¬ 
tions  often  arrange  impromptu  inter¬ 
views  in  hallways  or  other  hastily-chosen 
spots. 

The  committee  here,  headed  by  the 
Rev.  Leroy  Hodapp  of  Bloomington,  Ind., 
also  affirmed  the  nominations  system 
which  has  been  tentatively  approved  by  a 
church-wide  study  commission  for  sub¬ 
mission  to  the  1976  General  Conference. 
This  proposal  would  give  annual  confer¬ 


ences  the  right  to  propose  one  or  more 
nominees  for  election. 

At  present,  there  is  no  nominations 
system  and  the  first  ballot  taken  at  the 
five  jurisdictional  conferences  usually 
serves,  in  effect,  as  a  nominating 
ballot. 

The  next  North  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  will  be  held  in  July  of  1976  in 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  and  is  expected  to  elect 
at  least  two  bishops.  States  in  the  juris¬ 
diction  are  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  Ohio  and  Indiana. 


music  sources 
says  composer 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  A  British  song  writer 
—  best  known  among  Christians  in  the 
United  States  for  his  song  “Lord  of  the 
Dance”  —  said  in  an  article  published 
here  in  the  May  issue  of  “Music 
Ministry”  that  the  church  needs  to  learn 
not  to  confine  its  music  sources  to 
"church  musicians  or  those  who  call 
themselves  Christian.” 

Sydney  Carter,  who  describes  himself 
as  a  “self-employed,  free-lance  writer 
who  also  performs  from  time  to  time, 
with  music  or  without,”  said  in  the 
United  Methodist  publication  that  the 
renewal  of  church  music  can  come  from 
both  inside  and  outside  the  church.  He 
said  the  church  should  not  “look  down  its 
nose”  at  musical  works  such  as  “God- 
spell”  and  “Jesus  Christ  Superstar.” 

Mr.  Carter  said  a  song  does  not  have  to 
provide  a  definite  “dogmatic”  answer  to 
be  valuable  to  the  Christian  experience. 
He  said  some  songs  written  by  those 
outside  the  faith  provide  questions 
without  answers  and  are  as  valuable 
music  forms  as  many  of  the  traditional 
church  songs. 

He  points  to  a  song  he  wrote  about  the 
Crucifixion,  entitled  “Friday  Morning,” 
as  an  example  of  a  song  not  particularly 
written  for  a  church  audience,  but  which 
has  now  become  a  part  of  some  Christian 
hymnals. 

“Why,  and  for  what  listener,  did  I  write 
this  song  about  the  Crucifixion?”  he 
writes  in  his  article.  “Certainly  I  did  not 
write  it  for  the  church.  The  orthodox,  I 
felt,  would  be  the  last  group  which  would 
want  to  know  about  it.” 

Mr.  Carter  warns,  however,  that  as  the 
church  accepts  and  uses  this  music  from 
outside  of  its  own  four  walls  that  it  will 
have  to  learn  to  use  it  in  a  genuine  way 
before  it  will  be  meaningful. 

“Too  often  church  musicians  have  a 
condescending  attitude  toward  styles  of 
music  which  they  think  are  pop,”  he 
says.  “If  you  use  a  particular  idiom  — 
jazz,  folk,  rock,  or  whatever  —  you 
should  really  love  that  idiom  for  what  it 
is.  Don’t  go  slumming  or  you’ll  sound 
phony.” 


MAY  30, 1975 

Churches  respond  to 
Omaha  twister  victims 


By  LARRY  HOLLON 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 

OMAHA,  Neb.  —  United  Methodist 
churches  and  other  agencies  mounted  a 
major  relief  effort  to  aid  victims  in  what 
federal  officials  say  is  the  most  ex¬ 
pensive  tornado  in  the  nation’s  history. 
The  twister  cut  a  14-mile  swath  th?  >ugh 
the  geographical  center  of  the  city  here 
on  May  6. 

Quick  to  respond  to  the  disaster  with 
emergency  aid  as  well  as  helping 
develop  long-term  projection  for  future 
assistance  were  UM  churches  and 
personnel. 

Rev.  Nye  O.  Bond,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  and  Rev.  Jerry  Elrod,  Director 
of  United  Methodist  Metropolitan 
Ministries  were  among  the  organizers  of 
an  Inter-faith  Human  Services  Disaster 
Task  Force  which  is  a  coalition  of 
religious,  secular  and  government 
agencies  offering  many  different  ser¬ 
vices  to  disaster  victims. 

Dr.  Alva  Clark,  senior  minister  at  St. 
Paul  UMC  was  named  coordinator  for 
United  Methodist  Committee  On  Relief 
(UMCOR)  for  Nebraska.  UMCOR  dis¬ 
patched  an  emergency  cash  grant  to  the 
city  within  hours  of  the  tornado. 

The  Human  Services  Disaster  Task 
Force  began  immediate  coordination  of 
food  and  clothing  distribution  and  issued 
a  call  for  volunteers  to  do  babysitting, 
clean-up,  repair,  “house-sitting,” 
transportation,  and  other  needed  ser¬ 
vices.  The  task  force  established  a 
central  telephone  number  to  receive 
requests  for  assistance. 

The  churches  began  a  hot  meal 
program  within  two  days  of  the  disaster 
to  provide  free  meals  to  clean-up 
workers,  National  guardsmen,  and 
victims.  The  program  had  served  over 
11,000  meals  from  four  locations  by  the 
week’s  end. 

In  the  days  immediately  following  the 
destruction,  relief  and  coordination 
became  full-time  chores  for  Omaha 
church  persbns.  Daily  meetings  of  the 
Human  Services  Task  Force  were  held  to 
keep  pace  with  the  quickly  changing 
disaster  scene.  Mr.  Elrod  was  named  co¬ 
chairperson  of  an  interfaith  fund  which 
distributes  emergency  cash  grants  for 
short-term  needs  and  oversees 
rehabilitation  grants  for  the  next  several 
months.  The  fund  includes  contributions 
from  many  denominations  and  in¬ 
dividuals.  Its  balance  at  press  time  was 
$100,000. 

Volunteer  advocacy  counselors,  who 
include  United  Methodist  clergy  and 
laity,  canvass  the  devastated  area  by 
sectors  to  inform  victims  of  programs 
they  may  make  use  of  and  to  determine  if 
residents  might  need  the  assistance 
available  from  church  agencies.  They 
were  trained  by  staff  members  of  the 
Interfaith  Disaster  Recovery  office  in 
Xenia,  Ohio.  The  volunteers  also  were 
trained  in  grief  counseling,  for  the  Xenia 
staff  found  grief  to  be  an  important  part 
of  the  experience  of  residents  of  Xenia 
which  was  hit  by  a  tornado  April  3,  1974. 

Mr.  Elrod  said  long-term  aid  for  vic¬ 
tims  is  necessary  because  some  people 
do  not  qualify  for  government 
rehabilitation  programs.  He  said  the 
church  has  a  unique  role  to  fulfill  in  of¬ 
fering  supplemental  aid. 

Rev.  Bond  said  the  tornado,  while 
devastating  in  many  obvious  ways  has 
also  provided  a  rallying  point  for  a  united 
church  effort.  He  said  he  was  especially 
impressed  with  the  way  Omaha  citizens 
and  others  from  a  wide  area  had  united  to 
serve  human  needs.  He  pointed  out  that  a 
side  benefit  to  the  terrible  disaster  may 
be  that  Christians  in  Omaha  may  learn 
they  have  more  to  gain  by  working  in 


concert  than  by  “going  it  alone.” 

Church  officials  also  commented  on  the 
speed  with  which  local  and  national 
church  aid  was  available  to  victims. 

It  will  take  several  months  before  the 
massive  area,  with  destruction  at  some 
points  a  block  wide,  will  be  cleaned  up 
and  reconstructed.  Advocate  volunteers 
from  the  church  will  continue  to  canvass 
neighborhoods  and  staff  an  office  to 
make  rehabilitation  assistance  avail¬ 
able. 

Omaha  churchpersons  have  said  they 
were  involved  from  the  first  devastating 
moment  of  destruction  and  they  intend  to 
remain  until  the  last  reconstruction  nail 
is  driven. 

Mr.  Hollon  la  connected  with  the  Great 
Plains  Media  Ministry  In  Omaha. 

Boxscore  on 
UMC  damage 
and  help 

OMAHA,  Neb.  —  The  boxscore  on  UMC 
damage  and  assistance  in  the  tornado 
aftermath  is  — 

FIRST :  At  69th  and  Cass,  First  Church 
was  directly  in  the  tornado’s  path  and 
sustained  an  estimated  $2  million  in 
damage.  The  building  which  was 
designed  to  withstand  100-mile-an-hour 
winds,  remains  structurely  sound.  Its 
offices,  classrooms,  lounges  and  gym¬ 
nasium  are  gutted.  The  sanctuary  is  only 
slightly  damaged.  Cary  Hall  which 
contains  the  gymnasium  and  a  stage 
area  will  have  to  be  rebuilt  since  the 
tornado  lifted  the  roof  off  the  structure 
and  dropped  it  back  down.  Mead  Chapel 
also  was  damaged. 

Approximately  60  persons,  40  of  them 
children,  were  in  the  building  when  the 
storm  hit.  They  were  taken  to  a  tunnel 
under  the  church  and  no  one  was  injured. 

Dr.  Roger  Bourland,  senior  minister, 
says  the  building  was  totally  insured  but 
uninsured  items  such  as  trees  and  shrubs 
may  cost  $100,000. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Haynes  lost 
their  home  and  most  of  their  furniture 
and  clothing  in  the  storm.  Mr.  Haynes  is 
an  associate  minister. 

Associate  minister  Michale  McMurtry 
reported  37  member  families  were  in  the 
storm  path.  Fourteen  lost  their  homes, 
nine  had  severe  damage  and  the 
remainder  suffered  minor  damage. 

ST.  PAUL:  Although  not  directly  hit  by 
the  storm,  50  member  families  were  in 
the  immediate  area  of  destruction.  Six 
lost  their  homes  and  the  remainder  had 
varying  degrees  of  damage. 

Several  members  and  ministers  drove 
Red  Cross  emergency  canteen  vehicles 
the  night  of  the  storm.  St.  Paul  youth 
volunteered  for  clean-up  work  and  the 
church  participated  in  the  meal  pro¬ 
gram.  The  church  also  arranged  for  a 
chartered  bus  to  travel  through  the  area 
to  pick  up  victims  and  transport  them  to 
the  meals. 

TRINITY :  Four  blocks  east  of  the 
heavily  damaged  apartment  complex, 
the  church  was  designated  as  a  Red 
Cross  First  Aid  Center,  used  for  a  hot 
meal  program,  clothing  reception  and 
rally  point  for  volunteers.  Five  crews 
volunteered  for  clean-up  and  ap¬ 
proximately  2,000  persons  were  helped 
with  different  services.  Nearly  50 
member  families  were  affected  by  the 
storm. 

ROCKBROOK:  Away  from  the  storm’s 
path,  the  church  nevertheless  served  as 
an  emergency  shelter. 

—  Larry  Hollon 


Protestant  leaders  back 
Boston  desegregation  order 


BOSTON  (RNS)  —  Spokesmen  for 
major  Protestant  denominations  here 
issued  a  proclamation  backing  a  federal 
court  order  directing  further 
desegregation  of  Boston’s  public  schools. 

The  declaration,  signed  by  some  25 
churchmen,  including  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll,  was  entitled, 
“Proclamation  on  Religious  Concern  for 
Desegregation  in  Boston.” 

It  supported  U.  S.  District  Court  Judge 
W.  Arthur  Garrity ’s  “Phase  II”  order  for 
school  desegregation  involving  school 
busing  of  more  than  20,000  students.  A 
Phase  I  order  from  the  court  led  to 
widespread  protests,  school  boycotts  and 
some  incidents  of  violence. 

“We  must  speak  to  this  situation,  both 
in  judgment  on  the  turmoil  and  hard¬ 
heartedness  but  also  with  the  hope  of 
redeeming  education  in  Boston,”  it  said. 
“What  hangs  in  the  balance  is  the  symbol 
Boston  will  become.  The  symbol  of 
Birmingham’s  dogs,  of  Selma’s  bridge, 
of  Little  Rock’s  troops,  of  a  Governor 
blocking  a  door,  each  in  its  own  way  has 
brought  us  to  this  point  in  history.  The 
question  is:  Will  the  symbol  of  Boston  be 
that  of  a  mob  storming  a  bus,  or  respect 
for  justice  embodied  in  black  and  white 
children,  hand  in  hand,  leading  us  beyond 
the  desert  of  our  fears  to  the  promised 
land  of  an  integrated  society?” 

The  churchmen  declared,  “We  implore 
all  citizens  of  Boston  to  recognize  that  the 
essential  issue  in  the  Boston  educational 
crisis  is  not  busing,  but  the  legal  and 
moral  right  of  all  children  to  an 
education  which  is  integrated  and  of 
equal  quality.  Remember  that  the 
Federal  District  Court,  found  Boston’s 
School  Committee  guilty  of  ‘de  jure’,  not 
merely  ‘de  facto’,  segregation.” 

They  affirmed  that  “school  busing  is 
and  has  been  an  indispensable  and 


valuable  instrument  in  American 
education.  Millions  of  school  children  are 
bused  daily,  in  order  to  promote  just  and 
efficient  educational  systems.” 

Among  the  25  signers  of  the 
proclamation  were  Episcopal  Bishop 
John  M.  Burgess;  Dr.  Roscoe  C.  Robison, 
executive  director,  American  Baptist 
Churches  of  Massachusetts;  the  Rev. 
Avery  D.  Post,  president,  Massachusetts 
Conference,  United  Church  of  Christ;  Dr. 
Erna  B.  Bryant,  president, 
Massachusetts  Council  of  Churches  and 
Dr.  James  A.  Nash,  executive  director, 
Massachusetts  Council  of  Churches. 

EYE  PROBLEMS? 

Gentle  LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  floats 
out  dust  and  irritants.  Relieves  burning  and 
itching.  Soothes  away  redness.  Solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  sore,  tired,  dull  eyes.  Ask  for  genuine 
J.AVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  druggist.  For  gentle,  soothing 
relief.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  back. 


Attention  Churches 


SPORTSMAN  MAXIWAGON 

1975  Dodge  Sportsman 

15  Passenger 

Buy  -  Rent  -  Lease 

Contact  J.  Y.  Tingle 
Longhorn  Dodge,  Inc. 

2401  W.  7th  St.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  76107 
(817)  335-2331,  Metro  429-0121 
(214)  262-2244  (Dallas) 
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Bishop’s  Message 


atulations  to  a  couple  of  our  brand  new  churches  being  built  without  any 

_ ,ps.  Now  most  of  our  Louisiana  congregations  were  wise  in  building  on 

ground  level  with  “base  concrete  slab  construction.”  But  still  some  of  our 
edifices  have  long  flights  of  steps  to  the  main  entrance.  How  difficult  for  an 
older  person  to  negotiate  these  steps!  I  rejoice  in  the  spunk  and  uncomplaining 
faithfulness  of  elderly  members  who  climb  these  steps  to  enter  the  beloved 
House  of  God.  But  how  much  better  would  it  be  for  the  elderly  not  to  have  to 
make  this  particular  effort! 

It  is  noteworthy  that  two  institutions  which  seem  to  attract  large  numbers  of 
people  have  no  steps  whatsoever  at  their  front  entrances  —  these  are  theater 
houses  and  saloons.  Did  you  ever  see  a  long  flight  of  steps  in  front  of  a  picture 
show  or  a  watering-place?  No,  these  entertainment  houses  and  bars  always 
build  for  ease  in  bringing  in  the  crowds.  We  in  the  church  ought  to  be  “as  wise  as 
serpents  and  as  harmless  as  doves,”  as  our  Lord  has  said,  and  whatever  else 
this  means  (and  there  are  other  rich  meanings),  it  at  least  implies  that  we 
ought  to  be  just  as  wise  as  everybody  else  in  the  world,  and  wiser  if  possible. 
When  you  build  your  new  church,  be  smart  enough  to  bear  in  mind  the  needs  of 
the  elderly.  Don’t  make  it  hard  for  them  to  get  in  and  get  out.  Every  new  church 
ought  to  have  a  special  ramp  for  wheelchairs  and  walkers,  railings,  bathroom 
grab  bars,  and  various  other  evidences  of  care  for  those  who  are  ripe  in  years. 

So,  congratulations  to  the  newer  churches  that  are  aware. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Twenty-eight 
honored  in  service 


Cabinet  report  on  “State  of  the  Church” 


of  commemoration  emphasizes  growth,  bright  future 

Twenty-eight  deceased  ministers  and  O  '  O 


Sicily  Island  II M  observes  groundbreaking 


Sicily  Island  UM  Church  observed  a  groundbreaking  service  on  May  4  for  a  new 
educational  building.  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier,  Monroe  District  Superintendent  conducted 
the  morning  worship  service.  Groundbreaking  ceremonies  were  held  on  the  church 
lawn,  where  the  congregation  gathered  to  view  the  manning  of  the  "golden  shovel" 
for  turning  of  the  earth.  Pictured  here,  taking  part  in  the  service  are,  from  left:  John 
Peniston,  church  treasurer;  Gordon  Vaught',  chairman  of  administrative  board;  A. 
B.  Chisum,  chairman  of  building  committee;  the  Rev.  James  Hodges,  pastor;  Dr. 
Clyde  Frazier,  district  superintendent;  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Taylor,  former  pastor. 


Twenty-eight  deceased  ministers  and 
wives  of  ministers  were  honored  at  the 
Service  of  Commemoration  held  in  First 
UM  Church,  Shreveport  on  the  opening 
day  of  the  1975  Annual  Conference. 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  led  the 
commemoration  service,  and  the  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  0.  W. 
Christopher,  pastor  of  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion- 
Newell  charge,  Slidell.  The  Rev.  James 
W.  Jones  served  as  liturgist. 

Those  persons  who  have  died  since  the 
1974  Annual  Conference  and  whose 
names  appear  in  the  Record  of 
Rememberance  are:  John  E.  Allen, 
Elnora  F.  Bernard,  Richmond  M.  Brown, 
W.  Ralph  Cain,  Mrs.  Celeste  Dotson, 
Mrs.  Leroy  Fields,  A.  E.  Franklin,  Mrs. 

F.  M.  Freeman. 

Also,  Noel  Gaines,  A.  D.  George,  John 

G.  Gieck,  Walter  L.  Gilbert,  Mrs.  James 
B.  Grambling,  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Harrell, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Falcon  L. 
Hearne,  Johnny  Hollingsworth,  W.  F. 
Howell. 

Also,  Mrs.  James  A.  Jones,  A.  A. 
McKnight,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Morgan,  Mrs.  W. 
W.  Perry,  T.  O.  Rorie,  Mrs.  Lee  Grafton 
Shaw,  Alvin  P.  Smith,  Mrs.  John  Roddy 
Taylor,  J.  Taylor  Wall,  and  Mrs.  Albert 
Williams. 

FYI:  Newsbriefs 

The  Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas,  Ruston 
District  Superintendent,  will  preach 
revival  services  in  Pine  Grove  UM 
Church,  beginning  Sunday  June  8.  He  will 
preach  at  both  the  11  A.M.  and  7  P.M. 
services  on  that  day,  and  on  the  evenings 
of  June  9,  10,  11.  Pastor  Jim  Constable 
extends  an  invitation  to  friends  of  the 
church  to  attend  and  worship. 

The  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  pastor  of 
Vivian  and  Rodessa  UM  churches,  has 
informed  this  newspaper  of  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Ethel  Paulina  McDonald,  a  leader 
in  Methodist  Women’s  work  of  the 
Conference  for  many  years,  having  been 
active  in  local  and  district  work  of  the 
former  WSCS.  A  longtime  member  of  the 
Rodessa  Church,  she  died  on  May  15  in  a 
Shreveport  Nursing  home,  following  an 
extended  illness.  She  was  named 
Honorary  Historian  of  the  Shreveport 
District  WSCS  upon  her  retirement. 


At  the  opening  session  of  Annual 
Conference  the  “State  of  the  Church” 
Cabinet  report  was  given  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Clyde  S.  Clark,  chairman,  who  indicated 
significant  progress  and  enthusiastic 
future  plans. 

He  noted  that  evangelism  is  gaining 
momentum,  with  a  gain  in  1974  of  794 
members.  Pointing  out  that  this  year’s 
confirmation  classes  are  the  largest  in 
many  years,  a  gain  of  some  1000  mem¬ 
bers  is  expected  in  1975.  New  churches, 
the  first  in  the  conference  in  ten  years, 
are  now  being  organized  and  built. 

In  stewardship,  Doctor  Clark  reported 
increased  giving  to  church  programs  and 
projects,  and  he  pointed  out  that  for 
pastors  ”...  salary  increases  have  been 
notable,  reflecting  the  interest  of  laity  in 
adequate  support  for  their  pastors  .  .  .” 
This  coming  year  the  Conference  will  ask 
the  churches  to  give  $456,000  for  World 
Service  and  Conference  Benevolences. 
He  also  pointed  out  that  the  report  of  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  is 
asking  .  .  Methodists  of  this 
state  ...  to  give  a  total  of  one  million 
nine  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which 
will  be  sent  to  the  Conference  treasurer.” 
(This  amount  does  not  include  pastor’s 
salaries  and  local  expenses.)  In  1974, 
total  giving  of  Methodists  in  the  state  was 
up  five  per  cent.  Our  Conference  jumped 
from  eleventh  in  the  Jurisdiction  to  third 


in  giving  for  Advance  Specials. 

According  to  the  Cabinet  report,  the 
number  one  priority  in  our  Conference 
will  be  “Concern  for  Persons."  Of  special 
interest  was  the  distinction  held  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  of  leading  the 
entire  nation  in  the  amount  given  by  any 
Annual  Conference  for  Honduran  Earth¬ 
quake  Relief,  an  amount  in  excess  of 
$30,000.  Doctor  Clark  stated  that  it  is 
expected  that  a  Resolution  will  be  passed 
to  establish  a  Conference  wide  program 
for  Food  for  the  Hungry. 

Growth  in  support  and  services  among 
the  Conference  institutions  was  noted, 
including  a  $7  million  expansion  program 
underway  at  Methodist  Hospital,  New 
Orleans. 

Noting  that  Methodists  in  Louisiana 
have  been  in  the  business  of  higher 
education  since  1825,  the  progress  of  the 
church’s  two  affiliated  liberal  arts 
colleges,  Centenary  and  Dillard,  was 
pointed  up.  In  the  area  of  Christian 
Education,  the  target  has  been  the  local 
church.  This,  according  to  the  report,  has 
been  accomplished  in  large  part  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries. 

Lay  work,  also,  is  enjoying  steady 
growth  in  the  Conference.  A  resolution  at 
a  General  Conference  session  held  in 
Louisiana  in  1866  stated  ‘‘Lay 


representation  at  the  Annual  Conference 
should  be  introduced  ...”  thus  making 
Louisiana  Methodists  in  a  sense  the 
“founding  fathers"  of  lay  work  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  This  year  the  laity  of 
the  Conference  are  involved  in  a 
program  to  revitalize  Methodist  Men. 
Strong  in  the  laity  program  is  the  work  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  with  14,135 
members,  who  last  year  overpaid  their 
goal  of  $167,000  for  missions. 

Looking  forward  to  the  Bicentennial 
Year,  elaborate  plans  are  being  made  to 
highlight  the  tradition  of  the  United 
Methodist  efforts  in  Louisiana.  Mrs. 
Clyde  C.  Frazier,  of  Monroe,  in  a  paper 
prepared  for  the  Bicentennial  Com¬ 
mittee,  points  out  "...  We  still  exist  in 
the  footsteps  of  those  pioneers  who 
determined  that  the  wilderness  of 
Louisiana  should  be  filled  with  people 
who  know  the  name  of  Christ  ...  we 
maintain  the  warmest  relationships  with 
folk  whose  emphases  differ.  We  are  in  the 
tradition  of  Wesley  .  .  .  yet  we  are 
sensitive  to  the  claims  of  later  in¬ 
spiration.  We  are  all  of  these  when  we 
call  ourselves  the  United  Methodists  of 
Louisiana.” 

With  this  as  the  criterion,  the  Con¬ 
ference  plans  to  celebrate  the  178th  year 
of  Methodist  history  in  this  state  during 
the  1976  Bi-centennial  Year. 


Scenes  from  Annual  Conference  Registration  and  First  Flvening  Session. 
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Alexandria  District 
District  Superintendent  -  Clyde  S.  Clark 
ALEXANDRIA:  First.  Harvey  G.  Williamson; 
Associate.  Thomas B.  Peyton,  III;' Horseshoe  Drive. 
Jack  S.  Vinegeart;  MacArthur  Drive,  Roland  K. 
Fried  ^h;  Newman-St.  Mark,  Nathaniel  P.  Perry 
Trini.  Pleasant  Grove.  Robert  R.  Miller,  Wilton- 
Wesle  Kenneth  M.  Fisher. 

Bentley,  John  F  Kellogg  R,  Ball-Clear  Creek 
Sprmghill.  (George  Horn  SP*);  BOYCE:  First  - 
Lahey  Chapel-Sieper.  (J.  David  Strozier);  Union- 
Mocedoma.  C.  H.  Green  K;  BUNKIE:  David  Haas; 
Memorial-Evergreen-White's  Chapel,  Clyde  W'. 
Averett,  Wesley-Marshall-Simpson,  Robert  S.  Tay¬ 
lor  R.  Colfax-Hollins  Chapel.  Samuel  Percy 
Emanuel;  GLENMORA,  First-Fellowship-Forest 
Hill-Melder,  James  W.  Putnam;  St.  Marks-Willis  J 
King-St.  Paul,  (Paul  David  SP*\. 

Jer^-Belah.  G.  Eldred  Blakely;  Jonesville,  Robert 
M-  F°rd,  Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville, 
Theodore  J.  Smith;  Marksville  -  Oakgrove-Simmes- 
port.  Brady  B.  Forman-  Martha  ville-Beulah-Robe- 
Iine,  (Floyd  McCarty  SP*);  Montgomery-Mt.  Zion- 
Atlanta-St.  Maurice  M.  C.  Cady;  Mt.  Zion-Emanuel- 
Connth-St  Paul,  (Alex  Johnson  LP).  NATCHI¬ 
TOCHES:  Asbury -Williams  Chapel-St  Mark's. 
Alonzo  Campbell;  College  Avenue,  James  Jones 
First,  Kenneth  G.  Rorie; 

9.roveCampti,  (T.  Edward  Boyd,  Jr.  LP); 
Olla-TUllos  Joe  A  Hoover:  Palestine-Bethel,  C. 
Richard  Hoffpauir;  Pineville.  First.  Slone  W 
Caraway;  Pollock-Sclma-Libertv  Chapel,  (Fred  W\ 
Campbell)-  Provencal-Weaver,  James  Ryan  Hor- 
ton,  Jr  ■  Rosa:Taylor  Chapel  Haskins  Chapel 
(Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr.  LP);  Trout-Eden-Urania, 
James  W.  Matthews,  Jr. ;  Winnfield-Couley  Eskei 
L  Talun’  -Supply  Pastor 

Baton  Rouge  District 
District  Superintendent  -  Robert  B.  Crichlow. 
Baker.  Mickey  D.  Stringfield;  BATON  ROUGE: 
Broadmoor.  Douglas  L.  McGuire;  Associate.  John 
N  Williams;  Associate.  Marie  P.  Williams,  Cam¬ 
phor,  G.  W.  C.  Calvin;  First,  J.  Woodrow  Hearn; 
Associate,  Henry  E.  Pickett  Sr.;  Associate,  J 
Pennington  Morgan:  Francis  Asbury-Corbin,  Larry 
Maddin;  Hughes  Memorial,  (William  J.  Miller); 
Ingleside,  Fred  S.  Flurry;  Associate,  Michael 
McLaurin.  Istrouma,  Paul  C.  Carroll;  Jefferson. 
Sale  T.  Lilly;  Jordon  Chapel-LeJeune,  Major  M. 
Goldman;  Neely^  Donald  R.  Averv;  North  Baton 
Rouge.  Robert  C.  Carter;  St.  John's.  William  D 
Peeples-  St.  Luke's,  (Frank  C.  Blackburn  LP);  St 
Mark,  Robert  Williams;  St.  Paul's,  William  M 
McCutcheon,  Wesley,  Leonard  L.  Havnes,  Jr. 
William  B.  Reilv  Memorial  University,  'Lamar  E 
Smith;  Associate,  Charles  B.  Simmons;  Winbourne 
Brady  Williams. 

Belle  Rose.  St.  James.  iL  A.  Williams  RS>; 
Bethel-Maenolia^  James  H.  Humphreys;  Black- 
water,  William  C  Blakely;  CLINTON:  Mt.  Zion-St. 
Paul.  (Ameal  D.  Ennis)-  St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel- 
Jackson  Chapel  (Adam  Franklin)  ,  Wall  Memorial- 
Clear  Creek.  John  H,  Casey. 

Concord-New  Hope.  (Jesse  L.  Means.  Jr.  LP). 
Deerford  (James  Monroe  Wilkes  LP),  DENHAM 
SPRINGS:  First.  Carev  A.  Martin;  Roberts  Chapel- 
§L,.kVk.e#,  < Clarence  L.  Hillard);  DONALD- 
SONVILLE:  First,  tE.  Eugene  Kimble  LP);  St 
Peler.  1 Edx\a£d  Uwis  Berry) ,  Grand  River.  (John 
R  Oldham  LP) 

Hartzell-Shiloh.  (Charles  Wilson  LP),  Jackson- 
Ethel.  Albert  A.  Collins,  Live  Oak.  (W.  Ed  Parks); 
Lottie-Rosedale-New  Roads.  Frank  M  Stage 
Napoleonvilie,  Wesley-Woodlawn,  Sidney  Irving 
Norwood,  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel  Wesley,  (James  A 
Smith  R),  PLAQUEMINE  First,  J.  C  Skinner 
(interim):  Hurst  Chapel-St  Luke-St.  Paul  New 
Roads.  (Wilbur  G  Davis.  Sr.  LP);  St.  Francisville- 
Tunica,  (Harold  Babin  LP);  St.  Peter-Green-Wilev 
(Obie  Southall  LP);  Scott  Chapel.  W  C  August 
Slaughter-Bluff  Creek,  (Marshall  C  Paine  LPi 
Zachary,  Robert  I  Galatas. 

Hammond  District 
District  Superintendent  -  William  P.  Fraser. 
Amite-Independence,  John  M  Lee,  Beech  Grove- 
Macedonia-Andrews.  (Donald  Barrie  LP); 
BOGALUSA:  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial,  Joe  W 
McClain-  Associate,  James  R,  McLelland 
Thirkield-Harrys  Chapel,  George  W.  Harper 
Carpenter's  Chapel,  (Boyd  Hood  SP  •):  Covington', 
Angus  L.  Carruth;  Days-Center-Darlington,  (A. 
Bray  Sibley  LPJ;  Faithful,  D.  Dale  Lyons;  Fitz- 
gerald-Waldheim.  James  T.  Harris  R. 

FRANKLINTON:  Centenary-Fisher,  Beverly  E. 
Bond;  Winan-Hayes  Chapel,  Louis  L.  Streams,  Jr., 
Friendship-Mangum,  Sherman  L.  Beird;  Gonzales 
Joe  C.  Rice;  Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel.  John  e! 
Scarf;  Hammond-Tickfaw,  Jerry  A.  Means,  - 
Kentwood-Mt.  Herman.  R.  Larry  Stafford 
LAPLACE:  Lasseigne-Lulcher,  James  L.  Adams; 
Ninde  Chapel-St  James.  (Dan  Washington  LP); 
Llvingston-James  Chapel,  (Charles  E.  Scott  LP); 
Loranger-Coopers  Chapel,  (Paul  L.  Wesley  LP), 
Lutcher  Chapel-Whitenall  (St.  James),  carl  T. 
Wethers  R;  Meadows  Chapel-New  River,  (J. 
Thomas  Logan  LP);  Pearl  River-Lacombe-St. 
Tammany,  John  Heniy  Giles.  Jr.;  Pine  Grove- 
Montpelier.  James  E.  Constable. 

PONCHATOULA:  First-Lees  Landing.  J.  David 
Corley;  Wesley  Chapel,  William  M.  Jacocks;  St. 


SLIDELL:  First,  James  P.  Woodland;  Associate, 
Willis  W.  Dean  Hartzell  ML  Zion-Newell,  O.  W 
Christopher,  SPRINGFIELD:  First-Huffs  Chapel- 
Maurepas  Claude  Edward  Henkel:  St.  James-St. 
Landry  (James  C.  Miles  LP),  Sun-Bush-Talisheek, 
(Ester  L  Hammond  LP);  Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge, 
(Eddie  Morgan  SP  *)•  Varnado-Angie,  (Karl  D 
WoodLP);  Walker  M.  L.  Davis  R,  Wesley  Ray-Live 
Oak-Marys  Chapel.  (Isaiah  L.  McCoy). 

•Supply  Pastor 

Lafayette  District 

District  Superintendent  -  Kenneth  G.  McDowell. 
Abbevi  le-Pecan  Island,  Terry  C.  Willis  ,  Baldwin, 
Trimty-Waimsley  Roger  Dale  Lathan:  Berwick, 
(Robert  Horne  LP);  Charenton.  Godman-Mt.  Zion- 
Umoa  (Willie  B,  Sweat  LP  i ;  Crowley.  First,  James 
E.  Christie;  Ebenezer-Crowley,  Weslev,  Lewis 
Ovenshire. 

FRANKLIN:  Asburv-Mason-Fitzgerald.  (George 
M  Alfred);  First  C.  Robert  McCammon,  Golden 
Meadow-Grand  Isle,  J.  Vernon  Fairley;  HOUMA 
First,  A.  Jerome  Cain;  Houma  Heights-Clanton 
Chapel  Wm.  Spiller  Milton;  Weslev-Mt  Vernon, 
(Gerald  Carter  SP  •);  Indian  Bayou-Kaplan.  (H  C 
Howell). 

JEANERETTE  McGowan-Lydia-St  Martinville 
(Lionel  Marcel);  St.  Paul-Briggs,  (Bob  Norwood 
zior\  'Walter  Barabin); 
LAFAYETTE:  Asbury,  James  J.  Caraway 
Associate.  Robert  M.  Bentley  R;  Davidson 
MemoriaL  Gary  L.  van  Horn;  First,  W.  O.  Lynch, 
Jr.;  Ivanhoe.  W  Dwight  Ramsey;  Mallalieu-St. 
James  Edgar  D.  Smith.  Mathews-LaGrange,  B 
Joseph  Martin,  Melville-Palmetto,  (Kenneth 
Chapman  OD*  );  Morgan  City.  DeWitt  M.  Ginn; 
New  Iberia  Roy  E  Mouser. 

OPELOUSAS:  Louisiana  Memorial,  Thomas  M 
Lancaster;  St.  Mark.  T.  E.  McElrov,  Patterson- 
Bayou  Vista,  George  H.  Sherman,  Jr.';  Port  Barre- 
Krotz  Springs-Waxia,  (JohnW  Guvre  LP);  Rayne- 
Branch  (George  A.  McVay);  Scott  Chapel-St 
James-SL  Joseph-Union.  (Oneal  Hardv  LP);  St 
Martinville.  Mallalieu,  (Marshall  Wesley) 
THIBODAUX:  First-Vacherie-Gibson/ Larry  D 
Robertson;  Calvary-Magnolia.  (W.  Taft  Bowie); 
Washington.  St  Marks-St.  Paul.  Booker  T.  Branch) 
Supply  Pastor 

¥  Member  of  another  denomination 

Lake  Charles  District 
District  Superintendent  -  Bvrl  J.  Moreland 
Cameron-Grand  Chenier.  Minns  S.  Robertson 
Church  Point-Maxie  (Etienne  Brouillette  LPR>  ' 
DeOumcy.  Byrd  Lee  Terry.  DERIDDER:  First.  W 
Odell  Simmons.  Weslev-Merrvville,  Burton  F 
Blair;  Eliza beth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove,  (Cecil  C 
Mims),  EHon-Basile,  Richard  E  Walton;  Eunice- 
Ville  Platte.  William  I.  Eubanks,  ^airview- 
Sweetlake.  I.  Elmer  Malone;  Guevdan,  William  M 
Finma  Sr  ;  Iowa-Bell  City-Haves.  .John  Saves); 
JENNINGS.  .First,  Jimmie  D.  Pyles;  Trinity. 
Robert  B  Crichlow,  Jr.;  Kinder-Oberlin.  Lvnn  W 
Merrill,  Lake  Arthur,  Raymond  M.  Crofoot' 

LAKE  CHARLES:  First,  Henry  C.  Blount  Jr 
Associate  Ted  Standley.  Oak  Park.  L  Deen  Thomp- 
son;  St  Lukes,  H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr.;  Simpson, 
Glendon  R.  Messer;  University,  Kenneth  R.  Reed 
Associate,  John  C.  Holbert; '  Warren.  Moses  T 
Jackson,  Sr. 

LEESVILLE  First-Holly  Grove,  Robert  L 
Potter;  ML  Zion-Macedonia,  Henrv  Gage 
Maplewood,  Tom  O.  Crosby.  Jr  ,  Moss  Bluff- 
B  road  lands.  Robert  G  Rowland;  Oakdale-Pine 
Prairie,  AbeM.  Conerly;  Prospect-Hornbeck.  JoeH 
Robinson  R;  Raymond-lota.  Heaton  B  Crammer 
Roanoke,  (Homer  V.  Bailes  LP). 

SULPHUR:  Henning  Memorial.  H.  Warren 
Blakeman;  Wesley-Hackberrv,  Charles  B  Hum- 
Phre>’s- Vinton  (Joseph  L  Rountree);  Welsh,  First, 
Ira  M  Robinson;  Jones-Mallaiieu-l rinitv,  (Robert 
M  Hams);  Westlake.  Edwin  H.  House,  Jr 

Monroe  District 

District  Superintendent  -  Clyde  C.  Frazier.  Jr 
BASTROP:  First,  Edwin  J.  Barksdale,  Memorial- 
Beekman,  Conrad  P.  Edwards;  Mt.  Olive- 
W'ashington Chapel,  (Roberts.  Murray);  Columbia- 
HeberL  (Claude  M.  Crotwell);  Crew  Lake,  (Perry 
Kent  SP*);  Delhi,  E.  J.  Martin;  Epps-Floya, 
Dorothy  Mae  McGowen;  Ferriday,  B.  J.  Champion; 
Gilbert-Boeuf  Prairie.  Bonnie  Ruth  Holley; 
Grayson-Kelly.  (Richard  Poss);  Kilbourne-Locust 
Grove,  (Joe  D.  Solomon  LP);  Lake  Providence, 
Wallace  P.  Blackwood;  Mangham-Crowville,  W  W 
Bevill;  Mer  Rouge-Collinston,  Arby  W.  CoOdy. 

MONROE:  First.  W.  D  Boddie,  Associate, 
Thomas  A.  Dunbar;  Memorial,  John  M.  Winn,  Jr  ; 
Reveille-Little  Creek,  Ray  R.  Spiller;  Faith  Temple, 
Nathan  Daniels.  Jr.:  St.  Mark  s-Oak  Ridge,  L.  Gray 
Wilson;  St  Paul’s,  James  L.  Stovall;  Southside,  Lea 
Joyner-  Associate,  (William  G.  Davis,  Sr.  LP). 

ML  Nebo-Lawson  Chapel,  (Robert  J  Addison 
LP);  ML  Sinai-St.  Peter,  (Joe  Brown  LP), 
Newellton,  Robert  Lee  Burgess;  Oak  Grove,  Fred  W. 
Schwendimann;  Pioneer-Forest  (Steve  Bearden 
SP*);  Rayville-Holly  Ridge,  Donald  J.  Hall;  St. 
Andrew' s-Bartholomew,  Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.;  St. 
Joseph-Wesley.  A.  D  SL  Amant  Jr  ;  Sicilv  Isfand- 
Harrisonburg,  James  E.  Hodges;  Tallulah',  Ned  L. 
Stout;  Vidafia  Robert  W.  Bengtson;  Waierproof- 
Clayton,  Claude  E.  Barron. 


WEST  MONROE:  Brownville,  Carole  Cotton 
Winn;  Wood  lawn.  (Pete  J.  Medak  LP);  Claiborne- 
Wilhite,  S.  Burl  Dampier,  First  Robert  L.  Peyton 
McGuire,  John  H  Sewell;  Walnut  Grove,  TBS 
W innsboro-U nion,  A.  G.  Tavlor,  Wisner-Baskin 
Oakley  E.  Edwards. 

•Supply  Pastor 

-New  Orleans  District 
District  Superintendent  -  Alfred  L.  Norris. 

NEW  ORLEANS:  Algiers,  First  Louis  F.  Roos; 
St  Matthew,  Russell  L.  Jones,  Asbury  Edward  A 
Kennedy  Jr-  Aurora,  Kirby  A.  vining;  Belle 
Chasse-Hope  ChapeL  Arthur  M  Baker-  Bethany. 
William  L.  Jones;  Boynton,  (Bernard  R.  Smith), 
Brooks,  Henry  L.  Stewart,  Carrollton,  J.  Pierce 
McKeithen;  Elysian  Fields  -  John  Wesley,  Tommy 
R.  Bergeron;  First.  George  W.  Ross;  First  Street. 
Abraham  E.  Davis;  Gentilly,  William  Haskell, 
Grace,  Jeffery  C.  Ribbons;  Gretna,  George  W 
Harbuck;  Spanish-American  Ministry  Felicity. 
Lawson  G.  Lee;  Hartzell,  James  W.  Wilson;  Haven, 
Leslie  P.  Norris;  Jefferson,  Douglas  L.  Davis 
Kenner,  First,  George  A  Duerson;  Ross-Thomas. 
(Henry  J.  Rhyan);  LaHarpe,  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
Lake  Vista  Donice  W.  Alverson,  Metairie  -  St. 
Mark's,  Richard  C.  Hebert;  Mount  Zion,  Samuel  W 
Walker,  Sr.;  Munholland,  Robert  H.  Jamieson, 
Napoleon  Avenue  Calvin  O.  Lapuyade;  Parker 
Memorial,  (Jerry  Johnston  LP),  Peck,  Nathaniel  P 
Williams:  Peoples,  William  R.  London,  Jr.;  Philips 
Memorial,  Max  R.  Butler;  Ray  Avenue,  Richard  W' 
Calvin  R;  Rayne  Memorial,  John  A.  Bayliss. 
Associate.  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.;  St.  Andrew's.  Rov 
L.  Garrett;  St.  Bernard  -  Arabi,  James  O.  Evans;  St 
James,  Jack  David  Arnold;  St.  Luke's,  Fred  O. 
Shirley:  St  Matthew's,  Bob  L.  Lawton;  Associate. 
Steven  W.  Caraway.  St.  Paul.  Richard  R.  Meek;  St 
Philip.  (Burnell  Bell  LP),  Second,  Cleveland  B 
Herr,  Jr.;  Shaw  Temple,  (Thomas  A.  Hoover,  Jr. 
LP);  Thompson,  (Louis  Augustine,  Jr.  LP);  Trinity 
(James  S  Davidson);  Weslev,  (Eddie  Carter). 
Williams  Roger  J.  Transpers. 

Buras,  Trinity,  Raymond  DeLaughter;  Luling  -  St 
John,  Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr. 

Ruston  District 

District  Superintendent  -  Edward  R.  Thomas 
Ansley  William  M  Stokes,  Jr.;  Arcadia-Mt 
Marla h.  Douglas  T  Williams.  Sr..  Athens-Cross 
Roads.  (Leland  Patterson  Culligan  LP);  Bernice- 
Beech  Grove-Summerfield,  J.  Roddy  Taylor 
Bienville-MiH  Creek-Strange,  (George  D.  Anders 
LPi:  Calhoun-Beulah-lndian  Village.  Alton  M 
Brown  Chatham-Zoar-Clay,  William  B  Shaw 
(Dennis  Hammond  SP  *)  ,  Choudrant-Douglas.  Otis 
W  Spinks  R,  Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley,  tfrinas 
P  Coriei;  Downsvlle-Bethd-Mt.  Nebo,  James  W 
A i lor,  Doyline-Sibley.  (Austin  Smith  lR) 
Dubach-Hilly.  Harvey  B  Delery;  Eros.  James  E 
i Ison;  Farmerville-Bird's  Chapel,  Terral  T.  Lowe 
Gibsland-Oak  Grove,  (Steven  M.  Spurlock  St  LP) 
Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona,  Terry  C.  Lowe' 
Haynesville-Shongaloo  Lael  S  Jones;  Heflin- 
Brushwood.  <  W  Paul  Cassels);  Hodge-Dodson-New 
HoDe,  Christopher  Andrews:  Homer-Wesle\  Chapel 
Cleburne  W.  Quaid;  Jonesboro,  Daniel  W  Tohline 
Marion-Huttit  (Clinton  A.  Jordan  LP). 

M1NDEN:  First  Tracy  R.  Arnold:  Associate.  B 
Paul  Durbin  R;  Lakeview-Mclntyre,  Leland  D 
Wade.  Pilgrim  s  Rest,  (W.  C.  Moore  LP).  Pine 
Grove-Betmehern-Evergreen,  (Robert  F.  Honaker 
St  LPi.  Quitman-Faith.  William  A.  Rowell.  Jr.. 
Ringgold-Castor-Grand  Bayou.  M  Rav  Holt 
Rusfon,  Trinity  Merlin  W.  Merrill;  Grace-Wesley 
Chapel  Leon  C  Scott,  Simsboro-Salem-Antioch, 
Alvin  Swindell  Hodges,  Jr  ;  Springhill-Sarepta, 
George  W.  Harkins.  y 

RUSTON  GREATER  CIRCUIT:  Anitock  J.  E 
Hea,riUIl- ^enter  Point,  Tillman  A  Brown  k;  Con¬ 
cord  TBS  .  Frantom  Chapel,  James  T  Garrett  R 
Sn?pehSpCtesJ-?  ^  Whilelwll-Colquitt, 
•Supply  Pastor 

Shreveport  District 

District  Superintendent  -  Carl  F  Lueg 
Benton  Clarence  B.  Krumnow,  Bianchard- 
Belcher.  L.  W  Taylor.  BOSSIER  CITV:  Barksdale, 
John  R  Johns;  First  George  F  Pearce,  Jr.;  Hall 
Summit  Malcolm  E.  Flnnell;  St.  Stephen's,  George 

D.  York.  6 

Bradford,  (W.  C  Moore  LP);  Coushatta-Wesley 

Chapel.  Reuel  H.  Allen,  Cross  Roads-Holly  Springs. 
(Thomas  H.  RoweLPt ,  Fairview-McDonald,  (Oscar 

E.  Player  LP);  Greenwood-Bethany  Lillard  R, 
Bevill;  Haughton,  John  J.  Rasmussen,  Jr.;  Hosston- 
Gilliam-Ida  Paul  W.  Carter;  James  thapel-St 
Matthew-Pleasant  Valley  (Allen  Edgar  Myers  LP 
R , lRobert  F.  DeBusk,  Jr  LP), 


Pickens;’  ^anv-BayouTciV "wlujamY" sIAnan"; 
Mooringsport-Ou  City,  (Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr  LP) 
Mt.  Zion-Bonchest.  (William  Tate  I^)-  Plain 
Dealing-Walker's  Cnapel.  (Leo  L.  Beck)  Pleasant 
Hill-Mitchell-Pelican.  John  Ed  Dilwortb;  Vivian- 
Rodessa,  Louis  M  Coppage,  Jr. 

SHREVEPORT;  Broadmoor.  Jack  Cooke 
Associate,  Louis  G.  Blankenbaker;  Associate 
James  E.  Fookes-  Caddo  Heights  -  Keithville' 
Rupert  D.  Coles;  Cedar  Grove-Weslev.  M.  David 


Felder-  Christ,  Hugh  L.  Baker-  Fairfield-Jewella. 
Howard  L.  Milo;  First  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.;  Associate 
James  W  Moore;  Associate,  Kent  Alan  Kilbourne,' 
Johnson-Mt.  Zion-New  Light  (Lee  C.  Jennings); 
Lakeview,  William  E.  Nolan,  Mangum,  J.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Jr,;  Momingside-StonewaTl,  Garland  C. 
Pieairihir;;T^°l1'.?ienfdict  A-  Galloway;  Associate. 
(J  Albert  Trickett);  Associate.  Lorris  M.  Wimberlv 
Jr.;  North  Highlands.  Lonnie  M  Sibley  Round 
Grove,  James  A.  Graham;  Providence,  (James 
Jackman  SP  *);  St  James  J.  D.  V  Hamilton,  Jr.  , 
St.  Luke's,  James  M  Poole;  St.  Paul,  Richard  H 
5f.r!7:  Summer  Grove,  Robert  E.  Carter;  Trinity- 
Ellerbe  Road,  (Thomas  A  Wilson)  .  Wvnn,  (Harold 
W  Longfellow). 

Wesley-Shady  Grove,  George  L.  Thomas; 
Ihomas;  Zwolle-Converse-Noble  T  B  S 

•Supply  Pastor 

Special  Appointments 

(District  Abbreviations:  A-Alexandria,  BR-Baton 
Rouge,  H-Hammond;  L-Lafayette;  LC-Lake 
Charles;  M-Monroe;  NO-New  Orleans;  R-Ruston;  S- 
Shreveport) 

Area  Provost  (To  be  announced  later). 

Annual  Conference  Council  Director  S.  *L.  Rav 
Brantoa 

Y outh  Coordinator,  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
Nashville,  Tennessee  S.  *  Donald  Charles  CottriU. 

Superintendent  Methodist  Home  Hospital  NO, 
•William  F  Mayo 

Superintendent,  People's  Community  Center  and 
Director  of  New  Orleans  Metropolitan  Ministries 
NO.  ‘William  R.  London,  Jr. 

Administrator,  Lafon  Protestant  Home  NO 
»  Alfred  Pollar 

Program  Director,  Methodist  Hospital,  New 
Orleans  NO,  ‘John  B  Koelemav 
Vice-President  Personnel  and  Public  Relations 
The  Methodist  Publishing  House  NO.  #  W.T  Handy. 

Conference  Treasurer  and  Executive  Secretary 
Board  of  Pensions  S,  *R.  Leonard  Cooke 
Director  Hughes  Memorial  Center,  Baton  Rouge 
BR,  *  (William  J.  Miller) 

Director,  Metropolitan  Ministries,  Shreveport  S, 
•James  A.  Graham 

T.  L.  James,  Professor  of  Religion,  and  Chairman 
of  Department  of  Religion.  Centenary  College  S  . 
¥  Webb  D  Pomeroy 

Associate  Professor  of  Religion  and  Chaplain, 
Centenary  College  S,  n  Robert  E  Taylor 
Vice-President  Centenarv  College  S,  #  Grayson 
B  Watson 

Associate  Professor  of  Philosophy,  Southern 
Methodist  University  NO.  #  Benjamin'A  Pettv 
Associate  Professor  and  Assistant  Vice-President, 
Rehabilitation  and  Student  Affairs.  Delgado  College 
NO,  x  Edward  A.  Kennedy.  Jr 
Chaplain  Morehouse  College.  Atlanta  NO 
»  Widdie  Clifton  Gordon 

Associate  Professor  of  Teaching  Ministries,  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  NO,  »  Clarence  H.  Snelling  Jr 
Professor  of  Social  Ethics,  Candler  School  of 
Theology  NO,  0  Theodore  R.  Weber 
Professor  of  Art  Georgia  State  College  NO 
0  James  A.  McLean 

Associate  Professor  of  Sociology,  William  Carey 
College  BR,  0  T.  Wayne  Perrott 
Chaplain.  South  Carolina  Dept  of  Youth  Services 
L,  -(-Howard  D.  Ellzev 

Chaplain,  Methodisl  Children's  Home.  Ruston  R 
»  Douglas  T,  Williams,  Jr. 

Assistant  Professor  of  Sociology,  Southeastern 
Louisiana  University  H,  »  George  M  Hess 
Assistant  Professor  of  Religion  and  Philosophy 
Curry  College.  Milton.  Mass.  NO.  »  W  Russell 
Pregeant 

Approved  Evangelist  NO.  +  Lloyd  A.  Foreman 
Chaplain,  Church  Coordinator  and  Executive 
Great  WKtem  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Van 
Nuys,  California  M.  +  Maurice  D  Fulkerson 
Assistant  Chaplain,  Centenary  College  S, 
0  Malcolm  E.  Finnell 

Coordinator,  Child  and  Adolescent  Mental  Health 
Services  of  Dallas  County  MH-MR  Center  No,  +Joe 
E  Fogle 

Director  of  Housing  and  Services,  Volunteers  of 
America.  Fort  Worth,  Texas  L,  -(-Robert  A  Shirley 
Evaluator-Teacher,  Comal  Independent  School 
District,  New  Braunfels.  Texas  A.  0  Robert  L. 
Tatum 

Pastor  American  Church,  Brussels,  Belgium  NO. 
0  Darrell  Eugene  Mount 
Chairman,  Music  Dept.,  Bethel  College 
McKenzie,  Tenn.  A,  0  Franklin  P.  Poole  ' 

Teacher  of  Music.  Mammoth-San  Manuel  Public 
Schools,  Tucson,  Arizona  LC.  »  Charles  E  Fike 
Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute,  Chicago,  Ill  No 
0  John  F.  Baringer 

Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute,  Chicago,  Ill.  M 
0  George  R.  Holcombe 

Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute.  Chicago.  Ill.  LC, 
0  Joseph  R.  Thomas 

Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute.  Chicago,  111  BR 
0  Walter  L,  Baker 

Executive  Director,  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  NO,  0  Robert  F.  Harrington 
Associate  Director,  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  LC.  0  J.  C.  Skinner 
Director.  Centenary  College  School  of  Church 
Careers  S,  0  David  R.  Dykes 
Public  Relations  Director,  Centenary  College 


School  ol  Church  Careers  S.  0  (J.  David  Stone  LP) 

Director  Camp  Istrouma  BR,  "(James  Monroe 
Wilks  LP>  ...  .... 

Disability  Leave 
Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  BR 
John  F  Kellogg,  A 
W.  R  Lafayette  BR 
S.  Alvin  Mavo  R 
Frederick  Anthony  Mead,  R 
Lewis  E.  Milem,  A 
Lester  N.  Nance,  BR 
Collins  D.  Pinkard,  A 
Clyde  T  Shaw,  A 
W  illiam  B  Shaw.  R 
J.  C.  Wallace.  BR 
(Thomas  R.  Wallace.  Jr.),  LC 
Voluntary  Location 
(William  L,  Proctor) 

Surrender  Of  Credentials  W  ithout  Prejudice 
Alton  O  Hancock 
Warren  L.  Levingston 

Weslev  Foundation  Directors 

Louisiana  Tech' University,  Ruston,  William  M 
Stokes  Jr. 

The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  Louisiana  State 
University,  Baton  Rouge.  William  M  Finnin,  Jr 

McNeese  State  University,  Lakt  Charles;  Robert 
E  Tnwasend 

Northeast  Louisiana  State  University,  Monroe 
James  E.  Wilson. 

Northwestern  Louisiana  University.  Nat¬ 
chitoches.  James  W.  Jones 

Southeastern  Louisiana  University,  Hammond; 
William  M  Jacocks. 

Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge.  Freddie  R 
Henderson. 

United  Methodist  Ministries  in  Higher  Education 
Tula ne-New comb  and  Medical  Ministry  ,  Rov  B 
Nash. 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana,  Lafayette, 
W  Dwight  Ramsev 

Wesley  Campus  Ministry  University  of  New 
Orleans.  Southern  University,  New  Orleans  and 
Delgado  College,  Clarence  G.  Fuller  Jr 

Part-Time  Wesley  F  oundation  Directors 

Louisiana  Stale  University-Alexandria  Theodore 
J  Smith. 

Louisiana  State  University-Eunice,  William  I 
Eubanks. 

Louisiana  State  University,  Shreveport  James  M 
Poole 

Southern  University-Shreveport.  James  A.  Gra¬ 
ham. 


(All  Wesley  Foundation  .Directors  with  Annuity.  1 
Military  Chaplains 

U  S.  Air  Force  L,  Lucien  E  Larche,  Jr 
U.S.  Army  M,  Forest  N.  Blount 
U  S.  Army  R,  Paul  G.  Durbin. 

U.S,  Navy  L,  William  G,  Willson. 

Veterans  Administration  BR,  Thomas  M 
Babington,  III 

Veterans  Administration  S.  Floyd  M  Durham 
U.S.  Army  H.  Willie  Lee  Renrv. 

(All  Military  Chaplains  without  Annuity.) 

Hospital  Chaplains 

Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital.  Pineville;  A 
*  Roland  K.  Friedrich. 

Glenwood  Hospital,  West  Monroe,  M  ’Donald  E 
Wineinger. 

Protestant  Chaplain,  East  Louisiana  State 
Hospital,  Jackson;  BR  -(-Walter  C.  Worthy 
Stale  Institutions 

Protestant  Chaplain,  Louisiana  State  Peniten¬ 
tiary,  Angola  BR.  -(-Bertrand  Griffin 
Missionaries 
Korea  H;  James  W  Spitzkeit 
India  H,  Dr  L  Mrs  James  E  McClendon 
Liberia  L,  Doretha  Brown  Cooper 
,  ,  Deaconesses 

Librarian.  Sager-Brown  School  L  .  Doris  L.  Armes 
Guidance  Counselor,  Pitkin.  La.  LC  Norma 
Darlington. 

Clinical  Social  Worker,  Belle  Chasse  State  School 
NO;  Evelyn  Murphree 

Appointed  To  Attend  School 
ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  -  None 
BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Terrence 
Augus' 

Sout 


Louisiana  State  University,  G  Larrv  IV 
Louisiana  State  University,  Ronald  G 
HAMMOND  DISTRICT 
Boston  University  Scho> 

Palmes 

Perkins  School  of  Theology:  Kenneth  M.  Carroll 
LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary  Louie  P.  Chrisman 
Howard  University  School  of  Religion;  Robert 
Anderson  Walmsley 
LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
^Perkins  School  of  Theology ;  James  A.  Richardson. 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Asbury'  Theological  Seminary.  Ronald  Lee  Ball 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary;  John  Howard 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
Candler  School  of  Theology  .  Emile  Ennis 
Duke  Divinity  School.  Wayne  Evans 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Perkins  School  of  Theology;  James  D 
Hengstenberg 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  ,  Larry  O'Dell 
Candler  School  of  Theology;  Hulen  Warren 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  ;  Fred  Wideman 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
St  Paul  School  of  Theology;  Dan  flay  Allen 
Perkins  School  of  Theology;  Douglas  Cain 
North  Texas  State  College,  Joseph  F  Carlisle 
SI  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Nancy  J.  Gammill 
Si  Paul  School  of  Theology;  Randall  Lee  Gammill 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Randall  Keith  Nichols 
Candler  School  of  Theology;  Larrv  D.  Norman 
Perkins  School  of  Theology;  David  B.  Peabody 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  John  Richard  Scott- 
Welch 

Candler  School  of  Theology;  Paul  Legrone 
Stephens 

Perkins  School  of  Theology,  David  George 
Trickett 

•With  Annuity  0  With  Annuity  on  Institution 
-FWithout  Annuity 
Transferred  In 


Burton  Franklin  Blair,  elder  in  full  connection., 
from  Mississippi  Conference 

Nancy  J  Gammill,  deacon  on  probation,  from 
Kansas  East  Conference. 

Joe  Albert  Hoover,  deacon  on  probation,  from 
Florida  Conference. 

Sherman  L.  Beird,  elder  in  full  connection,  from 
Detroit  Conference. 

Robert  M  Ford,  elder  in  full  connection,  from 
East  Ohio  Conference. 

Buddy  Joe  Champion,  deacon  on  probation,  from 
North  Carolina  Conference 

Claude  E.  Barron,  elder  in  full  connection,  from 
South  Carolina  Conference 

John  Henry  Giles,  Jr.,  elder  in  full  connection, 
from  Florida  Conference. 

E  J  Martin,  deacon  on  probation,  from  Texas 
Conference, 

Raymond  DeLaughter  elder  in  full  connection, 
from  Southwest  Texas  Conference 

Brady  W  Williams,  elder  in  full  connection,  from 
Texas  Conference. 

Ted  Standley,  elder  in  full  connection,  from  North 
Mississippi  Conference. 

Transferred  Out 

W.  Spencer  Wren,  elder  in  full  connection,  to 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference 

Larry  Dean  Hardison,  deacon  on  probation,  to 
Oklahoma  Conference. 

IvanO.  Donaldson,  elder,  retired,  to  Missouri  East 
Conference 


Conference  reaffirms 
gambling  opposition 

Delegates  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  passed  a  resolution  express¬ 
ing  its  strong  opposition  to  House  Bill 
#  688  which  would  permit  casino 
gambling  on  a  local  option  basis. 
Expressing  strong  opposition  to  passage 
of  such  a  bill  by  the  Louisiana  legislature 
the  resolution  said  in  part  “Our  fore¬ 
fathers  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this 
nation  200  years  ago  believed  that  they 
were  giving  us  a  form  of  government 
which  would  be  worthy  of  our  support 
through  normal  means  of  taxation  . 
we  encourage  our  members  and  the 
citizens  of  our  state  to  provide  municipal 
services  without  turning  to  forms  of 
gambling  which  would  tend  to  destroy 
the  stability  of  family,  our  institutions  of 
government  and  the  morality  of  our 
citizens. 

The  conference  sent  a  representative 
to  meet  with  the  House  Committee  and 
voted  to  send  messages  to  Governor 
Edwards  and  to  legislative  members  ex¬ 
pressing  opposition  not  only  to  bill  #  688 
but  to  any  other  bill  which  would  permit 
legalized  gambling. 
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Editorials 


Christian  influence  is  needed 
in  ‘Law  of  the  Sea’  discussion 


Many  times  throughout  history  the 
Christian  church  has  been  accused  of 
being  a  “reactor "  rather  than  an  "actor" 
in  the  pressing  affairs  of  the  world.  Some 
critics  claim  the  forte  of  the  church 
always  has  been  to  make  moral  pro¬ 
nouncements  after  the  fact  while  stand¬ 
ing  piously  aside  when  the  decisions  were 
made. 

While  such  a  blanket  indictment  ob¬ 
viously  overstates  the  case,  most  Chris¬ 
tians  would  admit  that  there  is  more 
truth  in  such  criticisms  than  they  would 
like  to  acknowledge.  Pronouncements 
are  much  more  easily  and  safely  made 
with  the  benefit  of  historical  reflection 
than  in  the  heat  of  a  single  moment  in 
time.  Far  too  often  the  church  has  taken 
the  easy  path  —  holding  its  influence  for 
the  moral  judgments  of  tomorrow  rather 
than  making  itself  felt  in  the  pressing 
matters  of  today. 

A  refreshing  departure  from  the  “easy 
path"  is  recent  attention  given  by  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
“Law  of  the  Sea,”  (see  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

“Law  of  the  Sea”  is  an  international 
tready  now  being  drafted  by  138 
countries  of  the  United  Nations  to  set 
down  agreements  on  how  the  world’s 
oceans  will  be  used  in  years  ahead.  The 
tready  includes  the  possibility  that  the 
entire  two  thirds  of  the  earth’s  surface 
now  covered  by  seas  will  be  geographi¬ 
cally  divided  and  “owned”  by  various 
nations  of  the  world. 

So  far  in  the  development  of  the  treaty, 
“Law  of  the  Sea”  has  not  been  highly 
publicized  or  discussed  outside  of  diplo¬ 
matic  and  scientific  circles.  Outside  of 


the  Women’s  Division  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion’s  chief  missions  agency,  the  issue 
has  likewise  remained  unknown  in  the 
church. 

Now,  through  efforts  of  the  Women’s 
Division  and  in  cooperation  with  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  at  a  recent 
meeting  on  “Law  of  the  Sea”  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  the  issue  is  beginning  to 
emerge  as  something  with  which  the 
church  can  and  must  deal. 

Many  of  the  moral  questions  which  will 
be  raised  as  territorial  boundaries  are 
drawn  for  the  seas  are  unknown  at  this 
time.  The  exact  role  role  the  church  will 
be  able  to  take  in  influencing  the 
decisions  made  as  the  seas  are  divided  is 
likewise  unknown. 

Whether  the  "Law  of  the  Sea”  treaty 
now  being  developed  by  the  United 
Nations  proves  to  be  a  panacea  or  a 
worthless  piece  of  paper  is  yet  to  be  seen. 
But  the  fact  that  the  sea  —  man’s  next 
frontier  —  is  an  issue  of  lasting 
importance  has  been  firmly  established. 

The  important  matter  at  this  point  is 
that  the  Women’s  Division,  on  behalf  of 
our  denomination,  has  taken  some  initial 
steps  —  however  small  —  in  helping  the 
church  to  understand  and  deal  with  an 
issue  which  could  have  a  profound  effect 
on  the  development  of  the  world  over  the 
next  century. 

Local  churches  and  individual  United 
Methodists  would  do  well  to  follow  the 
lead  of  the  Women’s  Division.  It  would  be 
a  mistake  to  look  lightly  at  the  “Law  of 
the  Sea”  issue  simply  because  it  is  a  new 
concept  for  most  of  us  and  has  not 
enjoyed  the  publicity  of  other  causes. 

The  issue  is  important  and  well  worth 
the  time  and  study  of  all  concerned 
Christians. 


What  is  ‘charity’  really  about? 


Definitions  of  “charity”  as  presented 
in  recent  tax-exemption  cases  involving 
church-related  institutions  in  the  state  of 
Missouri  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue)  offer  interesting  food  for  thought. 

Rulings  by  the  state’s  Supreme  Court 
squashed  attempts  to  remove  tax  exempt 
status  from  the  three  church-related  hos¬ 
pitals  (all  non-United  Methodist)  and  a 
United  Methodist  home  for  the  aged.  The 
cases  had  been  filed  under  charges  that 
the  institutions,  since  they  require  pay¬ 
ment  from  most  persons  for  their 
services,  are  not  “charitable.” 

The  court  ruled,  however,  that  charity 
is  not  something  given  uniquely  to  the 
poor,  but  something  which  can  be  ad¬ 
ministered  apart  from  monetary  con¬ 
siderations.  As  long  as  no  one  is  being 
turned  away  for  lack  of  money,  an  in¬ 
stitution  can  minister  to  the  rich  and  still 
provide  charity,  according  to  the  courts. 

With  that  decision  and  that  definition 
justices  of  the  Missouri  court  have  gone 
to  the  heart  of  an  issue  which  in  recent 
years  has  often  been  blurred.  They 
answer  the  question  “What  is  charity?” 
in  a  way  which  is  not  only  relevant  to  our 

Consider  times, 
consider  faith 

Few  times  have  seen  the  mixing  of 
such  varied  and  critical  elements  in  our 
national  life: 

The  tragedy  of  Indochina  with  its 
immeasurable  human  casualties  —  the 
precarious  peace  in  the  Middle  East  — 
the  radical  self-appraisal  and 
reassessment  of  our  role  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  and  the  juggling  of  in¬ 
ternational  alliances  occasioned  by 
recent  events  —  the  debilitating  state  of 
our  economy  —  the  fact  of  hungry  and 
starving  millions  and  many  other  critical 
problems. 

Such  severe  needs  suggest  a  twin 
discipline  for  Christian  people.  That 
they :  Consider  the  times  in  the  light  of 
their  faith;  and  consider  the  faith  in  the 
life  of  their  times. 

We  could  do  worse  than  to  think  a  spell 
on  this. 

John  S.  Workman 
“The  Arkansas  Methodist” 


times,  but  in  a  way  which  speaks  of 
“charity”  in  the  Christian  affirmative. 

Too  often  that  term  is  equated  with 
giving  money  to  the  poor  rather  than  as  it 
should  be  —  with  giving  love  to  mankind. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  sometimes,  in 
order  to  be  charitable,  we  have  to  reach 
into  our  pockets  for  the  poor.  Just  as 
often,  however,  to  be  charitable  we  need 
to  reach  into  our  hearts  for  the  rich  and 
affluent  as  well. 

As  the  court  aptly  points  oui,  the  poor 
have  no  corner  on  the  market  of  human 
suffering  and  need.  The  first  mark  of 
Christian  charity  is  to  provide  relief 
wherever  persons  are  suffering.  The  size 
of  the  suffering  person’s  wallet  as  he  lies 
beside  the  road  is  of  no  interest  to  the 
Good  Samaritan. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Prayer  Day 

1775 

Next  Thursday,  June  12,  marks 
the  200th  anniversary  of  the  first 
national  day  of  prayer  in  America. 
Coming  more  than  a  year  before  the 
13  colonies  of  America  would 
declare  their  independence  from 
England,  the  day  signifies  the  first 
time  the  colonies  said  “we  as  a 
nation  declare  our  dependence  on 
God.” 

That  fact,  recently  brought  to  pub¬ 
lic  attention  through  a  brochure 
developed  by  a  number  of  Christian 
and  Jewish  officials  is  well 
worth  remembering  as  we  move 
toward  the  bi-centennial  of  our 
nation  next  year. 

It  speaks  to  the  fact  that  this 
nation  and  its  prayer  tradition  were 
formed  at  the  same  time  and  by  the 
same  men.  Since  that  day  in  1775 
there  have  been  more  than  150  such 
days  of  prayer  set  aside  for  the 
nation,  and  —  as  the  writers  of  the 
brochure  point  out  —  “this  first  day 
the  continent  prayed  together  may 
have  given  something  even  more 
basic  to  American  life. 

‘The  practice  of  praying  together, 
relating  faith  and  events,  repeated 
many  times  over  the  years,  has 
taught  people  with  creeds  which 
were  once  fiercely  exclusive,  a 
tolerance  and  respect  that  may  have 
saved  us  from  the  religious  conflict 
that  seems  to  keep  plaguing  every 
other  continent.” 

At  the  same  time  we  reflect  on  this 
heritage,  let  us  recall  that  it  is  not 
the  nation  but  individuals  and 
groups  of  individuals  within  the 
nation  who  give  a  national  day  of 
prayer  its  meaning. 

Now,  as  in  1775,  there  is  tremend¬ 
ous  power  in  our  individual  collec¬ 
tive  petitions  that  God  will  guide  our 
nation  to  become  what  He  would 
have  it  be. 


Here  I  Stand 
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6 A  conversation  with  a  part  of  me: 
Learning  to  accept personhood 9 


By  KATHRYN  PIGG 

Be  honest? 

Okay,  ME,  but  it  may  offend  you. 
You’ve  begun  to  notice  haven’t  you,  that 
the  word  “brotherhood,”  which  used  to 
stir  my  noblest  emotions,  now  turns  me 
as  blank  as  a  blackboard  freshly 
scrubbed. 

It’s  true  that  I’m  developing  some 
problems  with  “fellowship,”  too.  It’s 
begun  to  move  from  the  vocabulary  of 
meaning-filled  emotion  grabbers  to  an 
area  reserved  for  confused  blurs.  When  I 
use  it,  somehow  what  I  meant  doesn’t 
seem  to  have  been  said. 

Sisterhood? 

I  feel  awkward  yet  with  that  one. 
Hearing  it  brings  a  mix  of  joy  and  pain 
inside  me,  and  that  is,  I  think  better  than 
a  blank  or  a  blur.  I  find  joy  in  hearing 
“sister”  because  that  is  the  way  God 
created  me  in  His  image.  The  pain  is  a 
very  old  pain,  older  than  lam.  It  comes 
from  the  failure  of  God’s  children  to 
stand  up  for  Jesus’  sisters.  It  comes  from 
long  periods  of  silence  when  no  one  has 
dared  to  affirm  that  no  one  group  of 
people  has  some  kind  of  prior  and  special 
claim  upon  the  love  and  call  of  God. 

Oh,  I  could  yell  loudly:  God  made  me 
just  as  good  as  my  brothers!  But  what 
does  the  ability  to  outyell  someone  prove 
about  me?  What  does  outdoing  anyone  in 
anything  prove  about  my  value  in  God’s 
sight?  Nothing.  I  decline  on  the  issue  of 
outyelling. 

When  I  was  younger  and  sang  church 
songs  about  “brotherhood,”  it  was  a 
word  which  stirred  the  ideas  of  unity, 
solidarity,  and  singleness  of  purpose.  But 
what  I  saw  in  my  mind  as  I  look  there 
was  a  long  line  of  men,  not  as  some  would 
claim,  a  mixture  of  Christian  men  and 
women. 

What  did  you  see?  Now  you  be  honest! 

You  feel  that’s  the  way  it  ought  to  be, 
that  it’s  the  men  who  should  be  out  there 
doing  the  work?  You  believe  that  women 
should  stay  home?  I  understand  the 
feeling.  It’s  how  I  feel,  sometimes,  ME. 

The  problem  is  that  I’m  doing  what 
God  has  called  me  to  do,  now,  and  it  isn’t 
what  women  have  traditionally  done.  I 
am  surrounded  by  brothers,  and  the 
brothers  talk  and  sing  about  their 
marvelous  brotherhood.  Should  I  so 
classify  myself  in  order  to  belong? 
Should  I  give  up  my  God-created  identity 
and  become  a  brother? 

Of  course!  Don’t  be  dumb!  I  know  I’m 
a  woman.  I  know  it  so  strongly  that  I  find 
it  difficult  to  accept  “brotherhood”  as  the 


image  for  unity,  solidarity,  and  pur¬ 
poseful  activity  in  the  service  of  God. 

And  what  about  women  who  are  not  in 
the  kind  of  work  I  do:  does  the  call  of  God 
which  is  uniquely  their  own  get  lost  to 
some  of  them  because  they  aren’t  “Men 
of  God?” 

It’s  the  images.  Images  hurt  down 
where  no  one  outside  can  see  it  hap¬ 
pening.  They  hurt  down  where  it  is  easy 
to  deny  that  the  wound  is  there.  Denied 
wounds  still  spread  their  toxins.  Images 
can  wound  and  kill. 

I  don’t  mean  to  sound  too  dismal,  ME. 
I’ve  begun  to  come  to  terms  with  all  of 
this.  First  and  most  important,  I  feel 
every  day  more  assured  that  God  created 
me  to  be  who  I  am  and  who  I’m 
becoming.  I’m  with,  not  against,  His  will. 

Then  too,  I’m  learning  to  accept  you, 
that  part  of  me  that  doesn’t  want  life’s 
circumstances  and  patterns  to  change. 
It’s  like  wanting  to  keep  the  old  quilt  that 
once  was  so  warm  and  comforting.  But 
you  are  changing  too.  The  old  quilt  is 
almost  worn  out.  You  are  no  longer  quite 
so  satisfied  to  let  men  believe  they  can 
build  the  world  without  our  ideas,  our 
feelings,  our  touch. 

It  helps  to  know  that  some  of  our 
brothers  have  begun  to  feel  their  sisters” 
hurt.  Some  of  them  hear  what  we  are 
saying  and  show  they  hear  by  caring. 
Some  of  them  have  become  just  as  un¬ 
comfortable  with  the  “brotherhood” 
exclusiveness  as  I  am. 

Best  of  all,  I  am  becoming  a  better 
sister  to  myself,  ME.  I  am  learning  that 
when  others  say  “brotherhood,”  I  don’t 


have  to  join  in.  I  can  within  myself  say 
“personhood”  or  some  other  inclusive 
substitute.  At  other  times,  when  the 
heaviness  of  accumulated  brotherhood 
treats  me  as  a  spot  on  the  wall  of  life,  I 
can  simply  leave  the  moment  blank  in 
loving  protest  for  being  treated  as  though 
I  do  not  exist. 

ME,  I  still  sense  some  discomfort  in 
you  over  my  new  life,  even  though  it  is 
New  Life  in  Christ  and  all  that.  Maybe 
you  could  think  about  it  this  way: 

When  the  Kingdom  of  God  comes, 
will  there  be  two?  Will  they  be 
separate  but  equal,  an  idea  that 
has  some  surface  charm  but  has 
seemed  to  be  unworkable?  Will 
there  be  a  Kingdom  for  the 
Brotherhood  built  beside  a 
Kingdom  for  the  Sisterhood?  Or 
will  it  be  one  Kingdom  for  all  those 
who  are  one  in  Christ? 

Too  obvious  a  question?  Well  then,  isn’t 
that  the  way  we  had  better  be  heading? 
Now? 

I’m  sorry  for  the  pain  it  seems  I  am  led 
to  cause  you.  May  the  Lord  grant  us  an 
increasing  patience  with  each  other,  until 
that  day  when  all  our  dividedness  shall 
cease  to  be. 

“ Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Kathryn  Pigg,  is  pastor  of  Hedley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Hedley,  Texas. 
Northwest  Texas  Conference. 
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Reader  objects  to  belittling  of  the  church’s  leadership 


To  the  Editor: 

The  “bust  the  bishops  boys”  belittle 
United  Methodist  leadership,  but  if  they 
were  offered  a  bishopric,  they  would 
probably  grab  it  —  that  is,  if  they  had  the 
guts  to  take  the  gaff. 

Why  does  the  United  States  have  a 
president;  England  have  a  prime 
minister;  our  states  a  governor;  our 
cities,  mayors  or  managers ;  our  banks  a 
president;  our  schools  a  principal;  our 
baseball  teams  a  manager;  our  football 
teams  a  captain;  our  Boy  Scout  troups  a 
leader?  They  do  so  because  there  is  a 
need  for  a  guiding  mind  with  a  certain 
degree  of  authority  to  keep  things 
moving.  The  need  is  the  same  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Our  leaders 
are  called  bishops. 

Even  if  all  United  Methodists  kndw 
that  their  contributions  to  do  God’s  work 
were  not  watered  down,  their  giving 
would  not  change  unless  their  hearts  did ! 
Watered  down  is  not  applicable  to 
bishops  .  .  .  who  would  like  to  take 
Bishop  Muzorewa’s  place? 

Edith  Washburn  Ward 
Mendota,  Illinois 


Complainers  should  leave 

To  the  Editor: 

The  bishops  and  district  superin¬ 
tendents  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
give  us  great  leadership;  their  service 
cannot  be  paid  for  in  dollars. 

If  Jim  Hutchinson  and  Gordon  N. 
Smith  are  not  happy  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  with  our  bishops,  they 
perhaps  could  find  a  place  in  some  other 
church.  That  is  what  I  would  do  before  I 
would  say  ugly  things  about  our  bishops 
and  district  superintendents. 

W.  H.  Marshall 
Utopia,  Texas 

A  courageous  idea 

To  the  Editor: 

Like  many  other  Methodists,  I  have 
been  aware  of  the  deepening  financial 
problems  of  my  local  church  and  United 
Methodism.  The  letter  to  the  editor  in  the 
May  2  issue  of  TM/  UMR,  suggesting  the 
abolishment  of  bishops,  stated  in  my 
opinion  a  courageous  and  enlightened 
idea. 

I  assume  that  someone  will  take  ex- 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


ception  to  the  accuracy  of  the  total  cost  of 
the  bishops  as  stated  in  the  letter,  but 
assuming  that  it  might  be  only  half  as 
much,  is  this  expenditure,  funded  by 
struggling  congregations  all  over  the 
country,  productive?  Is  it  effective?  Can 
it  be  justified? 

I  think  this  is  a  question  of  serious 
concern  for  all  Methodists. 

Doris  Bringsjord 
Carmel,  California 

An  end  to  tobacco 
would  aid  hunger 
To  the  Editor: 

Is  it  not  hypocrisy  to  expound  piously 
on  the  world  food  shortage,  world 
hunger,  and  impending  mass  starvation 
while  agricultural  agencies  the  world 
over  are  aiding,  promoting,  even  sub¬ 
sidizing  the  growth  of  tobacco?  Tobacco 
is  the  most  widely  grown  commercial 
non-food  plant  in  the  world. 

To  be  sure,  tobacco  does  contribute  to 
population  erosion  through  heart  disease, 
emphysema,  and  cancer,  but  there  must 
be  more  humane  means  of  population 
control.  Further,  these  diseases  are  a 
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Churches  respond  to  questions 
about  ‘family  life9  programs 


A  few  weeks  ago,  TM/UMR  asked  its 
readers  what  their  churches  are  doing 
about  family  life. 

We  noted  that  the  denomination’s 
Family  Life  Committee  is  encouraging 
local  congregations  to  initiate  more 
family  oriented  activities.  We  promised 
to  publish  the  news  about  interesting 
family  life  programs  which  our  readers 
sent  us  and  to  forward  them  on  to  Nash¬ 
ville  for  further  dissemination  by  the 
committee’s  executive  staff. 

While  it  is  still  early  for  TM/  UMR  to 
have  received  many  replies  to  the  query, 
four  unique  programs  have  come  across 
our  desk. 

Kern  Memorial  UMC  in  Oak  Ridge,  Tn. 
plans  to  “get  it  all  together”  in  June  with 
a  family-oriented  vacation  church 
school.  “Five  Fun  Nights  in  Faith”  they 
call  it  and  the  program  will  involve  the 
entire  family  in  pot-luck  supper,  worship, 
classes  and  a  30-minute  fun  time  each 
evening.  The  fun  time  centers  on  a 
theme:  “Clown  Night,”  outdoor 
“Western  Night,”  “Game  Night,” 
“Talent  Night,”  and  an  “Appreciation 
Night.” 

Publicity  chairperson  Mary  Lea 
Phillips  wrote  that  in  Kern  Memorial’s 
own  attempt  to  involve  the  whole  family 
more  in  church  activities,  they  did  not 
realize  that  they  were  part  of  a 
"movement”  until  they  read  it  in 
TM/  UMR.  She  reports  they  are  “ex¬ 
cited”  about  their  effort  and  wanted  to 
pass  along  the  idea  to  any  one  who  might 


use  it. 

A  California  minister  took  another 
approach.  He  wrote  for  congregational 
use  an  entire  program  entitled  “GROW” 
which  offers  parents  of  children  through 
teen  years  “guidelines,  resources,  ob¬ 
servations  and  working  models.” 

The  eight-week  program  is  designed  to 
develop  skills  and  attitudes  necessary  for 
good  family  relationships  “before 
trouble  starts.”  And  parents  actually  get 
to  try  out  the  ideas,  skills  and  techniques 
in  a  learning  laboratory  before  they  try 
them  out  on  their  children. 

The  concept  was  initiated  and  the  91- 
page  textbook  “How  To  Grow  Children” 
was  written  by  Dr.  James  R.  Jacobson, 
pastor  of  First  UMC,  Indio,  Ca. 

The  Oklahoma  Conference  involved 
over  350  lay  and  clergy  persons  this 
spring  in  a  state  wide  Convocation  on 
Family  Ministries.  Eighteen  workshops 
“exposed”  the  participants  to  a  choice  of 
family-related  issues  ranging  from 
divorce  to  aged  persons  to  transactional 
analysis  to  parent  enabling  training.  A 
notebook  listing  many  resources  of 
personnel,  services  and  books  available 
in  the  conference  was  drawn  up  by  the 
convocation  committee  and  given  each 
participant. 

Committee  member  Rev.  Dulaney 
Barrett,  Oklahoma  City,  reported:  “We 
have  good  feedback  from  some  church 
groups  who  got  turned  on  and  went  home 
and  began  immediately  to  plan  family 
ministries.” 


Clyde  Chesnutt 


Wesley  UMC  in  downtown  Min¬ 
neapolis,  Mn.  sponsors  two  types  of 
services  to  families.  One  is  a  family 
education  center  in  which  the  entire 
family  is  counseled  together  and 
separately  when  they  have  a  domestic 
difficulty.  The  center  is  part  of  a  larger 
counseling  and  educational  ser¬ 
vice  operated  by  the  church  and 
maintains  a  professional  counselor. 

Anguish  prompted  the  other  service. 

Children  aren’t  supposed  to  die  —  but 
they  do.  This  fact  prompted  the  church  to 
bring  together  grieving  parents  to  help 
them  cope  and  adjust  to  the  death  of  a 
child.  Once  a  week  for  one  and  one-half 
hours,  gather  parents  whose  children 
have  died  from  illness,  drowning, 
murder,  hereditary  disease,  accident  or 
suicide. 

Dr.  John  B.  Oman,  pastor,  wrote  that 
the  goal  of  the  Group  for  Grieving 
Parents  is  to  ease  grief  through  sharing. 
Talk  seems  to  be  the  common 
denominator  for  members  of  the  Group. 
They  lose  themselves  in  the  telling  of  a 
fond  memory  about  their  dead  child. 

“Nobody,”  a  grieving  mother  told  Dr. 
Oman,  “knows  what  agony  it  is  to  mourn 
the  death  of  child  for  whom  one  had  such 
love  and  hopes  —  nobody  but  another 
grieving  parent.” 

What  is  your  church  doing  about  family 
life?  Send  your  brief  report  to  “Family” 
TM/  UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076,  DaUas,  Tx. 
75221. 

-CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


tremendous  drain  on  medical  resources 
and  finances. 

Almost  half,  44.8%,  of  the  world’s  vast 
tobacco  acreage  Ues  in  "starving”  Asia. 
Would  it  not  be  humanitarian  to  attempt 
world-wide  to  induce  farmers  to  switch 
from  non-food  tobacco  to  food  crops? 

If  people  must  smoke,  let  their 
cigarettes  be  made  of  a  less  toxic  by¬ 
products  from  food  plants,  or  dried 
animal  wastes,  not  from  a  monopolizer  of 
arable  farm  land. 

Is  the  church  and  its  “social  concern” 
groups  going  to  ignore  this  issue  in  the 
same  way  they  stood  on  the  side-lines  in 
the  racial  discrimination  controversy 
until  it  would  not  “offend  anyone”  by 
taking  a  stand?  c  „  Hale 

Austin,  Texas 

Another  approach 
to  hunger 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  pastor  of  two  smaU  rural  chur¬ 
ches;  total  membership  is  about  200. 
Each  congregation  has  a  “lunch  bucket” 
in  which  we  receive  cash  gifts  for  world 
hunger  funds.  The  “lunch  buckets”  are 
Colonel  Sanders  chicken  buckets  which 
we  aim  to  fill  over  and  over  again 
throughout  the  year.  Fasting  one  meal 
per  week  as  suggested  in  the  Bishops’ 
call  is  the  sharing  system  used  by  a  few 
—  most  have  chosen  more  comfortable 
ways  of  sharing. 

If  we  can’t  provide  a  chicken  for  every 
poor  pot,  we  may  be  able  to  insure 


chicken  on  Sunday  for  some  of  them  at 
least. 

Long  live  TM/  UMR! 

Dorotha  M.  Russell 
Mahomet,  Illinois 

Concern  expressed 

about  ethics 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  United  Methodist  minister  for  30 
years,  I  am  very  interested  in  the  way 
our  general  agencies  apply  Chris  vian 
ethics  to  their  own  personal  problems 
I  am  especially  concerned  about  the 
recent  statements  of  forced  quotas  for 
women  and  minority  men  on  general 
board  staffs.  How  can  we  have  con¬ 
fidence  in  our  leadership  when  men  with 
long  and  successful  records  of  service 
are  forced  out  of  their  jobs  to  meet  ar¬ 
bitrary  quotas? 

K.  Henry  Koestline 
Miami,  Florida 

God  is  speaking 

but  are  we  listening? 

To  the  Editor: 

With  all  the  strife  within  the  structure 
of  our  own  church  family,  I  am  sure  God 
is  still  speaking  to  us  Methodists;  but  are 
we  listening  as  closely  as  we  should? 

Do  we  recognize  the  hand  of  God 
directing  us  in  the  proper  direction,  or  do 
we  find  other  excuses  for  the  things  that 
happen  to  us  daily? 

Adele  Punda 
Perry,  Florida 


Endless  Line  of  Splendor  has 

■  16  additional  pages 

■  22  new  stories,  written  by 
co-author  Webb  Garrison 

■  nearly  all  of  Halford  E. 
Luccock's  anecdotes 

■  10  new  brush  drawings  by 
Lynd  Ward,  the  original  artist 

Endless  Line  of  Splendor  will  be 

■  stimulating  reading  for  you 

■  a  thoughtful  gift  for 
relative  and  friend 

■  a  rich  resource  for 
confirmation  classes 

■  a  memento  for  your 
observance  of  the 
Bicentennial,  acknowledging 
the  role  of  our  demomlnatlon 
In  American  history. 


THIS  SHOULD  BE  SHELVED 


Endless  Line  of  Splendor 


A  book  beloved  by  thousands— 
long  out  of  print— is  now  avail¬ 
able  again.  New  readers  will  be 
enchanted  by  the  1975  Edition! 
Those  who  remember  an  earlier 
version  will  find  this  enlarged  ac¬ 
count  even  more  inspirational. 


*We  apologize  for  the  pun,  but  we  must  brag  about  the  "product." 


UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS 
1200  Davis  Street 
Evanston,  Illinois  60201 

Please  send  me 

- copies  of  Endless  Une  ol  Splendor.  11.25  each. 

$ _ total  enclosed 
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|  Church  raises  the  moral  issues 


Will  the  sea  be  shared? 


Speaker  of  the  Connecticut  House  of  Representatives 
James  Kennelly  [leftl  and  House  Clerk  Paul  Groobert 
[standing  right]  watch  the  roll-call  board  as  House  members 
voted  in  favor  of  a  “meditation"  bill. 


Amid  controversy  concerning  prayer  in  America’s  public 
schools  a  young  girl  bows  her  head  in  prayer. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


School  ‘meditation’ approved 

Two  states  pass  bills  allowing  pupils  time  for  prayer 


HARTFORD  (RNS)  -  Two  New 
England  states,  Connecticut  and 
New  Hampshire,  recently  passed 
legislation  that  would  permit 
"meditation”  in  the  public  schools. 

In  an  88  to  56  ruling,  the  Con¬ 
necticut  House  of  Representatives 
voted  for  a  bill  allowing  public 
school  children  to  meditate  silently 
at  the  beginning  of  each  school  day. 
The  Senate  had  approved  the  bill 
earlier,  and  Gov.  Ella  Grasso  in¬ 
dicated  that  she  will  sign  the 
measure  into  law.  Its  passage  would 
make  Connecticut  the  first  state 
requiring  "meditation”  time  in 
public  schools. 


In  Concord,  the  New  Hampshire 
Senate  passed  a  bill,  18  to  5,  per¬ 
mitting  school  districts  to  allow 
prayer  in  the  schools  and  recitation 
of  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  despite 
the  fact  that  the  state’s  Supreme 
Court  had  struck  down  a  previous 
prayer  bill. 

Opponents  of  the  measure,  in¬ 
cluding  William  Olds,  executive 
director  of  the  Connecticut  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  held  that  the  bill 
was  unconstitutional.  "In  my 
opinion,  the  intent  is  that  it  be  a 
prayer  bill.” 

Meanwhile,  supporters  of  the 


proposed  law  contended  that  it  was 
constitutional  and  not  specifically  a 
prayer  bill.  Rep.  Nicholas  M.  Motto 
(D. -Hartford),  who  introduced  the 
legislation  in  the  House  in  its  final 
form,  said,  “It  can  be  prayer,  it  can 
be  thought.  It  can  be  anything.” 

William  Wholean,  executive 
director  of  the  Connecticut  Catholic 
Conference,  said  the  meditation  bill 
is  inadequate,  but  “better  than 
nothing  —  and  that’s  what  we’ve  got 
now.” 

He  charged  that  “secular 
humanism,”  in  essense,  has  become 
a  “state  religion  ...  It  wouldn’t 
hurt  to  give  God  a  chance.” 


Funding  crusade  replaces  ‘lost  money’ 
in  New  York  Annual  Conference 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodism’s 
New  York  Annual  Conference  has  more 
than  replaced  the  $5  million  it  has 

Dollar  crunch 
causes  board 
to  release  staff 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  In  order  to 
avoid  a  second  year  deficit,  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  has 
released  three  professional  and  12 
support  staff  individuals  from  its 
Discipleship  Resources  Unit. 

Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board,  said  an  analysis 
of  the  first  four  months’  income  has 
revealed  “serious  problems"  in  the 
Resources  Unit  which  was  formed  in 
March  of  1974  “to  publish,  produce, 
market,  and  distribute  printed  and  non- 
printed  sales  resources  of  the  Board 
(except  curriculum)  and  to  provide 
production  and  dissemination  services 
for  the  communicating  and  promotional 
ministries  of  the  Board." 

Dr.  Talbert  said  Dr.  Harold  Bales,  one 
of  the  three  professional  staff  persons 
released  from  the  unit,  will  probably  be 
placed  in  another  unit  of  the  Board  but 
the  other  two  persons  —  Robert  Yoke  and 
Gordon  Haug  —  will  be  seeking  other 
employment.  He  also  said  that  attempts 
are  being  made  to  place  some  of  the 
support  staff  in  other  units  “in  the  nor¬ 
mal  attrition  process.” 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  closed  1974 
with  a  $737,168  deficit,  most  of  it  in  The 
Upper  Room  and  Support  Services  units. 


charged  was  lost  by  fraud. 

More  than  $6,250,000  in  cash  and 
pledges  were  secured  in  a  recent  con¬ 
ference-wide  crusade  to  raise  capital 
funds  for  ministerial  pensions,  according 
to  Dr.  Maurice  L.  Winn,  crusade 
director. 

The  crusade  came  in  the  wake  of  a  still- 
unresolved  $5  million  damage  suit  filed 
by  the  conference  in  April,  1974,  against 
Robert  W.  Preusch,  former  corporate 
treasurer,  his  accounting  firm  and  three 
partners.  The  suit  charges  that  the  firm 
and  the  four  associates  conspired  to 
defraud  the  conference. 

The  New  York  crusade,  which  of¬ 
ficially  ended  May  7,  was  the  largest  ever 
conducted  by  the  Office  of  Finance  and 
Field  Service  (OFFS),  a  denominational 
fund-raising  agency  affiliated  with  the 
national  division  of  the  general  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

In  exceeding  its  $5  million  goal,  Dr. 
Winn  said,  the  conference  assures  its 
ministers’  participation  in  the  United 


their  goals.  Some  say  contributions  to 
their  regular  budgets  also  increased  as  a 
result  of  the  crusade.  After  last  year’s 
tragedy,  it  is  good  to  have  some  good 
news.” 

The  “tragedy”  occurred  when  an  in¬ 
vestigation  last  spring  revealed  that  $4.2 
million  in  conference  funds,  primarily 
allocated  for  pensions,  had  been  invested 
in  loans  to  faltering  businesses.  The  suit 
claims  this  was  done  without 
authorization  from  conference  trustees. 

In  a  subsequent  lawsuit  filed  April  12, 
Mr.  Preusch  and  his  associates  in  the 
firm  of  Richards,  Ganlay,  Fries  and 
Preusch  were  charged  with  fraud  and 
with  having  financial  interests  in  com¬ 
panies  in  which  Mr.  Preusch  invested 
conference  funds.  The  suit  also  charged 
that  Mr.  Preusch  concealed  from  the 
trustees  unfavorable  audit  reports  from 
another  accounting  firm. 

The  New  York  conference  claimed  the 
loss  of  $5  million  of  a  $7.5  million  port¬ 
folio,  a  total  of  71  per  cent  over  a  47- 
month  period. 


6 Secular  City 5  author’s  mind  unchanged 


Methodist  ministerial  reserve  pension 
fund  administered  by  the  general  Board  ‘I  Jo  not  recant’,  8aVS  Dr.  Cox 

of  Pensions.  Previously,  the  New  York  _ _ _ ' _ 

conference  was  one  of  10  annual  con¬ 
ferences  which  did  not  share  in  the  Board 
of  Pensions  reserve  program  but  instead 
operated  its  pension  fund  on  a  current 
income  basis. 

He  attributed  the  crusade’s  success  to 
the  "enthusiasm  of  ministers  and 
laypersons  across  the  conference, 
generated  by  the  efforts  of  New  York 
area  Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward,  OFFS 
executive  Dr.  Frank  Countryman  and 
others.” 

More  than  525  local  churches  par¬ 
ticipated,  he  told  TM/  UMR.  “The 
success  stories  we  heard  indicate  that 
some  churches  gave  more  than  double 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  new  frontier 
for  the  world  is  not  space,  but  oceans, 
claim  an  increasing  number  of  scientists 
and  statespersons.  Who  owns  the  oceans? 
Who  will  benefit  from  the  natural 
resources  and  energy  contained  in  this  70 
per  cent  of  the  earth's  surface  which  is 
water?  Christian  churches  are  raising 
moral  and  ethical  questions  related  to 
who  controls  the  seas.  The  following 
story  reports  the  beginning  stages  of 
United  Methodist  involvement  in  an  issue 
which  may  engage  the  nations  of  the 
world  for  the  next  generation. 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  -  When  the  nations  of  the 
world  start  dividing  up  the  oceans,  the 
church  needs  to  have  its  say. 

That’s  the  thinking  behind  a  special 
Law  of  the  Sea  project  created  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  women’s 
division  —  a  project  that  may  place 
United  Methodism  in  the  vanguard  of 
churches  concerned  about  international 
oceanic  law. 

The  Law  of  the  Sea  is  a  treaty  now 
being  written  by  the  United  Nations  —  a 
treaty  which  will  spell  out,  for 
generations  to  come,  who  owns  the 
earth’s  oceans  and  their  resources.  The 
church  must  be  concerned,  say  the 
women,  that  the  job  is  done  right. 

When  delegates  from  138  nations  met  in 
Geneva  recently  for  the  third  United 
Nations  Conference  on  the  Law  of  the 
Sea,  United  Methodists  Barbara  Weaver 
and  Joyce  Hamlin  were  there,  on  loan 
from  the  women’s  division  as  observers 
for  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
(WCC). 

And  as  the  nations  continue  to  plug 
away  on  a  treaty  to  divide  the  ocean,  the 
women’s  division  will  be  watching 
closely  and  marshalling  denominational 
support  for  “equity  and  justice,”  Ms. 
Weaver  says. 

In  a  historic  “first,”  delegates  to  the 
UN  Conference  came  up  with  a  single 
working  text  for  a  treaty  to  control  the 
seas.  Next  year  they’ll  meet  again  in 
New  York  for  further  negotiations. 

The  church  steps  in 

But  the  job  is  far  from  over  and  the 
issues  are  far  from  simple.  That’s  where 
the  church  comes  in,  say  the  women. 

Calling  in  April  for  United  Methodist 
women  to  “inform  themselves  of  what  is 
at  stake,”  the  division  began  what  it 
hopes  will  be  an  educational  campaign 
for  United  Methodism  and  a  strong 
church  influence  on  the  treaty-making 
process . 

In  establishing  its  Law  of  the  Sea 
project,  the  women’s  division  com- 
1  mended  the  United  Nations  for -.its 
negotiation  process.  It  called  for  a 
continuation  of  a  moratorium  on  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  the  deep  seabed  until  a  Law 
of  the  Sea  treaty  is  signed. 

It  noted  the  “powerful  influence  of  the 
superpowers  on  these  negotiations”  and 
urged  no  unilateral  moves  that  would 
jeopardize  an  equitable  treaty. 

And  it  called  on  the  United  States 
government  to  press  for  justice  for  the 
developing  nations,  particularly  the  least 
developed . 

“The  church  can  and  must  have  a 
voice,”  Ms.  Weaver  told  TM/  UMR,  “but 
first  it  must  be  educated  to  the  issues.” 
Those  issues  include,  she  said,  how  the 
treaty  will  deal  with  the  ocean  as  a 
response  to  hunger,  and  how  it  will 


provide  equal  opportunities  for 
developing  the  ocean’s  resources 

“We  must  see  to  it  that  a  final  treaty 
narrows  the  gap  between  rich  and  poor,” 
she  says. 

Sea  project  staffed 

To  get  the  issues  before  United 
Methodists,  the  women’s  division  has: 

•  hired  Ms.  Weaver  as  a  staff  con¬ 
sultant  for  six  months; 

•  loaned  the  two  women  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  for  the  UN  Con¬ 
ference; 

•  provided  research  and  secretarial 
assistance  for  a  Quaker-sponsored  ocean 
Education  Project; 

•  funded  and  helped  staff  a  newspaper 
for  delegates  at  the  UN  Conference,  to 
highlight  conference  issues  and  provide 
technical  information  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  difficult  for  some 
delegations,  particularly  small  ones,  to 
acquire; 

•  provided  educational  materials  for 
United  Methodists; 

•  directed  its  staff  person  for 
legislative  affairs  in  Washington,  Ms. 
Hamlin,  to  work  for  an  equitable  U.S. 
policy  on  the  oceans. 

In  a  working  paper  on  the  Law  of  the 
Sea,  the  women’s  division  says  it  is  no 
problem  to  state  its  concern  over  the 


imminent  division:  “Is  it  the  right  course 
to  take?  If  so,  will  the  division  be 
equitable?” 

Questions  are  raised 

The  difficulty  lies  in  judging  right  and 
wrong  in  the  many  complex  issues  in¬ 
volved,  the  paper  continues.  “We  can 
only  raise  questions  on  some  matters  of 
long-standing  concern  to  churches.” 

There  may  be  problems,  for  example, 
over  treaty  provisions  for  deep-sea 
mining,  Ms.  Weaver  believes. 
Developing  countries  will  not  only  need 
more  technology  for  mining,  but  they  will 
need  to  share  in  revenue.  “If  the  ocean  is 
everybody’s,  then  it  is  theirs,  too.” 

While  a  current  time-table  calls  for  the 
UN  Conference  to  complete  negotiations 
next  year,  Ms.  Weaver  is  doubtful  that 
progress  will  be  that  rapid.  “It  may  be 
three  or  four  years  till  a  treaty  is 
ratified."  she  predicts. 

Ms.  Weaver,  a  teacher  from  Columbus, 
Ohio,  will  report  to  the  WCC’s  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Churches  on  International 
Affairs  in  June.  But  she’ll  also  take  her 
story  to  United  Methodism,  speaking  and 
developing  audio-visual  aids  to  outline 
critical  issues.  Her  position  with  the 
women’s  division  project  has  now  been 
extended  until  August. 


Home  for  the  aged 
tax  status  upheld 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  charitable 
work  done  by  a  United  Methodist  home 
for  the  aged  in  Missouri  —  and  possibly 
its  clear  church  connection  —  were 
major  factors  in  a  tax-exemption  case  in 
that  state. 

The  Missouri  State  Supreme  Court 
overturned  a  lower  court  decision,  which 
would  have  deprived  the  Ozark 
Methodist  Manor  at  Marionville,  Mo.,  of 
its  tax-exempt  status,  noting  that  the 
home  should  retain  its  status  because  it 
met  the  “charitable  purposes”  definition 
outlined  in  the  state  constitution. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  same  high  state 
court  had  ruled  that  two  other  non- 
Methodist  facilities  should  lose  their  tax- 
exempt  status  because  they  had  no 
regular  program  for  admission  of  per¬ 
sons  unable  to  pay  entrance  fees  and 
rent. 

In  the  case  of  the  United  Methodist 
facility,  52  of  157  residents  were  sub¬ 
sidized  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the 
•denomination  and  other  sources',  a  fact 
noted  in  the  court  decision. 

“It  is  clear  from  this  court’s  ruling,” 
said  the  Rev.  John  A.  Murdock,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Health  &  Welfare  Ministries 
Division,  "that  church  relationship, 
financial  support  from  the  churches, 
special  services  to  the  poor  or  indigent, 
and  good  community  relations  are  of 
great  legal  importance.  .  .  This  has  been 
another  important  step  in  defining  the 
church’s  role  in  helping  and  healing 
ministries.” 

Mr.  Murdock  said  the  percentage  of 
subsidized  residents  in  the  Missouri 
home  was  about  the  same  as  in  other 
United  Methodist  homes  around  the 
country.  "The  only  United  Methodist 


6 Bill  of  rights  ’  written 
for  spouses  of  ministers 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

LUBBOCK,  Tex.  —  A  bill  of  rights  for 
ministers’  spouses  —  perhaps  the  first 
document  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  is  now  being 
distributed  to  districts  in  the  Northwest 
Texas  Conference. 

Accepted  by  the  conference  Council  Of 
Ministries  in  January  for  possible  use 
with  local  church  pastor-parish  relations 
committees,  the  statement  “affirms  and 
defines”  seven  rights  that  “are  due  each 
minister’s  spouse  as  a  child  of  God.” 

The  seven  rights  are: 

•  To  seek  employment  of  his  or  her 
choice ; 

•  To  choose  freely  church  membership 
or  non-membership; 

•  To  serve  the  church  as  a  member 
without  special  obligations  or  privileges; 

•  To  be  considered  for  election  to 
church  boards  and  committees; 

•  To  attend  or  not  attend  local,  district 
or  conference  meetings  to  which  the 
spouse  is  not  an  elected  delegate  or 
member;  and  a  duty  to  not  attend 
meetings  not  regularly  attended  by  non¬ 
members; 

•  To  have  privacy  in  parsonage, 
personal  life  and  family  responsibilities; 


•  To  maintain  close  friendships  with 
persons  in  a  former  church,  being  sen¬ 
sitive  to  the  difference  between  friend¬ 
ship  and  pastoring. 

The  statement  —  and  an  alternative 
i  evaluative  instrument  on  the  minister's 
family  written  by  superintendent  Rev. 
James  Pickens  of  the  Seymour  District 
-  are  not  mandatory,  the  conference 
council  decided,  but  are  made  available 
for  districts  to  use  as  they  will. 

There  are  no  plans  to  introduce  the 
statement  as  legislation  at  the  Northwest 
Texas  annual  conference,  according  to 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Releford,  chairperson  of  the 
conference  committee  which  produced  it. 
"We’re  not  trying  to  make  this  into  law,” 
she  told  TM/UMR.  “Rahter  we  hope  it 
will  be  helpful  in  creating  dialogue  within 
the  local  church  committee  on  this 
important  issue.” 

Recognizing  that  a  minister’s  spouse 
has  “a  unique  opportunity  to  be  involved 
in  the  organization  to  which  the  minister 
is  called”  but  also  is  “a  separate  in¬ 
dividual  with  distinct  talents  and  per- 
sonhood  that  have  often  been  restricted 
by  congregational  customs,"  the 
statement  spells  out  a  broad  range  of 
“equal  rights.” 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  Harvey  Cox  says 
he  does  not  “recant”  the  ideas  of  “The 
Secular  City.” 

“Repeat:  I  do  not  recant,”  he  declares 
in  a  “Christian  Century”  article  marking 
the  10th  anniversary  of  his  controversial 
book. 

The  Harvard  professor  seems  to  be 
saying  that  his  mind  has  not  changed  as 
much  over  the  past  decade  as  some 
critics,  commenting  on  his  newer  works, 
suggest. 

He  insists  that  the  issues  discussed  in 
“The  Secular  City”  were  not  “fads”  of 
the  1960s  and  continue  to  demand 
theological  attention. 

Dr.  Cox,  an  American  Baptist 
clergyman,  also  apparently  feels  that  his 
first  best-seller  was  misinterpreted  and 
he  was  caricatured  in  the  “secular  city 
debate.” 

“As  I  watched  the  tumult,’  he  writes, 
"I  was  as  frequently  put  off  by  what  my 
would-be  defenders  said  as  I  was  by  what 
my  detractors  attacked.  For  years  I  tried 


to  ignore  this  debate  —  feeling  some 
sympathy  occasionally  for  the  late 
Marilyn  Monroe,  who  died  wishing  that 
people  would  either  love  her  or  hate  her 
for  what  she  was  instead  of  what  she 
stood  for.” 

Since  publication  in  1965  as  a  paper¬ 
back  written  for  the  National  Student 
Christian  Federation,  "The  Secular 
City”  has  sold  900,000  copies  and  there 
have  been  14  translations.  Whil^ 
sometimes  dismissed  today  as  part  of  the 
religious  “faddishness”  of  the  1960s,  the 
book  still  provokes  heated  debate. 

The  basic  question  asked,  though  not 
answered,  in  the  book,  according  to  Dr. 
Cox,  was  put  by  the  late  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer  and  remains  relevant:  That 
is,  “How  can  we  speak  in  a  secular 
fashion  of  God?” 

Dr.  Cox  says  in  the  recent  issue  of  the 
magazine  that  he  still  believes  "the 
movement  of  God  in  Christ  is  always 
toward  this  world,  this  ‘seculum,’  and 
that  the  mission  of  the  church  of  the 


Christian  is  to  move  in  the  same  direc¬ 
tion.” 

He  does  not  especially  become  upset  by 
"secularization,”  which  he  defines  as  the 
decline  in  the  public  power  of  religious 
institutions,  and  holds  that  the  process 
can  be  distinguished  from  “secularism” 
as  an  ideology. 

“Secularization”  is  both  a  challenge  to 
Christianity  and  a  reality,  according  to 
Dr.  Cox.  It  is  not,  he  writes,  “merely  a 
passing  fancy  thought  up  by  a  few 
relevancy -mongers  in  the  mid-1960s.  We 
need  to  talk  about  it  more,  we  need  to 
argue  from  clear  premises  and  with 
cogent  evidence,  and  as  we  do  so,  we 
must  look  beyond  the  American  scene.” 


home  that  has  lost  its  tax-exempt  status 
that  I  can  recall,”  he  said,  “was  serving 
nearly  exclusively  high-income  people, 
and  the  court  held  they  couldn’t  construe 
their  work  as  charitable.” 

While  the  Missouri  decision  was  not  a 
carte-blanche  on  tax  exemption  for 
church-related  homes,  Mr.  Murdock 
continued,  “more  and  more,  the  courts 
are  tending  to  say  that  if  the  home  is 
relieving  misery  and  suffering,  if  it  is 
providing  needed  services  to  the  older 
person  that  are  not  otherwise  available, 
then  that  is  legally  ‘charitable.’  ” 

Court  rules 
on  meaning 

of  ‘charity’ 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY  —  A  suit  filed  here  to 
strike  down  the  tax-exempt  status  of 
three  church-related  hospitals  has  been 
dismissed  by  the  Missouri  Supreme 
Court  on  the  grounds  that  charity  is  for 
the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor. 

In  upholding  the  tax-exempt  status  of 
the  hospitals,  the  high  court  ruled  that 
the  hospitals  are  "public  charitable 
institutions”  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they 
charge  most  persons  for  their  services. 

“A  person  who  is  sick,  injured,  or  af¬ 
flicted,  or  in  a  helpless  condition,  is 
nonetheless  a  proper  object  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  purpose  of  public  charity, 
although  he  may  not  be  poor,"  the  court 
said.  It  went  on  to  say  that  the  fact  that 
the  hospitals  require  payment  for  ser¬ 
vices  from  those  “able  to  pay”  does  not 
make  them  less  charitable. 

The  ruling  said  that  as  long  as  no  one  is 
turned  away  because  they  cannot  pay  for 
care,  the  hospital  can  be  termed  a 
charitable  institution. 

Although  no  United  Methodist-related 
hospitals  were  involved  in  the  suit,  the 
denomination’s  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  filed  a  “friend  of  the  court” 
brief  with  the  high  court  supporting  the 
three  hospitals  involved. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Proper  position 

By  GAIL  COOKE 
Whatever  life  may  bring. 
Experience  shows 
Getting  on  your  knees 
Keeps  you  on  your  toes. 


New  vision  needed,  urge  bishops 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

Two  bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  challenged  their  annual  con¬ 
ferences  last  week  to  new  commitment 
and  new  vision  in  the  year  ahead. 

In  “State  of  the  Church”  addresses. 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of  Peninsula 
Annual  Conference  and  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe  of  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference  both  pointed  out  the 
problems  the  church  has  and  has  not 
faced,  yet  they  focused  on  future 
possibilities. 

“The  church  must  view  the  world  not 
through  rose-tinted  lens,"  Bishop 
Mathews  declared,  but  “with  an  infra¬ 
red  lens  which  penetrates  the  darkness 
and  despair  .  .  .  never  without  hope.” 

He  said  there  are  solid  grounds  today 
for  hope  in  the  church  and  in  the  world, 
evidenced  by  "the  growing  and  very 
genuine  concern  of  the  churches  for  what 
Colin  Morris  likes  to  call  the  un-rich,  the 
un-Western  and  the  un-white  —  to  which 


we  would  aaa  the  un-male. 

Bishop  Mathews  called  on  churches  to 
make  things  happen.  “If  nothing  happens 
in  the  local  church,  nothing  happens,”  he 
said.  "God  has  equipped  us  that  it  may 
happen.” 

To  make  things  happen,  Bishop  Stowe 
asked  North  Texas  conference  members 
to  share  his  vision:  “Let  us  give  food 
from  our  table  to  those  who  are  hungry. 
Let  us  give  Christ  to  those  who  will 
receive  Him.  And  let  us  give  love  to  all.” 

He  listed  mistakes  the  church  makes, 
saying  that  “the  failure  of  the  world  to 
Jake  Jesus  Christ  seriously  may  give  us 
i’ie  clearest  clue  to  the  state  of  the 
church,  and  may  be  the  result  of  the 
failure  of  the  church  to  take  Jesus  Christ 
seriously.” 

To  counteract  past  mistakes,  he  said, 
church  persons  must  draw  near  to  God, 
repent  for  their  indifference  and  in¬ 
sensitivity  and  pursue  the  visions  of  love, 
liberty,  reconciliation  and  evangelism. 


uri 
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Bradenton 

Florida 


JWfJhisMJ  3Lricla,  Doo! 

A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  ‘round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It's  relaxing.  It’s  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBUR  Y  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  emer.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 


ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradento 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747 


Flo  ida  33505 
481 


An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  ./ethodlst  Church,  but  non¬ 
sectarian  In  Its  benefits. 
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Strict  guides  proposed 
for  fetal  research 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  Two 
Christian  ethicists  who  earlier  presented 
testimony  to  a  federal  commission 
studying  fetal  research  ^re  basically 
pleased  with  the  strict  guidelines  for  such 
research  recommended  by  the  panel. 

In  proposing  the  lifting  of  a  ban  on  fetal 
research,  the  commission  laid  down 
“minimal  risk”  to  subjects  as  the  chief 
principle  governing  all  scientific  in¬ 
vestigation  involving  fetuses. 

“It’s  a  pretty  good  document,  all 
round,"  said  Dr.  Paul  Ramsey,  a  United 
Methodist  theologian  who  criticized  some 
parts  of  the  paper  but  was  particularly 
happy  with  sections  which,  he  said, 
establish  the  policy  of  “treating  similar 
fetuses  similarly.” 

“I  am  substantially  satisfied,”  said 
Father  Richard  McCormick,  responding 
to  the  report  from  the  11-member 
Commission  for  the  Protection  of  Human 
Subjects. 

Father  McCormick,  S.  J.,  a  professor 
at  the  Kennedy  Institute  of  Georgetown 
University  here,  and  Dr.  Ramsey,  a 
theologian  at  Princeton  University,  were 
among  eight  ethicists  asked  to  file 
opinions  on  fetal  research  with  the 
commission. 


“non-therapeutic  research  directed 
toward  the  fetus  in  anticipation  of 
abortion"  only  when  the  guidelines  for 
research  on  the  fetus  in  utero  are  met. 

Dr.  Ramsey  said  that  he  fears  the 
public  may  miss  the  significance  of 
relating  Recommendation  5  to  No.  4.  The 
linking  he  said,  means  that  present  or 
future  intentions  of  a  woman  to  seek 
abortion  does  not  change  the  limits  on 
fetal  research. 

The  Princeton  theologian  does  not 
believe  that  “minimal  risk”  to  the 
subject  is  enough  to  say  about 
safeguarding  fetus  or  woman,  but  he 
does  not  think  the  commission’s 
proposals  place  the  abortion  issue  where 
it  should  be  —  “of  little  or  no  importance 
to  fetal  research.” 

Meetings  set 
to  assess  UJM, 
periodicals 


The  report  and  its  16  recommendations 
have  been  filed  with  the  Secretary  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  who  is 
expected  to  implement  them  after  due 
time  for  public  response. 

Congress  last  year  stopped  virtually  all 
live  fetal  research  until  the  commission 
could  explore  the  medical  and  ethical 
implications. 

Most  of  the  controversy  in  medical  and 
religious  circles  over  fetal  research 
involves  “non-therapeutic”  procedures; 
that  is,  as  defined  by  the  commission, 
“research  not  designed  to  improve  the 
health  condition  of  the  research  subject.” 

There  was  unanimous  support  in  the 
commission,  headed  by  Kenneth  J.  Ryan 
M.D.,  for  ending  the  ban  on  therapeutic 
research  directed  toward  both  the  fetus 
and  the  pregnant  woman,  provided 
medical  standards  are  met,  review  is 
carried  out  and  consent  is  given. 

Non-therapeutic  research  is  often 
linked  in  public  discussion  with  abortion, 
and  Dr.  Ramsey  was  appreciative  of  the 
way  the  commission  handled  this 
relationship,  although  he  opposes  one 
proviso. 

Recommendation  4  states  that  “non- 
therapeutic  research  directed  toward  the 
fetus  in  utero”  is  permissible  under 
stimulated  conditions  and  providing 
“minimal  or  no  risk  to  the  well-being  of 
the  fetus  will  be  imposed.” 

The  fifth  recommendation  would  allow' 


JOHN 

WESLEY 


TODAY! 


In  his  own  words, 
from  his  Journal  and  other  records, 
Wesley  comes  alive  again  on  tapes 
designed  for  spiritual  growth  and 
teaching  in  the  Wesley  tradition! 


#111  —  JOHN  WESLEY  IS  BORN 
AGAIN!  Hear  Wesley  tell  of  his  attempt 
to  fino  salvation  through  good  works.  Fail¬ 
ing.  faith  avails  and  miracles  begin.  A 
strong  testimony! 


#112  —  MIRACLES  NEVER  CEASED! 

Wesley  teaches  that  miracles,  tongues, 
and  gifts  of  the  Spirit  continued  in  the 
church  after  Apostolical  times.  Wesley  had 
no  doubts! 


#113  —  THE  NATURE  OF  CHRISTI¬ 
ANITY!  Wesley  teaches  on  the  nature  of 
true  Christians  and  Christianity. 

#114  —  MIRACLES  IN  EARLY 
METHODISM!  From  his  Journal,  Wesley 
tells  of  the  numerous  supernatural  works 
of  God  in  his  ministry. 

#  115  —  FAITH  THAT  JUSTIFIES  ALL! 
Wesley’s  famous  sermon  on  Faith.  A 
classic  and  a  standard  of  all  Methodist 
doctrine.  Evangelical! 


Now  only  $4.75  each,  all  five  for 
$19.00.  Texas  residents  add  5%  sales 
tax.  Postage  is  prepaid. 


CHRISTIAN  CLASSICS  ON  TAPES. 

Box  683.  Dalla*.  Texas.  75221.  Dept.  TM 


I  wish  to  purchase  the  cassette  tapes  numbered 


1  have  enclosed  $ 


Name: 


Street: 


City: 

State: 

Zip  Code: 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  A  series  of 
three  “round  tables”  to  gather  opinions 
from  church  executives  and  members,  as 
well  as  from  secular  communicators,  has 
been  scheduled  by  the  committee  con¬ 
ducting  a  study  of  United  Methodist 
general  periodicals. 

The  meetings  will  be  held  June  25-26  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  July  9-10  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  July  16-17  in  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.  Approximately  24  persons 
will  be  invited  to  each  session. 

Edwin  H.  Maynard,  editorial  director 
of  United  Methodist  Communications’ 
Division  of  Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation  and  director  of  the  study, 
said  that  opportunity  for  expression  of 
opinions  from  persons  not  invited  to  these 
meetings  will  be  provided  through  some 
form  of  questionnaire,  and  in  other  ways. 

The  study  of  periodicals  was 
authorized  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  in  March  and 
assigned  to  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  for  implementation. 
Approval  for  the  study  came  shortly 
before  it  was  announced  that  “United 
Methodists  Today,”  the  denomination’s 
general-circulation  monthly  magazine, 
and  its  insert  for  ministers  would  be 
suspended  with  the  June  issue  because  of 
rising  costs  and  declining  circulation. 

Dr.  Maynard  said  the  study  has  four 
objectives  —  developing  a  philosophy  of 
communication  for  the  entire  church; 
determining  what  functions  periodicals 
can  “reasonably  be  expected  to  per¬ 
form”  at  general  and  annual  conference 
levels;  evaluating  the  performance  of 
present  publications  in  meeting  needs  of 
the  church’s  constituency;  and 
developing  a  variety  of  options  for 
publication  of  periodicals  to  be  submitted 
to  the  1976  General  Conference  by 
GCOM. 


INFLAMED  EYES? 

Get  prompt  relief  with  LAVOPTIK,  the 
Medicinal  Eye  Wash.  Soothes  granulated  eye¬ 
lids.  itching,  irritation.  Aids  natural  healing. 
Relied  on  by  millions  for  dependable  eye 
comfort.  Insist  on  genuine  LAVOPTIK  Eye 
Wash  with  eye  cup  included,  at  your  druggist. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


NEEDING  PEWS? 


Send  for  Complete  Details 

OVERHOLTZER 
CHURCH  FURNITURE  INC. 


VACATION 


RENEW  YOUR  FAITH 
with  daily  devotions  from 
THE  UPPER  ROOM, 
the  world’s  most  widely  used 
daily  devotional  guide. 
FREE  copy  on  request. 

Address  Dept.  J-1 1 


The  Upper  Room 

1 908  Grand  Ave. 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37203 


9%  *  10% 


first  mortgag 
church  bona! 


Imereti  per  annum 


with  maturity  dates  ranging  from  1  to  10!4  years  and 
interest  payable  semiannually. 

Thi*  announcemant  Is  neither  an  o Har  to  sail  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offar  to  buy.  The  offer  is  mada  by  prospactus  only. 


c 54.“®  Culbertsori  and  Company 


1408  Continental  Life  Building 

Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102 


Within  Tfxas.  caD  1-800-792-2992 

Outside  of  Texas,  call  1-800-433-2423  (toll  free) 


Gentlemen:  Please  sand  information  on  available  first  mortgage  church  bonds. 
Name _ _ _ _ — - - 


Address _ 

City,  State  &  Zip_ 
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Must  ‘recast  crown’ 


Scholars  say  theology 
doesn  \  match  reality 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  dozen 
Christian  scholars  asked  to  weigh  the 
question  “Whatever  happened  to 
theology?”  have  turned  in  reports  w.iich 
say,  in  effect,  that  what  passes  or 
theology  today  is  out  of  kilter  with  human 
experience  and  historical  reality. 

None  is  ready  to  bury  the  “queen  of  the 
sciences”  but  each  of  the  12,  in  individual 
ways,  maintains  that  the  queen’s  crown 
must  be  recast. 

Essays  in  response  to  the  question 
were  printed  in  a  recent  issue  of 
“Christianity  &  Crisis,"  a  biweekly 
journal  of  Christian  opinion.  Most  of  the 
respondents  are  products  of  liberal 
Protestantism. 

A  need  to  realize  that  theology  is  not 
confined  to  academic  circles  is  one  of  the 
most  common  themes  in  the  symposium. 

The  Rev.  Wallace  M.  Alston,  Jr., 
pastor  of  Nassau  Presbyterian  Church, 
Princeton,  N.J.,  says  that  the  hope  of 
theology  lies  not  with  “religious 
professionals”  but  in  parish  ministry. 

Another  repeated  point  is  the  break¬ 
down  in  the  synthesis  between  Western 
culture  and  Christian  thought. 

Dr.  Jose  Miquez  Bonino,  a  seminary 
dean  in  Brazil  and  the  only  non-North 
American  in  the  symposium,  offers  a 
sociological  and  historical  comment  on 
what  is  happening  to  theology: 

“What  is  happening  is  that  the  great 
and  admirable  social  and  cultural 
achievement  that  we  call  Western 
bourgeois  culture  is  reaching  the  end  of 
its  run;  and  consequently,  the  imposing 
and  noble  theological  tradition  which  has 
accompanied,  at  times  inspired, 
sometimes  humanized,  and  always 


expressed  it,  is  also  running  out.” 

Dr.  Carol  Christ  of  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity  and  Union  Theological  Seminary 
addressed  her  response  directly  to  the 
magazine  and  the  tradition  it  represents. 
“Christianity  &  Crisis”  was  founded  by 
the  late  Dr.  Reinhold  Niebuhr  and  Dr. 
John  C.  Bennett. 

“Theology  has,  for  many  of  us,  lost  its 
roots  in  experience,”  said  Dr.  Christ. 
“This  may  be  the  answer  to  the  question 
posed  by  the  editors.” 

“Until  and  unless  theologians  give  up 
their  outside  observers’  stance  and  allow 
their  theologies  to  become  vulnerable  to 
experience,  theology  will  continue  to  be 
boring,”  she  concludes. 

The  Rev.  David  Tracy  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chicago  identifies  three 
theological  approaches  related  to  three 
public  communities  —  the  academy,  the 
churches  and  the  culture. 

He  fears  that  three  different  theologies 
now  exist,  but  hopes  that  there  can  be 
communication  and  collaboration  among 
academic,  ecclesiastical  and  popular 
forms. 

Dr.  Tom  F.  Driver  of  Union  Seminary 
states  that  too  much  professional 
theology  “suffocates  from  ab¬ 
stractedness”  and  popular  theology 
“shares  the  decay  of  language  in  the 
general  structure.” 

He  is  convinced  that  theology  should 
stop  to  consider  that  “the  Gospel  may  be 
already  in  the  people,  where  it  needs  not 
so  much  to  be  planted  as  to  be  watered.” 


Welcome  to  the  U.S.A. ,  Lien  and  Nga! 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  —  This  Vietnamese  mother  and  daughter  take  time  out 
for  a  snack  after  their  arrival  here  recently,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Albuquerque  District’s  committee  on  missions. 

Pham  Thi  Kim  Lien,  her  daughter  Nga  [pictured  here]  and  husband  Nguyen  Van 
Han  are  three  of  22  members  of  a  family  being  resettled  here  by  the  district,  in 
answer  to  a  call  by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  [UMCOR]  for  local 
church  sponsorship  of  Vietnamese  and  Cambodian  refugees.  Lien’s  other  relatives 
are  still  at  Camp  Pendleton,  Ca.,  awaiting  clearance  from  the  resettlement  center. 

STORY:  TM-UMR  "NEW  MEXICO  METHODIST"  PHOTO:  ALBUQUERQUE  TRIBUNE 

Womens’  writing  sought 
for  devotional  book 


- - - Book  review — — - — — 

WASP  says  all  are  ethnics 


By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Christian  women  of  all 
ages  and  denominations  are  being  asked 
to  put  their  life  experiences  down  on 
paper  for  a  unique  publishing  venture  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Hoping  to  produce  a  devotional  booklet 
by  December  as  a  climax  for  Inter¬ 
national  Women’s  Year,  two  general 
church  agencies  have  joined  forces  to 
compile  writings  from  women  across  the 
church. 

An  invitation  now  being  circulated  by 
the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  department 
of  devotional  literature  and  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  Exorcism  within 
the  Church  of  England,  a  matter  of 
nationwide  concern  and  controversy, 
was  defended  here  by  Archbishop  Donald 
Coggan  of  Canterbury.  But  he  made  the 
proviso  that  strict  conditions  must  be 
observed. 

Dr.  Coggan  said  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
church  to  continue  Christ’s  ministry  of 
liberating  people  from  evil.  “But  it  is 
very  important  that  this  should  be  done 
in  collaboration  with  the  forces  of 
medicine,  psychiatrists  included.” 

No  exorcism  ceremony  should  be 
carried  out  by  one  who  is  lacking  the 
authority  of  the  church,  the  Anglican 
primate  said.  “It  should  always  be  done 
in  the  context  of  prayer  and  not  before  a 
large  audience.  Under  these  conditions  it 
can  be  practiced  wisely  and  carefully.” 

To  a  large  extent  Dr.  Coggan 
reiterated  a  statement  he  made  in 
Belfast  during  a  visit  to  Ireland  earlier  in 
April.  He  then  defended  the  church’s 
right  to  practice  exorcism  in  certain 
cases  where  more  conventional  remedies 
had  not  proved  effective. 

At  a  press  conference,  he  said  that  all 
through  the  ages  the  task  of  the  Christian 
church  had  been  what  he  called  “the 
liberation  of  bondage  to  evil  into  the 
fullness  of  life.” 

“It  is  a  difficult  task  and  the  forces  of 
evil  are  very  great,”  he  added.  “I  do  not 
see  exorcism  set  off  against  and  in  op¬ 
position  to  medicine.  Far  from  it  ;  I  think 
there  are  many  more  cases  where  the 
more  rash  exorcists  have  by-passed  thp 
work  of  psychiatrists,  and  some  cases 
where  exorcism  has  been  applied  (where 
it)  should  not  have  occurred  at  all.  They 
should  have  been  referred  to  a 
psychiatrist.” 

“But  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  are 
many  cases  of  men  and  women  within  the 
grip  of  the  power  of  evil,’’  he  said.  “They 
need  the  aid  of  the  Christian  church 
working  in  collaboration  with  the  forces 
of  medicine.” 

Dr.  Coggan's  London  statement  was 
against  the  background  of  the  sen¬ 
sational  case  in  Yorkshire,  where 
Michael  Taylor  underwent  an  all-night 
exorcism  service  at  the  Anglican  Church 
of  St.  Thomas  at  Gawber.  Later  he 
brutally  killed  his  wife  because,  he  said, 
she  had  an  evil  spirit  in  her.  He  is  now 


solicits  poetry,  prose,  prayers,  essays, 
sermonettes,  litanies,  pictures  and 
graphic  art  for  inclusion  in  the  booklet. 

Deadline  for  materials,  which  must  not 
exceed  1,000  words  in  length,  is  July  15. 

Plans  call  for  wide  circulation  of  the 
booklet  throughout  the  church,  and  its 
distribution  at  the  General  Conference  of 
1976,  according  to  Ms.  Janice  Grana, 
director  of  the  devotional  literature 
department. 

Materials  may  be  submitted  to  her  at 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37203. 


detained  indefinitely  in  a  government 
hospital. 

Many  medical  and  other  witnesses 
were  called  during  the  three-day  inquiry, 
at  the  end  of  which  the  coroner,  Philip 
Gill,  returned  a  verdict  on  Mrs.  Taylor  of 
death  by  misadventure.  He  said,  “There 
is  no  criminal  element  in  this  at  all.”  It 
was  clear,  he  said,  that  Mr.  Taylor  was 
trying  to  relieve  his  wife  of  the  evil  he 
saw  in  her. 

Mr.  Gill  said  there  were  four  lessons  to 
be  learned.  Exorcism  was  recognized  as 
part  of  the  church’s  ministry,  but  it  could 
have  dangers  associated  with  it.  “Those 
who  dabble  in  it  without  experience  are 
playing  with  fire,”  he  said. 

Secondly,  those  involved  in  exorcism 
should  not  exclude  the  possibility  that 
there  is  a  medical  element  in  the 
problem.  They  must  be  prepared  to  seek 
medical  advice  and  to  establish 
cooperation  with  the  medical  profession. 

Thirdly,  exorcism  must  be  performed 
only  by  those  carefully  trained  and 
properly  schooled  for  the  work.  The 
fourth  lesson  was  the  danger  on  oc¬ 
casions  “when  emotion  may  be  high  in 
religious  gatherings;  where  people  newly 
introduced  to  religious  matters  find 
themselves  perhaps  overwhelmed  by  the 
intent  faith  and  conviction  of  those 
around  them.”  (Evidence  had  earlier 
been  given  that  Mr.  Taylor  had  attended 
meetings  of  a  Christian  Fellowship 
group). 

These  comments  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  Bishop  Eric  Treacy  of 
Wakefield,  who  had  already  appointed  a 
10-member  commission  to  study  exor¬ 
cism.  He  said,  “I  entirely  accept  the  four 
points  the  coroner  made  and  I  will  cer¬ 
tainly  take  the  necessary  action.  I  hope 
everything  he  said  will  be  seen  in  the 
wider  context  of  the  Church  of  England 
and  that  the  church  will  take  the 
message.” 

He  added  that  Mr.  Vincent,  the  vicar 
who  led  the  exorcism  rite,  “has  done 
nothing  which  will  be  worthy  of  any 
action  on  my  part. 

In  a  separate  statement  Bishop  Treacy 
warned  members  of  religious  groups 
which  lay  emphasis  on  the  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  including  the  ability  to 
“speak  in  tongues,”  of  the  possibility  of 
being  led  into  fields  beyond  their  com¬ 
prehension  —  such  as  exorcism.  But  he 
accepted  their  breaking  out  from  the 


rree,  mine,  anu  tnnsuan  py 
Donald  G.  Shockley,  142  pp.,  1975, 
Abingdon  paperback,  $3.50 

The  title  of  Donald  G.  Shockley’s  new 
book,  “Free,  White,  and  Christian” 
comes,  of  course,  from  the  generally 
discredited  syndrome  —  White,  Anglo- 
Saxon,  Protestant  —  usually  represented 
by  the  initials  “WASP.”  In  an 
autobiographical  mood,  refreshingly  but 
not  abjectly  frank,  the  author  tells  the 
story  of  a  theological  and  sociological 
pilgrimage  from  what  he  calls  the  typical 
American  heritage  to  conscientious 
living  in  a  pluralistic  society  where  “we 
are  all  ethnics.” 

This  sprightly  paperback  bristles  with 
arresting  ideas  and  shocking  sentences. 
Among  the  former  is  an  expose  of  the 
melting-pot  myth  —  “no  one  is  truly  let 
out  of  the  cauldron  until  he  is  blanched 
white  —  at  least  psychologically.” 

Another  is  a  distinction  (after  Albert 
Camus)  between  rebellion  and 
revolution.  “Rebellion  is  an  action  which 
is  taken  largely  without  a  comprehensive 


rigidity  of  institutional  Christianity  as  a 
judgment  on  the  “spiritual  barrenness” 
of  the  major  churches. 

Dr.  Treacy  said  his  words  were  aimed 
at  members  of  “charismatic” 
movements  generally,  and  not  intended 
as  a  direct  comment  on  the  Michael 
Taylor  exorcism. 

He  questioned  the  philosophy  of  a 
movement  “which  in  some  aspects  would 
appear  to  think  itself  to  be  vouchsafed  a 
larger  portion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  than  is 
given  to  those  outside  it.”  He  described 
many  prayer  and  Bible  study  groups  as  a 
blessing  and  source  of  strength.  But  he 
added  that  members  of  interdenomin¬ 
ational  groups  may  come  to  consider 
themselves  outside  the  disciplines  of 
conventional  churches  and  lay  them¬ 
selves  open,  by  claiming  “the  spirit,”  to 
forms  of  activity  they  do  not  fully 
understand. 


strategy,  an  unreasoned  protest,  while 
revolution  is  an  attempt  to  shape  actions 
to  ideas,  to  fit  the  world  into  a  theoretic 
frame.” 

Chaplain  Shockley  (and  teacher  of 
religion  at  the  University  of  Redlands) 
goes  on  to  discuss  the  relationship  of 
theology  and  revolution.  He  insists  that 
Christ  is  at  work  among  the  black  people, 
leading  them  to  affirm  their  blackness 
against  a  social  order  that  recognizes 
virtue  only  in  terms  of  distinctly  white 
values.  Like  most  other  white  apologists, 
he  fails  to  describe  this  theology. 

He  does  wrestle  with  the  problem  of 
original  sin,  for  blacks  as  well  as  whites 
(as  though  there  were  any  difference), 
and  he  sees  much  of  past  sinning  going  on 
into  the  present.  His  staccato  sentences 
stab  our  consciences: 

“The  crux  of  the  religious  crisis  today 
is  in  the  civil  religion:  the  young  sew 
flags,  not  crosses,  on  the  seats  of  their 
jeans.” 

“Many  are  rushing  into  the  spiritual 
vacuum  crying,  ‘Christ  is  the  answer.’ 
My  plea  to  white  Protestants  is  that,  for 
once,  we  squarely  confront  Christ  as  the 
question  which  is  before  us.” 

“Let  us  hope  that  the  sordid  story  of 
racial  segregation  in  America  is  forever 
a  thing  of  the  past.  But,  let  us  also 
recognize  that  integration,  for  all  its 
noble  achievements,  is  not  enough.” 

“No  white  man  can  truly  be  free  who 
has  not  come  to  terms  with  the  burden  of 
his  whiteness.” 

“Unprecedented  affluence  has  created 
‘the  new  poor,’  whose  depredation  is  not 
material,  but  social,  psychological  and 
spiritual.” 

“One  moves  to  faith  by  being  radically 
open  to  life  as  it  is.” 

It  is  easy  —  and  idle  —  to  pick  flaws  in 
a  book  that  attempts  to  paint  such  a  huge 
picture  on  such  a  small  canvas.  For¬ 
tunately,  or  perhaps  unfortunately, 
Author  Shockley  does  not  try  to  deflate 
the  sins  of  pride  that  prompt  the  ex¬ 
clamations:  “Black  is  beautiful!”  “I’d 
rather  be  Red!”  “Yellow  is  mellow!”  He 
treats  only:  “White  is  all  right!”  All 
these  credos  are  true,  and  also  colossally 
false.  To  deal  with  them  all  together 
requires  an  identification  that  is  difficult 
—  perhaps  impossible  —  to  make  in  this 
time  of  ethnic  sensitiveness. 


Class 

lied 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  InlUal  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
cootxact  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

SECURE  APPROACH  TO  RETIREMENT 
LIVING.  Retire  In  Methodist  Home  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  or  overlooking  Lake  Merritt, 
Oakland.  If  you're  In  good  health,  program 
Includes  comprehensive  medical,  delicious 
meals,  much  more.  Entry  fee  starts  at  $5000, 
with  monthly  charge  as  low  as  $342.  Write: 
Administrator,  Forest  Hill  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove,  Calif..  (408  )  375-5125.  or  Lake  Park. 

1850  Alice.  Oakland.  Calif.,  (415  )  835-5511. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restcrlng  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 

(214)  747-4540. 

FOR  SALE:  144  opera  chairs.  Upholstered 
seats,  wood  backs,  with  arms.  In  rows  of  9. 

$7.00 per  chair.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Box  *47,  Goldthwalte.  Texas  76844.  (915)  648- 
2629  .  648-3275  .  648-2224. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
'  Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com- 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt,  6487  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  696-2410.  ( 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elllng  Dr., 
Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  799-5049. 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  poslUve 
quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour. 

P,  O.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation,  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery,  408 

S.  College,  Waxahachle,  Texas,  Phone  (214)- 
937-3680. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
ndh-drlnkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  $2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's,  P.O.  Box  25351,  Houston.  Texas 
77005. 

GROUPS:  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  great 
Passion  Play!  Tickets,  lodging,  swimming  and 
meals,  only  $U  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm 
Resort.  Rt.  1.  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  72632. 
Phooe  (501)  253-8418. 

Exorcism : 


Archbishop  defends ,  yet 
restricts ,  the  practice 
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Bishop’s  Message 


Retirees  presented,  “entertain”  Annual  Conference 


A  recent  issue  of  Pulpit  Digest  told  about  a  bishop  who  let  his  preachers  know 
where  “It’s  at”;  A  newly  appointed  preacher  wrote  his  first  report  to  the 
District  Superintendent.  It  stunned  the  D.S.,  because  it  was  obvious  the  new 
man  was  a  blithering  illiterate  and  had  been  pawned  off  on  him  by  another  D.S. 
Here  is  what  the  newly  appointed  preacher  wrote: 

“Dear  Super, 

I  sen  you  the  report  you  ask  for.  I  ain’t  ben  on  this  here  new  pointment  but 
three  month  and  the  report  aint  so  gud.  I  aint  had  but  leven  to  jine  the  church  on 
that  there  perfesun  of  faith  but  I  got  six  baptist  and  two  piscopaleens.  We  dun 
paint  the  church  inside  an  out  and  bowt  them  purty  new  red  song  books  you  tole 
us  about.  We  tuk  all  them  portionments  you  give  us  and  we  aim  to  pay  em  too.  I 
am  working  on  a  better  report  next  time.  We  gonna  have  some  renuel  in  this 
church.” 

Before  the  illiterate  preacher  could  be  called  on  the  carpet  by  the  District 
Superintendent  for  his  sloppy  language,  this  note  came  from  the  brother: 

“We  don  paid  all  them  worl  survice  and  bennevolunces  and  aim  to  get  a 
passel  of  money  from  thim  missum  specials.  I  got  me  one  of  them  long  black 
things  to  preach  in.” 

Fearful  if  he  did  and  fearful  if  he  didn’t  call  the  brother  on  the  carpet,  the 
District  Superintendent  dumped  the  problem  in  the  lap  of  the  bishop.  In  the  next 
edition  of  the  conference  paper  the  brethren  were  amazed  to  see  the  two  letters 
printed  and  this  notation  from  the  bishop: 

“We  ben  spending  two  much  time  trying  to  spel  instead  of  trying  to  sel.  Let’s 
keep  an  eye  on  the  mission  of  the  church.  I  want  all  the  brethren  shud  reed  these 
letteres  from  Gooch,  who  is  doin  a  grate  job  for  the  church,  and  you  shud  go  out 
and  do  like  he  done.” 


Historic  plaque  and  gavel 
presented  to  Annual  Conference 


The  Louisiana  Memorial  UM  Church  of 
Opelousas  presented  a  plaque  and  gavel 
to  the  128th  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  made  from  timbers 
of  a  house  dating  to  the  “roots”  of 
Methodism  in  the  state. 

The  house,  torn  down  to  make  room  for 
an  office  building,  was  the  one  in  which 
Bishop  Joshua  Soule  stayed  while  he  was 
in  Opelousas  to  organize  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  on  January  6,  1847. 
The  plaque  and  gavel,  presented  by  M.  L. 
Joseph,  was  received  by  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Nolan  for  the  Conference  archives.  In  the 
presentation  it  was  noted  that  “This 
plaque  and  gavel ...  a  reminder  of  the 
beginning  of  a  great  era  in  Methodism  in 
Louisiana  and  ...  a  reminder  of  the 
dedication  of  Methodists  to  the  on-going 
of  Christ’s  Kingdom.” 


Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan  and  M.  L.  Joseph 
with  historic  plaque-gavel. 


Around  Our  Conference 


St.  James  UM  Church  of  New  Iberia 
observed  their  110th  Anniversary  on  May 
18.  The  Rev.  Edgar  D.  Smith  is  pastor. 
Special  music  helped  to  make  die  oc¬ 
casion  a  joyful  one,  with  both  the  adult 
and  youth  choirs  taking  part.  In  con¬ 
junction  with  the  observance,  the  “12- 
Tribes  Rally”  was  directed  by  Irving 
Barnes,  chairperson  and  Mrs.  Lottie  A. 
James,  co-chairperson.  The  rally,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Pastor,  was  a  “financial 
success,”  with  a  total  raised  of  $2,081. 


Farmerville  United  Methodist  Senior 
Citizens  luncheon,  held  recently,  was 
attended  by  almost  50  persons.  This 
event  was  sponsored  by  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  and  Christian  Social 
Concerns  Work  areas,  with  Mrs.  Iska 
Waller  and  Mrs.  Marietta  Harrell  serv¬ 
ing  as  co-chairpersons.  Terral  T. 
Lowe,  is  pastor.  The  photograph  shows 
some  of  the  group  enjoying  the  luncheon. 


Four  persons  from  Louisiana  were  in 
attendance  at  a  recent  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Convocation  on  Urban 
Ministry  of  the  UM  Church,  held  in 
Oklahoma  City.  They  were:  Maurice 
Monroe,  Director  of  Travis  Street 
Center,  Shreveport;  the  Rev.  James 
Graham,  Coordinator  of  Shreveport 
Metro-Ministry;  Ms.  Rosalind  Trudeaux, 
Community  Organizer  for  the  New 
Orleans  Metropolitan  Ministry;  and  the 
Rev.  William  London,  Executive 
Director  of  New  Orleans  Metropolitan 
Ministry. 


The  Rev,  Robert  R.  Miller,  pastor  of 
First  UM  Church,  Plaquemine,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  Baccalaureate  services 
of  the  Plaquemine  High  School,  St.  John 
Catholic  High  School,  Plaquemine 
Academy,  and  Sunshine  High  School, 
Which  held  combined  services  in  the  St. 
John  the  Evangelist  Catholic  Church  in 
Plaquemine.  This  was  the  first  bac¬ 
calaureate  service  in  that  city  to  combine 


groups  of  all  graduating  seniors.  Par¬ 
ticipants  in  addition  to  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Miller  included  persons  from  other 
faiths. 


Newman  UM  Church,  Alexandria,  the 
Rev.  N.  P.  Perry  pastor,  observed 
Pentecost  with  special  services  on  May 
18.  The  pastor;  Dr.  Orris  V.  Cooper, 
Master  of  Ceremonies;  and  the  Sanc¬ 
tuary  Choir  all  took  part.  A  pageant  was 
presented,  including  presentations  in 
various  languages  by  friends  from 
nearby  colleges,  and  many  of  the  small 
children  of  the  church  also  took  part.  The 
activity  was  sponsored  by  the  Work  Area 
on  Evangelism  of  Newman  church. 
***** 

Spiller  Milton,  Director  of  Dulac 
Community  Center,  and  David  Billings, 
Executive  Director  of  St.  Marks  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  New  Orleans,  recently 
participated  in  a  two  week  workshop  in 
administrative  skills  held  at  Scarritt 


College.  Nashville.  The  program, 
sponsored  by  the  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  was  designed 
specifically  for  persons  administering 
projects  under  that  Division’s  aegis. 

***** 

Broadmoor  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
is  celebrating  its  20th  Anniversary  this 
month  with  several  special  events.  The 
church,  organized  June  26,  1955  with  54 
charter  members,  “opened”  in  a 
“fireproof,  waterproof"  tent  erected 
where  the  sanctuary  now  stands.  Present 
membership  is  approximately  3,400  and 
the  church  complex  includes  six 
buildings.  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  will 
preach  at  all  three  of  the  morning  ser¬ 
vices  on  June  15,  initiating  the 
celebration.  The  Rev.  J.  Philip 
Woodland,  pastor  of  First  UM,  Slidell, 
and  first  pastor  of  the  Broadmoor 
church,  will  speak  at  the  evening  service 
on  the  same  date.  A  “nostalgia  evening” 
will  follow.  On  succeeding  Sundays  in 
June  other  former  pastors  will  preach, 
and  the  annual  four  day  revival  will 


In  especially  “good  form,’’  all  occupying  “center  stage.''  ministerial  retirees 
were  presented  at  annual  conference;  and  each  was  entertaining,  clever,  and  sin¬ 
cere  in  his  own  particular  style.  Retiring  at  the  1975  Annual  Conference  were:  M.  L. 
Davis.  Walker;  Luman  E.  Douglas.  Baton  Rouge;  R.  Roy  Grant.  Dubach;  Ted  T. 
Howes,  Berwick 'r  Albert  S.  Hurley,  Franklinton  ( retired  fall  of  1974);  Jack  H. 
Midyett,  Winnfield;  Henry  A.  Rickey,  New  Orleans;  Donald  M.  Risinger,  Leesville; 


Joe  H.  Robinson,  Marion;  William  F.  Pledger,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport; 
William  G.  Stegall,  West  Monroe;  and  Willie  H.  Willis.  Baton  Rouge.  In  the  ac¬ 
companying  layout,  if  you  start  at  the  bottom  left,  and  read  clockwise,  those  present 
were:  Donald  Risinger;  Jack  Midyett;  M.  L.  Davis;  Luman  Douglas:  Ted  Howes; 
Henry  Rickey;  Roy  Grant;  Joe  Robinson;  and  William  Stegall. 


Delegates  elected  to  General, 
Jurisdictional  Conferences 


Twelve  delegates,  equally  divided 
between  lay  and  clergy,  were  elected  to 
represent  the  Louisiana  Conference  at 
the  Quadrennial  General  Conference 
which  is  scheduled  to  meet  in  Portland, 
Ore.  next  spring.  Also  elected  were  14 
delegates,  seven  each  of  lay  and  clergy 
who  will  represent  our  Conference  at  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
during  the  1976  summer.  Five  alternate 
delegates  to  the  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  were  elected  in  each  category. 
The  balloting  took  place  during  Annual 
Conference,  and  the  results  were  an- 


Donna  Hendryx,  New  Iberia,  shown 
with  Bishop  Crutchfield,  is  the  first  youth 
delegate  ever  elected  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 


Ministerial  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference  are:  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.;  Woodrow  Hearn,  Baton 
Rouge;  Douglas  McGuire,  Baton  Rouge; 
Benedict  Galloway,  Shreveport;  Alfred 
L.  Norris,  New  Orleans,  and  D.  L.  Dykes, 
Jr.,  Shreveport. 

Lay  delegates  to  General  Conference 
elected  are:  Mrs.  Robert  Compton, 
Jennings;  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery, 
Baton  Rouge;  William  H.  Patrick,  Jr., 
Baton  Rouge;  L.  Keith  Mason,  Shreve¬ 
port;  William  Davis  Cotton,  Rayville;  J. 
Robert  Kemmerly,  Minden. 

Elected  Jurisdictional  delegates  to 
represent  the  clergy  are:  Clyde  C. 
Frazier,  Monroe;  Jack  Cooke, 
Shreveport;  Lea  Joyner,  Monroe;  Byrl  J. 
Moreland,  Lake  Charles;  Edward  R. 
Thomas,  Ruston;  W.  D.  Boddie,  Monroe; 
and  Ray  Branton,  Shreveport. 

Jurisdictional  Lay  delegates  are: 
Hubert  Blanchard,  Sulphur;  John  Tubb, 
Pineville;  G.  Leon  Netterville,  Baton 
Rouge;  Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan, 
Baton  Rouge;  Allen  L.  Brown,  New 
Orleans;  Ms.  Vernita  Booker,  New 
Orleans;  and  Ms.  Donna  Hendryx,  New 
Iberia.  Ms.  Hendryx  is  the  first  youth 
delegate  ever  elected  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Reserve  delegates  include:  Clergy  - 
George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Baton  Rouge;  J. 


Phillip  Woodland,  Slidell  ;  Clyde  S.  Clark, 
Alexandria;  Kenneth  G.  McDowell, 
Lafayette;  and  William  P.  Fraser, 
Hammond. 

Reserve  Lay  delegates  are:  Jack 
Paris,  Lafayette;  Jack  Dew,  West 
Monroe;  Walter- Harris,  New  Orleans; 
Dorothy  Mae  Taylor,  New  Orleans;  and 
Charles  Goodgame,  Pineville. 


Counting  the  votes  —  shown  here  are  a 
group  of  ministerial  tellers. 


Annual  Retreat - 
United  Methodist  Men 
June  28,  29, 1975 
Louisiana  College,  Pineville 
[See  next  week’s  LUM  for 
details] 


Thank  you 

Thank  you,  readers  and  members  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  for  your 
continuing  help  and  cooperation  in 
making  this  newspaper  possible.  Thank 
you  for  sending  us  news  and  pictures  of 
your  churches,  your  activities,  your 
interests.  Any  one  of  these  items  is 
worthy  of  an  entire  issue,  but  you  already 
know  that  our  space  does  not  permit  this. 

Thank  you  for  being  patient  when  you 
have  sent  a  picture  and  news  and  it  does 
not  appear  as  soon  as  you  (or  we)  would 
like.  Thank  you  for  understanding  when 
we  have  to  edit.  Thank  you  for  waiting  to 
have  your  pictures  returned  (when  we 
have  been  a  long  time  returning  them  for 
one  good  reason  or  another). 

Thank  you  for  subscribing  to  this, 
YOUR  newspaper.  It  is  the  best  way  to 
“keep  in  touch”  with  what  is  going  on  in 
the  conference;  and  we  keep  on  trying  to 
make  it  even  better.  Thank  you  for  being 
so  nice  when  your  subscription  got  “all 
confused"  or  you  missed  a  few  copies. 
(We  are  in  the  process  of  getting  the 
computer  to  improve  its  “IQ.”) 

Thank  you  for  the  nice  things  you  say 
about  the  newspaper.  (It  encourages  us 
to  keep  on  doing  our  best.)  And,  although 
it  may  be  hard  to  understand,  thank  you 
for  your  constructive  criticisms. 
Otherwise,  how  could  we  ever  become 
better? ! 

Thank  you  for  being  a  great  Con¬ 
ference. 


begin  on  June  22.  Senior  pastor  is 
Douglas  L.  McGuire. 

***** 

The  congregation  of  First  UM  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  turned  out  to  break  ground 
for  the  new  Activities  Building.  The  cost 
of  construction  and  the  property  on  which 
it  will  stand  will  be  $524,367.  Building 
Committee  members  are  H.  L.  Dickens, 
chairman;  James  W.  Dimmick;  Joe  T. 
Miller;  Troy  Parsons;  and  Miss  Bonnie 


Fayetteville,  Ark.  The  focus  of  the  school 
will  oe  the  work  of  the  National,  World 
and  Women’s  Divisions  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

***** 

A  major  summer  event  on  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU  campus  will  be 
the  Institute  on  Evangelism  scheduled 
for  June  30-July  5.  It  is  open  to  all  persons 
concerned  with  evangelism  and  church 
growth  including  team  ministers,  lay 


Mae  Smith.  Pastors  are  Dr.  George 
Pearce,  Jr.  and  the  Rev.  James  W.  Ailor. 
The  photograph  shows  a  part  of  the  group 
who  took  part  in  the  groundbreaking. 
**** 

Of  interest  to  some  members  of  the 
Conference  is  the  West  Gulf  Regional 
School  of  Christian  Mission  being  held 
June  16-20  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly, 


people  from  local  churches,  as  well  as 
district  and  conference  persons  with 
evangelism  responsibilities.  A  roster  of 
outstanding  leaders  will  be  on  hand  for 
this  significant  event.  For  additional 
information  contact  Mr.  Dick  Murray, 
Office  of  Continuing  Education,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  Texas 
75275. 


Youth  and  young  adults  note 
progress,  renewed  activity 


Young  people  of  Centenary  and  Indian 
Bayou  UM  churches  are  busy  and 
productive  in  a  variety  of  ways. 
Sometimes  they  also  enjoy  somewhat 
“unusual”  outings.  They  are  shown  in  the 
photograph  above  just  before  leaving  on 
a  trail  ride.  Their  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
George  McVay,  Rayne. 

***** 

Asbury  UM  Church,  Clinton,  held  its 
special  program  honoring  “Miss 
Asbury"  of  1975.  Miss  Mildred  Taylor, 
seated,  was  crowned  during  the 
ceremony.  Other  participants  include, 
from  left,  standing:  Glyn  Matthews, 
Belissa  Kennerson,  and  Doris  Terrell. 
This  is  an  annual  event  at  Asbury,  and 
this  year's  sponsor  v  as  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Matthews.  The  Rev.  James  A.  Smith  is 
pastor. 
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What  is  our  Wesleyan  heritage  worth? 


Here  I  Stand 

Youths  who  seek  i identity  ’ 
need  only  to  look  to  Christ 


JUNE  13,  1975 


It  now  appears  that  restoration 
work  on  Wesley’s  Chapel  —  the 
church  in  London  where  Method¬ 
ism’s  founder,  John  Wesley,  preach- 
ed  —  is  about  to  begin  despite  a 
ij:  faltering  financial  campaign  which 
§  presently  stands  $1 .2  million  short  of 
*:  its  goal. 

For  a  while  prior  to  the  announce- 
ment  that  the  project  would  be 
started  on  a  ‘‘pay  as  we  restore” 
•*  basis,  fears  were  brewing  in  the 
:**:  World  Methodist  Council  that  the 
:£  historic  building  might  sooh  become 
the  victim  of  demolition  crews. 

X:  It  is  good  that  those  fears  have 

been  put  to  rest  —  at  least 
*:  temporarily.  But  it  is  regrettable 
i|:  that  Methodists  around  the  world, 
v  and  particularly  in  the  United 
States,  have  not  seen  fit  to  give  the 
>:•  campaign  the  kind  of  support  it 
deserves.  It  would  be  sad  enough  if 
thedack  of  support  was  the  result  of 
&  oversight ;  the  fact  that  many  United 
Methodists  in  this  country  have 
consciously  chosen  not  to  support 
•X  the  project  is  beyond  reasonable 
&  comprehension. 

§:  At  both  the  official  and  unofficial 

levels  of  the  church,  there  are  those 
who  reject  the  project  to  restore  this 
international  shrine  for  a  variety  of 
•X  “reasons”  —  ranging  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  on  British  soil  to  the 
•X  pressing  needs  for  church  money 
|v  elsewhere.  Most  prominent  among 
:£  the  objectors  to  the  project  is  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of 
|  Global  Ministries  which  voted  in 
%  April  not  to  lend  support  because  of 
a  belief  that  money  could  be  better 
spent  on  other  projects  such  as 
$  world  hunger. 

While  we  understand  and  agree 
£  with  the  concern  that  the  “restora- 
$•  tion  of  people”  should  be  a  higher 
$  church  priority  than  the  “restora- 
£*  tion  of  buildings, ’ ’  it  is  nonsense  that 
the  issue  should  be  considered  in 
>■:  such  an  either/or  manner. 

£•  Can  we  honestly  assume  that 
•£  refusal  to  support  the  restoration  of 
£:  Wesley’s  Chapel  will  automatically 
£•  result  in  more  support  for  the  allevi- 
’£  ation  of  human  suffering  in  the 
X;  world?  Ample  historical  data  is 
•£  available  to  show  this  to  be  an  incor- 
£:  rect  expectation.  Some  people  will 
give  to  one  type  of  cause  who  will  not 
■£  give  to  another.  Many  affluent 
£  people  will  give  more  to  two  causes 
•j:  than  they  will  give  to  any  one. 

>:  If  we  have  learned  nothing  else 


John  Wesley’s  tomb  at 

from  the  experience  of  black  Ameri¬ 
cans,  it  should  be  that  the  ties  a  peo¬ 
ple  has  with  its  past  should  never  be 
severed.  The  positive  value  of 
having  a  long,  rich  heritage  cannot 
be  overestimated.  A  community  of 
people  without  a  sense  of  common 
identity  with  historical  roots  is  no 
community  at  all.  We  should  never 
worship  the  past,  but  neither  should 
we  ever  lose  touch  with  it. 

Wesley’s  Chapel  is  the  symbolic 
birthplace  of  Methodism  and  the 
Wesleyan  movement.  It  serves  as  a 
visible  reminder  of  that  for  which 
Methodism  has  stood,  and  for  which 
it  still  stands.  It  brought  the  past  into 


Wesley’s  Chapel,  London 

the  present  for  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  persons  who  passed  through 
its  doors  before  it  was  closed.  To 
allow  such  a  shrine  to  be  lost  to  our 
children  and  their  children  is 
unthinkable. 

It  is  time  that  United  Methodists 
begin  giving  this  project  the  support 
it  deserves.  $1.2  million  from  a 
church  with  10  million  members 
should  not  be  so  difficult  to  raise. 
And  a  renewed  appreciation  of  our 
Wesleyan  heritage  can  only  result  in 
even  more  determined  efforts  to 
alleviate  physical  and  spiritual 
suffering  among  the  world’s  people. 


By  CINDY  OTIS 

As  a  youth  of  our  church  I  was  born  and 
raised  a  Methodist.  I  have  never  been 
afraid  to  speak  up  for  what  I  thought,  and 
like  Paul,  I  can  claim  to  be  a  leader  of 
leaders.  Not  that  I  am  like  Paul  in  any 
way,  but  that  I  had  a  similar  zeal  before  I 
became  a  Christian. 

Baptized  in  the  church  and  confirmed, 
I  moved  on  to  being  Jr.  High  UMYF 
President,  Sr.  High  UMYF  President, 
Vice  President,  Worship  Leader;  you 
name  it,  I  was  it.  I  was  on  the  District 
Leadership  Team,  in  the  church  choir 
and  a  Sunday  Schoolteacher  —  and  yet, 
something  was  missing. 

Although  I  was  a  musician,  devoting 
six  hours  a  day  to  practicing  trumpet,  I 
wanted  to  become  a  minister,  so  that  I 
might  devote  myself  more  fully  to  the 
Christian  way.  In  all  earnestness,  I  at¬ 
tended  the  California-Nevada  Con¬ 
ference  in  June  1972,  seeking  a  fuller 
commitment.  But  I  found  no  answers  in 
form  and  social  issues. 

No  place  in  the  church 

Finally  at  the  close  of  my  high  school 
years,  I  came  to  a  crude  awakening. 
There  was  no  place  for  me  in  the  church. 
No  college  age  group.  No  leadership.  Oh 
sure,  I  could  have  taught  Sunday  School 
and  still  sung  in  church  choir,  but  I 
needed  kids  my  own  age  with  whom  I 
could  relate  my  beliefs.  I  was  grasping  in 
the  midst  of  what  (I  didn’t  know)  for  the 
meaning  I  felt  my  church  should  supply. 
Well,  they  did! 

One  summer  evening,  because  I  really 
didn’t  have  anything  better  to  do,  I  at¬ 
tended  a  Bible  study,  whose  regular 
attendants  I  knew  to  be  my  parents’  age. 
But  just  as  miraculous  as  a  lightning  bolt 
from  heaven,  there  was  a  sister  there, 
my  age,  who  said  something  I  will  never 
forget.  She  said,  “Anyone  who  sees  Jesus 
Christ  in  my  life,  can’t  deny  it.  It  can’t  be 
hid,  or  shoved  aside,  but  it  will  glow  like  a 
lamp  on  a  lamp  stand.” 

That  was  two  years  ago  and  it  has 
changed  my  life!  A  few  months  later,  I 
personally  received  Jesus  Christ  as  my 
Lord  and  Savior.  I  began  attending  a 
charismatic  Lutheran  church  nearby 
on  Thursday  nights  and  continually 
searched  the  Scriptures  concerning  how 
God  was  leading  me. 

I  found  many  things  different  from  how 
I  was  raised,  but  one  basic  unity!  Where 
ever  Jesus’  name  was  uplifted,  I  was  at 
home.  Not  lost,  not  roaming,  but  at  peace 
with  God,  others,  and  myself. 


College  trials  and  joys 

I  am  now  a  music  student,  presently 
attending  California  State  University  at 
Sacramento.  I  am  living  in  an  off-campus 
dorm,  which  happens  to  be  the  worst 
place  to  live.  But  Christ  has  really 
strengthened  me.  When  I  came  to 
Sacramento  one  year  ago,  I  was  led  to 
one  sister.  At  that  point  we  were  really 
the  only  Christians  there  to  be  heard  of. 

I  have  seen  kids  shooting  up  with  dope 
and  becoming  so  drunk,  so  sick  with  dope 
and  booze.  I  have  personally  witnessed  a 
roommate  growing  her  own  marijuana 
plant,  have  walked  in  on  some  person 
committing  fornication,  and  yet  I  have 
seen  Christ  work  in  this  actual  hell. 

I  have  seen  20  kids  come  to  Christ,  6 
baptized  in  the  Spirit,  and  about  another 
50  ready  to  make  some  kind  of  com¬ 
mitment.  I  have  witnessed  to  drunks, 
dopers,  teachers,  students,  philosophers, 
socializers,  church  goers.  You  name  it, 
I’ve  witnessed  to  ’em  (yes,  even 
homosexuals).  The  secret  is  simply  this 
—  I  can  only  be  who  I  am  in  relationship 
with  Who  made  me. 

People  are  seeking  identity.  The  big 
question  “Who  am  I?”  is  one  of  today’s 
biggest.  I  have  seen  the  ups,  the  downs, 
the  highs,  the  lows  —  but  this  one  thing  I 
know:  I  am  a  child  of  God.  God  is  my 
creator.  He  has  a  plan  for  me  to  live  that 
He  made  me  for,  and  He  empowers  me. 

“For  by  grace  are  ye  saved  through 
faith;  and  not  of  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift 
of  God,  not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should 
boast.  For  we  are  his  workmanship, 
created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works, 
which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we 
should  walk  in  them.”  (Eph.  2:7-10) 

Upon  coming  home  for  the  summer 


Cindy  Otis 
and  reading  your  paper,  I  am  en¬ 
couraged!  I  do  not  want  to  judge  or 
criticize.  I  only  want  to  uplift  the  Lord 
Jesus!  Everything  we  then  can  do  to 
share  the  marvelously  wonderful  news  of 
what  God  has  given  to  us  in  Jesus,  should 
be  our  goal. 

Relationship  with  God 

I  really  don’t  care  about  social  issues 
(not  that  they  aren’t  important)  or 
religious  forms,  or  even  all  kinds  of 
doctrine.  What  we  need  to  do  is  uplift  a 
personal  relationship  with  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ!  When  I  read  your  editorial  in 
uplifting  Jesus’  name  (TM/  UMR,  May 
30)  I  cannot  explain  the  joy  your  paper 
brings  —  or  “What  makes  a  song 
Christian?”  or  “Full  gospel  needed.” 

One  reader  even  shared  the  fact  that 
she  clips  the  news  articles  for  her  chapel 
bulletin  board!  And  that  is  joy!  Jesus  is 
the  good  news!  Let  us  then  “lift  up  holy 
hands,  without  wrath  and  doubting”  (1 
Tim.  2:8)  and  worship  the  true  and  living 
God!  For  “at  the  name  of  Jesus  every 
knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and 
things  in  the  earth,  and  things  under  the 
earth,  And  that  every  tongue  should 
confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father.”  (Phil.  2:10,11) 

Thank  you  for  continuing  our  Lord’s 
work! 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Miss  Cindy 
Otis,  is  a  student  at  California  State  Uni¬ 
versity  and  a  member  of  the  First  UMC 
in  Salinas,  California,  California-Nevada 
Conference. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


It’s  time  that  we  stop  kidding  ourselves  about  the  arms  race 


To  the  Editor: 

Wherein  lies  the  power  of  a  free 
people?  What  are  their  options?  Does  it 
any  longer  make  sense  to  invent  new, 
more  sophisticated  weapons  of  war  and 
stockpile  them  when  the  nations  who 
possess  them  now  don’t  dare  use  them  — 
and  stockpiling  only  increases  the 
potential  for  overkill?  Could  it  be  that 
real  power  resides  not  in  a  nation’s 
military,  but  in  its  sharing  of  the  earth’s 
resources  in  a  way  that  is  fair  to  all  of  her 
inhabitants,  as  opposed  to  just  those 
nations  who  assume  world  leadership 
and/  or  political  barronage?  In  other 
words,  when  do  we  begin  to  reckon  with 
:  the  fact  that  colonialism  is  a  thing  of  the 
past? 

If  real  power  is  the  ardor  with  which  a 
!  free  people  pursues  justice  for  humanity, 
;  then  many  of  our  nation’s  current  foreign 
policy  goals  are  not  only  irrelevant,  they 
■are  outright  paranoid.  On  the  other  hand, 

:  if  arms  races  do  balance  the  only  real 
:  power  that  nations  recognize,  and 
thereby  provide  the  climate  in  which  the 
l  claims  of  freedom  and  justice  get  a 
.  hearing,  then  the  Administration  is  right 
—  and  the  way  to  save  the  planet  is  to 
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approve  its  $107  billion  military  budget 
request.  And  having  done  so,  level  with 
our  people  about  the  plans  to  further 
escalate  military  spending  during  the 
next  five  years,  and  accept  the  fact  that 
when  we  take  council  with  our  fears,  the 
sky  is  the  limit!  The  state  of  Israel  is 
already  spending  35%  of  its  GNP  on 
military  preparedness  (to  use  an  old 
euphemism)  and  the  end  is  not  yet.  The 
construction  of  the  B-l  Bombers,  which 
Congress  will  be  asked  to  authorize  has 
an  annual  price  tag  of  over  $3  billion  by 
1980.  And  in  that  same  period,  the  Pen¬ 
tagon  budget  calls  for  the  procurement  of 
seven  Trident  submarines  at  a  cost  of 
over  $1  billion  each;  the  equipping  and 
operating  of  three  Army  divisions,  three 
new  Air  Force  wings,  and  additional 
Navy  units,  at  a  cost  exceeding  $4  billion 
a  year  (estimates  from  the  Senate 
Budget  Committee).  Is  this  a  display  of 
power  or  an  indication  of  paranoia? 

As  John  Q.  Public  says,  “You  pays 
your  money  and  you  takes  your  choice?” 
So  be  real  sure  that  you  exercise  your 
choice  while  you  can.  Meanwhile  be  sure 
you  have  the  truth  about  the  much 
publicized  SALT  talks.  They  have  been 
billed  as  a  disarmament  conference  at 
best,  and  as  an  arms  limitation  con¬ 
ference  at  the  very  least.  Accurately, 
they  are  neither.  There  has  not  been  a 
move  on  the  part  of  either  of  the 
covenanting  parties  to  cut  down  on,  or 
eliminate,  so-called  strategic  weapons. 
The  U.S.  and  the  Soviet  Union  have 
agreed  “in  prinicple”  on  a  possible 
ceiling  on  such  weapons.  The  talks  began 
in  1969,  but  in  the  meantime,  the  arms 
race  has  continued,  the  ansenals  have 
increased,  and  the  missiles  refined. 

No  actual  statement  spelling  out  the 
substantive  implications  of  the  principle 
has  been  signed  to  date,  nor  is  likely  to  be 
signed  this  year.  The  conference  as  it 
concerns  the  “under  secretaries"  is 
stalemated.  Kissinger  and  Gromyko  are 
to  meet  soon  to  review  what  has  been 
done.  It  is  time  for  the  people  who  do  the 
dying  and  who  pay  the  bills  to  ask  who’s 
kidding  whom,  and  insist  upon  positive 
action  —  tangible  disarmament  —  while 
scorning  the  stream  of  carefully-worded 
communiques  which  imply  progress  but 
sustain  the  status  quo. 

Paul  R.  Smith 

Oil  City,  Pennsylvania 

Does  anyone  have  ‘Know 
Your  Bible ’  booklets? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Bible  Study  Group  of  our  local 
church  is  preparing  a  course  based  on  the 
“Know  Your  Bible  Series”  by  Roy  L. 
Smith.  These  booklets  are  no  longer 
available  from  the  publisher.  Do  any  of 
the  readers  of  TM/  UMR  have  copies 
they  would  be  willing  to  sell  or  give  to  our 
group? 

The  copies  needed  are:  No.  3  — 
“Writing  Scripture  Under  Dictators”; 


No.  8  —  “Paul  Launches  the  New 
Testament”;  No.  9  —  “Paul  Writes 
Scripture  in  Prison”;  No.  10  —  “Three 
Letters  and  Five  Tracts”;  and  No.  12  — 
“Three  Gospels  and  a  History”.  One  copy 
of  each  is  sufficient. 

Richard  W.  Wharton 
Joaquin,  Texas 

Congratulations ,  and 
some  food  for  thought 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  the  new  building  for 
The  Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter  (TM/  UMR,  May  16).  I  hope 
that  soon  you  will  have  to  build  an  ad¬ 
dition. 

God  bless  you. 

A  building  does  not  make  a  paper  —  but 
it  helps.  What  makes  a  paper  is  the  team 
work  of  every  person. 

God  love  you. 

Pray  for  this  sinner. 

The  church  is  doing  a  good  job 
of  World  Hunger  —  food. 

I  am  not  sure  about 
World  Hunger  —  love. 

All  of  us  need 
Attention 
Admiration 
Affection. 

What  is  Pentecost? 

The  Word  became  Flesh  —  Jesus 
The  Flesh  became  Word  —  Man 
Perhaps  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  can  start  a  United  Methodist 
Revival.  I  am  praying  that  this  will 
haPPen  Harry  Denman 

Birmingham,  Alabama 
Cartoon  applauded 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  May  23rd  issue  of  TM/  UMR 
appeared  a  very  clever  cartoon  on  the 
use  of  drugs.  I  live  in  the  Judson  Park 
Residential  Home  where  some  of  the 
women  use  different  kinds  of  drugs  for 
their  physical  infirmities. 

I  showed  this  cartoon  to  several  per¬ 
sons  in  the  Home,  and  they  admitted  they 
were  habitual  partakers. 

They  may  get  some  relief  from  these 
drugs,  but  a  greater  portion  of  them 
become  imaginary  and  have  little 

medical  value.  ...  ..  ^ 

W.  Arthur  Gray 
Seattle,  Washington 

Against  ‘ gun  control 9 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  appalled  to  read  the  article  in  the 
May  30  issue  of  TM/  UMR  which  in¬ 
dicated  the  United  Method&sts’  official 
position  regarding  the  cohtrtiVersy  of  so- 
called  gun  control,  and  wbidh  endorses 
"the  elimination  of  private  ownership 
and  use  of  hand  guns  except  in  extremely 
limited  instances.”  The  stated  position 
also  calls  for  “the  licensing  of  all  gun 
owners  and  the  registration  of  all 
firearms”  on  the  ground  that  “it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  protect  life  and  maintain 
public  order  when  individuals  have 
unregulated  access  to  firearms.” 


The  article  also  blatantly  reported  the 
involvement  of  UMC  “chairperson”,  the 
Rev.  J.  Elliott  Corbett,  who  proudly 
announced  the  coalition  whose  avowed 
intent  is  to  ban  handguns  through 
legislation.  This  coalition,  supported  by  a 
conglomerate  of  religious,  educational, 
public  interest  and  other  organizations  is 
headquartered  at  the  UMC’s  Washington 
D.  C.  office.  Methodist  funds  have  been 
appropriated  for  “seed”  money, 
money. 

The  above  cited,  time-worn  platitudes 
—  purported  to  represent  the  official 
position  —  are  obviously  not  original,  but 
bespeak  of  obvious  plagiarism  of  the 
positions  taken  by  well-known 
politicians. 

Such  an  autocratic  action  originating 
from  a  part  of  the  UMC  hierarchy,  and 
not  from  majority  opinion,  is  impossible 
to  justify. 

It  is  time  to  assess  our  church  policies 
to  ascertain  if  our  Washington  office  is 
meant  to  function  as  a  church  office  or  is, 
perhaps,  just  another  lobby  for  hire. 

H.  A.  Nelson 
Omaha,  Nebraska 
Deep  appreciation 
To  the  Editor: 

This  is  simply  to  express  my  opinion 
that  TM/  UMR  improves  consistently 
and  to  state  my  very  deep  appreciation 
for  the  exposure  you  regularly  and  ef¬ 
fectively  give  to  the  world-wide 
responsibility  of  the  church. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Pace 
Thornton,  Texas 

A  different  type ‘tongues’ 
phenomenon:  Esperanto 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  the  article 
by  Thomas  T.  Salter,  “Speaking  in 
tongues,”  in  the  May  23  issue  of 
TM/  UMR. 

First  of  all,  I  am  not  a  theological 
expert,  but  merely  an  ordinary  Christian 
who  sits  in  the  pew  every  Sunday. 
However,  I  believe  that  I  have  had 
considerable  experience  in  this  matter  of 
speaking  in  tongues,  or  more  often 
writing  in  tongues.  No,  I  am  not  talking 
about  any  outpouring  of  gibberish  from 
being  in  a  seizure  of  religious  fervor. 
Rather,  I  am  speaking  about  a  very  real 
communicating  with  people  of  other 
languages  which  I  myself  cannot  un¬ 
derstand,  such  as  was  done  by  the 
apostles  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 

While  I  can  use  the  spoken  language, 
most  of  my  communication  with  those 
using  languages  other  than  English  has 
been  by  letters  written  on  the  same 
typewriter  that  I  am  now  using  for  this 
communication.  Every  week  I  receive 
and  write  letters  to  many  different 
correspondents  all  over  the  world,  and 
with  many  of  them,  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  to  communicate  in  English. 

What  is  the  secret  of  this  power  to 
exchange  thoughts  and  feelings  with 


people  of  other  languages  and  cultures? 
It  is  the  use  of  the  simple  international 
language,  Esperanto.  In  1887  a  young 
Jew,  L.  L.  Zamenhof,  gave  us  this  means 
of  communication.  Since  then  it  has  seen 
a  gradual  growth  all  over  the  world. 
Today  there  are  thousands  of 
Esperantists  in  all  of  the  principal 
nations.  Also,  Christian  Esperantists 
have  joined  together,  not  to  form  a 
separate  denomination,  but  rather  as  a 
force  working  through  their  own  chur¬ 
ches  to  spread  the  Gospel  through  the 


international  language. 

Why  not  recognize  that  there  is  a  very 
real  gift  of  “tongues”  and  work  together 
to  spread  the  word  of  God  through  this 
language?  We  Methodists  enjoy  singing 
the  hymn  by  Charles  Wesley,  “Oh  For  a 
Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing”.  Why  not 
learn  the  language  of  these  thousand 
tongues  and  use  it  “to  spread  throughout 
the  earth  abroad  the  honors  of  Thy 
name”? 

Charles  F.  Post 
Pacific  Grove,  California 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Ideas  we  Christians 
could  offer  to  Jesus  |g^ 


Bud  Herron 


I  started  a  new  folder  in  my  desk’s  file 
drawer  this  week.  I  labeled  it:  “If  Christ 
could  only  know  what  we  know,  file- 
folder  number  one.”  I  call  it  folder 
number  one  because  I  expect  to  com¬ 
pletely  fill  it  up  in  a  few  weeks,  and  may 
want  to  go  to  a  second  folder. 

Its  content  will  be  a  collection  of  ideas 
for  Christ  to  use  during  His  second 
coming.  His  first  arrival  was  shabby  (to 
say  the  least)  by  American  standards, 
and  the  folders  will  contain  tips  on  things 
we  Americans  have  discovered  about 
being  Christian  that  will  make  life  a  little 
more  comfortable  next  time  around. 

The  first  tip  is:  “You  don’t  have  to  be 
poor  to  be  Christian.”  Wealth  is  only 
relative  anyway.  As  long  as  you  give 
honestly  and  from  the  heart,  you  are 
doing  your  share.  There  is  nothing  wrong 
with  having  several  cars  or  a  $40,000 
home.  God  does  not  expect  us  to  do 
without  our  comforts.  It’s  important  only 
that  we  give  generously  of  what  we  can 
afford  to  give. 

(This  is  a  good  one  to  remember, 
Jesus.  It  will  help  you  avoid  smelly 
stables  and  donkeys.  And  it  will  be  a 
comfort  to  know  that  in  case  a  miracle 
doesn’t  happen  there  will  be  enough 
money  available  in  reserve  to  feed  the 
multitudes  anyway.) 

The  second  tip  is:  “Turning  the  other 
cheek  is  good  symbolism  to  illustrate 
Christian  philosophy,  but  it  should  not  be 
followed  literally.”  Tbe  world  is  a  jungle 
and  if  you  allow  other  people  to  push  you 
around  you’ll  never  get  anywhere.  As 
long  as  you  are  standing  up  for  what  is 
right,  you  have  done  your  part. 
Sometimes  you  have  to  pick  the  lesser  of 
evils.  Take  war,  for  instance.  If 
Christians  hadn’t  been  willing  to  go  to 
war  to  defend  God,  where  would  we  be 
today? 

(I  am  embarrassed  to  even  bring  this 
one  up,  Jesus.  I  can’t  imagine  anyone 
dumb  enough  to  think  that  a  Christian 
would  literally  let  someone  hit  him  and 


then  just  stand  there  and  let  the  person 
strike  him  again.  Don’t  forget  this  when 
you’re  in  New  York  City.  If  you  let  them 
get  the  feeling  you’re  a  push-over,  the 
panhandlers  will  drive  you  insane  and 
the  muggers  will  nearly  crucify  you.) 

The  third  tip  is:  “Be  pluralistic  —  you 
never  know  who’s  right.”  Christianity  is 
big  enough  for  everyone.  Our  cultural 
differences  make  it  impossible  for  us  to 
find  any  “absolute  truth”  these  days.  The 
important  thing  is  to  accept  each  other’s 
ido?s  about  what  it  means  to  be 
Christian.  The  authenticity  of  a  person’s 
faith  shouldn’t  be  questioned  just 
because  he  doesn’t  believe  in  a  few  ob¬ 
scure  and  contradictory  Bible  passages. 

(I  hope  you  can  understand  this  one, 
Jesus.  Things  were  much  more  clearly 
defined  as  right  and  wrong  back  in 
Jerusalem  2,000  years  ago.  Today  there 
are  just  no  yardsticks  like  there  were 
back  then.  Every  situation  is  new  and 
you’ll  save  yourself  a  lot  of  mistakes  if 
you’ll  try  not  to  be  so  sure  about 
everything.  Start  by  affirming  all  points 
of  view  and  then  work  your  way  back¬ 
wards.) 

It’s  a  weak  and  fragmented  start,  but 
those  are  the  first  three  tips  I  came  up 
with  as  I  started  to  put  the  folder 
together.  I  know  there  are  hundreds  of 
others  equally  as  helpful.  It  only  stands 
to  reason  that  2,000  years  of  Christian  ex¬ 
perience  in  dealing  with  religion  but  also 
understanding  the  “real”  world  could  be 
a  big  help  to  an  “idealist”  like  Christ. 

TM/  UMR  readers  are  invited  to  help 
out  by  sending  other  suggestions.  I  have 
a  whole  file  drawer  that  I’m  sure  any  one 
of  us  could  fill  from  our  own  lives  alone. 

-BUD  HERRON 
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Varied  issues  confront  conferences 


United  Methodism’s  Bicentennial  logo 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  —  The  official  logo  for  all  events  involving  United  Methodists 
in  the  Bicentennial  year  features  the  years  ‘‘76”  and  ”84”,  1976  for  the  U.  S. 
celebration  of  its  200th  anniversary  and  1784  for  the  year  that  the  Methodist  Church 
was  organized  in  America.  The  official  emblem  of  the  church  —  the  cross  with  a 
flame  —  is  also  shown.  The  logo  may  be  used  by  any  United  Methodist  Church  for  a 
Bicentennial  activity,  according  to  Mr.  John  Ness,  chairperson  of  the 
denomination’s  American  Bicentennial  Committee. 

Church  makes  plans  to 
mark  Bicentennial 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  -  What  United 
Methodists  do  not  know  about  Phillip 
Otterbein,  the  Christmas  Conference, 
Francis  Asbury,  St.  George’s,  and  John 
Wesley,  they  may  learn  during  the 
coming  year. 

For  annual  conferences,  local  chur¬ 
ches,  boards  and  agencies  are  planning  a 
variety  of  heritage  events  during  the  U.S. 
Bicentennial  year,  says  Mr.  Ness,  chair¬ 
person  of  UMC’s  American  Bicentennial 
Committee,  headquartered  here. 

One  of  the  first  official  acts  of  the 
Committee  was  to  distribute  to  clergy 
and  laity  at  annual  conferences  a  new 
catalogue  entitled  ‘‘Bicentennial  Re¬ 
sources  for  Local  Churches.”  The 
listing  describes  detailed  resources 
available  from  nine  agencies  of  the 
church:  The  Upper  Room;  boards  of 
Church  and  Society,  Global  Ministries, 
and  Discipleship;  Cokesbury,  United 
Methodist  Communications;  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History; 
American  Bible  Society,  and  seminaries 
and  schools  of  higher  education. 

Another  highlight  planned  is  a  national 
television  series  of  four  to  five  hour-long 
programs  which  will  take  a  look  forward 
to  the  next  100  years  and  the  kinds  of 
moral  and  religious  decisions  persons 
will  be  making.  Dr.  Nelson  Price,  official 
with  the  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munications  said  the  series  will  be  a  joint 
venture  with  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

At  the  opening  session  of  the  General 
Conference  in  April,  1976,  Mr.  Ness  said 


the  committee  plans  to  introduce  a 
resolution  urging  United  Methodists  to 
make  the  Bicentennial  year  one  of 
“fasting,  penance  and  celebration.”  The 
reading  of  the  resolution  will  follow  the 
Episcopal  Address  to  be  given  by  Bishop 
James  Thomas,  Des  Moines. 

“We  are  cooperating  with  Bishop 
Thomas,”  Mr.  Ness  reported.  “We  also 
plan  to  send  the  resolution  beforehand  to 
various  ethnic  minority  groups, 
especially  the  Native  Americans,  to  see 
that  we  incorporate  their  concerns  about 
our  religious  heritage,”  he  added. 

The  committee  is  a  coordinating  group, 
not  a  program  agency,  Mr.  Ness  said. 
The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
specified  that  the  committee  coordinate 
the  numerous  church  activities  of  the 
year. 

“We  have  reports,”  Mr.  Ness  said, 
“that  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Con¬ 
ference  set  a  $45,000  budget  built  around 
St.  George’s  church,  one  of  the  earliest 
Methodist  churches.  They  anticipate  one- 
half  million  visitors  to  the  historical 
shrine  in  Philadelphia.” 

The  South  Georgia  Conference  is 
planning  a  special  Christmas  Conference 
in  December,  1976,  he  said.  The 
Christmas  Conference  of  1784  was  the 
organizing  conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  America. 

The  official  logo  for  the  committee  is 
pictured  elsewhere  on  this  page.  It  may 
be  used  by  any  annual  conference  or 
local  church  to  publicize  a  Bicentennial 
event,  Mr.  Ness  said. 


Repair  of  Wesley’s  Chapel 
set  to  begin  immediately 


Editor's  Note:  A  wide  variety  of  issues 
from  world  hunger  to  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals  held  the  spotlight  last  week 
as  United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
began  as  early  as  three  weeks  ago  and 
other  conferences  will  meet  next  week. 

Besides  electing  delegates  for  the  1976 
General  Conference  of  the  church,  issues 
to  come  up  before  conferences  included 
abortion,  television  violence,  and  Viet 
Nam  refugee  resettlement.  Following 
are  stories  in  some  of  the  specific 
actions: 

First  clergywoman 
elected  to  Gen.  Conf. 

EVANSTON,  III.  (RNS)  —  The  Rev. 
Rebecca  Kay  Barger  has  become  the 
first  ordained  woman  ever  elected  a  full 
delegate  to  a  United' Methodist  General 
Conference. 

She  is  pastor  of  the  Roland  Avenue- 
Evergreen  Church  in  Baltimore.  Ms. 
Barger  will  be  in  the  clergy  delegation 
from  the  Baltimore  Annual  (regional) 
Conference  at  the  1976  quadrennial 
General  Conference  in  Portland,  Ore. 

Election  of  984  clerical  and  lay 
delegates  to  the  Portland  meeting  is  a 
major  agenda  item  at  each  1975  annual 
conference.  The  election  and  other 
regional  decisions  are  monitored  here  by 
United  Methodist  Communications  and 
Newscope,  a  weekly  denominational 
newsletter. 

As  of  June  3,  20  more  women  had  been 
named  General  Conference  delegates 
than  were  elected  in  a  comparable  period 
four  years  ago.  Six  conferences  named 
women  to  head  their  delegations,  in 
contrast  to  only  three  at  the  1972  con¬ 
ference,  where  128  women  were 
delegates  and  147  were  alternates. 

Both  Missouri  East  and  Missouri  West 
Conferences  named  women  to  head  their 
delegations.  To  date,  other  conferences 
selecting  women  for  that  role  include 
Baltimore,  New  Hampshire,  North  Texas 
and  South  Dakota. 

While  Ms.  Barger  is  the  first  ordained 
woman  elected  a  delegate,  women 
ministers  have  served  as  alternates  in 
the  past. 

Another  possible  first  in  a  General 
Conference  election  came  in  the 
Peninsula  (Delaware  and  part  of 
Maryland)  Conference  where  a  couple, 
the  Rev.  Jervis  and  Mary  Frances 
Cooke,  were  named  delegates. 

In  keeping  with  the  stress  on  youth 
representation,  the  Oklahoma  Con¬ 
ference  named  a  16-year-old;  two  17- 
year-olds  were  elected  in  Florida. 

General  Conference  delegates  are 
picked  by  order  (lay  and  clergy)  in  a 
pure  democratic  form;  that  is,  members 
of  the  annual  conferences  write  down  the 
names  of  their  choices.  There  are  no 
nominations.  The  process  of  balloting 
continues  until  the  slate  is  filled.  Trends 
of  support  for  various  individuals  usually 
emerge  quickly. 

Concern  for  world  hunger  emerged  as 
a  top  issue  among  the  earliest  annual 
conferences  and,  as  previously  reported, 
little  sentiment  for  a  change  in  the 
Church’s  stand  on  homosexuality  has 
surfaced. 

Hunger  was  highlighted  in  many  ways : 
calls  for  fast  days,  appeals  to  the  U.  S. 
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government;  jalternate  diet  meals, 
reports  on  fund  raising  drives  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  special  meetings  and 
events.  • 

A  wide  range  of  regional,  national  and 
international  issues  were  considered  at 
the  late  May  and  early  June  conferences. 

Alabama-West  Florida  took  a  stand 
against  abortion  except  for  medical 
reasons;  Mississippi  objected  to  violence 
and  sex  on  national  television;  Baltimore 
asked  a  ban  on  handguns;  Louisiana 
opposed  legalization  of  gambling  in  that 
state;  Peninsula  condemned  capital 
punishment. 

Oklahoma  said  it  wants  some  way  in 
which  it  can  withhold  funds  from  national 
United  Methodist  Boards  and  agencies 
which  support  programs  that  the  con¬ 
ference  believes  to  be  contrary  to 
denominational  policy. 

Florida  Conference 
focuses  on  hunger 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  (Fla.  UMC)  —  A 
special  “feed  the  hungry”  offering  netted 
a  quarter-million  dollars  at  the  May  26-30 
session  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Florida  Annual  Conference. 

The  $250,000  offering  was  presented  by 
delegates  from  700  churches  whose 
members  responded  to  a  57-day  “fast  and 
pray”  observance  which  began  Easter  in 
recognition  of  world  hunger  problems. 

Resident  Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid  said 
the  money  will  be  used  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR)  to  help  feed  the  estimated  450 
million  persons  who  are  threatened  with 
starvation,  and  kindred  projects. 

In  a  separate  offering,  Conference 
delegates  contributed  $2,834  for  needy 
families  of  Methodist  ministers  in  the 
Lucknow,  India,  area  whose  average 
income  is  $26  a  month. 

The  offering  was  in  response  to  an 
appeal  by  Bishop  McDavid  who  visited 
the  Lucknow  area  earlier  this  year  on  an 
assignment  for  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Moratorium  is  set 
on  new  ministers 

BOSTON  (RNS)  —  In  an  un- 
precedented  action  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  denomination’s 
Southern  New  England  Conference  has 
adopted  .a  one-year  moratorium  on  ac¬ 
cepting  new  candidates  for  the  parish 
ministry. 

Although  there  are  some  15  candidates 
who  have  applied  for  positions  this  year, 
none  of  the  315  congregations  in  the 
conference  have  vacancies.  The  con¬ 
ference  covers  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island  and  eastern  Connecticut. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Kaiser  of 
Westhorough,  Mass.,  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Ministry,  confirmed 
reports  that  a  lack  of  new  non-parish 
positions,  reluctance  of  older  ministers  to 
retire,  and  efforts  to  hire  minority  ethnic 
candidates  have  been  factors  in  the 
present  situation. 

“With  the  recession,  there  are  no  new 
(non-parish)  positions,”  he  told  Religious 
Newsservice.  “The  recession  has  tended 
to  dry  up  denominational  and  ecumenical 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  —  Fears 
that  the  church  building  in  which  the 
founder  of  the  Methodist  Church  first 
held  services  is  about  to  be  torn  down 
have  quieted  in  the  wake  of  an 
announcement  by  the  British  Methodist 
Church  that  restoration  will  begin 
immediately. 

restoration  came  only  two  days  after 
officials  of  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
based  here,  stated  that  the  200-year-old 
chapel  faced  the  “real  possibility”  of 
demolition  because  fund  raising  cam¬ 
paigns  in  its  behalf  have  so  far  fallen 
short  of  goals. 

The  chapel,  located  in  London, 
England,  was  built  in  1778  and  was 
pastored  by  John  Wesley,  founder  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  is  buried  in  the 
small  graveyard  behind  the  chapel. 
British  and  American  Methodists  in 
recent  years  have  combined  efforts  to 
restore  the  crumbling  Wesley  Chapel  and 
have  attempted  to  jointly  raise  1.8 
million  dollars  for  the  project.  So  far, 
$600,000  has  been  raised,  $408,000  coming 
from  British  sources  and  $192,000  coming 
from  American  sources. 

Fears  that  the  chapel  would  have  to  be 
torn  down  originated  from  statements 
made  by  the  British  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  that  all  of  the  required  funds 
needed  to  be  raised  before  work  could 
begin.  Since  fund  raising  was  falling 
short  of  the  goal,  some  officials 

Higher  education 
commission  named 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Members  of  a 
new  National  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Higher  Education  have  been 
announced  here  by  Dr.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter,  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

The  independent  Commission  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  provide  the  denomination  with 
reasons  for  continuing  in  higher 
education  and  a  master  plan  for  United 
Methodist  Higher  Education  during  the 
remainder  of  this  century,  according  to 
Dr.  Trotter. 

Dr.  Paul  Hardin,  III,  president  of  Drew 
University,  has  been  appointed  chairman 
of  the  16-member  Commission  which  will 
hold  its  first  meeting  in  Nashville,  June 
20-21. 

There  are  more  than  108  institutions  of 
higher  education  related  to  the 
denomination,  enrolling  more  than 
185,000  students  and  employing  more 
than  13,000  faculty  members.  Total 
operating  budgets  of  the  schools  exceed 
$1  billion  annually. 


speculated  that  the  restoration  project 
would  have  to  be  abandoned. 

At  a  May  23  meeting  of  the  British 
Conference’s  General  Purposes  Com¬ 
mittee,  however,  a  decision  was  reached 
to  begin  work  on  restoration  with  funds 
available  and  to  continue  work  as  money 
can  be  raised. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  Claims  by  the  major 
Members  of  that  board  said  prior  to  television  networks  that  violence  has 
voting  to  withhold  support  that  “other  been  eliminated  in  Saturday  morning 


Saturday  morning  TV  still 
violent ,  claims  report 


pressing  matters  such  as  world  hunger” 
overshadow  the  Wesley  Chapel  project 
and  make  it  of  less  immediate  im¬ 
portance  as  a  worthy  project  for  church 
money. 

Sentiments  on  the  chapel  restoration 
among  United  Methodists  in  the  United 
States  have  been  varied.  The 
denomination’s  Council  of  Bishops  has 
consistently  supported  the  project,  but 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  the 
church’s  largest  program  agency  — 
recently  went  on  record  as  “not  sup¬ 
porting"  the  campaign. 

The  chapel  is  in  such  poor  condition 
that  it  has  been  declared  “unsafe”  and 
has  been  closed  to  the  public. 


programming  for  children  have  been 
discounted  by  a  report  partially  financed 
by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Communications  (UMCC). 

The  findings,  which  surfaced  June  in 
a  nationally  syndicated  column  by  Jack 
Anderson,  show  that  in  spite  of  network 
statements  to  the  contrary,  an  average  of 
one  act  of  aggression  or  violence  occurs 
every  three  and  a  half  minutes  during 
Saturday  morning  programs  on  the  three 
commercial  networks  (ABC,  CBS  and 
NBC). 

Robert  M.  Liebert,  psychology 
professor  at  the  University  of  New 
York’s  Stony  Brook  Campus  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  which  wrote  the 


the  church  today 


Kentucky  Conference 
approves  TM/UMR  edition 

RICHMOND,  Ky.  —  Delegates  to  the 
Kentucky  Annual  Conference  meeting 
here  last  week  voted  unanimously  to 
begin  an  edition  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  (TM/  UMR)  in  January  of 
1976. 

The  new  edition  will  be  published 
jointly  by  the  Louisville  and  Kentucky 
Annual  Conferences  under  the 
designation  ‘‘The  Kentucky  United 
Methodist."  (The  Louisville  Conference 
voted  to  support  the  venture  two  weeks 
earlier).  The  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference,  a  third  conference  in  the 
UMC's  Kentucky  Area,  will  also  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  new  edition. 

Bishop  Frank  Robertson,  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Kentucky  Area,  said 
following  the  vote:  “The  enthusiastic 
.approval  of  this  publishing  venture  on  the 
part  of  both  the  Louisville  and  Kentucky 
Annual  Conferences  is,  in  my  judgment, 
a  giant  step  forward.  We  look  forward  to 
the  first  issue  and  the  good  that  is  sure  to 
come  as  this  paper  is  regularly  received 
and  used  in  our  churches  and  homes.” 

Boston  University  faculty 
votes  to  unionize 

BOSTON  —  The  875  full-time  faculty 
members  of  United  Methodist-related 
Boston  University  voted  to  unionize.  If 


the  vote  stands  after  the  expected 
challenge  from  the  administration,  the 
school  will  become  the  first  major 
private  university  in  the  country  with  a 
union  faculty.  \\ 

President  John  Silber  and  the  ad¬ 
ministration  have  contended  that  unions 
are  not  appropriate  for  the  academic 
community  and  contested  the  election  on 
technical  grounds.  The  National  Labor 
Relations  Board,  which  conducted  the 
election,  rejected  their  appeals. 

The  issues  in  the  election,  according  to 
The  Boston  Globe  report,  were  faculty 
salaries,  the  amount  of  faculty  par¬ 
ticipation  in  decision  making  and  the 
leadership  style  of  President  Silber. 

Good  News  magazine  honored 

OAKBROOK,  IL.  -  “Good  News,"  the 
magazine  voice  of  the  evangelical 
movement  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  named  Organizational 
Magazine  of  the  Year  by  the  Evangelical 
Press  Association  at  its  27th  annual 
meeting  here. 

The  Wilmore,  KY,  based  quarterly 
magazine  is  edited  by  Dr.  Charles  W. 
Keysor,  Instructor  of  Journalism  at 
Asbury  College. 

“Good  News”  was  cited  by  contest 
judge  Richard  Ostling,  Religion  Editor  of 
Time  magazine,  for  “professional  edit¬ 
ing"  and  “dealing  sharply  with  pressing 
issues  of  substance.” 


report  for  the  Media  Action  Research 
Center,  Inc.,  said  the  networks  are 
“patently  wrong”  and  “unjustified”  in 
asserting  violence  is  no  longer  a  part  of 
the  children’s  programs. 

Topping  the  list  of  shows  with  the 
“most  aggressive  behavior”  was  “Bugs 
Bunny”  (ABC)  which  contained  what  the 
researchers  defined  as  an  "unnecessary 
and  gratuitous  aggression”  on  the 
average  of  once  every  minute.  Other  high 
aggression  programs,  according  to  the 
study,  were  “Pink  Panther”  (NBC), 
“Speed  Buggy”  (CBS)  and  “Wheelie  and 
the  Chopper  Bunch”  (NBC). 

Programs  showing  the  least  amount  of 
aggression  and  the  greatest  amount  of 
“altruism”  (acts  of  sharing,  helping, 
etc.)  were  “Emergency  Plus  Four” 
(NBC),  “Shazam”  (CBS),  ‘‘New 
Adventures  of  Gilligan”  (ABC)  and 
“Devlin”  (ABC). 

“Aggression”  is  defined  in  the  report 
as  “acts  involving  the  use  of  force,  threat 
of  force  or  intent  of  force  against  others.” 
The  report  was  drawn  from  studies  of 
programming  on  two  consecutive 
Saturdays  in  October  1974.  (The  UMCC 
provided  $45,000  in  “seed  money”  last 
year  for  the  development  of  the  report.) 

Other  findings  of  the  report  showed: 

•  The  commercial  networks  as  a 
whole  presented  four  times  more 
aggressive  behavior  than  the  Public 
Broadcasting  System  (PBS).  NBC 
during  both  weeks  of  the  survey  had  the 
highest  level  of  aggression  of  all  net¬ 
works. 

•  Of  the  five  areas  of  positive 
behavior  studied,  two  appeared  with 
meaningful  frequency.  They  were 
“altruism,”  six  and  a  half  times  every 
half  hour,  and  “sympathy,”  two  times 
every  half  hour. 

•  Programs  which  were  high  in 
aggression  tended  to  be  low  in  positive 
social  behavior  and  vice  versa. 

•  Sex-role  bias  characteristics 
remained  unchanged  from  previous 
studies,  despite  network  claims.  Males 
accounted,  ,fqr3  72  per  cent  of  the 
characters  ^nd  59  per  cent  were  white 
males,  wjut^s  in  general  represented  82 
per  cent  of  all  characters. 

•  Advertisements  for  breakfast 
cereals  and  sweetened  foods  continued  to 
be  very  high  among  commercial  an¬ 
nouncements  with  no  such  ad¬ 
vertisements  for  natural  foods  such  as 
milk  or  fruits. 


positions.  There  are  fewer  and  fewer  of 
them  because  the  funding  has  run  out.” 

Mr.  Kaiser  noted  that  although  United 
Methodist  pastors  are  required  to  retire 
at  age  72,  they  have  the  option  of  retiring 
at  65.  But,  he  said,  “They’re  staying 
longer  and  longer  instead  of  retiring," 
with  a  good  number  of  pastors  retiring  at 
ages  68  and  69. 

On  the  matter  of  minority  recruiting, 
the  ministry  board  chairman  reported 
that  the  Southern  New  England  Con¬ 
ference  is  seeking  minority  ministers. 

“Our  moratorium  did  not  include 
minorities,”  he  emphasized,  although 
none  of  the  current  candidates  are 


members  of  ethnic  minorities. 

Four  of  the  1975  conference  candidates 
are  women.  Mr.  Kaiser  estimated  “off 
the  top  of  my  head”  that  between  eight 
and  10  of  the  congregations  in  the  con¬ 
ference  either  have  women  pastors  or 
women  on  their  paid  staff. 

In  Nashville  Dr.  Thomas  Trotter, 
general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  confirmed  that  “as  far  as  I 
know,  the  situation  in  the  Southern  New 
England  Conference  is  unprecedented.” 

But  he  felt  that  the  factors  that  led  to 
the  hiring  freeze  are  true  of  the  Church  in 
general 


Five  annual  conferences 
vote  against  ‘ gay 9  cler  r 


NEW  Y ORK  ( RNS )  —  Early  signs  indi¬ 
cate  that  opposition  to  the  ordination  of 
homosexual  ministers  is  emerging  in 
many  of  United  Methodism’s  1975  annual 
conferences. 

At  least  five  of  the  conferences  meeting 
in  late  May  passed  resolutions  express¬ 
ing  such  opposition,  and  similar  resolu¬ 
tions  were  being  proposed  in  numerous 
other  conferences. 

The  Louisville  and  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conferences,  both  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  opposed  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals,  while  the  Missouri  West 
Conference  reaffirmed  denominational 
Social  Principles  which,  as  interpreted, 
place  a  ban  on  such  ordinations. 

Differing  views  on  the  question  marked 
the  Troy  Conference  session  in  Poultney, 
Vt.,  and  no  stance,  pro  or  con,  was  ex¬ 
pressed.  Instead,  delegates  supported  a 
church-wide  study  of  human  sexuality  as 
a  prelude  to  any  United  Methodist 
decision  on  ordaining  homosexuals. 

In  a  three-pronged  resolution  which  it 
will  submit  as  a  petition  to  the  General 
Conference  of  1976,  the  Central  Texas 
Conference : 

1)  opposed  any  efforts  to  allow  known 
and  practicing  homosexuals  to  be  or¬ 
dained;  2)  opposed  the  employment  of 
homosexuals  “by  boards  and  agencies  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  where 
educational,  cultural  and  social 
processes  affect  the  lives  of  our  children, 
youth  and  adult  members;”  3)  opposed 
the  granting  of  any  United  Methodist 
funds  to  support  homosexual  caucuses. 

Actions  of  the  annual  conferences  will 
have  a  bearing  on  whether 
homosexuality,  in  relation  to  ministry, 
comes  up  at  the  1976  General  Conference! 
a  national  legislating  body,  and  what,  if 
any,  decisions  might  be  reached  at  the 
Portland,  Ore.,  meeting. 

The  Louisville,  Red  Bird  and  Missouri 
West  Conference  each  endorsed 
statements  on  homosexuality  in  the 
United  Methodist  Social  Principles,  a 
1972  document.  The  Principles  affirm 
that  homosexuals  are  persons  of  “sacred 
worth”  but  reject  homosexuality  as 
incompatible  with  Christian  belief  and 
practice. 

Some  moves  to  delete  the  anti¬ 
homosexual  passages  from  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  are  anticipated  at  the  1976  General 
Conference.  Although  there  is  no  direct 
United  Methodist  legislation  on  the 
matter,  a  barrier  to  the  ordination  of 


homosexuality  is  raised  by  the  Prin-- 
ciples,  according  to  both  the  bishops  of 
the  church  and  the  United  Methodist 
Division  of  the  Ordained  Ministry. 

Conference 
denies  orders 
for  homosexual 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  In  action  June  4 
clergy  members  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Annual  Conference  voted  unanimously  to 
refuse  to  accept  a  recommendation  by  St. 
Stephen’s  United  Methodist  Church  here 
to  restore  the  credentials  of  Gene 
Leggett,  a  self-proclaimed  homosexual. 
Mr.  Leggett’s  credentials  were 
suspended  in  1971. 

Dr  Dan  Solomon,  chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  Ministry  and  pastor  of  St. 
John’s  UMC,  Corpus  Christi,  reported 
that  the  board  had  met  with  represen¬ 
tatives  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church  and  that 
following  lengthy  deliberation  had  voted 
25-1  to  recommend  the  rejection  of  the 
request  from  St.  Stephen’s  UMC. 

Mrs.  Frances  Opitz,  lay  member  from 
St.  Stephen’s  UMC,  read  a  prepared 
statement,  which  read  in  part: 

“In  preparation  of  these  remarks,  I 
have  the  aid  and  support  of  Dick  Lear 
who  has  been  the  pastor  of  St.  Stephen’s 
UMC  as  we  have  placed  this  resolution, 
before  the  conference.  We  acknowledge 
the  concern  and  action  the  conference 
has  given  to  our  request. 

“As  the  lay  delegate  of  St.  Stephen’s,  I 
wish  to  express  our  growing  concern  to 
the  ministerial  members  of  this  con¬ 
ference.  We  again  affirm  the  continuing 
concern  of  St.  Stephen’s  for  treatment  of 
minority  groups  with  equity  and  fairness. 
We  value  the  contributions  of  Gene 
Leggett  has  made  to  and  in  our 
congregation,  and  we  acknowledge  and 
accept  his  demonstration  of  the  injustice 
he  seems  to  have  experienced  in  his  role 
as  our  janitor.  We  were  not  aware  of  any 
insensitivity  to  his  feelings  and 
frustrations  in  this  task. 

“It  is  also  important  that  we  express 
our  conflict  and  distress  over  his  widely 
varying  behavior  in  different  groups,  our 
growing  lack  of  clarity  over  Gene’s 
priority  of  clerical  orders  or  personal 
cause  and  finally  in  the  last  few  days  his 
calling  of  St.  Stephen’s  and  the  church 
into  accountability  without  offering 
reciprocal  integrity. 

“We  concur  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Board  of  Ministry  of  the  Southwest 
Texas  Conference,  the  statement  con¬ 
cluded. 


Class 

ified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  InlUal  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 
quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour. 

P.  O  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32801 

ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  FOR  young  women's 
residence  In  San  Francisco.  Christian  woman 
with  administrative  ability.  Salary,  apart¬ 
ment.  food  allowance.  Send  resume  to:  Bessie 
Ponessa.  1043  Gilbert  St..  Hayward,  Cal.  94541. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  $2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's.  P.O.  Box  25351.  Houston.  Texas 

77005. 

FOR  SALE:  Large  Allen  Organ  —  S2.400.  Two- 
manual  standard.  AGO.  two-tone  generators. 

percussions.  Not  worn  out  —  just  being 
replaced  by  pipe  organ.  If  Interested,  write  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Gurley  at 
Summit.  Prescott.  Arlz.  86301. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
ndh -drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 

Basic  to  advanced  seminar  Sept.  7-29. 
Advanced  to  professional  Sept.  28-Oct.  IL 
Master  design  seminar  Oct.  12-22.  Room, 
board  and  tulUon,  all  material  $530.  For 
brochure,  write:  P.  O.  Box  4605M.  Santa  Fe. 

New  Mexico  87501. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  DaUas.  Texas  75201. 

(214  )  747-4540. 

McNEELY’S  CHRISTIAN  RESORT: 
Attention  Christians  —  Resort  dedicated  to  the 

Lord  for  retreats  and  Christian  family 
vacation.  Sleep  from  4  to  60  persons.  $4  each 
per  night.  Including  cottage  with  kitchen,  pots, 
pans,  dishes,  silver,  towels,  linen  and  bedding. 

Also  Includes  use  of  five  rowboats.  20  bicycles, 
swim  pool,  shuffle-board,  ping-pong.  Christian 
music  throughout  recreational  area.  A 
business  run  by  a  born  again  family. 
McNeely's  Christian  Resort.  P.  O.  Box  1078, 

Clear  Lake  Highlands.  Cal.  95422.  (707  )  994- 
9107. 

GEMS  FROM  JAMES  by  Donald  Charles 

Lacy.  A  book  emerging  from  a  preaching¬ 
teaching  dialogue  Involving  pastor  and  people 

In  a  United  Methodist  church.  Especially  good 
for  Bible  study  and  sharing  groups.  $4.95 
(hardback)  at  vour  favorite  Cokesburv  Store. 

PEW  REFINISHING  AND  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

'Over  15  years  experience.’  Brem’s  Wood¬ 
works.  RL  9.  Box  406.  Waco.  Texas  76705,  (817) 
799-5926. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  2012  Elling  Dr.. 
Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  ($17)  799-5049. 

SECURE  APPROACH  TO  RETIREMENT 
LIVING.  Retire  In  Methodist  Home  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  or  overlooking  Lake  Merritt, 
Oakland.  If  you’re  In  good  health,  program 
includes  comprehensive  medical,  delicious 
meals,  much  more.  Entry  fee  starts  at  $5000. 
with  monthly  charge  as  low  as  $342.  Write: 
Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif..  (408  )  375-5125.  or  Lake  Park. 

1850  Alice.  Oakland.  Calif.,  (415)  835-5511. 

HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED  FOR 

ecumenical  private  child  and  family  service 
agency.  Full  time  positions  In  Anchorage  and 
Kodiak  far  mature  married  couples  with  no 
dependents.  In  addition  to  salary,  position 
Includes  meals,  living  quarters,  sick  leave,  one 
month's  vacation  per  year  and  hospitalization 
Insurance.  Contact:  Alaska  Children's  Ser¬ 
vices.  Dept.  A.  4600  Abbott  Rd..  Anchorage. 

Alas.  99507. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone(817)  MIS-9203  Keene,  Texas 7*059 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  HILLSIDE 
HOME  of  retired  minister  for  rent  July  20-Aug. 

20.  Ten  miles  north  of  Santa  Cruz  beaches.  Two 
hours  south  of  San  Francisco.  Two  bedrooms. 
Large  sunny  deck.  Screened  porch.  $350.  Allen 
Carter.  9721  Zayante  Dr.,  Felton.  Cal.  95018, 

(408  )  335-4011. 
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Alaska  Methodist  University 

School  said ‘alive  and  well’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

IS^i 


By  Tom  McAnally 
U.M.  Communications 
ANCHORAGE,  AK  (UMC)  -  Alaska 
Methodist  University  is  “alive  and  well”, 
the  school’s  acting  president  Robert  K. 
Qellenbach  told  United  Methodist 
Communications  following  final  ap¬ 
proval  of  two  bills  by  the  Alaska  State 
Legislature  May  31.  "We’re  here  to  stay 
:until  Alaska  turns  into  a  desert,”  he 
declared.  ✓ 

While  the  future  of  AMU  is  far  from 
certain,  the  school  does  have  a  new  two- 
year  lease  on  life  because  of  a  $2.3  million 
lease-option  agreement  approved  by  the 
legislature  and  a  companion  bill  which 
raises  tuition  assistance  for  AMU 
students.  The  legislature  turned  down  a 
proposal  to  purchase  AMU  and  combine 
J.t  with  *he  neighboring  University  of 
Alaska  't r  ius  which  was  built  in 
Anchor.  alter  AMU  was  founded  in 
:i959. 


The  tuition  bill  alone  is  critically 
significant  since  students  can  now  attend 
AMU  for  the  same  $300  it  costs  to  attend 
the  University  of  Alaska  in  Anchorage. 
Previously,  tuition  assistance  from  the 
State  to  AMU  students  was  $1400  while 
tuition  and  fees  totaled  $2150.  The  new 
bill  raised  the  assistance  from  $1400  to 
$1850. 

In  its  companion  bill,  the  legislature 
agreed  to  take  a  two-year  option  on  AMU 
buildings  and  land.  If  after  two  years  the 
school  has  recovered  and  developed  a 
viable  program,  it  is  expected  that  the 
$2.3  million  will  be  considered  a  gift  to 
the  school.  If  not,  the  amount  could  be 
deducted  from  a  sale  price. 

A  search  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  is  seeking  a  new  president  for 
the  school.  Serving  as  acting  president 
since  May,  Mr.  Dellenbach  was  formerly 
vice  president  for  development. 


Priest  says  God  can  be 
‘Father’ or  ‘Mother’ 


CINCINNATI  (RNS)  —  God  can  be 
called  Mother  for  the  same  reasons  that 
“he"  is  called  Father,  according  to 
Father  Robert  Kress. 

“God  as  Father  is  not  male,”  he  said  in 
an  article  in  the  May  issue  of  St.  Anthony 
Messenger,  a  monthly  published  here  by 
the  Franciscan  Friars  of  St.  John  Baptist 
Province. 

“God  as  Father  emphasizes  the 
graciousness  and  meaningfulness  of 
human  and,  indeed,  all  created  being,” 
he  said.  “God  as  Father  or  Mother  is  the 
way  we  have  of  saying  that  the  creatures 
we  all  are  have  a  beginning  and  an  end 
which  have  been  deliberately,  freely  and 
lovingly  chosen.” 

Father  Kress,  who  teaches  philosophy 
and  religion  at  the  United  Methodist- 
related  University  of  Evansville,  Ind., 

Social  action 
group  acts  on 
clergy,  economy 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action  (MFSA),  meeting  here 
recently,  took  action  related  to  two  issues 
—  ordination  of  homosexuals  and 
economic  profit  —  which  are  likely  to 
generate  controversy  in  the  church  at 
both  the  annual  conference  and  general 
conference  levels. 

MFSA  is  a  national  voluntary 
organization  erf  United  Methodists  and 
others  concerned  with  social  issues.  It 
was  founded  in  1907. 

One  petition  read  in  part,  directed  to 
the  New  York  Annual  Conference  and 
General  Conference:  “Whereas 
homosexuality  ‘per  se’  implies  no  im¬ 
pairment  in  judgment,  stability, 
reliability,  general  social  or  vocational 
capabilities,  the  Board  of  Ministry  should 
take  care  that  no  burden  of  proof  of  such 
judgment,  capacity,  reliability  or  faith¬ 
fulness  to  the  church  shall  be  placed  upon 
homosexuals  greater  than  that  imposed 
on  any  other  persons  seeking  ordination 
in  the  (New  York)  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

The  MFSA  is  also  seeking  to  add  a 
section  to  the  Social  Principles  statement 
related  to  the  “Economic  Community,” 
(paragraph  #  1,  pg.  14)  which  would  call 
for  a  rejection  of  the  struggle  for  profit  as 
the  economic  base  for  society  and  a 
pledge  on  the  part  of  United  Methodists 
to  “research  and  action  toward  a  new 
economic  order,  based  upon  meeting 
humanitarian  needs  and  free  of  racial, 
class  or  sex  discrimination  and 
privileges." 
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said  that  calling  God  Father  indicated 
that  He  was  “the  source  of  being  and 
life.” 

The  term  also  means,  he  said,  that  God 
is  personal,  rather  than  an  impersonal 
force  of  nature  or  fate. 

In  the  past,  said  Father  Kress,  Jews 
and  Christians  called  God  Father  and  not 
Mother  for  biological  and  social  reasons. 

The  biological  reason,  he  said,  derived 
from  the  ancient  belief  that  only  the  male 
was  active  in  procreation.  And  in  social 
relations  of  the  ancient  world,  he  said, 
women  were  an  oppressed  group  with 
few  if  any  rights  in  law. 

Citing  the  suggestion  of  a  feminist  that 
God  as  a  sister  would  be  preferable  to 
God  as  a  mother,  he  said,  “The  choice  is 
not  between  God  as  Father/  Mother  and 
God  as  Brother/  Sister.” 

“The  choice,”  he  continued,  “is  be¬ 
tween  God  Father/Mother  on  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other  blind  necessity, 
fate,  chance,  the  jealous  and  envious 
gods  of  the  Romans,  Greeks, 
Mesopotamians,  and  the  tasteless  and 
aimless  humanism  of  the  secularists.” 

However,  Father  Kress  went  on  to  say 
that  God  became  Brother  and  Sister 
through  Christ. 

Although  the  traditional  practice  has 
been  to  use  male  terminology  in 
referring  to  God,  the  priest  says, 
feminine  terms  are  used  in  the  Wisdom 
literature,  including  the  description  of 
God’s  wisdom  “as  a  woman  created 
before  all  his  other  works.” 

“One  of  the  greatest  advantages  of 
being  able  to  speak  of  God  as  Father  and 
Mother  is  the  support  it  gives  to  an  an¬ 
drogynous  understanding  of  human 
existence,”  Father  Kress  said. 

“This  is  not  to  say  that  there  are  no 
differences  between  men  and  women. 
There  are.  It  is  to  emphasize  that  pure 
‘maleness”  or  ‘femaleness’  does  not 
exist  in  real,  concrete  human  beings.  We 
should  not,  therefore,  act  as  if  it  did.” 


The  financially  ailing  school  was  able 
to  graduate  its  largest  class  this  year  but 
not  before  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  loaned  it 
$96,000  to  meet  its  May  payroll  respon¬ 
sibilities. 

Alaska  Governor  Jay  S.  Hammond,  a 
United  Methodist  raised  in  a  Methodist 
parsonage  home,  spoke  at  the  school’s 
commencement  where  160  students 
received  their  diplomas.  Virginia  Area 
Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson  was  bac¬ 
calaureate  speaker.  AMU  had  nearly 
2,000  students  during  the  1974-75 
academic  year,  nearly  800  of  them  full¬ 
time. 

Mr.  Dellenbach  said  the  State 
legislators  turned  down  a  proposal  to 
purchase  AMU  because  of  three  primary 
reasons:  “They  did  not  want  to  see  an 
end  to  private  higher  education;  they  did 
not  want  to  see  the  University  of  Alaska 
expand  its  campus  and  budget  at  this 
time;  and  they  sensed  a  need  for  more 
time  to  consider  the  future  of  higher 
education  in  the  state.” 

What’s  next  for  the  school?  Mr. 
Dellenbach  said  the  faculty,  ad¬ 
ministration,  and  trustees  will  begin  a 
vigorous  program  of  “redefinition”  and 
“reexamination”  before  the  beginning  of 
the  next  academic  year.  "We’re  going  to 
try  to  keep  this  a  private  institution 
forever,”  he  exclaimed. 

He  also  said  the  largest  student 
recruitment  drive  in  the  history  o?  the 
school  will  begin  soon.  In  addition  to 
Alaskans,  he  expressed  hope  that  some 
students  from  the  lower  states  might 
consider  AMU  and  that  churches  might 
consider  helping  their  students  attend 
AMU.  He  also  stressed  the  need  for 
financial  support  from  the  church.  AMU 
is  an  approved  “advance  special”  of  the 
denomination,  a  designation  which 
means  it  has  been  authorized  to  receive 
voluntary  gifts  from  local  churches. 

“We  also  have  a  family  spirit  on  a 
small  campus  which  is  critically  im¬ 
portant  to  the  educational  development 
of  many  of  our  students,  particularly 
rural  and  native  Alaskans  —  Indians, 
Aleuts,  and  Eskimos.”  AMU’s  reputation 
among  the  native  Alaskans  is  very  good, 
he  added. 

Bishop  Muzorewa 
decries  killings 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  bishop  who  heads  Rhodesia’s 
major  black  liberation  organization  said 
here  that  regardless  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  the  June  1  killing  of  unarmed 
Africans  by  Rhodesian  police  was  “cold¬ 
blooded  murder.” 

Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  held  a  press 
conference  before  returning  to  Salisbury 
where  he  faced  growing  tensions  between 
white  and  minority  government  and  the 
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Pedaling  for  pledges 


GREENVILLE,  Pa.  —  When  the  Rev.  Mearl  Henley  promised  to  ride  his  bicycle 
backwards  in  return  for  $5  per  mile  toward  Calvary  UMC’s  fund-raising  bike  hike 
here,  he  wasn’t  kidding.  He  did  —  but  from  the  rear  seat  of  a  tandem  cycle  with  Mrs. 
Henley  doing  the  steering.  Also  going  along  for  the  ride  were  senior  citizens  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Howard  Artman,  on  their  unusually-constructed  bicycle  built  for  two. 

Forty-five  riders  of  all  ages  pedalled  ten  miles  and  raised  pledges  of  $1,246  for 
Calvary’s  “Cup  of  Cold  Water”  mission  project,  which  will  fund  four  water  wells  for 
poor  people  in  the  Appalachian  area  of  Kentucky. 

Archbishops’s  defense 
of  exorcism  attacked 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  Britain’s  con¬ 
tinuing  controversy  over  the  practice  of 
exorcism  within  the  Church  of  England 
took  a  dramatic  twist  when  65  prominent 
churchmen,  academics,  professors  of 
divinity  and  lecturers  criticized  Arch¬ 
bishop  Donald  Coggan  of  Canterbury  and 
said  the  Anglican  Church  is  in  danger  of 
making  a  serious  error  in  judgment. 

Twice  in  recent  weeks  the  Anglican 
leader  has  defended  the  practice  of 
exorcism,  provided  strict  conditions  are 
observed-,  He  said  the  church  was  in¬ 
structed  in  the  Gospels  to  continue 
Christ’s  work  of  releasing  men  from  the 
power  of  evil. 

But  the  65  critics  challenged  this  stand 
in  an  open  letter  to  Dr.  Coggan,  Arch¬ 
bishop  Stuart  Blanch  of  York  said,  and 
all  the  Anglican  Bishops  and  members  of 
the  General  Synod,  who  will  meet  again 
in  July.  They  attacked  exorcisms  as 
being  “alien  to  the  whole  tradition  of  our 
church.” 

Their  letter  also  said:  “The  per¬ 
formance  of  exorcism  by  implication 
endorsed  a  belief  whose  wide 
dissemination  would  be  a  great  evil.  It  is 
very  dangerous  to  give  encouragement  to 
the  belief  that  there  are  occult  evil 
powers  which  may  possess  men.  The 
practice  of  exorcism  has  been  growing. 
Recent  events  have  brought  this  fact  to 
public  notice  and  the  church  is  at  a 
disadvantage  because  it  has  not  yet 
openly  debated  the  subject. 

“We  fear  a  compromise  will  be  worked 
out.  To  control  its  excesses,  exorcism 
black  majority  and,  apparently,  sharp  will  be  regulated,  giving  it  a  nearly  of- 
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disagreements  within  the  nationalist 
movement. 

The  black  churchman,  who  is  president 
of  the  African  National  Council  of 
Zimbabwe  (Rhodesia),  was  ending  a 
month’s  tour  in  the  U.S.  when  trouble 
flared  in  Highfield,  a  black  township  near 
Salisbury. 


ficial  status  in  the  church.  We  believe 
that  exorcism  should  have  no  official 
status  in  the  church  at  all.” 

The  “recent  events”  refers  to  a  case  in 
Yorkshire  in  which  a  man  named 
Michael  Taylor  underwent  an  all-night 
exorcism  service  in  an  Anglican  church 
and  then  brutally  killed  his  wife. 


Dolores  Wright  to  supervise  U.M.  drug/alcohol  programs 


WASHINGTON, 

D.C.  (UMC)  -  A 
social  worker  who 
has  specialized  in 
drug  treatment  and 
rehabilitation  will 
be  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  new 
executive  for  drug 
and  alcohol  con¬ 
cerns. 

Dolores  Finger  Wright,  who  has  been  a 
manager  and  program  director  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  government’s 
Narcotics  Treatment  Administration  for 
the  past  three  years,  will  begin  work  July 
14  with  the  church’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  here.  For  the  previous  ten  years 


Ms.  Wright 


she  was  a  social  caseworker  and 
supervisor  with  the  New  York  City 
Department  of  Social  Services. 

Ms.  Wright’s  selection  was  announced 
by  Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  the  board’s 
general  secretary.  She  was  chosen  from 
among  some  60  applicants  in  a  process 
that  began  last  October  with  the 
resignation  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Price 
after  10  years. 

The  board’s  Department  of  Drug  and 
Alcohol  Concerns  is  one  of  thd  oldest  and 
most  active  agencies  in  the  field,  growing 
out  of  the  denomination’s  long  history  of 
activity,  particularly  in  the  area  of 
alcohol.  The  basic  element  in  the  former 
Board  of  Temperance,  now  part  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  the 


department  has  a  record  of  leadership  in 
national  legislation  as  well  as  in 
development  of  inter-religious  action. 

Ms.  Wright  graduated  from  Bennett 
College,  Greensboro,  N.C.,  in  1961,  and 
has  a  master  of  social  work  degree  from 
Rutgers  University.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  National  Association  of  Social 
Workers,  the  National  Association  of 
Black  Social  Workers,  the  National 
Conference  on  Social  Welfare  and  the 
National  Federation  of  Concerned  Drug 
Abuse  Workers.  She  has  gained  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Academy  of  Certified 
Social  Workers. 

Chairperson  of  the  board’s  search 
committee  for  this  position  has  been  Dr. 
Sally  Geis  of  Denver,  Colo. 


Australian  Council  of  Churches  elects  Jean  Skuse ,  a  Methodist 


By  BARBARA  ROWLANDS 
Australian  Information  Service^ 
SYDNEY,  Aus¬ 
tralia  —  A  woman  I 
who  wants  to  create  I 
an  Australian  I 
church  community  I 
where  nobody  is  left  [ 
out  and  to  battle  for  ] 
the  underprivileged  I 

against  all  forms  of  J| _ 

discrimination  has  Miss  Skuse 
been  elected  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
Australian  Council  of  Churches,  con¬ 
stituted  by  12  member  churches. 

The  churches  are  Anglican, 
Presbyterian,  Methodist, 
Congregational,  Churches  of  Christ, 


Organists! 


Try  my  group  of  five  compositions.  If  not 
pleased  with  them,  send  me  nothing.  If  they 
meet  your  needs,  send  me  *2.00.  Order  now, 
send  no  money.  Ken  Ben  net  Music  Publishers, 
Box  615,  Gladewater,  Texas  75647. 
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Wash  That  POLLEN 
Right  Outa  Your  Eyes 

Better  than  any  eye  drop.  LAVOPTIK  washes 
away  itchy  pollen.  Soothes  and  relieves  sore, 
burning,  itching  eyelids;  relaxes  tired  eyes. 
Laboratories  can  count  the  extra  grains 
removed  by  gentle  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash. 
AvadaWe^Ucadm^dru^ountcr^cve^wherc^ 


Salvation  Army,  Society  of  Friends, 
Greek  Orthodox  and  four  other  Orthodox 
cnurches.  n3. 

Miss  Jean  Skuse,  43,  a  Methodist,  takes 
over  from  a  leading  Presbyterian 
minister,  the  Reverend  Fred  Engel,  on 
January  1,  1976.  The  appointment  of  a 
woman  to  this  high  post  is  unprecedented 
in  Australia. 

A  prominent  Methodist,  Miss  Skuse  is 
the  executive  secretary  of  the  New  South 
Wales  (NSW)  State  Council  of  the 
Australian  Council  of  Churches,  world 
secretary  of  the  World  Federation  of 
Methodist  Women  and  an  executive 
member  of  the  World  Methodist 
movement. 

The  council  which  she  now  will  head 
exists  chiefly  to  assist  the  growth  of 
ecumenism  among  chutjphes,  but  it  also 
has  many  humanitarian  functions  such 
as  raising  money  for  overseas  aid  to 
Asian  countries  and  Pacific  Islands. 

“The  council  also  diifcusses  many 
social  problems,  and  wd  to  get 
church  social  service  agencies  started,” 
said  Miss  Skuse.  "We  have  had  a  national 
refugee  department  which  has  helped 
about  80,000  families  since  World  War 
II.” 

With  a  grant  from  the  Australian 
government  for  an  International 


Women’s  Year  program,  the  Australian 
Council  of  Churches  has  set  up  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  status  of  women 
in  the  church.  Miss  Skuse  will  direct  this 
program. 

She  has  some  definite  ideas  of  the 
problems  she  wants  to  tackle.  “I  want  to 
look  at  the  whole  moralistic  piety  of  the 
church,"  she  said.  “I  think  we  should  be 
concerned  with  collective  morals,  not 
individual  morals.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
churches  broadening  their  outlook. 

“I  am  concerned,  too,  that  in  the 
theological  scene,  Australian  faith  should 
make  a  contribution.  We  tend  to  follow 
Western  Europe  in  thinking.  We  should 
have  our  own  context  on  the  world  scene. 

“I  want  a  forward-looking  theology  like 
the  liberated  theology  coming  from  Asia 
and  Latin  America,  based  much  more  on 
community  life  than  on  Western  culture. 

“I  want  to  try  to  create  a  society  where 
there  is  no  discrimination  within  the 
church.  One  where  race,  physical  hand¬ 
icaps,  sex  and  illiteracy  do  not  mean 
that  people  are  left  out  of  the  church 
community.” 

Miss  Skuse  said  that  when  she  applied 
for  her  important  post,  she  saw  the  task 
as  being  an  enabler  and  an  initiator  —  to 
enable  the  churches  to  develop  informed 
policies  in  mission,  theological  and  social 
issues. 


As  an  outcome  of  that  case,  Dr.  Coggan 
declared  on  April  24  that  “when  exorcism 
is  called  for  it  should  be  performed  in 
collaboration  with  the  forces  of  medicine, 
in  the  context  of  prayer.” 

On  receiving  the  “open  letter,”  Dr. 
Coggan  said,  "I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
my  recent  statement  on  the  subject  on 
April  24.” 

One  observer  said  the  open  letter  would 
be  seen  by  many  other  Christians  as 
almost  “ecclesiastical  mutiny”  and  that 
it  was  bound  to  cause  a  major  row  and 
bring  into  the  open  the  deep  rift  within 
the  church  over  the  role,  if  any,  of 
exorcism  in  the  Christian  ministry. 

Another  observer  said  the  letter  was 
designed  to  influence  the  General  Synod 
in  July  when  it  is  scheduled  to  discuss 
exorcism. 

Following  are  some  quotations  of  the 
open  letter  critical  of  Canterbury: 

“(Exorcism)  is  at  variance  with  the 
entire  history  and  tradition  of  the  Church 
of  England.  From  the  Elizabethan  set¬ 
tlement  until  about  15  years  ago  it  is  most 
difficult  to  discover  any  instance  at  all  of 
exorcism  being  authorized  by  a  bishop, 
recommended  by  a  theologian,  or 
practiced.  Exorcism  is  in  fact  alien  to  the 
whole  tradition  of  our  church.  And  it  fell 
into  disuse  for  good  reasons. 

"...  history  shows'  that  it  is  very 
dangerous  to  give  encouragement  to  the 
belief  that  there  are  occult  evil  powers 
which  may  possess  men  and  deprive 
them  of  their  normal  moral  respon¬ 
sibility.  The  church  (in  the  person  of 
Innocent  VIII)  made  this  mistake  in  the 
attitude  it  took  towards  witchcraft.  We  do 
not  say  that  exorcism  is  like  witchcraft, 
but  simply  that  the  performance  of  it  by 
implication  endorses  a  belief  whose  wide 
dissemination  would  be  a  great  evil. 

“The  liberation  of  mankind  from 
demonological  and  similar  beliefs,  since 
the  Reformation  and  the  rise  of  modern 
science,  has  been  a  great  blessing.  The 
Christian  concept  of  the  supernatural  is 
quite  distinct  from  that  implied  in  oc¬ 
cultist  beliefs,  and  it  would  be  wrong  for 
the  church  to  suggest  that  her  beliefs  are 
in  any  way  on  the  same  level  as  those. 

“The  evil  that  is  in  man  is  indeed 
dreadful,  but  we  hold  that  the  proper  way 
to  cast  it  out  is  by  repentance,  faith, 
prayer-  and  the  Gospel  Sacraments. 
Christ’s  victory  over  evil  is  freely 
available  to  all.  We  do  not  think  the 
theology  of  redemption  implied  by  the 
practice  of  exorcism  to  be  compatible 
with  our  church’s  understanding  of  the 
Gospel. 

“On  the  evidence  of  the  Synoptic 
Gospels,  Jesus  performed  exorcisms.  It 
seems  that  He  shared  the  beliefs  of  His 
own  time.  But,  whatever  view  be  taken  of 
this,  the  church  has  never  expected  that 
her  members  must  necessarily  share  all 
Jesus’  beliefs  -  in  the  field  of  eschatology, 
for  example.  The  fact  of  cultural  change 
is  recognized  in  Scripture,  which  itself 
shows  how  a  universal  faith  takes  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  in  different  cultural  set¬ 
tings. 

“With  regard  to  exorcism,  the  church’s 
practice  has  varied.  Historically,  the 
Eastern  churches  have  exorcised  by 
prayer  to  God,  not  by  commanding 
demons;  the  Protestant  churches  have 
not  practised  it;  and  the  use  of  exorcism 
in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  has  long 
been  declining. 

“It  is,  we  think,  mistaken  to  suppose 
that  loyalty  to  Christ  requires  the  church 
to  try  to  recreate,  in  late  20th  Century 
Europe,  the  outlook  and  practices  of  first 
century  Palestine.  Such  an  attempt  in¬ 
vites  ridicule,  not  to  mention  the  harm 
that  mav  be  done.  ” 
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$14.95  Postpaid 

This  attractive  cross  Is  handmade  by  Navajo 
Indian  silversmiths  of  Western  New  Mexico 
and  set  with  a  genuine  turquoise  stone.  The 
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by  mall  from  El  Gringo  Galleries,  Taos,  N.M. 
87571.  Send  check  or  money  order. 


Churches 
still  active 

in  Vietnam 


NEW  YORK  —  The  convulsive  events 
of  the  past  few  months  in  Vietnam  have 
left  the  ecumenical  churches’  mission 
personnel  and  structures  there  shaken 
but  still  functioning. 

This  was  the  report  of  two  American 
churchpeople  who  directed  such  efforts 
in  recent  years  -  the  Rev.  Ernest  Camp¬ 
bell,  executive  director  of  Vietnam 
Christian  Service  (VNCS)  and  the  Rev. 
Ernest  Fogg,  executive  director  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Fund  for 
Reconstruction  and  Reconciliation  in 
Indochina.  Both  men  were  in  various 
parts  of  Vietnam  as  the  government  of 
the  south  collapsed,  seeking  to  keep 
Christian  service  vital  during  that  period 
of  enormous  need. 

They  reported  to  a  large  group  of 
church  executives  at  the  Interchurch 
Center  here  recently,  invited  to  hear  the 
first-hand  update  by  Dr.  Paul  McCleary, 
a  United  Methodist  who  is  executive 
director  of  Church  World  Service. 

Mr.  Campbell,  who  headed  the  Viet¬ 
nam  Christian  Service  staff  of  some  120 
persons  working  in  South  Vietnam,  spoke 
of  emotionally  moving  scenes  during  the' 
last  days  he  spent  in  Saigon. 

More  than  100  of  the  VNCS  staff,  which 
is  supported  by  Church  World  Service 
and  Lutheran  World  Service,  were 
Vietnamese  citizens. 

During  the  last  month  of  the  Thieu 
regime’s  reign,  Mr.  Campbell  arranged 
to  turn  over  all  the  administration  and 
banking  to  indigenous  staff  in 
preparation  for  the  evacuation  and  “in 
case  any  chose  to  stay.” 

He  also  forwarded  the  list  of  their 
names  to  the  American  Embassy  for 
evacuation  purposes  “in  case  they  chose 
to  leave,”  he  said. 

Ms.  Nong  Kim  Yen,  the  new  executive 
director,  presented  Mr.  Campbell  with  a 
declaration  signed  by  102  people,  saying 
that  they  would  not  leave,  but  would 
carry  on  the  work  of  VNCS  as  best  they 
could.  “It  was  a  momentous  decision,” 
he  said. 

Mr.  Fogg  told  the  church  officials  “the 
surprising  story  was  not  the  panic  that 
was  pictured  in  newspapers  here;  but  the 
lack  of  panic.  On  the  whole,  people  ac¬ 
cepted  the  inevitable  with  grace,  and  the 
new  government  immediately  made 
appeals  to  the  basic  democratic  hopes  of 
the  people  by  promising  an  election  as 
well  as  opening  the  possibility  of 
reuniting  families  long  broken  by  the  war 
and  the  separation  of  the  country. 

“These  are  powerful  appeals  and  there 
is  a  kind  of  hopefulness  in  the  whole  area 
no\y  that  has  not  been  present  for  30 
years,”  he  said. 

“Too  often  we  have  absolute  trust 
in  our  own  understanding  of  other 
people  of  the  world  and  that  in  itself 
is  idolatrous,”  he  said.  “I  often  have  the 
feeling  that  God  is  doing  some  very 
unusual  things  in  the  world  and  the 
churches  don’t  know  about  them  yet.” 

Mr.  Fogg  reiterated  the  Fund’s  policy  - 
that  it  was  concerned  with  suffering 
people  -  wherever  they  were.  The  Fund 
has  helped  rebuild  a  hospital  in  North 
Vietnam  that  was  bombed  by  American 
attacks,  as  well  as  engaging  in  projects 
in  South  Veitnam. 

He  has  been  able  to  visit  all  capitals 
and  found  that  “wherever  I  go,  just 
saying  I  work  for  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  the  best  passport  I  could 
have,”  he  stated. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

A  prayer 

By  GINGER  CARR 
Let  my  words  be  your  words,  Lord 
My  actions  be  your  way. 

Take  my  life  —  It’s  yours,  Lord, 
Today,  yea, everyday. 
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You’re  Never 
Too  Old 
To  Hear  Better 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  non¬ 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  ever  made  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
requesting  it. 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model  now.  Wear  it  in  the  privacy 
of  your  own  home  to  see  how  tiny 
hearing  help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to 
keep,  free.  The  actual  aid  weighs 
less  than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and 
it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit.  No 
wires  lead  from  body  to  head. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no  cost, 
and  certainly  no  obligation.  Thou¬ 
sands  have  already  been  mailed, 
so  write  today  to  Dept.  4608 
Beltone  Electronics,  4201  W.  Vic¬ 
toria  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.  60646. 
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Bishop’s  Message 

the  most  exciting  events  of  the  year  for  lay  people  is  scheduled  June  28 
ana  zy  Saturday  and  Sunday)  at  Louisiana  College  in  Pineville.  It  is  the  annual 
retreat  of  the  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  conference.  I  believe  we  are  going  to 
have  a  great  time,  and  I  plan  to  be  there  for  every  moment  of  it,  and  will  hope  to 
have  fresh  and  faithful  messages  prepared.  The  volume  of  correspondence  and 
the  general  talk  relating  to  this  retreat  indicates  a  record  attendance. 
Undoubtedly,  men  will  be  coming  from  every  charge  in  the  state,  and  I  m 
looking  forward  to  the  discussions  that  follow  the  presentations  of  the  lively 
issues  facing  the  church.  We’re  living  in  a  time  of  excitement,  of  optimism,  and 
of  hope,  and  this  Men’s  Retreat  is  beginning  to  attract  hundreds.  I  hope  to  see 
many  of  you  men  there. 

Faithfully, 


Faithtuliy, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  j/ 


Oral  Roberts  awarded  honorary 
degree  by  Centenary  College 


Calls  for  1000 
Club  announced 

The  three  calls  for  the  1000  Club,  a 
project  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  the  Laity,  were  an¬ 
nounced  by  Tom  Matheny,  Conference 
Lay  Leader,  in  his  report  at  the  Annual 
Conference  meeting  on  the  Centenary 
College  campus.  The  first  call  will  go  to 
the  Roanoke  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Roanoke,  La.,  in  the  Lake  Charles 
District;  the  second  to  the  Mandeville 
area  for  a  new  church  in  the  Hammond 
District;  and  the  third  to  the  Brownville 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Monroe 
District. 


Shown,  from  left, 
are :  President 

John  H.  Allen,  Oral 
Roberts,  Dean 
Theodore  Kauss, 
and  George  D. 
Nelson,  Chairman 
of  the  Centenary 
Board  of  Trustees, 
upon  the  occasion 
of  the  awarding  of 
an  Honorary  De¬ 
gree  to  Doctor 
Roberts.  The  cere¬ 
mony  was  held  in 
conjunction  with 
the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  on  May  27. 


Centenary  reports 
positive  record  of  giving 
by  Annual  Conference 

From  the  office  of  Vice-President  for 
Development  Grayson  Watson,  of 
Ceritertliry  College,  comes  a  strong 
report  of  the  gifts  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  from  June  1974  -  May  1975. 
According  to  the  figures  released, 
Centenary  has  received  $156,072,  for  the 
12  months.  Dr.  Watson  notes  that  “  ...  if 
the  present  rate  of  increase  continues 
through  the  coming  year,  we  are  hopeful 
of  receiving  approximately  $175,000  in 
the  next  12  months  ...” 


Two  significant  events  which  took 
place  during  the  recent  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  and  involving  the  Board  of  the 
Laity,  were  the  awarding  of  the 
“Layman  of  the  Year”  award  and  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  Conference 
group. 

Welton  Brumfield,  Sr.,  prominent 
Methodist  layman  of  Amite,  was 
posthumously  awarded  the  “Layman  of 
the  Year”  Award.  Long  active  in  his  local 
church  and  on  the  district  and  Con¬ 
ference  levels,  Mr.  Brumfield  recently 
received  the  “Layman  of  the  Year” 
Award  for  the  Hammond  District.  He  had 
held  many  outstanding  posts  in  the 
Conference,  among  them  a  com¬ 
missioner  of  THE  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  for  many  years. 

Presented  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  the 
Laity  by  Conference  Lay  Leader  Tom 
Matheny,  the  award  was  received  by 
Mrs.  Welton  Brumfield,  Sr.,  and  Welton 
Brumfield,  Jr.,  both  of  Amite.  Mr. 
Matheny  said,  “Welton  Brumfield 
probably  gave  more  personal  support  to 
the  clergy  of  Louisiana  Methodism  than 
any  other  layman.  He  was  always  ready 
to  help  anyone  —  from  the  pastor  of  a 
small  rural  church  to  a  Bishop.” 

Officers  of  the  Conference  Board  of  the 
Laity,  elected  at  Annual  Conference, 
were  nominated  by  the  Board.  They 
include:  Tom  Matheny,  Conference  Lay 
Leader;  and  the  following  District  Lay 
Leaders  —  Charles  Goodgame, 
Alexandria  District;  0.  W.  Marrs,  Baton 
Rouge  District;  W.  F.  Atkinson, 


Kenner  UM  celebrates  25  years 


McDowell 
named  Cabinet 
chairman 


June  28-29 


Laity  makes  award,  elects  officers 


Kenner  UM  Church  celebrated  its  25th 
Anniversary  late  in  April,  and  marked 
the  occasion  with  the  return  as  guest 
preacher,  the  Rev.  Robert  Jamieson, 
who  organized  the  church. 

A  ceremonial  "burning  of  the  bonds” 
took  place  in  the  Sanctuary,  indicating 
the  completion  of  payments  of  church 
indebtedness.  Also,  special  recognition 
was  given  to  T.  L.  James  and  Company, 
and  to  George  Williams,  who  have  given 
outstanding  support  to  the  church. 

Taking  part  in  the 
25th  Anniversary 
Celebration  at 
Kenner  are,  from 
left,  seated:  Revs. 

Alfred  Norris, 

Robert  Jamieson, 

David  Felder ; 
standing,  Marvin 
Corley,  Hugh 
Baker,  and  George 
Duerson.  sx 


United  Methodist  Men  anticipate 
“best  ever”  retreat  at  Louisiana  College 


Dr. 


Dr.  Kenneth  G.  McDowell 
Kenneth  G.  McDowell,  Superin¬ 


tendent  of  the  Lafayette  District,  was 
named  Cabinet  Chairman  for  this  Annual 
Conference.  He  succeeds  Dr.  Clyde 
Clark,  of  the  Alexandria  District,  who 
has  previously  been  chairman. 

The  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Jr.,  of  the 
Lake  Charles  District,  was  named  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Cabinet. 

Medak  honored 
at  Crew  Lake 


Meeting  at  Louisiana  College,  Pineville 
on  June  28-29,  United  Methodist  Men  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  look  forward  to 
the  best  retreat  in  the  history  of  the 
organization.  The  central  location  of 
Louisiana  College  should  provide  op¬ 
portunity  for  a  greater  number  to  attend. 
According  to  Conference  Lay  Leader 
Tom  H.  Matheny,  “  ...  We  have  some  of 
the  finest  program  resources  we  have 
ever  had  ...” 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Jr.  will  be 
leading  the  emphasis  on  Evangelism, 
and  will  be  the  speaker  on  three  oc¬ 
casions  during  the  Conference.  Ample 
time  will  be  provided  for  discussion  and 
questions. 

Eloi  Primeaux,  President  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  indicates  that  there  will 
be  “plenty  of  singing,”  which  is  always 
enjoyed  by  participants.  Mr.  Primeaux 
states,  also,  that  another  outstanding 
feature  will  be  the  presentation  on  United 
Methodist  Men’s  organizations  by  John 
Lundy,  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Nashville.  Mr.  Lundy  will 
focus  on  organization,  program 
possibilities,  and  resources. 

Presentations  of  projects  opportunities 
for  United  Methodist  Men’s  Fellowship 


include:  Interlink  —  to  be  led  by  Paul  M. 
Hanselman,  of  Wheaton,  Ill.,  “an 
imaginative  way  for  the  Christian 
businessman  to  share  his  influence  in 
mission;”  The  American  Bible  Society, 
with  Donald  W.  Johnson,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
serving  as  leader;  and  Heifer  Project 
International,  a  possible  “outreach” 
program  for  local  groups,  to  be  led  by 
Father  Edwin  Geers,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

A  number  of  small  group  sessions  have 
been  scheduled,  all  of  high  priority  in¬ 
terest.  Stewardship:  Wills  and  Estate 
Planning  will  be  one  of  these  groups. 

Also,  Lay  Speaking,  with  the  Rev. 
Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr.,  leader,  Disaster 
Program,  Leader,  Hubert  Blanchard; 
Planning  for  “Decision-Making;”  The 
Church  Lay  Leader,  John  Hereford  in 
charge;  and  special  groups  on 
Evangelism  and  Spiritual  Life  —  Wit- 
nessing-Sharing  Your  Faith;  Visitation; 
Searching  the  Scripture;  Holy  Spirit  and 
the  Empowered  Life;  What’s  On  Your 
Mind?;  Where  the  Action  Is  Leading. 
Ken  Carter,  Cecil  Ramey,  George  Ross, 
and  Jack  Dew  will  assist  in  these  group 
discussions. 

The  1975  Retreat  is  sponsored  by  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Committee  of  the  Board 


West  Monroe  women  make  gift 


Lafayette  District;  Ed  B.  Cloutman, 
Lake  Charles  District;  Jack  Dew, 
Monroe  District;  Milton  J.  Cook,  New 
Orleans  District;  Ed  H.  Gulley,  Ruston 
District;  C.  E.  Bloxom,  Shreveport 
District;  and  Nick  Saladino,  Hammond 
District. 

Other  officers  elected  by  the  Board 
were:  Allen  Brown,  New  Orleans,  Vice- 
Chairman;  Hubert  Blanchard,  Sulphur, 
Associate  Conference  Lay  Leader  for 
Lay  Life  and  Work;  Willie  Joseph, 
Associate  Conference  Lay  Leader  for 
Stewardship  and  Finance;  and  John 
Trotter,  New  Iberia,  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

Eloi  Primeaux,  member  and  Charge 
Lay  Leader  of  the  Bell  City-Hayes  UM 
Church,  was  re-elected  President  of 
United  Methodist  Men. 

Mr.  Matheny,  who  announced  the 
elections,  pointed  out  “that  ...  the 
District  Boards  of  the  Laity  and  their 
officers,  together  with  the  officials  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  are  the  only 
officials  in  the  Methodist  structure 
elected  or  nominated  from  the  grass¬ 
roots  level  .  .  .  they  have  a  correspond¬ 
ing  responsibility  to  support  the  whole 
program  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church." 

Conference  Lay  Leader  for  a  number 
of  years,  Mr.  Matheny  has  served  as 
President  of  the  National  Association  of 
Conference  Lay  Leaders  and  currently  is 
a  member  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Pete  Medak,  pastor  of  the  Crew  Lake 
UM  Church  for  the  past  five  years,  was 
presented  with  a  watch  by  the 
congregation  of  the  church  at  a  reception 
held  in  his  honor  recently.  The 
congregation  noted  that  during  his 
service  the  debt  on  the  church  building 
was  retired  and  the  church  was 
dedicated.  Many  improvements  were 
made  to  the  sanctuary,  eight  new 
members  were  received,  and  all  con¬ 
ference  askings  were  paid  in  five  months. 
Reverend  Medak  goes  to  Woodlawn  UM 
Church  as  pastor.  In  the  photograph  are, 
from  left:  0.  B.  Mitchell,  treasurer; 
Donald  Hillis,  Administrative  Board 
Chairman;  Mr.  Medak;  and  Tommy 
Fuller,  Lay  Leader. 

News  and  notes 


United  Methodist  Women  of  First  UM 
Church,  West  Monroe,  recently  gave  $240 
to  furnish  a  room  at  the  newly 
established  Youth  House  of  Ouachita, 
Inc.  of  West  Monroe,  according  to  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Pjyton. 

The  gift  is  of  particular  significance 
because  of  the  overall  purpose  of  the 
Youth  House.  It  provides  adolescent  girls 
who  have  been  brought  before  the  courts 
in  Ouachita  Parish  on  social  and  moral 
violations,  an  alternative  to  commitment 
to  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Corrections.  The  program  of  the  Home 
will  be  the  early  rehabilitation  and 


prevention  from  returning  to  the  courts 
for  more  serious  violations. 

The  accompanying  picture  includes 
from  left:  Mrs.  Lucille  Goodwin,  UMW 
Vice-President,  presenting  the  check  to 
Mrs.  Pamela  Riser,  President  of  the 
Youth  House. 


of  the  Laity,  with  the  program  em¬ 
phasizing  work  areas  in  which  men  are 
involved  in  their  local  church  and  the 
general  Conference-wide  theme  of 
Evangelism. 

If  you  have  not  already  registered,  you 
may  send  your  registration  to:  Jack 
Ewing,  P.O.  Box  1161,  Alexandria,  La. 
71301.  Registration  charges  are:  $9.00 
without  room;  $12.00  with  room;  $12.00 
with  camper  parking.  Please  make  your 
check  payable,  in  the  appropriate 
amount  to  “Men’s  Retreat,  %  Jack 
Ewing.” 

Members  of  the  planning  committee,  in 
addition  to  Eloi  Primeaux,  chairman, 
are:  Charles  Goodgame,  John  T.  Lundy, 
Gilbert  Wade,  Hubert  Blanchard,  Aden 
Brown,  John  Trotter,  Willie  Joseph,  Joe 
Solomon,  N.  A.  Saladino,  O.  W.  Marrs,  W. 
C.  Patterson,  Woodrow  Atkinson,  Ed 
Gulley,  and  J.  Bergstedt. 

News  from 
Methodist  Hospital, 
New  Orleans 

Currently  in  the  midst  of  a  155-bed 
expansion,  Methodist  Hospital,  New 
Orleans,  has  reported  the  election  of  a 
new  Hospital  Auxiliary  President  and 
naming  of  five  community  leaders  to  the 
Hospital’s  Board  of  Directors. 

Mrs.  R.  H.  DeKay,  Jr.  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Ausciliary  for  1975-76.  The 
Auxiliary  consists  of  more  than  200 
members  and  contributes  more  than 
19,000  volunteer  hours  of  services. 

M.  Kenneth  Schor,  Board  President  of 
the  hospital,  has  announced  the  naming 
of  these  persons  to  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors:  Robert  Aulston,  President  and 
Chief  Executive  Officer,  Republic 
National  Bank;  Jack  T.  Styron, 
President,  Empire  Menhaden  Co.; 
William  Sutton,  Ph.D.,  Chairman, 
Division  of  Natural"  "Sciences  and 
Professor  of  Biology  at  Dillard 
University;  Jerome  Vayda,  Resident 
Manager  and  Second  Vice-president, 
Bache  and  Co.,  Inc.;  and  Mrs.  Claude 
“Monk”  Simons. 

The  hospital  serves  more  than  9,000 
patients  annually. 


around  our  conference 


The  Board  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches  has  voted 
overwhelmingly  its  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  the  House  Bill  which  would 
allow  legalized  gambling  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana.  A  committee  was  appointed 

Plaquemine  First  UM 
presents  “Family 
of  the  Year” 


Margie  Maddin  is  “preacher  for  a  day’ 


When  Mother’s  Day  rolled  around  this 
year,  Larry  Maddin,  pastor  of  Francis 
Asbury-Corbin  churches,  Baton  Rouge, 
decided  to  turn  over  the  pulpit  to  the 
Mother  of  his  children!  Mrs.  Maddin 
(Margie)  whose  children  are  21,  19,  and 
12,  told  the  congregations  that  although 
mothers  are  traditionally  considered  to 
be  “sweet,  gentle,  angelic,”  that  more 
realistically  “  .  .  .  mothers  have  to  be 
more  tough,  strong  and  determined.” 

Margie  Maddin  devoted  much  of  her 
talk  to  the  role  played  by  Mary,  the 
Mother  of  Jesus,  pointing  up  the  strength 
of  this  great  woman. 

Both  congregations  report  a  most 
enthusiastic  reception  of  the  “preacher 
of  the  day.” 


Eflml 

Mrs.  Larry  (Margie)  Maddin 


by  the  Federation  to  work  with  churches 
in  urging  their  membership  to  contact 
their  legislators.  One  suggestion  is  for 
each  member  to  send  one  letter  or  make 
one  phone  call  each  day  to  your  legislator 
and  mayor  to  help  defeat  any  kind  of 
legalized  gambling.  Earlier  this  month 

our  Louisiana  Conference  (as  outlined  in  »»  •  i  fjm* _ •  •  4npi  ¥ VI  9 
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on  record  opposing  the  House  Bill.  YOUR  J 

SUPPORT  IS  NEEDED  TO  DEFEAT 
THIS  BILL. 

An  opportunity  will  be  afforded  busy 
district  superintendents  and  pastors  to 
become  more  familiar  with  UM  Church 
curriculum  resources  in  a  special 
leadership  class,  “Dynamic  Church 
Schools  in  the  Local  Church,”  at  Mt. 

Sequoyah,  July  13-18.  Miss  Margie 
McCarty  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 

Nashville,  is  the  leader.  Educational 

directors,  church  school  superin¬ 
tendents,  and  others  involved  in  the 
church  school  process  are  also  urged  to 
attend. 


After  the  morning  worship,  a  special 
luncheon  was  held  for  all  members  and 
guests.  Included  among  these  were:  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent;  and  former 
pastors  Hugh  Baker,  David  Felder  and 
Marvin  Corley.  Charter  members  and 
members  of  the  original  building  com¬ 
mittee  were  given  special  recognition. 

The  Rev.  George  A.  Duerson  is  pastor 
of  the  Kenner  church. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rex  Aymond, 
Plaquemine  First  UM  Church’s  “Family 
of  the  Year,”  have  been  selected  for  this 
honor  because  of  their  long,  dedicated 
Christian  service  and  contributions  to  the 
church  and  community. 

Active  as  Methodists  for  more  than  60 
years,  they  have  been  members  of  the 
Plaquemine  church  since  1947,  when  they 
moved  to  that  city.  Mr.  Aymond  has 
served  on  the  Administrative  Board, 
Board  of  Trustees,  Finance  Committee, 
and  in  various  other  offices  of  the  church. 
Mrs.  Aymond  has  taught  in  the  Sunday 
School  over  a  long  span  of  time,  and 
included  in  her  activities  is  that  of 
“beautifying”  the  church  altar  with 
flowers.  Both  of  the  Aymonds  are 
identified  with  civic  and  community 
affairs. 

The  photograph  shows  the  Aymonds 
receiving  their  award  of  recognition 
from  Mrs.  Sebastian  Wilbert  of  the 
church. 


New  hope  for  retarded  persons  will  rise 
soon  in  Senatobia,  Miss.,  thanks  to  a 
million-dollar  memorial  fund  to  launch  a 
pioneering  project.  The  original  fund  was 
given  by  the  Paul  Baddour  family  of 
Senatobia.  The  new  center  and  program 
will  be  developed  by  United  Methodist 
Church  agencies,  and  will  include  a 
residential  facility  for  72  retarded  adults 
and  adolescents  and  a  farm  to  provide 
employment  for  residents  at  their  own 
level  of  functional  disability. 


United  Methodist  Film  Service,  a  new 
centralized  film  rental  and  purchase 
system,  began  operation  on  June  1. 
Sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  the  service  includes  UM- 
produced  films  and  some  films  produced 
by  other  organizations.  According  to  an 
announcement  from  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  UM  Publishing 
House  will  no  longer  provide  a  film  rental 
service  through  Cokesbury. 


Pictured  here  are  some  of  the  graduating  seniors  who  are  members  of  Memorial 
UM  Church,  Mathews,  who  were  presented  copies  of  “ The  Way “  by  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  Church.  They  are:  Debra  Breaux,  Becky  Laughlin,  Nancy 
Morris,  and  Allen  Morrison.  Their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Marttn  and  Mrs.  Jane 
West,  President  of  UMW,  are  on  the  back  row.  (Other  seniors,  absent  when  the 
picture  was  taken,  are  Donald  Barrios,  Randy  Foshee,  and  Bill  McDonald.) 

Thibodaux  First  UM  burns  mortage 

First  UM  Church,  Thibodaux  held  a 
Celebration  and  Covenant  Service  for  the 
“Burning  of  the  Mortgage”  of  the 
recently  retired  debt  on  the  Sunday 
School  building,  which  was  built  11  years 
ago  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 

Rupert  Coles.  The  Rev.  Larry  D. 

Robertson  is  the  present  pastor. 

At  the  time  of  the  “burning,”  plans  for 
a  new  parsonage  were  presented  by  the 
Parsonage  Committee.  Those  taking  part 
in  the  ceremonies  were:  J.  D.  Farley, 
organist  ,  Larry  Robertson  ;  and  Trustees 
E.  O.  Campbell,  J.  T.  Claxton,  Sherman 
Wright,  Alton  Farley,  Dan  Knight,  N.  U. 

Richard,  M.  T.  Tatum,  and  Tom  E. 

Williams. 


" Burning  the  Mortgage” 
at  Thibodaux. 
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Why  such  small  ‘victories’? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 

United  Methodist  Church  has  power 
to  offer  more  aid  for  the  unemployed  m&\ 
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Nothing  is  more  basic  to  Christian 
morality  than  the  sanctity  of  life  — 
especially  the  life  God  has  given  human 
beings  in  His  own  image.  Nothing  is  more 
repugnant  to  the  Christian  conscience 
than  acts  of  human  cruelty. 

For  these  —  if  for  no  other  reasons  — 
the  Christian  church  has  always  played  a 
major  advocacy  role  in  attempts  to 
regulate  television  programming  to 
eliminate  useless,  tasteless  and  con¬ 
sistent  displays  of  violence  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

For  most  mainstream  Christians  this 
has  not  meant  total  opposition  to  violence 
in  television  per  se,  but  has  meant 
continuing  objection  to  violence  for  the 
sake  of  violence  and  the  propensity  of 
some  television  programs  to  use  violence 
or  even  implied  violence  on  a  regular 
basis  as  the  solution  to  problems. 

Through  the  years  many  pressures 
have  been  brought  to  bear  on  the 
television  industry  and  some  victories 
have  been  won  by  those  who  call  for  less 
violence  and  more  Christian  concern  in 
the  TV  bill  of  fare.  Yet  in  spite  of  these 
victories,  television  continues  to  be 
excessively  violent. 

One  study  done  on  Saturday  morning 
children’s  programming,  for  instance, 
(see  TM/  UMR,  June  13  issue)  shows 
that  in  spite  of  substantial  changes  in 
programming  over  the  past  several 
years,  there  is  still  no  appreciative 
change  in  the  level  of  violence  on 
programs  directed  to  children.  The  only 
difference  seems  to  be  that  where  a  few 
years  ago  a  cartoon  “monster”  or  an 
animated  detective  was  solving  or 
creating  the  problems  of  the  world 
through  violent  acts,  “Bugs  Bunny”  has 


now  taken  over.  The  violence  is  still 
there. 

In  terms  of  adult  television  (which  is 
often  viewed  by  nearly  as  many  children 
as  adults),  victories  for  those  opposed  to 
excessive  violence  more  often  have  come 
in  the  form  of  “less  gory”  murders  than 
in  fewer  numbers  of  killings  and  in  more 
“for  mature  audiences”  disclaimers 
than  in  more  critical  editing  procedures 

Although  these  “victories”  are 
preferable  to  no  progress  at  all,  they  fall 
considerably  short  of  the  needed  reform. 
And  the  meagerness  of  the  “victories” 
forces  Christians  to  ask  the  question  of 
why,  after  more  than  a  decade  of  efforts, 
has  the  success  been  so  small? 

There  undoubtedly  is  more  than  one 
answer  to  that  question,  but  major 
among  them  must  be  the  silence  of  most 
Christians  as  they  grumble  to  themselves 
year  after  year  about  TV  programming, 
but  rarely  make  themselves  heard 
outside  of  their  living  rooms. 

It  is  an  economic  fact  that  television 
cannot  endure  without  the  acceptance  by 
the  viewers  of  its  programming.  More 
powerful  than  any  regulations  that  could 
be  placed  on  television  by  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  (FCC)  are 
the  individual  voices  of  the  viewing 
public. 

Christians  should  consistently  demand 
programs  which  reflect  high  moral 
values.  Christians  should  consistently 
reject  and  protest  against  programs 
which  glorify  violence  and  promote  a 
degrading  view  of  human  life.  If 
Christians  were  in  fact  doing  this  there 
would  be  no  problem.  Until  they  do,  there 
will  be  no  solution. 


‘Big’ 


issues  vs. 


‘little’ 


issues 


For  the  past  five  weeks  United 
Methodist  conferences  across  the  nation 
have  been  holding  their  annual  meetings. 
By  the  end  of  the  coming  week,  all  73  of 
the  denomination’s  conferences  will  have 
met. 

The  question  now  on  the  minds  of  many 
United  Methodists  cannot  help  but  be: 
“What  did  the  church  do  at  these 
sessions?” 

“The  work  of  God,”  a  few  might  an¬ 
swer  —  but  if  this  year  were  typical,  the 
answer  coming  from  most  church  per¬ 
sons  would  probably  be:  “A  little  of  the 
work  of  God  and  an  awful  lot  of 
housekeeping  chores.” 

It  would  be  atypical  if  most  United 
Methodists  —  both  those  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  annual  conference  actions  and 
those  viewing  activities  from  afar  — 
didn’t  come  away  from  the  sessions  with 
a  certain  sense  of  frustration  and  a 
certain  amount  of  disappointment  that 
more  wasn’t  accomplished  on  the  “big 
issues’’  of  the  day. 

It  is  an  inescapable  fact  that  while 
most  conferences  dealt  with  issues  such 
as  world  hunger,  refugees  or  human 
liberation  of  one  form  or  another  —  most 
time  was  not  spent  on  these  items.  Most 
of  the  time  undoubtedly  was  spent  on 
such  items  as  election  of  general  con¬ 
ference  delegates,  ministerial  pensions, 
conference  mileage  rates,  the  standing 
rules,  or  whether  or  not  the  chairperson 
of  a  commission  should  be  from  the  ranks 
of  the  clergy  or  laity. 

This  fact  shows,  the  critics  claim,  that 
the  church  is  turned  inward.  It  is  more 
concerned  with  keeping  house  than  doing 
the  work  of  God. 

While  such  a  criticism  can  sometimes 
be  valid  and  worth  reflecting  on,  it  is 
dangerous  to  define  the  “work  of  God”  in 
such  a  blanket  fashion. 

What  is  the  work  of  God?  It  definitely  is 
coming  to  grips  with  the  major  issues  of 
the  day,  but  it  also  is  dealing  with  the  less 
glamorous  and  often  less  rewarding 
problems  of  keeping  the  institutional 
church  in  forward  gear.  While  we  should 
never  become  so  inwardly  involved  that 
we  do  not  serve  the  world  as  we  should, 
let  us  also  never  become  so  consumed  by 
the  large  tasks  before  us  that  we  shirk 
the  responsibility  we  have  to  the 
necessary  Housekeeping  chores  of  the 


day. 

Let  us  be  always  open  to  the  criticisms 
that  we  have  not  done  all  of  the  “big” 
things  that  we  could,  but  let  us  never 
underestimate  the  importance  of  what  all 
of  the  little  things  can  add  up  to  be. 


By  LARRY  WOODARD 
As  a  result  of  an  extremely  unstable 
economic  situation  within  the  country, 
the  employment  picture  for  many 
Americans  has  become  very  bleak.  This 
can  be  attested  to  by  the  rising  unem¬ 
ployment  rate  throughout  the  cities  and 
the  nation  in  general. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  within  its  power 
and  capabilities  a  method  and  a 
challenge  to  provide  an  answer  for  many 
people  currently  facing  unemployment 
or  for  those  with  a  desire  to  change  from 
current  employment.  At  this  time, 
however,  current  resources  within  the 
UMC  are  going  untapped. 

Throughout  the  country,  there  are 
literally  thousands  of  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  who  have 
access  to  employment  opportunities  as  a 
result  of  one  of  the  following:  position 
within  a  business  or  industry ;  ownership 
of  a  business,  or  position  within  the 
business  community,  etc. 

At  present,  there  is  no  organized 
method  in  the  UMC  structure  —  either 
within  the  local  church  community,  a 
church  district  or  nationwide  —  to  find 
employment  for  those  persons  out  of 
work  for  whatever  the  reason  or  for  those 
persons  seeking  a  job  change. 
Two-way  services 
Through  such  an  effort,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  would  be  providing 
sorely  needed  service,  not  only  to  in¬ 
dividuals,  but  to  families  as  well  by 
aiding  in  the  solution  to  financial  matters 
and  problems.  In  addition,  the  UMC 
would  be  providing  a  valuable  em¬ 
ployment  service  to  business  and  in¬ 
dustry  throughout  the  country.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  the  UMC  would  be  taking  an 
extremely  positive  step  in  the  areas  of 
social  concerns. 

This  program  while  not  designed 
primarily  to  serve  the  minority  com- 
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munity,  would,  however,  supplement  and 
overlap  current  UMC  minority  programs 
and  efforts. 

Simply  stated,  the  purpose  of  the 
program  outlined  as  follows  is  to  provide 
employment  for  those  persons  who  are 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
or  individuals  recommended  by  church 
members  or  staff. 

Suggestion:  Create  a  job  clearinghouse 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  be 
funded  by  the  UMC  and  coordinated  by  a 
national  headquarters  office,  preferably 
located  within  the  central  region  of  the 
United  States. 

Method  of  operation 

1.  This  project  would  be  funded  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  with  financial 
assistance  coming  from  employers 
participating  in  the  program. 

2.  A  national  headquarters  office 
would  be  set  up  within  the  central  portion 
of  the  United  States,  and  staffed  initially 
by  an  administrator  and  two  clerical 
employees. 

3.  Each  local  United  Methodist 
Church  would  set  up  files  on  members  in 
that  church  who  have  access  to  em¬ 
ployment  opportunities  within  their  own 
business  or  industry.  Each  member 
volunteering  for  the  program  would  be 
asked  to  complete  a  form  providing 
essential  information. 

4.  A  city -wide  administrator  would  be 
designated  to  handle  input  from  United 
Methodist  Churches  within  that 
respective  city.  Copies  of  the  information 
forms  from  each  church  would  be  sent  to 
the  city-wide  administrator  and  would  be 
filed  according  to  the  type  of  position 
available.  The  city-wide  administrator 
would  be  a  staff  member  of  a  selected 
United  Methodist  Church  within  that 
city. 

5.  All  forms  sent  to  the  city-wide 
administrator  would  be  categorized  by 
type  of  employment  available.  For 
example:  banking,  insurance,  sales,  etc. 
Therefore,  each  UMC  within  that  city 
would  have  access  to  employment  leads 
available  through  other  United  Methodist 
Church  members  throughout  the  entire 
city. 

6.  The  national  office  also  would 
receive  a  copy  of  each  form  and  would 
categorize  these  listings  by  use  of  a 
central  filing  system.  In  this  way,  em¬ 
ployment  could  be  located  for  an  in- 
dividual(s)  moving  from  city  to  city. 

7.  Employment  opportunities  would 
not  be  limited  to  those  persons  currently 
holding  membership  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  would  be  made 
available  to  those  persons  recommended 
by  UMC  members,  staff,  minority 
organizations,  etc. 

8.  A  business  or  industry  utilizing  the 
service  of  this  operation  and  accepting* 


person (s)  recommended  through  the 
program  would  be  asked  to  make  a 
voluntary  contribution,  not  to  exceed  a 
set  amount  such  as  $100  (example  only). 
This  money  would  be  used  to  defray  costs 
of  the  national  and  local  programs. 

9.  Those  persons  currently  employed 
but  seeking  other  employment  and  who 
are  placed  through  the  service  also  would 
be  asked  voluntarily  to  donate  an  amount 
not  to  exceed  a  set  figure. 


10.  The  national  office  would  be 
responsible  for  the  setting  up  of 
arrangements  with  large,  national 
companies  and  business  firms  in  order  to 
seek  their  cooperation  and  participation 
in  this  program.  In  other  words,  a  large 
company  would  agree  to  accept  such 
persons  for  interviews  for  employment 
within  local  offices,  stores,  etc.  They 
would  be  under  no  obligation  to  accept 
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Larry  Woodard 
the  individual,  but  would  agree  to  in¬ 
terview  the  person  should  a  position 
become  available  requiring  the  skills  and  . 
talents  held  by  the  individual  in  question. 
Again,  they  would  agree  to  pay  a 
voluntary  amount. 

11.  The  national  office  would  also 
handle  all  public  relations  activities, 
publicity  and  public  information  efforts 
within  the  church  and  communities  in¬ 
volving  the  program.  These  would  be  in 
addition  to  all  other  normal  ad¬ 
ministrative  activities. 

"Here  1  Stand"  ts  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Larry 
Woodard,  is  a  member  of  the  Richland 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Richardson, 
Texas,  North  Texas  Conference. 


“Rainy  Day  People”:  Gordon  Light- 
foot  describes  them  in  a  song  that  has 
peaked  the  hit  music  charts.  “Rainy  Day 
People”  are  the  folks  who’ll  stand  by  you 
through  thick  and  thin,  the  good 
listeners,  the  ones  who  love  you  no 
matter  how  miserably  rotten  you  really 
are.  We  all  know  “Rainy  Day  People.” 

Nowhere  in  this  song  is  God  or  the 
church  or  religion  mentioned.  Yet,  are 
not  an  “I-care-about-you”  attitude,  a 
willingness  to  lend  an  ear  and  an  un¬ 
swerving  love  characteristics  of  Christ? 
Should  they  not  also  characterize  His 
people?  If  one  looks  beneath  con¬ 
temporary  music’s  secular  surface,  he’ll 
sometimes  discover  some  down-to-earth 
descriptions  of  Christian  values  —  some 
priceless  treasures  for  today’s  church. 

That  secular  music  has  a  message  for 
modern  churchpersons  is  nothing  new. 
Ambrose  of  Milan  utilized  the  marching 
rhythm  of  fourth  century  Roman  soldiers 
and  incorporated  it  into  “Splendor  of 
God’s  Glory  Bright”  (#  290  of  The 
Methodist  Hymnal).  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
walked  and  talked  among  the  villagers, 
and  his  hymn,  “All  Creatures  of  Our  God 
and  King”  (#60),  speaks  the  vernacular 
of  the  commoner.  Folk  melodies  formed 
the  basis  of  Martin  Luther’s  centuries-old 
songs  (#  20,  281,  438,  526). 

But  let’s  board  a  time  machine  and 
step  into  the  1970s.  “Everything  is 
Beautiful,”  made  popular  by  Ray 
Stevens,  ushered  in  the  decade.  “What 
the  World  Needs  Now  is  Love”  (Burt 
Bacharach,  1965)  and  “You've  Got1  a. 
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To  the  Editor 
We  Methodists  make  much  of  our 
pluralistic  church.  (My  Webster’s 
Approved  Dictionary  —  1941  edition  — 
defines  pluralism  as  “the  doctrine  that 
there  are  more  than  two  causative  in¬ 
fluences  directing  the  universe:  opposed 
to  monism;  holding  two  or  more  offices 
at  the  same  time;  quality  of  being 
plural.”) 

I  have  always  assumed  we  meant  by 
pluralism  the  latter  part  of  this 
definition,  but  do  we  perhaps  mean  the 
first  sentence  instead? 

We  must  mean  that  we  believe  in  “the 
doctrine  that  there  are  more  than  two 
causative  influences  directing  the 
universe.”  How  else  can  we  explain  the 
many-sided,  ever-shifting  image  of 
Christ  we  hold  up  before  our  people?  Like 
Silly  Putty,  this  Christ  picks  up  the  image 
of  anything  to  which  He  is  pressed  and 
can  be  stretched,  twisted,  moulded  and 
shaped  to  any  design. 

If  our  people  want  to  broaden  their 
minds  and  loosen  their  morals  another 
turn,  some  of  our  ministers  and  leaders 
will  obligingly  trot  out  and  hold  up  a 
Christ  who  not  only  loves  all  people  and 
forgives  all  sin  without  being  asked,  but 
approves  of  sin.  “For  God  so  loved  the 
world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son.”  Period. 

And  the  really  sad  part  of  all  this  is  —  a 
great  many  of  our  church  members  are 
either  new  beginners  in  Christ,  or  they 
are  only  nominal  Christians.  They  may 
attend  church  often,  but  still  never  do 
any  study  or  reading  on  their  own.  They 
may  be  very  happy  to  accept  this  dish¬ 
water  Divinity,  and  never  look  beyond  it, 
or  realize  that  Christ  set  standards  for 
His  people. 

They  may  never  understand  that  these 
standards  and  requirements  are  not 
concerned  first  with  housing,  food, 
clothing  and  education,  but  with  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  inner  man.  Jesus 
says  in  John  15:10:  “If  ye  keep  my 
commandments  ye  shall  abide  in  my  love 
even  as  I  have  kept  my  Father’s  com¬ 
mandments  and  abide  in  His  love.”  And 
the  second  half  of  John  3:16  is  —  “that 
whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not 
perish  but  have  eternal  life.” 

Why,  when  we  Methodists  today  so 
desperately  need  a  clear,  vital  Christ  — 
an  unmistakably  awesome  and  Holy 
Christ  —  why  must  we  play  that  old  shell 
game? 

“The  Christ  you  want  is  under  this  shell 
—  nope,  try  this  one!  Not  there  either! 
Well,  let’s  make  you  one,  a  new  Jesus.” 

When  will  we  understand  that  we 
cannot  save  man  by  improving  his  living 
standards  —  that  we  cannot  permanently 
improve  his  housing  until  Christ  im¬ 
proves  his  heart.  And  Christ  cannot 
reach  man’s  heart  if  man  doesn’t  know 
that’s  what  Jesus  Christ  wants:  his 


heart,  his  love,  his  obedience.  “Seek  ye 
first  the  Kingdom  of  God  .  .  .  and  all 
these  things  (i.e.  food,  clothing,  material 
goods)  shall  be  added  unto  you.” 

How  can  the  United  Methodist  Church 
help  lead  its  people  to  Jesus  Christ  by 
accepting,  condoning  and  approving  of 
sins  which  Jesus  condemns?  Which  shell 
of  the  many  we  handle  hides  Christ? 

Mary  Lou  Maxfield 
Admire,  Kansas 

Word  gender  shouldn't 
be  an  obsession 

To  the  Editor: 

I  should  like  to  state  my  feelings  on 
certain  Christian  words,  the  gender  of 
which  seems  to  have  become  an  ob¬ 
session  with  the  Rev.  Kathryn  Pigg, 
based  on  her  “Here  I  Stand”  letter  of 
June  4. 

"Fellowship,”  despite  the  inclusion  of 
the  word  "fellow,”  was  always  a 
feminine  word  to  me.  It  meant  having  tea 
with,  and  smiling  at,  the  little  old  ladies 
in  the  church  parlor. 

After  being  a  Methodist  for  40  years,  I 
accidently  stumbled  into  one  of  those 
rare  Methodist  churches  where  Jesus 
Christ  is  preached  instead  of  pluralism, 
philosophy,  psychology  and  politics. 
.After  I  was  introduced  to  Jesus  and  gave 
Him  my  life,  I  became  a  born-again 
Christian. 

Now  “fellowship”  is  synonymous  with 
"joy"  —  the  joy  of  sharing  Jesus  with 
others  who  love  Him,  including  those 
precious  little  old  ladies ! 

I  could  say  something  about  the 
“personhood  of  people  under  the 
parenthood  of  the  Supreme  Being,”  but  I 
think  the  point  is  made. 

I  hope  Ms.  Pigg’s  letter  was  written  in 
jest.  Mine  wasn’t. 

John  E.  Anderson 
Dallas,  Texas 

More  inspirational 
material  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  print  more  inspirational  litera¬ 
ture  in  your  paper. 

With  the  many  pastors  represented, 
there  should  be  a  wealth  of  qualified 
writers.  A  sermon  in  each  issue  would  be 
appreciated. 

Where  do  we  Methodists  find  spiritual 
enrichment? 

Mrs.  Charles  Piper 
Wray,  Colorado 

Manhattan  impressions 

challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  struck  by  the  irony  contained  in 
two  items  which  appeared  in  your  May  30 
issue. 

The  first  was  a  “TM/  UMR  Beat” 


article  recounting  “Evening  impressions 
while  strolling  in  Manhattan.”  The 
person  strolling  noted  individuals 
jostling  their  way  through  an  en¬ 
vironment  filled  with  the  signs  of 
violence,  exploitation,  greed  and  sin.  No 
one  seemed  consciously  concerned  with 
the  deeper  questions  of  life  —  though  the 
observer  felt  these  questions  were  being 
raised  by  the  empty  looks  on  their  faces. 

The  second  item  is  a  cartoon  in  which  a 
self-satisfied  individual  states,  “We  need 
to  re-examine  our  Christian  posture 
often.  I  hope  I  always  keep  my  power  of 
self-criticism  .  .  .  There’s  just  one 
problem  —  I  never  find  anything  wrong 
with  me.” 

Such  irony.  Next  time  you’re  in  the  big 
city  without  a  conference  agenda,  try  a 
stroll  past  the  Guggenheim,  Lincoln 
Center  or  the  Met.  Perhaps  the  faces  you 
chose  to  see  on  old  Broadway  were 
merely  a  reflection  of  your  own. 

...  Nancy  Brode 

(Address  not  given) 

Reflections  on  post- 
Christian  era 
To  the  Editor: 

In  view  of  our  present  day  expressed  in 
the  “Manhattan  impressions”. 
(TM/  UMR,  May  30)  comes  close  to 
touching  on  what  I  have  tried  to  relate  to 
for  many  years.  I  would  not  call  this  a 
“post-Christian”  era;  I  would  simply  say 
that  like  many  other  concepts  (love, 
freedom,  truth,  etc.)  our  meaning  for  the 
word  “Christian”  has  gradually  changed 
over  the  centuries.  One  thing  which 
seems  difficult  to  see  is  that  any  holy 
scripture  is  both  literal  and  symbolic  at 
the  same  time.  And  symbolism,  of 
course,  requires  interpretation. 

And  the  eternal  story  of  religion  seems 
to  be  that  when  any  religion  becomes 
highly  organized  and  widely  accepted,  it 
becomes  more  and  more  colored  with 
human  interpretation.  Of  course  we 
strive  to  deny  that  by  ascribing  to  our 
religion  a  certain  divine  infallibility 
(which  is  also  human  interpretation)  and 
eventually  we  are  left  with  hardly  more 
than  a  rather  immature  form  of  idol- 
worship. 

As  I  have  circulated  around  for  20  or  30 
years  and  explored  some  of  the  more 
unorthodox  movements,  I  find  that  a  few 
of  them  have  found  ways  of  re¬ 
establishing  some  of  the  very  basic 
concepts  and  teachings  much  closer  to 
the  original  Christianity  than  what  we 
now  find  in  any  of  our  popular  churches.  I 
also  find  such  people  holding  a  much 
deeper,  more  practical,  sincere  and 
healthy  respect  for  Jesus.  (I  do  not  refer 
to  any  of  the  radical  or  freak-type 
groups.) 


So  my  conclusion  is  that  these  days  of 
traumatic  transition  are  like  similar 
periods  in  past  history  when  the  essence 
of  divine  truth  was  reduced  to  a  smaller, 
more  obscure  place  until  it  could  emerge 
again  —  perhaps  under  a  different  name. 

C.  M.  Gordon 

Southlake,  Texas 

Quotas  on  Jesus’  name 
are  meaningless 

To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  that  Betty  Lou  Bennett  expressed 
a  very  valid  concern  regarding  the 
number  of  times  Jesus  is  mentioned  in 
your  newspaper  (TM/  UMR,  May  30). 
However,  the  way  in  which  she  expressed 
her  concern  is  somewhat  symptomatic  of 
an  age  which  sees  success  and  hope  in 
terms  of  controllable  quotas.  Our  modern 
society  tends  to  regard  quantity  with 
highest  esteem,  i.e.  the  more  times  Jesus 
Christ  is  mentioned,  the  more  Christian 
TM/  UMR  is. 

Such  a  standpoint  would  be  fine,  were  it 
not  for  such  disturbing  passages  as,  “Not 
everyone  who  says  to  me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,’ 
shall  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he 
who  does  the  will  of  my  Father  who  is  in 
heaven,”  (Matt.  7:21,  RSV).  It  would 
seem  that  the  Savior  seeks  the  depth  of 
radical  conversion  of  life  rather  than  a 
verbal  display. 

Our  words  and  language,  that  which  is 
found  in  scripture  and  elsewhere,  are 
useful  and  necessary  tools.  However,  it 
seems  to  be  the  human  tendency  to  view 
words  and  language  as  a  means  of 
control.  We  assume  that  a  word  or  a 
name  serves  as  a  blueprint  for  total 
understanding.  We  assume  that  we  have 
God  captured  between  the  covers  of  the 
Holy  Bible  through  various  names  and 
descriptions. 

Sometimes  we  fail  to  realize  that  the 
power  of  God  in  Christ,  through  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  something  we  can  never  hope  to 
control,  through  the  words  we  use, 
through  the  number  of  times  we  say 
“Jesus”  or  through  any  other  means. 
The  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  moves  in 
strange,  new,  startling,  unexpected  and 
exciting  ways,  in  every  facet  of  our  in¬ 
dividual  and  corporate  lives.  We  cannot 
control  its  radical  nature;  it  is  for  us  to  be 
attuned  to  and  part  of  its  movement. 

Most  often,  I  feel  TM/  UMR  seems  to 
feel  out  the  pulse  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at 
work  in  our  world.  I  think  it  is  the  lack  of 
this  endeavor  which  is  the  root  of  the 
congregational  powerlessness  which  Ms. 
Bennett  perceives.  I  am  thankful  your 
paper  is  more  concerned  with  this  en¬ 
deavor  than  with  the  number  of  times  the 
word  “Jesus”  is  mentioned  in  your 
paper. 

Geoffrey  W.  Posegate 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 


Barb  Berg 
Friend”  (Carole  King,  1971)  convey 
almost  the  same  message  as  “Love 
Divine,  All  Loves  Excelling”  (Charles 
Wesley)  and  “What  a  Friend  We  Have  in 
Jesus”  (Joseph  M.  Scriven,  1820-1886). 
Sure,  the  Bacharach  and  King  songs 
don’t  specifically  refer  to  Christ.  But 
does  this  detract  from  their  message  for 
contemporary  Christianity? 

For  too  long  the  church  has  afforded 
the  organ  a  supreme  position  in  the 
sanctuary.  Guitars,  percussion  in¬ 
struments  and  multimedia  devices  have 
been  swept  under  the  rug,  only  to  be 
brought  out  for  an  occasional  youth 
celebration. 

Success  of  church  music  depends 
significantly  upon  its  effectiveness  in 
corporate  worship.  In  1955  Geoffrey 
Beaumont  composed  what  he  termed  a 
“Folk  Song  Mass.”  His  primary  goal  was 
to  reinstate,  the  congregation  as  active 
participants  in  liturgical  worship. 
Through  twentieth  century  musical 
forms,  styles  and  practices,  he  employed 
folk,  gospel,  jazz,  pop  and  rock  songs  and 
informal  settings  to  further  enhance  the 
worship  experience. 

Not  only  does  "secular”  music  deserve 
to  play  a  more  active  part  in  religious 
worship;  to  many  of  today’s  church- 
persons  —  particularly  youth  —  tradi¬ 
tional  hymnody  is  speaking  an  archaic 
language. 

Hymn-singing  assumes  a  vital  and 
unique  role  in  the  worship  service.  Yet,  if 
one  really  concentrates  on  the  words  to 
many  of  the  "time-tested”  hymns,  he’ll 
probably  begin  feeling  uncomfortably 
hypocritical.  Consider,  for  example,  the 
hymns  that  speak  of  giving  up  everything 
for  God  (no,  not  what  one  can  spare  after 
he’s  paid  the  bills),  genuinely  rejecting 
the  world’s  riches  (how  many  religious 
recluses  do  you  know?)  and  tolerating 
religious  persecution  (how  can  we  as 
Americans  identify  with  gas  chambers 
and  martyrdom?) 

Or,  think  about  these  lyrics: 

"His  voice  sublime  is  heard  afar; 

In  distant  peals  it  dies; 

He  yokes  the  whirlwind  to  his  car 
And  sweeps  the  howling  skies.” 

The  source?  “The  Lord  Our  God  is 
Clothed  with  Might”  (#  32),  composed, 
incidentally,  in  1820,  years  before  Henry 
Ford  decided  to  replace  the  horse.  Given 
a  vivid  imagination,  one  can  visualize  a 
white-bearded,  godly  character  speeding 
through  the  clouds  in  His  Mercedes-Benz. 
Surely,  this  wasn’t  the  composer’s 
original  intention. 

No  pastor  in  his/  her  right  mind  would 
consider  sermonizing  in  Chaucerian 
English.  No  one  would  get  the  message. 
Why,  then,  does  the  church  often  insist  on 
speaking  a  pre-twentieth  century 
language  through  its  hymns? 

Wayne  Pederson,  writing  in 
Christianity  Today  magazine,  said  that 
"Christian  music  should  be  the  spon-' 
taneous  reaction  of  a  life  touched  by 
Christ.”  The  Psalm  writer  had  a  similar 
idea :  "Praise  the  Lord  .  .  .  Sing  to  him  a 
new  song  .  .  .  Clap  your  hands,  all 
peoples !  Shout  to  God  with  loud  songs  of 
joy!” 

What  the  church  needs  to  ponder,  just 
as  much  as  the  value  of  secular  music  for ; 
her  ministry  —  often  an  untapped 
resource  —  is  the  true  message  which  her 
long-accepted  hymns  have  for  con¬ 
temporary  Christianity. 

-BARB  BERG 


May  We  Have 
40  Minutes 
of  Your  Time? 


Visit  us  on  your  next  trip  to  Nash¬ 
ville.  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  (one  of  4  United 
Methodist  general  agencies  located 
in  NashviHe) 

Plant  tours  scheduled  at  10  a.m. 
and  2  p.m.,  Monday  through 

Friday,  for  persons  of  high  school 
age  and  above — individuals,  fam¬ 
ilies,  church  groups. 

To  arrange  your  tour,  write  or  call 
our  Public  Relations  Department, 
201  Eighth  Ave.,  S.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202.  Phone  (615)  749-6344.  For 
tours  of  all  United  Methodist 
Agencies;  write:  TOURS,  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 
Phone  (615)  327-2700. 

You'll  get  a  quick  response! 
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j  Television  programs 
j  brew  controversy 


£  EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Television  —  is 
it  a  saint  or  a  sinner?  Opinions  vary 
•:  both  inside  and  outside  the  in- 
ij  stitutional  church.  The  following 
£  stories  look  at  the  electronic  media 
£  from  different  perspectives.  An 
£  editorial  on  the  subject  appears  on 
|  Page  2  of  this  issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

|  Guidelines  for 
l  group-learning 
I  via  TV  stressed 

£  TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

•:  Don’t  just  knock  it,  join  it  —  that 

£  may  be  the  philosophy  for  local 
£  churches  to  take  toward  television, 
£  says  a  recent  issue  of  the  Mass  Media 
£  Ministries’  newsletter. 

£  In  a  May  26  feature  entitled  “Be 
Media  Wise!  —  Television  for  Group 
:•  Learning,”  associate  editor  Janice 
•:  York  warns  churches  they  may  be 
:•  overlooking  the  opportunities  for 
£  group-learning  that  TV  provides. 

£  Here  are  some  of  the  guidelines  she 
£  offers: 

•:  (1)  Consider  a  television  set  a 

:•  standard  part  of  your  church  audio- 
•I  visual  equipment.  A  large  screen  set 
:•  can  be  mounted  high  enough  in  an 
£  assembly  room  for  easy  viewing  by  a 
£  large  group.  Portable  sets  can  be 
£  brought  in  as  needed  for  smaller 
£  groups. 

£  (2)  Explore  television  program- 

£  ming  possibilities  for  Sunday  and 
:•  through  the  week  specials.  Many 
•:  excellent  programs  for  group  viewing 
£  and  discussion  are  available. 

£  (3)  In  addition  to  television  movies, 

£  dramatic  specials  and  documen¬ 
ts  taries,  view  regular  series  programs 
£  (such  as  Rhoda,  The  Waltons,  Kojak, 
:•  Maude,  S.W.A.T.,  etc.)  as  a  group. 
•:  Afterwards  explore  specific  charac- 
£  ters,  themes  and  situations  for  subtle 
£  or  explicit  statements  of  personal  and 
£  social  values. 

£  (4)  Ask  parents  of  young  children  to 

£  spend  an  hour  or  so  on  a  Saturday 
£  morning  at  the  church  to  view  and 
•:  discuss  the  animated  cartoons  (and 
:•  commercials)  their  children  watch 
£  regularly.  Discuss  the  positive  and 
£  negative  influences  of  television 
£  viewing  on  young  children.  Show  the 
£  film  “But  First,  This  Message,”  an 
£  analysis  and  commentary  on 
•:  children’s  tv  programming. 

£  (5)  Talk  back  to  your  television! 

•:  After  viewing  a  particular  program, 
:£  elicit  responses  from  the  group  and 
£  write  to  the  network  and  the  com- 
$  mercial  sponsor.  Let  the  networks 
£  know  you  are  more  than  a  passive 
£  consumer. 

£  (6)  Encourage  parents  in  your 

church  to  promote  selective  television 
viewing  in  the  home.  Emphasize  the 
fact  that  television  provides  a  definite 
input  —  positive  or  negative  —  in  the 
:£  development  of  personal  values. 

£  (7)  As  a  church- wide  project,  ask 

each  family  to  keep  a  television  log  for 
>•  a  week  (noting  programs  viewed  and 
by  whom);  tally  the  total  number  of 
£  viewing  hours  by  each  family ;  publish 
£  and  evaluate  the  results  of  the  survey. 
:£  (8)  Be  media-wise!  Become  more 

£  aware  of  the  creative  potential  and 
£  negative  influence  of  television  in  the 
£  subtle  shaping  of  psyches. 


Public  hearings  ;i 
advocated  on 
TV  violence 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  A  Southern  £ 
Baptist  official  was  among  com-  :• 
munity  leaders  here  who  called  on  the  £ 
Federal  Communications  Com-  £ 
mission  (FCC)  to  begin  immediate  £ 
public  hearings  on  sex  and  violence  on  £ 
television. 

“As  parents  we  are  tired  of  being  •: 
embarrassed  when  we  sit  down  to  :• 
watch  television  with  our  children  £ 
only  to  be  bombarded  with  unhealthy  £ 
presentations  of  sex,  sadistic  £ 
depictions  of  violence,  tasteless  dirty  £ 
jokes  and  incessant  profanity,”  said  :• 
Harry  N.  Hollis,  Jr.,  director  of  •: 
special  moral  concerns  for  the  £ 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  £ 
Commission.  £ 

He  was  one  of  the  participants  at  a  £ 
public  service  hearing  here  sponsored  £ 
by  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Link  of  Nashville,  a  j: 
United  Methodist  minister  and  Father  :• 
Morton  A.  Hill,  S.  J.  of  New  York,  •: 
national  president  of  Morality  in  > 
Media,  Inc.  £ 

Mr.  Hollis  said  although  he  came  to  £ 
the  hearing  as  a  “friend  of  television  £ 
there  are  many  of  us  deeply  pained  by  :£ 
the  continuing  exploitation  of  sex  and  > 
violence  on  television.”  :£ 

He  said  the  networks  are  wrong  in  :• 
insisting  that  there  is  no  definitive  •: 
evidence  that  violence  on  television  :• 
causes  people  to  act  violently.  £ 

“I  can  assure  you,”  Mr.  Hollis  said,  £ 
“that  these  same  network  officials  do  £ 
not  say  this  to  advertisers.  They  don’t  •: 
tpll  advertisers  that  television  will  not  :• 
motivate  people  to  buy  products.”  < 
The  Southern  Baptist  director  urged  £ 
the  FCC  to  “hold  hearings  to  deter-  £ 
mine  how  this  exploitation  of  sex  and  £ 
violence  can  be  eliminated.  These  :• 
hearings  should  be  held  im-  •: 
mediately.”  :• 

The  Nashville  meeting  is  the  second  £ 
in  a  series  planned  by  Mr.  Link  and  £ 
Father  Morton,  two  members  of  the  £ 
former  Presidential  Commission  on  £ 
Obscenity  and  Pornography.  £ 

They  hold  that  the  FCC  has  not  ■: 
listened  to  the  desires  and  opinions  of  >• 
the  public  in  dealing  with  sex  and  £ 
violence  on  TV,  and  further,  that  the  £ 
FCC  has  no  immediate  plans  to  listen  £ 
to  the  voice  of  the  people  through  •: 
hearings.  :• 


Await  board  approval 


Homosexuality ,  marijuana 
proposals  take  first  step 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
Tentative  proposals  to  revise  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  stands  on 
homosexuality,  health  care  and 
marijuana  have  gone  through  the  first  of 
several  steps  on  their  way  to  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

Drafts  on  several  social  issues  have 
been  discussed  and  under  gone  straw 
votes  in  the  Division  of  General  Welfare, 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Before  they 
become  board  recommendations, 
however,  the  drafts  must  be  approved  by 
the  division,  by  the  board’s  legislative 
committee  and  by  the  board  itself,  at  its 
October  annual  meeting. 

Delegation 

count 

CHICAGO  [UMC]  -  The  following 
information  has  been  compiled  on 
delegations  elected  at  press  time  for 
the  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  1976.  The  figures  represent 
reports  from  49  of  the  church’s  73 
annual  conferences.  A  final  set  of 
figures  will  be  printed  by  TM/  UMR 
as  the  information  is  available. 

Total  delegates  elected:  530 
Women  elected:  117  [up  43  from 
1972] 

Clergy  women  elected:  5  [none  in 
1972] 

Delegations  headed  by  laymen:  8 
Delegations  headed  by  iaywomen:  8 
Delegations  containing  no  women :  2 
[North  Dakota  and  Northwest  Texas] 
Statistics  also  show  that  eight 
conferences  which  elected  women  to 
delegations  for  1976  had  no  women  on 
the  delegations  in  1972.  Over -all,  55.6 
per  cent  of  the  delegates  elected  so  far 
will  be  serving  at  General  Conference 
for  the  first  time. 


Several  proposals  deal  also  with  varied 
issues  of  crime,  justice  and  penal  reform. 
The  division  chairman,  Bishop  Wilbur  W. 
Y.  Choy  of  Seattle,  said  the  drafts  are  in 
the  hands  of  all  board  members  for 
study. 

The  projected  change  regarding 
homosexuality  would  revise  the  portion 
of  the  Social  Principles  statement 
adopted  in  1972  that  says  “we  do  not 
condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
and  consider  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  heritage"  to  “We  welcome 
the  homosexual  as  we  welcome  the 
heterosexual  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

It  also  would  add  sections  opposing 
discrimination  against  homosexuals  or 
any  other  minority  “as  inimical  to  the 
spiritual  and  mental  health  not  only  of 
the  affected  minority  but  of  the  com¬ 
munity  as  a  whole”  and  calling  for 
support  of  “the  growing  numbers  of 
clergy  and  laity  who  are  homosexual  and 
who  decline  to  hide  this  important  facet 
of  their  lives.” 

The  thrust  of  the  health  care  proposal 
would  be  to  up-date  information  on  health 
needs,  to  stress  further  the  rights  of  all 
persons  to  “equal  access  to  the  best 
available  health  care”  and  to  clarify 
possible  ambiguities  in  the  1972 
resolutions.  It  emphasizes  the  division’s 
stance  that  only  national  social  insurance 
can  provide  such  equal  access,  rather 
than  combinations  with  private  in¬ 
surance. 

Pointing  out  that  “there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  harmless  drug”  and  that  more 
knowledge  is  needed  regarding  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  marijuana  use,  the  suggested 
statement  urges  use  of  such  knowledge 
“to  warn  users  and  not  to  brand  them  as 
criminals.”  It  recommends  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  marijuana  but  the 
removal  of  criminal  penalties  for  its 
possession  for  personal  use. 


Refugees  bring  challenge,  hope 

TM/UMR  talks  to  four  U.M.  sponsors  of  Vietnamese  families 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

After  what  one  United  Methodist  relief 
official  termed  a  “slow  as  molasses" 
start,  Southeast  Asian  refugee  families 
are  finally  beginning  to  trickle  out  of 
resettlement  camps  and  into  the  210  U.M. 
local  churches  which  have  agreed  to 
sponsor  them. 

Government  security  clearance 
procedures  at  “about  six  bureaucratic 
levels”  are  now  speeding  up  a  bit,  says 
Dr.  James  Thomas,  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR). 

As  the  congregations  geared  up  for  the 
tasks  ahead,  TM/  UMR  last  week  talked 
with  a  handful  of  sponsors  about  their 
decision  to  resettle  a  family  and  about 
some  of  the  problems  they  see.  Why  were 
they  doing  this?  What  arrangements  had 
been  made?  How  was  it  going  so  far? 

How  successful  the  refugee  reset¬ 
tlement  project  will  be  is  still  conjecture, 
of  course.  Only  after  families  are  settled 
awhile  will  families  and  congregations 
alike  be  able  to  assess  the  adjustment 
they’ve  made  to  one  another. 

But  there’s  no  question  about  the 
commitment  required,  says  the  Rev. 
Larry  Snow,  pastor  of  Community  UMC, 
Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.,  the  first  local 
church  to  say  yes  to  UMCOR’s  appeal  for 
sponsors. 

“It’s  not  a  question  of  weighing 
priorities.  We  are  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  we  are  ready,”  Mr.  Snow  said. 

To  Mr.  Harry  Simmons,  refugee 
committee  chairman  at  Atwater  UMC, 
Ca.,  it  just  makes  good  Christian  sense  to 
sponsor  a  family.  “We  aren’t  do- 
gooders,”  he  said.  “It’s  only  Christian  to 
help  give  people  a  second  start.  And  the 
point  is  to  make  these  people  self- 
sufficient  as  soon  as  possible.” 

Help  coming  from 
many  quarters 

Help  is  coming  from  many  quarters, 
Mr.  Simmons  said,  to  prepare  for  the 
family  already  assigned  to  his  church. 
One  couple  in  the  congregation  has 
donated  the  use  of  an  apartment  at  less 
than  half  the  normal  rent,  to  house  the  six 
family  members  who  were  expected  last 


week.  A  temporary  job  in  a  cannery  is 
waiting  for  the  .husband,  along  with 
several  other  offers  in  his  own  field  of 
accounting. 

Nearby  colleges,  a  Baptist  church,  and 
the  family  service  agency  at  Carswell 
Air  Force  Base  have  all  volunteered  to 
help  where  needed.  Seven  or  eight 
Vietnamese  families  in  the  area  will  also 
be  on  hand  for  moral  support. 

“Our  community  is  70  percent 
military,”  Mr.  Simmons  said,  “so  we 
have  a  kind  of  built-in  international 
concern.”  This  seems  equally  true  of  his 
church,  which  has  sponsored  a  Cam¬ 
bodian  family,  three  Ugandan  families 
and  exchange  students. 

Mr.  Snow  believes  that  Poughkeepsie, 
too,  has  the  kind  of  cosmopolitan  make¬ 
up  that  brings  enthusiastic  support  for 
the  refugee  resettlement  effort. 

“We  have  involved  four  other 
Poughkeepsie  churches  in  the  current 
resettlement  effort,”  the  pastor  told 
TM/  UMR,  “and  we  hope  we  can 
develope  a  Vietnamese  community 
here.” 

Task  forces  hard  at  work 

Once  committed  —  “and  yes,  we  are 
committed,”  —  there’s  still  a  lot  of 
concrete  planning  to  be  done,  he  said. 
Community  Church  has  five  or  six  task 
forces,  working  to  supply  all  the  im¬ 
mediate  needs  of  transplanted  families : 
housing,  clothing,  transportation,  jobs, 
information  about  cooking  and  shopping, 
schools  and  language. 

“We  must  be  sensitive,  not  just  ef¬ 
ficient,”  Mr.  Snow  noted,  citing  housing 
as  an  example.  “At  first,  we  need  to  wrap 
our  arms  around  them,  take  them  into 
our  homes  for  a  month  or  two.  But  soon 
they’ll  need  to  be  more  on  their  own  — 
perhaps  in  a  temporary  apartment  one  of 
our  colleges  has  offered  to  loan.  Then  by 
fall,  maybe  they  and  we  together  can  see 
that  they  get  into  a  rented  house.” 

Religious  and  cultural  sensitivities  are 
important,  too,  he  noted.  We  need  to  put 
them  in  touch  with  their  own  religious 
experience.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Bacon  of  Westville, 
Inc.  have  opened  their  home  to  a  young 


Church’s  ‘head  start’ 


project  aids  refugees 


By  BARBARA  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

HOUSTON,  Tx.  —  “The  issue  is  not 
whether  the  Vietnamese  people  should  be 
in  the  United  States  or  whether  they 
should  be  sent  home.  As  the  Biblical 
narrative  puts  it,  we  have  a  stranger  in 
our  gates  and  we  have  a  responsibility  to 
that  stranger.” 

These  are  the  words  of  the  Rev.  Ronald 
D.  Pogue,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  here.  And  a  special 
summer  project  that  the  church  is  un¬ 
dertaking  is  active  proof  that  Mr.  Pogue 
and  his  congregation  believe  his 
statement. 

Not  only  is  St.  Luke’s  Church  spon¬ 
soring  an  “extended”  (36-member) 
family  of  Vietnamese  refugees.  Begin¬ 
ning  later  this  month,  the  church  will 
open  an  English  language  school  for 
Vietnamese  children  “to  help  them  to 
enter  school  in  the  fall,”  Mr.  Pogue 
explained,  “and  to  give  them  a  head 
start.” 

Assisting  the  Outreach  Council  of  St. 
Luke’s  Church  in  offering  that  head  start 
will  be  an  ecumenical  assortment  of 
volunteers  from  throughout  the  Houston 
area  —  elementary  and  secondary  school 
teachers  off  for  the  summer,  Vietnamese 
students  at  the  University  of  Houston  and 
other  concerned  individuals. 

Using  literacy  materials  printed  by  the 
Regents  Publishing  Co.,  the  10  or  so 
volunteers  will  devote  two-and-one-half 


months  to  teaching  basic  English  to  the 
15-20  children  in  St.  Luke’s  refugee 
family  plus  other  Vietnamese  youngsters 
now  living  in  the  Houston  vicinity.  Mr. 
Pogue  has  contacted  five  United 
Methodist  congregations  h'ere  about 
sponsoring  refugee  families.  So  far,  three 
—  Clear  Lake,  Memorial  Drive  and  St. 
Stephen’s  Churches  —  have  expressed  a 
definite  commitment,  and  members  of 
Bethany  and  West  University  Churches 
are  considering  the  proposal. 

Mrs.  Karl  Kamroth,  a  member  of  St. 
Luke's  UMC  and  of  the  Houston  school 
board,  will  act  as  the  chief  liaison  person 
between  the  church  and  the  Houston 
Independent  School  District.  Hopefully, 
Mr.  Pogue  said,  the  school  board  will 
elect  to  continue  the  program  through  the 
public  school  system  via  tutoring  and 
other  resources. 

Additional  support  has  been  secured 
from  Mr.  Nguyen  Ta  Minh,  former  South 
Vietnamese  Consul  at  New  Delhi,  India. 
Prior  to  holding  that  position,  Mr.  Minh 
taught  French  for  20  years  in  South 
Vietnam. 

Asked  why  St.  Luke’s  Church  decided 
to  inaugurate  the  summer  school  project, 
Mr.  Pogue  focused  on  the  media  reports 
of  Vietnamese  persons  who  are  being 
resented  and  rejected  by  American 
society  and  of  efforts  to  return  the 
refugees  to  their  native  land. 

“We  want  to  let  the  Vietnamese  people 
see  our  country  and  our  church  at  its 
best,”  Mr.  Pogue  concluded. 


the  church  today 


Eastern  Pennsylvania  to  begin 
edition  of  TM/UMR 

ANNVILLE,  Pa.  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference  voted  here 
last  week  to  initiate  an  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  (TM/  UMR). 
Five  sample  issues  will  be  published 
during  the  remainder  of  1975,  with  a 
weekly  edition  to  begin  January  1976. 

The  decision  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
brings  to  28  the  number  of  annual  con¬ 
ferences  which  publish  editions  of  the 
Texas  Methodist  and  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

Booklet  to  aid  ministry  to 
the  retarded 

ARLINGTON,  TX.  -  Ministry  to 
mentally  retarded  congregation  mem¬ 
bers  is  the  topic  of  a  booklet  “The 
Clergyman  Must  Be  The  Leader” 
recently  published  by  the  National 
Association  for  Retarded  Citizens 
(NARC)  here. 

The  booklet,  available  free  of  charge  to 
all  clergy,  is  part  of  an  ongoing  in¬ 
formation  program  sponsored  by  the 
Civitan  Clubs  of  North  America. 

Prepared  by  the  NARC  Religion  and 
Community  Life  Committee  with 
representatives  from  all  faiths  and 
denominations,  the  publication  is  aimed 
at  assisting  clergy  and  congregations  in 
working  effectively  with  mentally 
retarded  persons  and  their  families. 

Single  copies  of  the  booklet  are 
available  by  writing:  NARC-Civitan 
Public  Information  Program,  National 
Association  for  Retarded  Citizens, 
P.O.  Box  6109,  Arlington,  Texas  76011. 


Copies  in  quantity  also  are  available  for 
the  postage  charge. 

Jelly  for  the  bishop 

ST.  CLOUD,  Mn.  -  During  United 
Methodism’s  Minnesota  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  a  number  of  teenagers  here 
were  engaged  as  “pages”  and  assigned 
various  tasks.  According  to  the  Min¬ 
nesota  U.M.  Reporter,  one  of  the  daily 
jobs  was  selecting  lunches  for  the  Bishop 
and  the  six  District  Superintendents  who 
often  worked  through  their  lunch  hour. 

The  youths  were  told,  when  picking 
food  for  the  men,  “Bring  something  that 
would  appeal  to  you.” 

Ten  minutes  later,  six  pages  returned, 
their  trays  filled  with  fruit  plates,  tossed 
salads,  hot  dishes,  soup  and  desserts.  A 
moment  later,  the  seventh  page  walked 
in.  Carefully  placed  in  the  center  of  his 
tray  was  a  peanut  butter  and  jelly  sand¬ 
wich. 

Questioned  on  his  choice,  the  teenager 
calmly  replied,  “It’s  what  I  would  have 
picked.” 

RSV  committee  adds  women 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  For  the  first 
time  in  history,  women  scholars  have 
been  named  to  the  Revised  Standard 
Version  Bible  (RSV)  Committee. 

They  are  Dr.  Lucetta  Mowry,  professor 
of  biblical  studies  at  Wellesley  College, 
Mass.,  and  Dr.  Phyllis  Trible,  associate 
professor  of  Old  Testament,  Andover 
Newton  Theological  School,  Newton 
Centre,  Mass. 

All-male  for  about  30  years,  the 
committee  is  responsible  for  ongoing 
RSV  work. 


O  nbodian  bachelor.  Parents  of  two 
adopted  Korean  children,  the  Bacons  are 
spreading  the  word  everywhere  they  go 
that  resettling  refugees  is  a  most 
rewarding  business.  “You  mean  there 
are  still  only  210  sponsors?”  Mr.  Bacon 
asked  TM/  UMR,  “There  ought  to  be 
more!”  UMCOR  is  seeking  placement 
for  560  refugee  units. 

Ultimate  goal:  self-sufficiency 

These  are  proud  people,”  Mr  Bacon 
said,  “but  they  will  do  anything  to 
become  self-sufficient.  They  had  to  leave 
their  country  with  very  little  money.  But 
there’s  no  question  about  their  pulling 
their  own  weight.  And  the  skills  they 
bring  are  tremendous.” 

Perhaps  one  of  the  largest  complete 
family  units  to  arrive  so  far  has  been 
resettled  in  the  Albuquerque,  N.M., 
district.  Six  family  groups,  totalling  21 
persons,  have  begun  the  transition  to 
American  culture  there.  The  Rev.  Harry 
Vanderpool.  of  Central  UMC,  talks  of  the 


fright  and  the  cultural  shock  suffered  by 
people  who  had  to  escape  so  quickly  from 
their  country. 

“This  will  not  be  easy  for  them  or  for 
us,”  he  says.  “We  all  want  to  help,  yet  the 
best  help  we  can  give  is  to  enable  them  to 
stand  on  their  own  feet  as  quickly  as 
possible.  It  will  be  as  important  for  us  to 
know  when  to  step  out  as  it  is  when  to  step 
in.” 

A  number  of  refugees,  he  says,  hope  by 
fall  to  enter  the  University  of  New 
Mexico.  “We’re  going  to  try  to  help  them 
mount  every  hurdle  —  principally 
language  —  but  it  may  take  longer.” 

Meanwhile,  in  many  local  f'hup-hes 
across  the  country,  the  qu  fP  of 
“Should  we  or  shouldn’t  we  s*.  a 
refugee  family?”  is  still  being  debated, 
largely  on  economic  grounds.  As  one 
layperson  told  TM/  UMR,  “It  seems  to 
boil  down  to:  can  we  resettle  a  family 
and  still  pay  the  light  bill?” 

The  answer  for  some,  apparently,  is 
“We  not  only  can,  we  must.” 


SEATTLE,  Wa.  —  Alvirita  Little  joins  two  members  of  the  Girl’s  Club  here  of 
which  she  is  executive  director  as  they  are  given  dolls  as  gifts  from  women  of  the 
Dorcas  circle  at  the  Riverton,  Wash.,  UMC. 


U.M.  leader  in  Seattle 


Mrs.  Little- 

By  ROBERT  P.  HAMMOND 

SEATTLET,1  Wa.  —  When  the  women  of 
Seattle’s  central  core  area  decided  to 
seek  some  way  to  expand  the  horizons  of 
the  girls  in  the  community,  they  knew 
immediately  who  would  be  willing  to 
show  them  the  way  —  Alvirita  Little,  who 
has  been  one  of  the  most  active  women  in 
both  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  black  community. 

Their  faith  was  quickly  justified  when 
the  Girl’s  Club  they  founded,  with  Mrs. 
Little  as  executive  director,  grew  in  the 
space  of  about  five  short  years  into  a 
multi-racial  sorority  with  three  bran¬ 
ches,  more  than  500  members  and  even 
its  own  clubhouse  on  which  the  mortgage 
was  paid  in  full. 

Thanks  to  the  Girl’s  Club,  central  area 
girls  have  been  introduced  to  ballet, 
opera  and  the  theater;  they  have  been 
taught  such  useful  skills  as  sewing, 
cooking,  dramatics,  karate  and  dancing, 
and  they  have  met  girls  from  other 
cultures  —  Caucasian,  Oriental,  Indian, 
and  Chicano  —  through  a  unique  in¬ 
ternational  program.  Much  of  the  credit 
goes  to  Mrs.  Little. 

“My  mission  in  life  seems  to  be  to  try  to 
help  those  who  are  less  fortunate  and  to 
broaden  the  horizons  and  relieve  the 
burdens  of  the  underprivileged,"  said 
Mrs.  Little.  “I  suppose  it  is  my  com¬ 
mitment  to  my  faith  as  a  United 
Methodist  that  has  caused  me  to  choose 
this  kind  of  a  career.  At  least  I  am  sure 
that  without  my  faith  as  a  Christian 
Methodist  and  the  help  I  have  received 
from  fellow  Methodists,  I  would  not  have 
had  the  endurance  to  face  the  problems 
of  the  less  fortunate.  It  also  has  helped 
me  meet  the  crises  in  my  own  life.” 

Born  in  Houston,  Tx.,  where  she  at¬ 
tended  Walls  &  Hammond  College,  Mrs. 
Little  has  not  relied  on  faith  alone,  but 
has  spent  her  lifetime  collecting  the 
education  and  skills  to  do  her  job.  During 
her  travels  around  the  world,  as  the  wife 
of  a  career  Army  man,  Master  Sergeant 


-big  actions 

Frank  Little,  she  has  attended  other 
colleges  in  Los  Angeles,  Tokyo  and 
Seattle,  studying  a  wide  range  of  sub¬ 
jects. 

A  lifetime  United  Methodist,  Mrs. 
Little  since  1957  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Capitol  Hill  UMC  in  Seattle,  where 
she  has  proved  a  willing  worker  for  the 
ministers  and  Bishop  Wilbur  Choy  of  the 
Pacific  Northwest  Conference.  She  has 
been  a  lay  delegate  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  three  times,  to  Jurisdictional 
Conference  four  times,  and  has  attended 
the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest  Conference  12  years. 

Mrs.  Little  also  is  regarded  as  the 
unofficial  ambassadress  of  the  black 
community.  She  and  her  husband  have 
lived  in  both  Japan  and  Germany  and 
have  traveled  extensively.  With  their 
diverse  language  skills,  the  Littles  have 
proved  naturals  to  host  the  international 
community  and  visitors  from  abroad  — 
so  much  so  that  their  home  often 
resembles  a  small-scale  United  Nations. 

Mother  of  five,  all  of  whom  have  made 
their  mark  in  the  communities  in  which 
they  live  (one  is  deceased),  Mrs.  Little 
has  crammed  tremendous  ac¬ 
complishment  into  one  lifetime,  and 
whatever  she  has  done,  she  has  done 
superlatively.  She  has  won  the  Superior 
Leadership  Award  of  the  Seattle  District 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  a  Superior 
Performance  Service  Award  from  the 
Veterans  Hospital  in  Seattle  where  she 
worked  for  20  years  and  the  Outstanding 
Government  Employees  Award. 

Slim,  animated  and  seemingly  tireless, 
this  woman  is  an  unforgettable  ex¬ 
perience.  So,  should  Alvirita  Little  come 
your  way  (and  if  she  does  you  can’t  miss 
her),  gather  round  —  you’ll  be  glad  you 
did.  She  is  a  United  Methodist  who  truly 
lives  her  faith. 

Mr.  Hammond  is  a  freelance  writer 
and  photographer  who  lives  in  Redondo. 
Washington. 
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‘ The  bridge  to  love  hasn’t  anything  to  do  with  the  color  of  your  skin 


Editor’s  Note:  TM/UMR  salutes  United  Methodist  Jeff  Swank,  17,  of  Bremen 
1<T5  SeCOnd  place  winner  in  Guidepost  Magazine’s  Youth  Writing  Contest  for 

Jeff,  who  will  receive  a  $2,000  scholarship  for  his  entry  in  the  nation-wide 
contest,  is  president  of  UMYF  at  Grace  UMC,  a  letterman  in  baseball  and 
basketball  at  Bremen  High  School,  and  holds  a  cross-country  record  for  partici¬ 
pating  in  64  straight  meets. 

Still  undecided  about  college,  except  that  it  will  be  a  “small  one  in  Indiana,” 
he’s  pretty  sure  he’ll  pursue  some  journalism  courses  along  the  way. 

We  re  pleased  to  reprint  here  Jeff’s  prize-winning  story,  entitled  “The 

Vicitnr  ”  •*  ’ 


By  JEFF  SWANK 

I  was  nine  years  old  when  my 
parents  volunteered  to  take  a  boy 
about  my  age  from  the  inner  city  of 
South  Bend  for  a  week,  through  the 
Christian  Service  Center,  which 
places  children  in  homes  in 
surrounding  small  towns  or  farms.  I 
was  excited  about  having  a  boy  live 
with  us  for  a  week,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  was  a  little  apprehensive  when 
I  learned  he  was  black  I  had  never 
had  a  personal  encounter  with  a  black 
person  before.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  we  do  not  have  a  single  black 
family  living  in  our  town.  This  is 
unfortunate,  for  I  know  now  how  much 
we  have  missed. 

We  picked  Mike  up  at  the  center  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  We  learned  that 
he  w  •»  from  a  family  of  14  and  had 
been  out  of  the  city.  We  were 
warned  that  our  way  of  living  would 
probably  be  strange  to  him  and  that 
we  should  not  be  too  surprised  at  some 
of  his  reactions. 

My  mother  laughed  and  said  all  we 
were  going  to  do  was  love  him  and  not 
try  to  make  him  like  us. 

He  and  I  sat  in  the  back  seat  of  our 
car  and  never  said  a  wor1  voluntarily 
all  the  way  home.  My  parents  tried  to 
talk  to  him,  but  he  would  just  answer, 
“Yes,”  “No,”  or,  “I  guess  so.”  He 
didn’t  talk  to  me  at  all,  but  that  was  all 
right  because  I  didn’t  know  what  to 
say  to  him  either. 


Once  he  reached  out  and  laid  his 
hand  close  to  mine  as  if  to  say, 
“You’re  sure  white."  and  I  was 
thinking,  You’re  sure  black. 

He  finally  broke  the  silence  when  we 
got  to  the  city  limits  of  Bremen.  He 
said,  “Any  colored  folks  live  in  your 
town?”  * 

When  my  mother  said  no,  he 
slumped  way  down  in  his  seat  and 
didn’t  sit  up  until  we  reached  our 
farm. 

When  we  got  out  of  the  car  at  home, 
he  said,  “Your  dad  left  the  keys  in  the 
car.” 

“Yeah,  he  always  does.” 

“That’s  a  dumb  thing  to  do. 
Somebody  will  steal  it” 

“Who?”  I  asked. 

He  shrugged.  “Me,  maybe.” 

“You  can’t  drive.” 

“Man,  sometime  I  will.” 

He  couldn’t  get  over  our  house.  The 
first  time  he  stepped  in  the  door  he 
said,  “Man,  what  do  you  do  with  all 
this  room?" 

Our  house  is  not  really  all  that  big, 
but  I  suppose  to  Mike  it  looked  like  a 
mansion.  When  I  took  him  up  to  the 
room  that  used  to  be  my  brother’s,  he 
kept  repeating,  “Man!  Man!”  He 
couldn’t  believe  it  was  all  his.  He  told 
me  later  that  he  shared  a  room  with 
six  others. 

Mike  wouldn’t  sit  at  the  table  with 


us  at  mealtimes;  in  fact  he  really 
didn’t  like  our  food.  We  learned  that 
he  liked  cold  meat  sandwiches  and  ice 
cream.  My  mother  understood  his 
shyness  and  his  reluctance  to  eat  what 
was  unfamiliar,  so  she  let  him  take  his 
meals  on  the  front  porch.  I  caught  him 
once  feeding  his  beef  and  noodles  to 
our  old  tomcat. 

I’ll  never  forget  his  first  night  with 
us.  We  went  to  bed  about  9:30.  His 
room  adjoined  mine,  with  a  door  in- 
between.  I  went  to  sleep  almost  in¬ 
stantly,  but  was  awakened  by  a 
strange  noise.  I  saw  that  the  light  was 
on  in  Mike's  room  and  I  went  in  to  see 
what  was  wrong.  He  was  standing  by 
the  window,  crying  softly. 

“What’s  the  matter,  Mike?  You 
sick?”  I  asked. 

He  didn’t  turn  around.  “Naw;  go 
‘way.” 

I  realized  then  that  he  must  be 


scared.  He  must  have  felt  as  though 
he  were  a  million  miles  from  nowhere. 
“Hey,  Mike,”  I  said,  “this  old  room’s 
kinda  creepy.  Want  to  come  over  and 
sleep  with  me?” 

“I  guess  so,”  he  sniffed.  We  lay 
close  together  in  my  bed  and  soon  fell 
asleep. 

The  next  morning  we  found  out  that 
Mike  was  a  reluctant  church  goer. 
He  hung  back  when  we  got  to  the  front 
steps.  “Any  colored  folks  in  your 
church?”  he  asked  my  dad. 

“No,  Mike,  but  that  doesn’t  mat¬ 
ter.” 

"But  maybe  they  don’t  want  me  to 
come  in,”  he  said. 

“Everyone’s  welcome  here;  this  is 
God’s  house.” 

I  don’t  think  he  was  convinced, 
because  he  scrunched  way  down  in  his 
seat  all  through  the  sermon  and 
wouldn’t  look  at  anybody.  But  in 


Sunday  School  he  was  the  center  of 
attention.  He  proudly  announced  to 
the  class  that  his  Jesus  was  black. 

Our  teacher  quietly  and  kindly  said, 
“Tell  us  about  your  Jesus,  Mike.” 

“Well,  He's  black  with  short  curly 
hair  like  mine,  and  He’s  ten  feet  tall. 
He’s  got  diamond  rings  on  all  His 
fingers.”  We  sat  there  with  our 
mouths  open,  too  fascinated  to  argue. 

I  learned  to  love  Mike,  but 
sometimes  it  wasn’t  easy.  He  never 
quite  responded  to  our  way  of  showing 
affection.  When  mom  would  hug  him, 
he’d  pull  away.  But  every  once  in  a 
while  he'd  open  up  and  confide  some 
part  of  his  life  to  me,  and  I  gradually 
saw  a  warm,  lovable  side  of  him  that 
he  didn’t  show  to  my  parents.  After 
the  first  night,  he  slept  in  his  own 
room.  I  would  wake  up  and  hear  him 
prowling  in  there.  I  don’t  think  he 
slept  much.  He  did  seem  intrigued 
with  our  family  devotions  and  several 
times  I  saw  him  leaf  through  dad’s 
Bible. 

We  were  to  take  him  home  on  a 
Saturday  afternoon,  and  on  Saturday 
morning  I  went  into  his  room  to  help 
him  pack.  He  wasn’t  there,  but  his 
suitcase  was  open  and  I  looked  in  it. 
My  heart  sank  when  I  saw  what  was 
inside  —  something  that  shouldn’t 
have  been  there.  It  was  dad’s  Bible.  I 
didn’t  know  what  to  do.  I  had  learned 


to  love  Mike  and  I  didn’t  want  to  see 
him  get  hurt.  So,  although  it  was 
wrong,  I  decided  not  to  tell  my 
parents,  at  least  not  right  away. 

That  afternoon,  when  we  were 
'  ready  to  take  Mike  home,  my  mother 
gave  him  a  couple  of  packages.  She 
kissed  him  and  said,  “Mike,  we  loved 
having  you  with  us.  Here  is  a  little  gift 
for  you,  and  one  you  can  take  horn  to 
your  mother  for  letting  you  stay  with 
us.” 

He  opened  his  gift  and  when  he  saw 
/  the  bright  red  Bible,  he  couldn’t  even 
say  thank  you.  The  tears  began  to  roll 
down  his  cheeks.  He  grabbed  his 
suitcase  and  ran  upstairs,  with  me 
right  behind  him.  He  got  dad’s  Bible 
out  and  put  it  on  the  bed.  Then  looked 
at  me  and  said,  “Jeff,  I’m  sorry.”  He 
was  still  crying. 

“That’s  okay.  I  won’t  tell  mom. 
You’re  my  friend.”  I  hugged  him  and 
this  time  he  didn’t  pull  away. 

We  took  him  back  to  the  center  and  I 
never  saw  him  again.  But  sometimes 
when  I  pray,  I  have  a  vision  of  a  ten- 
foot-tall,  black  Jesus,  with  flashing 
diamond  rings,  and  I  think  of  Mike.  He 
was  my  very  first  bridge  to  un¬ 
derstanding  that  love  hasn’t  anything 
to  do  with  the  color  of  your  skin.  It’s 
only  the  heart  that  counts. 

Reprinted  by  permission  from  "Guldeposts 
Magazine,"  copyright  1975  by  Guldeposts 
Associates,  Inc.,  Carmel,  N.Y.  10512. 


WCC  exec  predicts 

Assembly  to  test 


divided  Christians 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  chief 
executive  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  sees  the  organization’s  up¬ 
coming  Fifth  Assembly  as  a  test  of 
whether  the  parts  of  divided  Christianity 
can  “speak  to”  rather  than  “at  or  past 
each  other.” 

Dr.  Phillip  A.(  Potter  told  a  press 
conference  that  only  when  ecumenism  is 
mature  enough  to  state  differences  as 
well  as  agreements  can  the  churches 
“deal  at  depth  with  the  issues  that 
trouble  our  world  today.” 

The  Council’s  general  secretary,  a 
black  Methodist  clergyman  from  the 
Caribbean,  was  responding  to  a  question 
on  what  he  expects  to  emerge  as  the 
“hottest  issue”  at  the  Nairobi  Assembly 
in  late  November. 

He  responded  by  discussing  how  he 
expects  the  meeting  to  test  the 
“fellowship  of  the  council  as  a  whole.” 
The  World  Council  is  composed  of  272 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  churches.  It  has 
increasingly  good  relations  with  Roman 
Catholics,  and  Catholic  consultants  will 
be  at  Nairobi. 

Asked  if  his  statement  implied  that  the 
WCC  in  the  past  had  been  marked  by 
disunity.  Dr.  Potter  said  that  he  would 
not  want  to  “put  it  like  that.” 

“At  all  Assemblies,  we  tried  to  say 
what  all  could  bear  together,"  he  stated, 

F  acuity-president 
dispute  erupts 
at  Adrian  College 

ADRIAN,  Mich.  (RNS)'  —  Adrian 
College,  a  916  student  United  Methodist 
school  here,  is  embroiled  in  a  contro¬ 
versy  over  the  administration  of  its 
president  that  has  already  led  to  the 
firing  of  the  vief  president  for  academic 
affairs  and  the  dean  and  associate  dean 
of  students. 

The  controversy  first  broke  into  the 
open  on  May  7  when  the  faculty,  by  a  vote 
of  53-14,  adopted  a  lengthy  resolution 
calling  for  the  resignation  of  President 
John  H.  Dawson,  claiming  his  “gradual 
failure  in  leadership.” 

In  a  statement,  Dr.  Dawson  said,  “I 
have  a  mandate  from  the  trustees  to  do 
what  I  believe  is  required  to  get  the 
operating  budget  in  balance  in  May  1977. 
I  have  a  further  mandate  from  them  to 
get  this  college  back  into  the  mainstream 
of  its  historical  commitments  to  Chris¬ 
tian  values,  goals,  and  purposes.” 


adding  that  the  time  may  have  come  for 
the  27-year-old  council  to  say  what 
“really  divides  and  what  really  unites.” 

Dr.  Potter  said  there  has  been  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  believe  Christian  love  means 
“keeping  things  (differences)  under 
cover.  That  is  phony,  but  it  too  often  is 
how  church  meetings  work.” 

The  World  Council,  he  said  is  trying  to 
get  to  “genuine  piety,”  meaning  loyalty 
and  sharing  in  the  common  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  which  all  Christians  hold. 

Dr.  Potter  suggested  that  there  are 
many  differences  which  an  ecumenical 
organization  must  face.  Since  1968,  when 
the  Fourth  WCC  Assembly  met  in 
Sweden,  he  said  differences  have  been 
sharpened  between  rich  and  poor,  men 
and  women,  whites  and  blacks  and  youth 
and  older  people. 

Representatives  of  the  ’Third  World,” 
he  said,  are  increasingly  able  to  express 
their  own  theologies  —  and  are  no  longer 
reliant  on  Europeans  and  North 
Americans. 

“Today,  we  speak  of  faith  in  terms  of 
our  own  cultures,"  Dr.  Potter  said.  “This 
is  threatening  to  Europeans  and  North 
Americans  who  think  their  formulations 
are  the  only  ones.” 

The  theme  of  the  Nairobi  Assembly 
will  be  "Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites.” 
Dr.  Potter  explained  that  much  of  the 
work  will  be  done  in  six  sections  which 
will  deal  with  the  following  issues : 

•  What  does  it  mean  to  confess  Christ? 

•  What  does  Christianity  unity 
require? 

•  World  community,  including 
Christian  relations  with  those  of  other 
faiths. 

•  Education  for  liberation  and  com¬ 
munity. 

•  Structures  of  injustice  and  struggle 
for  liberation. 

•  Human  development,  with  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  quality  of  life. 

Dr.  Potter  was  asked  how  he  responds 
to  critics  who  might  say  the  Nairobi 
agenda  puts  little  stress  on  evangelism. 

He  basically  disagreed  that  there  is 
such  criticism.  Liberation  and  com¬ 
munity,  he  said,  have  only  one  source, 
Jesus  Christ.  “That  is  an  evangelistic 
assertion,”  he  stated. 

“All  sections,”  he  continued,  “deal 
with  relevance  and  credibility  of  the 
Christian  faith.  If  that  is  not  evangelistic. 
I  would  like  to  be  convinced  what  is.” 


4 Heathen 9  lands  seen  as  future 
for  Christian  majority ,  vitality 


DUBUQUE,  Iowa  (RNS)  —  The 
outgoing  president  of  the  three-year-old 
interreligious  American  Society  of 
Missiology  said  here  he  foresees  a  time 
when  the  majority  of  the  world’s 
Christians  will  be  in  what  were  once  the 
“heathen”  areas  of  Asia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America  and  will  revitalize  the 
missionary  thrust  of  Christianity. 

Dr.  Gerald  Anderson,  a  former  United 
Methodist  missionary  in  the  Philippines 
for  10  years  and  now  associate  director  of 
the  Overseas  Ministries  Study  Center, 
Ventnor,  N.J.,  observed  a  “new  vitality” 
in  the  Third  World  churches  that  comes 
simultaneously  with  declines  in  Euro¬ 
pean  and  North  American  churches. 

The  traditional  centers  of  Christian 
outreach  and  action  “are  becoming 
increasingly  static,  domesticated,  expe¬ 
riencing  a  loss  of  spiritual  nerve  and  a 
crisis  of  faith,  and,  to  some  extent,  a 
corruption  of  the  Gospel.” 

EYES  TOO  SORE? 

Bathe  them  with  soothing  LAVOPTIK  Medic¬ 
inal  Eye  Wash.  Offers  prompt  relief  for  sore, 
tired,  burning  eyes.  Aids  natural  healing.  Floats 
away  dust,  dirt  and  other  irritants.  For  depend- 
’  able -eye  comfort  get  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash 
with  eye  cup  included  at  your  local  druggist. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


Dr.  Anderson,  speaking  at  the 
missiology  society’s  annual  meeting  at 
Aquinas  Institute  in  Dubuque,  said  he 
foresees  a  time  when  the  majority  of 
Christians  will  be  found  in  the  Third 
World,  those  areas  which  were  once  the 
object  of  Christian  missionary  activity. 

In  the  future,  he  expects  the  flow  of 
missionary  influence  to  reverse  through 
“an  interchange,  cross-fertilization  of 
Christian  experience,  giving  it  a  global 
perspective.” 

By  the  1980’s,  he  added,  a  new  era  of 
cooperation  between  the  West  and  the 
Third  World  will  begin. 

Father  Robert  V.  Monticello,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  U.S.  Catholic 
Conference,  Washington,  D.C.,  told  the 
missiology  gathering  of  ecumenical 
leaders,  scripture  scholars  and  seminary 
professors  that  the  “form  and  style  of 
Christian  mission  in  today’s  world  are 
being  vigorously  tested.” 

The  old  concepts  of  “pagan  and 
heathen”  have  been  discarded  and  the 
religions  of  the  Third  World  —  Hinduism, 
Islam,  Buddhism  and  others  —  are  being 
assessed  in  light  of  their  strivings,  “to 
answer  the  restless  searchings  of  the 
human  heart.” 


UM  youth  center  recalls  space-walk 


HOUSTON,  Tx.  —  Ten  years  ago  on  June  3,  1965,  the  late  Edward  H.  White,  a 
member  of  the  Seabrook  United  Methodist  Church  here,  became  the  first  American 
astronaut  to  walk  in  space.  Less  than  two  years  later,  a  launch  pad  flash  fire  snuffed 
out  the  lives  of  Mr.  White  and  his  fellow  crewmen  Virgil  I.  Grissom  and  Roger  B. 
Chaffee. 

Recently,  the  Ed  White  Memorial  Youth  Center,  adjoining  Seabrook  Church, 
observed  the  tenth  anniversary  of  Astronaut  White’s  space  walk.  A  limited-edition 
silver  commemorative  coin  was  struck  for  the  event. 

Astronaut  White,  pictured  above  in  1965  floating  in  the  zero  gravity  of  space 
outside  the  Gemini-4  spacecraft,  contributed  the  first  donation  toward  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  youth  center. 

PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  NASA  MANNED  SPACECRAFT  CENTER 

Says  editor 


Who  uses  INFOSER  V? 
Tests  say  local  church 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Eighty-eight 
percent  of  the  calls  for  information  to 
INFOSERV,  the  United  Methodist  in¬ 
formation  service,  during  the  month  of 
March  came  from  persons  in  the  local 
church  or  the  district,  according  to  Sam 
S.  Barefield,  director. 

This  result  was  gleaned  from  the  first 
battery  of  evaluations  conducted  by  the 
UM  Communications  staff,  due  for 
completion  this  month. 

In  March,  37  percent  of  the  callers 
were  pastors  or  associate  pastors.  Sixty- 
one  percent  were  lay  persons  in  various 
leadership  assignments  in  thousands  of 
local  congregations. 

Other  callers  included  district 
superintendents,  two  percent;  annual 
conference  leaders  or  staff,  six  percent; 
and  general  agency  staff,  three  percent. 
The  balance  (three  percent)  came  from 
callers  whose  positions  were  unspecified, 
specified. 

INFOSERV  was  initiated  by  UM 
Communications  to  expedite  the  flow  of 
information  needed  by  denominational 
leaders  at  all  levels  of  the  church. 

INFOSERV  telephone  consultants, 
with  help  from  general  agency  and 
conference  staff  persons  are  now  able  to 
handle  about  80  percent  of  the  inquiries 
received,  while  the  caller  is  still  on  the 
line.  The  other  20  percent  of  calls  require 
further  investigation  and  a  follow-up 
contact  (by  phone  or  mail)  with  the 
inquirer. 

The  research  task  force,  headed  by 


James  C.  Campbell  of  the  UMC  staff,  has 
been  testing  criteria  for  determining  the 
success  of  the  first  phase  of  operation. 
Results  of  the  tests  will  enable  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications  to  plan 
the  future  of  INFOSERV. 

Two  separate  telephone  surveys,  one  in 
March  and  one  in  May,  showed  that  94 
percent  of  those  surveyed  found  the 
service  useful.  Almost  all  of  them  said 
they  would  use  the  service  again,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Campbell. 

INFOSERV  has  temporarily  reduced 
its  hour  of  phone  service  during  the 
summer  months  to  refine  its  information 
bank.  Hours  until  August  31  are  9:00  a. m. 
to  1:00  p.m.  (Central  Time).  Mr. 
Barefield  said  the  assumption  is  that 
summer  will  be  the  period  of  least 
demand  for  the  information  services. 

Full  service  will  resume  Sept.  1.  The 
toll  free  number  is  800/  251-8140;  in 
Tennessee  call  collect  615/  327-1951. 

I  Poem  of  the  Week  J 

Creation 

By  JAYE  GIAMMARINO 

When  every  mountain,  lake  and  tree 
Spread  lovingly  upon  earth’s  face 
Exemplifies  divinity  — 

How  can  we  doubt  His  boundless  grace. 


‘Upper  Room’  is  not 
in  financial  trouble 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  -  “The  Upper  Room.” 
an  interdenominational  devotional  guide 
published  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  not  in  financial  trouble  in  spite 
of  a  nearly  $400,000  deficit  for  1974,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  periodical’s  retiring 
editor. 

Dr.  Wilson  O.  Weldon,  who  has 
resigned  as  editor  to  accept  an  ap¬ 
pointment  as  a  district  superintendent  in 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  has  stated  in  a  news 
release  that  the  deficit  has  been 
“misinterpreted”  and  represents  a 
normal  fluctuation  in  the  publication’s 
finances  rather  than  a  sudden  decline  in 
its  strength  and  stability. 

Saying  that  the  assets  of  “The  Upper 
Room”  are  adequate  to  provide  the 
publication’s  various  services  at  this 
time,  Dr.  Weldon  said,  “Last  year’s 
deficit  has  been  misinterpreted  by 
some."  He  pointed  out  that  the  1974 
deficit  reflects  a  “pattern”  followed 
throughout  the  years  in  the  year 
following  a  price  increase  for  the 
publication. 

He  said,  for  instance,  that  a  deficit  of 
$107,351  was  recorded  in  1969  after  a  1968 
price  increase,  but  that  over  the  next  two 
years  the  magazine  showed  a  profit  of 
$560,000.  He  also  said  that  since  1965 
there  has  been  an  overall  profit  of 
$1,085,502  for  the  publication. 

A  second  factor  involved  in  the 
“misinterpretation,”  according  to  Dr. 

UMC  aid  in  Kent  State 
trial  called  ‘crucial’ 

CLEVELAND,  Oh.  (UMC)  -United 
Methodism’s  support  role  in  the 
$20,000,000  Kent  State  suit  charging 
deprivation  of  civil  rights  by  parents  of 
four  students  killed  and  nine  others 
wounded  in  1970  is  “a  crucial  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  cause  of  legal  justice  in 
this  country,”  a  United  Methodist  official 
said  as  the  trial  began  here  May  19. 

The  Rev.  John  Adams,  a  staff 
executive  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  told  Charles  Hightower,  a 
reporter  for  “Newscope,”  the  national 
weekly  newsletter  of  the  church,  that  he 
has  set  up  temporary  residence  here  and 
is  administering  a  $150,000  “Kent  State 
Due  Process  of  Law”  fund  which  sup¬ 
ports  the  plaintiffs’  expenses  directly 
related  to  the  proceedings. 


Weldon,  was  a  change  to  computers  in 
accounting  services  which  “involved 
misunderstanding  about  the  system  by 
some  employes  and  in  services  to  many 
customers.” 

Dr.  Weldon  presented  as  further  proof 
of  “The  Upper  Room’s”  financial 
stability  the  fact  that  it  holds  in¬ 
vestments  in  the  two  Nashville  buildings 
valued  at  more  than  two  million  dollars. 

“  ‘The  Upper  Room’  should  have  a 
strong  and  bright  future,”  Dr.  Weldon 
said.  “Under  good  management  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  the  new  editor  and 
staff  can  carry  forward  this  world-wide 
ministry  in  a  totally  self-supporting 
manner.” 

Teleministry  is 
listening  post 
for  the  lonely 

BALTIMORE  (RNS)  -  A  Christian 
“Contact  Teleministry,”  initiated  by 
United  Methodists,  has  opened  here  with 
more  than  90  volunteers  representing  40 
different  churches  and  nine  denomina¬ 
tions,  including  the  Roman  Catholic 
church. 

“We  are  here  to  listen  to  people  who 
are  lonely,  emotionally  disturbed  or  have 
problems  of  one  kind  or  another,”  said 
Mrs.  Ann  Morgan,  interim  director  of  the 
program. 

She  said  the  teleministry  is  also 
equipped  to  deal  with  crisis  intervention, 
such  as  suicidal  calls,  and  to  make 
referrals  to  appropriate  agencies.  Mount 
Vernon  Place  United  Methodist  Church 
here  is  underwriting  the  $10,000  to  cover 
the  first-year  budget  of  the  ministry. 

“Contact  Baltimore,"  as  the  program 
is  formally  named,  is  the  67th  affiliate  of 
Contact  Teleministry  USA.  The 
American  program  is  part  of  Lifeline 
International,  the  telephone  counseling 
network  initiated  in  1963  by  an  Australian 
Methodist  minister. 

The  Baltimore  program  was  started 
through  the  encouragement  of  the  Rev. 
James  H.  Cain,  pastor  of  Mount  Vernon 
church,  a  native  Australian.  The  director 
of  the  teleministry  here  will  be  the  Rev. 
Richard  Schwinger,  an  expert  in  pastoral 
counseling. 


Classified 

Rate:  39c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $9.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  *1.00  per  Insertion. 

j  HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  chUd  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addltloo  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  413  A  S.  St.  Paul.  DaUas.  Texas  75201, 

(314  )  747-4540. 

Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
ndh-drlnkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708., 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  35  years  experience.  1234  Fisher. 
Waco,  Texas  78705.  Phooe  (817  )  754-8331  (of¬ 
fice).  778-5745  (home). 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 
quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com- 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78340.  Phone  (513  )  896-3410. 

sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour, 

P.  O.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32802. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  full  time  Christian 
Education,  youth  worker  and  other  duties, 
titled  Program  Director.  Housing  and  utilities 
furnished,  salary  negotiable.  Either  lay  or 
clergy.  Needed  by  Sept.  1.  Grace  United 

GEMS  FROM  JAMES  by  Donald  Charles 
Lacy.  A  book  emerging  from  a  preaching- 
teaching  dialogue  Involving  pastor  and  people 

In  a  United  Methodist  church.  Especially  good 
for  Bible  study  and  sharing  groups.  $4.95 
(hardback)  at  vour  favorite  Cokesburv  Store. 

FL.  (813)  488-1374.  ; 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  $2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's,  P.O.  Box  35351,  Houston,  Texas 

77005. 

REACH  YOUR  CHURCH’S  budget  goals  In 
spite  of  today’s  economy  .  .  .  with  the  1975 
Pony  Express  Stewardship  Plan.  For  free 
details,  write:  Rev.  Don  English,  2536  N.W. 

26th.  Oklahoma  City,  OK.  73107. 

HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED  FOR 

ecumenical  private  child  and  family  service 
agency.  Full  time  positions  In  Anchorage  and 
Kodiak  for  mature  married  couples  with  no 
dependents.  In  addition  to  salary,  position 
includes  meals,  living  quarters,  sick  leave,  one 
month's  vacation  per  year  and  hospitalization 
Insurance.  Contact:  Alaska  Children’s  Ser-  [ 

vices,  Dept.  A,  4600  Abbott  Rd.,  Anchorage, 

Alas.  99507. 

McNEELY’S  CHRISTIAN  RESORT: 
Attention  Christians  —  Resort  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  for  retreats  and  Christian  family 
vacation.  Sleep  from  4  to  60  persons.  $4  each 
per  night,  Including  cottage  with  kitchen,  pots, 
pans,  dishes,  silver,  towels,  linen  and  bedding. 

Also  Includes  use  of  five  rowboats,  30  bicycles, 
swim  pool,  shuffle-board,  ping-pong.  Christian 
music  throughout  recreational  area.  A 
business  run  by  a  born  again  family. 
McNeely’s  Christian  Resort,  P.  O.  Box  1078, 
Clear  Lake  Highlands.  Cal.  95432.  (707  )  994- 
2107. 

WANTED:  Full  time  Director  of  Youth 
Activities  to  plan,  coordinate  pilot  parish 
program;  three  churches.  Grades  7  through 
college.  Send  qualifications  and  references: 

Hyde  Park  United  Methodist  Church,  236  S. 

Ellis,  Wichita.  Kan.  67211. 

OUTSTANDING  FULL  TIME  Director  of 
Music  sought  by  Lakeland  First  Church. 
Excellent  music  facilities.  Ideal  working 
conditions.  Ability  to  work  with  all  ages, 
variety  of  musical  taste  and  high  musical 
standards  essential.  72  Lake  Morton  Dr.. 
Lakeland.  FL.  33801. 

ADMINISTRATOR.  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  Division  of 
Higher  Education.  Specialist  In  working  with 
educational  Institutions  In  critical  change. 
Selection  process  will  emphasize  risk 
management,  Institutional  redesign,  problem¬ 
solving  and  human  relations  skills.  Broad 
range  of  professional  competencies  and 
proven  experience  required.  Education  and— 
or  degrees  may  be  In  any  specialty.  Salary 
open.  Travel  required. 

In  keeping  with  Its  Affirmative  Action 
policy,  the  Board  encourages  application  by 
qualified  women  and  minority  persons.  Please 
send  current  vitae  to: 

Dr.  Fred  E.  Harris 

P.O.  Box  871 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37202  j 

AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 

SECURE  APPROACH  TO  RETIREMENT 
LIVING.  Retire  In  Methodist  Home  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  or  overlooking  Lake  Merritt. 
Oakland.  If  you’re  In  good  health,  program 
Includes  comprehensive  medical,  delicious 
meals,  much  more.  Entry  fee  starts  at  $5000, 
with  monthly  charge  as  low  as  $343.  Write: 
Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor,  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif..  (408  )  375-5125,  or  Lake  Park. 

1850  Alice,  Oakland.  Calif..  (415)  835-5511. 

ELDERS,  first  row,  from  left:  Steven  Ward  Caraway,  David 
Robert  Dykes,  Alvin  Swindell  Hodges,  Joe  Albert  Hoover, 
Roger  Dale  Lathan;  second  row,  from  left:  Donald  Keith 
McDowell,  Lynn  Walter  Merrill,  Darrell  Eugene  Mount, 
Robert  Gene  Rowland ;  back  row,  from  left:  Robert  Larry 
Stafford,  John  Roddy  Taylor,  James  Albert  Trickett,  Douglas 
Theodore  Williams,  Jr.,  Terry  Clovis  Willis. 


DEACONS,  first  row,  from  left:  Dan  Kay  Alien,  lerrence 
Sylvester  August,  William  Greenberry  Davis,  Sr.,  Larry  Dean 
O'Dell;  second  row,  from  left,  James  Edwin  Fookes,  John 
Wesley  Guyre,  O’Neal  Hardy,  Herbert  Austin  Smith;  third 
row,  from  left,  Michael  Dean  McLaurin,  Larry  Donald  Nor¬ 
man,  Hulen  Conway  Warren,  Jr.,  Roy  Leon  Simms,  and 
Edward  Earl  Wyers.  (Staff  photo  by  Lael  Jones). 


Reports  are  already  coming  to  this  newspaper  from  chur¬ 
ches  holding  Bible  (or  Church)  Schools.  Two  with  pictures,  are 
shown  here.  The  Brushwood  UM  Church  (left  photo)  held  its 
annual  VBS  June  2-6,  with  52  students  and  11  workers.  Average 
attendance  was  57,  and  Dulac  was  the  Mission  project  which 
received  an  offering  of  561 .60.  The  Rev.  W.  P.  Cassels  is  pastor . 


In  the  photograph  (right)  are  some  of  the  young  people  and' 
their  teachers  who  participated  in  VCS  at  the  Hodge  UM 
Church  the  first  week  of  June.  Mrs.  Margaret  Collins  directed 
the  school,  which  included  day  camping,  and  25  children  took 
part.  The  Rev.  Chris  H.  Andrews  is  pastor  of  the  Hodge 
Church. 
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School  of  Christian  Mission  features  outstanding  leadership 


Mrs.  Robert  Compton 

The  1975  School  of  Christian  Mission  is 
less  than  three  weeks  away,  and  in¬ 
dications  are  that  it  will  be  en¬ 
thusiastically  attended  by  a  record 
number  of  persons  from  throughout  the 
Conference.  This  year’s  strong  and 
qualified  leadership  adds  particular 
interest  to  a  perenially  good  program. 

As  previously  announced,  the  school  is 
divided  into  two  full,  short  sessions, 
enabling  more  persons  to  come  at  times 
most  appropriate  for  individual 
schedules.  The  mid-week  session  starts 
on  Wednesday,  July  16,  apd  concludes  at 
noon  on  Friday,  July  20.  The  week-end 
session  begins  on  Friday  afternoon  and 
continues  through  Sunday  morning  July 
20.  As  in  past  years,  the  School  will  be 
held  on  Centenary’s  beautiful  campus. 

The  two  sessions  will  focus  on  studies, 
choices,  Missions,  audiovisuals,  and 
training  for  elected  leaders.  Mrs.  F.  E. 
Kennon  of  Minden,  Dean  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  School,  stresses  that  interested 
men  of  the  Conference  are  urged  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Week-End  School  (a  time 
usually  more  convenient  for  them).  Any 
woman  of  the  church,  whether  or  not  she 
is  a  member  of  United  Methodist  Women, 
is  welcome.  Registration  forms  have 
been  sent  to  every  local  unit  of  UMW,  and 
if  you  plan  to  attend,  you  are  urged  to 
make  this  known  to  your  local  president 
immediately. 

The  leadership  of  the  School  will  bring 
a  particular  dimension  of  importance  to 
the  program.  Heading  the  session  on 
THE  PROPHETS:  MESSAGE  TO  THE 
NATIONS  (spiritual  growth  study)  are: 
Mrs.  I.  D.  Dorsey,  Owensboro,  Ky.;  Mrs. 
Robert  May,  Winnsboro,  Texas;  and  Dr. 
Brian  Kovacs,  Centenary  College. 

Mrs.  Dorsey,  a  long-time  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  ac¬ 
tively  identified  in  numerous  facets  of 
church  and  community  leadership,  is 
currently  serving  on  the  Citizens’ 
Committee  of  the  Owenesboro  (Ky.) 
Community  Development  Program, 
GRADD  Area  Council  on  Aging,  Retired 


Ministries,  and  was  a  representative  of 
the  World  Division  at  the  Inauguration  of 
the  United  Church  of  Pakistan,  in 
Lahore,  Pakistan.  A  graduate  of  Indiana 
State  University,  she  has  had  extensive 
training  in  the  areas  of  public  relations, 
human  relations,  Christian  Social 
Relations  and  group  leadership.  She  has 
held  state  offices  for  Church  Women 
United  in  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Minnesota, 
and  is  Vice-President  of  United  Methodist 
Women  of  the  Louisville  Conference. 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  May,  who  has  had  wide 
experience  in  teaching,  speaking,  and 
leading  retreats,  is  a  native  of 
Mississippi  and  the  wife  of  the  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Winns¬ 
boro,  Texas.  She  has  held  many  posts 
both  in  her  local  church  and  in  the  North 
Texas  Conference.  For  eight  years  she 
was  an  officer  of  the  North  Texas 
Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Service, 
and  currently  is  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  United 
Methodist  Women.  In  her  Conference  she 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Commission  on 
Status  and  Role  of  Women;  Chairperson 
of  the  Division  of  National  and  World 
Outreach,  Board  of  Missional  Concerns; 
and  member  of  Committee  on  Research 


Ms.  Joan  L.  Clark 

Louisiana,  studied  at  Louisiana  State 
University,  and  holds  both  un¬ 
dergraduate  and  graduate  degrees  from 
Delta  State  University  in  Cleveland, 
Miss. 

The  wife  of  the  Director  of  Admissions 
at  Delta  State,  Mrs.  Hemphill  is  active  in 
the  organizations  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  has  held  various  local  and 
district  UMW  offices.  She  has  also  held 
offices  in  the  Mississippi  Conference  and 
was  vice-president  and  chairperson  of  a 
program  area  of  UMW  in  the  North 
Mississippi  Conference.  She  was  a  Dean 


Also  participating  in  the  study  on 
Southeast  Asia  is  Dr.  Marvin  H.  Harper, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  former  missionary,  college 
President,  teacher  and  preacher.  A 
graduate  of  Emory  University,  he  also 
holds  degrees  from  Yale  University  and 
the  University  of  Chicago.  He  and  Mrs. 
Harper  served  as  missionaries  on  the 
faculty  of  the  Leonard  Theological 
College  in  India,  and  for  12  years  Dr. 
Harper  was  President  of  the  college. 

After  returning  to  the  U.S.,  he  became 
a  professor  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University,  and  upon 
his  retirement  in  1970,  accepted  an  ap¬ 
pointment  as  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  UM 
Church  in  Ellenwood,  Ga. 

Doctor  Harper  has  taught  in  Pastors’ 
Schools  and  in  Regional  and  Conference 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission  in  several 
sections  of  the  country.  He  is  a  world 
traveler  and  has  written  a  number  of 
books,  including  one  about  the  work  of 
our  Church  in  India. 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon,  of  Minden,  Dean, 
and  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Compton,  Con¬ 
ference  UMW  President,  urge  a  strong 
response  to  this  exceptional  program  led 
by  these  capable  persons. 


Mrs.  Robert  C.  May 
and  Planning.  She  is  a  graduate 


of 


Mrs.  I.  D.  Dorsey 

Senior  Volunteer  Program,  and  the 
Governor’s  Institute  on  Aging  for  the 
state  of  Kentucky.  She  is  a  former 
member  of  the  Women’s  Division  and  the 
World  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 


Scarritt  College  lii  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
has  done  graduate  work  at  SMU. 

Dr.  Brian  W.  Kovacs  is  associate 
professor  of  Sociology  at  Centenary 
College,  and  is  an  outstanding  scholar 
and  teacher.  He  is  an  Elder  in  full  con¬ 
nection  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  United 
Methodist  Conference,  and  has  written 
many  scholarly  papers  and  essays  in 
connection  with  his  work. 

A  Summa  Cum  Laude  graduate  of 
Western  Reserve  University  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  he  also  holds  degrees 
from  The  Iliff  School  of  Theology, 
Denver,  and  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Atlanta.  He  is  a  linguist  and  photography 
enthusiast. 

Kovacs  has  been  engaged  in  a  variety 
of  positions  related  to  his  field  of 
educational  background,  and  has  been 
active  in  organizational  efforts  of 
numerous  social  service  projects. 

Ms.  Joan  Clark,  Women’s  Division 
Staff  member,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  Mrs. 
M.  S.  Hemphill,  Cleveland.  Miss.,  will 
lead  the  group  on  A  Nation  Under  God." 
This  study  will  provide  a  Christian 
perspective  for  celebrating  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial. 

A  native  of  Michigan,  Ms.  Clark  was 
graduated  from  Western  Michigan 
University,  and  holds  a  Master’s  degree 
in  Christian  Education  from  Scarritt. 
Commissioned  a  deaconess  in  1971,  she 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Women’s 
Division  staff  since  1972,  when  she  was 
assigned  to  the  Dallas  regional  office. 
Prior  to  this  time,  she  served  from  1968- 
1970  as  a  US-2  church  and  community 
worker  in  Sullivan  County,  Indiana.  In 
this  connection  she  worked  closely  with 
church  schools,  women’s  groups,  and 
among  youth  of  the  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  county. 

Mrs.  Melvin  S.  Hemphill,  a  native  of 


Mrs.  Melvir.  Hemphill 
of  the  South  Atlantic  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission,  and  currently  is 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  having  been  elected 
through  UMW. 

The  third  study  area,  SOUTHEAST 
ASIA:  CHRISTIAN  PRESENCE,  is 
being  led  by  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  of 
Baton  Rouge,  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
and  well  known  throughout  Louisiana  for 
her  outstanding  work  and  influence.  Her 
many  offices  of  responsibility  and  con¬ 
tributions  both  professionally  and  per¬ 
sonally  to  the  Church  in  general,  and  in 
numerous  phases  of  the  Conference 
program,  are  familiar  to  United 
Methodist  Women  and  to  our  readership. 


Dr.  Marvin  E.  Harper 

_ And  Notes 

Around  our 
conference 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Peyton,  Associate 
Pastor  at  First  Church,  Alexandria, 
attended  the  regional  meeting  for  the 
Conference  on  Religion  and  the  Arts  in 
Nashville  recently.  The  meeting  was 
highly  productive  and  should  infuse  our 
Conference  with  additional  information 
and  inspiration  in  the  vital  re-linkage  of 
the  arts  with  the  institution  which  is  the 
mother  of  the  arts,  the  church. 


Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery 


Ordinates  received  at  Annual  Conference 
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This  newspaper 
is  read  by 
more  than  13,000 
United  Methodist 
families 


Bishop’s  Message 

Mr.  Ferdinand  Grayson  made  a  splendid  presentation  at  Annual  Conference, 
when  he  invited  us  all  to  New  Orleans  to  the  banquet  scheduled  for  November 
12,  the  occasion  being  the  party  for  the  worldwide  Council  of  Bishops.  As  you 
know,  this  will  be  the  only  date  in  our  lifetime  that  the  Council  of  Bishops  will 
meet  within  the  bounds  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  We  are  going  "all  out"  to 
make  it  a  memorable  five-day  event.  Bishops  and  their  wives  will  be  coming 
from  all  over  the  world.  Usually  the  heavy  business  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  is 
interrupted  with  one  brief  period  of  relaxation  and  of  lighthearted  joy.  The 
banquet  to  which  we  are  invited  is  just  this  occasion  At  that  banquet  ( to  be  held 
at  6-30  p  m.  in  the  Fairmont-Roosevelt  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  November  12)  lay 
people  and  clergy  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  will  be  given  opportunity  to  meet 
the  bishops  from  the  United  States  and  abroad,  to  have  a  good  meal  together,  to 
enjoy  a  festive  Mardi  Gras  program,  and  to  have  one  summary  moment  of 
seriousness  —  but  no  addresses  and  no  speeches  at  this  banquet. 

Included  in  the  price  of  the  ticket  is  your  contribution  to  the  hosting  of  the 
five-day  event.  It  is  expected  that  groups  will  organize  in  various  parts  of  the 
state  to  come  to  New  Orleans  for  our  party.  The  Louisiana  Conference  will  act 
as  hosts  to  the  Council  of  Bishops.  For  more  information,  consult  your  district 
superintendent  or  write  this  office.  Let's  make  the  event  memorable  and  in 
keeping  with  the  gracious  hospitality  for  which  Louisianans  are  known. 
Encircle  that  date  on  your  calendar  now. 

Faithfully, 


Chatham  First  UM  honors  two 
members  for  century  of  service 


In  an  impressive  and  memorable  service  held  in  First  UM 
Church,  Shreveport  during  the  recent  Annual  Conference, 
Deacons  and  Elders  were  ordained.  Music  was  furnished  by 
thP  Weslevan  Bell  Choir  of  First  UM  Church,  Lake  Charles, 


and  by  the  choir  of  Shreveport  First  UM.  Dr.  Irving  L.  Smith, 
Pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  UM  Church,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  was 
guest  preacher.  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Jr.  conducted  the 
service  of  ordination. 


The  "Good  News  Singers’’  presented  a 
youth  folk  musical,  "I’m  Here,  God’s 
Here,  Now  We  Can  Start,’’  at  the  Vivian 
UM  Church  recently.  This  exciting 
musical  progresses  through  a  series  of 
discoveries  that  when  "God’s  presence  is 
acknowledged,  exciting  things  happen." 
The  presentation  was  graciously 
received  by  the  Vivian  congregation. 


Linda  Howe  Dawson,  daughter  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  was 
graduated  from  the  College  of  Chemistry 
and  Physics  of  LSU,  Baton  Rouge, 
Magna  Cum  Laude.  Dr.  Dawson  is 
Pastor-Emeritus  of  First  UM  Church, 
Baton  Rouge. 


The  Rev.  W.  Chatmon  McZeal  was  the 
guest  speaker  for  the  congregation  of 
Mallalieu  UM  Church  of  Jennings  on 
June  8.  A  native  of  Jennings,  Mr.  McZeal 
now  lives  and  preaches  in  New  Jersey. 
The  Rev.  R.  M.  Harris  is  pastor  of  the 
Mallalieu  (Jennings)  Church. 


Two  long-time, 
devoted  members 
of  First  UM  Church, 

Chatham,  were 
honored  recently 
for  their  special 
contributions  to  the 
church  spanning  a 
total  of  100  years 
between  them.  They 
are  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Herman  Wilder. 

Their  pastor,  the 
Rev.  William  B. 

Shaw,  notes  that 
"...  in  every  com¬ 
munity  there  are 
those  whose  devotion  to  Christ  and  His 
Church  is  marked  by  distinction  .  .  .  such 
service  is  not  always  glaringly  visible  or 
even  called  attention  to  often  ...”  But 
the  Chatham  church  did  call  attention  to 
the  service  held  in  their  honor. 

Their  many  contributions  include 
almost  every  facet  of  church  activity 
with  no  job  too  small  or  too  large.  Mr. 
Wilder  was  instrumental  in  assisting  the 
Rev.  J.  T.  Garrett  (then  pastor)  to  raise 

Paying  our  credit 

“Credit  is  due”  the  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones 
of  Haynesville,  who  performed  an  out¬ 
standing  job  of  photographing  events  at 
the  1975  Annual  Conference.  The  task  of 
publicizing  our  important  meeting 
requires  many  hours,  a  lot  of  contacts, 
and  a  little  expertise.  Lael  Jones 
provided  us  with  many  expert  pictures, 
and  he  was  always  there  when  we  needed 
him.  Best  of  all,  he  worked  gladly, 
cheerfully,  and  professionally.  "Thank 
you”  is  the  only  "pay”  he  gets;  and  no 
"thank  you”  is  quite  adequate.  But  we 
say  it,  anyhow,  and  express  here  our 
gratitude  for  his  fine  spirit  of 
cooperation ! 

CFA  expresses 
appreciation, 
elects  officers 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  through  the 
means  of  this  newspaper  wishes  to  ex¬ 
press  its  appreciation  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Henry  A.  Rickey  for  his 
"...  distinguished  and  unselfish  ser¬ 
vice  ...  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  while  serving  with  outstanding 
leadership  vision  and  ability  as 
Chairman  .  .  .”  (of  C.F.A.).  Dr.  Rickey’s 
membership  on  this  body  ended  upon  his 
recent  retirement. 

In  a  meeting  of  the  C.F.A.  held  at 
Annual  Conference,  the  Rev.  James  J. 
Caraway  was  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Conference  group.  Dr.  G.  Leon  Net- 


At  First  UM  Church,  Chatham:  from 
left,  front  row,  Mrs.  Roy  Garrett 
(daughter) ;  Herman  Wilder,  Mrs. 
Wilder;  Mrs.  D.  C.  Collins  (daughter) ; 
back  row,  the  Rev.  William  B.  Shaw, 
pastor  and  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Garrett,  former 
pastor. 

funds  and  help  build  the  first  unit  of  the 
church.  Mrs.  Wilder  not  only  represents 
her  church  at  many  meetings,  but  is 
unceasing  in  her  devotion  to  all  persons 
of  her  community. 

This  is  the  time 


Eloi  Primeaux,  President  United 
Methodist  Men 

The  United  Methodist  Men’s  Retreat  is 
this  weekend,  and  enthusiasm  is  at  its 
peak!  If  you  had  not  planned  to  attend 
and  find  you  can  "make  it”  at  the  last 
minute,  Eloi  Primeaux  and  his  com¬ 
mittee  will  welcome  you. 

The  fellowship,  spiritual  stimulation 
and  fun  will  be  well  worth  the  easy  trip  to 
Louisiana  College  at  Pineville.  Bishop 
Crutchfield  will  be  there,  and  all 
members  of  the  Conference  know  that  he 
always  has  great  messages  —  both  in  the 
pulpit  and  in  his  presence. 

terville  was  elected  Vice-Chairman ;  the 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  secretary;  and 
the  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  was 
appointed  to  serve  as  representative  of 
the  C.F.A.  to  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  along  with  the  Reverend 
Caraway. 


Summer  activities  in  full  swing 
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EMC  ‘agency’  is  dangerous  precedent  United  Methodism  shows  strength 

when  it  accepts  our  differences 


The  16-month  old  debate  between  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  (EMC) 
and  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM)  has  come  full  circle. 

It  began  in  February  1974  in  an  at¬ 
mosphere  of  misunderstanding  and 
mistrust  and  with  the  threat  that  the 
EMC  would  organize  its  own  mission 
board  for  evangelical  outreach  overseas. 
After  months  of  discussion  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  efforts,  matters  appear  to  have 
returned  to  the  starting  point.  This  time, 
however,  a  “supplemental”  mission 
agency”  for  support  of  evangelical 
missionaries  and  projects  not  approved 
by  the  official  church  agencies  has  been 
formed  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

In  the  eyes  of  EMC  members  the  in¬ 
dependent  action  they  have  taken  to  form 
this  new  agency  is  a  positive  step  toward 
the  evangelization  of  the  non-Christian 
world.  They  claim  the  World  Division  of 
the  BGM  has  not  been  living  up  to  its 
Christian  obligation  to  “reach  the 
unreached”  and  has  emphasized  the 
“social  gospel"  to  the  neglect  of  “per¬ 
sonal  salvation.” 

For  these  reasons  the  EMC  claims  it 
can  no  longer  delay  forming  a  “supple¬ 
mental”  agency  to  be  used  when  the 
World  Division  does  not  live  up  to  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  evangelicals. 

EMC  members  stress  that  they  have 
not  formed  a  competing  mission  board, 
but  have  just  supplemented  the  existing 
structure.  They  claim  they  still  want  to 
work  within  the  system,  but  want  their 
own  agency  for  assurance  that 
evangelicals  will  not  be  slighted  in  the 
emphasis  of  the  church. 

Yet,  what  does  it  mean  to  form  such  a 
“supplemental”  agency.  There  are 
certain  implications  to  such  an  action 
which  demand  the  consideration  of  not 
only  EMC  members,  but  the  church  at 
large.  These  considerations  need  to  be 
made  regardless  of  our  theological 
leanings.  The  issue  at  this  point  is  not  one 
of  evangelism  vs.  social  action,  but  one  of 
constructive  vs.  destructive  methods  of 
making  our  voices  heard  in  the  church. 

To  accept  and  support  a  “supple¬ 
mental”  mission  agency  is:  1.  to  say  that 
a  valid  tool  of  dissent  in  the  church  is  the 
by-passing  of  duly  authorized  boards  and 
agencies  when  we  disagree  with  their 
policies  and  2.  to  say  that  time- tested 
procedures  set  up  by  United  Methodism 
for  handling  such  dissent  are  no  longer 
valid. 

On  the  first  point,  if  as  a  church  we  give 
validity  to  such  unauthorized  agencies 
we  run  the  risk  of  undermining  the  work 
of  our  official  boards  and  agencies  and 
making  them  ineffective.  If  every  time  a 
group  disagrees  with  a  policy  or 
procedure  of  a  board  we  allow  that  group 
to  form  an  agency  to  deal  with  the 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Expect  a  poor  harvest 


matter,  chaos  would  reign.  Such  a 
precedent  would  soon  compromise  the 
connectional  system  of  church 
organization  which  has  long  been 
recognized  as  a  “genius”  of  this 
denomination. 

On  the  second  point,  if  we  support  such 
a  “supplemental”  mission  agency  we 
disregard  General  Conference  and  other 
official  church  governing  bodies  whose 
responsibility  it  is  to  deal  with  such 
matters  with  the  good  of  the  whole 
church  in  mind. 

If  procedures  did  not  exist  for  change 
within  “the  system,”  then  some  justifica¬ 
tion  could  be  given  for  such  a  move  by  the 
EMC.  Few  Christians  of  whatever 
theological  point  of  view  could  quarrel 
with  the  obligation  of  each  individual  who 
professes  Christ  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
his  faith  in  spite  of  conflicts  with  the 
procedures  of  the  church. 

Yet  is  this  the  case  with  the  EMC? 
Leaders  of  that  organization  have 
consistently  stated  that  progress  has 
been  made  for  their  cause  in  recent 
months.  Its  executive  committee  chair¬ 
man  said  only  three  months  ago  that  “the 
door  is  now  open  for  evangelical 


missionaries  to  serve  through  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

With  these  statements  in  mind,  can  the 
charge  that  “change  is  slow”  be  enough 
to  warrant  such  a  drastic  action  as  that 
which  has  been  approved?  There  seems 
to  be  no  reason  for  such  an  act,  apart 
from  impatience  and  the  desire  for 
expediency. 

Some  persons  have  suggested  that  the 
EMC  action  is  more  than  just  counter¬ 
productive  to  the  work  of  the  church,  and 
that  it  is  of  questionable  legality  under 
church  law.  If  that  is  the  case,  the  matter 
needs  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Judicial 
Council,  the  denomination’s  “supreme 
court"  in  such  matters. 

Legalities  not  withstanding,  it  seems  to 
be  no  more  than  common  sense  for 
United  Methodists  everywhere  to  reject 
this  action  by  the  EMC  on  the  grounds 
that  it  attempts  to  unnecessarily  work 
around  rather  than  through  the  proper 
procedures  of  the  church. 

Regardless  of  our  sympathies  for  or 
against  the  point  of  view  of  the  EMC  on 
evangelism,  none  of  us  should  fail  to 
recognize  the  dangers  present  in  the 
course  of  action  it  has  taken. 


By  JOANNE  S1DDON 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  26  years,  but  not 
until  recently  have  I  fully  understood  and 
appreciated  what  this  means.  In  the 
shallowness  of  my  Christianity,  I  was 
unaware  there  were  so  many  varying 
beliefs,  creeds,  doctrines  and  levels  of 
understanding  among  believers,  but 
rec'olgniiing  now  how  differently 
Christians  interpret  the'  Word  and  apply 
’  it,  I  am  so  grateful  that  God  led  me  to  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Within  the  framework  of  my  church,  I 
have  been  allowed  the  freedom  to  grow 
and  mature  as  a  Christian,  without  being 
told  what  and  how  to  believe.  With  all  of 
its  imperfections  it  still,  In  my  opinion, 
allows  more  freedom  of  thought  than  any 
other  denomination. 

And  most  important  of  all,  it  has  the 
wisdom  to  recognize  it  isn’t  the  “only” 
church,  but  that  Methodists,  like  all  other 
believers,  are  merely  a  part  of  the  Body 
of  Christ. 

Now  today,  in  the  midst  of  the  con¬ 
troversy  over  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  the  Methodist  Church  is  unique  in 
its  stand.  Some  churches  limit  God’s 
sovereignty  to  the  First  Century  Church. 
Some  publicly  denounce  those  who 
believe  differently.  Some  even  term  as 
“heretical"  those  in  the  body  of  Christ 
who  call  themselves  “charismatic”  as 
they  opfenly  discuss  their  beliefs  and 
experiences. 

Some  are  suspicious  —  others  fearful  of 
what’s  happening  in  the  church  today. 
Yet,  there  are  leaders  in  our  church  who, 
like  Dr.  David  Seamands,  Pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Wilmore, 
Kentucky,  describe  a  charismatic  as 
merely  being  “a  Christian  with  power 
steering.” 

True,  some  charisma  tics  need  to  apply 
their  brakes,  but  Spirit-filled  Christians 
hpye  strengthened  the  body  of  Christ  long 
before  the  term  “charismatic”  was  ever 
tagged  to  them.  John  Wesley  talked  of 
the  "witness  of  the  Spirit.”  Today,  we 
speak  of  the  “baptism  with  the  Holy 
Spirit.”  Not  a  new  concept  —  simply  a 
new  awareness  of  what  can  happen  in  the 
life  of  the  yielded  believer. 

I  am  grateful  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  recommends  that  the 
charismatic  movement  “be  allowed  the 
freedom  to  be  itself  within  the  life  of  our 
church,  and  to  continue  to  share  its  in¬ 
sights  with  those  who  wish  to  receive 
them”  (taken  from  a  report  accepted  by 
the  Bristol,  1974,  Conference). 

I  am  thankful  my  church  is  attempting 
to  direct  the  enthusiasm  of  those  who 
embrace  the  charismatic  movement, 
leading  them  toward  spiritual  maturity, 


rather  than  publicly  denouncing  them  in 
a  most  un-Christlike  manner  as  some 
have.  I  am  glad  it  recognizes  what  this 
channeled  enthusiasm  can  do  to  awaken 
“the  sleeping  giant.” 

I  am  also  grateful  it  values  its  heritage, 
not  adopting  new  thoughts  and  new 
concepts  without  first  “trying  the 
spirits."  Even  though  we  grow  in  bur  own 
understanding,  the  Scriptures  them¬ 
selves  never  change.  ' 

1  John  Wesley,  I  think,  would  Htlve  been 
very  much  at  home  in  the  charismatic 
movement  (as  the  United  Methodist 
Church  knows  it)  today,  admonishing  the 
extremists,  as  the  Apostle  Paul  did  the 
Corinthians;  but  also,  like  Paul,  in¬ 
structing  them,  rather  than  forcing  them 
to  leave  the  church. 

I’m  thankful  for  the  opportunities  for 
spiritual  growth  that  my  church  is 
providing  in  the  form  of  conferences, 
seminars,  ashrams,  etc.  If  more  of  the 
laity  and  the  clergy  would  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  these  opportunities,  there  would 
be  less  discord  and  misunderstanding  in 
the  body  of  Christ.  Even  if  we  are  unable 
to  accept  another’s  way  of  thinking,  as 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,  we  must 
learn  to  accept  each  other. 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Bishop  of  the 
Charlotte,  N.C.  area,  said  at  the  recent 


“Living  in  the  Now”  conference  on 
evangelism  held  in  New  Orleans :  “One  of 
the  great  phenomena  of  our  time  is' the 
rediscovery  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Like  every  great  development  in 
the  history  of  the  church,  it  has  both  its 
privileges  and  its  perils. 

It  has  its  promise  of  opportunity  and  6f 
power  ;  and  it  has  its  threat  of  abuse  and 
danger.  But  there  is  no  question  in  my 
mind,  as  I  trust  there  isn’t  in  yours,  that 
this  development  is  of  the  Lord.  I  would 
rathei*  deal  with  the  problems  that  comd 
from  it,  than  to  deal  with  the  problems 
we  had  before  it  came.” 

As  long  as  we  have  men  of  vision  like 
Bishop  Hunt  and  our  own  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  to  lead  the  way,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  continue  to  bring 
light  into  darkness. 

I’m  so  glad,  right  now,  to  be  a 
Methodist,  but  I  look  forward  to  the  day 
when  we  can  simply  think  of  each  other 
as  Christians. 

“Here  J  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mrs.  Joanne 
Siddon,  is  a  member  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Winnsboro, 
Louisiana. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Street  beggars:  What 
can  Christians  do? 


I  was  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  on  a 
Monday  night  and  was  looking  for  some 
place  to  have  dinner  to  break  the 
monotony  of  my  hotel  room  when  sud¬ 
denly  a  beard-stubbled  face  popped  up  in 
front  of  me. 

“Man,  I  ain’t  had  nothing  to  eat  in  two* 
days,”  it  said  to  me.  “Could  you  spare 
some  change?”  It  was  the  same  face  I 
had  seen  in  other  towns,  at  other  times. 
Half  startled,  half  afraid,  I  took  a  step 
backward  and  looked  at  the  man  who 
belonged  to  the  face. 

Like  always,  he  was  scraWney  and 
empty  looking.  His  eyes  were  half  a 
humble  plea  and  half  a  demanding 
threat.  His  clothing  was  dirty  and  ragged 
—  enough  so  to  make  me  suspect  that 
was  the  way  he  meant  to  look.  There  was 
something  about  him  that  I  Wanted  to 
reach  out  to  help  and  there  was 
something  else  about  him  that  made  me 
want  to  turn  and  run.  T 


Bud  Herron 
have  a  little  change,” 


Readers  agree  with  need  to  restore  Wesley’s  Chapel 
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To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  the  picture  and 
editorial  concerning  Wesley’s  Chapel.  I 
took  the  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tour 
to  England  in  November,  1974,  and  will 
always  look  upon  the  experience  with 
gratitude  and  pleasure. 

I  consider  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministry’s  decision  not  to  support  the 
restoration  most  wrong  and  short¬ 
sighted.  Many  answers  to  today's 
problems  can  be  found  in  the  past,  as 
most  historians  and  statesmen  have  tried 
to  tell  us.  And  to  quote  John  Wesley  in  his 
later  years:  “I  am  not  afraid  that  the 
people  called  Methodists  will  cease  to 
exist  ...  but  that  they  should  exist  as  a 
dead  sect,  having  the  form  of  religion 
without  the  power.  And  this  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  the  case  if  they  do  not  hold 
fast  to  the  doctrine,  spirit  and  discipline 
with  which  they  started  out.” 

I  believe  that  the  restoration  and 
preservation  of  Methodism’s  beginnings 
can  result  in  more  respect  and  ap¬ 
preciation  for  our  church  of  today.  It  is 


;jauiKII3;< 


FTHI  PHFTnr 

I  MITHQP1IT 

Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager,  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Administrator,  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Strickland;  Assistant  Edi¬ 
tors:  Conference  Editions,  Jean 
Yeager;  Local  Editions,  Kay  Field¬ 
er;  News  Editor,  Clyde  Chesnutt; 
Senior  Staff  Writer,  Bud  Herron; 
Staff  Writer,  Pat  Sites;  Contributing 
Editor,  T.  Otto  Nall;  Composition 
Manager.  Bill  Sybert;  Editorial 
Assistant,  Barbara  Berg;  Produc¬ 
tion  Assistant,  Nick  Madaloni;  Circ¬ 
ulation  Manager,  Don  Arnold. 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  met  mains  an 
Independent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  proriding 
its  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  Information 
and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism’s  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Publisher,  but  represent  the  opinions  at  the 
Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of 
ojdnlon  appearing  In  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
of  .he  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Reporter  staff. 

The  Reporter  Is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Conferences  of  Texas  and  is  published  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  as  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  The  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Repcrter  maintains  no  official  relationship 
to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to 
any  of  the  denomination’s  general  boards  or 
agencies,  but  does  serve  »•  the  oMHai 
publication  for  24  United  Methodtot  annual 
conferences  which  publish  special  regional 
editions. 

ADDRESS  CORRESPONDENCE 
T0;  P.O.BOX  1076 
Dallas,  Texas  75221 
[214J748-6491 

Individual  subscriptions:  IS .00  per  year  for 
National  edition;  $3.00  per  year  for  Conference 
editions  Special  rates  for  groups  of  10  or  more 
subs  available  upon  request. 

Second  Class  postage  paid  In  Dallas,  Texas. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  form  3979  to  P.O. 
Box  1970.  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


only  through  the  dedication  of  those  who 
went  before  that  it  exists  at  all. 

I,  for  one,  am  very  glad  the  restoration 
has  begun,  and  will  continue  to  do  as 
much  as  I  can  to  try  to  promote  interest 
in  this  project  and  in  all  aspects  of  our 
wonderful  Methodist  heritage. 

Barbara  Driver 
Quenemo,  Kansas 

Must  recognize  heritage 

To  the  Editor: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  the  McGregor  United  Methodist 
Church  has  exceeded  its  quota  by  50% 
for  the  restoration  of  the  John  Wesley 
Chapel  project  in  London,  England.  This 
was  done  through  the  efforts  of  our 
former  pastor,  Rev.  Terry  Nelson  and 
myself. 

It  was  so  easily  accomplished  that  I 
wonder  why  more  churches  have  not 
responded  to  this  call.  Is  it  because  the 
church  pastors  and  officials  have  not 
presented  the  cause  to  their 
congregations? 

Regardless  of  the  objection  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  subscribe 
to  this  project,  I  am  one  who  believes  that 
if  we  do  not  recognize  our  past  heritage, 
the  future  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  doomed. 

Hoyle  E.  Hackney 
McGregor,  Texas 
Chapel  deserves  support 
To  the  Editor: 

I’ve  just  read  the  June  13  issue  of 
TM/  UMR.  The  editorial  relating  to  City 
Road  Chapel,  London,  is  a  significant 
part.  I  have  clipped  it  and  mailed  it  to  the 
Rev.  Allan  Birtwhistle  in  London.  I  know 
that  he  will  greatly  appreciate  it  himself. 

I  am  one  of  those  whose  feels  as  you  do. 
We  cannot  afford  to  be  without  City  Road 
Chapel.  The  gifts  of  Methodists  directed 
toward  its  restoration  will  not  impair  any 
other  financial  program  in  which  the 
church  is  engaged. 

Thanks  for  writing  this  article.  It’s  well 
done  and  ought  to  bear  some  fruit.  It  is 
my  earnest  hope  that  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  the  Church  at  large  will  set 
another  special  day  for  an  offering  and 
will  hallow  it  by  a  universal  observance 
throughout  the  nation. 

James  W.  Henley 
Lakeland,  Florida 

Wesley's  Chapel  is 
a  worthwhile  cause 

To  the  Editor: 

We  thank  God  for  your  editorial,  “What 
is  our  Wesleyan  heritage  worth?’’ 
(TM/  UMR,  June  13).  It  is  hoped  that  the 
condition  of  Wesley’s  Chapel,  London, 
England,  will  be  brought  to  the  attention 
of  all  Methodists  once  again.  Each  week 
we  have  searched  the  church  paper  for 
news  regarding  the  Chapel.  To  our 
dismay,  we  realized  that  things  were  not 
gairfg  well.  What  had  happened? 


It  was  our  joy  to  visit  Wesley’s  Chapel 
on  World  Communion  Sunday  October 
1962,  again  in  September  of  1971,  and  last 
year.  Coming  to  this  little  church  in  the 
shadow  of  St.  Paul’s  was  like  coming 
home.  The  organ,  the  hymns,  the  ser 
mon,  the  warm  welcome  from  the 
congregation,  left  us  feeling  “strangely 
warmed,”  our  hearts  filled  with 
gratitude  for  our  heritage  in  Methodism. 

It  seems  ironic  that  as  the  United 
Methodist  Church  plans  to  mark  its 
Bicentennial  with  the  emblem  of  the 
cross  and  the  flame,  we  should  be  so 
insensitive  as  to  allow  the  very  hallowed 
structure  of  our  beginnings  to  fall  to  the 
erosion  of  time.  After  all,  didn’t  John 
Wesley  say,  “The  world  is  my  parish!” 

Please!  Let  us  renew  our  efforts!  It 
seems  to  us  that  a  church  with  10,000,000 
members  could  surely  spare  10c  per 
member  and  still  have  money  left  for 
“Global  Ministries”  to  feed  our  poor! 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Fike 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Column  was  shocking 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  shocked  when  I  read  the  article 
by  Bud  Herron,  “Ideas  We  phrisjiaqs 
could  offer  Jesus”  (TM/  UMR,  June  13). 
To  me  the  theme  was  utterly  distasteful. 
After  reading  the  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
by  Cindy  Otis,  Bud  Herron  really  let  me 
down. 

Please  keep  TM/  UMR  on  a  high  level. 

T.  F.  King 

Morgan  City,  Louisiana 

‘ Ideas  for  Jesus' 
not  appreciated 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  13  issue  of  TM/  UMR,  Bud 
Herron,  Staff  Writer,  had  an  article 
entitled  “Ideas  we  Christians  could  offer 
to  Jesus.”  Was  he  trying  to  be  in¬ 
formative,  sarcastic  or  sacrilegious? 


of  satire,  which  was  one  of  Christ’s 
favorites,  used  well  in  our  churches  these 
days.  Satire  was  used  by  Jesus  to  point 
out  the  pompous  self-righteousness  of  the 
Pharisees.  Bud  Herron  has  used  it  in  like 
manner.  Perhaps  the  reason  we  see  so 
little  satire  in  church  is  because  we  can’t 
afford  to  offend  our  pharisees. 

Stephen  Kimmel 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Amen  to  editorial 
on  Jesus’  name 

To  the  Editor: 

With  regard  to  the  editorial  of  May  30, 
“Jesus:  Saying  the  word  and  being  like 
him,”  I  say  a  hearty  amen. 

I  would  like  to  relate  a  personal  ex¬ 
perience  to  point  up  this  view.  I  lost  my 
husband  of  thirty -eight  years  to  a  sudden 
and  totally  unexpected  heart  attack  just 
before  Christmas.  I  do  not  think  I  could 
have  made  it  without  being  reduced  to  a 
“zombie”  if  it  had  not  been  for  our  very 
special  minister. 

He  and  his  wife  came  to  the  hospital  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  and  were  with  us 
In  my  opinion,  as  well  as  others  in  my  ,vvhen  death  came.  He  spent  many  hours 


balm.  There  is  no  greater  gift  than  a  man 
give  his  life  for  a  friend.  Well,  in  my 
season  of  sorrow  this  man  literally  gave 
me  his  life  and  his  strength  when  mine 
was  at  ebbtide. 

Anyone  can  speak  the  word  “Jesus.”  It 
requires  no  effort,  giving,  compassion  or 
love  —  but  how  many  are  able  to  live  up 
to  “the  Word.”  If  there  are  those  who 
derive  a  sense  of  piety  from  constantly 
mentioning  the  name  of  “Jesus,”  then 
they  have  their  reward,  as  Jesus  said  of 
the  scribes  and  pharisees.  But  those  who 
quietly  go  about  following  His  example 
will  be  rewarded  with  a  far  greater  sense 
of  fulfillment  and  at-onement  with  Him  in 
“the  peace  that  passeth  understanding.” 

I’m  sure  Jesus  would  rather  we 
followed  his  teachings  and  did  His  bid¬ 
ding,  instead  of  squandering  our  precious 
time  being  concerned  about  how  many 
times  we  repeated  His  name.  Actions 
speak  louder  than  words,  and  a  picture  of 
how  Jesus  lived  is  worth  a  thousand 
words  —  even  if  “the  word”  is  Jesus. 


Ruby  Threewit ,  •  * ,  » »  •  > 

Westmoreland^  Kansap  “*an  *  ”ave  8>ven- 


“Maybe 

mumbled,  reaching  into  my  pocket. 
Thoughts  ran  through  my  head:  “He’s 
probably  just  a  con  man.  No  doubt  he 
makes  more  money  doing  this  than  I  do 
working.  If  you  give  him  that  money 
you’ll  just  be  another  person  on  his 
sucker  list.” 

Inner  arguments  not  withstanding,  it 
was  easier  at  that  moment  to  fish  a 
quarter  out  of  my  pocket  and  continue  on 
my  way  than  to  debate  the  issue.  I 
handed  him  the  money  and  stepped 
around  him  on  the  narrow  sidewalk. 

I  had  taken  the  easy  way  out  in  dealing 
with  a  situation  which  has  always 
bothered  me.  How  do  I,  a  professing 
Christian,  deal  with  beggars? 

One  side  of  me  keeps  saying:  “Don’t 
give  money  to  beggars  on  the  street. 
There  are  legitimate  ways  for  the  needy 
to  receive  help  through  both  church  and 
secular  agencies.  To  give  money  to  street 
beggars  is  to  promote  a  self-degrading 
lifestyle  for  those  who  make  a  living  as 
panhandlers.” 

The  other  side  of  me  adds  confusingly : 
“The  existance  of  aid  agencies  does  not 
let  you  off  the  ‘moral  hook’  in  dealing 
charitably  with  your  fellow  man.  Even  if 
49  out  of  50  beggars  are  ‘con  men,’  it  is 
better  to  be  deceived  49  times  than  to 
reject  the  one  person  who  sincerely  needs 
help.” 

I  think  if  I  were  to  decide  what  I  believe 
rather  than  what  I  want  to  believe  for  my 
own  convenience,  I  would  have  to  come 
down  harder  than  either  of  those  alter¬ 
natives.  In  reality,  Jesus  does  not  ask  us 
to  help  our  fellow  man  after  we  have 
checked  his  references  —  he  asks  us  to 
simply  help. 

The  problem  with  all  of  that  is  that  it 
involves  risk.  We  have  to  risk  ourselves 
to  help  others.  We  must  risk  being 
“taken.”  We  must  risk  becoming  “in¬ 
volved”  in  something  that  might  take 
both  our  time  and  money.  Jesus  asks  us 
to  care  enough  to  risk  ourselves.  That’s  a 
.hard  request  to  grant. 

Many  times,  as  that  day  in  San 
Antonio,  I  have  reached  in  my  pocket  for 
a  quarter  as  a  way  of  saying  “Here’s 
some  money,  now  go  away  and  leave  me 
alone.”  Money  is  an  easy  thing  for  me  to 
give  compared  to  other  things  my  faith 
might  ask  me  for. 

My  time  is  what  I  guard  most.  And 
more  often  than  not,  a  beggar  with  a 
legitimate  need  is  as  much  in  need  of  my 
time  as  my  money.  When  a  person  is 
alone  and  hungry  a  quarter  will  rarely 
solve  his  problem.  Christian  love  and 
concern  might. 

Yet  I’m  an  expert  at  the  “cop-out.”  If 
Jesus  had  only  said  for  me  to  help  out 
when  I  have  time,  or  give  money  when  I 
have  plenty  or  lend  a  hand  when  I’m  sure 
the  person  in  need  isn’t  tricking  me,  I 
could  handle  it  a  lot  better. 

He  has  made  my  life  more  difficult 
than  I  would  sometimes  like  for  it  to  be. 
Still,  the  times  when  I  have  stopped  to 
help  that  beggar  on  the  street  with  a 
willingness  to  risk  both  my  ego  and  my 
bus  schedule,  He  has  made  it  all  worth- 
, .  whjle.  I  fciave  never  failed  to  receive  more 

—Bud  Herron 


area,  this  article  seems  misplaced  in  a 
United  Methodist  Church  paper.  Mrs. 
Madelyn  Murray  O’Hair,  a  self- 
proclaimed  atheist,  would  get  a  chuckle 
out  of  it,  but  for  Christians  of  our  faith 
and  respect  for  truths  of  the  Bible,  we 
frown  upon  it. 

Do  you  think  Mr.  Herron  is  rightly 
assigned  as  a  staff  writer  for  a  religious 

paper?  Willie  Mae  McCloud 

Bryson,  Texas 

4 Ideas  for  Jesus' 

were  brilliant 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  extend  my  thanks  for  printing 
Bud  Herron’s  brilliant  ‘‘Ideas  we 
Christians  could  offer  to  Jesus.”  (“On 
the  TM/  UMR  Beat,”  June  13). 

It  isn’t  often  that  we  see  the  technique 


with  the  family  before,  during  and  after 
the  funeral.  Later,  when  the  children 
returned  to  their  homes,  he  came 
regularly  to  help  me  work  out  my  grief 
and  keep  my  sanity. 

In  all  those  many  hours  when  I’m  sure 
he  was  drained  emotionally  as  well  as 
physically,  I  never  once  heard  him 
mention, the  word  “Jesus,”  but  he  didn’t 
have  to ;  he  lived  it  in  his  every  action :  in 
his  deep  compassionate  caring,  his 
gentleness,  his  patience  in  just  listening 
so  I  could  talk  it  all  out,  his  wise  un¬ 
derstanding  empathy,  his  suffering 
vicariously  with  me  and  thus  lightening 
my  crushing  load,  his  giving  of  himself 
unstintingly  with  no  thought  of  recom¬ 
pense  or  reward.  No,  not  once  did  the 
word  “Jesus”  cross  his  lips  —  but  the 
selfless  love  Jesus  taught  flowed  from 
him  in  a  constant  stream  of  healing 
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rquoiAe  and  Oliver  CfroA 
$14.95  Postpaid 

This  attractive  cross  is  handmade  by  Navajo 
Indian  silversmiths  of  Western  New  Mexico 
and  set  with  a  genuine  turquoise  stone.  The 
actual  size  Is  approximately  21-4x13-4  Inches, 
though,  as  with  all  handmade  items,  some 
variation  will  occur.  They  are  available  by 
mall  from  El  Gringo  Galleries,  Taos,  N.M. 
•7571.  Send  check  or  money  order. 
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SPORTSMAN  MAXIWAGON 

1975  Dodge  Sportsman 

15  Passenger 

Buy  -  Rent  -  Lease 

Contact  J.  Y.  Tingle 
Longhorn  Dodge,  Inc. 

2401 W.  7th  St.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  76107 
(017)  335-2331,  Metro  429-0121 
(214)  262  2244  (Dallas) 
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EMC  forms  ‘supplemental’  agency 

Evangelicals  say  they  will  serve  as  mission  board  when  necessary 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA  —  A  “supplemental”  world 
missions  agency  for  evangelical 
missionaries  and  causes  “rejected”  by 
official  United  Methodist  mission 
channels  was  approved  here  June  18  by 
the  executive  committee  of  a  16-month- 
old  federation  of  evangelical  United 
Methodists. 

Saying  they  still  plan  to  work  through 
official  church  channels  “whenever  apd 
wherever  possible,”  executive  com¬ 
mittee  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  (EMC)  voted  to  begin 
operating  as  a  “coordinating  and 
referral”  agency  for  evangelical  over¬ 
seas  needs  “not  being  met”  by  the  World 
Division  (WD)  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

According  to  a  news  release  issued 
following  the  meeting  (which  was  closed 
to  the  press),  the  EMC  services  will 
carry  on  functions  which  closely  parallel 
those  carried  on  by  the  World  Division, 
but  only  in  cases  where  that  division  “is 
not  meeting  the  mandates  of  the  Great 
Commission  for  reaching  the  unreached 
with  the  word  of  God.”  Dr.  David 
Seamands,  chairperson  of  the  EMC, 
stressed  that  the  EMC  has  not  set  up  a 
competing  missions  agency,  but  has  just 
“accepted  the  responsibility”  to  handle 
those  evangelical  needs  “rejected  by  the 
World  Division.”  He  said  this  would 
sometimes  mean  referral  to  non-denom- 
inational  mission  bodies  and  at  other 
times  would  mean  more  direct  support 
from  the  EMC. 

Dr.  Seamands  said  that  “when 
necessary”  the  EMC  will:  (1)  deal 
directly  with  overseas  churches 
requesting  aid  for  evangelism; 
(2.)  recruit  missionaries  for  overseas 
service  in  evangelism  and  provide  the 
necessary  support  through  the  aid  of 
local  churches. 

Dr .  Lois  Miller,  chief  executive  for  the 


World  Division,  when  contacted  by 
TM/  UMR,  said  she  had  not  seen  a  copy 
of  the  EMC  statement  and  therefore 
could  not  respond  to  its  action.  She  did 
say,  however,  that  “if  their  action  is  as  it 
appears  to  be,  I  am  terribly  disap¬ 
pointed.” 

The  EMC  action  came  two  months 
after  a  meeting  between  EMC  members 
and  staff  members  of  the  World  Division 
in  New  York  during  which  both  sides 
concluded  that  the  two  groups  might 
never  be  pble  to  reach  agreements  on 
mission  emphasis  because  of  deep 
philosophical  differences.  During  that 
meeting,  officials  of  the  WD  told  EMC 
members  they  could  see  no  purpose  in 
continuing  formal  discussions,  but  that 
the  WD  would  be  open  to  EMC  input  and 
would  continue  to  listen  to  their  opinions. 

That  meeting  was  the  last  in  a  series  of 


meetings  in  which  the  two  sides  have 
tried  to  “hammer  out"  differences  in 
approach  to  world  mission  outreach  by 
the  denomination.  The  EMC  has  con¬ 
sistently  claimed  the  World  Division 
emphasizes  “liberation  and  socio-politi¬ 
cal  action”  to  the  slighting  of  “efforts 
toward  personal  conversion.”  The  World 
Division  has  claimed  that  the  EMC  has 
too  narrow  an  idea  of  what  “evangelism” 
means  and  that  evangelism  has  always 
been  the  division’s  first  priority. 

The  “supplemental”  mission  agency 
had  always  been  an  EMC  possibility 
since  the  first  meeting  of  the  group  more 
than  16  months  ago.  At  that  original 
meeting  some  members  had  strongly 
supported  the  formation  of  such  an 
agency  and  others  had  expressed  a 
desire  to  go  a  step  further  and  totally  dis¬ 
associate  from  the  World  Division. 


Official  warns  against 
retreat  from  education 


At  the  recent  Atlanta  meeting  the 
possibility  of  a  complete  split  with  the 
World  Division  also  was  discussed,  but  in 
the  end  rejected  in  favor  of  the  more 
moderate  approach.  Dr.  Seamands  said 
the  executive  committee  has  “amazing 
unanimity”  in  its  decision  to  stay  with 
official  church  channels  whenever 
possible. 

“I  hope  the  idea  comes  through  that  we 
want  to  work  with  the  World  Division,” 
Dr.  Seamands  said  in  commenting  on  the 
■committee’s  decision.  “We  are  United 
Methodists  and  want  to  work  through  our 
church.  Yet  we  have  a  higher  obligation 
to  be  faithful  to  the  Great  Commission. 
We  can’t  wait  indefinitely  for  the  World 
Division  to  start  doing  that.  We  have  a 
Christian  obligation  to  do  what  we  can  do 
on  our  own. 

“The  thing  that  grieves  us  most  is  the 
total  lack  of  vision  at  475  (‘475’  refers  to 
the  offices  of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  at  475  Riverside  Drive 
in  New  York  City).  They  just  don’t  seem 
to  be  concerned  with  reaching  the 
unreached  people  of  the  world  with  the 
Christian  gospel.” 


Protest 

court 

decision 

PHILADEL¬ 
PHIA  —  A  “Give 
Us  Our  Rights” 
protest  march 
and  rally  here 
brought  nearly 
70,000  persons  to 
Independence 
Mall  to  voice 
opposition  to  the 
recent  decisions 
by  the  U.  S. 
Supereme  Court 
striking  down 
auxiliary  services 
to  children  at¬ 
tending  non¬ 
public  sch  iis  *n 
P  e  n  n  s  y  I  •  - 

Many  ob.>*  . 
say  the  court 
action  will  affect 
church  elemen¬ 
tary  and  second¬ 
ary  schools  in 
other  states. 
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TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  "If  the  church  retreats  any 
further  in  the  field  of  higher  education,  it 
runs  the  risk  of  isolating  itself  from  the 
world  and  becoming  simply  a  sect,”  Dr. 
Thomas  Trotter,  chief  executive  for  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  said  here  June 
19. 

In  an  interview  with  TM/  UMR  while 
in  Dallas  to  attend  a  meeting  of  ad¬ 
ministrators  from  United  Methodist- 
related  universities,  Dr.  Trotter  said 
“the  church  itself  would  disappear  if  it 
ever  quits  being  involved  in  higher 
education.” 

He  said  that  it  is  “absolutely  essential” 


the  church  today 


Cherokee  Indian  named  to 
General  Conference 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (RNS)  - 
There  will  be  at  least  one  American 
Indian  seated  as  a  full  voting  delegate  at 
the  1976  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  in  Portland,  Oregon. 

Jeremiah  Wolfe,  a  Cherokee,  was 
elected  here  as  a  lay  member  of  the 
Western  North  Carolina  delegation  to  the 
quadrennial  legislating  meeting. 

Most  of  the  Indian  members  of  the  10 
million-member  church  are  in  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference,  a  regional  organization  that 
does  not  yet  enjoy  full  voting  rights  at 
General  Conferences. 

Mr  Wolfe  is  the  lay  leader  of  the  145 
year-old  United  Methodist  Center  on  the 
Cherokee’s  western  North  Carolina 
reservation. 

Mrs.  Tracey  K.  Jones  dies 
MONTCLAIR,  N.  J.  (RNS)  -  Mrs. 
Martha  Clayton  Jones,  wife  of  the 
general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Tracey  K.  Jones,  Jr.,  died  here  June  14 
following  a  lengthy  illness.  She  was  56 
years  old. 

The  daughter  of  American  Baptist 
missionaries,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Clayton,  Mrs.  Jones  was  born  in  Huchow, 
China. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  served  as 
Methodist  missionaries  in  China  from 
1945  to  1950  and  in  Malaysia  froml952  to 
1954.  Dr.  Jones  then  joined  the  staff  of  the 
church’s  mission  board  in  New  York,  and 
in  1968  was  named  general  secretary. 

Memorial  services  were  scheduled  for 
June  21  in  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Montclair.  The  church  is 
establishing  a  memorial  fund  in  her 
name  to  support  mission  work. 
Conference  rejects  amnesty  plea 
FAYETTEVILLE,  N.  C.  (RNS)  -  The 
North  Carolina  United  Methodist  Annual 
Conference  rejected,  by  a  194-179  vote,  a 
resolution  calling  for  unconditional 
amnesty  for  draft  evaders  and  resisters 
In  the  Vietnam  war. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Con¬ 
ference,  the  resolution  said  amnesty 
“would  heal  the  wounds  and  divisions  of 
war  and  restore  confidence  in  govern¬ 
ment  .  .  .  bring  back  into  useful 
citizenship  those  who  are  now  barred  by 
legal  restrictions,  and  end  the  emotional 
and  economic  suffering  of  families  of 
those  who  are  in  exile  or  who  are 
■otherwise  subject  to  prosecution.” 


Number  of  ethnic  D.S.’s 
unchanged 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  - 
Thirty-seven  of  United  Methodism’s 
some  530  districts  in  the  U.S.  will  have 
ethnic  minority  persons  as  superin¬ 
tendents  this  year,  the  same  as  a  year 
ago,  according  to  reports  as  annual 
conference  sessions  closed. 

All  are  black  except  one  Asian- 
American  and  one  Hispanic-American, 
both  in  Southern  California-Arizona 
Conference. 

Two  conferences  (Southern  New 
Jersey  and  Wisconsin)  lost  their  only 
ethnic  superintendents,  and  three  others 
(Mississippi,  North  Mississippi  and 
South  Carolina )  dropped  one  each  under 
re-alignment  plans.  Gains  were 
registered  in  five  conferences 
(Baltimore,  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
Western  New  York,  West  Ohio  and 
Southern  New  England). 

The  number  of  ethnics  as  superin¬ 
tendents  of  non-segrated  districts  began 
a  steady  climb  from  zero  in  1964,  when 
elimination  of  the  former  Central 
(Negro)  Jurisdiction  began,  to  15  in  1968 
and  on  up  to  the  peak  of  37  in  1974  and 
1975. 

Reports  also  indicate  a  total  of  31 
ethnic  persons  serving  as  staff  members 
in  24  annual  conferences,  only  a  slight 
increase  from  a  year  ago.  Of  these,  three 
are  heads  of  staff,  the  same  as  in  1974, 


for  the  church  to  be  involved  in  higher 
education  because  “it  is  on  the  campuses 
of  our  nations  that  the  real  decisions  are 
being  made  that  determine  the  future  of 
our  society.”  He  charged  that  ^he  church 
has  been  “very  careless”  with  church- 
related  schools  in  the  past  ten  years  and 
now  has  a  major  task  ahead  in  reversing 
that  carelessness. 

“Our  retreat  from  higher  education 
began  in  finances,”  Dr.  Trotter  said, 
“but  it  was  soon  accelerated  by  a  number 
of  other  factors.”  He  said  that  one  of 
those  factors  has  been  declining  support 
from  the  pulpits  and  the  pews  for  church- 
related  schools. 

“In  the  50’s  a  young  United  Methodist 
preparing  for  college  first  considered 
church-related  schools  and  usually  only 
turned  to  state-supported  schools  if  he  for 
some  reasons  found  those  schools  lacking 
in  some  way,”  Dr.  Trotter  said.  “Now  the 
opposite  route  is  taken.  Persons  seriously 
consider  church-related  institutions  only 
as  an  alternative  to  the  state-supported 
ones.” 

Asked  whether  or  not  it  actually  makes 
any  difference  today  whether  or  not  a 
student  chooses  a  church-related  or  a 
state  college,  Dr.  Trotter  said  it  does,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  it  is  harder  to  state 
the  “quantitative  differences”  than  it 
once  was. 

He  said  that  although  religion  is  less 
obvious  on  many  church-related  cam¬ 
puses  thrpugh  rules  and  regulations, 
Christian  values  never-the-less  play  an 
important  role  in  efining  education  at 
these  schools. 

“I  would  argue  that  most  church- 
related  schools  have  ‘humanization’  as 
the  main  foundation  on  which  they  build 
their  academic  program,  where  many 
state-supported  schools  build  on  a 
foundation  of  ‘specialization,,’  ”  he  said. 

Asked  whether  or  not  the  church  can 
“afford”  to  be  in  education  today,  Dr. 
Trotter  said  the  church  cannot  afford  not 
to  be. 

“If  education  is  to  be  measured  in 
terms  of  technology  taught,  I  would  say 
we  have  little  business  inf  higher 
education,”  Dr.  Trotter  said.  “If 
however,  it  is  to  be  measured  —  as  it 
should  be  —  in  terms  of  quality  of  life  it 
builds  toward,  the  church  must  be 
there.” 


'Drought’  in  some  denominations 


Christian  educators’  future 
appears  promising  in  UMC 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  future  of  professional 
Christian  educators  may  be  in  doubt  in 
some  denominations,  but  the  opposite  is 
true  in  United  Methodism,  the  chief 
executive  for  United  Methodist  lay 
ministries  in  Nashville  said  here. 

An  average  of  more  than  250  local 
churches  per  year  have  been  adding 
Christian  educators  to  their  staffs  since 
1970  and  “we  still  can’t  catch  up  with  the 
demand,”  according  to  the  Rev.  R. 
Harold  Hipps,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry’s  division  of  lay 
ministries. 

The  denominational  trend  is  in  contrast 
with  a  recent  Religious  News  Service 
(RNS)  report  expressing  concern  by 
some  Christian  educators  in  Virginia  that 
there  is  a  “drought”  in  the  hiring  of 


educators  in  some  denominations, 
possibly  incuding  United  Methodism. 

The  report  attributes  the  “drought”  to 
changing  and  declining  membership  and 
an  oversupply  of  ministers.  It  quotes  the 
educators  as  saying  that  “Presbyterians, 
United  Methodists  and  Lutherans  may  be 
among  churches  now  facing  the  same 
drought  suffered  by  Episcopalians  20 
years  ago.” 

On  the  contrary,  United  Methodist 
churches  are  hiring  more  Christian 
educators  than  ever,  Mr.  Hipps  told 
TM/  UMR.  But  they’re  now  calling  for  a 
new  kind  of  educator.  “They  don’t  want 
just  a  keeper  of  the  Sunday  School 
anymore.  They  need  a  person  strong  in 
Biblical  and  theological  background  who 
can  work  in  the  total  educational  life  of 
the  church.” 

A  church  may  have  only  a  handful  of 
adult  church  school  classes,  he  noted,  yet 
have  literally  dozens  of  small  group 


Survey  reveals  profile 
of  Christian  educator 


Hunger  a  key  priority 
at  annual  conferences 


CHICAGO  (UMC)  -  World  Hunger 
was  raised  as  a  dominant  issue  in  many 
of  this  year's  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences,  according  to  reports 
received  here.  Offerings  were  reported 
and  received,  priorities  established,  and 
local  church  members  encouraged  to 
skip  meals  and  in  general  adopt  simpler 
life-styles. 

One  of  the  most  extensive  programs  is 
in  the  Memphis  Conference  where 
studies  are  projected,  weekly  fasting  is 
recommended,  2,000  families  are  to  be 
sought  in  the  conference  to  give  two  per 
cent  of  their  annual  take-home  income  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR),  the  nation  is  being 
asked  to  share  its  resources,  local 


Ex-Congressman  warns  Christians: 
respect,  don’t  worship ,  government 


MIAMI  BEACH  (RNS)  —  Brooks 
Hays,  former  Congressman  from 
Arkansas  and  a  past  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
called  on  Christians  to  remember  that 
the  government  must  be  respected  but 
never  worshipped. 

Addressing  members  of  the  SBC 
Christian  Life  Commission  at  a  dinner 
here,  Mr.  Hays  asserted  that  “honest 
patriotism  requires  disagreement  with 
the  government  when  it  is  wrong  as  well 
as  praise  for  it  when  it  is  right.  True 
patriotism  should  involve  a  compassion 
for  the  nation  which  is  consistent  and 
objective.” 

Mr.  Hays  warned  that  “an  awesome 
civil  religion  now  threatens  the  nation 
and  blurs  the  distinction  betwen  what 
belongs  to  Caesar  and  what  belongs  to 
God.  This  culture  faith  does  not  threaten 
to  replace  our  Biblical  faith  —  only  to 
compromise  it.  Confessors  of  the  folk 


faith  tend  to  equate  God  and  country. 
Civil  religion  is  characterized  by  the 
mythological  self-identity  of  America  as 
a  Christian  nation  and  by  the  superficial 
loyalty  of  the  patriot  who  confesses,  ‘My 
country  right  or  wrong!’  ” 

During  the  Bicentennial  celebration, 
the  former  SBC  president  predicted. 
“Temptations  to  succumb  to  the  appeals 
of  culture  religion  will  abound. 

Offering  guidelines  for  observing  the 
Bicentennial,  Mr.  Hays  advised,  “We 
must  carefully  distinguish  between  our 
loyalty  to  the  nation  and  our  faithfulness 
to  God.  Though  the  nation  is  important,  it 
is  not  ultimate.  Though  politics  are  of 
tremendous  significance,  their 
significance  is  not  absolute.  The  main¬ 
tenance  of  such  a  distinction  will  keep  us 
from  using  religious  motives  to  gain 
support  for  civil  policies  and  likewise 
from  using  the  institutions  of  government 
to  do  the  work  of  religion.” 


churches  are  asked  to  become  more 
aware  of  the  hungry  in  their  com¬ 
munities,  grocers  will  be  urged  to  make 
available  cheaper,  less  grain-fed  cuts  of 
beef,  and  attempts  will  be  made  to  in¬ 
fluence  legislation  at  state  and  national 
levels. 

Central  and  Southern  Illinois  are  trying 
to  raise  $1,500,000  during  1975  for  hunger 
assistance,  and  Central  Illinois  has  been 
asked  to  seek  an  additional  $275,000  for 
fertilizer  for  Ghana.  Central  Texas 
received  a  communion  offering  of  $6,343 
for  UMCOR. 

Western  Michigan  made  Advance 
Specials  for  hunger  relief  a  top  priority 
for  1975-76,  and  Northern  Illinois  will  set 
up  a  group  to  conduct  research  and 
coordinate  response  to  the  issue.  Kansas 
East  is  challenging  each  local  church  to 
raise  as  a  minimum  one-half  of  one  per 
cent  of  its  budget  for  hunger  relief,  and 
South  Carolina  reported  receipts  of 
$170,500  for  UMCOR  this  year. 

Wisconsin  is  asking  church  members 
to  eat  two  meatless  meals  per  week,  and 

set  October  12  as  a  fast  day.  Western  _ _ _ _ iuoocuuua 

North  Carolina  churches  are  urged  to  National  Council  of  Churches  survey  of 
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TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

Suppose  you’re  planning  a  career  as  a 
professional  Christian  educator  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  What  kind  of 
salary  and  benefits  can  you  expect? 

According  to  a  just-released  survey  by 
the  Christian  Educators’  Fellowship 
(CEF)  and  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry’s  division  of  lay 
ministries,  the  average  professional: 

•  Serves  a  congregation  of  ap¬ 
proximately  1,500  members; 

•  Receives  a  base  salary  of  nearly 

$8,100; 

•  Works  just  under  six  days  a  week  and 
takes  a  four-week  vacation; 

•  Gets  almost  three  weeks  a  year  away 
from  the  job  for  continuing  education 
and/  or  beyond-the-job  leadership. 

The  survey,  taken  among  CEF 
members  across  the  denomination,  also 
pointed  up  the  need  for  action  on  several 
fronts,  the  groups’  officers  concluded. 

Some  problems  listed: 

•  Inequality  in  the  paying  of  male  and 
female  educators; 

•  Fewer  benefits  (pensions,  sick  leave, 
insurance,  social  security,  etc.)  provided 
for  those  persons  who  already  receive  the 
lowest  salaries; 

•  Further  exploration  of  the  salary 
telatlonship  between  ordained 
professional  educators  and  non-ordained 
educators. 

Women  serve  slightly  smaller  chur¬ 
ches,  earn  less,  receive  fewer  benefits 
and  are  slightly  less  likely  to  receive 
compensatory  salary  reviews  than  are 
males,  the  study  showed. 

A  difference  of  nearly  $1,600  exists  in 
base  salary  between  male  and  female 
non-ordained  educators.  No  male 
reported  a  total  salary  less  than  $6,000, 
compared  with  one-fourth  of  the  females. 

Social  security  compensation  is  par¬ 
ticularly  low  (32  percent),  though  74 
percent  of  the  respondents  work  in  non- 
ordained  capacities. 

In  comparison  with  clergy  (based  on  a 


education  for  educators  with  time  off  to 
pursue  those  opportunities,  are  much 
better  as  a  whole  than  they  are  for 
ministers  not  working  in  the  field  of 
education. 

The  survey  was  taken  and  is  being 
distributed  “to  begin  a  flow  of  in¬ 
formation  that  will  ultimately  bring  a 
more  just  system  of  compensation  for  the 
professional  Christian  educator  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  says  cn 
accompanying  letter  to  CEF  members. 

The  letter  suggests  the  survey  be  used 
with  local  church  pastor-parish  relations 
committees  for  study  and  evaluation  of 
the  local  situation. 

It  also  urges  members  “to  work  for 
persons  who  are  not  as  well  cared  for  as 
others”  -  perhaps  by  pressing  for  base 
salaries  in  annual  conferences. 


studies  and  work  area  programs  with 
which  an  educator  is  expected  to  work. 

“If  an  educator  were  only  a  church 
school  person  and  church  school  at¬ 
tendance  kept  going  down,  there  would 
be  a  problem.  But  the  educator  today  is 
filling  a  different,  larger  role.” 

That’s  why,  he  said  some  local  chur¬ 
ches  are  looking  for  educators  with 
theology  degrees  rather  than  advanced 
education  degrees. 

He  attributes  the  growing  demand 
partly  to  the  past  two  General  Con¬ 
ferences  which  “gave  the  church  back  to 
the  church  ;  that  is,  freed  local  churches 
to  develop  their  own  style  of  ministry. 
The  need  for  a  Christian  educator  who  is 
skilled  in  methods  but  also  strong  in 
content,  theologically,  has  become  ap¬ 
parent.” 

If  Christian  educators  aren't  feeling 
the  economic  pinch,  then  who  is?  United 
Methodist  lay  pastors,  Mr.  Hipps 
maintains.  If  a  church  drops  an  associate 
pastor  from  its  staff,  the  next  ap¬ 
pointment  the  associate  receives  is  likely 
to  be  a  job  previously  held  by  a  lay 
pastor.  Church  musicians  are  also 
feeling  the  effects  of  inflation,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Upton  of  Dallas,  president 
of  the  predominantly-U.M.  Chrisitan 
Educators’  Fellowship,  credits  the 
denomination’s  connectional  system  at 
least  partially  for  the  strong  Christian 
education  emphasis  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“There  is  a  strong  support  system  built 
in  across  the  denomination  for  the  work 
and  training  of  Christian  educator,”  Mr. 
Upton  said.  “Seminaries,  general  boards 
and  agencies,  conferences,  districts  and 
local  churches  all  work  together.  This  is 
our  strength.” 

In  addition  to  the  denomination’s 
regular  professional  training  for 
educators,  a  summertime  education 
assistants'  seminar  takes  place  annually 
at  five  United  Methodist  seminaries,  he 
said,  to  train  more  lay  persons  to  work  in 
local  church  Christian  education. 
“Obviously  the  need  is  there.  Enrollment 
in  these  seminars  is  growing.” 


continue  a  variety  of  programs  that  haVe 
raised  between  $200,000  and  $300,000 
since  December,  and  North  Mississippi 
received  a  special  offering  at  the  con¬ 
ference  Holy  Communion  service. 

Nebraska  set  a  1975  goal  of  $75,000  to 
$100,000  and  encouraged  individuals  to 
consider  the  Shakertown  Pledge,  while 
Northern  New  Jersey  as  a  conference 
took  that  covenant  and  received  reports 
of  $75,000  contributed  in  the  past  year. 
North  Arkansas  will  encourage  fasting  of 
one  meal  a  week. 

California-Nevada  will  emphasize 
studies  on  the  hunger  issue  and  hopes  to 
conduct  a  one-day  fair  in  the  coming 
year.  The  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference  is  encouraging  parsonage 
and  member  families  alike  to  raise 
gardens. 


ministers  from  19  Protestant 
denominations,  including  United 
Methodist),  educators  receive  nearly 
$2,000  a  year  less  than  ministers  who 
serve  in  non-education  positions,  when 
housing  and  other  benefits  are  included. 
And  an  ordained  minister  of  education 
general  receives  a  higher  base  salary 
than  a  non-ordained  director  of 
education,  even  without  benfits. 

However,  ordained  ministers  "of 
education,  while  their  years  of  education 
are  comparable  to  their  non-education 
ministerial  colleagues,  tend  to  earn 
more,  according  to  the  report. 

Only  in  continuing  education  op¬ 
portunities  do  lay  educators  appear  to 
have  the  edge  over  non-education 
ministers.  Financial  allowances  for 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.73 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  SI. 00  per  Insertion. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
ndh -drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76798. 

YOUTH  —  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  position  open 
—  Sept.  1  —  Salary  open.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  1479.  Clovis,  N.  Mex. 
Submit  resume  and  snapshot. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  <ia  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  73201. 
(210  747-4540. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  full  time  Christian 
Education,  youth  worker  and  other  duties, 
titled  Program  Director.  Housing  and  utilities 
furnished,  salary  negotiable.  Either  lay  or 
clergy.  Needed  by  Sept.  1.  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church.  400  E.  Field  Ave..  Venice, 

FL.  (813)  488-1374. 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 
quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responsibility 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour. 

P.  O.  Box  77,  Orlando.  Fla.  3280Z 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  $2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth’s.  P.O.  Box  25351.  Houston.  Texas 
77005. 

j  McNEELY’S  CHRISTIAN  RESORT: 

Attention  Christians  —  Resort  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  for  retreats  and  Christian  family 
vacation.  Sleep  from  4  to  60  persons.  64  each 
per  night,  including  cottage  with  kitchen,  pots, 
pans,  dishes,  silver,  towels.  Unen  and  bedding. 

Also  Includes  use  of  five  rowboats.  20  bicycles, 
swim  pool,  shuffle-board,  ping-pong.  Christian 
music  throughout  recreational  area  A 
business  run  by  a  born  again  family 
McNeely’s  Christian  Resort.  P.  O.  Box  1078. 
Clear  Lake  Highlands.  Cal.  95422,  (707  )  994- 
2107. 

SECURE  APPROACH  TO  RETIREMENT 

LIVING.  Retire  In  Methodist  Home  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  or  overlooking  Lake  Merritt, 
Oakland.  If  you’re  In  good  health,  program 
Includes  comprehensive  medical,  delicious 
meals,  much  more.  Entry  fee  starts  at  $5000. 
with  monthly  charge  as  low  as  $342.  Write: 
Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif..  (408  )  375-5125.  or  Lake  Park. 

1850  Alice,  Oakland.  Calif..  (415)  035-551L 

AUTUMN  IN  NEW  ENGLAND:  Come  Join  us 

on  a  13-day  escorted  New  England  Fall  Foliage 

Tour  by  deluxe  motor  coach.  Six  consecutive 
day  departures  beginning  Sept.  23  from  Dallas 
and  Arlington.  ONLY  $498  which  Includes 
everything  but  noonday  meals.  Visit  many 
exciting  places.  Write  or  caD  for  brochure: 

First  National  Travel,  (817)  265-2236.  P.  O.  Box 

580.  Arlington,  Texas  76010. 

GEMS  FROM  JAMES  by  Donald  Charles 
Lacy.  A  book  emerging  from  a  preaching¬ 
teaching  dialogue  Involving  pastor  and  people 

In  a  United  Methodist  church.  Especially  good 
fix  Bible  study  and  sharing  groups.  $4.95 
(hardback)  at  vour  favorite  Cokesburv  Store. 

HOLSEPARENTS  NEEDED  FOR 

ecumenical  private  child  and  family  service 
agency.  Full  time  positions  In  Anchorage  and 
Kodiak  for  mature  married  couples  with  no 
dependents.  In  addition  to  salary,  position 
Includes  meals,  living  quarters,  sick  leave,  one 
month’s  vacation  per  year  and  hospitalization 
Insurance.  Contact:  Alaska  Children’s  Ser¬ 
vices.  Dept.  A,  4600  Abbott  Rd..  Anchorage. 

Alas.  99507. 

THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  AND  TODAY’S 
METHODISTS!  Now  you  may  obtain  a  two- 
hour  cassette  tape  explaining  the  scriptural 
and  Wesleyan  teachings  on  the  baptism  of  the 

Holy  Spirit.  All  teachings  are  documented  In 
current  Methodist  publications.  For  In¬ 
formation.  write:  Christian  Classics  on  Tapes. 

Box  683,  Dallas.  Texas  75221.  about  Tape  No. 

118  —  The  Holy  Spirit  and  Methodists. 

ORGAN:  Hammond  Concert  Model  RT-3  now 

In  use  suitable  880  seat  auditorium.  Contact: 

Leon  Sllberberger.  Calvary  United  Methodist 
Church.  3701  Hillsboro  Rd..  Nashville.  Tenn. 
37215. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  1234  Fisher. 
Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  754-8231  (of¬ 
fice).  776-5745  (home). 
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Death  and  dying  challenge  contemporary  church 


Don’t  hide  death  fron* 
children,  urges  expert 


For  everything  there  is  a  season...  *4 


...a  time  to  be  born ,  and  a  time  to  die...Ecc.3:l-2a 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Death  and  dying  are  crucial  matters  In  the  Christian  faith, 
whether  one  is  considering  his-her  own  experience  or  anothers.  That  persons 
hesitate,  and  some  even  fear,  to  talk  about  the  issues  is  obvious  to  most  observers  of 
the  contemporary  scene.  Four  articles  on  this  page  deal  with  this  hesitancy  and 
offer  counsel  that  a  Christian  should  face  death  and  dying  realistically,  and  »ith 
understanding  and  a  relevant  faith. 

Laity  involved ,  too 

Church’s  ministry  to 
the  dying  stressed 


;No  easy  job’— helping 
people  deal  with  death 


DENVER  (RNS)  —  Don’t  hide  death 
from  children,  a  clinical  psychologist 
told  a  Roman  Catholic  conference  on 
reconciliation  and  renewal  here. 

“We  have  to  realize  that  the  persistent 
denial  of  any  reality  is  psychologically 
costly,”  Joan  Guntzelman  of 
Albuquerque,  N.M.,  said  in  addressing 
the  seventh  annual  Mile  Hi  Religious 
Education  Congress  meeting  last 
F"*niary. 

i  is  the  way  life  goes.”  Children 
art  as  concerned  as  adults  and  it  should 
be  discussed  with  them,  she  said. 

One  problem  is  that  society  “makes 
many  attempts  to  push  death  out  of 
sight."  The  United  States,  she  believes,  is 
a  “death -defying  and  death-denying 
society.” 

In  spite  of  the  shunting  of  old  and  dying 
persons  into  nursing  homes  and 
hospitals,  “death  is  all  around  us,"  Ms. 
Guntzelman  said.  “Children  experience 
it,  and  they  are  willing  to  talk  about  their 
experiences."  But  because  they  “don’t 
have  the  equipment  to  handle  it,"  adults 
must  explain  it  to  them. 

There  are  various  levels  of  un¬ 
derstanding,  she  said,  quoting  various 
psychologists.  Some,  she  said,  think 

Offset  fear 
of  death 9 
chaplain  says 

BUFFALO,  N.Y.  (RNS)  —  The  chief 
Protestant  chaplain  at  Meyer  Memorial 
Hospital  here  says  that  death  must  be 
placed  in  a  realistic  perspective  to  offset 
the  tendency  to  fear  and  deny  death. 

“Most  people  today  do  not  die  at  home. 
They  die,  so  to  speak,  offstage.  We  have 
put  death  in  sterile  wrappings  and  im¬ 
maculate  surroundings  and  have,  in 
effect,  attempted  to  deny  it,"  said  Dr.  C. 
Charles  Bachmann,  a  Lutheran  minister. 

Whoever  deals  with  a  person  in  crisis 
needs  to  take  a  “wholistic  approach,  to 
look  at  the  total  being,"  he  said. 

“All  of  us  are  dying  from  the  moment 
we  are  born;  so  birth,  life,  death,  and 
eternity  are  on  what  I  would  call  a 
continuum,"  Dr.  Bachmann  said.  “They 
are  a  cycle,  an  unending,  unbroken  kind 
of  cycle.  We  move  from  one  phase  or  one 
stage  as  we  literally  are  dying  by  inches 
or  by  hours." 

Dr.  Bachmann  said  chaplains  or  others 
assisting  can  be  of  great  help  to  those  in 
the  crisis.  “When  the  chips  are  down,"  he 
said,  “we  may  be  strong  as  a  personality, 
strong  in  faith.  But  what  the  dying  in¬ 
dividual  wants  is  our  presence.  In  this  we 
should  see  ourselves  as  a  representative 
of  the  Real  Presence.” 


children  “tune  into  death”  at  infancy, 
while  others  think  comprehension  begins 
at  about  the  age  of  two  years.  Others 
feel  it  does  not  take  place  until  about  the 
age  of  10.  She  holds  with  the  infancy 
theory. 

She  said  that  chronological  ages  of 
youngsters  do  not  always  parallel  in¬ 
tellectual  ages.  Thus  a  child  might  not 
grasp  the  abstract  idea  of  death  out  will 
develop  a  perception,  a  “picture  of 
death.” 

Adults  often  recall  a  scene  or  event  at 
the  time  of  the  death  of  a  family  friend  or 
relative  during  their  early  childhood. 
Later,  the  perception  becomes  more 
concrete,  she  said. 

There  are  three  phases  in  children’s 
acceptance  of  death,  she  said.  From 
infancy  to  about  five  years,  children  do 
not  recognize  death  as  final.  “There  is  a 
close  relationship  between  death  and  a 
departure."  At  this  time,  a  child  needs 
“warmth,  support,  and  closeness  if  he 
fears  separation.  While  grownups  don’t 
have  to  come  up  with  all  the  answers, 
they  should  let  the  child  talk  freely.  Be 
honest  about  death,  but  not  brutal." 

The  next  phase  of  comprehension  runs 
from  about  five  to  nine  years  of  age.  Now 
there  is  a  tendency  to  “personify  death” 
as  “something  scary  —  a  skeleton,  ghost, 
a  Martian,  or  an  ugly  animal.”  The  child 
“imagines'’  the  ways  he  can  escape 
death,  such  as  not  stepping  on  sidewalk 
cracks,  but  still  he  begins  to  comprehend 
the  finality  ,f  death. 

“Any  discussion  of  death  should  stress 
life,"  Ms.  Guntzelman  emphasized.  Be 
honest  and  consistent  and  “don’t  hurry 
and  change  the  subject,"  she  suggested. 
“Find  out  what  prompted  the  questions 
about  death.”  Point  out  that  “death  is  a 
part  of  life  and  not  a  punishment.” 

The  “adult  concept"  of  death  comes 
after  the  age  of  nine,  she  feels.  “Here  is  a 
clear  recognition  of  the  finality  and  the 
inevitability  of  death  and  its  universality. 

If  there  is  a  death  in  the  family,  “don’t 
banish  a  child  to  the  home  of  friends  or 
relatives,"  she  suggested,  adding  that  a 
child  needs  support,  warmth,  and  care 
during  the  time  of  a  death,  just  as  adults 
do.  A  child  feels  safest  with  his  family 
and  “needs  to  learn  how  to  grieve.” 

Be  “simple  and  honest"  in  explaining 
death,  Ms.  Guntzelman  said.  Let  children 
talk  of  the  death  and  after  five  years  of 
age  —  if  they  want  to  —  let  them  go  to 
funeral  homes  and  funerals.  But  prepare 
them  Tor  what  they  are  going  to  see. 

As  for  religious  explanations  of  death 
(i.e.  “God  took  him  away,”  etc.),  don’t 
use  this  “unless  it  means  something  to 
you,"  she  warned.  She  cited  the  severe 
emotional  strain  of  one  youngster  who 
had  been  told  by  his  parents  that  God  had 
“taken"  an  infant  brother.  The  boy,  she 
said,  wouldn’t  sleep,  wanted  the  lights 
left  on  in  his  bedroom,  and  took  other 
precautions  because  he  was  afraid 
God  would  take  him,  too. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  —  “Because  church 
people  have  a  hesitancy  to  open  up  the 
whole  subject  of  death,  a  patient  dies 
alone.” 

This  observation  prompted  United 
Methodist  pastor  Orlie  White  to  (1) 
return  to  seminary  to  study  the  church’s 
ministry  to  the  dying;  (2)  write  his 
doctoral  thesis  so  it  could  be  used  by  lay 
and  clergy  in  a  continuing  education 
program  for  the  local  church,  and  (3) 
lead  courses  in  churches  and  civic  groups 
to  enable  persons  to  face  death,  dying 
and  grief  —  their  own  as  well  as 
another’s. 

“When  friends  and  relatives  relate  to  a 
dying  person,  that  is  a  ministry  of  the 
church,"  says  the  41 -year-old  minister  of 
St.  Marks  UMC,  here.  “It’s  important 
that  the  Iqity,  too,  not  just  the  clergy,  get 
their  head  on  straight  about  death.” 

The  church  has  only  recently  begun  to 
understand  the  experience  of  the  dying 
person,  Dr.  White  claims.  A  new  field  of 
the  psychology  of  the  dying  person  broke 
open  several  years  ago  with  the 
published  studies  by  Dr.  Elizabeth 
Kubler-Ross. 

“The  dying  person  wants  to  com¬ 
municate  the  experience  of  dying,"  says 
Dr.  White.  “The  patient  responds  in  those 


closing  days  out  of  personal  needs.  When 
the  family,  friends  or  clergy  deny  death, 
we  prevent  the  person  from  experiencing 
the  sort  of  community  support  needed. 
We,  in  effect,  .ell  the  person  we  don’t 
understand  what’s  happening.  So,  the 
person  dies  alone.” 

Death  is  no  less  a  gift  of  God  than  life, 
Dr.  White  believes.  “Certainly,  a  fearful 
gift,  but  it  is  where  God  meets  us  in  a 
unique  and  profound  way." 

In  conducting  the  course  for  Senior 
Citizens,  Dr.  White  has  found  them  quite 
grateful.  “They  have  gotten  to  the  age 
when  denial  is  no  longer  an  option,”  he 
says.  “Death  has  come  too  close  too  often 
and  they  must  deal  with  it.  For  us  who 
are  younger,  it’s  always  the  other  guy; 
for  them,  it's  me." 

Dr.  White's  course  presents  a  variety 
of  opportunities  to  help  persons  get  in 
touch  with  their  own  feelings  about 
death:  a  visit  to  a  funeral  home,  writing 
one’s  own  obituary,  role-playing  a  dying 
person  and  a  relative,  Biblical  study  of 
death  and  resurrection,  and  talks  by  a 
widow  about  grief,  a  medical  doctor 
about  the  cessation  of  life  and  a  lawyer 
on  wills  and  legal  issues. 

The  course  is  a  part  of  the  continuing 
education  program  for  lay  and  clergy 
offered  by  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Dallas. 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  Robert 
Fulton’s  job  is  to  teach  people  to  deal 
with  death  in  a  more  rational  and  un¬ 
derstanding  manner. 

He  is  director  of  the  University  of 
Minnesota’s  Center  for  Death  Education. 

It's  no  easy  job,  he  admitted  in  an 
interview  here. 

“In  nursing  homes,"  he  said,  “the 
death  of  a  patient  is  an  embarrassment, 
something  to  cover  up.  In  most  hospitals, 
there  isn’t  even  a  sign  on  the  door  to  the 
morgue. 

"And  in  our  homes,  we  think  we’re 
expressing  our  love  when  we  send  a 
family  member  away  to  a  hospital  to 
die." 

Dr.  Ivan  K.  Goldberg,  a  New  York 
psychiatrist  speaking  to  a  New  Jersey 
audience  contends  that  convinced 
religious  believers  and  convinced 
atheists  have  the  least  trouble  in  facing 
death. 

“The  people  in  the  middle  who  can’t 
decide  what  thev  believe  have  the  most 
difficulty,"  Dr.  Goldberg  told  a  recent 
conference  on  medical-moral  issues. 

Strength,  he  said,  seems  to  come  from 
having  a  system  of  belief,  whether  it’s  a 
belief  in  an  after-life  or  belief  that  all 
ends  in  death. 

Mr.  Fulton  observed  that  when  a 
person  takes  a  long  time  to  die, 
something  called  “anticipatory  grief" 
occurs. 

“We  mourn  for  the  person  before  he 
dies,  much  the  same  way  we  feel  sorrow 
when  someone  close  to  us  moves  away, 
enters  the  service  or  goes  to  prison,”  he 
explained. 

The  elderly  in  nursing  homes,  he  noted, 
often  are  the  victims  of  this  response. 
“Many  of  their  families  think  of  them  as 
already  having  died.  Their  absences  are 
reconciled,  there  is  no  emotional  com¬ 
mitment  by  the  family  to  keep  in  touch 
and  the  old  man  or  woman  is  simply  left 
alone  to  die.” 

He  recalled  the  elderly  man  he  met  in  a 
veterans’  hospital  in  1961  “who  had  been 
wounded  in  Europe  in  1918.  In  his  43 
years  at  the  hospital,  he  had  never 
received  a  single  visitor. 

“In  the  same  hospitals  death  is  a 
taboo,"  Mr.  Fulton  said.  “Dying  people 
aren’t  really  people  at  all.  They’re 
reduced  to  mechanisms  with  ‘terminal’ 
problems.  They  ‘go  bad.’  Their  ‘plug’  is 
pulled." 

Dr.  Goldberg  strongly  advocates 
telling  a  person  that  he  or  she  is  about  to 
die.  “There  is  evidence  that  patients  who 
are  told  that  they  are  dying  are  able  to 
deal  with  the  situation  much  better,”  he 
said. 

The  basic  approach  to  the  dying  per¬ 
son,  he  said,  is  to  listen.  “If  one  does 
listen,  the  patient  will  tell  you  of  his 
awareness  of  his  impending  death.  You 


can’t  hurry  a  patient  into  discussing  what 
you  think  you  should  discuss." 

Often,  Dr.  Goldberg,  added,  the  patient 
will  give  some  clue  that  he  is  ready  to 
talk  about  death.  A  patient  may,  for 
example,  talk  about  not  renewing  a 
magazine  subscription  or  not  seeing  a 
wedding  or  not  seeing  the  New  Year  in. 

The  process  of  dying,  he  added,  in¬ 
volves  the  process  of  completing  un¬ 
finished  business  and  saying  good-bye. 
Completion  of  unfinished  business  could 
be  trying  to  straighten  out  interpersonal 
difficulties  between,  for  example,  a 
husband  and  wife  who  have  been 
estranged.  The  patient  can  also 
frequently  be  relieved,  he  said,  by 
talking  about  the  questions  of  the  funeral 
and  burial  and  hospital  mortuary 
practice. 

Noting  that  many  patients  express  a 
desire  to  die  at  home,  he  said  a  large 
number  of  patients  could  be  maintained 
at  home  if  adequate  support  systems  — 
such  as  physicians  willing  to  make  home 
visits  —  were  available. 

He  also  suggested  the  possibility  of 
setting  up  hospices  that  would  care  for 
persons  about  to  die,  and  cited  the  St. 
Christopher’s  Hospice  in  London  as  a 
model,  adding  that  hospices  could  be 
special  units  within  existing  hospitals  or 
some  nursing  homes  could  be  converted 
into  hospices. 

“The  problems  of  dying  are  unique 
enough  to  call  for  specialized  care,"  he 
said.  ‘‘The  hospice  does  provide 
situations  where  patients  can  receive 
adequate  care." 

Dr.  Goldberg  predicted  that  for  a  long 
time  there  will  be  problems  in  defining 
death,  saying  there  is  sometimes  no  very 
clearcut  line  between  living  and  dying. 
The  old  criteria  for  death  —  the  cessation 
of  the  cardiac  and  pulmonary  functions 
—  are  not  adequate  as  patients  are 
sometimes  resuscitated.  A  probably 
more  adequate  definition,  he  said,  would 
be  the  complete  absence  of  electrical 
activity  in  the  higher  centers  of  the  brain, 
particularly  when  that  is  extended  for 
more  than  24  or  48  hours. 

Mr.  Fulton  doesn’t  claim  to  be  an 
expert  on  the  subject  of  death,  but  in  1958 
he  published  the  “first  serious  study  done 
on  the  attitudes  of  Americans  toward 
death,”  according  to  a  University  of 
Minnesota  spokesman. 

Asked  if  he  ever  thinks  about  his  own 
death,  Mr.  Fulton  admitted  he  doesn’t 
“think  about  it  very  much.  There  isn’t 
really  much  I  can  do  about  it. 

"But  I  do  feel  that  no  one  can  savor  his 
life  unless  he’s  aware  of  the  finite  nature 
of  it. 

“I  look  at  my  son  today  and  I  know  that 
in  10  years,  both  he  and  I  will  be  different 
persons. 

“This  is  the  knowledge  that  makes 
each  day  so  precious.” 


GOMING  THIS  H\LL! 
TWD  NEW  SERIES  IN 
CHILDRENS  STUDIES, 

Decide  which 
curriculum  ^ 
needs... 


Two  curriculum  series  for  children  in  United  Methodist  Sunday  schools 
will  be  available  in  September  1975:  the  revised  Christian  Studies  Senes 
and  the  Exploring  the  Bible  Series. 


1 

2 


The  Christian  Studies  Series  involves  a  wide  range  of 
concerns  related  to  understanding  the  Christian  faith 
and  living  it.  Closely  graded,  it  is  divided  into  the 
following  levels:  Infants,  Toddlers,  Nursery  2  s,  Nursery 
3's  and  4's,  Kindergarten,  Younger  Elementary,  Middle 
Elementary,  and  Older  Elementary. 

Exploring  the  Bible  Series  is  organized  around  the 
portions  of  the  Bible  message  children  are  able  to 
understand  at  each  age  level.  It  is  broadly  graded  with 
an  overlapping  of  ages:  Children — Ages  2-5, 
Children — Ages  5-8,  Children — Ages  8-12. 


5  series  emphasize  the  Bible  message,  the  needs  and  interests  of 
dren.  To  find  out  more  about  these  new  studies,  and  to  provide 
dance  in  interpretation/training  for  leaders  in  your  Sunday-school, 
our  "All  Aboard  Kit — Resourcing  for  Children  s  Ministries.  If  you 
e  not  had  a  workshop  involving  your  local  church  in  Resourcing  tor 
ldren’s  Ministries,  ask  yqur  district  superintendents  office  for 
irmation  on  one  for  your  area. 


ORDER  HERE  „  .  ,  , 

_ Please  send  me  the  "All  Aboard  Kit— Resourcing  for  Children  s 

Ministries  <g  54.95  ea.  Add  10%  for  postage  and  handling. 

□  Payment  enclosed  □  Charge  to  my  account 


NAME  . 


ADDRESS  - 


CITY- 


STATE  . 


-ZIP- 


Coicesbury 


Tribute  to  a 
m  issionary 

GANTA.  Liberia 
—  Mildred  Black,  a 
U.  M.  missionary 
teacher  here  for  .56 
years,  talks  to  one 
of  her  former 
students.  Yah 
Gatey,  who  is  now  a 
teacher,  prior  to 
her  return  to  the 
U.S.  Miss  Black 
was  recently 
presented  with  one 
of  the  highest 
awards  Liberia  can 
bestowe  by  its 
president. 


PHOTO:  CHARLES  BREWSTER 


Missionary  to  Liberia  cited  for 
36-year  contribution  to  people 


By  CHARLES  BREWSTER 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodist  missionary  Mildred  Black,  a 
veteran  of  36  years  in  the  mission  fields 
of  Ganta,  Liberia,  has  been  named  Dame 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Liberian  Order 
of  African  Redemption  by  the  president 
of  the  West  African  country,  William  R. 
Tolbert  Jr. 

Miss  Black,  who  retires  this  year,  was 
cited  for  her  work  in  education  and  adult 
literacy,  as  well  as  for  evangelistic  work 
and  Bible  teaching.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Bennie  D.  Warner  and  many 
other  Liberians  taught  by  Miss  Black 
were  present  at  the  recent  award 
ceremony  in  Monrovia,  capital  of 
Liberia. 

“I  feel  that  I’ve  learned  more  than  I’ve 
contributed,”  Miss  Black  said  during  a 
visit  to  New  York  on  her  way  to  the 
denomination’s  missionary  conference  in 
Columbia.  Mo.,  this  week. 

“I’ve  seen  a  lot  of  advancement  in  the 
country.  There  is  much  more  interest  in 
education,"  she  continued. 

Miss  Black  was  principal  of  the  school 
at  Ganta  for  a  number  of  years  before 
she  was  relieved  of  the  post  to  devote  full 
time  to  adult  literacy  in  the  Mano 
Language  and  in  English.  She  has  taught 
Mano  to  a  British  Bible  translator,  June 
Hobley,  who  expects  shortly  to  have  the 
New  Testament  ready  for  publication. 

Reminiscing  about  the  changes  she  has 
seen.  Miss  Black  said:  “In  those  days  we 


didn’t  even  have  an  organized  church 
and  not  even  a  bishop  in  residence.  Then 
we  had  an  American  bishop,  and  now  our 
own  Liberian  bishop.  Our  school  has 
improved,  we  know  how  to  do  translation 
work,  and  people  are  reading  their  own 
language  as  well  as  English." 

She  feels  there  is  definitely  still  place 
for  missionaries  in  Liberia  “so  long  as 
they  don’t  go  out  with  preconceived  ideas 
as  to  what  they’re  going  to  do  and  how  to 
do  it."  She  credits  the  success  of  the 
Ganta  mission  to  its  founder.  Dr,  George 
W.  Harley,  who  had  the  “attitude  that  the 
Liberians  had  something  to  give  to  us  as 
well  as  we  had  to  give  to  them." 

"You  cannot  go  out  to  condemn.  What 
is  sin  to  one  is  not  necessarily  sin  to 
another.  We  hope  for  more  un¬ 
derstanding  between  cultures." 

The  award  to  Miss  Black,  the  country’s 
highest  honor,  includes  a  parchment  with 
the  word  “Knight”  crossed  out  and 
“Dame"  written  in,  and  two  large  gold 
medals  in  the  shape  of  the  five-pointed 
Liberian  star.  One  side  of  the  smaller 
medal  shows  the  Liberian  motto:  “The 
Love  of  Liberty  Brought  Us  Here."  The 
other  side  has  two  slaves,  a  man  and  a 
woman,  kneeling  at  the  Cross  of  Christ, 
while  at  their  feet  are  broken  chains. 

Mr.  Brewster  is  managing  editor  of 
••new  world  outlook,”  mission  journal  of 
the  UMC  published  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  association  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  USA. 


Episcopal  debate  over 
women  priests  continues 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  The 
rendering  of  a  guilty  verdict  in  the  ec¬ 
clesiastical  trial  of  Father  William  A. 
Wendt  here  has  not  cooled  tempers  in  the 
Episcopal  Church’s  debate  over  the 
ordination  of  women  to  the  priesthood. 

Instead,  it  may  have  exacerbated  the 
tensions  because  of  the  split  nature  of  the 
decision  of  the  five  judges  and  the  word¬ 
ing  of  the  majority  opinion. 

The  three  clerical  judge-jurors  who 
found  Father  Wendt  guilty  of  having 
permitted  an  irregularly  ordained 
woman  to  celebrate  Communion  in  his 
church  declared  that  the  woman,  the 
Rev.  Alison  Cheek,  and  the  10  other 
women  deacons  who  took  part  in  the 
ordination  service  with  her  last  year, 
“met  the  qualifications  for  ordination  to 
the  priesthood  in  terms  of  training, 
preparation,  and  piety  of  life." 

In  addition,  the  majority  expressed  the 
hope  “that  the  ordination  of  women  may 
be  speedily  accomplished  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  that  any  barriers 
to  such  ordinations  will  be  removed 
forthwith." 

The  minority  opinion,  written  by  the 
chief  judge  of  the  court  and  a  laywoman, 
both  of  whom  are  civil  attorneys,  flatly 
declared  that  Mrs.  Cheek  was,  in  their 
opinion,  a  validly  ordained  priest. 

No  opinions  appear  to  have  been 
changed  by  the  verdict,  either  on  the  part 
of  those  Who  had  previously  supported 
women  priests,  or  those  who  opposed 
them. 

Brian  Bates,  senior  warden  at  Father 
Wendt’s  Church  of  St.  Stephen  and  the 
Incarnation,  said,  “The  verdict  was  a 
very  light  one  from  one  perspective,  but 
as  a  church  we  felt  that  anything  short  of 
a  ‘not  guilty’  verdict  t  would  be)  unac¬ 
ceptable." 

He  reported  that  the  parish  was  still 
planning  to  create  a  regular  unpaid 
ministry  for  a  woman  priest,  as  had  been 
announced  before  the  Wendt  verdict  was 
reached.  But,  Mr.  Bates  said,  “We  don’t 
want  a  media  event.  We  consider,  along 
with  the  minority  judges,  that  these 
women  are  priests.  We  want  to  use  them 
regularly  in  our  church  so  it  will  not  be 
considered  to  be  a  media  event,  but  a 
regular  part  of  our  church  life.” 

Antoinette  Horr  of  Glendale,  Calif.,  an 
“Anglo-Catholic”  writer,  vigorously 


opposed  the  viewpoint  that  the  women 
who  were  ordained  in  Philadelphia  are 
valid  priests. 

“I  would  suspect  that  50  percent  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  is  brainwashed  this 
way,"  she  said,  “but  they’ll  be  surprised 
when  the  day  of  reckoning  comes  and 
they  discover  the  tens  of  thousands  of 
Episcopalians  who  just  won’t  live  with 
this  cafeteria-style  religion  they’re  af¬ 
ter.” 

In  Ms.  Horr’s  view,  “when  you  forego 
ecclesiastical  authority  and  ignore  order 
you  are  no  longer  a  Catholic.  For 
Episcopalians  who  are  used  to'  the 
Catholic  sense  of  authority  and  order  that 
is  an  inseparable  part  of  our  church  life, 
what  these  people  are  advocating  is 
sheer  anarchy.  It  is  a  lot  of  mad  claptrap 
—  humanism  parading  under  the  guise  of 
religion." _ 


IRRITATED 

EYELIDS? 

Bathe  them  with  LAVOPTIK,  the  Medicinal 
Eye  Wash.  Soothes  and  relieves  sore,  burning, 
itching  eyelids;  relaxes  tired  eyes.  For  de¬ 
pendable  eye  comfort  insist  on  LAVOPTIK 
Eye  Wash,  eye  cup  included  at  your  druggist. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


Afraid  You’re 
Going  Deaf? 

Chicago,  Ulr-A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear 
but  do  not  understand  words  has 
been  announced  by  Beltone.  A 
non-operating  model  of  the 
smallest  Beltone  aid  ever  made 
will  be  given  absolutely  free  to 
anyone  requesting  it. 

This  is  not  a  real  hearing  aid, 
but  it  will  show  you  how  tiny 
hearing  help  can  be.  It’s  yours 
to  keep,  free.  The  actual  aid 
weighs  less  than  a  third  of  an 
ounce,  and  it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in 
one  unit.  No  wires  lead  from 
body  to  head. 

These  models  are  free,  so  write 
for  yours  now.  Thousands  have 
already  been  mailed,  so  write 
today  to  Dept.  4669  Beltone 
Electronics  Corp.,  4201  W. 
Victoria  St.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  60646. 
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Bishop’s  Message 

Pastor’s  Schools  in  our  conference  have  taken  a  very  helpful  and  practical 
turn.  Last  year  the  Pastor's  School  was  a  laboratory  in  preaching,  and  this  year 
the  school  will  relate  to  the  enrichment  of  worship.  Outstanding  leaders  are 
coming  to  give  us  help  and  guidance. 

Need  for  this  theme  is  recognized  by  the  fact  that  the  crucial  experience,  and 
the  most  important,  in  the  life  of  any  congregation  is  its  corporate  worship. 
Every  pastor  needs  to  give  careful  attention  to  genuine  Methodist  patterns  of 
worship,  and  to  such  creative  elements  that  enhance  same.  It  may  be  that  in 
some  churches  there  has  been  too  much  individuality  in  the  conduct  of  public 
worship  and  too  many  styles  and  services  built  around  personality,  individual 
tastes,  personal  inclinations.  By  no  means  are  authentic,  creative,  or  in¬ 
novative  forms  to  be  eschewed,  but  the  epidemic  of  substandard  services 
reflecting  passing  fads  in  worship,  or  wornout  vehicles  of  same  should  be 
examined. 

This  Pastor’s  School,  I  understand,  seeks  to  help  all  of  us  make  meaningful 
the  authentic  worship  forms  that  will  relate  humankind  to  God.  The  theme  of 
the  school  this  year  is  “The  Enrichment  of  Worship.”  Let  the  pastors  plan  now 
to  attend  July  21-24  at  Centenary  College. 


‘ The  Enrichment  of  Worship' 


1975  Pastor’s  School 
at  Centenary  College 


to  be  held 
July  21-24 


Faithfully, 


Grenta  UM  pays  off 
note  in  three  years 


Vacation  is  time  of  learning,  sharing  in  conference  churches 


Unique  training 
opportunity  for 
workers  with  retarded 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  invites 
persons  working  with  the  mentally 
retarded,  and/  or  those  vitally  interested 
in  this  pursuit,  to  participate  in  a  unique 
training  opportunity  scheduled  for  July 
26-August  1  at  Denton  State  School, 
Denton,  Texas. 

This  Laboratory  and  Seminar  Week  Is 
concerned  with  persons  who  are  men¬ 
tally  retarded  In  residential  facilities, 
community  church  programs,  and  in¬ 
tegrated  church  classes,  It  is  for 
volunteer  teachers,  chaplains,  religious 
education  directors,  and  persons  in¬ 
terested  in  certification  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Outstanding 
leadership  will  be  featured,  and  Denton 
State  School  will  be  toured,  with  par¬ 
ticipants  having  the  opportunity  to  In¬ 
terview  and  discuss  concerns  with 
professional  staff  persons. 

Details  concerning  registration  may  be 
obtained  from  our  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  office,  P.  O.  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104. 


Vacation  Church  or  Bible  Schools  are 
the  “in”  thing  In  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference.  More  than  that,  the  reports  that 
are  coming  in  to  this  newspaper  all 
indicate  that  there  is  much  enthusiasm  in 


the  learning,  sharing  experience. 
Dedicated  leaders,  teachers,  and  pastors 
are  helping  to  make  these  vacation 
events  meaningful;  and  the  exciting 
response  of  those  attending  attests  to  the 


fine  Christian  spirit  that  is  evident  in  our 
Conference. 

Shown  in  these  two  photographs  are  the 
two  most  recent  schools  reported  to  this 
office. 


Children  In  Vacation  Bible  School  held  at  Blackwater  UM 
Church,  Baker,  are  shown  here  with  their  director,  Ms. 
Carolyn  Devall.  $45.12  was  collected  for  UMCOR.  and  a  large 
attendance  was  recorded.  William  C.  Blakely  Is  pastor. 


Broadmoor  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  has  chalked  up 
another  successful  Vacation  Bible  School.  463  persons  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  school,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Gwen  Cook, 
Education  Coordinator  of  the  church,  and  Mrs.  Pat  Jones,  VCS 
Director,  This  picture  shows  a  fireman  demonstrating  rescue 
equipment,  which  was  a  special  event  of  the  program.  Dr.  D. 
L.  McGuire,  pastor,  notes:  "...  this  has  been  a  remarkable 
week  for  us  all." 


Four  year 8  ago,  Gretna  UM  Church  purchased  a  ftve-acceJract  of  land  on  Whitney 
Avenue  at  a  cost  of  $142,000,  secured  with  a  1 5-year  note.  On  June  8,  a  special  note¬ 
burning  ceremony  washeld,  marking  “payment  in  full"  of  the  note  In  just  over  three 
years.  Shown  in  this  picture  are  the  Rev.  George  Harbuck.  pastor,  with  Miss  Lydia 
Heard,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  holding  the  note,  while  Herb  Moffitt, 
Treasurer  of  the  Board,  sets  the  match  to  signify  the  burning.  It  was  a  great  day  for 
Gretna,  as  plans  were  announced  to  begin  construction  at  an  early  date •' 


Useful  information 


Church  sponsorship  of  Vietnamese 
families  is  being  handled  by  UMCOR, 
and  in  order  to  expedite  the  process 
UMCOR  is  working  in  conjunction  with 
Church  World  Service.  A  church  that  is 
ready  to  accept  a  refugee  family  should 
get  in  touch  with  the  UMCOR  refugee 
office  by  telephone.  The  sponsoring 
church  will  be  expected  to  provide 
temporary  housing  and  to  assist  the 
refugee  to  secure  a  job.  Requests  can  be 
made  in  writing  to  UMCOR,  Room  1470, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y.,  N.Y.  10027;  or 
to  speed  your  request,  telephone  Dr. 
James  J.  Thomas,  (212)  678-6283/  678- 
6284. 


Any  church  school  worker  wishing  to 
gain  new  skills  may  attend  a  Laboratory 
School  July  26-August  1  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  according  to  information  received 


from  the  Central  Texas  Conference.  A 
Seminar  for  persons  wishing  to  certify  as 
Laboratory  leaders  will  be  held  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Lab  School. 
Registrations  are  due  July  10.  All 
sessions  will  be  held  at  Polytechnic  UM 
Church  or  at  Texas  Wesleyan  College. 
Housing  is  available  on  the  campus. 
More  information  is  available  from  our 
Conference  Council  Office  in  Shreveport 
or  directly  from  Mrs.  Ethel  Alldredge, 
Polytechnic  UMC,  1310  Collard,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas  76105. 

***** 

Note:  for  those  using  INFOSERV,  this 
information  service  is  temporarily 
reducing  its  hours  of  phone  service 
during  the  summer  months.  Through 
August  31  the  time  is  listed  as  9  A.M.  to  1 
P.M.  Central  Time.  Full  service  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  resume  on  September  1.  The 
number  Is:  800-251-8140. 


Hammond  District  pastors  and  families 
enjoy  picnic,  welcome  transfers 


Hammond  District  ministers  are  shown  at  their  first  meeting  of  the  New  Con¬ 
ference  Year,  under  the  trees  in  Hammond  Zemurray  Park,  June  19.  William  P. 
Fraser  is  Hammond  District  Superintendent. 


Dr.  David  Frederick  Elder 

Since  this  year’s  School  is  expected  to 
be  the  largest  ever,  you  are  urged  to 
register  as  early  as  possible.  Room  and 
board  will  be  $35  for  pastors  and  $60  for 
pastor  and  wife.  Please  note  that  these 
prices  include  registration,  room,  board, 
and  the  banquet.  Any  children  attending 
must  pay  the  same  as  adults  for  room 
and  board.  If  you  are  not  registering  for 
full  room  and  board,  the  single 
registration  fee  is  $6  per  pastor  and  $10 
for  pastor  and  wife.  There  will  be  a  fee  of 
$3  per  person  for  the  banquet  for  those 
not  registered  or  not  living  in  the 
dormitories. 

Housing  will  be  in  the  college  dor¬ 
mitories,  and  bed  linens  (including 
sheets,  pillows,  "Blankets,  towels,  soap, 
etc.)  must  be  furnished  by  each  par¬ 
ticipant.  Please  mail  your  registration 
form  to  P.  O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104,  and  make  your  check  payable  to 
“Louisiana  United  Methodist  Pastor’s 
School.” 

Introducing  Ms. 
Bobbie  L.  Washington 


Conference  Council  on  Ministries  offices 
during  Annual  Conference  (or  at  some 
other  time)  you  have  already  met  Ms. 
Bobbie  L.  Washington.  A  relative 
newcomer  to  the  staff  of  COM,  Bobbie  is 
a  native  of  Greenwood,  La.  She  attended 
Southern  University  (Shreveport-Bossier 
campus)  for  two  years,  and  went  on  to 
Louisiana  Tech  University  in  Ruston, 
where  she  completed  her  studies  in  1974, 
majoring  in  Office  Administration.  After 
working  in  West  Monroe  for  several 
months,  she  came  to  Shreveport  last  fall 
and  joined  the  Conference  staff.  This  is 
Bobbie’s  formal  welcome  to  the  Con¬ 
ference. 


Zemurray  Park,  Hammond,  was  the 
scenic  setting  for  the  “fun  and 
fellowship”  gathering  enjoyed  by 
ministers  and  families  of  the  churches  of 
the  Hammond  District,  as  they  officially 
welcomed  the  new  ministerial  families 
into  the  District. 

The  food  portion  of  the  celebration 
featured  favorite  dishes  of  the  people  of 
the  Florida  Parishes,  served  under  the 
pavilion.  Recreation  included  tennis,  and 
soft  ball  game  for  10-year  olds.  A 
Kiwanis-sponsored  train  took  the 
children  and  youth  on  a  tour  of  the  park 
as  parsons  and  parsonettes  met  under 


the  trees  and  planned  the  year's  work. 

New  faces  in  the  Hammond  District, 
according  to  Superintendent  William  P. 
Fraser,  are:  Don  and  Carolyn  McDowell, 
St.  Timothy  ;  John  and  Carol  Giles,  Pearl 
River-Lacombe-St.  Tammany  ;  Eddie 
Morgan,  Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge; 
Sherman  and  Barbara  Beird,  Friend- 
ship-Mangum;  Ed  and  Carol  Henkel, 
Springfield;  Chareles  and  Mary  Virginia 
Scott,  Livingston. 

Plans  were  made  for  parsonettes  to 
meet  with  the  parsons  on  alternate 
months  for  an  evening  covered  dish 
meal,  worship  and  business. 


Lake  Charles  District  COM  workshop 
emphasizes  growth,  understanding 


The  Rev.  Howard  Booth,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  North  Harrow, 
England,  and  the  Rev.  John  Bayliss, 
pastor  of  Rayne  Memorial  UM  Church, 
New  Orleans,  are  exchanging  pulpits  for 
six  weeks  this  summer. 

The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Booth  arrived 
in  New  Orleans  on  June  26,  and  took  up 
residence  in  the  parsonage  of  Rayne 
church.  Doctor  Bayliss  and  Mrs.  Bayliss 
(Emily )  have  arrived  in  England  and  are 
residing  in  the  North  Harrow  parsonage. 
Accompanying  the  Baylisses  are  son 
John  Mark,  and  daughter  Lanier. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Booth  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  the  Division  of  Social 
Responsibility  of  the  British  Methodist 
Church  and  its  related  “Healing  and 
Pastoral  Ministry”  Committee.  He  also 
serves  on  the  Team  Ministries  Com¬ 
mittee  which  is  related  to  the  Home 
Mission  Division.  He  is  author  of  two 
books:  On  Parade  (addresses  for  Parade 
Services  and  Family  Worship), 
published  by  Epworth  Press;  and  The 
Christian  Nurse,  published  by  Mac¬ 
millan. 

Mrs.  Booth,  in  addition  to  her  support 
as  a  minister’s  wife,  is  employed  as  a 
part-time  music  teacher  in  the  Harrow 
Education  Department.  Their  son  Martin 
is  in  his  final  year  at  Birmingham 
University;  and  their  daughter  Susan  is 
studying  at  the  Northern  Counties 
College  of  Education  preparing  to  teach 
mentally  handicapped  children.  Martin 
and  Susan  are  also  in  New  Orleans. 


Dr.  Zan  Wesley  Holmes,  Jr. 

Recognizing  “Worship”  as  centrally 
important  in  the  Christian  Community 
and  experience,  this  year’s  planners  of 
the  Pastor’s  School  have  designated 
“The  Enrichment  of  Worship”  as  the 
theme. 

The  Pastor’s  School,  to  be  held  again  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  holds 
promise  of  a  great  Christian  experience 
to  be  placed  on  the  “not  to  be  missed 
list.  As  in  former  years,  exceptional 
leadership  will  be  provided,  and  par 
ticipants  will  share  in  practical  ex¬ 
perience  and  learning.  (Please  refer  to 
Bishop  Crutchfield’s  message  on  this 
page.) 

The  School  officially  opens  at  1:30  P.M 
on  Monday,  July  21,  with  Dean  Abraham 
Davis  in  charge.  Registration  and  room 
assignments  will  precede  the  opening, 
beginning  at  10  A.M.  on  that  day  at 
James  Hall  Lobby. 

During  the  first  afternoon  session  there 
will  be  lectures  and  discussion  led  by 
Professors  Grady  Hardin  and  Zan 
Holmes,  Jr.  Their  topics  will  be:  “The 
Pastor  As  Leader  In  Worship;”  and 
“Styles  of  Leadership  in  Worship.” 
Following  a  break,  Professor  Carlton 
Young  will  lead  a  discussion  on 
“Christian  Worship  in  Music.” 

Dr.  Hardin  is  professor  of  worship  and 
preaching,  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
SMU,  and  is  well  known  throughout  the 
Jurisdiction  and  the  entire  country.  Dr. 
Holmes  is  associate  professor  of  prac- 


Among  those 
attending  the  Lake 
Charles  District 
Workshop  were. 

left:  Moses  T. 
Jackson.  Sr.  : 
Irving  K  . 
Abraham:  James 
L.  Jones. 


A  district  workshop,  sponsored  by  the 
Council  on  Ministries  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District,  was  held  at  Warren  UM  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  on  June  21.  The  Workshop 
dealt  with  opportunities  for  growth  in 
racial  understanding. 

The  Rev.  James  L.  Jones,  Associate 
Executive  Secretary,  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race, 


Washington,  D.  C.,  was  the  resource 
person;  Mr.  Irving  Abraham,  district 
chairperson  for  the  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  presided.  Par¬ 
ticipants  spent  most  of  the  day  grappling 
with  the  terms  such  as  “prejudice,” 
“racism,”  and  “bigotry.” 

The  Rev.  Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr.  was 
pastor  host. 


Reverends  Bayliss 
and  Booth 


exchange  pulpits 


Dr.  Carlton  R.  Young 


tical  theology  and  associate  director  of 
the  Intern  Program  at  Perkins. 
Currently  he  is  pastor  of  St.  Luke  UM 
Church  in  Dallas,  Texas.  Dr.  Young, 
professor  of  church  music,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  and  Meadows  School 
of  the  Arts,  SMU,  is  a  widely  acclaimed 
musician,  conductor  of  the  Perkins 
Seminary  Singers,  and  was  editor  of  the 
revised  “Methodist  Hymnal”  (Abingdon, 
1966). 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Holmes  will  be  the 
preacher  at  the  evening  worship  service 
on  July  21. 

Tuesday's  program  continues  the 
lectures  and  discussions  led  by 
Professors  Hardin  and  Holmes,  cen¬ 
tering  around  “Worship  Services  and 
The  Real  Presence.’’  The  evening 
Worship  Service  will  feature  an  organ 
recital  by  Dr.  Fred  Elder,  full  time 
organist  for  12  years  at  Boston  Avenue 
UM  Church,  Tulsa,  Okla.  Doctor  Elder  is 
also  assistant  professor  of  piano  and 
organ  at  Oral  Roberts  University,  and 
has  served  as  accompanist  for  major 
musical  groups.  At  the  Boston  Avenue 
Church  he  plays  two  pipe  organs,  an  89 
rank  Moeler  in  the  sanctuary  and  a  14 
rank  Moeler  in  the  chapel. 


Following  Doctor  Elder’s  concert,  The 
Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion  will  be 
celebrated,  with  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field,  Jr.  serving  as  Celebrant  and 
Preacher. 


Bishop  Crutchfield  will  lead  the  group 
in  exploring  the  subject  of  “The  Pastoral 
Prayer”  on  Wednesday,  July  23.  He  will 
be  followed  by  Dr.  Elder’s  leadership  in 
“Instrumental  Music  In  Worship.”  The 
afternoon  will  be  given  over  to  Small 
Group  Workshops  dealing  with  the 
various  aspects  of  worship.  A  highlight  of 
the  evening  is  the  Bishop’s  Banquet,  to  be 
held  in  the  college  cafeteria.  Afterwards 
Dr.  Grady  Hardin  will  preach  at  evening 
worship. 

Again  on  Thursday,  July  24  Professors 
Hardin,  Holmes  and  Young  will  lecture 
and  lead  discussions  on  “Weddings, 
Funerals  and  Worship;’’  and  on 
“Educating  The  Congregation  In  Wor¬ 
ship."  The  School  concludes  at  12  Noon. 
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‘Bishops’ Call’:  Peace 
is  three-dimensional 


Ralph  E.  Dodge 


As  Americans  celebrate  Independence 
Day  this  week,  a  year-long  observance 
begins  which  will  culminate  next  year 
with  the  200th  anniversary  of  our  nation. 

The  next  twelve  months  undoubtedly 
will  be  a  time  of  varied  celebration  and 
remembrance  throughout  the  land  as,  by 
word  and  deed,  we  commemorate  our 
heritage.  For  American  Christians  that 
will  mean  also  remembering  and 
celebrating  the  formative  role 
Christianity  has  played  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  our  nation’s  roots.  It  will  also 
mean  a  willingness  to  recognize  that  our 
nation’s  Christian  roots  have  not  always 
borne  Christian  fruits. 

Amid  the  pageantry  and  glitter  of  our 
Bicentennial,  we  should  reflect  critically 
as  well  as  appreciatively  on  our  nation’s 
past,  its  present  and  its  future. 

(1)  Our  Bicentennial  celebration  must 
be  concerned  with  the  past.  We  are  a 
nation  founded  on  traditions  strongly 
influenced  by  the  Christian  faith.  Our 
Constitution  and  Bill  of  Rights  are,  in 
many  ways,  secular  formulations  of 
Christian  principles  regarding  the  way 
people  should  relate  to  one  another 
personally  and  collectively.  But  only  the 
blindest  among  us  would  say  that  these 
noble  principles  have  been  uniformly 
followed  during  the  past  200  years. 

Where  was  the  black  slave,  for  in¬ 
stance,  when  the  signers  of  our 
Declaration  of  Independence  said:  “We 
hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that 
all  men  are  created  equal,  that  they  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain 
unalienable  rights,  that  among  these  are 
life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 

Christian  faith, 
national  policy  & 
‘saber  rattling’ 


piness”?  Where  was  the  American 
Indian?  Those  of  us  who  would  see 
American  history  as  the  Christian  way  of 
life  being  continually  acted  out  should 
consider  such  facts.  Our  history  includes 
magnanimous  expressions  of  love, 
justice  and  mercy  toward  others;  it  also 
includes  many  expressions  of  greed  and 
vicious  self-centeredness. 

The  Bicentennial  will  tempt  many  of  us 
to  tie  our  past  in  a  neat  bundle  marked 
“God  and  country’’  and  then  to  step  back 
and  look  at  it  with  unblemished  pride.  We 
should  take  pride  in  the  times  the 
Christian  influence  has  been  apparent  in 
the  actions  of  America  and  its  citizens. 
We  should  also  feel  humble  when  we 
consider  the  sins  our  nation  and  its 
citizens  have  committed  —  sometimes 
under  the  guise  of  Christianity. 

To  honor  our  past  properly,  we  must 
look  at  both  the  successes  and  failure  of 
our  nation  to  live  out  its  nobel  creed. 

(2)  Our  Bicentennial  celebration  must 
be  concerned  with  the  present.  What  we 
have  to  celebrate  is  tied  to  our  past.  But 
the  past  is  worthless  if  we  do  not  apply  its 
lessons  to  the  present. 

The  Christian  church  has  a  prophetic 
tradition  which  stretches  back  to  ancient 
Israel.  During  our  nation’s  first  200 
years,  Christian  leaders  have  been  in  the 
forefront  of  seeking  to  build  our  nation 
“under  God.’’  From  early  circuit-riding 
preachers  —  who  helped  mold  rural 
communities  into  bodies  of  Christian 
worshipers  and  upstanding  citizens  —  to 
modern  church  leaders  such  as  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  —  who  called  the 
nation  to  judgment  —  many  examples 
are  available  to  us.  We  should  look  to 
these  examples  from  the  past  and  dare  to 
provide  the  nation  with  similar  moral 
leadership  today. 

It  is  by  recognizing  that  our  nation  was 
built  by  black-skinned  field  hands  as  well 
as  by  white-wigged  statesmen  that  we 
comprehend  the  Christian  “now”  for 
which  we  should  strive.  While  our 
Christian  ideals  were  compromised  by 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


the  destruction  we  accomplished  in 
Vietnam,  let  us  live  them  out  today  in  our 
refugee  resettlement  efforts  here  and  our 
economic  aid  there.  While  we  have  failed 
to  accept  racial  minorities,  or  even 
women,  as  children  of  God  on  an  equal 
basis  with  white  men,  let  us  do  so  today 
as  an  extension  of  our  heritage.  While  we 
have  grown  timid  in  expressing  our  faith 
to  an  increasingly  secular  world,  let  us 
proclaim  the  saving,  healing  power  of 
God’s  love  through  Christ  today  ,with  the 
boldness  of  our.  fp^-ef  a  then’s.,  ,  T 

(3)  Our  Bicentennial  celebration  must 
be  concerned  with  the  future.  Our  nation 
has  never  been  “a  Christian  nation,”  and 
it  is  not  “a  Christian  nation”  now.  But  as 
we  look  back  at  our  heritage  and  look 
around  us  at  America  today,  we  must 
also  look  forward  to  what  lies  ahead. 
Past  failures  and  present  difficulties  do 
not  relieve  Christians  from  the 
responsibility  of  seeking  to  make  our 
nation  a  reflection  of -God’s  Kingdom  on 
earth. 

This  is  not  to  suggest  an  amalgamation 
of  church  and  state,  nor  that  the  church 
could  rule  the  nation  more  effectively 
than  civil  government.  It  is  to  suggest 
that  our  nation  will  most  nearly  fulfill  its 
destiny  when  Christian  principles  guide 
the  actions  of  our  leaders  and  our  whole 
citizenry.  And  it  is  a  call  for  each 
Christian  to  demand  that  our  nation  —  its 
leaders  and  its  citizens  —  hold  itself 
accountable  to  God  in  a  way  it  has  only 
talked  about  in  the  past. 

Unless  we  reflect  upon  the  depths  of 
our  heritage  as  Americans,  and  as 
Christians,  our  Bicentennial  will  be  no 
more  than  an  exercise  in  triviality.  If  we 
look  seriously  at  our  heritage  and  its 
implications  for  the  present  and  the 
future,  new  life  —  characterized  by  our 
dependence  on  God  and  our  in¬ 
terdependence  upon  each  other  —  can  be 
breathed  into  our  nation  and  its  church¬ 
es. 

The  choice  —  triviality  or  new  life  —  is 
left  with  each  of  us. 


This  is  the  first  of  series  of  three 
articles  by  Bishop  Ralph  E.  Dodge, 
executive  coordinator  of  the 
" Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and  the 
Self-Development  of  Peoples.” 
Other  articles  in  the  series  will 
appear  in  subsequent  issues. 

,  By  JLAL^H  E.  DODGE 

Peacp,  as,  the  term  is  used  in  ‘The 
flishop^’  jCall  tor  ^eace  and  the  Self- 
Development  of  Peoples,"  has  three 
dimensions.  All  three  are  important 
and  to  omit  any  dimension  does  an 
injustice  to  the  term  and  to  the 
"Call.”  Traditionally  within  the 
church  we  are  accustomed  to 
thinking  about  peace  as  an  har¬ 
monious  relationship  between  an 
individual  and  God.  To  be  sure,  this 
is, the  most  common  use  of  the  term 
in  the  Bible.  Isaiah  states,  “He  will 
keep  in  perfect  peace  all  those  who 
trust  in  Him,  whose  thoughts  turn 
often  to  the  Lord!”  (Isaiah  26:3) 
John  quotes  Jesus  as  saying,  “I  am 
leaving  you  with  a  gift  -  peace  of 
mind  and  heart!  And  the  peace  I 
give  isn’t  fragile  like  the  peace  the 
world  gives.  So  don’t  be  troubled  or 
afraid.”  (John  14:27)  Paul  uses  the 
concept  of  peace  as  a  fruit  of  the 
spirit,  “But  when  the  Holy  Spirit 
controls  our  lives  he  will  produce 
this  kind  of  fruit  in  us:  love,  joy, 
peace,  patience,  kindness,  faith¬ 
fulness,  gentleness  and  self-control; 
and  here  there  is  no  conflict  with 
Jewish  laws.”  (Galatians  5:22-23) 
Inner  peace  is  a  reality  for  those  who 
are  born  of  the  spirit  of  God,  “So 
now,  since  we  have  been  made  right 
in  God’s  sight  by  faith  in  his 
promises,  we  can  have  real  peace 
with  him  because  of  what  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  has  done  for  us.” 
(Romans  5:1) 


The  Bible  also  speaks  of  peace  as  a 
harmonious  relationship  befween 
people.  Mark  records  Jesus  as 
saying,  .  .  Live  in  peace  with 
each  other.”  (Mark  9:50),  and 
Matthew  recalls  Jesus  as  blessing 
the  peacemakers  and  calling  them 
children  of  God  (Matthew  5:9).  Paul 
is  quite  explicit  when,  in  writing  to 
the  Thessalonians,  he  states,  “Think 
highly  of  them  and  give  them  your 
whole-hearted  love  because  they  are 
straining  to  help  you.  And 
remember,  no  quarreling  among 
yourselves.”  (Thessalonians  5:13) 
Isaiah  also  foresaw  a  time  when  “all 
nations  will  convert  their  weapons  of 
war  into  implements  of  peace.  Then 
at  the  last  all  wars  will  stop  and  all 
military  training  will  end.”  (Isaiah 
2:4)  The  concept  of  peace  as  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  on  an  in¬ 
terpersonal  or  international  basis  is 
widely  used  in  the  Scriptures. 

The  third  dimension  of  peace  as 
a  creative  and  harmonious  re¬ 
lationship  between  an  individual 
and  his  environment  is  less  often 
overtly  used  but  is  not  foreign  to  the 
Bible.  The  Psalmist  perceives  this 
overall  relationship  as  he  writes,  “I 
will  lie  down  in  peace  and  sleep,  for 
though  I  am  alone,  O  Lord,  you  will 
keep  me  safe.”  (Psalms  4:8) 
Eliphaz  suggested  to  Job  that 
“dangerous  animals  will  be  at  peace 
with  you.”  (Job  5:23)  In  Zechariah 
peace  is  associated  with  abundance 
when  the  prophet  writes,  “For  I  am 
sowing  peace  and  prosperity  among 
you.  Your  crops  will  prosper;  the 
grapevines  will  be  weighted  down 
with  fruit;  the  ground  will  be  fertile, 
with  plenty  of  rain;  all  these 
blessings  will  be  given  to  the  people 
left  in  the  land.”  (Zechariah  8:12) 


In  the  Mosaic  Covenant  peace  is 
conceived  of  as  a  harmonious  en¬ 
vironment;  "I  will  give  you  regular 
rains,  and  the  land  will  yield  bumper 
crops,  and  the  trees  will  be  loaded 
with  fruit  long  after  the  normal 
time!  And  grapes  will  still  be 
ripening  when  sowing  time  comes 
again.  You  shall  eat  your  fill,  and 
live  safely  in  the  land,  for  I  will  give 
you  peace,  and  you  will  go  to  sleep 
without  fear.  I  will  chase  away  the 
dangerous  animals.”  (Leviticus  26: 
4-6)  Jesus  reiterates  much  this  same 
thought  when  he  declares,  “My 
purpose  is  to  give  life  in  all  its 
fullness.  I  am  the  Good  Shepherd. 
The  Good  Shepherd  lays  down  his 
life  for  the  sheep.”  (John  10:  10-11) 

Peace  in  its  broadest  meaning 
deals  with  the  totality  of  relation¬ 
ships  of  life:  spiritual,  physical,  and 
social.  Partial  peace  can  be  obtained 
from  partial  right  relationships  but 
total  peace  can  only  come  from  the 
cessation  of  tensions  and  conflict 
between  an  individual  and  his  or  her 
environment,  between  a  person  and 
one’s  fellowpersons,  and  between 
the  Creator  and  the  created. 

Thus  it  is  that  in  “The  Call”  we 
associate  peace  with  the  cessation  of 
international  conflict  and  hostilities, 
the  elimination  of  hunger,  the 
cessation  of  oppression  and  ex¬ 
ploitation,  as  well  as  the  end  of 
rebellion  between  an  individual  and 
his  Maker.  There  can  be  no  total 
peace  without  liberation ;  there  can 
be  no  total  peace  without  justice  and 
compassion;  there  can  be  no  total 
peace  without  God.  Lord  give  us 
peace  in  our  day. 


The  desire  for  peace  is  one  of  the 
pervasive  themes  of  Scripture.  As  Bishop 
Ralph  Dodge  illustrates  so  well  in  an 
article  elsewhere  on  this  page,  Christians 
should  be  concerned  with  building  peace 
in  all  its  dimensions. 

Under  the  influence  of  Christian 
teaching,  our  nation,  since  its  birth,  has 
liked  to  think  of  itself  as  one  which  seeks 
to  develop  and  maintain  peace  among  the 
world’s  peoples.  Although  imperfect  in 
its  implementation,  our  stated  national 
intention  has  been  never  to  initiate  war 
against  another  nation. 

In  light  of  Christian  teaching  and 
national  tradition.  President  Gerald 
Ford's  nuclear  “sabfer-rattiing”  last 
week  can  only  be  greeted  with  shock  and 
dismay.  Reversing  a  policy  followed  by 
Presidents  of  both  parties  that  the  United 
States  would  never  be  the  first  to  launch 
a  nuclear  attack  against  another  nation, 
Mr.  Ford  told  a  national  press  conference 
last  week  that  his  policy  includes  the 
flexibility  to  use  nuclear  forces  as  needed 
to  protect  “the  national  interest.” 

Although  we  long  for  the  time  when 
nations  of  the  world  will  voluntarily 
disarm  themselves  and  we  consider  the 
amount  of  U.  S.  money  spent  on  ar¬ 
maments  each  year  to  be  scandalously 
excessive,  we  affirm  the  current  im¬ 
portance  of  a  strong  national  defense 
program.  Without  the  ability  to  defend 
ourselves  and  our  allies,  we  could 
scarcely  hope  to  maintain  our  freedoms. 

There  is  a  great  difference,  however, 
between  defense  and  offense.  The 
horrors  produced  at  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki  at  the  beginning  of  the  atomic 
age  are  nothing  compared  to  the  horrors 
which  would  be  produced  by  the  use  of 
strategic  nuclear  weapons  today.  Ironic 
as  it  may  seem,  the  current  nuclear 
stalemate  between  the  United  States  and 
Russia  —  in  which  each  nation  possesses 
the  capability  of  wiping  the  other  out 
several  times  over  —  appears  to  be  the 
best  means  presently  available  to  avoid  a 
worldwide  nuclear  holocaust. 

Given  this  state  of  world  affairs,  it  is 
inherently  irresponsible  for  any  nation  to 
consider  using  nuclear  weapons  against 
another  For  the  United  States  even  to 
consider  launching  an  offensive  attack 
with  such  weapons  is  inherently  against 
"the  national  interest”  and  is  morally 
unconscionable. 

For  the  good  of  America  and  the  good 
of  humanity,  we  urge  President  Ford  to 
renounce  this  shift  in  American  policy, 
and  to  reassure  the  citizens  of  this  nation 
and  the  world  that  the  United  States  will 
never  be  the  first  to  unleash  nuclear 
destruction  against  another  nation. 


Support  for  Wesley  Chapel  restoration  continues 


To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  word  to  thank  you  for  the 
splendid  editorial  and  the  news  article  on 
Wesley’s  Chapel  which  appeared  in  the 
June  13  issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

We  are  particularly  pleased  with  this 
since  TM/  UMR  in  its  various  editions 
constitutes  the  nearest  thing  to  a  com¬ 
plete  coverage  of  United  Methodism  that 
we  now  have  in  the  church.  I  am  sure  that 
you  will  create  a  new  interest  in  our 
efforts  to  raise  the  necessary  money  on 
this  side  over  the  period  of  the  next 
couple  of  years.  Our  committee  will  be 
meeting  very  shortly  now  to  determine 
what  direction  this  campaign  will  take. 

While  it  does  not  matter  greatly,  the 
figures  you  used  are  correct  in  a  sense, 
as  are  those  issued  by  the  British 
Committee.  They  do  not,  however,  in¬ 
clude  several  thousand  dollars  we  have 
on  hand  from  our  campaign,  nor  do  the 
figures  include  some  $15,000  or  more 
contributed  directly  by  United 
Methodists  to  the  Wesley’s  Chapel 
project.  Sometime  ago,  I  asked  for  the 
correct  figure  and  find  that  our  total 
giving  to  date  runs  probably  a  little 
better  than  $215,000. 

Thank  you  again,  and  with  all  best 
wishes. 

Lee  F.  Tuttle 

Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina 

Chapel  donation 

To  the  Editor: 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  check  for  $5.00 
for  the  Wesley  Chapel  Restoration  Fund. 

I  read  the  editorial  in  the  June  13  paper 
and  decided  I  wanted  to  participate  in 
restoring  Wesley  Chapel. 

Jeanette  B.  Street 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mrs.  Street’s  check 
was  forwarded  to  the  Wesley  Chapel 
Restoration  Fund,  c/  o  World  Methodist 
Council,  P.O.  Box  518,  Lake  Junaluska, 
North  Carolina  28745. 

A  thousand  thanks 

To  the  Editor: 

A  thousand  thanks  and  blessings  on  you 
for  your  editorial  regarding  the 
restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  City 
Road,  “What  is  our  Wesleyan  heritage 
worth?"  (TM/  UMR,  June  13). 

While  I  am  a  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  in  most 
ways  an  admirer  of  it,  I  think  it  un¬ 
fortunate  that  the  Board  turned  down  a 
position  of  support  for  the  restoration  of 
Wesley’s  Chapel.  You  are  so  correct  that 
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money  for  this  “Mother  Church  of  World 
Methodism”  will  not  be  deducted  from 
our  efforts  toward  helping  world  hunger. 
To  the  contrary,  for  us  to  maintain  ap¬ 
propriate  and  strong  gratitude  for  our 
rich  heritage  will  enable  us  to  do  more  in 
alleviation  of  world  hunger  and  other 
needs. 

Hit  it  again. 

And  congratulations  for  the  recent 
recognition  that  your  publications  have 
received. 

Monk  Bryan 
Columbia,  Missouri 

‘Yes’  to  one  article, 

‘ No ’  to  another 

To  the  Editor: 

On  the  second  page  of  the  June  13  issue 
were  two  articles  in  complete  contrast, 
and  I  would  like  to  express  a  “Whoopee, 
Yes”  to  one,  and  a  “Please,  no  more”  to 
the  other. 

The  first  was  written  in  joyful  humility 
by  a  California  University  student  giving 
a  simple  yet  poignant  witness  in  which 
she  said  her  desire  is  to  lift  up  the  Lord 
Jesus  and  “share  the  marvelously 
wonderful  news  of  what  God  has  given  to 
us  in  Jesus.”  Reading  this  was  joy  for 
me. 

In  contrast,  I  was  grieved  by  the  article 
about  “Ideas  we  Christians  could  offer  to 
Jesus.”  Surely  the  intention  was  irony  — 
an  attempt  to  convey  the  opposite  of  the 
written  words  —  but  to  me  it  came  across 
as  irreverent  at  best' and  sacrilegious  at 
worst.  Our  Lord  Jesus  is  to  be  wor¬ 
shipped,  adored  and  obeyed,  not  to  be 
advised.  God’s  ways  are  not  our  ways, 
and  man’s  wisdom  is  even  foolishness  to 
God.  For  me  the  idea  of  keeping 
notebooks  so  we  can  instruct  Christ  is 
offensive.  Perhaps  instead  we  could  keep 
notebooks  of  the  Lord’s  faithfulness  to  us,  „ 
of  His  grace,  blessings,  gentle  'kindness 
and  love.  1  >  s  ■  ■  i  c  ')  ^ 

Thank  you  for  your  weekly  newspaper. 

I  especially  appreciate  the  articles 
telling  how  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  active 
today  in  the  lives  of  churches  and  in¬ 
dividuals  all  around  the  world. 

Mrs.  Robert  P.  Shirley 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas 

Not  very  impressed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  subscribed  to  TM/  UMR  less 
than  a  year  and,  honestly  speaking,  I 
haven’t  been  very  much  impressed.  The 
writers  (or  editors)  have  overworked  the 
issues,  particularly  homosexuality  and 
women’s  lib. 

We  the  people  need  a  spiritual  outlook, 
and  if  the  paper  representing  the  United 
Methodist  Church  lacks  spiritual 
enlightenment  in  its  news,  it  should  be 
just  a  secular  one. 

I  especially  object  to  the  article  by  Bud 
Herron  in  the  June  13  issue.  My  God 


knows  all  things  and  not  one  of  us  could 
ever  make  suggestions  to  Him  —  even  in 
jest. 

Mrs.  Neill  Seuter 
Humboldt,  Tennessee 

Kent  State  aid  decried 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  in  TM/  UMR  for  June  20 
headed  “UMC  aid  in  Kent  State  trial 
called  crucial”  is  bothersome  to  say  the 
least.  I  wonder  how  many  members  of 
the  local  churches  who  are  furnishing  the 
$150,000  (as  well  as  the  salary  and  cost  of 
the  “temporary  residence”  for  the  Rev. 
John  Adams)  approve  this  use  of  their 
contributions. 

For  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
align  itself  on  the  side  of  legal  justice  in 
this  country  is  to  undertake  a  cause 
which  could  consume  all  the  church’s 
revenues.  Countless  numbers  of  in¬ 
dividuals  are  denied  justice  because  they 
cannot  pay  the  cost.  Employees  are  daily 
harassed  by  union  bosses ;  criminal 
suspects  are  regularly  refused  their  legal 
rights  in  the  infamous  plea-bargaining 
process;  persons  of  all  races  are  con¬ 
sistently  discriminated  against;  mental 
patients  are  held  indefinitely  in  in¬ 
stitutions;  and  on  and  on. 

Who  established  the  order  of  priorities 
which  placed  the  Kent  State  incident  at 
the  top  of  the  list?  After  all,  these  victims 
were  either  actively  participating  in,  or 
were  curious  onlookers  at,  an  open 
defiance  of  duly  constituted  authority 
when  they  should  have  been  attending 
classes.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  being  made  a  party 
to  a  spectacular  “show”  trial  of  doubtful 
merit,  „  „ 

George  F.  Platts 
Ormond  Beach,  Florida 

Morning  sunshine  vs, 

i 1  V  .  1  .  ! 

evening  impressions 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  “Evening  impressions 
while  strolling  in  Manhattan” 
(TM/  UMR,  May  30),  sometimes  on  an 
evening  stroll  the  shadows  cast  the 
reflections  of  a  hard  day  —  but  it’s 
surprising  how  after  a  good  night’s  rest 
we  awaken  to  the  dawn.  What  that  first 
ray  of  sunshine  can  do  —  stirring  life,  all 
the  beautiful,  noisy  chatter  of  the  mor¬ 
ning. 

Through  the  changing  seasons  with  the 
ensuing  shadows  that  sometimes  fall,  the 
sun  keeps  shining  because  of  those  who 
stop  to  listen. 

I  would  say  we’re  in  the  now  era. 

To  touch  on  another  subject,  a  name 
can  have  many  meanings,  and  should  be 
used  with  sensitivity  and  responsibility. 

Maybe  there’s  a  heart  and  a  mind  in  all 
those  questioning  looks  and  this  is  for 
what  we  should  listen. 


Being  deaf,  blind,  and  mutp  didn’t  stop 
Helen  Keller.  Some  people  feel  a  touch  of 
the  hand,  if  they’re  lucky  enough  to  have 
one  to  extend.  To  those  who  understand 
love,  language  is  not  foreign  —  only  a 
way  to  a  greater  truth. 

In  my  opinion  one  of  the  greatest  things 
the  Methodist  Church  has  going  for  it  is 
TM/  UMR.  To  read  it  is  to  know  someone 
is  trying  to  light  the  way.  For  me,  this  is 
what  the  name  means. 

“Whosoever  shall  receive  one  of  such 
children  in  my  name,  receiveth  me:  and 
whosoever  shall  receive  me  receiveth  not 
me,  but  Him  that  sent  me."  (Mark  9:37) 
Margaret  Mayberry 
Etna,  California 

Writer  used  wrong 
reference  book 

To  the  Editor: 

Mary  Lou  Maxfield  in  her  letter  of  June 
20  said  that  Methodist  “pluralism”  as 
defined  by  her  dictionary  (“.  .  .  more 
than  two  causative  influences  directing 
the  universe  .  .  .”)  is  responsible  for: 

(1)  presenting  a  “Silly  Putty”  Christ; 

(2)  holding  up  a  Christ  who  “forgives  all 
sin  without  being  asked  ...  and  ap¬ 
proves  of  sin”;  (3)  proclaiming  a  “dish¬ 
water  Divinity”;  (4)  practicing  “the  old 
shell  game”  by  providing  “the  Christ  you 
want”  under  one  of  the  shells,  and; 
(5)  practicing  evangelism  which  “ac¬ 
cepts,  condones  and  approves  sins  which 
Jesus  condemns.” 

The  definition  of  Methodist  pluralism  is 
not  found  in  any  dictionary,  but  in  pages 
68-82  of  the  1972  Methodist  Discipline. 
Approval  for  none  of  the  above  (from  1 
through  5)  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  our 
Methodist  Disciplines  from  Wesley 
through  1972.  Methodist  pluralism  in¬ 
volves  not  “theological  indifferentism,” 
but  “doctrinal  diversity,”  and  “in 
essentials,  unity;  in  non-essentials, 
liberty  ;  and,  in  all  things,  charity  (love 
that  cares  and  understands.)”  (P.  70) 

Christ’s  dimensions  are  too  great  to  fit 
under  one  Methodist’s  theological  shell. 
Our  combined  use  of  “scripture, 
tradition,  experience  and  reason”  brings 
us  closer  to  a  viable,  living  theology.  I 
have  been  a  Methodist  for  62  years  and 
have  seen  a  few  Methodist  clerical  and 
lay  “false  prophets,”  but  Ms.  Maxfield’s 
descriptions  of  Methodism  are  com¬ 
pletely  foreign  to  me. 

R.  K.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Thumbs  down  on 
‘ personhood 9 

To  the  Editor: 

For  many,  many  years,  “brotherhood” 
to  me  has  denoted  a  closer  relationship  — 
a  better  understanding  —  of  all  people.  I 
don’t  believe  it  has  ever  been  feminine  or 
masculine.  In  fact,  as  I  have  pictured 
brotherhood  relationships,  probably 
some  of  the  time  there  were  9  women  and 
3  men;  other  times  8  men  and  4  women; 
and  at  times  possibly  6  of  each.  Now, 
thanks  to  honest  Rev.  Kathryn  Pigg 
(TM/  UMR,  June  6),  will  I  have  trouble 
with  my  concept  of  brotherhood? 

For,  myself,  “personhood”  leaves  me 
cold,  and  has  no  special  meaning  to  be 
strived  for.  Better  that  we  as  Christians 
suggest  and  work  on  ways  and  means  to 
effect  better  relationships,  rather  than 
worrying  so  much  about  semantics. 

And  really,  I  doubt  that  Rev.  Pigg’s 
thinking  and  rationalizing  will  end 
dividedness,  or  even  help  much. 

Ford  Warnes 

Los  Alamos,  New  Mexico 


Agency  position  on 
gun  control  disturbing 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  quite  disturbed  to  read  in  the 
May  30,  1975  issue  of  TM/  UMR  that 
there  are  two  boards  formed  to  advocate 
banning  handguns  and  registering 
firearms. 

This  is  completely  opposite  to  my 
views,  and  I  hope  that  none  of  my  church 
contributions  filter  down  to  this  group. 

We  Methodists  are  a  large,  diverse 
group  and  I  don’t  think  the  church  can 
speak  for  all  of  us  on  these  controversial 
issues.  Frankly,  I  feel  that  many  of  these 
issues  are  civil  rather  than  ec¬ 
clesiastical,  and  that  the  church  should 
not  enter  into  the  discussion,  but  should 
concentrate  on  interpreting  the  Bible  and 
the  teachings  it  has  in  it.  Then  we  as 
individuals  can  be  governed  by  our 
consciences. 

D.  A.  Russell 

Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania 
I  don9t  want  to  miss 
a  single  issue 
To  the  Editor: 

Enclosed  is  my  check  to  renew  my 
subscription  to  the  Rocky  Mountain 
edition  of  TM/  UMR.  I  don’t  know  when 
the  present  subscription  will  run  out,  and 
I  don’t  want  to  miss  any  issues! 

Your  articles  on  world  hunger 
stimulated  my  interest  and  concern,  and 
in  turn  led  to  speaking  engagements 
before  various  groups  in  my  community. 
Hopefully,  others  will  in  turn  decide  to 
take  some  form  of  action  to  help  meet  the 
needs  in  this  tremendous  and  complex 
problem.  Mrs.  Jacl(  CuUey 

Ft.  Collins,  Colorado 
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Church  celebrates  Bicentennial 


GENERAL  ORDER 

Issued  by  General  George  Washington  in  New  York.  July  1776 
"The  General  is  sorry  to  be  informed  that  the 
foolish  and  wicked  practice  of  profane  cursing 
and  swearing,  a  vice  heretofore  little  known  in 
an  American  army,  is  growing  into  fashion.  He 
hopes  the  officers  will,  by  example  as  well  as 
influence,  endeavor  to  check  it.  and  that  both 
they  and  the  men  will  reflect,  that  we  can  have 
lirtle  hope  of  the  blessing  ol  Heaven  on  our 
arms,  if  we  insult  it  b\  our  impiety  and  folly. 
Added  to  this,  it  is  a  \icc  so  mean  and  low. 
without  any  temptation,  that  every  man  of 
sense  and  character  detests  and  despises  it. 


General  Washington  combats  a  ‘wicked  practice 9 

In  July  1776,  General  George  Washington  found  himself  faced  with  a  problem  — 
“the  foolish  and  wicked  practice  of  profane  cursing  and  swearing”  —  and  issued  this 
General  Order  to  his  army.  It  is  not  known  what  effect  Washington’s  order  had  in 
combating  the  age-old  military  problem.  religious  news  service  photo 


To  General  Con  ference 


Women,  youth,  ethnic 
delegates  chosen 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  The  1976 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
will  have  a  record  number  of  women 
delegates,  including  the  first  ordained 
women,  the  youngest  delegates  ever  and 
slightly  more  ethnic  minority 
representatives  than  the  1972  session  of 
the  world-wide  assembly. 

At  the  close  of  the  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico,  192 
women  had  been  •  elected  delegates, 
according  to  reports  compiled  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  and 
“Newscope,”  the  national  weekly 
newsletter  of  the  denomination.  Ten  of 
these  are  ordained. 

Yet  to  be  received  are  reports  from 
some  35  conferences  outside  the  U.S. 

The  192  women,  including  three  from 
non-voting  missionary  conferences,  is  64 
more  than  the  total  of  128  in  the  1972 
General  Conference.  Only  four  of  the  73 
conferences  failed  to  elect  any  women  — 
North  Dakota,  Northwest  Texas,  Rio 
Grande  and  Yellowstone. 

The  Southern  California-Arizona 
delegation  will  have  the  greatest  number 
of  women,  seven.  Electing  six  each  were 
Baltimore,  Detroit,  Florida,  Iowa,  and 
West  Ohio. 

Some  10  conferences  elected  women 
this  year  when  they  had  not  in  1972.  These 
include  New  Mexico,  New  Hampshire, 
South  Dakota,  Puerto  Rico,  Alabama- 
West  Florida,  North  Arkansas,  Northern 
New  York,  North  Mississippi,  Maine  and 
Red  Bird  Missionary. 

At  least  12  delegations  will  be  headed 
by  women,  compared  with  only  three 
from  the  U.S.  in  1972.  These  12  are 
Baltimore,  Louisiana,  Missouri  East, 
Missouri  West,  New  Hampshire,  North 
Texas,  Northern  New  Jersey,  South 
Dakota,  Maine,  Western  Pennsylvania, 
Iowa  and  Pacific  Northwest. 

Of  the  925  delegates  reported  as  of  June 
26,  a  total  of  105  are  from  ethnic 
minorities.  The  1972  General  Conference 
had  about  100  minority  delegates  from 
the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico. 

The  greatest  number  of  minority 


delegates  elected  from  any  one  con¬ 
ference  was  eight  from  Southern 
California-Arizona.  Northern  Illinois  and 
Baltimore  elected  six  each. 

The  percentage  of  persons  who  had  not 
been  delegates  the  previous  general 
conference  will  be  lower  than  it  was  four 
years  ago. 

Of  the  delegates  from  the  73  con¬ 
ferences,  54  per  cent  were  not  delegates 
in  1972,  although  a  number  were  alter¬ 
nates.  On  the  clerical  side,  49  per  cent 
were  not  delegates  four  years  ago,” 
while  58  per  cent  of  the  elected  lay  per¬ 
sons  were  not  delegates  in  Atlanta. 

In  1972,  some  59  per  cent  of  the 
delegates  had  not  been  delegates  in  the 
last  previous  conference  —  64  per  cent 
lay  and  54  per  cent  clergy. 

With  the  removal  of  a  minimum  age 
level  after  the  1972  General  Conference, 
Oklahoma  elected  the  youngest  delegate, 
16-year-old  Susie  English.  Several 
conferences  elected  17  and  18-year-olds, 
and  the  youngest  head  of  a  delegation 
apparently  will  be  20-year-old  Elaine 
Woodworth  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 


UMC  aids  in  TV 
series  on  issues 
families  face 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  A  picture  of 
America  in  1976  and,  hopefully,  some 
guidelines  for  the  future  —  that’s  the  aim 
of  a  unique  series  of  television  specials 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  helping 
produce.  They  will  be  aired  in  prime  time 
during  the  Bicenterinial  year,  it  was 
announced  here  J[une!  24. 

“Six  Americah:  Families”  will  be  six 
one-hour  programs  of  the  dramatic 
experience  of  families  as  they  face  the 
challenging  ethical  decisions  that  con¬ 
front  Americans  as  the  nation  enters  its 
third  century. 

Joining  the  UMC  in  the  venture  are 
Group  W  (Westinghouse  Broadcasting 
Co.,  Inc.)  and  the  United  Church  of 
Christ.  The  two  denominations  will  work 
through  their  communication  agencies. 

Viewers  will  see  real  families  —  not 
storybook  depictions  —  in  real  life 
situations.  A  unique  feature  will  be  the 
“instant  replay”  so  familiar  in  sports. 
The  family  members  will  watch  them¬ 
selves  on  a  monitor,  reliving  decisions 
they  made.  They  will  then  talk  about  the 
implications  of  what  they  have  done. 

Dr.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  executive 
secretary  of  U.M.  Communications,  said 
“We  find  increasing  help  in  our  decision 
making  from  our  peers.  We  feel  these 
programs  will  help  us  deal  with  the 

Board  execs 
react  to  new 
EMC  agency 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  chief 
executive  officers  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
here  responded  to  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council’s  decision  to  form  a 
“supplemental”  agency  for  evangelical 
missionaries  and  causes  (See 
TM/  UMR,  June  27.)  The  text  of  the 
statement  signed  by  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Washburn,  president  of  the  board,  and 
Dr.  Tracy  K.  Jones  Jr.,  general 
secretary  is  as  follows: 

The  recent  statement  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  executive 
committee,  issued  in  Atlanta  June  18, 
1975,  is  the  latest  development  in  a 
continuing  dialogue  with  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  which  has  been  going 
on  for  a  year  and  a  half.  As  a  continuing 
effort  to  keep  the  concern  for  evangelism 
.before  all  of  us,  we  welcome  it.  There  are, 
ambiguities  within  their  statement, 
however,  which  require  further  study 
and  discussion  before  any  response  can 
be  made  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

It  is  not  clear,  for  example,  whether 
EMC  intends  to  help  the  Church’s 
established  agency  find  qualified  persons 
requested  by  the  churches  overseas  to 
work  with  them,  which  initiative  we 
welcome,  or  whether  it  intends  to  get  up 
an  unofficial,  self-appointed  alternative 
sending  agency,  which  would  raise 
serious  questions  of  church  polity  in  a 
connectional  church.  We  hope  the  latter 
possibility  is  a  misinterpretation  of  their 
position,  but  do  not  feel  that  we  can  make 
any  formal  response  until  these  and  other 
matters  are  cleared  up. 


First  periodical  round 
table  proves  ‘ frustrating ' 
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By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LITTLE  ROCK  —  “Frustration”  was 
the  key  mood  here  June  25  and  26  as  the 
first  of  three  regional  round  table 
meetings  was  held  to  discuss  the  state  of 
United  Methodist  publications  in  the 
wake  of  the  folding  of  the  church’s 
general  family  magazine  “United 
Methodists  Today.” 

Stated  purpose  of  the  round  tables  is  to 
provide  “input”  to  a  team  of  staff  per¬ 
sons  assigned  by  the  denomination’s 
Joint  Committee  on  Communications 
(JCC)  to  develop  options  on  church 
publications  to  be  presented  to  General 
Conference  in  1976.  (The  round  table  data 
will  be  used  along  with  other  data  to 
formulate  a  committee  recommendation 
which  will  go  to  the  JCC  and  then  in  some 
form  to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  which  will  submit  a  final 
recommendation  to  General  Con¬ 
ference.  ) 

Frustration  at  the  initial  meeting  came 
on  two  fronts:  (1.)  participants  ex¬ 
pressed  frustration  concerning  the  scope 
of  the  task  placed  before  them  for  such  a 
brief  discussion  and  (2.)  some  par¬ 
ticipants  complained  that  too  much  time 
had  been  allocated  for  abstract 
discussions  of  philosophy  when  the 
primary  task  of  the  committee  is  to  set 
concrete  options  to  vitalize  the 
denomination’s  periodical  program. 

Although  most  of  the  time  at  the 
meeting  was  devoted  to  getting  over 
“procedural  hurdles”  and  trying  to 
decide  the  specifics  of  what  was  to  be 
dealt  with,  in  the  latter  stages  of  the 
discussion  four  issues  emerged.  Because 
of  time  limitations  the  issues  were  only 
opened  and  no  serious  attempt  was  made 
to  deal  with  them.  They  included: 
(1.)  How  should  “The  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter” 
(TM/  UMR)  be  viewed  in  the  context  of 
church  periodicals?  (2.)  Does  a  conflict 
exist  between  the  roles  and  purposes  of 
“The  Interpreter”  magazine  and  various 
board  program  journals?  (3.)  What  are 
the  needs  of  caucus  groups  and  ethnic 


issues  of  today  and  tomorrow  by  showing 
us  living  persons  whom  we  like  and  trust 
who  are  struggling  with  the  same 
problems  we  have.” 

Paul  Wilkes,  author  of  the  recently 
published  book,  “Trying  Out  the 
Dream,”  will  be  involved  in  each 
program  and  will  spend  months  living 
with  each  family.  The  producer  of  the 
series  will  be  Arthur  Barron,  three-time 
Emmy  Award  winner,  and  George 
Moynihan,  Group  W’s  national  television 
program  manager,  will  be  executive 
producer. 

In  discussing  this  project,  Donald  H. 
McGanndn,.  President  of  Group  W  said, 
“The  families  will  represent  a 
microcosm  of  America  (urban  and  rural, 
black  and  white,  poor  and  well-to-do), 
each  with  different  life  styles,  attitudes 


and  problems.  Taken  as  a  whole, 
however,  they  will  provide  a  picture  of 
America  in  1976  and,  hopefully,  some 
guidelines  for  the  future.” 

Dr.  Chambers  said  that  the  churches’ 
involvement  will  not  end  with  the 
production  of  the  series. 

“We  will  be  working  with  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  recruiting  thousands  of 
American  congregations  to  study 
seriously  contemporary  ethical  issues 
through  the  TV  series  and  in  an  ac¬ 
companying  resource  book  by  Paul 
Wilkes,”  he  asserted. 

“It  is  our  goal  that  all  of  these 
resources  will  be  used  for  study  by 
churches,  civic  groups,  schools,  and 
colleges  as  a  basic  regrounding  in  our 
national  ethical  decision-making  for  the 
years  ahead.”  he  said. 


300,000 persons 
to  join  in  prayer 

and  renewal 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

As  the  nation’s  official  bicentennial 
celebration  moves  into  high  gear  this 
July  4,  so  does  “Resurgence  ’76,”  a 
prayer  and  spiritual  renewal  emphasis 
spurred  by  United  Methodism’s  “The 
Upper  Room.” 

Perhaps  as  many  as  300,000  persons 
from  every  major  denomination  will  join 
in  a  year-long  re-examination  of  their 
moral  and  spiritual  values,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam,  director  of  The 
Upper  Room’s  prayer  life  and  fellowship. 

From  July  4,  1975,  to  July  4,  1976,  a 
unique  “pray  where  you  are”  prayer 
vigil  will  involve  thousands  in  a  con¬ 
tinuous  prayer  chain. 

Thousands  more  will  examine  their 
lifestyles  through  worship  and  study,  as 
they  work  through  themes  like  justice, 
peace  and  deliverance  to  ‘  r.  over  what 
it  means  to  be  one  nation  God,” 

Mr.  Dunnam  said. 

Still  others  will  pray  and  fast,  in  some 
cases  committing  themselves  to  fast  at 


least  the  noon  meal  each  Friday 
throughout  the  year. 

Mr.  Dunnam  estimates  that  3,000  local 
congregations  and  21,000  other  in¬ 
dividuals  are  thus  far  committed  to 
“Resurgence  ’76”  in  one  or  more  ways. 

“The  calendar  is  completely  covered” 
for  the  prayer  vigil,  he  said,  with  persons 
across  the  nation  assigned  specific  times 
and  using  a  suggested  prayer  guide  “to 
hold  our  nation  and  world  up  to  God” 
during  the  bicentennial  year. 

“This  Is  The  Way  It  Was,”  a  12-leaflet 
scriptural  series  has  been  designed  for 
monthly  use  beginning  in  July.  The 
leaflets  have  been  produced  jointly  by 
The  Upper  Room  and  the  American  Bible 
Society  for  churches  and  individuals  to 
use  and  distribute  in  their  communities. 

Many  denominations  are  tying  in  to 
“Resurgence  ’76,”  Mr.  Dunnam  told 
TM/  UMR.  Baptist  churches  in  Hyan- 
nisport,  Mass,  will  distribute  the  study 
guides  throughout  that  community 
during  the  peak  tourist  season.  The 
Episcopal  diocese  of  California  is  also 
circulating  them  among  its  churches. 

Meanwhile,  at  Central  United 
Protestant  Church  in  Richland,  Wash.,  (a 
U.M.  congregation),  a  24-hour  prayer 
vigil  July  4  will  mark  the  beginning  of 
what,  for  Central  and  many  other 
Christian  churches  across  the  nation,  will 
be  a  year  of  prayer  and  self-examination. 


Church  uses 
13  ‘colonies’  to 
chart  ’76  course 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
SANTA  BARBARA,  Calif.  —  More  than 
300  persons  turned  out  recently  for 
George  Washington’s  inaugural  dinner  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  here. 
Then  they  convened,  13  colonies  strong, 
in  a  continental  congress  to  plot  their 
course  for  ’76. 

It’s  all  part  of  an  18-month  Bicen¬ 
tennial  emphasis  at  First  Church,  wher ; 
each  of  the  13  “colonies”  will  carry  out  a 
program  especially  gea  ^d  to  a 
celebration  of  our  nation’s  1  fit'  \ 
“Georgia,”  for  example,  w_  arch 
the  role  of  Methodism  in  early  American 
history,  says  associate  pastor  Rev. 
James  Standiford. 

“Rhode  Island,”  a  youth  colony,  will 
conduct  a  continuous  paper  drive,  to 
emphasize  conservation  of  natural 
resources. 

Not  all  colonies  will  relate  directly  to 
the  Bicentennial.  “Massachusetts,”  for 
example,  will  sponsor  a  fund  drive  for 
improvement  of  church  facilities.  “But 
that’s  preservation  and  conservation, 
too!”  Mr.  Standiford  noted. 

It  all  began  in  May  with  a  “Spirit  of 
’75”  worship  service.  With  the  ministers 
in  white  wigs,  the  ushers  with  tithing 
poles  and  the  choir  director  serving  as 
foresinger,  the  service  attempted  to 
duplicate  a  1775  worship  service  in  all 
respects  except  one:  it  lasted  one  hour, 
not  three. 

There  are  many  creative  possibilities 
and  First  Church  will  take  every  op¬ 
portunity  to  carry  its  Bicentennial 
message  to  the  community,  Mr.  Stan¬ 
diford  told  TM/  UMR.  “Already  other 
churches  and  civic  groups  are  beginning 
to  notice  what  we’re  doing  about  the 
Bicentennial  and  getting  interested  in 
doing  things,  too,”  he  said. 

Meanwhile  this  July  4,  First  Church 
will  continue  its  celebration  with 
“Jubilation  USA,”  a  performance  of 
readings  and  music  from  America’s 
earliest  days. 

The  Rev.  Don  Locher  is  senior  pastor  of 
First  Church. 


Replace  present  national  body 

Proposal  would  create  new 
senior  high  youth  council 


minorities  concerning  church  periodi¬ 
cals?  and  (4.)  Should  the  over-all  church 
publications  program  be  based  on  na¬ 
tional  publications  or  area  and  confer¬ 
ence  publications? 

The  discussion  of  the  first  issue  cen¬ 
tered  on  how  TM/  UMR  (a  Dallas  based 
weekly  newspaper  which  publishes 
nationally  via  190  special  editions  for 
areas,  annual  conferences,  and  local 
churches,  yet  is  not  owned  by  the  general 
church)  should  be  considered  in  any 
plans  formulated  for  church  publica¬ 
tions.  The  question  was  raised  concern¬ 
ing  whether  the  general  church  should 
“recognize  and  support”  TM/  UMR  or 
disregard  it  as  “unofficial”  in  future 
discussions  of  whether  or  not  a  general 
periodical  is  needed  to  replace  “Today.” 

On  the  second  issue,  Jeff  Bowden, 
communications  staff  person  with  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  ex¬ 
pressed  feelings  that  “The  Interpreter” 
(a  general  church  program  journal)  is 
not  serving  agencies  as  it  should.  He  said 
that  in  the  case  of  his  own  board,  which  is 
not  now  able  financially  to  publish  its 
own  journal  as  other  boards  are  doing, 
“The  Interpreter”  has  not  been  suf¬ 
ficient.  He  said  that’  it  would  be  prefer¬ 
able  for  his  board  to  publish  its  own 
journal,  but  if  it  can  not,  then  space  con¬ 
trolled  by  his  board— rather  than  by 
“The  Interpreter”  staff— needs  to  be 
provided  in  “The  Interpreter.” 

On  the  third  issue,  group  participants 
discussed  the  need  for  the  church  to 
consider  caucus  group  and  ethnic  needs 
in  what  ever  national  communications 
program  is  designed. 

The  final  issue  discussed  in  many  ways 
appeared  to  be  the  underlying  one  for  the 
entire  session.  It  dealt  with  the  question 
of  what  sort  of  a  model  should  be  used  for 
designing  a  church-wide  com¬ 
munications  program.  Two  alternatives 
discussed  were  the  traditional  use  of 
national  publications  produced  at  the 
general  church  level,  and  the  idea  of 
strengthening  local,  conference  and  area 
publications  through  more  general 
church  support. 


By  TOM  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  Communications 

NORMAN,  Okla.  —  A  proposal  which 
could  substantially  change  the  national 
senior  high  youth  ministry  program  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  give 
more  attention  to  the  particular  needs  of 
early  adolescents  will  be  considered  here 
August  18-22  at  a  consultation  to  be  at¬ 
tended  by  youth  and  adult  represen¬ 
tatives  from  every  annual  conference  in 
the  denomination. 

The  proposal,  created  by  a  Youth 
Ministry  Task  Force,  would  replace  the 
present  United  Methodist  Council  on 
Youth  Ministry  (UMCYM),  a  semi¬ 
independent  Council,  with  a  national 
senior  high  organization  for  persons  in 
the  ninth  through  12th  grades. 

The  senior  high  proposal  would  include 
a  Youth  Ministry  Convocation  every 
other  year  composed  of  elected  delegates 
from  every  annual  conference.  The 
Convocation  would  elect  members  to  a 
continuing  National  Senior  High  Youth 
Steering  Committee  which  would  ad¬ 
minister  the  national  portion  of  the  Youth 
Service  Fund  and  implement  other 
decisions  of  the  Convocation.  The  staff  of 
such  a  national  Steering  Committee,  if 
needed,  would  be  nominated  by  the 
Convocation  but  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  subject  to  its  personnel 
policies  and  guidelines. 

When  approved  here,  the  proposal  will 
go  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
legislative  committee  for  further  con¬ 
sideration  and  then  to  the  General 
Conference  in  Apri’. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Donald  Cottrill, 
Nashville,  chairperson  of  the  task  force, 
the  proposal  seeks  to  sharpen  the  focus 
on  senior  high  youth,  the  age  level 
which  he  believes  can  be  adequately 
represented  in  a  national  level 
organization 

“The  proposal  gives  annual  conference 
senior  high  youth  and  adult  coordinators 
more  voice  in  setting  national 
priorities,”  Mr.  Cottrill  explained.  “The 
membership  procedure  also  provides  a 
direct  two-way  linkage  between  annual 
conference  and  national  youth 
organizations.” 

A  staff  member  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  Division  of  Lay  Life  and 
Work,  Mr.  Cottrill  said  the  plan  will  also 
clarify  and  strengthen  the  ties  of  the 
national  youth  organization’s  staff  to  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  providing  more 
accountability. 

The  proposed  biennial  Senior  High 
Convocation  would  include  three  voting 
representatives  from  each  annual 
conference  in  the  church:  the  annual 
conference  youth  president  or  designate, 
the  conference  adult  coordinator  of  youth 
ministry  or  designate,  and  one  other 
youth.  Provisions  are  included  for 
adequate  geographical  and  ethnic 
representation. 

According  to  Mr.  Cottrill,  leadership  of 
the  church  at  all  levels  of  the  church  — 
both  adults  and  youth  —  have  recognized 


for  many  years  that  one  program  cannot 
effectively  meet  the  needs  of  both  junior 
high  and  senior  high  youth.  Although  the 
difference  in  their  ages  may  be  little,  Mr. 
Cottrill  said  the  difference  in  their 


concerns  and  interests  is  great. 

This  concern  led  to  another  proposal 
which  calls  for  a  National  Committee  for 
Early  Adolescent  Youth  Ministry  related 
to  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 


the  church  today 


Improving  Economy  Helps  U.M. 
Pension  Investments 

CHICAGO,  Ill.  ( UMC)  —  An  improving 
U.  S.  economy  is  good  news  for  United 
Methodist  pensions  investments,  the 
program’s  directors  were  told  here  June, 
25. 

The  market  value  of  all  funds  managed 
by  the  board  was  $418,966,000  on  May  31, 
compared  with  $321,851,000  on  Dec.  31, 
1974,  Stanley  D.  Morrow,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  said. 
Assets  in  the  funds  totaled  $453,042,336  as 
of  March  31  this  year,  an  increase  of 
$31,620,000  in  the  past  year. 

Dr.  Morrow  added  that  the  May  31 
figure  meant  that  for  the  first  time  in  18 
months  the  value  of  securities  held  by  the 
board,  including  realized  appreciation, 
was  equal  to  obligations  to  participants 
in  the  programs. 

Indians  criticize  church 

FARMINGTON,  N.M.  (RNS)  -  The 
Christian  church  is  one  of  the  “major 
enemies”  of  American  Indians,  declared 
a  resolution  voted  by  the  American 
Indian  Movement  (AIM)  at  its  national 
convention  here. 

It  charged  that  “the  institution  of  the 
Christian  churches  have  failed  in  their 
mission.  The  continued  practice  of 
spiritual  and  cultural  ethnicide  must 
stop.  The  Christian  church  must  not  be 
allowed  to  enslave  the  minds  of  our 
children.” 

AIM  said  that  its  position  is  “that 
churches  must  begin  the  process  of 
return  of  land,  the  support  of  effective 
programs  controlled  and  maintained  by 
Indian  people  and  to  use  their  influence 
and  power  in  terms  of  both  monetary  and 


lobbying  support  to  bring  about  positive 
change  for  Indian  people.” 

The  statement  said  that  if  AIM  doesn’t 
see  this  kind  of  change  within  church 
bodies,  “our  only  alternative  is  to  use 
every  means  necessary,  both  legal  and 
otherwise,  to  have  them  removed  from 
Indian  communities  in  this  country.” 
Health  And  Welfare  Grant 
Combats  World  Hunger 

EVANSTON,  m.  (UMC)  -  Allocation 
of  $20,000  to  combat  world  hunger  was 
announced  here  June  25  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Division  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries. 

Of  the  total,  $5,000  will  go  to  an  Asian 
American  project  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
$10,000  to  an  American  Indian  program 
in  Nevada,  and  $5,000  to  an  economic 
consultation  in  Tonga.  The  Nevada 
project  is  in  cooperation  with  the  Joint 
Strategy  and  Action  Committee  (JSAC) 
and  Church  Women  United,  and  the 
Tonga  consultation  is  in  cooperation  with 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  World 
Division. 

Seminaries  cancel  merger  plans 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (RNS)  —  After  a  study 
revealed  that  merger  would  not  bring 
economies  but  would  increase  costs, 
United  Theological  Seminary  and 
Methodist  Theological  School  have 
decided  to  continue  as  separate  schools. 

United,  which  is  located  here,  and 
Methodist  Theological  in  Delaware  were 
scheduled  to  merge  July  1.  Both  are 
United  Methodist  seminaries. 

An  outside  consultant  employed  to 
study  the  merger  plan  advised  that 
moving  either  school  to  the  campus  of  the 
other  “would  result  in  higher  costs  for 
training  ministers  for  the  church.” 
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‘Stay  with  church  colleges’ 

But  new  commission  also  debates  ‘how  far?’’ 


By  TOM  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  Communications 
NASHVILLE  —  Should  the  United 
Methodist  Church  stay  in  higher 
education?  If  so,  how  far? 

Those  were  the  central  questions 
before  the  new  National  Commission  on 
United  Methodist  Higher  Education 
during  its  organizational’  meeting  here 
June  20-21. 

Chaired  by  Drew  University  President 
Paul  Hardin  III,  the  16-member  in¬ 
dependent  blue-ribbon  commission  is 
charged  with  giving  direction  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  on  how  it 
should  be  involved  in  higher  education 
during  the  remainder  of  this  century. 

°»*o\  ling  the  catalyst  for  the  group’s 
f-  eeting  were  nine  pages  of 
‘assumptions,  perceptions  and 
hypotheses”  presented  by  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  five-member  staff.  Dr.  T. 
Michael  Elliott  is  executive  director  of 


the  Commission. 

While  the  Commission  members  tr  , 
no  formal  votes,  a  general  consensus 
quickly  emerged  supporting  United 
Methodism’s  involvement  in  higher 
education.  But.  as  Congressman  James 
C.  Cv/i.man  of  California  said,  “I  agree 
the  church  should  stay  in  higher 
education.  The  real  question  is  Low  far?” 

Dr.  Fred  E.  Harris,  associate  general 
secretary  of  UMC’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  a  strong 
advocate  for  a  dual  system  of  higher 
education,  said  the  severance  of  United 
Methodist  ties  by  some  colleges  indicates 
”the  church  is  already  getting  out  of 
higher  education  one  way  or  f  :other.” 

Public  support  of  private  higher 
education,  believed  by  some  to  be  the  key 
to  survival  for  many  United  Methodist 
schools,  received  major  discussion. 
Private  college —  ‘no  such  thing’ 
“There  is  no  suchjhin^^a^private 


I  am  a  fool  for  Christ 
and  I  am  doing  what  is  right 9 


CLEVELAND  —  The  Rev.  L. 
Peter  Beebe  and  his  wife,  Judy,  look 
dejected  as  they  hear  an  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  court  pronounce  him  guilty  of 
disobeying  his  bishop  and  violating 
church  law  in  permitting  two  women 
to  celebrate  communion  in  his 
church.  Christ  Episcopal  in  Oberlin, 
last  December. 


Less  than  48  hours  after  the 
church  court  found  Father  Beebe 
guilty  in  Cleveland,  he  permitted  the 
same  two  women  to  celebrate  com¬ 
munion.  The  Rev.  Carter  Heyward 
of  New  York  is  shown  officiating  in 
the  Oberlin  church. 

The  court  had  recommended  that 
Father  Beebe  be  ordered  to  halt 
such  practices  and  also  recommend 
suspension  if  he  disobeyed  his 
bishop's  “godly  admonition”  as  he 
did  before. 

Acknowledging  that  some  people 
will  call  him  a  "fool”  for  repeating 
his  violation  of  church  law.  the 
rector  said.  “I  am  a  fool  for  Christ 
and  I  am  doing  what  is  right.” 
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African  bishop  hopeful 


college  or  university,”  declared  Boston 
University  President  John  R.  Silber. 
“Until  we  realize  this,  the  financial  crisis 
that  now  threatens  American  higher 
education  cannot  be  resolved." 

“If  we  really  are  private  we  ought  to 
get  our  h«nds  out  of  the  public  trough,” 
he  said.  “If  we  are  independent  public 
institutions  we  need  to  keep  our  terms 
straight.” 

Virtually  all  private  institutions, 
particularly  United  Methodist  schools, 
are  “open  to  the  public,  serve  public 
needs,  and  are  influenced  by  public 
deliberations,”  he  said. 

Public  support  for  private  institutions 
through  .student  tuition  grants  rather 
than  direct  funding  of  institutions  was  the 
obvious  preference  of  most  Commission 
members. 

Substitution  of  the  word  “independent” 
for  “private"  is  more  than  a  linguistic 
game,  Dr.  Hardin  agreed.  “Among  other 
things,”  he  said,  “it  gets  us  away  from  a 
type  of  elitism  which  is  often  suggested 
by  the  term  ‘private’.” 

Church-related  college  unique 
One  affirmation  which  was  repeated 
several  times  during  the  meeting  was  the 
uniqueness  of  church-related  colleges 
and  universities,  a  uniqueness  which 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Warner,  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  for  the  State  of  Arizona 
Department  of  Education,  said  is  often 
“hidden  under  a  bushel.” 

“Where  possible,  we  should  accent  the 
unique  church-relatedness,”  she  en¬ 
couraged.  "We  need  not  be  ashamed  to 
say  we  are  Christian  and  that  we  find 
meaning  and  values  there.  We  are  ready 
for  moral  and  spiritual  leadership  in  this 
country.  Many  people  are  saying  to  us, 
‘We  need  leadership.  Show  us  the  way !  ’  ” 
Dr.  Willa  B.  Player,  director  of  the 
Division  of  College  Support  for  the  U.S. 
Office  of  Education  and  former  president 
of  U.M.  related  Bennett  College,  said, 
“We  should  highlight  the  opportunity 
church-related  colleges  have  for  doing 
the  best  job  with  minorities:  Christian 
institutions  with  a  mission  to  serve  the 
disadvantaged.  It’s  one  of  our  unique 
opportunities.” 

United  Methodist  colleges  and 
universities  constitute  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  Protestant  institutions  of 
higher  education  in  the  nation.  What 
those  schools  are  saving  the  nation 
economically  was  another  point  of 
discussion  during  the  Commission 
meeting. 

The  economic  argument 
U.S.  Comptroller  General  Elmer  B. 
Staats  said,  “If  I  had  to  argue  the  case 
for  more  support  to  private  higher  educa¬ 
tion,  I’d  made  the  economic  argument. 
Other  considerations  aren’t  so  easy.” 
Several  persons  agreed  and  offered 
statistics  to  show  that  private  institutions 
have  a  better  record  of  efficiency  than 
their  public  counterparts. 

While  the  minutes  of  the  Commission’s 
meeting  will  show  few  decisions  beyond 
the  conviction  that  the  church  has  a  place 
in  higher  education,  they  will  reflect 
individual  and  collective  determination 
to  help  the  church  and  its  institutions 
face  an  increasingly  difficult  period  of 
history. 


Father  of  American  Methodism 
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By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 
He  coveted  our  entire  continent  with 
such  a  passion  he  appeared  almost 
anxious  to  lose  his  life  in  the  work. 
And,  amazingly,  in  spite  of  bitter 
odds,  he  succeeded  more  than  anyone 
else  in  his  time  in  spreading  the 
message  of  Jesus  Christ  across  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  United 
States. 

Yet  for  two  generations  his  bulging 
Journals  were  allowed  to  stay  out  of 
print,  and  no  one  bothered  to  collect 
his  letters. 

Oh,  they  talked  about  him ;  and  they 
named  schools  and  streets  after  him. 
But  that  was  about  all.  One  man  was 
so  unconcerned  he  cut  a  hole  for  a 
stovepipe  through  a  first  class 
painting  of  him  and  used  it  for  a  heat- 
screen! 

Officially,  Francis  Asbury  —  father 
of  American  Methodism  —  was  as 
neglected  as  the  sand-dunes  of  the 
Sahara.  Then  in  1951  the  National 
Historical  Publications  Commission 
of  the  United  States  Government 
made  a  list  of  the  greats  whose  works 
should  be  gathered,  edited  and 
published.  Included  among  their  66 
recommendations  were  Jefferson, 
Lincoln,  Washington  —  and  Francis 
Asbury. 

Thus  the  Letters  and  Journals  of 
Francis  Asbury  are  now  available 
(printed  by  Abingdon  Press.) 
Unfortunately,  few  read  them;  and 
this  is  a  pity,  for  Francis  Asbury  did 
as  much  to  tame  the  wilderness, 
establish  schools,  build  churches,  and 
spread  knowledge  to  the  most  distant 
hamlet  as  anyone  who  ever  mounted  a 
horse. 

Asbury  lands  in  Philadelphia 
When  Asbury  landed  in 
Philadelphia  on  October  27,  1771,  he 
was  almost  completely  unknown.  But 
he  had  been  sent  from  England  by 
John  Wesley,  and  this  was  all  the 
recommendation  he  needed  to  be 
accepted  by  the  Methodist  Societies. 
Even  so,  he  was  not  asked  to  preach 
that  first  night  Instead,  he  took  his 
seat  with  the  congregation  at  St. 
George’s  Church  and  listened  to 
Joseph  Pilmoor  —  one  of  the  two  men 
Wesley  had  sent  to  America  two  years 
before. 

Those  who  noticed  Francis  Asbury, 
saw  a  slender  young  man  of  twenty- 
six.  H<  was  five-feet,  nine-inches  tall; 
had  light  hair  which  nearly  touched 
his  shou'ders;  and  his  blue  eyes,  set 
evenly  beneath  a  high  forehead,  were 
bright  and  pleasing. 

Philadelphia  with  its  28,000  people 
impressed  Asbury.  He  wrote:  “The 
Lord  hath  helped  me  by  his  power, 
and  my  soul  is  in  a  paradise.  May  God 
Almighty  keep  me  as  the  apple  of  his 
eye,  till  all  the  storms  of  life  are  past ! 
Whatever  I  do,  wherever  I  go,  may  I 
never  sin  against  God,  but  always  do 
those  things  that  please  him.” 

After  nearly  two  weeks  in  this 
Quaker  city,  Asbury  went  to  New 


He  coveted  a  continent 


One  of  the  most 
famous  painting  of 
Francis  Asbury  — 
the  founder  of 
American  Method¬ 
ism  —  contains  the 
patched-over  hole 
by  his  right  hand. 
This  is  where  a 
stove-pipe  was 
placed! 
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York  City  to  work  with  Richard 
Boardman  who  had  been  named 
“Assistant”  by  John  Wesley  and  given 
power  to  “station  the  preachers.” 
Here,  Asbury  found  a  welcome  and  a 
large  congregation  most  anxious  to 
hear  him.  But  within  a  few  weeks,  he 
began  to  be  restless. 

‘I  am  dissatisfied’ 

He  confided  to  his  Journal:  “At 
present  I  am  dissatisfied.  I  judge  we 
are  to  be  shut  up  in  the  cities  this 
winter.  My  brethren  seem  unwilling  to 
leave  the  cities,  but  I  think  I  will  show 
them  the  way  ...” 

Two  days  later,  and  without  per¬ 
mission  from  anyone,  Asbury 
borrowed  a  horse  and,  along  with 
Richard  Sause,  rode  to  Westchester  — 
some  twenty  miles  from  the  city. 
There  he  preached  in  the  courthouse. 
Then,  alone,  he  continued  on  to  West 
Farms,  New  Rochelle,  Rye, 
Mamaroneck,  Philipse  Manor,  and  to 
other  places.  Soon,  a  circuit  of 
preaching  places  had  been  formed. 

Nothing  delighted  Asbury  more 
than  forming  a  circuit,  and  then  riding 
it  after  it  was  formed.  The  size  of  the 
crowd  at  each  stop  did  not  matter  to 
him.  He  often  preached  to  only  two  or 
three  and,  on  a  few  occasions,  to  only 
one. 

Within  a  few  months  after  he  had 
laid  out  this  circuit,  he  caught  a 
severe  cold  after  preaching  at  Rye. 
But  this  didn’t  stop  him.  Ignoring 
qdvice  that  he  should  rest,  he  galloped 
off  to  the  next  stop.  Soon  he  was 
burning  with  fever  and  was  in  such 
pain  he  could  not  stand  straight.  But 
with  an  entire  continent  to  conquer,  he 
kept  going. 

And  thus  he  continued  the  grueling 
pattern  he  had  started  in  England, 
and  that  he  was  to  follow  for  the  next 
forty-five  years. 


Born  in  1745 

Francis  Asbury  was  born  on  August 
20.  1745,  about  four  miles  from  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Englaru.  Following  the 
loss  of  an  infant  daughter,  his  mother 
had  become  intensely  religious;  and 
she  was  convinced,  even  before 
Francis  was  born,  that  her  new  baby 
was  to  become  a  great  religious 
leader. 

Thus,  from  the  very  beginning  of  his 
life,  Francis  was  exposed  to  the 
claims  of  Christ.  Instead  of  normal 
lullabies,  he  was  rocked  to  sleep  with 
the  hymns  of  Isaac  Watts.  By  the  time 
he  was  six,  he  could  read  the  Bible. 

Having  a  cruel  teacher  who 
frequently  beat  him,  Francis  loathed 
school.  In  desperation,  his  irreligious 
father  sent  him  to  the  home  of  a 
wealthy  family  where  he  served  as  a 
page.  Here,  he  became  “exceedingly 
vain,  but  not  openly  wicked.” 

In  the  midst  of  his  thirteenth  year  he 
was  apprenticed  at  the  Old  Forge 
where  he  learned  to  become  a 
blacksmith.  His  immediate  superior 
here  was  Henry  Foxall  —  a  Methodist. 

Through  Foxall’s  influence,  Francis 
was  persuaded  to  attend  Methodist 
meetings.  Soon  he  was  convicted  of 
sin;  and  a  little  later  was  converted 
while  praying  with  a  friend  in  an  old 
bam.  Following  his  conversion,  he 
began  to  “line  the  hymns”  and  exhort. 
At  eighteen  he  had  preached  his  first 
sermon  and  was  soon  on  a  horse  riding 
one  circuit  after  another.  Preaching 
stimulated  his  mind.  Thirsting  for 
knowledge,  he  began  a  lifelong  habit 
of  reading  one  hundred  pages  a  day  ; 
rnd  the  works  of  John  Wesley  were 
always  in  his  saddlebags. 

Mr.  Ludwig  is  a  free  lance  writer  in 
Tucson.  Arlz.,  who  has  published  over 
1,000  articles  and  32  books,  and  is 
presently  working  on  a  book  about 
early  Methodist  circuit  riders. 


By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 
His  name  is  Escrivao  A.  Zunguze,  and 
it  was  plain  to  see  that  he  was  thrilling  to 
the  tips  of  his  long  black  fingers  as  he 
invited  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  last  April  to  send  one  of  their 
number  to  the  June  25  birthday 
celebration.  The  long  anticipated  birth  of 
a  nation  would  take  place  at  Lourenco 
Marquis,  where  Bishop  Zunguze  has 
served  since  his  election  in  1964. 

“Our  hopes  for  independence  are 
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high,”  he  told  TM/  UMR  then.  “We 
expect  far  more  freedom  for  religious 
work  than  we  have  had  in  the  past.  There 
will  be  no  official  church  with  special 
privileges;  we  will  all  be  equal.” 

Bishop  Zunguze,  who  is  11  years  older 
than  any  of  the  other  four  Methodist 
bishops  in  Africa,  did  not  go  into  the 
details  of  the  long,  blood-red  struggle  for 
independence  —  political,  economic  and 
religious  —  in  what  used  to  be  called 
“Portuguese  East  Africa.” 

Bishop  Zunguze  believes  that 
President  Moses  Marcel  will  be  a  good 
leader,  despite  the  fact  that  he  and  the 
others  owe  much  to  the  Communists  for 
military  aid.  The  independence 
movement  is  indigenous.  The  guerillas 
quieted  down  when  they  found  them¬ 
selves  struggling  against  self-governing 
groups,  not  foreign  governments.  New 
plans  for  village  committees,  education 
and  social  service  have  taken  the  place  of 
the  old  forms  of  Portuguese  autocracy, 
the  bishop  reported. 

"Under  the  old  government  religious 
liberty  was  severely  limited,”  Bishop 
Zunguze  said.  “We  were  watched 
wherever  we  went,  and  we  could  not 
work  north  of  the  Save  River."  (A  map 
shows  that  this  left  a  very  small  area  for 
Protestants. ) 

“When  we  applied  for  permission  to 
open  new  schools,  our  requests  were 
denied,”  he  continued.  “The  concordat 
which  the  government  had  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  permitted  them 
to  recruit  students  for  academic 
training;  we  could  not.  We  had  difficulty 
getting  help  for  our  hospital  at  Chicuque 
Only  recently  we  were  given  permission 
to  broadcast  programs  between 
Christmas  and  Easter. 

"Now  the  door  is  wide  open!”  and  the 
quiet-voiced  bishop  became  exultant. 
"Nowall  we  have  to  do  is  walk  through!” 


In  separate  actions,  two  states 
come  to  aid  church  colleges 


ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodist-related  Hamline  University  is 
one  of  19  church-related  colleges  in 
Minnesota  to  benefit  from  increased 
financial  aid  bills  passed  recently  by  the 
Minnesota  Legislature. 

The  amount  of  state  contracts  for 
educational  services  from  the  19  church- 
related  and  four  other  private  colleges  in 
Minnesota  will  more  than  double  during 
the  next  two  years  as  a  result  of  the 
Legislature’s  action. 

The  appropriations  will  increase  the 
contract  aid  from  $2.9  million  for  the  past 
two  years  to  $7.2  million  for  the  biennium 
beginning  July  1,  according  to  Dr.  Edgar 
M.  Carlson,  retiring  executive  director  of 
the  Minnesota  Private  College  Council. 

Dr.  Thomas  Courtice,  assistant  to  the 
president  at  Hamline,  praised  the  work 
of  Dr.  Carlson  and  the  action  of  the 
Minnesota  Legislature.  According  to  Dr. 
Courtice  the  legislative  action  was 
symbolic  of  unusually  strong  relation¬ 
ships  between  public  and  private  higher 
education  in  the  state  and  the 
Legislature’s  commftment  of  a  dual 
system. 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  General 
Secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
praised  the  Minnesota  action  as  “an 
important  vote  of  confidence  in  the  in¬ 
dependent  college  as  a  part  of  the  dual 
system  in  higher  education.” 

The  action,  he  said,  indicates  ^  con¬ 
tinuing  concern  by  the  State  of  Minnesota 
for  the  survival  of  institutions  that 
provide  “critical  balance  in  the 
preparation  of  citizens  for  the  state  and 
nation.” 

The  Legislature  also  increased  appro¬ 


priations  for  scholarship  and  grant-in-aid 
programs.  State  funds  for  these  pro¬ 
grams  will  increase  from  $14  million  for 
the  current  biennium  to  $28.6  million  for 
the  coming  two-year  period.  Public  and 
private  students  will  also  benefit  from  a 
new  work-study  program  authorized  by 
the  1975  Legislature  and  funded  at  $1.75 
million  for  the  new  biennium. 

The  appointment  of  a  new  president  at 
Hamline  is  expected  soon  to  replace  Dr. 
Richard  P.  Bailey  who  recently  resigned. 

Meanwhile,  in  Birmingham  the  Ala¬ 
bama  State  Board  of  Education  went  on 
record  June  20  recommending  accep¬ 
tance  of  United  Methodist-related  Athens 
College  into  the  State  higher  education 
system.  _ 

The  North  Alabama  Conference  voted 
in  1974  to  give  the  financially  troubled 
school  to  the  state  but  the  legislature  has 
not  yet  acted  on  that  offer. 

Governor  George  Wallace  is  the 
chairman  of  the  State  Board  of 
Educatioa  Vice  chairman  is  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Harold  C.  Martin,  Birmingham,  director 
of  Superannuate  Homes  of  the  North 
Alabama  Conference. 

The  Alabama  Commission  on  Higher 
Education  and  Dr.  Paul  Hubbert, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Alabama 
Education  Association  have  expressed 
opposition  to  the  acceptance  of  the  school 
saying  there  are  not  enough  financial 
resources  to  carry  the  higher  educational 
system  now  related  to  the  state. 

Athens  College,  the  oldest  chartered 
institution  of  higher  education  in 
Alabama,  was  founded  in  1822.  Its 
president  is  Dr.  Sidney  E.  Sandridge,  a 
ministerial  member  of  the  North 
Alabama  Conference. 


White  House  ‘plumber’:  Church  best  rehabilitator 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  One  ot  the 
former  White  House  “plumbers”  told  a 
group  of  Presbyterian  men  here  that 
churches  are  ideally  suited  for  the  kind  of 
one-to-one  relationships  required  to 
rehabilitate  criminals. 


Eyes  Sparkle  Again 

Float  awuy  dust,  dirt  and  other  irritants  with 
refreshing  L/tVOPTIK  Eye  Wash.  Offers 
prompt  relief  for  sore,  tired,  burning  eyes. 
Aids  natural  healing.  Ask  for  gentle,  genuine 
LAVOPTIk  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  neighborhood  drug  store 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


Egll  Krogh,  Jr.,  spoke  out  of  his  own 
experience  In  describing  steps  that  may 
be  taken  to  help  Individual  prison  In¬ 
mates  and  also  bring  about  prison 
reform. 

He  addressed  United  Presbyterian 
Men  of  New  York  City  at  a  communion 
breakfast  at  the  Riverdale  Presbyterian 
Church  in  The  Bronx. 

Mr.  Krogh  said  he  has  little  confidence 
in  federal  rehabilitation  programs 
because  of  inadequate  personnel  and  the 
inability  of  existing  approaches  to  break 
down  patterns  of  crime. 


He  stressed  the  need  for  personal 
contacts  which  lets  Inmates  know  that 
someone  "out  there"  cares  about  them. 
The  role  of  caring,  he  said,  can  be  carried 
out  by  Christians. 

Mr.  Krogh  said  he  decided  to  plead 
guilty  in  the  Ellsburg  case  and  take 
whatever  punishment  the  court  Imposed 
after  serious  Bible  reading  and  reflec¬ 
tion.  He  said  he  studied  the  life  of  St. 
Paul,  a  man  who  “made  mistakes  but 
searched  and  found  answers  and  was 
willing  to  pay  any  price  to  get  right  with 
Christ  and  his  conscience.” 


Classified 

Rale:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  M.7S 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  *1.00  pqr  Insertion. 

McNEELY'S  CHRISTIAN  RESORT: 
Attention  Christiana  —  Resort  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  fer  retreats  and  Christian  family 
vacation.  Sleep  from  4  to  60  persona.  $4  each 
per  night.  Including  cottage  with  kitchen,  pots. 

AUTUMN  IN  NEW  ENGLAND:  Come  join  us 
on  a  13-day  escorted  New  England  Fall  Foliage 

Tour  by  deluxe  motor  coach.  Six  consecutive 
day  departures  beginning  Sept.  23  from  Dallas 
and  Arlington.  ONLY  *498  which  Includes 
everything  but  noonday  meals.  Visit  many 
exciting  places.  Write  or  call  for  brochure: 

Also  Includes  use  of  five  rowboats,  30  bicycles, 
swim  pool,  shuffle-board,  ptng-pong.  Christian 
music  throughout  recreational  area.  A 
business  run  by  a  born  again  family. 
McNeely’a  Christian  Resort.  P.  O.  Box  1078. 
Clear  Lake  Highlands.  Cal.  95433.  (707)  994- 
3107. 

580.  Arlington.  Texas  78010. 

DALLAS:  LAKEHILL  PREPARATORY 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 

R altering  and  rebinding  all  alxe  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 

Lakewood  area.  Grades  1  •  13.  College 
Preparatory.  Co-educatlonal.  State  ac¬ 
credited.  Small  classes.  Call  (314  )  838-3931. 

(314  )  747-4540. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  far  child  care. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHINQi  B.  J. 
Haney.  35  yeara  experience.  1334  Fisher. 
Waco.  Texas  78708.  Phone  (817  )  754-8331  (of¬ 
fice),  778-8748  (home). 

couplee  with  no  dependents,  in  addition  to 
•alary,  we  provide  meals,  laimdry  service,, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  aick  leavei  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  program*  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-emokere. 
ndh -drinkers.  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  collage  training.  Thaae  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Pleas* 
contact  the  Personnel  Department*  Methodist 
Home.  IU1  Herring  Av«„  Waco.  Texas  787WC 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  Tha  Methodist 
Mission  Homo  In  San  Antonio  offer*  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  beet 

tlnulng  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  8487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio,  Texaa  78340.  Phone  (813  )  698-3410. 

FOR  SALE:  3  manual.  38  rank  Wlcka  pipe 
organ:  built  i960:  good  condition.  Must  be 
removed  early  fall.  Value  91X000  —  make 
offer.  Contact:  Organist.  First  United 

ORGAN:  Hammond  Concert  Modal  RT-3  now 

In  use  suitable  880  seat  auditorium.  Contact: 

Methodist  Church.  100  S.E.  Second  Av*.,  Fort 
Lauderdale.  FL.  33301,  Phone  (305  )  833-3786. 

Church,  3701  Hillsboro  Rd..  Nashville.  Tenn. 
37315. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  W*  specialise  in 

f  FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 

quality  warmhearted  30-mtnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  cam- 

formation,  contact:  RandaU'a  Upholstery.  408 

8.  College.  Waxahachl*.  Texaa.  Phone  (314). 
937-3680.  j. 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tape#  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour. 

P.  O.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  I380X 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  full  Urn*  Christian 
Education,  youth  worker  and  other  dutiae, 
titled  Program  Director.  Housing  and  utilities 
furnished,  salary  negotiable.  Either  lay  or 

GEMS  FROM  JAMES  by  Donald  Charles 
Lacy.  A  book  tmerglng  from  a  preaching- 

Methodist  Church.  400  E.  Field  Ave..  Venice. 

FL.  (US)  488-1974. 

teaching  dialogue  Involving  pastor  and  people 

In  a  United  Methodist  church.  Especially  good 
for  Bible  study  and  sharing  groups.  84.98 
(hardback)  at  vour  favorite  CokeebuTv  Store. 

Beautiful  boo)  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
poaaaaalon  for  the  owner.  93.80  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's,  P.O.  Box  183fl.  Houston,  texaa 

HOUSEPARENT8  NEEDED  FOR 

77000. 

agency.  Full  time  poet  dons  In  Anchorage  and 
Kodiak  far  mature  married  couplse  with  no 
dependents,  in  addition  to  salary,  poeltloc 
Includes  meals,  living  quarters,  sick  leave,  aos 
month's  vacation  per  year  and  hospitalisation 

YOUTH  -  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  position  open 
—  Sept,  l  —  Salary  open.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  1479.  Clovis,  N.  Mex. 
Submit  resume  and  snapshot. 

Insurance.  Contact:  Alaska  Children's  Ser¬ 
vices.  Dept.  A.  4800  Abbott  Rd..  Anchorage. 

Ala a.  99807. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 

JOHN  WESLEY  SPEAKS  TODAY  1  John 
Wesley's  most  famous  teachings  and  ex¬ 
periences  with  miracles  and  gifts  of  the  Sptrlt 
are  now  available  on  cassette  tapes.  For  a  list 
of  the  Wee  ley  tapes,  write:  Christian  Classics 
on  Tapes.  Box  683.  Dellas.  Texaa  78331. 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (117)  Ml  J-9J03  Keene.  Texa*  740W 

ce- 
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angelism  in  the 
Black  tradition 


f Editor's  note:  This  week  we  carry 
another  In  the  series  of  our  Jurisdictional 
emphasis  on  Evangelism.  Doctor 
Haynes,  of  Baton  Rouge,  a  member  of 
our  own  Louisiana  Conference,  Is  widely 
known  for  his  leadership  and  service  and 
for  hie  scholarly  writings.! 

Byl,.  L,  HAYNES,  JR. 

There  are  some  exciting  und  Inspiring 
existential  religious  moments  In  the 
history  of  the  Wesleyan  Movement  In 
America.  None  have  been  more  thrilling 
and  exciting  than  the  great  evangelistic 
approaches  and  appeals  the  Methodist 
denomination  made  to  Black  people 

Beginning  with  John  Wesley's  first 
visit  to  America,  the  people  called 
Methodists  have  been  peculiarly  at¬ 
tractive  to  the  Black  religious  physical 
and  psychological  needs,  It  Is  highly 
significant  that  the  Methodist  In  their 
early  denominational  approaches  to  the 
Black  religious  community  were  highly 
successful,  Along  with  one  other  major 
denomination  the  Methodists  were  most 
successful  In  evangelistic  work  among 
Black  people,  because  the  Methodist 
denomination  spoke  to  the  aspiration  und 
hopes  that  transcended  the  limited 
situation  In  which  Black  people  had  found 
themselves, 

,  ,  ,  Into  this  area  of  action  came  the 
Methodist  evangels,  bearers  of  the  gospel 
evangelizing  and  sharing  God's  love  with 
the  man  who  was  at  the  bottom  of 
American  civilization. 

The  evangels  came  with  message  und 
song  with  both  verbal  and  nonverbal 
means  of  communications  ,  ,  By  the 
time  of  the  Christmas  Conference  In  1784 
Black  people  were  worshipping  In 
Methodist  societies,  had  their  own  prulse 
houses  and  worshipped  as  members  In 
the  more  organized  Churches  of  St,  John 
In  New  York  and  St,  George  In 
Philadelphia. 

Significant  Black  evangels  of  this  early 
period  were  Harry  Hooslcr,  Richard 
Allen,  Absalom  Jones,  William  White, 
Andrew  Smith,  Frederick  Douglas, 
Harriet  Tubman,  Richard  H.  Van- 
derhorst,  James  Varlck,  Davis  Jennings, 
Sojourner  Smith  and  William  Miles, 
These  evangels  after  hearing  the  gospel 
from  the  White  evangels  picked  the 
words  of  the  gospel  “off  In  mid  air"  and 
seizing  and  utilizing  the  words  as  their 
own,  produced  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
religious  literature  and  music  the  world 
hud  ever  known,  The  task  of  un¬ 
derstanding  evangelism  In  the  Black 
tradition  Is  made  easier  when  we  con¬ 
ceptualize  the  why  of  the  Black  man's 
response  to  the  Methodist  appeal  and  the 
salient  characteristic  features  of  the 
Black  man's  experience  of  religion 
taught  and  practiced  within  the  Black 
Methodist  community, 

Blacks  found  in  the  Methodist  appeal 
an  affinity  with  the  poverty  condition  of 


Rev,  Samuel  Wesley  und  his  wife, 
Susunnu,  and  their  19  children  ,  ,  .  The 
strong  charucter  of  Susanna  Wesley  gave 
support  to  the  matriarchal  stance  of  the 
Black  family  which  often  Is  a  single 
purent  fumlly.  Important  also  Is  the 
strong  emphasis  on  salvation  by  faith, 
the  belief  In  free  will  us  over  against 
predestination  encourages  Black 
preachers  to  emphasize  that  every  man 
Is  somebody  and  cun  be  saved  If  not  here 
In  heuven. 

The  Methodist  Insistence  on  "march¬ 
ing  on  to  perfection"  enables  the  Black 
to  see  the  eternal  dimension  of  faith  and 
grace.  The  emotional  stance  of  the 
Methodist  denomination  appealed  to  the 
Afro-American  who  had  been  used  to 
sounding  the  gospel.  The  wurm  heart  and 
the  trained  mind  or  the  mind  set  on  fire 
provided  the  medium  that  struck  dose  to 
the  African  experience.  Unfortunately, 
dancing  und  Jazz  were  frowned  upon  und 
forbidden,  Yet  Blacks  provided  for  the 
dance  and  Jazz  In  ritualizing  their 
religious  experience. 

The  Methodist  Trinitarian  conception 
of  God  caught  the  Imagination  of  the 
Black  preacher  and  revelation  os  seen  In 
gospel  and  song  attracted  Blacks  to  the 
Methodist  way  of  worshipping  and 
witnessing. 

In  addition  to  the  centrality  of  the 
Christian  fulth  as  witnessed  by  Blacks 
was  the  learning  of  the  English  language 
which  the  gospel  provided.  The  listening 
to  and  reading  of  the  Bible  provided  the 
means  which  Black  Methodists  were 
Introduced  to  the  English  language,  The 
Methodist  Hook  of  Discipline  supported 
also  the  desire  of  Blacks  to  learn  Ihe 
English  language  as  well  as  the 
purllamentary  procedures  governing 
meetings  and  business  practices.  The 
Methodist  societies  and  churches 
became  the  training  ground  und  the 
gymnasium  for  democracy  ,  ,  . 

The  techniques  of  how  to  ameliorate 
problems  for  Blacks  who  remained  In  the 
life  of  the  church  are  made  visible 
through  the  establishment  of  schools  and 
colleges  for  the  upward  social  and 
economic  mobility  of  Black  people.  In 
addition,  the  local  church  school  was  the 
center  of  evangelistic  Christian  en¬ 
terprises. 

Evangelism  In  the  Black  tradition  has 
been  supported  by  what  Blocks  found 
within  the  Methodist  Church,  Great 
preaching,  praying  und  witnessing  to  the 
power  of  God  In  Holy  Spirit  and  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  became  the  fulcrum  out  of 
which  Blacks  were  able  to  climb  the  thin 
scaffold  of  the  Imagination  Into  the  heart 
of  God, 

,  .  .  Bible  stories  came  alive  to  the 
Black  people  when  the  evangels 
preached  about  Moses,  not  the  Moses  of 
the  Ten  Commandments,  but  the  Moses 
of  the  Exodus  who  spoke  to  the  Pharoahs 


Auto  Cycle 

Innovative  Sunday  School 
uses  “open  classrooms” 


An  innovative  approach  to  learning 
traditional  Sunday  school  literature 
is  planned  for  children  from  kindergar¬ 
ten  through  sixth  grade  at  First  UM 
Church  in  Alexandria  this  summer. 

While  the  program  is  based  upon  the 
traditional  Methodist  graded  text,  the 
method  of  learning  will  be  an  “open 
classroom"  approach.  Each  child  will  be 
choosing  the  activities  through  which  he 
learns  the  major  concept  for  that  Sunday 
and  then  will  direct  his  own  learning 
process. 

This  may  include  operating  cassette 
recorders,  filmstrip  projectors,  acting 
out  Bible  stories  or,  evaluation  activities. 
A  summary  time  allows  children  to  share 
with  his  peers  a  song  or  prayer  he  had 
created. 

Weeks  of  rearranging  materials  and 
furniture  have  been  necessary  to  turn  the 
traditional  self-contained  classrooms 
into  centers  which  house  the  activities  of 
art,  audio-visual,  books,  music,  and 
evaluation.  Materials  such  as  pictures, 
books,  stories  on  tapes,  filmstrips  and 
instructions  for  their  use  are  stored  in 
numbered  bags.  The  child  chooses  the 
material  he  will  use  for  activity  and  is 
responsible  for  obtaining  it  from  the  bag 
and  replacing  it  when  he  finishes.  Each 
child  is  free  to  learn  at  his  own  pace  and 


thus  is  able  to  move  to  more  difficult 
learning  experiences  without  waiting  for 
his  peers.  Children  who  need  more  time 
with  a  learning  experience  will  be  able  to 
take  as  long  as  needed. 

The  traditional  teacher  will  be 
replaced  by  a  select  group  of 
“facilitators  of  learning"  who  help  orient 
children  to  the  open-classroom  approach 
to  learning  and  then  assist  when  needed. 

The  new  Sunday  school  obtained  the 
name  “Auto-Cycle"  because  the  learning 
centers  seem  to  run  automatically  after 
they  are  set  up.  It  will  be  common  to  find 
children  of  differing  ages  working  on 
activities  in  one  center.  Since  its  first  use 
in  six  churches  in  Illinois  in  the  summer 
of  1971,  the  program  has  grown  until  it 
was  used  in  about  77  churches  in  31  states 
in  1974.  The  program  will  be  in  use  at 
First  Church  for  10  Sundays  which  began 
on  June  15. 

The  new  Sunday  school  program  has 
captured  the  attention  of  educators  in  the 
Central  Louisiana  area.  Many  will  be 
observing  it.  Christian  Educators  and 
others  interested  in  observing  and/  or 
learning  more  about  this  innovative 
approach  to  nurture  are  invited  to  do  so 
by  contacting  Mrs.  Joyce  Turner, 
Director  of  Education  at  the  church.  The 
Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  is  pastor. 


Auto-Cycle  at  First 
U.M.  Alexandria 


Dr,  L,  L,  Haynes  Jr, 


of  the  world,  "Let  my  people  go!"  Not 
David  the  King,  but  David  the  Shepherd 
Boy  who  killed  the  Goliaths  of  the  world 
und  "shout  for  joy,"  Not  the  Jesus  of 
Empires,  but  the  baby  In  the  cradle  lying 
In  a  manger  on  a  Christmas  morning." 

,  ,  ,  Compelled  by  a  longing  for  people- 
hood  und  entranced  by  a  mysticism 
supporting  u  sacrifice  ullke  only  to  the 
suffering  servant,  Black  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  shaped  the  gospel  In  their  own 
tongue.  The  new  biblical  hermeneutics 
enable  us  to  provide  a  description 
analysis  and  exploration  of  the  Interl- 
orlty  of  the  Black  human  soul, 

,  ,  .  Evangelism  In  the  Black  tradition 
centers  on  Jesus,  Jesus  Is  the  Saviour, 
the  healer,  the  wonder  worker,  the 
trouble  regulator,  the  providers,  friend 
und  father  to  the  fatherless  and  mother  to 
the  motherless,  and  the  resurrected 
Lord.  ,  . 

Evangelism  In  the  Black  tradition 
begins  with  the  God  who  opens  history 
and  ends  with  the  God  who  closes  out 
history,  Folk  religious  patterns,  worship 
and  liturgy  speak  to  the  past,  the  present 
und  future,  Blacks  seek  now  an  Idem 
tificatlonal  assimilation,  a  pluralistic 
ethnic  United  Methodist  Church,  If 
evangelism  in  the  Black  tradition  means 
anything  ut  all,  It  means  not  only  the 
salvation  of  Black  Methodists,  but  the 
salvation  of  man  on  the  planet  Earth, ,  , 

Wesley's  "gathering  of  souls"  Into  the 
church  Is  traditional  In  the  Black 
church  ,  ,  ,  The  urge  to  evungellsm  while 
geared  toward  humans  Is  motivated  not 
by  humunism  but  the  gospel  of  Jesus, 

,  ,  .  Black  religionists  must  continue  to 
explore  the  lnterlorlty  of  the  Black 
soul  ,  ,  ,  There  should  be  Increased  focus 
on  life  situations,  anxiety,  estrangement, 
guilt,  nothingness,  grief,  despair,  tem¬ 
porality  und  historicity,  melancholy  and 
death,  Yes,  the  future  In  evangelism  in 
the  Black  tradition  Is  wide  open! 

Southside  DM,  Monroe, 
observes  homecoming 


on  July  13 


The  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  guest  preacher 
at  Southside  Homecoming. 


The  Southside  UM  Church,  Monroe,  is 
observing  its  23rd  Homecoming  this 
Sunday,  July  13.  Speaker  for  the  two 
morning  services  will  be  the  Rev.  Jim¬ 
mie  Pyles,  pastor  of  First  UM  Church, 
Jennings.  The  evening  service  will 
feature  the  Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr,, 
associate  pastor  of  Rayne  Memorial  UM. 
New  Orleans,  The  Reverend  Floyd 
received  his  license  to  preach  at 
Southside. 

The  Homecoming  celebration  is  a  day¬ 
long  event,  with  lunch  being  served  in  the 
Anna  Gray  Noe  Gymnasium  following 
morning  worship.  The  afternoon  feature 
is  a  musical  program  under  the  direction 
of  Lloyd  Barnett,  with  many  members  of 
the  congregation  taking  part. 

Southside,  which  was  organized  on 
July  13,  1952  with  126  charter  members, 
has  grown  steadily  in  every  aspect, 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner.  The  church  presently  boasts  a 
membership  of  1,750,  with  property 
valuation  set  at  more  than  $600,000.  The 
Reverend  Miss  Joyner  notes  that  each 
year  an  average  of  50  members  are 
received  by  Confession  of  Faith. 

The  Rev.  Mr,  Pyles,  well  known 
throughout  the  Conference,  recently 
moved  to  Jennings  from  Jonesville.  He  is 
active  in  the  field  of  Evangelism. 

Assistant  Pastor  of  the  Southside 
Church  is  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Davis.  The 
ministers  and  congregation  invite  every¬ 
one  who  is  interested  to  participate  in  the 
Homecoming  event. 


Note  from  Area  Provost  office 

Men’s  retreat  is 
‘‘enormous  success” 

The  summer  retreat  of  United 
Methodist  Men  which  attracted  243  men 
to  Plnevllle  on  the  last  weekend  In  June 
was  adjudged  an  enormous  success 
Attendance  was  much  stronger  than  In 
previous  years,  and  the  program  was 
said  to  be  "top  quality." 

Elol  Prlmeaux,  retreat  director  was  In 
the  hospital  for  an  extended  period  prior 
to  and  during  the  retreat,  but  Charles 
Goodgame  stepped  In  to  act  as  general 
chairman  and  gave  splendid  leadership. 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  brought  three 
messages.  The  discussion  groups  and 
other  Items  were  well  attended,  and 
there  were  large  numbers  of  visitors. 
Including  two  women, 


J.C.  Skinner 
is  associate 
director  of  LMCF 


J,  C,  Skinner 


The  Rev,  James  C.  Skinner,  Louisiana 
Conference  member  and  former  pastor 
of  u  number  of  Conference  churches,  has 
taken  up  his  new  duties  us  Associate 
Director  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation,  which  Is  headquar¬ 
tered  In  Baton  Rouge. 

Mr,  Skinner  received  the  unanimous 
approval  of  the  Foundation's  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  his  appointment  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
ut  the  Annual  Conference  In  late  May, 
His  specific  responsibilities  will  be  in  the 
area  of  public  relations.  According  to 
Executive  Director  of  LMCF,  Mark 
Lower,  he  will  work  closely  with  the 
Director  in  the  Legal  and  Legislative 
Division,  giving  particular  attention  to 
Local  Option  campaigns  and  work  In  the 
Legislature, 

A  native  Texan,  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Skinner  Is  a  graduate  of  Baylor 
University  and  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU.  His  experience  Includes 
service  in  the  Pacific  Theater  as  a 
"frogman  during  World  War  II,"  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  since  1954,  and  in  addition  to  his 
pastorates  (the  most  recent  in  Lake 
Charles),  he  has  served  as  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
the  Conference,  has  been  active  in 
Evangelism,  and  has  traveled  ex¬ 
tensively,  including  attendance  at  the 
World  Methodist  Conference  in  Oslo, 
Norway  in  1961.  He  is  currently  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Ministry  of  our 
Conference. 


LaFon  United  Methodist 
Home  day:  July  13,  1975 

The  Lafon  Home,  located  in  New 
Orleans,  is  the  only  facility  of  its 
kind  affiliated  with  our  Louisiana 
Conference,  and  it  needs  our 
financial  support,  as  well  as  our 
prayers  and  special  gifts. 

Give  generously  to  this  Christian 
Home  which  provides  so  faithfully 
for  our  senior  citizens. 


St.  Paul  UM,  Monroe 
celebrates 


anniversary  June  8 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Ollphlnt,  of  Dallas, 
were  on  hand  for  the  twenty-third 
Anniversary  celebration  of  St.  Paul’s  UM 
Church,  Monroe  on  June  8.  Dr.  Ollphlnt 
preached  at  the  two  morning  services  on 
that  day.  At  the  late  worship  service  W. 
H.  Reed,  chairman  of  the  Administrative 
Board,  presented  a  group  of  55  of  the 
original  charter  members  of  the  church. 
The  picture  shows,  from  left:  the  Rev. 
James  L.  Stovall,  pastor  of  St.  Paul's: 
Mrs.  Stovall;  Mrs.  Ollphlnt,  and  Dr.  Ben 
Ollphlnt. 


.••V  tVufc  * 


Bishop’s  Message 

Some  weeks  ugo  Annuul  Conferences  elected  delegates  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  At  this  point  I  should  like  to  shore  some  of  my  own  thoughts  concerning 
the  stance  and  responsibilities  of  a  delegate  to  the  General  Conference  Itself. 

It  has  to  be  remembered  that  the  General  Conference  Is  not  a  convention,  nor 
Is  It  a  convocation,  but  rather  It  Is  a  legislative  assembly  with  critical  powers 
over  the  temporal  und  sometimes  spiritual  affairs  of  ten  million  people.  Grave 
responsibility  devolves  upon  those  who  are  elected,  since  these  people  actually 
will  be  writing  laws  that  govern  a  multi-billion  dollar  corporation  which  Is 
devoted  to  religious  ends.  These  are  the  Items  to  be  shared: 

1,  No  one  bus  any  business  at  that  General  Conference  unless  he  has  some 
broad  acquaintance  with  the  history  und  development  of  the  outlines  of 
Wesleyan  theology  and  Angllcan-Methodlst  ecdeslology,  The  vital  decisions 
being  made  at  General  Conference  must  be  made  In  that  frame  of  reference,  In 
other  words,  a  person  has  to  be  truly  theologically  oriented  to  be  a  responsible 
delegate,  and  decisions  should  be  made  on  the  basis  of  scriptural  norms  and  not 
primarily  on  the  busls  of  sociological  norms,  personal  Interests,  biases,  whims, 
fuzzy  goodwill,  or  what  "seems  to  be  right"  at  the  moment,  The  foundation  for 
declslommuking  In  General  Conference  has  to  be  theological  and  ec- 
clesiologtcal,  not  otherwise, 

2,  Every  delegate  must  remember  what  the  church  Is,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  Is  not  "an  assemblage  of  like-minded  people  filled  with  fine  Intentions, 
banded  together  to  serve  and  do  something  religious,"  Rather,  It  Is  a  covenant 
community,  with  all  that  this  scrlpturally  Implies,  In  pilgrimage  from  time  to 
eternity,  The  church  Is  not  primarily  a  delivery  system  for  certain  services,  nor 
a  public  forum,  It  Is  supposed  to  be  the  very  Body  of  Christ. 

3,  Every  delegate  must  learn  to  become  resistant  to  pressure  groups, 
caucuses,  und  to  the  calculated  and  carefully  designed  efforts  to  have  the 
General  Conference  reflect  positions  that  are  not  truly  representative  of  the 
great  United  Methodist  Church,  Brainwashing  can  go  on  In  the  form  of 
delightful  breakfasts  or  luncheons,  various  materials  mailed  out  =  you  know 
the  approaches,  Be  skeptical  of  the  pusher. 

4,  Each  delegate  must  resist  the  temptation  to  enact  legislation  in  the  hope  of 
solving  all  problems,  There  Is  an  inclination  to  pass  laws  covering  any  and 
every  situation  or  need,  But  some  things  can  be  accomplished  only  by  changes 
of  heart  und  not  by  laws  and  resolutions,  Let  some  goals  be  reached  by  faith  and 
love,  In  other  words,  leave  room  In  the  church  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  do  HIs  part, 
Don' t  try  to  regulate  every  Idea,  develop  every  program,  or  meet  every  need  by 
enacting  more  legislation,  The  Book  of  Discipline  Is  already  too  thick,  (One= 
third  of  It  could  be  cut  out,  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  would  not  be  penalized  one 
Inch.)  It  is  easy  to  go  to  a  General  Conference  and  get  excited  over  debates  on 
public  Issues,  pass  controversial  resolutions  in  the  name  of  the  church,  then 
return  home  to  find  either  hostility  or  apathy  —  hostility  among  those  who  know 
they  huve  not  been  represented  fairly,  and/  or  apathy  among  the  jaded  who  are 
amused  and  doubt  the  competence  of  the  conference  to  speak  so  glibly  and 
slmpllstlcally  on  matters  of  grave  and  complicated  Import,  It  Is  likely  that 
resolutions  und  law  passing  have  reached  the  point  of  almost  "totally 
diminished"  return, 

B.  Regard  your  election  as  a  sacred  trust,  for  the  business  of  the  Lord's  work 
Is  Involved  In  It,  Recognize  that  you  are  responsible  not  only  to  the  people  who 
elected  you  but  also  to  the  people  whose  faith  and  labor  across  the  centuries  has 
brought  the  church  to  Its  present  opportunity.  Do  not  be  an  advocate  of  the 
alleged  positions  of  some  vested  Interest,  age  group,  ethnic  group  -=  minority  or 
majority,  or  sex  category,  but  rather  be  a  responsible  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

General  Conference  offers  an  unparalleled  opportunity  to  affirm  faith,  to 
emphasize  the  central  business  of  the  church,  and  to  reaffirm  its  ecclesiologlcal 
structure  and  enhance  same,  Remember  that  no  bishop  is  allowed  to  vote,  to 
speak  on  the  floor  of  the  conference,  or  to  participate  In  the  development  of 
legislation  through  the  committees.  The  church  Is  In  the  hands  of  the  delegates, 
and  It  Is  a  fearsome  responsibility. 


A  successful  Vacation  Bible  School  has  been  reported  for  the  Iowa  UM  Church, 
June  9  -  13,  with  59  In  attendance,  according  to  the  Rev.  John  Sayes,  pastor.  The 
happy  group  are  pictured  above. 


The  Round  Grove  UM  Church  will  have 
its  annual  Homecoming  Program  on 
Sunday,  July  27  at  2:30  P.M.  Speaker  for 
the  occasion  will  be  the  Rev.  Richard 
Harry,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  UM  Church, 
Shreveport.  Former  pastors  of  this  99- 
year  old  congregation  have  been  invited 
back  to  help  celebrate  the  occasion. 
Living  former  pastors  are  the  Reverends 
A.  L.  Moch,  B.  J.  Haynes,  both  retired; 
and  Kenneth  Fisher,  pastor  of  Wesley 
and  Wilton  UM  Churches,  Alexandria. 
Mrs.  Ella  Fountain  and  Mrs.  Addie  Bass 
have  major  responsibilities  for  planning 
the  program.  The  Rev.  James  Graham  is 
pastor  of  Round  Grove. 


St.  Matthew  UM  Church,  Algiers, 
welcomed  its  new  pastor  and  his  wife,  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Russell  D.  Jones.  The  Rev. 
Alfred  Pollar  had  filled  a  three-month 
vacancy  at  the  church,  during  which  he 
provided  inspired  leadership.  During  his 
brief  interim  ministry,  new  hymnals 
were  purchased  and  funds  were  secured 
to  assist  in  purchasing  new  choir  robes. 
These  new  robes  were  dedicated  on  June 
15.  •**»»• 

The  Rev.  James  A.  Richardson,  Jr.,  a 
student  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
SMU,  has  begun  a  period  of  internship  at 
First  UM  Church,  Franklin,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Rev.  C.  R.  McCam- 
mon,  pastor.  An  ordained  deacon,  Mr. 
Richardson’s  time  in  Franklin  will  be 
directed  toward  practical  application  of 
his  seminary  training  in  the  local  church. 
While  assisting  the  Reverend  McCam- 
mon  in  many  phases  of  ministry,  Mr. 
Richardson  will  give  special  emphasis  in 
youth  departments  of  the  church.  His 
period  of  training  at  Franklin  is  a  part  of 
the  requirement  for  a  Master  of  Theology 
degree.  Mrs.  Linn  Caraway  Richardson 
is  also  working  in  partnership,  with  main 
duties  as  director  children,  youth  and 
adult  ch''-’ — — — C\ 
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Blackwater  UM  Church,  Baker,  held  a 
surprise  "welcome  back"  reception  for 
the  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely  and  his 
family  on  June  1,  following  evening 
worship.  Shown  in  the  picture  are,  front 
row,  from  left:  Ben  and  Chris;  back  row, 
from  left,  Charlotte,  Carolyn,  Bill  and 
Betty. 


Members  of  the  Official  Board  of 
Memorial  UM  Church,  Monroe, 
presented  a  gift  of  appreciation  to  the 
Rev.  James  Christie  and  Mrs.  Christie, 
prior  to  their  move  to  Crowley,  where 
Mr.  Christie  is  now  pastor  of  First  UM. 
Others  in  the  picture  are  Mrs.  Irma 
Watson,  Mrs.  Loyce  Gaar,  and  Woodrow 
Hathorn.  Memorial  also  held  a  special 
"Welcome"  for  the  Rev.  John  Winn, 
newly  appointed  to  the  church,  and  Mrs. 
Carole  Cotton  Winn,  who  is  serving  the 
Brownville  UM  Church,  of  West  Monroe. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Process  advocates 
should  re-examine 
their  stewardship 


JULY  11,  1975 
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Judy  Weidman 


The  idolatry 
of  ‘openness,’ 
‘process’ 
and  ‘study’ 

Every  age  has  its  man-made  idols.  The 
First  Commandment  notwithstanding, 
persons  within  the  church  have  a  habit  of 
joining  or  following  society  in  idol- 
worship. 

The  things  which  we  idolize  are  seldom 
evil  in  themselves.  Most  of  our  idols  are 
created  by  attaching  ultimate  im¬ 
portance  to  some  good  —  but  limited  — 
goal  or  cause. 

In  previous  periods,  our  idols  have 
been  huge  budgets,  huge  buildings,  and 
huge  numbers  of  new  members. 

In  some  congregations  and  church 
agencies,  these  idols  remain  with  us 
today.  But  the  current  hit  parade  of  idols 
within  the  church  is  headed  by  “open¬ 
ness,”  “process,"  and  “study." 

“Openness"  is  an  attitude  in  which  a 
person  doesn’t  predetermine  his  position 
on  an  issue  before  hearing  all  the 
evidence.  An  “open  leader"  is  one  who 
allows  members  of  a  group  to  speak  their 
minds,  even  if  they  disagree  with  him.  An 
“open  group"  is  one  that  is  willing  to 
consider  the  merits  of  a  new  idea. 
“Openness,"  as  a  stance,  allows  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  speak  to  us  and  move  among  us 
creatively. 

Too  many  groups,  however,  have 
moved  beyond  “openness”  to  the 
“idolatry  of  openness."  A  leader  who 
idolizes  openness  is  one  who  is  receptive 
to  anything,  who  stands  for  nothing,  and 
is  incapable  of  taking  decisive  action 
based  on  his  convictions.  A  group  which 

Bible  reading  in 


idolizes  openness  is  willing  to  accept  any 
stance  on  an  issue,  so  long  as  it  is  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  same  issue  might  be 
decided  differently  at  a  later  time. 
Openness  is  an  idol  when  our  basic 
guideposts  are  replaced  by  an 
“everything  is  relative"  attitude.  A 
leader  or  a  group  which  idolizes  openness 
is  an  impediment  to  the  clear  mandate 
God  gives  us  to  stand  for  some  things  and 
against  others. 

By  “process,"  we  mean  the  agreed 
upon  procedures  by  which  an  issue  is 
considered.  “Due  process"  provides  for 
an  open  hearing  of  all  points  of  view  and 
evidence  before  a  decision  is  made.  Due 
process  is  the  surest  safeguard  against 
tyranny  in  any  organization.  Effective 
process  is  essential  if  a  voluntary 
association  such  as  the  church  is  to  be 
able  to  make  meaningful  decisions. 

Too  many  groups,  however,  have 
moved  beyond  a  healthy  respect  for  due 
process  to  the  “idolatry  of  process.”  A 
leader  who  idolizes  process  is  one  more 
concerned  that  a  meeting  flows  smoothly 
than  that  it  leads  to  meaningful 
decisions.  A  group  which  idolizes  its 
processes  is  one  which  is  unconcerned 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


about  reaching  decisions  —  so  long  as  its 
members  are  involved  in  the  process.  In 
the  idolatry  of  process,  one  forgets  what 
the  process  is  for,  and  makes  it  an  end  in 
itself  (see  related  article  elsewhere  on 
this  page).  When  process  is  idolized,  the 
work  of  God’s  Kingdom  is  held  in  limbo 
indefinitely,  waiting  for  a  decision  that 
will  never  be  made. 

By  “study,"  we  mean  the  in  depth 
consideration  of  an  issue— usually  by  a 
committee  —  so  as  to  gather  facts  and 
bring  recommendations  to  a  larger  body 
for  decision.  When  an  issue  is  complex  — 
and  most  issues  today  are  —  “study” 
prior  to  decision  is  necessary  if  we  are  to 
be  responsible.  A  leader  or  group  com¬ 
mitted  to  an  open,  inclusive  process  of 
decision-making,  could  hardly  be  against 
the  “study"  of  any  issue. 

Too  many  groups,  however,  have 
moved  beyond  “study"  as  an  aid  to 
decision-making  to  the  “idolatry  of 
study."  Study  is  idolized  —  or  prostituted 
—  when  it  is  used  as  an  excuse  to  avoid 
facing  real  issues  and  making  hard 
decisions.  “Study"  as  a  parliamentary 
ploy  or  as  a  means  of  temporarily 
dodging  a  controversial  issue  which 


needs  to  be  aired  is  contrary  to  the 
Christian  gospel. 

At  many  levels  of  our  church  — 
national,  regional,  conference,  and  local 
—  “openness,"  “process,"  and  “study" 
have  ceased  to  be  useful  tools  for  Christ’s, 
followers,  and  have  become  instead  idols 
which  obstruct  the  work  of  God’s 
Kingdom  on  earth.  Find  a  continuous, 
open-ended  process  where  issues  are 
studied  and  debated  —  but  never 
resolved  —  and  you’ll  find  an  idol  which 
undermines  the  effectiveness  of  the 
church’s  witness. 

If  we  are  to  be  faithful  to  our  task  as 
Christians,  our  openness  to  other  people 
and  viewpoints  should  be  an  outgrowth  of 
our  commitment  to  Christ  and  His 
gospel,  and  not  an  end  in  itself;  our  af¬ 
firmation  of  due  process  should  be  based 
on  our  commitment  to  justice  and  equity 
for  all  in  decision-making,  and  not  a 
commitment  to  process  as  an  end  in  it¬ 
self;  our  willingness  to  study  any  issue 
should  be  a  reflection  of  our  commitment 
to  thoroughness  and  fairness  in  decision¬ 
making,  and  not  a  reflection  of  our 
inability  to  make  decisions  based  on  firm 
convictions. 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 

I  go  to  a  whole  lot  of  church  meetings, 
and  I’ve  been  doing  a  slow  burn  all 
quadrennium. 

I  think  the  church  has  been  sold  a  bill  of 
goods  called  “process."  At  every  level 
we’ve  engaged  in  one  long  raindance, 
setting  goals  and  complimenting  our¬ 
selves  on  how  open  our  process  is. 
Whether  or  not  anything  was  happening 
seemed  to  be  beside  the  point. 

Criticizing  this  phenomenon  falls  into 
the  same  category  as  dumping  on 
motherhood  and  the  flag.  It’s  just  the 
way  things  are  done  in  some  agencies, 
study  commissions  and  local  church 
settings.  But  June  25-26,  during  a 
meeting  of  United  Methodist  com¬ 
municators,  all  the  absurdities  seemed  to 
surface  fully  blown. 

Our  assignment  was  to  assist  a  task 
force  in  determining  the  future  of 
periodical  publications  in  our 
denomination.  We  all  went  knowing  the 
gory  details  of  the  demise  of  “Today” 
and  the  insert  for  ministers.  We  also  went 
knowing  some  things  that  are  working, 
this  publication,  among  others. 

What  needed  to  happen  was  an  honest 
assessment  of  those  realities,  the  airing 
of  some  professional  jealousies  and 
similar  uncomfortable  chores. 

Instead  we  were  subjected  to  a  process 
which  called  for  huge  blocks  of  time  in 
which  the  group  was  to  develop  a 
philosophy  of  communications.  Kicking 
and  screaming,  some  of  the  participants 
eventually  succeeded  in  getting  the 


meeting  off  dead-center. 

My  point  in  rehearsing  this  is  not  to 
torpedo  future  meetings  nor  cast 
aspersions  on  my  colleagues  who  are 
conscientiously  pursuing  this  study.  But 
since  I  feel  more  of  a  right  to  speak  here 
than  in  other  settings  I  want  to  call 
process  advocates  to  a  re-examination  of 
their  stewardship  in  our  ranks. 

It  is  hard  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that, 
whatever  its  merits,  “process"  plays 
down  controversy  and  keeps  us  from 
making  decisions  and  getting  on  with  it. 

We’re  in  the  business  of  life  or  death 
issues,  and  it’s  galling  to  sit  through 
those  meetings  and  have  your  energy 
drained  off  with  elaborate  maneuvering 
by  a  person  who,  more  often  than  not, 
doesn’t  even  know  the  field. 

I  say  let’s  reclaim  our  courage  and 
baptize  our  differences.  I,  for  one,  am 
tired  of  that  weary  feeling  that  my 
church  is  a  giant  that  has  been  bound  and 
gagged. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  Judy 
Weidman,  is  Assistant  General  Secretary 
of  Interpretation  for  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  with 
offices  in  Nashville. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  " Here  I  Stand,"  TM- 
UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas.  Texas 
75221 . 


space:  not  issue 

Have  you  received  a  letter  or  read  an 
article  recently  which  implores  you  to 
write  NASA,  defending  the  right  of 
American  astronauts  to  read  from  the 
Bible  while  in  outer  space? 

You  probably  have  because  there  is  a 
rampant  rumor  going  around  that  well- 
known  atheist  Madalyn  O’Hair  is 
pressuring  NASA  to  censure  any 
astronaut  who  reads  from  the  Bible  while 
in  space.  And  further,  the  rumor  goes,  “if 
she  succeeds  in  this  demand,  it  could  stop 
the  mentioning  of  God  and  prayer  on 
television.”  Once  properly  frightened, 
the  reader  is  supposed  to  write  NASA 
commending  the  astronauts  for  their 
faith  in  God  and  belief  in  the  Bible. 

In  response  to  dozens  of  requests  by 
readers  across  the  country  that  we  join  in 
this  campaign,  we  must  refuse.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  officials  at  NASA,  there  simply  is 
no  issue.  Ms.  O’Hair,  having  lost  a  suit 
and  several  appeals,  dropped  the  issue  in 
1971  and  is  currently  exerting  no 
pressure  on  NASA.  Even  if  she  were 
exerting  pressure,  it  would  have  no  ef¬ 
fect.  Our  astronauts  are  free,  as  in¬ 
dividuals,  to  read  or  not  read  the  Bible 
publicly  while  in  space. 

The  well-intentioned  pleas  for  letters  to 
NASA  is  not  only  useless  but  counter¬ 
productive.  It  stirs  people  up  un¬ 
necessarily.  It  gives  unnecessary 
publicity  to  Ms.  O’Hair,  crediting  her 
with  more  clout  than  she  has.  It  wastes 
the  time  of  persons  at  NASA  who  have  to 
wade  through  the  unneeded  letters.  And 
it  diverts  the  attention  and  energy  of 
many  Christians  from  real  Issues  to  this 
pseudo-issue. 

We  urge  our  readers  to:  (1)  ignore 
requests  to  write  NASA  about  this  issue, 
no  matter  how  earnestly  they  are  made; 
and  (2)  check  the  facts  before  spreading 
a  rumor  like  this  one.  As  often  as  not, 
spreading  an  unverified  rumor  makes 
one  an  accomplice  in  spreading  a 
fabrication. 
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‘Unity  and  propriety’  not  the  final  tests  of  Christian  truth 


To  the  Editor: 

I  regret  to  note  that  Dr.  David 
Seamands  and  his  supporters  felt  con¬ 
strained  to  form  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council.  It  could  conceivably 
tear  asunder  what  the  apostles  and  the 
early  church  saw  as  one  Christian  task, 
namely,  “reaching  the  unreached’ ’  and 
applying  the  religious  concern  of 
Christians  to  the  broader  needs  of 
society. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  I  must  take 
exception  to  the  harsh  editorial  criticism 
of  TM/  UMR  (June  27)  which,  in  the 
name  of  unity  and  propriety,  branded  the 
EMC  as  a  “dangerous  precedent."  No 
possible  good  can  come  from  such  a 
hardening  of  perspectives.  Interestingly 
enough,  these  were  precisely  the  charges 
brought  against  both  Martin  Luther  and 
John  Wesley.  Could  the  spiritual  sons  and 
daughters  of  these  men  ever  concede  that 
unity  and  propriety  are  the  final  criteria 
of  our  Christian  self-understanding?  One 
strongly  surmises  that  the  really 
dangerous  and  disruptive  element  in¬ 
volved  here  is  bureaucratic  insensitivity 
to  and  intolerance  of  divergent 
theological  perspectives. 

Provided  the  EMC  can  see  its  way 
clear  to  follow  what  appears  to  be  a  very 
moderate  course,  its  existence  may  be  a 
healthy  alternative  to  having  con¬ 
servative  elements  within  United 
Methodism  continue  to  beat  their  heads 
against  an  official  brick  wall.  As  such  it 
promises  the  members  of  our  churches 
the  right  to  decide  how  they  wish  to 
define  the  Christian  mission  and  what 
aspects  of  that  mission  they  will  support. 

One  hopes,  of  course,  that  in  time 
moderate  voices  will  prevail  on  both 
sides  and  that  as  a  result,  the  present 
difficulty  may  be  temporary.  After  all, 
no  one  within  our  fellowship  speaks 
exclusively  for  God. 

F.  Ernest  Stoeffler 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

An  insightful  analysis 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  analysis  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council’s  action 
creating  a  “supplemental  mission 
agency”  was  quite  insightful 
(TM/  UMR,  June  27). 

I  agree  wholeheartedly  that  the  issue 
now  has  nothing  to  do  with  theological 
differences,  but  focuses  on  the 
ramifications  of  such  a  move  for  the  life 
of  the  whole  church.  If  groups  began  to 
spring  up  over  every  issue  about  which 
United  Methodists  disagree,  all  attempts 
at  maintaining  a  pluralistic  church  which 
allows  freedom  to  all  its  members  would 
surely  fail. 

I  hope  that  the  EMC  will  reconsider  its 
recent  action  and  go  back  to  their 
discussions  with  Global  Ministries.  The 
very  life  of  our  denomination  is  at  stake. 

Eston  Williams  Jr. 

Dallas,  Texas 

EMC  action  produces  joy 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  article  entitled 
“EMC”  ‘agency’  is  dangerous 
precedent"  (TM/  UMR,  June  27),  I 
would  like  to  express  my  joy  in  seeing  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  (EMC) 
step  out  with  Jesus.  This  positive  step 
toward  the  evangelization  of  the  non- 
christian  world  is  what  Christianity  is  all 
about.  I  can  understand  the  charge  that 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM)  has  emphasized  the 
social  gospel  to  the  neglect  of  personal 
salvation.  This  is  the  spirit  of  anti-Christ. 

It’s  about  time  the  United  Methodist 
Church  recognized  ftei  fact  that  Lhe 
church  that  Christ  was  not 


United  Methodism,  but  in  reality  the 
Body  of  Christ. 

My  hat  is  off  to  the  EMC  for  standing 
up  for  the  Word  of  God  —  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  their  head,  and  not  the  United 
Methodist  BGM.  I  pray  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  stop  worshipping 
the  organization  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  instead  will  get  down  on  its 
knees  and  praise  the  Lord  for  a  group 
that  is  willing  to  stand  up  for  the  mission 
God  has  appointed  them  to  do. 

I  suggest  the  BGM  stand  behind  the 
EMC  and  use  what  they  hfive  done  to  the 
full  benefit  of  the  UMC  and  the  Body  of 
Christ.  Perhaps  the  BGM  needed  a  cold 
slap  in  the  face  to  make  them  realize  who 
they  are  really  working  for  —  Jesus 
Christ.  I  hope  and  pray  the  BGM  gives 
the  credit  to  our  heavenly  Father  when 
the  EMC  starts  bearing  fruit. 

Richard  Paul 

West  Palm  Beach,  Florida 

Why  are  you  always 
against  the  evangelicals? 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  times  I  have  had  the  urge  to 
write  only  to  realize  that  an  article,  letter 
to  the  editor,  or  editorial  wasn’t  really 
worthy  of  discussion. 

However,  I  find  it  worthy  of  taking  a 
stand  in  favor  of  the  evangelicals.  Often 
it  seems  they  are  badly  misinterpreted  — 
but,  I  suspect  it  is  the  time  in  which  we 
live. 

As  an  official  representative  of  the 
church,  this  paper  is  often  a  disap¬ 
pointment.  I  find  at  times  that  there  is 
something  to  be  complimentary  about. 
At  least  you  give  reference  to  many 
points  of  view.  Yet  I  wonder  why  you 
must  continually  ridicule  and  dig  at 
people  who  take  an  evangelical  point  of 
view. 

It  would  seem  that  any  time  you  print  a 
news  item  about  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council,  you  also  M  an 
editorial  trying  to  destroy  them!' Even 
before  they  have  a  chance  to  state 
anything,  it  would  seem  that  you  have 
made  up  your  mind  to  disagree  with  a 
point  of  view  such  as  the  EMC  has. 

I  must  object  to  your  statement  that  it 
is  “not  one  of  evangelism  vs  social  ac¬ 
tion,  but  one  of  constructive  vs 
destructive  methods”  (TM/  UMR 
editorials,  June  27).  What  other  real 
reason  can  there  be?  You  have  hinted  at 
the  destructive,  yet  who  can  destroy  the 
church  as  long  as  Christ  is  the  head? 
Surely  not  the  ones  who  love  our  Lord  and 
have  had  an  experience  with  Him. 

How  can  the  EMC  continue  to  work  in 
the  system  that  you  hint  is  working9 
Please  read  Bud  Herron’s  article  and  a 
previous  item  from  one  of  your  past 
issues  as  quoting  Dr.  Lois  Miller  that  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  would  have  no 
purpose  in  continuing  formal  discussion 
with  EMC.  They  seemingly  have  closed 
the  issue  and  their  minds  to  any  other 
point  of  view  than  their  own. 

Beryl  Cragg 
Brashear,  Missouri 

Stick  to  mission  work 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  article  “EMC  form¬ 
ing  their  own  mission  agency  for 
evangelical  missionaries"  and  your  very 
fine  editorial  in  the  June  27  issue. 

A  recent  article  in  my  local  paper  had  a 
statement  that  might  be  of  interest  to 
your  readers.  “A  committee  controlling 
Church  World  Service  policy  held  special 
meetings,  and  in  effect,  told  the  agency 
to  stick  to  its  people-helping  work  and 
stay  out  of  movements  to  change 
governing  systems.” 


If  the  World  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  UMC  would 
“stick  to  its  mission  work  and  stay  out  of 
movements  to  change  governing 
systems”  there  would  be  no  need  for  the 
EMC  group. 

I  believe  there  are  more  persons 
concerned  about  this  than  the  so-called 
evangelicals.  If  these  persons  would 
write  to  their  representatives  on  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  maybe  the 
policy  could  be  changed. 

Mrs.  Ed  C.  Smith 
Alta  Loma,  Texas 

How  can  we  adopt  a 
Vietnam  refugee  family? 

To  the  Editor: 

My  husband  and  I  have  just  read  the 
article,  “Refugees  bring  challenge, 
hope"  (TM/  UMR,  June  20)  and  are  very 
interested  in  adopting  a  family. 

We  agree  that  these  people  should  be 
given  a  second  start  and  be  made  self- 
sufficient  as  soon  as  possible.  But, 
combined  with  this,  is  the  fact  that  as 
farmers  we  need  such  a  family  that  could 
help  us  too. 

We  would  provide  housing  (meeting 
any  specifications  you  might  have),  a 
good  salary  and  a  training  program. 

Please  let  us  hear  from  you  as  soon  as 
possible  as  we  are  very  excited  by  this 
opportunity. 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Schrifer 
Abbeville.  Louisiana 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Information 
regarding  refugee  families  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  New  York 
10027. 

Kent  State  aid  not 
‘ crucial ’  but  ‘ tragic 9 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  “UMC  aid  in  Kent  State 
trial  called  ‘crucial’  ”  (TM/  UMR,  June 
20)  should  have  used  the  word  “tragic" 
instead  of  “crucial."  All  our  political 
organization  —  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  —  is  doing  is  keeping  the  pot  of 
hate  boiling.  Are  they  really  concerned 
about  the  civil  rights  of  the  students 
while  asking  for  $20,000,000  for  the 
parents? 

If  they  are  interested  in  criminal 
charges,  fine,  but  let’s  work  closer  to 
home.  Theft,  rape  and  murder  abound  in 
each  of  our  neighborhoods.  If  they  are  in 
the  law  enforcement  business,  why  not 
give  all  of  us  the  benefit  of  their  services? 

Some  of  our  so-called  leaders  wonder 
what  is  happening  to  the  organized 
churches!  I  pray  that  soon  we  will 
dissolve  all  our  organizations  above  the 
level  of  the  local  church  and  start  over. 

R.  W.  Taylor 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 

Prescription  for  smugness: 
read  Matthew  5:41 

To  the  Editor: 

Bud  Herron  is  a  good  reporter  —  but  he 
should  be  careful  or  he  will  break  his  arm 
patting  himself  on  the  back  for  giving  the 
street-beggar  a  quarter  (see  his  article 
“On  the  TM/  UMR  Beat,”  June  27). 

He  asked,  “What  should  Christians  do 
about  street-beggars?"  Did  he  ever  try 
taking  them  to  a  cafe  and  buying  them  a 
real  meal  and  just  talking?  He  might  be 
surprised. 

He  described  the  man  as  "scrawney" 
—  eyes  —  a  humble  plea.  That  should 
have  told  him  something.  He  did  not  feed 
the  man  physically  or  spiritually.  A 
quarter  buys  only  one  cup  of  coffee. 

Mr.  Herron  felt  he  “received  more 
than  he  gave. "Have  him  read  Matt.  5:41, 


and  he  might  be  able  to  turn  hand- 
springs.  Hazel  Phillips 

Texarkana,  Texas 
Another  way  to  respond 
To  tne  Editor: 

Bud  Herron’s  article  “Street  Beggars: 
What  can  Christians  do'.'"  touches  a 
responsive  chord  with  me  because  I  seem 
to  have  an  “easy  touch"  look  and  have 
been  frequently  confronted  with  the 
situation  he  outlines. 

For  about  four  or  five  years  now,  I 
have  found  a  good  way  to  salve  my 
Christian  conscience  and,  upon  a  couple 
of  occasions,  have  felt  good  about  the 
handling  of  this  confrontation. 

I  have  found  that  if  a  beggar 
approaches  me  with  the  “hunger”  bit  or 
the  “cup  of  coffee"  story,  I  ask  him 
where  the  nearest  restaurant  or  lunch 


counter  is  and  offer  to  go  with  him  and 
take  care  of  the  situation.  In  most  cases 
there  is  an  interesting  backing-out 
reaction,  and  usually  he  just  walks  away. 
On  one  occasion  the  beggar  said,  “Oh 
hell!"  and  turned  on  his  heel  and  walked 
away.  On  the  occasions  where  they  did 
take  me  up  on  my  offer,  I  found  the 
fellowship  rewarding  for  me,  and  per¬ 
haps  it  was  rewarding  for  the  beggar. 

Of  course,  this  means  you  can’t  be  too 
concerned  about  what  others  will  think 
when  you  appear  in  the  restaurant  with 
your  charge,  and  you  have  to  be  willing  to 
spend  time  as  well  as  money.  But  you  do 
know  that  you  have  not  caused  further 
trouble  for  a  fellow  being  by  buying  him 
wine  when  he  is  already  plagued  with  the 
drink  habit. 

Frank  Werner 

Denver,  Colorado 


PLEASE  DETACH 
AND  RETURN 


to  the  project  checked: 

NATIONAL  DIV. 

Ofo  halp  caro  (or 
noglocled  and  emollonolly 
troubled  children  at  tho 
Spollord  Home,  Kansas 
City,  Mo 

S62-80  I  6 


Please  send  your 
gift  through  your 
local  church, 
annual  conference,  or  to: 

United  Methodist 
Child  Support 
Program  Rm.  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr., 
New  York,  N.  Y.  10027 


Please  send  me  further  Information  about  _ 


The  United  Methodic l  Child  Support  Program  it  a  part  ol  the  world  wide  ministry  ot  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  with  at 
child  cara  Institutions  approved  as  Advance  Specials 


Children  who  hurt 
deserve  a 
pocketbook 


response 


Children  around  the  world  —  for  a  variety  of 
reasons  —  are  hurting.  While  the  needy  child 
ren  of  Cambodia  and  Vietnam  have  touched 
our  hearts,  they  are  Just  the  most 
recent  victims  of  man's  Inability  to 
live  at  peace.  United  Methodists  are 
now  helping  these  children  —  and  a 
lot  more.  Each  month  we  help  heal 
the  hurts  of  more  than  one  million 
boys  and  girls.  We  need  your 
Advance  Special  gifts  for  our 
Child  Support  Program. 

The  coupon  below 
will  channel  your  gifts, 
helping  boya  and  girls 
In  this  and  other  nations 
of  our  troubled  world. 
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Author  says  UMC  needs 
higher  membership  cost 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  -  If  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  to  quit  losing  membership,  it 
must  begin  to  require  more  from  its 
members,  a  nationally-known  church 
growth  analysist  said  here  July  3. 

The  Rev.  Dean  M.  Kelly,  a  staffperson 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
author  of  a  book  “Why  Conservative 
Churches  Are  Growing,”  told  a  gathering 
of  United  Methodists  attending  a  seminar 
on  evangelism  that  church  membership 
in  their  denomination  means  very  little. 
Criticizing  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  other  mainline  denominations,  he 
said  that  “you  will  not  get  members  by 
requiring  nothing  of  them.  You  have  to  be 
serious  about  the  Bread  of  Life  and 
demand  that  your  members  do  the 
same.” 

Mr.  Kelly  said  evangelism  is  one  of  the 
greatest  contributions  that  Christians 
can  make  to  the  secular  world,  yet  “most 
Christians  are  ashamed  to  even  mention 
the  name  of  Christ  in  public  for  fear  of 
offending  someone.” 

He  said  United  Methodists  should  start 
turning  themselves  around  by  asking  two 
basic  questions:  (1.)  What  does  religion 
do  for  society  as  a  whole?  (2.)  Who  needs 
religion  most? 

He  said  the  answer  to  the  first  question 
is  that  religion  explains  the  meaning  of 
life  and  serves  as  an  answer  for  all  that  is 
beyond  technological  understanding.  On 
the  second  question  he  said  the  op¬ 
pressed,  the  poor  and  the  needy  find  a 
greater  need  for  religion  through  their 
experiences  with  pain.  Mr.  Kelley  said 
those  who  need  religion  most  are  not 
coming  to  the  United  Methodist  and  other 
mainstream  churches  because  they  are 
offered  a  seat  on  a  church  committee 
rather  than  a  chance  for  spiritual 
healing. 

He  said  that  the  churches  experiencing 
the  most  rapid  growth  today  (Jehovah’s 
Witnesses,  Church  of  the  Nazarene  and 
the  Mormon  Church)  are  those  churches 
which  are  ministering  to  the  individual 
spiritual  needs  of  their  members.  He  said 
such  ministering  is  done  primarily 
through  the  demands  the  church  places 
on  members. 

“United  Methodists,  like  other 
ecumenical  churches,  are  stuck  in  the 
symbolic  stage  of  religion,”  Mr.  Kelly 
said.  “Your  chief  demand  on  your 
members  is  for  money.  That’s  the 
cheapest  way  we  Americans  can  be 
committed,  through  our  billfolds.  At  the 
same  time,  the  churches  which  are 
growing  are  those  demanding  in¬ 
volvement  of  feelings  and  active  in¬ 
dividual  commitment  of  the  highest 
order. 

“When  we  want  to  evangelize  we  hire  a 
preacher  to  do  it  for  us.  When  the  sick 
need  our  help  we  hire  a  pastor  to  do  it  for 


us.  So  little  is  required  on  a  personal 
basis  from  each  member  that  he  has  no 
real  life  stake  in  religion.” 

He  said  there  is  a  danger  in  looking  at 
the  success  of  the  “fundamentalist, 
authoritarian  churches”  and  deciding 
they  are  successful  because  of  those 
characteristics.  He  said  a  “socially 
active,  ecumenical  church”  can  grow 
just  as  rapidly  if  its  members  are 
required  to  be  committed. 

“What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  these 
days?”  Mr.  Kelly  asked.  “Is  there 
anything  you  can  do  to  get  tossed  out? 
What  are  you  demanding  from  your 
members  —  and  what  difference  does  it 
make  to  them?” 

Mr.  Kelly  said  “we  need  to  be  serious” 
about  religion  and  “demand  that  all 
members  be  just  as  serious.” 

“Once  we  make  church  membership 
mean  something  again,”  he  said,  “our 
churches  will  start  to  grow  again.  Until 
religion  costs  each  member  what  it 
should,  he  will  never  have  a  stake  in  it.” 

Mr.  Kelly  was  one  of  several  speakers 
during  a  week  long  evangelism  seminar 
held  at  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University. 


Unloved  children 
find  love 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Food,  hugs 
and  tender  loving  care  are  poured 
out  to  abandoned,  abused  or 
neglected  children  by  the  staff  of  the 
Methodist  Home-Hospital  here.  The 
receiving  home  facility  which 
provides  temporary  emergency 
care  Is  supported  by  Louisiana 
Conference  churches,  gifts,  the  state 
and  UMC’s  World  Service  Fund. 

PHOTOS:  ROBERT  STRAWN 


Theologians  stress  need  for  unity 

Visible  signs  are  Communion,  conciliarity,  says  WCC  group 


BOSTON  —  A  revised  statement  of 
purpose  which  would  add  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  as  a  sign  of  the  visible  unity  of 
the  church  may  be  adopted  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  at  its  Fifth 
Assembly  in  November  at  Nairobi, 
Kenya.  This  was  one  conclusion  drawn 
by  a  conference  of  20  Protestant,  Catholic 
and  Orthodox  theologians  concerned  with 
the  issue  of  Christian  unity  which  met  in 
Rome,  June  15-21. 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  United  Methodist 
theologian  here  and  co-chairperson  of  the 
meeting  of  theologians  said  that 
Protestants  are  increasingly  inclined  to 
accept  the  position  which  Catholics, 
Anglicans  and  Orthodox  have  always 
held  —  “that  true  unity  must  focus  on  the 
community  at  worship  in  the  Lord’s 
Supper.” 

WCC  member  churches  already  hold  a 
common  confession  of  Christ  and  a  “high 
degree  of  ecclesiastical  unity,”  Dr. 
Nelson  said.  As  Protestants  recover  their 
“appreciation  of  sacramental  realism,” 
the  WCC  may  adopt  a  revised  statement 
of  purpose  which  makes  “visible  unity  in 
faith,  worship  and  eucharist  (the  Lord’s 
Supper)  the  goal,”  he  said. 

Representing  ten  churches  in  13 


‘Vital  Concerns’  listed  for 
next  UMC  quadrennium 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  What  are  the 
vital  concerns  local  churches  should  be 
engaged  in  during  the  next  few  years? 

According  to  a  proposal  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  General  Conference, 
“Seven  Vital  Concerns”  for  United 
Methodists  during  the  1977-80 
quadrennium  are: 

•  Deeper  personal  commitment  to 
Christ; 

•  Strengthening  the  local  church; 

•  Full  participation  by  lay  persons; 

•  Concern  for  persons,  values  and 
ethics  in  public  and  private  life; 

•  Living  as  good  stewards  in  an  age  of 
scarcity;  and 

•  The  future  of  church-related  in¬ 
stitutions. 

The  document  identifying  the  seven 
concerns,  entitled  “The  Kingdom  in  our 
Midst,”  is  presently  being  processed 
through  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  and  when  completed 

Giving  to  campus 
ministry  increases 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  United 
Methodists  gave  nearly  $5  million  to 
campus  ministries  in  1974,  15  per  cent 
more  than  the  amount  contributed  five 
years  ago. 

The  exact  figure  given  in  the  50  states 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
$4,937,938,  according  to  Dr.  Eugene  A. 
Ransom,  head  of  the  denomination’s 
campus  ministry  agency. 

Last  year,  the  church  supported  426 
full-time  campus  ministry  units,  of  which 
247  were  ecumenical  or  united  programs 
and  179  were  Wesley  Foundations. 

In  addition,  church  funds  went  to  part- 
time  ministries  at  94  schools. 


Classified 


Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  tn  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  »1.00  per  Insertion. 


CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney,  30  years  experience.  1234  Fisher, 
Waco,  Texas  76705.  Phone  (617)  754-6331  (of¬ 
fice),  776-5745  (home). 


Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  63.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's,  P.O.  Box  25351,  Houston,  Texas 
77006. 


GEMS  FROM  JAMES  by  Donald  Charles 
Lacy.  A  book  emerging  from  a  preaching¬ 
teaching  dialogue  Involving  pastor  and  people 
In  a  United  Methodist  church.  Especially  good 
for  Bible  study  and  sharing  groups.  $4.95 
(hardback)  at  vour  favorite  Cokeeburv  Store. 


countries,  the  theologians  were  called 
together  by  the  Joint  Working  Group  of 
the  Vatican  and  the  WCC.  The  purpose 
was  to  provide  Catholics,  who  are  not 
WCC  members  but  will  be  observers  at 
Nairobi,  an  opportunity  to  supply  input 
into  papers  which  will  be  discussed  at  the 
WCC  Fifth  Assembly. 

The  conference  agreed  that  unity  is  an 
essential  mark  of  the  Christian  Church 
and  that  the  quest  for  visible  unity  in 
society  cannot  be  abandoned. 

“This  does  not  mean  a  so-called 
monolithic  ecclesiastical  structure  or  a 
centrally  administered  universal 
church,”  said  Dr.  Nelson.  Rather,  the 
conferring  theologians  expressed  their 
confidence  in  an  emerging  idea  known  as 
"conciliarity.” 

“This  means  the  linking  together  of 


the  church  today 


and  adopted  will  be  presented  to  General 
Conference,  April  1976.  An  adjunct  of 
GCOM,  the  Interagency  Staff  Task  Force 
and  GCOM’s  Section  on  Planning  and 
Research  are  preparing  the  document. 

The  Rev.  Virgil  Wesley  Sexton,  GCOM 
assistant  general  secretary  for  planning, 
said  a  wide-ranging  process  of  data 
gathering  led  to  selection  of  the  concerns. 
He  estimated  that  perhaps  as  many  as 
300,000  United  Methodists  have  helped 
provide  information. 

Included  in  the  process  of  data 
gathering,  Dr.  Sexton  said,  have  been  150 
hearings  throughout  the  country,  data 
from  more  than  50  annual  conferences, 
returned  tear  sheets  in  six  national  and 
two  state  publications  (including 
TM/  UMR),  consultation  with  church 
agencies  and  listening  to  “voices  from 
the  world.” 

Nuclear  stand 
draws  criticism 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  Alarm 
at  President  Ford’s  statements  con¬ 
cerning  the  use  of  nuclear  weapons  was 
voiced  here  (June  30)  by  two  United 
Methodist  Church  officials. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong  of  Aberdeen, 
S.D.,  and  Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward  of 
Washington,  president  and  general 
secretary  respectively,  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  reacted  to  the  President’s  June 
25  assertion  of  an  American  foreign 
policy  of  “maximum  flexibility”  in  the 
use  of  strategic  and  tactical  nuclear 
weapons.  The  statement  occurred  during 
a  press  conference  in  response  to 
questions  about  how  Mr.  Ford  intended  to 
back  up  his  pledged  support  of  South 
Korea. 

The  church  officials’  message  to  the 
President  reads: 

“We  are  alarmed  by  your  statements 
regarding  the  possible  first  use  of 
nuclear  weapons  by  the  United  States.  As 
Christians  and  citizens,  we  firmly  believe 
that  to  run  so  grave  a  risk  as  to  use 
nuclear  weapons  in  any  way  would  be 
contrary  to  the  best  interest  of  the 
American  people  and  of  the  human  race. 

“Your  further  reference  to  the  possible 
use  of  tactical  nuclear  weapons  in  Korea 
was  no  doubt  intended  as  a  warning  to 
North  Korea.  In  this  connection,  we 
wonder  if  the  U.S.  government  has 
learned  the  pertinent  lessons  from  the 
Vietnamese  experience  when  it  backs  so 
unqualifiedly  a  repressive  military 
dictatorship  which  violates  human  rights 
and  permits  the  economic  exploitation  of 
so  many  of  its  own  people.” 


‘Resurgence  ’76’  sponsors 
sermon  contest 

NASHVILLE  — .  $300  for  a  sermon? 

That’s  the  first  prize  to  be  awarded  the 
winning  entry  in  a  contest  sponsored  by 
“Resurgence  ’76,”  a  ministry  of  The 
Upper  Room,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Maxie  Dunnam,  director  of  prayer  life 
and  fellowship.  Nine  others  will  receive 
$100  apiece. 

“The  subject  relates  to  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  theme  of  ‘Resurgence  ’76’  —  this 
nation  under  God,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 
“The  sermons  should  deal  with  such 
concepts  as  freedom,  justice,  hope,  in¬ 
terdependence  of  the  human  family  and 
the  like.  They  should  offer  a  saving 
alternative  to  the  civil  religion  so 
prevalent  in  our  land,”  he  said. 

The  deadline  for  submission  is  October 
1,  1975.  The  10  winning  sermons  will  be 
published  in  book  form  January  1976.  The 
contest  is  open  to  lay  and  clergy.  Send  the 
sermon  to  Resurgence  ’76,  1908  Grand 
Ave.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 

Bishop  keeps  tradition  unbroken 

BALTIMORE  —  To  keep  a  tradition 
from  being  broken,  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews  gave  a  personal  check  to  the 
Baltimore  Conference  to  be  credited  to 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Each  year  since  1944  the  profits  from 
operation  of  the  Publishing  House  have 
been  distributed  to  annual  conferences 
for  use  in  support  of  ministerial  pensions. 
Last  year,  for  the  first  time,  the 
Publishing  House  failed  to  realize  a 
profit,  and  thus,  was  unable  to  distribute 
the  dividend. 

According  to  TM/  UMR’s  Baltimore 
Conference  edition,  “Circuit  Rider,” 
Bishop  Mathews  presented  his  check  in 
order  that  “the  record  of  an  annual 
dividend  continues  unbroken  in  the 
Baltimore  Conference.” 

Special  day  to  recall 
nation’s  spiritual  origins 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  On  Sunday, 
July  20,  Americans  of  every  persuasion 
will  be  asked  to  recall  the  country’s 
spiritual  origins.  On  the  200th  an¬ 
niversary  of  “Dependence  on  God  Day,” 
in  churches  across  the  land,  special 
services  are  being  scheduled  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  little-known  occasion. 

The  driving  force  behind  the 
“Dependence  Day”  Bicentennial  is  an 
American  Lutheran  Church  pastor,  a 
former  Marine  Corps  chaplain  and 
author.  The  Rev.  Norman  G.  Anderson, 
62,  senior  pastor  of  St.  Stephen’s 
Lutheran  Church  here,  heard  about  the 
observance  while  studying  for  his 
theology  doctorate  at  Syracuse 
University. 

On  June  12,  1975,  the  Continental 
Congress  issued  a  “Declaration  of 
Dependence  on  God,”  to  be  observed 
every  year  as  “a  day  of  public 
humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer.” 

U.  M.  benevolence  giving  is  up 
over  last  year 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Financial 
support  of  16  United  Methodist 
benevolence  and  program  funds  on  the 


Charge  cards  go  to  church 

Computerized  giving? 


local  churches  who  are  fully  united  in  the 
essentials  of  faith  and  in  the  ministerial 
and  sacramental  order,”  Dr.  Nelson 
said.  They  would  come  together  at 
various  geographical  levels  and  in 
“differing  sociological  spheres.”  The 
forms  of  government,  styles  of  common 
life  and  modes  of  mission  can  be 
“diversified  within  this  ecumenical 
conciliarity,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Nelson  emphasized  that  the  con¬ 
ference  did  not  use  the  term  “con¬ 
ciliarity”  in  its  traditional  meaning  as 
opposition  to  the  papacy  or  the  relations 
of  councils  of  churches. 

Dr.  John  Deschner,  United  Methodist 
theologian  of  Dallas,  Tx.,  and  also  a 
participant  in  the  conference,  will  deliver 
a  major  address  on  “conciliarity”  at  the 
Fifth  Assembly. 


national  and  world  level  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1975  is  up  11.15  per  cent  lrom 
the jsame  period  a  year  ago. 

According  to  a  report  released  here 
July  7  by  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general 
treasurer  of  the  church,  a  total 
$24,239,711  was  received  by  his  office 
through  June  30.  A  year  ago  the  figure 
was  $21,808,603. 

Leading  the  increases  is  a  216.17  per 
cent  gain  in  gifts  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR), 
reflecting  the  concern  for  world  hunger 
in  the  denomination.  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,  which  also  goes  to  UMCOR,  was 
up  45.39  per  cent. 

Black  churches  focus  of 
S.  E.  Jurisdictional  meeting 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMC)  — 
Strengthening  of  the  black  local  church, 
in  the  region  where  it  is  most 
widespread,  will  be  the  focus  of  a  major 
Southeastern  United  Methodist  gathering 
here  July  13-15. 

Some  500  ministers  and  lay  leaders 
from  nine  states,  including  all  bishops 
and  district  superintendents,  are  ex¬ 
pected  for  the  convocation,  sponsored  by 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  College  of 
Bishops.  Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger  Jr.  of 
Nashville  is  convocation  chairman. 

Aim  of  the  session  is  “to  sensitize  the 
jurisdiction  to  the  importance  of  the  role 
of  the  black  church  and  to  enable  white 
leadership  to  see  what  needs  to  be  done  to 
strengthen  the  black  church,”  according 
to  Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis  of  Columbia, 
S.  C.,  program  chairman.  He  stressed 
that  goals  would  include  trying  to  “solve 
our  problems  together,”  to  recruit  new 
black  leadership  and  to  lift  morale. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Is  the  traditional 
church  collection  plate  about  to  become  a 
“collector’s  item?” 

That’s  a  possibility  in  light  of  a  new 
program  being  promoted  by  stewardship 
officials  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  nine  other  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions. 

Known  as  Authorized  Contribution 
Transfer  Services  (ACTS),  the  program 
enables  church  members  to  pay  their 
pledges  via  automatic,  computerized 
bank  account  transfers  and  bank  credit 
cards  rather  than  by  cash  or  check.  Now 
in  the  “pilot  project”  stage,  supporters  of 
the  program  say  it  could  turn  out  to  be  a 
real  boon  to  local  church  fund  raising 
efforts.  Critics  claim  the  program 
benefits  banks  more  than  churches  and 
that  it  would  destroy  personal  in¬ 
volvement  in  giving,  eventually  hurting 
the  cause  of  the  church  more  than  it 
would  help. 

The  program  utilizes  a  private  com¬ 
pany  called  the  Investment  Data  Cor¬ 
poration  of  America,  a  firm  which  sets  up 
computer  “programs”  to  authorize 
transfers  of  money  in  banks  across  the 
country.  If  a  local  church  takes  part  in 
the  program,  the  church  would  agree  to 
pay  that  corporation  for  handling 
authorized  transfers  of  money  on  a 
regular  basis  from  the  personal  bank 
accounts  of  its  participating  members  to 
the  account  of  the  church. 

Any  amount,  any  day 
The  transfer  could  be  “programmed” 
to  take  place  in  any  amount,  on  whatever 
day  of  the  month  or  year  the  contributor 
desired.  If  the  giver  wished  to  use  his  or 
her  bank  credit  card  (Master  Charge  or 
Bank  Americard),  arrangements  could 
be  made  to  make  that  transfer 
automatically  also,  or  it  could  be  done  on 
a  time  to  time  basis  by  actually  using  the 
card  and  filling  out  the  charge  slip  at 
church. 

Although  the  idea  of  automatic  bank 
transfers  and  credit  cards  is  not  new  for 
some  churches  (a  number  have  carried 
on  similar  local  programs  for  several 
years),  it  is  revolutionary  on  a  church¬ 
wide  basis. 

Dr.  Clifford  P.  Lott,  who  is  assistant 
general  secretary  for  stewardship 
education  in  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship,  has  worked  with  the 
ACTS  program  for  two  years,  both  as  a 
United  Methodist  and  as  chairperson  of 
the  Committee  on  Stewardship  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  He  says 
the  program  is  not  only  good  for  the 
church,  but  that  it  places  the  church 
“ahead  of  the  game”  under  which  most 
financial  transactions  will  be  made  in 
future  years. 

“For  one  thing,  banks  are  getting  over¬ 
come  by  paperwork,”  Dr.  Lott  said. 
“We  can  see  a  time  ahead  when  the  sheer 
volume  of  paper  check  processing  will 
make  transfers  the  only  feasible  way  to 
operate.” 

Program  Scripturally  sound 
He  also  said  that  the  ACTS  program 
(known  as  “First  Fruits”  in  some 
denominations)  i6  sound  Scripturally.  He 
stressed  that  such  a  program  places 
giving  “where  it  should  be”  on  a  give-to- 
God-first  basis. 

The  offering  in  the  traditional  wor¬ 
ship  service,  he  said,  may  need  to 
undergo  some  adjustments.  “Even¬ 
tually,  if  ACTS  catches  on,  churches  may 
have  to  go  to  some  sort  of  symbolic  token 


to  use  during  the  offering  portion  of  the 
order  of  worship,”  he  said.  “It  will 
require  the  church  to  make  the  same  sort 
of  adjustment  it  had  to  make  to  currency 
from  actual  goods  when  we  changed 
from  a  trading  society  to  one  based  on 
paper  money  and  coins.” 

Dr.  Lott  said  the  program  will  aid  not 
only  local  churches,  but  can  be  used  by 
church-related  hospitals,  homes, 
educational  institutions  and  other 
agencies  as  a  means  of  planned  giving. 

With  “pilot  projects”  now  operating  in 
churches  in  Dallas,  Los  Angeles,  Kansas 
City,  Atlanta  and  Philadelphia,  he  said 
the  program  is  being  introduced  at  this 
point  only  as  an  “alternate”  method  of 
giving  and  is  not  meant  to  immediately 
replace  the  traditional  offering.  He  said 
the  program  will  be  evaluated  con¬ 
tinuously  during  the  “pilot  project”  in  an 
effort  to  make  it  work  as  well  as  possible. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  ACTS  is  not 
fully  formalized  as  a  program,  churches 
wishing  to  take  part  may  do  so  at  this 
time,  he  said. 

Good  response  so  far 

“So  far  the  response  to  the  project  has 
been  good,”  Dr.  Lott  said.  “The  only  real 
negative  reaction  we  have  received  has 
been  on  the  cost.”  Churches  taking  part 
must  pay  the  corporation  which  handles 
the  procedures  65  cents  for  each  trans¬ 
action.  Credit  card  usage  costs  the 
church  65  cents  per  transaction  plus  a 
flat  three  per  cent  charge  on  the  value  of 
the  transaction. 

“If  a  person  is  not  contributing  at  least 
$10  a  week,  the  program  is  too  expensive. 
That’s  obvious.”  Dr.  Lott  said. 

He  said  that  one  possible  criticism 
concerning  the  negative  feelings  some 
persons  have  about  the  use  of  charge 
cards  has  not  proved  to  be  wide  spread. 
That  criticism,  tied  to  the  so-called 
“Protestant  work  ethic”  and  the  idea 
that  it  is  “wrojig”  to  get  something 
before  it  is  paid  for,  has  been  very  in¬ 
frequent.  He  said  he  thinks  the 
automative  bank  account  transfer  will 
prove  to  be  much  more  popular  than  the 
credit  cards  in  any  case. 


Guardsman  admits  lying 
in  Kent  State  shooting  case 


CLEVELAND  (RNS)  -  A  former  Ohio 
National  Guard  officer  testified  here  that 
he  lied  five  years  ago  about  finding  a  gun 
on  the  body  of  one  of  four  students  killed 
at  Kent  State  University. 

J.  Ronald  Snyder  also  told  the  judge 
and  jury  in  federal  district  court  that  he 
lied  about  taking  a  pair  of  brass  knuckles 
from  another  student. 

He  said  he  concocted  the  stories  and 
got  “locked”  into  them  because  the  gun 
and  knuckles  were  used  by  his  superiors 
to  bolster  contentions  that  the  Guard 
fired  on  demonstrating  students  in  self- 
defense. 


Former  Wisconsin  editor 


TM/UMR  adds  new  writer 


DALLAS— Sharon 
R.  Mielke,  editor  of 
“Dimensions,”  the 
Wisconsin  United 
Methodist  monthly 
paper  for  the  past 
six  years  and  coor¬ 
dinator  of  commun- 
cations  for  the  Wis¬ 
consin  Conference 
Sharon  Mielke  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  has  been  employed  as  a  staff  writer 
for  TM/UMR,  announced  the  editor  and 
general  manger,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III. 

Her  new  responsibilities  include  news 
and  feature  reporting,  layout  and  copy 
editing. 

Mrs.  Mielke,  35,  is  married  to  the  Rev. 
LeRoy  W.  Mielke,  a  member  of  the 
Wisconsin  Conference  on  sabbatical 
leave  during  the  coming  year.  They 
moved  from  Wisconsin  to  Dallas  last 
week  and  Mrs.  Mielke  assumed  her  new 
responsibilities  earlier  this  week. 

From  1965-68  Mrs.  Mielke  served  as 
editor  of  the  “Badger  Tidings,”  news¬ 
paper  of  the  former  Wisconsin  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church.  It  was  succeeded  by  “Dimen¬ 


sions”  following  the  Methodist-EUB 
merger  in  1968. 

Mrs.  Mielke  graduated  from  Wisconsin 
State  University  with  highest  honors  and 
holds  an  M.  A.  degree  in  journalism  from 
the  University  of  Wisconsin.  She  is  listed 
in  “Who’s  Who  of  American  Women.’' 

“We  welcome  Mrs.  Mielke  to  our 
editorial  staff,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said.  “She 
is  a  proven  professional  journalist  and 
a  committed  churchperson.  These  qual¬ 
ities  will  enable  her  to  make  a  significant 
contribution  to  our  coverage  of  news 
throughout  the  church.” 


Mr.  Snyder  is  among  the  former 
Guardsmen  and  Ohio  officials  being  sued 
for  $46  million  by  parents  of  the  four  slain 
students  and  nine  students  wounded  in 
the  May,  1970  incident. 

The  suit  was  filed  with  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  As  of  mid- 
June,  a  board-administered  fund  to  pay 
legal  expenses  of  plaintiffs  had  received 
some  $150,000  in  voluntary  contributions. 

On  hand  for  the  duration  of  the  trial, 
which  began  in  May  and  expected  to 
last  through  August,  was  the  Rev.  John 
P.  Adams,  director  of  law  and  justice  in 
the  board’s  General  Welfare  Division. 

“We  are  making  the  case  that  armed 
law  enforcement  agencies  cannot  con¬ 
duct  trigger-happy  excursions  in 
American  society,"  Mr.  Adams  told  an 
interviewer. 

Mr.  Snyder  told  the  court  that  two 
months  after  the  Kent  State  shootings  he 
made  up  the  story  that  he  found  a  gun  on 
the  body  of  Jeffrey  Miller  of  Plainview, 
Long  Island,  N.Y.  He  said  that  he  found 
the  gun  he  brought  forward  on  the 
campus  and  that  it  was  rusted  and  had  no 
trigger  assembly. 


Late  Model  Used 
School  Buses 

36-66  Passenger 
CARR'S  Import  Motors 
Phone  (813)  752-7301 
Plant  City,  Fla.  33566 


EYE  PROBLEMS? 

Gentle  LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  floats 
out  dust  and  irritants.  Relieves  burning  and 
itching.  Soothes  away  redness.  Solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  sore,  tired,  dull  eyes.  Ask  for  genuine 
LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  druggist.  For  gentle,  soothing 
relief.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  back. 


JurquotAe  arte 

$14.95  Postpaid 

Thl*  attractive  cross  Is  handmade  by  Nava|o 
Indian  silversmiths  of  Western  New  Mexico 
and  set  with  a  genuine  turquoise  stone.  The 
actual  size  Is  approximately  21-4x13-4  inches, 
though,  as  with  all  handmade  Items,  some 
variation  will  occur.  They  are  available  by 
mail  from  El  Gringo  Galleries,  Taos,  N.M. 
87571.  Send  check  or  money  order. 
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Church  vs.  secular  society 

Crunch  is  ahead  for  Christians ,  prof  claims 


ST,  LOUIS  (RNS)  -  A  Michigan  State 
University  profeasor  has  predicted  that 
there  will  be  an  Increasing  confrontation 
between  the  church  and  secular  society 
in  the  coming  decades,  out  of  which  the 
church  will  "gain  strength,  respect, 
stature  and  Influence." 

Dr.  Ted  Ward,  professor  of  curriculum 
research  at  the  Institute  for  International 
Studies  at  Michigan  State's  East  Lansing 
campus,  makes  his  observations  In  a 
plenary  paper  to  be  presented  at  the 
Continental  Congress  on  the  Family,  to 
be  held  here  Oct.  13-17. 

"As  I  see  It,”  he  writes,  “there  are 
going  to  be  more  and  more  points  of 
crunch  ahead  for  Christians,  especially 

On  adult  lifestyles 


Delayed  study  okayed 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  An  elective 
"lifestyles"  study  unit  for  United 
Methodist  adults,  withheld  from  pub¬ 
lication  In  May  by  the  Editor  of 
Church  School  Publications,  has  received 
spproval  by  the  denomination's 
Program-Curriculum  Committee,  and 
will  be  available  January  19  with  a 
slightly  revised  format  and  a  new  title, 

"A  Christian  Perspective  on  a  Variety 
of  Lifestyles"  will  be  the  title  of  the  49- 
page  booklet  and  accompanying  cassette 
tape.  Originally,  the  unit  was  to  have 
been  available  In  September  with  the 
title,  “Life  Choice,  a  Christian  Per- 


By  CHARLES  M.  CHAKOUR 
United  Methodism  Is  a  continuation  of 
the  path  of  splendor  that  brought  the 
Good  News  of  the  Oospel  to  the  shores  of 
the  New  World,  Descriptive  accounts  are 
recorded  In  the  Journal  of  Francis 
Asbury  commencing  In  1771  at  the  age  of 
26,  We  can  find  Insight  Into  the  faith  and 
trust  that  brought  our  Church  to  these 
shores  from  Asbury's  first  Journal  en¬ 
try: 

"On  the  7th  of  August  1771,  the  con¬ 
ference  began  In  Bristol,  In  England, 
Before  this,  I  had  felt  for  half  a  year 
strong  Intimations  In  my  mind  that  1 
should  visit  America ,  which  I  laid  before 
the  Lord,  being  unwilling  to  do  my  own 
will,  or  to  run  before  1  was  sent .  .  , 

"At  the  conference  It  was  proposed 
that  some  preachers  should  go  over  to  the 
American  continent.  I  spoke  my  mind, 
and  made  an  offer  of  myself.  It  was 
accepted  by  Mr.  Wesley  and  others,  who 


our  children  and  less  mature  brothers 
and  sisters. 

"In  a  rather  short  time  we  can  expect 
to  see  Christians  put  In  decision  dilem¬ 
mas  in  which  their  Scriptural  beliefs  run 
strongly  counter  to  the  general  will  of  the 
people." 

Such  Issues  as  abortion,  eugenic  and 
genetic  control,  euthanasia,  and  political 
assassination  will  be  involved  In  the 
church  conflict  with  society,  Dr.  Ward 
feels.  He  Is  confident  that  he  Is  describing 
"a  highly  probable  confrontation  be¬ 
tween  the  secular  society,  and  the 
church,"  and  adds,  "If  this  be  paranoia,  I 
am  willing  to  take  down  my  academic 
shingle." 


spectlve  on  Alternate  Lifestyles." 

At  their  May  meeting,  members  of  the 
Program  Curriculum  Committee  ap¬ 
proved  by  a  13  to  10  vote  margin  a  similar 
unit  description  proposal  for  youth. 
Following  the  narrow  vote,  Editor  Ewart 
G,  Watts  said  he  was  personally  un¬ 
willing  to  take  the  responsibility  for  the 
adult  study  unit  already  being  edited, 
The  Committee  approved  his  motion 
asking  that  the  adult  unit  be  mailed  to  all 
members  and  that  It  receive  at  least  a 
two-thirds  approval  before  release. 

Dr,  Watts  said  that  the  two-thirds 
approval  was  given  and  the  unit  will  be 
tested  In  several  local  churches  this  fall. 


Bicentennial 


notes 


judged  1  had  a  call.  From  Bristol  1  went 
home  to  acquaint  my  parents  with  my 
great  undertaking,  which  1  opened  In  as 
gentle  a  manner  as  possible.  Though  It 
was  grievous  to  flesh  and  blood,  they 
consented  to  let  me  go.  My  mother  Is  one 
of  the  tenderest  parents  In  the  world ;  but, 
1  believe,  she  was  blessed  In  the  present 
Instance  with  divine  assistance  to  part 
with  me  ,  .  , 

"I  returned  to  Bristol  In  the  latter  end 
of  August  ...  to  sail  In  a  few  days  for 
Philadelphia  ...  I  had  not  one  penny  of 
money:  but  the  Lord  soon  opened  the 
hearts  of  friends,  who  supplied  me  with 
clothes  and  ten  pounds:  thus  1  found  my 
experience,  that  the  Lord  will  provide  for 
those  who  trust  In  him." 

Mr.  Chokour  Is  treasurer  o/  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Illinois  Conference  and  wrote  this 
historical  brie/ /or  the  TM-UMR  edition 
of  their  Co n/erenee  paper. 


On  the  positive  side,  the  scholar  an¬ 
ticipates  that  In  this  confrontation,  "the 
church  will  gain  strength,  respect, 
stature  and  Influence.  When  the  Issues 
become  more  sharply  defined,  the 
posture  of  righteousness  and  justice 
becomes  more  significant." 

Dr.  Ward  envisions  "great  numbers  of 
secure  Christians  helping  others  (and 
each  other)  explore  their  dlsequlllbratton 
calmly,  quietly,  with  no  Impressions  of 
fear  and  no  oppressions  of  guilt." 

As  the  need  for  discipline  increases  In 
the  church  and  society  confrontation,  he 
predicts,  "many,  and  I  believe  moat, 
Christians  will  stand  up  and  be  counted 
against  exploitation,  against  brutality, 
against  meddling  manlpulatlvely  In  the 
destiny  of  other  nations  and  against 
seeking  further  control  of  the  earth's 
resources  to  serve  our  own  selfish  pur¬ 
poses." 

Relating  these  thoughts  to  the  specific 
concerns  of  the  family  congress,  Dr. 
Ward  writes,  "The  family  within  the 
community  of  Christians  may  become 
more  distinct  from  the  'evolved'  family 
or  Its  substitutes  In  the  secular  com¬ 
munity.  As  this  trend  continues,  It  will  be 
Increasingly  Important  to  teach  the 
developing  child  the  reasons  for  the 
distinctive  functions  of  home  and  family 
Intended  by  God," 

But  he  declares  In  his  paper  that  the 
family  Is  needed  to  communicate 
Biblical  truth,  and  challenges  the  church 
to  "stalwartly  maintain  Blbllcal-style 
families  as  a  key  distinctive." 

‘Interpreter’ 

adds  news 
section 

DAYTON, Ohio  (UMC)  -  A  temporary 
joining  of  two  journalistic  streams  In  the 
United  Methodist  Church  —  general 
periodicals  and  program  publications  — 
Is  represented  In  the  July-August  edition 
of  "The  Interpreter”  magazine. 

In  that  Issue  of  the  church's  national 
program  journal  Is  the  news/news- 
feature/comment  Insert  that  Is  successor 
to  the  general  circulation  magazine, 
"United  Methodist  Today,"  which  was 
suspended  with  the  June  Issue  by  the 
Board  of  Publication. 

The  18-page  Insert,  called  "News  and 
Comment,"  Is  prepared  by  the  general 
periodicals  staff  who  formerly  edited 
"Today."  Roger  Burgess  Is  director  and 
Paige  Carlin  editor. 

In  an  editorial,  Dr.  Burgess  says  the 
Insert  "represents  a  unique  effort  on  the 
part  of  two  general  agencies  to  provide  a 
continuing  flow  of  Information  across  our 
church,”  He  says  the  basic  purposes  of 
"News  and  Comment”  are  to  provide 
general  news  about  persons  and  events  In 
the  church  and  specific  news  about  Issues 
to  come  before  the  1979  General  Con¬ 
ference. 


These  thrilling  stories  about 
outstanding  Christians  can  strengthen 
your  faith  and  change  your  llfel 


Anita  and  Bob 
share  lessons 
In  living! 

An  Intimate  account  of  Anita  Bryant  and 
Bob  Green's  growing  commitment  to  a 
life  of  faith  .  .  how  they  led  their 
children  to  Christ .  .  how  they 
faced  a  senes  of  personal  trials 
LIGHT  MY  CANDLE  is  a  mov¬ 
ing  testimony  to  Anita's  reli¬ 
ance  on  God's  promise  of 
victory  over  "anything  life 
may  throw  at  us.”  $5  95 


cod  made 
the  difference 
for  Dlno! 

"I  am  what  I  am  by  the  grace  of 
God.”  says  Kathryn  Kuhlman's 
talented  accompanist.  His  radi¬ 
ant  commitment  reaches  out 
and  captivates  great  audiences 
just  as  surely  as  it  warms  his 
close  friends  and  family.  THE 
DINO  STORY,  like  Dlno  Kart- 
sonakis'  musical  ministry  will 
touch  your  heart  and  change 
your  life.  $4  95 
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Hansl  sees 
whats  right 
with  Amerlcai 

After  her  early  years  in  the  Hit¬ 
ler  Youth  and  a  Russian  slave 
labor  camp,  Hansl  found  our 
American  freedom  a  precious 
privilege  and  our  affluence  a 
never-ending  surprise  Read¬ 
ing  HANSI'S  NEW  LIFE  you  will 
share  her  laughter,  tears  and 
excitement  as  she  discovers 
the  American  dream  Foreword 
by  Corrie  ten  Boom  $4  95 


The  American 
dream  Is  alive 
and  went 

The  dynamic  President  of  the  multi-mil¬ 
lion  dollar  AMWAY  Corporation  be¬ 
lieves  In  America,  in  God  and  His 
church,  in  hard  work  and  decency. 
His  new  book  BELIEVE!  reveals 
the  principles  that  powered  his 
phenomenal  career.  Believe 
in  these  things,  says  Rich¬ 
ard  M  DeVos.  believe  in 
yourself  and  you  will 
succeed'  $4.95 


June  Hunt 
discovers 
true  rlchesl 

Gifted  singer  June  Hunt,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  H.  L.  Hunt,  has 
found  the  greatest  rewards  not 
in  worldly  wealth  and  her  suc¬ 
cessful  career  but  in  living 
her  life  for  Jesus  Christ.  In 
ABOVE  ALL  ELSE.  June  Hunt 
points  the  way  to  spiritual 
riches  that  is  open  to  all  who 
will  take  It  S3  95 


J4KHAEL 


The  heartwarming 
story  of  the 
Carter  Family 
and  Johnny  Cash! 

ANCHORED  IN  LOVE  tells  the 
story  of  "Doc,"  Sara,  Maybelle 
and  June  Carter,  and  June's 
husband  Johnny  Cash.  Behind 
the  footlights  and  backstage, 
they  mirror  the  history  and  spir¬ 
it  of  country  music  Itself ...  In 
their  phenomenal  rise  to  suc¬ 
cess,  In  their  down-home  fam¬ 
ily  feeling  and  deep  religious 
convictions.  $5,95 


VOASOCttTC* 


Fleming  H.  Revell  Company 


OLD  TAPtWN  NfWjEBSfVOWS 


(II  ordering  by  mell,  edd  36*  hendllng) 


Help!  We’ve  been  robbed! 


Law  officer  aids  church  with  security 


MIAMI  (RNS)  —  A  veteran  police 
officer  who  la  about  to  begin  studies 
toward  the  Episcopal  priesthood  has 
offered  several  suggestions  to 
churches  on  how  they  can  Improve 
their  security  and  prevent  van- 
dalism  and  violent  crime. 

Robert  Brodle  offers  his  advice, 
which  is  applicable  to  all  types  of 
churches,  In  an  article  In  the  June 
Issue  of  "The  Net,"  published  by  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  Southeast 
Florida. 

He  urges  congregations  to 
establish  a  security  committee  of 
“qualified  members,"  such  us  police 
officers  or  military  security  per- 
sonnel,  and  establish  a  liaison 
program  with  the  local  police  or 
sheriffs  department, 

Members  of  these  committees, 
Mr.  Brodle  suggests,  ought  to  attend 
local  seminars  for  businessmen  on 
crime  prevention  and  should  receive 
publications  on  these  mutters. 

The  veteran  policeman  advises 
the  committee  to  ask  the  local  police 
department's  crime  prevention  unit 
to  do  a  security  check  on  the  church 
building,  and  to  bring  In  security  or 
police  personnel  to  lecture  to  the 
church  staff. 

Mr.  Brodle  urges  that  sound 
equipment  be  locked  away  after  use, 
bank  deposits  be  takon  to  a  bank  os 
soon  as  possible  after  being  received 
and  heavy  duty  doors  should  be 
Installed  In  the  sacristy. 

Security  numbers  on  appliances 
should  be  recorded  and  easily 
available,  the  police  officer 
suggests.  In  addition,  he  advises 
that  good  locks  be  purchased,  that 
the  sacristy  and  the  rector's  office 
be  locked  with  separate  locks  not  on 
the  master  key  system,  end  that  all 
staff  members  be  screened  when 
applying  for  positions  with  the 
church, 

After  offering  his  security 
suggestions,  Mr.  Brodle  comments, 
"We  In  the  church  are  faced  with  the 
problem  of  being  not  only  the  vie- 
tlms  of  crime  but  the  only  answer  for 
the  solution  of  crime.  The  message 
of  Redeeming  Love  Is  the  only  an¬ 
swer," 


A  collection 
plate  Is  snutched 
by  u  “thief" 
wearing  n 
stocking  disguise. 
This  photo  was 
posed  In  order  to 
dramatize  the 
crime  dangers 
that  churches 
lace  today. 

Because  of  the 
rising  crime 
rutes,  churches 
face  a  real 
dllemmu.  Robert 
Brodle,  a  veteran 
police  officer  who 
Is  about  to  begin 
studies  toward  the 
Episcopal  priest- 
hood,  offers  sug¬ 
gestions  to 
rhurches  on  how 
they  con  prevent 
vandalism  and 
violent  crime, 


Cars  In  church 
parking  lots, 
especially  cars  In 
which  clothing 
has  been  left,  can 
be  robbed  It  no 
security  Is 
maintained  In  the 
area.  In  this  posed 
photo,  a  car  lock 
Is  "picked." 

Mr,  Brodle 
notes  that 
churches  could 
provide  needy 
persons  with  part- 
time  employment 
as  security 
guards  In  parking 
lots.  This  would 
allow  members  of 
the  congregation 
to  move  from 
their  vehicles 
without  fear  of 
mugging  and  also 
to  prevent 
breaking  and 
entering  Into 
autos. 

asuoious  News 
sesvica  photo 


Priests  say  ‘cold  society’  boosts 
charismatic  movement  growth 


NEW  ORLEANS  (RNS)  -  The 
itructure  of  a  cold,  competitive,  data* 
ridden  society  has  been  a  prime  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  fantastic  growth  of  the 
Charismatic  Renewal  Movement  In  the 
world,  according  to  two  Roman  Catholic 
priests  who  are  experts  on  the  sijbject. 

Father  Donald  Gelpi,  S.J.,  co-director 
of  the  Institute  for  Spirituality  at  the 
Jesuit  School  of  Theology  In  Berkeley, 
Calif,  and  Father  George  Montague, 
S.M.,  editor  of  the  Catholic  Biblical 
Quarterly,  conducted  a  course  here  In 
"Experiences  of  the  Spirit"  at  the  eighth 
annual  Catechetical  and  Pastoral 
Institute  held  at  Loyola  University  here. 

They  agree  that  thousands  have  found 
In  the  Charismatic  Movement  what  they 
can’t  find  in  the  modern  world,  that  the 
future  of  the  movement  looks  bright,  and 
that  criticism  of  it  may  be  blown  out  of 
proportion. 

"Modern  man  experienced  the  eclipse 
of  God,  the  death  of  God  In  his  lifetime,” 


BY  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PORT  JERVIS,  N.Y.  —  When  the  Rev. 
Richard  Avery  became  pastor  of  the  250- 
member  First  Presbyterian  Church  here 
16  years  ago  he  soon  became  disen¬ 
chanted  with  the  music  it  was  using  in 
worship. 

Not  only  did  he  feel  that  the  hymns 
from  the  official  Presbyterian  hymnal 
often  lacked  modern  relevance,  but  he 
was  shocked  at  the  limited  number  of 
religious  themes  they  touched  on. 

His  choirmaster  was  Donald  Marsh,  an 
actor,  singer,  and  composer  who  had 
similar  critical  feelings  about  the  music 
available  for  the  church  to  use.  Together 
they  decided  to  do  something  about  it  — 
write  their  own  songs.  In  the  process  they 
not  only  "changed  things  at  First 
Church”  but  to  a  degree  have  "changed 
things”  in  various  churches  of  about  50 
denominations  across  the  country. 

Since  that  time  they  have  written  six 
songbooks  of  contemporary  Christian 
music  —  of  which  they  have  sold  nearly 
half  a  million  copies.  Their  more  widely 
used  songs  include  "We  Are  the  Church" 
and  "Mary,  Mary.  (What  are  you  going 
to  name  that  baby?)” 

"We  have  a  rule  when  we  write  songs 
that  we  don’t  write  anything  that  could 
have  been  written  200  years  ago,”  Mr. 
Avery  told  TM/  UMR.  "We  are  very 
particular  about  what  a  song  says  to 
modern  Christians.  We  spend  a  lot  of 
time  dealing  with  the  theological  im¬ 
plications  a  song  has.” 

He  says  too  many  times  modern 
churchpersons  have  been  given  the  idea 
that  they  can  only  choose  between  the 
songs  of  long-gone  generations  and  those 
of  modern  humanistic  blandness. 

Through  their  music,  "Avery  and 
Marsh”  try  to  give  a'  third  alternative. 
Much  of  the  philosophy  behind  their 


Father  Montague  said.  "That  only  made 
him  moro  thirsty  for  God.  There’s  also 
the  alienation,  the  lack  of  community  at  a 
very  basic  level.  The  Charismatic 
Renewal  Movement  has  provided  a 
response  to  both  those  needs  ...  It's  a 
phenomenon.  It's  an  effect  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  similar  to  the  Intense  dynamism  and 
wild  fire  spreading  that  we  read  about  In 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.” 

"The  growth  of  the  movement,  I  feel  Is 
due  largely  to  shared  prayer  ex¬ 
perience,"  Father  Gelpi  said,  "It’s  where 
people  are  able  to  share  in  faith  their 
experiences  with  God. 

"It  (The  Charismatic  Movement)  is 
speaking  to  a  society,  where  the  very 
structures  of  that  society  tend  to  Isolate 
people  from  one  another.  You  hear  about 
the  nuclear  family  structure  being  split 
up  .  .  .  the  whole  economic  picture  tends 
to  make  people  more  competitive  ...  I 
think  that  by  participation  in  those 
prayer  groups,  what  people  are  touching 


music  is  summed  up  in  one  of  their  songs, 
"My  Kind  of  Music.”  The  chorus  says: 
"Most  of  the  things  we  do  in  church  we’ve 
done  so  often  before.  What  was  so  great 
and  rich  one  time,  just  can’t  reach  me 
any  more.  Some  time  there  must  be  my 
kind  of  answer,  there  must  be  my  kind  of 
Savior,  there  must  be  my  kind  of  Word  in 
my  kind  of  Flesh.  Yes,  my  kind  of  Jesus, 
sometime,  sometime.” 

Their  songs  have  proved  so  popular 
that  the  two  men  also  carry  on  a  full 
schedule  of  "Creative  Worship  programs 
around  the  country.  Combining  musical 
skits  and  group  singing  of  songs  from 
their  songbooks,  the  programs  are  in 
such  demand  from  local  churches  that 
the  52  days  each  year  when  the  two  men 
make  themselves  available  for  such 
programs  stays  "booked-up”  for  about 
two  years  at  all  times. 

So  busy  are  their  schedules  that  the 
only  thing  they  are  finding  less  and  less 
time  to  do  in  recent  months  is  the  thing 
which  put  them  on  their  present  paths  in 
the  first  place  —  song  writing. 

"With  our  work  at  First  Church  and  the 
increasing  demands  on  us  for  more  and 
more  programs  around  the  country,  we 
are  beginning  to  have  trouble  finding 
time  to  write,”  Mr.  Avery  said.  "We  are 
trying  to  set  one  morning  aside  each 
week  to  compose,  but  sometimes  that’s 
difficult.” 


Is  something  very  similar  to  the  pruyer 
experiences  that  comprised  large 
segments  of  the  first  Christian  com¬ 
munities." 

Father  Montague  and  Futher  Gelpi 
said  recent  criticisms  of  the  movement  In 
national  publications  are  really  unfair 
because  they  zero  in  on  a  minute  area  of 
the  movement  and  play  It  up  as  a  big 
factional  clash. 

What  Is  the  future  of  the  movement? 

"I  think  the  future  of  the  movement, 
for  the  Catholic  Church  anyway,  Is 
bright,”  Father  Montague  says.  "It's  a 
renewal  of  Christian  life  .  .  .  It's  what 
makes  a  Christian  a  Christian.  If  the 
Lord  ever  wants  to  make  all  Christians 
one,  It  will  not  be  through  theological 
discussion  or  through  common  seeking  of 
one  lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism. 

"As  far  as  the  Catholic  Church  is 
concerned  it  will  depend  on  two  factors: 
One  will  be  the  realization  on  the  part  of 
all  that  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are 
permanent  gifts  to  the  church  and  are 
just  as  available  today  as  in  the  times  of 
the  New  Testament  .  .  .  and,  secondly, 
those  in  the  movement  must  realize  that 
these  gifts  to  the  church  are  for  building 
up  the  church  in  love  and  unity  and  part 
of  that  unity  is  made  by  a  recognized 
authority  in  Christian  community  to 
discern  what  is  and  isn’t  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.” 

Youth  say  ‘yes’ 
to  YES  program 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Summer  op¬ 
portunity:  Experience  a  new  en¬ 
vironment  and  people!  Develop  and  use 
your  special  skills!  Work  in  areas  vital  to 
both  church  and  community! 

A  big  order,  perhaps,  but  not  an  im¬ 
possible  one  for  the  18  high  school  and 
college  students  who  have  said  "yes”  to 
the  Youth  Empowerment  Service  (YES) 
program.  Now  in  its  second  year,  the 
project  of  the  California-Nevada  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
focuses  on  putting  the  talents  and  in¬ 
terests  of  young  persons  to  work  in  areas 
where  they  are  urgently  needed. 

During  their  two-to-six  week  stints  in 
various  California  communities,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  conference’s  "United 
Methodist  Reporter,”  some  summer 
interns  will  share  their  Christian  faith 
via  day  camps,  recreational  programs, 
vacation  church  schools  and  youth 
projects.  Others  will  concentrate  on 
specialized  ministries  to  ethnic  groups 
and  senior  citizens.  And  those  opting  for 
assignment  as  pastoral  assistants  will 
work  in  local  churches  and  get  a  first¬ 
hand  view  of  what  a  minister’s  job  is  all 
about. 

What  can  a  summer  intern  expect  to 
gain  as  a  YES  volunteer?  A  wealth  of 
experience,  along  with  free  room  and 
board  provided  by  participating 
congregations,  says  Ms.  Kathy  La  Point, 
a  1974  intern,  now  heading  up  this  year’s 
recruitment  campaign. 


Composers  write  songs 
about  6my  kind  of  Jesus9 
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Louisiana  United  Methodists  work, 
worship,  grow  in  word  and  deed 


The  Rev.  Harvey  B.  Delery,  former 
member  of  Algiers  UM  Church  and  now 
pastor  of  Dubach  and  Hilly  UM  Church¬ 
es,  was  honored  in  the  Algiers  Church 
following  his  graduation  from  Boston 
Theological  School,  having  attained  a 
"straight  A"  average.  Algiers  Church 
has  assisted  Mr.  Delery  financially 
during  his  years  of  study  for  the 
ministry.  He  is  pictured  at  the  reception 
with  Mrs.  Delery  and  children  Harvey, 
Jr.  and  Michelle;  and  his  mother,  Mrs. 
E.  S.  Lohrke,  of  Gretna. 

A  Shreveport  native,  the  Rev.  Malcolm 
Eugene  Finnell,  has  been  appointed 
assistant  chaplain  and  lecturer  in 
religion  at  Centenary  College,  it  has  been 
announced  by  President  John  H.  Allen. 
He  will  serve,  also,  as  pastor  of  the  Hall 
Summit  UM  Church.  Both  he  and 
Chaplain  Robert  Ed  Taylor  will  be 
teaching  in  the  Church  Careers  program 
at  Centenary.  In  other  Centenary  news, 
Richard  A.  Anders,  a  retired  Master 
Sergeant  from  Barksdale  AF  Base,  has 
been  appointed  director  of  the  work 
opportunity  program  for  the  Centenary 
College  School  of  Church  Careers.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anders  are  members  of 
Shreveport’s  First  UM  Church,  where 
they  are  lay  coordinators  of  the  youth 
program. 


Vermont  Burris,  reporting  on  activities 
at  Newman  UM  Church,  Alexandria, 
notes  many  areas  of  productive  work  and 
concern.  The  congregation  officially 
welcomed  back  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  P.  Perry  for  the  Conference 
year  and  heard  a  report  of  the  Annual 
Conference  by  delegates  Mrs.  Helen 
Augustine  and  Mr.  Charley  Cheney,  Jr. 
Also  at  the  church:  Women’s  Day 
speaker  was  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas  of 
Baton  Rouge,  and  Mrs.  Darcus  Merrick, 
local  UMW  President,  reported  total 
receipts  for  the  day  of  $734;  youth  of  the 
church  took  part  in  three  consecutive 
worship  services,  and  Mrs.  Doris  Perry, 
Youth  Choir  Director,  presented  copies 
of  “Divine  Guidance"  to  graduating  high 
school  and  college  seniors.  Some  needed 
areas  of  refurbishing  are  being  “face¬ 
lifted”  in  the  church,  and  useful  equip¬ 
ment  is  being  added.  A  member,  John 
A. Christopher,  represented  the  Rapides 
Parish  Police  Jury  at  a  national  meeting 
in  Hawaii. 


1  The  Iowa-Bell  City-Hayes  churches 
have  been  involved  in  a  round  of  varied 
|  and  productive  activity  this  summer.  A 
family  night  supper  was  held  at  the  Iowa 
UM  Church  honoring  a  member,  Mrs. 
Hazel  Entrekin,  who  retired  this  year 
after  30  years  of  teaching  in  the  schools. 
The  Iowa  church  also  held  a  special 
celebration  to  welcome  back  for  another 
Conference  Year  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John 
Sayes.  The  Hayes  and  Bell  City  UM 
Churches  sponsored  “The  Revelations,” 
a  gospel  singing  group  from  Lake 
Charles,  in  an  interdenominational 
“Song  Rally”  held  in  the  Hayes  com¬ 
munity  in  June,  and  more  than  250  people 
attended! 


Also,  in  June  a  Lay  Revival  was  held  at  the  Hayes  church  ( sponsored  by 
Hayes-Bell  City),  with  Hubert  Blanchard  serving  as  leader.  The  accompanying 
picture  was  taken  during  the  revival  and  shows  the  choir  from  University  UM 
Church  in  Lake  Charles,  Byron  Gore,  song  leader,  is  from  the  Simpson  UM  Church. 


The  Sunday  School  Class  of  Bethany 
UM  ( where  the  Reverend  Bevill  is  also 
pastor)  annually  contributes  $120  to  The 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 
This  is  in  addition  to  the  apportionment 
which  is  always  paid.  The  class  has  been 
making  this  special  gift  since  1969,  and 
the  pastor  notes  that  it  "is  grateful  to 
share  its  blessings  with  these  children." 
Class  members,  first  row,  from  left :  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  "Bud"  Alexander;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Norman  Alexander;  back  row,  from 
left,  Irene  Walters,  Lois  Alexander,  Fred 
Alexander,  Eskel  Walters. 


The  women  and  youth  of  First  UM  Church,  Thibodaux,  worked  at  a  Flea  Market 
recently  selling  baked  goods,  " collectibles ’’  and  white  elephants  to  help  raise  money 
for  the  parsonage  fund.  Some  of  the  workers,  appearing  in  this  picture  are:  Mrs. 
June  Machen,  Mrs.  Dotsy  Smith,  Mrs.  Merle  Smith;  youth  counselors  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Lynch;  and  youth  —  Brian  and  Darcy  Smith,  Curtis  and  Fran  Robertson,  and 
Nell  Smith. 

-  Mallalieu  UM  Church,  Lafayette,  the 

Rev.  Edgar  Smith,  pastor,  reports  a 
successful  “first,"  the  “Green  Leaf 
Tea,”  held  recently,  in  which  $1,071  was 
raised.  Mrs.  Edgar  Smith  was  chairman. 
A  program,  including  music  and 
congregational  participation,  highlighted 
the  event,  which  also  included  a  time  of 
fellowship. 


Bennie  E.  Harris  III,  a  1976  graduate  of 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans,  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  University’s 
National  Alumni  Association.  Mr.  Harris 
is  chairman  of  the  social  studies 
department  at  Livingston  Middle  School 
in  New  Orleans. 


Greenwood  UM  Church,  the  Rev.  L.  R. 
Bevill,  Pastor  has  noted  some  recent 
Important  events.  Among  these  was 
honoring  the  youngest  and  oldest 
mothers  of  the  church  membership. 
Pictured  are  Mrs.  John  White  (oldest); 
and  Mrs.  Pallle  Elston  (youngest). 


Evangelism  moving 
onward  and  upward  with 
“We  Care”  Missions 

The  Rev.  Carey  Martin,  Denham 
Springs,  Chairman  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship,  notes  that  the  “We 
Care”  Mission  has  been  one  of  the  most 
effective  means  of  evangelism  in  our 
Conference  for  the  past  several  years, 
and  many  similar  events  are  already 
planned  for  the  1975-1976  Conference 
year. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Martin  has  released 
the  following  schedule:  Belle  Chasse  — 
September  15-17;  Amite  —  October  6-8; 
Blackwater  —  October  20-22;  St.  Paul, 
Baton  Rouge  —  October  20-22;  Baker  — 
October  20-22;  Bogalusa  —  November  10- 
12,  Jackson  —  October  (no  specific  dates 
given). 

If  you  are  planning  to  schedule  a 
Mission  during  1975  or  1976,  please  make 
your  plans  known  as  soon  as  possible  to 
the  Rev.  Jimmy  Pyles,  Box  712,  Jen¬ 
nings.  By  getting  your  dates  on  the 
calendar,  they  can  be  passed  along  to 
other  churches  in  the  conference. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Someone  recently  observed  that  when  one  analyzes  the  population  statistics 
and  the  birthrate  he  can  see  why  the  lessons  of  history  seem  lost  on  so  many 
people.  The  reason  is  that  they  weren’t  around  when  history  was  made.  Now  if 
one  assumes  that  you  must  be  ten  years  old  for  events  to  make  a  very  lasting 
impression,  then  only  nine  per  cent  of  the  U.S.  population  today  recalls  World 
War  I.  (I  was  around  but  all  I  can  recall  is  that  awful  poem  “Kaiser  Bill  went  up 
the  hill  ...”  and  that  poem  was  being  quoted  later.)  Lindbergh's  solo  Atlantic 
flight  stirs  personal  recollections  in  only  17  per  cent.  (I  remember  the  Spirit  of 
St.  Louis  flying  over  Denton,  Texas  in  its  triumphal  return  tour;  they  let  all 
school  kids  out  to  see  it  fly  over.  The  town  was  apprised  by  radio  that  the 
airplane  was  coming.)  Fewer  than  30  per  cent  can  remember  the  Great 
Depression  (our  own  family  didn’t  suffer,  but  we  did  learn  you  weren’t  entitled 
to  everything  you  wanted).  Slightly  more  than  one  third  can  personally  identify 
with  World  War  II.  (Who  remembers  Kaltenbom,  George  Dern,  and  Winston 
Churchill’s  great  radio  addresses  to  the  British  people?)  And  only  six  in  ten 
actually  remember  President  Kennedy’s  assassination. 

Sound  knowledge  of  history  is  essential  both  to  national  security  and  good 
religioa  How  many  really  know  the  broad  outlines  of  the  story  of  the  Covenant 
Community? 

A  sense  of  history  and  a  living  religious  faith  go  hand  in  hand,  since  God 
manifests  Himself  in  the  events  of  the  time,  in  the  deeds  and  faith  of  His  people, 
and  ill  the  marvelous  work  of  His  Spirit.  The  afterglow  from  July  4  is  a  good 
time  to  think  about  this.  Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Congratulations 

On  July  10  Doctor  Leonard  Cooke  and 
Veva  Carruthers  were  united  in  Holy 
Matrimony  in  Shreveport.  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke  assisted  but  the  Rev.  Albert 
Trickett  performed  the  ceremony. 

The  newlyweds  departed  thereafter  for 
a  wedding  trip  to  the  Caribbean,  stopping 
in  New  Orleans  for  a  pleasant  visit  and 
small  dinner  party  with  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Finis  Crutchfield. 

Dr.  Cooke,  presently  the  Conference 
Treasurer  has  served  on  the  cabinet  and 
in  some  of  the  outstanding  pulpits  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Mrs.  Cooke  is  a  strong  and  gracious 
leader  in  Noel  Memorial  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

Vietnamese  Refugees 

If  you  or  your  church  wishes  to  sponsor 
a  refugee  family  from  South  Viet  Nam, 
you  may  inquire  through  Dr.  Harry 
Haines,  UMCOR,  14th  Floor,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  New  York  City,  New  York, 
10027. 


Retirement  is  activity  time 

From  time  to  time  this  newspaper  most  active  individuals  and  groups  in  our  this  desk  about  the  “retirees”  indicate 

receives  some  note  or  picture  pertaining  churches  and  communities.  Someone  has  f!;at,  thf  ?  hava  raachad  < and  *r«  n0! 
to  “retired”  groups.  It  has  become  _ n  f  i( _ _ t  r  likely  to  reach)  that  particular  state  of 


evident  that 


nprsons  mav  he  listed  aPuy  said  that  “retirement  is  a  state  of  mind! 


On  June  23rd  The  Cheerful  Circle  Sunday  School  Class  of 
First  UM  Church,  Ponchatoula,  honored  one  of  their  members, 
Mrs.  Lizzie  Perrin  on  her  90th  Birthday,  with  a  reception  in  the 
church’s  Fellowship  Hall.  On  Mother's  Day  this  year  she  had 
been  awarded  a  special  membership  pin  and  a  bouquet  of  roses 
by  UMW.  Mrs.  Perrin  is  the  oldest  member  of  the  church, 
according  to  her  Pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Corley. 


of  the  D.M.A.  (Don't  Mention  Age)  Group  of 
Ingleside  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  got  together  recently  for 
food,  fun  and  fellowship  at  a  covered  dish  luncheon.  The  new 
secretary,  Mrs.  Alma  D.  Criddle,  was  introduced,  and  Mrs. 
Hazel  Watts,  retiring  secretary,  was  presented  a  gift. 
Residents  of  local  nursing  homes  were  guests  at  the  luncheon. 
Mrs.  Hobart  Gregory  coordinates  D.M.A.  activities,  and  Mrs. 
Agnes  Eubanks  is  president  of  this  active  group.  Pastors  are 
the  Rev.  Fred  Flurry,  and  associate,  the  Rev.  Michael  D. 
McLaurin. 


Arabi  UM  consecrates  new  church 


It’s  that  time  again 


Melville  UMW 


The  Arabi  UM  Church  celebrated  its 
Consecration  Service  on  June  15,  with  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent  serving  as 
Celebrant.  Taking  part,  also,  were 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
Building  Committee,  along  with  the 
Pastor,  the  Rev.  James  O.  Evans. 


Pictured  right  in 
Arabi's  new  church 
are,  from  left:  front 
row  -  Earl  Ash, 
Mrs.  James  Hoff- 
pauir,  Leo  Bowers, 
R.  C.  Abercrombie, 
Miss  Mildred  Hoff- 
pauir,  Al  Jung; 
second  row  -  Earl 
Wagner,  the  Rev. 
James  O.  Evans, 
Dr.  Alfred  L.  N or¬ 
ris,  Lloyd  Hilbert, 
Chairman  of  the 
Official  Board. 
(John  Redd  does 
not  appear  in  the 
picture.) 


Trustees  are:  Earl  Ash,  Mrs.  James 
Hoffpauir,  Leo  Bowers,  Miss  Mildred 
Hoffpauir,  Al  Jung,  Earl  Wagner 
(Chairman).  Members  of  the  Building 
Committee  who  took  part  were:  R.  C. 
Abercrombie,  Miss  Hoffpauir,  John 
Redd,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  and  Trustee. 


Pastor’s  School  President  honored 
is  next  week 


Twenty- 
Speakers  in  Monroe  District 


This  newspaper  has  carried  full 
schedules  of  the  upcoming  Pastor’s 
School  for  1975  to  be  held  again  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College.  The  dates,  we  remind  you 
are  close  at  hand  —  July  21-24. 

This  year’s  theme,  “The  Enrichment 
Of  Worship,”  is  one  of  the  most 
significant  ever  pursued,  and  the  roster 
of  leaders  will  bring  inspiration,  in¬ 
formation  and  incentive  truly  to 
“enrich”  the  entire  worship  experience 
of  the  church. 

Once  again  we  remind  you  that  this 
year’s  leaders  include  our  own  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Jr.;  Dr.  David 
Frederick  Elder,  Tulsa,  Okla.;  and  the 
following  Perkins  School  of  Theology' 
faculty  —  Dr.  H.  Grady  Hardin;  Dr.  Zan 
Wesley  Holmes,  Jr. ;  and  Dr.  Carlton  R. 
Young. 

Indications  from  Shreveport  are  that 
this  will  be  the  best  attended  and  most 
enthusiastic  of  Pastor’s  Schools  held  to 
date. 

Re:  camping  issue 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  is 
planning  to  run  a  special  issue  on  our  1975 
Camping  Activities.  Please  send  your 
pictures  as  soon  as  possible.  An  excellent 
glossy  has  been  received  already  from 
Alexandria-Lafayette  Districts  Junior 
High  Camp. 


Mrs.  Ruth  T.  Hebert,  President  of  the 
Melville  UMW,  was  honored  at  the  June 
meeting  of  her  local  group.  Mrs.  Hebert, 
a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Melville 
Elementary  School  since  1958,  retired 
after  42  years  of  teaching  in  the  public 
school  system  of  St.  Landry  Parish. 

The  theme,  “School  Days”  was  carried 
out  in  the  devotional  program,  climaxed 
with  the  presentation  to  Mrs.  Hebert  by 
her  UMW  of  a  corsage  and  gift  of  gold 
cross  and  chain.  Many  local  members 
took,  part  in  the  festive  and  meaningful 
occasion.  In  addition  to  her  many  years 
of  dedicated  public  school  teaching,  Mrs. 
Hebert  is  active  in  a  number  of  church 
activities,  serving  on  the  Administrative 
Board,  teaching  in  Sunday  School  and 
Vacation  Church  School,  and  almost 
every  phase  of  church  work. 


Mrs.  Ruth  T.  Hebert 


Baton  Rouge  District  holds 
children’s  workshop  on  literature 


Sixty-three  persons,  representing  19 
churches  of  medium  and  average  size  in 
the  Batpn  Rouge  District,  attended  a 
recent  Children’s  Workshop  on  the  New 
Literature. 

Leaders  in  the  Workshop  included 
Margaret  Lankford,  Children’s  Coor¬ 
dinator  of  University  UM  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  who  also  served  as  hostess  for  the 


event.  Others  who  took  part  were  Mrs. 
Walter  McLean,  Broadmoor  UM  Church; 
Mrs.  John  Cook,  Director  of  Education  at 
Broadmoor  and  District  Coordinator  of 
Children’s  Work;  and  Mrs.  Inez 
Chrisentery,  of  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  staff.  The  Rev.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow,  District  Superintendent, 
shared  in  the  planning  and  promotion  of 
the  occasion. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr., 
Superintendent  of  the  Monroe  District, 
has  informed  this  newspaper  of  the 
recent  certification  of  26  persons  as  Lay 
Speakers  in  that  District. 

A  School,  for  the  purpose  of  training 
these  Lay  Speakers,  was  held  at  Delhi, 
and  was  under  the  direction  of  Buddy 
Harrison,  member  of  the  Monroe  District 
Board  of  Laity  in  charge  of  lay  speaking. 
Dr.  George C.  Brian,  Speech  Professor  at 
Northeast  Louisiana  University,  was 
instructor. 

The  following  persons  (most  of  whom 


appear  in  the  accompanying  picture) 
were  certified,  according  to  Dr.  Frazier: 
Nova  Helen  Nelson,  Tina  McCartney, 
Orel  Medlock,  James  Moore,  Jr.,  Bennie 
Roberson,  Nelda  Murray,  John  A.  Tullos. 

Also,  Billy  Bedinbender,  Mrs.  Billy 
Bedinbender,  Patrick  Harper,  Melba 
Harper,  Trudie  Bedenbender,  Mrs.  Joe 
Solomon,  Joe  C.  Butler,  Mrs.  Joe  Butler, 
Ada  Mae  Halley,  Marian  Cooper,  Jimmie 
Hopson,  Victor  Watson,  LeRoy  Barnidge, 
Ralph  King,  Thomas  F.  Terral,  Stowe 
Harbin,  Ruth  H.  Brown,  Mae  Dee  Lacy, 
and  E.  L.  Harrison. 


Workshop  lead¬ 
ers  pictured  from 
left,  are:  Margaret 
Lankford,  Mrs. 
Walter  McLean, 
Mrs.  John  Cook  and 
Mrs.  Inez  Chrisen¬ 
tery. 


PAGE  2 

s^*****^  Editorials  * 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


JULY  18, 1975 


Member  loss:  problem  or  symptom?  1 7Pderal  funds  would  hurt  church  collates 

The  report  on  the  current  state  of  Meth-  themselves  and  for  all  persons;  because  \A/W  I  U/IIUO  »^M/»  f/  ty  f  Mil  f  f/  l/tf/t/i:  C/O 

ndism  in  Great  Britain  elsewhere  in  this  of  it.  thev  resDonded  to  Weslev's  **  * — ? 


The  report  on  the  current  state  of  Meth¬ 
odism  in  Great  Britain  elsewhere  in  this 
issue  provides  American  Methodists  with 
cause  for  sober  reflection. 

Pointing  to  a  loss  of  95,000  members  in 
the  past  six  years,  the  outgoing  president 
of  that  560,000-member  denomination  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  British  Methodism  is 
“not  entering  a  crisis,  we  are  in  a  crisis.” 
Faced  with  such  declines,  Methodist 
leaders  in  England  are  wondering  aloud 
how  long  the  church  there  can  survive. 
That  three-fourths  of  the  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  in  Britain  did  not  receive  a 
single  new  member  last  year  suggests 
their  fears  are  well  founded. 

By  comparison,  American  Methodism 
—with  its  10  million  members— remains 
strong.  Considering  that  our  church  has 
been  losing  an  average  of  180,000 
members  annually  in  recent  years, 
however,  we  could  well  view  the  current 
British  situation  as  a  sign  of  what  could 
happen  to  us. 

What  is  the  problem? 

According  to  British  Methodism’s  out¬ 
going  president,  the  problem  is  simply 
shrinking  membership  and  shrinking  fi¬ 
nancial  support.  If  the  church  could  gain 
more  members  and  more  financial 
support,  its  decline  would  be  arrested. 

We  suggest,  however,  that  what  the 
British  leader  has  labeled  as  “the 
problem”  is  only  a  symptom  of  the  real 
problem.  Whether  in  Britain  or  America, 
the  problem  lies  much  deeper  than  mere 
numbers.  It  will  be  solved  neither  by 
membership  campaigns  in  the  mold  of 
the  1950’s,  nor  by  financial  drives  using 
the  latest  fund-raising  gimmicks. 

Addressing  a  recent  evangelism  semi¬ 
nar,  the  Rev.  Dean  Kelly  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  said  the  problem  is 
that  denominations  like  ours  do  not 
demand  enough  commitment  from  their 
members  (see  TM/UMR,  July  11).  We 
don’t  expect  very  much  in  the  way  of 
personal  involvement  and  sacrifice  from 
one  who  joins  the  UMC,  and  we  usually 
don’t  get  much,  according  to  Mr.  Kelly. 

We  would  go  one  step  further  in 
identifying  the  problem.  The  decline  in 
membership  and  the  decline  in  commit¬ 
ment  can  be  traced  back  to  a  decline  in 
belief  in  what  the  Christian  faith  offers. 
The  church  today  is  not  making  its  case, 
as  it  once  did,  that  the  Christian  faith  Is  of 
sufficient  importance  to  warrant  a  per¬ 
son's  total  commitment  of  time,  thought 
and  substance. 

The  foundation  upon  which  John 
Wesley  built  the  Methodism  movement 
was  a  disciplined,  personal  lifestyle  in 
grateful  response  to  God’s  redeeming 
love  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ.  The 
early  Methodists  were  convinced  of  the 
importance  of  that  redemption  for 

We  must  share 
‘Bread  of  Life’ 

One  of  the  symptoms  of  our  decline  in 
belief  (see  editorial  above)  is  that  church 
members  feel  little  inclined  today  to 
share  their  faith  with  others.  As  the  Rev. 
Dean  Kelly  pointed  out  at  a  recent 
evangelism  seminar  (see  TM/UMR,  July 
11)  most  professing  Christians  not  only 
fail  to  offer  "the  Bread  of  Life”  to  non- 
Christians,  but  are  ashamed  and  afraid 
even  to  bring  the  subject  up. 

While  tempering  our  evangelism  ef¬ 
forts  in  recent  years  with  a  long-overdue 
emphasis  on  respect  for  the  spiritual 
rights  of  those  being  evangelized,  the 
importance  of  Christians  sharing  the 
gospel  with  others  has  also  been 
deemphasized.  While  being  careful  to 
avoid  forcing  our  ideas  on  others,  we 
may  have  failed  altogether  to  reach  out 
with  Christ’s  good  news  to  persons  who 
sorely  need  it. 

A  common  excuse  for  not  witnessing 
verbally  to  our  faith  is  that  "actions 
speak  louder  than  words.”  But  do  actions 
exclude  words?  What  is  wrong  with 
witnessing  both  by  word  and  deed? 

Christians  should  never  be  ashamed  or 
hesitant  to  offer  Christ  to  others.  If  we 
are  truly  to  answer  His  claims  upon  our 
lives,  there  is  no  way  we  can  fail  to  share 
that  fact  with  others. 
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themselves  and  for  all  persons;  because 
of  it,  they  responded  to  Wesley's 
injunction  that  they  should  always  be 
“striving  for  Christian  perfection”  in 
their  personal  lives. 

Although  "redemption”  supposedly 
remains  a  central  tenet  of  the  Christian 
faith,  how  long  has  it  been  since  you  have 
heard  a  sermon  about  it  from  a  United 
Methodist  pulpit?  And  how  long  since  you 
were  reminded  that,  to  be  a  Christian  in 
the  Wesleyan  tradition,  is  to  strive 
unceasingly  to  live  a  holy  life?  The 
all-consuming  importance  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  gospel,  as  Wesley  knew  and  preached 
it,  has  been  replaced  all  too  often  by  a 
gospel  of  peripheral  importance— a 
gospel  not  worth  being  committed  to.  The 
heavy  demand  that  persons  commit  the 
whole  of  their  lives  to  Christ  and  His 
gospel  is  practically  unheard  of  today.  In 
a  society  characterized  by  the  desire  for 
comforts  of  every  kind,  the  church  has 
responded  obligingly  more  often  than  it 
should. 

The  church  is  demanding  more  of  its 
members  in  the  way  of  social  responsi¬ 
bility  today  than  in  years  past.  We  would 
give  no  comfort  to  those  wanting  the 
church  to  avoid  the  social  arena.  In  too 
many  instances,  however,  social  respon¬ 
sibility  is  presented  as  an  end  in  itself 
rather  than  as  a  necessary  outgrowth  of 
lives  individually  dedicated  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  gospel. 

John  Wesley  greatly  feared  the  day 
when  the  Methodist  movement  might 
maintain  the  form  of  religion  without 
having  religious  substance.  In  too  many 
cases— in  British  and  American  Meth¬ 
odism— his  fear  has  been  realized. 

While  United  Methodism  in  America  is 
still  relatively  strong  numerically,  we 
should  search  for  the  causes  of  our 
decline  and  cure  them,  rather  than 
waiting  to  find  ourselves  one  day  on  the 
brink  of  extinction. 

We  should  not  confuse  our  illness  with 
its  symptoms.  Above  all,  we  need  to  re¬ 
examine  a  couple  of  basic  questions; 
What  are  we  as  the  church  in  business  to 
do?  If  we  are  in  business  to  share  Christ 
because  of  the  difference  He  and  His  way 
have  made  in  our  lives,  are  we  doing  it 
half-heartedly?  Or  out  of  a  sense  of 
committed  personal  belief  in  what  God 
has  done  for  us  through  Him? 

A  body  of  believers,  individually 
committed  to  Christ  will  never  need  to 
study  ways  to  attract  new  members  or 
reverse  a  membership  decline.  A  loose 
confederation  of  fair-weather  believers 
will  fail  to  grow  and  prosper  no  matter 
what  gimmicks  and  techniques  are  used. 


To  the  Editor: 

Two  stories  in  the  July  4  issue  left  me 
somewhat  puzzled,  if  not  actually 
alarmed.  I  refer  to  "Stay  with  church 
colleges”  by  Tom  lyicAnally  and  the 
report  on  the  same  page  entitled  "In 
separate  action  two  states  come  to  aid  of 
church  colleges."  The  implication  was 
that  the  firm  stance  of  past  Methodism  is 
developing  some  serious  cracks. 

Are  there  those  in  our  church  who  are 
willing  to  permit  the  destruction  of 
religious  freedom?  Separation  of  church 
and  state  protects  the  religious 
organizations  from  the  government.  It 
also  prevents  the  government  from  being 
influenced  by  self-seeking  religious 
groups.  Separation  also  protects  the 
freedoms  of  our  democracy  from  the 
encroachment  of  religious  dogma. 

Religious  affiliation  at  any  educational 
level  should  eliminate  an  institution  from 
tax  support.  Our  country  has  not  only 
provided  for  religious  freedom,  but  it  has 
provided  a  climate  for  religious  ex¬ 
pression.  The  exemption  allowed  for 
church  owned  property  and  for  earnings 
from  church  owned  enterprises  has  been 
more  than  generous.  Individual  income 
tax  exemption  for  church  support 
provides  encouragement  for  giving. 

The  Me  Anally  article  made  much  of 
the  uniqueness  of  the  church-related 
college.  The  church  college  is  unique  just 
as  the  church  itself  is  unique.  What 
makes  the  church  unique  in  America  is 
its  independence  and  the  loyalty  it  in¬ 
spires.  Asking  government  financing  for 
what  members  are  not  willing  to  support 
leaves  us  with  educational  institutions 
that  are  neither  unique  nor  possessive  of 
vitality.  Adversity  has  been  the 
stimulus  for  religious  growth  and  ex¬ 
pansion.  Northern  Europe  demonstrates 
how  religion  deteriorates  under  the  in¬ 
dulgence  of  government  financing. 

Charles  Painter 

Austin,  Minnesota 


n  ,  .  ,  i  li  Another  donation  for 

Both  articles  valuable  J 


in  different  ways 

To  the  Editor: 

I  must  confess  that  I  do  not  read  all  of 
TM/  UMR  every  time  I  receive  a  copy.  I 
was  so  taken  by  the  critical  remarks 
about  the  article  "Ideas  we  Christians 
could  offer  to  Jesus”  (June  13  issue),  that 
I  went  back  and  read  it.  After  doing  so  I 
made  an  observation  that  I  would  like  to 
share. 


June  20  issue  to  call  for  support  of  "the 
growing  numbers  of  clergy  and  laity  who 
are  homosexual  and  who  decline  to  hide 
this  important  facet  of  their  lives.” 

I,  as  a  clergyman,  resent  this 
assumption  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  so  lax  in  its  examination  of 
ministerial  candidates  that  homosexuals 
in  "growing  numbers”  are  being  ac¬ 
cepted  into  the  ministry. 

I  feel  you  should  be  more  careful  about 
what  appears  in  a  paper  published  under 
our  conference  name. 

Theodore  M.  Clegg 
Cumberland,  Maryland 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  article  in 
question  was  a  news  report  regarding 
tentative  proposals  by  a  single  Division 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.  Publication  of  a  news  report 
in  no  way  constitutes  endorsement  by 
this  newspaper. 

Terminology  used 
is  important  to  some 
To  the  Editor: 

The  continuing  discussion  on  the  use  of 
the  neutral  terms  such  as  "personhood" 
in  place  of  "brotherhood”  has  so  many 
Weslev  Chapel  restoration  emotional  and  intellectual  responses  that 
J  r  one  is  led  to  wonder  how  the  man  who 

To  the  Editor: 

Enclosed  please  find  a  "widow's  mite" 
check  ($10.00)  to  be  used  for  the 


In  reading  the  article  I  could  see  how 
someone  might  get  upset  with  Bud 
Herron,  unless  they  are  aware  that  he  Is 
trying  to  help  us  see  some  of  the  foolish 
things  we  do  and  say  while  claiming  to  be 
followers  of  Jesus.  But  more  interesting 
than  this  was  the  perfectly  beautiful 
article  appearing  above  Bud  Herron’s 
article  written  by  Cindy  Otis.  The  article 
is  beautiful  because  the  young  lady  is 
talking  about  a  deep  faith  that  she  has 
come  to  experience.  My  observation  was 
that  this  article  must  have  been  highly 
acceptable  to  those  who  were  shocked 
with  Bud  Herron’s  article  —  yet  not  a 
single  line  appeared  in  the  paper  com¬ 
mending  Cindy.  Does  this  mean  that  it  is 
easier  for  us  to  complain  than  to  praise? 

I  think  both  articles  were  good,  for  they 
both  apparently  came,  though  in  dif¬ 
ferent  styles,  from  a  deep  heartfelt 
concern  from  both  writers.  I  think  that 
both  articles,  taken  in  the  right  spirit, 
can  provoke  us  to  some  serious  and 
valuable  thinking. 

Paul  E.  Rundel 

Harrlsonvllle,  Missouri 


Here  I  Stand 


Children  should  not  take 
part  in  Holy  Communion 


By  FLOYD  L.  JENNINGS 

How  can  I  help  my  children  to  under¬ 
stand  and  participate  meaningfully  in  the 
sacrament  of  Holy  Communion? 

As  the  father  of  two  daughters,  seven 
and  nine,  I,  like  many  Christian  parents, 
am  concerned  that  my  children  grow  in 
their  faith.  Unfortunately,  I  find  the 
United  Methodist  Church  ambiguous  as 
to  whether  my  pre-adolescents  should 
share  in  the  sacrament;  yet  I  regard  this 
as  an  important  question. 

For  me,  the  Lord’s  Supper  is  THE 
event  in  the  corporate  life  of  the  church 
and  the  single  most  significant  worship 
experience  of  my  Christian  faith.  Holy 
Communion  helps  me  to  reflect  on  both 
my  predicament  in  life  as  an  unworthy 
sinner  and  God’s  action  in  history  to 
release  me  from  bondage.  It  is  here  that  I 
feel  the  impact  of  the  historic  tradition  of 
the  church. 

Because  of  the  deep  personal  meaning 
I  derive  from  the  Lord’s  Supper  it  is 
understandable  that  I  want  to  maximize 
the  probability  that  my  daughters,  too, 
will  come  to  recognize  the  vital  role  this 
event  plays  in  the  Christian  life.  Yet  I 
find  few  usable  guidelines  regarding  the 


faith  that  we  United  Methodists  should 
emulate. 

To  that  end  I  would  propose  that  the 
appropriate  study  committee  of  the  next 
General  Conference  address  this  topic 
and  present  guidelines  based  on  a  sound 
theological  rationale  and  the  historic 
tradition  of  United  Methodism.  Perhaps 
this  statement  and  the  public  reaction  to 
it  will  provide  an  impetus  for  that 
discussion. 

"Here  I  Stand”  Is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Floyd  Jennings,  is  a  psychologist  at  the 
V.A.  Hospital  In  Temple,  Texas,  and  a 
member  of  the  Central  Texas  Conference 
on  special  appointment. 


The  article  above  and  the  article 
below  deal  with  two  opposite  view¬ 
points  on  the  question  “Should  young 
children,  raised  in  a  Christian  home, 
be  allowed  to  take  Holy  Communion 
prior  to  confirmation?” 

We  welcome  the  perspectives  of 
others  on  this  subject. 

education  of  preparatory  members.  - -  -  - -  allow  the  article  on  page  three 


restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  Lon¬ 
don.  I  used  to  teach  a  course  on  the 
history  of  Methodism  at  youth  camps 
each  summer,  and  while  in  New  York 
getting  my  doctorate,  I  attended  the 
150th  anniversary  of  the  Jolus  Street 
Meeting  House  —  which  was  a  most 
thrilling  moment  for  a  little  old  local 
preacher  at  that  time. 

I’ll  never  see  Wesley’s  Chapel,  but  I 
desire  to  have  it  preserved  for  the  sake  of 
the  oncoming  youth  who  will  catch  the 
torch  and  enthusiasm  and  keep  Wesley's 
spirit  aflame  in  the  future  generations. 

I  am  now  in  a  convalescent  hospital 
and  hope  soon  to  go  on  to  be  with  the 
Lord,  but  want  this  small  check  to  do 
what  it  can  to  preserve  and  restore 
Wesley's  Chapel.  God  bless  you  all. 

Georgia  Le  Ora  Strong 
Santa  Clara,  California 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Dr.  Strong’s  check 
was  forwarded  to  the  Wesley  Chapel 
Restoration  Fund,  c/  o  World  Methodist 
Council,  P.  O.  Box  518,  Lake  Junaluska, 
North  Carolina,  28745. 

Reader  objects  to 
news  story 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  angry,  resentful  and  hurt  by  the 
campaign  being  put  on  in  your  paper  to 
make  homosexuals  an  accepted  part  of 
the  clergy! 

I  am  referring  to  the  unsigned  article 
appearing  in  our  conference  paper 
sponsoring  a  cause  that  is  abhorrent  to 
the  great  majority  of  United  Methodist 
clergy  and  laity.  I  am  not  going  to  quote 
scripture  to  you.  Your  espousing  of  this 
cause  proves  how  little  weight  the 
scripture  carries  with  you.  But  I  want  to 
enter  my  protest  at  a  policy  that  would 
of  the 


Although  the  UMC’s  curricula  provide  a 
theological  explanation  of  the 
sacrament,  the  laboratory  procedures 
for  learning  are  very  unclear. 

For  example,  when  should  my  children 
begin  receiving  the  sacrament?  I 
recently  made  an  agonizing  personal 
decision  by  intervening  to  divert  my 
daughters  when  their  choir  was  being 
ushered  to  the  communion  table  en 
masse.  I  subsequently  discovered  that 
few  of  my  friends  had  considered  this 
issue  and  even  fewer  could  perceive  the 
course  of  my  action. 

That  youngsters  are  a  part  of  God’s 
family  is  unquestionable,  as  indeed  they 
have  been  baptized  into  the  community 
of  faith.  Ordinarily,  we  adopt  a  rule  of 
thumb  that  most  teenagers  have 
acquired  the  maturity  by  which  they  can 
make  an  individual  choice  to  accept 
Christ  and  be  confirmed  as  fully  par¬ 
ticipative  members  of  the  UMC. 

Some  would  argue  that  because  Holy 
Communion  is  a  teaching  ordinance, 
children  should  share  in  it  by  virtue  of 
their  baptism.  All  too  often,  however,  the 
pre-adolescent  views  the  sacrament  as  a 
meaningless  refreshment  of  grape  juice 
and  crackers,  offered  during  an  other¬ 
wise  dull  service!  This  casual  exposure 
cheapens  the  experience  so  that  years  of 
re-education  are  required  for  the  Lord's 
Supper  to  gain  rich  significance. 

My  thesis  is  that  thorough  study  and 
observation  of  the  sacrament  prior  to 
one’s  personal  decision  to  be  confirmed 
will  greatly  enhance  his  participation  in 
the  celebration  of  Holy  Communion.  I 
would  further  speculate  that  those 
liturgical  denominations  which  have 
emphasized  confirmation  and  “first 
communion”  may,  after  all,  have  a 
proper  perspective,  not  only  of  human 
development,  but  of  one’s  growth  in  the 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Children  understand  more 
than  we  credit  them  with 


was  turned  off  by  the  term  "per¬ 
sonhood,”  but  has  a  nostaglic  attachment 
to  "brotherhood,”  would  feel  if  all  people 
everywhere  should  be  classified  as 
"sisterhood”  (see  TM/  UMR,  July  4). 

It  has  been  expressed  by  some  that 
part  of  the  problem  is  that  the  English 
language  does  not  have  adequate  word 
coverage  of  the  universal  human 
element,  particularly  in  the  pronoun 
area,  as  some  other  languages  do  have. 
The  theological  implications  of  the  plural 
or  neutered  form  of  the  word  for  God,  as 
in  some  of  the  Biblical  languages,  has  yet 
to  be  explored. 

The  crux  of  the  problem,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  whether  the  "brethren”  (and  some 
"sl8tern”)  are  willing  to  consider  the 
possibility  that  some  women  are  "turned 
off”  by  the  terminology  that  is 
predominantly  masculine,  implying  a 
male  superiority  which  at  present  is 
exemplified  by  a  majority  of  men  in  the 
positions  of  designated  leadership  in  the 
church. 

Florence  Isaacs 
Medina,  Texas 

Article  ties  together 
student 9s  interests 
To  the  Editor: 

In  your  June  6  issue,  you  published  an 
article  entitled,  "Will  the  sea  be 
shared?” 

I  thought  this  was  a  really  good  article 
because  it  tied  together  my  two  main 
interests  in  life:  the  church  and  the  sea. 

For  several  years  my  main  goal  in  life 
was  to  become  a  marine  biologist; 
however,  about  two  years  ago,  I  felt  that 
God  had  called  me  to  be  a  minister.  Up 
until  now,  I  had  thought  that  all  my 
training  in  science  and  oceanography 
had  been  wasted.  With  the  printing  of 
your  article,  I  realized  that  possibly 
some  knowledge  of  the  sea  could  be 
helpful  to  the  church.  I  would  appreciate 
it  if  you  could  advise  me  as  to  how  to  get 
in  touch  with  either  Barbara  Weaver  or 
Joyce  Hamlin  so  that  I  may  get  further 
information  on  the  sea  and  its  future  with 
the  church’s  involvement. 

Pamela  J.  Harris 
Tallahassee,  Florida 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Ms.  Hamlin  and 
Ms.  Weaver  may  be  contacted  through 


the  Women’s  Division,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  New  York  10027. 

Church  wastes  money 

that  could  feed  hungry 

To  the  Editor: 

During  our  recent  annual  conference  a 
great  cry  went  up  from  all  the  "big-wigs” 
about  how  awful  the  hunger  situation  has 
gotten  throughout  the  world.  They  came 
up  with  a  great  idea  to  help  relieve  some 
of  it.  If  each  UM  member  would  fast  one 
meal  per  week  and  give  the  money  to  the 
church  to  be  used,  how  great  it  would  be. 
I  don’t  disagree  with  this;  in  fact,  my 
church  school  class  has  been  doing  that 
for  a  long  time. 

Shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year  a 
great  cry  went  up  for  a  special  giving  of 
around  $651,000  to  help  finish  the  plush 
hotel  at  Lake  Junaluska.  If  it  was  not 
forthcoming  the  meetings  of  the  high  and 
mighty  would  have  to  be  held  in  the  old 
place.  My  heart  bleeds  for  them.  Also,  in 
a  newsletter  it  was  stated  that  $1,110,000 
has  been  budgeted  for  the  General 
Conference  in  Portland  next  year,  and 
they  don’t  think  this  is  enough. 

If  the  Bishops  and  other  "ups”  are  so 
concerned  about  hunger,  why  can’t  the 
General  Conference  be  postponed  and 
this  money  used  in  an  emergency  nature 
to  feed  all  those  starving  people?  Would 
the  UMC  suffer  if  this  were  done?  Just 
stop  and  think  about  it  —  each  day  15,000 
to  20,000  starve  to  death.  How  God  would 
bless  each  delegate  who  would  suddenly 
feel  the  Holy  Spirit  working  and  say 
"Take  my  delegation  expense  money  and 
feed  the  hungry;  I’ll  stay  home  and  do 
what  needs  to  be  done  there.” 

Who  is  going  to  answer  Jesus  on 
judgement  day  when  he  says,  "Why  did 
you  not  have  concern  for  your  brothers 
and  sisters  when  they  were  hungry?” 

He  also  said,  "Whenever  you  refused  to 
help  one  of  these  poor  ones,  you  refused 
to  help  me.” 

I  hope  the  General  Conference  and  the 
building  of  the  fine  hotel  is  more  im¬ 
portant  than  saving  the  lives  of  God's 
children,  for  I  am  sure  He  is  going  to  ask 
that  it  be  proven. 

C.  A.  Ward 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

All  the  news  is  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  Mrs.  Seuter's  letter  in  the 
July  4  issue  of  TM/  UMR,  I  fear  we  need 
much  more  "spiritual  enlightenment”  in 
our  news  everywhere. 

But  news  is  news,  and  church  news  can 
show  spiritual  enlightenment  only  when 
the  church  concerned  returns  to  its 
mission  of  spirituality,  rather  than 
promoting  innumerable  radical  —  not  to 
say  immoral  —  "isms.” 

Our  boards  and  commissions  tell  us 
only  what  they  think  the  moronic  layman 
should  know,  and  our  bishops  seem  to 
fear  crossing  them.  Even  now  we  have  to 
go  to  the  "extreme  rightist”  periodicals 
for  many  of  our  facts. 

Would  Mrs.  Seuter  have  us  fold  our 
hands  in  self-righteous  complacency 
while  the  church  slides  to  perdition?  Give 
us  ALL  news,  good  and  bad,  Mr.  Editor. 
Congratulations  on  a  job  so  far  well  done ! 

Son  Fesler 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Kent  State  aid  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

The  stand  the  UMC  has  taken  on  the 
Kent  State  affair,  especially  the  work  of 
The  Rev.  John  Adams,  will  have  long- 
lasting  results,  undoubtedly  (see 
TM/  UMR,  June  20  and  July  4).  To  have 
let  the  matter  drop  might  have  hastened 
the  day  of  a  police  state,  a  day  and  time 
when  all  of  us  would  have  had  to  live  in 
fear  of  law  enforcers,  rather  than  having 
them  as  our  protectors,  as  we  do  now.  I 
think  Mr.  Adams  and  the  plaintiffs  in  the 
trial  are  standing  up  for  us  and  for  future 
generations,  protecting  our  rights  as 
citizens  of  a  free  land,  where  the  people 
make  the  laws  rather  than  laws  making 
people. 

My  prayers  and  heartfelt  thanks  go  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  John 
Adams  for  this  action. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Collins 
Houston,  Texas 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

I  never  cease  to  be  amazed  at  how 
much  more  children  understand  —  about 
theology  and  other  things  —  than  we 
usually  give  them  credit  for. 

When  our  daughter  had  her  fourth 
birthday  last  December,  Dottie  and  I 
decided  it  was  time  for  her  to  begin  at¬ 
tending  worship  services  rather  than 
staying  in  the  nursery  during  church.  But 
what  should  we  do  on  Communion 
Sundays?  After  considerable  discussions 
as  to  whether  Delilah  should  be  allowed 
to  take  Communion  now  or  wait  until 
she's  old  enough  to  understand  its 
meaning,  we  opted  for  the  former.  We 
decided  that,  even  for  adults,  Com¬ 
munion  Is  a  mystery  that  is  never  fully 
appreciated  or  understood;  since  we 
regularly  expect  our  daughter  to  sit 
through  worship  services,  we  should  not 
deny  her  participation  in  this  Important 
part  of  the  Christian  life  even  though  her 
understanding  Is  very  limited. 

On  a  recent  Sunday,  I  assisted  with  the 
administration  of  Holy  Communion  at 
the  local  church  we  attend.  It  was 
Inevitable  that  I  would  be  in  the  position 
of  serving  Communion  to  Delilah,  and 
then  having  to  deal  with  her  subsequent 
questions  and  comments. 

Sure  enough,  after  church  she  came  to 
me  with  a  beaming  smile  on  her  face  and 
said:  "Daddy,  I  sure  liked  that  good 
homemade  bread  and  grape  juice  you 
gave  me  at  Communion." 


My  first  inclination  was  to  scold  and 
correct  her  for  apparently  regarding 
something  so  sacred  as  Holy  Communion 
as  “refreshments."  Instead,  1  stalled, 
saying:  "I’m  glad;  let’s  talk  about  it 
later.” 

As  I  subsequently  reflected  anew  on 
the  mystery  of  Holy  Communion  — 
where  we  symbolically  "give  Christ"  and 
"receive  Christ"  in  the  bread  and  grape 
juice,  I  thought:  “What  more  meaningful 
reaction  could  one  hope  for  from  a  child 
than  "That  was  good;  I  like  that’?" 

So  when  the  subject  came  up  again,  I 
was  ready.  "I’m  glad  you  liked  the  bread 
and  grape  juice  at  Communion,"  I  said. 
"But  really,  we're  not  just  eating  the 
bread  and  drinking  the  grape  juice  like 
refreshments.  When  we  take  Com¬ 
munion,  we  are  given  just  a  little  bread 
and  grape  juice  to  make  us  think  about 
God  and  all  He's  given  us.  Like  He 
created  the  sky  and  the  sun  and  the 
stars ..." 

"And  the  trees,  and  the  bushes,  and  the 
grass,"  she  chimed  In. 

"And  the  flowers  and  the  rain  which 
makes  them  grow,"  I  added. 

"And  you  know  the  creation  He  made 
that  Is  the  most  wondrous  of  all  Dad?," 
she  asked.  “He  made  Jesus  and  He  made 
us." 

What  could  any  theologian  add  to  that? 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Bradenton 

Florida 


JllDLJnJDUJa,  Doo! 

A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotlo  west  ooaet  of  Florida. 
Itfaoee  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  ’round.  And  it  faoes  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking' 
dlstanoe  to  ohurohes,  library,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It’s  seoure.  It’s  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  muoh  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBUR  Y  TOWERS  Is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  Information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 

An  agancy  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  tha  Florida  Confaranca  of  Tha  Unltad  Mathodlat  Church,  but  non- 
Mctarlan  In  Its  banaflta. 
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UMC  camping  making  comeback 

Trend  viewed  both  positively  and  negatively  by  church  officials 


Editor's  Note:  Church  camps:  Are  they 
Christian  tools  or  outdated  baggage? 
TM/  UMR  Staff  Writer  Sharon  Mlelke 
asked  several  United  Methodist  officials 
across  the  country  that  question  last 
week  and  filed  the  following  report. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

For  more  than  a  decade  United 
Methodist  Church  camps  have  been 
declining  in  attendance.  Now  they  are 
making  a  comeback. 

Whether  that  is  viewed  as  “good  news” 
or  “bad  news”  seems  to  depend  on  who  is 
doing  the  viewing. 

Among  those  enthusiastic  about  the 
trend  is  Melvin  Moody,  consultant  on 
camping,  leisure  and  outdoor  education 
in  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

“Church  camping  is  on  the  upswing  in 
United  Methodism,”  Mr.  Moody  said. 
"Camping  peaked  about  15  years  ago  and 
went  into  a  long  decline  in  the  1960’s.  The 
trend  in  attendance  and  interest  started 
climbing  in  the  last  four  years. 

“Every  jurisdiction  has  experienced 
an  increase  in  attendance  and  early 
reports  indicate  1975  is  way  ahead  of  the 
last  five  years,”  he  said. 


The  main  reasons  cited  for  the  increase 
are: 

•  The  whole  country  is  camping  and 
the  church  is  benefitting  from  the  trend  ; 

•  There  is  an  explosion  of  new  forms 
and  specialty  camps; 

•  Local  churches  and  districts  are 
doing  more  camping  on  their  own; 

•  Adult  and  family  camping  has 
mushroomed; 

•  Camping  has  become  a  year-round 
activity. 

On  the  other  side,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Keysor,.  Wilmore,  Ky.,  pastor  who 
founded  the  “Good  News  Movement” 
reports  he  has  perceived  diminished 
interest  in  church  camping  among 
evangelicals  in  the  church.  He  believes 
this  is  due  to  a  shift  in  emphasis  away 
from  conversion. 

Basic  purpose  not  changed 

But  people  responsible  for  conference 
camp  programming  maintain  that  the 
basic  purpose  has  not  changed  —  ‘  ‘to  help 
campers  experience  the  Christian  faith 
in  relationship  to  each  other,  to  God’s 
world  and  to  God.” 

The  Rev.  Dick  Wills,  associate  council 
director,  youth  ministries,  Florida 
Conference,  reported  “there  is  a  new 


concern  for  commitment  to  God,  Jesus 
Christ,  renewal  and  nurture.  We  are 
trying  to  be  more  explicit  about  com¬ 
mitment  in  our  camps." 

And  in  Minnesota,  conference  director 
of  nurture,  Lauritz  Nielsen,  said  their 
camps  are  adding  more  solid  Biblical 
input.  “The  church  in  general  wants  it.” 

Mr.  Moody  said  the  “one  definite 
change"  in  camping  during  the  last  30 
years  of  his  involvement  has  been  the 
switch  from  formalized  Biblical  in¬ 
struction  in  large  assemblies  to  small 
group  camping  with  the  emphasis  on 
“making  the  Bible  come  alive  in  a  living 
experience.” 

"For  example,  reconciliation,  love  and 
forgiveness  can  be  demonstrated.  When 
a  small  group  is  together  for  six  days,  24 
hours  a  day,  there  is  going  to  be  conflict. 
Reconciliation  can  actually  occur  instead 
of  just  talking  about  it.” 

Church  camp  used  to  mean  waiting 
until  one  was  either  in  junior  or  senior 
high  to  attend  a  large  assembly  of 
several  hundred  people,  and  going  to 
formal  classes,  worship  services  and 
recreation. 

Not  so  now.  Today  church  camping 
begins  with  elementary  ages,  usually 
fifth  grade,  and  ranges  through  adult, 
family  and  senior  citizen  programming. 

Specialty  camps  increase 

Not  only  are  more  age  levels  included, 
but  varieties  of  specialty  camps  have 
blossomed,  particularly  for  junior  and 
senior  highs.  Generally,  these  are  travel 
camps  based  off  of  conference  camp  sites 
and  include  backpacking  trips,  trail 
hikes,  bicycle,  canoe  and  sailing  trips. 
These  are  reported  "filled  up”  in  almost 
every  instance. 

Workcamps  are  another  popular  option 
for  teens.  (See  article  on  workcamps  in 
this  issue.) 

While  specialty  camps  continue  to 
boom,  “there  is  a  real  return  of  kids  to 
large  camps”  several  conference  leaders 
noted.  They  speculate  these  conference 
or  institute  type  camps  are  on  the  up¬ 
swing  because  of  better  programs  and 
more  involvement  of  pastors. 

The  "tight  economic  situation”  has 
made  family  camps  even  more  popular 
this  summer,  Mr.  Nielsen  reported.  And 
Mr.  Moody  said  family  camps  have  been 
expanding  almost  everywhere. 

Although  participation  is  increasing, 
“uneven  leadership  and  training”  were 
described  as  a  source  of  some  complaints 
by  Dr.  Irwin  Trotter,  Southern 


Chapel  in  the  clubhouse 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Rev.  Tom  Skinner,  the  evangelist  who  was  once  a  Harlem 
gang  leader,  talks  to  players  in  the  Philadelphia  Phillies  clubhouse  prior  to  a  game 
with  the  Mets  in  New  York's  Shea  Stadium.  In  the  background  are  outfielder  California-Arizona  Conference  program 

Tommy  Hutton  [left]  and  catcher  Bob  Boone.  Mr.  Skinner,  who  has  been  an  director, 
unofficial  team  chaplain  for  the  Washington  Redskins  of  the  National  Football 
League  for  several  years,  was  conducting  a  pre-game  service  as  part  of  his  work 
with  the  Baseball  Chapel  program. 

,u. *fU  nebiando  tiniHrw  sns  Cn* 

Baseball  Chapel  organizes  Sunday  pre-game  clubhouse  services  for  a  . number  of 
major  league  teams,  providing  speakers  who  include  sports  figures,  businessmen 
und  clergy.  On  a  recent  Sunday,  for  instance.  14  teams  held  services  and  247  players 
attended. 
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Spanish  communications 
expansion  is  proposed 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  A 
preliminary  proposal  to  expand  com¬ 
munications  services  within  United 
Methodism’s  Spanish-speaking  com¬ 
munity  is  expected  to  be  ready  for 
consideration  in  September,  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  here  July  7. 

The  projected  recommendation  will  be 
drafted  by  the  editorial  board  for  "El 
Interprete,”  the  quarterly  Spanish- 
language  edition  of  the  denomination’s 
national  journal,  "The  Interpreter,”  for 
consideration  by  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications  (JCC). 


The  action  comes  at  a  time  when  new 
opportunities  for  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  church  and  ethnic  groups  with¬ 
in  it  are  presenting  themselves,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Roy  D.  Barton,  chairman 
of  the  editorial  board  for  “El  Interprete.” 
Dr.  Barton  is  director  of  a  Hispanic 
program  at  Southern  Methodist 
University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
and  a  director  of  JCC. 

"There  is  a  new  awareness  on  the  part 
of  the  church  to  the  needs  of  all  ethnic 
minority  groups,”  Dr.  Barton  said. 


<?. 

(live  a  hand  up, 
not  a  hand  out. 


The  annual  apportionment 
is  six  million  dollars. 

Six  million  dollars  lo 
keep  12  l>laek  colleges 
of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  o|h*ii,  ojH'iahle 
and  staffed  with  qualitied 
jHTsonnel  and  aeeiedited 
courses. 

Twelve  predominately 
black  colleges  where 
students  may  realize 
their  maximum  academic. 


social,  cultural  and 
religious  development. 

Nix  million  dollars 
may  sound  like  a  lot  of 
money,  hut  when  it  comes 
right  down  to  it... when 
it  comes  right  down  to  a 
student's  future,  we 
don't  think  it's  asking 
a  lot  at  all. 

Wi  re  tlic  l»es<  hope 
lliev  li;ive. 


staffing  develops,”  he  maintains. 

The  catch  in  this  concept  is  that  a 
campsite  usually  must  be  large  enough  to 
have  three  or  four  different  areas' 
operating  simultaneously.  Many  of  the 
400  United  Methodist  camps  simply  are 
not  that  large. 

Changes  in  camping  styles,  un¬ 
certainty  about  future  directions  and  the 
difficulty  and  expense  of  buying  land 
have  created  enormous  headaches  in 
several  annual  conferences. 

Southwest  Texas  "snatched  defeat 
from  the  jaws  of  victory,”  according  to 
one  conference  source,  by  turning  down 
both  an  opportunity  to  purchase  a  1,091 
acre  ranch  as  vyell  as  a  proposal  to 
rebuild  their  present  Mount  Wesley  site. 
The  Florida  Conference  defeated  a 
proposed  motel-type  retreat  center  this 
year.  Then  again,  on  the  basis  of  a 
utilization  study,  Minnesota  built  two 
new  retreat  centers,  is  enlarging  another 
and  updating  a  fourth. 

While  a  total  valuation  of  all  United 
Methodist  camp  sites  is  not  available, 
Mr.  Moody  said  they  range  in  value  from 
$150,000  to  $3  million.  Statistics  are  in¬ 
complete,  he  believes,  because  many 
annual  conferences  don’t  have  an  up-to- 
date  evaluation  of  their  camp  properties. 

In  any  case,  camps  represent  a  big 
investment,  and  decisions  about  buying 
or  selling  them  don’t  come  easily. 

Critics  maintain  they  are  not  used 
enough  to  justify  their  cost;  camps  are 
diversifying  and  decentralizing  to 
district  and  local  church  sponsorship; 
and  rivers,  lakes,  and  other  sites  are 
available  everywhere  for  a  nominal  fee. 

Not  so,  say  conference  camp  leaders. 
Camps  are  busier  than  ever  on  a  year 
round  basis  with  retreats,  confirmation 
camps  and  local  church  events  filling 
them  up  in  addition  to  rentals  to  other 
groups. 


Program  growing 

Work  camps  combat 
paternalistic  image 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
The  work  camp  concept  is  back  in  the 
church  polished  up  as  a  serious  form  of 
evangelism  after  suffering  from  a  tar¬ 
nished,  paternalistic  image  several 
years. 

Workcamps  are  a  "way  of  expressing 
God's  love  through  our  hands,”  said 
Glenn  "Tex”  Evans,  the  65-year-old 
founder  of  the  Appalachia  Service 
Project  (ASP)  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship, 

Mr.  Evans,  who  was  superintendent  of 
Henderson  Settlement  in  Kentucky  for  13 


the  church  today 


£  The  Black 

49  ( lollc^c  Fund 

l\().  Box  871,  Nashville.  Tennessee  87202 


A  good  camping  experience  "depends 
on  the  counselor  sharing  a  faith,”  Mr. 
Moody  said,  and  acknowledged  that 
improving  the  training  of  directors  and 
counselors  is  a  major  concern  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

,  The  voluntary  nature  of  camp  coun¬ 
seling  is  part  of  the  problem.  Mr. 
Moody  said  he  wouldn’t  want  to  see  the 
church  move  away  from  volunteer 
counselors  to  a  paid  staff  because 
volunteers  "are  people  from  local 
churches  who  have  an  investment  in 
church  camps.” 

Director-manager  concept 

Mr.  Moody  said  he  encourages  con¬ 
ferences  to  put  more  money  into  training 
and  in  hiring  director-managers  for  each 
camp  rather  than  in  more  buildings.  The  ' 
director-manager  concept  not  only  has  a 
person  care  for  physical  maintenance 
but  also  plan  program,  recruit  and  train 
staff,  and  go  into  local  churches  with 
interpretive  information  on  camps. 
“Where  these  are  operating,  better 

Ethnic  minority 
meetings  set 
for  four  groups 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  —  Saving 
and  strengthening  ethnic  minority 
churches  will  be  the  major  goal  of  four 
small  United  Methodist  gatherings 
spread  across  five  weeks  this  fall. 

The  mini-consultations  are  to  respond 
‘to  research  and  strategy  recom¬ 
mendations  whose  preparation  was 
advanced  by  a  July  7-8  meeting  here  of 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Churches  Con¬ 
sultation  Task  Force. 

The  meetings,  with  one  minority  group 
dominant  in  each,  will  be  Sept.  26-27  in 
Oklahoma  City  for  Native  Americans, 
Oct.  2-3 in  Erlanger,  Ky.,  for  blacks;  Oct. 
10-11,  probably  in  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  for 
Hispanic-Americans,  and  Oct.  31-Nov.  1 
in  Oakland,  Calif.,  for  Asian- Americans. 

While  each  will  be  limited  to  30  per¬ 
sons,  it  will  include  a  variety  of  lay  and 
ordained  persons,  men  and  women, 
youth  and  adults,  local  and  national 
leadership,  a  cross-section  nominated  by 
members  of  the  task  force  and  to  be 
invited.  The  Rev.  George  H.  Outen  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  staff  in  Nashville, 
chairperson,  said  It  is  "recognized  that 
not  every  element  can  be  represented"  in 
so  small  a  group,  but  that  he  hopes  the 
resulting  report  will  cover  the  interests 
of  all  groups, 

The  project  grows  out  of  action  last 
March  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  which  appointed  to  an  "im¬ 
mediate  crisis”  for  the  ethnic  minority 
church  and  ordered  the  study.  Its  goal  is 
"to  mobilize  all  segments  of  our  church 
toward  saving,  preserving,  strengthen¬ 
ing  and  empowering  the  ethnic  minority 
churches." 

By  Sept.  1  the  research  committee  is  to 
have  assembled  their  findings  and  made 
strategy  recommendations. 


120  sponsors  still  needed 
for  Vietnamese  refugees 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  has 
successfully  found  local  church  sponsors 
for  380  of  the  500  Vietnamese  refugee 
families  the  church  has  agreed  to  help 
resettle,  according  to  UMCOR  officials 
here;  120  sponsors  are  still  needed. 

UMCOR  officials  said  the  resettlement 
project  has  not  moved  along  as  rapidly  as 
they  had  initially  hoped  when  the  church 
agreed  to  become  involved  in  early  May. 
They  said,  however,  that  the  "snags” 
have  come  more  from  government  red 
tape  than  from  local  church  response  to 
the  program. 

Clergymen  urge  normalized 
relations  with  Havana 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  While 
neither  supports  the  Castro  regime,  two 
U.S.-based  Cuban  clergymen  told  a 
Congressional  subcommittee  here  that 
Washington  should  normalize  relations 
with  Havana  for  humanitarian  and 
political  reasops. 

The  Rev.  Manuel  Viera  of  Tampa  and 
the  Rev.  Michael  Germinal  Rivas  of 
Boston,  both  United  Methodists,  said  the 
current  situation  of  isolation  and  em¬ 
bargo  prevents  reunification  of 
separated  families  and  increases  "the 
potential  for  confrontation  rather  than 
dialogue  between  our  two  peoples.” 

Mr.  Viera  and  Mr.  Rivas  contended 
that  the  10-year-old  U.S.  trade  embargo 
against  Cuba  has  “provided  Castro  with 
a  ready-made  explanation  for  some  of  his 
past  failures  in  economic  development” 
and  for  justification  of  "repressive 
measures  used  to  maintain  domestic 
order.” 

Jerusalem  convention  site 
for  Jesus  study 

OAKLAND  PARK,  FLA.  —  A  Biblical 
studies  convention  led  by  world  known 
scholars  living  in  the  Holy  Land  is 
scheduled  for  Jan:  27  -  Feb.  2,  1976,  in 
Jerusalem.  The  convention  for  clergy 
and  laity  was  announced  here  by 
Educational  Opportunities,  Inc.  (non¬ 
profit)  plus  the  Advisory  Committee  for 
Continuing  Education  of  Clergy  and 
Laity,  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe, 
Dallas,  chairperson. 

Prominent  Biblical  teachers  will  in¬ 
clude  Dr.  Murphv-p’ Connor,  Dr.  Albert 
Glock,  Dr.  Pierre  Benoit,  Dr.  Magen 
Broshi,  and  Dr.  Aharoni.  The  theme  of 
the  convention  is  Jesus:  His  Life,  His 
Time,  His  Land,  His  Hebrew  Faith. 

The  basic  cost  is  $799.  Inquiries  should 
be  sent  to:  Educational  Opportunities, 
P.O.  Box  23446,  Oakland  Park,  Fla.  33307. 
Religion  newswriters 
awarded  1975  prizes 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.  (RNS)  -  The 
Houston  Chronicle  and  reporters  on  the 
St.  Petersburg  (Fla.)  Times  and  Ann 
Arbor  (Mich.)  News  won  the  1975  prizes 
of  the  Religion  Newswriters  Association. 

Made  up  of  reporters  who  write  on 
religion  for  the  secular  media,  the 
association  annually  makes  three 
awards  named  in  memory  of  outstanding 
religion  reporters. 

The  Chronicle  received  the  Harold  J. 
Schachern  Award  for  excellence  in  its 
religion  pages.  Louis  Moore  is  religion 
editor  of  the  Texas  daily.  The  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  TM/  UMR 
editor  general  manager,  was  one  of  three 
judges  making  this  award. 

NCC  to  inform  men  on 
draft-related  charges 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  National 


Council  of  Churches’  unit  has  opened  c 
six-month  "crash”  program  to  inform 
thousands  of  young  men  they  are  not 
subject  to  prosecution  on  draft-related 
charges. 

The  Special  Ministries/  Vietnam 
Generation  Office  will  also  provide  free 
legal  advice  to  a  relatively  small  number 
of  men  who  are  in  legal  jeopardy  but  may 
have  a  chance  to  clear  themselves. 

Of  an  original  192,000  men  charged 
with  some  form  of  draft  violation,  only 
4,400  continue  to  be  in  jeopardy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  list  provided  to  the  .NCC 
agency  by  Sen.  Edward  M.  Kennedy  (D- 
Mass.). 

Thousands  can  move  "above  ground” 
if  advised  they  are  not  sought,  and  that 
information  may  be  obtained  by  collect 
calls  to  National  Council  established 
numbers  in  New  York  (212  870-2116)  and 
Winnipeg  (204  774-9323) 

Methodist  Federation 
presents  ‘socialist  alternative’ 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  (UMC)  —  A  year¬ 
long  study  of  socialism,  as  an  alternative 
to  "the  present  crisis,”  plus  resolutions 
on  homosexuality  and  on  military 
chaplains,  were  adopted  here  July  4-6  by 
the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  . 
Action  (MFSA). 

Some  60  persons  from  eight  states 
attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
federation,  which  has  no  official 
relationship  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  study  of  socialism,  in  line  with 
MFSA’s  constitution,  is  outlined  as 
"study/  action/  reflection  on  the  un¬ 
derlying  causes  of  the  present  crisis” 
(economic,  political  and  moral),  in¬ 
cluding  "a  careful  examination  of  the 
socialist  alternative  in  the  light  of  the 
Gospel.”  It  plans  to  seek  dialogue  with 
other  Christians  engaged  in  similar 
.  study. 

UMC  aid  begins 
for  flood  victims 
in  N.  Dakota 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

FARGO,  N.  D.  —  United  Methodist  aid 
efforts  have  begun  in  eastern  North 
Dakota  and  northwestern  Minnesota  in 
the  wake  of  torrential  rains  which  have 
flooded  the  Red  River  Valley  destroying 
crops  and  driving  hundreds  of  persons 
from  their  homes. 

Church  groups  have  joined  with  each 
other  and  with  secular  agencies  to  begin 
planning  long-range  relief  efforts  for 
those  persons  who  have  suffered  crop 
and  personal  property  loss.  Aid  is  im¬ 
mediately  underway  for  hundreds  of 
Mexlcan-Amerlcan  farm  workers  who 
have  lost  both  their  personal  possessions 
and  farm-related  Jobs  due  to  the  floods. 

The  United  Methodist  North  Dakota 
Conference  has  sent  out  a  request  to  the 
church-at-large  for  aid  in  the  situation. 
So  far,  response  has  come  from  the  Iowa 
Conference  through  a  donation  of  $1,500. 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  has  been  contacted  by  the 
conference  also  and  Is  presently 
beginning  to  assess  needs  here. 

Church  property  damage  was  not 
widespread,  but  included  major  damage 
to  church  buildings  at  Sheldon  and 
Enderlln,  N.  D.,  as  well  as  damage  to  a 
parsonage  at  Milnor,  N.  D.  At  Enderlln, 
flood  waters  destroyed  all  records  and 
conference  files  from  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church 
conference. 


years,  got  the  idea  of  taking  high  school 
youth  and  their  counselors  into  needy 
areas  and  helping  folks  fix  up  their 
homes  seven  years  ago.  He  started  with 
200  work -campers. 

This  summer  more  than  5,000  youth 
and  adult  counselors  from  220  local 
churches  are  working  directly  with 
Hispanic,  Black,  Native  American,  and 
Appalachian  families  at  12  different 
centers  spread  across  the  country  from 
Kentucky  to  California.  More  than  2,500 
had  to  be  turned  away  and  signed  up  for 
1976. 

Mr.  Evans  admits  there  are  people  who 
still  think  work  camps  are  paternalistic. 
His  response  to  this  charge  is  to  read  a 
portion  of  scripture  from  Matt.  25:  "I 
was  naked  and  you  clothed  me,  I  was  sick 
and  you  visited  me, .  .  .”  my  house  was 
falling  down,  and  you  helped  me  fix  it  up. 

“If  caring  is  paternalistic,  all  right. 
But,  we  don’t  seek  to  control  persons  in 
any  way.  We  accept  them  just  as  they 
are.  We  don’t  care  about  their  race, 
politics,  marital  status  or  whatever,” 
Mr.  Evans  said. 

"We  work  directly  with  families,”  he 
added.  “Youngsters  come  in  highly 
motivated  and  fall  in  love  with  the 
families.  There  is  a  tremendous  amount 
of  love  and  affection  expressed.” 

This  is  evangelism 

"I  believe  we  bear  witness  to  the  gospel 
when  we  participate  with  God  in  the 
suffering  oF the  world.  Seriously,  this  is 
evangelism.” 

The  ASP  works  primarily  with  people 
who  own  their  own  homes,  but  who  have 
no  alternative  way  to  get  their  home 
repaired.  In  every  case  local  community 
workers  help  identify  families  most  in 
need  of  assistance.  When  rental 
properties  are  repaired,  the  owner  must 
agree  in  advance  to  not  raise  the  rent 
because  of  the  improvements. 

Workcampers  normally  arrive  at  one 
of  the  centers  on  Sunday  afternoon  and 
begin  a  week  of  six  to  eight  hour  days  on 
Monday  morning.  Mr.  Evans  said  em¬ 
phatically  that  “these  are  work  camps. 
We  don’t  want  any  goof-offs.” 

After  a  week  of  painting,  patching 
roofs,  sheetrocking,  adding  screens  or 
fences,  the  workcampers  leave  for  home 
after  breakfast  Saturday  morning.  (The 
ASP  provides  cooks  to  prepare  three 
squares  each  day  at  the  centers.) 

Many  return  each  year 

Many  groups  come  back  every  year 
and  raise  money  during  the  year  to 
finance  their  trip  and  buy  supplies. 

Youth  at  Baldwin  Community  UMC, 
Pittsburgh,  raised  approximately  $3,000 
selling  "hoagies"  (submarine  sand¬ 
wiches)  which  they  make  from  scratch, 
to  pay  their  way.  Youth  from  this  church 
participated  every  summer  in  ASP  since 
1970. 

Asked  what  values  local  church 
leaders  see  in  the  ASP  for  their  youth,  the 
Rev.  John  Piper,  associate  pastor  at 
Baldwin  Community  UMC,  made  the 
following  observations. 

"The  main  thing  is  a  chance  to 
minister  to  real  need ;  to  put  Christianity 
to  work.  It’s  more  than  just  working  cm 
houses;  we  get  to  know  families.  And  the 
people  always  work  right  along  with  us. 

"Another  value  is  working  side  by  side 
with  people  of  another  culture,  and 
dealing  with  the  problems  these  people 
face.  And  there  is  carryover,”  Mr.  Piper 
noted.  "Kids  are  more  aware  of  needs  in 
our  community.”  Baldwin  Community 
UMC  is  a  large  suburban  congregation  in 
the  south  hills  of  Pittsburgh  located  near 
a  low  rent  housing  project.  He  said  the 
youth  have  engaged  in  a  tutoring 
program  and  helped  establish  a  thrift 
shop  In  the  housing  project. 

“Youth  go  through  a  process  of 
examining  their  own  middle  class  values 
and  work  through  that,”  the  Rev.  Bert 
Clayton,  Jefferson  UMC,  San  Antonio, 
Tx.  said.  The  Jefferson  group  traveled  to 
Kentucky  last  summer,  and  this  year  is 
helping  host  a  new  center  in  the  San 
Antonio  community. 

"One  Joy  is  Just  to  be  with  Tex  Evans 
and  feel  his  Christian  love,”  Mr.  Piper 
concluded. 

In  Tex  Evans'  theology  the  four  things 
everyone  needs  are  to  be  loved,  to  be 
accepted,  to  own  something  and  to  create 
something  worthwhile.  “We  minister  to 
these  needs  in  both  the  youngsters  who 
participate  and  in  the  families  we  help,” 
he  said. 
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British  Methodism  falters 

Leader  says  church  is  in  membership  crisis 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

/  "K 


LIVERPOOL  (RNS)  -  British 
Methodism  is  “not  entering  a  crisis,  we 
are  in  a  crisis,”  according  to  the  retiring 
president  of  the  Conference,  the  Rev.  J. 
Russell  Pope. 

He  made  the  comment  in  an  address  to 
the  pastoral  Session  of  Conference 
Ministers. 

Mr.  Pope,  who  has  been  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  A.  Raymond  George,  said 
Methodism,  in  common  with  all  other 
churches,  was  facing  two  formidable 
problems  from  which  others  stemmed. 
The  first  was  finance  —  all  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  that  followed  inflation  at  local 
church  and  circuit  level.  But  the  graver 
crisis  was  the  loss  of  membership,  he 
said. 


•  “How  long,”  he  asked,  “can  we  survive 
if  we  go  on  losing  some  15,000  members  a 
year?  You  will  hear  at  this  conference 
that  we  have  lost  45,000  members  in  the 
last  three  years,  and  50,000  members  in 
the  preceding  three  years  —  95,000  in  six 
years. 

“Leslie  Davison  (a  former  conference 
president)  was  always  reminding  us  that 
for  every  250  members  we  lose,  we  lose 
the  support  of  a  minister.  So  the  ministry 
declines  in  strict  proportion  to  the 
membership.” 

Mr.  Pope  said  the  last  50  years  had 
seen  the  rapid  decline  of  Christianity  in 
the  West.  “When  one  asks  why  this  could 
not  be  arrested,  one  is  met  with  a 
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barrage  of  questions.  But  when  even1 
reason  is  offered  and  every  excuse  made 
for  our  decline,  we  must  remember  we 
are  followers  of  One  who  told  us  *to  go 
into  all  the  world  and  make  disciples  ' 
What  has  happened  to  our  allegiance  and 
obedience  when  out  of  8,669  churches. 
6,292  of  them  did  not  make  a  single  new 
member  last  year?” 

Statement 
of  theology 
is  desired 

LIVERPOOL  (RNS)  -  Christians 
don’t  need  a  new  theology  but  do  need  a 
new  statement  of  their  theology,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  A.  Raymond  George 
when  he  delivered  his  presidential  ad 
dress  as  the  coming  year’s  president  of 
Britain's  Methodist  Conference. 

Mr.  George,  senior  tutor  at  Wesley 
College,  Bristol,  spoke  before  690 
ministers  and  laymen  attending  the 
Annual  Conference.  He  said: 

“We  need  today  not  a  new  theology, 
which  for  those  who  believe  in  a  unique 
revelation  would  inevitably  be  a  false 
theology,  but  a  new  statement  of  our 
theology.  I  do  not  mean  its  destruction  or 
alteration  out  of  all  recognition. 

“I  refer  rather  to  that  task  of  defending 
the  faith  which  was  undertaken  by  the 
apologists  in  the  early  centuries,  by 
Aquinas  who  put  more  clearly  than 
anyone  the  way  of  speaking  of  God  in 
analogies,  and  indeed  by  philosophical 
and  systematic  theologians  in  every  age, 
a  task  in  which  every  minister  and  local 
preacher  willy-nilly  shares. 

"We  must  formulate  the  rich  and 
permanent  truths  of  the  faith  in  the 
language  and  culture  of  our  age. 
proclaim  them  with  humble  confidence, 
and  embody  them  in  our  worship.” 

“Even  more  than  a  new  statement  we 
need  a  deeper  concern  for  theology,  both 
new  and  old,”  he  said.  "And  I  urge  all 
Methodists,  not  to  a  new  task,  but  to  a 
fresh  concentration  on  this  side  of  our 
task.  We  have  spent  long  hours  on 
ecumenical  discussion,  on  restructuring 
(of  the  Methodist  Church),  some  of  us  on 
new  liturgies  —  all  of  them  important 
But  these  things  do  not  by  themselves 
bring  the  kingdom. 

“I  call  you  now  not  only  to  concern  for 
a  more  just  world,  not  only  to  witness  for 
Christ  and  his  church  but  also  to  a 
renewed  conviction  about  the  importance 
of  theology  and  the  centrality  of  worship 
In  thinking  afresh  how !  to  commend  the 
gospel  to  others  in  the  thought-forms  of 
today,  we  shall  find  our  own  convictions 
deepened  and  our  worship  enriched.’ 


Round  table  group  asks  question: 

Can  UMC  have  single  periodical  voice? 


By  ANDERS  R.  LUNT 
Special  To  TM/  UMR 

PHILADELPHIA  —  “You  have  a 
terrific  asset  .  .  .  but  it’s  also  your 
biggest  problem.”  This  reference  to  the 
diversity  and  pluralism  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  by  Henry  McCorkle, 
editor  of  “The  Episcopalian”,  reflected 
the  sense  of  frustration  felt  by  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  second  of  three  regional 
round  table  discussions  aimed  at 
assessing  the  future  of  general  church 
periodicals  for  the  denomination. 

Meeting  here  July  9  and  10,  the  par¬ 
ticipants  returned  time  and  again  to  the 
question  of  whether  a  denomination 
which  is  so  large  and  diverse  can  have  a 
single  national  periodical  that  speaks 
with  one  voice  to  or  for  the  whole  church. 

Sane  felt  as  Harry  Johnson,  a  layman 
from  Brookline,  Mass.,  that  “no  matter 
what  way  we  come  at  it  there  seems  to  be 
a  need  for  a  national  publication.” 

But  others  agreed  with  Charles 
Keysor,  editor  of  the  evangelical 
magazine  "Good  News,”  that  “our 
diversity  is  so  complete  that  a  single 
publication  is  not  possible  because  the 
only  thing  we  really  have  in  common  is 
membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church." 

Participants  came  closest  to 
agreement  in  their  response  to  a  paper 
by  Bishop  Otto  Nall.  He  suggests  that, 
because  of  our  diversity,  any  general 
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church  periodical  should  provide  a  forum 
or  place  for  interaction  among  the 
diverse  factions. 

Sharing  in  the  round  table,  along  with 
two  dozen  United  Methodist  clergy  and 
laity,  were  the  editors  of  national 
magazines  of  three  other  denominations. 
Ed  Trexler,  editor  of  “The  Lutheran,”  a 
magazine  with  a  national  circulation  of 
more  than  500,000,  chided  the  par¬ 
ticipants  for  dwelling  on  their  diversity 
as  a  burden,  remarking  that  “you  may 
have  diversity  and  pluralism,  but  there  is 
some  reason  these  people  are  in  a  church 
named  United  Methodist.” 

Editor  E.  L.  Homewood,  of  the  United 
Church  of  Canada  "Observer,”  at¬ 
tributed  his  magazine’s  success  to 
frequent  reader  surveys  which  enables  it 
to  maintain  flexibility  and  credibility, 
adding  that  "there  is  no  point  in  being  out 
there  if  you  are  not  being  read.” 

While  participants  in  the  Philadelphia 
round  table  echoed  many  of  the 
frustrations  experienced  by  the  group 
which  met  in  Little  Rock  several  weeks 
ago.  they  diverged  on  one  key  point. 

Members  of  the  Little  Rock  group  had 
preferred  to  bypass  discussions  of 
philosophy  in  order  to  concentrate  on 
specific  options  for  the  future.  But 
participants  in  the  second  meeting 
exhibited  a  desire  for  a  more  thorough 
discussion  of  a  theology  of  com¬ 
munication  before  proceeding  to 
pragmatic  concerns. 

Jim  L.  Waits,  professor  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  saw  it  as  “symp¬ 
tomatic  that  we've  failed  to  deal  with 
theological  issues."  The  group  seemed  to 


The  South  Indiana  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  Is 
accepting  applications  for  the 
position  of  Business  Manager- 
Treasurer.  The  position  Involves 
supervision  of  all  financial  aspects 
of  the  conference,  wherein  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  record 
keeping  and  investment 
procedures  is  essential.  Also  in¬ 
volved  is  supervision  of  staff  and 
ability  to  work  in  cooperation  with 
other  agencies  and  persons.  A 
familiarity  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  desirable;  a 
willingness  to  work  within  its 
policy  is  essential.  Send  resume  to 
Edward  Pinaire.  1210  Westwood 
Lane.  New  Albany,  Indiana  47150 
by  Sept.  1,  1975.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. 


Hearing  Loss  is  not 
a  Sign  of  Old  Age 

Chicago,  Ill.— A  free  offer  of  ■pe¬ 
dal  interest  to  those  who  hear  out 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  non¬ 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone’  aid  ever  made  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
requesting  it. 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model  now.  Wear  it  in  the  privacy 
of  your  ow  n  home  to  see  how  tiny 
hearing  help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to 
keep,  free.  The  actual  aid  weighs 
less  than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and 
it's  all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit.  No 
wires  lead  from  body  to  head. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no  cost, 
and  certainly  no  obligation.  Thou¬ 
sands  have  already  been  mailed, 
so  write  today  to  Dept. 4693. 
Beltone  Klectronics,  4201  W.  Vic¬ 
toria  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.  60646. 


agree  with  Bill  Richards,  staff  member 
of  the  Public  Media  Division  of  United 
Methodist  Communications,  that  they 
were  “stymied  by  the  lack  of  a 
satisfactory  theology  of  communication 
in  coming  to  grips  with  any  kind  of 
general  publication  for  the  person  in  the 
pew.” 

The  Philadelphia  group  agreed  with 
the  first  round  table,  though,  on  the  need 
for  some  means  of  sharing  news  and 
information.  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
staff  person  Betty  Thompson  summed  up 
the  consensus  with  her  observation  that 
"weekly  news  is  fundamental."  Little 
attention  was  given  to  options  in  this 
area,  however  since  participants  agreed 
that  this  function  was  adequately  per¬ 
formed  by  both  Newscope  and 
TM/  UMR. 

Other  than  a  general  periodical  and 
news,  the  only  specific  options  receiving 
detailed  consideration  were  a  journal  for 
religious  professionals  and  publications 
of  program  agencies. 

Information  received  from  the  three 
round  tables  will  be  compiled  and 
analyzed  by  a  staff  team,  who  will  then 
prepare  possible  options  for  adoption  by 
the  Joint  Council  on  Communications. 
From  the  JCC,  any  resulting  recom¬ 
mendations  will  go  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and,  ultimately,  to 
the  1976  General  Conference  for  action. 

Mr.  Lunt  is  editor  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference  “Circuit  Rider,"  a  confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

Navy  chaplain  notes 
changes  in  31  years 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  -  The 
changes  in  selection  and  duties  of  chap¬ 
lains  since  he  became  one  31  years  ago 
were  rung  here  by  Chaplain  (R.  Adm.) 
Francis  L.  Garrett,  in  his  retirement  as 
chief  of  the  U.S.  Navy  Chaplain  Corps. 

The  United  Methodist  minister  passed 
leadeship  of  the  corps  to  Chaplain  John  J. 
O'Connor,  a  Roman  Catholic,  in  cere¬ 
monies  here  June  27.  He  advised  that  the 
essential  command  is  the  same  as  that 
Moses  gave  Joshua  —  “go  forward.” 

Since  he  put  on  his  first  stripes  in 
March,  1944.  said  Mr.  Garrett,  the 
churches  have  become  far  more  selec¬ 
tive  in  their  selection  and  endorsement  of 
chaplains  for  the  military  services  and 
have  improved  their  relationships  with 
the  chaplains.  In  addition,  he  held,  it  is 
now  an  exception  when  any  chaplain  is 
deterred  from  doing  his  primary  duty  of 
serving  spiritual  needs  rather  than 
running  collateral  errands. 


Children  thank  children 

ARLINGTON.  Va.  —  Diung,  9.  and  Due.  7.  Truong  pay  a  visit  to  the  5th  and  6th 
grade  children  of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church's  Sunday  School  to  thank  them  for 
their  contribution  of  $8.85  to  the  Washington  Area  Refugee  Committee,  which  is 
helping  the  Vietnamese  children  and  their  mother  get  resettled.  Although  Dzung  and 
Due  only  speak  Vietnamese,  they  communicated  with  a  globe. 

The  Refugee  Committee,  organized  by  members  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church  in 
Georgetown,  has  grown  In  a  few  weeks  to  encompass  ecumenical  and  secular  ef¬ 
forts.  Funds  were  needed  and  the  children  from  the  United  Methodist  church  were 
among  the  first  to  respond.  religious  news  service  photo 

IWY  panel  discusses 
women  and  religion 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Dr.  Betty  J. 
Maynard,  Dallas,  attended  the  recent 
world  conference  of  the  International 
Women’s  Year  held  in  Mexico  City.  She  is 
a  United  Methodist  and  associate  dean  of 
the  school  of  humanities  and  sciences  at 
Southern  Methodist  University.  She 
served  as  TM/  UMR’s  special 
correspondent  at  the  conference  and  filed 
the  following  report  of  a  panel  discussion 
on  “Women  and  Religion." 

By  BETTY  J.  MAYNARD 
At  the  opening  of  the  United  Nation’s 
World  Conference  of  the  International 
Women’s  Year  (IWY),  Ms.  Helvi  Sipila, 
secretary-general  of  the  Conference 
quoted  the  English  poet  Matthew  Arnold : 
“If  ever  the  world  sees  a  time  when 
women  shall  come  together  purely  and 
simply  for  the  benefit  and  good  of 
mankind,  it  will  be  a  power  such  as  the 
world  has  never  known." 

This  theme  was  reiterated  in  a  special 
session  on  Women  and  Religion  at  the 
IWY  Tribune,  an  independent  forum  for 
representatives  of  non-governmental 
agencies  who  gathered  to  discuss  action- 
oriented  approaches  to  the  issues  of  the 
conference  —  equality,  development  and 
peace. 

The  panel  on  Women  and  Religion, 
organized  by  Ms.  Deborah  Wolf,  U.N. 
delegate  for  Church  Women  United,  was 
the  culmination  of  several  smaller 
groups  which  were  concerned  that  more 
emphasis  be  placed  on  spiritual  values  at 
such  conferences. 

Ms.  Marjorie  Artus  of  Great  Britian’s 
Women’s  Universalist  Movement  saw 
the  power  of  women  for  good  in  their 
action  as  “custodians  of  spiritual 
values.  The  world  needs  attributes  of 
the  heart  and  this  is  where  women  come 
in.  Women  have  good  minds  but  women 
also  collectively  have  power  for  good 
which  stems  from  maternal  capacity.” 

A  Presbyterian  from  Trinidad,  Ms. 
Dorinda  Sampath  of  the  Caribbean 
Conference  of  Churches,  insisted  that 
religion  must  be  de-sexified.  “God 
created  us  to  be  interdependent,  but 
women  contend  with  vertical  oppression 
from  men  and  horizontal  oppression 
from  women,”  she  said  in  espousing  a 
liberation  theology  that  will  give  hope  to 
womanhood  the  world  over  for  the 
realization  of  their  power.  Ms.  Sampath 
recommended  several  areas  for  action: 

(1)  Women  of  ability  must  take  their 
places  in  decision-making  positions  in 
churches; 

(2)  Seminaries  must  be  open  to 
women , 

(3)  Theological  barriers  must  be 
studied  by  committees  composed  of  men 
and  women; 

(4)  Qualified  women  must  be  ordained 
as  ministers  and  priests. 

Ms.  Katakshamma  Benjamin  of  India, 

Compulsory 

retirement 

criticized 

AUSTIN  (RNS)  —  An  end  to  com¬ 
pulsory  retirement  was  advocated  at  a 
statewide  religious  conference  on  aging 
by  Arthur  S.  Flemming,  U.S.  Com¬ 
missioner  on  Aging. 

Dr.  Flemming,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  and  former  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  charged 
that  forced  retirement  is  a  “lazy  man’s 
device"  in  direct  conflict  with  the  Judeo- 
Christian  concept  of  the  dignity  and 
worth  of  an  individual. 

Forced  retirement  and  the  un¬ 
willingness  to  hire  older  people  is  a 
"deep-seated  prejudice,  namely  ‘age¬ 
ism,’  "  he  told  the  audience  of  150  church 
and  government  representatives. 

The  July  1-4  conference  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Texas  here  was  sponsored 
by  the  Texas  Conference  of  Churches,  the 
Baptist  General  Convention  of  Texas  and 
the  Missionary  Baptist  General  Con¬ 
vention.  Also  represented  through  the 
sponsoring  committee  were  the  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod,  Church  of 
Christ,  B’nai  B’rith  Women,  and  Temple 
Sisterhoods. 

Dr.  Flemming  said  that  until  the  courts 
or  legislation  outlaw  compulsory  retire¬ 
ment,  the  churches  can  assist  aging 
people  with  preretirement  counseling. 


representing  the  Lutheran  World 
Federation  speaking  on  education  aryl 
spiritual  values,  questioned  the  value  of 
education  “if  love  and  charity  with  which 
women  are  imbued”  are  not  a  part  of  the 
educational  process.  She  quoted  an 
Indian  sage:  “Man  is  dust  refined,  but 
woman  is  dust  double  refined.”  The 
audience,  composed  mainly  of  women 
and  a  few  males  with  clerical  collars, 
responded  with  appreciative  murmurs  of 
agreement. 

The  final  speaker  on  the  panel,  Ms. 
Ilisegrit  Fink  of  East  Genjiany,  is  an 
ordained  minister  who  is  not  allowed  to 
be  active  as  a  minister  but  works  with 
young  children  and  the  elderly. 

In  response  to  questions  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  panelists*  statements,  Ms. 
Wolf,  the  organizer  of  the  session,  stated 
that  the  panelists  were  chosen  to 
represent  both  organized  and 
unorganized  religions.  However,  the 
restriction  of  sessions  to  five  panelists 
precluded  representation  of  all  faiths. 

With  only  two  hours  for  the  open  forum 
on  the  role  of  religion  and  the  status  of 
women,  the  participants  agreed  that  it 
was  time  enough  merely  to  start  dialogue 
on  the  re-evaluation  of  the  traditional 
roles  women  have  played  in  the  history  of 
religious  and  spiritual  values. 
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Kathryn 
Kuhlman 
is  sued 

LOS  ANGELES  (EP)  -  A  suit  filed 
this  week  here  by  two  of  her  former  top 
associates  charges  Evangelist  Kathryn 
Kuhlman  with  taking  personal  records, 
interfering  with  their  business  and 
breaking  a  contract. 

Paul  J.  Bartholomew,  personal  ad^ 
ministrator  of  the  faith-healing  preacher, 
and  Dino  Kartsonakis,  her  regular 
pianist,  have  indicated  disillusionment 
with  her  ministry,  citing  legal  and 
personal  differences  as  well. 

’’  In  an  interview  with  Russell  Chandler, 
religion  writer  for  the'  Los  Angeles 
Times,  Miss  Kuhlman  denied  the 
allegations,  saying  that  the  Newport 
Beach  offices  claimed  by  Mr. 
Bartholomew  are  leased  to  the  Kathryn 
Kuhlman  Foundation  and  that  the 
records  there  belong  to  her  foundation. 

“Every  day  there  are  those  who  ter¬ 
minate  contracts,"  she  said,  alluding  to 
another  charge  by  Mr.  Bartholomew. 
"That  was  my  prerogative.  If  one  doesn’t 
live  up  to  the  contract,  it  can  be  ter¬ 
minated  at  any  time.” 

The  $430,000  damage  suit  asks  for 
$120,000  in  commissions  for  Mr.  Bar¬ 
tholomew.  It  alleges  that  funds  of  the 
Kuhlman  Foundation  were  diverted  to 
other  purposes  and  that  there  has  been  a 
“comingling  of  funds  and  other  assets  of 
the  Kathryn  Kuhlman  Foundation”  with 
those  of  the  individual  defendants. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Times,  Mr. 
Kartsonakis  said  he  broke  with  the 
evangelist  last  February  because  she 
refused  to  sign  a  contract  for  his  ser¬ 
vices,  and  because  of  alleged  in¬ 
consistencies  he  found  between  her 
professional  image  and  her  personal  life. 

Miss  Kuhlman  responded  to  the 
remarks  about  her  personality  by  saying, 
"I  have  to  live  with  myself;  I  can’t  be  a 
dual  personality  ...  My  life  is  an  open 
book.” 

Despite  the  legal  action,  Mr.  Bar¬ 
tholomew  told  the  Times  he  believed 
“God  has  blessed  the  ministry  and  work 
of  Kathryn  Kuhlman.”  He  explained, 
“I’m  not  out  to  cut  down  divine  healing  or 
people,  but  to  explain  the  human  realities 
of  these  organizations  and  their  leaders 
not  as  being  false  but  simply  human, 
which  are  so  often  raised  on  such  high 
pedestals  that  they  block  out  the  image  of 
God.” 

But  Miss  Kuhlman  said  she  felt  that 
Mr.  Bartholomew  and  Mr.  Kartsonakis 
were  attempting  to  discredit  her 
ministry.  “They  know  what  means  the 
most  to  me,”  she  told  the  Times.  “It’s  my 
whole  life.” 


‘Prayer’  bill  believed  constitutional 


HARTFORD,  Conn.  (RNS)  —  Gov. 
Ella  Grasso  signed  a  “school  prayer”  bill 
into  law  here  and  said  she  believes  it  can 
withstand  a  constitutional  challenge. 

The  law,  which  will  become  effective 
Oct.  1,  requires  local  school  boards  to  set 
aside  a  period  at  the  beginning  of  each 
school  day  for  “silent  meditation.” 

Mrs.  Grasso  said  she  believes  the 


language  of  the  law,  changed  from 
“prayer”  to  “meditation”  before  it  was 
passed,  is  “adequate”  to  withstand  a 
constitutional  challenge. 

The  Connecticut  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(CCLU)  said  it  expects  to  challenge  the 
constitutionality  of  the  law,  but  will  wait 
until  it  is  in  effect. 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  11.00  per  Insertion. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  far  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  poaltlona  for  married" 
couplea  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  ladbdry  service,, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 

AUTUMN  IN  NEW  ENGLAND:  Come  Join  us 
on  a  13-day  escorted  New  England  Fall  Foliage 

Tour  by  deluxe  motor  coach.  Six  consecutive 
day  departures  beginning  Sept.  23  from  Dallas 
and  Arlington.  ONLY  $496  which  Includes 
everything  but  noonday  meals.  Visit  many 
exciting  places.  Write  or  call  for  brochure: 

First  National  Travel,  (817)  265-2238.  P.O.  Box 

580.  Arlington.  Texas  76010. 

ndh -drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department,,  Methodist 
Home,  1111, Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  78708 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com- 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  stze  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201, 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  cod' 
tlnulng  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  fturkhardt,  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  698-2410. 

DALLAS:  LAKEHILL  PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL.  2720  Hillside  Dr..  (75314),  located  In 
Lakewood  area.  Grades  1  •  12,  College 
Preparatory.  Co-educatlonal,  State  ac¬ 
credited.  Small  classes.  Call  (314)  838-2931. 

Haney.  28  years  txperlance.  1224  Flshar. 
Waco.  Taxas  78706.  Phone  (817)  754-8231  (of¬ 
fice),  778-6748  (home). 

POSITION  OPEN  for  full  time  Program 

FREEt  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 
quality  warmhearted  10-mteute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  oom-’ 
m unity  without  coot.  Your  only  responsibility 

Is  either  to  get  t^e  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour, 

P.  O.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Fla.  32801 

training  but  no  youth  director  reaponslbUltloe. 
salary  negotlabla.  Man  or  woman.  Chapal  Hill 

Uni  tad  Methodist  Church.  2717  Wait  Hefnar 
Road.  Oklahoma  City  73120.  Phone  (408)  761- 
0755. 

REACH  YOUR  CHURCH'S  budfet  goals  In 
■pita  of  today's  economy  .  .  .  with  the  1975 

Pony  Exprast  Stewardship  Plan.  For  trsa 
details,  write:  Rev.  Don  English,  2838  N.W. 

26th.  Oklahoma  City,  OK.  73107. 

OEMS  FROM  JAMES  by  Donald  Charles 

teaching  dialogue  Involving  pastor  and  people 

In  a  United  Methodist  church.  Especially  good 
for  Bible  study  and  sharing  groups.  $4.98 
(hardback)  at  vour  favorite  Cokasburv  Store. 

TEACHER  NEEDED  -  preferably  bl-Ungual 
—  to  teach  tha  following  subjects:  Math. 
Sdance,  Business,  Physical  Education.  Pay  la 
not  good  but  tha  opportunity  and  tha  need  Is 
graat.  Holding  Institute.  P.  O.  Box  209,  Laredo. 
Texas.  78040.  (813)  723-1133. 

HELP  WANTED:  CHURCH  SECRETARY. 

afternoons.  All  day  Friday.  Riverside  United 
Methodist  Church.  4920  Cullen  Blvd.,  Houston. 
748-5730. 

YOUTH  -  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  position  open 
—  Sept.  1  —  Salary  open.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  1479,  Clovis.  N.  Mex. 

GROUPS:  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  great 
Passion  Play!  Tickets,  lodging,  swimming  and 
meals,  only  $11  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm 
Resort.  Rt.  1.  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  72632. 
Phone  (501)  253-8418.  > 

YOUTH  RANCH:  learn  outdoor  living  and 
ranch  skills.  Personalised  Program  for  youth 
with  special  academic  or  other  needs. 
Christian  family  environment,  cool  mountains. 

N.M..  88419.  505-278-2197. 

with  emphasis  on  a  good  youth  program. 
Cootact  The  Reverend  H.  Leon  Reed  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  214-657-6588;  or  at 
residence.  214657-3652;  or  mall  resume  to 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  204  N.  Mar¬ 
shall  St..  Henderson.  Texas  75652. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  $2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's.  P.O.  Box  25351.  Houston.  Texas 
77005. 
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mothy  on  the  North 
holds  historic  first  service 


Historic  First  Service,  July  13  of  St.  Timothy  On  The  North  Shore  United 
Methodist  Church  congregation.  The  Rev.  Donald  M.  McDowell,  pastor  is  seen  in  the 
center  with  wife,  Carolyn  holding  baby  Keith.  Surrounding  them  are  a  portion  of  the 
large  numbers  gathered  for  the  initial  service.  84  people  were  present. 

With  84  persons  in  attendance,  fulfill  the  Scripture  to  be  truly  “God’s 


84  persons 
surrounded  by  an  atmosphere  of 
Christian  excitement  and  anticipation,  a 
new  church  —  St.  Timothy  on  The  North 
Shore  —  took  its  first  “step”  into  the 
Louisiana  Conference  family  of  churches 
on  July  13.  The  new  congregation  had 
assembled  to  begin  the  organizational 
process  that  will  lead  to  the  first  entirely 
new  church  in  Louisiana  Methodism  in  a 
decade. 

Adults,  children,  youth  filled  to 
capacity  the  temporary  meeting  hall  in 
the  unleased  portion  of  the  Reserve  Life 
Insurance  Building  owned  and  made 
available  by  Homeland  Realty.  The 
church  will  rise  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Ponchatrain,  amid  a  moss-draped  land¬ 
scape  that  is  truly  an  artist’s  setting  in 
the  historic  old  Mandeville  area  of  the 
Hammond  District. 

The  first  pastor,  the  Rev.  Donald 
McDowell,  appointed  to  this  position  by 
Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  at  the  recent 
Annual  Conference,  led  the  worship 
service,  which  displayed  hope  and  ex¬ 
citement  from  the  opening  response  in 
the  liturgy.  The  Pastor’s  theme  was 
“God’s  Own  People.”  He  cited  his  per¬ 
sonal  vision  that  a  Church  would  be 
founded  on  the  North  Shore,  that  it  would 
be  called  “St.  Timothy”  and  that  into  its 
fellowship  would  come  families  and 
persons  from  all  walks  of  life  who  could 
find  a  community  of  faith  that  would 


^Cynthia  Crosby  “Outstanding 
WF  Student”  at  Louisiana  Tech 


people.’ 

Mrs.  McDowell,  an  accomplished 
pianist,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Harris,  and 
Mrs.  George  Gilbert  provided  ap¬ 
propriate  music  for  the  occasion. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  William  P.  Fraser, 
Superintendent  of  the  Hammond 
District,  was  on  hand  for  this  important 
event,  noting  the  “health”  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  of  this  venture.  He  explained 
that  a  charter  date  would  be  set  at  an 
early  time  giving  people  time  to  express 
their  desire  to  become  members. 
Significantly,  he  expressed  great  joy  in 
this  high  moment  of  accomplishment  for 
Christ  and  His  Church. 

Reverend  Fraser  pointed  out  that  this 
first  meeting  was  “in  the  spirit  of  John 
Wesley  of  old,  and  a  movement  called 
Methodism  which  pushed  across  seas 
and  continents  and  engulfed  the  world 
with  a  new,  fresh  and  vital  message  of 
the  Christian  gospel.” 

Joining  in  the  warm  spirit  of  the 
opening  service,  Dr.  Fraser  stated: 
“This  gathering  today  is  evidence  .  .  . 
that  the  spirit  is  alive  today  capturing  the 
challenge  of  the  New  Testament  com¬ 
mission  of  Christ  to  evangelize  the 
world.” 

There  was  an  obvious  contagious  glow 
about  the  day  that  indeed  seemed  to 
recapture  the  Wesleyan  spark  of  which 
Dr.  Fraser  spoke. 


Miss  Cynthia  Crosby,  a  junior 
majoring  in  Sociology  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University,  Ruston,  has  been  named 
recipient  of  The  Carrie  P.  Love  Memorial 
Award  at  the  Wesley  Foundation, 
designating  her  as  the  most  outstanding 
student  for  the  year. 

This  award  of  $600  is  given  as  a 
memorial  by  the  family  of  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Love,  Sr.  Affectionately  known  as 
“Grandmother  Love,’’  she  was  a 
gracious,  Christian  lady  who  showed 
continuing  interest  in  the  students  and 
program  of  the  Tech  Wesley  Foundation. 

Miss  Crosby  is  the  daughter  of  the 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  Tom  Crosby,  of 
Sulphur,  where  Mr.  Crosby  serves  as 
pastor  of  the  Maplewood  UM  Church. 

At  Tech’s  Wesley  Foundation  Cynthia 
has  served  as  Personnel  Chairperson  on 
the  Student  Council,  and  during  the  next 


Miss  Cynthia 
Crosby,  “ Outstand¬ 
ing  Student  At 
Wesley  Foundation 
for  1975’’ 
( Louisiana  Tech 
University)  is 
shown  here  with 
Mr.  Jimmy  Love, 
grandson  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Carrie  P. 
Love,  in  whose 
honor  the  award  is 
given. 


school  year  will  serve  as  Sunday  Vesper 
Chairperson.  She  has  also  spoken  ex- 
I  tensively  on  deputation  teams  and  at 
vespers,  and  has  been  active  in  many 
;  other  phases  of  the  WF  work.  She  has 
received  many  honors  on  the  Tech 
campus,  and  has  been  a  featured 
•beauty”  in  numerous  festivals  and 
pageants.  During  the  summer  of  1974  she 
served  as  youth  director  of  the  Jennings 
:  UM  Church. 

The  Love  Award  was  presented  to  Miss 
Crosby  by  Jimmy  Love,  grandson  of  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Love,  Sr.,  representing  the  Love 
family.  The  plaque  presented  to  the 
!  recipient  designated  her  as  the  “Out- 
|  standing  Student  at  Wesley  Foundation 
for  1975.” 

The  Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  is  the 
director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Tech. 


Help  a  refugee  family? 


Robert  F.  Harrington,  state  LIC  director 
:  has  stated  “This  is  a  large  and 
1  humanitarian  operation.  Our  Board 
wants  to  be  sure  that  we  are  doing  all  we 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  the  desire  was  expressed  that 
Louisiana  Christians  do  all  within  their 
power  to  aid  the  resettlement  of  Viet-  can.” 

namese  refugees.  The  head  of  Church  If  you  are  interested,  information 
World  Service  responsible  for  the  .  regarding  refugee  families  may  be  ob- 
resettlernent  program  has  said  tharaLjained  from  the  United  Methodist 


130,000  people  are  now  out  of  Vietnam  of 
whom  65,000  are  accounted  for  in  Church 
World  Service  Record  keeping.  Dr 


Bishop’s  Message 

Late  on  this  Sunday  night  (July  13)  we  are  watching  on  TV  the  preparations 
for  the  joint  U.S. -Russian  ( Apollo-Soyuz)  space  flight,  and  as  I  continue  to  see 
and  hear  Astronaut  Commander  Thomas  Stafford,  my  memory  takes  me  back 
to  his  youthful  days  in  Western  Oklahoma  where  I  knew  him  as  an  active 
member  of  the  MYF  and  the  Methodist  Church.  He  grew  up  in  a  fine  Christian 
family  in  Weatherford,  attended  Sunday  School,  morning  worship,  and  youth 
fellowship  regularly ;  he  was  a  thoughtful  well-balanced  young  man,  later  rising 
to  prominence  and  great  distinction  as  an  astronaut. 

Shortly  after  his  first  successful  trip  to  the  backside  of  the  moon  he  visited  us 
in  Tulsa  and  gave  us  some  photos  taken  on  the  moon  and  on  the  famed  flights 
there  and  back.  Also  at  the  time  of  his  visit  with  us  we  made  some  photos  which 
he  autographed.  These  cherished  photographs  are  in  our  office  here.  Naturally 
our  prayers  and  interest  go  with  Tom  Stafford  in  this  historic  projected  journey 
into  space,  but,  regardless  of  his  amazing  achievements,  I  shall  always 
remember  him  as  a  devout  Christian  and  a  man  of  personal  integrity  and  faith 
Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Around  Our  Conference 


Vacation  Church  Schools  continue 


Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.,  10027. 
Also,  Mrs.  Charles  McGowan  of  Baton 
Rouge  is  a  member  of  the  national 
UMCOR  and  would  be  willing  to  refer  you 
to  proper  sources  of  information. 


ON  THE  “DON’T  FORGET  LIST”:  St. 
Mark’s  Work  Camp  Experience  for 
Youth  is  scheduled  August  3-9  in  two 
locations  —  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center,  1130  N.  Rampart,  New  Orleans; 
and  St.  Mark’s  Camp,  Covington.  Three 
days  will  be  spent  in  each  place  painting, 
restoring,  improving,  repairing.  The 
Camp  Director  indicates  that  there  will 
also  be  time  and  opportunity  to  “play, 
meet  people.”  Although  registration 
deadline  is  this  Saturday,  July  26,  there 
may  possibly  be  a  spot  left  if  you  call  the 
Rev.  Willis  Dear  (504)  643-6437.  Only  30 
persons  will  make  up  this  group. 

Memorial  UM  Church,  Bastrop,  will 
celebrate  its  19th  Anniversary  with 
appropriate  homecoming  activities  on 
August  10.  Special  services  will  begin  at 
11  A.M.  and  conclude  at  3  P.M.  All  for¬ 
mer  members  of  Memorial  are  invited  to 
participate  in  this  joyous  occasion.  The 
Rev.  Conrad  P.  Edwards  is  pastor. 


The  Sanctuary  Choir  of  First  Street 
Church,  New  Orleans,  along  with  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis, 
participated  in  two  programs  in  June, 
both  at  Baptist  Churches.  St.  Mark’s 
Baptist,  New  Orleans,  and  the  New  Mt. 
Calvary  Baptist  in  Donaldsville  were  the 
scenes  of  the  ecumenical  ventures.  The 
services  in  Donaldsville  were  a  part  of  a 
recital  presented  by  Miss  Iona  Daggs 
(who  recently  celebrated  her  92nd  birth¬ 


day),  and  participation  with  Baptist 
friends  afforded  much  enrichment, 
according  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Davis. 

Asbury  UM  Church,  Natchitoches, 
recently  hosted  a  Welcoming  Program 
for  their  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell  and  Mrs.  Campbell.  Greetings 
were  extended  by  Work  Area  Chair¬ 
persons,  and  a  reception  was  held  in  the 
Social  Hall. 

Installation  of  officers  for  United 
Methodist  Men  was  held  at  Jones  UM 
Church,  Welsh,  in  the  Lake  Charles 
District.  With  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Harris 
presiding,  the  following  officers  were 
installed:  Nathan  Trent,  president: 
William  Guidry,  vice-president;  Harry 
Guidry,  Jr.,  secretary;  Matthew  Trent 
chaplain;  Clarance  Simon,  treasurer. 

United  Methodist  Women  of  Columbia 
UM  Church  have  compiled  a  cook  book 
entitled  “A  Collection  of  Favorite 
Recipes,”  and  they  are  selling  it  at 
nominal  cost.  For  further  information 
contact  Mrs.  Bert  Hearn,  Box  448. 
Columbia,  La.  71418. 

The  Senior  High  Youth  Choir, 
“Shalom,”  of  Slidell  First  UM  Church, 
has  just  completed  a  summer  tour, 
featuring  the  folk  musical  “Tell  It  Like  It 
Is.”  Their  travels  took  them  to  churches 
in  Louisiana  and  Texas. 


Asbury.  Persons  from  Kindergarten 
through  Junior  High-Senior-High-Adult 
participated,  and  in  addition  to  regular 
classes,  music  was  emphasized,  along 
with  recreation  and  worship 
Approximately  200  persons  were  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

Other  churches  reporting  successful 
Vacation  Church  Schools  to  this 
newspaper  are:  Rayville  UM;  First 
Street  UM,  New  Orleans;  and  First  UM, 
Pineville.  Pictures  are  shown  here 
depicting  these  three  church  groups. 


Some  of  the  participants  in  one  of  the  group  sessions  at  Lay  Retreat.  There  were  20 
different  discussion  groups. 


UMCOR  offers 


in  Conference  spotlight 


Bishop  Crutchfield  addresses 
Conference  Laymen’s  Retreat 


An  average  attendance  of  52  students  and  18  teachers  and 
workers  was  recorded  at  the  Rayville  UM  Church  in  June.  The 
school  was  directed  by  Mrs.  G.  L.  Stephens,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  week’s  activities,  the  children  presented  a  program,  and 
the  United  Methodist  Men  “treated”  everyone  to  a  hamburger 
supper  which  they  prepared  and  served.  Donald  J.  Hall  is 
pastor. 


Pineville  First  UM  enjoyed  its  largest  Vacation  Church 
School  in  the  church's  history.  The  accompanying  photograph 
shows  some  of  the  youngsters  participating  in  arts  and  crafts, 
one  phase  of  a  study  unit  on  “Bible  Lands  and  Times."  In  the 
group,  from  left:  Vivian  West,  Lisa  Alford,  Kelly  Buckalew, 
Sheila  Kelly.  Karen  Ellsworth,  Lisa  Cuthbert,  Dana  Brodhead, 
Paul  Byrd,  and  Herman  Randow.  The  teachers  were  Mrs. 
Edwin  Wright.  Mrs.  Douglas  Byrd,  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  Cuthbert. 
The  Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway  is  pastor. 


Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  delivered 
three  inspiring  and  educational  sermons 
at  the  annual  Conference  Laymen’s 
Retreat  held  late  in  June  at  Louisiana 
College.  The  meet  was  attended  by  a 
record  number  of  laymen  and  ministers 
from  all  parts  of  the  Conference. 

Twenty  different  groups  discussed 
many  phases  and  endeavors  of  Christian 
Living  and  Christian  Projects  which 
ranged  from  spiritual  examination  of  the 
individual  to  specific  projects  that  the 
Christian  person  might  undertake  either 
individually  or  collectively. 

Hubert  Blanchard,  reporting  for  the 
retreat,  notes  that  the  participants 
”...  besides  being  spiritually  uplifted, 
will  have  new  ideas  on  how  they  may 
incorporate  these  new  projects  in  their 
lives." 


Conference  Lay  Leader  Tom  Matheny 
(left)  presented  Cecil  Bland.  Jr.  (right) 
former  Louisiana  Conference  Lay 
Representative  on  Council  on  Ministries, 
a  plaque  in  appreciation  for  his  eight 
years  of  “outstanding  worh”  in  the 
Conference. 


First  Street  Church,  New  Orleans,  completed  a  successful 
two  weeks  of  Vacation  Church  School,  with  Mrs.  Aldine 
Cannon  as  coordinator.  A  total  of  16  persons  assisted  her,  and 


travel  opportunity 

UMCOR  offers  United  Methodists  the 
opportunity  to  combine  a  visit  to  the  Holy 
Land  with  the  educational  experience  of 
visiting  projects  in  Jordan  and  Israel 
supported  by  UMCOR.  Bishop  Frederick 
Wertz  of  the  West  Virginia  Area,  a 
member  of  UMCOR’s  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  and  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines,  the 
Associate  General  Secretary  are  hosting 
the  tour,  which  departs  New  York 
December  26.  For  full  particulars, 
contact:  Dr.  David  W.  Flude,  UMCOR, 
Room  1307,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10027. 


to  Christ  and  to  grow  toward  maturity  as 
Christian  persons  ...  the  VCS  program 
is  one  of  the  most  effective  models  in 
which  the  church  executes  its  teaching 
ministry." 

At  Asbury  the  program  sought  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  learning  experience  of  children 
enrolled  in  regular  Sunday  Church 
School,  and  at  the  same  time  endeavored 
to  reach  children  who  for  one  reason  or 
another  do  not  receive  regular  religious 
instruction.  The  VCS  was  highly  suc¬ 
cessful,  according  to  Mrs.  Winderlean  S. 
Lewis,  who  handles  public  relations  for 


there  was  a  daily  average  of  70  persons  in  attendance.  A  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  happy  group  is  shown  here.  Pastor  of  First  Street  is 
the  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis. 


Herb  Moffett,  Conference  Director  of 
the  Board  of  the  Laity's  1000  Club  was 
honored  for  his  past  ten  years  of  service 
in  that  position.  Herb  is  retiring  from 
that  post. 


News  of  successful  Vacation  Church 
Schools  throughout  the  Conference 
continues  to  come  to  this  newspaper, 
emphasizing  the  effectiveness  of  this 
summer  experience  in  a  variety  of  ways. 


Summing  up  the  Vacation  Church 
School  purpose,  the  Rev.  Alonzo  J. 
Campbell,  pastor  of  Asbury  UM  Church, 
Natchitoches,  has  this  to  say:  “  ...  the 
Vacation  Church  School  helps  persons,  at 
each  stage  of  development,  to  realize  the 
highest  potentialities  of  the  self  as 
divinely  created,  to  commit  themselves 


Youth  of  the  Shreveport  and  Ruston 
District  Youth  Teams  recently  sponsored 
a  “Senior  High  Christian  Community 
Experience”  at  Caney  Lake  Camp.  A; 
time  of  inspiration  and  fellowship  was; 
enjoyed. 


Students  of  McNeese  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  presented  a  musical  “Do  You 
Want  To  Be  Free?”  as  part  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  services  on  the  Marksville 
Charge  in  June.  Methodist  Student  Day 
was  held  at  this  time,  with  the  student 
participation  emphasizing  the  church’s 
responsibility  with  and  to  students.  The 
Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman  is  pastor  on  the 
Marksville-Effie-Simmesport  Charge. 

Barksdale  UM  Church,  Bossier  City,  is 
conducting  something  “special”  for 
youngsters  through  sixth  grade  as  a 
summer  project.  Each  Wednesday  af¬ 
ternoon  a  Church  Summer  School  session 
is  held,  in  which  study,  play,  crafts, 
refreshments  and  fun  are  enjoyed.  This 
is  a  time  of  wholesome  recreation  for  the 
children  and  a  time  for  mothers  to  “take 
a  break.” 


Youth  of  First  UM,  Natchitoches, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Bobbie  Park, 
recently  presented  a  comedy  production 
“Jonah”  to  70  dinner  guests.  The  play 
was  written  by  the  Rev.  James  Jones, 
local  Wesley  Foundation  Director.  The 
evening  was  acclaimed  a  “success”  in 
enjoyment  and  Christian  fellowship. 

United  Churches  of  Algiers,  an 
ecumenical  organization  of  the  West 
Bank,  again  sent  53  underprivileged 
children  to  summer  camp.  The  camp  site 
this  year  was  our  United  Methodist  Camp 
Istrouma.  The  children  enjoyed  a  week  of 
recreation,  games,  hiking,  arts  and 
crafts,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Lynne 
Hood  and  Darrell  Gurley. 

News  from  Dan  W.  Tohline,  pastor  of 
Jonesboro  UM  regarding  their  recent 
Vacation  Bible  School  indicates  that 
money  contributed  by  the  children  is 
helping  a  number  of  worthy  projects. 
According  to  Mr.  Tohline,  the  money  sent 
”...  three  pairs  of  rabbits  to  families  in 
Guatemala,  and  13  flocks  of  chickens 

...  to  families  in  the  Philippines.  These 
rabbits  and  chickens  enable  a  hungry 
family  to  produce  for  themselves  an 
unending  supply  of  meat  and  eggs.  With 
each  animal  goes  training  in  its  care,  and 
each  recipient  passes  on  his  animal's 
first  offspring  to  someone  else  in  need. 
Besides  food  and  extra  income,  an 
animal  produces  goodwill.  It  is  a  living 
expression  of  love  and  brotherhood.”  The 
gifts  were  made  possible  with  $125 
donated  by  the  children  to  the  Heifer 
Project  International. 


Edit  Oriel  Is 
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Christians  join  hunt  for ‘paper  tiger’  Church  should  ask:  Who  is 

afraid  of  John  Q.  Christian? 


•'Here  we  go  again!” 

’}  hat  phrase  of  exasperation  is  the  best 
%.  to  describe  the  current  controversy 
around  the  country  over  the 
Lansman-Milam  petition  presently 
l>efore  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  (FCC)  in  Washington  D.  C. 

Like  the  rumor-launched  controversy 
■■•ver  ’‘prayer  in  space,"  which  last 
1  Co  nth  caused  a  flood  of  protest  letters 
’  i  lie  Johnson  Space  Center  in  Houston 
over  an  issue  settled  nearly  four  years 
&  See  TM/  UMR,  July  11),  the  FCC 
i$v:c  is  almost  hopelessly  lost  to  reason. 

1  nlike  the  “prayer  in  space"  pseudo- 
•.  ontroversy.  however,  the  furor  over  the 
Lansman-Milam  petition  is  based  on  a 
real  issue,  making  the  network  of  rumors 
ml  misinformation  which  has  been 
woven  around  it  even  more  dishear¬ 
tening. 

The  Lansman-Milam  petition  is  a 
document  filed  with  the  FCC  last  Decem¬ 
ber  by  two  California  men.  (The  FCC  is  a 
federal  agency  responsible  for  regulating 
the  radio  and  television  broadcast  indus- 
i  *y .  The  petition  has  three  requests  — 
one  of  which  is  for  the  FCC  to  put  a  freeze 
on  the  issuing  of  licenses  for  religious 
groups  wanting  to  operate  educational" 
noncommercial)  radio  and  television 
channels. 

It  is  this  request  which  has  since 
December  been  twisted,  turned, 
manipulated  and  obscured  by  both 
overly -zealous  Christian  opponents  and 
religious  hucksters  to  the  point  where  its 
:  leaning  nearly  has  been  lost.  Caught  in 
the  middle  have  been  rank  and  file 
•  hr ^tians  who  in  large  numbers  have 
been  called  to  protest  through  petitions 
an!  donations  to  a  cause  that  has  never 
existed. 

The  first  round  of  erroneous  in¬ 
formation  came  from  the  National 
Religious  Broadcasters  (NRB),  an 
association  made  up  of  most  of  the 
nation's  conservative  religious  broad¬ 
casters  and  85  per  cent  of  the  nation’s 
religiously-affiliated  stations.  Dr.  Ben 
irmstrong,  NRB  executive  secretary,  in 
an  emotional  appeal,  charged  that  the 
petition's  intent  is  to  destroy  religious 
roadcasting  and  asked  for  a  flood  of 


letters  to  the  FCC  in  protest. 

Dr.  Armstrong  then  set  off  the  first 
“wave  of  panic"  in  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  with  an  assertion  (since  proved 
totally  erroneous)  that  “27,000  comments 
favoring  the  anti-religious  broadcasting 
stance"  had  been  received  by  the  FCC. 

From  this  rumor,  and  with  a  foun¬ 
dation  built  on  frightening  emotional 
statements  rather  than  statements  of 
facts  on  the  issue,  other  Christian 
organizations  began  to  join  the  cam¬ 
paign.  One  of  the  earliest  and  most 
forceful  organizations  to  join  the  rumor 
mill  was  the  “Christian  Crusade”  of 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  an  organization 
founded  by  the  Rev.  Billy  Hargis  and  now 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Secrest.  The 
“Crusade"  officials  began  sending  out 
copies  of  a  petition  drawn  up  by  Dr. 
Armstrong,  along  with  a  personal  letter 
from  Mr.  Secrest  asking  for  signatures 
and  a  “generous  offering.” 

The  “Crusade”  letter  compounded  the 
rumor  and  the  confusion  by  adding  the 
following  false  information: 

(1.)  It  claimed  Madalyn  Murray 
O’ Hair,  nationally  known  atheist  who 
successfully  opposed  school  prayer  more 
than  a  decade  ago,  was  the  person  who 
gathered  the  27,000  signatures  reported 
by  Dr.  Armstrong  and  that  she  had  told 
the  FCC  “all  religious  broadcasting  must 
go."  In  fact,  Mrs.  O’Hair  has  had  no  part 
in  the  issue,  has  gathered  no  signatures 
and  has  not  spoken  to  the  FCC  on  the 
matter. 

(2.)  It  injected  into  the  rumor  charges 
that  “Communists”  are  back  of  the 
Lansman-Milam  petition  and  that  their 
intent  is  to  destroy  America  by  des¬ 
troying  religion.  This  charge  —  although 
it  has  great  emotional  appeal  for  some 
persons  —  is  not  in  any  way  founded  in 
fact,  but  rather  injects  an  unrelated  issue 
into  the  controversy  in  an  effort  to  gain 
support. 

According  to  the  FCC,  about  60,000 
comments  of  protest  were  received  be¬ 
fore  the  time  set  aside  by  the  FCC  for 
public  comment  on  the  matter  expired. 
The  great  majority  of  those  comments 
dealt  with  rumored  issues  rather  than  the 


How  can  we  avoid  manipulation? 


An  unfortunate  side  effect  of  the  kind  of 
manipulation  which  takes  place  in  a 
Mon  such  as  the  one  described  in  the 
-receding  editorial  is  the  “issue-shy” 

«  i  -ncies  it  can  leave  with  those  who 
burned"  by  the  rumors, 
r  the  townspeople  in  the  story  about 
I  •  ‘Boy  Who  Cried  ‘Wolf,”  those  who 
•  :  ze  the  falseness  of  the  issues  they 
.<  *  supported  may  be  more  hesitant 
•a*  J  time  to  stand  up  and  be  counted  in 
' :;er  issue  of  more  substance. 

answer  of  course  is  not  to  quit 
ling  up,"  but  to  look  with  more 
*£.■..  on  at  those  causes  we  are  being 
.$?:•  ‘  !o  support.  The  following  is  a  good 
.  fl  lure  to  follow  anytime  someone 
cause  approaches  you  for  your 
ui>r  •  t  —  either  through  your  signature 
•c  our  money  : 

iM-  Check  the  facts  with  other  sour- 
■fcv-  .ealize  that  the  person  or  group 
.  pp!  caching  you  for  support  has  a  self- 
pffoelaimed  bias  for  the  cause  he  is 
backing.  He  has  selected  the  information 

Welcome  new  local  edition 

ifliMth  the  July  11  issue,  the  Bethany 
tfpited  Methodist  Church  in  Bethany, 
\fcssouri  (Missouri  West  Conference) 
tjtgan  a  TM/  UMR  local  church  edition, 
•v  hereby  its  news  will  be  published  each 
tieek  in  combination  with  annual  con- 
&rence  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  each  of  its  276  member 
families. 

To  our  new  readers  in  the  Bethany 
congregation,  we  say  “welcome.”  We 
kR>pe  you  will  find  your  TM/  UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
at  her  readers  in  providing  feedback  in 
tfce  form  of  “Letters  to  Editor.”  And  to 
«ur  continuing  readers  across  the 
Church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
trading  your  edition  of  TM/  UMR." 


r— 


substance  of  what  the  Lansman-Milam 
petition  is  really  all  about.  That  issue  has 
nothing  to  do  with  commercial  television 
programs,  religious  or  otherwise.  It 
deals  only  with  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  the  FCC  should  quit  issuing  licenses 
for  religious  groups  to  operate  “educa¬ 
tional"  (public,  non-commercial)  radio 
and  television  stations  until  an  “investi¬ 
gation  can  be  made  into  charges  that 
some  of  the  present  religious  stations  are 
“limiting  free  speech"  by  the  narrow¬ 
ness  of  their  programming. 

That  issue  is  an  important  one  and  well 
worth  the  attention  and  discussion  of 
Christians  across  the  country.  It  is  un¬ 
fortunate  that  that  issue  was  so  obscured 
by  emotional  rumors  in  the  Christian 
community  that  many  Christians  have 
missed  the  chance  to  let  themselves  be 
heard  in  a  way  that  really  counts. 

Instead,  many  Christians  have  been 
manipulated  into  battle  with  a  paper 
tiger  and  have  come  out  cheated  of 
their  chance  to  be  heard. 


By GUY  FOX 

Who  is  afraid  of  John  Q.  Christian? 
Answer:  Evil  forces  were  afraicl  m  early 
days  of  Christianity,  but  not  today. 

The  above  is  the  topic  of  a  sermon 
delivered  recently  by  the  Rev.  Barry 
Kimbrough,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Longmont,  Colorado.  Following  is  the 
response  of  one  of  his  church  members  to 
the  challenge  he  presented. 

There  are  undoubtedly  many  con¬ 
tributing  factors  to  John  Q.  Christian’s 
present  weakness.  The  major  one, 
however,  relates  to  the  way  he  fights  evil. 

We  all  agree  that  we  are  engaged  in  an 
ongoing  war  with  selfish  evil  forces.  With 
few  exceptions,  the  church  merely  equips 
its  “soldiers”  with  lofty  moral  and 
ethical  principles,  and  then  urges  them  to 
go  out  as  individuals  to  fight  highly  or¬ 
ganized,  powerful  forces  that  are  direct¬ 
ed  and  supported  by  the  best  leadership 


and  experts  that  wealth  can  hire. 

The  problems  that  must  be  dealt  with 
are  highly  technical  and  involved;  the 
fields  of  operation  are  quite  unfamiliar  to 
most  of  us  and  demand  lines  of  com¬ 
munication  and  strategies  that  are  far 
beyond  the  capacities  of  individuals. 

No  wonder  the  forces  of  selfishness  and 
evil  are  not  afraid  of  John  Q.  Christian! 

I  would  not  advocate  that  the  church 
organize  and  lead  political  and  economic 
forces  to  fight  evils  in  those  fields.  There 
are  already  a  considerable  number  of 
organizations  that  profess  to  be  working 
for  the  goals  we  profess. 

But  does  our  church  help  its  members 
become  aware  of  these  organized  forces? 
Does  it  help  its  members  evaluate  these 
opportunities  for  Christian  service?  Does 
it  encourage  its  members  to  enlist  and 
serve  as  Christians? 

Perhaps  even  more  important,  does 
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he  is  giving  you  not  on  the  basis  of 
balance  and  fairness  but  on  the  basis  of 
building  the  case  for  his  cause. 

Good  places  to  check  information  are 
your  local  newspaper,  governmental 
agencies  in  your  area  or  sometimes  the 
public  library.  If  the  matters  relate  to 
religion,  talk  to  your  pastor,  write  or 
telephone  TM/  UMR,  or  call  IN- 
FOSERV,  a  toll-free  telephone  number 
provided  for  United  Methodists  across 
the  country  who  need  information  about 
the  church  and  church  concerns  (1-800- 
251-8140). 

(2.)  Be  suspicious  Of  emotional 
language.  If  a  speaker  or  a  piece  of 
written  information  spends  a  lot  of  time 
with  unsupported  or  unrelated  charges 
that  something  is  “Communistic”  or 
“fascistic”  or  “un-Christian”  or  “un- 
American,”  it  would  be  good  to  wonder 
whether  these  terms  are  not  being  used 
to  fill  spaces  where  facts  are  missing. 

(3.)  Beware  of  speakers  or  writers 
who  use  “we”  and  “they”  without 
defining  who  “we”  or  “they”  are.  Ask  for 
specific  information,  not  vague 
generalities.  Request  dates,  times, 
name  and  places.  Don’t  settle  for  “we 
have  heard"  or  “according  to  our 
sources.” 

(4.)  Make  sure  you  know  when  a 
speaker  or  writer  is  quoting  someone  and 
when  he  is  “interpreting”  what  he  thinks 
someone  said.  If  you  are  given  a 
quotation  on  a  subject  from  someone 
whose  opinion  you  respect,  don’t  accept 
as  fact  the  assumptions  others  make 
about  what  that  speaker  was  intending  to 
say. 

(5.)  Don’t  sign  anything  (particularly 
a  check )  until  you  know  all  you  can  about 
an  issue  and  the  organization  supporting 
it. 

(6.)  Christians  are  responsible  for 
what  they  pass  along  to  others.  Don’t 
allow  yourself  to  be  a  second  party  to  a 
lie.  If  you  aren’t  sure  of  your  facts,  keep 
them  to  yourself. 


To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  to  the  Rev.  Judy  Weidman  for 
her  perceptive  and  timely  comments  on 
the  redundant  overkill  that  goes  on 
through  our  top-heavy  “process,” 
“study”,  and  endless  planning 
procedures  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  (TM/  UMR,  “Here  I  Stand”, 
July  11). 

Thanks  also  for  your  excellent  editorial 
on  the  idolatry  of  this  kind  of  thing  in  the 
same  issue.  Editorial  opinions  of  this 
nature  and  quality  are  a  real  service  to 
the  church. 

Like  Judy  Weidman,  I  go  to  a  whole  lot 
of  church  meetings,  and  I  have  reached 
the  point  where  I  cringe  and  look  for  the 
nearest  exit  when  I  see  plan-happy 
leaders  approaching  with  felt-tip 
markers,  newsprint  and  masking  tape. 
The  current  state  of  “openness,” 
“process,”  and  “study”  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  prompts  a  paraphrase 
of  Churchill :  never  have  so  many 
“processed”  so  much  for  so  few 
(significant  results). 

In  the  Army,  this  kind  of  thing  was 
called  “makework”  by  the  troops.  The 
real  tasks  confronting  Christians  today 
are  too  urgent  and  too  important  for  us  to 
waste  any  more  of  our  time  and  energy 
on  makework,  even  if  it  is  United 
Methodist  officially  approved 
makework. 

We  need  to  trim  our  “process”  down  to 
size,  recognize  its  true  nature  and 
limitations,  and  quit  making  an  in¬ 
stitutional  fetish  of  it. 


I  HOPE  TO 
ENLIST 

CHET  SMITH  IN 
OUR  MEN'S  CLASS 


HFP  AVERAGE 
OVER  200  fOR 
OUR  CHURCH 
gOWL/NCr  TEAM 


PERHAPS  I 
OUGHT  TO  PRAY 
ABOUT  MY 
MOTIVES 


‘ Process’  articles 
were  appreciated 


nuclear  war  coming?  The  nuclear  war 
happened  in  a  day  in  1945. 

Barbara  J.  Haverstock 
Ft.  Jackson,  South  Carolina 


To  the  Editor: 

I  suspect  your  July  11  editorial  on  More  nuclear  opposition 

. - -  k*.  To  the  Editor. 


“process”  and  “study,”  accompanied  by 
Judy  Weidman’s  personal  “slow  bum” 
observation,  will  generate  more  response 
than  most  articles  you’ve  run  lately. 

Why?  Because  most  of  us  in  the 
trenches  feel  the  “process  people”  have 
the  limelight,  and  we’re  too  nice  to  object 
publicly  to  the  whole  trend.  We  keep  on 
doing  the  jobs  of  evangelism,  worship 
and  all  the  rest  not  because  they’re  listed 
under  conference  priorities  (with  fund- 


Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
editorial  in  the  July  4  issue,  "Christian 
faith,  national  policy  and  “saber  rat¬ 
tling’.” 

You  are  so  right  when  you  say:  "Given 
the  (present  state)  of  world  affairs,  it  is 
inherently  irresponsible  for  any  nation  to 
consider  using  nuclear  weapons  against 
another.”  No  other  problem  in  human 
affairs,  outranks  this  one.  Christians 


Lubbock,  Texas 

Editorials  were 
‘ Bunkerisnis* 1 2 * * * * * *  9 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  the 
editorial  “The  idolatry  of  ‘openness’, 
‘process’,  and  ‘study’”  and  the  “Here  I 
Stand"  article  “Process  advocates 
should  re-examine  their  stewardship”. 
(TM/  UMR,  July  11). 

I  interpret  these  articles  as  saying 
process-oriented  people  get  bogged-down 
in  such  a  manner  that  there  are  no  end 
results  or  conclusions  reached.  I  don’t 
deny  these  possibilities.  But,  what  is  the 
alternative  to  process,  openness  and 
study?  No  alternatives  were  suggested  in 
either  of  these  articles. 

Since  process  thought  is  democratic, 
allowing  for  the  maximum  amount  of 
input  from  a  number  of  persons,  I  am 
anxious  that  the  implied  alternative  is  an 
authoritarian,  prejudiced  and  irrational 
one  —  an  “I  know  what’s  best  for  you”. 
Democratic  process  has  always  been 
slow  and  clumsy ;  a  monarchy  can  make 
rapid  and  concise  decisions.  Archie 
Bunker  would  agree  with  these 
editorials! 

I  do  hope  you  will  present  the  other 
side. 

James  S.  Farr 
Fort  Myers,  Florida 


Daniel  H.  Benson  in^.\  b®03115®  we  know  they  are  our  should  be  making  this  a  priority  in  their 


Readers-Editors  dialogue 

Should  TM/UMR  writers ’  names 
be  added  to  editorial  statements? 


We  have  read  with  interest  your 
editorials  each  week.  It  has  occurred  to 
us  that  you  should  seriously  consider 
adopting  the  policy  of  having  editorials 
signed  by  the  writer  thereof. 

One  of  the  two  largest  weekly  national 
news  magazines  has  recently  adopted  the 
policy  of  having  all  of  its  articles  and 
editorials  bear  the  names  of  the  reporter 
or  writer  together  with  those  names  of 
the  staff  assisting.  If  one  of  our  most 
influential  news  magazines  having  15  to 
20  million  circulation  can  adopt  this 
policy  (particularly  one  that  weaves  into 
its  news  reports  and  editorials  its  own 
liberal  political  philosophy),  would  not 
this  also  be  good  for  our  United  Methodist 
Church's  weekly  newspaper?  We  observe 
that  other  publications  and  newspapers 
are  more  and  more  having  all  articles 
and  editorials  signed.  We  also  note  that 
all  letters  to  the  editor  must  be  signed  by 
the  writers  thereof. 

We  suggest  that  this  lack  of  anonymity 
in  our  church  newspaper  would  add 
strength,  responsibility  and  integrity  to 
the  editorials.  United  Methodists  could 
thus  identify  the  authors  of  the  editorial 
policy  being  set  in  their  own  paper. 

K.  Thomas  Everngam 
Denton.  Maryland 


Publishing  editorials  unsigned  is  a 
time-honored  practice  of  newspapers, 
signifying  that  editorials  represent  the 
publication’s  opinion,  and  not  simply  that 
of  an  individual.  In  fact,  most  TM/UMR 
editorials  are  drafted  by  one  of  several 
persons,  and  then  edited  and  critiqued  by 
at  least  one  other.  Sometimes  they 
represent  substantially  the  work  of  one 
person,  and  sometimes  the  work  of 
several. 

As  editor.  I  will  not  publish  an  item 
under  the  designation  “editorial"  if  I  am 
not  prepared  to  stand  behind  it  and 
defend  it. 

Our  policy  of  running  editorials  un¬ 
signed  is  not  an  attempt  to  cloak  our 
opinions  in  anonymity.  To  the  contrary, 
we  run  the  names  of  our  writers  in  our 
masthead  each  week  on  page  2. 

I  am  not  yet  convinced  that  the  new 
policy  introduced  by  "Newsweek”  is  a 
good  one,  especially  as  it  applies  to 
editorial  statements.  But  I’m  willing  to 
be  convinced.  How  about  it  readers?  Do 
others  believe  we  should  sign  our 
editorials  —  either  as  individuals  or  a 
committee? 

—  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 


basic  and  continuing  tasks.  It’s  true, 
from  my  observation,  that  the  carefully 
worded  statements  issuing  from  all  the 
studies  going  on  too  often  become  the  end 
products  themselves. 

All  things  in  moderation  —  including 
process  and  study!  Thanks  for  your 
articles. 

Robert  B.  Fehlman 
Redondo  Beach,  California 

‘ Amen  and  Amen ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  read  in  the  July  11  issue  of 
TM/  UMR  the  Reverend  Judy  Weid¬ 
man’s  article,  “Here  I  Stand  —  Process 
advocates  should  re-examine  their 
stewardship”,  and  your  editorial,  “The 
idolatry  of  ‘openness’,  ‘process’  and 
‘study’”,  I  say,  “Amen  and  Amen”  —  big 
and  loud! 

Robert  N.  Arbaugh 
Springfield,  Missouri 

Church  needs  to 
help  provide  balance 

To  the  Editor: 

First,  I  want  to  express  general  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  The  variety  of  subject  matter 
included  is  excellent,  the  pluralism  of  our 
church  is  heard  from  allowing  the  wide 
opinion  spectrum  to  be  voiced,  and  the 
news  coverage  is  informative  and  in¬ 
teresting.  So,  thank  you  for  this  fine 
paper. 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  editorial, 
“Bicentennial:  Triviality  or  new  life?”  I 
have  a  hunch  that  the.  Bicentennial 
celebration,  the  ’76  elections,  plus  the 
uncertain  nature  of  things  in  the  country 
right  now  are  going  to  thrust  upon  the 
church  a  terrific  responsibility  to  provide 
balance,  along  with  the  task  of  providing 
a  realistic  view  of  the  Gospel  that  will 
call  us  to  be  God’s  people  first.  I  hope  we 
do  it  as  well  through  the  church  as  we 
should. 

Your  editorial  fittingly  advises 
scrutiny  as  well  as  appreciation  of  the 
past  in  order  to  deal  appropriately  with 
the  present  and  the  future.'  It  sounded  a 
very  timelv  note. 

Kenneth  W.  Hicks 
Grand  Island,  Nebraska 

Nuclear  war 
happened  in  1945 

To  the  Editor: 

The  mass  media  is  apparently  trying  to 
erase  a  bit  of  history  (see  TM/  UMR 
article,  “Nuclear  stand  draws 
criticism,”  July  11  issue).  ,uo 

In  August,  1945  the  United  States  WAS 
the  first  nation  to  be  aggressive .  with 
nuclear  weapons!  It  was  to  shorten 
W.W.II,  to  “save  thousands  of  lives,”  and 
to  stop  prolonged  slaughter.  The 
Japanese  found  themselves  smoking  as  a 
burnt  offering  on  the  altar  of  the  Free 
World!  The  pilot  of  that  B-29  which 
dropped  the  first  A-bombs  had  a  changed 
life.  His  conscience  toward  humanity 
hurt  him. 

What  is  this  talk  of  a  nuclear  first,  a 


thought  and  action. 

Clarence  F.  Avey 
Westfield,  Massachusetts 

Sometimes  we  must  act 

To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  someone  must  reply  to  Mr. 
Platts’  letter,  “Kent  State  aid  decried”, 
published  in  your  issue  of  July  4th. 

Probably  every  member  of  our  church 
knows  it  is  impossible  for  United 
Methodism  to  support  every  good  cause 
that  arises,  but  that  certainly  is  no 
reason  to  ignore  or  abandon  those  we  can 
help.  Besides  that,  if  you  know  Rev.  John 
Adams,  you  know  this  very  intelligent 
servant  has  dedicated  his  very  special 
talent  to  God  and  His  people  in  situations 
where  the  gospel  of  Christ  can  be  ex¬ 
pressed  only  in  active  support. 

We  simply  must  recognize  the  fact  that 
there  are  times  when  pastoral  exhor¬ 
tation  will  not  suffice  and  active  in¬ 
volvement  becomes  necessary.  John 
Adams  is  actively  involved  in  making  the 
gospel  visible  by  doing  a  part  of  God’s 
work  that  George  Platts  and  I  cannot  do, 
but  ought  to  support. 

Frank  Innis 
Frankfort,  Indiana , 


Attention  Churches 


SPORTSMAN  MAXIWAGON 

1975  Dodge  Sportsman 

15  Passenger 

Buy  -  Rent  -  Lease 

Contact  J.  Y.  Tingle 
Longhorn  Dodge,  Inc. 

2401  W.  7th  St.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  76107 
(017  )  335-2331,  Metro  429-0121 
(214  )  262-2244  (Dallas) 


The  South  Indiana  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
accepting  applications  for  the 
position  of  Business  Manager- 
Treasurer.  The  position  involves 
supervision  of  all  financial  aspects 
of  the  conference,  wherein  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  record 
keeping  and  investment 
procedures  is  essential.  Also  in¬ 
volved  is  supervision  of  staff  and 
ability  to  work  in  cooperation  with 
other  agencies  and  persons.  A 
familiarity  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  desirable;  a 
willingness  to  work  within  its 
policy  is  essential.  Send  resume  to 
Edward  Pinaire,  1210  Westwood 
Lane.  New  Albany,  Indiana  47150 
by  Sept.  1.  1975.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. 


Guy  Fox 

the  church  help  provide  the  considerable 
information  necessary  so  that  in¬ 
dividuals  can  evaluate  and  choose  the 
organizations  or  courses  of  action  that,  in 
their  judgement,  are  most  likely  to 
achieve  the  Christian  goals  we  seek. 

Collective  effort  is  the  only  effective 
way  to  fight  organized  evil;  yet  no  in¬ 
dividual  is  able  on  his  own  to  dig  out  the 
information  needed  to  determine  wisely 
who  and  where  his  allies  are. 

By  way  of  illustration,  we  read  in 
Section  V  of  the  “Social  Principles  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church” :  “We  hold  the 
government  responsible  for  the 
protection  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
to  .  .  .  (a  long  list  follows)  ...  We 
commit  ourselves  to  encouragement  of 
reasonable  use  of  these  rights  and  to 
resist  encroachment  upon  them  from  any 
source.” 

How  many  corrupt  or  short-sighted 
government  officials  are  frightened  by 
these  declarations?  How  many 
representatives  of  powerful  self-seeking 
business  concerns  will  be  disturbed? 
What  can  the  average  Christian  in¬ 
dividual  do  to  “hold  government 
responsible”  or  to  "resist  encroachment 
upon”  the  rights  of  minorities,  or 
migrant  workers  or  people  trapped  in  the 
slums  of  our  cities? 

What,  specifically,  can  or  should  the 
church  do?  Some  of  the  best  brains  of  the 
church  will  be  needed  in  working  out  the 
answers,  probably  over  a  considerable 
period  of  time. 

First,  however,  do  we  not  need  to  ask  if 
the  church  as  an  institution  is  really 
interested  in  clearly  identifying  possible 
allies  who  are  also  working  for  the  same 
social  and  ethical  goals  as  the  church  — 
organizations  that,  with  the  support  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  church 
members,  could  make  great  strides 
toward  achieving  our  common  goals? 

If  it  is  so  interested,  would  it  not  be  well 
for  our  1976  General  Conference  to 
establish  competent  personnel  and 
adequate  resources  to  deal  with  the 
problems  involved?  Among  the  things 
that  might  well  be  considered  are  the 
following : 

1.  Is  there  any  national  agency  at  the 
present  time  that  attempts  to  keep  us 
informed  regarding  the  major 
organizations  and  agencies  that  are 
striving  for  social  improvement  and  that 
make  appeals  for  public  support? 

2.  If  so,  how  might  we  best  use  the 
services  of  such  an  agency?  If  not,  would 
it  be  a  significant  contribution  to  the  fight 
against  evil  for  the  church  or  churches  to 
establish  such  an  agency? 

3.  Consider  the  possibility  of  preparing, 
with  proper  research  and  evaluation,  a 
directory  of  and  significant  information 
on  organizations  and  agencies  through 
which  Christians  can  best  help  to 
promote  Christian  objectives  in  all  fields 
of  human  society. 

4.  Provide  suggestions  that  might  help 
local  churches  or  individuals  gain  in¬ 
formation  that  will  enable  them  to 
evaluate  the  worthiness  of  organizations 
making  appeals  for  support. 

5.  Consider  the  specific  ways  through 
which  the  Christian  goals,  so  well  stated 
in  the  “Social  Principles  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  might  best  be  im¬ 
plemented  both  locally  and  nationally. 

And  a  final  question :  How  do  we  make 
known  to  our  General  Conference  our 
desire  for  such  action? 

" Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor.  Guy  Fox.  is  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Longmont,  Colorado  ( Rocky 
- Mountain  Conference). 


Maine  common  sense  and  Missouri 
skepticism  keep  most  of  us  from 
investing  in  things  we  can’t  see,  feel 
or  experience.  Yet  the  church  needs 
daring  folks  who  will  invest  in  our 
mission  program  on  faith. 

Become  a  partner  with  another 
church  or  individual  Christians  in  the 
U.S.  or  one  of  the  60  nations  where 
United  Methodists  are  at  work. 
Become  a  partner  in  faith,  trusting 
the  recipient  to  know  best  how  to 
use  your  gift.  Invest,  believing  your 
partnership  will  benefit  both  the 
giver  and  receiver- even  in  those 
instances  where  the  giver  may  never 
know  the  receiver  personally. 

Such  an  investment  makes  you  truly 
a  Disciple  in  Partnership.  Your  love 
and  concern  become  faith  in  action 
-through  Advance  Specials.  To 
learn  how  you  can  get  involved  write: 


The  Advance,  Room  1316 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  N.Y.  10027 
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‘ Monkey 9  trial  was  50  years  ago 

DAYTON,  Tenn.  —  In  July  1925,  the  little  town  of  Dayton,  Tenn.,  became  the 
subject  of  national  attention  as  William  Jennings  Bryan  and  Clarence  Darrow  faced 
each  other  on  the  opening  day  of  the  trial  of  John  T.  Scopes,  a  young  teacher  accused 
of  the  crime  of  expounding  in  school  Darwin’s  theory  of  evolution.  Although  Mr. 
Scopes  was  convicted,  the  verdict  was  overturned  on  a  technicality.  The  case  never 
went  before  the  Supreme  Court  and  questions  raised  by  the  “monkey  trial”  were  not 
resolved.  Half  a  century  later  these  questions,  particularly  whether  evolution  or  the 
Biblical  story  of  creation  or  both  may  or  should  be  taught  in  public  schools,  are  still 
active  issues. 

In  the  left  photo,  Mr.  Bryan  [left],  the  fiery  orator  who  defended  religious  fun¬ 
damentalism,  and  Mr.  Darrow,  the  famed  attorney  who  upheld  man’s  right  to  think 
are  shown  during  the  trial  when  heat  in  the  courtroom  forced  it  outside. 

At  right,  John  Scopes  hears  himself  being  sentenced  after  being  convicted  for 
teaching  his  pupils  “the  theory  of  the  simian  descent  of  man.”  Mr.  Scopes,  who  was 
24  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  died  in  1970.  religious  news  service  photo 

Convocation  focuses  on 
black  church  survival 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Rural  churches  facing  neglect? 

Town-country  leaders  say  UMC  under -emphasizes  them 


By  WINSTON  TAYLOR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  —  Black 
United  Methodist  congregations  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  were  promised 
help  to  survive  and  grow,  in  the  wake  of 
warnings  here  July  13-15  for  the  church  to 
purge  itself  of  racism,  to  become  a  model 
for  racial  inclusiveness  and  to  quit 
arguing  about  status. 

Nearly  500  delegates,  about  equally 
white  and  black  and  including  the  top 
leadership  in  nine  states,  attended  the 
Convocation  on  the  Black  Church.  They 
recommended  expanded  funding  for 
black  churches  —  for  salaries,  buildings 
and  program  —  support  of  churches  in 
racially  changing  communities  and 
intensified  recruiting  of  black  ministers. 

The  Southeastern  meeting  was  called 
by  the  region’s  bishops  with  the  aim  of 
“sensitizing  the  jurisdiction  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  black  church  and  to 
enable  white  leadership  to  see  what 
needs  to  be  done  to  strengthen  the  black 
church.”  All  of  the  region’s  11  active 
bishops  and  most  of  the  162  district 
superintendents  (14  of  them  black)  were 
here. 

In  the  final  recommendations,  coming 
out  of  12  workshops,  follow-up  was 
assigned  to  the  bishops,  who  were  to 
begin  considering  the  proposals  July  18, 
and  to  a  jurisdictional  task  force  on  black 
evangelism. 

Other  recommendations  include 
establishment  of  a  black  church 
development  fund  “to  empower  the  black 
church  to  be  in  mission”  through 
adequate  pastors’  salaries,  church 
facilities  and  programs;  a  black  church 
development  task  force  in  each  district 
and  a  consultation  similar  to  this  in  each 
district  by  next  June  1;  an  “aggressive 
and  continuing  program  of  recruitment” 
of  black  ministers  in  each  annual  con¬ 
ference,  and  the  development  of 
strategies  of  dealing  with  churches  in 
transitional  communities,  “including 
early  sensitivity  to  the  changing  nature 
of  the  community”  and  supporting  funds 
for  such  churches. 

Expressing  hope  that  the  convocation 
would  be  more  than  a  talking,  listening, 
resolution-passing  meeting,  both 
delegates  and  leaders  urged  that  the 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Need  for  a  general 
news  periodical  and  a  professional 
journal  for  ministers  was  affirmed  here 
July  17  during  the  third  of  three  round 
table  discussions  aimed  at  providing 
suggestions  for  the  betterment  of  United 
Methodism’s  ailing  national  publications 
program. 

Providing  perhaps  the  most  concrete 
suggestions  of  the  three  meetings, 
participants  —  who  were  predominately 
California-area  representatives  from 
local  churches  —  agreed  on  the  need  for  a 
“multi-edition  news  publication”  and  for 
a  “journal  directed  to  those  in  the 
professional  ministry.” 

The  meetings  were  held  to  provide 
input  to  a  committee  assigned  by  the 
United  Methodist  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications  (JCC)  to  draw  up  op¬ 
tions  and  suggestions  for  improving  the 
church-wide  communications  program. 
The  committee  was  organized  on  the 
heels  of  the  collapse  of  “United 
Methodists  Today,”  former  church 
family  magazine  which  succumbed  to 
financial  difficulties  in  June.  Earlier 
meetings  were  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

“We  have  heard  here  a  strong  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  need  for  a  publication 
which  deals  with  both  the  commonality 
and  the  pluralism  of  United  Methodist,” 
Edwin  H.  Maynard,  chairperson  of  the 
committee,  told  participants  at  the  final 
meeting  of  the  group. 

“Commonality”  and  “pluralism” 
came  through  strongly  in  the  model  the 
participants  discussed  for  a  “multi¬ 
edition”  news  publication.  The  model 
publication  would  be  designed  to  feature 
a  format  to  provide  United  Methodists 
with  a  general  church-supported 


momentum  not  be  lost  by  mere  referral 
to  committees.  This  is  the  first  such 
meeting  to  involve  the  whole  structure  of 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  where  the 
bulk  of  the  denomination’s  black 
membership  is  concentrated. 

The  strongest  call  for  action  came 
from  the  Rev.  Eben  Taylor,  Anderson,  S. 
C.,  District  Superintendent,  a  white 
leader  who  declared  the  church  cannot 
be  renewed  until  it  purges  itself  of 
racism.  He  held  that  “all  whites  are 
racists”  because  they  “receive  benefits 
distributed  by  a  white  racist  society  .  .  . 
so  arranged  as  to  automatically  benefit 
whites.”  Racism  is  evil,  he  stressed, 
because  it  “abuses  persons.” 

The  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Bethea,  director  of 
black  studies  at  Duke  University  Divinity 
School,  said  the  black  church  that  began 
as  a  secret  center  of  “prayer,  praise,  and 
protest”  for  slaves  can  still  become  a 
model  for  society’s  inclusiveness.  The 
denomination  must,  he  urged,  provide 
leadership  for  the  black  church  and  at 
the  same  time  work  to  remove  remaining 
barriers  to  a  fully  inclusive  church. 

The  assertion  that  the  church  is 
missing  opportunities  for  real  power  by 
arguing  about  status  and  greatness  came 
from  the  Rev.  Zan  W.  Holmes  Jr.,  of  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  S.M.U., 
faculty  in  Dallas,  Tex.  He  recalled  that 
Christ’s  disciples  also  argued  over  their 
greatness  —  Andrew  on  the  basis  of 
seniority,  Peter,  James  and  John  as  the 
“cabinet”  who  had  gone  up  the  mountain 
with  Jesus,  and  Judas  as  the  treasurer 
who  “paid  for  the  trip  up  the  mountain.” 
In  so  doing,  they  were  missing  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  salvation,  he  added. 

Dr.  Holmes  decried  the  movement  of 
United  Methodist  churches  away  from 
central  cities  even  though  60  per  cent  of 
black  people  still  live  there. 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  the  region’s  only  black  bishop, 
urged  ministerial  recruitment  especially 
because  the  average  age  of  black  United 
Methodist  ministers  is  now  nearly  60 
years.  He  added,  “We  cannot  continue  to 
drain  off  black  pastors  to  fill  showcase 
jobs  with  church  boards.” 


periodical  which  then  would  have  the 
commonality  of  several  standard  pages 
for  national  distribution  and  other  pages 
which  would  be  controlled  by  regional, 
ethnic  or  special  interest  groups  within 
the  church. 

Participants  suggested  the  model 
publication  be  published  either  monthly 
or  weekly  and  be  printed  on  newsprint. 
Funding  could  come  from  the  national 
level  of  the  church  for  the  standard  pages 
and  from  whatever  groups  interested  in 
editing  their  own  additional  pages. 

Some  participants  pointed  out  that  the 
proposal  is  very  similar  to  that  which 
already  is  being  done  by  “The  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter” 
(TM/  UMR),  which  publishes  certain 
national  pages  in  combination  with  28 
annual  conference  and  numerous  local 
church  editions. 

Exec  cautions  care 

Dennis  E.  Shoemaker,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Associated  Church 
Press,  touched  briefly  on  those 
similarities  late  in  the  discussion  when 
he  asserted  that  “any  action  taken  on 
future  United  Methodist  publications 
should  be  done  in  full  consideration  of 
those  publications  already  existing  — 
particularly  at  the  conference  level.”  He 
said  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  plan  a 
publications  program  without  the  reality 
of  these  publications  in  mind. 

Regarding  a  ministerial  journal, 
participants  stressed  a  need  for  such  a 
publication.  It  was  suggested  that  if  such 
a  journal  cannot  receive  adequate 
support  through  subscriptions,  then  the 
general  church  should  provide  subsidies. 

Other  suggestions  aided  and  supported 
to  some  extent  were:  (1.)  a  suggestion 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  small  town  and 
rural  denoipjnation  with  83  per  cent  of  its 
39,196  churches  and  61  per  cent  of  its 
membership  living  in  communities  of 
10,000  or  less  population.  A  few  church 
officials  contend  that  the  UMC  is 
neglecting  these  members.  Staff  writer 
Sharon  Mielke  contacted  a  number  of 
leaders  to  see  if  the  claim  could  be 
substantiated  and  wrote  the  following 
report. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

The  United  Methodist  Church  “very 
definitely  has  neglected”  its  members 
who  live  in  small  town  and  rural 
America,  contends  the  Rev.  Glenn 
Biddle,  Jackson,  Ohio,  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship 
(UMRF) .  He  $l$o  works  directly  with  the 
eight  county  Jatkson  Area  Ministry  in 
southeast  Ohio,  one  of  the  larger  con¬ 
centrations  of  parish  ministries  in  the 
church. 

This  neglect  is  also  “a  great  weakness 
in  the  church”  according  to  Gladys 
Campbell,  executive  for  town  and 
country  ministries  in  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  National 
Division. 

“The  weakness  is  in  not  tapping  the 
vast  potential  in  town  and  rural 
congregations,”  she  said.  “The  church 
has  been  involved  with  new  models  for 
response.  But  not  enough  has  been 
done.” 

Church  leaders  in  town  and  country 
areas  attribute  the  neglect  to  the 
following  factors: 

•  The  model  for  success  in  the 
ministry  has  been  to  achieve  a  pulpit  in  a 
single,  large  church.  This  resulted  in  a 
‘brain  drain’  from  rural  areas  as  pastors 
sought  moves  to  urban  churches. 

•  The  out-migration  of  population 
from  rural  and  small  town  areas  to  urban 
centers  reduced  financial  resources. 

•  During  the  last  decade  government 
and  the  media  have  focused  public  at¬ 
tention  on  urban  centers  with  their 
concentrations  of  manpower.  In  contrast, 
the  dispersed  population  of  rural  areas 
tended  not  to  organize,  strike  or  riot,  but 
suffered  in  silence. 

•  Training  in  church  leadership 
declined  as  annual  conference  leader¬ 
ship,  increasingly  from  urban  areas, 
tended  to  channel  money  and  training  to 
urban  areas. 

•  Church  school  curriculum  is 
designed  for  urban  oriented  persons  and 
couched  in  wording  rural  people  do  not 
use. 

•  Church  seminaries  are  not  training 
people  for  small  town  and  rural  settings. 

Urban  specialists  disagree 

Urban  specialists,  on  the  other  hand, 
contend  that  the  church  has  just  gotten 
around  to  urban  ministries  —  since  1966 
—  after  30  to  40  years  of  neglect  during 
the  rapid  urbanization  of  post-World  War 
II  years.  Kinmoth  Jefferson,  urban 
ministries  executive  in  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  said  “there  has  been  a 
long  history  of  rural  domination  in  the 
church  with  little  investment  in  urban 
ministries  until  the  last  few  years.” 

Rev.  Peter  Chen,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  parish  and  community 
ministries,  National  Division,  said  “the 
continuing  population  shift  to  urban 
centers”  means  there  will  also  be  a 
continuing  emphasis  on  urban  ministry 
in  his  department. 

Dr.  Marvin  Judy,  a  professor  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
prefers  to  say  that  “the  emphasis  on 
town  and  country  ministries  was  eclipsed 
for  about  10  years.”  Mr.  Judy  is  a  former 
UMRF  president,  author  of  four  books  on 


that  more  attention  be  given  to  the 
electronic  media  instead  of  the  printed 
media  and  (2.)  that  more  news  and 
feature  services  be  made  available  from 
the  national  level  to  conferences  and 
local  churches  for  inclusion  in 
publications  there. 

Several  statements  of  overall 
philosophy  received  considerable  at¬ 
tention.  Among  the  ideas  coming  from 
these  discussions  were  suggestions  that 
any  new  general  periodical  should  be: 
(1.)  editorially  free  and  apart  from  the 
influence  of  general  church  agencies; 
(2.)  pointed  toward  the  local  level  as 
much  as  possible;  (3.)  pluralistic;  and 
(4.)  strongly  United  Methodist. 

Following  the  final  session,  Mr. 
Maynard  summed  up  the  input  provided 
by  the  three  round  tables  as  thought 
provoking,  each  in  a  different  way,  and 
as  “coming  down  at  different  places.” 

Saying  it  is  impossible  at  this  time  to 
summarize  exactly  where  each  group 
“came  down,”  he  said  some  trends  can 
be  identified.  The  first  meeting  in  Little 
Rock,  he  said,  had  a  strong  emphasis  on 
“building  from  the  grassroots"  and 
bolstering  up  local  and  regional 
publications;  the  Philadelphia  meeting 
came  out  leaning  toward  a  general 
periodical  controlled  by  the  general 
church  and  providing  it  with  a  voice;  and 
the  Los  Angeles  meeting  stressed 
editorial  independence. 

Data  gathered  by  the  committee  will 
now  go  to  the  JCC  and  then  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  before  a 
final  document  on  the  issue  is  drawn  up 
for  presentation  to  General  Conference. 
The  round  table  discussions  are  only  one 
part  of  the  overall  data  gathering 
process . 


parish  development  and  the  rural  church 
scene,  and  is  also  executive  director  of 
the  new  UMRF  foundation.  (The 
Foundation  supports  benevolent, 
charitable,  educational  and  missionary 
undertakings  in  the  UMC  and 
ecumenically  that  will  fulfill  UMRF 
purposes.) 

The  General  Conference’s  aban¬ 
donment  of  mandatory  annual  con¬ 
ference  commissions  on  town  and 
country  ministry  is  the  key  reason  for  the 
‘eclipse’,  Mr.  Judy  believes.  “There  was 
no  solid,  responsible  agency  at  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  level  to  provide  support 
to  pastors  and  local  churches.” 

If  the  situation  is  to  change 
significantly,  and  Mr.  Judy  believes  it  is 
beginning  to,  annual  conferences  must 
endorse  cooperative  and  parish 
ministries  and  assure  moral,  program, 
and  financial  support  for  pastors  and 
local  congregations,  (see  related  article 
on  cooperative  parishes  this  issue 
TM/  UMR.) 

Hard  time  financially 

‘The  small  rural  church  has  really  had 
a  hard  time,  financially,  as  ap¬ 
portionments  have  increased,”  James 
Davis  observed  from  several  individual 
conference  studies.  Mr.  Davis  is 
research  director  for  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Apportionments  are  a  regressive  tax, 
which  means  that  while  they  tax  evenly 
they  hit  smaller  churches  harder 
because  a  small  church,  like  a  poor 
family,  has  just  enough  money  to  cover 
expenses  and  doesn’t  have  disposable 
income. 

But  Mr.  Davis  suspects  it  is  the  steady 
increase  in  pastor’s  salaries  which  is 
killing  the  small  rural  church.  He  said  it 
is  a  ‘rule  of  thumb’  that  a  church  needs 
400  members  to  pay  a  pastor  adequately 
and  provide  a  full  workload. 

Putting  four  or  five  churches  together 
to  reach  that  number  is  a  possible 
solution,  but  experience  shows  that 
usually  more  than  three  churches  on  a 
charge  diminishes  a  pastor’s  ef¬ 
fectiveness.  So  circuit  churches  get 
caught  in  a  money-minister-membership 
crunch. 

Minister  training  an  issue 

The  training  of  ministers  is  an  issue  for 
town  and  country  leaders.  “Very  few 
seminaries  are  doing  enough  to  train 
ministers  for  the  small  town  and  rural 
settings  where  the  majority  are  going  to 
spend  most  of  their  ministry,”  charged 
Glenn  Biddle. 

While  both  Mr.  Biddle  and  Mr.  Judy 
agree  that  specialized  training  is  needed, 
Mr.  Judy  differs  in  when  it  should  occur. 

“Seminary  should  provide  a  good 
theological  foundation  for  a  student  and 
introduce  him  or  her  to  all  areas  of 
ministry.  Specialization  in  any  one  kind 
of  ministry  might  better  wait  for  post¬ 
seminary  study.” 

Mr.  Judy  said  he  was  encouraged  by 
the  “very  healthy  attitude”  in  seminary 
students.  “They  are  interested  in  the 
pastoral  ministry,  and  that  means  small 
town  and  rural.” 

On  the  matter  of  curriculum,  Jenny 
Youngblood  maintains  that  church 
school  editors  are  "really  trying”  to 
make  materials  more  applicable  to  the 
small  rural  church.  She  works  directly 
with  small  churches  in  church  school 
development  as  a  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  Nashville. 

Ms.  Youngblood  has  observed  that 
local  leaders  have  some  difficulty  in 
using  materials,  but  she  believes  these 
problems  simply  point  up  the  need  for 
training  and  methods  in  the  small 
membership  churches. 

If  there  is  any  one  point  of  consensus 
among  rural,  small  town  and  urban 
leaders,  it  is  that  urban  needs  have  not 
been  over-emphasized  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  but  that  small  town 
and  rural  needs  are  under-emphasized. 

“The  real  issue  is  balancing  help  for 

Astronauts  hold 
differing  beliefs 

KENNEDY  SPACE  CENTER,  Fla. 
(RNS)  —  As  an  American  Apollo 
spacecraft  made  its  historic  rendezvous 
with  a  Soviet  Soyuz  vehicle,  news  media 
in  the  East  and  West  noted  the  contrasts 
between  the  two  crews. 

One  interesting  fact  that  most 
overlooked,  however,  was  that  the  head 
of  the  American  team  is  an  active  United 
Methodist  layman,  while  the  Soviet 
commander  is  a  member  of  the  Young 
Communist  League’s  Central  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Commander  Alexey  Arkhipovich 
Leonov,  who  was  in  the  Soyuz  craft  with 
flight  engineer  Valeriy  Nikolaevich 
Kubasov,  obviously  did  not  have  any 
comments  to  make  regarding  his 
religious  faith.  The  Soviet  hero,  who 
made  the  first  manned  “space  walk”  ten 
years  ago,  is  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  rather  than  a  denomi¬ 
nation. 

But  Brig.  General  Thomas  P.  Stafford, 
who  was  with  command  module  pilot 
Vance  Brand  and  docking  pilot  Donald 
Slayton  in  the  Apollo  craft,  has 
frequently  testified  of  his  faith  in  God.  At 
a  recent  chapel  service  at  Oral  Roberts 
University,  he  declared,  “If  I  did  not 
believe  in  God,  I  wouldn’t  get  within  500 
miles  of  Cape  Kennedy.” 

Astronaut  Stafford,  who  attends  the 
Seabrooke  Methodist  Church  in  Texas 
with  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  spoke  of 
the  similarities  and  differences  of  the  two 
space  crews  in  his  talk  at  Oral  Roberts. 

“In  working  with  the  Russian 
cosmonauts  we  have  developed  a  very 
close  friendship,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
philosophies  of  the  two  countries  are  so 
opposite,"  he  said. 


the  small  town  and  country  churches 
where  most  of  the  United  Methodist 
constituency  is  with  urban  areas  where 
two-thirds  of  the  American  population 
lives,”  said  Mr.  Jefferson. 

“Both  areas  are  in  crisis  and  have 
some  similar  problems,”  Mr.  Jefferson 
added.  “For  example,  changing  neigh- 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Cooperative  ministry  is  breathing  new 
life  into  growing  numbers  of  rural  United 
Methodist  churches. 

In  fact,  cooperative  parishes  — 
congregations  which  agree  to  work 
together  in  ministry  —  may  well  be  the 
wave  of  the  future  for  more  and  more 
U.M.  churches,  urban  or  rural,  claim 
many  church  officials. 

The  cooperative  parish  concept  really 
took  off,  some  directors  say,  following  a 
1972  parish  development  report  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  by  retired  Bishop 
Edwin  Garrison.  The  report  called  for 
bishops’  consultations  on  the  “parish” 
form  of  ministry,  as  well  as  a  broad 
range  of  training  programs  for  con¬ 
ference  and  district  staffpersons. 

Perhaps  one-third  of  United 
Methodism’s  episcopal  areas  have  had 
such  consultations,  estimates  Dr.  Marvin 
Judy  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Dallas,  a  consultant  on  the  study.  And 
training  opportunities,  while  not 
available  everywhere,  are  increasing. 

TM/  UMR  talked  with  a  few  parish 
ministry  people  who  believe  that 
cooperative  structures  are  beginning  to 
take  firm  hold  in  their  areas. 

West  Virginia 

“Our  bishop  said,  back  in  1963,  that  if 
the  UMC  is  to  continue  to  be  vital,  its 
organization  must  go  cooperative,”  says 
the  Rev.  Billee  Scott  Mick,  an  associate 
director  of  the  West  Virginia  conference 
council. 

Today,  working  from  legislation 
passed  in  1964,  the  entire  conference  has 
been  organized  into  a  total  of  90 
cooperative  parishes.  Boundaries  are  set 
and  every  pastor  knows  he/she  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  two  jobs:  to  be  pastor  of  a 
church  and  also  a  member  of  the  parish 
staff. 

The  number  of  churches  in  a  parish 
varies  from  nearly  50  in  rural  areas,  with 
eight  or  nine  ministers,  to  perhaps  a  half 
dozen  churches  in  urban  areas.  The 
bishop  assigns  one  minister  per  parish  as 
coordinator,  and  each  church  is  asked  to 
assign  representatives  to  a  parish 
council. 

Since  740  of  the  1,600  churches  have  50 
members  or  less,  it  makes  good  sense 
and  good  ministry  to  cooperate,  Mr.  Mick 
says.  Economy  is  a  factor,  but  not  the 
main  one,  he  maintains.  “To  equip  it  for 
better  ministry  by  helping  it  do  things  it 
couldn’t  do  alone  —  that’s  important.” 

Webster  County  Parish,  for  example, 
has  now  become  part  of  an  ecumenical 
program  for  youth  camp  work,  preparing 
homes  for  the  indigent,  etc.  —  something 
one  of  its  churches  could  never  have 
undertaken  alone. 

This  summer  the  West  Virginia  con¬ 
ference  will  conduct  its  twelfth  annual 
parish  development  workshop  for  new 
district  superintendents  and  parish 
coordinators. 

Missouri 

In  the  Missouri  Area,  comprised  of 
Missouri  East  and  West  conferences, 
cooperative  parishes  have  taken  an 
ecumenical  twist. 

A  dozen  such  parishes,  one  in  existence 
since  1945,  are  underway,  with  more  in 
the  talking  stages,  according  to  Missouri 
Area  director  of  creative  ministries  Rev. 
Melvin  West. 

Crossroads  Parish  is  made  up  of  four 
churches,  three  denominations,  two 
ministers  and  one  secretary.  Dayton 
County  has  12  churches  and  two 
denominations. 


borhoods  and  relating  to  newcomers  are 
common  to  both.  And  both  have  many 
small,  weak  churches  which  need  similar 
models  for  parish  development.” 

Rev.  Peter  Chan  said  “Yes,  there  is  a 
new  awareness  of  the  importance  of  town 
and  country  ministry,  but  it’s  not  an 
either/  or,  but  a  both/  and  situation.” 


Ecumenical  ministry  is  a  good  way  to 
set  up  cooperative  parishes,  Mr.  West 
believes.  “We  have  established  a  good 
trust  relationship,”  he  said. 

He  encourages  cooperative  parishes  to 
write  a  constitution  and  he’s  glad  to  help- 
them  do  it.  In  a  typical  parish 
arrangement,  each  church  pays  the 
same  amount  toward  staff  salaries,  but 
the  rest  of  the  budget  is  drawn  up  on  a 
per-member  basis. 

Mr.  West  agrees  that  conference  and 
episcopal  support  are  necessary.  “Policy 
statements  are  good  but  it  takes  real 
commitment.”  A  workshop  this  fall  will 
bring  together  cabinet  members, 
coordinators  and  hopefully  some  top 
resource  persons  in  parish  development. 

Florida 

The  Tallahassee  district  has  four 
cooperative  parishes,  the  most  in  the 
Florida  conference.  Twenty  churches,  15 
ministers  and  roughly  3,300  members  are 
involved  in  a  “larger-parish”  plan,  says 
the  Rev.  Jerry  Chapman. 

“Larger  parishes”  are  intentional,  he 
explained :  churches  agree  to  be  involved 
and  their  ministers  are  assigned  to  a 
specific  parish  responsibility. 

Ministers  serve  much  as  they  would  on 
the  multiple  staff  of  a  large  church,  as 
ministers  of  youth,  education  or 
missions.  Yet  they  still  retain  their 
identity  and  function  as  ministers  of  their 
own  congregations. 

There  are  problems,  he  admits.  It’s  not 
easy  to  find  pastors  interested  in  rural 
work  and  also  in  team  ministry.  There  is 
a  need  for  seminaries  and  lay  pastor 
training  courses  to  educate  pastors  for 
this  kind  of  ministry,  he  says.  Only  one 
pastor  came  to  the  Tallahassee  district 
with  prior  training. 

But  help  and  in-service  training  are 
available,  he  says,  from  the  Hinton  Rural 
Life  Center  in  North  Carolina,  where  he 
was  previously  an  intern,  and  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  national 
division’s  town  and  country  staff. 

Mississippi 

“A  small  membership  church  can 
begin  to  feel  it’s  part  of  something 
bigger,"  says  the  Rev.  Bill  Appleby, 
superintendent  of  the  Tupelo  district  in 
Mississippi,  where  five  cooperative 
ministries  have  received  a  boost  from  a 
two-year-old  Mississippi  conference 
policy  on  parish  development. 

“Something  bigger”  in  one  parish 
includes  a  thrift  store,  cooperative 
evangelical  missions  and  a  simultaneous 
stewardship  emphasis  which  has 
resulted  in  a  reduced  salary  supplement 
from  $,2,200  to  $500 

“Group  ministry,”  which  the  Tupelo 
district  has,  means  churches  commit 
themselves  to  joining  the  parish  but  can 
choose  the  ministries  they’ll  participate  . 
in.  It  works  best,  Mr.  Appleby  believes, 
when  a  parish  includes  churches  in  the 
same  school  district  or  political  division 
with  common  needs  and  interests.  Five  , 
of  Mississippi’s  six  districts  now  have 
cooperative  parishes.  The  remaining  . 
district  is  in  the  Delta,  which  is  sparsely 
populated,  but  “we  hope  to  get  parishes 
going  there  soon.” 

Most  important,  however,  he  says,  is  - 
that  “our  conference  has  affirmed  it  is 
serious  about  parish  development”  —  by 
providing  guidelines,  leadership  and 
evaluation,  and  by  salary  supplements 
for  parish  directors  and  parish  ministers 
in  their  second  and  succeeding  years  in 
the  parish. 


Class 

ified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  S1.00  per  Insertion. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
ndh-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department,.  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

•  CHURCH  FURN.'rURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 

Haney,  25  years  ^  -*erlence.  1224  Fisher. 

Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  754-8231  (of¬ 
fice),  776-5745  (home). 

DALLAS:  LAKEHILL  PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL.  2720  Hillside  Dr..  (75214).  located  In 
Lakewood  area.  Grades  1  -  12.  College 
Preparatory.  Co-educattonal.  State  ac¬ 
credited,  Small  classes.  Call  (214  )  826-2931. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  $2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's.  P.O.  Box  25351.  Houston,  Texas 
77005. 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive 
quality  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  cost.  Your  only  responstblUtv 

Is  either  to  get  tt\e  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour, 

P.  O.  Box  77.  Orlando,  Fla.  32802. 

TEACHER  NEEDED  —  preferably  bi  lingual 
—  to  teach  the  following  subjects:  Math. 
Science.  Business,  Physical  Education.  Pay  Is 
not  good  but  the  opportunity  and  the  need  is 
great.  Holding  institute.  P.  O.  Box  269.  Laredo. 
Texas.  78040.  (512  )  722-1123. 

GEMS  FROM  JAMES  by  Donald  Charles 

Lacy.  A  book  emerging  from  a  preaching¬ 
teaching  dialogue  involving  pastor  and  people 

In  a  United  Methodist  church.  Especially  good 
for  Bible  study  and  sharing  groups.  $4.95 
(hardback)  at  vour  favorite  Cokesburv  Store. 

32-PAGE  HISTORICAL  BOOKLET:  Title. 
"Bishop  Francis  Asbury  In  the  Making  of 
American  Methodism."  Summarizes  the  first 
half-century  of  Methodism  In  America. 
Valuable  for  church  literature  racks,  new 
members,  youth  and  adult  classes,  etc.  82.50 
per  dozen,  check  with  order.  Sample  copy  sent 
fcr  20c  In  stamps.  Dr.  W.  G.  Smeltzer.  700  S. 
Alton  Way.  Denver.  Colo.  80231. 

WANTED:  A  full-time  Education  Director 
with  emphasis  on  a  good  youth  program. 
Contact  The  Reverend  H.  Leon  Reed  at  First 

United  Methodist  Church.  214-657-6588;  or  at 
residence.  214-657-3652;  or  mall  resume  to 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  204  N.  Mar¬ 
shall  St..  Henderson.  Texas  75652. 

YOUTH  —  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  position  open 
—  Sept.  1  —  Salary  open.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  1479,  Clovis.  N.  Mex. 
Submit  resume  and  snapshot. 

Final  communications  round  table 
affirms  need  for  news  periodical 


Coop  parishes  spark 
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Hispanics  map  future 

Clergy  development  tops  Rio  Grande  concerns 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
GEORGETOWN,  Tx  -  Recruitment  of 
9t  least  five  ministers  per  year  —  and 
mandatory  continuing  education  for 
ministers  coming  from  other  countries  or 
denominations  —  top  a  long  list  of 
priorities  United  Methodism’s  Rio 


Grande  annual  conference  approved 
unanimously  this  year. 

The  list  grew  out  of  an  extensive  two- 
year  self-study  project  ordered  by  the 
conference  in  1973  in  a  move  to  combat 
•‘the  danger  of  letting  others  plan  for  our 
future." 


Unique  identity  marks 
Rio  Grande  Conference 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  “We  are  particular 
persons  with  a  particular  ministry  but  we 
don’t  feel  separated.  We  are  very  much  a 
part  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Set  apart  by  its  language,  proud  of  its 
traditions,  United  Methodism’s  tiny 
Hispanic-American  Rio  Grande  Con¬ 
ference  isn’t  a  bit  unhappy  with  the 
“unintegrated ’’  status  it  holds,  according 
to  its  chief  program  officer,  the  Rev.  Dan 
Rodriguez.  It  likes  being  a  separate 
conference. 

In  fact,  says  Mr.  Rodriguez,  there’s  a 
resurgence  of  pride  in  cultural  roots 
today  that  should  make  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference  ministry  even  more  vital  in 
years  to  come  —  if  it  gets  a  much-needed 
financial  boost  from  the  general  church. 
“Now  our  young  people  are  saying  what 
only  the  older  folks  used  to  say:  let’s 
hang  onto  our  culture  and  traditions!" 

Unknown  to  many  United  Methodists, 
there’s  been  an  Hispanic-American 
annual  conference  since  1885.  Today,  the 
Rio  Grande  conference  ministers  to 
16,500  persons  through  130  local  chur¬ 
ches,  100  pastoral  charges,  in  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  —  a  majority  of  the  Spanish¬ 
speaking  United  Methodist  churches  in 
the  United  States. 

To  help  the  denomination’s  Hispanic- 
Americans  learn  more  about  their 
heritage,  a  history  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference  is  now  being  written  by  Dr. 
Alfredo  Nanez  of  Edinburg.  Tex.  And  to 
strengthen  communications  there  is  a 
Rio  Grande  Conference  edition  of 
TM/  UMR  —  the  only  weekly  Spanish- 
language  publication  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

But  different  kinds  of  ministry  bring 
different  kinds  of  needs.  Mr.  Rodriguez 
anticipates  his  conference  will  ask  for 
substantially-increased  funding  next 
year  from  the  general  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  from  which  it  now  receives 
approximately  $330,000  annually. 

More  Spanish-speaking  ministers  will 
be  needed,  he  says,  to  maintain  and  in¬ 
crease  evangelism  efforts,  a  top-priority 
now.  He  projects  a  need  for  60  ministers 
in  the  next  ten  years  “just  to  hold  on." 
The  Rio  Grande  conference  has  lost  10 
ministers  to  death  and  retirement  in  the 
past  year,  from  a  total  of  92  active  (22  are 
retired,  and  of  the  active  ministers  32  are 
associate  and  one  is  a  probationary 
member  of  the  annual  conference.) 

“We’re  holding  our  young  people."  the 
program  council  director  says,  “and 
many  of  them  are  asking  for  help  in 
seeking  church  vocations  at  various 
levels.” 

;  Another  must,  he  says,  are  funds  for 
continuing  education,  to  assimilate 
ministers  into  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  United  States.  In  a  recent 
survey,  he  reports,  50  Rio  Grande 
pastors  said  they  had  been  born  in 
another  country  and  30  said  they  had 
come  into  United  Methodism  from  other 
denominations. 

What  about  the  possibility  of  merging 
the  Rio  Grande  conference  into  the 
English-speaking  church  structure  —  a 
concern  that  surfaced  in  the  1960's  and 
then  apparently  died  out?  “We  would 
oppose  it,”  Mr.  Rodriguez  says  firmly. 
“The  advantages  —  such  as  increased 
pastors’  salaries,  pension  benefits,  etc.  — 
simply  aren’t  great  enough.  We  are  not 
acculturated  to  the  point  where  we  can 
stop  addressing  ourselves  to  our  people 
in  a  special  way.” 

Dr.  Paul  Stauffer,  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  national  division,  says 
he  sees  little  possibility  of  any  move  in 
the  near  future  to  merge  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference. 

He  is  concerned,  however,  about  the 


ways  to  relate  to  other  United 
Methodists,  and  we  need  constantly  to 
find  more  ways.” 

Meanwhile,  looking  ahead  to  General 
Conference,  the  Rio  Grande  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  has  asked  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  ad¬ 
ministrative  staff  for  $7,000  to  send  a 
Spanish-speaking  task  force  to  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

“We  are  encouraging  the  minority 
conferences  to  petition  General  Con¬ 
ference  for  help  in  this  area,”  he  told 
TM/  UMR.  He  said  with  current  budget 
decreases,  the  national  division  cannot 
keep  up  any  longer  with  all  the  in¬ 
creasing  needs.  “The  general  church  has 
a  moral  and  ecclesiastical  obligation  to 
help.” 

Dr.  Stauffer  said  he  is  pleased  with 
efforts  in  the  Rio  Grande  Conference  and 
the  other  U.M.  conferences  in  the  same 
geographic  area  to  work  together  in 
planning  and  development  for  their 
urban  ministries. 

Mr.  Rodriguez  agrees  that  the  Rio 
Grande  conference  has  no  desire  to 
operate  in  a  vacuum.  “We  are  finding 
disparity  in  pastors'  salaries  and  pension 
benefits  which  exist  between  Anglo 
conferences  and  minority  conferences  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  “There  is 
great  injustice,”  he  says,  for  the  Rio 
Grande,  Puerto  Rican  and  Indian 
Missionary  Conferences  —  an  injustice 
for  which  the  church  at  large  must 
assume  responsibility. 

The  task  force,  said  council  spokesman 
Rev.  Arthuro  Mariscal,  would  “assist  in 
adverse  circumstances”  and  “support 
the  two-member  voting  delegation  and 
one  of  the  ways  to  achieve  it  is  to  have  a 
larger  numerical  representation  at  the 
General  Conference.” 


Poem  of  the  Week  j 

Praise  the  Lord 
By  GINGER  CARR 

Praise  the  Lord  in  gladness, 
Praise  the  Lord  in  woe. 

Praise  the  Lord  in  all  things— 

This  is  how  we  grow. 


In  a  report  on  “New  Opportunities  for 
the  Future"  of  the  bilingual  conference, 
the  conference  council  on  ministries 
tabbed  six  major  concerns  for  immediate 
action: 

•  Goals  and  guidelines  to  select  and 
train  ministers,  including  those  from 
other  denominations,  countries  and 
ethnic  groups,  including  English. 

•  Continuing  education  for  clergy,  1 
with  funding  solicited  from  outside 
sources. 

•  Christian  education  and  leadership 
development,  with  a  goal  of  increasing 
local  church  attendance  by  50  percent  by 
1977. 

•  A  declaration  denouncing  racism 
and  formation  of  a  Commission  on  Social 
Justice  by  1976. 

•  Development  of  materials  and 
programs  to  encourage  Hispanic 
Americans  to  understand  the  historical 
roots  of  Mexican-Americans. 

•  A  broad  program  of  evangelism  that 
will  increase  local  church  membership 
by  2,000  members  in  the  1977-80 
quadrennium. 

Other  goals  outlined  in  the  report  and 
adopted  by  the  Conference  include  an 
equitable  workload  for  pastors,  in¬ 
creased  self-support  for  local  churches 
and  a  new  scale  of  equitable  salaries  for 
pastors  in  1977. 

It  calls  for  the  annual  conference  to 
become  self-supported  by  1985, 
“beginning  with  a  conference-wide 
crusade  of  stewardship  and  finance, 
increasing  by  50  percent  the  pastoral 
charges  which  are  not  self-supported  so 
that  they  may  become  self -supported.” 

Fifty  percent  of  Rio  Grande  conference 
pastors  now  receive  less  than  $2,000  for 
salary  from  the  local  church  and  66 
percent  receive  less  than  $3,000,  the 
report  continues.  Forty  percent  of  all 
churches  raise  less  than  $4,000,  and  per 
capita  giving  for  the  past  few  years  has 
been  $34.58. 

Copies  of  the  comprehensive  report 
will  go  to  all  United  Methodist  bishops, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Dan  Rodriguez, 
Rio  Grande  Conference  council  director 
Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of  San  Antonio 
will  personally  introduce  it  to  the  College 
of  Bishops  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  Mr.  Rodriguez  said. 

He  told  TM/  UMR  the  Rio  Grande 
conference  also  hopes  that  Board  of 
Global  Ministries'  secretaries  will  “sit 
down  and  rap  with  us  on  what  this  means 
for  the  church  and  the  conferences.” 

The  broad-ranging  recommendations 
were  compiled  by  a  steering  committee 
after  consultations  with  laypersons  and 
pastors  and  the  compilation  of  data  from 
across  the  conference,  the  report  says 
Consultants  on  the  project  were  Dr.  Ezra 
Earl  Jones,  researcher  for  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  national  division,  and 
Dr.  Virgil  Sexton,  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 


TM/UMR  prints  and  delivers  Journals 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  Jr.  receives  the  first  of  2,600  copies 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Journal  from  TM/UMR  composition  manager  Bill 
Sybert  July  18  —  setting  a  new  record  for  quick  delivery  of  a  Journal  for  the  confer¬ 
ence.  The  Journal  contains  all  the  official  proceedings  and  records  of  the  Annual 
Conference  session  held  May  27-30  and  in  previous  years  has  not  been  available  until 
fall.  TM/UMR  has  added  this  new  service  and  during  the  summer  also  will  print  the 
Journal  for  California-Nevada  and  Peninsula  conferences. 


Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 

Great  Passion  Play  And 
Ozark  Mountain  Music  Show 

Special  September  Senior  Citizen  Package  Plan 

Two  days,  two  nights;  all  meals;  reserved  tickets  to 
Passion  Play  and  Country  Music  Show 
Escorted  tour  of  Eureka  Springs 

prices  start  as  lort  as  $ 39-00  per  person 


For  information,  write: 

Mount  Air  Lodge  "Inn  of  the  Ozarks" 

P.O.  Box  431  M 

Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632  Phone  (501)  253-9768 


Special  recognition  for  a  special  ministry 

SPRINGFIELD.  III.  —  Not  many  junior  high  youngsters  are  officially  recognized 
by  their  mayor  and  their  governor  all  in  the  same  week!  But  it  happened  recently  to 
the  Holy  Fools,  a  troop  of  30  young  clowns  from  First  UMC  here,  who  are  receiving 
ever-increasing  acclaim  for  their  ministry  to  nursing  homes  and  hospitals  and  their 
fund-raising  efforts  for  a  Halfway  House  for  alcoholic  women. 

Several  of  the  Fools,  including  “Head  Fool"  Rev.  Bill  Peckham,  associate  pastor 
at  First  Church,  are  pictured  here  with  Gov.  Dan  Walker,  who  proclaimed  July  13 
Holy  Fools  Recognition  Day  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  Springfield  Mayor  William  C. 
Telford  also  honored  the  clowns  with  an  official  Holy  Fools  Week  July  6-13  in  Spring- 
field.  for  their  “commendable  example  of  unselfish  service.” 

PHOTO:  BILL  PECKHAM 


Hook  Review 


^OOIST 

"The  Nation  Yet  To  Be,"  by  Bishop 
James  Armstrong,  Pilgrim  Press,  120 
pp..  1975,  $2.25. 

By  ELLIS  FINGER  JR. 

A  recent  cartoon  in  “Saturday 
Review"  depicts  a  young  client  saying  to 
a  librarian.  “I  want  a  book  that  starts 
out.  ‘Once  upon  a  time’  and  ends  with 
‘They  lived  happily  ever  after.” 

Our  nation’s  history  in  these  last  two 
memorable  centuries  fills  the  first  of 
those  two  requests.  But  the  second?  That 
hope  and  that  youthful  expectation 
depend,  at  least  in  part,  on  how  we  reflect 
upon  the  past  and  the  present .  And  upon 
how  we  plan  for  the  immediate  and  long 
range  future. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong’s  “The 
Nation  Yet  To  Be,”  may  look  like  one 
small  step  for  a  casual  reader.  But,  given 
that  one  step  by  thousands  of  persons 
who  are  more  than  casual  in  their 
reading,  the  book  can  be  a  long  stride  for 
one  strategic  segment  of  humanity. 

When  carefully  read,  digested  and 
acted  upon,  this  volume  could  move  a 
Republic  to  a  point  in  history  when  there 
will  be  a  joy  and  gratification  which  are 
worthier  goals  than  uninterrupted 
happiness.  And  the  little  girl  at  the 
librarian’s  desk  could  have  the  second 
part  of  her  request  granted. 

The  several  chapters  of  this  relatively 
brief  paper  back,  with  perceptive  strokes 
and  admirable  movement,  lead  through 
the  reassuring  human  and  constitutional 
heritage  of  the  nation.  The  pages  then 
compel  the  reader  to  see  the  exciting 
opportunities  and  weighty  obligations 
history  lays  upon  the  Christian  patriot. 
“The  Nation  Yet  To  Be"  is  designed  for 

Efforts  being  made 
to  include  youth  in 
General  Conference 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  national 
United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  (UMCYM)  and  the  youth 
ministry  councils  of  the  Oregon-Idaho 
and  Pacific  Northwest  Conferences  are 
cooperating  to  involve  youth  in  the 
denomination’s  1976  General  Conference. 

Names  of  youth  delegates  and  youth 
visitors  who  plan  to  attend  the  12-day 
conference  in  Portland  next  April  are 
being  collected  by  the  UMCYM  office  in 
Nashville. 

According  to  UMCYM  staff  member 
C’harito  Saldana,  a  large  number  of  youth 
visit  the  conference  held  every  four 
years. 

Mr.  Saldana  said  plans  are  being  made 
to  offer  low-cost  housing  and  meals  for 
youth  visitors  who  are  interested. 

The  youth  who  send  their  names  to  the 
Nashville  office  will  also  receive  several 
packets  of  material  prior  to  the  General 
Conference.  Mr.  Saldana  said  these  will 
include  advance  reports  and  material, 
explanations  of  church  structure  and 
General  Conference  procedures,  and 
legislation  or  issues  related  to  youth. 
Plans  are  also  being  made  for  meetings 
of  the  youth  during  the  conference  for 
discussion  of  concerns  and  legislation. 

Youth  planning  to  attend  the  General 
Conference  may  write  to  UMCYM,  P.O. 
Box  840,  Nashville.  Tenn.  37202. 

Missouri  Synod 
Lutherans  on  brink 
of  splitting  church 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.  (EP)  -  July  4 
fireworks  that  opened  the  U.S.  Bicen¬ 
tennial  celebration  also  opened  the  51st 
annual  convention  of  the  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod  (LCMS), 
providing  the  anticipated  “fireworks” 
within  the  embattled  church  and  moving 
it  closer  to  a  parting  between  “con¬ 
servatives”  and  “moderates.” 

ELIM  (Evangelical  Lutherans  in 
Mission)  was  branded  schismatic  .  .  . 
Seminex,  a  part  of  Concordia  Lutheran 
seminary  in  “exile,”  was  told  to  close  up 
or  conform  doctrinally  and  ad¬ 
ministratively  ...  and  any  district 
president  who  intended  to  permit  or¬ 
dination  of  graduates  from  the  rebel 
seminary  was  told  he  must  resign. 


Christian  role  in 
history  stressed 


common  and  uncommon  people.  Tha 
catches  us  all  up.  It  is  simple,  but  not 
simplistic;  clear  and  candid,  with  no 
illusions  about  the  complexities  of 
either  the  political-socio-economic  fabric 
or  of  the  intricate  human  situation.  The 
volume  is  remarkably  free  of  empty 
platitudes  —  or  of  full  ones  —  a  charac¬ 
teristic  absence  which  comes  as  no  sur¬ 
prise  to  anybody  who  has  heard  Jim 
Armstrong  preach,  or  even  heard  about 
him. 

In  these  120  packed-full  pages  can  be 
found  a  solid  corrective  to  naive 
utopianism  and  to  immobilizing  feelings 
of  powerlessness.  Either  situation  is  a 
grave  threat  to  a  hopeful  future. 

Reviewers  of  books  sometimes  feel 
they  must  find  at  least  a  modest  com¬ 
plaint  or  difference  of  opinion.  I  had  to 
work  hard  on  that  one  —  but  did  succeed. 

The  bishop  appears  to  be  a  bit  severe 
with  Reinhold  Niebuhr,  an  honored  and 
admired  teacher.  Niebuhr,  writes  the 
bishop,  “in  ridiculing  the  Christian 
tradition  of  non-violence  .  .  .  rationalized 
the  inevitability  of  a  confrontation  be¬ 
tween  nuclear  super-powers.  In  justify¬ 
ing  the  dominant  role  of  “the  national  in¬ 
terest  in  the  formation  of  public  policy 
he  left  the  nations  of  the  world  no  choice 
but  international  anarchy.” 

In  the  same  paragraph  on  page  104, 
Bishop  Armstrong,  after  recognizing  the 
validity  of  many  of  Niebuhr’s  judgments, 
states  that  "in  a  sense  he  was  the 
spiritual  godfather  of  ‘the  best  and 
brightest,’  that  remarkable  collection  of 
public  servants  who  descended  on 
Washington  during  the  Kennedy-Johnson 
years  to  build  a  Camelot.”  Whatever 
other  faults  the  “best  and  brightest”  — 
the  likes  of  McNamara,  Rusk,  Bundy  and 
Rostow  —  may  have  had,  they  did  not 
believe  that  a  confrontation  between 
nuclear  powers  was  inevitable,  or  that 
the  nations  of  the  world  had  no  option  but 
international  anarchy. 

The  appraisal  of  Niebuhr,  a 
provocative  thinker  of  unquestionable 
integrity,  is  one  example  of  a  stimulant 
for  fruitful  conversation  and  action 
generated  by  this  Pilgrim  Press  book. 

As  a  frankly  biased  collegue,  I  want 
enthusiastically  to  commend  the  book.  I 
say  to  every  thoughtful  believer,  “Get  a 
copy  of  “The  Nation  Yet  To  Be”  as 
quickly  as  you  can  .  .  .  and  live  with  it  for 
a  long  while  and  get  others  to  live  with  it 
with  you." 

Bishop  Finger  administrates  the  Nash¬ 
ville  area  and  recommended  this  book  to 
the  laity  and  clergy  at  the  recent  session 
of  the  Memphis  Conference. 
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35  ethnic 

projects  get 
U.M.grants 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  -  Money 
for  outreach  programs  directed  by  ethnic 
congregations  increased  considerably  in  _ 
the  latest  grants  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Minority  Group  Self- 
Determination  Fund. 

The  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
granted  $266,600  to  35  projects,  about  one- 
half  the  money  requested. 

The  emphasis  on  congregational 
grants  is  in  line  with  a  policy  adopted  last 
September  which  gives  priority  to 
projects  designed  “to  develop  and 
strengthen  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church  in  ministry  and  mission.” 

The  congregational  projects  in  the 
current  grants  include  Long  Island  City 
Church,  Astoria,  N.Y.,  $1,700  for 
Hispanic  youth  center  and  $8,000  for 
Hispanic  and  foreign-born  information 
center;  Henderson  Memorial  Church, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  $7,000  for  black  parish 
worker;  Ingleside-Whitfield  Church, 
Chicago,  $8,000  for  black  parish 
development;  Fetu  Ao  Church, 
Torrance,  Calif.,  $10,000  for  mission  to 
Samoan  community;  Pacoima,  Calif., 
Church,  $2,500  for  black  children’s  camp; 
Spanish  Church,  Trenton,  N.J.,  $5,000  for 
education  and  community  services; 
Whatcoat  Church,  Dover,  Dela.,  $10,000 
for  black  neighborhood  center;  Haven 
Memorial  Church,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
$2,000  for  black  children’s  enrichment; 
St.  James  Church,  Baltimore,  $8,000  for 
black  parish  development;  Chinese 
Community  Church,  New  York,  N.Y., 
$4,000  for  community  services;  Staten 
Island,  N.Y.,  $1,500  for  workshop  on 
ministries  to  Asian  and  Native  American 
population. 

Community  services  —  National  Black 
United  Fund,  Los  Angeles,  $16,000; 
Martin  Luther  King /  John  Stewart 
Urban  Center  Complex,  Kansas  City, 
Kans.,  $5,000;  Youth  and  Senior  Citizens 
Program,  Tutwiler,  Miss.,  black,  $5,000; 
Casa  Placentia,  Placentia,  Calif.,  His¬ 
panic,  $9,000. 

Economic  training  and  development  — 
Native  American  Training  and 
Education  Farms,  Inc.,  McLoud,  Okla., 
$3,000;  School  House  Road  Developers 
Corp.,  Sykesville,  Md.,  black,  $12,000  for 
housing;  Economic  Self-Development 
Program,  Las  Vegas,  N.M.,  Hispanic, 
$5,000;  Rincon  Indian  Cattlemen’s 
Association,  Valley  Center,  Calif.,  $5,000; 
Southwestern  Oklahoma  Indian  Arts  and 
Crafts,  Inc.,  Anadarko,  $9,000;  “We- 
Can”  Project,  Tacoma,  Wash.,  $3,000  for 
training  for  Korean  women;  Southern 
Agricultural  Association  of  Virginia, 
Inc.,  South  Boston,  $8,000  for  cooperative 
for  low -income  farmers;  Holmes  County 
Poor  Farmers,  Lexington,  Miss.,  black, 
$10,000  for  services. 

Youth  leadership  —  Youth  Outreach 
Ministry,  Columbus,  Ohio,  black,  $6,000; 
Youth  Leadership  and  Development, 
Kansas  City,  Mo..  $7,000  for  black  and 
poor  white;  Crisis  Ministries,  Anderson, 
S.C.,  black,  $1,500. 

Miscellaneous  —  Asian  Law  Caucus, 
Oakland,  Calif.,  $7,000;  Indian  Day  Care 
Center,  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  $900;  Com¬ 
munity  Day  Care  Center  of  Franklinton, 
La.,  black,  $2,500;  La  Casa  del 
Emigrante,  Wilmington,  Dela.,  $4,000  for 
outreach  worker  to  Hispanic,  black  and 
white  farm  workers;  Choctaw  Legal 
Defense  Association,  Philadelphia, 
Miss.,  $9,000;  Indian  Cultural  Awareness 
Program,  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  $8,000; 
National  Federation  of  Asian-American 
United  Methodists,  San  Francisco, 
$35,000  for  caucus  operation;  Methodist 
Association  Representing  the  Cause  of 
Hispanic  Americans  (MARCHA), 
Denver,  Colo.,  $28,000  for  caucus 
director’s  office. 


Wash  That  POLLEN 
Right  Outa  Your  Eyes 

Better  than  any  eye  drop,  LAVOPTIK  washes 
away  itchy  pollen.  Soothes  and  relieves  sore, 
burning,  itching  eyelids;  relaxes  tired  eyes. 
Laboratories  can  count  the  extra  grains 
removed  by  gentle  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash. 
Avadabl^iUeadm^lai^ounte^^vei^where^ 


Afraid  You’re 
Going  Deaf? 

Chicago,  Ill.  — A  free  offer  of 
special  interest  to  those  who 
hear  but  do  not  understand 
words  has  been  announced  by 
Beltone.  A  copy  of  the  book 
“The  Truth  About  Nerve  Deaf¬ 
ness”  by  a  prominent  audiolo¬ 
gist  will  be  given  to  anyone 
answering  this  advertisement. 

The  book  contains  8  pages  of 
facts  about  today’s  most  com¬ 
mon  hearing  problem,  the  early 
warning  signs,  and  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  medical  or  surgical 
help. 

This  book  is  free,  so  we  sug¬ 
gest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no 
cost,  and  certainly  no  obliga¬ 
tion.  Thousands  of  copies  have 
already  been  mailed,  so  write 
today  to  Dept. 4705.  Beltone 
Electronics  Corp.,  4201  W.  Vic¬ 
toria  St.,  Chicago,  III.,  60646. 


Needed  ‘.Somebody 
To  Love  Me! 


Kim  is  one  of  our  “found” 
children  in  Korea.  She  was 
abandoned  by  her  parents  and 
there  is  no  way  of  tracing  them. 
Kim,  who  will  be  three  next  month, 
suffered  from  malnutrition  before 
she  was  brought  to  our  orphanage 
in  Pusan,  and  her  health  still  is  not 
good. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Kim  or  some  other 
deserving  child  in  one  of  our  or¬ 
phanages  in  Korea,  Sarawak,  or 
India  will  be  a  rewarding  project 
for  an  individual  or  a  group.  We 
will  send  you  full  information  on 
“your”  child  and  you  may  write 
him  if  you  wish.  You  do  not  sign  a 
contract.  The  cost  is  still  about  $10 
a  month.  Why  not  invest  now  "in  a 
little  bit  of  eternity”? 


WRITE  TO:  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Pur-  | 
via  nee,  WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  Inc.,  Box  6: 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  (2001. 
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Bishop’s  Message 


nber  have  commented  favorably  on  the  news  coverage,  the  general 
tormat,  and  the  high  journalistic  standards  of  this  publication.  Credit  must  be 
given  where  credit  is  due,  and  it  should  be  known  that  Thelma  Brett  has  acted 
as  editor,  news  editor,  financial  director  and  publishing  agent  for  several 
months.  Actually  the  stated  editor  of  this  paper  is  the  Area  Provost,  and  the 
news  editor  is  Mrs.  Thelma  Brett,  whose  journalistic  credentials  are  widely 
known.  The  essence  of  good  religion  is  communication  (getting  the  good  news 
across)  and  Mrs.  Brett  has  not  failed  in  her  part.  We  appreciate  the  very 
laudable  work  of  Mrs.  Brett  and  we  anticipate  the  fine  leadership  of  the  new 
Provost.  Both  will  continue  in  their  posts  of  editor  and  news  editor  respectively. 

Faithfully, 

^  . 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Around  Our  Conference 


When  Lafayette  District  held  a  “Super  Sunday "  the  setting  was  the  Morgan  City 
Municipal  Auditorium.  Tom  Matheny,  Alfred  Brazzard.  and  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation  Singers  all  took  part  in  a  meaningful  program.  Ladies  of  the 
Pharr  Chapel  UM  Church  were  in  charge  of  the  banquet,  and  the  occasion  saw  a 
record  turnout.  The  Singers  are  shown  in  the  photograph  above. 


Received  into  the  National  Honor 
Society  at  Rayne  High  School  recently 
was  George  McVay,  son  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  George  McVay,  of  Rayne.  The 
McVay  family  appear  in  the  photograph 
below. 


Bell  noted  that  the  tour  was  so  suc¬ 
cessful,  interesting  and  fruitful  that  a 
similar  type  tour  is  being  planned  as  an 
annual  affair. 


A  grant  of  $2,500  has  been  made  by  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  to  the  Community  Day 
Care  Center  of  Franklinton.  This  was  one 
of  more  than  30  grants  recently  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Commission  .  .  to 
develop  and  strengthen  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  in  ministry  and 
mission.” 

*  *  * 

Dillard  University's  Drama  Depart¬ 
ment  recently  presented  a  children’s 
play,  “Stagolee,”  for  five  days  on  the 
campus.  The  play  is  based  on  the  black 
folk  hero  and  is  told  through  action, 
music,  dialogue  and  dance.  Students  in 
the  Drama  Department  took  part. 

*  *  * 

Mount  Zion  UMW,  New  Orleans, 
sponsored  a  recent  trip  to  Baton  Rouge  to 
see  ‘‘in  action”  a  member  of  the  local 
unit,  Mrs.  Dorothy  M.  Taylor,  State 
Representative.  The  ladies  visited  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  were 
formally  welcomed  and  presented  by 
Mrs.  Taylor.  Upon  invitation  of  Governor 
Edwin  Edwards,  the  Methodist  Women 
were  luncheon  guests  of  the  Governor  at 
the  Mansion.  Representative  Taylor 
presented  each  member  of  the  group  a 
packet  of  information  about  Louisiana 
and  she  also  presented  the  Louisiana  flag 
to  Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell,  President  of  Mount 
Zion's  United  Methodist  Women.  Mrs. 


Gerald  Halley,  Choir  Director  at  First 
UM  Church,  Slidell,  recently  was 
recognized  for  completing  four  summer 
sessions  at  the  Church  Music  Workshop, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas.  Texas.  Mr.  Halley  has  been'  at¬ 
tending  these  workshops  each  summer 
since  1972,  studying  with  outstanding 
leaders  in  the  field  of  music  and  liturgy. 
He  was  one  of  two  persons  completing  the 
four-year  course  this  summer.  He  has 
served  as  choir  director  at  the  Slidell 
church  since  1971.  In  the  photograph 
below  Mr.  Halley  (left)  is  seen  receiving 
his  diploma  from  Francis  Madison, 
Worship  Work  Area  Chairman. 


This  newspaper 
is  read  by 
more  than  13,000 
United  Methodist 
families 


Conference  Journal 
off  the  press 99 


is 


The  publication 
and  delivery  of  the 
Conference  Journal 
this  year 
established  a 
record  for  speed 
and  accurdcy. 
Pictured  left  are 
Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  and 
Mrs.  Betty  Watson, 
seen  receiving  first 
copies  in  July. 
Bishop  Crutchfield 
extends  congrat¬ 
ulations  to  the 
Reverend  Ray 
Branton,  Confer¬ 
ence  Secretary,  and 
his  staff,  and  to  the 


UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  for  the  fine  edition. 

Mount  Zion  observes 
105th  anniversary 


Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  observed  its  105th 
Anniversary  on  July  27,  with  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Alfred  L.  Norris,  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent  preaching.  The  Rev. 
Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr.  is  pastor  of  Mount 
Zion. 

According  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Walker 
the  theme  for  the  Anniversary 
celebration  was  ‘‘Evangelism  in  Action,” 
and  the  entire  program  witnessed  to  this 
emphasis. 

The  combined  choirs  of  the  church, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Thelma  F. 
Taylor,  Minister  of  Music,  presented  a 
musical  program  of  great  inspiration. 
The  congregation  sang  a  special  “Mount 
Zion  Celebrates  A  Birthday.”  And  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  M.  Taylor, 
Chairman,  it  was  a  birthday  to 
remember.  Each  person  attending  wore 
a  badge  of  red  and  white,  official  colors 
of  the  day,  and  sick  and  shut-in  members 
were  honored  during  the  morning  ser¬ 
vice.  The  “First  family”  of  the  church 
reigned  for  the  first  time  on  that  day. 

Following  the  morning  services,  all 
members,  former  members  and  guests 
were  feted  at  a  birthday  dinner  in  the 
Educational  and  Activities  Building, 


where  a  “note  burning”  ceremony  was 
held,  marking  the  final  payment  on  the 
Activities  Building. 

The  evening  service  at  Mount  Zion 
featured  a  pageant,  “Church  Clinic,” 
l  which  was  presented  by  youth  of  the 
church.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a 
parade  of  presidents  of  auxiliaries  and 
organizations. 

Mount  Zion  traces  its  beginnings  to 
1870,  when  members,  met  from  house  to 
house.  The  church  building  has  seen  two 
locations  —  Jackson  Avenue  and 
Louisiana  Avenue,  and  its  current 
membership  numbers  approximately 
1200  members.  Two  of  its  former 
distinguished  pastors,  the  Rev.  W.  T. 
Handy,  Sr.  and  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington 
reside  in  New  Orleans. 

Instrumental  in  planning  the 
memorable  event,  in  addition  to  the 
Chairman,  Mrs.  Dorothy  M.  Taylor, 
were:  Mrs.  Ada  Hart,  co-chairman;  Mrs. 
Thelma  F.  Taylor,  Wadsworth  A.  Davis, 
Mrs.  Myrtle  B.  Washington,  Mrs.  Emily 
Moran,  Mrs.  Azalea  Stevenson,  Mrs. 
Edmonia  N.  Rouselle,  Mrs.  Marion 
Walmsley,  Mrs.  Violette  M.  Clark,  Mrs. 
Elsie  Chriss  and  Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell. 


First  Lafayette  conducts  blood  drive 


Mrs.  Hattie  S.  Lutz  dies 

News  has  been  received  of  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Hattie  S.  Lutz  on  July  24  at  the 
North  Claiborne  Hospital  in  Haynesville. 
Mrs.  Lutz  was  94.  She  carried  her  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Greenwood  UM  Church 
and  was  a  life  member  of  the  former 
WSCS  and  at  one  time  served  as  Presi¬ 
dent  of  her  local  church  group. 

She  is  the  mother  of  Albert  S.  Lutz,  Jr., 
First  Assistant  District  Attorney  of 
Caddo  Parish  and  Mrs.  Sidney  F.  Sale  of 
Haynesville.  The  late  Dr.  Lutz  was  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  for  many  years. 


First  United 
Methodist  Church 
of  Lafayette 
recently  conducted 
a  blood  drive  in 
cooperation  with 
Blood  Services,  Inc. 
Richard  L.  Brooks. 
President  of  United 
Methodist  Men, 
who  organized  the 
drive,  is  shown  with 
a  staff  member  of 
Blood  Services 
checking  his  blood 
pressure  while  the 
Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch. 
Jr.,  pastor,  looks 
on. 


McGuire  UM  focuses  on  world  hunger 


Corbin  UM  holds  homecoming, 
special  birthday  for  oldest  member 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Corbin  held  a  “something  special” 
celebration  on  July  27,  marking  a 
Homecoming  event  and  the  birthday  of 
the  church's  oldest  member,  Mrs.  Dona 
Van  Huss  Allen,  who  turned  a  “young”  99 
years  on  July  22! 

It  was  the  12th  birthday  of  the  church, 
and  the  Rev.  J.  Larry  Maddin,  pastor, 
preached  a  special  morning  worship 
service  to  the  large  Homecoming  crowd 


who  enjoyed  a  luncheon  afterwards. 

Mrs.  Allen,  who  was  honored,  is  a  life¬ 
long  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  she  attends  services 
regularly  at  Corbin.  Her  advice  to  a 
young  girl:  “Live  a  clean  life;  get  a  good 
husband;  and  be  a  good  church  worker!" 
This  advice  seems  to  have  been  a  per¬ 
sonal  blessing  to  her,  for  she  has  enjoyed 
the  good  life  for  almost  a  century. 


A  congregational  dinner  in  late  June  at 
McGuire  UM  Church,  West  Monroe, 
focused  on  the  issue  of  World  Hunger. 
Those  attending  found,  to  their  surprise, 
that  only  one  in  three  persons  received  a 
full  plate  of  food.  The  others  were  given  a 
spoonful  of  rice,  symbolizing  the  food 
available  to  two-thirds  of  the  world’s 
people.  Later  in  the  evening,  an  op¬ 
portunity  was  given  for  sharing. 

To  make  the  setting  more  appropriate, 
a  poster  had  been  placed  behind  the 
diners;  it  carried  this  message:  “We  Are 
Expecting  A  Few  More  People  For 
Dinner  Tonight,”  showing  the 
relationship  of  world  population  and 
food.  Paper  windmills  on  the  tables, 


Men’s  group  reorganized 
at  First  UM.  West  Monroe 


Mrs.  Dona  Van  Huss  Allen,  a  devoted  United  Methodist  member  of  First  Church, 
Corbin,  is  pictured  with  five  other  generations  in  her  family. 


The  United 
Methodist  Men's 
Fellowship  at  First 
UM  Church,  West 
Monroe,  recently 
was  reorganized.  * 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Clyde 
Frazier,  Jr., 

Superintendent  of 
the  Monroe 
District,  spoke  to 
the  group  at  an 
organizational 
meeting  and 

presented  the  new  charter.  Pictured,  from  left:  W.  L.  Jenkins,  secretary-treasurer ; 
John  P.  McKee,  President:  Dr.  Frazier:  and  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  pastor. 


Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson 
named  Area  Provost 


The  Reverend  Robert  H.  Jamieson  is 
the  new  Area  Provost  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

Mr.  Jamieson  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Reverend  Hugh  W.  Jamieson  and  Mrs. 
Roberta  Hagar  (now  living  in 
Sacramento,  California).  He  is  married 
to  the  former  Norma  Irene 
Habisreitinger. 

Born  in  New  Orleans,  he  began 
elementary  school  at  Robert  E.  Lee 
School  there.  He  completed  un¬ 
dergraduate  work  at  the  University  of 
California,  Berkeley,  with  a  major  in 
American  Diplomatic  History. 

Reverend  Jamieson  has  served  several 
distinguished  pastorates,  most  recently 
the  Munholland  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Metairie.  He  is  a 
member  of  many  conference  boards  and 
committees. 

Mr.  Jamieson  served  as  Vice  Chair¬ 
man  of  Mayor's  (Chep  Morrison) 
Citizen’s  Vice  Committee  and  was  one  of 
the  founders  and  a  member  of  the  first 
Board  of  Directors  of  Metropolitan  New 
Orleans  Crime  Commission.  He  was 


the  Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson 
Area  Provost 

President  of  Beauregard  Parish  United 

Fund  for  two  years.  _ 

A  licensed  pilot  for  over  30  years, 
Reverend  Jamieson’s  hobby  is  flying;  he 
also  enjoys  golf  and  hunting. 


First  Church,  Minden,  sponsors 
South  Vietnamese  Family 


Pictured  here  is  the  Thai  Kien  Co  family,  front  row,  from  left:  Tat  Nguyen  Ban. 
Tian  Trihn  Nu,  Thai  Dieu  Binh  and  Luu-Thuc  Uy;  back  row,  from  left  —  Luu  Thoai 
Dung.  Dam  ToNu,  TatMinh  Chau,  Thai  Phi  Yen,  Thai  Kien  Co,  Luu  Thoai  Na,  and 
Luu  Thoai  Nghi. 


had  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  Administrative  Board.  The 
Rev.  Kirby  Vining  was  pastor  of  the 
church  when  the  planning  began;  the 
Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  present  pastor,  has 
worked  with  a  special  Task  Force  in  the 
church  to  implement  the  details  of  the 
project. 


First  UM  Church,  Minden,  the  Rev. 

Tracy  Arnold,  Pastor,  is  sponsoring  the 
family  of  Thai  Kien  Co,  former  citizens  of 
Saigon,  in  South  Vietnam.  The  Church 
has  rented  a  home  for  them  and  Co,  the 
head  of  (he  household,  will  be  employed 
at  Sanitary  Dairy  in  Minden. 

This  missions  project  of  the  Minden 
Church  is  a  result  of  interest  and  support 
of  individuals,  Sunday  School  classes  and 

Lecompte  UM  holds  birthday  party 

MThe  Lecompte 

UM  Church  had  a 
" Birthday  Cele¬ 
bration "  on  July  13 
for  all  members 
and  friends  of  the 
church,  and  in 
keeping  with  the 
Bicentennial  of  our 
country.  Home¬ 
made  ice  cream, 
hot  dogs,  and  other 
All-American  fa¬ 
vorite  food  was 
enjoyed.  After¬ 
wards  the  large  crowd  sang  together,  participated  in  a  review  of  the  91  years  of 
history  of  the  church,  and  enjoyed  special  music  by  a  youth  musical  group.  This 
photograph  shows  some  of  the  crowd.  The  Rev.  Theodore  J.  Smith  is  pastor. 


made  by  children  of  the  church, 
represented  the  need  for  water  if  food  is 
to  be  grown  by  the  poor  nations  of  the 
world. 

A  skit,  written  by  Sandy  Harrington  of 
Lake  Charles,  dramatically  emphasized 
the  world  hunger  situation.  A  spon¬ 
taneous  offering  yielded  $50,  and  families 
were  given  the  opportunity  to  make  a 
commitment  to  practice  some  personal 
form  of  self-denial  in  order  that  they 
might  give  to  the  Hunger  Fund  of  the 
church  on  a  continuing  basis. 

A  goal  of  $3,000  and  at  least  25  par¬ 
ticipating  families  has  been  set  by  the 
Council  on  Ministries.  The  Rev.  John  H. 
Sewell  is  pastor  of  McGuire  Church. 


FYI 


Notes  of  interest 


The  new  Wesley  Campus  Ministry, 
officially  created  at  the  last  session  of 
Annual  Conference,  has  now  been  fully 
organized  for  the  New  Orleans  group. 
Formerly  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Ministries  in  Higher  Education,  the 
ministry  functioned  under  a  single  Boai;d 
and  supported  two  ministers  who  served 
Tulane,  Medical  Centers,  Dillard,  UNO, 
SUNO  and  Delgado  College.  The  new 
organization  now  supports  one  minister, 
Jerry  Fuller,  and  serves  the  University 
of  New  Orleans,  Southern  University  in 
New  Orleans,  and  Delgado  College. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  reorganized 
Board,  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  Judy  Domer,  Aurora  UM 
Church,  president;  George  W.  Parker, 
Bethany  UM,  vice-president,  secretary; 
and  the  Rev.  John  Koelemay,  of  the 


Methodist  Hospital  staff,  treasurer. 
Offices  of  the  Wesley  Campus  Ministry 
are  at  6244  Wainwright  Dr.,  New 
Orleans;  telephone  288-7880. 

***** 

A  tour  of  interest  to  United  Methodists 
has  been  announced.  A  study-travel 
seminar  to  Africa,  visiting  the  Assembly 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  and  to  Angola, 
Rhodesia,  and  Ethiopia  is  scheduled  for 
November  15-December  7.  The  tour  is 
sponsored  by  the  Centers  of  Continuing 
Education  and  the  Women’s  Center  of 
Scarritt  College  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  UM  Church.  Continuing 
education  credits  are  available,  as  well 
as  a  limited  number  of  scholarships.  For 
information,  write:  Dr.  Robert  Reber, 
Continuing  Education  Center,  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 


Youth  and  young  adults  represented  at  Annual  Conference 

This  photograph 
shows  the  youth 
and  young  adult 
delegates  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the 
recent  Annual 
Conference.  With 
them  are  the  Rev. 
W il  I  i s  Dear, 
associate  at  First 

UM,  Slidell:  and  the  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  on 
the  staff  of  the  general  Board  of  Discipleship,  Nashville. 


2% 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  2 

•WiW.V.'.VAV 


XK°KX*^Editorialsi*^'K*:' 


‘Good  News’  action  applauded 


In  a  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina  last  week,  members  of  the  Good 
News  movement  of  evangelical  United 
Methodists  adopted  a  nine-point 
theological  statement  entitled  “An 
Affirmation  of  Scriptural  Christianity  for 
United  Methodists"  (see  stories 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

It  is  a  document  which  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  stir  considerable  study  and 
theological  debate  within  our  widely 
diverse  denomination.  Its  significance 
rests  not  only  in  the  fact  that  it  speaks  to 
the  theological  position  of  many  United 
Methodists,  but  also  in  the  fact  that  it  is  a 
first  bold  step  into  the  arena  of  our 
denomination’s  doctrinal  pluralism. 

At  General  Conference  in  1972  United 
Methodists  came  to  grips  with  the 
diversity  of  doctrine  which  has  come 
together  through  the  mating  of  traditions 
running  through  the  former  Methodist 
and  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
churches.  It  became  obvious  at  the 
Conference  that  no  single  statement  of 
doctrine  could  be  drawn  for  all  United 
Methodists  at  that  time.  Instead,  the 
Conference  urged  all  United  Methodists 
to  “do  theology." 

“The  invitation  to  theological  reflec¬ 
tion  is  open  to  all  —  young  and  old, 
unlettered  and  learned,  persons  of  all 
cultures,  ethnic  groups,  and  races,  ”  the 
Conference  charge  reads.  “Rightly 
understood,  our  history  of  doctrinal 
diversity  in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  been  a  source  of  strength,  producing 
fruitful  tension  when  accompanied  with  a 
genuine  concern  for  the  vital  unity  of 
Christian  truth  and  life.” 

Three  years  after  that  challenge  was 


penned,  the  Good  News  statement  stands 
as  the  only  concrete  statement  of 
theological  position  to  be  drawn  within 
the  church.  Other  groups  within  the 
church  have  worked  in  the  direction  of 
such  theological  affirmation,  but  none 
have  stepped  forward  with  a  statement  to 
be  shared  and  discussed  within  the 
general  church. 

United  Methodists  of  the  Good  News 
movement  should  be  commended  for  the 
service  they  have  rendered  to  the  entire 
denomination  through  their  efforts  in  this 
regard.  Their  action  provides  not  only  a 
model  for  discussion,  but  hopefully  will 
challenge  others  of  differing  viewpoints 
to  follow  suit  with  supportive  or  coun¬ 
terpoint  documents. 

The  drafters  of  this  statement  also 
should  be  commended  for  the  positive 
tone  with  which  they  have  launched  this 
theological  venture.  They  have  chosen 
the  model  of  an  “affirmation”  which  in  a 
mood  of  reconciliation  states  a  positive 
belief. 

It  undoubtedly  would  have  been  much 
easier  to  produce  a  “negative”  document 
bent  on  picking  apart  the  assumed 
theological  positions  of  others  rather 
than  stating  an  affirmation  of  their  own 
belief. 

We  are  glad  that  the  Good  News 
movement  has  taken  the  path  less 
traveled.  We  hope  that  those  both  inside 
and  outside  the  camp  of  evangelical 
United  Methodism  will  accept  the 
challenges  this  affirmation  places  before 
them.  May  this  document  be  only  the 
first  of  many  such  statements  from 
across  the  heart  of  United  Methodism. 


Postal  rates  and  publications 


“Were  it  left  for  me  to  decide  whether 
we  should  have  a  government  without 
newspapers,  or  newspapers  without  a 
government,  I  should  not  hesitate  a 
moment  to  prefer  the  latter.” 

This  hypothetical  choice,  posed  by 
Thomas  Jefferson  two  centuries  ago, 
illustrates  the  essential  importance  of  a 
free  press  —  providing  people  with  easy, 
inexpensive  access  to  a  variety  of  in¬ 
formation  —  within  a  democracy. 

One  of  the  keystones  of  our  church’s 
and  our  nation’s  information  flow  is  the 
U.  S.  postal  system.  Hundreds  of  church 
publications  join  thousands  of  other  kinds 
of  publications  —  from  slick  national 
magazines  to  county  newspapers  —  in  a 
common  dependence  on  the  mails  as  a 
method  of  reaching  their  subscribers. 
Such  publications  have  always  been 
handled  at  special,  reduced  rates 
because  they  were  regarded  as  serving 
the  public  interest. 

This  traditional  concept  of  the  post 
office  as  a  public  service  is  in  the  process 
of  radical  change.  Under  the  Postal 
Reorganization  Act  of  1971,  a  new  semi¬ 
independent  Postal  Service  was  created 
and  mandated  to  “pay  its  own  way.” 

The  implications  of  this  change  in 
concept  are  becoming  increasingly 
apparent  to  those  who  work  with 
publications.  After  four  years,  postal 
service  has  not  improved  substantially  — 
in  some  areas  it  has  been  cut  back  —  but 
postal  rates  have  increased 
dramatically.  The  annual  increases  are 
having  an  especially  adverse  effect  on 
publications  of  all  types. 

According  to  an  excellent  essay  in  the 
July  7  issue  of  “Time”  magazine  — 
entitled  “Why  the  Postal  Service  Must  Be 
Changed”  —  postal  rates  for  magazines 
and  newspapers  have  increased  more 
than  90  per  cent  since  1971.  For  non¬ 
profit  publications,  such  as  TM/UMR, 
the  escalation  in  rates  since  1971  has  been 


even  larger:  23  per  cent. 

In  fairness,  the  rates  enjoyed  by 
publications  in  1971  were  unrealistically 
low.  For  this  reason,  we  have  not  com¬ 
plained  about  the  increases  received  to 
date.  We  believe  the  additional  projected 
increases  between  1975  and  1980, 
however,  are  unrealistically  high. 
During  the  next  five  years,  postal  rates 
for  publications  are  already  scheduled  to 
escalate  to  nearly  three  times  the  present 
rates.  Still  other  increases  for 
publications  are  presently  being 
proposed.  The  effect  of  each  increase  will 
be  to  drive  a  few  more  publications  to 
extinction.  As  the  “Time’’  essay 
correctly  notes,  such  an  eventuality 
would  not  only  serve  to  reduce  the  flow  of 
information  among  Americans,  but 
would  also  reduce  the  volume  of  income- 
generating  business  for  the  postal  ser¬ 
vice  —  thereby  forcing  still  more  rate 
increases.  Hence,  the  net  effect  of  the 
present  Postal  System  approach  is  to 
drive  rates  to  unreasonably  high  levels 
without  accomplishing  the  goal  of 
“paying  its  own  way.” 

“Time”  offered  two  proposals  which 
we  consider  sound:  (1)  Congress  should 
reaffirm  that  the  Postal  Service  is  first  of 
all  a  service  and  not  a  business.  A  sub¬ 
sidy  of  up  to  20%  of  the  Postal  Service’s 
operating  costs  should  be  financed 
through  public  funds  in  order  to  protect 
the  public’s  interest  in  the  free  flow  of 
information;  (2)  Congress,  which  is 
made  up  of  elected  representatives  of  the 
nation’s  citizens,  should  re-assume  the 
responsibility  of  setting  postal  rates. 

Unless  these  or  similar  proposals  are 
enacted,  Mr.  Jefferson’s  fear  —  that  we 
might  have  a  government  without 
newspapers  —  will  eventually  become  a 
reality  as  regards  most  of  those 
publications  which  are  distributed 
through  the  mails. 


We  are  in 
the  Baby 
Businesi 


Every  day  of  the  year  the  United 
Methodist  Child  Support.  Program 
feeds,  clothes,  houses  —  and  more 
importantly —  loves  thousands  of 
babies  all  over  the  world.  Natural 
and  man-made  disasters  create  the 
need.  Your  support  provides  physi¬ 
cal  necessities  to  keep  these  babies 
alive.  Tender  loving  care 
embraces  each  child  and  imparts 
a  sense  of  being  wanted. 
Because  Christian  compassion 
creates  and  sustains  such  a 
ministry,  it  doesn't  stop 
ft  As  each  baby  grows  there  is 
m  nurture  for  body, 

!  "  mind  and  spirit. 

Why  not  invest 'm  the 
“baby  business?"  Every 
dollar  you  send  to  the 
United  Methodist  Child 
Support  Program  provides 
T  L  C  for  one  of  more 
than  a  million 
children  in  our  care. 


PLEASE  DETACH 
AND  RETURN 


Apply  my  gift  of  $  — 
NATIONAL  DIV. 

□  Give  mentally  retarded 
children  a  chance  through 
United  Methodist  Day 
Care  Centers  and 
Kindergartens.  Tampa 
Fla 

*751871-8 


_ to  project  checked: 

WORLD  DIVISION  UMCOR 


□  Needy  children 
tims  of  colonial  exploita¬ 
tion,  are  supported 
through  United  Methodist 
institutions  in  Mozam- 
tuque  Africa 

*005740-4- RB 


□  Hungry  children  are 
helped  to  health  through  a 
leading  program  on  the 
island  ol  LaGonave.  ot* 
the  coast  of  Ham 
*418100-5 


Please  send  your 
gift  through  your 
local  church, 
annual  conference,  or  to: 

United  Methodist 
Child  Support 
Program  Rm.  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr., 
New  York,  N.  Y.  10027 


Please  send  me  further  information  about  _ 


_  Annual  Confer e 


The  United  Methodist  Ch  id  Support  Program  is  a  pan  ol  the  world  wide  ministry  ol  the  Board  ot  Global  Mm-stnes  with  at 
child  care  institutions  approved  as  Advance  Specials 


6  A  thorn  in  the  side’ 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  20  issue  of  TM/  UMR, 
Mrs.  Piper  of  Wray  Colorado  asked 
for  an  “inspirational  sermon”. 

Try  this  one  on.  (And  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  for  you  a  sedative,  a 
tranquilizer,  or  even  an  “opiate”  as 
Plato  prophesied.  I  hope  it  will  be  for 
you  a  “thorn  in  the  side”  —  something 
to  stir  up  within  you  that  spark  of  Life 
which  is  the  Essence  of  God  in  each 
person.) 

...  In  the  beginning  was  God  .  .  . 
and  yet  there  was  no  beginning.  So  we 
leave  that  alone,  because  our  ordinary 
minds  cannot  comprehend  th6  bor¬ 
derland  regions  of  time  and  space. 
And  God  created  all  that  is.  And  all 
things  are  of  God.  And  God  is  per¬ 
fection.  But  we  leave  that  alone  too. 
Why?  Because  God  manifested 
Himself  in  the  form  of  certain  beings 
we  call  Adam  and  Eve  (Was  this  the 
beginning  of  discrimination?)  And 
this  “Adam  and  Eve”  ate  of  the  fruit 
of  the  tree  of  concepts  about  good  and 
evil.  So  now  we  live  in  a  world  of 
duality,  hot  and  cold,  high  and  low, 
good  and  bad  —  “subjective 
relativity”  (no  more  oneness).  And 
we  are  the  offspring  of  this  creation; 
this  is  where  we  are ;  this  is  the  world 
we  are  born  into.  Accept  it!  Love  it! 
Live  it!  That  is  what  we  are  here 
for  .  .  .  this  is  IT,  and  we  must  live  it 
up  (before  we  can  go  on). 

Then  God  decided  to  help  his 
children  grow  up  a  little.  So  He  chose 
One  who  could  be  a  useful  instrument 
to  serve  His  purpose.  He  chose  a 
particular  being  who  had  the  right 
qualifications  —  very  close  to  or¬ 
dinary  people  —  at  the  same  time 
very  close  to  God.  He  chose  One  who 


could  be  an  intermediary  —  a  bridge 
between  man  and  God.  The  local 
community  called  him  Jesus. 

We  do  not  speculate  about  what  He 
did  before  He  was  30.  This  too  is 
beyond  the  comprehension  of  our 
ordinary  minds.  When  we  “get  there” 
we  will  know.  At  the  proper  time  He 
said  “I”  (this  teaching)  am  the  WAY, 

( to  life  and  freedom )  which  is  a  very 
long  and  hard  road  .  .  .  and  very  few 
ever*  find  it.  He  also  said  we  must  try 
to  abandon  our  obsession  with  in¬ 
tellectuality,  success,  progress, 
education,  recognition,  status,  in¬ 
dulgence,  society,  security,  pride  and 
popularity  of  our  own  world,  and 
strive1  for  the  simplicity  of  small 
children.  He  even  said  we  must 
release  the  dogma  and  doctrine  of  our 
own  popular  beliefs  ( “the  Law” )  if  we 
will  become  truly  “free”.  He  said  we 
all  are  asleep,  and  the  only  salvation 
is  to  become  awake  to  the  reality 
which  will  set  us  free  from  our  en¬ 
slavement  to  the  material  world. 

He  was  put  down.  The  Earth  as  a 
whole  was  not  yet  ready  for  that  level 
of  maturity.  Spiritual  evolution  is  a 
slow  process.  We  still  are  not  ready.  It 
may  be  yet  thousands  of  years. 

But  there  is  always  Grace,  the 
opportunity,  the  longing,  the  “spark” 
or  essence  of  God  in  each  person 
(“created  in  the  image”). 

At  any  time  ...  at  any  place  .  .  ^ 
at  any  age  ...  at  any  stage  .  .  . 
ANY  human  being  has  the  potential  to 
became  a  transmutational  break¬ 
through  —  from  death  to  life  .  .  . 
eternal .  .  .  (if  he  REALLY  wants  it). 

Charles  Monroe 

Grapevine,  Texas 


Here  I  Stand 


AUGUST  1,1975 


Small  church  is  alive 
because  members  care 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  MRS.  SAM  HOLDER 

Did  you  ever  ponder  how  Christians  of 
former  days  could  withstand  persecution 
and  come  through  victorious?  I  have. 
Then  I  wondered  how  we  modern  church 
members  would  react  to  similar  con¬ 
ditions.  I  was  convinced  that  there  was 
no  way  to  know  until  the  situation 
demanding  decision  was  confronted.  Just 
suppose  suddenly  we  were  told  we  could 
no  longer  attend  church  or  read  the 
Bible.  I  also  suspected  that  the 
mulishness  evidenced  in  so  many  of  us 
humans  would  be  a  characteristic  which 
might  be  a  factor  in  standing  firm. 

Have  you  ever  had  your  church 
threatened?  I  have.  Ours  is  a  small  one 
with  a  sweet-toned  bell  sounding  the 
glories  of  an  age  gone  by.  Gone  is  the  big 
membership.  Gone  are  the  parsonage, 
the  tabernacle  with  the  big  revivals,  the 
Epworth  League  encampment  under  the 
sturdy  oaks  near  the  spring  with  its  in¬ 
cessant  flow  of  pure,  cool  water.  Yes,  the 
past  had  many  accomplishments.  From 
its  confines  had  gone  many  to  bless 
regions  to  which  its  influence  had  spread. 
But  what  of  the  present  and  the  future? 

Perhaps  we  had  become  too  com¬ 
placent  and  somewhat  discouraged.  If  so 
we  certainly  were  due  a  rude  awakening. 
The  District  Superintendent  (not  our 
present  one)  called  a  meeting  at  which  he 
announced  that  our  church  doors  were 
closed.  Not  even  were  we  to  have  Sunday 
school  but  should  just  get  on  over  to 
another  nearby  church  and  “do  our 
thing.”  (That  congregation  was  as 
surprised  as  we  and  although  they  would 
welcome  us,  they  were  not  responsible 
for  the  situation.)  Unless  you  have  ex¬ 


perienced  this,  you  have  no  idea  how  the 
death  of  your  church  makes  one  feel. 
(Maybe  the  main  death  had  already 
occurred.)  We  balked.  Some  had  no 
transportation,  but  most  just  plain  didn’t 
want  a  community  without  the  church. 

Church  officials  were  cooperative  in 
working  out  a  new  arrangement  and 
today,  several  years  after  the  outburst, 
we  have  our  church  role  back;  we  are 
still  in  operation.  We  have  a  preacher  on 
the  fifth  Sunday,  but  have  no  Sunday 
school  regularly.  Last  Sunday  we  had  one 
more  than  a  year  ago.  I  cannot  remem¬ 
ber  when  a  child  trained  in  our  Sunday 
School  has  failed  to  join  a  church  at  an 
early  age.  The  children  we  have  received 
pins  recently  for  two  years  attendance. 
Also,  they  planned  and  executed  the 
Christmas  program  including  a  tree. 
They  wanted  no  bought  ornaments  so 
they  made  the  decorations. 

We  are  so  glad  we  did  not  give  up. 
Because  we  maintain  a  church  home  for 
some  who  would  not  go  elsewhere  and 
because  we  are  providing  training  for  our 
youngsters,  I  feel  confident  our 
congregation,  though  small,  still  has  a 
present  and  a  future.  This  time  our 
decision  to  stay  was  right.  May  we  not  be 
too  engrossed  in  the  past  to  make 
decisions  for  the  future. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mrs.  Sam 
Holder,  is  a  member  of  Rosalie  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Rosalie,  Texas, 
North  Texas  Conference. 


Role  of  children  in  communion  debated 


To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  give  you  my  reflections  on  the 
question  of  what  age  children  should  take 
communion  (TM/  UMR,  July  18). 

The  issue  of  communion,  I  feel,  is  a 
very  personal  decision  and  not  one  I 
would  like  to  see  the  church  become 
dogmatic  about.  My  children  (4)  all  take 
communion,  and  I  have  different  feelings 
about  each  of  them.  My  eldest  daughter 
is  a  confirmed  member  of  the  church,  but 
of  all  four  children,  I  feel  my  youngest 
son  Greg  (6)  is  the  most  intuitively,  in¬ 
stinctively  Christian  person.  He  radiates 
compassiort  and  is  a  happy,  giving  child. 
He  loves  church  and  seems  to  have  a 
natural  grasp  of  what  he  learns  in  Sun¬ 
day  School. 

I,  myself,  did  not  have  a  conversion 
experience  but  rather  evolved  to  where  I 
am  today  through  education  and  ex¬ 
perience.  Nevertheless,  I  recognize  tjie 
conversion  experience  as  a  very  im¬ 
portant  point  for  some  people  in  their 
Christian  life.  My  two  middle  children 
seem  rather  matter  of  fact  and  in¬ 
different  to  religion,  although  they  attend 
Sunday  School  and  church  regularly. 
They  may  mature  into  a  deeper  religious 
experience  or  need  such  a  conversion 
experience.  However,  I  feel  I  cannot 
make  a  judgment  objectively  based  on 
how  I  feel  about  communion  and  deny 
them  their  own  experience  when  I  know 
they  have  an  understanding  of  what 
communion  symbolizes. 

There  is  a  very  fine  line  between 
guiding  our  children  to  make  their  own 
decisions  and  making  decisions  for  them. 
Sometimes  the  latter  is  easier,  but  I  think 
the  majority  of  cases,  guiding  them  in 
making  their  own  decisions  is  actually 
the  more  responsible. 

Nome  Cerven 

Lockport,  Illinois 

‘Let  the  children 
come  to  me 9 
To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  Mr.  Floyd  Jenning’s  article 
in  the  July  18  issue  of  TM/  UMR,  I  feel 
that  his  concern  was  not  altogether 
necessary.  Jesus  Christ  said,  “Let  the 
children  come  to  me.”  I  believe  he  meant 
for  everyone  to  take  part  in  the  Holy 
Communion.  Mr.  Dunnam  had  a  very 
good  point  in  his  editorial  in  that  children 
often  amaze  grown-ups  with  unexpected 
understandings.  Besides  this,  if  the 
church  were  to  limit  Holy  Communion  to 
an  age.  so  as  not  to  include  little  ones  who 
might  not  understand  the  full  meaning, 
they  might  also  have  to  limit  par¬ 
ticipation  to  only  those  adults  who  fully 
understand  the  meaning.  I  fear  that  there 
are  some  people  of  every  age  who  think 
of  The  Lord’s  Supper  as  a  “meaningless 
refreshment  of  grape  juice  and  crackers, 
offered  during  an  otherwise  dull  ser¬ 
vice.” 

I  am  a  quite  new  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  one  thing  that 
really  impressed  me  was  the  fact  that 
United  Methodists  do  not  try  to  judge  who 
is  a  good  enough  Christian  to  take  Holy 
Communion.  The  service  is  open  to  all 
according  to  choice,  unlike  some  other 
denominations.  I  would  really  be  hurt  at 
seeing  a  young  child  be  refused  at  this 
service  and  possibly  be  thinking  that  he 
was  not  good  enough  to  have  supper  with 
the  Lord.  _ 

Tracey  Stone 
Arlington,  Texas 

Communion  should  be 
withheld  from  children 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  reference  to  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  of  July  18,  “Children 
should  not  take  part  in  Holy  Com¬ 
munion”  by  Floyd  L.  Jennings. 

I  am  a  grandmother  and  have  been  a 
Methodist  for  20  years.  For  many  years 
prior  to  that,  I  had  been  a  Presbyterian, 
so  cannot  help  but  agree  with  the  view 


A$  A 
CHRISTIAN,  I 
MUST  TAKE  A 

response 

PART  IN  COM¬ 
MUNITY  LI  PE 


expressed  by  the  Rev. .Jennings.  He  said, 
“The  Lord’s  Supper  is  .  .  .  the  mo6t 
significant  worship  experience  of  my 
Christian  faith”.  For  that  reason  I  did  not 
permit  my  young  children  to  receive 
Holy  Communion  when  we  transferred  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  I  wanted 
their  first  communion  to  be  the  rich 
experience  mine  had  been. 

Oddly  enough,  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam, 
in  his  article  of  rebuttal,  unwittingly 
strengthened  my  feeling  on  the  subject. 
He  said  his  young  daughter  “sure  liked 
that  good  homemade  bread  and  grape 
juice  you  gave  me  at  Communion”. 

The  following  thoughts  crowded  into 
my  mind: 

(1)  He  should  have  prepared  her  for 
Holy  Communion.  He  is  not  the  only 
parent  who  is  guilty  of  this  oversight. 

(2)  So  casual  was  he  that  he  said, 
“When  the  subject  came  up  again,  I  was 
ready”.  What  he  said  to  this  little  girl 
was,  in  my  opinion,  not  the  message  of 
Holy  Communion.  Merely  to  make  her 
think  about  God  and  remind  her  that  He 
made  the  sky,  sun  and  stars  ...  is  a 
watered  down  version  and  cheated  her  of 
the  real  meaning.  To  some  people,  this  is 
all  it  will  ever  mean.  Others,  more  for¬ 
tunate,  will  eventually  learn  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  significance  of  this 
sacrament. 

(3)  What  about  other  children  whose 
parents  don’t  attend,  and  will  not  give 
even  the  simple  explanation  provided 
above?  Will  they  be  lost  forever  to  the 
true  message  of  Holy  Communion? 

Well,  Mr.  Dunnam,  you  have  made 
quite  a  case  for  withholding  Holy 
Communion  from  children  until  they 
have  reached  an  age  when  they  can  be 
taught  that  Jesus  Christ  died  on  the  cross 
and  why. 

Mrs.  M.  Woolverton 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Employment  service 

is  good  idea 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  got  around  to  reading  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  by  Larry  Woodard  in  the 
June  20  issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

t  am  an  employment  service 
representative  for  the  Virginia  Neal  Blue 
Resource  Centers  for  Women,  and  I  work 
in  conjunction  with  the  Colorado  State 
Employment  Service  as  well.  Con¬ 
sequently,  I  have  access  to  all  files,  etc. 

Naturally,  I  am  not  allowed  to  branch 
out  on  my  own,  or  I  would  be  up  on 
conflict  of  interest  charges  both  by  the 
state  and  Virginia  Neal  Blue. 

However,  within  the  realm  of  what  I 
can  do  and  in  the  way  I  can  do  it,  I  would 
be  happy  to  donate  my  services  if  we  are 
successful  in  starting  a  UM  employment 
clearing  house. 

In  my  area  in  order  to  “make  it  legal” 
all  we  would  have  to  do  is  make  sure  the 
applicants  came  through  the  state  office 
as  well  as  the  jobs  offered  by  the 
potential  employers. 

Possibly  I  could  spend  one  night  a  week 
on  it  or  more  depending  on  need. 

I  feel  this  is  a  much  needed  service  and 


I  would  be  willing  to  give  any  help  either 
voluntary  or  in  a  consultant  capacity. 

Patricia  A.  Gunn 
Ft.  Morgan,  Colorado 

‘Member  loss’  editorial 
was  on  target 
To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  editorial 
“Member  loss:  problem  or  symptom?” 
in  the  July  18  issue  of  TM/  UMR.  There 
is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  church  in 
America  is  facing  a  crisis.  Probably  it  is 
not  as  obvious  as  the  crisis  in  Britain,  but 
real  nonetheless. 

What  is  the  reason  for  this  crisis?  I 
believe  you  are  right  in  saying  that  we 
must  begin  with  the  pulpit.  John  Wesley 
moved  England  by  preaching  a  Gospel  of 
redeeming  grace.  Charles  Wesley  sang 
about  it,  and  John  Wesley  preached  it. 

Is  it  too  much  to  ask  that  our  preachers 
today  return  to  the  Bible,  preach  it  and 
study  it?  We  are  not  called  to  solve  all  the 
problems  that  beset  humanity,  but  we 
are  called  to  show  men  and  women  the 
way  to  God  and  that  they  can  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  Him. 

This,  I  believe,  is  our  great  hope. 

T.  F.  King 

Morgan  City,  Louisiana 

Bombs  are  deterrent 

To  the  Editor: 

President  Ford’s  implication  that  we 
might  use  nuclear  weapons  if  North 
Korea  should  invade  the  South  again,  is 
likely  to  prove  a  deterrent,  and  thus  to 
preserve  the  peace  (see  TM/  UMR,  July 
4). 

It  is  generally  accepted,  I  believe,  that 
the  invasion  of  twenty-five  years  ago  was 
encouraged  by  a  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States.  In  enunciating  our  foreign 
policy,  he  drew  a  defense  perimeter  in 
the  western  Pacific.  He  left  out  South 
Korea,  and  thus  encouraged  the  Com¬ 
munists  to  believe  we  would  not  resist 
their  invasion. 

The  Communists  have  a  message,  on 
the  highest  authority,  that  they  may 
expect  maximum  retaliation  the  next 
time.  That  message  is  more  likely  to 
produce  peace  than  war. 

John  W.  Carrothers 
Mill  Valley,  California 

Answer  offered  for 

church-related  colleges 

To  the  Editor: 

Good  friends  who  accuse  and  defend 
our  local  church-related  colleges  —  what 
the  whole  thing  boils  down  to,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  this:  regardless  of  what  our 
church-related  colleges  are,  what  most 
United  Methodists  want  them  to  be  is 
exemplified  by  Oral  Roberts  University. 
We  see  the  students  and  President 
Roberts  on  T.V.  We  see  and  hear  in 
person  the  songs  and  testimony  of  wit¬ 
ness  of  ORU  student  groups  like  “Spring 
Water”.  We  hear  that  boy-girl  dorms  and 
all  night  visiting  and  alcohol  and  drugs 
are  not  allowed  there  —  and  that  the  Lord 
Jesus  is  exalted  there.  That  is  what  we 
want  all  our  church-related  colleges  to 
be! 


Some  college  officials  reply, 
“Impractical!  We’d  have  no  students." 
Well,  it  hasn’t  closed  ORU.  Why  are  they 
growing  so? 

Christians  know  the  answer,  I  believe. 
Terrel  Tanner 
Gatlinburg,  Tennessee 
We  need  to  take  stand 
To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  basically  with  your  editorial 
“The  idolatry  of  openness”  (TM/  UMR, 
July  11).  We  do  tend  to  take  our  latest 
revelation  (TA,  Gestalt,  etc.)  and  make 
it  ultimate. 

However,  I  wonder  in  this  instance  if  it 
is  less  a  case  of  idolatry  and  more  a  lack 
of  courage  and  faith  to  make  decisions, 
with  the  full  realization  that  they  could  be 
wrong  or  inadequate. 

As  such,  “openness”  becomes  not  the 
ultimate,  but  merely  a  cover  for  a  wishy- 
washy,  faithless  kind  of  love  and  concern 
which  ignores  God’s  presence  in  our 
decisions,  His  forgiveness  for  our  bad 
choices,  and  our  obligation  to  take  a 
stand  for  the  good  of  all  concerned. 

Steven  J.  Sprecher 
Denver,  Colorado 

Witness  needed 
for  Bicentennial 
To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  your  frank  and 
forthright  editorial  in  your  July  4  issue  on 
“Bicentennial:  Triviality  or  new  life?” 

Referring  to  the  concern  with  the 
future,  I  strongly  feel  that  each  church  In 
the  U.S.  has  a  specific  task  of  carrying 
the  Gospel  to  its  close  neighborhood.  In 
recent  years,  churches  in  Southern  India 
celebrating  their  centennial  have 
evangelized  neighborhoods,  and  started 
new  churches. 

In  commemoration  of  the  Bicentennial, 
will  the  churches  in  the  U.S.  face  the 
challenge  of  witness,  set  an  objective  for 
the  future  and  go  forward  in  their 
outreach  of  their  neighborhoods  through 
the  Gospel? 

Daniel  D.  Anugraham 
Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico 
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Affirmation  of 
Scriptural  Christianity 


Preamble 

jjj  In  a  time  of  theological  pluralism, 
jjj  Good  News  and  other  evangelicals 

jji  within  United  Methodism  have 

;*.•  thought  it  necessary  to  reaffirm  the 
:•!  historic  faith  of  the  Church.  Our 
j:j  theological  understanding  of  this 

:jj  faith  has  been  expressed  in  the 
•ji  Apostles’  Creed,  Nicene  Creed,  and 

jij  in  John  Wesley’s  standard  “Ser- 

:ji  mons”  and  the  “Explanatory  Notes 

:•  upon  the  New  Testament”.  We  af- 
•:  firm  in  their  entirety  the  validity 
jj  and  integrity  of  these  expressions  of 
jj  Scriptural  truth,  and  recognize  them 

ji  as  the  doctrinal  standards  of  our 

ij  denomination. 

ji  We  also  recognize  that  our 

ij  situation  calls  for  a  contemporary 

•:  restatement  of  these  truths.  The 

.•:  merging  of  two  great  traditions,  the 

Evangelical  United  Brethren  and 
jjj  the  Methodist,  with  their  two 

jjj  authentic  witnesses  to  the  historic 

jjj  faith,  *  ‘The  Confession  of  Faith”  and 

£  “The  Articles  of  Religion”,  gives 

y  further  occasion  for  such  a 

:j:  statement.  Moreover,  we  recognize 

jjj  the  mandate  which  the  doctrinal 

jjj  statement  of  the  1972  General 

jjj  Conference  has  placed  upon  “all  its 

jjj  members  to  accept  the  challenge  of 

jjj  responsible  theological  reflection.” 

jij  Consequently,  we  offer  to  the 

jji  United  Methodist  Church  this 

|  theological  affirmation  of  Scriptural 

Christianity. 

The  Holy  Trinity 
Scriptural  Christianity  affirms  the 
jjj  existence  of  the  one  Eternal  God 

jj  who  has  revealed  Himself  as  Father, 

jjj  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,  three  equal  but 

jjj  distinct  Persons,  mysteriously 

$  united  in  the  Godhead  which  the 

jij  Church  historically  has  described  as 

the  Holy  Trinity. 

God  The  Father 

$  Scriptural  Christianity  affirms 

j:j  that  the  first  Person  of  the  Holy 

:jj  Trinity,  God  the  Father,  is  the 

X  Eternal  One  and  reigns  supremely, 

jjj  He  has  provided  a  covenant  through 

jji  which  His  creatures  can  be 

ij  redeemed  and  through  which  His 

ji  creation  will  be  liberated  from  all 

i;  evil  and  brought  to  final 

•j  righteousness  at  the  end  of  the  age. 

j:  God  The  Son 

ji  Scriptural  Christianity  affirms 

ij  that  the  second  Person  of  the  Holy 
$  Trinity,  the  Eternal  Son,  became 
incarnate  as  Mary’s  virgin-bom 

I  Child,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  Christ. 
In  His  unique  Person,  He  revealed  to 
us  both  the  fullness  of  deity  and  the 
fullness  of  humanity.  By  His  life, 
suffering,  death,  resurrection  and 
ascension  He  provided  the  only  way 
of  salvation.  His  sacrifice  on  the 
cross  once  and  for  all  was  to 
reconcile  the  Holy  God  and  sinners, 
thus  providing  the  only  way  of  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  Father.  Now  He  in¬ 
tercedes  as  High  Priest  before  the 
Father,  awaiting  the  day  when  He 
jji  will  return  to  judge  every  person, 
jij  living  and  dead,  and  to  consummate 
jji  His  Kingdom. 

God  The  Holy  Spirit 

jj:  Scriptural  Christianity  affirms 

jj;  that  the  third  Person  of  the  Holy 

jij  Trinity,  the  Holy  Spirit,  was  active 

jjj  from  the  beginning  in  creation, 

jij  revelation  and  redemption.  It  was 

jj  through  His  anointing  that  prophets 

jjj  received  the  Word  of  God,  priests 

jij  became  intermediaries  between 

jj;  God  and  His  people,  and  kings  were 

ij  given  ruling  authority.  The  spirit’s 

ji  presence  and  power,  measured  in 

ij  the  Old  Testament,  were  found 

:j:  without  measure  in  Jesus  of 

jjj  Nazareth,  the  Anointed.  The  Spirit 

$  convicts  and  woos  the  lost,  gives  new 

jji  birth  to  the  penitent,  and  abides  in 

ij  the  believer,  perfecting  holiness  and 

j:  empowering  the  Church  to  carry  out 

;j  Christ’s  mission  in  the  world.  He 

i£  came  to  indwell  His  Church  at 

ij  Pentecost,  enabling  believers  to 

ij  yield  fruit  and  endowing  them  with 

fx  spiritual  gifts  according  to  His  will. 

He  bears  witness  to  Christ  and 
jjj  guides  God’s  people  into  His  truth, 

ij:  He  inspired  the  Holy  Scriptures, 

j*j  God’s  written  Word,  and  continues 

jji  to  illuminate  His  people  concerning 

jij  His  will  and  truth.  His  guidance  is 

:j:  always  in  harmony  with  Christ  and 

j:j  the  truth  as  given  in  the  Holy 

g  Scriptures. 

Humanity 

>i  Scriptural  Christianity  affirms 

£  that  man  and  woman  are  fashioned 

Sjj  in  the  image  of  God  and  are  different 

ij:  from  all  of  God’s  other  creatures, 

jij  God  intends  that  we  should  glorify 

£  Him  and  enjoy  Him  forever.  Since 

ij  the  Fall  of  Adam  the  corruption  of 

;j:  sin  has  pervaded  every  person  and 

;j:  extended  into  social  relationships, 

jj  societal  systems,  and  all  creation, 

ji  This  corruption  is  so  pervasive  that 

;j  we  are  not  capable  of  positive 

ji  response  to  God’s  offer  of  redemp- 

,:j  tion,  except  by  the  prevenient,  or 

•j  preparing,  grace  of  God.  Only 

j:  through  the  justifying,  regenerating 

•j  and  sanctifying  work  of  the  Triune 

j:  God  can  we  be  saved  from  the 

:j  corruption  of  sin,  become  in- 

jj  creasingly  conformed  to  the  image 

j*  of  Christ,  and  restored  to  the 

•j  relationships  which  God  has  in- 

j:  tended  for  us. 

jj  The  Holy  Scriptures 

ji  Scriptural  Christianity  affirms  as 

:j:  the  only  written  Word  of  God  the  Old 

j:  and  New  Testaments.  These  Holy 

ji  Scriptures  contain  all  that  is 

•j:  necessary  for  our  knowledge  of 

ji  God’s  holy  and  sovereign  will,  of 

ji  Jesus  Christ  the  only  Redeemer,  of 

ij  our  salvation,  and  of  our  growth  in 


grace.  They  are  to  be  received  :j 
through  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  guide  :j: 
and  final  authority  for  the  faith  £ 
and  conduct  of  individuals  and  the  :j: 
doctrines  and  life  of  the  Church.  jjj 
Whatever  is  not  clearly  revealed  in,  jij 
or  plainly  established  as  truth  by,  :j: 
the  Holy  Scriptures  cannot  be  jjj 
required  as  an  article  of  faith  nor  be  jij 
taught  as  essential  to  salvation,  ij: 

Anything  contrary  to  the  teachings  ji 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  contrary  to  :j: 
the  purposes  of  God  and  must,  j:j 
therefore,  be  opposed.  The  authority  jj 
of  Scripture  derives  from  the  fact  ij 
that  God,  through  His  Spirit,  in-  ji 
spired  the  authors,  causing  them  to  ij 
perceive  God’s  truth  and  record  it  j: 
with  accuracy.  It  is  evident  that  the  ji 
Holy  Scriptures  have  been  ij 

preserved  during  the  long  process  of  ji 
transmission  through  copyists  and  ij 
translators,  and  we  attribute  such  ;ji 
accurate  preservation  to  the  work  of  j:j 
the  Holy  Spirit.  These  Scriptures  are  jjj 
supremely  authoritative  for  the  jjj 

Church’s  teaching,  preaching,  jij 

witness,  identifying  error,  :jj 
correcting  the  erring,  and  training  jij 
believers  for  ministry  in  and  :j: 

through  the  Church.  £ 

Salvation 

Scriptural  Christianity  affirms  jji 
that  God  offers  salvation  to  a  sinful  jij 
humanity  and  a  lost  world  through  :j: 
Jesus  Christ.  By  His  death  on  the  j:j 
cross  the  sinless  Son  propitiated  the  jij 
holy  wrath  of  the  Father,  a  righteous  jjj 
anger  occasioned  by  sin.  By  His  jij 
resurrection  from  the  dead,  the  ij: 

glorified  Son  raises  us  to  newness  of  j: 
life.  When  we  appropriate  by  faith  ji 

God’s  atoning  work  in  Jesus  Christ  ij 

we  are  forgiven,  justified,  ji 

regenerated  by  His  Holy  Spirit,  and  :j 

adopted  into  the  family  of  God.  By  :j: 

His  grace  He  sanctifies  His  children,  jji 

purifying  their  hearts  by  faith,  jij 

renewing  them  in  the  image  of  God,  jjj 

and  enabling  them  to  love  God  and  jij 

neighbor  with  whole  heart.  The  :jj 

fullness  of  God’s  great  salvation  will  jjj 

come  with  the  return  of  Christ.  This  jij 

cosmic  event  will  signal  the  jjj 

resurrection  of  the  saved  to  eternal  j:j 

life  and  the  lost  to  eternal  dam-  jj: 

nation,  the  liberation  of  creation  jjj 

from  the  Adamic  curse,  God’s  final  jjj 

victory  over  every  power  and  jj: 

dominion,  and  the  establishment  of  ji 

the  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth.  :j 

The  Church 

Scriptural  Christianity  affirms  j: 

that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  jj 

community  of  all  true  believers  ij 

under  His  sovereign  Lordship.  This  ji 

Church,  the  Body  of  Christ,  is  one  jj 

because  it  shares  one  Lord,  one  j: 

faith,  one  baptism.  It  is  holy  because  ij 

it  belongs  to  God  and  is  set  apart  for  :j: 

His  purposes  in  the  world.  It  is  jj 

apostolic  because  it  partakes  of  the  jjj 

authority  granted  to  the  apostles  by  jjj 

Christ  Himself.  It  is  universal  jij 

because  it  includes  all  believers,  :j: 

both  living  and  dead,  in  every  Jjj 

nation,  regardless  of  denom-  ji 

inational  affiliation.  Its  authen-  ij 

ticity  is  to  be  found  wherever  j: 

the  pure  Word  of  God  is  preached  j:j 

and  taught;  wherever  the  jjj 

Sacraments  of  Baptism  and  Holy  jjj 

Communion  are  celebrated  in  jjj 

obedience  to  Christ’s  command;  jj: 

wherever  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  j:j 

upbuild  the  body  and  bring  spiritual  jj: 

growth ;  wherever  the  Spirit  of  God  jj 

creates  a  loving,  caring  fellowship,  jj 

and  a  faithfulness  in  witness  and  ij 

service  to  the  world;  and  wherever  ji 

discipline  is  administered  with  love  :j 

under  the  guidance  of  the  Word  of  jj 

God.  The  Church,  as  the  Bride  of  jji 

Christ,  will  ultimately  be  joined  with  jjj 

her  Lord  in  triumphant  glory. 

Ethics  jj: 

Scriptural  Christianity  affirms  jjj 

that  we  are  God’s  workmanship,  jij 

created  in  Christ  Jesus  for  good  :j: 

works.  These  works  are  the  loving  j:j 

expressions  of  gratitude  by  the  jjj 

believer  for  the  new  life  received  in  jjj 

Christ.  They  do  not  earn  one’s  jij 

salvation  nor  are  they  a  substitute  :j: 

for  God’s  work  of  redemption,  j: 

Rather,  they  are  the  result  of  ji 

regeneration  and  are  manifest  in  the  jj 

believer  as  evidence  of  a  living  faith,  jj 

God  has  called  us  to  do  justice,  to  :j 

love  kindness,  and  to  walk  humbly  j: 

with  Him.  In  the  Scriptures  are  :j 

found  the  standards  and  principles  jj 

that  guide  the  believer  in  this  walk,  jj 

These  ethical  imperatives,  willingly  jjj 

accepted  by  the  believer,  enable  us  :j: 
to  be  a  part  of  God’s  purposes  in  the  j:j 
world.  Moreover,  in  this  we  are  :j: 

called  to  an  obedience  that  does  not  j:j 

stop  short  of  our  willingness  to  suffer  jjj 

for  righteousness’  sake,  even  unto  jjj 

death.  'J 

Our  life  in  Christ  includes  an  jjj 

unstinting  devotion  to  deeds  of  jjj 

kindness  and  mercy  and  a  jj 

wholehearted  participation  in  j:j 

collective  efforts  to  alleviate  need  :j: 

and  suffering.  The  believer  will  j:j 

work  for  honesty,  justice  and  equity  jjj 

in  human  affairs;  all  of  which  jjj 

witness  to  inherent  rights  and  a  jij 

basic  dignity  common  to  all  persons  :j: 

created  in  the  image  of  God.  Such  j:j 

contemporary  issues  as  racism,  jj 

housing,  welfare,  education,  jj 

Marxism,  capitalism,  hunger,  j: 

crime,  sexism,  family  relationships,  :j 

aging,  sexuality,  drugs  and  alcohol,  jj 

abortion,  leisure,  pornography,  and  jj 

related  issues  call  for  prayerful  jij 

consideration,  thoughtful  analysis,  :j: 

and  appropriate  action  from  j:j 

Christians,  and  must  always  be  a  jjj 

matter  of  concern  to  the  Church,  jjj 

Thus,  we  remember  that  faith  j:j 

without  works  is  dead.  :j: 
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Evangelicals  state  faith  position 

4 Good  News’  meeting  celebrates  gospel ,  hits  U.M.  seminaries 


‘ Two  or  three  gathered  in  His  name ’ 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  —  A  small  group  gathers  in  prayer  in  a  way  typical  of 
the  spiritual  fellowship  which  drew  nearly  2,000  United  Methodists  together  here  last 
week  for  the  sixth  annual  Convocation  of  United  Methodists  for  Scriptural 
Christianity.  The  convocation  combined  spiritual  uplift  with  a  concern  for  evangeli¬ 
cal  renewal  in  the  church.  photo  by  larry  bracken 


By  SHARON  Ml ELKE 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  A  the¬ 
ological  statement  affirming  “/scriptural 
Christianity”  and  a  call  for  reform  in 
United  Methodism’s  13  seminaries  held 
the  spotlight  here  July  21-24  during  the 
sixth  annual  convocation  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  for  Scriptural  Christianity  f(*qod 
News  movement). 

More  than  1,900  persons  took  part  in  the 
five-day  meeting  which  coupled  spiritual 
enrichment  programs  and  family  par¬ 
ticipation  with  official  organiza^ippal 
action  on  several  church-related  issues. 
The  largest  groups  came  fromTexas  and 
Ohio,  with  Florida  a  close  third,  followed 
by  Indiana  and  North  Carolina. 

Over  a  third  attending  were  teen-age  or 
younger.  Special  programs  and 
babysitting  accommodated  the  younger 
set,  while  the  adults  attended  18  different 
seminars,  mass  meetings,  prayer  vigils 
and  Bible  studies. 

“The  program  is  designed  to  give 
people  what  they  want,”  said  the  Rpv. 
William  Hines,  Sidney,  Ohio,  convocation 
chairman.  Seminars  on  prayer,  Bible 
study,  bringing  your  church  alive,  and 
marriage  enrichment  proved  the  most 
popular. 

An  exception  was  the  two-hour  political 
strategy  seminar  for  the  1976  General 
Conference  at  Portland,  Ore.,  attracting 
a  crowd  of  approximately  125.  Dr.  Robert 
Sprinkle,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  said  the 
“Good  News"  petition  writing  campaign 
in  1972  was  “not  effective.” 

Plans  for  1976  are  much  more 
sophisticated  involving  plans  for  pre¬ 
conference  legwork  and  taking  a  30-50 
member  team  to  Portland  to  work  during 
General  Conference. 

Other  issues  of  concern  for 
evangelicals  presented  by  the  board  of 
directors  were: 

•  Church  seminaries  and  church  doc¬ 
trine  (See  articles  elsewhere  on  this 
page. ) 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  The 
“Affirmation  of  Scriptural  Christianity” 
was  unveiled  last  week  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  “Good  News,”  an  unofficial 
evangelical  organization  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Paul  Mickey,  professor  of  pastoral 
theology  at  Duke  Divinity  School, 
Durham,  N.C.,  chaired  the  seven- 
member  “Good  News”  task  force  on 
theology  and  doctrine  which  prepared 
the  document.  The  following  interview 
with  Dr.  Mickey  probes  the  significance 
of  the  document  and  its  background. 

What  is  "scriptural  Christianity?” 

We  mean  scripture  ranks  as  the  first 
and  foremost  test  of  doctrine.  We  do  not 
ignore  the  other  three  tests  affirmed  by 
the  church  -  tradition,  reason  and  ex¬ 
perience  -  but  scripture  has  first  priority. 

Do  evangelicals  want  every  United 
Methodist  to  accept  this  statement? 

We  would  hope  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  in  general,  would  affirm  it,  but  it 
would  not  be  a  necessary  requirement  for 
membership.  We  didn’t  intend  to  speak 
for  all  of  Christendom,  but  for  a  narrow 
slice  of  it  —  "the  evangelicals  within 
United  Methodism.”  It  is  not  intended  to 
be  a  new  set  of  articles  of  religion;  that  is 
the  task  of  the  whole  church.  These  are 
areas  of  discussion  with  sections  on 
topics  central  to  evangelicals. 

What  is  the  significance  of  this 
document? 

Foremost  is  the  hope  that  it  will 
provide  theological  clarity  in  a  time  of 
theological  confusion.  To  evangelicals, 
‘doctrinal  pluralism’  has  meant  that  it 
doesn’t  matter  what  a  person  believes 
and  that  all  theologies  are  equally  valid. 
We’ve  gone  back  to  pick  up  the  essential 
core  of  doctrine  necessary  for  salvation, 
first  set  forth  by  John  Wesley  in  his 
Sermons,  the  Articles  of  Religion  and 
Explanatory  Notes  on  the  New 
Testament. 

Is  it  a  reaction  against  the  1972  General 
Conference’s  doctrinal  statement?:  so 

No,  we  see  it  as  a  positive  affirmation 
instead  of  a  negative  reaction  against 
anything.  It  is  in  part  a  response  to  the 
invitation  of  the  General  Conference  for 
“all  its  members  to  accept  the  challenge 
of  responsible  theological  reflection.” 

What  were  the  hardest  sections  to 
write? 

The  sections  on  ethics,  the  holy  spirit 
and  the  church  were  the  most  difficult, 
but  it  was  the  preamble  which  has  un¬ 
dergone  the  most  changes.  It  is  more 
mellow  than.the  first  drafts. 

What  sections  will  raise  the  most 
controversy?  ns. 

The  sections  on  “The  Holy  Scriptures" 
and  “Ethics”  will  raise  the  most  don- 
troversy  among  evangelicals,  I  expect. 
The  fact  that  racism  heads  the  list  >  of 
issues,  that  capitalism  is  mentioned  as 
an  issue,  the  equating  of  systemic  issues, 
interpersonal,  and  individual  issues;  the 
insistence  that  ethical  imperatives  must 
be  willingly  accepted  by  the  believer. 

Are  there  others? 

The  greatest  fires  from  the  fun¬ 
damentalists  will  come  from  our  not 
referring  to  scriptures  as  the  “inerrant, 
verbal  inspiration”  of  God. 

The  charismatics  may  not  like  the 
section  on  “God  the  Spirit”  because  it 
says  the  Holy  Spirit  was  active  from  the 
beginning  of  creation  and  did  not  first  fall 
at  Pentecost.  Also,  that  the  Spirit  em¬ 
powers  the  life  of  the  church  in  the  world. 

Liberals  will  probably  quarrel  with  the 
reference  to  God  as  father  and  as  person, 
the  virgin  birth  and  possibly  the 
reference  in  "God  the  Son”  to  Jesus 


•  “Softening”  of  the  Social  Principles 
statement  on  homosexuality. 

•  Subsidized  church  periodicals. 

•  Church  school  curriculum  and 
confirmation  resources. 

Leaders  said  they  were  encouraged  by 
the  warming  climate  toward 
evangelicals  in  the  church,  particularly 
in  missions  and  curriculum. 

But.  the  ‘warming  climate’  has  also 
created  some  problems  for  “Good 
News.”  The  reticence  of  evangelicals  to 
get  involved  politically  is  longstanding. 
Now  local  laypersons  and  pastors  believe 
there  is  no  longer  reason  to  organize  at 
the  annual  conference  and  district  level, 
according  to  board  member  Helen  Rhea 
Coppedge,  Atlanta,  Ga.  It  is  estimated 
that  31  of  the  57  organized  groups  are 
active;  and  active  groups  are  about 
equally  divided  between  those  who  meet 
for  inspiration  and  those  who  meet  for 
action,  the  conference  coordinator,  Rev. 
Fletcher  Hardy  III,  Madison  Heights, 
Va.,  reported. 

Keynote  speaker.  Rev.  Michael 
Walker,  Greenville,  Tex.,  sent  up  a  “trial 
balloon”  proposing  that  denominational 
and  evangelical  leaders  thoroughly 
explore  the  possibility  of  a  non- 
geographical  “evangelical  jurisdiction" 
which  might  elect  its  own  bishops  and 
establish  evangelical  programs  and 
institutions. 

While  the  idea  does  not  have  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  “Good  News”  board  of 
directors,  chairman  Paul  Morrell, 
Dallas,  Tex.,  said  “If  the  church  is  going 
to  insist  on  pluralism,  it  will  have  to 
reveal  itself  in  some  kind  of  structure.” 

In  a  welcome  message,  Bishop  Earl 
Hunt.  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  urged  them  to 
“avoid  at  all  costs,  attitudes  and  actions 
that  would  lead  United  Methodism  down 
the  road  to  schism.  The  church  is  hearing 
you,  even  when  you  feel  certain  parts  are 
not.  Be  sure  your  acts  are  so  responsible 
and  words  so  spiritually  mature  that  they 
become  your  own  best  interpreters,” 
Bishop  Hunt  concluded. 


providing  the  only  way  of  salvation. 

How  long  has  this  theological 
statement  been  in  preparation? 

Actually,  ‘‘Good  News”  has  intended  to 
prepare  a  statement  defining  its  beliefs 
since  it  began  in  1967,  but  the  urgent 
crises  in  missions  and  curriculum 
demanded  first  attention. 

It  seems  like  we’ve  worked  on  this 
forever,  but  the  full  committee  met  for 
the  first  time  June  17,  1974.  After 
examining  historic  materials  and  other 
contemporary  evangelical  statements 
such  as  the  Lausanne  Covenant,  mem¬ 
bers  were  asked  to  write  a  draft 
statement  by  fall.  By  mid-December,  we 
had  the  bulk  of  our  intention  down.  The 
first  draft  went  to  the  board  of  directors 
in  January.  Then  it  underwent  more 
rewriting. 

How  did  the  concept  of  doctrinal 
pluralism  come  to  be  a  major  tenet  in 
United  Methodism? 

It  was  a  combination  of  Wesley’s  in¬ 
spired  view  that  “the  world  is  my 
parish”  with  the  frontier  spirit  and  its 
emphasis  on  experience  to  the  neglect  of 
essential  doctrine,  which  developed  in 
the  American  environment  during  the 
19th  century. 

Around  the  turn  of  the  century  a  split 
developed  between  fundamentalists  and 
liberals.  By  the  1950’s  this  theology 
developed  into  the  notion  of  "it’s  not  so 
much  what  you  believe,  as  what  you  do.” 
By  the  sixties  it  turned  into  “it  doesn’t 
matter  what  you  believe,  only  what  you 
do”  and  programs  became  the  substitute 
for  salvation. 

How  did  this  run  contrary  to 
evangelical  thinking? 

Evangelicals  continued  to  insist  it  does 
matter  what  you  believe,  but  then  the 
critics  charge  “All  you  care  about  is 
doctrine  and  you  don’t  care  about  doing 
anything.” 

How  does  this  new  affirmation  help  the 
situation? 

I  think  the  sections  on  the  church  and 
on  ethics  are  the  most  important  witness 
that  we’re  not  just  a  bunch  of  pietists  off 
in  a  corner  doing  doctrine. 

How  did  you  get  involved  with  “Good 
News”  and  this  whole  project? 

I  was  in  seminary  at  Princeton  at  the 
time  of  union  in  1968  after  being  ordained 
in  the  EUB  church  in  Ohio.  “Good  News” 
sent  a  bulk  mailing  to  seminary  students, 
and  I  thought  the  doctrinal  concerns 
being  raised  were  legitimate  and 
deserved  hearing  in  the  new  church. 

Have  you  experienced  any  harassment 
at  Duke  because  of  your  identification 
with  “Good  News”? 

I’ve  never  felt  I’ve  been  attacked  for 
my  involvement.  I  know  there  must  be 
pressure  on  the  dean,  but  I’ve  not  found 
any  distrust  or  under-cutting. 

‘Teleministries  ’ 
receives  600,000 
responses  in  1974 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Contact 
Teleministries,  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  originally 
established  as  an  ecumenical  telephone 
counseling  ministry  by  the  former  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism  in  1968, 
received  more  than  600,000  calls  last  year 
through  its  68  accredited  U.  S.  centers. 

The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Larson,  national 
director  of  Contact,  said  most  of  the  calls 
related  to  problems  of  loneliness.  Per¬ 
sonal  relationships,  especially  those 
involving  families  and  marriage,  were 
responsible  for  the  second  largest 
category  of  calls,  he  said. 


Seminaries 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.  C.  —  Reform 
of  United  Methodism’s  13  theological 
schools  emerged  as  a  major  concern  of 
evangelicals  meeting  here  last  week  in  a 
convocation  called  by  “Good  News,”  an 
unofficial  evangelical  movement  in  the 
denomination. 

“We  have  a  sick  church  which  is  suf¬ 
fering  from  weak,  ineffective  ministerial 
leadership.  The  seminaries  bear  a  major 
portion  of  the  responsibility,”  charged 
Dr.  Edmund  Robb,  pastor  of  St.  Luke 
UMC,  Lubbock,  Tex.  and  second  vice- 
chairman  of  “Good  News.”  He  also 
serves  as  a  member  of  the  group’s  task 
force  on  seminaries,  colleges  and 
universities. 

In  a  speech  to  almost  2,000  persons,  Dr. 
Robb,  with  the  support  of  the  “Good 
News”  board,  made  three  proposals  on 
which  “We  stand  ready  to  dialogue.” 

First,  that  two  seminaries  be  “en¬ 
trusted  to  evangelical  boards  of  trustees 
and  continued  as  official  United 
Methodist  seminaries.” 

Second,  that  every  theological  school 
invite  competent,  evangelical  scholars  to 
join  their  faculties,  especially  in  the 
fields  of  Biblical  and  systematic 
theology . 

Third,  that  the  church  offer  “greater 
support  for  established  independent 
theological  seminaries  of  the  Wesleyan- 
Arminian  tradition.” 

On  the  first  proposal,  Dr.  Robb  said 
that  the  two  seminaries  would  be  “loyal 
to  the  church,  orthodox  in  theology, 
Wesleyan  in  interpretation,  twentieth- 
century  in  outlook,  socially  prophetic  and 
involved,  evangelistic  in  spirit, 
missionary -minded  and  concerned  for 
the  local  church.” 

And,  “if  all  else  fails,”  he  said,  “it  may 
be  necessary  to  consider  establishment 
of  a  new  independent  theological 
seminary.” 

A  staff  member  of  the  church’s 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  present 
at  the  convocation  indicated  to  Dr.  Robb 
that  the  division  would  be  interested  in 
talking  with  them. 

The  Rev.  Martha  Wilson,  director  of 
theological  resources  and  courses  of 
study,  told  him  that  the  division  has  “a 
real  willingness  to  communicate  with 
any  group  who  shares  a  concern  for  the 
seminaries  and  theological  education. 

In  the  address,  Dr.  Robb  listed  the 
reasons  he  believes  the  seminaries  are 
not  doing  their  job: 

•  While  doing  a  creditable  job  of 
academic  preparation,  they  do  not  put 
enough  concentration  on  preparing 
ministers  for  their  role  as  spiritual 
leaders  and  for  the  realities  of  the  local 
church.  The  end  result,  he  said,  is 


Proposals  for 
reform  given 


Edmund  Robb 
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graduates  “naive  in  organizational 
techniques,  ignorant  of  program  and 
planning  procedures,  unable  to  con¬ 
ceptualize  priorities  and  doomed  to  the 
continuing  judgement  of  the  ‘Peter 
Principle.’  ” 

•  Most  United  Methodist  seminaries 
are  committed  to  contemporary  theology 
and  too  many  of  the  theological 
assumptions  criticized  in  the  “Hartford 
Appeal”  (a  recent  document  by 
prominent  theologians  decrying  modem 
theology’s  captivity  to  “fads”  and 
secular  themes)  dominate  U.M. 
seminaries. 

•  Students  are  exposed  to  a  steady 
barrage  of  “de-bunking”  and  skepticism 
with  too  little  help  offered  them  in 
building  up  a  stronger  faith  in  God  to 
replace  that  destroyed. 

•  Courses  are  not  offered  in  prayer  and 
devotional  life. 

•  There  is  misrepresentation  of 
evangelical  theology  in  U.M.  seminaries. 
“I  know  of  no  United  Methodist  seminary 
where  the  historic  Wesleyan  Biblical 
perspective  is  presented  seriously,  even 
as  an  option,”  Dr.  Robb  said. 

One  of  the  main  quarrels  evangelicals 
have  with  the  seminaries  and  church 
leadership  is  what  they  call  "the 
hypocrisy  of  pluralism.” 

Dr.  Robb  said  pluralism  seems  to 
mean  that  “the  evangelicals  can  pay  the 
bills,  receive  the  members  and  'ollow  the 
program  determined  and  directed  by 
liberals,  and  be  called  disloyal  if  they 
question  the  program,  literature  or 
schools.” 

If  pluralism  prevailed  in  fact  as  well  as 
in  theory,  he  continued,  “then  every 
United  Methodist  seminary  would  have  a 
faculty  and  library  resources  by  which 
historic  Wesleyan  perspective  was  not 
only  taught  but  was  prominent  in  the 
inter-mix  of  lifestyles  and  ideological 
choices.” 

Dr.  Robb  concluded:  “We  are  not 
schismatics;  we  are  not  going 
elsewhere;  and  we  are  at  home  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  —  but  we  will 
be  heard.” 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  698-2410. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  sizes  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 

(214)  747-4540. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  ttae  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery.  408 

S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3680. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  RE  FINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  1224  Fisher. 

Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817  )  754-8231  (of¬ 
fice).  776-5745  (home). 

DALLAS:  LAKEHILL  PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL.  2720  Hillside  Dr..  (75214).  located  In 
Lakewood  area.  Grades  1  -  12.  College 
Preparatory.  Co-educatlonal.  State  ac¬ 
credited.  Small  classes.  Call  (214)  826-2931. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  $2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's.  P.O.  Box  25351.  Houston.  Texas 
77006.  j 

RETIREE :  Three  room  furnished  apartment, 
all  utilities.  In  exchange  for  four  hours 
custodial  services  dally.  References  required. 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church.  400  Field  St.. 
Venice.  Florida  33595.  (813  )  488-1374. 

WANTED:  A  full -time  Education  Director 
with  emphasis  on  a  good  youth  program. 
Contact  The  Reverend  H.  Leon  Reed  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  214-657-6588;  or  at 
residence.  214-657-3652;  or  mall  resume  to 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  204  N»  Mar¬ 
shall  St..  Henderson.  Texas  75652. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 
!  AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Serince 

Phone(817)  MIS-9203  Keene,  Texas 76059 

WANTED:  EXPERIENCED  EDUCATION 
AND  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  1100-member 
church,  city  of  55.000.  Salary  open.  Send  full 
resume  and  picture  to:  Williams  Memorial 
U.M.C..  220  Reading.  Texarkana.  Texas  7550L 

Chairman  interviewed 

‘Affirmation’  explained 
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Commission 

exonerates 

decision 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Cautioning  the 
church  to  deal  with  sensitivity  in  the 
employment  of  racial  and  ethnic 
minority  persons  at  board  and  agency 
levels,  the  executive  committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  absolved  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  any  “racial 
motivation”  in  the  recent  firing  of  a 
Native  American  staff  member. 

The  committee  statement  released 
July  21  was  signed  by  Bishop  D. 
Frederick  Wertz,  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
commission  chairperson  and  the  Rev. 
Woodie  W.  White,  commission  executive 
secretary. 

The  statement  acknowledged  the 
concern  by  members  of  the  Indian 
community  and  others  at  the  termination 
this  spring  of  the  Rev.  Homer  Noley  from 
the  staff  of  the  National  Division. 

•’After  careful  consideration,”  the 
statement  read.  “We  are  convinced  there 
was  no  racial  motivation  behind  the 
decision  to  release  Mr.  Noley.  In  our 
opinion,  it  was  solely  an  administrative 
matter  that  happened  to  involve  ethnic 
minority  personnel  at  different  levels  of 
administrative  responsibility.” 

The  committee  statement,  however, 
urged  reconsideration  of  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  process  that  “seems  to  lack 
adequate  communication  features”  to 
allow  ample  time  for  adjustments 
necessitated  by  those  decisions. 

The  statement  called  on  leadership  in 
all  boards  and  agencies  to  recognize  that 
methods  and  styles  engaged  in  by 
minorities  “may  or  may  not  fit  into 
traditional  patterns.”  Emphasizing 
“mutual  sensitivity,”  the  statement  said 
minority  personnel  also  must  be  fully 
responsive  to  the  requirements  and 
general  program  objectives  of  the 
agencies. 

Sounding  a  warning  against  forming 
any  sort  of  exclusiveness  among  inter¬ 
ethnic  circles  themselves,  the  statement 
said  honesty  and  openness  are  necessary 
for  mutual  trust  and  support.  “Such 
exclusivism  must  inevitably  work  to  the 
detriment  of  all  minorities,”  it  said. 

Members  who  prepared  the  statement 
are:  Dr.  J.  E.  Lowery,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Dr. 
Elias  Galvan,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Don 
Hayashi,  Portland,  Ore.,  and  Mrs.  Libby 
Littlechief,  Anadarko,  Okla. 
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Artists  at  Renaissance  ’ 75 

BUCKHANNON,  W.  Va.  [UMC]  —  The  national  convocation  on  worship,  music 
and  other  arts  will  draw  more  than  900  United  Methodist  musicians,  ministers,  lay 
workers  and  students  to  the  West  Virginia  Wesleyan  campus  here  Aug.  3-9. 
Representing  the  rich  diversity  of  “Renaissance  ’75”  are  [left]  Wolfgang  Flor,  noted 
wood  sculptor  standing  beside  his  creation  “The  Miser.”  and  [right]  Mary  Staton,  a 
dancer  and  one  of  the  nation’s  leading  choreographers.  Mr.  Flor  will  be  a  part  of  the 
artists  in  residence  program  and  Ms.  Staton  will  lead  two  workshops,  one  on  the 
worship  leader  as  a  professional  performing  artist.  Sponsors  for  the  convocation  are 
the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodist  Musicians,  the  UMC  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
section  on  worship  and  the  Choristers’  Guild,  an  ecumenical  organization  serving 
directors  of  children  and  youth  choirs,  united  methodist  communications  photo 


the  church  today 


U.M.  colleges  to  receive 
$4  million 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
Twenty-one  church -related  colleges  and 
universities  have  been  awarded  a  total  of 
$19,063,000  by  the  Department  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare  to  help  “achieve 
financial  stability  and  greater  academic 
strengths." 

HEW  announced  that  61  schools, 
private,  church-related  and  public, 
shared  in  the  agency’s  $58  million 
program.  Among  them  are  six  United 
Methodist  schools,  three  of  which  enroll 
predominately  black  students. 

United  Methodist-related  institutions 
and  the  amount  of  their  grants  are: 

Clark  College,  Atlanta,  $986,000; 
Momingside  College,  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  $1 
million;  Union  College,  Barbourville, 
Ky.,  $142,000;  Rust  College,  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.,  $640,000;  Bennett  College, 
Greensboro,,  N.C.,  $740,000;  and  West 
Virginia  Wesleyan,  Buckhannon,  $1 
million. 

U.M.  exec  joins  protest 
against  General  Motors 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodist  of¬ 
ficial  Joyce  Hill  joined  14  North 
American  Protestant  and  Catholic 


church  executives  concerned  with  Latin 

Several  U.M.  ministers  believe 


American  affairs  in  asking  clarification 
from  General  Motors  Corporation  of  its 
proposed  “collaboration  with  the  Chilean 
government  of  General  Augusto 
Pinochet  in  reorganizing  the  Chilean 
automobile  industry." 

In  a  letter  to  GM  Board  Chairman 
Thomas  A.  Murphy,  they  expressed 
“deep  dismay”  at  the  news  that  GM  is 
bidding  to  become  one  of  Chile’s  three 
major  automakers  in  view  of  the 
“numerous  violations  of  human  rights 
and  documented  cases  of  torture"  that 
have  occurred  under  the  Pinochet 
regime  since  its  takeover  two  years  ago. 

Ms.  Hill  is  executive  secretary  for 
Latin  America  in  the  church’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  which  holds  stock  in 
General  Motors. 

SEJ  commission  votes  support 
for  Wesley’s  Chapel 

NASHVILLE,  (UMC)  —  Expressing 
concern  for  the  survival  of  Wesley’s 
Chapel  in  London,  members  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History  meeting  here 
early  in  July  voted  to  support  a  con¬ 
centrated  Bicentennial  fund  drive  in  the 
Jurisdiction  and  to  petition  General 
Conference  to  promote  a  similar  cam¬ 
paign. 


Clergy  divorce  easier  now 


HOUSTON  (RNS)  —  A  divorce  “still 
hurts”  a  clergyman  professionally  to 
some  extent,  but  not  nearly  as  much  as  it 
did  a  decade  or  two  ago,  according  to  a 
recent  Houston  Chronicle  report. 

The  newspaper  found  that  more  than  a 
dozen  churches  in  the  Houston  area 
employ  clergymen  who  divorced  and 
remarried  after  entering  the  ministry. 

The  Chronicle  found  that  whether  a 
minister  remains  a  fully  functioning 
clergyman  after  divorce  usually  depends 
upon  his  denomination  and  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  divorce. 

Some  denominations  bar  a  divorced 
minister  from  continuing  in  church 
service  unless  he  can  prove  that  his 
wife’s  adultery  led  to  the  divorce. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  cited 
as  one  denomination  which  has  made 
significant  changes  in  its  attitude  toward 
divorced  clergy. 

After  World  War  II,  a  divorced 
minister  almost  always  left  the  ministry. 
Today,  U.M.  clergymen  find  it  much 
easier  to  divorce  and  remarry  and 
remain  in  the  ministry,  the  Chronicle 
reported. 

Dr.  Stewart  Clendenin,  assistant  to 
Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  of  the  Texas 
Conference,  said  United  Methodists  used 


to  link  divorce  to  sexual  misconduct. 

But  in  recent  years,  they  have  come  to 
realize  that  there  are  a  variety  of  reasons 
for  divorces  besides  adultery,  Dr. 
Clendenin  told  the  Chronicle. 

He  said  there  were  no  statistics  on  the 
number  of  divorced  U.M.  ministers,  but 
there  is  a  general  feeling  that  the  per¬ 
centage  rises  yearly. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
Robertson,  who  heads  United  Methodist 
Newsservice  in  Dallas,  much  of  the 
change  in  attitude  toward  divorced 
ministers  is  attributable  to  changing  lay 
attitudes  toward  divorce. 

If  lay  members  had  not  changed  their 
attitudes,  divorced  ministers  would  not 
be  able  to  stay  in  active  service,  Mr. 
Robertson  said.  He  noted  that  laypeople 
more  and  more  recognize  that  ministers 
are  human  and  susceptible  to  the  same 
problems  that  cause  other  people  to 
divorce. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Watt,  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Port  Arthur,  was  divorced  in  1974 
from  her  husband,  Dr.  Joe  Watt,  a 
teacher  at  LaMar  University  in 
Beaumont,  after  a  three-year  separation. 

She  said  the  divorce  did  not  hinder  her 
professional  career  and  during  the 
separation  and  divorce  she  received 
strong  support  from  parishioners, 
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superiors  and  her  district  superin¬ 
tendent. 

After  the  divorce  she  was  appointed  to 
the  pastorate  of  First  UMC.  She  has  been 
working  in  a  special  ministry  in 
Beaumont.  (The  Watts,  divorced  in  1974, 
remarried  in  1975.) 

Mrs.  Watt  said  that  after  her  divorce 
she  noted  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
young  women  coming  to  her  for  coun¬ 
seling,  on  a  number  of  problems,  in¬ 
cluding  marital  discord. 

She  said  she  felt  that  her  first-hand 
experience  with  a  disturbing  crisis  ap¬ 
peared  to  make  it  easier  for  others  with 
personal  problems  to  confide  in  her. 

Spanish-speaking 
Christianity 
topic  of  book 

SAN  ANTONIO  (RNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  professor  has  joined  a  team  of 
ecumenical  scholars  to  produce  a  history 
of  Spanish-speaking  Christianity  in  the 
United  States  to  be  produced  next  year. 

Dr.  Edwin  Sylvest,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  professor  of  the  history  of 
Christianity,  will  work  principally  with 
Chicano  scholars  in  writing  the  500-page 
volume.  It  is  part  of  a  general  history  of 
the  church  in  Latin  America  prepared  by 
a  multi-national  Commission  for  Studies 
of  the  Church  in  Latin  America 
(CEHILA). 

The  volume  will  be  divided  into  three 
periods:  ’’American  Christianity 

Through  1808,"  the  year  in  which  Spanish 
power  began  to  collapse  in  the  New 
World;  “The  Church  in  A  Period  of 
Conflict,  1808-1848,"  the  year  of  the 
Treaty  of  Guadalupe-Hidalgo;  and  “An 
Oppressed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
1848-1975.” 


UMC  denies  CIA  activity 

Protestant  missionaries  linked  to  U.S.  agency 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  United  Method¬ 
ist  mission  executives  deny  that  any  of 
the  church’s  missionaries  have  been  in¬ 
volved  with  the  United  States  Central 
Intelligence  Agency’s  (CIA)  activities  in 
foreign  countries. 

The  disclaimer  comes  in  the  wake  of 
assertions  in  a  recently  published  book 
about  the  CIA  by  a  former  State 
Department  employee  that  the  CIA  has 
used  church  personnel  for  intelligence 
gathering  and  as  actual  agents  for 
"covert  operations"  in  the  Third  World. 

“To  my  knowledge,  no  missionary  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  involved 
with  any  activity  of  the  CIA  in  any  part  of 
the  world,”  Dr.  Tracy  Jones,  executive 
general  secretary  of  the  U.M.  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  told  TM/  UMR. 

Dr.  Lois  Miller,  associate  general 
secretary  in  charge  of  the  World  Division 
told  TM/  UMR  that  in  the  past  some 
missionaries  had  been  approached  by  the 
CIA,  but  they  had  informed  Board 
officials  that  they  had  “not  cooperated." 

John  D.  Marks,  a  former  employee  of 
the  U.S.  State  Department  now  working 
for  the  Center  for  National  Security 
Studies,  Washington,  D.C.,  said  during 
an  interview  with  Religious  News  Ser¬ 
vice  here  that  the  utilization  of 
missionaries  by  U.S.  intelligence  groups 
predates  the  CIA,  at  least  going  back  to 
the  OSS  (Office  of  Strategic  Services) 
during  World  War  II. 

Mr.  Marks,  who  co-authored  with 
former  CIA  agent  Victor  Marchetti  the 
book  entitled  “The  CIA  and  the  Cult  of 
Intelligence,”  said  such  collaboration 
between  the  CIA  and  church  personnel 
was  prevalent  in  Latin  America,  Asia 
and  Africa  —  parts  of  the  world  where 
the  CIA  was  or  still  is  active  in  “sup¬ 
porting  anti-Communist  movements." 

CIA  uses  individual 

Stressing  that  the  CIA’s  use  of  church 
personnel  was  “almost  always"  done  on 
an  individual  basis,  he  said  it  was  in¬ 
tensified  as  missionaries  became  more 
involved  in  social,  economic  and  political 
programs  in  developing  nations. 

Mr.  Marks  said  his  interest  in  the 
question  of  the  CIA  using  religious 
personnel  was  sparked  last  fall  when  he 
attended  a  meeting,  sponsored  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  which 
dealt  with  reports  by  missionaries,  both 
Protestant  and  Catholic,  of  contacts  with 
the  CIA  in  the  mission  field. 

He  added  that  his  subsequent  research, 
which  turned  up  about  a  dozen  instances 
of  contacts  between  the  CIA  and  church 
personnel  (although  he  declined  to 
identify  those  involved),  showed  that 
“the  church  is  just  another  sector  of 
American  society  penetrated  by  the  CIA 
to  support  its  covert  operations”  in 
various  parts  of  the  world. 

Stating  that  the  CIA  has  used  students, 
newsmen,  businessmen  and  others  to 
support  its  mission,  Mr.  Marks  said  the 
CIA  morality  is  simply  “the  end  justifies 
the  means,"  that  is,  “use  any  ‘asset’  to 
counter  communism  and  the  left.” 

The  use  of  church  personnel  by  the 
CIA,  according  to  Mr.  Marks,  falls  into 
“four  categories,”  —  intelligence 
gathering  (90  per  cent  of  which  is  on  the 
"good  fellowship-help  your  government 
level”);  the  use  of  missionaries  as 
“funding  conduits,"  such  as  channeling 
money  to  the  “de-stabilization”  of  the 
Allende  government  in  Chile;  the  actual 
employment  of  church  personnel  as 
“spies";  and  the  use  of  religion  as  a 
“cover”  for  CIA  operations. 

Most  activity  in  Latin  America 

Mr.  Marks  said  that  to  his  knowledge 
most  of  the  collaboration  between  the 
CIA  and  religious  personnel  occurred  in 
Latin  America,  but  that  he  knew  of  in¬ 
stances  in  Africa  and  Asia. 

A  common  CIA  practice,  according  to 
the  former  State  Department  employee, 
is  the  “de-briefing"  —  knowingly  or 
unknowingly  —  of  Americans  returning 
from  the  missionary  fields.  The  CIA,  he 
added,  also  gleaned  data  from 
missionaries  in  the  field. 

Mr.  Marks  said  he  contacted  one 
Protestant  official  who  admitted  that  one 
of  his  denomination’s  missionaries  in 
Bolivia  had  “regularly”  provided  reports 
to  the  CIA  in  the  early  1960’s  on  such 
things  as  labor  unions,  political  activity 
and  cooperatives. 

The  official,  who  also  said  he  per¬ 
sonally  had  replaced  the  Bolivian 
missionary  at  a  later  date,  added  that  he 
was  contacted  by  the  CIA  and  asked  to 
continue  the  CIA-missionary  relation¬ 
ship. 

Mr.  Marks  said  that  there  is  a  growing 
critical  attitude  among  churches  toward 
CIA  use  of  missionary  personnel.  But  he 
said  he  is  convinced  there  are  still 
“conservative”  church  people  who  would 


Bicentennial  notes: 
Francis  Asbury 


By  CHARLES  M.  CHAKOUR 

The  Journal  of  Francis  Asbury  was 
written  almost  daily  as  a  diary  of  his  life 
and  thoughts.  Only  illness  kept  him  from 
this  regular  discipline.  While  traveling  to 
the  colonies  he  had  time  to  keep  his  daily 
record.  On  board  ship,  Sept.  12,  1771, 
Asbury  recorded  his  thoughts  as  he 
reflected  on  his  journey  of  faith. 

“I  will  set  down  a  few  things  that  lie  on 
my  mind.  Wither  am  I  going?  To  the  new 
world.  What  to  do?  To  gain  honor?  No,  if  I 
know  my  own  heart.  To  get  money?  No,  I 
am  going  to  live  to  God,  and  to  bring 
others  so  to  do  .  .  . 


“The  people  God  owns  in  England,  are 
Methodists.  The  doctrines  they  preach, 
and  the  discipline  they  enforce,  are,  I 
believe,  the  purest  of  any  people  now  in 
the  world.  The  Lord  has  greatly  blessed 
these  doctrines  and  this  discipline  in  the 
three  kingdoms:  they  must  therefore  be 
pleasing  to  him.  If  God  does  not 
acknowledge  me  in  America,  I  will  soon 
return  to  England.  I  know  my  views  are 
upright  now  -  may  they  never  be 
otherwise!" 

Mr.  Chakour  is  treasurer  for  the 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  and  wrote 
this  historical  brief  for  the  conference 
‘‘United  Methodist." 


continue  to  work  knowingly  with  the  CIA 
“for  patriotic  reasons”  and  because  the 
main  mission* of  the  CIA  is  to  “stop 
communism." 

Citing  the  “dangers”  of  such 
collaboration,  he  said  that  initially  it 
“taints  legitimate  missionary  work 
around  the  world.”  It  also  “puts  church 
people  on  a  level  of  deception  and  lies” 
because  lies  are  inherent  in  secret 
meetings  and  clandestine  operations  and 
are  built  into  the  CIA  system.” 

‘Lying,  misleading  information’ 

He  said  that  during  his  research  on  the 
question  he  became  aware  of  a  “lot  of 
lying”  by  church  personnel  and  a  great 
deal  of  “misleading  information.” 

Mr.  Marks  said  that  in  talking  to 
Protestant  mission  agencies  and  Catholic 
religious  orders,  mainly  the  Maryknoll 
and  Jesuit  fathers,  he  found  there  was  no 
“written  policy’’  against  aiding  the  CIA 
but  that  most  major  groups  were 
strongly  opposed  to  the  practice. 

He  said  one  Protestant  church  leader 
told  him  that  if  he  learned  of  such  an 
instance  he  would  “fire  the  missionary” 
on  the  spot. 

Some  groups  within  U.S.  society, 
because  of  “special  pressures”  brought 
to  bear,  cannot  be  approached  by  the 
CIA,  Mr.  Marks  observed.  He  said  two 
such  groups  are  the  Peace  Corps  and 
Fulbright  scholars.  “The  CIA  policy  is 
hands  off.” 

He  asserted  that  if  enough  voices  were 
raised  in  the  church  community  a  similar 

Bible-reading 
in  space  called 
a  settled  issue 

PHOENIX  (RNS)  —  Christians  who 
are  engaged  in  a  letter-writing  campaign 
defending  the  right  of  American 
astronauts  to  read  from  the  Bible  while  in 
outer  space  are  involved  in  a  useless 
endeavor.  (See  TM/  UMR  editorials 
July  11.) 

That’s  the  opinion  of  Charles  Red¬ 
mond,  public  information  specialist  for 
the  National  Aeronautic  and  Space 
Administration  in  Houston. 

The  issue  was  settled  years  ago  in  the 
courts  and  “what  the  astronauts  say  is 
their  own  business,”  Mr.  Redmond  said 
in  a  telephone  interview  reported  here. 
There  are  no  restrictions  placed  on 
astronauts  concerning  Bible  reading. 

Letters  have  been  circulating  in 
Phoenix  (and  many  other  communities) 
encouraging  readers  to  stop  an  alleged 
attempt  by  atheist  Madalyn  O’Hair  to 
pressure  NASA  to  censure  any  spaceman 
who  reads  from  the  Bible  while  in  space. 

One  of  the  letters  distributed  misspells 
the  atheist’s  name  as  “Madeline 
O’Hara.”  It  encourages  recipients  to 
write  NASA  commending  the  astronauts 
for  their  faith  in  God  and  belief  in  the 
Bible. 

Mrs.  O’Hair  initially  objected  to  Col. 
Frank  Borman’s  reading  from  the  Bible 
on  Christmas  Eve  of  1968.  After  losing  a 
suit  and  several  appeals,  she  dropped  the 
issue  in  1971. 

Mr.  Redmond  said  no  pressure  is  being 
brought  to  the  agency  and  that  the  issue 
is  “almost  c  crank.” 

Refugee  resettlement 
hits  government  snag 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Resettlement  of 
Indochina  refugees  in  the  U.  S.  has,  to 
date,  been  easier  than  one  church  official 
deeply  involved  in  the  program  had 
expected.  But  the  Rev.  John  Schauer  of 
Church  World  Service  (CWS)  says  it  has 
not  been  easy  and  will  become  more 
difficult,  especially  if  government  ad¬ 
ministrative  snags  are  not  cleared 
quickly. 

While  many  individuals,  congrega¬ 
tions,  dioceses  and  religious  community 
agencies  have  opened  their  arms  to  the 
refugees,  Mr.  Schauer  and  other  volun¬ 
tary  agency  personnel  say  all  is  not  well. 

CWS  and  United  HI  AS  (a  Jewish 
organization)  staff  members  told 
Religious  News  Service  they  are  par¬ 
ticularly  concerned  about  getting 
government  assurance  of  continuation  of 
services  for  the  refugees.  This  concern 
revolves  around  interpretation  of  federal 
guidelines  on  public  assistance  to  the  new 
U.  S.  residents. 

Another  issue  to  be  ironed  out,  Mr. 
Schauer  said,  involves  “unaccompanied 
minors." 
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policy  with  regard  to  church  personnel 
would  be  effected  by  the  CIA  leadership. 

“Statements  from  10  church  leaders, 
along  with  one  individual  in  Congress  to 
champion  the  cause  would  be  enough; 
the  practice  would  be  stopped  in  a  week," 
he  stated. 

American 

‘meddling’ 

denounced 

OMAHA,  Neb.  (RNS)  —  A  former 
missionary  who  was  expelled  from  Brazil 
last  year  called  here  for  an  end  to  U.S. 
“meddling  with  the  internal  affairs  of 
other  people." 

“It’s  anti-American  to  go  around  the 
world  trying  to  tell  other  people  how  to 
run  their  governments,"  said  the  Rev. 
Frederick  B.  Morris,  who  worked  in 
Brazil  under  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  and  for  several 
years  had  headed  a  church  community 
center  in  Recife. 

Referring  to  reports  of  CIA  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  Chilean  military  coup, 
Mr.  Morris  said  that  was  “just  a  re-run  of 
what  happened  in  Brazil  ten  years  ago,” 
The  elected  Goulart  government  of 
Brazil  was  overthrown  in  a  1964  military 
coup. 

“What  I’m  afraid  about  Portugal  is 
that  the  State  Department  is  setting  up 
another  CIA  takeover,"  he  said. 

Though  Communists  have  made 
significant  gains  in  Portugal,  he  said  the 
United  States  “should  not  be  panicked 
into  defending  a  bunch  of  cutthroats.” 

With  proper  U.S.  relations,  Mr.  Morris 
predicted,  Portugal  will  develop  into  a 
socialist  country  along  the  lines  of  Great 
Britain  or  the  Scandinavian  countries. 

Mr.  Morris,  who  went  to  Brazil  in  1963 
and  was  expelled  last  October  after  his 
arrest  on  suspicion  of  subversion, 
reported,  as  he  did  last  fall,  that  he  had 
been  tortured  with  beatings,  electric 
shocks  and  other  “techniques  learned 
from  U.S.  forces  in  Vietnam”  according 
to  one  of  his  torturers. 

He  said  Brazil  is  one  of  a  dozen 
governments  using  “terror  and  in¬ 
timidation”  that  the  United  States  is 
backing.  “That’s  not  the  American 
way,”  he  said,  “and  as  a  Christian  it 
offends  me  deeply." 

He  said  he  knew  personally  of  35  people 
in  Recife  who  were  subjected  to  tne  same 
kind  of  torture  he  received.  And  he  said 
an  estimated  50,000  people  had  been 
tortured  in  Brazil  during  the  past  decade. 

More  than  7,000  Brazilians  have  been 
taught  security  methods  in  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Morris  said. 
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_ ;ed  Methodist  Women  to  hold 

Annual  Meet  at  Trinity  UM,  Ruston 


Rec.  Ed  Pickens  named 
“ Minister  of  the  Year ” 
in  Mansfield 


The  Annual  meeting  of  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  be  held  at  Trinity  UM, 
Ruston,  September  12-13,  with  the  in¬ 
spiring  theme  designated  “I  Am  Called 
...  I  Respond.”  Mrs.  Robert  Compton 
of  Jennings,  Conference  UMW  President, 
will  preside. 

Plans  have  been  underway  for  many 
months  to  assure  that  this  will  be  the  best 
attended,  most  informative  and  in¬ 
spirational  meeting  in  the  history  of  the 
organization,  and  much  enthusiasm  is 
indicated.  The  State  Planning  Committee 
has  met  for  a  number  of  sessions,  and  the 
preliminary  information  regarding  the 
conference  has  been  issued. 

A  reservation  of  $2.00  for  the  meeting 
must  be  sent  to  Mrs.  L.  C.  Aycock,  P.O. 
Box  366,  Ruston,  La.  71270  at  the  earliest 
possible  convenience.  The  dinner 
meeting  reservation  is  an  additional 
$4.25.  The  Planning  Committee  notes  that 
motel  reservations  should  be  made  on  an 
individual  basis. 

Members  of  the  State  Planning 
Committee  are:  Mrs.  Robert  Compton, 
President;  Mrs.  Bob  Price,  President  of 
the  Ruston  unit  and  co-chairperson  of  the 
meeting;  Mrs.  Fred  Barr,  co-chair- 
person;  and  Mrs.  Warren  Blakeman, 
Conference  Program  Chairperson.  Mrs. 
Mary  Higgenbotham,  Ruston,  is  public¬ 
ity  chairperson. 


State  Planning  Committee,  UMW  Annual  Meeting  are,  seated  from  left:  Mrs.  Bob 
Price,  Mrs.  Robert  Compton;  standing,  Mrs.  Fred  Barr  and  Mrs.  Warren 
Blakeman. 


Record  numbers  participate 


Vacation  Church  Schools  continue 
to  “prosper”  in  our  Conference 


Pilot  Bible  School  -  Wesley  UM, 

All  over  our  Conference  Vacation 
Church  Schools  are  continuing  during  the 
summer  months,  with  record  turnouts, 
and  with  enthusiasm  unprecedented.  The 
overall  picture  seems  to  emphasize  the 
diversity  of  programs,  the  concentration 
of  concerns  for  others  -  both  in  our 
Conference  and  throughout  the  world  - 
and  the  sharing  of  time  and  talents. 

As  reported  in  previous  editions  of  this 
newspaper,  we  endeavor  to  publish  all 
pictures  and  accounts  sent  to  this  office. 
This  week  we  continue  to  bring  you  the 
“good  news”  of  those  churches  which 
have  sent  us  information  about  their 
summer  efforts. 

The  Alexandria  District  Council  on 


Bunkie  A  few 

Ministries,  in  response  to  an  invitation  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  S.  Taylor  of  the  Wesley 
Church  in  Bunkie,  recruited  and  trained 
a  staff  of  more  than  20  workers.  Assisting 
in  this  effort  were  the  Rev.  N.  P.  Perry  of 
the  Newtnan  Church  and  the  Rev. 
Richard  Hoffpauir  of  the  Palestine 
Church.  The  Pilot  Bible  School  was 
conducted  at  the  Bunkie  Church  in  July, 
and  155  children  and  youth  in  the  Bunkie 
community  attended.  The  host  church 
recruited  a  staff  of  local  people  as  ob¬ 
servers  who  will  be  able  to  conduct  their 
own  school  next  year.  Many  churches  in 
the  Alexandria  District  provided  funds 
for  recreation  and  refreshments. 

Persons  close  to  this  event  note  that 


of  the  100  at  Franklin  VCS 

.  .  children,  youth  and  adults  in  the 
community  were  high  in  their  praise  that 
such  an  adventure  in  Christian  living  had 
come  to  their  church  and  community 
...”  Readers  will  recall  that  a  similar 
school  was  conducted  at  the  Scotts 
Chapel  Church  at  Lettsworth  last 
summer,  under  direction  of  the 
Alexandria  District  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Also  reporting  a  highly  successful 
Vacation  Church  School  is  First  UM 
Church  of  Franklin,  where  the  average 
attendance  was  100  children  and  35 


This  photograph  shows  most  of  the 
.  employers  in  the  Morgan  City  area, 
along  with  the  Vietnamese  men  being 
sponsored.  ( The  men  have  requested  that 
their  names  not  be  published.) 
Employers  are,  from  left:  Larry 
Thompson,  Lakewood  Hospital,  which 
hired  two  male  nurses;  Adam  Gurgi, 
Marine  Electric,  which  hired  an  elec¬ 
trician-auto  mechanic  and  an  elec¬ 
trician;  Oscar  Bergeron,  Bergeron 
Diesel  Service,  hiring  a  diesel  mechanic, 
an  aircraft  mechanic  and  an  electrician- 
auto  mechanic;  Elmer  Tatum,  Service 
Machine  and  Shipbuilding  Co.,  hiring  a 
welder.  Not  shown  is  a  representative  of 
Seacoast  Products,  which  hired  a  welder. 

workers.  An  ecumenical  glow  prevailed, 
as  many  persons  from  other  local 
congregations  participated.  The  Rev.  C. 
R.  McCammon  is  pastor. 

Children  and  youth  of  First  UM 
Church,  Arcadia,  took  part  in  another 
successful  Vacation  Bible  School,  and 
had  a  special  project  of  providing  funds 
for  new  books  for  the  church  library. 
Their  love  offering  will  purchase  14  new 
books.  Average  attendance  at  Arcadia 
was  46  children  and  18  workers.  Pastor  is 
the  Rev.  Douglas  T.  Williams,  Sr. 


Louisiana  Representatives 
attend  Ecumenical  Mission 


siiii 

The  Rev.  Ed  Pickens  (above)  was 
named  “Minister  of  the  Year’’  by  the 
DeSoto  Chapter  64,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
Mansfield.  Mr.  Pickens  is  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Mansfield. 

Morgan  City  UM  Churches 
sponsor  Vietnamese 

The  United  Methodist  Churches  of  the 
Morgan  City  area  are  sponsoring  ten 
Vietnamese.  The  churches  are  furnishing 
them  with  food,  clothing  and  assistance 
in  getting  settled  in  their  new  com¬ 
munity.  In  cooperation  with  the  Salvation 
Army,  housing  is  being  provided  until  the 
men  receive  their  first  pay  check,  as  well 
as  assisting  in  finding  permanent 
housing. 

Employment  has  been  secured  for  all 
the  men.  Churches  and  ministers  par¬ 
ticipating  are:  Pharr  Chapel,  Dr.  Dewitt 
Ginn;  Berwick,  the  Rev.  Bob  Horner; 
Patterson  and  Bayou  Vista,  the  Rev. 
George  Sherman. 


Bishop’s  Message 

At  the  midsummer  report  meeting  on  evangelism  the  following  was  given  to 
our  office: 

Net  gain  in  membership  by  districts  since  January  1 : 


Alexandria 

256 

Baton  Rouge 

303 

Hammond 

203 

Lafayette 

255 

Lake  Charles 

131 

Monroe 

385 

New  Orleans 

358 

Ruston 

113 

Shreveport 

529 

2,533 

Some  districts  are  situated  in  sections  of  the  state  that  are  not  experiencing 
general  population  growth;  however,  all  are  growing.  The  care  taken  in 
reporting  and  the  widespread  aversion  to  padding  and  ‘‘statistics  worshipping” 
indicates  that  the  gains  reported  are  bona  fide. 

No  time  is  more  propitious  than  the  present  for  real  evangelism.  The  Holy 
Spirit  is  moving  across  the  world  to  strengthen  the  Body  of  Christ.  Let  us  be 
faithful  and  joyously  open  to  His  call  and  work,  after  which  the  statistical 
results  will  take  care  of  themselves. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Bishop  Crutchfield  announces 
new  Pastoral  appointments 


The  following  appointments,  effective  mid-August,  are  announced  by  Bishop  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield: 

Trout-Urania : 

Area  Provost: 

New  Orleans,  Munholland: 

Baton  Rouge,  Blackwater: 

Shreveport,  North  Highlands: 

Monroe,  McGuire: 

Lake  Charles,  Oak  Park: 

Rayne-Branch : 

Jennings,  Trinity: 

Baton  Rouge,  Baker: 

New  Orleans,  St.  James: 

New  Orleans,  St.  John : 

Walnut  Grove: 


James  McLelland 
Robert  H.  Jamieson 
William  C.  Blakely 
Lonnie  M.  Sibley 
John  H.  Sewell 
L.  Deen  Thompson 
George  A.  McVay 
Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Jr. 
Mickey  D.  Stringfield 
J.  David  Armold 
Elliott  Seymour 
Clarence  G.  Fuller 
Ira  Love 


Methodist  Student  Center  at 
Southern  nearing  completion 

Pictured  here  are 
Dr.  Robert  Crich¬ 
low,  Baton  Rouge 
district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Dr.  Mat¬ 
thew  Crawford, 
chairman  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation 
Board  at  Southern, 

Dr.  Douglas  Mc¬ 
Guire,  member  of 
the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  and  the  Rev. 

Fred  Henderson,  chaplain  and  Wesley  Foundation  director  at  Southern.  This  photo 
was  made  on  the  day  of  groundbreaking  last  Spring.  Thne  new  Methodist  Student 
Center  at  Southern  is  now  nearing  completion  and  a  tentative  date  for  consecration 
has  been  set  for  mid-November. 

Trinity  to  Trinity  Exchange 

British  Pastor  spends 
six  weeks  in  Ruston 


s  Ulder  Youth,  VCS 

D.M.A.  Club  notes  10th  anniversary  at  First  Pineville 


The  D.M.A.  Club  at  First  UM  Church, 
Pineville,  celebrated  its  10th  Anniver¬ 
sary  on  July  18.  Charter  members  were 
.-ecognized,  and  a  birthday  cake  was 
p  ovided  by  the  church.  The  Rev.  Stone 
Ca  away,  Pastor,  awarded  trophies  to  all 
charter  members  and  to  others  who  have 


worked  with  the  club  since  its  beginning. 

Mrs.  Katherine  Emmerich  Gibbs,  of 
Shreveport,  was  guest  speaker.  Mrs. 
Gibbs  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Rev. 
Emmerich,  who  was  pastor  at  the 
Pineville  church  when  the  club  was 
organized  in  1965. 


Two  D.M.A.  members  at  Pineville  who  have  celebrated  90th  birthdays  are.  from 
left,  Mrs.  Maude  Ingram  and  Mrs.  Mary  Bailey  Millington.  Also  in  the  photo  are. 
back  row,  from  left:  Mrs.  Wayne  Fallin,  Director;  Mrs.  W.  K.  Collins,  President: 
Mrs.  Charles  Cantrell,  Hostess;  and  Mrs.  Katherine  Gibbs,  who  was  speaker  at  the 
celebration. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  was 
represented  at  the  recent  Ecumenical 
Mission  held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  along  with 
delegates  from  other  denominations.  Six 
states  are  constituents  of  the  Mission, 
including  Arkansas,  Kansas,  Missouri, 
Oklahoma,  Texas  and  Louisiana. 

Almost  300  persons  participated  in  the 
Mission,  which  had  as  its  theme  ‘‘The 
Christian  Presence  In  Southeast  Asia.” 

The  group  picture  (above)  shows  all 


representatives  from  Louisiana,  in¬ 
cluding  the  following  United  Methodists: 
Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  and  Mrs.  Harrington; 
Mesdames  Estelle  Dameron,  E.  Mae 
Calvin,  Dorothy  Patrick,  and  Mrs. 
Tillman  of  Wesley  Church,  Pineville.  (A 
number  of  representatives  from  First 
UM  Church,  Pineville,  were  not  iden¬ 
tified.) 


Sunday  School  Bus  revives  Church  School 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Hartzell  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
recently  celebrated  Women’s  Day,  with  Mrs.  Anita  Crump  as  speaker.  Pastor 
James  W.  Wilson  reports  an  excellent  attendance  and  program,  and  notes  that  over 
$4,000  was  raised.  Pictured  here  are  United  Methodist  Women  of  Hartzell,  with  the 
speaker,  Mrs.  Crump,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Wilson,  and  Mrs.  Delesie  Harrison,  President. 


The  Rev.  Tom  Wilson,  Pastor  of  Trinity 
UM  Church.  Shreveport,  says: ‘‘.  .  .The 
Sunday  School  at  Trinity  wasn’t  much 
until  (we)  purchased  the  bus  .  .  .  now  the 
Sunday  School  teachers  do  not  complain 
for  the  lack  of  children.  They  are  always 
searching  for  good  material  to  teach 
them.  The  Sunday  School  bus  has  revived 
our  school.” 

The  bus  picks  up  children,  many  who 
have  never  been  inside  a  church,  and 
brings  them  to  Sunday  School,  and  often 
there  are  as  many  as  38  on  the  bus.  Mr. 
Wilson  notes,  and  this  newspaper  agrees, 
that  “This  is  evangelism  in  the  Church’s 
neighborhood.” 


The  accompanying  picture  shows  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Wilson  (white  shirt), 
driver  Allen  Bowen,  and  some  of  the 
children. 


The  Rev.  Walter 
Suffield,  of  Ab¬ 
ingdon,  England, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr. 

Merlin  W.  Merrill 
of  Ruston  have 
exchanged  pulpits 
for  the  past  six 
weeks,  but  their 
churches  have  the 
same  name!  While 
the  Reverend  Mr. 

Suffield  has  been 
preaching  at 
Trinity  U  M  . 

Merlin  Merrill  has 

Abingdon,  located  in  the  Veil  of  the  White  Horse  in  the  Thames  Valley,  is  about  55 
miles  from  London  and  equidistant  from  Oxford.  Rev  Suffield,  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
has  been  a  Methodist  minister  since  1941.  Mrs  Suffield,  who  is  with  him  in  Ruston,  is 
a  native  Londoner.  This  is  the  fourth  year  for  the  Suffields  at  the  Abingdon  church, 
and  next  to  the  last,  since  there  is  a  five-year  limit  in  England  for  serving  a  single 
church. 

The  Suffields  have  been  surprised  by  the  “ affluence ”  in  the  United  States  ana 
have  been  delighted  with  the  warm  reception  of  Trinity  church  members  and  the 
people  of  Ruston.  They  have  visited  various  areas  of  Louisiana,  including  New 
Orleans,  where  they  were  warmly  welcomed  by  Bishop  Crutchfield. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Suffield  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  photo  in  front  of 
Trinity  in  Ruston. 

( photograph ,  courtesy  of  THE  RUSTON  DAILY  LEADER.) 


Hartzell  United  Methodist  Women, 
New  Orleans,  celebrate  Women’s  Day 
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New  church  development  needs 
to  be  a  ‘full  time’  job  of  UMC 


Here  I  Stand 


As  in  the  old  shell  game  where  carnival 
goers  are  asked  to  “find  the  pea  under 
one  of  three  shells  and  win  a  prize,”  the 
present  controversy  over  church  exten¬ 
sion  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
leaves  more  confusion  than  solution  (see 
stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  question  is :  Where  is  church  exten¬ 
sion?  On  one  side  stand  officials  of  the 
National  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  saying,  “It’s 
under  all  three  shells.”  On  the  other  side 
stand  two  former  high-ranking  national 
church  extension  officials  saying, 
“Someone  has  stolen  the  pea.  It  isn’t 
under  any  of  the  shells." 

In  the  middle,  the  rest  of  us  wonder 
about  the  nature  of  the  game.  One  of  the 
few  things  we  can  be  absolutely  sure  of  is 
that  the  stakes  are  high. 

Although  criticisms  and  affirmations, 
which  run  rampant  through  the  contro¬ 
versy,  deal  with  a  broad  spectrum  of 
issues  which  fall  into  the  category  of 
“church  extension,”  the  core  issue  seems 
to  be  one  of  new  congregation  develop¬ 
ment.  That  is,  the  founding,  forming, 
developing  and  nurturing  of  new  congre¬ 
gations  of  United  Methodists. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  other  functions  of 
“church  extension,”  such  as  renewal  of 
existing  congregations  and  aiding  the 
expansion  of  growing  congregations,  are 
not  vitally  important.  It  is  only  to  say 
that  the  crux  of  the  controversy  presently 
at  hand  seems  to  rest  on  the  planting  of 
new  churches. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  basic 
need  for  new  congregation  development 
is  with  us.  The  need  is  not  uniform  across 
the  nation,  but  the  church’s  own  studies 
have  shown  that  certain  rapidly  growing 
areas  of  the  nation  are  in  need  of  new 
congregations  (see  TM/UMR,  Sept.  6, 
1974). 

There  also  can  be  little  doubt  that 
United  Methodists  have  not  always  done 
the  best  possible  job  of  dealing  with  new 
congregation  development.  This  was 
evident  in  the  mad  building  days  of  the 
50’s  and  early  60’s  when  some  local 
churches  became  so  building  obsessed 
that  their  mission  became  not  to  reach 
out  into  the  world,  but  to  pay  their  mort¬ 
gage  payment  each  month.  This  also  is 
evident  in  1975  when  a  10  million  member 
denomination  which  seems  to  have  a 
national  agency  in  charge  of  nearly 
every  other  conceivable  church-related 
matter,  has  no  office  and  not  even  one 
staff  member  dealing  full  time  with  new 
church  development. 

National  church  officials  explain  this 
lack  in  two  ways.  First  they  say  the 
recent  demand  for  the  services  of  such  an 
office  are  not  sufficient  to  warrant  its 
operation  and  maintenance.  Secondly, 
they  say  the  new  congregation  develop¬ 
ment  role  is  not  at  the  national,  but  at  the 
conference  and  district  levels. 

The  first  of  these  explanations  is  in 
many  ways  a  question  of  whether  the 
chicken  or  the  egg  came  first.  Is  there  no 
demand  because  there  is  no  need  or  is 
there  no  demand  because  in  the  past 
there  has  been  no  help? 

The  second  explanation  is  for  the  most 
part  true.  Does  it  mean,  however,  that 
because  the  major  responsibility  lies  in 
the  conference  and  districts  the  national 
agencies  of  the  church  have  no  role  to 
play? 

In  an  editorial  statement  last  Septem¬ 
ber,  TM/UMR  stressed  the  need  for  "a 
new  look  at  church  extension”  in  our 
denomination  and  recommended  that 
General  Conference  in  1976  create  a 
national  church  extension  agency  to 
work  with  conference  and  districts  in  the 
field  of  new  congregation  development. 

That  agency  would  (1.)  analyze  — with 
conferences  and  districts  —  the  needs  for 
new  church  development  across  the 
nation;  (2.)  administer  a  “church  exten¬ 
sion  fund"  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
new  church  sites;  and  (3.)  assist  in 
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financing  each  new  congregation’s  initial 
building. 

Eleven  months  later  and  in  a  time  in 
which  the  whole  idea  of  new  congregation 
development  appears  to  be  suffering 
even  more  fragmentation  and  confusion, 
TM/UMR  re-affirms  that  need. 

We  hope  officials  in  the  National 
Division  are  right  when  they  say  the 
“pea”  is  under  all  the  shells  in  United 
Methodist  church  extension  efforts.  If 
they  are  not,  they  should  be.  Church 
extension  must  never  again  become 
“only”  the  building  of  new  churches. 

At  the  same  time,  the  need  for  new 
churches  now  and  for  the  planning 
toward  new  churches  which  will  be 
needed  over  the  next  25  years  cannot  be 
neglected. 

Such  efforts  need  to  be  placed  on  a  “full 
time”  basis  at  the  national  level  of  our 
church.  New  congregation  development 
should  not  be  in  the  shell  game.  It  should 
not  be  even  an  issue.  It  is  basic.  Let  us  get 
on  with  it. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  church  can  and  must  open  its  heart 
to  problems,  needs  of  divorced  persons 


By  JAMES  L.  RAMSEY 

The  end  of  winter  was  coming,  but  the 
weather  was  still  cold  in  the  Midwest 
town  where  I  lived  when  I  experienced 
one  of  the  greatest  shocks  of  my  life.  My 
wife  of  twelve  years  announced  that  she 
had  to  be  released  from  our  marriage. 
She  said  that  it  was  nothing  I  had  done, 
and  that  I  was  a  great  husband,  but  she 
had  to  move  in  new  directions  as  a  single 
woman. 

My  immediate  reaction  was  in¬ 
tellectual  as  I  assessed  what  she  had 
said,  and  I  agreed  that  she  must  be  free 
to  go.  Then  the  impact  of  this  major 
change  in  my  life  hit  my  emotions  and  I 
went  into  a  tails  pin.  The  feelings  came 
fast  and  strong  like  a  machine  gun:  fear, 
anger,  pain,  confusion,  guilt  and  many, 
many  more.  I  began  to  question  God  and 
society  and  people  and  all  that  I  had  ever 
learned  about  life. 

This  was  just  the  beginning  of  many 
months  of  work  in  the  struggle  to  adjust 
to  life  as  a  single  person.  While  the 


process  is  mostly  completed  and  life  now 
has  new  meanings,  I  do  wonder  if  it  can 
ever  be  totally  healed. 

Survival  through  faith 

My  survival  came  through  a  faith 
which  kept  and  keeps  me  ever  hopeful 
that  God  will  lead  me  through  this  very 
difficult  time.  There  were  also  some 
beautiful  Christian  friends  whose  per¬ 
sonal  support  and  loving  care  pulled  me 
through  many  a  dark  valley.  The  new 
experience  of  loneliness  is  the  most 
difficult  problem  facing  a  person  who 
experiences  this  kind  of  break. 

Practically  everything  in  our  church 
and  culture  is  couple-oriented  and  tends 
to  emphasize  the  alienation  of  the 
divorced  person.  The  institutional 
church,  not  out  of  a  deliberate  or 
premeditated  plan,  is  very  insensitive  to 
the  problems  and  grief  that  a  divorced 
person  must  face.  It  is  hard  to  un¬ 
derstand  how  a  faith  which  is  a  personal 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ  has  been 


translated  into  an  institutional  existence 
which  is  predominately  couple-oriented. 
To  this  day  I  find  that  so  many  of  the 
experiences  which  are  meant  to  help  one 
grow  in  faith  leave  me  feeling  more  alone 
and  actually  slow  the  growth  of  my  faith. 

The  church  provides  a  structure  which 
allows  persons  who  suffer  the  loss  of  a 
loved  one  through  death  an  opportunity 
to  work  through  their  grief  in  acceptable 
ways.  The  divorced  person  does  not  have 
such  a  structure  to  work  through  the 
death  of  a  marriage  —  a  death  equal  to  a 
physical  death  in  every  way.  The  church 
and  community  often  inhibit  this  needed 
grief  process  by  reinforcing  feelings  of 
guilt  and  failure. 

What  is  overlooked  is,  as  in  my 
situation,  that  it  was  completely  beyond 
my  control  to  save  the  marriage.  All  my 
faith  and  good  intentions  could  not 
reverse  the  decision  which  was  made  by 
another  person.  Besides  being  beyond 
control,  a  second  area  which  is 
overlooked  is  that  a  great  number  of 


Communion  for  children  debate  goes  on 


To  the  Editor 

The  answer  of  Jesus  to  the  protest  of 
the  disciples  at  little  children  ap¬ 
proaching  Him  indicates  that  their 
welcome  at  the  communion  table  is 
hardly  debatable. 

Throughout  my  forty-three  years  as  a 
Methodist  minister,  I  have  always 
welcomed  the  children  at  communion.  In 
one  unforgettable  instance,  Karen,  a  pre¬ 
school  darling  girl,  said  after  the  service, 
“Thanks,  Mr.  Mayo,  for  the  lovely 
refreshments.”  Her  mother  was 
shocked,  but  I  put  her  at  ease  by  quoting 
Jesus  when  He  said,  “Do  this  in 
remembrance  of  me.”  Communion  is  to 
refresh  our  memories,  and  Karen,  in  her 
innocence,  is  nearer  the  Kingdom  of  God 
than  are  we  in  our  adult  penitence. 

I  also  emphasized  in  the  invitation  that 
the  communion  had  no  denominational 
label.  Anyone  loving  and  trusting  Christ, 
irrespective  of  any  church  membership, 
was  welcome.  A  husband  and  wife  were 
faithful  attendants  in  my  church.  She 


to  take  communion.  Now,  since  I  did  take 
it  beginning  at  an  early  age,  and  was 
taught  much  about  it  through  my 
parents,  church  and  Sunday  school,  I  get 
meaning  out  of  it.  Each  time  I  go  to  the 
altar,  I  find  it  more  exciting  and  more 
meaningful. 

Then  the  scripture  runs  slowly  and 
clearly  through  my  head:  “Take,  eat, 
this  is  my  body.”  Then,  “Drink  of  it  all  of 
you,  for  this  is  my  blood  of  the  covenant, 
which  is  poured  out  for  many  for  the 
forgiveness  of  sins.”  And  then  I  confess 
my  sins  and  pray  to  almighty  God  that  I 
may  be  forgiven.  Then  I  remember  the 
Bible  and  its  great  love  story:  “For  God 
so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son.  And  whosoever  believeth  in 
Him  shall  not  perish  but  have  eternal 
life.” 

Yes,  God  is  a  loving  and  forgiving  God, 
and  not  a  God  of  wrath.  Blessed  be  His 
children!  Amen. 

Shari  Flynn 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 


was  a  member;  he  was  not.  He  had  been 

a  special  target  in  every  evangelistic  Children  should  not 


effort  for  many  years. 

One  communion  Sunday  after  my 
emphasis  that  anyone  was  welcome,  he 
arose,  to  the  surprise  of  his  wife  and  the 
congregation,  and  came  to  communion. 
After  the  service  he  said",  “I  want  TO  be 
baptized  and  join  the  church  next  Sun¬ 
day.”  He  was,  and  did.  He  had  his  first 
communion  a  week  before  he  was  a 
church  member,  but  none  of  us  doubted 
that  he  hadn’t  been  in  the  Kingdom. 

We  do  need  rules  and  guides,  but  our 
ecclesiastical  protocol  may  sometimes 
hinder  rather  than  help  in  building  the 
Kingdom.  I  say,  let  the  children  come! 

George  E.  Mayo 
Benton,  Illinois 

Communion  is  important 

to  12  year  old 

To  the  Editor: 

Communion  is  something  that  can  be 
and  usually  is  debated.  As  I  think  hard 
and  open  my  mind  to  communion,  I 
realize  what  it  means  to  me.  It’s  not  just 
a  word  to  be  taken  advantage  of.  It 
means  a  lot  of  things  to  a  lot  of  people. 
One  of  those  people  is  me,  although  I  am 
only  12  years  old. 

I  have  a  friend  who  is  Catholic,  and 
when  we  get  to  a  point  that  we  begin 
talking  about  church,  she’ll  tell  me  of 
how  envious  she  gets  over  me  concerning 
communion.  At  first,  I  didn’t  understand. 
But  after  she  explained  the  Catholic’s 
way  of  taking  communion,  I  then  un¬ 
derstood.  I  think  I  am  very  lucky  to  be 
able  to  take  communion,  and  to  take  it  at 
my  early  age. 

I  had  to  learn  sometime  what  it  meant 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

4 Popeye  the  tough  narc 
Another  justified  killer? 


I  saw  a  movie  the  other  night  that 
raised  a  moral  question  I  thought  I  had 
answered.  On  second  thought,  I  realized  I 
had  not.  It’s  the  age-old  dilemma  of 
whether  the  end  justifies  the  means. 

The  movie  was  “French  Connection 
II"  starring  Gene  Hackman  as  Popeye 
Doyle,  the  tough  narcotics  agent  with  the 
New  York  police  department.  The  plot 
concerns  his  attempts  to  nail  the  illusive 
heroin  king  in  Marseilles,  France  who 
floods  the  U.S.  with  the  addictive  drug. 

Popeye  fights  fire  with  fire  and  uses 
illegal  and  morally  indefensible  means  to 
get  the  heroin  kingpin.  The  movie  con¬ 
cludes  with  an  exhaustive  chase  through 
the  city  streets  in  which  it  looks  as  though 
the  crook  will  escape.  Popeye  pulls  a  gun 
and  as  the  heroin  king  sails  past  a  dock  in 
his  luxury  cruiser,  Popeye  shoots  him 
down  in  cold  blood. 

The  movie  audience  cheered  —  you 
know,  justice  exacted,  good  guy 
triumphs  over  bad  guy.  I,  too,  felt  a  relief 
that  the  dirty  rat  finally  got  his  due. 

But  my  Christian  conscience  was 
disturbed  throughout  the  movie  by  the 
tactics  employed  by  this  officer  of  the 
law.  Popeye  murdered  him.  The  French¬ 
man  was  unarmed.  Popeye  gave  him 
no  warning;  he  just  shot  him  dead. 

Does  the  end  justify  the  means?  Must  a 
person  believe  that  such  actions  are  the 


Clyde  Chesnutt 
only  way  to  operate  in  a  world  like  this? 

If  we  say  “No,"  then  how  does  a  nation 
or  an  individual  deal  with  the  opposition 
who  will  stoop  to  any  trick  to  achieve 
their  goal? 

If  we  say  “Yes,  the  end  does  justify  the 
means,"  then  perhaps  we  should  let  the 
police  shoot  all  the  known  or  suspected 
Mafia  kings  and  rid  the  world  of  their  ilk. 
Why  not  allow  the  CIA.  the  FBI  and 
everyone  responsible  for  “national 
security”  wiretap,  open  mail,  jail  and 
run  rough-shod  over  the  civil  rights  of 
criminals,  conspirators,  “enemies”  — 
known  or  suspected?  That  mind-set 
produced  the  tragedy  of  Watergate  and  is 
at  the  core  of  the  present  controversy 
over  the  clandestine  activities  of  the  CIA. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  process  by 
which  we  gain  the  goals  we  desire  are  as 
important  as  the  goals  themselves.  A 
noble  goal  gained  by  ignoble  means 
usually  corrupts  the  achiever.  Jesus 
must  have  meant  something  like  that 
when  he  posed  the  question.  “What  does 
it  profit  a  man  to  gain  the  whole  world 
and  lose  his  soul?" 

Too  often  I  find  myself  justifying  a 
course  of  action  because  it’s  for  the 
•good"  of  the  church  or  my  family  or  me. 
The  movie  raised  the  point  for  me  of  how 
self-serving  that  line  of  reasoning  can  be. 

-CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
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be  allowed  communion 

To  the  Editor: 

I  must  “take  my  stand"  with  Floyd  L. 
Jennings  as  far  as  children  taking 
communion  is  concerned. 

I  must  cite  as  a  “for  instance”  to  ex¬ 
plain  my  feelings.  Many  years  ago  when 
I  was  a  very  young  woman  and  young  as 
well  in  the  work  of  the  church,  most  of  the 
people  with  whom  I  was  involved  were 
older  in  years  than  I  and  much  older  in 
church  affairs.  I  had  been  named  as 
communion  stewardess  with  a  woman 
older  than  my  mother,  and  a  life  long 
Methodist  and  staunch  worker  in  all 
facets  of  church  life. 

In  the  church  was  a  family  that  could 
be  called  “pillars”  of  the  church.  Both 
husband  and  wife  were  involved  in 
everything  concerning  the  church.  There 
were  three  young  sons,  brought  to 
Sunday  school  as  babes  in  arms,  seated 
in  church  as  soon  as  they  could  sit  up.  Of 
course,  they  took  communion  with  their 
parents  as  soon  as  they  could  toddle  to 
the  altar  rail.  The  first  communion  for 
which  I  was  equally  responsible  with  this 
other  woman  saw  me  in  the  church 
kitchen  after  church  to  wash  the  in¬ 
dividual  glasses  for  grape  juice  and  put 
away  the  communion  service  to  my 
horror,  these  little  boys  I  mentioned 
previously  came  roaring  into  the  kitchen 
and  gulped  down  every  glass  of  unused 
grape  juice  like  so  many  savages. 

Their  parents  looked  on  tolerantly,  my 
co-communion  stewardess  looked  on 
tolerantly.  I  was  completely  disgusted, 
but  because  I  was  so  young,  so  inex¬ 
perienced,  and  timid,  too,  I  was  afraid  to 


protest.  After  all,  who  was  I  a  newcomer, 
to  criticize?  It  was  obvious  that  the 
communion  elements  were  only  an  added 
“treat”  to  them  —  no  spiritual 
significance  at  all.  And  where  Spurgeon 
Dunnam’s  daughter  might  have  a  wise 
and  perspicuous  father  to  lead  her,  I 
would  be  willing  to  wager  that  most 
children  have  no  more  conception  of 
what  communion  means  than  these 
children  did  and  their  parents  were 
supposedly  deep  into  the  Christian  life. 

I  have  seen  so  many  youngsters  take 
communion  and  I  firmly  believe  the 
greater  number  hadn’t  the  foggiest  idea 
of  what  it  meant.  I  believe  that,  along 
with  the  liturgical  churches,  there  should 
be  some  instruction  to  children  before 
they  have  their  first  communion,  and 
that  it  should  not  be  before  age  12. 

By  exposing  them  to  the  reason  for 
communion  and  making  their  first 
communion  an  occasion  of  importance, 
they  are  more  apt  to  approach  it  in  a 
reverent  way. 

Kathleen  Campbell 
Glendale,  California 

UMC  disgusts  youth 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  sixteen  years  old  and  disgusted 
with  a  recent  development  within  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Yesterday,  I 
discovered  the  UMC  had  become  a 
member  of  the  National  Coalition  to  Ban 
Handguns.  The  goal  of  this  organization 
is  quite  obvious.  Realizing  the  UMC  has 
swung  to  the  far  left,  I  really  wasn’t 
surprised. 

Our  founding  fathers,  once  subjected  to 
religious  and  social  persecution,  formed 
a  constitution  in  hope  of  saving  us  from 
the  agony  they  had  suffered.  Every  word, 
article,  and  amendment  gives  us  our 
freedom.  The  second  of  these  amend¬ 
ments  clearly  states  “A  well  regulated 
Militia,  being  necessary  to  the  security  of 
a  free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to 
keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  in¬ 
fringed.” 

Obviously,  certain  liberal  members 
and  leaders  in  the  UMC  have  taken  for 
granted  that  the  second  amendment 
shares  the  Bill  of  Rights  with  the  first 
amendment  which  gives  us  our  freedom 
of  religion.  If  one  amendment  can  be 
violated,  all  can.  It  is  that  simple. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  cop¬ 
ping  out  by  “turning  the  cheek”  on 
criminals  and  slapping  the  cheek  of  the 
innocent.  Let’s  emphasize  self-control, 
not  gun  control.  After  all,  there  could  be  a 
National  Coalition  to  Ban  Bibles. 

Joey  Gillespie 
Joel  ton.  Tennessee 

Vote  cast  in  favor 
of  signed  editorials 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  cast  one  vote  in  favor  of 
signed  editorials  (TM/  UMR,  July  25th 
issue). 

I  have  always  found  it  frustrating  to 
read  an  article  that  either  I  like  or 
disagree  with  and  then  not  be  able  to 
know  who  the  author  of  the  article  was.  I 
think  there  is  also  a  sense  in  which  an 
article  carries  more  authority  when  it  is 
signed. 

If  I  know  the  author  and  know  that  he  is 
a  person  who  has  spent  time  working  in 
an  area  about  which  he  is  making  a 
judgment.  I  am  much  more  likely  to  see 
some  authority  within  his  evaluation. 

5io  ...  I  too  would  appreciate 
TM/  UMR  following  the  practice  of 
having  the  editorial  signed. 

Paul  E.  Rundel 
Harrisonville.  Missouri 


‘ Sisterhood ’  could  be 

added  to  ‘ brotherhood ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  don’t  know  if  this  will  help  Ford 
Warnes  (TM/  UMR,  July  4),  and  others 
who  may  be  concerned  about  the  usage  of 
“personhood”  instead  of  “brotherhood” 
but  let  me  simply  report  the  following 
event:  Two  women,  leading  a  discussion 
on  women  and  the  church,  were  speaking 
about  “sexist”  language.  One  man  in  a 
very  low-keyed  manner  spoke  "of 
“brotherhood"  as  having  implications 
transcending  male-female  language.  As 
he  was  making  his  statement  another 
man  called  out,  “Say  ‘sisterhood’.”  The 
speaker  paused,  hesitated,  and  then  said, 
“I  see  what  you  mean,”  and  sat  down. 

O.K.,  if  “personhood”  isn’t  it,  how 
about  the  men  speaking  about 
“sisterhood"  and  the  women  about 
“brotherhood”?  That  way  we’d  honor 
each  other  as  persons,  sisters  and 
brothers  in  the  human  family. 

Bob  Kesler 

Long  Beach,  California 

‘ Why  are  you  so 

against  evangelism ?’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Why,  o  why,  are  you  so  against 
evangelism?  Why,  o  why,  is  your  only 
concern  for  social  changes?  Housing, 
food,  clothing  and  education  are  essential 
—  but  much  more  necessary  is  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  inner  man  or 
woman! 

When,  o  when,  will  we  ever  learn  that 
we  cannot  improve  a  person’s  living 
standards  —  that  we  cannot  permanently 
improve  his  housing  until  the  inner 
person  is  changed?  Change  a  heart  and 
other  priorities  will  fall  into  place. 

To  teach  the  world  about  Jesus  and  His 
saving  grace  should  be  the  first  and  fore¬ 
most  duty  of  our  Global  Ministries.  Why, 
o  why,  not  listen  to  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council.  They  may  have  some¬ 
thing  to  say  that  needs  to  be  heard. 

Marty  Harper 
Robs  town,  Texas 
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James  Ramsey 
people  who  experience  divorce  are 
Christians  and  long  to  stay  in  their  faith 
and  their  church. 

God’s  love  needed 

I  am  positive,  based  on  my  own  ex¬ 
perience  and  others  that  I  know,  it  is  our 
extreme  need  for  God’s  love  and  not  the 
Christian  community  that  keeps  most 
divorced  people  in  the  church.  When  one 
is  in  the  pits  of  loneliness,  God  is  the  only 
place  left  to  turn.  We  need  God’s  love,  but 
even  more,  we  need  it  expressed  through 
the  embrace  of  other  human  beings 
whose  faith  allows  them  to  hold  us  and 
hear  our  pain.  There  are  small  pockets  of 
people  in  the  church  who  are  becoming 
sensitive,  and  I  thank  God  I  know  some  of 
them.  We  must,  however,  move  to  a  new 
level  of  awareness  in  our  Christian 
community  in  order  to  minister  to  the 
people  of  God  who  happen  to  be  divorced. 

Surveying  the  denominational 
literature  and  talking  with  persons  in 
leadership  positions  within  different 
churches,  I  sense  the  beginnings  of 
awareness.  We  may  be  approaching  the 
time  when  we  can  all  grow  a  little  more 
in  our  faith.  There  are  thousands  of 
Christians  who  are  divorced  and  lonely 
and  need  the  church. 

For  the  past  four  years  I  have  been 
conducting  a  group  experience  for 
divorced  people  called,  “Who  Am  I  Now 
That  I  Am  Alone?"  This  is  an  attempt  to 
help  the  church  minister  to  the  divorced 
person.  These  groups  provide  individuals 
an  opportunity  to  begin  to  work  through 
the  grief  and  gain  new  direction  in  their 
lives  as  they  experience  the  power  of  the 
Christian  community.  The  people  in 
these  groups  have  come  from  all 
denominations,  but  their  response  is  the 
same:  “At  last  the  church  is  concerned 
about  our  needs."  These  are  people,  like 
myself,  who  are  committed  to  the 
Christian  faith. 

Divorce  brings  withdrawal 

I  know  that  part  of  the  problem  which 
holds  back  the  church  from  ministering 
to  the  divorced  is  that  the  divorced 
person  tends  to  withdraw  from  life.  The 
church  —  that  is  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  —  also  has  been  part  of  the 
problem  in  that  it  has  withdrawn  from 
the  divorced  person.  There  is  a  real  need 
to  be  in  mission  to  those  who  are  ex¬ 
periencing  this  temporary  setback  in 
their  lives.  I  believe  that  all  we  need  to  do 
is  call  the  faithful  to  the  task  and  they 
will  respond. 

The  Christian  community  must  in  the 
future  find  new  ways  to  minister  to  the 
divorced,  and  to  help  integrate  them 
back  into  the  community  of  the  faithful. 
The  divorced  are  not  the  only  ones  who 
experience  loneliness,  but  I  contend  that 
the  magnitude  is  greater  for  them  than 
most  groupings  in  our  society. 

This  loneliness  can  only  be  overcome 
by  experiencing  community  within  the 
church.  There  are  many  divorced  people 
and  they  take  all  manner  of  paths  to 
alleviate  the  pain.  There  are  the  singles 
apartments,  wild  parties,  indiscriminate 
sex,  alcohol,  drugs  and  the  list  goes  on 
and  on.  These  only  put  off  reality  and 
deaden  the  personality.  The  Christian 
community  can  provide  the  ultimate 
answer  to  the  problem  of  loneliness  for 
the  divorced  person. 

The  church  can  and  must  begin  to 
present  the  faith  as  it  is  meant  to  be :  an 
individual  relationship  to  God  through 
Jesus  Christ.  The  church  must  begin  to 
sensitize  itself,  from  clergy  to  layperson, 
to  the  special  problems  faced  by  those 
who  suddenly  find  themselves  alone.  The 
community  of  the  faithful  is  the  answer 
which  will  lead  those  who  are  alone  back 
to  new  growth  in  their  lives  and  their 
faith.  Such  awareness  will  also  help  the 
people  of  the  church  relate  and  practice 
their  faith  in  a  vital  way.  If  we  can  all 
begin  to  work  together  and  grow  together 
we  will  be  helping  bring  in  the  love  of  God 
to  those  in  need. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
James  L.  Ramsey,  is  associate  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Whittier. 
California,  in  the  Southern  California- 
Arizona  Conference. 


Central  Methodist 
College 

THE  LITTLE  GIANT 
"Small  in  size  —  Large  in  opportunity’ 


•  Liberal  Arts  with  Career 
Orientation 

•  Fully  Accredited.  Co¬ 
educational 

•  4-1-4  Curriculum 

•  Credit  by  Examination 

•  Innovative  Interim  Terms 

•  Good  Financial  Assistance 
Program 


For  Information  and  Application,  Write:  Mr. 
Tony  Boes,  Director  of  Admissions,  Central 
Methodist  College,  Fayette,  Missouri  65248, 
Phone:  816-248-2452. 
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What  is  the  status  of  U.M.  church  extension? 

‘We  can't  go  on  like  this— It's  a  sick 
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joke ,  ’  claim  two  former  officials 


Shovels  of  another  era---Is  the  UMC  still  interested  in  ‘ ground  breaking' 

Criticisms  unfounded;  it's  ‘ alive  and 
well, '  say  National  Division  officials 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  Church  extension  is 
“alive  and  well”  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  according  to  the  top  executive  of 
the  agency  which  is  responsible  for 
carrying  it  out  at  the  national  level. 

“Those  who  claim  church  extension  is 
not  as  emphasized  as  it  once  was  are  just 
not  looking  at  the  whole  picture,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent, 
associate  general  secretary  for  the 
denomination’s  National  Division,  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Dr.  Nugent  and  Dr.  George  F. 
Williams,  assistant  general  secretary  of 
the  program  unit  for  Congregational 
Development  (who  has  direct  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  extension  program),  say 
that  the  only  difference  between  the 
extension  programs  today  and  those  of 
the  past  is  that  national  extension  efforts 
are  to  a  greater  degree  being  handled  in 

Executives  worried 


support  of  conference  and  district  work. 

“New  congregation  development, 
specifically,  is  a  function  of  the  districts 
and  the  conferences,”  Dr.  Williams  said. 
“We  are  not  assigned  to  go  out  and  start 
new  churches,  but  we  stand  ready  to  help 
the  districts  and  the  conferences  with 
that  task.” 

He  said  many  of  the  charges  made  in 
recent  months  that  the  National  Division 
is  “giving  the  ax"  to  church  extension 
has  grown  out  of  a  narrow  view  of  what 
the  role  of  church  extension  is.  He  points 
out  that  church  extension  “in  1975”  is  not 
only  the  aiding  of  those  segments  of  the 
church  which  are  launching  new 
congregations,  but  deals  with  a  wide 
variety  of  other  tasks.  Some  of  those 
tasks  he  says  are  the  following: 

(1)  Renovation  of  existing  structures. 
Dr.  Williams  says  a  problem  of  equal  or 
greater  magnitude  than  starting  new 


Church  colleges  said  to 
be  in  critical  condition 


LAKELAND,  Fla.  (UMC)  —  Hearing 
the  warning  that  if  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  lose  its  colleges,  “it  would 
no  longer  be  a  church  but  become  a 
sect,”  officials  concerned  with 
strengthening  the  denomination’s 
colleges  met  here  in  late  July. 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  was  one  among 
several  leaders  who  issued  the  warning. 

Stressing  that  most  church  colleges  are 
in  a  time  of  crisis,  it  was  pointed  out  that 
of  the  101  United  Methodist-related 
colleges  —  three  plan  to  close  or  become 
state  schools,  three  others  are  con¬ 
sidering  similar  action,  and  eight  or  ten 
others  are  in  difficulty. 

Meeting  on  the  Florida  Southern 
College  campus,  the  35  college  presidents 
from  22  states  comprised  a  selected 
group  from  the  National  Association  of 
Schools  and  Colleges  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  confer  with  staff 
members  of  the  church’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  Nashville, 
Tenu 

Major  attention  focused  on  two  con¬ 
cerns:  erosion  of  church  support,  and 
increasing  competition  of  state  in¬ 
stitutions  for  students  and  public  funds. 

“We  are  here  because  we  need  to  do 
some  planning  in  order  to  determine 
where  we  are  going  and  to  have  a  specific 
voice,”  said  Dr.  Harold  H.  Hutson  of 
Lycoming  College,  Williamsport,  Pa., 
and  also  president  of  the  National 
Association. 

Dr.  Hutson  said  the  association’s 
executive  committee  will  present  a 
“master  plan”  at  the  October  29-31 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  ministry,  stating  objectives  of 
the  organization  and  calling  for  the 
board’s  help  in  increasing  support  of  its 
related  schools  and  colleges. 

A  proposed  “Holding  Corporation,"  if 
approved,  is  designed  to  help  U.M. 
colleges  in  financial  distress,  the 
presidents  were  told  by  Dr.  Fred  E. 
Harris,  associate  general  secretary  of 


Division  of  Higher 


the  board’s 
Education. 

Rather  than  close  its  doors,  a  college 
could  request  the  Holding  Corporation  to 
assume  control  and  refinance  it,  he  said. 
The  Corporation,  which  would  be  em¬ 
powered  to  borrow  money,  would  be  a 
subsidiary  of  the  board,  but  with 
separate  directors  and  financing. 

On  the  issue  of  state  and  federal  aid  for 
church  colleges,  the  presidents  were 
jolted  by  the  provocative,  hard-hitting 
remarks  of  a  guest  speaker,  Dr.  Sam 
Ingram,  Tennessee  State  Commissioner 
of  Educatioa 

“There  is  a  case  against  providing 
public  funding  for  private  colleges  and, 
as  a  presidential  candidate  once  ob¬ 
served,  ‘in  your  hearts  you  know  it’s 
right,’  ”  he  said 

Typical  of  the  response  was  that  of 
Drew  University’s  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  III, 
chairman  of  the  new  National  Com¬ 
mission  on  United  Methodist  Higher 
Education:  “Dr.  Ingram’s  argument  is 
irresponsible,  and  the  time  has  come  for 
the  independent  sector  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  to  take  off  its  gloves  and  speak 
pointedly  to  the  public  sector  while  we 
still  have  considerable  clout.” 

The  presidents  expressed  approval  of  a 
14-page  brief  which  will  enable  them  to 
present  a  united  front  in  seeking  federal 
aid. 

Prepared  by  Dr.  Harris  and  Wendell 
Hulcher  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  board’s 
consultant,  the  document  outl.nes  in  con¬ 
cise  terms  the  history,  philosophy,  en¬ 
rollment  and  financial  status  of  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  universities. 

Acknowledging  that  some  in  the 
denomination  are  calling  for  the  church 
to  get  out  of  higher  education,  Florida 
Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid  said,  “We  must 
alert  the  church  and  make  our  members 
fully  aware  that  we  are  in  the  business  of 
higher  education  to  stay.” 


Biscayne  Retirement  Home 

Dedicated  to  serving  the  whole  person  with  love  and  dignity. 

25-year-old  church-sponsored  home  convenient  to  expressways,  airport  and  downtown.  Complete  life 
enrichment  program.  No  admission  fee.  Monthly  rates  Include  three  meals  daily,  telephone,  air  con¬ 
ditioning,  maid  service,  linens  and  many  other  services.  Accommodations  now  available,  due  to 
renovation  of  newly  acquired  building. 

For  literature,  complete  and  mail  coupon  below  or  telephone  (305  )  573-5058. 


congregations  is  the  aid  the  extension 
office  gives  churches  already  in 
existence  to  help  them  plan  the  facility 
changes  needed  to  provide  more 
adequate  ministry. 

(2)  Utilizatioa  He  says  the  church 
extension  office  continues  to  work  with 
local  congregations  on  methods  to  utilize 
space  already  available. 

(3)  Congregational  development  for 
minority  groups.  Dr.  Williams  says  the 
office  is  involved  directly  in  efforts  to  aid 
minority  churches  which  are  “struggling 
for  existence”  He  said  this  includes 
planning  and  development  both  of 
physical  facilities  and  congregational 
vitality. 

One  area  where  National  Division 
officials  admit  some  insufficiencies  is 
that  of  providing  resource  materials  for 
local  pastors  and  laypersons  involved  in 
starting  new  congregations.  They  say, 
however,  that  this  problem  is  being 
corrected.  According  to  Dr.  Williams,  a 
staff  member  is  now  completing  a  book 
on  the  procedures  of  new  congregation 
development  and  seminars  are  being 
offered  twice  a  year  for  persons  involved 
in  such  projects. 

Dr.  Nugent  says  it  is  true  that  church 
extension  has  suffered  some  budget  cuts 
and  staff  reductions  in  recent  years,  but 
he  says  the  cuts  have  been  division-wide. 
“We  have  been  in  a  financial  pinch,”  he 
says.  “Church  extension  has  suffered  no 
more  than  other  offices.” 

Dr.  Kenneth  Hulit,  Canton,  Ohio,  a 
member  of  the  National  Division’s  Board 
of  Directors,  says  that  the  criticisms 
being  made  about  the  alleged  de¬ 
emphasis  in  local  church  development 
are  senseless.  He  points  out  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  talking  about  “church 
extension”  and  in  talking  about  “new 
church  development” 

“In  a  strict  sense,  the  National 
Division  has  not  been  involved  in  new 
church  development  for  a  number  of 
years,”  Dr.  Hulit  says.  “That  office 
closed  down  a  number  of  years  ago  after 
General  Conference  dropped  the  man¬ 
date  under  which  it  operated.” 

Dr.  Hulit  says  “times  have  changed” 
and  “church  development  in  the  mold  of 
the  1950’s  is  gone.” 

“A  valid  question  might  be  whether  or 
not  we  should  get  back  into  planting  new 
congregations,”  he  said.  “That’s  a 
question  General  Conference  needs  to 
ask.  The  National  Division  doesn’t  have 
the  authority  to  answer  it.” 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell,  Portland  Area, 
president  of  the  National  Division  board 
of  directors,  said  he  feels  church  ex¬ 
tension  is  a  “very  vital  priority  of  the 
National  Division,"  both  in  policy  and  in 
fact 

“We  are  as  committed  now  as  we  ever 
have  been,”  Bishop  Tuell  said. 
“Although  it  may  vary  from  area  to  area, 
we  are  in  a  period  of  history  when  the 
need  for  new  congregation  development 
in  the  United  States  is  on  the  decline.  We 
are  working  in  a  different  context  of 
history  than  we  were  in  the  ’50’ s.  I  think 
the  National  Division  has  done  a  good  job 
in  molding  its  ministry  to  those  times.” 

“Church  extension  is  not  a  matter  of 
just  building  buildings,”  Dr.  Nugent  said. 
“It  is  a  total  response  to  the  demands  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Sometimes  it 
might  mean  we  need  to  put  up  a  new 
church.  Often  it  means  we  need  to  find 
better  ways  to  use  the  churches  we  have 
and  breathe  new  life  into  existing 
congregations.” 

“The  staff  of  the  National  Division  is 
wholeheartedly  engaged  in  carrying  out 
a  church  extension  program  under  the 
guidelines  passed  down  from  its  board 
and  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  We 
are  willing  to  go  out  and  start 
congregations  all  across  the  country,  if 
we  are  told  to  do  so.  Up  until  now  that  has 
been  the  duty  of  the  districts  and  the 
conferences.” 

Both  Dr.  Nugent  and  Dr.  Williams 
opposed  the  idea  of  taking  the  church 
extension  function  out  of  the  National 
Divisioa  “A  move  such  as  that  would 
fragment  our  ministry  in  a  way  that 
would  be  beneficial  to  no  one,”  Dr. 
Nugent  said. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
Church  extension  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  “sick  joke”,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  former  director  of  a  fund 
established  to  loan  money  for  new  church 
buildings  across  the  nation. 

The  Rev.  R  Paul  Smith,  who  resigned 
June  15  after  nearly  ten  years  as  director 
of  the  United  Methodist  Development 
Fund  (UMDF),  has  told  TM/  UMR  that 
“church  extension  has  suffered  such  a 
de-emphasis  in  recent  years  that  it 
stands  ready  to  collapse  as  a  function  of 
our  denomination.” 

Supporting  Mr.  Smith’s  assertions  is 
the  Rev.  W.  Darwin  Andrus,  former  field 
representative  in  the  church  extension' 
office  of  the  denomination’s  National 
Division,  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Mr. 
Andrus  likewise  resigned  June  15  after 
ten  years  on  the  National  Division  staff. 
Both  men  have  stated  that  a  major 
reason  for  their  resignations  was  “total 
frustration”  with  watching  “the  National 
Division  allow  church  extension  to  go 
down  the  dram.” 

(Church  extension  is  an  office  within 
the  National  Division’s  Congregational 
Development  Program  Unit  which  deals 
with  the  processing  of  grant  and  loan 
requests  for  new  United  Methodist 
churches  and  for  additions  to  existing 
church  buildings  in  the  United  States. 
The  UMDF,  which  is  not  directly  related 
administratively  to  the  extension  office 
or  the  National  Division,  is  a  fund  which 
solicits  private  investments  and  then 
loans  invested  money  to  churches  for 
building  projects.  Its  board  of  directors  is 
appointed  by  the  National  Division.  The 
UMDF  is  a  major  source  of  the  loan 
money  for  which  the  church  extension 
office  accepts  applications.) 

Both  men  claim  that  the  National 
Division,  through  both  policy  action  and 
administrative  choice,  has  hobbled 
church  extension  efforts  through  budget 
cuts,  staff  reductions  and  “general  non¬ 
support”  They  say  the  “conscious  de¬ 
emphasis”  began  nearly  ten  years  ago 
and  has  progressed  to  the  point  where  the 
church  extension  office  is  “a  total  farce.” 

Both  also  place  much  of  the  blame  for 
the  decline  in  United  Methodist  Church 
membership  over  the  past  decade  on 
“the  lack  of  emphasis  in  church  ex¬ 
tension.” 

“Neglect  of  the  church  extension 
function  should  be  an  obvious  reason  for 
much  of  this  decline,”  Mr.  Smith  said. 
“For  eight  or  ten  years  we  have  been  so 
pre-occupied  with  novelty,  ex¬ 
perimentation  and  issues  that  wd  have  to 
a  large  degree  just  quit  starting  or 
supporting  new  congregations  at  all. 
Church  extension  is  not  an  issue  to  be 
discussed.  It’s  a  job  to  be  done.” 

Mr.  Andrus  traces  the  “decline”  of 
church  extension  to  a  number  of  factors 
“which  have  worked  together  perfectly 
to  de-emphasize  our  outreach.”  They 
are: 

(1. )  “We  have  become  issue  oriented.” 
He  says  church  extension  is  tied  very 
closely  to  evangelism  and,  like 
evangelism,  has  been  “almost  totally 
overshadowed  in  recent  years  by  the 
church’s  emphasis  on  sociological 
issues.”  He  claims  that  the  National 
Division  is  willing  to  spend  large  sums  of 
money  studying  sociological  issues,  but 
“closes  the  purse”  on  evangelism. 

(2.)  “Church  extension  has  un¬ 
justifiably  been  linked  with  the  building 


of  cathedrals.”  He  claims  that  the 
building  excesses  of  a  few  congregations 
have  been  used  as  proof  that  the  whole 
idea  of  church  extension  is  an  excess.  Mr. 
Andrus  says  one  valuable  job  of  church 
extension  is  to  offer  the  kind  of  advice  to 
local  congregations  that  will  help  them 
avoid  “cathedrals  that  prohibit 
program.” 

(3.)  “Truths  about  specific  regions  of 
the  country  have  been  used  to  deny  the 
need  for  church  extension.”  He  claims 
that  the  National  Division  staff  (which  he 
says  is  “top  heavy”  with  persons  whose 
experience  is  limited  to  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  nation)  has  consistently  made 
decisions  about  the  whole  church  “as  if 
what  is  good  for  New  York  is  good  for  the 
natioa”  He  said  that  because  the 
problem  in  the  northeast  is  one  of 
utilizing  the  “cathedrals  of  a  century 
ago”  rather  than  building  new  buildings, 
the  assumption  is  made  that  new 
buildings  are  not  needed  anywhere.  “Ask 
the  people  in  Florida  and  the  people  in 
Arizona  and  the  people  in  Texas  about 
that  one,”  Mr.  Andrus  said.  “They  have 
needs  for  new  congregations  and  new 
buildings.” 

“What  we  are  dealing  with  ii>  the 
National  Division  is  a  mind-set  which 
cannot  live  along  side  a  vital  church 
extension  program,”  Mr.  Andrus  said. 
“They  give  lip  service  to  church  ex¬ 
tension  and  say  it  is  a  priority.  They 
claim  there  has  been  no  de-emphasis  in 
church  extension  and  that  it  has  only 
been  made  the  responsibility  of  the  entire 
staff  rather  than  having  it  concentrated 
in  one  office.  Yet,  we  all  know  what  it 
means  when  someone  says  ‘everyone’  is 
in  charge  of  something  —  it  means  no  one 
is  in  charga” 

Mr.  Smith  says  the  “easiest  way  to  see 
the  decline  in  black  and  white”  is  to  look 
at  department  records  of  financial 
support  and  staff  siza  He  says  that  ap¬ 
propriations  for  church  extension  in  the 


EDITORS  NOTE:  Church  ex-  £ 
tension  —  efforts  of  the  church  to  •• 
plant  new  congregations,  cultivate  *• 
dying  ones  and  aid  growing  ones  —  •: 
has  in  recent  months  become  a  :• 
hotly  debated  issue  in  the  United  £ 
Methodist  Church.  What  is  the  > 
church  doing?  What  isn’t  it  doing?  £ 
What  has  it  done  wrong  in  the  past?  >* 
;•  How  can  it  do  better  in  the  future?  $ 
v  Persons  both  outside  and  inside  our 
denomination’s  church  extension  £ 
£  efforts  have  varied  —  and  X 
sometimes  sharply  opposing  —  £ 
£  answers  to  those  questions.  $ 

:j:  Three  stories  on  this  page  by  Bud  £ 

Herron,  TM/UMR  senior  staff  :• 
:•  writer,  deal  with  those  questions,  £ 
£  both  from  the  point  of  view  of  two  *: 
>  former  church  extension  officials  £ 
:•  who  say  “church  extension  has  £ 
:£  become  a  sick  joke,"  and  present  X 
£  church  extension  officials  who  £ 
:£  claim  things  "have  never  been  £ 
£  better.’’  £ 

National  Division  budget  have  declined 
nearly  60  per  cent  since  1967.  He  also 
points  out  that  the  staff  has  been  reduced 
in  the  same  time  span  from  seven  to  four 
—  with  each  of  the  four  remaining  now 
having  additional  responsibilities  for  the 
division  at  large 

“We  can’t  go  on  like  this,”  Mr.  Smith 
said  “I  see  no  way  of  changing  the 
National  Division  mind-set  The  only 
thing  we  can  do  is  try  to  get  General 
Conference  to  take  church  extension 
functions  away  from  the  National 
Division  and  let  it  become  an  agency  in 
itself.” 

Mr.  Andrus  supports  this  idea.  “I  see 
no  future  for  church  extension  or  new 
church  development  in  the  National 
Division,”  he  said  “If  we  don’t  get  it  out 
of  there  we  are  going  to  lose  it 
altogether." 


Pastor  starting  new  church 
doesn’t  find  any  answers 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
ARLINGTON,  Tx.— How  does  a 
minister  go  about  starting  a  new  church? 

When  the  Rev.  Richard  L.  Sechrist 
accepted  his  first  appointment  as  a 
"senior  pastor”  here  in  June,  he  had  to 
quickly  come  to  grips  with  that  question. 

First  of  all,  there  was  no  building  — 
only  a  vacant  lot  Second  of  all,  there  was 
no  congregation  —  only  10,000  residents 
of  the  area  whose  nearest  church  was  two 
and  a  half  miles  away, 
c  His  assignment  was  to  organize  a 
congregation,  begin  services  and 
eventually  build  a  church  building.  The 
lot  where  his  church  would  .stand  was 
purchased  earlier  by  the  Central  Texas 
Conference  behind  a  prediction  that  the 
area  —  experiencing  one  of  the  most 
rapid  population  spurts  in  the  nation  — 
would  grow  to  include  more  than  100,000 
inhabitants  by  1985. 

Mr.  Sechrist  found  his  new  assignment 
both  exciting  and  frightening  as  he  stood 
looking  at  the  vacant  lot  and  the  task 
before  him.  He  had  the  necessary  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  he  had  the  commitment, 
but  he  didn’t  have  the  “know-how.” 


Family  hosts  Irish  lad 


By  KAREN  GAIL  JOSTAD 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

MOUNDS  VIEW, 

Minn.  —  It’s  no 
blarney,  says  a 
United  Methodist 
family  here,  that 
a  brown-eyed 
Irish  lad  has  been 
their  good  fortune 
this  summer. 

Michael  Samuel 
Crawford  of  Bel-  ~ 

fast  may  not  have  Michael  Crawford 
brought  “the  pot  of  gold  at  the  end  of  the 
rainbow”  when  he  came  in  June  to  visit 
the  Melvin  Sindersons.  But  he  brought  a 
ten-year-old’s  enthusiasm  and  a  wisdom 
beyond  his  years,  his  host  family 
believes. 

"All  I  know  is  too  many  people  gettin’ 
shot  there.”  Michael  said  when  we  asked 
him  recently  to  compare  North  Ireland 
and  the  United  States.  “People  need  to 
love  one  another  instead  of  fightin’.” 

Michael  is  here  because  the  Sindersons 
read  a  news  story  last  summer  about  a 
Hibbing  (Minn.)  Rotarian  group  which 
sponsored  Irish  children  for  visits  to  the 
United  States.  To  raise  air-fare  to 
sponsor  an  Irish  child  themselves  this 
year.  Melvin  and  Shirley  Sinderson 
recruited  support  from  members  of  their 
church.  Sunrise  UMC,  St.  Timothy’s 
Catholic  Church  and  a  number  of  in¬ 
dividuals. 

And  in  Belfast,  where  any  ecumenical 
effort  makes  news,  both  Catholic  and 
Protestant  families  joined  together  at  a 
departure  party  for  a  number  of  children 
who  are  visiting  the  United  States  this 
summer.  The  project  originated  in 
Ireland  with  Mrs.  Sara  Hughes,  a 
member  of  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

Michael  goes  to  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Belfast  but  doesn’t  consider  himself  a 
Christian.  He  told  us  he  "wouldn’t  mind 
being  one,  though,”  and  said  if  he  were 
one,  he’d  read  the  Bible  every  day. 

For  a  non-Christian,  he  has  no  trouble 


defining  Christianity: 

“A  Christian  family  doesn’t  care  what 
religion  you  are.  They  like  you  anyway." 

His  Christian  host  family  definitely 
likes  him.  “It’s  a  nice  feeling  to  see 
Michael  release  himself,”  Melvin  Sin¬ 
derson  said.  “If  we  could  give  him  one 
gift  before  he  goes  back  to  Ireland,  it 
would  be  a  gift  in  living:  the  freedom  to 
be  a  child.” 

Meanwhile,  according  to  Shirley, 
Michael  and  her  own  children  are 
sharing  many  gifts.  They  have  a  “mutual 
curiosity”  and  a  potpourri  of  interests 
ranging  from  nine-year-old  Melanie’s 
mathematics  to  11-year-old  Mark’s 
baseball  to  Michael’s  soccer  and 
everybody’s  fishing. 

Michael  has  also  rekindled  some 
memories  for  the  Sindersons,  who  spent 
four  years  in  Scotland  and  visited  Ireland 
during  a  Navy  stint.  “We  were  welcomed 
there  with  open  arms,"  they  say.  Now 
they’re  enjoying  repaying  the  favor. 


For  help,  he  turned  to  the  national 
church.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  church 
extension  office  of  the  National  Division 
for  advice  He  said  he  needed  anything 
and  everything  the  church  has  at  its 
disposal  on  the  general  subject  of  how  to 
launch  a  new  congregation. 

A  few  days  later  he  received  a  reply. 
The  letter  told  of  a  book  that  a  staff 
member  was  writing  on  the  subject  and 
suggested  that  he  attend  a  workshop  — 
scheduled  several  months  away.  As  for 
written  resources  or  immediate  help  of 
any  sort,  the  letter  said  the  only  thing 
available  was  a  “sample  survey  card” 
drawn  up  in  1969. 

Shocked,  Mr.  Sechrist  wrote  another 
letter.  “Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  the 
total  resources  available  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  assist  those  starting 
new  congregations  is  one  sample  survey 
card  drawn  up  in  1969?”  he  asked. 

“We’re  sorry,”  came  the  reply. 
“That’s  it”  He  was  told  there  oc¬ 
casionally  are  seminars  held  on  the 
subject,  but  that  since  the  New  Church 
Development  Office  was  shut  down  when 
its  director  resigned  two  years  ago,  there 
is  no  office  in  the  church  handling  such 
matters. 

Today,  Mr.  Sechrist  is  still  looking  for 
helpi  Through  maps  of  the  city, 
"newcomer  cards”  on  which  new 
residents  list  church  preference,  and  an 
advertisement  in  the  local  newspaper,  he 
has  assembled  a  congregation  of  80 
persons  and  holds  services  in  an 
elementary  school.  But  he  still  has  a  lot 
of  questions  he  can’t  find  answers  to. 

“I  need  to  know  things  like  how  to  get  a 
name  for  the  church  and  how  to  get  a 
charter,  and  how  to  organize  the 
congregation  and  how  to  handle  all  of  the 
legal  matters  involved  in  beginning  such 
an  enterprise,”  Mr.  Sechrist  says.  “I 
need  someone  to  consult  with  and  help 
me  decide  where  to  go  with  this  thing.” 

“With  all  of  the  money  local  churches 
pour  into  national  agencies,  we  should 
get  some  kind  of  service  when  we  are  in 
need  Yet  they  can’t  send  me  anything 
but  a  sample  survey  card.  What’s  going 
on?” 

In  a  few  days  Mr.  Sechrist  is  scheduled 
to  attend  a  seminar  on  new  church 
development  in  Atlanta.  Until  then,  he 
intends  to  carry  on  “as  best  I  can.” 


Ms.  Jostad  is  Minneapolis  Metro  West  “To  tell  you  the  truth,  the  whole  thing 

District  reporter  for  the  Minnesota  is  a  bit  scary,”  he  said.  “I’ve  never  hac 
Conference  “United  Methodist  Repor-  so  many  questions  and  so  few  answers  in 
ter."  all  my  life” 

Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  InlUal  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  *8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 

Basic  to  advanced  seminar  Sept.  7-20. 
j  Advanced  to  professional  Sept.  28-Oct.  11. 

Master  design  seminar  Oct.  12-22.  Room, 
board  and  tuition,  all  materials  $530.  For 
brochure,  write:  P.  O.  Box  4605M.  Santa  Fe. 

New  Mexico  87501. 

DALLAS:  LAKEHILL  PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL.  2720  Hillside  Dr..  (75214).  located  In 
Lakewood  area.  Grades  1  -  12.  College 
Preparatory.  Co-educatlonal.  State  ac¬ 
credited.  Small  classes.  Call  (214  )  826-2931. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  full  time  Director  of 
Christian  Education.  Salary  negotiable. 
Needed  by  Sept.  1.  Send  resume  to:  Mr.  Don 
Screes,  Lay  Personnel  Committee.  Christ 
Church.  United  Methodist.  P.O.  Box  12518. 
Tucson.  Arlz.  87532.  j 

CHURCH  COOK  BOOK  FOR  SALE:  "A 
Collection  of  Favorite  Recipes"  —  $4.50 
postpaid.  United  Methodist  Women.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  c-o  Miss  Bert  Hearn. 

Box  448.  Columbia.  Louisiana  71418. 

WANTED:  A  full-time  Education  Director 
with  emphasis  on  a  good  youth  program. 
Contact  The  Reverend  H.  Leon  Reed  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  214-657-6588;  or  at 
residence.  214-6S7-3652;  or  mall  resume  to 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  204  N.  Mar¬ 
shall  St..  Henderson,  Texas  75652. 

REACH  YOUR  CHURCH’S  budget  goals  In 
spite  of  today's  economy  ...  with  the  1975 

Pony  Expresf  Stewardship  Plan.  For  free 
details,  write:  Rev.  Don  English.  2536  N.W. 

26th,  Oklahoma  City.  OK.  73107. 
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Spiritual  growth  offered 

Small  group  program  claims  to  renew  persons 


By  CLYDE  C1IESNUTT 
News  Editor 

It  isn't  often  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  introduces  a  program  'package" 
which  has  been  thoroughly  tested  "in  the 
field." 

But  a  new  program  for  Christian 
renewal  now  being  released  by  the 
denomination's  Board  of  Discipleship 
has  already  stood  the  test  of  10  years’  use 
by  more  than  1,000  persons  in  several 
local  churches  in  Indiana  and  Ohio.  By 
next  spring,  it  may  involve  as  many  as 
3,200  persons  in  200  churches  in 
California  and  Nevada. 

The  program  carries  a  guarantee:  “90- 
day  trial  or  your  freedom  back." 

Testimonials  for  it  include  words  like 
"fantastic,"  "excellent,"  and  "the  best 
church  experience  I’ve  ever  had." 

Yet  its  devotees  find  it  hard  to  define: 
sharing  is  involved  but  it’s  not  an  en¬ 
counter  group  Bible  study  is  involved 
but  it’s  more  than  a  Bible  group.  And 
exposure  to  human  need  is  part  of  it  but 
it’s  not  a  social  action  group. 

What  is  it  then?  It’s  called 
“Experiment  in  Practical  Christianity," 
a  small-group  experience  for  12  to  16 
persons  who  experiment  with  immersing 

Ewing  T.  Wayland 


themselves  so  completely  in  a  Christian 
lifestyle  that  they  begin  "to  feel,  taste 
and  experience  its  vitality  and  power  for 
themselves." 

The  experiment  asks  persons  to  spend 
two-and-one-half  hours  a  week  for  12 
weeks  with  the  group,  engaging  in  Bible 
study,  prayer  and  guided  discussion. 

The  program  came  to  the  attention  of 
Discipleship  officials  in  Nashville  last 
year  through  its  developers,  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  John  Carr,  co-directors  of  adult 
education  for  First  Community  Church, 
Columbus,  Ohio.  The  Carrs  have  used  the 
program  for  years  in  the  two  churches 
they  have  served  in  Columbus  and 
Indianapolis.  Now  it  will  become 
available  for  national  use,  with  resource 
material  to  be  published  by  the  Board  in 
September. 

Cal-Nevada  emphasis 

The  most  ambitious,  large-scale  use  of 
the  program  is  presently  underway  in  the 
California-Nevada  Conference.  Ninety 
persons  from  30  churches  received  in¬ 
tensive  training  in  June  and  will  conduct 
the  experiment  in  their  congregations 
this  fall.  Training  of  additional  leaders  is 
scheduled  for  January  1976,  who  in  turn 
will  attempt  to  involve  persons  in  some 


Top  financial  officer 
chosen  to  head  CFA 


CHICAGO  (UMC)  -  The  Rev.  Ewing 
T.  Wayland,  Mt.  Prospect,  Ill.,  was 
chosen  here  July  30  to  become  the  chief 
fiscal  officer  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Dr.  Wayland,  58,  will  take  office  in 
early  May  of  1976  as  general  secretary  of 
the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administn.- 
tion  (CFA)  and  treasurer  of  the 
10,000,000-member  denomination  suc¬ 
ceeding  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  Evanston, 
Ill.,  who  is  retiring.  He  was  elected  to  the 
post  in  an  executive  session  of  the 
42-member  CFA  board  of  managers. 

The  chief  staff  executive  of  the  CF A  is 
responsible  for  the  accounting  and 
disbursing  of  some  $90,000,000  per  year  to 
the  world-wide  causes  of  the  church.  The 
agency’s  headquarters  is  in  Evanston. 

A  native  of  Arkansas,  Dr.  Wayland  has 
been  an  associate  general  secretary  on 
the  CFA  staff  since  1971 .  He  came  to  that 
post  from  the  editorial  directorship  of  the 
denomination’s  nationally-circulated 
magazines,  and  before  that  had  been 
editor  of  the  former  "Christian  Advo¬ 
cate,"  the  “Arkansas  Methodist”  and 
"Louisiana  Methodist." 

In  other  business  at  its  brief  session, 
the  CFA  approved  supplemental  fund 
allocations  totaling  $57,500,  authorized 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  to 
purchase  a  lot  adjacent  to  its  property  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  heard  a  request  that 
Alaska  Methodist  University  be  put  in  the 
general  budget  of  the  denomination  for 


You’re  Never 
Too  Old 
To  Hear  Better 


Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  non¬ 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  ever  made  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
requesting  it. 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model  now.  Wear  it  in  the  privacy 
of  your  own  home  to  see  how  tiny 
hearing  help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to 
keep,  free.  The  actual  aid  weighs 
less  than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and 
it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit.  No 
wires  lead  from  body  to  head. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no  cost, 
and  certainly  no  obligation.  Thou¬ 
sands  have  already  been  mailed, 
so  write  today  to  Dept. 471  7, 
Beltone  Electronics,  4201  W.  Vic¬ 
toria  Street,  Chicago,  III.  60646. 


$500,000  each  year  of  the  1977-80 
quadrennium. 

Included  in  the  allocations  was  $7,500  to 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  for  its 
Division  of  Emerging  Social  Issues,  and 
$25,000  for  Bicentennial  programming 
for  persons  visiting  Washington.  D.C. 
The  other  $25,000  grant  was  to  help 
finance  a  series  of  minority  consultations 
this  autumn. 

No  policies  on 
CIA  found  at 
mission  boards 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Few  Protestant 
mission  agencies  have  standing  policies 
governing  possible  CIA  use  of  foreign 
missionaries  as  sources  of  information, 
according  to  a  random  sampling  of 
agency  officials. 

Officials  of  six  mission  organizations 
were  questioned  about  policy  on 
missionaries  who  might,  wittingly  or 
unwittingly,  serve  as  CIA  sources. 
Questions  were  put  in  the  light  of  late 
July  news  stories  on  CIA  links  with 
church  employees  in  Africa,  Asia  and 
Latin  America.  (See  TM/  UMR,  Aug.  1.) 

Dr.  Lois  Miller,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  World  Division,  said  her 
organization  has  no  precise  policy  on  CIA 
issues.  She  said  that  some  missionaries 
have  been  approached  by  the  CIA  but,  to 
her  knowledge,  all  had  declined  to 
provide  information. 


‘Africa  Study - 

tjra\>el  Seminar 
Nov.  15-Dec.  7,  1975 


Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  Centers  for  Continuing  Education  and 
Women’s  Studies  at  Scarrltt  College,  this 
travel  study-seminar  Includes  the  opportunity 
to  attend  some  plenary  sessions  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  Assembly  In  Nairobi. 
Kenya;  to  visit  church  leaders  in  the  new 
nation  of  Angola ;  to  see  the  church  at  work  In 
Rhodesia  and  Ethiopia.  Participants  will  study 
before  and  during  and  agree  to  Interpret  their 
experiences  to  churches  In  their  area  after  the 
event. 

Leadership  Includes  the  Reverends  Isaac 
Bivens.  H.  T.  Maclln.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers 
and  Dr.  Robert  E.  Reber  of  Scarrltt  who  will 
award  10  Continuing  Education  units.  Price: 
$1850.  Write  before  August  15  for  application 
forms  to:  Dr.  Robert  Reber.  Scarrltt  College. 
Nashville.  Tenn.  37203.  (All  applications  must 
be  mailed  no  later  than  August  31.  1975.) 


200  local  churches  during  the  spring. 

Two  persons  sold  on  the  program  are 
the  Rev.  George  Carter,  associate 
council  director  for  the  Cal-Nevada 
conference  and  the  Rev  Robert 
Hawthorne,  pastor  of  Hillsdale  UMC,  San 
Mateo,  Calif.  Both  men  have  trained 
under  the  Carrs,  led  a  small  group 
through  the  experiment  and  helped  train 
the  90  conference  leaders  in  June. 

Mr.  Carter  told  TM/  UMR  the  em¬ 
phasis  will  meet  the  number  one  priority 
set  by  his  conference  in  1974.  At  that 
session,  an  extensive  survey  of 
congregational  needs  revealed  the  main 
concern  voiced  by  local  church  persons 
they  wanted  the  church  and  conference 
to  aid  them  with  "spiritual  growth." 

Experience  in  community 

"The  experiment  does  just  that," 
maintains  Mr.  Hawthorne.  "It’s  a  real 
experience  in  Christian  community,  of 
persons  learning  to  develop  a  genuine 
Christian  lifestyle  for  themselves  by 
caring  for  other  persons.” 

Mr.  Hawthorne  told  TM/  UMR  that 
many  persons  are  turned  off  by  pious 
cliches.  But  the  approach  of  this  ex¬ 
periment  is  "restraint.  There’s  no 
jargon.  It  requires  plenty  of  time,  study 
and  energy,  in  other  words,  com¬ 
mitment.  That  makes  it  hard  to  avoid 
changed  people." 

"The  experiment  has  elements  com 
mon  to  many  other  experiences,”  says 
Mr.  Hawthorne.  "But  this  particular  mix 
is  the  best  I’ve  seen  or  participated  in.  It 
really  renews  people." 

The  approach  to  Bible  study  gets 
people  "inside  the  Bible  stories  to  apply 
them  to  their  lives,"  he  said.  “The 
process  operates  on  two  levels  at  the 
same  time  —  biblical  and  personal.” 

For  instance,  the  Gospel  of  Mark  which 
is  the  main  scripture  studied,  is  not 
"academically  discussed  but  applied  to 
our  lives,"  he  said.  “In  the  crucifixion 
section,  for  example,  members  are  asked 
to  prepare  a  defense  for  every  person  in 
the  biblical  story.  Then  we  role-play 
many  of  the  defenses.  It’s  amazing  how  a 
person  suddenly  sees  how  he  or  she  is 
involved  in  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus.” 

‘Seeing  people  real’ 

Another  characteristic  of  the 
"Experiment  in  Practical  Christianity’ 
is  the  discipline  of  prayer  which  is  not 
called  "prayer."  Instead  it  is  a  daily 
discipline  called  "seeing  people  real”  in 
which  a  person  visualizes  another  person 
"as  God  sees  him  or  her."  The  meditator 
asks,  "How  can  I  embody  the  love  of  God 
for  this  person?”  The  result,  says  Mr 
Hawthorne,  is  that  "we  discover  we  need 
to  know  that  person  better  and  we  begin 
to  relate  to  him  or  her  in  more  sensitive 
and  caring  ways.” 

One  of  the  attractive  features  of  the 
experiment  says  Mr.  Carter,  is  that 
although  it  is  intensive,  it  asks  only  for  a 
short  term  commitment.  The  participant 
then  has  an  option  to  go  on  or  drop  the 
daily  experiments  when  the  course  is 
over.  And  Mr.  Hawthorne  adds  that  the 
members  of  his  church  who  participated 
are  more  deeply  involved  now  in  other 
areas  of  the  church  life. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  sees  the 
program  as  one  which  "equips  persons 
for  discipleship  and  therefore  we  aret 
glad  to  publish  for  the  first  time  the 
material  developed  by  the  Carrs,"  said 
the  Rev.  Wayne  Lindecker,  director  of 
adult  education  for  the  board.  "However, 
we  recommend  that  the  material  be  used 
only  by  churches  which  have  had  persons 
trained  in  the  process,"  he  said.  "We 
hope  to  offer  that  training  regionally  next 
year.  It  is  a  very  fine  program  and 
related  to  the  whole  work  of  the  church." 

"I  like  it  because  it  seems  to  take 
people  deeper  into  the  church,  rather 
than  out  of  the  church,"  concluded  Mr. 
Hawthorne.  "People  get  involved  in  so 
many  small  group  things  here  in 
California  and  often  end  up  leaving  the 
church.  But  not  with  this  program ;  they 
become  more  deeply  committed." 
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A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  And  it  faces  east  over  uowntown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBUR  Y  TOWERS  i*  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 

An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non¬ 
sectarian  In  its  benefits. 


TUSCALOOSA,  Ala. — Bringing  the  church  to  the  people,  the 
above  college  illustrates  the  multi-pronged  ministry  of  the 
University  of  Alabama's  Wesley  Foundation.  Pictured,  second 


from  right  at  bottom,  is  Dr.  Jack  Shelton,  Wesley  Foundation 
Director. 

PHOTOS  BY  GLENN  HOSMAN  AND  STEPHEN  MALLETT 


W esley  F oundation  ministry  takes 
the  church  ‘where  the  people  are’ 


TM/  UMR  Special 

TUSCALOOSA,  Ala.  —  "This  is  what 
the  church  is  all  about.  We  have  been  a 
shut-in  church  long  enough.  We  need  to 
take  the  church  where  the  people  are." 

And  taking  the  church  where  the 
people  are  is  precisely  what  the  Wesley 
Foundation  of  the  University  of  Alabama 
here  has  in  mind.  Via  a  multi-pronged 
community  effort,  the  words  of  the  Rev. 
Ken  Byrum,  senior  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Cedar  Bluff, 
Ala.,  are  being  brought  to  life. 

Ministry  aids  juveniles 

A  dual  ministry  —  a  Juvenile  Shelter 
Care  Program  and  a  Personal  Inter¬ 
vention  Program  —  "began  as  a  Big 
Brother/  Big  Sister  project  with  several 

Execution  of 
U.M.  bishop 
called  for 

SALISBURY  (RNS)  —  Ian  Rees- 
Davies,  a  member  of  the  Rhodesian 
Parliament  for  the  ruling  Rhodesian 
Front  Party,  has  called  for  the  execution 
of  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  Muzo- 
rewa,  president  of  the  African  National 
Council  (ANC). 

Addressing  the  Rhodesian  House  of 
Assembly,  Mr.  Rees-Davies  said  the 
ANC  was  "an  evil,  criminal  organization 
which  should  be  banned  and  its  leaders 
executed."  He  also  charged  that  the 
organization  was  being  financed  by  Iron 
Curtain  countries. 

On  stops  in  two  black  African  capitals, 
Bishop  Muzorewa  announced  that  the 
ANC  will  not  negotiate  with  the  Ian  Smith 
regime  unless  the  talks  take  place  out¬ 
side  the  country. 

He  described  Rhodesia  as  a  country 
"ruled  under  a  state  of  emergency  (and) 
where  we  are  viewed  as  enemies  of  the 
present  regime  and  vice-versa  and  where 
we  cannot  really  express  ourselves.” 


Board  persons  hold  debate 
on  evangelism/social  action 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  —  Social 
action  is  necessary  for  Christians.  But  is 
it  part  of  evangelism  or  its  partner,  and 
what  are  the  Biblical  foundations  for 
social  action? 

This  opening  agreement  and  these 
questions  formed  the  basis  for  a  24-hour 
summer  meeting  here  for  represen¬ 
tatives  from  United  Methodism’s  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  (BCS)  and  from 
Evangelicals  for  Social  Action  (ESA),  an 
ad  hoc,  non-denominational  group  of 
"young  evangelicals." 

Spokesmen  for  both  "sides”  of  the 
discussion  expressed  appreciation  for  the 
usefulness  of  the  meeting  and  its  open 
dialogue,  in  showing  both  where  they  had 
agreements  and  areas  of  possible 
cooperation  and  where  they  were  still 
well  apart 

The  Consultation  on  Social  Justice  and 
Biblical  Faith  was  an  effort  to  determine 
the  relationships  of  the  Bible  to  social 
commitment  as  seen  from  differing 
viewpoints.  In  initiating  the  meeting,  the 
United  Methodist  unit  saw  an  opportunity 
to  "learn  from  one  another  and  grow 
together”  in  order  to  "strengthen  both 
church  and  society  and  to  make  our  own 
servant  ministries  more  authentic," 
according  to  Bishop  James  Armstrong, 
Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  board  president. 

Dr.  Ronald  J.  Sider  of  Messiah  College 
in  Philadelphia  expressed  gratitude  that 
proponents  of  all  the  conflicting 
viewpoints  regarding  evangelism/social 
action  are  "ready  in  a  new  way  to  re¬ 
examine  their  positions  and  correct  one¬ 


sided  emphases.” 

Dr.  Sider’ s  paper  introduced  the 
recurring  theme:  "Regeneration  and 
discipleship  are  inseparable  .  .  . 
Accepting  the  evangelistic  call 
necessarily  and  inevitably  entails  ac¬ 
cepting  Jesus  as  Lord  of  our  personal 
lives,  our  family  life,  our  racial  attitudes, 
our  economics  and  our  politics.  Jesus  will 
not  be  our  Savior  if  we  reject  him  as  our 
Lord" 

But,  said  Dr.  Sider,  while  it  is  "im¬ 
portant  to  seek  to  change  social  struc¬ 
tures,  I  don’t  call  that  evangelism."  He 
held  that  Jesus  showed  that  "helping  the 
oppressed  and  preaching  the  Gospel  to 
the  poor"  are  "both  important,  but  they 
are  also  distinct”  This  means,  he  added, 
that  "there  is  no  New  Testament 
justification  for  talking  about 
‘evangelizing*  political  structures." 

Speaking  for  BCS,  the  Rev.  Allan  R. 
Brock  way,  editor  of  "engage/  social 
action",  noted  that  while  "social  action 
was  not  an  evangelistic  tool  available  in 
the  first  century,”  nor  in  all  con¬ 
temporary  societies,  it  is  a  method  that 
rests  on  the  Gospel.  He  urged  that 
redemption  is  a  possibility  for  secular 
economic  and  political  structures 
"because,  and  not  despite,  the  certainty 
that  redemption  is  a  possibility  for 
persons.”  This  arises,  he  added,  because 
the  "tangible  manifestations  of  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  complex  set  of  relationships 
themselves  are  defined  by  their 
relationships  with  other  institutions  and 
individuals” 


Wesley  Foundation  students  who  had 
worked  as  interns  with  the  county  court," 
Dr.  Jack  Shelton,  campus  minister, 
explained. 

Two  years  ago,  arrangements  were 
made  to  purchase  and  renovate  an  old 
house  which  was  to  become  the  first  of 
two  fully  staffed  Juvenile  Shelter  Care 
homes  for  young  law  offenders.  Local 
townspeople,  churches,  secular  agencies 
and  university  students  and  faculty 
pitched  in  some  2,000  hours  of  volunteer 
labor  to  ready  the  facility  for  occupation. 
The  $30,000  venture  now  employs  five 
students  as  full  time  staff  personnel,  and 
several  additional  students  work  part 
time  in  exchange  for  class  credit. 

"This  program  connects  community 
needs  with  university  resources,  and  the 
church  is  the  agent  which  helps  to 
solidify  community  and  campus 
relations,"  Dr.  Shelton  noted.  "It  is  a 
nonverbal  witness  to  the  fact  that  the 
church,  being  true  to  its  faith,  has  to  take 
a  significant  interest  in  society.” 

A  related  endeavor,  a  Personal 
Intervention  Program,  enlists  campus 
and  town  volunteers  to  work  with  youth 
who.  because  of  minor  scrapes  witlTBie 
law,  are  under  county  court  jurisdiction. 
The  preventive  measure  encourages  one- 
to-one  counseling  with  the  youngsters 
which,  hopefully,  will  help  to  ward  off 
further  problems. 

Rural  health  fairs 
Emerging  this  summer  in  three  north¬ 
east  Alabama  towns  (Cedar  Bluff, 
Duncanville  and  Hodges)  is  a  10-week 
Health  Fair,  co-sponsored  by  the  U.  of  A. 
College  of  Community  Health  Services 
and  the  Wesley  Foundation. 

Background  research  was  subsidized 
by  a  $1,000  grant  from  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  North  Alabama 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Division  of  Health  and 
Welfare,  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
UMC,  awarded  a  $16,000  Kendall 
Foundation  grant  to  the  program. 

Thirty-four  participants  in  the 
university’s  Student  Coalition  for  Better 
Health  were  recruited  to  staff  the  fairs. 
Their  disciplines  range  from  medicine, 
nursing,  psychology  and  sociology  to  law, 
research  and  development.  Physicians 
from  the  U.  of  A.  Family  Practice  Clinic 
provide  direction.  Full  physical 
examinations;  blood,  eye  and  ear  tests; 
innoculations;  x-rays,  and  dental 
hygiene  instruction  are  offered  in  a 
mobile  van  donated  by  the  Tennessee 
Valley  Authority. 

Reflecting  on  the  church’s  role  in  this 
phase  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
ministry,  Duna  Norton,  a  U.  of  A.  senior, 
credited  the  local  churches  with  making 
the  decisive  difference.  "The  local 
churches  are  the  only  places  in  this  rural 
area  where  people  gather  for  any  period 
of  time,"  he  said.  "The  church  has 
become  the  communication  system  that 
could  lead  to  significant  social  change  in 
the  entire  community.” 

Mr.  Norton  considers  the  Health  Fairs 
a  beginning  in  the  long  process  of 
conquering  a  small  rural  community’s 
attitude  of  defeat.  The  fairs,  he  added, 
"have  given  the  young  people  of  the 
communities  a  vision  of  what  can  be 
done.  They  see,  perhaps  for  the  first 
time,  the  real  possibility  of  staying  in  the 
community  and  carving  out  their  futures 
here,  rather  than  in  the  big  city." 

Education:  a  vital  aspect 

Education  is  yet  another  facet  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  ministry  and 
proceeds  on  two  levels.  A  weekly  project 
with  the  Partlow  State  School  for  the 
Mentally  and  Emotionally  Retarded 
inspires  "individualized  contacts,  new 
experiences  and  learning  opportunities" 
for  the  residents,  according  to  Dr. 
Shelton.  Another  reach-out  endeavor, 
tutoring  through  the  public  schools,  has 
recently  been  initiated,  he  said. 


A  scholarship  program  for  financially 
deprived  U.  of  A.  students  supplies  from 
five  to  10  tuition  scholarships  annually  to 
ghetto  and  rural  youth. 

Some  150-200  U.  of  A.  students,  many 
United  Methodist,  are  presently  involved 
in  the  Wesley  Foundation. 

"The  church  has  to  risk  some  un¬ 
dertakings  where  the  outcome  cannot  be 
pre-deter mined,”  Dr.  Shelton  concluded. 
"I  see  it  (the  Wesley  Foundation  effort) 
as  a  ministry  of  incarnation  .  .  .  fleshing 
out  what  we  say  we  believe  for  a  rather 
secular  university  which  is  kind  of 
skeptical  as  to  whether  the  Christian 
faith  is  relevant  or  has  anything  to  say  in 
a  world  such  as  ours." 

Information  for  this  article  was  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Rev.  Glenn  B,  Housman  Jr., 
a  director  in  the  section  on  campus 
ministry  of  the  UMC  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  edited  for 
publication  by  TM  UMR  staff  writer 
Barb  Berg. 


NOW 
DISCOVER 
GOD’S  WORD 
FOR  TODA/’S 
ICHURCH  IN 

EPHESIANS 

A  POSITIVE  AFFIRMATION 

BY  A.  LEONARD  GRIFFITH 

Gifted  minister  and  author  A.  Leonard 
Griffith  believes  "that  the  book  of 
Ephesians  is  God's  particular  word  for  the 
church  and  the  world  today  In  a  gloomy, 
pessimistic  world,  you'll  be  reminded  of 
Paul's  confident  pronouncement  of  truth, 
joy  and  hope.  And  Paul's  exuberant  spirit 
will  be  caught  as  you  discover  the 
possibility  of  the  fullness  of  your  Christian 
walk. 

Be  sure  you  read  this  refreshing, 
faith-building  look  at  the  resources  Christ 
has  made  available  to  every  Christian. 

Thought-provoking  discussion  ideas  make 
this  book  ideal  for  individual  and  group 
study. 


A.  Leonard  Griffith  is  the  senior  minister  of 
Toronto's  Deer  Park  United  Church. 
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rence  youth  spread  “good  news”  through  variety  of  Christian  activity 


Junior  UMY  officers,  LaGrange 
UM:  Marilyn  Ledet,  historian;  Eric 
Clarke,  treasurer;  Melonie  Martin, 
secretary;  Avia  Martin,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  and  Laurie  Matherne,  presi¬ 
dent. 

“If  we  are  going  to  have  a  better 
tomorrow,  we  must  work  with  the  people 
who  will  be  living  in  it  .  .  said  some 
wise  person  (whose  name  has  completely 
been  lost  somewhere  in  the  stacks  of 
material  on  this  news  editor’s  desk).  But 
it  is  a  true  statement,  and  an  especially 
appropriate  one  for  our  Louisiana 
Conference,  since  our  young  people  are 
constantly  making  an  impact  on  the  life 
Qf  our  Church  and  state  by  the  many  fine 
efforts  of  their  talented  and  Christian 
spirits. 

From  time  to  time  churches  and 
groups  send  us  pictures,  or  statements, 
or  bits  of  news  about  what  the  youth  are 
doing.  There  never  seems  to  be  enough 
space  to  devote  to  their  activities,  but  in 
this  edition  of  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST  we  have  sought  to  compile 
these  reports  and  pictures  sent  to  us.  We 
appreciate  all  of  them.  We  especially 
appreciate  our  young  people  who  give 
leadership,  vitality  and  hope  to  our 
church. 

In  these  photographs  you  see  what 
some  of  them  have  been  doing. 

The  Junior  UMY  officers  of  LaGrange 
Memorial  UM  Church  on  Lower  Bayou 
Blue  does  many  things  for  the  church, 
and  they  also  have  fun!  In  addition  to 
their  Sunday  evening  activities,  they 
have  a  skating  party,  one  night  each 
month;  and  their  Junior  Choir  comes 
from  this  group. 

From  the  Rev.  Ester  Hammond, 
Talisheek  UM,  comes  news  of  the  UMY 


Talisheek  UMY  group  and  sponsors 
enjoy  a  swim  party. 
successful  “Rocking  Chair-A-Thon”  this 
spring,  held  on  the  porch  of  the  church  to 
help  raise  money  to  provide  a  “Stack 
Sack  House”  for  a  needy  family,  under 
the  sponsorship  of  UMCOR.  They  raised 
$286.55,  which  they  contributed  toward 
building  a  house  in  Honduras. 

From  the  Rev.  Doug  McGuire  at 
Broadmoor  UM,  Baton  Rouge,  comes 


Junior  Choir, 
Memorial  UM, 
Matthews,  in  their 
new  choir  robes. 


word  that  one  of  his  “young  members” 
Miss  Jeanie  Badle,  has  successfully 
competed  in  a  National  Elite  Gymnastics 
Meet  in  Carbondale,  Ill.,  in  which  the  top 
15  comprise  the  U.  S.  Gymnastics  Team 
for  1975-76.  Jeanie  placed  twelfth  in  a 
broad  field  of  contestants.  She  is  active  in 
her  church  and  with  the  youth. 

The  Jubalaires,  youth  bell  choir  of 
First  UM  Church,  Slidell,  participated  in 
the  National  Bell  Choir  Festival  held  at 


Jeanie  Beadle,  youthful  gymnast  and 
pastor  Doug  McGuire,  Broadmoor. 

Willis  Dear,  Youth  Minister,  and  Miss 
Jenny  Spencer,  Summer  Director  of 
Junior  High  Activities. 

Haynesville  United  Methodist  Youth, 
always  engaging  in  a  variety  of  ac¬ 
tivities,  conducts  an  annual  summer  trip 
to  some  interesting  and  colorful  spot. 
This  year  they  went  to  Estes  Park, 
Colorado,  and  according  to  their  Pastor, 


the  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones,  “.  .  .  it  was  a 
great  success.” 

The  Youth  Department  of  University 
UM  Church,  Lake  Charles,  presented 
“The  Little  Prince,”  a  musical  fantasy 
(based  on  the  book  by  the  same  name),  at 
their  own  church,  and  at  churches  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  Monroe.  Contributions 
and  donations  made  in  their  behalf 
enabled  then^  to  make  a  trip  to 
Appalachia  on  their  Youth  Mission  Work 


Ingleside  UM  youth  and  counselors 
who  worked  in  Appalachian  Service 
Project. 

TUCM  who  create  contemporary  wor¬ 
ship  experiences  for  local  churches  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  vicinity.  The  group  is  led  by 
Dianne  Smith.  William  Finnin,  Jr., 
campus  minister,  is  the  official  “guitar 
tuner”  for  the  singers! 

The  Youth  Choir  of  First  UM  Church, 
Bossier  City,  spent  a  recent  week  in 
Pensacola,  Fla.,  which  was  a  “working 
vacation”.  During  this  time  they  put  the 
finishing  touches  on  the  musical 
“Breakthrough”  which  has  as  its  theme 
jhe  second  coming  of  Christ.  They  will 
present  the  musical  in  their  church  on 
August  24.  While  in  Pensacola,  the  58- 
member  group  sang  at  the  Gulf  Breeze 
UM  Church  and  at  the  Baycrest  Nursing 
Home.  Mrs.  Walter  Johnson  directs  the 
group,  and  Dean  Clark  and  Bob  McKellar 
are  accompanists.  Counselors  are  Kent 
Seabaugh,  Youth  Director  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  Johnson;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean 
Clark;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennie  McKellar; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Little;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Bennett. 

Belinda  Jean  Taylor,  who  will  be  a 
freshman  at  Dillard  University,  New 
Orleans,  this  fall,  has  been  awarded  a 
$500  United  Methodist  Schoalrship  by  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
According  to  the  offices  of  Dillard,  the 
scholarship  is  granted  on  the  basis  of 
academic  standing,  leadership  ability, 
churchmanship  and  eligibility.  Miss 
Taylor  lives  in  New  Orleans. 


Local  UMW,  Ruston,  planning  “red 
carpet”  welcome  for  annual  meeting 


Bishop’s  Message 

As  you  know,  at  the  present  time  we  are  on  episcopal  visitation  in  Singapore, 
Malaysia,  Sarawak,  and  Bali  —  places  in  southeast  Asia  that  represent  heavy 
concentrations  of  Methodist  work  and  witness.  On  our  return  we’ll  be  sharing 
with  you,  if  you  like,  experiences  of  this  trip  and  insights  that  are  ours  as  a 
result  of  listening  to  Christians  in  this  part  of  the  world.  One  of  our  primary 
purposes  will  be  to  establish  stronger  bonds  of  Christian  confidence  and  un¬ 
derstanding  and  to  relate  the  two  sections  of  Methodism.  We’ll  be  traveling  to  a 
distinguished  theological  seminary  in  Singapore,  to  rubber  plantation  churches 
in  Malaysia,  to  city  and  rural  hamlets  and  longhouses;  we  will  be  preaching 
through  interpreters  in  Chinese,  Iban,  Malay,  and  Indonesian  churches.  The 
schedule  is  heavy,  and  much  of  the  work  is  18  hours  a  day,  but  we  have 
scheduled  time  for  listening,  and  we’ll  want  to  share  what  we  hear.  Remember 
us  in  your  prayers. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


When  the  Annual  Meeting  of  United 
Methodist  Women  is  held  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  at  Trinity  UM, 
Ruston,  the  “red  carpet”  will  be  rolled 
out  by  local  women.  The  theme,  “I  am 
Called  ...  I  Respond,”  is  already  at 
work  among  the  group  who  are  the 
hostesses  for  the  occasion  on  September 
12-13,  and  a  record  turnout  is  anticipated. 

Many  persons  in  the  Ruston  District,  in 
addition  to  members  of  the  host  church, 
are  assisting  in  local  arrangements,  and 
they  are  holding  a  number  of  meetings  to 
assure  that  every  person  who  attends  will 
feel  “at  home.” 

The  picture  which  is  shown  here  in¬ 
cludes  the  following  persons  on  the  Local 
Planning  Committee:  front  row,  from 
left  seated  —  Mrs.  E.  N.  Roats,  coor¬ 
dinator  of  local  churches;  Mrs.  Ed 
Thomas,  music;  Mrs.  W.  F.  Manning, 
church  arrangements;  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Aycock,  registration  and  housing;  Mrs. 
Fred  Barr,  co-chaimerson  of  meeting; 


Mrs.  Joe  Pullis,  treasurer. 

Also,  back  row,  standing,  from  left  — 
Mrs.  Bob  Penland,  pages;  Mrs.  Terrell 
DeVille,  decorating  and  signs;  Mrs.  Bob 
Price,  Chairperson;  Mrs.  G.  W.  James, 
Sr.,  flowers. 

Also  serving  on  the  Committee,  but  not 
pictured  are:  Mrs.  Glenn  Laskey,  Annual 
Meeting  Executive  Committee 
Arrangements;  Mrs.  R.  J.  McGehee, 
coordinator  of  local  churches;  Mrs.  John 
Maxwell,  first  aid;  Mrs.  Wayne  Fallin, 
nursery;  Mrs.  Joe  Glasgow,  decorating 
and  signs;  Mrs.  R.  M.  Steere  and  Mrs.  M. 
E.  Higginbotham,  Jr.,  publicity. 

All  who  plan  to  attend  are  reminded, 
again,  that  reservations  should  be  made 
as  early  as  possible  by  contacting  Mrs.  L. 
C.  Aycock,  P.  O.  Box  366,  Ruston,  La. 
71270,  and  including  a  reservation  fee  of 
$2.00  per  person.  Also,  the  cost  for  the 
dinner  (which  promises  to  be  an  out¬ 
standing  gathering)  is  $4.25. 


"A  New  Day”  —  youth  choir  of  Gretna  UM 


Haynesville  youth  in  front  of  bus  that  took  them  on  Colorado  trip. 


group  there.  They  combine  churcn 
service  with  fun,  and  two  adult  sponsors 
help  Mrs.  Hammond  in  guiding  them  in 
Christian  endeavors. 

“A  New  Day”  is  the  name  of  the  youth 
choir  of  Gretna  UM  Church,  with  Mrs. 
Don  Robertson  serving  as  director.  The 
Rev.  George  W.  Harbuck  is  their  pastor. 
The  “New  Day”  recently  went  on  a 
singing  tour  to  Lafayette  and  Lake 
Charles,  then  visited  points  of  interest  in 
Houston.  , 

Fifth  and  sixth  grade  Sunday  School 
classes  of  Franklin  First  UM  had  a 


St.  Augustine,  Fla.  in  June.  They  joined 
50  other  bell  choirs  from  the  eastern  U.  S. 
in  this  national  meet.  While  there  they 
presented  a  solo  concert  including  a 
special  arrangement  of  early  American 
hymns,  written  by  the  director,  Mrs. 
Madeline  Woodland.  Another  youth 
group  from  the  Slidell  church,  Junior 
High  Youth,  shared  in  a  work  camp  at  the 
Dulac  Community  Center  in  July. 
Twenty-three  Junior  Hi’s  and  their  adult 
counselors  painted  the  recreation  room 
and  the  office  area  of  the  Community 
Center.  The  group  is  led  by  the  Rev. 


TUCM  SINGERS  —  representing  the  Uniting  Campus  Ministry,  Baton  Rouge. 


Project  in  July.  The  musical  group  is 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  John  Holbert, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Holbert,  associate 
minister  at  University  Church.  Ms. 
Holbert  composed  the  background 
music,  dance  numbers  and  songs  in 
partial  fulfillment  for  the  requirement  of 
her  Masters  of  Music  degree  at  SMU. 

The  Junior  Choir  of  Memorial  UM 
Church,  Matthews,  has  new  choir  robes, 
thanks  to  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
church.  The  Junior  Choir  wore  their 
robes  for  the  first  time  on  “graduation 
Sunday”  when  all  seniors  of  the  com¬ 
munity  were  presented  with  Bibles. 


Participants  in  “ The  Little  Prince,”  University  UM,  Lake 
Charles. 


Eleven  members  of  the  Ingleside 
(Baton  Rouge)  UMY  and  six  counselors 
spent  seven  days  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
working  with  the  Appalachian  Service 
Project.  They  also  attended  the  Passion 
Play  at  Eureka  Springs  and  culminated 
their  trip  with  a  camping  experience  at 
Lake  Ouachita  State  Park  near  Hot 
Springs.  Their  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Fred  S. 
Flurry. 

LSU  students  from  The  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry  identify  themselves 
favorably  with  many  community 
projects.  The  “TUCM  Singers”  are  a 
group  of  15  undergraduate  students  from 


Methodist  Church  School  youth,  Franklin,  in  their  “ Rock-A - 
Thon.” 


Shreveport  Metro- 
Ministries  announces 
day  care  enrollment 

The  Rev.  James  Graham,  Coordinator 
of  Shreveport  Metro-Ministries,  has 
announced  enrollment  procedures  for 
both  the  Fairfield  UM  Day  Care  Center 
and  the  St.  James  UM  Day  Care  Center, 
located  in  Shreveport. 

The  St.  James  Center  is  currently 
taking  applications  for  the  Fall  session, 
under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Marie 
Douglas,  Director.  Location  is  at  1416 
Snow  Street,  and  the  Center  telephone  is 
425-7873. 

The  Fairfield  Center,  1706  Severine 
Street,  will  hold  registration  at  the  center 
August  27-29,  from  3-6  p.m.  Director  of 
this  Center  is  Mrs.  Bessie  Page,  who  will 
be  on  hand  to  confer  with  parents.  The 
telephone  number  is  636-4971. 

Both  Centers  are  licensed  by  the 
Division  of  Family  Services  and  are  open 
to  all  racial,  cultural  and  religious 
groups,  according  to  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Graham. 


Slidell  Jubalaires. 


Slidell  Junior  Highs  who  worked 
at  Dulac. 


When  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  Quitman  Church,  persons  shown  in  this 
photograph  took  part.  From  left,  they  are:  Robert  Hotzclaw.  architect;  the  Rev.  Bill 
Rowell,  Jr.,  pastor;  the  Rev.  Ed  Thomas,  Ruston  District  Superintendent ;  Bob 
Humble,  trustee;  Cecil  Waldrip,  trustee;  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield;  the  Rev.  Tillman 
Brown,  former  pastor;  Roy  Brumley,  Building  Committee  Chairman;  and  Earl 
Nalley,  trustee. 


Quitman  UM  Church,  in  the  Ruston 
District,  a  recipient  of  funds  from  the 
Third  Call  of  the  1000  Club,  expects  to 
begin  construction  on  its  new  facility  this 
month. 

Ground  was  broken  in  special 
ceremonies  held  on  the  site  on  Mother’s 
Day,  but  actual  construction  has  been 
delayed  because  of  the  excessive  rains. 


However,  Pastor  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr., 
reports  that  all  is  progressing  well,  and 
the  building  will  soon  be  underway. 

The  new  brick  structure  will  replace 
the  older,  smaller  church,  which  the 
congregation  has  outgrown.  The  church, 
when  completed  will  include  sanctuary, 
fellowship  hall,  and  educational  wing. 


LIC  plans  regional  meetings  on  aging 


The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference,  in  which  United  Methodism 
figures  prominently,  is  planning  a  series 
of  regional  meetings  centering  around  its 
main  program,  The  Ministry  to  the 
Aging. 

Four  of  these  meetings  are  planned, 
the  first  to  be  held  in  Baton  Rouge  in  late 
September  or  early  October.  Other 
meetings  will  take  place  in  New  Orleans, 
Lake  Charles,  and  Lafayette,  all  a  part  of 
the  Southern  Task  Force  of  the  group. 
The  Ministry  to  the  Aging  is  divided  into 
two  geographical  areas,  for  im¬ 
plementing  its  program  more  ef¬ 
fectively.  The  Southern  Task  Force  met 


in  Baton  Rouge  recently  and  formulated 
plans  for  the  four  regional  meetings 
named. 

LIC  is  the  major  ecumenical  agency 
within  Louisiana  being  composed  of 
major  Protestant  Communions  and 
Roman  Catholics.  The  organization 
numbers  some  1.5  million  persons,  and 
the  Ministry  to  the  Aging  is  directed 
toward  the  20  million  elderly  in  the 
population,  according  to  a  spokesman  of 
LIC. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington  is 
executive  director  of  LIC;  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Baton  Rouge,  is 
president. 
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Attack  on  seminaries  answered 


Here  I  Stand 


To  the  Editor: 

It  was  during  a  break  from  the 
drudgeries  of  my  work  on  a  four-volume 
edition  of  John  Wesley’s  sermons  that  my 
eye  fell  on  your  special  news  report  about 
Dr.  Edmund  Robb’s  diatribe  against  the 
thirteen  United  Methodist  seminaries  at 
the  recent  “Good  News  Convocation”  at 
Lake  Junaluska  (TM/  UMR,  August  1).  I 
was  saddened  by  the  story  as  a  whole  and 
downright  shocked  by  one  of  the 
quotations.  It  is  sad  that  a  well-meaning 
man  should  lodge  a  blanket  indictment 
against  the  entire  lot  of  United  Methodist 
theological  schools  in  terms  so  unjust 
that  they  are  bound  to  wreak  incalculable 
damage  to  the  cause  of  theological 
education  in  the  UMC  —  which  is,  as  we 
all  know,  in  grave  enough  peril  already. 
Dr.  Robb’s  salvo  is  so  reckless  that  its 
total  splatter  cannot  be  mopped  up  or 
disposed  of  rationally  in  a  “Letter  to  the 
Editor."  Clearly,  something  much  more 
is  needed  and  I  hope  that  a  suitable  oc¬ 
casion  for  responsible  discussion  of  these 
problems  may  be  forthcoming. 

What  shocked  me,  though,  was  Dr. 
Robb's  reported  declaration:  “I  know  of 
no  United  Methodist  seminary  where  the 
historic  Wesleyan  biblical  perspective  is 
presented  seriously,  even  as  an  option." 
The  point,  of  course,  is  that,  since  Dr. 
Robb  knows  of  Perkins,  he  has  said,  by 
strict  logical  entail,  that  the  historic 
Wesleyan  biblical  perspective  is  not 
presented  seriously  at  Perkins,  “even  as 
an  option.” 

Now,  either  the  phrase  “historic 
Wesleyan  biblical  perspective"  means 
something  that  neither  I  nor  other 
Wesley  scholars  —  here  and  elsewhere  — 
understand  or  else  this  accusation  is 
simply  false.  To  stick  to  our  own  case, 
Dean  Quillian  happens  to  be  chairman  of 
it  multivolume  project  to  publish  the 
whole  of  Wesley’s  “Works"  and  has 
contributed  immensely  to  this 
monumental  enterprise.  Does  Dr.  Robb 
regard  this  as  insignificant?  Again, 
Professors  John  Deschner  and  Lamar 
Cooper  wrote  their  dissertations  on 
Wesley  and  have,  over  the  course  of  two 
decades,  presented  their  interpretations 
of  “the  Wesleyan  perspective”  as  very 
live  options  in  the  Perkins  curriculum. 
Does  Dr.  Robb  mean  that  they  have  not 
done  this  “seriously"  or  is  he  pronounc¬ 
ing  them  invalid?  And  if  the  latter,  by 
what  authority? 

In  my  case,  as  you  know,  I’ve  spent  the 
better  part  of  twenty  years  studying, 
teaching,  editing  and  writing  about 
Wesley  and  his  “historic  biblical  per¬ 
spective",  here  at  Perkins  and 
elsewhere.  Until  today,  I  should  have 
thought,  with  no  shred  of  immodesty, 
that  I  know  as  much  about  Mr.  Wesley's 
texts,  and  context,  as  Dr.  Robb  does. 
Now,  however,  I  stand  accused  either  of 
not  having  been  “serious"  in  a  task  that 
has  consumed  much  labor  and  love,  or 
else  of  having  got  it  all  wrong  and  misled 
others  by  my  errors. 

Last  semester,  I  taught  a  course  in 
Wesleyan  theology,  elected  by  more  than 
forty  students.  I’d  be  willing  for  any 
competent  and  impartial  Jury  on  earth  to 
examine  the  documentation  of  the 
course,  the  tapes  of  the  lectures,  the 
students’  papers  and  examinations  — 
and  then  judge  whether  something  like 
“the  historic  Wesleyan  biblical  per¬ 
spective"  was  or  was  not  presented 
seriously  and  was  or  was  not  taken  so  by 
a  majority  of  the  students  at  least  as  an 
option.  If  their  verdict  is  “guilty  as 
charged."  I  am  prepared  to  resign  my 
post  on  this  faculty  forthwith  and  to 
abandon  my  life’s  work  on  Wesley. 
What's  more,  I  can  think  of  many 
another  Methodist  professor  who  would 
do  the  same  thing.  The  fact,  of  course,  is 
that  there  is  a  renascence  of  Wesley 
studies,  in  our  seminaries  and 
elsewhere;  and  it  will  go  on  spreading. 
But  that’s  another  —  though  related  — 
story. 

I  can  think  of  many  ways  in  which  a 
much  needed,  candid  debate  about 
Methodist  theological  education  could 
have  been  stimulated  and  helped  ahead; 
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In  recent  weeks,  articles  and  editorials  appearing  in  TM/  UMR  have  drawn  a 
heavy  response  from  readers  in  the  form  of  “Letters  to  the  Editor.”  Many  of 
these  letters  are  too  lengthy  to  publish  within  normal  space  limitations.  In  order 
to  give  expression  to  as  many  different  readers  as  is  possible,  this  week’s  entire 
editorial  page  is  devoted  to  “Letters.” 


Dr.  Robb's  way  resembles  none  of  them. 
There  is  a  modicum  of  truth  in  much  of 
what  he  is  reported  to  have  said  ;  one  can 
imagine  a  useful,  rational  discussion  of 
some  of  Ihe  problems  he  has  identified, 
and  others  that  we  could  supply.  But  the 
charge  that  the  historic  Wesleyan 
biblical  perspective  is  not  anywhere 
presented  seriously,  “even  as  an  option" 
is  a  sin  against  both  truth  and  charity  — 
and  if  a  bundle  of  citations  from  Wesley 
as  to  how  sternly  he  regarded  sins  of  that 
sort  would  prod  Dr.  Robb  to  a  requisite 
repentance,  I’m  not  the  only  one,  by  any 
means,  who  could  supply  it. 

Albert  C.  Outler 
•  Dallas,  Texas 
/  know  one  seminary 
which  meets  those  criteria 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  article 
“Seminaries:  proposals  for  reform"  in 
the  August  1  issue  of  TM/  UMR. 
Apparently,  Dr.  Robb  has  not  been 
closely  associated  with  all  our  United 
Methodist  seminaries  in  recent  years. 
Certainly,  I  know  one  of  our  seminaries 

—  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City  —  more  than  meets  the  criterion 
suggested  by  Dr.  Robb,  namely  that  it 
“be  loyal  to  the  church,  orthodox  in 
theology,  Wesleyan  in  interpretation, 
twentieth-century  in  outlook,  socially 
prophetic  and  involved,  evangelistic  in 
spirit,  missionary-minded  and  concerned 
for  the  local  church."  I  have  a  feeling 
most  of  our  seminaries  meet  these 
guidelines. 

I,  for  one,  would  not  want  rampant 
fundamentalism  —  which  is  a  new 
fangled  idea  in  the  history  of  the  church 

—  to  be  the  prevailing  theology  taught  in 
United  Methodist  seminaries. 

Labels  bother  me,  particularly  when  it 
appears  that  only  so-called  conservatives 
are  labeled  “evangelical”.  Christians 
called  “liberal"  (often  falsely),  can  be 
evangelical  and  deeply  committed  to  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

George  W.  Burgln 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

‘ Good  News  Methodists' 
really  Baptists? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  a  United  Methodist  for 
fifteen  years  and  am  currently  serving  as 
a  church  lay  leader.  However,  I  was 
reared  in  a  Baptist  church  and  have  a 
degree  In  Bible  from  a  Baptist  univer¬ 
sity. 

I  wonder  if  the  Good  New*  Methodists 
realize  that  their  "theological  af¬ 
firmation"  states  very  accurately  what 
Baptists  believe?  Could  it  be  that  these 
Good  News  Methodists  are  really  Bap¬ 
tists,  but  do  not  know  it? 

The  Good  News  Methodists’  plan  to 
“reform"  the  United  Methodist  Church 
makes  me  think  that  I  should  have 
remained  a  Baptist  and  “reformed" 
those  Baptist  churches  and  seminaries 
into  Methodist  churches  and  seminaries. 

John  H,  Lindell 
Austin,  Texas 

Christ,  not  Scripture, 
is  our  final  authority 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  “Affirmation  of  Scriptural 
Christianity"  (TM/  UMR,  August  1) 
with  great  interest.  In  my  opinion  it  Is  an 
excellent  statement,  though  I  cannot 


fully  concur  with  everything  in  it.  The 
section  on  ethics  is  particularly  good,  and 
could  well  form  the  basis  for  a 
meaningful  and  productive  dialogue 
between  “liberals”  and  “conservatives” 
in  our  denomination. 

I  must  take  issue  with  one  statement  in 
the  section  of  the  affirmation  dealing 
with  the  Scriptures.  The  affirmation 
states:  “They  (the  Scriptures)  are  to  be 
received  through  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the 
guide  and  final  authority  for  the  faith  and 
conduct  of  individuals  and  the  doctrines 
and  life  of  the  church.” 

I  suggest  that  Christ  himself,  not  the 
Scriptures  —  which  bear  witness  to  Him 
—  is  the  final  authority.  It’s  true,  of 
course,  that  we  would  know  nothing 
about  Christ  if  it  were  not  for  the 
Scriptures.  But  Christ  is  Lord  of  all 
things,  including  the  Scriptures,  or  He  is 
Lord  of  nothing. 

Many  things  in  the  Bible  are  contrary 
to  His  teachings  and  His  spirit.  It  is  by 
His  teachings  and  His  spirit  that  the 
Scriptures  must  be  judged. 

We  like  to  have  everything  in  black  and 
white,  but  some  things  cannot  be 
adequately  expressed  in  print.  We  must 
always  try  to  go  beyond  the  letter  to  the 
spirit. 

Robert  H.  Hines 
Gainesville,  Florida 

It  is  refreshing  to  see 
groups  deal  with  theology 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  refreshing  to  see  that  there  are 
groups  such  as  “Good  News”  who  are 
interested  in  re-working  the  theological 
stance  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  I 
appreciate  their  efforts. 

However,  they  are  making  a  basic 
theological  error  when  they  talk  about 
Scriptural  Christianity  as  if  the  New 
Testament  gave  birth  to  the  church.  We 
need  to  keep  the  historical  form  clear  — 
the  church  gave  birth  to  the  New 
Testament. 

I  am  a  Trinitarian.  While  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  support  such  a  view,  It  is  the 
theology,  creed  and  writings  by  the 
church  fathers  and  the  church  council 
that  most  clearly  define  trinity 
teachings. 

Again,  when  Good  News  makes  a 
statement  about  Holy  Scriptures  they 
say,  “Holy  Scriptures  contain  all  that  Is 
necessary  for  our  knowledge  of  God's 
sovereign  and  will,"  Even  Jesus  did  not 
put  that  kind  of  confidence  in  sacrpd 
Writings.  He  said,  “But  the  Counselor', 
the  Holy  Spirit,  whom  the  Father  Will 
send  in  my  name,  he  will  teach  you  all 
things,"  John  14:26a.  This  indicates  to 
me  that  God’s  revelation  is  not  closed  but 
is  ongoing  and  speaks  through  the  church 
today. 

Walter  B.  Lunsford 
Mendota,  Illinois 

'Good  Mews'  is  straining 
gnats ,  swallowing  camels 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  August  1st  issue,  much  space  is 
devoted  to  the  United  Methodists  for 
Scriptural  Christianity  (Good  News), 
and  rightly  so.  They  are  a  significant 
interest-group  in  our  church. 

For  some  time  I  have  followed  their 
“declarations"  and  “statements"  with 
interest.  Perhaps  it  is  because  I  want 
them  (or  someone)  to  make  a  case  that 
will  give  guidance  and  vigor  to  the  whole 


church;  I  pray  someone  will  with  God’s 
help. 

I  must  say  that  so  far,  I  have  been 
disappointed.  Discourse  has  given  way  to 
rhetoric.  Of  course  Prof.  Mickey  is  right 
—  j’^t  does  matter  what  you  believe";  no 
one  —  “evangelical",  “liberal”,  “or¬ 
thodox",  or  "radical”  —  disputes  that. 
The  issue  is  not  “what”;  it  is  how  you 
believe.  Are  any  of  us  willing  to  “do 
theology”  in  the  sense  of  living  it  out  in 
our  lives?  Are  we,  any  of  us,  guilty *of 
tithing  our  mint,  dill  and  cummin  while 
neglecting  justice,  mercy  and  faith¬ 
fulness  (Matt.  23  :  23-24)?  Perhaps  our 
mint,  dill,  and  cummin  are  “scriptural 
Christianity",  “right  doctrine",  and 
“evangelical  missionaries”.  Or, 
perhaps,  they  are  “social  change," 
“group  process",  or  “minority  im¬ 
plementation".  All  of  them  smack  of 
salvation  by  the  Law. 

The  point  is,  I  think,  that  God  is  love  (I 
John  4:16b),  and  we  are  called  to  love  (I 
John  4:7a).  How  do  I  love  a  homosexual? 
I  struggle  to  understand  that,  and  it  tears 
me  up.  I  don’t  know  for  sure,  and  yet,  I 
must  try,  “for  God  is  Love."  How  do  I 
help  a  53-year  old  woman,  a  mother  and 
wife  for  thirty  years,  deal  with  a  divorce 
brought  on  by  a  husband’s  decision  to 
marry  another  woman?  It  taxes 
everything  I’ve  got;  and  yet,  “God  is 
love".  I  perceive  that  “Good  News”  is 
caught  like  the  rest  of  us  in  the  task  of 
straining  gnats  and  swallowing  camels.  I 
pray  that  they  (and  the  “liberals", 
“orthodox”,  or  what-have-you)  and  I 
may  become  more  concerned  about  more 
important  matters.  The  Word  of  God  is 
more  powerful  than  any  seminary 
professor  or  evangelical  preacher;  it 
breaks  through  all  barriers  and  pushes 
us  up  against  the  wall  of  our  pride,  and 
egotism,  and  self-revelation,  and 
declares  “I  AM”. 

I  guess  this  rambling  letter  is  to  say  to 
my  brother  and  sisters  of  Good  News, 
press  on  and  put  behind  you  the  gnats  and 
camels ;  help  us  forge  a  new  vision  for  the 
proclamation  of  Christ's  Good  News  in 
this  anxious,  post-Christian,  post- 
American,  “world-come-of-age".  That,  I 
think,  is  the  real  task  of  the  Church  of 
J  esus  Christ  right  now  —  not 
“evangelical  seminaries"  vs.  “liberal 
seminaries",  not  EMC  vs.  BGM,  and  not 
“us"  vs.  “them".  Let  us  “offer  Christ"  to 
all  those  “In  the  fields"  through  our 
words  and  deeds  of  love,  whatever  our 
theology,  for  that  is  the  true  crucible  of 
faith,  the  crucifying  principle  of  love. 

Randy  Smith 

Slmonton,  Texas 

TM/UMR  is  ‘ no  different * 

from  other  newspapers 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  quite  upset  upon  discovering  that 
you  are  no  different  than  the  other 
newspapers  —  tearing  down  instead  of 
building  up. 

You  have  never  written  one  thing  about 
the  gqpd  works  of  Kathryn  Kuhlman  (not 
Just  tt^e  healings,  but  how  she  makes  you 
know  God  is  your  Father  and  you  can 
take  all  your  problems  to  Him,  big  or 
small)  but  as  soon  as  there  is  a  hint  of  a 
scandal,  you  Jump  on  the  bandwagon 
(TM/  UMR,  July  18). 

I  jam  a  Methodist,  but  from  where  I  am, 
thejJJnited  Methodist  Church  doesn’t  get 
to  tjio  basic  root  of  what  It’s  all  about.  We 
are  so  full  of  theology,  we  can't  see  the 
forest  for  the  trees.  We  should  get  back  to 
the  spirit  of  John  Wesley  and  personalize 
our  theology  to  a  doing  and  caring 
theplogy  to  help  our  fellowman  find  God 
and  himself  and  to  have  inner  peace. 

Mrs.  Allan  R.  Lawrence 

Baltimore,  Maryland 


Varied  views  on  ‘membership  loss’ 


To  the  Editor: 

Please  permit  me  to  express  my  deep, 
personal  gratitude  (and  I  feel  I  speak  for 
millions  of  global  Methodists)  for  your 
July  18th  editorials,  “Member  loss: 
problem  or  symptom?”  and  “We  must 
share  ‘Bread  of  Life’  ’’. 

Copies  of  these  two  editorials  should  be 
sent  to  every  United  Methodist  district 
superintendent,  and  he  should  be 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
distribution  and  placing  heavy  emphasis 
upon  their  great  spiritual  significance 
across  his  district. 

You  have  sounded  a  mighty  note.  May 
our  elected  and  appointed  leadership, 
throughout  our  Methodism,  hear  it 
clearly  NOW. 

There  is  at  this  hour,  throughout 
Methodism,  a  great,  great  spiritual 
hunger  and  thirst  among  our  laity  and 
many  of  the  clergy.  Why?  Simply 
because,  as  you  stated  John  Wesley's 
fear,  Methodism  is  today  maintaining 
“the  form  of  religion  without  having 
religious  substance.” 

We  must  know  and  believe  this  —  our 
Methodism,  laity  and  clergy,  will 
respond  with  a  spiritual  commitment 
reminiscent  of  our  precious  heritage  — 
the  Wesleyan  revival  —  when  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  and  His  gospel 
are  lifted  up  as  first  and  foremost. 

J.  R.  Bunts 

El  Paso,  Texas 
Dean  Kelly's  ideas 
fall  short  of  reality 
To  the  Editor: 

From  your  report  of  Dean  Kelly's  talk 
to  a  recent  evangelism  seminar  in  Dallas 
(“Author  says  UMC  needs  higher 
membership  cost,”  TM/  UMR,  July  11), 
he  seems  to  be  saying  still  what  he  said  in 
his  book,  “Why  Conservative  Churches 
are  Growing.” 

Of  the  many  shortcomings  of  that  book, 
these  three  need  especially  to  be  noted : 


(1)  He  does  not  account  adequately  for 
the  periods  of  phenomenal  growth  of  the 
“mainline  denominations"  —  when  they 
did  not  have  the  institutionally  oriented 
membership  requirements  which  he 
maintains  are  essential  to  membership 
growth  (such  as  1944-57);  (2)  He  fails  to 
see  the  correlation  in  his  “growing” 
churches  between  their  growth  and  their 
failure  to  challenge  their  members’ 
cultural  values  with  Biblical-Christian 
values.  Also,  he  fails  to  see  the 
correlation  in  the  "mainline 
denominations”  between  their  lack  of 
growth  and  the  fact  that  sometimes,  a 
little  bit,  they  have  challenged  their 
member’s  cultural  values  with  Biblical-' 
Christian  values.  (Certainly  we  haven’t 
done  it  much  or  enough.  If  we  did,  there 
would  be  more  than  lack  of  growth. 
Crucifixion,  maybe?)  (3)  Though  he 
tries,  he  never  can  quite  get  it  through  his 
head  that  in  the  church,  institutional 
growth  is  not  as  important  as  faithfulness 
to  Christ. 

This  is  not  to  say  we  “mainline 
denominations”  don’t  need  our  ears 
boxed.  It’s  just  that  Mr.  Kelly  does 
poorly,  and  on  the  wrong  issues. 

Wm.  I.  Smith 

Ada,  Oklahoma 

Membership  article 
missed  financial  point 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  article  and  editorial  dealt  with 
“What  the  United  Methodist  Church 
requires  of  its  members”  (TM/  UMR, 
July  11).  In  them.  Dean  Kelly’s  speech 
regarding  this  matter  was  quoted,  but 
editorial  comments  seemed  to  by-pass 
the  main  financial  point  he  was  making: 
“If  church  commitment  costs  little,  you 
live  as  if  it  is  worth  little.  Cost  includes 
greater  giving.  If  that  isn’t  required  in 
membership  vows,  the  moral  and 
spiritual  commitments  become  lip- 


All  comments  on  the  speech  avoided 
this  financial  aspect  which  many  con¬ 
servative  groups  emphasize  today. 
Among  too  many  United  Methodist  laity 
and  clergy  today,  tithing  is  taboo  —  it’s 
considered  “too  legalistic."  But  it  is  the 
tithers  who  keep  many  churches  afloat 
on  today’s  stormy  seas.  Until  more 
United  Methodists  commit  themselves  to 
higher  financial  standards  as 
qualification  for  membership,  their 
church  relationship  will  continue  to  be 
regarded  lightly.  “Where  your  treasure 
is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also"  still  is 
experiential  fact.Jtte  easy  to  detect  those 
who  “talk”  tithing,  and  those  who 
practice  it. 

“Contemporary  Shock"  results  when  a 
congregation’s  financial  leaders 
estimate  its  members’  probable  income, 
and  then  compute  what  one-tenth  of  it 
would  be.  After  doing  so,  must  churches 
complaining  “We  are  at  our  giving 
limit!”  discover  how  little  their  mem¬ 
bers  are  giving.  Even  10%  of  “take-home 
pay”  would  shock  most  finance  com¬ 
mittees  out  of  their  fiscal  bomb-shelters! 

Every  United  Methodist  Church  has 
the  potential  within  its  membership  to  do 
anything  it  needs  to  do  financially  and 
programatically.  The  problem  is  — 
motivating  the  present  members  to  meet 
their  financial  commitment  as 
Christians.  Until  that  happens,  most 
members  will  continue  giving  the  dollar 
or  two  a  week  that  represents  less  than 
the  tithe  of  an  old-age  assistance  check. 

Nor  do  we  disparage  the  giving  of 
many  older  members.  Their  propor¬ 
tionate  giving  often  puts  the  rest  of  us  to 
shame.  We  younger  members  simply 
need  to  catch  up  with  their  commitment, 
and  give  our  proportionate  share.  We 
have  yet  to  discover  how  to  “give  until  it 
feels  good!”  Every  tither  knows  that 
feeling.  . „  , 

Bernard  L.  Cook 
New  York,  New  York 


‘Good  News’  for 

Thomas  Frank  OUr  S etTblOOr  1C S  ^ 


By  THOMAS  E.  FRANK 

I  have  no  particular  desire  to 
defend  United  Methodist  seminaries 
from  “evangelical”  criticism  as 
expressed  by  Dr.  Edmund  Robb  at 
the  Good  News  Convocation 
(TM/  UMR,  August  1).  After  all,  no 
seminary  student  can  move  through 
his  or  her  course  of  study  without 
developing  many  negative  reactions 
and  simultaneously  an  idealism 
about  how  ministerial  education 
ought  to  be  conducted.  As  a  recent 
M.  Div.  graduate,  I  have  many 
criticisms  of  my  own  accompanied 
by  ideas  for  reform. 

So  it  is  not  criticism  of  seminaries 
per  se  that  annoys  me;  rather  it  is 
the  trite,  unimaginative,  and  naive 
objections  and  proposals  set  forth  by 
the  “Evangelicals.”  As  long  as  there 
have  been  seminaries,  many  local 
church  leaders,  especially  ministers 
(seminary  graduates),  have  intoned 
with  the  voice  of  experience  the 
same  tired  refrain.  They  have  said 
and  still  say  that  (l)  the  seminaries 
train  academically  but  give 
inadequate  organizational  training; 
(2)  the  faculty  tears  down  the 
students’  beliefs  instead  of  building 
them  up;  and  (3)  students  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  explore  theological  fads 
instead  of  Wesleyan  tradition.  Dr. 
Robb’s  speech  could  have  been 
made  in  1920  or  in  1875,  for  that 
matter  ;  but  isn’t  it  discouraging  that 
the  dateline  is  1975? 

For  years  the  seminaries  have 
been  seeking  ways  to  teach 
organizational  skills  to  prospective 
ministers.  Of  late,  it  is  preciselv  Dr 
Robb’s  vocabulary  of  “organiza 
tional  techniques,”  “planning  pro 
cedures,"  “conceptualizing  prior 
itie8,"  and  the  “Peter  Principle 
that  has  dominated  in  practical 
training.  Everyone  reads  Peter 
Drucker  and  Laurence  Peter  and 
learns  how  to  analyze  organizational 
structure.  But  as  any  business 
school  teacher  can  tell  you,  the 
simple  truth  is  that  management  is 
learned  by  managing,  not  by  listen¬ 
ing  to  someone  explain  how  to  man¬ 
age.  For  that  very  reason,  most  of 
our  seminaries  appear  to  be  moving 
toward  field  education  or  action- 
reflection  models  for  training  In 
practical  skills. 

Why  sudden  Interest 
in  structure? 

The  more  interesting  question, 
though,  is  why  “evangelical"  ad¬ 
vocates,  whose  moving  force  is  the 
Holy  Spirit,  are  suddenly  so  in¬ 
terested  In  structure,  even  to  the 
extent  of  proposing  an  “evangelical 
jurisdiction"  and  a  seminary  to  feed 
into  it.  Sociological  studies  have 
shown  the  steps  that  reform 
movements  such  as  Good  News 
follow  —  from  the  charismatic 
beginning  to  initial  structures  of 
continuity  to  Institutionalized 
hierarchies,  agencies,  and  depart¬ 
ments  to  formalized  leadership  and 
training  patterns  and  so  on.  Good 
News  appears  to  be  well  down  the 
road  toward  the  hardening  of  ar¬ 
teries  that  we  all  suffer  and  we  may 
expect  them  to  assume  the 
sluggishness  of  the  rest  of  the  church 


certainly  within  twenty  years. 

The  seminaries  are  also  accused 
of  a  false  pluralism  that  debunks 
“evangelical"  theology  while 
promoting  liberal  options  of  every 
sort.  This  criticism,  too,  is  presented 
as  though  it  were  the  latest 
discovery  of  discriminating 
“evangelical"  minds,  when  in 
reality  it  has  always  been  the  tail  on 
the  seminary  kite.  The  prior 
question  of  theological  education  is 
and  ever  shall  be,  how  to  open  up  to 
students  a  conviction  of  the  Gospel 
that  is  rooted  in  the  person,  that  is 
communicable  to  others  in  word  and 
act,  that  is  tolerant  of  the  faith  of 
others,  and  that  is  conversant  with 
the  intellectual  traditions  that  have 
nurtured  Christian  thought  through 
the  ages:  art,  literature,  history, 
philosophy  and  science.  Such  a 
faithful  conviction  is  a  life-long 
effort  that  can  be  assumed  in  the  end 
only  by  the  person,  who  may  happen 
to  pass  through  the  halls  of  a 
seminary  for  a  few  years  out  of  a 
lifetime.  As  hard  as  faculties 
struggle  with  methods  and 
programs  —  and  perhaps  they  are 
not  creative  enough  —  finally  it  is 
the  integrity  and  perseverance  of 
the  student  that  must  carry  him  or 
her  into  and  through  the  ministry. 

A  Sorry  Critique 

Thus,  it  is  a  sorry  critique  to  indict 
seminaries  for  not  offering  help  in 
building  up  a  student’s  faith.  Such 
only  reflects  the  sheep  mentality 
that  has  afflicted  American 
education  too  long.  The  student  who 
attends  seminary  as  a  passive 
receptacle  for  formulary  statements 
that  allegedly  “build  faith"  will 
never  be  an  “evangelical”  or  any 
other  type  of  leader.  Only  students 
with  an  inner  core  of  integrity  and 
conviction  will  have  the  nerve  to 
inquire,  the  courage  to  risk 
leadership,  and  the  expansiveness  of 
soul  to  tolerate  and  love  others. 

What  will  it  solve  to  “entrust"  two 
of  our  seminaries  to  “evangelical 
boards  of  trustees?"  Will  it  produce 
a  ministerial  generation  of  small 
minds  and  weak  wills  bolstered  by 
management  techniques  and  Gospel 
slogans?  Who  of  academic  and  in¬ 
tellectual  Integrity  will  teach  at  a 
school  that  refuses  to  engage  op¬ 
posing  views,  scholarly  or  other¬ 
wise?  How  will  these  schools  be 
financed,  given  the  ballooning  costs 
of  higher  education?  Will  they 
continue  Methodism’s  historic 
connection  with  universities  or  will 
they  be  Isolated  from  the  rest  of  the 
academic  community?  By  what 
criterion  and  by  whom  will  such 
seminaries  be  adjudged  “evangeli¬ 
cal"? 

But  above  all  I  ask,  How  is  this 
Good  Nows  idea  not  schismatic? 

“Here  I  Stand"  If  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may 
express  their  concerns  and  opinions 
about  the  ohurah. 

This  weak's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  E,  Frank,  Is  a  PhD  student 
at  Emory  University  In  Atlanta,  and 
a  member  of  the  Missouri  East 
Annual  Conference. 


•.wyyyyyyyyyyy. 


TM/UMR  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  just  like  to  express  my  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  good  job  which  you  are 
doing  in  the  publication  of  TM/  UMR. 
We  receive  the  edition  entitled  "The 
Scribe”  which  you  publish  for  the  Willow 
Glen  United  Methodist  Church  in  San 
Jose,  California.  We  are  missionaries  of- 
the  World  Division  who  are  partially 
supported  by  that  church. 

I  believe  that  our  United  Methodist 
Church  is  very  fortunate  to  have  a 
publication  such  as  TM/  UMR  to  present 
current  topics  in  a  pleasing  format,  and 
to  be  a  forum  in  which  the  crucial  issues 
of  our  time  may  be  discussed.  Please 


continue  and  expand  the  good  work 
which  you  are  doing. 

Vincent  A.  Rutherford 
Boulder  Creek,  California 


G&kesbury 


1975-76 
Church  and 
Church 
School 
Supply 
Catalog 

If  you're  looking  for  a  complete 
source  of  church  and  church  school 
supplies,  you  can  have  it  free  of 
charge  in  Cokesbury's  1975-76 
Church  and  Church  School  Supply 
Catalog.  Everything  you  need  from 
sanctuary  furniture  to  office  supplies 
to  add  beauty  and  efficiency  in  the 
operation  of  your  church  services! 
You  can  get  this  excellent  catalog  by 
completing  the  coupon  below  and 
mailing  it  to  the  Regional  Service 
Center  serving  your  area.  Why  not 
do  it  today? 

Please  send  me  the  FREE  i 975-76 
Church  and  Church  School  Supply 
Catalog  from  Cokesbury. 
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Translated,  this  means  you 
helping  another  person  — 
sharing  with  that  person 
out  of  the  blessings  God 
has  given  you.  Example: 

•  A  global  program  for 
peace  and  the  self-de¬ 
velopment  of  peoples. 

•  A  person  led  to  Christ 
through  our  cooperative 
radio  and  TV  programs. 

•  Lives  changed  because 
someone,  supported  by 
your  World  Service  gift, 
provided  a  presence  and 
a  support  ministry  at 
crucial  times  and  places. 
You  have  a  responsibility 
in  this  process.  Be  gener¬ 
ous  with  your  World  Ser¬ 
vice  gift;  and  encourage 
your  church  to  pay  its 
apportionment  in  full. 


For  ideas  and 
information  about 
World  Service,  write 

United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  Street 
Evanston,  III.  60201 
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Lay  pastors  neglected? 

Ministry  official  views  progress  and  problems 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  more  than  27,000 
ministers,  of  whom  4,113  —  or  ap¬ 
proximately  15  per  cent  —  are  lay 
pastors.  Yet  this  group  of  ministers  has 
been  called  by  many  leaders  “the  only 
disenfranchised  group”  in  the  church. 
Staff  writers  Sharon  Mielke  and  Pat  Sites 
contacted  several  leaders  and  lay 
pastors  to  discover  what  the  problems 
are  and  wrote  the  two  articles  on  this 
page. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

The  lay  pastor  is  a  ‘man  without  a 
country’  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
according  to  an  official  responsible  for 
lay  pastor  training. 

The  lay  pastor  can’t  vote  in  the  annual 
conference,  has  no  job  security  and  is 
restricted  in  serving  the  sacraments. 

What  is  the  church  doing  about  it? 

Legislation  now  under  consideration 
will  improve  some  of  his  lot,  but  high 
church  officials  admit  some  of  the  per¬ 
tinent  issues  have  not  yet  been  touched 
on. 

Dr.  Robert  Thornberg,  head  of  the 
division  of  the  ordained  ministry,  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  told 
TM/  UMR  that  the  Commission  to  Study 
the  Ministry  has  made  substantial 
progress  in  its  job  of  preparing  new 
legislation  governing  the  office  and 
function  of  the  minister  for  the  1976 
General  Conference.  However,  proposed 
legislation  still  “has  not  faced”  the 
disenfranchisement  (lack  of  vote)  of  the 
4,113  lay  pastors. 

A  lay  pastor  in  the  church  is  a 
layperson  or  theological  student  who 
serves  a  church  when  trained  ministerial 
leadership  is  not  available. 

The  problem  with  the  lay  pastor,  said 
Dr.  Thornberg,  “lies  in  being  both  lay 


and  ordained  at  the  same  time.”  As  a 
pastor,  he  loses  his  rights  as  a  layperson 
to  be  represented  at  the  annual  con¬ 
ference,  and  as  a  layperson  he  loses 
ministerial  privileges. 

Proposed  legislation,  which  goes 
before  the  full  commission  in  September, 
will  provide  a  new  way  of  testing  the 
capabilities  of  a  person  who  wants  to 
enter  the  ministry.  And  the  entry  process 
will  be  the  same  for  the  person  who  goes 
to  seminary  as  for  the  person  who  takes 
the  authorized  ministerial  courses  of 
study. 

A  person  who  serves  a  church  during 
this  “candidacy”  will  be  licensed  for  the 
interim  under  the  new  proposal  and 
called  a  “lay  pastor.”  After  certain 
educational  requirements  are  com¬ 
pleted,  the  lay  pastor  can  become  either 
an  associate  or  full  member  of  the  annual 
conference. 

Problems  partially  touched 

Meanwhile,  the  problems  for  the 
present  lay  pastor  have  only  been  par¬ 
tially  touched  by  the  new  legislative 
proposals: 

•  A  lay  pastor  cannot  administer  the 
sacraments  except  under  supervised  and 
special  circumstances; 

•  A  lay  pastor,  some  persons  claim, 
labors  under  a  kind  of  psychological 
discrimination,  or  stigma,  because  he/ 
she  can  preach  and  lead,  but  is  not 
authorized  to  do  the  whole  work  of 
ministry; 

•  A  lay  pastor  does  not  have  voting 
rights  in  the  annual  conference; 

•  A  lay  pastor  has  no  job  security  or 
claim  to  an  appointment  by  a  bishop; 
he/  she  serves  at  the  need  and  con¬ 
venience  of  the  church; 

•  A  double  standard  extends  into 
salaries,  pensions,  insurance  and 
hospitalization,  housing  and  travel,  in 


Crosses  disappear  from 
W.  Maryland  College 


WESTMINSTER,  Md.  -  United 
Methodists  who  attend  summer  events  at 
Western  Maryland  College  here  this  year 
are  likely  to  notice  something  different. 
The  crosses  which  have  stood  atop  the 
campus's  "Big  Baker"  and  "Little 
Baker"  chapels  as  a  symbol  of  the 
school's  heritage  are  gone. 

College  officials  have  had  the  crosses 
removed  as  a  further  step  toward 
establishing  the  severance  of  all  ties 
between  Western  Maryland  and  the 
church,  (See  TM/  UMR,  April  IB.) 

Where  are  the  crosses  now?  "In 
storage,  and  they  are  likely  to  stay 
there,"  Western  Maryland  president,  Dr. 
Ralph  John,  reported  in.  recent  Issues  of 
Baltimore  and  Peninsula  Conferences 
newspapers,  editions  of  TM/UMR, 

Dr.  John  Indicated  that  removal  of  the 
cross  was  one  of  the  conditions  of  the 
settlement  which  led  to  dismissal  of  a 
court  Bull  aimed  at  denying  federal  and 
state  funds  for  the  college.  Litigation  of 
the  suit  had  stretched  over  a  three  year 
period  and  cost  the  college  nearly  $75,000 
annually  In  fees. 

A  federal  district  court  had  ruled  In 
favor  of  Western  Maryland  and  the  four 
Roman  Catholic  colleges  who  were  also 
defendants  In  the  case.  The  plaintiffs,  In 
cooperation  with  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State  and  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  then 
appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which 
had  agreed  to  hear  the  case. 

It  wbb  at  this  point,  In  April  of  this 
year,  that  officials  of  Western  Maryland 
decided  to  accept  the  terms  of  a  set¬ 
tlement  rather  than  await  the  outcome  of 
the  Supreme  Court  Decision. 

Asked  whether  he  had  any  indication 
that  the  high  court  would  rule  against  the 
college,  President  John  said  that  “in  our 
judgment  there  was  high  risk  in  the 
case.”  At  stake  were  $373,000  in 


unrestricted  state  and  federal  funds  for 
1975  and  similar  amounts  annually. 

According  to  President  John, 
"removing  the  cross  puts  us  In  a  more 
honest  position,  How  do  you  say  that 
Western  Maryland  Is  a  non-sectarian 
Institution  enforcing  no  particular 
religious  position  and  leaving  each 
student  free  to  find  his  own  beliefs,  while 
displaying  such  a  conspicuous  symbol  of 
one  religious  tradition?" 

While  the  cross  has  been  removed  as  a 
permanent,  fixed  feature,  "any  group  is 
free  to  put  up  a  cross  for  religious  ser¬ 
vices  or  to  use  any  symbolism  they 
wish.” 

President  John  expressed  his  belief 
that  “the  cross  is  only  a  symbol  — 
existentially  religion  Is  most  real  in  the 
lives  and  labors  of  people."  He  further 
maintained  that  "there  is  no  change  in 
the  purposes  of  the  college,  its  personnel 
or  program.  These  things  reflect  as  fully 
the  heritage  of  the  institution  as  per- 
viously.” 


Commission’s  findings  missed 
‘real  issue’  according  to  NAIC 


By  NOAH  LONG 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  The  Native 
American  minister  whose  firing  last 
April  from  a  staff  position  in  the  National 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (BGM)  set  off  a  con¬ 
troversy,  has  charged  that  the  real  issue 
in  his  dismissal  is  one  of  “political 
suppression  of  one  ethnic  group  by 
another.” 

The  Rev.  Homer  Noley  made  the 
charge  in  a  statement  released  to  the 
press  following  a  July  21  ruling  by  the 
denomination’s  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race,  which  exonerated  the  BGM  of 
any  “racial  motivation”  in  his  dismissal 
(see  TM/  UMR,  August  1). 

Supporting  Mr.  Noley’s  statements 
was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface, 
chairman  of  the  National  American 
Indian  Committee  (NAIC),  an  unofficial 
caucus  of  Native  Americans  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  his  statement,  Mr.  Noley  charged 
that  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  is  attempting  to  “draw  attention 
away  from  the  real  issue”  in  his 
dismissal.  He  said  the  issue  has  never 
been  one  of  racism,  but  one  of 
“ideological  conflict”  between  Indians 
and  Blacks. 

(The  Black-Indian  issue  has  arisen 
over  the  fact  that  the  chief  administrator 
responsible  for  carrying  out  the 
dismissal  of  Mr.  Noley  was  Dr.  Randolph 
Nugent,  who  is  black.  Mr.  Noley  and 
others  in  the  NAIC  have  claimed  that  Mr. 
Noley’s  dismissal  was  motivated  by  a 


conflict  in  interests  between  the  two 
ethnic  groups.) 

On  another  issue  raised  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  ruling,  Mr. 
Roughface  said  the  commission’s 
“warning”  against  ethnic  groups  form¬ 
ing  an  “exclusive”  alliance  was 
“uncalled  for  and  unfair  to  non-Black 
ethnic  groups.” 

“If  it  appears  that  Native  Americans, 
the  NAIC  or  any  other  Native  American 
group  in  the  church  appears  ‘exclusive’  it 
will  just  have  to  appear  that  way.  We 
have  no  other  recourse  than  to  act  that 
way  at  this  time,”  Mr.  Roughface  said. 

“If  the  commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  is  serious  about  removing  the 
question  of  race  from  the  Native 
American  staff  termination  dispute,  then 
they  have  made  a  grave  error  in  using 
their  statement  to  issue  a  ‘warning’  to 
Asian-Americans,  Hispanics,  and  Native 
Americans  against  forming  intra¬ 
minority  alliances,  which  exclude 
Blacks.  That  warning  is  presumptuous 
on  the  part  of  the  commission,  irrelevant 
to  the  present  dispute  and  will  not  be 
taken  seriously  by  the  Native  American 
community,”  Mr.  Noley  said. 

“Native  American  people  must  be  free 
within  the  church  to  develop  their  own 
strategies  and  implement  them  without 
the  fear  of  suppression  by  black  or  white 
church  executives  who  do  not  understand 
those  strategies  or  who  are  politically 
opposed  to  them,”  Mr.  Noley  concluded. 

Mr.  Long  is  editor  of  " The  Advocate,” 
a  TM-UMR  edition  of  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference. 


many  conferences ; 

•  A  lay  pastor  cannot  become  a 
member  of  annual  conferences  in  three 
of  the  five  jurisdictions  because  of  “the 
seminary  rule”  which  means  only 
seminary  graduates  can  be  full  mem¬ 
bers. 

Early  day  lay  pastors 
Yet,  the  church  has  had  a  practical 
need  for  lay  pastors  since  its  earliest 
beginnings,  according  to  Dr.  Albert 
Outler,  professor  emeritus  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Dallas. 

“John  Wesley’s  ‘preachers’  would  be 
the  most  similar  to  today’s  lay  pastors, 
who  are  committed  to  ministry  without 
ordination,”  said  Dr.  Outler,  an  authority 
on  Wesley. 

“Wesley  and  others  such  as  Charles 
Whitfield  and  Samuel  Clark  began  as 
ordained  presbyters  in  the  Church  of 
England,”  he  said.  “Then  the  revival 
started  to  spread  and  Wesley  had  to 
develop  lay  support  systems.  It  was 
almost  his  accidental  discovery  that 
some  of  these  people  had  the  gifts  and 
graces  for  preaching  and  leading,  so  he 
pragmatically  developed  the  process  of 
lay  ministry. 

“All  of  his  early  preachers,  except  four 
or  five,  were  unordained  lay  folk.  They 
were  appointed  as  his  ‘personal 
representatives’  and  were  first,  and 
foremost,  evangelists." 

The  concept  of  the  lay  preacher  as  a 
personal  representative  has  changed,  but 
the  practical  need  for  laypersons  to  serve 
churches  has  continued. 

“Every  congregation  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  a  right  to  a  pastor ; 
there  cannot  be  an  open  appointment.  So 
the  district  superintendent  who  has 
churches  without  ministers,  reaches  out 
for  the  mid-career  or  retired  layperson 
who  has  expressed  an  interest  in  the 
ministry.  The  lay  pastor  fills  the  spot.” 
That  is  the  practical  situation  as 
described  by  Dr.  Claus  Rohlfs,  director 
of  the  conference  courses  of  study  school 
held  each  summer  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

“The  real  scandal  In  the  church,”  Dr. 
Thornberg  said,  “is  that  a  number  of 
churches  are  being  served  'bootlegged 
sacraments’,  which  means  that  lay 
pastors  not  qualified  by  disciplinary 
standards,  are  administering  them  while 
responsible  people  pretend  as  though  it's 
not  going  on.” 

What  difference  to  church? 

Whether  or  not  it  makes  any  difference 
to  members  of  local  congregations  that 
they  are  served  by  a  lay  pastor  depends, 
Dr.  Outler  said,  on  the  peoples'  needs  and 
expectations. 

“If  what  the  local  churchperson  ex¬ 
pects  and  needs  is  significant,  authentic, 
spiritual  leadership  and  pastoral  care,  a 
lay  pastor  can  be  just  as  suitable  as  a 
person  with  certain  credentials.  The  test, 
according  to  Wesley,  depends  on  their 
'gifts,  graces,  and  fruits'.  If  they  have 
these,  they  are  commissioned  of  God  to 
serve,”  Dr.  Outler  said. 

“It  probably  means  nothing  to  the 
member  of  a  large  church  which  can 
afford  ministerial  leadership,  but  it 
would  make  a  lot  of  difference  to  the 
person  in  a  small  church,  often  rural, 
that  can’t  get  pastoral  leadership  in  any 
other  way,”  Dr.  Rohlfs  said. 

Seminary  professors  and  faculty  of  the 
summer  school  at  Perkins  reported  that 
lay  pastors  tend  to  have  inherent 
pastoring  skills,  a  maturity  of 
relationships  with  persons,  and  a  high 
degree  of  motivation  and  dedication. 

The  lay  pastor  makes  an  enormous 
difference  to  the  ethnic  minority  church¬ 
es,  according  to  Dr.  Rohlfs.  The 
denomination  is  desperately  short  of 
pastors  for  every  ethnic  group  -  Hispanic, 
Black,  Native  American,  Asian,  he  said. 

“If  we’re  going  to  have  ministers  for 
minority  churches,  they  are  going  to 
have  to  be  trained  in  the  course  of  study 
program,”  according  to  Dr.  Rohlfs,  an 
admitted  champion  of  the  course. 

Seminary  is  out  for  most  ethnic 
preachers  because  language  is  a  barrier, 
especially  for  Hispanic  and  Native 
Americans.  Their  educational  op¬ 
portunities  often  have  not  adequately 
prepared  them  and  seminary  is  not 
economically  feasible. 

Raul  Quintanilla,  an  Hispanic  lay  pas¬ 
tor  from  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  said,  “Yes, 
seminary  is  a  good  idea,  but  it  would  be 
hard  for  me  to  do.  I  have  only  14  hours  of 
college  and  need  120.  I  am  48  years  old 
and  a  full-time  lay  pastor  as  most  of  us  in 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference  are.  I  can’t  go 
to  school  full-time  and  serve  full-time, 
too.” 

“The  black  pastors  who  are  in  the 
courses  of  study  are  more  often  ‘in  touch’ 
with  the  needs  of  the  mass  of  black 
people  than  many  of  our  seminary  grads 
who  have  educated  themselves  out  of 
existence,”  said  the  Rev.  Zan  W.  Holmes, 
a  black  Dallas  pastor  who  teaches 
preaching  in  the  summer  school. 

“The  genius  of  the  lay  pastor  concept  is 
in  being  able  to  pick  up  anyone  where 
they  are  and  bring  them  into  ministry,” 
Dr.  Thornberg  said.  “But  the  idea  has 
been  corrupted  by  the  ‘warm  body 
theory’  which,  in  practice,  often  results 
in  pushing  someone  into  a  spot  just  for 
the  sake  of  having  someone  there.” 

He  believes  the  new  legislation  will 
help  by  tightening  up  admission  to  the 
ministry  and  by  requiring  candidates  to 
keep  moving  forward  on  a  program 
which  will  bring  them  to  associate 
membership  or  full  membership  with 
voting  rights,  theological  education  and 
some  job  security. 

Dr.  Thornberg  believes  the  proposed 
legislation,  although  lacking  help  in  some 
specific  issues  for  the  lay  pastor,  at  least 
makes  a  “significant  and  legitimate 
category”  out  of  an  unsatisfactory 
compromise  between  local  needs  and  the 
need  for  a  trained  clergy. 
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Restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  begins 


CHICAGO  [UMC]  —  Renewed  effort  to  raise  the  U.S.  portion 
of  the  estimated  11,800,000  needed  to  restore  the  historic 
Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London's  City  Road  was  mapped  here  July 
30  by  the  Save  Wesley's  Chapel  Committee. 

About  $216,000  has  been  received  to  date  In  the  U.S.  toward  a 
goal  of  $875,000,  according  to  the  Rev.  Lee  F.  Tuttle.  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  general  secretary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 


At  left,  a  sign  warning  persons  to  "keep  out"  because  of  the 
dangerous  condition  of  Wesley's  Chapel  In  London's  City  Road 
has  been  replaced  by  one  indicating  that  restoration  of  the 
famous  landmark  has  begun. 

At  right,  workmen  remove  the  statue  of  John  Wesley  from 
the  Chapel  forecourt.  The  statue  will  be  sent  to  a  firm  for 
cleaning  in  Miteham,  Surrey,  England,  where  Wesley  himself 
once  preached. 

PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  SAVE  WESLEY'S  CHAPEL  COMMITTEE 


Lay  pastors  see  Christian  ministry 
as  uneasy  road  with  own  rewards 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Lay  pastors  In  the  United 
Methodist  Church  come  in  all  ages  and 
stages.  But  they  have  one  thing  in 
common:  a  compelling  call  to  ministry 
that  transcends  the  odds  against  them. 

That  was  the  feeling  that  surfaced  last 
week  when  TM/  UMR  invited  some  20 
lay  pastors  to  talk  informally  about  the 
ups  and  downs  of  a  profession  that  some 
persons  have  called  "the  step-child  of  the 
church." 

With  statements  like  these,  members 
agreed  that  the  life  of  a  lay  pastor  Isn’t 
easy  but  it  brings  its  own  rewards: 

"How  can  you  feel  discriminated 
against  when  you  feel  you’ve  been 
liberated  by  a  denomination  that  lets  you 
be  a  lay  pastor?" 

"The  rewards  are  greater  than  money 
or  nobody  would  be  a  lay  pastor." 

"I  don't  like  to  hear  anybody  say  he’s 
'Just'  a  lay  pastor,  You  can't  minimize 
the  call  or  the  ministry  of  a  committed 
lay  pastor," 

The  group  were  members  of  the 
student  council  of  the  Courses  of  Study 
School  for  lay  pastors,  which  was  wind¬ 
ing  up  Its  four-week  session  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  here,  Their  ages 
ranged  from  25  to  60,  They  wore 
predominantly  Texans,  although  a  few 
came  from  annual  conferences  as  far 
away  as  Callfornla-Nevada. 

They  were  obviously  tired  after  four 
weeks  of  Intensive  study  but  exhilarated 
by  the  experience,  too, 

"It's  no  hardship  to  come  here  each 


summer,"  one  father  of  five  declared.  "It 
puts  our  families  under  some  strain,  of 
course,  to  have  us  gone  so  long.  But  it’s 
well  worth  it." 

Lay  pastorate  worth  it 
And  so  is  the  lay  pastorate  worth  it, 
apparently. 

Take  the  Oklahoman  who  retired  after 
twenty  years  as  a  forest  ranger  and  felt 
"the  Lord  could  still  use  me  by  this  route. 
I  don't  have  time  to  go  to  seminary.  I’m 
grateful  I  can  serve  in  this  way." 

Or  the  young  student  lay  pastor  from 
Louisiana.  He  still  plans  to  go  to 
seminary  someday  but  meanwhile  he's 
glad  "the  church  gives  us  several  routes 
to  go.  If  you  don't  want  to  get  locked  Into 
the  seminary  system,  you  have  this  other 
option  for  ministry." 

Or  the  man  now  serving  a  two-point 
charge  in  Texas  who  left  a  $16,000-a-year 
state  government  job  In  mid-career  to  be 
a  lay  pastor  for  $5,800.  "Thai's  what  the 
call  to  preach  will  do  to  you.  I'm  not  that 
concerned  about  a  seminary  degree  and 
all  the  benefits.  I'm  doing  what  I  was 
called  to  do,” 

No  one  In  the  group  claimed,  however, 
that  the  lay  pastorate  is  without 
problems.  There  la  a  double-standard, 
they  admitted,  for  lay  pastors  and 
ministers  who  are  annual  conference 
members.  "It’s  frustrating  to  have  to  do 
a  Job  without  the  tools",  one  man  put  ft. 

The  right  of  lay  pastors  to  perform  the 
sacraments  Is  one  of  those  "tools."  The 
Rev,  Floyd  Richardson,  of  Hagerman, 
N.M.,  said  the  group  will  petition  General 
Conference  for  legislation  allowing 


the  church  today 


Community  halts  plans  for 
refugee  resettlement 

MANCHESTER,  Iowa  (RNS)  -  An 
ecumenical  clergy  group  here  has 
dropped  plans  to  resettle  two  Cambodian 
refugee  families  because  of  opposition  to 
the  refugees  on  the  part  of  some 
residents  of  the  area. 

In  a  statement,  the  Delaware  County 
Ministerial  Fellowship  noted  that  there 
had  been  a  problem  in  attempting  to 
secure  two  houses  in  proximity  to  each 
other  where  the  refugees  could  live.  But 
it  added  that  a  more  serious  factor  is  the 
attitude  of  some  county  residents  who 
strongly  oppose  bringing  any  of  the 
Indochina  refugees  into  the  area. 

The  Rev.  Louis  Aitken,  pastor  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Greeley  and 
Delhi  and  president  of  the  Ministerial 
Fellowship,  said  that  anti-refugee  at¬ 
titudes  “were  certainly  not  those  of  the 
majority  of  people  in  the  county.”  But  he 
commented  that  he  was  “personally 
disappointed”  with  the  bad  feelings  that 
did  exist. 

Linda  Wolfe,  a  coordinator  for  United 
Methodist  Metropolitan  Ministries, 
which  helped  the  ministerial  group 
organize  plans  to  resettle  the  refugees, 
said  she  knew  of  no  other  instances 
where  anti-refugee  feelings  have  sur¬ 
faced  in  Iowa  communities.  The  two 
Cambodian  families  have  been  settled 
elsewhere. 

Petition  to  freeze  church- 
affiliated  broadcasting  rejected 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  —  A 
requested  “freeze”  on  granting 
educational  radio  and  television  licenses 
to  religious  institutions  was  rejected  here 
Aug.  1  by  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission. 

The  action  ended  a  period  of  con¬ 
troversy  which  produced  a  flood  of  let¬ 
ters,  most  of  them  based  on  the  mistaken 
understanding  that  the  proposal  sought 
to  ban  all  religious  broadcasting,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  FCC  and  several  church 
agencies. 

The  decision  was  welcomed  by  the 
Rev.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  executive 
secretary  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  who  said  he  hoped  its 
unanimity  would  “discourage  similar 
movements  in  the  near  future.” 

The  petition,  by  Jeremy  D.  Lansman 
and  Lorenzo  W.  Milam,  California 
broadcast  consultants,  sought  to  stop 
FCC  granting  of  religious  institutions’ 
applications  for  educational  stations 
pending  investigation  as  to  whether  they 
were  meeting  federal  standards  for 


“fairness”  and  for  providing  “truly 
educational"  programming. 
Contributions  to  UMCOR  up 
253  percent  over  1974 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Contributions  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  in  the  first  seven 
months  of  1975  increased  253.5  per  cent 
over  the  same  period  last  year. 

At  the  end  of  July,  the  agency  had 
received  $4,028,677  since  January.  In  the 
comparable  months  of  1974,  gifts  totalled 
$1,139,450. 

The  increase  is  attributed  in  large  part 
to  a  denominational  emphasis  on 
.  alleviation  of  world  hunger. 

Of  $1.5  million  in  new  grants  approved 
here  at  a  mid-summer  UMCOR  meeting, 
$640,000  was  earmarked  for  anti-hunger 
projects. 

The  largest  single  allocation  —  $300,000 
—  went  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Fund  for  Reconstruction  and  Recon¬ 
ciliation  in  Indochina. 

That  brings  to  $900,000  the  amount 
given  by  UMCOR  to  the  ecumenical 
effort  to  rebuild  war  ravaged  areas  of 
Vietnam,  Cambodia  and  Laos. 

World  Methodist  Council 
exec  officers  to  be  elected 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMC)  —  A 
major  agenda  item  at  the  executive 
committee  meeting  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  Aug.  26-28  in  Accra, 
Ghana  will  be  the  election  of  a  new 
general  secretary.  The  officer  will 
succeed  the  Rev.  Lee  F.  Tuttle,  who 
plans  to  retire  at  the  close  of  the  August, 
1976,  World  Methodist  Conference  in 
Dublin,  Ireland. 

New  executive  officers  will  also  be 
elected  at  the  Accra  meeting,  including  a 
chairman  to  succeed  the  present 
chairman,  Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor  Jr., 
New  Jersey  Area  of  the  UMC.  All  officers 
will  be  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  full 
Council  when  it  meets  prior  to  the  Dublin 
conference. 


Position  Wanted 

Position  wanted  as  church  business  manager, 
preferably  in  the  Florida  Conference.  1774 
graduate  of  Florida  Southern  College  with 
degree  In  Business  Management.  One  year 
experience  in  the  business  field.  Write:  Tom 
Miles,  130  Chaucer  Lane,  Winter  Haven,  Fla. 
33880. 


Eyes  Sparkle  Again 

Float  away  dust,  dirt  and  other  irritants  with 
refreshing  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash.  Offers 
prompt  relief  for  sore,  tired,  burning  eyes. 
Aids  natural  healing.  Ask  for  gentle,  genuine 
L'AVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  neighborhood  drug  store. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


bishops  at  their  own  discretion  to  confer 
that  right  on  lay  pastors. 

Another  important  tool  they  lack,  they 
say,  is  the  right  to  vote  at  annual  con¬ 
ference.  A  female  lay  pastor  from 
California-Nevada  said  local 
congregations  find  it  difficult  to  un¬ 
derstand  why  their  pastors  have  no  vote. 

(The  right  of  lay  pastors  to  ministerial 
privileges  and  to  administer  the 
sacraments  was  removed  by  General 
Conference  action  in  1968,  In  1970, 
General  Conference  restored  the  right  to 
administer  the  sacraments  for  those  lay 
pastors  who  were  ordained  deacons  and 
had  completed  two  years  of  the  five-year 
Course  of  Study.) 

Great  despite  drawbacks 

Chances  of  being  appointed  to  serve  a 
church  vary,  of  course.  Understandably, 
one  female  lay  pastor  said,  in  con¬ 
ferences  where  there  is  an  over¬ 
abundance  of  fully-connected  ministers, 
the  lay  pastor  has  a  harder  time.  But 
council  president  Rev.  Ester  Hammond, 
pastor  of  a  threo-polnt  charge  In 
Bogalusa,  says  the  rewards  of  lay 
ministry  are  great  despite  the 
drawbacks.  Mrs.  Hammond,  a  widow 
and  grandmother,  served  a  part-time 
pastorate  for  two  years  will}  a  salary  of 
$75  a  month,  traveling  a  100-mlle  circuit, 
before  receiving  a  full-time,  minimum 
salary  charge  a  year  ago.  "A  whole  new 
life  opened  up  for  me.  I’d  do  It  all  again," 
she  said. 

Mrs.  Hammond  will  receive  her 
college  degree  next  spring  and  then  head 
for  seminary.  "I  think  being  a  woman  I 
should  get  all  the  education  I  can,"  she 
told  TM/  UMR,  She'll  definitely  stay  In 
the  local  church  ministry,  however.  “I'm 
a  preacher,"  she  says. 

For  those  who  aren't  seminary-bound, 
the  Course  of  Study  School  goes  a  long 
way  toward  helping  them  Improve  their 
ministry.  The  Course  provides  a  high 
level  of  education,  they  believe  —  and  It 
also  weeds  out  a  lot  of  people  who  aren't 
committed. 

Meanwhile,  one  lay  pastor  concluded, 
“I'm  fulfilling  the  noeds  of  260  people  in  a 
parish.  I  think  that's  important." 


JOHN 

WESLEY 

“SPEAKS” 

TODAY! 


his  own  words, 
from  his  Journal  and  other  records, 
Wesley  comes  alive  again  on  tapes 
designed  for  spiritual  growth  and 
teaching  in  the  Wesley  tradition! 

#111  —  JOHN  WESLEY  IS  BORN 
AGAIN!  Hear  Wesley  tell  of  his  attempt 
to  find  salvation  through  good  works.  Fail¬ 
ing,  faith  avails  and  miracles  begin.  A 
strong  testimony! 

#  112  —  MIRACLES  NEVER  CEASED! 
Wesley  teaches  that  miracles,  tongues, 
and  gifts  of  the  Spirit  continued  in  the 
church  after  Apostolical  times.  Wesley  had 
no  doubts! 

#113  —  THE  NATURE  OF  CHRISTI¬ 
ANITY!  Wesley  teaches  on  the  nature  of 
true  Christians  and  Christianity. 

#114  —  MIRACLES  IN  EARLY 
METHODISM!  From  his  Journal,  Wesley 
tells  of  the  numerous  supernatural  works 
of  God  in  his  ministry. 

#  115  —  FAITH  THAT  JUSTIFIES  ALL! 
Wesley’s  famous  sermon  on  Faith.  A 
classic  and  a  standard  of  all  Methodist 
doctrine.  Evangelical! 

Now  only  $4.75  each,  all  five  for 
$19.00.  Texas  residents  add  5%  sales 
tax.  Postage  is  prepaid. 

CHRISTIAN  CLASSICS  ON  TAPES. 

Box  683,  Dallas,  Texas.  75221.  Dept.  TM 

I  wish  to  purchase  the  cassette  tapes  numbered 


I  have  enclosed  $  _ 

Name: 


City: 


Zip  Code: 
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Convocation  spawns 
new  worship  fellowship 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


BUCKHANNON.  W.  Va.  (UMC)  -  A 
minority  of  about  300  worship  leaders 
attending  a  national  convocation  on 
worship,  music  and  the  arts  here  August 
3-9  organized  a  national  fellowship  “to 
affirm  the  centrality  of  worship”  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

A  total  of  more  than  1300  ministers, 
choir  directors,  organists,  and  other 
worship  leaders  attended  “Renaissance 
’75,”  sponsored  by  the  20-year-old 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodist 
Musicians,  the  Section  on  Worship  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Discipleship, 
and  the  Chorister’s  Guild,  an  ecumenical 
organization  based  in  Dallas. 

Elected  to  head  the  new  worship 
fellowship  was  the  Rev.  Gene  Winkler, 
Naperville,  Ill.  An  executive  committee 
was  elected  to  revise  a  tentative 
statement  of  purpose  to  consider  an 
appropriate  name  for  such  a  group. 

The  birth  of  a  separate  worship 
fellowship  as  well  as  its  life  expectancy 
were  points  of  debate.  Some  felt  that 
music  and  worship  are  too  closely  related 
to  be  divided  organizationally.  Others 
expressed  appreciation  to  the  musicians 
for  including  them  in  the  convocation  but 
said  they  were  tired  of  seeing  worship 
“shoved  to  the  side”  in  denominational 
programming  and  emphases. 

The  Rev.  Roberto  Escamilla,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  staff  executive  of  the  Section 
on  Worship,  said  he  expects  the  music 
and  worship  fellowships  to  merge, 
possibly  at  the  next  national  convocation 
projected  for  1977.  Others,  however,  said 
they  would  like  to  see  a  continuing  body 
give  theological  attention  to  the  liturgical 
life  of  the  church. 

In  response  to  the  suggestion  that 
music  and  worship  interests  in  the 


Bicentennial 
notes:  Jesus, 
the  Master 


By  CHARLES  M.  CHAKOUR 

While  on  his  two  month  shipboard 
journey  to  America,  Francis  Asbury 
records  in  his  Journal  the  discom¬ 
forts  of  travel  by  sea.  What  he  en¬ 
dured  at  that  time  helped  prepare 
him  for  even  more  severe  travel 
conditions  in  the  colonies.  Two 
weeks  after  setting  sail  for  America, 
he  wrote  on  Sunday,  September  16, 
1771: 

“The  wind  blowing  a  gale,  the  ship 
turned  up  and  down,  and  from  side 
to  side,  in  a  manner  very  painful  to 
one  that  was  not  accustomed  to 
sailing :  but  when  Jesus  is  in  the  ship 
all  is  well.  0  what  would  not  one  do, 
what  would  he  not  suffer,  to  be 
useful  to  souls,  and  to  do  the  will  of 
his  great  Master!  Lord,  help  me  to 
give  thee  my  heart  now  and  for 
ever! 

“Our  friends  had  forgotten  our 
beds,  or  else  did  not  know  we  should 
want  such  things;  so  I  had  two 
blankets  for  mine.  I  found  it  hard  to 
lodge  on  little  more  than  boards.  I 
want  faith,  courage,  patience, 
meekness,  love.  When  others  suffer 
so  much  for  their  temporal  interests, 
surely  I  may  suffer  a  little  for  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  souls. 
May  my  Lord  preserve  me  in  an 
upright  intention!  I  find  I  talk  more 
than  is  profitable.  Surely  my  soul  is 
among  lions.  I  feel  my  spirit  bound 
to  the  new  world,  and  my  heart 
united  to  the  people,  though 
unknown;  and  have  great  cause  to 
believe  that  I  am  not  running  before 
I  am  sent.  The  more  troubles  I  meet 
with,  the  more  convinced  I  am  that  I 
am  doing  the  will  of  God.” 

Mr.  Chakour.  treasurer  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Conference, 
contributes  these  historical  briefs  to 
TM-UMR  during  the  Bicentennial 
emphasis. 


denomination  merge,  one  participant 
asked,  “How  can  A  merge  with  B  when 
there  isn’t  a  B?”  The  musicians  hold  a 
national  convocation  every  other  year 
but  the  last  national  convocation  on 
worship  sponsored  within  the 
denomination  was  in  1969. 

New  music  for  the  1972  “Alternate 
Text”  for  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  was  premiered  here  August  6  but 
two  ministers  participating  in  the  service 
either  omitted  or  altered  language  which 
they  considered  sexist. 

The  word  “men”  was  omitted  by  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers  from  a 
section  on  Thanksgiving  which  said,  “He 
healed  and  taught  me,  ate  with  sinners, 
and  won  for  you  a  new  people  by  water 
and  the  Spirit.”  Ms.  Powers  is  a  staff 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of.  Global  Ministries  in  New  York. 

Don  Saliers,  a  professor  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  changed  the  word 
“mankind”  to  “humanity”  in  a  sentence 
which  said,  “Make  us  one  with  Christ, 
one  with  each  other,  and  one  in  service  to 
all  mankind.” 

In  other  business  at  the  convocation, 
the  Rev.  Aaron  Sheaffer,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  communication  arts  and  music 
at  United  Theological  Seminary  in  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  was  installed  as  president  of 
the  20-year-old  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodist  Musicians. 

Mr.  Sheaffer  succeeds  as  president  the 
Rev.  Robert  Scoggin,  minister  of  music 
at  Christ  United  Methodist  Church, 
Rochester,  Minn.  Other  new  officers 
installed  were:  Phil  Baker,  director  of 
music  at  Highland  Park  United 
Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Tex. 
president-elect;  Lee  Roy  Hearn,  director 
of  music  at  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  Bethel  Park,  Pa.;  and  Betty 
Gnaegy,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


‘ God  loves  you ,  and  we  love  you 9 

"God  Loves  You  and  We  Love  You”  —  Christian  education  teaching  pictures  like 
the  one  above  carry  the  message  to  mentally  retarded  persons  that  they,  too,  are  full 
members  of  Christ's  church. 

Interdenominational  curriculum  materials  developed  and  used  by  13 
denominations,  including  United  Methodist,  include  “Adventures  in  Christian 
Living  and  Learning”,  a  two-part  series  for  use  with  children  and  youth  with  IQ's  of 
approximately  25  to  50.  Another  series.  “Exploring  Life”  is  available  for  mildly 
retarded  persons  or  those  with  other  learning  difficulties. 

The  materials  were  developed  by  a  joint  committee  under  the  auspices  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  [See  related  article  below.] 
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Excluded  them  too  many  years 

U.M.  lab  school  focuses  on 
teaching  exceptional  persons 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DENTON,  Tex.  —  “We  have  excluded 
these  folks  for  so  many  years.  It  takes 
working  at,  to  prove  the  church  really 
cares  about  them.” 

“These  folks’’  are  the  mentally 
retarded  —  no  one  can  even  estimate  how 
many  —  who  live  in  local  church  com¬ 
munities  across  the  nation.  Their  needs 
for  Christian  education  have  long  been  a 
prime  concern  of  Miss  LaDonna  Bo- 
gardus,  formerly  of  United  Methodism’s 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville. 

Now  retired,  Miss  Bogardus  was  still 
“working  at  it”  here  several  weeks  ago 
when  she  helped  teach  a  laboratory 
school  for  leaders  of  religious  education 
for  mentally  retarded  persons. 

The  lab  school  was  the  third  such  event 
sponsored  by  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  —  just  one  indication,  says 
its  director  Mrs.  Carolyn  Nelson,  that 
“a  whole  new  field  is  opening  up”  for 
teaching  exceptional  persons  in  United 
Methodist  churches. 

Like  anything  relatively  new  in  the 
church,  Miss  Bogardus  admits,  it  takes 
time  to  create  an  effective  ministry  to 
the  retarded.  But  it  is  happening,  she 
believes.  A  number  of  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  developed  programs  for 
camps  and  church  school  classes  for  the 
retarded.  More  are  getting  underway. 

What  are  the  greatest  hurdles? 

First  the  church  must  show  teachers 
that  they  need  not  be  professional 
educators,  she  believes.  They  need  some 
training,  but  more  importantly  they  must 
be  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  others  and 
grounded  in  the  Christian  faith. 

“Then  go  out  personally  into  the 
community.  Assure  parents  that  the 
church  cares  and  that  we  know  what 
we’re  doing.  We  will  not  exploit  their 
children  or  adults.  We  will  give  them  a 
happy  time.” 

Miss  Bogardus,  who  is  the  author  of 
two  books  on  Christian  education  for 
retarded  persons,  worked  for  many 
years  with  a  National  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches’  committee  to  develop  in¬ 


terdenominational  curriculum  for  use 
with  exceptional  persons.  She  served  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  as  director  of 
ministry  with  exceptional  children  until 
her  retirement  a  few  years  ago.  Now  she 
is  helping  to  update  the  materials,  in  use 
in  many  United  Methodist  churches, 
which  include  two  separate  series  for 
three  age-levels. 

At  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
training  event,  12  persons  from  five 
states  learned  first-hand  about  teaching 
the  retarded  in  laboratory  sessions  with 
students  at  Denton  State  School. 

Twelve  aren’t  many,  and  a 
simultaneously-scheduled  seminar  had 
to  be  cancelled  because  not  enough 
people  showed  interest.  “But  we  had 
some  men,”  Mrs.  Nelson  told  TM/UMR, 
“including  three  ministers,  which  is 
great  because  their  outreach  is  greater. 
And  one  man  came  because  he  has  a 
retarded  child  in  the  class  he  teaches, 
and  he  wanted  to  know  how  to  relate  to 
that  child  more  effectively. 

Teaching  retarded  persons  can  be 
emotionally  draining,  she  admits.  She 
encourages  teachers  first  to  consider  if 
they  would  feel  comfortable,  and  perhaps 
to  volunteer  in  a  class  for  awhile  first. 

But  in  even  a  week’s  lab  school,  she 
says,  teachers  will  learn  some 
reassuring  things  about  the  retarded: 

(1)  They’re  more  like  a  teacher’s  own 
children  than  the  teacher  perhaps 
realizes.  They  have  the  same  emotions. 
They  have  strengths  and  weaknesses. 
“We’re  all  retarded  in  some  ways.” 

One  man  in  the  lab  school,  for  example, 
noted  that  a  retarded  student  was  ex¬ 
tremely  skilled  in  using  the  autoharp  and 
“I’m  the  one  who’s  retarded  in  that 
area!" 

(2)  It  is  entirely  possible  to  provide 
content  in  a  class.  “Establish  trust  and 
then  you  can  introduce  a  good  deal  of 
content.” 

Miss  Bogardus  agrees  that  much  can 
be  accomplished.  “This  is  not  babysit¬ 
ting.  Provide  plenty  of  change  during  a 
class  session.  And  be  willing  to  slow  down 
and  present  one  idea  at  a  time.” 


Why  should  the  church  get  involved  at 
all  in  such  a  specialized  ministry?  The 
most  important  reason  should  be  ou- 
vious,  says  Mrs.  Nelson,  whose  husband 
is  pastor  of  West  Shore  UMC,  Richard¬ 
son,  Tex.,  and  who  is  herself  a  teacher  of 
emotionally  disturbed  children  at  an 
alternative  school  in  Richardson. 

“Public  schools  have  made  great 
strides.  But  families  of  retarded  people 
also  need  the  kind  of  love,  acceptance 
and  support  that  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  can  provide.”  She  has  heard  esti¬ 
mates  that  one  in  every  ten  families  has  a 
retarded  member. 

Discipleship  staff  executive  Mrs. 
Margie  McCarty,  who  is  now  responsible 
for  the  denomination’s  ministry  to  ex¬ 
ceptional  persons,  wishes  the  board  could 
provide  more  resources  for  training 
leadership.  There  are,  however,  ap¬ 
proximately  28  certified  laboratory 
leaders  across  the  country,  who  are 
available  to  annual  conferences  and  local 
churches.  “This  is  an  important  part  of 
our  Christian  ministry,”  she  told 
TM/  UMR.  “We  need  to  do  all  we  can.” 

U.M.  co-pastors 
adopt  Biblical 
married  name 

ELMHURST,  Ill.  (RNS)  —  Susan 
Whitledge  and  Richard  Nevius,  United 
Methodist  co-pastors,  met  at  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  and  as  a 
married  couple  now  they  have  decided  to 
use  a  biblical  word,  the  Hebrew  term 
Ruach  (spirit)  for  their  last  name. 

Rejecting  Whitledge-Nevius  or  Nevius- 
Whi Hedge  as  too  cumbersome,  they 
followed  tradition  for  a  couple  of  years 
and  used  Nevius. 

Meanwhile,  they  searched  for  a  name 
that  would  describe  their  aspirations, 
Mrs.  Ruach  explained.  On  their  second 
anniversary,  in  1971,  they  made  the 
change. 


It's  not  too  late  to  register... 
in  the  new 

School  of  Church  Careers 

Fall  Semester  opening  September  3,  1975 
on  two  campuses 

Lon  Morris  College  Centenary  College 

Jacksonville,  Texas  75766  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104 
(214)  586-2471  (318)  869-5161 

Full  tuition  and  fee  scholarships  available  to  qualified  students. 

Be  q  Pioneer  in  the  notion*/  neuie/t  Educotionol  Experience 
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Lay  training: 
two  approaches 


Scarritt  head  sees  promising 
future  for  church  educators 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Producing  “flexible 
generalists”  for  the  local  church  —  well 
trained  laypersons  who  can  perform 
several  jobs  —  is  the  goal  of  United 
Methodism's  only  “lay  academy.” 

That  is  the  view  of  Dr.  J.  R.  Palmer, 
president  of  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
“There  ought  to  be  as  many  lay 
academies  in  the  church  as  there  are 
seminaries,”  he  told  TM/  UMR  while 
here  on  school  business. 

Dr.  Palmer  bases  his  belief  in  a  trained 
laity  on  the  success  of  several  other 
denominations.  The  growth  of  the 
Mormon  church  he  attributes  largely  to 
its  reliance  entirely  on  trained  laity. 
“They  make  demands  of  their  members 
and  train  themselves  to  do  the  work,”  he 
said. 

“Another  is  the  Southern  Baptists  who 
have  2,200  home  missioners  while  we 
have  about  70  in  our  church,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Palmer  believes  that  “hundreds  of 
people,  of  all  ages,  are  eager  to  do 
something:  they  just  need  the  tools.  And  I 
think  lay  people  support  the  idea  of  lay 
academies. 

“Lots  of  people  are  disillusioned  with 
Christian  higher  education.  People  are 
interested  in  putting  their  money  where 
it  will  directly  benefit  the  church  rather 
than  in  some  football  player  or  guy  who 
can  run  the  100-yard  dash,”  he  said. 

Unlike  a  liberal  arts  school,  Scarritt  is 
a  ‘college  that  isn’t  a  college,’  the  only 
school  which  the  term  “lay  academy” 
accurately  can  be  applied,  Dr.  Palmer 
said. 

While  Scarritt  has  both  undergraduate 
and  graduate  degree  programs,  it 
doesn’t  admit  freshmen  and  sophomores. 
“We  are  a  specialty  school  training  lay 
professionals  in  our  degree  program,”  he 
said.  Undergraduate  work  in  six  areas, 
or  graduate  work  in  another  six,  leads  to 


careers  as  directors  of  Christian 
education,  teachers,  social  workers, 
church  and  community  workers, 
directors  of  evangelism,  church,  ad¬ 
ministrators,  etc. 

“Our  job  in  the  degree  program  is  to 
create  ‘flexible  generalists’,”  Dr. 
Palmer  said,  adding  that  local  churches 
no  longer  can  afford  specialties.  “They 
are  asking  for  persons  who  can  plug  into 
several  areas,  like  evangelism  and 
music.” 

“Over  one  hundred  will  be  in  the 
Christian  education  program  this  fall  and 
most  of  them  at  the  graduate  level,”  he 
said. 

Also,  two-thirds  are  women.  Asked 
why  their  enrollment  was  so  high,  Dr. 
Palmer  speculated  it  was  because 
"teaching  is  a  serving  ministry  and  our 
students  are  service  motivated.  Also, 
many  women  are  disillusioned  with 
discipline  problems  in  public  school 
education  and  are  moving  into  the  church 
education  program.” 

Dr.  Palmer  said  the  demand  for 
qualified  Christian  educators  is  very  high 
with  every  graduate  receiving  eight  to  10 
job  offers. 

The  continuing  education  program  is 
key  to  understanding  Scarritt  as  a  ‘lay 
academy’.  Since  it  first  began  two  years 
ago,  events  of  three  days  to  a  week  in 
duration,  have  attracted  7,000  persons. 

These  short  duration  events  are 
designed  around  a  felt  need  in  the 
church,  Dr.  Palmer  said.  ‘*We  find  a 
need,  test  it,  build  a  program,  and 
market  it  to  the  people  who  would  be 
most  interested.” 

What  is  in  Scarritt’s  future? 

“Training  lay  professionals  and 
volunteers  for  service  in  the  church.  The 
same  basic  direction  we’ve  had  for 
the  last  82  years,”  Dr.  Palmer  said. 

“I  would  like  to  see  more  centers  like 
Scarritt,  but  first  we  need  to  really  get 
this  one  off  the  ground,”  Dr.  Palmer 
concluded. 


A  school  of  church  careers 


expands  to  another  campus 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SHREVEPORT,  La.  —  An  innovative 
attempt  to  supply  local  churches  with 
professionally  trained  lay  workers  was 
launched  here  by  United  Methodist  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  on  the  150th  anniversary 
of  its  founding. 

Offering  a  fully  accredited  college 
degree,  an  internship  of  practical 
experience  in  a  local  church,  full  tuition 
scholarship  and  guarantee  of  a  job  in  a 
local  church  upon  graduation,  the  “Cen¬ 
tenary  School  of  Church  Careers” 
(CSCC)  enrolled  113  students  last  year. 
More  than  200  are  scheduled  for  fall  1975^ 

Dr.  John  Allen,  Centenary  president, 
said  CSCC  was  a  response  to  a  demand 
from  the  church  for  trained  persons  for 
youth  ministry,  Christian  education, 
music  ministry,  children’s  workers  and 
other  positions  in  local  church  adminis¬ 
tration  and  programming.  He  called  the 
need  “acute.” 

Leaders  and  students  call  the  intern 
program  of  CSCC  the  heart  of  the  effort. 
Students  are  placed  in  local  churches 
during  the  four-year  academic  schooling 
to  receive  “qn-the-job”  experience. 
Students  are  strictly  supervised  and 
evaluated  by  pastors  and  professors,  and 
acceptable  work  is  required  for  gradua¬ 
tion. 

Plans  are  underway  to  expand  CSCC  to 
include  another  U.M.  school.  During  the 
past  several  months  conversations  have 
been  held  with  officials  of  Lon  Morris 
Junior  College,  Jacksonville,  Tex.  The 
two  colleges  are  developing  methods 
which  will  eventually  join  the  resources 
to  implement  the  growing  program. 

While  no  formal  action  has  taken  place, 
Dr.  John  E.  Fellers,  Lon  Morris  presi- 

Fundamentalist 
leader  deported 
from  Kenya 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  (RNS)  -  Dr.  Carl 
Mclntire,  president  of  the  fun¬ 
damentalist  International  Council  of 
Christian  Churches  (ICCC),  which  was 
holding  its  Ninth  World  Congress  here, 
was  deported  from  the  country  on  July 
25,  two  days  before  the  scheduled  close  of 
the  congress. 

Dr.  Mclntire  was  having  breakfast  in 
his  hotel  when  security  police  arrived 
and  told  him  he  had  been  ordered  to  leave 
the  territory,  escorted  him  to  the  airport, 
and  put  him  on  a  flight  to  Rome  via 
Entebbe,  Uganda. 

The  deportation  order  was  signed  by 
Vice  President  Daniel  Arap  Moi,  who 
later  in  the  day  announced  in  Parliament 
that  he  had  acted  in  response  to  the 
“obvious  wishes  of  Parliament  and  the 
people  of  Kenya.” 

Dr.  Mclntire  had  been  the  center  of  a 
storm  of  controversy  ever  since  the  ICCC 
assembly  of  5,000  delegates  from  96 
countries  opened  on  July  16. 

It  all  began  when  the  American  cleric 
accused  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
(WCC)  —  to  which  most  of  the  Kenyan 
Protestant  denominations  belong  —  of 
supporting  violence  and  promoting 
Communism. 

This  was  followed  by  an  ICC£  press 
release  in  which  white  supremacist 
Rhodesia  was  described  as  upholding 
“Christian  civilization  against  the  on¬ 
slaught  of  black  Africans.” 


dent,  told  TM-UMR  that  he  felt  a  warm 
sense  of  support  for  the  concept.  The  idea 
will  be  acted  on  at  the  Board  of  Trustees 
meeting  in  October. 

Dr.  Fellers  sees  CSCC  as  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  a  goal  toward  which  Lon  Morris 
has  worked  for  a  number  of  years.  As  the 
program  began  to  overflow  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  campus,  officials  at  the  two 
schools  started  discussing  a  link-up  ar¬ 
rangement.  The  1975-76  academic  year 
has  been  designated  a  “preview  year”  to 
work  out  details.  The  initial  phase  of  the 
cooperative  CSCC  will  begin  this  fall  with 
freshmen  and  sophomore  students 
training  at  Lon  Morris  and  completing 
their  final  two  years  on  the  Centenary 
campus. 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  *1.00  per  Insertion. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  sizes  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas,  Texas  75201, 

(214)  747-4540. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  1224  Fisher, 
Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817  )  754-8231  (of¬ 
fice).  776-5745  (home). 

BOOK  FOR  SALE:  "History  of  Methodism  In 
Holaton  Conference”  by  I.  P.  Martin.  Nash¬ 
ville,  1945.  Very  good  condition.  *20.00.  CWO. 
Returnable  In  5  days  for  any  reason,  Book¬ 
worm  and  Sllverflsh,  Box  516,  Wythevllle,  Va. 
24382. 

CONN  CLASSIC  CUSTOM  825  organ,  bench; 
two  manual  AGO.  12  ranks  plus  pedal.  12 
capture  pistons,  separate  Celeste  tone 
generator  cabinet.  18  speakers.  *6000.  (817) 
430-1488.  Dean.  Rt.  3.  Box  498.  Roanoke.  Texas 

76262. 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  Choirs  and  Youth 
Director  combination  full  time  or  full  time 
Youth  Director  with  part  time  elementary 
music  —  salary  negotiable.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  415  North  Lee,  Odessa. 
Texas  79781.  phone  (915)  337-1527. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  *2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's.  P.O.  Box  25351.  Houston.  Texas 
77005. 

REACH  YOUR  CHURCH'S  budget  goals  In 
spite  of  today's  economy  .  .  .  with  the  1975 
Pony  Expresr  Stewardship  Plan.  For  free 
details,  write:  Rev.  Don  English,  2536  N.W. 

26th.  Oklahoma  City,  OK.  73107. 

RETIREE:  Three  room  furnished  apartment, 
all  utilities.  In  exchange  for  four  hours 
custodial  services  dally.  References  required. 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  400  Field  St., 
Venice.  Florida  33595,  (813  )  488-1374. 

WANTED:  EXPERIENCED  EDUCATION 
AND  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  1100-member 
church,  city  of  55,000.  Salary  open.  Send  full 
resume  and  picture  to:  Williams  Memorial 
U.M.C..  220  Reading.  Texarkana.  Texas  7550L 

WANTED:  Full  time  Music  Director  for  ftilly- 
graded  church  program.  Send  qualifications 
and  picture:  Grace  Methodist  Church.  400  N. 
Carolina  Dr.,  El  Paso.  Texas  79915. 
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Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
js  $3.00  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
reouests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 

200  Carondelet  St. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 
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Bishop’s  Message 


Board  of  the 


United  Methodist  Women  announce 


i  to  all  pastors  and  lay  people:  Dare  to  make  your  church  strong.  Dare 
to  believe  the  Gospel.  Dare  to  work,  knowing  that  God  will  bring  results  you 
could  never  have  envisioned. 

As  you  do  this,  remember  the  words  of  Theodore  Roosevelt:  “It  is  not  the 
critic  who  counts,  not  the  man  who  points  out  how  the  strong  man  stumbled  or 
how  the  doer  of  deed  could  have  done  better.  The  credit  belongs  to  the  man  who 
is  actually  in  the  arena,  whose  face  is  marred  by  sweat  and  dust  and  blood,  who 
errs  and  comes  short  again  and  again,  who  knows  the  great  enthusiasms,  the 
great  devotions  and  spends  himself  in  worthy  causes,  who,  at  best,  knows  in  the 
end  the  triumph  of  high  achievements;  and  who,  at  the  worst  if  he  fails,  at  least 
fails  while  daring  greatly,  so  that  his  place  shall  never  be  with  those  cold  and 
timid  souls  who  know  neither  victory  nor  defeat  .  . 

The  greatest  enemies  the  Christian  faith  has  are  to  be  found  in  the  ranks  of 
apathy,  discouragement,  small  thinking,  low-brow  worship,  tiny  dreams  rather 
than  large  ones,  small  prayers,  and  inconsequential  faith. 

Dare  to  believe  the  New  Testament  Gospel  and  to  work  at  it. 


Laity  to  meet 
September  6 

The  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity  will 
meet  on  September  6  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  announcement  from 
Conference  Lay  Leader  Tom  H. 
Matheny. 

There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  1000  Club 
and  the  Methodist  Men’s  Organization  at 
10  A.M.  that  day,  and  the  Board  of  the 
Laity  will  meet  at  2  P.M.  All  1000  Club 
Directors,  District  Lay  Leaders  and 
District  Superintendents  are  urged  to 
attend  the  group  meetings,  and  a  large 
attendance  is  anticipated  at  the  af¬ 
ternoon  session.  Trinity  is  located  in 
Alexandria  at  204  Chester  Street. 


Rayne  Memorial  plans  four-month  centennial  celebration 


program,  leaders  for  annual 


Mrs.  Robert  Price 
Ruston  UMW  President 


Dr.  Merlin  Merrill 


Host  Pastor 


meeting 


Mrs.  Robert  Compton 
Conference  UMW  President 


Trinity  UM,  New  Orleans,  holds  productive  VCS 


Rayne  Memorial  UM  Church,  New 
Orleans,  is  planning  a  four-month  ob¬ 
servance  to  celebrate  its  centennial  this 
year. 

Special  services  will  begin  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  culminate  in  a  memorial 
service  on  January  4,  1976. 

The  sanctuary  of  the  church  was  built 
in  1875  on  land  owned  by  New  Orleans 
merchant  Robert  W.  Rayne  and  with 
funds  from  him,  supplemented  by 
donations  from  relatives  and  friends.  The 
first  worship  service  was  conducted  in 
the  new  building  on  January  2,  1876;  the 
pastor  was  Dr.  William  Elbert  Munsey,  a 
noted  pulpit  orator  who  came  to  New 
Orleans  from  Jonesboro,  Tennessee. 

To  mark  the  centennial,  the  church  is 
publishing  a  hard-cover,  illustrated 
history  of  Rayne  Memorial.  It  is  written 
by  Miss  Fannie  Rayne  Russ  and  Mrs. 
Ashley  S.  Ross,  descendents  of  the 
founder. 

Centennial  observances  will  include 
bringing  prominent  visiting  clergymen 
from  the  Jewish,  Catholic,  and 
Protestant  faiths  to  the  Rayne  pulpit, 
incorporating  the  church’s  annual 
Cadwallader  lecture  series  into  the 
celebration.  Sundays  will  be  devoted  to 
Rayne’s  role  in  the  Methodist  Conference 
and  in  the  community,  recognition  for 
women  in  the  church,  the  administrative 
board,  the  board  of  trustees,  music,  and 
the  Sunday  School. 

At  the  culminating  memorial  service, 
at  which  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will 


Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans  —  100  years  old  this 
year. 

preach,  recognition  will  be  given  to  bers  of  the  church  for  50,  60,  and  75  years, 
members  who  joined  the  church  during  The  Rev.  Dr.  John  A.  Bayliss  is  pastor 
1975  and  to  those  who  have  been  mem-  of  Rayne  Memorial. 


More  than  500  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  Louisiana  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  at 
Trinity  UM  Church,  Ruston  on  Sep¬ 
tember  12  and  13,  and  an  outstanding 
program  has  been  announced. 

Using  the  theme  “I  Am  Called  ...  I 
Respond,”  the  two-day  schedule  will 
include  business  meetings,  Task  Force 
groups,  a  general  dinner  meeting,  and 
worship. 

Mrs.  Lowell  H.  Sohl,  of  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.,  a  vice-president  of  the 
Women’s  Division  (Section  on  Finance) 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  night  session  on 
September  12,  at  7:30  at  Trinity.  Mrs. 
Sohl,  a  member  of  Calvary  UM  Church  in 
Colorado  Springs,  is  active  in  her  local 
church  and  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  as  well  as  fulfilling  her 
responsibilities  with  the  Women’s 
Division.  In  addition  to  her  post  as 
Chairperson  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
she  also  serves  as  a  member  of  the  Asia 
Regional  Committee  and  member  of 
Finance  Committee,  of  the  World 
Division,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Education  Section  of  the  Education  and 
C  iltivation  Division.  She  was  educated  at 
Westmar  College  in  Iowa,  and  also  holds 
the  M.A.  degree  from  the  University  of 
Nebraska.  She  is  married  and  has  two 

Louisiana  Conference 
is  well  represented 
at  lab/seminar 

Thirteen  persons  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  were  among  the  200  who 
attended  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Lab/  Seminar  held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah 
recently.  Representatives  from  many  of 
the  17  annual  conferences  of  the 
Jurisdiction  took  part.  Courses  were 
offered  in  the  basic  age  level  ministries 
of  the  Church  School,  with  a  special 
section  on  Dynamic  Church  Schools.  A 
specially  designed  Learning  Resource 
Center  was  available  for  all  Lab  sections. 

Attending  from  Shreveport  were:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Turner,  Mrs.  Bonnie 
Watkins,  Miss  Kathy  Snelling,  Miss 
Linda  Shaffer,  Will  Watkins,  and  Miss 
Melissa  Watkins.  From  Baton  Rouge,  the 
following  took  part:  Ms.  Judith  L. 
Perkins,  Miss  Libby  Dunnam,  Miss 
Ardith  J.  Leckey,  Mrs.  Saundra  J.  Seal, 
and  Mrs.  Martha  F.  Potts.  Mrs.  June 
Soniat  went  from  Metairie. 


children.  Mrs.  Sohl  will  speak  for  the 
second  time  at  the  morning  meeting  on 
September  13. 

Registration  will  be  held  from  9:30 
A.M.  until  12:00  noon  on  Friday.  The  first 
session  is  scheduled  to  convene  at  1  P.M., 
with  Mrs.  Robert  Compton  of  Elton, 
Conference  President,  presiding.  At  this 
business  meeting  election  of  officers  for 


Mrs.  Lowell  H.  Sohl 
Keynote  Speaker 


the  Conference,  for  Jurisdiction  and  for 
Women’s  Division  will  be  held. 

The  second  session  will  begin  at  3:30 
P.M.  on  Friday,  with  an  “Adventure  with 
Task  Force  Groups."  At  6  P.M.  a  dinner 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Louisiana 
Tech  University  Student  Center. 

The  Saturday  morning  session  will 
convene  at  8:30  A.M.  for  conducting 
additional  business  and  for  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  officers.  The  meeting  will  be 
climaxed  with  a  Celebration  of  Holy 
Communion.  Adjournment  has  been  set 
for  12  Noon. 

Mrs.  Robert  Price,  Ruston  United 
Methodist  Women’s  President,  and  Dr. 
Merlin  Merrill,  pastor  of  Trinity,  are 
serving  as  hosts  for  the  meeting.  The 
Ruston  District  local  units  will  have 
sandwiches  for  lunch  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  and  will  serve  coffee  and 
doughnuts  on  Saturday  morning. 

All  United  Methodist  Women  are  urged 
and  cordially  invited  to  attend  this 
conference.  According  to  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Higginbotham,  Ruston  member  and 
Publicity  Chairman,  it  is  important  to 
send  in  your  reservation  as  soon  as 
possible.  Registration  is  $2.00  per  person, 
and  the  Friday  night  dinner  is  $4.25  per 
person.  For  reservations,  write  to:  Mrs. 
L.  C.  Aycock,  P.  O.  Box  366,  Ruston,  La. 
71270. 


Vietnamese  family  sponsored  by 
Henry  Bower  &  First  UM,  Bossier  City 

The  Hiep  K.  Ngu¬ 
yen  family  from 
Vietnam  arrived  in 
Bossier  City  on  July 
28  and  are  living 
with  their  sponsor, 

Henry  J.  Bower. 

This  family  es¬ 
caped  the  north 
Vietnamese  take¬ 
over  in  an  open  boat 
and  arrived  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  via  Camp 
Pendleton,  Calif. 

First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Bos¬ 
sier  City  is  co-spon- 
soring  the  Nguyen 
family,  through  the 
Missions  Commis¬ 
sion,  with  E.  C.  Fulgham,  chairman.  The  Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows,  from  left:  Stephen  Pensinger,  Mr.  Bower  (the 
sponsor),  and  the  Hiep  K.  Nguyen  family  of  eight. 

Attention:  church  business  administrators 


Shown  here  are  the  happy  group  of  students  and  leaders  who 
participated  in  the  Vacation  Church  School  at  Trinity  UM  in 
New  Orleans.  The  church  reports  that  60  students  and  11 

Baton  Rouge  District  UMW  “Talk 
about  School  of  Christian  Mission” 


workers  helped  to  make  this  annual  vacation  event  one  of  the 
most  outstanding.  Mrs.  Frances  M.  Smith  served  as  director. 
The  Rev.  James  S.  Davidson  is  pastor. 


United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  gathered  at  First  UM 
Church,  Baton  Rouge  on  July  24,  for  their 
traditional  “Talk  About  School  of 
Christian  Mission"  meeting. 

Mrs.  Chris  H.  Hall,  District  President, 
give  a  report  of  the  meeting  in 
Sh  eveport,  noting  that  54  members  from 
the  District  had  attended,  along  with 
seveu  1  husbands  and  a  minister!  Ten  of 
these  members  attended  both  sessions  of 
the  School. 

Mrs.  Hall’s  report  noted  that  the 
following  churches  were  represented: 
Baton  Rouge.  First;  Broadmoor; 


Camphor  Memorial;  Francis  Asbury; 
Ingleside;  Istrouma;  Jefferson;  Jordan 
Chapel;  St.  Mark’s;  Wesley;  University; 
Winbourne;  Blackwater;  Clinton  Mount 
Zion;  Robert’s  Chapel  in  Denham 
Springs;  Norward  Asbury  and  First 
Church,  both  in  Plaquemine. 

The  District  meeting  was  most  suc¬ 
cessful,  according  to  Mrs.  J.  A. 
McCarstle,  historian  and  publicity 
chairman,  who  indicated  that  in  addition 
to  those  who  attended  the  School,  an 
additional  37  local  and  district  leaders 
unable  to  be  at  the  state  meeting,  were 
present  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Mayo  Foreman, 
Sulphur  layman  dies 

Word  has  been  received  from  the  Rev. 
Warren  Blakeman  of  Henning  Memorial 
UM  Church,  Sulphur,  of  the  death  of 
Mayo  Foreman,  well-known  throughout 
the  Conference,  and  a  member  of  the 
Henning  Church.  Mr.  Foreman  had 
served  his  local  church  for  over  20  years 
as  Church  School  Superintendent,  and 
was  known  throughout  the  community 
for  his  daily  hospital  visits.  He  had  been  a 
delegate  or  alternate  delegate  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  more 
than  30  years. 

Mr.  Foreman,  a  native  of  Indian 
Bayou,  died  on  August  5. 


Breazeale-Finnell  wedding 
held  in  Natchitoches 

Kathlyn  Anne  Breazeale  and  the  Rev. 
Malcolm  Eugene  Finnell  were  united  in 
marriage  in  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Natchitoches,  on  August  8. 

Mr.  Finnell  is  pastor  of  Hall  Summit 
UM,  Bossier  City,  and  is  Assistant 
Chaplain  at  Centenary  College.  Mrs. 
Finnell  (Kathi)  is  well  known  in  our 
Conference  for  her  outstanding  youth 
work  activities. 

New  appointments 
announced 

The  following  appointments  are 
announced  by  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field  effective  August  1:  Plaquemine 
First,  James  W.  Matthews.  Effective 
Mid-August:  Chaplain  Dillard  Uni¬ 
versity,  Leslie  P.  Norris;  New  Orleans, 
Haven,  Kenneth  M.  Fisher;  Alexandria, 
Wilton-Wesley,  George  M.  Alfred; 
Franklin,  Asbury-Mason-Fitzgerald, 
Donald  Barrie;  Beech  Grove-Macedonia- 
Andrews,  Wesley  Cyprian. 


The  photograph  right  is  shared  with 
readers  by  the  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baker.  He  reports  a  happy  and 
successful  activity  (as  evidenced  by  the 
youngsters  in  the  picture),  with  an 
average  daily  attendance  of  50,  including 
two  and  three-year  olds  to  older  children. 
Also  on  hand  were  eight  adult  workers 
and  four  teenage  assistants. 


The  National  Association  of  Church 
Business  Administrators  is  an  in¬ 
terdenominational  organization  com¬ 
posed  of  persons  who  are  engaged  either 
full  or  part-time  in  handling  the  business 
affairs  of  a  local  church.  The 
organization  had  its  inception  in  1975,  and 
held  its  19th  annual  conference  in  July  in 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla. 

According  to  R.  B.  Knighton,  Business 
Administrator  of  Noel  Memorial  UM 
Church,  Shreveport,  Chapter  Twenty  is 
composed  of  church  administrators  in 
Louisiana.  Quarterly  meetings  are  held 
by  this  Chapter,  usually  in  Alexandria, 


because  of  its  central  location.  Purpose 
of  the  Chapter  is  to  encourage  church 
administration,  to  share  mutual  interests 
and  concerns,  to  assist  each  other  by 
exchanging  ideas  and  expertise,  and  for 
general  fellowship. 

Mr.  Knighton  is  asking  that  any  church 
which  has  an  administrator  to  notify  him 
at  Noel  UM,  Shreveport  71101.  He  notes 
that  the  national  organization  has  a 
placement  committee  which  assists 
churches  in  finding  suitable  ad¬ 
ministrators.  The  1976  Conference  will  be 
held  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 


First  UM,  Donaldsonville,  raises  money, 


purchases  organ  in  record  time 


After  the  congregation  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Donaldsonville 
decided  to  purchase  a  new  organ,  they  raised  the  money  in  five  months,  through  the 
gifts  and  efforts  of  members  and  friends  of  the  Church.  Pictured  above  at  the 
dedication  of  the  new  organ  are,  from  left:  Cliff  Ourso  (representing  his  parents. 
Barbara  and  Falcon  Ourso  who  were  instrumental  in  funding  the  project);  Virginia 
Perkins  and  Wendell  McCord,  both  of  whom  represented  the  congregation  in 
presenting  the  organ  for  dedication;  Annette  Guinchard,  Church  organist;  the  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District;  and  the  Rev.  E. 
Eugene  Kimble,  pastor  of  the  church. 
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Posting  bail  for  AIM  leader: 
the  church  dared  to  ‘kiss  a  frog’ 


The  disappearance  of  American  Indian 
Movement  (AIM)  leader  Dennis  Banks, 
and  the  consequent  loss  of  $10,000  in  bond 
posted  in  his  behalf  by  church  groups,  is 
certain  to  produce  a  flurry  of  “I  told  you 
so”  reactions  from  those  critical  of  the 
church’s  involvement  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).  Mr.  Banks' 
failure  to  appear  in  court  for  sentencing 
is  bound  to  be  regarded  by  many  as  final 
proof  of  his  guilt  and  the  church’s  lack  of 
wisdom  in  becoming  involved. 

United  Methodist  critics  are  likely  to 
be  among  the  most  vocal  since  $5,000  of 
the  forfeited  funds  were  posted  by  the 
UMC’s  Iowa  Annual  Conference  and 
$5,000  by  our  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  Mr.  Banks 
did  not  keep  his  date  in  court,  and  that 
some  church  funds  were  forfeited  as  a 
result. 

But  this  turn  of  events  has  little  or  no 
bearing  on  the  wisdom  of  the  church’s 
involvement  in  the  case.  That  involve¬ 
ment  was  not  a  business  investment. 
Neither  did  the  church,  by  posting  bond, 
give  its  unequivocal  backing  to  Mr. 
Banks’  actions  or  those  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement.  Rather,  the  church’s 
involvement  was  at  the  pant  of  seeking 
to  insure  justice  for  Mr.  Banks.  By 
posting  his  bail,  when  no  one  else  would, 
the  church  guaranteed  that  Mr.  Banks 
would  be  free  to  prepare  a  defense  for  the 
charges  against  him  —  with  his  guilt  or 
innocence  to  be  determined  in  the  courts. 

Many  church  persons  then  and  now 
would  say:  “But  what  possible  business 
is  it  of  the  church  to  become  involved  in 
such  matters?” 

Although  simplistic,  like  any  analogy, 
the  photo  at  right  provides  the  basic 


answer  to  this  question:  “Christians  are 
frog  kissers.” 

The  photo,  of  course,  refers  to  the  old 
story  of  the  princess  who  kissed  the 
unlovely  frog  and  it  turned  into  a  prince. 

Anyone  who  reads  what  the  New 
Testament  tells  us  about  the  activities  of 
Jesus  must  recognize  that,  much  to  the 
consternation  of  many  religious  people  of 
his  day,  Jesus  was  probably  the  all  time 
champion  “frog  kisser.”  Much  of  Jesus’ 
earthly  concern  was  directed  toward  the 
unlovely  people  of  his  day:  the 
Samaritan,  the  harlot,  the  fisherman,  the 
tax  collector,  the  leper,  the  lame,  the 
poor  widow,  and  even  the  thief  beside 
him  on  the  cross.  Jesus  did  not  minister 
to  these  persons  on  the  condition  that 
they  would  follow  him  and  his  Way.  He 
ministered  to  them  where  they  were,  at 
their  point  of  need,  because  that  is  the 
way  God  would  have  His  people  relate  to 
others.  Sometimes  Jesus’  ministry  was 
accepted  gratefully  and  sometimes  it 
was  totally  rejected. 

The  decision  of  Iowa  United  Methodists 
and  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  to  post  bail  for  a  person  such 
as  Dennis  Banks  —  who  many  regard  as 
unlovely  and  the  representative  of  an 
unloveable  cause  —  was  far  from  alien  to 
the  way  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  this  instance, 
the  church  dared  to  risk  some  funds  and 
some  portion  of  its  reputation  to  insure 
that  a  much-despised  person,  from  a 
long-oppressed  group,  would  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  prepare  and  plead  his  case 
in  court.  By  analogy,  the  church  “kissed 
a  frog.”  In  our  opinion,  that  action  is  a 
much  more  faithful  reflection  of  the 
Christian  gospel  than  is  the  attitude  “the 
church  has  no  business  meddling  in  such 
matters.” 


Here  I  Stand 
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We  need  clusters  of  churches 
served  by  groups  of  pastors 


John  V.  Albright 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  JOHN  V.  ALBRIGHT  SR. 

I  believe  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  capable  of  turning  the  tide  of  its 
present  decline  and  becoming  as  vital 
today  as  it  was  on  the  frontiers  of  a 
century  or  more  ago.  If  we  really 
believed  that  we  were  a  called  people,  we 
could  develop  strategies  that  would  be 
relevant  to  our  present  frontiers  with 
very  little  need  to  play  with  our  struc¬ 
tures  again  at  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Eleven  years  on  my  conference’s 
Board  of  Ministry  and  nearly  26  years  of 
ministry  have  convinced  me  that  there  is 
enough  competence  and  commitment 
among  our  clergy  and  laity  that  we  could 
“gird  our  loins”  and  run  a  pretty  good 
race  —  if  we  quit  waiting  for  someone 
else  to  set  the  course  and  run  the  first  lap. 


Here  is  one  suggested  plan  for  action 
(about  the  only  thing  new  in  it  is  that  it 
calls  for  the  laity  and  clergy  to  trust  each 
other  and  follow  the  guidance  of  the  same 
Spirit): 

Since  we  are  having  to  close  churches 


some  sort  of  unity.  It  would  help  the 
clergy  to  lose  their  "pastor-in-charge” 
complex  and  help  the  laity  to  overcome 
the  possessive  feelings  that  develop 
toward  their  pastors. 

This  sort  of  centralizing  normally 


and  combine  charges  anyway,  why  not  means  that  the  little  churches  on  the 
do  it  with  some  purpose?  Every  annual  outlying  fringes  get  overlooked,  but  it 
conference  has  large  areas  that  have  a  doesn’t  have  to  mean  that.  Our  system 


commonality  of  characteristics  such  as 
rural,  urban,  inner  city  and  suburban. 
Why  not  cluster  all  local  churches  into 
groupings  that  identify  the  basic 
similarity  of  those  churches  and  then 
assign  to  them  as  many  clergy  as  their 
combined  budgets  will  allow? 

This  would  allow  for  some  teamwork 
among  the  clergy,  a  reduction 


guarantees  each  local  church  some 
coverage;  it  would  not  become  the 
cluster’s  responsibility  to  see  that  the 
best  possible  coverage  is  given. 

Perhaps  at  this  point  we  could  look  at 
the  ordination  to  “word,  sacrament  and 
order"  more  in  the  context  of  word, 
sacrament  and  "the  enabling  of  the 
laity”  for  ministry  to  the  world.  If  we  re- 


redundant  clerical  help  and  the  necessity  instituted  our  lay  speakers’  courses  and 


of  looking  at  common  problems  with 


What  has  happened  to  prayer? 


Mrs.  Ford’s  right  to  speak  out 


First  Lady  Betty  Ford’s  outspoken 
comments  on  pre-marital  sex,  marijuana 
use,  abortion  etc  during  a  recent  TV 
interview  have  served  to  re-raise  an  old 
issue:  should  persons  whose  positions 
place  them  in  the  public  eye  refrain  from 
expressing  their  opinions  on  such  social 
issues?  (see  related  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue) 

Many  people  would  answer  “Yes.” 
From  this  view,  it  is  regarded  as  an 
abuse  of  one’s  position— in  this  case 
being  the  wife  of  our  President— to  ex¬ 
press  opinions  on  subjects  not  directly 
related  to  that  position. 

This  same  mindset  would  restrict 
religious  leaders  from  expressing 
opinions  on  any  but  so-called  “spiritual” 
issues.  When  religious  leaders  express 
their  personal  views  on  controversial 
social  issues,  so  this  reasoning  goes,  they 
inevitably  give  the  impression  that  they 
are  speaking  for  their  church  rather  than 
themselves  alone. 


We  consider  it  fully  appropriate  for 
Mrs.  Ford,  and  our  religious  leaders,  to 
express  their  opinions  on  any  subject 
they  choose.  Persons  whose  positions 
place  them  in  the  public  limelight  should 
not  be  expected  to  forfeit  their  right  to  be 
thinking,  speaking  individuals.  That  Mrs. 
Ford  is  able  to  express  her  views  with 
such  candor,  and  with  so  little  concern 
for  the  political  implications  of  same,  is 
indeed  refreshing. 

We  consider  it  healthy  when  public 
discussion  results  from  statements  by 
such  persons  on  issues  of  public  concern. 
What  we  need  today  is  more,  not  less, 
public  discussion  of  personal  and  social 


To  the  Editor 

We  can  all  see  that  the  perilous  times 
Paul  mentioned  in  his  second  epistle  to 
Timothy  are  here.  (II  Timothy,  3:1) 
Disastrous  things  are  happening  to  our 
nation  and  the  world.  Is  it  aot  Time  we 
were  getting  back  to  God? 

God  said  in  II  Chronicles  7:14,  If  my 
people,  which  are  called  by  my  name, 
shall  humble  themselves,  and  pray,  and 
seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked 
ways,  then  will  I  hear  from  heaven  and 
will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will  heal  their 
land.  If  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ 
found  such  a  need  to  pray,  how  much 
more  should  we  see  this  as  a  time  to  get 
back  to  prayer? 

Nothing  worthwhile  has  ever  been 
accomplished  in  our  nation  without 
prayer.  Our  weapon  of  prayer  has  kept  us 
free.  But  we  have  failed  in  the  last  few 
years  to  give  God  thanks  for  blessing  our 
great  nation. 

We  need  some  all  night  prayer  services 
to  pray  for  the  leaders  of  our  nation,  our 
churches,  our  pastors,  our  radio  and  TV 
evangelists,  and  all  it  is  our  duty  to  pray 
for. 

Our  church  had  three  18-hour  prayer 
services,  and  saw  God  answer,  as  He 
always  does. 

How  about  all  you  United  Methodists? 
Would  you  spend  just  18  minutes  per  day 


THERE'S  A 
OPERATE  HEEP 
FOR  MORE 
fORBlOH 
missionaries 


morality  by  persons  with  access  to  the  >n  prayer  for  a  spiritual  awakening  in 


public  media 

Contrary  to  what  some  would  say,  most 
of  us  are  fully  capable  of  distinguishing 
between  statements  of  personal  opinion 
and  statements  representing  the  official 
view  of  our  government  or  our  church. 


America  and  all  the  things  mentioned 
above?  You  will  enjoy  it  and  you  will  be 
blessed  beyond  measure. 

J.O.Y.  Jesus,  others,  yourself. 

Leman  Richards 
Crossville,  Tennessee 


examine  the  statistics  from  those 
countries  where  handgun  control  is  the 
law,  and  see  how  many  lives  are  not  lost 
from  gunshots,  perhaps  he  might  see  that 
the  Coalition’s  goal  is  both  sane  and 
Christian. 

Robert  C.  Bjorklund 
Chatsworth,  California 

W e  don't  want  schism ,  but.,. 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  appeal  of 
Bishop  Hunt  to  the  1900  evangelicals  at 
Lake  Junaluska  not  to  become 
schismatic  (TM/  UMR,  August  1). 

In  response,  I  feel  no  one  in  the 
evangelical  wing  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  wants  schism.  Neither  did  John 


most  of  our  seminaries.  If  my  address 
can  be  a  catalyst  that  shall  bring  forth 
dialogue  and  a  new  openness  to 
evangelical  scholarship,  J  will  be 
grateful.  You  may  be  assured  that  the 
address  was  given  only  because  of  a 
great  concern  for  my  denomination  that  I 
love  deeply. 

Edmund  W.  Robb 

Lubbock,  Texas 
Pictures  needed  of 
so  me  mission  projects 
To  the  Editor: 

In  my  capacity  as  Chairman  of 
Missions.  I  have  made  inquiries  for 
resources  (slides,  strips  or  films)  of  our 
church's  mission  projects,  and  have  been 


Responsibility  and  speaking  out 


It  is  one  thing  to  defend  the  ap¬ 
propriateness  of  someone  like  Mrs.  Ford 
expressing  her  personal  opinions  on 
moral  issues  (see  editorial  above).  It  is 
something  else  to  judge  whether  or  not 
such  opinions  are  morally  appropriate. 

Persons  whose  positions  give  them 
access  to  the  public  media  bear  an 
awesome  responsibility  for  the  moral 
quality  of  the  opinions  they  offer  for 
public  consumption. 

Expressed  as  they  were  in  a  spon¬ 
taneous  interview,  it  is  unlikely  that  Mrs. 
Ford  carefully  considered  her  comments 
regarding  pre-marital  sex,  for  example, 
before  making  them.  If  Mrs.  Ford  is  to  be 
criticized,  it  should  not  be  for  talking 
about  such  subjects,  but  for  not  thinking 
through  the  moral  implications  of  her 
opinions. 

To  her  credit,  Mrs.  Ford’s  remarks 
reveal  that  she  is  probably  more  in  touch 
with  the  realities  of  today’s  youth  culture 
than  most  parents.  Among  many,  if  not 
most,  young  people  today,  premarital 
sex  is  taken  for  granted.  Most  of  us  would 
prefer  to  ignore  this  reality  than  discuss 
it  openly. 

And  this  is  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg. 


There  is  evidence  all  around  us  that  the 
American  family  is  in  deep  trouble.  The 
divorce  rate  is  alarmingly  high. 
Extramarital  affairs  are  commonplace. 
Sex  is  increasingly  trivialized.  And  the 
sacred  commitment  of  a  man  and  a 
woman  mutually  and  exclusively  to  one 
another  in  marriage  is  increasingly 
regarded  as  unnecessary  and  unim¬ 
portant  by  large  segments  of  our  society. 
Given  these  oft-prevailing  attitudes 
toward  sex,  no  parent  in  touch  with 
reality  should  be  totally  surprised  to 
learn  that  his  teenage  son  or  daughter  is 
“having  an  affair.” 

We  consider  it  ethically  naive, 
however,  to  suggest  as  Mrs.  Ford  did  that 
premarital  affairs  might  diminish  the 
divorce  rate.  That  type  of  prescription 
would  treat  only  the  symptom  rather 
than  the  basic  problem. 


Wesley  nor  Martin  Luther.  But  when  the  .  _ 

power  in  the  Judicatories  to  which  they  informed  that  pictorial  informatiop 
/»  ,  .  .  belonged  at  the  time  refused  to  listen,  the  many  does  not  exist.  I  am,  therefore 

Uur  church  should  support  Reformers  became  in  effect  what  they 

control  of  handguns  ne.Vur  int^nded  ~~  schismatic- 

_  J  *  I  hope  this  is  not  true  of  the  leaders  of 

To  the  Editor :  the  United  Methodist  Church  today.  Yet  I 

I  am  elated  with  the  news  that  the  wonder!  When  the  national  Sunday 
United  Methodist  Church  has  become  a  School  Curriculum  committee 


member  of  the  National  Coalition  to  Ban 
Handguns  (TM/  UMR),  May  30,  July  4, 
Aug.  8).  It  is  time  we  took  a  stand  on  this 
important  issue. 

Owning  a  handgun  is  a  very  poor  risk. 
The  chances  are  much  greater  that  you 
or  a  member  of  your  family  will  be  killed 
or  maimed  by  a  handgun  kept  in  the 
home  than  that  the  handgun  will  be  used 
for  its  intended  purpose,  protection  of  life 
and  property.  Accidents  with  handguns 


sending  this  request  to  TM/  UMR  hoping 
that  it  will  reach  many  Methodists  “out 
there". 

Please,  as  you  travel  (for  business  or 
pleasure)  take  slides  of  all  United 
Methodist  projects,  especially  in  Central 


periodically  revises  lesson  materials  and  America  (Haiti  and  Puerto  Rico),  South 
all  that  changes  is  the  cover;  certainly  America  and  Linz  Austria  Kindergarten 


the  philosophy  of  the  content  is  the  same, 
despite  continuous  criticism  from  the 
grass  roots  and  a  declining  Sunday 
School  enrollment,  we  wonder  if  the 
leadership  of  our  church  has  the  capacity 
to  change. 

Sometimes  when  members  cannot 


Project  and  forward  them  to  Lola 
Camesas,  Photo  Librarian,  Board  of 
Global  Missions,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10027  or  to  Mr.  David 
Bradley,  Editor  of  “Exploring  the  Bible 
Series,”  201  8th  Avenue  So.,  Nashville, 
Tennessee  37202.  vw  .  ... 

Virginia  Heinz 

Brandon,  Florida 


effect  change  from  within,  they  have  no 
-  —  other  option  but  to  follow  Wesley  and 

kill  thousands  of  Americans  each  year.  Luther  and  effect  changes  from  without.  WP  nppA  //,,’«  „ 

In  addition,  many  otherwise  harmless  Eric  Roy  King  „  lJPe  °J  organ 

Saranac  Lake,  New  York 


domestic  quarrels  turn  into  tragedies 
because  of  the  presence  of  a  handgun.  No 
statistics  from  any  source  will  support 
the  theory  that  a  handgun  in  your  home 
will  deter  crime.  A  criminal  does  not 


The  divorce  rate  and  sexual  kn0*  ^  I™11  have  a  8™  and  will 
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promiscuity  of  all  types  will  be  curbed 
only  as  persons  come  to  recognize  anew 
that  there  is  a  lot  more  to  human 
fulfillment  than  the  meshing  of  bodies. 

Such  fulfillment  is  not  possible  at  its 
deepest  level  unless  there  is  a  sacred, 
enduring,  for-better-or-worse  commit¬ 
ment  undergirding  the  sexual  relation¬ 
ship.  Those  of  us  who  follow  Jesus  Christ  HnnAmm  f  #  I 

are  not  making  this  point  nearly  so  Handgur'  control  IS  both 
persuasively  today  as  advocates  of  the  sane  and  Christian 


probably  not  enter  a  home  where  there 
are  people  inside  anyway.  A  loaded 
weapon  is  an  invitation  to  disaster. 

The  effort  to  ban  handguns  is  one  way 
we  as  Methodists  can  serve  our 
fellowmen. 

Jeff  Cowell 
Nashville,0  Tennessee 


“Playboy  philosophy”  are  making 
theirs. 

It’s  a  shame  that  Mrs.  Ford,  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  let  a  golden  opportunity  slip  away. 

Bonus  puzzle 
winners  named 

TM/  UMR  finally  offered  a  “Biblical 
bonus  puzzle”  which  stumped  most  of  the 
puzzle-lovers  among  our  readers. 

In  the  July  18  issue,  a  puzzle  appeared 
listing  68  animals,  birds  and  reptiles 
which  are  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 
TM/  UMR  ball-point  pens  were  offered 
for  the  first  50  correct  solutions  returned 
to  the  paper’s  office. 

Previous  bonus  puzzles  of  this  type 
have  produced  as  many  as  1800 
responses.  Less  than  100  readers  sent 
completed  responses  to  the  July  18 
puzzle.  Of  these,  only  13  completed  the 
puzzle  correctly. 

These  stalwart  13  are  being  sent 
TM/  UMR  pens:  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Van 
Arsdale,  Washington,  D.C.;  Grace 
Campbell,  Chillicothe,  Missouri;  Verdie 
Collins,  Burleson,  Texas;  Verna 
Davison,  Kansas  City,  Missouri; 
Elizabeth  Everitt,  Maplewood,  Min¬ 
nesota;  Bill  Hessel,  Kearney,  Missouri; 
Edward  Jadmy,  Hawley,  Minnesota; 
Beth  Johnston,  Bethel  Park,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  Robert  A.  Lundy,  Reno, 
Nevada;  Mrs.  R.  L.  McConnell,  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tennessee;  Chris  Tan,  Wilmington, 
Delaware;  Oral  A.  Thompson,  Port 
Allegany,  Pennsylvania;  and  Stover 
Willis  Jr.,  Rose  Hue,  Virginia. 


To  the  Editor: 

Unfortunately,  Joey  Gillespie  (letter  in 
August  8  issue)  didn't  consult  either  a 
dictionary  or  history  book  before  writing 
to  criticize  United  Methodist  support  of 
the  National  Coalition  to  Ban  Handguns. 
Had  he  done  so,  it  would  have  been  clear 
from  the  dictionary  that  the  “well 
regulated  Militia”  mentioned  in  the 
second  amendment  to  the  Constitution  is 
what  we  today  call  an  “army”.  It  would 
also  have  been  understood  from  the 
history  book  that  in  1776  we  had  no  such 
army,  or  “militia”,  and  it  was  seen  that 
the  only  way  to  defend  this  new  nation 
was  to  allow  the  citizenry  to  arm 
themselves. 

Today  we  have  an  entirely  different 
situation.  Not  only  do  we  have  an  Army, 
we  also  have  a  Navy,  an  Air  Force,  a 
Marine  Corps,  and  a  Coast  Guard.  All  are 
commissioned  with  and  committed  to  the 
national  defense.  Seen  only  in  terms  of 
the  second  amendment,  then,  which  Mr. 
Gillespie  seems  to  do,  the  right  to  bear 
arms  as  a  private  citizen  can  no  longer  be 
justified. 

But  there  is  a  second  thing  he  doesn’t 
seem  to  realize.  The  National  Coalition  to 
Ban  Handguns  is  not  seeking  to  “outlaw” 
all  firearms,  only  handguns.  Handguns, 
which  are  so  easily  obtained,  so  easily 
concealed,  account  for  a  large  per¬ 
centage  of  the  violent  deaths  in  our 
country.  Mr.  Gillespie  says,  “Let’s 
emphasize  self-control  ...”  That  can  be 
done  on  a  rational  basis,  but  when 
emotions  take  over  is  when  the  handgun 
is  used ;  self-control  does  not  exist  at  that 
point.  I  would  suggest  that  if  he  were  to 


‘Good  News'  speaker:  more 
comments  on  seminaries 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  fine  ob¬ 
jective  coverage  your  paper  gave  to  the 
recent  Good  News  Convocation 
(TM/  UMR,  August  1).  United 
Methodists  gathered  from  every  area  of 
the  country  to  express  their  evangelical 
convictions.  The  growth  of  the 
evangelical  renewal  movement  within 
our  church  is  most  encouraging  and 
impressive. 

Your  coverage  of  my  address 
(“Seminaries:  Proposals  for  reform 
given.’’). was  appreciated,  but  I  feel  like 
this  additional  paragraph  from  my  ad¬ 
dress  should  be  quoted  in  order  that  the 
readers  might  know  the  sprit  in  which 
this  address  was  given. 

“Lest  I  seem  unduly  harsh,  I  want  to 
inject  here  my  due  appreciation  for 
many  of  the  capable,  dedicated 
professors  in  UM  seminaries.  I  recognize 
them  as  persons  of  integrity,  and  many 
have  made  significant  contributions  to 
Christian  scholarship  and  reconciliation 
in  the  fellowship.  There  are  others  with 
whom  we  radically  disagree,  but  we  do 
not  for  one  moment  question  their  desire 
to  serve  the  Lord  in  the  manner  they 
understand  the  faith.  Our  quarrel  is  not  a 
personal  one  at  all,  and  certainly  not 
meant  to  be  an  attack  on  any  individual. 
Men  of  good  will  can  disagree  and  still 
have  respect  and  appreciation  for  each 
other.” 

Particularly,  I  want  to  express  my 
personal  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Albert 
Outler  and  the  great  contribution  he  is 
making  in  theological  education.  I  do 
realize  that  he  is  presenting  Wesleyan 
Theology  as  a  vital  option  in  his  classes 
and  my  address  was  in  no  way  meant  to 
be  an  attack  on  him  personally  or  any 
other  professors  in  our  seminaries. 

My  great  concern  is  that  we  practice 
pluralism  in  our  educational  institutions 
on  the  theological  level.  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  fair-minded,  objective  person 
can  contend  that  this  is  done  to  any  great 
extent  in  our  schools. 

There  is  a  great  restlessness  at  the 
grass  roots  of  United  Methodism  because 
of  the  radical  theology  coming  out  of 


To  the  Editor: 

Please  enter  my  subscription  to  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  We  badly 
need  this  sort  of  general  organ  in  the 
church.  You  have  a  fine  chance. 

Bishop  Nolan  B.  Harmon 
Atlanta,  Georgia 


re-emphasized  the  role  of  the  lay  pastor 
—  with  an  actual  plan  that  they  would 
serve  a  useful  purpose  —  we  would  find  a 
great  number  of  people  wanting  to  be 
involved.  Thus,  we  would  be  developing 
the  means  to  cover  store  front,  mountain 
enclave,  shopping  center  and  prairie 
town  groups  rather  than  closing  up 
church  buildings  of  groups  that  cannot 
raise  $20,000  or  more  for  pastor,  building 
maintenance  and  apportionments. 

Besides  the  commitment  of  a  great 
number  of  people,  which  may  be  where 
we  are  actually  lacking  today,  there  is  at 
least  one  structural  change  and  a  few 
threats  to  the  clergy  that  w^uld  need  to 
be  faced. 

It  would  help  if  we  recognized  a  place 
for  the  “worker  priest”  in  our  system. 
This  would  allow  some  very  skilled  and 
dedicated  pastors  to  ask  for  assignments 
that  paid  only  partial  salaries  (for  which 
they  would  receive  only  partial  pension 
credit)  and  make  up  the  rest  of  their 
income  from  secular  employment.  But 
they  could  be  the  means  of  salvaging 
many  small  congregations. 

Groupings  might  mean  fewer  pastors 
for  awhile,  and  this  would  possibly  call 
for  a  short  moratorium  on  new 
ministerial  members  in  some  con¬ 
ferences,  and  an  evaluation  of  the  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  all  pastors.  But  I  believe 
most  aspiring  ministers  would  accept  a 
delay  that  would  allow  for  a  stronger, 
more  vital  church,  and  that  many,  less 
competent  ministers,  would  be  able  to 
work  more  effectively  in  tedm  ministries 
than  they  now  work  as  general  prac¬ 
titioners. 

This  may  not  be  the  most  effective  plan 
we  could  devise;  but  it  is  a  plan  to  move 
forward,  rather  than  to  retreat.  Unless 
we  do  make  some  radical  change  from 
the  way  we  are  now  moving,  I  believe  we 
will  find  that  the  UMC  will  be  a  witness 
orily  to  hofo  the  power  of  the  Spirit  is 
withdrawn  from  those  who  will  not 
respond  to  the  Spirit. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  John 
V.  Albright  Sr.,  is  pastor  of  the  Redding 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  " Here  I  Stand," 
TM-UMR.  P.O.  Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas 
75221. 


Commandment 

Love 

God  above 
All  others— 

Brothers. 

— Lorin  J.  Kendall 
Woodville,  Texas 


Give  a  hand  up, 
not  a  hand  out. 


The  annual  apportionment 
is  six  million  dollars. 

Six  million  dollars  to 
keep  12  black  colleges 
of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  open,  operable 
and  staffed  with  qualified 
personnel  and  accredited 
courses. 

Twelve  predominately 
black  colleges  where 
students  may  realize 
their  maximum  academic. 


social,  cultural  and 
religious  development. 

Six  million  dollars 
may  sound  like  a  lot  of 
money,  but  when  it  comes 
right  down  to  it... when 
it  comes  right  down  to  a 
student's  future,  we 
don't  think  it’s  asking 
a  lot  at  all. 

Here  the  best  hope 
tliev  have. 


if  The  Black 
4 College  Fund 

P.O.  Box  871.  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 
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By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

SALINAS,  Calif.  —  ‘‘There  was  a 
magic  about  the  old  Chautauquas 
that  later  generations  will  never 
know  .  .  and  as  the  lady 
reminisced,  you  knew  she  was  right. 

The  Chautauqua  travelling  circuit 
that  United  Methodist  Katherine 
Brown  Peavy  remembers  had  little 
to  do  with  the  Chautauqua 
Institution  that  began  as  a  Methodist 
Sunday  School  teachers’  meeting. 
But  it  did  have  two  powerful  ties :  the 
“magic”  Chautauqua  name  and  the 
concept  that  people  were  hungry  for 
enlightenment,  both  religious  and 
secular. 

Chautauqua  when  Mrs.  Peavy 
knew  it  (in  1924)  was  camp  meeting 
and  culture;  William  Jennings 
Bryan  and  Billy  Sunday,  light  opera 
and  lecture  —  the  biggest  “tent 
meeting”  anybody  had  ever  seen, 
and  it  went  right  to  the  people,  all 
across  the  country. 

“The  Chautauqua  Institution  in 
New  York  opened  doors  for  people, 
by  giving  them  facilities  and 
programs  they’d  never  have  had. 
But  the  travelling  Chautauqua 
opened  more  doors  because  it 
penetrated  the  most  remote  areas  of 
the  country,”  she  says.  “I  can  still 
remember  the  excitement  of  the 
people  when  Chautauqua  came  to 
town.” 

Mrs.  Peavy,  then  a  young  Oregon 
college  student  named  Katherine 
Brown,  was  pretty  excited  herself 
when  she  was  chosen  to  travel  the 
western  circuit  as  a  junior  girl 
"story  lady"  —  an  early-day 
playground  director  for 
Chautauqua’s  younger  audiences. 

For  her  and  200  other  young 
ladies,  it  was  a  chance  to  travel  and 
rub  elbows  with  the  great  and  near¬ 
great. 

For  four  months  she  hedge-hopped 
with  the  circuit,  as  eight  separate 
units,  each  with  its  own  set-up  and 
tear-down  crews,  performers  and 
staff,  “played  leap-frog”  across  the 
western  part  of  the  United  States. 

The  memories  pour  forth.  Chief 


the  American  Indian:  —  “As  the 
curtain  rose  he  would  crawl  out  of 
the  tepee  in  mid-stage,  assume  a 
pose  until  the  applause  died  down, 
then  tell  the  audience  of  the  terrible 
plight  of  his  people.  He  called  me 
‘Spotted  Fawn’,  supposedly  a  term 
of  endearment.” 

Billy  Sunday:  “Old  and  crusty. 
Nobody  liked  him  much." 

William  Jennings  Bryan:  “The 
soul  incarnate  of  Chautauqua.” 

Mrs.  Cora  Wilson  Stewart:  “A 
lovely  gracious  woman  who  always 
dressed  in  white  and  pinned  a  red 
rose  to  her  bosom.  I  would  often 
scour  a  town  to  get  one  for  her.” 
Mrs.  Stewart,  who  pioneered  in 
adult  education,  would  assure  the 
adults  in  the  audience  that  being 
illiterate  was  nothing  to  be  ashamed 
of  and  that  even  adults  could  learn  to 
read  and  write. 

And  the  Ernest  Gamble  Concert 
Party:  "Today  we  would  call  them 
the  Beautiful  People.” 

Alben  Barkley,  later  vice- 
president  of  the  United  States. 
Madame  Schumann-Heinck.  Dr. 
Arthur  Walwyn  Evans,  great 
reformer  of  the  public  school 
system.  Edgar  Bergen.  Judge  Ben 
Lindsay,  expert  in  juvenile  justice. 
“People  were  not  only  entertained, 
they  were  exposed  to  the  great  social 
issues  of  the  day.” 

The  circuit  was  secular,  and  it  was 
a  business  corporation,  but  “the 
whole  thing  was  very  proper,  very 
circumspect,”  Mrs.  Peavy  says. 
“Whenever  -  a  young  man  and 
woman  showed  too  much  interest  in 
one  another,  one  of  them  was 
promptly  transferred  to  another 
unit.” 

By  1932,  with  the  influx  of  better 
roads  and  cars  and  talking  pictures, 
the  Chautauqua  era  was  over.  “The 
big  tents  just  billowed  to  the 
ground.” 

Meanwhile  young  Katherine 
Brown  had  gone  back  to  college  and 
on  to  marry  the  son  of  the  president 
of  her  alma  mater,  Oregon  State.  A 
retired  high  school  English  teacher, 
she  is  now  a  free-lance  writer  here 
and  a  member  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


CHAUTAUQUA, 
N.  Y.  —  At  right. 
Katherine  Brown 
[front]  and  Mrs. 
Cora  Wilson 
Stewart  [second 
from  left]  pose  with 
two  members  of  the 
Ernest  Gamble 
Concert  Party 
during  the  1924 
Chautauqua  meet¬ 
ing. 

Below,  the  United 
Methodist  House 
has  served  as  a 
religious  and  social 
center  for  the 
Chautauqua  com¬ 
munity  and  a  site  of 
Methodist  activities 
since  1888. 
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Chautauqua  Institution 

‘Idea  whose  time  had  come’ 


:  $  TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

;  :•  CHAUTAUQUA,  N.Y.  -  When  the 

•  j:  imposing  Chautauqua  Institution 
:•  celebrated  its  100th  anniversary 
•:  here  last  year,  it  was  as  one  of  the 

•  >•  major  conference  centers  in 

•  America.  Thousands  of  people  flock 
each  summer  to  its  streamlined 

•  :•  facilities  for  everything  from 
■  >:  religious  inspiration  to  education  to 
1  recreation. 

‘  Small  wonder  it  has  been 
'  x  described  over  the  years  as  “an  idea 
.  ;•  whose  time  had  come.” 

:  Yet  the  Chautauqua  idea  —  today 

almost  synonymous  with  Americana 
5:*:  —  began  small  and  uniquely 
*  Methodist. 

I-  y  It  was  in  1874  that  two  prominent 
Methodists,  one  of  whom  later 
.  $  became  a  bishop,  decided  to  hold  a 
;  •;  teacher  training  institute  here  at 
;  what  was  then  called  Fair  Point 
;  :•  Methodist  Camp. 

;  ;j  The  Rev.  John  Heyl  Vincent,  later 
;  j  Bishop  Vincent,  had  been  elected  to 
;  £  direct  the  Sunday  School  work  of  the 
;  j:  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 

;  :j  Lewis  Miller,  a  prominent  Akron, 

;  Ohio  businessman,  was  president  of 
:•  the  Fair  Point  Camp  Meeting 
•:  Association.  The  camp’s  setting  was 
:  j:  ideal  for  a  summer  meeting  and  the 
:  :j  two  men  hoped  to  attract  teachers 
;  j:  from  a  wide  area. 

I  ;!•  They  did  more  than  that, 
i  >:  historical  records  show.  From  that 
>•  teachers’  meeting  grew  regular 
;  summer  assemblies  that  quickly 
;|i  attracted  persons  from  many 
denominations.  Soon  the  assembly 
v  founders  had  made  it  possible  for 
each  denomination  to  erect  its  own 
building  and  provide  its  own  ser- 
:•  vices.  Before  many  years  had 
:•  passed,  the  Chautauqua  Assembly 


had  become  the  Chautauqua 
Institution,  where  religious  and 
secular  programs  alike  were 
flourishing. 

Today  a  large  amphitheater, 
meeting  halls  and  denominational 
facilities  blend  with  private 
dwellings  and  recreational  areas  for 
perhaps  a  mile  along  Lake 
Chautauqua. 

As  Theodore  Morrison  says  in  his 
book  “Chautauqua”:  “Chautauqua 
had  no  sooner  fairly  launched  itself 
than  it  began  to  receive  the  flattery 
of  imitation.” 

The  Chautauqua  movement 
spread  across  the  nation,  both  as 
independent  permanent  facilities 
and  as  circuit  or  tent  Chautauquas, 
which  carried  programs,  both 
religious  and  secular,  entertaining 
and  educational,  to  perhaps  200 
towns  and  rural  areas.  (See  related 
story  elsewhere  on  this  page.) 

“The  circuits  were  less  than  a 
child  and  more  than  a  namesake  of 
Chautauqua,  the  institution," 
Morrison  says.  “They  operated 
outside  its  walls  and  beyond  its 
control,  but  they  shared  at  least 
some  of  its  purposes,  exerting,  while 
they  lasted,  a  similar  influence  as  a 
forum  and  on  a  much  vaster  scale.” 

Even  those  persons  who  have  not 
heard  of  Chautauqua  before  may 
well  be  introduced  to  it  during  the 
nation’s  bicentennial  year.  Churches 
and  secular  institutions  alike  are 
scheduling  “Chautauqua”  events  as 
part  of  their  celebrations.  And  next 
summer  here,  the  Western  New 
York  annual  conference  plans  to 
raise  the  old  Chautauqua  tent  once 
again  for  a  special  commemorative 
program,  on  the  site  where  it  all  first 
began. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

UMCYM  issues  ‘sexuality  paper’ 

No  legislation  on  homosexual  issue  now  planned  by  council 


By  BUD HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NORMAN,  Okla.  —  Issuing  a  “position 
paper  on  human  sexuality,”  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 
(UMCYM),  meeting  here  August  12-18, 
abandoned  all  plans  to  draw  up  1976 
General  Conference  legislation  dealing 
with  “church  discrimination  against 
homosexuals.” 

Saying  the  conclusion  has  been 
reached  that  the  general  church  does  not 
have  the  ability  at  present  to  “relate”  to 
the  homosexual  issue,  UMCYM  reaf¬ 
firmed  a  request  it  made  last  December 
for  a  “church-wide  study”  of  human 
sexuality. 

In  accepting  the  position  paper  the 
council  dropped  plans  to  present  General 
Conference  legislation  in  1976  to  amend 
church  law  to  eliminate  “discrimination 
against  homosexuals  in  church  hiring 
practices.”  The  issue  of  the  ordination  of 
practicing  homosexuals  as  ministers  — 
which  the  council  has  supported  but  has 
never  made  the  point  of  any  legislative 
proposal  —  was  affirmed  in  the  new 
position  paper. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NORMAN,  Okla.  —  Meeting  in  the 
shadow  of  a  national  consultation  which 
some  persons  predict  will  eliminate  it, 
the  United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  (UMCYM)  convened  here 
Aug.  12-18  and  adopted  “third  world 
empowerment”  as  its  top  priority. 

Dealing  only  briefly  with  the  issue  of  its 
own  existence  —  the  subject  of  a  national 
consultation  here  Aug.  18-22  —  the 
council  focused  on  priorities,  project 
funding  and  the  issue  of  human  sexuality 
(see  story  above). 

“Third  world  empowerment"  — 
defined  as  efforts  to  end  oppression  of 
non-white  peoples  both  in  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world  —  headed  a 
list  of  six  priorities  the  UMCYM  adopted. 

The  other  five,  all  given  equal  im¬ 
portance,  included:  (1.)  Hunger, 
population  and  environmental  steward¬ 
ship;  (2.)  Criminal  justice;  (3.)  World 
peace  and  resistance  to  militarism; 
(4.)  Christian  value  systems  and 
lifestyles;  and  (5.)  Liberation  of  women 
and  the  elimination  of  sexual 
stereotypes. 

As  a  part  of  implementing  those 
priorities,  the  council  voted  to  join  the 
National  Farm  Workers  Ministry  at  a 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Initial  reaction 
to  Mrs.  Betty  Ford’s  television  com¬ 
ments  on  abortion  and  pre-marital  af¬ 
fairs  included  criticism  from  several 
religious  leaders. 

But  there  were  also  expressions  of 
support  for  her  approach  to  the  issues. 

Interviewed  on  the  CBS-TV  “60 
Minutes”  program  by  Morley  Safer,  Mrs. 
Ford  praised  the  Supreme  Court  decision 
legalizing  abortion.  She  said  it  put 
abortion  "in  the  hospital  where  it 
belongs.” 

When  she  was  asked  what  she  would  do 
if  her  daughter  Susan  came  to  her  and 
said  she  was  having  an  affair,  Mrs.  Ford 
replied,  “Well,  I  wouldn’t  be  surprised.” 
And  she  went  on  to  suggest  that  more 
sexual  freedom  might  result  in  less 
divorce. 

“I  was  aghast,”  said  Dri  W.  A. 
Criswell,  pastor  of  the  20,000-member 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas  and  a 
former  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

“I  cannot  think  that  the  First  Lady  of 
this  land  would  descend  to  such  a  gutter 
type  of  mentality  .  .  .  For  her  to  offer  her 
own  daughter  in  this  kind  of  illicit  sexual 
relationship  with  a  man  is  unthinkable 
.  .  .  Her  own  daughter!” 

However,  Marion  Malonson,  president 
of  the  Washington  state  chapter  of 
Church  Women  United,  supported  Mrs. 
Ford.  “I’m  happy  to  at  least  see  her 
mention  such  things  and  talk  about 
them,”  she  said.  “They  too  often  get 
ignored  and  hushed  up.” 

Elder  Gordon  B.  Hinckley  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  (Mormon)  commented  on  Mrs. 
Ford’s  statements  at  a  press  conference 
he  held  on  a  visit  to  Manila. 

“We  feel  very  strongly  about  this,”  he 
said.  “We  deplore  the  deterioration  of 
morality  around  the  world.  Chastity  is  to 
be  observed  before  marriage  and  fidelity 
after  marriage." 

A  spokesman  for  Catholic  Bishop 
Edwin  Broderick  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  said 
the  prelate  was  “really  shocked.” 

“He  feels  very  strongly,”  the 
spokesman  said,  “that  this  type  of 
philosophy  should  not  be  espoused  by 
someone  who  has  such  a  prestigious 
position  in  the  country.” 

In  London,  Mary  Whitehouse,  noted  for 
hfer  campaigns  against  pornography, 
commented,  “I  am  frankly  appalled  that 
Mrs.  Ford,  carrying  with  her  the  status 
and  glamor  of  the  American  President’s 
wife,  should  have  made  such  an 
irresponsible  statement.  She  should 
know  for  instance  that  VD  is  already  out 
of  control  in  many  parts  of  the  world, 
including  the  U.S.A.” 

In  Boston,  the  Christian  Science 
Monitor  reacted  to  the  interview  with  an 
editorial  headed  “Mrs.  !Fojxl’s  ill-advised 
comments.” 

“Mrs.  Ford  might  have  used  the  oc- 


The  position  paper  is  divided  into  six 
sections  dealing  with  the  following: 

(1.)  A  church-wide  study  of  human 
sexuality.  The  council  calls  upon  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOMi  to  “initiate  im¬ 
mediate  consideration  of  a  human 
sexuality  study  as  a  possible  emphasis 
for  a  mandated  General  Conference 
quadrennial  educational  task.” 

The  paper  states  that  the  study  should 
be  designed  for  the  use  of  the  “grass 
roots  church”  and  should  offer  an  ob¬ 
jective  forum  for  a  variety  of  viewpoints 
and  positions  on  human  sexuality. 

(2.)  Continued  support  by  UMCYM 
of  all  church  agency  efforts  to  remove 
“discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation”  from  the  social  principles  of 
the  church’s  “Book  of  the  Discipline.” 
UMCYM  states  in  the  paper  that  the 
reason  for  such  an  action  would  be  to  help 
provide  “an  objective  atmosphere”  in 
which  to  carry  on  the  church-wide  study 
it  proposes.  (No  church  agency  at  this 
point  has  recommended  legislation  re¬ 
lated  to  the  homosexual  issue,  although 
the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 


cost  of  $2,000.  (NFWM  is  an  ecumenical 
organization  which  supports  farm 
workers  in  their  struggles  with 
organizing  as  a  labor  force.)  Other 
projects  were  being  evaluated  by  UM¬ 
CYM  for  financial  aid,  but  had  not  been 
approved  at  press  time. 

The  question  on  the  future  of  youth 
ministries  seemed  always  in  the 
background  throughout  the  UMCYM 
meeting,  which  was  being  held  a  week 
before  a  national  consultation  some 
persons  predict  will  eliminate  the 
present  youth  organization. 

Also  held  on  the  campus  of  Oklahoma 
University  here,  the  consultation  was 
conceded  by  most  UMCYM  members  to 
mark  the  end  of  their  council  in  its 
present  form.  (If  that  is  the  case,  UM¬ 
CYM  will  meet  a  maximum  of  three 
more  times  and  a  minimum  of  one  more 
time  in  its  present  form.)  Concern  at  the 
present  meeting  did  not  center  on  efforts 
to  save  the  old  structure  under  which 
UMCYM  has  operated,  however,  but  on 
finding  was  to  “input”  into  whatever  new 
ministry  form  evolves. 

UMCYM  elected  to  adopt  no  position  on 
the  consultation  as  a  council,  but  to  work 
individually  during  the  consultation  to 
encourage  formation  of  a  youth  agency 


casion  not  to  seem  to  encourage  the 
laxness  in  youth  morals  but  to  give 
support  to  high  moral  standards,”  the 
Monitor  said. 

But  it  went  on  to  observe  that  “judging 
from  her  wholesome  children,  Mrs.  Ford 
is  a  fine  mother. 

The  Monitor  said  Mrs.  Ford’s 
willingness  to  speak  frankly  was 
refreshing.  “But  frankness,"  it  said, 
“must  be  tempered  with  wisdom  and  an 
alertness  to  one’s  public  responsibility.” 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Genne,  National 
Council  of  Churches  staff  member  for 
“sexuality  and  family  ministries,”  said 
he  had  not  seen  the  televised  interview. 

But  he  said  parents  should  be  open  so 
that  their  children  would  feel  free  to  talk 
with  them  about  sex.  “I  gather  that  this 
is  the  spirit  in  which  Mrs.  Ford  spoke,” 
he  said. 

He  also  said  that  in  discussions  of 
sexual  morality  it  was  important  to 
emphasize  the  relationship  between  the 
people  involved,  rather  than  stressing 
only  sexual  intercourse. 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  When 
American  Indian  Movement  leader 
Dennis  Banks  failed  to  appear  for  sen¬ 
tencing  in  a  Custer,  S.D.,  court  (Aug.  5), 
it  cost  church  agencies  $10,000  in  bond 
which  they  had  provided. 

Leaders  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  whjch  had  arranged  for  the  bail, 
expressed  regret  and  disappointment 
over  Mr.  Banks'  disappearance,  but  said 
they  were  still  concerned  over  the  issues 
raised  by  AIM. 

They  emphasized  that  the  money 
forfeited  was  not  new  money,  but  an 
extension  of  the  original  bond  provided 
for  Mr.  Banks  two  years  ago.  Mr.  Banks 
was  convicted  July  23  on  riot  and  assault 
charges  in  connection  with  a  1973  Custer 
courthouse  brawl.  A  warrant  for  his 
arrest  was  issued  when  he  did  not  appear 
for  sentencing. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  head  of  the 
Iowa  United  Methodist  Conference, 
which  provided  $5,000  of  the  bond,  said 
although  the  church  was  disappointed  in 
Mr.  Banks’  disappearance,  it  was  “not 
turning  against  him.” 

He  said  Mr.  Banks'  departure  “was  out 
of  character.  He  has  always  kept  faith 
with  us,”  the  bishop  commented,  adding 
that  the  bond  was  provided  so  Mr.  Banks 
would  have  freedom  to  work  for  justice  in 
his  case. 

A  similar  point  was  made  by  the  Rev. 
John  Adams,  director  of  law,  justice  and 
community  relations  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
which  had  provided  $5,000  of  the  bond 


Church  and  Society  plans  to  consider 
such  legislation. 

(3.)  Reaffirmation  that  UMCYM  will 
not  discriminate  in  its  staff  hiring 
policies  against  persons  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation. 

(4.)  Reaffirmed  of  the  UMCYM’s 
recommendation  that  homosexuality  not 
be  a  bar  to  the  ministry  or  to  the  holding 
of  any  church  related  position.  Restating 
that  the  council  has  no  plans  to  introduce 
legislation  on  that  issue,  the  UMCYM 
said  it  nevertheless  supports  such  an 
ordination  practice. 

(5.)  Stated  its  own  intention  as  a 
council  and  as  individual  council 
members  to  become  better  informed  on 
matters  of  human  sexuality.  Mentioning 
a  seminar  on  human  sexuality  held  at  the 
present  meeting  as  a  starting  point,  the 
council  announced  plans  to  further  its 
studies  at  its  December  meeting.  (The 
sexuality  seminar  referred  to  was 
presented  by  Dr.  Charles  Courtoy, 
Division  of  Education,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  during  the  third  day  of  the 
recently  completed  meeting.) 

(6.)  A  statement  of  “commitment  to1 


( 1. )  under  the  control  of  youth  to  a  major 
extent,  and  (2.)  as  independent  from 
other  church  boards  and  agencies  as 
possible. 

The  consultation  (which  will  be 
covered  by  TM/  UMR  and  reported  on  in 
the  August  29  issue  of  this  newspaper) 
will  examine  seven  proposals  made  by  a 
special  “future  committee”  on  youth 
ministry. 

In  other  UMCYM  business,  new  of¬ 
ficers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Elected  chairperson  was  Larry  Manley 
of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  Baltimore 
Conference.  New  vice  chairperson  is 
Charles  Stewart  of  Orlando,  Florida, 
Florida  Conference.  Both  youths  will  be 
high  school  seniors  during  the  next  school 
year. 

NAIC  maps 
plans  for 
fall  session 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

BALDWIN  CITY,  Kan.  —  Sayiqg  their 
crisis  is  “one  of  broken  commitments  by 
the  national  church,”  members  of  the 
National  American  Indian  Committee 
(NAIC)  executive  committee  met  here 
Aug.  13  to  map  plans  for  the  group’s 
national  conference,  set  for  September. 

The  executive  committee,  headed  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface,  slated  the 
national  NAIC  meeting  for  Sept.  26  and 
27,  dates  which  coincide  with  a  planned 
general  church  sponsored  consultation 
on  the  crisis  in  the  Native  American 
church. 

Mr.  Roughface,  who  pointed  out  that  no 
NAIC  executive  committee  member  has 
been  selected  to  participate  officially  in 
the  consultation,  said  the  NAIC  meeting 
will  deal  with  a  broad  range  of  issues 
facing  the  Indian  church. 

Concerning  the  “ethnic  church  con¬ 
sultation”  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  elsewhere  in  Oklahoma  City  at 
the  same  time,  he  said  that  meeting  is 
“just  another  in  a  long  series  of  con¬ 
sultations  followed  by  a  long  series  of 
broken  commitments.” 

“Our  problems  are  obvious,”  Mr. 
Roughface  said.  “The  crisis,  however, 
lies  in  the  fact  that  every  time  we  have 
held  a  consultation  and  agreed  on  what 
the  problems  are,  the  general  church  has 
failed  to  follow  through  on  its  end  of  the 
solutions.” 


from  money  specifically  contributed  for 
that  purpose. 

He  said  that  Mr.  Banks  was  acting  as 
his  own  counsel  and  the  bond  was 
provided  so  he  would  have  “freedom  for 
preparation  for  his  trial." 

Mr.  Adams,  who  has  served  as  a  kind 
of  church  "ombudsman"  on  social 
issues,  said  one  of  his  first  concerns  was 
for  the  safety  of  Mr.  Banks. 

Mr.  Adams  said  although  his  agency 
didn’t  like  losing  the  $5,000,  it  was  not 
withdrawing  from  concern  for  the  issues 
which  it  feels  Mr.  Banks  “has  been  ar¬ 
ticulating  very  clearly  and  effectively.” 

The  United  Methodist  official  said  that 
loss  of  the  bond  jeopardizes  the  ability  of 
institutions  like  the  church  to  help  AIM 
and  “closes  off  some  of  its  options.” 

AIM  has  lost  some  of  its  credibility 
through  Mr.  Banks’  disappearance,  he 
felt. 

Earlier,  Vernon  Bellecourt,  a  member 
of  the  AIM  National  Council,  said  he 
hoped  United  Methodists  would  un¬ 
derstand  there  were  “awesome  political 
persecutions”  going  on  against  Indians. 

He  said  that  Mr.  Banks  was  “a  fugitive 
from  injustice,”  who  had  “gone  into 
exile"  and  would  “emerge”  soon. 

The  Iowa  United  Methodist  Conference 
had  provided  $85,000  bond  for  Mr.  Banks 
when  he  was  tried  in  St.  Paul  last  year  on 
charges  growing  out  of  the  occupation  of 
Wounded  Knee,  S.D.,  and  was  found 
innocent.  This  money  was  returned  to  the 
conference  after  the  trial. 


the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  it  speaks  to 
the  fulfillment  of  persons  and  prayer  that 
our  action  may  prove  to  be  a  viable, 
prophetic  voice  in  our  church  and  our 
society.” 


‘Gay’  issue 
legislation 
summarized 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Draft  proposals 
that  would  delete  language  opposing 
homosexuality  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  social  platform  have 
slim  chance  for  passage  if  the 
denomination's  1976  General  Conference 
is  guided  by  the  1975  sentiments  of  a 
majority  of  the  73  annual  conferences. 

At  least  39  of  the  annual  conferences, 
meeting  in  late  May  and  June,  took  ac¬ 
tions  that  in  some  respect  reaffirmed  the 
traditional  Christian  opposition  to 
homosexuality. 

A  long  list  of  conferences  from  all  parts 
of  the  U.  S.  asked  the  General  Conference 
to  impose  specific  bans  on  the  ordination 
of  homosexuals. 

The  only  possibility  left  for  pro¬ 
homosexual  legislation  to  be  introduced 
to  the  1976  General  Conference  lies  with 
the  denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  which  is  yet  to  deal  with  the 
issue  as  an  entire  board.  (Indications 
earlier  that  the  church’s  council  on  youth 
ministries  would  submit  legislation  on 
the  issue  have  not  materialized.  See 
related  story  above.) 

One  Church  and  Society  proposal 
would  remove  from  official  Social 
Principles  a  statement  which  says 
homosexuality  is  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.” 

The  proposed  change  would  read,  “We 
welcome  the  homosexual  as  we  welcome 
the  heterosexual  into  the  fellowship  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Another  new  section  would  oppose 
discrimination  against  homosexuals  and 
urge  support  for  “the  growing  number  of 
clergy  and  laity  who  are  homosexual  and 
who  decline  to  hide  this  important  facet 
of  their  lives.” 

These  proposals  were  made  on  an  8  to  5 
vote  by  a  committee  of  the  church  and 
society  board’s  Division  of  General 
Welfare. 

Before  being  forwarded  to  the  1976 
General  Conference,  to  be  held  in  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.,  in  April,  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  would  have  to  be  approved  by  the 
division,  the  board’s  legislative  com¬ 
mittee  and  board  members,  at  a  meeting 
in  October. 

More  than  20  annual  conferences,  in 
effect,  petitioned  the  General  Conference 
to  retain  language  on  homosexuality 
adopted  by  the  1972  quadrennial 
legislating  meeting  as  part  of  the  Social 
Principles. 

Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

REACH  YOUR  CHURCH’S  budget  goals  In 
spite  of  today's  economy  ...  with  the  1975 

Pony  Express  Stewardship  Plan.  For  free 
details,  write:  Rev.  Don  English.  2536  N.  W. 

26th,  Oklahoma  City.  OK.  73107. 

CONN  CLASSIC  CUSTOM  825  organ,  bench; 
two  manual  AGO.  12  ranks  plus  pedal.  12 
capture  pistons,  separate  Celeste  tone 
generator  cabinet.  18  speakers.  $6000.  (817) 
430-1488,  Dean.  Rt.  3,  Box  498.  Roanoke.  Texas 

76262. 

FRESNO  METRO  MINISTRY  (ecumenical, 
dealing  with  empowerment  of  peoples) 
seeking  director  with  skills  In  group  process, 
administration,  fund  raising,  organizing. 
Salary  negotiable.  Deadline  Oct.  1st.  William 
Stegall.  4809  E.  Illinois,  Fresno.  Cal.  9370Z 

Beautiful  book  tlUed  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  $2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's.  P.  O.  Box  25351.  Houston.  Texas 
77005. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park.  1850 

AUce  St..  Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING. 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  sizes  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 

(214)  74M540. 

RETIRED  UNITED  METHODIST  pastor 
seeks  position  as  Minister  of  Visitation. 
Contact:  Rev.  T.  M.  GoH.  1112  W.  Knollwood 
Ave..  Tampa.  Fla.  33604.  (813  )  935-3578. 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  Choirs  and  Youth 
Director  combination  full  time  or  hill  time 
Youth  Director  with  part  time  elementary 
music  —  salary  negotiable.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  415  North  Lee.  Odessa. 
Texas  79781.  phone  (915  )  337-1527. 

VACATION  COTTAGE  for  rent  to  retired 
couple.  Near  Allegheny  National  Forest 
Raymond  Seastead.  107  Jackson  Ave..  Warren. 

Pa.  16365. 

YOUTH  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  position  open  - 
Sept.  1.  Salary  open  —  college  degree  not 
required.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box 

505.  Muleshoe.  Texas  79347.  (806)  272-5517. 

DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS: 
Nebraska  Conference  of  United  Methodist 
Church  seeks  a  person  for  position  of  Director 
of  Communications.  Duties  Include 
preparation  of  monthly  newspaper,  super¬ 
vision  of  denominational  media  relations, 
development  and  Implementation  of  com¬ 
munications  policies,  provision  of  com¬ 
munications  services  to  boards  and  agencies 
plus  consultation  to  districts  and  local  chur¬ 
ches  on  communication  procedures  and 
techniques.  Qualifications:  Several  years 
experience  In  Journalism  and-or  media 
relations  Is  required.  A  degree  In  Journalism 
and-or  related  communications  field  Is 
preferred.  Salary  $13,900.  Write  Executive 
Director  of  Ministries.  P.O.  Box  4553.  Lincoln 
68504.  for  further  Information.  An  equal  op¬ 
portunity  employer.  { 

Youth  council  lists  6 third  world 
empowerment*  as  its  top  priority 


Betty  Ford’s  TV  comments 
spur  reaction  from  church 


AIM  leader’s  disappearance 
costs  church  groups  $10,000 
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4F aith  benefits  blacks’ 

200-year  history  assessed;  leaders  named  in  El 
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CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  The  Christian 
experience  has  on  the  whole  given 
meaning  to  the  black  experience  in 
America  and  made  it  tolerable,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  prominent  black  sociologist 
of  religion. 

Dr.  C.  Eric  Lincoln  of  Fisk  University, 
Nashville,  wrote  on  ‘*200  Years  of  Black 
Religion”  in  a  special  (August)  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Issue  of  Ebony  magazine, 
published  here. 

The  United  Methodist  clergyman  said 
that  the  dominant  religious  tradition  in 
America  has  exerted  influences  of 
“questionable  value  to  the  immediate 
interests  of  black  progress”  in  the 
various  periods  of  history.  He  lamented 
U.S.  Christianity’s  “white  patina,”  (a 
thin  layer  of  corrosion )  dating  from  pre- 
Revolutionary  days. 

But  by  and  large,  and  given  the  fact  of 
350  years  of  slavery,  Dr.  Lincoln  believes 
that  Christianity  has  served  the  goal  of 
black  liberty  and  equality  in  the  nation. 

In  the  same  issue  with  the  Lincoln 
article.  Ebony  listed  its  choices  of  the  10 
most  important  blacks  in  American 
history.  Of  the  10,  only  one  of  whom  is 
living,  seven  were  closely  identified  with 
religion.  Of  these,  two  were  Christian 
clergymen;  a  third  founded  a  church 
college. 

Four  of  the  nine  past  figures  were 
Methodists  and  two  Baptists.  The  only 
living  person  on  the  list.  Associate 
Justice  Thurgood  Marshall,  is  an 
Episcopalian. 

Others  on  the  Ebony  list  are  Bishop 
Richard  Allen,  Harriett  Tubman, 
Frederick  Douglass,  Booker  T. 
Washington,  Dr.  Mary  McLeod  Bethune, 
Dr.  William  E.B.  DuBois,  Marcus 
Garvey,  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  and 
Elijah  Muhammed. 


Dr.  Lincoln  cited  several  effects  of 
Christianity  on  the  American  black 
experience,  once  slaves  were 
evangelized.  He  noted  that  it  was  the 
early  18th  century  (the  1700s)  before 
blacks  were  admitted  into  the  churches. 

Prior  to  about  1740,  he  said,  whites  in 
both  North  and  South  feared  that  con¬ 
version  of  blacks  would  imply  the  right  to 
social  equality. 

Once  “fiery  exhorters,”  produced  by 
the  “Great  Awakening  of  the  1740s,” 
brought  thousands  of  blacks  into  the 
Christian  fold.  Dr.  Lincoln  said,  positive 
results  could  be  traced. 

Christianity,  he  continued,  became  a 
meaningful  substitute  for  what  was 
remembered  about  tribal  life  in  Africa : 
“Common  worship,  a  common  song, 
common  rituals  and  common  belief 
broke  down  the  barriers  of  language,  and 
custom  and  brought  men  and  women  of 
many  different  tribal  affiliations 
together  in  voluntary  association. 

“Further,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  despite  the  fact  that  white  Christians 
could  not  seem  to  overcome  the 
psychological  need  to  make  chattels  of 
human  beings,  their  structures  of  con¬ 
science  were  constantly  under  attack  and 
always  on  the  defensive  by  the  presence 
of  Christian  slaves.” 

Christianity,  Dr.  Lincoln  said,  also 
provided  an  impetus  toward  freedom 
among  the  slaves  through  the  “notion 
that  true  religion  and  slavery  were  in¬ 
consistent.” 

Faith,  coupled  with  internal  fortitude, 
“was  to  become  in  time  a  critical 
element  in  the  technique  of  black  sur¬ 
vival,”  according  to  the  sociologist. 

Dr.  Lincoln  surveyed  the  development 
of  black  denominations,  particularly 
Baptist  and  Methodist,  and  the  growth  of 


church-related  educational  institutions  ; 
for  blacks  after  Emancipation.  He  cited  j 
the  contribution  of  black  clergy  to  the  : 
civil  rights  movement.  He  pointed  to  ; 
current  efforts  by  black  theologians  to 
put  the  black  experience  into  theological 
perspective  so  that  the  “white  patina”  of 
the  faith  is  more  quickly  shed. 

Dr.  Lincoln  said  that  the  common  faith 
of  Christians,  black  and  white,  “tran¬ 
scends  the  times  and  circumstances 
which  brought  us  together.” 

“Christianity,”  he  wrote,  “was  not  the 
‘white  man’s  religion,’  but  a  religion  the 
white  man  sought  to  manipulate  to  serve 
his  private  ends.  Our  common  faith  is 
now  our  common  fate  and  our  common 
responsibility.  That’s  the  way  it  was  in 
the  beginning.” 

Ebony  editors  indicated  some 
hesitancy  in  limiting  their  list  of  im¬ 
portant  blacks  to  10  names.  They  said, 
however,  that  the  persons  chosen  are 
men  and  women  on  whose  shoulders 
modern  blacks  can  stand  in  presenting 
their  demands. 

The  Methodists  in  more  detail  are: 
—Bishop  Richard  Allen  (died  1831),  a 
Philadelphia  clergyman  and  firm 
believer  in  the  Declaration  of  Indepen¬ 
dence,  who  founded  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1787. 

—Frederick  Douglass  (d.  1895),  born  a 
slave,  escaped  to  become  a  leading 
abolitionist  and  a  lay  preacher  In  a  New 
Bedford,  Mass,  congregation  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church,  a  denomination  started  in  New 
York  in  1796. 

—Harriet  Tubman  (d.  1913),  “con¬ 
ductor”  on  the  Underground  Railroad, 
the  “black  Moses”  of  the  19th  century 
who  was  an  active  member  of  the  AME 
Zion  Church. 


Churches  shepherd,  share 
arriving  Asian  refugees 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

Since  the  Communist  takeover  of  South 
Vietnam  last  spring,  some  150,000 
Southeast  Asian  refugees  have  fled  their 
war-ravaged  homes  and  now  await 
placement  in  the  U.S. 

United  Methodist  congregations  across 
the  nation  have  been  instrumental  in 
meeting  the  many  needs  of  these  Cam¬ 
bodian,  Indo-Chinese  and  South  Viet¬ 
namese  refugees,  according  to  news 
items  in  the  Aug.  15  issue  of  several 
conference  editions  of  TM/  UMR 
(California -Nevada,  Holst  on,  Minnesota, 
Northern  Illinois,  and  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Conferences). 

Yet,  now  that  the  more  immediate 
necessities  such  as  food,  clothing, 
housing,  job  training  and  employment 
and  short-term  financial  assistance  have 
been  obtained,  an  even  greater  challenge 
remains:  adjusting  to  a  new  culture, 
language  and  climate. 

“Ahead  lies  that  huge  task  of 
assimilating  the  refugees  meaningfully 
into  the  community-at-large,  while 
shepherding  them  cautiously  within  an 
environment  of  freedom  and  love,” 
observed  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Nelson, 
whose  church,  First  UMC,  Northfield, 
Minn.,  is  sponsoring  the  Nguyen  Hong 
Chau  family  of  Saigon. 

Response  to  the  refugees’  plight,  in 
most  instances,  has  been  favorable  and 
has  sometimes  come  from  unexpected 
corners. 

“Although  not  much  money  has  been 
received  through  pledges  or  gifts,”  Mrs. 
Marilyn  Hasbrou  of  St.  Mark’s  UMC, 
Sacramento,  Cal.,  remarked,  “they 
(members)  have  donated  everything  — 
even  vegetables  out  of  the  garden”  to  the 
Ngo  Minh  family  of  Vietnam.  A  Cuban 
refugee  family  in  Corning,  Cal.,  provided 
a  television  to  help  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Im  Van 
and  their  three  sons  learn  the  English 
language. 

Involvement  in  the  refugee  reset¬ 
tlement  effort  has  evolved  in  a  gamut  of 
ways.  Corning  and  El  Camino,  Cal.,  U.M. 
churches,  for  example,  became  in¬ 
terested  in  aiding  a  Cambodian  family  of 
five  through  the  son  of  Dr.  Elmer 
Schmitt,  pastor  of  the  two  congregations. 

Terry  Schmitt,  25,  a  photographer  for 
the  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  during  a 
visit  to  Phnom  Penh  last  year,  met  an 
United  Press  International  photogra- 


Texas  Wesleyan 
College 

Fort  Worth,  Texas  76105 

It  is  not  too  late  for  the  1975  fall  semester 


►  Fully  accredited  4-year  college 
i  Excellent  air-conditioned  physical  facilities 
Small  classes  —  Individual  attention 
Financial  aid  program 

Applications  accepted  for  new  and  transfer  students 
Dormitory  space  available 
Classes  begin  —  September  2,  1975 
Late  registration  through  September  8,  1975 
Tuition  and  Fees  —  Approximately  SI. 500  per  year 
Room  and  Board  Si, 035  per  year 


Call  collect  —  817/  534-0251.  ext.  219 
Or  write  — 

Dean  of  Admissions 
Texas  Wesleyan  College 
P.  O.  Box  3277 
Fort  Worth.  Texas  76105 


Give  us  this  day  our  daily  rice  seems  to  be  the  thought 
around  the  table  as  participants  continue  their  “Search  for 
the  Sandalwood  Mountain." 


::  By  ALEX  VERGARA 

OAHU,  Hawaii  —  United 
Methodists  here  have  joined  church- 
3  persons  from  other  denominations  in 
an  effort  to  explore  the  ethnic 

*  Christian  experience  in  the  islands. 
:%  Initial  reactions  in  the  “Search  for 

*  the  Sandalwood  Mountain,”  theme 
of  this  year’s  Education  for  Mission 

v  Conference  July  17-19,  were  as 

varied  as  the  ethnic  groups 
represented:  Native  Hawaiian, 
Chinese,  Filipino,  Japanese, 
Korean,  Okinawan,  Samoan  and 
Haole.  Originally  “haole”  meant 
“foreigner”  but  now  describes  any 
Caucasian.  Haoles  here  know  what  it 
is  like  to  be  in  the  minority. 

Resource  persons  from  mainland 
U.S.A.  consciously  joined  the  people 
of  Hawaii  in  wrestling  with  the 
problems  unique  to  Pacific  island¬ 
ers.  Among  those  offering  insight 
was  Dr.  Roy  I.  Sano,  a  United 
Methodist  and  chaplain  of  Mills 
College,  Oakland,  Cal. 


The  conference,  which  drew  80 
participants  to  Hawaii  Loa  College, 
was  co-sponsored  by  the  Hawaiian 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  Asian 
Center  for  Theology  and  Strategies 
(ACTS). 

TJie  sandalwood  tree,  rich  in 
imagery,  has  a  peculiar  mode  of 
development.  Its  seedling  sends 
roots  into  roots  of  other  plants  until 
it  is  strong  enough  to  grow  on  its 
own.  The  sandalwood  symbolizes  the 
future  church  in  Hawaii. 

“Hawaii  church  life  constitutes  a 
unique  phenomenon,”  the  Rev. 
David  Harada,  a  native  U.M. 
minister,  observed.  “No  ethnic 
group  in  Hawaii  forms  a  majority, 
but  most  minorities  are  large 
enough  to  maintain  a  certain  degree 
of  self-identity  and  community 
support  without  being  absorbed  into 
a  dominant  culture. 

“What  is  emerging  in  Hawaii 
communities  is  not  the  assimilation 
of  minority  groups  into  a  dominant 


Search  for  the  Sandalwood  Mountain  participants  discuss 
how  to  interview  a  “kamaaina"  or  oldtimer  resident  of 
Hawaii. 

PHOTOS  BY  ALEX  VERGARA 

culture  but  the  development  of 
culture  and  life  style. 

“Perhaps  in  a  place  like  ours 
(Hawaii),  we  are  given  to 
developing  a  unique  kind  of  church 
life  like  t.;e  sandalwood  tree, 
developing  into  special  creations 
which  are  responsive  to  the  unique 
social  climate  of  our  island  com¬ 
munities,  he  added.  “Like  the 
sandalwood,  we  may  need  to  offer 
opportunities  so  that  new  seedlings 
can  reach  into  the  rootage  of  older 
‘trees’  of  older  cultures  and  find 
strength  and  help.” 

Participants  celebrated  their 
unique  Christian  experiences 
through  special  interest  workshops 
which  focused  on  Bud¬ 
dhist/  Christian  dialogue,  ethnic 
movements,  immigrants,  oral 
history  and  worship  and  liturgy. 

Alex  Vergara  a  native  of  the 
Philippines,  is  a  fourth  year 
ministerial  student  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  SMU,  Dallas. 


Deploy  more  talent  in  U.N. 


pher,  Im  Van.  Mr.  Schmitt  gave  Mr.  Van 
his  card  and  invited  him  to  contact  him  if 
he  ever  needed  any  help. 

Recently,  a  message  came  from  Camp 
Pendleton,  Cal.,  saying  that  the  entire 
Van  family  was  at  the  camp  and  in  need 
of  assistance. 

Not  only  have  the  refugees  benefitted 
from  the  resettlement  drive.  Sponsors 
are  discovering  the  joy  of  helping  the  less 
fortunate  and  experiencing  a  renewed 
sense  of  togetherness. 

“It  certainly  is  in  the  finest  tradition  of 
this  country  and  in  obedience  to  the 
Gospel’s  proclamation  that  a  community 
of  faith  will  try  to  be  helpful,”  Dr.  Harry 
Peelor,  senior  pastor  of  Christ  UMC, 
Bethel  Park,  Pa.,  said.  “The 
congregation  of  Christ  UMC  is  finding  a 
great  deal  of  joy  in  this  united  program.” 
Christ  UMC  is  sponsoring  a  six-member 
Vietnamese  family. 

“In  a  large  church,”  Ms.  Pat  Evey, 
coordinating  chairperson  of  Christ 
UMC’s  Outreach  Commission,  noted,  “it 
is  difficult  to  find  one  thing  that  will  draw 
everyone  together.  This  really  has  in 
many  ways.  I  can’t  recall  so  much  en¬ 
thusiasm  over  one  thing.” 

Commenting  on  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  church  and  the  refugee,  Mrs. 
Carollin  Janzen  of  Kingsburg  (Cal.) 
UMC  explained,  “We  want  them  (the 
congregation’s  “adopted”  Le  Jan  Minh 
family  of  Saigon)  to  feel  independent  but 
that  the  church  is  their  family,  regard¬ 
less  of  their  religious  affiliation.” 

“The  political  decisions  that  have 
brought  these  families  to  the  U.S.  are  not 
under  consideration,”  Dr.  Peelor  added. 
“The  fact  is  that  there  are  those  among 
us  who  hurt  and  are  bewildered  and  lost 
and  have  so  much  less." 

Language  differences  apparently  have 
not  proven  major  obstacles  to  the  United 
Methodist  Mission  of  showing  what 
genuine  Christian  care  and  concern  is  all 
about. 

“We  were  sad  at  first  to  leave  our 
country,  but  so  many  people  have 
helped,”  one  Southeast  Asian  said.  “We 
want  to  understand  the  Christian  faith 
more.  Treatment  like  we  have  gotten 
makes  the  Christian  way  seem  very 
good. 

“We  are  grateful.  We  have  found  our 
home,  and  it  is  here." 


MONTCLAIR,  N.J.  (RNS)  —  Instead 
of  making  threats  to  withdraw  from  the 
United  Nations,  the  U.S.  should  deploy 
more  of  its  talented  diplomatic,  scientific 
and  cultural  leadership  in  U.N.  service, 
Dr.  Robert  Nelson  said  here. 

The  United  Methodist  theologian,  who 
teaches  at  Boston  University,  touched  on 
the  explosive  issue  of  what  the  U.S. 
might  do  if  the  U.N.  suspends  Israel  from 
the  General  Assembly. 

“American  Christians  need  to  keep  in 
tense  relation  their  deep  sense  of 
religious  ties  with  the  people  of  Israel 
and  their  concern  for  the  U.S.  to  maintain 


a  leading  role  in  the  several 
organizations  of  the  U.N.,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Nelson,  a  member  of  the  U.N. 
National  Commission  for  UNESCO, 
preached  a  sermon  on  the  U.N.  at  a 
Montclair  ecumenical  service. 

“U.S.  withdrawal  from  the  United 
Nations  would  be  the  worst  case  of 
ejecting  the  precious  baby  with  the 
murky  bathwater,”  he  said. 

He  disagreed  with  U.S.  officials  who 
have  threatened  curtailment  of 
American  support  for  the  U.N.  if  action  is 
taken  against  Israel. 

Verbal  attacks  on  Israel  by  Arab  and 
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aHvised Presidents,  founded  the  National  U.M.  theologian  18  against  Withdrawal 

Association  cf  Negro  Women  and  — - - 

Bethune-Cookman  College,  Florida,  and 
played  active  role  in  Methodist  (now 
United  Methodist)  Church. 

Booksellers 
say  religion 
books  sell 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  Reports 
from  publishing  sources  indicate  a 
veritable  boom  in  the  sale  of  religious 
books.  y  < 

The  rise  in  sales  has  reached  the  point 
where  at  least  36  volumes  have  sold  more 
than  one  million  copies  within  the  past 
five  years. 

A  new  survey  claims  that  42  per  cent  of 
American  families  bought  Bibles  or  other 
religious  books  last  year  —  9  million 
Bibles  and  12  million  other  religious 
books. 

And  the  Christian  Booksellers 
Association  (CBA),  which  held  its  26th 
annual  convention  here,  reported  a  66  per 
cent  sales  jump  by  its  member  stores 
from  1972  to  1974. 

The  National  Religious  Bestsellers 
newsletter  observed  that  a  few  years  ago 
a  religious  bestseller  was  a  book  that  sold 
10,000  copies.  “Now,  even  the  No.  10  title 
on  the  cloth  list  sells  better  than  75,000 
copies.” 

Kenneth  Taylor’s  “Living  Bible,” 
continues  to  be  a  sales  phenomenon  three 
years  after  its  debut,  having  sold  over  18 
million  copies  —  some  1,500  a  day.  Other 
top  sellers  include:  Hal  Lindsey’s  “The 
Late  Great  Planet  Earth,”  and  David 
Wilkerson’s  “The  Cross  and  the  Switch¬ 
blade,”  each  with  more  than  6  million 
copies  sold. 

The  association  of  American 
Publishers,  noting  that  religious  books 
account  for  6  per  cent  of  total  book  sales 
in  the  U.S.,  pointed  out  that  this 
represents  a  16.6  per  cent  increase  since 
1967. 

Gerald  Battle,  marketing  manager  of 
Cokesbury,  the  United  Methodist  chain  of 
38  stores,  said,  “We  are  .selling  more 
religious  books  of  every  kind  than  at  any 
time  in  our  history.” 

“Three  types  of  religious  books  sell 
well,”  said  Alex  Liepa,  editorial  director 
of  religion  for  Doubleday  and  chairman 
of  the  interpublishers'  Religion 
Publishing  Group.  These  are  “in¬ 
spirational  books  that  speak  to  the 
problems  of  individuals  who  are  a  little 
bit  tired  of  the  churches’  pat  answers, 
books  that  help  the  layman  understand 
the  Bible  and  books  of  exceptional 
quality,  regardless  of  category.” 

Looking  ahead,  Mr.  Liepa  is  concerned 
that  quality  and  depth  may  be  lacking  in 
evangelical  books. 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 

At  the  end  of  the  Revolution,  American 
Methodists  were  in  an  awkward  position. 
They  had  always  depended  on  the  Church 
of  England  to  supply  them  with  ordained 
clergy  authorized  to  serve  communion, 
an  act  the  local  preachers  and  circuit 
riders  were  not  allowed  to  perform.  But 
now,  since  ties  with  England  had  been 
severed,  American  Methodists  no  longer 
paid  allegiance  to  the  English  King  —  the 
head  of  the  Church  of  England. 

In  this  dilemma,  John  Wesley  had  two 
options.  He  could  either  align  the 
American  Methodists  with  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  —  the  American 
branch  of  the  Church  of  England  —  or 
make  them  into  an  independent  body. 

Against  strong  opposition  —  including 
that  of  his  brother  Charles  —  Wesley 
decided  that  American  Methodists 
should  become  an  independent  group 
with  their  own  ordained  clergy.  His  next 
move  was  to  ordain  Dr.  Francis  Coke  and 
send  him  to  America  to  ordain  Francis 
Asbury.  And  since,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  Church  of  England,  Wesley  was  not 
authorized  to  ordain  anyone,  many  were 
shocked. 

In  order  that  the  American  Methodists 
might  meet  and  hear  Dr.  Coke,  a  special 
conference  was  called;  and  Freeborn 
Garrettson  was  sent  out  to  round  up  the 
circuit  riders.  His  assignment  makes  the 
ride  of  Paul  Revere  seem  insignificant  in 
comparison,  for  Garrettson  had  to  ride 
1200  miles  in  six  weeks  and  preach  along 
the  way! 

At  this  conference,  Asbury  refused  to 
be  ordained  unless  the  Methodist  preach¬ 
ers  at  the  conference  voted  to  do  so.  In 
this  decision,  Asbury  showed  that  he  had 
the  foresight  of  a  statesman.  He  clearly 
understood  that  Americans  were  moving 
away  from  Wesley  and  that  democracy 
was  the  new  rule. 


That  conference  which  met  in 
Baltimore  on  December  24,  1784,  (called 
the  “Christmas  Conference”)  was  a 
momentous  one.  It  founded  the  new 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  it  voted 
to  ordain  Francis  Asbury  who,  up  to 
now,  was  merely  a  layman. 

According  to  the  “Discipline”,  Asbury 
could  not  become  a  general  superin¬ 
tendent  or  bishop,  as  the  American 
Methodists  decided  to  call  their  highest 
leaders,  all  at  once.  There  were, 
however,  ways  to  get  around  that 
technicality.  And  so  on  Christmas  day, 
Asbury  was  ordained  a  deacon;  the 
following  day  he  was  ordained  an  elder; 
and  on  the  next  day  he  was  made 
superintendent(bishop) ! 

Mr.  Ludwig  is  a  free  lance  writer  who 
is  contributing  historical  articles  to 
TM/  UMR  during  the  Bicentennial  year 
celebration.  He  lives  in  Tucson.  Ariz. 


Soviet  bloc  nations  are  deplorable,  Dr 
Nelson  said,  but  he  maintained  that  they 
are  not  the  sole  cause  of  U.S.  disaffection 
with  the  U.N.  He  said  that  the  Americans 
never  put  membership  on  the  line  when 
Nationalist  China  was  ousted  in  favor  of 
the  Peoples  Republic  of  China  or  when 
South  Africa  was  attacked. 

“What  this  country  should  do  is  to 
deploy  far  more  of  its  talented 
diplomatic,  scientific  and  cultural 
leadership  in  the  U.N.  than  has  so  far 
been  the  case,”  he  stated. 

Dr.  Nelson  said  that  the  U.N.  may  not 
be  called  with  theological  accuracy  “our 
last,  best  hope.” 

“Our  hope  for  a  peaceful  world,”  he 
said,  “does  not  reside  in  the  U.N.  as  such, 
but  in  humanity’s  broader  conformity  to 
the  terms  of  God’s  will.  Yet  the  U.N.  is 
surely  a  major,  indispensable  tool  which 
is  used  for  that  realization.” 


Worship  must  always  say 
‘a  good  word  for  Jesus’ 


BUCKHANNON,  W.  Va.  (RNS)  -  A 
United  Methodist  worship  specialist  told 
a  churchwide  convocation  of  1,300  per¬ 
sons  here  that  the  purpose  of  worship  is 
"to  say  a  good  word  for  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  Rev.  Eugene  Holmes  of  Harts ville, 
S.C.,  chairperson  of  the  section  on 
worship  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship  told  the  convocation  on 
worship,  music,  and  other  arts  that 
“worship  is  our  acknowledgement  of  the 
sovereignty  of  God  in  our  lives ;  it  is  our 
way  of  Seeking  and  searching  after  the 
will  of  God.” 

Highlighting  what  he  felt  to  be  the  most 
important  purpose  of  worship,  Mr. 
Holmes  said,  “There  is  certainly  a  place 
in  our  preaching  for  careful  theological 
reflection.  There  is  surely  a  place  in  our 
worship  for  Bach  and  Beethoven  and 
good  music.  But  our  purpose  must  never 


be  ‘good  theology’  and  ‘good  music’  per 
se  —  our  purpose  must  always  be  to  say  a 
good  word  for  Jesus  Christ,  to  com¬ 
municate  the  truths  of  the  Gospel 
through  the  arts  with  which  we  are  en¬ 
dowed  —  preaching,  music,  worship, 
painting,  dancing,  decorating,  playing, 
singing.” 

Criticizing  what  he  described  as  the 
“haphazard”  nature  of  much  worship, 
Mr.  Holmes  charged,  “We  pick  hymns  on 
the  basis  of  favorites  and  familiarity 
without  any  consideration  as  to  their 
content.  We  just  drag  in  any  old  prayer, 
and  most  of  the  time  it  has  no  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  Scripture  or  the  sermon  or  the 
hymns.  And  the  choir  director  picks  an 
anthem  because  ‘we  like  it,’  ‘we  know  it,’ 
or  ‘it’s  pretty.’  And  the  organist  plays  a 
favorite  for  prelude,  offertory  and 
postlude.” 


Happiness  is 
being  loved! 


Ten-year-old  Nirmala  is  happy 
now!  But  she  used  to  go  to  bed 
hungry  night  after  night  because 
her  family  could  not  feed  her. 
Nirmala  lives  in  India,  and  we 
accepted  her  into  our  orphanage. 
She  can  smile  now,  perhaps  for  the 
first  time  in  her  life,  but  we  need  a 
sponsor  to  help  care  for  her. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Nirmala  or  some 
other  deserving  child  in  one  of  our 
orphanages  in  India,  Korea,  or 
Sarawak  will  be  a  rewarding  ex¬ 
perience  for  a  group,  a  family,  or 
an  individual.  We  will  send  you  full 
information  on  "your”  child  and 
you  may  write  him  if  you  wish.  The 
cost:  Still  just  $10  a  month,  and  you 
will  not  be  asked  to  sign  a  contract. 
Investing  in  a  child  is  investing  in 
eternity. 


WRITE  TO:  R*».  A  Mr*.  Albert  E.  Pnr- 
vtanee.  WORLD'8  CHILDREN,  Inc.,  Box  828, 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  82001. 


HOW  I 

Human 


$4.95  AT  YOUR  BOOKSTORE 
by  C.  Harley  Dickson 

"Jesus . . .  fully  God  and  fully  man." 
Powerful  words  But  what  do  they 
mean  to  you? 

A  SPECIAL  KIND  OF  MAN  will  take 
you  on  a  refreshing  spiritual 
pilgrimage.  It  will  open  your  eyes  to 
Jesus'  humanity  .  to  His  capacity  to 
understand  your  needs.  And  it  will 
leave  you  with  a  deeper  assurance 
of  His  divinity. 

C.  Harley  Dickson  provides 
meaningful  answers  to  pressing 
questions  like: 

•  What  does  it  mean  to  you  for 
Jesus  to  be  fully  human? 

•  Was  He  really  human  like  you? 

•  Did  He  have  advantages  th&t  you 
do  not  have? 

•  If  not.  how  did  He  live  such  a 
perfect  life? 

An  exciting  new  look  at  Jesus  that  is 
sure  to  build  your  faith . . .  and  leave 
you  with  the  conviction  that  you  too, 
can  be  God's  special  kind  of 
person. 


C.  Harley  Dickson  is  the  senior 
minister  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lexington.  North 
Carolina. 

WORDBOOKS— 

for  people  on  the  grow 
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inity  UM,  Ruston,  to  host 
nual  UMW  meeting 
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Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  which  will  host  the  1975  meeting 
of  United  Methodist  Women,  will  be  easy 
to  find  —  it  has  a  shining  golden  cross 
rising  high  above  its  spire.  It  faces  the 
rising  sun,  and  according  to  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Merlin  Merrill,  it  is 

.  .  speaking  to  us  of  the  promises  of  a 
new  day.”  This  new  day  is  symbolic  of 
the  fourth  church  structure  which  the 
congregation  moved  into  in  September, 
1971,  with  the  Reverend  Doctor  Merrill  as 
pastor.  The  completion  of  the  sanctuary 
in  1974  marks  the  achievement  of  the  goal 
of  the  far-sighted  planning  and  tireless 
efforts  of  its  members.  Many  outstanding 
pastors  have  served  the  church. 

Trinity  is  described  by  all  who  know  it 
as  “a  warm-hearted,  friendly  church 
with  its  eye  on  the  future,  its  mind  on  the 
present,  and  its  memories  of  the  past 
never  forgotten.” 

Trinity  aiso  has  a  special  relationship 
to  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  also  located  in  Ruston  and 
familiar  to  United  Methodists  throughout 
the  Conference.  The  Home  was  organized 
and  located  in  Ruston  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  1908.  Many  fine  young 
people  of  the  Home  have  been  identified 
with  the  life  of  the  church,  and  have 
grown  up  under  the  guidance  of  the  Home 
and  influence  of  the  Church  School  and 
UMYF  training  by  Trinity  teachers. 

United  Methodist  Women  of  Trinity, 
who  are  planning  an  enthusiastic 
welcome  for  the  Conference  meeting  on 
September  12-13,  are  strong  in  their 
service  to  the  church.  They  offer  many 
opportunities  to  women  of  the  church  in 
small  groups  to  meet  for  study, 
fellowship  and  service  at  various  times 


Trinity  T_  niteJ  i^Ietluotlist  ClmrcJi 

'The  Friendly  Church " 


during  the  day.  A  noon  luncheon  group 
meets  monthly,  and  general  meetings  for 
the  entire  group  are  scheduled  at  times 
when  all  women  may  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  attend. 

Trinity,  a  family-oriented  church, 
believes  that  today’s  family  is 
tomorrow’s  hope,  and  “the  family  that 
prays  together  stays  together.”  As  it 
grew  from  13  members,  and  as  it  worked, 
planned  and  pledged,  the  heritage 
continued  with  the  motto,  ‘‘My  Father 


Mary’s  Chapel  UM  holds 
inspiring  youth  revival 


Shown  here  are  some  of  the  people  who  had  a  hand  in  ttie  proceedings  of  the  Youth 
Banquet  of  The  Mary's  Chapel.  They  are,  first  row,  from  left:  Savannah  Bells,  Linda 
Peters,  Nazea  Peters  and  Anita  Harry;  second  row,  from  left,  Mary  Nicholas, 
Adrian  Perry,  Debra  Roberts,  Jeannetta  Smith.  Rena  Spikes  and  Lawrence  Young; 
third  row,  left  to  right  -  Zebrina  Spikes,  Evelyn  Smith,  Brenda  Peters  and  Clemel 
Young;  back  row,  left  to  right  -  Oclean  Moses,  Janice  Nicholas,  Michael  Foster  and 
James  Garrett. 


A  Youth  Revival,  of  outstanding 
proportions,  was  enjoyed  this  summer  at 
Mary’s  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church, 
on  the  Angie  Charge,  at  Varnado.  The 
Rev.  Isiah  McCoy  is  Pastor. 

The  Revival  was  a  week-long  event, 
featuring  the  following  Evangelists:  the 
Reverends  Wesley  R.  Cyprian,  Argene 
Moses,  Shelton  Robinson,  and  Leslie 
Fields,  Jr.  Mrs.  Vivian  R.  Peters,  who 
reported  for  the  event,  said  that  the 


“rp’dval  was  inspiring  each  night,”  with 
over  150  youth  and  adults  in  attendance 
on  each  occasion. 

The  entire  church  was  involved  in  the 
planning  and  carrying  out  of  the  suc¬ 
cessful  revival.  A  special  feature  was  the 
Youth  Banquet,  which  was  planned  and 
sponsored  by  the  youth,  United  Methodist 
Women,  Class  Leaders,  and  many  other 
interested  members.  Levi  Lewis  was 
guest  speaker. 


Mrs.  Blair  Guillory  donates  rare  book  to  Centenary 

The  photograph 
shows  the  Rev. 

Grayson  Watson 
(left)  Vice-Pres¬ 
ident  for  De¬ 
velopment  at 
Centenary  College, 
accepting  from  the 
Rev.  William 
Eubanks,  pastor  of 
Ville  Platte  UM 
Church,  a  set  of 
r  ' re  books  donated 
b>  church  member 
Mrs.  Blair  Guillory. 

Mrs.  Guillory 
donated  a  set  of 
CLARK'S  COM¬ 
MENTARY  published  in  1845  to  the  College  for  their  rare  publications  room.  Mrs. 
Guillory,  a  dedicated  member  of  the  Ville  Platte  UM  Church,  gave  the  books  "in 
loving  memory"  of  her  great  grandfather,  Alexander  Hamilton  Wilson,  the  original 
owner  of  the  works. 

Asbury  UM,  Clinton  celebrates 
stimulating  “Women’s  Day” 

United  Methodist  Women  of  Asbury 
Church,  Clinton,  celebrated  its  annual 
“Women’s  Day  Program”  recently, 
using  as  their  theme  “Living  through 
Change  and  Beyond  Fear.” 

Guest  speaker  for  the  occasion  was 
Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock,  Conference 
Mission  Coordinator  for  Christian 
Personhood.  Mrs.  Brock  is  a  member  of 
First  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

Mrs.  Odo  Jones  is  President  of  the 
Clinton  UMW ;  Mrs.  Mary  Ella  Tutson  is 
Vice-President.  Pastor  of  the  Clinton 
church  is  the  Rev.  James  A.  Smith. 


Thompson  UM 
observes  108th 
anniversary 

Thompson  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  observed  its  108th 
Anniversary  on  Sunday,  July  27,  with  the 
Rev.  Andrew  Douglas,  of  LaHarpe  UM 
Church,  preaching.  The  Rev.  Louis 
Augustine,  Jr.  is  pastor  of  Thompson. 
The  Anniversary  theme  was  ‘‘The 
Church  and  World  Evangelism,”  and 
according  to  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Augustine,  the  entire  program  witnessed 
to  this  emphasis. 

The  combined  choirs  of  the  church, 
under  the  leadership  of  Michael 
Augustine  and  Miss  Deborah  Pierre,  set 
the  program’s  spiritual  message  in 
music.  United  Methodist  Women  were  in 
charge  of  the  evening  program,  which 
featured  the  newly  organized  Gospel 
Chorus  singing  “Lonely  Voices.”  The 
pastor  had  taped  the  song  at  Annual 
Conference,  and  introduced  it  to  the 
church,  where  it  is  sung  almost  every 
Sunday. 

Thompson  Church  was  purchased  in 
1867  from  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church,  under  the  leadership  of  the  late 
Rev.  Evans  Green.  At  that  time  the 
church  was  known  as  the  Elmira  Street 
Methodist  Church,  but  two  years  later 
when  it  was  admitted  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  it  became  Thompson  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Thompson 
has  been  served  by  48  Ministers  and  has 
been  on  the  same  location  for  108  years, 
according  to  Andrew  Demery,  Chair¬ 
person,  and  Mrs.  Doris  Pierre,  co¬ 
chairperson  of  the  Anniversary.  It  hat 
experienced  renovation  and  much 
growth  through  its  more-than-a-century 
of  service. 


Ester  Hammond,  Bogalusa;  Oneal 
Hardy,  Palmetto;  Boyd  Hood,  Greens- 
burg;  Alex  Johnson,  Boyce;  Clinton 
Jordan,  Marion;  Eugene  Kimble,  Baton 
f  Rouge;  Pete  Medak,  Monroe;  Donald 
Morgan,  Roanoke;  Robert  Norwood, 
Jeanerette;  John  Oldham,  Baton  Rouge; 
Thomas  H.  Rowe,  Sr.,  Shreveport; 
Herbert  A.  Smith,  Shreveport;  Joe 
Solomon.  Kilbourne;  Paul  Wesley, 
Loranger;  Velma  Wesley,  Loranger;  and 
William  G.  Davis,  Monroe. 


Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock,  Baton  Rouge, 
speaker  at  Clinton's  Women's  Day. 


worketh  —  and  I  work.” 

The  more  than  500  United  Methodist 
Women  expected  to  attend  the  annual 
meeting  will  have  the  unique  opportunity 
of  seeing  this  beautiful  church  with  a 
spirit  to  match  its  physical  plant.  The 
atmosphere  will  add  a  special  dimension 
to  what  holds  promise  of  being  the  best 
meeting  in  the  history  of  UMW. 

All  women  are  urged  to  respond  to  the 
call,  and  send  in  reservations  at  once. 

The  meeting  is  only  two  weeks  away. 

Twenty  participate  at  Perkins 

Among  the  211  persons  enrolled  in  the 
1975  session  of  the  Perkins  Courses  of 
Study  School,  SMU,  were  20  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  The  Courses  of 
Study  School  provides  training  for 
persons  who,  for  one  reason  or  another, 
cannot  receive  the  regular  academic 
training  for  ministry  through  the  three 
year  seminary  degree  plan  but  who  are 
rendering  service  in  ministry. 

The  faculty  for  the  school  is  made  up  of 
seminary  and  college  teachers  as  well  as 
pastors  of  congregations  and  some  on 
special  appointment.  Dr.  Ben  Petty,  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and 
Associate  Professor  of  Philosophy  at 
SMU,  was  a  member  of  the  faculty. 

Director  of  the  School  is  Dr.  Claus 
Rohlfs,  who  is  well  known  to  many  people 
in  our  Conference. 

“Students”  from  Louisiana  enrolled  at 
Perkins  this  summer,  and  shown  in  the 
accompanying  photograph  were: 

Andrew  Douglas,  New  Orleans;  Frank  C. 

Blackburn,  Baker;  Joe  Brown,  Monroe; 

Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr.,  Mooringsport , 

Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles 
participates  in 
evangelism  seminar 

The  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  pastor  of 
First  UM  Church,  Jennings,  recently 
attended  a  seminar  at  Emory  University, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  called  “Turning  the  Church 
Around,  New  Strategies  of  Evangelism 
and  Renewal  in  the  Church  Today.” 

Mr.  Pyles  is  Conference  Secretary  of 
Evangelism  and  represented  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  and  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  at  the  meeting. 

The  Upper  Room 

Sermon  writing 
contest  open 
to  ministers 

A  sermon- writing  contest,  open  to 
ministers  across  the  United  States,  has 
been  announced  by  the  Rev.  Maxie 
Dunnam,  Director  of  the  Fellowship  of 
The  Upper  Room.  This  sermon  contest  is 
a  facet  of  RESURGENCE  ’76,  a  special 
renewal  ministry  of  The  Upper  Room 
preceding  the  bicentennial. 

The  contest  is  the  first  of  its  kind  ever 
conducted  by  the  inter-denominational 
daily  devotional  guide,  and  it  offers  a 
$300  honorarium  for  the  top  award.  Nine 
other  “best  sermons”  also  will  be  chosen, 
with  each  writer  receiving  $100.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Dunnam  said  that  ser¬ 
mons  are  to  be  focused  on  the  theme, 

“THAT  THIS  NATION,  UNDER  GOD, 

SHALL  HAVE  A  NEW  BIRTH  OF 
FREEDOM.” 

Sermon  manuscripts  are  to  be  limited 
to  ten  or  twelve  double-spaced  type-writ¬ 
ten  pages,  and  the  ten  best  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  a  book  to  be  made  available  to 
ministers  as  a  preaching  resource 
preceding  the  bicentennial.  Deadline  for 
entries  is  October  1. 

Interested  ministers  who  need  ad¬ 
ditional  information  may  write  to  the 
Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam,  THE  UPPER 
ROOM,  1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nashville, 

Tenn.  37203. 


Bishop’s  Message 

As  most  of  you  know,  we  have  been  called  upon  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
by  Bishop  Doraisamy  of  Singapore  to  participate  in  episcopal  visitation  to 
Singapore,  Malaysia,  Sarawak,  Indonesia  (Bali),  and  other  places  of  Methodist 
work.  We  are  away  during  the  entire  month  of  August,  and  on  our  return  in 
September  we  will  have  a  bit  of  reporting  to  do. 

This  trip  is  designed  to  be  one  of  heavy  work  —  preaching,  teaching,  leading 
worship,  engaging  in  dialogue,  but  mainly  listening.  Mrs  Crutchfield  and  I 
determined  that  we  would  listen,  ask  questions,  learn,  and  try  to  hear  what  this 
section  of  Southeast  Asia  is  trying  to  say  to  us.  One  of  our  purposes  is  to  increase 
understanding  between  the  Christian  peoples,  particularly  Methodists,  in 
Southeast  Asia  and  Christians  in  our  own  America.  Another  of  our  purposes  is  to 
develop  stronger  bonds  of  Christian  unity  between  ourselves  and  these 
Methodists  (they  are  not  “American”  Methodists,  but  are  autonomous)  who 
are  growing  so  rapidly.  We  are  told  that  one  of  the  chief  problems  of  the  region 
is  assimilation  of  new  members.  (The  church  is  growing  so  rapidly,  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  is  that  of  assimilating  properly  the  new  converts!) 

We  will  be  visiting  Dr.  Guy  Garrett  of  the  Trinity  Theological  Seminary  in 
Singapore.  Dr.  Garrett  went  into  the  ministry  during  his  days  at  the  University 
of  Oklahoma  when  I  was  his  pastor.  He  has  since  become  a  distinguished 
theologian  and  leader;  we’re  anxious  for  a  visit  with  him  and  his  family. 

We’ll  be  visiting  leaders  and  work  from  near  the  Thai  border,  through  Kuala 
Lumpur,  on  down  to  Singapore,  across  to  Sarawak  and  elsewhere,  completing 
our  visit  in  Bali  in  the  old  Dutch  East  Indies,  now  Indonesia. 

Much  of  our  visit  will  have  been  completed  when  you  read  this,  but  we  do 
covet  your  prayers  for  the  remainder  of  the  journey. 

And  we  are  thinking  of  you  all. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Louisiana  participants  at  Perkins 


Belle  Chasse  Community 
UM  VCS  keeps  growing 

The  Rev.  Arthur 
M.  Baker.  Pastor  of 
Belle  Chasse 
Community  UM 
Church,  has  a  right 
to  be  proud  of  what 
is  now  an  annual 
event  during  the 
summer:  Vacation 
Church  School.  Mr. 

Baker  notes  that 
four  years  ago 
there  was  no  VCS. 

Now.  in  the  1975 
event,  60  children 
participated.  In 
addition,  many 
adults  helped  to 
make  this  an  in¬ 
spirational  and 
enjoyable  occasion.  The  happy  group  is  shown  here. 

New  Orleans  men 
meet,  hear  British 
exchange  pastor 

Men  from  three  uptown  churches  in 
New  Orleans  met  in  late  July  at  the 
Napoleon  Avenue  Church  to  hear  the 
Rev.  Howard  Booth,  a  Methodist 
Minister  from  England  who  was  on  ex¬ 
change  with  the  Rev.  John  Bayliss  of 
Rayne  Memorial  UM. 

After  hearing  Reverend  Booth's  in¬ 
spiring  message,  the  men  discussed  the 
possibility  of  forming  an  uptown  United 
Methodist  Men’s  Fellowship  involving 
men  from  the  Napoleon  Avenue,  Parker 
Memorial  and  Carrollton  Avenue  United 
Methodist  churches.  Ernest  Arnold  of 
Napoleon  Avenue  directed  the  discussion 
and  exploration  of  ideas.  A  committee, 
representing  each  church,  has  been 
formed  to  effect  such  a  fellowship. 

Pastors  of  the  respective  churches  are: 
the  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen,  Carrollton 
Avenue,  the  Rev.  Jerry  Johnston, 
Parker  Memorial;  and  the  Rev.  Calvin 
Study  School.  Lapuyade,  Napoleon  Avenue. 


Hartzell ,  Mt.  Zion  has  successful 
Vacation  Bible  School ,  large  attendance 


Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UM,  Slidell,  held  a 
highly  successful  Vacation  Bible  School 
this  summer,  and  according  to  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Porter,  reporter  of  the  event,  121 
pupils  were  in  daily  attendance.  Children 
were  transported  from  various  areas  in 
Slidell  to  the  church  which  is  located  on 
190  East.  Mrs.  Laura  Burkhalter 
operated  the  bus  each  day. 

Miss  Idell  Vaultz,  chairperson  of  the 
Work  Area  in  Education  and  Silas  J. 
Harrison.  Study  Superintendent,  and 


Participants  in  1975  Vacation  Bible  School,  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion. 


their  committee  planned  and  carried  out 
the  week-long  activity.  Each  daily 
schedule  included  Bible  instruction,  arts 
and  crafts,  worship,  recreation  and 
refreshments.  The  week  was  climaxed 
with  a  communion  meditation,  given  by 
the  Pastor,  the  Rev.  O.  W.  Christopher, 
and  communion  was  administered  to  150 
persons.  The  school  ended  with  a  picnic 
at  the  state  park  near  Mandeville. 

Teachers  and  helpers  included :  Misses 
Barbara  Christopher  and  Doreen 


Jackson;  Mesdames  Eva  Daniels, 
Marion  Lee,  Sylvia  Johnson,  Lenetta 
Eden,  Mary  P.  Avery,  Catherine  Vaultz, 
O.  L.  Christopher,  Mary  Harrison, 
Evelyn  Patton,  Irene  Collins,  Easter 
Smith,  Bessie  Dorsey,  boris  Mae  Terrell, 
Yvonne  Watson,  Adrienne  Washington, 
Rebecca  Washington,  Zeta  Porter, 
Bernice  Harrison,  Audrey  Alexander, 
Linda  Porter,  Jean  Brookter,  Geraldine 
Robinson,  Paulette  Archie.  Seth  Daniels 
and  Fred  Fields  also  assisted. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Mirror  mirror  on  the  wall 


As  a  recent  church  meeting  was  wind¬ 
ing  down  without  resolution  of  the  obvi¬ 
ous  polarizations  among  those  involved, 
one  frustrated  participant  was  heard  to 
remark:  “It  appears  that  we  would 
rather  struggle  against  one  another  and 
accomplish  nothing  than  to  work  with  one 
another  to  accomplish  something  signifi¬ 
cant  for  everyone.  That's  some  commen¬ 
tary  on  a  group  of  Christians !  ’  ’ 

Indeed  it  is.  And  yet,  such  is  not 
altogether  uncommon  at  United 
Methodist  gatherings  these  days. 

There  was  a  time  when  life  in  the 
church  was  simpler.  Decisions  were 
made  and  handed  down,  and  to  raise 
serious  questions  about  them  was  to 
disturb  the  sacred  unity  and  harmony  of 
the  church. 

No  more.  Our  church  has  officially 
given  its  blessing  to  the  exercise  of  in¬ 
dividual  conscience,  and  encouraged  us 
to  share  and  celebrate  our  differences. 
Few  of  us  would  want  to  turn  back  the 
sands  of  time  to  days  when  differences 
were  artificially  glossed  over,  and  unity 
and  harmony  were  officially  decreed. 

But  dare  we  suggest  that,  in  many 
instances,  we  have  exchanged  our  of¬ 
ficial  unity  for  what  Paul  the  Apostle 
calls  “works  of  the  flesh:  enmity,  strife, 
jealousy,  anger,  selfishness,  dissention 
and  party  spirit”? 

If  the  news  we  have  observed  and 
transmitted,  and  the  letters  we  have 
received  and  printed,  during  recent 
months  are  any  indication  of  attitudes 
across  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
these  qualities  “of  the  flesh”  abound 
among  us.  “Evangelicals”  are  in¬ 
creasingly  militant  in  their  attacks  on 
“liberals”  —  in  our  seminaries,  our 
mission  board  and  our  curriculum 
division.  And  the  number  of  United 
Methodists  who  bristle  at  the  mere 
mention  of  “evangelicals”  is  legion.  If 
there  is  a  common  ground  on  which  those 
who  claim  the  label  “evangelical"  stand 
with  those  who  do  not,  it  is  not  nearly  so 
apparent  as  is  the  gulf  which  divides 
them. 

Although  not  as  dramatic  perhaps, 
there  are  many  other  evidences  of  fac¬ 
tionalism  within  the  UMC  today. 

There  are  the  so-called  “grassroots” 
members  who  can  find  little  good  to  say 
about  the  leadership  provided  by  our 
church’s  various  bureaucracies  (general 
agencies,  conference  headquarters 
staffs,  bishops  and  cabinets,  etc.). 
Among  the  bureaucracies,  a  “grassroots 
be  hanged"  attitude  is  not  as  uncommon 
as  it  should  be. 

Many  laypersons  have  grown  cynical 
about  the  theology  of  the  clergy.  Many 
clergy  have  grown  cynical  about  the 
commitment  of  the  laity. 

Many  of  the  UMC’s  racial  and  ethnic 
minority  members  remain  suspicious 
and  resentful  of  both  the  actions  and 
motives  of  our  church's  white  majority. 
Mapy  whites  remain  suspicious  of  the 
actions  and  motiv?s  of  our  racial  and 
ethnic  minorities.  In  recent  months, 
additional  lines  of  suspicion  have 
developed  between  members  of  different 

Welcome  to  Manchester.  Mo. 
and  Clearwater,  Fla.  readers 

During  the  past  two  weeks,  two 
congregations  have  initiated  TM/  UMR 
local  church  editions  whereby  their  news 
is  published  each  week  in  combination 
with  annual  conference  and  general 
church  news  and  mailed  to  every 
member  family. 

The  new  subscribing  congregations 
and  their  circulations  are:  Manchester 
UMC.  Manchester,  Missouri  (Missouri 
East  Conference),  1,300;  and  First  UMC, 
Clearwater,  Florida  (Florida  Annual 
Conference),  1350. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these 
congregations,  we  say  “Welcome.  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  TM/  UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  our 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
‘Letters  to  the  Editor’.”  And  to  our 
continuing  readers  across  the  church  we 
say  again,  “Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM/  UMR.” 
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minority  groups  within  the  church. 

Many  women  within  the  church, 
anxious  to  break  down  centuries  of  male- 
domination  of  the  church’s  decision¬ 
making  processes,  are  making  their 
point.  But  in  many  instances  polarization 
and  resentment  have  developed  between 
men  and  women  within  the  church. 

Much  of  the  conflict  which  has  ac¬ 
companied  changes  within  the  church 
has  been  healthy.  It  has  provided  op¬ 
portunities  for  all  of  us  to  grow  in  un¬ 
derstanding  what  it  means  to  be 
Christian  disciples. 

In  a  sense,  we  have  baptized  our 
differences  by  affirming  the  validity  of 
different  viewpoints  among  Christians  in 
those  matters  which  “do  not  strike  at  the 
root  of  Christianity"  (pluralism). 

But  we  have  come  increasingly  to 
believe  that  pluralism  can  be  distorted. 
We  can  so  accentuate  our  differences 
with  one  another  that  we  underempha¬ 
size  and  lose  sight  of  those  tenets  of  faith 
which  bind  us  together  as  the  Body  of 
Christ.  We  can  become  so  preoccupied 
with  our  internal  struggles  about  “non- 
essentials”  that  we  forget  how  to  work 
together  to  produce  a  united  witness  to 
the  world  regarding  “essentials.” 

What  would  happen  if  every  individual 
and  every  faction  within  the  UMC  were, 
for  a  moment,  to  drop  its  pet  concerns 
and  take  as  its  own  Paul’s  witness  of  faith 
to  the  strife-torn  church  at  Corinth?: 
“For  what  we  preach  is  not  ourselves, 
but  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord,  with  ourselves 
as  your  servants  for  Jesus’  sake....  We 
have  this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels  to 
show  that  the  transcendent  power 
belongs  to  God  and  not  to  us....  For  while 
we  live  we  are  always  being  given  up  to 
death  for  Jesus’  sake,  so  that  the  life  of 
Jesus  may  be  manifested  in  our  mortal 
flesh." 

Such  an  unlikely  transformation  would 
not  erase  all  differences  and  conflict 
within  our  church.  It  would  succeed  in 
refocusing  primary  attention  from  our 
self-seeking  attempts  at  church¬ 
changing  to  God’s  ability  to  use  us  as  His 
servants  to  accomplish  His  mission  in 
our  time. 

Such  a  transformation  of  emphasis 
might  also  give  rich  new  meaning  to 
something  else  Paul  told  the  Corinthians: 


Readers  share  ‘church  extension’  views 


To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  to  Bud  Herron  for  tackling  the 
“church  extension”  issue  (TM/  UMR, 
August  8).  I  read  both  sides  of  the  issue 
with  interest,  and  would  like  to  share  my 
reaction. 

Six  years  ago  I  was  pastor  of  a  church 
that  began  as  a  mission  church  in  1959. 
We  made  application  for  a  loan  through 
the  National  Division  so  that  we  could 
build  a  much  needed  sanctuary.  (After 
many  months  of  frustrating  experiences 
we  finally  did  receive  the  loan!)  I  must 
agree  whole-heartedly  with  Darwin 
Andrus’  assessment  that  the  “National 
Division  staff .  .  .  has  consistently  made 
decisions  about  the  whole  church  ‘as  if 
what  is  good  for  New  York  is  good  for  the 
whole  nation’.”  This  certainly  was  the 
case  here  in  Colorado.  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  personal  intervention  of  Darwin 
Andrus,  we  would  have  been  “stalled” 
for  an  additional  six  months  to  one  year. 

Perhaps  those  of  us  who  live  out  west 
are  as  provincial  as  we  see  those  at  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York  City;  they 
fail  to  realize  that  one  of  the  fastest 
population  growth-belts  in  the  entire 
nation  is  between  Cheyenne,  Wyoming 
and  Pueblo,  Colorado.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  missing  a  golden 
opportunity  in  church  extension  in  our 
area.  If  Dr.  Nugent  is  correct  in  stating 
that  the  reason  the  National  Division  has 
not  been  more  active  in  this  regard  is 
because  “up  until  now  that  has  been  the 
duty  of  the  districts  and  the  con¬ 
ferences,”  then  we  must  see  that  the  1976 
General  Conference  changes  this  policy. 
We  are  a  connectional  church.  If  the 
local,  district  and  conferences  should 
support  the  General  Church,  then  it 
should  work  the  other  way  also.  I,  for 
one,  don’t  believe  that  the  church  ex¬ 
tension  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
“alive  and  well.” 

I  am  grateful  for  men  like  H.  Paul 
Smith  and  W.  Darwin  Andrus  for 
speaking  out,  when  they  could  quietly 
fade  into  the  background  and  be 
forgotten,  which  is  probably  what  the 
National  Division  officials  are  hoping 
will  happen. 

Bruce  L.  Grauberger 

Westminster,  Colorado 

Articles  anti  editorial 


“And  so  there  is  no  division  in  the  body, 
but  all  its  different  parts  have  the  same  sfrifcc  resp0nsive  chord 
concern  for  one  another.  If  one  part  of  the  r 

body  suffers,  all  the  other  parts  suffer  To  the  Editor: 
with  it  ;  if  one  part  is  praised,  all  the  other  Your  series 
parts  share  its  happiness.” 

Is  it  idealistic  tommyrot  to  think  of 
United  Methodist  “liberals”  and  “mod¬ 
erates"  suffering  with  the  serious  con¬ 
cerns  of  United  Methodist  “evangeli¬ 
cals,”  and  vice  versa?  Is  it  beyond  the 
realm  of  possibility  for  “grassroots” 
people  to  share  the  joys  of  the  church’s 
“bureaucrats,”  and  vice  versa?  Is  it 
utopian  imagining  for  _  laity  to  trust 
clergy,  persons  of  color  to  trust  whites, 
women  Christians  to  trust  men 
Christians,  and  vice  versa? 


No  individual  nor  any  group  can 
answer  for  anyone  else.  There  is  no  one 
who  can  pontificate  such  a  change  into 
reality.  Each  must  search  his  own  heart. 
If  we  are  all  in  covenant  with  one  another 
as  members  of  the  Body  of  Christ,  and  if 
we  really  believe  in  pluralism,  the  an¬ 
swer  to  each  of  the  questions  in  the 
preceding  paragraph  ought  to  be:  “By 
the  grace  of  God,  all  things  are  possible.” 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Compiling  delegate  lists:  a 
frustrating,  rewarding  task 


“F  as  in  Frank.  O  as  in  over.  S  as  in  — 
salamander?” 

For  weeks  now  (it  only  seems  like 
years)  this  reporter  has  been  hounding 
conference  offices  around  the  country  for 
over-the-phone  information  about 
delegates  elected  to  the  1976  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences. 

There’s  been  some  writer’s  cramp  at 
this  end  and  undoubtedly  some  laryngitis 
at  the  other  end.  But  it’s  been  an  in¬ 
teresting  experience.  And  reactions  have 
ranged  all  the  way  from  “You’re  going  to 
print  all  the  names?  What  on  earth  for?” 
to  “I  think  that's  great !  How  soon  will  we 
see  them?” 

Yes,  we’re  printing  all  the  names  over 
the  next  two  issues,  with  laypersons’ 
occupations  (where  known)  and 
clergyperson’s  appointments  thrown  in. 
Not  all  church  members  in  Pennsylvania 
will  care  who’s  representing  the 
California-Nevada  conference.  But  some 
will.  And  more,  we  hope,  will  draw  some 
insights  into  the  composition  of  next 
year’s  General  Conference. 

To  come  up  with  basic  information 
about  984  delegates  from  73  annual 
conferences,  we  used  several  means. 
First  we  culled  the  pages  of  the  24 
TM/  UMR  conference  editions  and  the 
newspapers  which  other  annual  con¬ 
ferences  send  us, 

Then  we  took  to  the  phone  to  get  ad¬ 
ditional  information  from  patient  con¬ 
ference  staff  persons.  In  a  few  cases,  with 
their  own  statistics  still  incomplete,  they 
pooled  their  inner-office  unofficial 
knowledge  and  came  up  with  laypersons’ 
occupations,  for  example. 

By  mid-July,  the  office  of  the  General 
Conference  secretary,  Dr.  J.  B.  Holt,  had 
compiled  a  list  from  all  but  18  annual 
conferences.  Using  a  copy  of  their  list,  we 
continued  our  calls. 

As  we  neared  the  end  of  the  list,  we  had 
some  decisions  to  make. 

We  had  begun  by  including  “volun¬ 
teer”  conference  jobs  held  by  the  lay 
delegates  such  as  lay  leader,  U.M.W. 
president,  etc.  We  soon  found  that  United 
Methodist  leaders  are  an  active  and 
dedicated  bunch  —  their  list  of  volunteer 
positions  far  out-distanced  the  amount  of 


Pat  Sites 

space  we  have  to  print  them.  So, 
regrettably,  we  deleted  the  volunteer 
jobs. 

Next,  how  to  designate  unemployed 
women?  Obviously  there  was  no 
“proper”  way.  Where  designations  were 
given  on  Dr.  Holt’s  forms,  we  could  have 
chosen:  housewife,  homemaker, 

professional  volunteer,  unemployed, 
church  worker,  church  volunteer,  wife 
and  mother  —  and,  in  one  case, 
homemaking  engineer.  In  other  cases, 
occupations  were  unknown  by  con¬ 
ference  persons  or  left  blank  on  Dr. 
Holt’s  forms.  Eventually  we  threw  up  our 
hands  in  despair  and  chose  to  give  them 
no  designation  at  all. 

As  one  conference  council  director  put 
it,  “Working  about  18  hours  a  day  for  the 
church  as  that  woman  does,  I  don’t  know 
when  she’d  find  time  to  hold  down  a  job. 
But  how  could  you  possibly  call  her 
unemployed?” 

In  some  ways,  this  has  been  a 
frustrating  experience.  Copying  lists  of 
names  is  tedious  and  there  is  a  high  risk 
of  error  in  dealing  with  so  many  names 
by  telephone. 

In  other  ways,  it’s  been  rewarding. 
Conference  staffpersons  and  com¬ 
munications  people  were  amazingly 
good-natured  as  they  laboriously  spelled 
out  each  name.  Many  of  them  went 
further,  giving  tips  on  human  interest 
stories  which  I’ve  added  to  my  file  of 
“features  to  follow  up  on  sometime.” 

There  was  a  personal  reward,  too:  a 
chance  for  instant  nostalgia  as  they 
reeled  off  the  names  of  towns  I’d  known 
but  almost  forgotten. 

It  was  a  rewarding  experience  most  of 
all,  I  think,  because  out  of  the  rich 
diversity  of  the  voices,  the  texture  and 
style  and  accent  and  the  names  they 
spoke,  you  could  almost  hear  the  rich 
diversity  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
itself. 

They’re  going  to  be  a  marvelous  blend 
when  General  Conference  convenes  in 
Portland  next  April  —  housepainter  and 
college  president,  Atlantan  and 
Bostonian,  rancher  and  urban  minister. 
And  I  feel  good  about  that. 

—PAT  SITES 
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of  articles,  and  the 
editorial  in  the  August  8  issue  regarding 
church  extension,  strike  a  most 
responsive  chord  with  me. 

I  agree  with  the  statement  that  what 
we  lack  is  a  strategy  for  church  ex¬ 
tension.  We  do  not  appear  to  have  anyone 
at  national  or  conference  levels  (in  most 
cases)  who  is  genuinely  concerned  with 
planning  for  future  developments  within 
this  field. 

I  was  assigned  3*£  years  ago  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  development  of  a  new 
congregation.  Less  fortunate  (in  the  eyes 
-of  some),  I  did  not  even  have  a  site 
designated.  Actually  this  proved  to  be  an 
advantage,  because  it  allowed  the  per¬ 
sons  involved  to  have  a  part  in  deter¬ 
mining  a  valid  location  for  the  building. 
We  researched  expected  growth  trends  in 
our  community,  and  decided  upon  what 
we  believed  to  be  a  location  providing 
access  for  persons,  and  decided  to  build 
to  meet  needs. 

We  received  essential  and  cheerful 


assistance  and  support  from  the  District 
Board  of  Missions  and  Church  Extension 
and  from  our  sister  churches.  Thank  God 
for  these  resources,  for  they  provided 
encouragement  and  undergirding  for  our 
efforts. 

Contact  with  the  National  Board 
brought  news  of  the  sample  survey  card, 
nothing  else.  Tidings  had  a  better  survey 
card,  which  we  put  to  use. 

The  statement  that  the  “mentality  of 
the  Northeast  permeated"  is  reflected  in 
what  happened  when  we  sent  our  ar¬ 
chitectural  plans  to  the  National  Board. 
We  carefully  explained  that  we  were  in  a 
growth  area,  and  were  building  for  the 
future.  Our  response  was  a  recom¬ 
mendation  that  we  build  for  75%  of  our 
existing  membership,  which  then  was 
100.  Had  we  done  that,  we  would  have 
been  building  for  one  half  to  as  little  as 
one  third  of  our  participating 
congregation. 

The  “writing  of  a  book  by  a  national 
staffer”  is  probably  going  to  be  a  worth¬ 
less  exercise  in  futility,  because  it  will  be 
based,  likely,  on  “Northeast  concepts,” 
and  have  no  relevance  to  other  parts  of 
the  country. 

Two  suggestions.  The  first  is  that  a 
consultation  be  held  of  pastors  who  are 
participants  in  new  church  situations 
(less  than  five  years)  to  develop  a 
planning  guide. 

Second,  a  group  of  “grass  roots” 
representatives  should  meet  with  con¬ 
ference  or  national  representatives  to 
develop  an  extension  strategy,  looking  at 
least  twenty-five  years  into  the  future.  A 
part  of  the  concern  should  include  what 
to  do  about  the  “cathedrals”  and  other 


churches  that  really  ought  to  be  con¬ 
solidated  or  closed  out.  In  other  words, 
strategy  means  knowing  when  to  get  in 
and  when  to  get  out! 

Incidentally,  New  Church  Develop¬ 
ment  Pastors,  spearheaded  by  Robb 
Gwaltney  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
the  Covenant  in  Denver  (3878  South 
Wabash  Street,  80237),  is  undertaking 
some  study  in  this  area. 

James  V.  Harvester 
Elfers,  Florida 

Church  development  not 
supposed  to  close  down 
To  the  Editor: 

I’m  glad  to  see  the  “pros  and  cons” 
over  church  extension.  I  feel  such  issues 
ought  to  be  aired.  Our  usual  tendency  is 
to  sweep  them  under  the  rug. 

I  don’t  understand  how  Dr.  Kenneth 
Hulit  (TM/  UMR,  August  8)  can  say  that 
“church  development .  .  .  closed  down  a 
number  of  years  ago  after  the  General 
Conference  dropped  the  mandate  under 
which  it  operated.” 

The  current  “Discipline”  reads: 
(paragraph  1078)  “The  functions  of  the 
Board  (Global  Ministries)  are  .  .  .  3.  To 
plan  with  others  and  to  establish  and 
strengthen  Christian  congregations;” 
and  (paragraph  1124)  “The  functions  of 
the  National  Division  shall  be:  ... 
14.  To  encourage  and  assist  ecumenical 
planning  and  the  establishment  of 
Christian  congregations  where  op¬ 
portunities  and  needs  exist.” 

Your  editorial  sounds  a  good  note. 
Keep  up  the  wood  work. 

Walter  Vernon 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


We  have  received  support! 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  August  8  issue  of  TM/  UMR,  an 
article  appeared  sharing  the  experience  I 
had  attempting  to  get  a  new  church  in 
South  Arlington  started  this  summer. 
The  statement  reflected  accurately  my 
experience  in  receiving  no  help  from  the 
National  Board  of  Church  Extension,  but 
it  failed  to  share  places  where  help  has 
been  given. 

Our  Annual  Conference  has  ways  of 
being  supportive  in  our  connectional 
system  as  no  other  system  of  which  I  am 
aware.  In  the  first  place,  the  Rev.  H.  F. 
Meier  Jr.,  my  District  Superintendent, 
has  been  most  supportive  in  helping  us 
think  through  the  process  of  church 
development  and  in  offering  creative 
suggestions.  He  has  not  attempted  to 
stifle  our  imagination,  but  rather  pushed 
us  to  test  our  dreams. 

Secondly,  our  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Missions,  with  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Ferrell  as 
Director,  has  been  most  helpful  in  sup¬ 
porting  our  efforts  through  superb 
studies  on  locating  the  new  church,  in  the 
acquisition  of  the  properties,  and  “being 
there”  when  questions  arose.  Again,  the 
desire  has  not  been  to  “control”  our 
direction,  but  rather  to  as)c  significant 
questions  in  helping  us  think  through  the 
process. 

Thirdly,  the  churches  in  the  Arlington 
area  have  been  extremely  helpful 
through  financial  gifts,  helping  us  find 
new  families  in  the  area,  offering  the  use 
of  chairs  and  hymnals,  etc.,  and  in  giving 
excellent  secretarial  help. 

Fourthly,  the  laymen  in  the  new 
congregation  are  so  excited  about  the 
venture  there  is  not  time  for  despair  or 
even  loneliness. 

I’m  afraid  the  article,  as  written,  left 
the  feeling  that  I  was  in  despair.  That  is 
not  the  case.  I’m  having  the  time  of  my 
life.  I  feel  support  from  the  people  who 
make  up  the  Christian  community  in 
Arlington.  Connectionalism,  though  it 
has  drawbacks,  also  offers  tremendous 
support.  I  am  sorry  those  of  us  on  the 
local  level  do  not  feel  help  and  support 
from  the  Central  Boards.  Maybe  we  are 
not  supposed  to  —  I  was  simply  led  to 
believe  that  was  the  case  in  another 
situation.  I’m  not  interested  in  “putting 
the  heat”  on  the  General  Boards  as  they 
may  have,  in  fact,  enabled  our  District 
Superintendent  and  our  Metropolitan 
Board  to  function  more  efficiently.  Only 
the  “higher  ups”  can  evaluate  that.' 

Richard  Sechrist 

Arlington,  Texas 


Here  I  Stand 

We  ’re  come  a  long  way:  from  faith 
based  on  Scripture  to  pluralism 


By  CLAUDE  PEELER 

This  is  in  reference  to  Thomas  Frank’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  (TM/  UMR,  Aug.  15). 
First,  Thomas  Frank  says  the  criticism 
of  seminaries  is  not  new  and  that  “Dr. 
Robb’s  speech  could  have  been  made  in 
1920  or  in  1875,  for  that  matter  ..."  This 
is  not  a  criticism  of  Dr.  Robb’s  speech 
but  really  a  criticism  of  the  liberal 
seminary  that  closes  its  ears  to  the  cry  of 
the  people  who  pay  its  bills  and  goes  on 
tearing  up  instead  of  planting;  that  is 
more  interested  in  the  latest 
philosophical  babblings  (II  Tim.  2:16) 
than  building  a  faith  founded  on  His  Word 
(II  Tim.  3:16-17.) 

I  found  it  interesting  in  talking  to  many 
liberals  that  they  would  like  to  deny  that 
John  Wesley  wrote:  “Try  all  things  by 
the  written  Word,  and  let  all  bow  down 
before  it.  You  are  in  danger  of  en¬ 
thusiasm  every  hour  if  you  depart  ever  so 
little  from  Scripture;  yea,  or  from  the 
plain,  literal  meaning  of  any  text,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  contest .  .  ." 
(Christian  Perfection  by  John  Wesley) 

I  have  found  only  one  seminary  that 
takes  these  words  of  Wesley  seriously.  I 
have  been  told  that  Asbury  does  and  I 
rejoice.  The  root  problem  is  one  of 
epistemology.  Does  one  work  out  his  faith 
within  a  structure  of  the  universe  where 
God  has  tied  his  own  hands  (natural)  or 
where  God  is  free  to  act  and  inspire  (even 
Scripture)  men  (supernatural).  This  is 
the  root  issue  and  Thomas  Frank  does 
not  answer  it. 

He  asks,  “Why  the  sudden  interest  in 
structure?”  Evangelical  United 
Methodists  have  never  not  been  in¬ 
terested  in  structure.  Thomas  Frank 
tried  to  read  the  evangelical  movement 
as  a  sociological  phenomenon  that  was 
just  a  “touchy  feely”  thing  that  would 
come  and  go  and  the  church  could  plod  on 
its  humanistic  way,  but  this  is  a  false 
reading.  Those  whom  God  has  touched 
that  I  know  in  this  movement  have 
always  been  loyal  United  Methodists 
with  every  indication  of  letting  the  Holy 
Spirit  touch  and  renew  The  United 
Methodist  church,  not  just  individuals. 
This  may  be  alarming  to  Mr.  Frank  and 
to  others,  but  it  is  a  fact  of  spiritual  life. 

I  threw  up  when  I  read  “.  .  .  finally  it 
is  the  integrity  and  perseverance  of  the 
student  that  must  carry  him  or  her  into 
and  through  the  ministry.”  This  is  a  cop- 
out  used  to  let  liberal  faculty  members 
not  be  confronted  with  God’s  demand  to 
MAKE  DISCIPLES  and  ground  them  in 
the  Word  of  God,  rather  than  tear  up 
what  may  indeed  be  a  rootless  faith.  I  did  • 
a  survey  of  students  about  to  graduate 
from  seminary  and  found  that  9  out  of  10 
students  made  their  decision  to  enter  the 
ministry  as  conservatives  and  after  3 
years  of  seminary  were  graduating  as 
liberals.  Don’t  tell  me  that  pluralism 
isn’t  a  lie.  The  cards  are  STACKED  in  the 
liberal  favor.  It  is  time  to  unstack  the 
cards  or  admit  that  pluralism  doesn't 
work  and  the  evangelical  isn’t  wanted. 

Mr.  Frank  assumes  that  an 


Evangelical  Seminary  would  not  en¬ 
tertain  opposing  views  when  he  writes 
“Who  of  academic  and  intellectual  in¬ 
tegrity  will  teach  at  a  school  that  refuses 
to  engage  opposing  views,  scholarly  or 
otherwise?”  That  is  an  interesting 
question  because  that  is  what  the  schools 
are  doing  already.  The  curriculum  is 
chosen  that  undergirds  the  liberal  bias  — 
anthropomorphic  philosophic  navel 
gazing  under  the  guise  of  theology  —  and 
rejects  the  basic  Protestant  cry  of  “Sola 
Scripture.” 

The  question  “But  above  all,  I  ask  how 
is  this  Good  News  idea  not  schismatic?” 
is  an  expected  question  from  one  who 
proposes  pluralism  but  has  no  room  for 
John  Wesley’s  view  of  Scripture  (taken 
literally ,  see  above),  salvation  (“...plead 
thou  singly  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  the 
ransom  paid  for  thy  proud,  stubborn,  sin¬ 
ful  soul.”  Sermons  V),  and  theology 
(Wesley  wrote  “Would  to  God  that  all  the 
party  names  and  unscriptural  phrases 
and  forms  which  have  divided  the 
Christian  world  were  forgot...”  Preface 
to  N.T.).  For  Wesley  “Divinity  is  nothing 
but  a  grammar  of  the  language  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.”  We’ve  come  a  long  way 
baby.  From  faith  based  on,  and  solely  on, 
Scripture  with  Wesley,  to  the  potpourri  of 
today’s  pluralism. 

Is  it  schismatic  to  want  to  do  what  the 
reformers  did,  what  Wesley  did,  what 


Church  Music 
Oktoberfest 

October  2, 3, 4 
Scarritt  College, 
Nashville,  TN. 

Pfautsch.  Avery  &  Marsh, 
Young.  Simpson,  Braun  and 
Hopson. 

Write  Scarritt  for  more  details. 
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Claude  Peeler 
needs  to  be  done,  CALL  THE  CHURCH 
BACK  TO  SCRIPTURE?  The  only 
schismatics  I  know  are  the  ones  who 
want  to  have  no  Lord  but  their  own  in¬ 
tellect,  no  King  but  their  own  emotional 
experience,  no  God  but  their  own 
philosophic  reasonings,  and  THAT 
produces  pluralism,  “for  there  was  no 
king  over  Israel  and  everyman  did  what 
was  right  in  his  own  eyes.” 

We  have  a  King,  Lord,  and  God,  and  He 
has  given  us  His  Word.  In  the  words  of 
John  Wesley  “To  the  Law  and  to  the 
testimony  we  appeal.  ‘Let  God  be  true, 
and  every  man  a  liar’.  By  His  Word  will 
we  abide,  and  that  alone.  Hereby  ought 
we  to  be  judged.” 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Claude  Peeler,  is  pastor  of  the  Selecman 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma. 
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Consultation  majority  backs  UMCYM 

Youth  ministry  debate  deadlocks  on  i accountability ’  issue 


Bv  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NORMAN,  Okla.  —  The  present 
structure  of  the  United  Methodist  Council 
on  Youth  Ministry  (UMCYM)  was  re¬ 
affirmed  here  August  21  by  a  slim 
margin  as  representatives  of  46  of  the 
denomination’s  75  annual  conferences 
met  to  draw  up  recommendations  for  the 
future  of  youth  ministry  in  the  church. 

Voting  65-58  in  favor  of  staying  with  the 
basic  UMCYM  style  of  operation,  the 
majority  of  the  participants  rejected  a 
proposal  which  would  have  shifted  youth 
organization  policy  control  away  from 
the  national  youth  council  and  to  a  broad- 
based  convocation  of  annual  conference 
representatives. 


A  minority  report  favoring  the  con¬ 
vocation  style  of  operation  coupled  with  a 
“national  steering  committee"  which 
would  be  responsible  to  the  convocation 
was  prepared  by  those  voting  against  the 
UMCYM  structure. 

(UMCYM  is  the  national  youth 
ministry  council  which  has  been  the 
center  of  recent  controversy  after  it 
issued  a  number  of  statements  sup¬ 
porting  full  participation  of  homosexuals 
in  the  church  —  including  ordination  to 
the  ministry.) 

The  basic  question  debated  throughout 
the  consultation  was  that  of  “ac¬ 
countability"  of  the  youth  organization. 
Three  main  philosophies  present  were  as 
follows: 


I  Two  views  of  youth  ministry 

MAJORITY  PROPOSAL  £ 

v  The  basic  structure  of  the  present  United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth  *j 
£  Ministry  (UMCYM)  would  be  maintained  with  the  following  changes:  £ 

>  1.  A  national  youth  ministry  consultation  would  be  added  to  meet  every  four 

£  years  just  prior  to  General  Conference.  The  consultation  would  recommend  £ 
:•  priorities,  goals,  and  concerns  for  consideration  of  the  standing  national  youth  :• 
£  council.  £ 

2.  The  name  of  the  council  would  be  changed  from  UMCYM. 

•:  3.  The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  would  be  informed  of  actiohs  taken  by  $ 

>•  the  national  youth  council  and  permitted  response.  >• 

4.  Staff  members  of  the  national  youth  ministry  council  would  be  “con-  £ 
:£  firmed"  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  be  under  the  same  personnel  policies 

£  as  regular  staff  members  of  that  board.  £ 

5.  A  United  Methodist  bishop  would  be  added  to  the  membership  of  the  youth  $ 
*  council. 

£  MINORITY  PROPOSAL  £ 

$  The  present  UMCYM  structure  would  be  eliminated  and  a  new  “United  $ 
v  Methodist  National  Youth  Organization"  would  be  formed.  The  youth  v 
£  organization  would  include  the  following: 

•:  l.  A  national  convocation  of  youth  ministry  representatives  from  the  annual  j: 

•:  conferences  which  would  be  he'd  every  two  years  to  set  policy  and  goals  for  a  £ 
“national  steering  committee”  it  would  elect.  > 

•:  2.  The  “national  steering  committee”  would  be  made  up  of  20  youth,  an  adult  j: 

:•  coordinator  from  each  jurisdiction,  a  bishop,  and  a  number  of  representatives  :• 
•:  from  general  church  boards.  The  steering  committee  would  implement 
:•  decisions  made  by  the  convocation  and  work  within  the  criteria  drawn  up  by  :• 
•:  that  convocation.  •: 

£  3.  Staff  of  the  national  youth  organization  (if  any)  would  be  nominated  by  the  :• 

£  steering  committee  and  elected  by  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  (GBD).  It  £ 
£  would  be  under  the  personnel  policies  of  the  GBD.  £ 

Bishop  says  press  giving 
uncharitable  view  of  India 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  —  The 
picture  of  India  in  the  American  press  is 
nothing  like  the  India  he  saw  at  first-hand 
this  summer,  according  to  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington. 

He  asserted  the  “uncharitable 
judgment”  of  India’s  national 
emergency  “seems  to  be  unjustified  by 
the  facts."  It  was  not  a  “dictatorial  and 
anti-democratic  move,  but  in  accordance 
with  provisions  of  India’s  democratic 
constitution.” 

The  bishop,  who  was  a  missionary  to 
India  for  14  years  and  visits  frequently, 
was  there  for  several  weeks  this  sum¬ 
mer,  when  the  emergency  was 
proclaimed  June  26  and  for  the  ensuing 
three  weeks. 

Noting  that  the  U.S.  Constitution  has 
similar  provisions  for  suspension  of  civil 
rights  in  an  emergency,  the  bishop 
asserted  that  “no  government  would 
have  tolerated  incitement  to  mutiny  of  its 
police  and  army,”  a  minority  party 
action  which  led  to  the  proclamation. 

Despite  such  benefits  as  lowering  of 
prices  and  other  economic  measures, 

Bishop  Mathews  stressed  that  he  did  not 
recommend  the  methods  taken  by  the 
Indian  government,  though  “they  may  be 
justified  in  a  situation  of  economic 
tyranny.”  He  pointed  out  that  most  of  the 
arrests  were  not  for  political  reasons  but 
for  economic,  such  as  black 
marketeering. 

While  wishing  that  India  “had  not 
found  it  necessary  to  impose  stringent 
press  censorship,"  Mathews  said  large 

Religious  belief  found  tied 


segments  of  the  Indian  press  have  been 
irresponsible  and  “appear  to  have  in¬ 
vited  this  repression.”  He  said  he  could 
understand  how  foreign  correspondents 
took  umbrage  at  the  censorship  but 
called  press  interpretation  of  the  events 
“unwarranted.” 

■*  The  bishop  pointed  out  that  Prime 
Minister  Indira  Gandhi  was  found  guilty 
of  two  minor  and  technical  election  of¬ 
fenses  but  acquitted  of  12  serious 
volved  moral  culpability,”  that  the 
Supreme  Court  had  ruled  she  could 
continue  in  office  pending  its  ruling  on 
her  appeal. 

Because  of  his  long  acquaintance  with 
India,  which  remains  United 
Methodism’s  largest  mission  area,  and 
because  of  the  reports  he  saw  upon 
returning  here,  Mathews  arranged  for  T. 
N.  Kaul,  Indian  ambassador  to  the  U.S., 
to  brief  some  40  religious  leaders  here 
last  week. 

Mr.  Kaul  said  the  emergency  powers 
had  been  used  to  implement  some 
economic  reforms  already  adopted  but 
not  yet  in  force,  such  as  low-income 
housing,  price  control,  tax  reform  and 
employment  aids.  This  helped,  he  added, 
to  make  it  a  “democracy  for  the  masses 
and  not  just  the  elite.” 

Bishop  Mathews  also  noted  that  the 
duration  of  the  emergency  is  an  im¬ 
portant  factor,  with  no  grounds  for  fear 
unless  it  extends  beyond  some  six 
months.  Up  to  that  point  he  urged 
reserving  judgment  and  giving  India’s 
leadership  “some  benefit  of  the  doubt." 


to  fulfillment  in 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  stronger  a 
woman’s  religious  convictions,  the  more 
likely  she  is  to  be  highly  satisfied  with  the 
sexual  pleasures  of  marriage,  according 
to  a  massive  research  project  conducted 
by  Redbook  magazine. 

Analysis  of  replies  from  over  100,000 
women  responding  to  a  questionnaire 
found  that  “sexual  satisfaction  is  related 
significantly  to  religious  belief." 

“The  fundamental  difference  that 
distinguishes  the  non-religious  from  the 
strongly  religious  woman  is  that  the  non¬ 
religious  woman  is  far  more  likely  to  be 

Bishop  Rockey  dies; 
51  years  in  India 

EUGENE,  Ore,  (RNS)  —  Retired 
Bishop  Clement  D.  Rockey,  a  Methodist 
missionary  in  India  for  51  years  and 
former  head  of  his  church’s  Lucknow 
Area,  died  here  at  the  age  of  85. 

Born  in  India  of  missionary  parents,  he 
was  the  last  non-Indian  elected  to  the 
Methodist  episcopacy  in  the  Asian 
nation.  He  was  bishop  of  Lucknow  from 
1940  to  his  retirement  in  1956. 

After  leaving  India,  he  became  the  first 
bishop  of  a  Methodist  Conference  in 
Pakistan.  Bishop  Rockey  and  his  wife 
returned  to  the  U.S.  a  decade  ago. 

The  bishop  was  educated  in  India  and 
at  universities  in  Ohio,  Illinois  and  New 
Jersey.  He  was  ordained  in  1914  and  held 
educational  and  pastoral  positions  in 
India  until  his  election  as  bishop. 

Survivors  include  the  widow  and  three 
sons. 


marriage 

dissatisfied  with  every  aspect  of  life,” 
Redbook  researchers  concluded. 

Written  by  psychologist  Robert  J. 
Levin,  a  Redbook  editor,  and  his  wife, 
Amy,  the  September  article  is  the  first  of 
a  two-part  series  on  replies  to  a 
questionnaire  printed  in  the  magazine’s 
October,  1974  issue. 

Mr.  Levin  said  that  he  and  other 
researchers  were  originally  surprised  by 
the  strong  correlation  between 
satisfaction  with  sex  in  marriage  and 
religious  beliefs.  It  was  not,  he  continued, 
hard  to  understand  on  reflection,  though 
it  does  represent  a  change  since  the 
famous  Kinsey  report  of  the  early  1950s. 

The  Levins  say  that  the  change  can  be 
traced  in  part  to  clergy  who  over  the  past 
20  years  have  “urged  the  churches  to 
come  to  grips  with  the  dilemmas  of 
human  sexuality.” 

“Moving  away  from  the  idea  that  sex  is 
intended  exclusively  for  procreation,” 
they  write,  “increasing  number  of 
enlightened  ministers,  rabbis  and  priests 
have  been  teaching  that  sexual  pleasure 
is  not  only  a  legitimate  expectation  but 
also  a  necessary  element  in  a  good 
marriage  .  .  . 

A  majority  of  the  respondents  were 
between  the  ages  of  20  and  29.  While 
Redbook  does  not  claim  that  the  survey  is 
representative  of  all  American  women,  it 
does  say  the  results  represent  the  “main 
stream.” 

“It  is  absolutely  representative  of  what 
it  represents,  young,  reasonably  well 
educated,  middle  class  American 
women,”  said  Mr.  Levin. 


(1.)  Those  voting  with  the  majority 
affirmed  the  position  that  a  national 
youth  council  only  should  be  responsible 
to  itself  —  thus  making  it  free  to  sound  its 
own  “prophetic  voice"  unhampered  by 
the  rest  of  the  church. 

This  position  —  strongly  backed  by 
youth  members  of  UMCYM  and  racial 
ethnic  minority  members  of  the  con¬ 
sultation  —  would  leave  UMCYM’s  basic 
accountability  within  its  own  ranks. 
(Although  UMCYM  at  present  is  ad¬ 
ministratively  “related”  to  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  (GBD),  the  council  is  not 
“administratively  responsible  to"  or 
under  the  control  of  the  GBD  or  any  other 
general  church  agency.) 

(2.)  Those  voting  with  the  greatest 
segment  of  the  minority  affirmed  the 
position  taken  by  the  special  “futures 
committee”  (the  GBD  task  force  which 
organized  the  consultation)  saying  that  a 
national  youth  ministry  organization 
should  be  responsible  to  a  broadly 
representative  “convocation”  which 
would  meet  every  two  years. 

(3.)  Some  persons  at  the  consultation 
favored  retention  of  the  present  UMCYM 
structure  with  changes  made  to  bring  it 
more  fully  under  the  responsibility  of  the 
GBD. 

A  second  issue  which  came  in  for 
widely  different  viewpoints  from  con¬ 
sultation  participants  was  that  of  par¬ 
ticipation  by  early  adolescent  (junior 
high  school)  youths  in  whatever  struc¬ 
ture  finally  emerges.  A  majority  of  the 
consultation  members  voted  to  allow 
representation  of  junior  high  age  youths 
along  with  senior  high  youths. 

Those  opposing  inclusion  of  “junior 
highs”  on  national  youth  bodies  stressed 
concerns  that  early  adolescent  youths 
( roughly  sixth  through  ninth  grades)  are 
not  equipped  to  deal  with  such  par¬ 
ticipation. 

Those  in  the  majority  which  favored 
junior  high  participation  stated  that 
early  adolescents  need  to  be  present  to 
represent  their  age  group  regardless  of 
how  their  over-all  group  contribution 
compares  to  that  of  other  age  groups 

Other  issues  dealt  with  by  the  con¬ 
sultation  included  the  following: 

•  Near  unanimous  agreement  was 
reached  that  whatever  national  youth 
ministry  organization  is  submitted  to 
General  Conference  in  1976  for  con¬ 
sideration  the  name  should  be  changed 
from  UMCYM  to  minimize  “old  political 
baggage”  that  name  carries.  (“Political 
baggage”  evidently  referred  to  feelings 
some  persons  across  the  church  have 
about  UMCYM  because  of  its  stands  on 
such  controversial  issues  as 
homosexuality.) 

•  Agreement  was  reached  to 
recommend  that  the  present  local  church 
program  for  junior  high  age  youths  be 
continued  with  an  emphasis  on 
strengthening  rather  than  changing 
those  programs. 

•  The  total  group  passed  a  proposal 
affirming  that  in  churches  with  only  one 
youth  group  (grades  7-12)  that  the  youth 


officers  should  relate  directly  to  the 
Council  on  Ministries  and  not  to  the 
education  work  area  of  the  church. 

•  Agreement  was  reached  on  a 
proposal  to  establish  a  national  com¬ 
mittee  for  junior  high  age  youths  in  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  to  allow 
representation  on  the  committee  by  early 
adolescent  youths. 

•  A  proposal  entitled  “A  theological 
and  biblical  basis  for  youth  ministry” 
was  presented  by  representatives  from 
the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  as  a 
“new  issue”  for  the  consultation. 
Affirmed  unanimously  with  little 
discussion,  the  proposal  re-affirms  the 
importance  of  “personal  salvation," 
“biblical  basis  for  social  involvement” 
and  “ministries  of  redemption,  nurture, 
reconciliation  and  social  application  of 
the  Gospel.” 

All  proposals  and  recommendations 
affirmed  by  the  consultation  will  now  go 
to  the  Board  of  Discipleship  for  con¬ 
sideration  on  legislation  being  drawn  up 
by  that' body  for  General  Conference  in 
1976.  UMCYM  also  will  have  the  option  of 
submitting  legislation  directly  to  General 
Conference  from  the  consultation,  but 
there  was  no  immediate  indication  of 
whether  or  not  that  will  be  done. 


Angola  refugees  wait  for  help 

LUANDA,  Angola  —  A  reported  600,000  refugees  from  colonial  Angola’s  struggle 
to  win  independence  from  Portugal  are  now  returning  home  and  bringing  with  them 
enormous  social  and  economic  problems.  Added  to  these  pressures  is  the  plight  of 
thousands  of  other  displaced  families  who  have  fled  their  homes  to  seek  shelter  in 
the  capital  city  of  Luanda  because  of  a  new  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  rival 
Angolan  independence  parties. 

Agencies  such  as  Church  World  Service  [CW’S],  the  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  are  attempting  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  homeless  in  Angola, 
slated  to  become  independent  in  November.  CWS  has  forwarded  an  initial  $5,000  to 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho  for  an  ecumenical  program  of  relief. 
Additional  response  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  was  anticipated. 

At  right,  refugees,  surrounded  by  their  possessions,  stand  and  wait  passively  for 
helP-  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


National  women’s  seminar  deals 
with  world  economics,  sexuality 


NORMAN,  Okla.  (UMC)  —  The  world 
and  its  people  —  their  pains  and  joys  — 
were  ever-present  as  326  United 
Methodist  Women  convened  here  Aug. 
16-23  for  the  National  Seminar  of  the 
denomination’s  Women’s  Division. 

Keyed  to  the  theme  “Living  In  the  8th 
Day,"  the  seminar  provided  a  crash 
course  on  global  economic  realities, 
pluralism  and  inclusiveness,  human 
sexuality,  and  global  cooperation  —  all 
within  a  framework  of  theology,  biblical 
reflection  and  consciousness  raising. 

The  presence  of  an  Episcopal  woman 
priest,  the  testimony  of  an  avowed 
homosexual  woman  who  is  a  state 
representative  in  Massachusetts,  a 
ringing  challenge  to  United  Methodist 
women  to  continue  their  prophetic  role  in 
the  life  of  the  church  and  the  world,  and  a 
massive  scope  of  workshops  ranging 
from  story-telling  to  corporate  respon¬ 
sibility  presented  a  continual  mind- 
bending  experience 

“I  have  begun  to  realize  how  very 
powerful  the  church  is,”  said  Massachu¬ 
setts  state  Rep.  Elaine  Noble,  of  Boston 
during  a  panel  presentation  on  human 
sexuality.  “Most  social  action  comes 
from  the  church.  You  have  a  responsi¬ 
bility”  to  society  to  help  it  deal  with 
understanding  all  of  God’s  creation. 

However,  she  cited  an  instance 
characterizing  the  church’s  frequent 
failure  to  shoulder  such  responsibilities. 
Recalling  the  death  of  32  persons  in  a  fire 
at  a  homosexual  bar  in  New  Orleans  last 


the  church  today 


New  editor  is  nominated  for 
The  Upper  Room  magazine 

ATLANTA  (UMC) 

—  The  Upper  Room 
Search  Committee 
has  agreed  unani¬ 
mously  to  nominate 
the  Rev.  Maxie 
Dunnam,  Director 
of  Prayer  Life  for 
“The  Upper  Room”| 

as  editor  of  that  de- _ 

votional  magazine.  Maxie  Dunnam 
Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis,  Columbia,  S.C., 
chairperson  of  the  search  committee, 
will  present  the  nomination  to  the 
Division  of  Evangelism,  Worship  and 
Stewardship  for  formal  election  at  the 
Oct.  24-26  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

When  elected,  Dunnam  will  become  the 
fifth  editor  in  the  40-year  history  of  the 
magazine,  succeeding  Wilson  O.  Weldon, 
who  retired  in  May  and  is  now  serving  as 
district  superintendent  of  the  Charlotte 
District,  Charlotte.  N.C. 

Mr.  Dunnam  is  a  ministerial  member 
of  the  Southern  California-Arizona  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

New  president  for  Southern 
Methodist  University  nominated 

DALLAS  —  Dr.  James  H.  Zumberge, 
chancellor  of  the  University  of  Nebraska 
since  1971,  was  unanimously  recom¬ 
mended  Aug.  20  as  the  seventh  president 
of  Southern  Methodist  University  here. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  84-member 
Board  of  Trustees  has  been  called  for 
Sept.  5  to  act  on  the  committee’s 
recommendation,  according  to  C.  A. 
Tatum  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  SMU  Board 
of  Trustees  and  Search  Committee 
Chairman  Robert  B.  Cullum. 

The  search  for  a  new  president  began 
in  October  1974  following  the  forced 
resignation  of  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  III  as 
president  in  June  of  that  year.  Dr.  Hardin 
has  since  become  president  of  United 
Methodist  related  Drew  University, 
Madison,  N.J. 

Dr.  Zumberge  is  internationally  known 
for  his  earth  science  research.  He  is 
chairman  of  the  Polar  Research  Board  of 
the  National  Academy  of  Sciences.  He 
was  the  chief  glaciologist  for  the  United 
States  Ross  Ice  Shelf  Expedition  in 
Antarctica  for  the  International 
Geophysical  Year  (1957-58)  and  was  the 
chief  organizer  for  three  subsequent 
antarctic  expeditions. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 


UCC  blasts  FCC  proposal 
as  ‘racist  and  sexist’ 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Proposals  of  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
(FCC)  to  exempt  broadcasting  stations 
with  15  or  fewer  employees  from  fair 
employment  reporting  requirements 
have  been  denounced  as  “racist  and 
sexist”  by  Dr.  Everett  C.  Parker, 
communications  director  for  the  United 
Church  of  Christ. 

“The  Commission’s  proposals  are  a 
revelation  of  moral  bankruptcy,”  he 
wrote  in  a  letter  to  Richard  E.  Wiley, 
FCC  chairman.  “The  action  is  so  devoid 
of  regard  for  minorities  and  women  as  to 
shatter  the  faith  of  all  who  have  labored 
so  long  and  so  hard  to  bring  about  the 
beginnings  of  fair  employment  in  the 
broadcasting  industry.” 

Current  regulations  cover  all  stations 
with  five  or  more  employees,  and  Dr. 
Parker  states  that  the  change  would 
mean  exempting  78  per  cent  of  all 
licensees. 

Pipeline  chaplain  assigned  to 
Alaskan  mission  post 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  Rev.  R 
Melvin  Vostry  of  Clio,  Mich.,  has  been 
named  a  home  missionary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  serve  as  a  chaplain 
to  workers  on  the  Alaska  oil  pipeline. 

Mr.  Vostry,  24.  will  work  with  several 
other  full  time  chaplains  ministering  to 
pipeline  workers  at  five  isolated  camps 
in  rugged  mountainous  territory  north  of 
Fairbanks.  Contraction  on  the  massive 
pipeline  project  has  attracted  some 
17,000  workers  to  Alaska. 

Son  of  a  pipeline  welder,  the  young 
minister  worked  in  pipeline  construction 
jobs  himself  during  summers  while  at¬ 
tending  Central  Michigan  University  and 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary  in 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  where  he  graduated  this 
year. 

NCC  president  appeals  on 
behalf  of  refugees  and  workers 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  has 
called  on  the  federal  government’s  Inter- 
Agency  Task  Force  on  Vietnam  Refugees 
to  see  that  refugees  are  not  used  “in  a 
way  that  violates  the  rights  and  needs  of 
U.S.  workers.” 

Dr.  W.  Sterling  Cary  made  the  appeal 
in  a  telegram  to  the  Task  Force  following 
charges  by  Cesar  Chavez  and  the  United 
Farm  Workers  of  America  that  Viet¬ 
namese  refugees  were  being  used  for 
strike-breaking. 


year,  Rep.  Noble  said  many  parents  of 
the  victims  would  not  claim  the  bodies  or 
pay  for  plastic  surgery  performed  on 
several  others  who  were  injured  in  the 
fire. 

“My  brothers  and  sisters  and  I  are 
tithing  our  salaries  to  pay  mortuary  fees, 
burial  costs  and  medical  bills,"  she  said, 
noting  many  of  the  victims’  families  are 
probably  church  members.  She  added 
that  many  congregations  refused  to  let 
the  gay  community  use  their  facilities  for 
memorial  services.  "That,  to  me,  is  not  a 
very  Christian  community.” 

United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  executive  Grover  Bagby,  also  a 
panel  member  for  the  human  sexuality 
topic,  warned  the  audience  against 
narrow  attitudes  which  view  anything  of 
the  flesh  as  evil. 

A  recommendation  calling  for  the 
Women’s  Division  to  take  a  stand  at 
General  Conference  supporting  the 
church’s  current  stance  on 
homosexuality  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of 
2-to-l  by  seminar  participants. 

In  the  areq  of  corporate  responsibility, 


however,  the  seminar  participants  voted 
unanimously  to  recommend  that  the 
Women’s  Division,  as  a  share  holder  in 
General  Motors,  write  the  company 
“requesting  reconsideration”  of  GM’s 
plans  to  open  a  plant  in  Chile  since 
“workers  are  under  a  military  regime 
and  not  allowed  to  negotiate  with 
management  concerning  working  con¬ 
ditions.” 

The  women  also  approved  a  lengthy 
resolution  concerning  the  proposed 
commonwealth  status  for  the  Marianas 
in  the  South  Pacific,  which  already  has 
passed  the  United  States  House  of 
Representatives  and  is  expected  to  be 
before  the  Senate  for  a  vote  later  this 
year.  The  resolution  questions  the 
change  in  status  for  the  islands  which 
currently  are  a  trust  territory  of  the  U.  S. 

The  Rev.  Carter  Hayward  of  New 
York,  one  of  eleven  Episcopal  women 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  an 
“irregular”  Episcopal  service  last  year, 
served  as  liturgist  for  the  seminar  and 
presided  at  the  three  major  worship 
services. 


Women’s  Division  study 
to  focus  on  prime  time  TV 


NORMAN,  OKLA.  (UMC)  -  Prime 
time  television  programs  will  be  the 
focus  of  a  media  monitoring  project 
sponsored  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  project  will  scrutinize  the  new  so- 
called  “family  viewing  time”  during  the 
fall  and  winter  television  season,  October 
1975  through  January  1976,  and  will  study 
the  effect  of  such  television  program¬ 
ming  on  the  socialization  of  women. 

Although  the  monitoring  project  was 
approved  initially  by  the  Women’s 
Division  in  October  1974,  the  specific 
focus  on  prime  time  programs  was  an¬ 
nounced  here  during  the  division’s 
quadrennial  National  Seminar,  Aug.  16- 
23  at  the  Oklahoma  Center  for  Continuing 
Education. 

Some  230  United  Methodist  women 
throughout  the  country  will  conduct  the 
actual  monitoring,  with  each  woman 
viewing  three  programs  from  three 
series  —  a  total  of  nine  shows.  Com¬ 
pilation  of  data  gathered  by  the  monitors 
will  be  done  by  the  Media  Center  at  the 
Pacific  School  of  Religion  in  Berkeley, 
Calif.  The  Media  Center  is  working  with 
the  Women's  Division  in  designing  the 
project  and  monitoring  forms. 

Twenty-three  monitoring  coordinators, 
trained  at  the  National  Seminar  will 
convene  and  train  monitoring  teams  in 


their  home  areas.  The  Rev.  George 
Conklin,  director  of  the  Media  Center, 
and  the  Rev.  Sandy  Gess  and  Gail 
Joralemon,  research  assistants  and 
seniors  at  the  Pacific  School  of  Religion, 
conducted  the  training  sessions  at  the 
seminar. 

“If  we,  as  Christians,  see  the  gospel  as 
a  radical  call  to  liberation  and 
wholeness,  then  in  order  to  follow  in  the 
way  of  Jesus,  we  must  change  in¬ 
stitutions  and  structures  of  which  media 
is  one  of  the  most  influential  and  ef¬ 
fective  socializing  influences  in  this 
country,”  explained  Ms.  Joralemon. 

“We  learn  from  media  what  it  is  to  be  a 
woman,  to  be  a  man  —  and  how  to  be 
feminine,  to  be  masculine,”  Ms 
Joralemon  continued.  “We  learn  how  to 
play  the  games,  contribute  to  the  op¬ 
pression  and  un-wholeness  of 
people  .  .  Let  us  open  our  own  eyes,  as 
well  as  the  eyes  of  others  in  the  hope  that 
we  all  will  be  —  one  day  —  the  free  people 
we  were  created  to  be." 

In  a  presentation  to  the  350  seminar 
participants,  the  Media  Center  officials 
cited  statistics  showing  that  each  year 
“the  average  American  devotes  1200 
hours  to  viewing  television,  200  hours  to 
newspaper  reading,  and  for  book 
reading,  10  hours.”  They  termed 
television  “one  of  the  most  powerful, 
pervasive  educational  systems  in  the 
United  States.” 


DR.  HERBERT  L.  BOWDOIN 

Speaker  on  Methodist  Hour 


METHODIST  HOUR 
INTERNATIONALS' 

Mission  to: 

Israel  -  Ireland  Nov.  15-25  $777. 

England  -  Ireland  Nov.  17  -  25  $618. 

Ireland  Nov.  18-25  $499. 

YOU  ARE  INVITED  TO  COME  WITH  US  ON 
A  MISSION  TO  IRELAND  AND  ISRAEL 


THINK  OF  IT!  Sharing  your  love  and  witness  for 
Christ  in  perhaps  the  two  most  “hate  spots”  in  the 
world  -  -  Israel  and  Ireland! 

Methodist  Hour  had  a  great  Love  Mission  to  Belfast,  Ireland  in  February  with  fifty-two 
witnesses  including  several  Catholics,  and  a  nun.  God  Blessed.  The  churches  there  (all 
denominations)  are  saying  “Please  bring  a  larger  group  and  help  us.” 

The  mission  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ireland.  Ireland  Methodists 
were  the  ones  who  first  brought  Methodism  to  America.  Now  we  must  go  in  their  time 
of  need  and  love  them. 

There  will  be  a  lay  witness  mission  in  fifteen  churches  in  the  greater  Belfast  area.  The 
mission  will  be  concluded  with  two  gaint  evangelistic  rallies  to  be  held  in  Jerusalem. 
These  will  be  sponsored  mainly  by  the  Baptist  churches.  There  are  no  Methodist 
churches  in  Jerusalem.  There  will  be  time  to  visit  the  places  of  the  Bible  in  the  Holy 
Land.  THINK  OF  IT  -  -  5  Days  in  Israel  -  -  5  Days  in  Ireland. 

There  arc  two  delightful  alternatives  -  -  England-Ireland.  Spend  several  days  in  England 
visiting  all  the  Heritage  Sites  of  Methodism.  Or  you  can  fly  straight  to  Ireland.  All  three 
groups  meet  in  Ireland  for  the  Gieat  Mission. 

The  mission  will  be  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Herbert  L.  Bowdoin  and  Mr.  Jimmy 
Sowdcr.  Other  leaders  such  as  Rev.  Walter  Albritton,  Rev.  Whitney  Dough,  Mr.  Jack 
Dew,  Mr.  Jimmy  Smith  and  numerous  others  will  assist.  Fifteen  of  the  best  coordinators 
in  America’s  Lay  Witness  Movement  will  lead  the  missions. 

Complete  information  will  be  provided  upon  request  Reply  to  Dr.  Herbert  L.  Bowdoin, 
Methodist  Hour  Missions,  Box  77,  Orlando,  Florida  32802. 
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General,  Jurisdiction  Conference  delegates  listed 


X  Between  the  first  1975  annual  conference  meeting  which  opened  in  Coalgood. 

•••  Ky..  May  1  and  the  final  one  in  Powell.  Wyo.,  which  ended  June  22.  more  than  •>. 
X  K0.000  United  Methodist  conference  members  across  the  nation  elected  their 
*•:  delegates  to  the  1976  General  Conference  in  Portland,  Ore.,  next  April.  >•: 

Also  elected  at  the  73  annual  conference  meetings  were  delegates  to  the  & 
$  denomination’s  five  jurisdictional  conferences.  Jurisdictional  delegates  also 
serve  as  reserve  delegates  to  the  General  Conference.  g 

■X  Here,  in  the  first  of  three  installments  TM/UMR  prints  a  list  of  delegates  by  !v 
:•>  jurisdiction.  Additional  conference  delegates  will  appear  in  next  week’s  •$ 
newspaper.  ^  . 


North  Central 
Jurisdiction 

Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy.  Eugene  J. 
Moore,  Bloomington,  conference  council  director, 
Wayne  C.  Hess,  D.S.  Normal;  W.  Harold  Loyd, 
Decatur,  pastor  First  UMC.  Frank  H.  Nestler, 
Springfield,  pastor  Laurel  UMC;  Donald  J  Jones, 
pastor  Gibson  City  UMC.  Walter  D  Krech.  pastor 
Rochester  UMC;  E.  Paul  Unger,  Normal,  pastor 
Calvary  UMC.  Burt  A.  McIntosh,  pastor  Clinton  UMC; 
Floy  J.  Ekln,  Mattoon,  pastor  First  UMC 
General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Ellen  R.  Hanna, 
Little  York;  Lloyd  M,  Bertholf,  Bloomington,  retired 
college  president;  Gerald  L.  Downle,  M.D  Kankakee; 
Porter  j  Womeldorff.  Decatur,  power  company 
supervisor;  Alvin  L.  Rountree,  Springfield,  archivist 
State  of  Illinois;  Mary  Eleanor  Woodruff,  Washington, 
instructor  of  rursing.  Anrw  F  Kennedy,  Rossville, 
Bryce  Barnes,  Chatham,  farmer;  Richard  E.  Reeves, 
Decatur,  sales  executive. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy  .  Larry 

L.  Lawler,  Bloomington,  conference  council  staff 
person.  John  C.  Wllkey.  pastor  Pittsfield  UMC;  Dale 
E.  Pitcher,  D.S.  Champaign;  Joseph  A.  Mason,  D.S. 
Jacksonville;  Robert  W.  Thornburg,  Nashville,  assoc., 
gen.  sec.,  Bd.  of  Higher  Ed.  &  Ministry;  Ira  Gallaway, 
Peoria,  pastor  First  UMC;  Dale  Catlla  Pekin,  pastor 
First  UMC;  Jack  B.  North,  Champaign,  pastor  First 
UMC;  David  P  Dees.  D.S.  Mattoon.  Sharon  N, 
Emswiler,  Normal.  Wesley  Foundation,  III.  state 
Univ.,-  Orval  L.  Bear,  Decatur,  executive  secretary, 
Bd.  of  Pensions. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  A.  Lewis 
Long,  Monmouth,  farmer;  Jinny  Gordon,  Kankakee. 
Mark  L.  Sheldon,  New  York,  staff  of  Church  Center  for 
U.N.;  Eldon  H.  Heltzman,  Normal,  Insurance  agent; 
Edith  R.  Terwllllger,  Champaign,  graduate  asst.  Unlv. 
of  III.;  Mildred  L.  Leighton,  Galesburg;  George 
Goddard,  Champaign,  farm  management  consultant; 
Jack  P.  Ghlfalla,  Knoxville,  banker;  Karen  J.  Griffin, 
Edinburg,  student;  Leslie  W  Helser,  Fisher,  retired 
State  of  III.  Supervisor;  Winona  Bollinger,  Shelbyvllle. 

Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Willie  B. 
Clay,  D.S.  Chicago  Southern;  Eugene  Wykle,  Crystal 
Lake,  pastor  First  UMC;  Richard  Tholln,  Evanston, 
professor,  Edsel  A.  Ammons,  Evanston,  professor; 
Merlyn  W.  Northfelt,  Evanston,  president  Garrett 
Evangelical  Seminary;  Charles  W.  Jordan,  Oak  Park, 
conference  council  staffperson;  Hosea  Valasquez, 
Chicago,  pastor  South  Deerirtg  UMC;  William  D. 
White.  Chicago,  conference  council  director.  Charles 
S.  Jarvis,  Arlington  Heights,  pastor  First  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Fran  Algulre, 
Downers  Grove.  Walter  S.  Lennarts  on.  Oak  Lawn, 
retired  business  person,  Carolyn  Oehler.  Elgin, 
assistant  editor  conference  edition  TM-UMR;  John  R. 
VanSickle,  Rockford,  retired  publisher;  Norma 
Weitinq,  Oak  Park;  Helen  Fannlnas.  Chicago,  social 
worker,  Hazel  Cummings,  Dixon;  Robert  H.  Albrecht, 
Dolton,  business  executive;  Joseph  T.  Johnson, 
Chicago,  funeral  director. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Ruth 
Wegner,  Oak  Park,  pastoral  training  center,  St.  Luke's 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  Finees  Flores,  Chicago,  pastor 
Christian  Fellowship  UMC;  Bill  Bryan,  pastor  Palos 
Heights  UMC;  Paul  Whittle,  D.S.  Chicago  Western, 
Samuel  Batt,  Chicago,  pastor  East  Side  UMC;  John 
Ferguson,  Chicago,  pastor  South  Shore  UMC;  Arthur 
Landwehr,  Evanston,  pastor  First  UMC;  Maceo 
Pembroke,  Chicago,  pastor  St.  Mark  UMC;  Carleton 
Rogers.  Elgin,  pastor  First  UMC. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay  Kenneth 
Riskedal,  Leland,  farmer;  Phyllis  Tholln.  Evanston; 
Margaret  Wilkins,  Hazelcrest;  Russell  Corey. 
University  staffperson;  Othello  Ellis,  Chicago,  social 
worker;  Paul  Turner,  Mundelein,  student;  Doris  Rudy, 
Evanston;  Elizabeth  Drees-Lehman,  Evanston;  Mary 
Jane  Boynton,  Dixon,  teacher 
Southern  Illinois  Annual  Conference 
Central  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Boyd  E. 
Wagner,  D.S.  Carbondale;  Roland  A.  Llppman,  D.S. 
Olney;  James  L.  Nettleton,  Mt.  Vernon,  conference 
council  director;  William  B.  Lewis,  Edwardsvllle, 
pastor  St.  John's  UMC 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Freda  Hasler, 
Olney,  minister's  secretary;  Marlene  S.  Cummins, 
Carlyle,  teacher.  John  R.  Rider.  Edwardsvllle, 
professor.  Berlin  T.  Campbell,  Olney,  retired  state 
employee. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Ira 
Wilson,  Mascoutah,  pastor  Bethel  UMC;  Billy  G.  Hahs, 
D.S.  Vandalia;  Robert  Hollis,  Belleville,  pastor  Signal 
Hill  UMC;  John  Henderson,  Lebanon,  D.S.  East  St. 
Louis. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Lila  B. 
Teer,  East  St.  Louis,  retired  unlv.  coordinator; 
Stephen  W.  Llrley,  Fairfield,  student;  Robert  Tarvln, 
Johnston  City,  college  president;  Marlon  Searcy, 
Carbondale,  postal  employee 
Detroit  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Raymond  R. 
Lamb,  Royal  Oak,  pastor  First  UMC;  Paul  F. 
Blomqulst.  D.S.  Flint,  Woodle  W.  White,  Washington, 
D.C.  executive  secretary.  Comm,  on  Religion  &  Race; 
Robert  E.  Horton,  Sterling  Heights,  pastor  Utica  UMC; 
Edward  L.  Duncan,  pastor  Lake  Orion  UMC.  James 
W  Bristah,  D.S.  Detroit  East;  Carl  E  Price,  Midland, 
pastor  First  UMC;  John  N.  Grenfell,  D.S.  Marquette; 
Kenneth  R.  Callls,  Flint,  pastor  Court  Street  UMC, 
General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Jane  Schairer, 
Dexter.  Irene  T.  Norris.  Berkley;  Janet  Luclanl, 
Hancock,  student;  William  C.  Hitchcock,  Hazel  Park, 
businessman;  Frieda  Spafford,  Ferndale;  James  A. 
Starr,  Flint,  motor  company  emp.oyee;  riarold.  C. 
Karls,  Saginaw,  attorney;  Jean  S.  Slkkenga,  Royal 
Oak;  Mary  Good,  Detroit,  teacher 


FUND  RAISING? 

Distinctive  sterling  silver  treasures  from 
silversmiths  with  a  tradition  of  craftsman¬ 
ship  spanning  two  centuries.  Unique  and 
unusual  creations  not  found  in  stores! 
FREE  BROCHURE 
E.  J.  TOWLE  CO.,  Dept.  JL 
406  Dexter  N.  Seattle,  WA  9*104 

Founded  1895 


North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy: 
Norbert  W.  Smith,  D.S  Port  Huron;  Garfield  H. 
Kellermana  pastor  Lapeer  UMC;  Robert  P.  Ward, 
D.S.  Ann  Arbor;  Marvin  H.  McCallum.  Manlstlque, 
pastor  Manistique;  Anthony  J.  Shipley,  Detroit, 
conference  council  director;  Carol  J.  Johns,  Saginaw, 
pastor  First  UMC;  William  T,  Robinson,  Ann  Arbor, 
pastor  Glacier  Way;  Alfred  T  Bamsey,  Troy,  pastor 
First  UMC. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Donald  J 
Clark,  Birmingham,  manufacturer's  representative; 
Paton  M.  Zimmerman.  Detroit,  engineer;  Earl  E. 
Borradalle,  Davison,  judge,  Evelyn  L.  Strong,  Detroit, 
mortgage  counselor;  Roy  Westphal,  Davison, 
automotive  Inspector;  Lionel  E.  Thompson,  Marlette, 
businessman;  Doris  Sain,  Mt.  Morris,  newspaper 
reporter;  Wayne  B.  Middleton,  Dearborn,  engineer 
East  Ohio  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Thomas 
Cromwell,  D.S.  Cleveland;  Donald  Burge,  D.S.  St. 
Clairsville;  Charles  Dailey,  pastor  Wlntersvllle  UMC; 
Allan  Zagray,  Bucyrus,  pastor  Woodlawn  UMC; 
Abraham  Brandyberry,  Canton,  pastor  Westbrook 
Park  UMC;  Robert  Tolbert,  D.S.  Akron;  Forrest  Nees, 
Warren,  pastor  First  UMC;  Robert  Courtney,  North 
Canton,  conference  council  staffperson;  Kenneth 
Hullt,  North  Canton,  conference  council  director; 
Blake  Wagner,  Mansfield,  pastor  Main  Street  UMC; 
Van  Bogard  Dunn,  Delaware,  Dean  of  Atethodlst 
Theological  School  in  Ohio;  Calvin  Myers,  pastor 
Berea  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay :  Thomas  Moore, 
Bucyrus,  broadcasting  executive;  Virgil  Zimmerman, 
North  Lawrence,  mail  carrier  and  farmer;  Betty 
Clymer,  Lexington;  John  Chlttum,  Wooster,  retired 
professor;  Leonard  White,  New  Philadelphia,  director, 
education  resource  center;  Bernadine  Cooke,  Burton, 
retired  teacher,  Francis  Lang,  E.  Liverpool,  attorney; 
Francis  Glasgow,  Kent,  laboratory  technician;  Doris 
Clary,  Bucyrus;  Alfred  Bonds,  Berea,  president, 
Baldwln-Wallace  College;  Leslie  Jackson,  Adena, 
truck  driver;  Arlene  Dammann,  Poland. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Arthur 
P.  Kirk,  pastor  Clyde  UMC;  M.  Richard  Drake, 
Cuyahoga  Falls,  pastor  First  UMC;  Paul  I.  Bailey, 
D.S.  Youngstwvn,  William  McCartney,  Cleveland, 
pastor  Efworth- Euclid  UMC;  Avery  Butler,  Niles, 
pastor  First  UMC;  Walter  Chisholm,  D.S.  Palnesvllle; 
Walter  P.  Brown,  Cambridge,  conference  council 
staffperson;  Robert  Kelley,  Akron,  pastor  Centenary 
UMC;  Robert  Snyder,  Shelby,  pastor  First  UMC;  John 
Hess,  Akron,  pastor  First  UMC;  Thomas  Taylor, 
Euclid,  pastor  East  Shore  UMC;  John  Buchanan,  Mt. 
Vernon,  pastor  Gay  Street  UMC;  Robert  Hahn,  Par 
ma,  pastor  Good  Shepherd  UMC;  C.  David  Wright, 
Cambridge,  D.S.  Cambridge;  William  Hogg,  pastor 
Wooster  UMC. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Edward 
Crouch,  Shaker  Hts.,  attorney;  Sharon  Spleth,  Avon 
Lake,  teacher;  Cecil  Maxwell,  Cardlngton,  owner, 
dairy  plant;  Catherine  Dunlap,  Wintersvllle;  Gene 
Boyer,  Youngsftwn,  realtor;  Melvin  Hayes,  Akron, 
accounting  manager;  Mareyjoyce  Green,  Cleveland, 
professor,  Cleveland  St.  Univ,;  Beverly  Hamilton, 
Dover,  retired  nurse;  Judith  Lyons,  Delaware; 
Halleck  Sec  rest.  Caldwell,  retired  school  superin¬ 
tendent;  Joseph  Starbuck,  Willard,  optometrist; 
Madge  Achberger,  Gallon,  Albert  Robinson, 
Youngstown,  welder;  Peggy  Forrest.  Akron,  resource 
consultant;  Thelma  Monbarren.  Dalton,  news 
correspondent 

West  Ohio  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy  Emerson  S. 
Colaw,  Cincinnati,  pastor  Hyde  Park  UMC;  Paul  M 
Vandegriff,  Toledo,  pastor  Monroe  St.  UMC;  Robert 
Byler,  Columbus,  pastor  Bexley  UMC;  James  Fllnch- 
baugh,  D.S.  Dayton  South;  James  T.  Davis,  Cln- 
clnattl,  pastor  Calvary  UMC;  Paul  E.  Stuckey,  D.  S. 
Findlay;  Joseph  E.  Graham,  Hamilton,  pastor  First 
UMC;  Carl  C.  Ling,  Troy,  D.S.  Dayton  North;  William 
Patterson,  Lancaster,  D.S.  Newark;  Hughey  Jones,  D. 
S.  Portsmouth;  Owen  Delp,  Ada,  program  assistant 
Lima  District;  William  K.  Messmer,  Columbus,  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant  to  the  bishop;  James  McCor¬ 
mick,  Westerville,  conference  treasurer,-  William  E. 
Smith,  Columbus,  pastor  North  Broadway  UMC; 
Glenn  Biddle,  Jackson,  director  Jackson  Area 
ministries;  Paul  Minus,  Columbus,  professor,-  John 
Searle,  D.S.  Defiance. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Betty  Condrey, 
Cincinnati;  Samuel  Meyer,  Ada,  president  Ohio 
Northern  University;  Mattie  Henderson,  Cincinnati, 
social  worker;  Leonard  Slutz,  Cincinnati,  attorney; 
Daniel  Jenkins,  New  Lexington,  judge;  Sara  Cox, 
Columbus,  claims  supervisor;  Charles  Weston, 
Columbus,  state  government  administrator;  Louise 
Goodwin,  Lima;  Harold  Boda,  Dayton,  retired  school 
administrator;  Dale  DeLong,  Clrcleville,  insurance; 
Jane  Baker,  Worthington;  Darrell  Hottle,  Hillsboro, 
judge;  Charles  Dilgard,  Lebanon,  director  Otterbeln 
Home;  Charles  Redmond,  Columbus,  attorney; 
Charles  McVey,  Athens,  teacher;  Mike  Bell,  Sidney, 
student;  EkJred  Helsel,  M.D.,  Hilliard;  Harriett 
Miller,  Daylon,  professor. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Austin 
Whitmore,  D.S.  Lima;  W.  Edge  Dixon,  pastor  Wor¬ 
thington  UMC;  Robert  Kimes,  Columbus,  pastor 
Trinity  UMC;  Howard  Spltnale,  D.S.  Wilmington,  John 
Ar  men  trout,  Cincinnati,  pastor  Forest  Chapel  UMC; 
Herman  Emmert,  Columbus,  pastor  Glenwood  UMC; 
James  Foster,  Findlay,  pastor  St.  Andrews  UMC; 
Wesley  Clarke,  D.S.  Athens;  John  Bergland,  Dayton, 
professor,  Newell  Wert,  Dayton,  seminary  dean; 
Herbert  Massey,  Springfield,  pastor  Central  UMC; 
Carl  Wiley,  pastor  Grove  City  UMC;  Don  Yocum, 
Lima,  pastor  Llma-Efw/orth  UMC;  Gene  Frazer,  D.S. 
Cincinnati;  Maurice  Grlbler,  Dayton,  pastor  Ft. 
McKinley  UMC;  John  Wagner,  Trcrtwood,  seminary 
dean,  Glenn  Crabtree,  Columbus,  pastor  Christ  UMC; 
W.  Jlng  Oksw,  Westerville,  pastor  Church  of  the 
Messiah;  Al  Reed,  Toledo,  pastor  Braden  UMC;  Dave 
Sageser,  Columbus,  pastor  Riverside  UMC, 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  Jay :  Tor  rev 
Kaatz,  Toledo,  retired  business  executive;  Joseph 
Shields,  Forest,  funeral  director;  Ben  Richer,  Lima, 
engineer;  Paul  Lomberg,  Cincinnati,  banker,-  George 
Gilts,  Findlay,  retired  businessperson;  Irene  Dunn, 
Cincinnati;  Beulah  Ballard,  Lancaster;  Margaret 
Ware,  Cincinnati;  Harold  Cochran,  Toledo, 
salesperson;  Donald  Hawkins,  Toledo,  attorney; 


Send  for  this  free 
book  that  has  helped 
thousands  hear  again 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  oiler 
of  special  interest  to  those 
who  hear  but  do  not  always 
understand  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Beltone.  An  illus¬ 
trated  booklet  answering  the 
most  common  questions 
about  today’s  hope  for  better 
hearing  will  be  given  abso¬ 
lutely  free  to  anyone  request¬ 
ing  it. 

The  book  discusses  types 
of  hearing  problems,  early 
warning  signs  and  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  surgical  or  medical 
help. 

The  book  is  free,  so  we  sug¬ 
gest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Thousands  have  already 
been  mailed,  so  write  today  to 
Dept.  4723,  Beltone  Elec¬ 
tronics  Uorp.,  4201  W.  Vic- 
toria  St.,  Chicago,  Ill.  60646. 


INFLAMED  EYES? 

Gel  prompt  relief  with  LAVOPTIK.  the1 
Medicinal  Eye  Wash.  Soothes  granulated  eye¬ 
lids.  itching,  irritation.  Aids  natural  healing. 
Relied  on  by  mil-ions  for  dependable  eye 
comfort.  Insist  on  genuine  LAVOPTIK  Eye 
Wash  with  eye  cup  included,  at  your  druggist. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 
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Contact  J.  Y.  Tingle 
Longhorn  Dodge,  Inc. 

2401  W.  7th  St.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  76107 
(817)  335-2331,  Metro  429-0121 
(214  )  262-2244  (Dallas) 


Kenneth  Hunt,  Casstown,  technician,  Edna  J.  Sadler, 
Delphos,  Betty  Ross.  Zanesville;  Jacob  Davis,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  retired  business  executive;  Dorothy  Baker, 
Toledo,  Ruth  Tompkins,  Portsmouth,  district  program 
assistant,  Judith  Gebhart,  Dayton,  teacher;  Robert 
McGee,  The  Plains,  systems  technician  Ohio 
University;  Mary  Weaver,  Dayton. 

Iowa  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Edwin  C. 
Boulton,  Des  Moines,  administrative  assistant  to  the 
Bishop.  Alferd  E.  Wilken,  Des  Moines,  conference 
council  director;  Frank  A.  Nichols,  C  res  ton,  D.S. 

C  res  ton,  Worthie  K.  Usher.  Davenport,  pastor  St. 
John's  UMC;  Harold  W.  Delllt,  D.S.  Perry;  Arthur  B. 
Campney,  Des  Moines,  conference  council  staff- 
person;  Donald  R.  Arthur,  Waterloo,  D.S.  Waterloo; 

P,  Boyd  Mather,  Dubuque,  pastor  Faith  UMC;  C. 
Dendy  Garrett,  Iowa  City,  pastor  First  UMC;  Lester  L. 
Moore,  Ames,  pastor  Collegiate  UMC.  Stanley  C. 
Kennedy.  Waterloo,  director  urban  ministries;  Wayne 
E.  Shoemaker,  Des  Moines,  pastor  Grace  UMC 
General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  K.  June  Gold 
man,  Estherville;  Rosalie  J.  Bentzinger,  Des  Moines, 
conference  staff  consultant,  Marjorie  Kreager, 
Newton;  Mary  Yaggy,  Des  Moines;  Kathryne  Sears, 
Cedar  Rapids,  retired;  Kathy  Miller,  Blalrstown, 
student;  Wayne  Marty,  LeMars,  professor;  William  P. 
Appelgate,  Ellswjrth,  carpenter;  Ralnsford  A.  Brown, 
Sr.,  Davenport,  businessman;  Paul  V.  Shearer, 
Washington,  attorney;  Lester  C.  Meal  iff,  West  Des 
Moines,  banker;  Max  W.  Kreager,  Newton,  banker. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy; 
Richard  C  Pfaltzgraff,  Des  Moines,  pastor  Burns- 
Gatchel  Trinity  UMC;  J.  Roland  Crandall, 
Washington,  pastor  First  UMC,  Donald  L.  Carver, 
Cedar  Falls,  pastor  St.  Timothy's  UMC;  Weldon  A. 
Whitenack,  D.S.  Muscatine;  Leroy  W.  Moore, 
Burlington,  pastor  First  UMC;  John  K.  Moore,  Sioux 
City,  D.S.  Sioux  City;  Nancy  J.  Nichols,  pastor 
Melbourne  UMC;  Robert  T.  Dodder,  D.S.  Council 
Bluffs;  Paul  H.  Heath,  Mt.  Vernon,  D.S.  Cedar  Rapids,- 
EugeneH.  Hancock,  Des  Moines,  pastor  First  UMC;  J. 
Ellis  Webb,  Mason  City,  D.S.  Mason  City;  M.  E. 
Walker,  Des  Moines,  conference  treasurer;  Paul  O. 
Pfaltzgraff,  Cedar  Rapids,  pastor  Salem  UMC; 
Chester  L.  Guinn,  Perry,  pastor  First  UMC. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Glen 
Thompson,  Ames,  extension  service;  Margaret 
Clayburg,  Des  Moines,  secretary;  Jody  Smith, 
Ayshlre,  student;  Joy  Ritter,  Council  Bluffs,  director, 
Exper.  Ministries,  Robert  Engel,  Iowa  City, 
professor;  Barbara  Dale,  Fayette;  Donald  M.  Typer, 
Mt.  Vernon,  retired  college  pres.,  George  Glass, 
Marshalltown,  boiler  chief;  Donald  L.  Ward,  Early, 
construction;  Harry  E.  Young,  Oelweln,  plumber;  Phil 
S.  Kerber,  Emmetsburg,  Kerber  Milling  Co.;  Lucille 
Mitchem,  Marshalltown;  Inagrace  Thoms,  Dubuque; 
Hcward  J.  Mitchem,  Marshalltown,  Insurance. 

Minnesota  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Charles 
Purdham,  Minneapolis,  conference  council  director; 
Stanley  Hanks,  D.  S.  Metro  West;  Del  ton  Krueger,  D. 
S.  Northeast;  Lyle  Christianson,  Roseville,  pastor 
Centennial  UMC;  H.  Thomas  Walker,  Duluth,  pastor 
First  UMC;  E.  Russell  Praetorlus,  Bloomington, 
pastor  Hlllcrest  UMC;  Joyce  Haberman,  pastor 
Elmore  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Betty  Jean 
Foster,  Minneapolis,  conference  treasurer,  Kathleen 
Halnlng,  Alexandria,  member  General  Council  on 
finance  and  Administration;  Leonard  Harkness, 
Roseville,  director  Minnesota  4-H  Club;  Norma  Lar 
son,  South  St.  Paul;  Lyle  Schrelber,  Faribault,  post 
master;  Marlene  Wordelman,  Rochester;  William 
McPherson,  Park  Rapids,  retired  Board  of  Laity, 
conference  lay  leader. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Merle 
Dunn,  Rochester,  pastor  Homestead  UMC;  Willard 
Allin,  Rochester,  pastor  Central  UMC;  James 
Schneider,  Minnesota,  pastor  Grace  UMC;  Kenneth 
Beck,  St.  Cloud,  pastor  First  UMC;  Ted  Colescott,  Ada, 
pastor  Ada-Beltrami  charge;  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers, 
New  York,  assistant  general  secretary,  ecumenical 
and  Interreligious  concerns  division,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Wesley 
Mellgren,  Minneapolis,  accounting  executive;  Jean 
Dowell,  Bloomington,  member  Board  of  Global 
Ministries;  David  Roberson,  Zumbro  Falls,  farmer; 
Sue  Stemme,  Marshall,  student;  George  Olson,  Min¬ 
neapolis,  conference  staffperson;  Velma  Walker, 
Duluth,  radio- TV  personality,  former  president  con 
ference  UMW. 

North  Dakota  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegate,  clergy:  David  Knecht, 
Bismarck,  pastor  McCabe  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegate,  lay:  Robert  Sundln, 
Bowbells,  farmer. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Robert 
Worner,  Grand  Forks,  pastor  Zion  UMC;  Eve  Hook, 
Bismarck,  pastor  Bismarck-McCabe. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Bonnie 
Bates,  Bismarck;  Shirley  Wu,  Linton. 

South  Dakota  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegate,  clergy:  Earl  H.  Butz, 
Sioux  Falls,  D.S.  Southern. 

General  Conference  delegate,  lay:  Flint  Persls, 
Sioux  Falls. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy: 
Russell  E.  Tarver,  Huron,  D.S.  Northern;  Richard  D 
Plttenger,  Sioux  Falls,  pastor  First  UMC;  Harvey 
Sander,  pastor  Pierre  UMC. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Ramona 
Anderson,  LaBolt;  Walter  McCarty,  Brookings, 
college  Instructor;  Warren  Kuhler,  Wakonda,  nursing 
home  administrator. 

North  Indiana  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy  :  Virgil  Bjork, 
Valparaiso,  D.  S.  Calumet;  Gerald  Jones,  D.  S.  South 
Bend;  Nterrell  Gelble,  O.  S.  Logans  port;  Sheldon 
Duecker,  Marlon,  Council  on  Ministries  Director, 
Willis  Glerhart,  D.  S.  Elkhart;  John  Wolf,  Fort  Wayne, 
pastor  First  Wayne  Street  UMC;  A  Hunter  Colpltts. 
Munde,  pastor  High  Street  UMC;  Yung  Chen,  Ken 
dallvllle,  pastor  Mitchell  Street-Brlmfleld  UMC; 
Richard  Klstler,  Munster,  pastor  Munster  Ridge  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Charles  Hefley, 
Marion,  school  principal;  Mrs.  Robert  Sites, 
Lafayette;  Kermlt  Burruus,  Peru,  Indiana  state 
representative;  Mrs.  Robert  Fenstermacher, 
Walkerton;  George  Oavls,  Peru,  school  super  In 
tendent;  Ms.  Pam  Anderson,  Etna  Greea  teacher, 
George  McDermott,  Alexandria,  retired;  Charles  Ade, 

M.  D.,  Lafayette;  James  Angle,  Fort  Wayne,  C.P.A., 
business  executive. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  J.  C. 
Williams,  Muncle,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  James  Morin, 

D.  S.  Fort  Wayne;  Phlll  Stephens,  D.  S.  Lafayette. 
Orrln  Manifold,  D.  S.  Kokomo;  John  Dlcken, 
Alexandria,  pastor  First  UMC;  Donald  LaSuer, 
Anderson,  pastor  First  UMC;  Benjamin  Antle,  D.  S. 
Marion;  James  Hook,  Hammond,  pastor  Woodmar 
UMC;  Kaye  Bass,  Bluff  ton.  pastor  First  UMC;  Jack 
Thomas,  New  Haven,  pastor  New  Haven  UMC 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mrs. 
Kermlt  Burrous,  Peru,  newspaper  staffperson;  Mrs. 
Jewel  Helms,  Kokomo,  secretary;  Darrell  Morlan. 
Fort  Wayne,  business  executive;  Welcome  Weaver, 
Huntington,  business  executive;  Mrs.  Evan  Bergwall. 
Fort  Wayne;  Mrs.  Marianne  Norman,  Churubusco, 
Rlc  Olson,  Muncle,  student;  Herbert  Cooper,  Fort 
Wayne,  C.P.A.;  Ms.  Carolyn  Elaine  Johnson,  West 
Lafayette,  university  graduate  Instructor;  Harold 
Wilson,  Peru,  farmer. 

South  Indiana  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  J.  Kenneth 
Forbes,  Indianapolis,  executive  assistant  to  the 
bishop;  Gene  P.  Crawford,  D.S.  Indianapolis  West, 
Leroy  C.  Hodapp,  Bloomington,  conference  council 
director;  Robert  C.  Holmes,  D.S.  Greemburg;  Richard 

E.  Hamilton,  Indianapolis,  pastor  North  UMC;  David 
J.  Lawson,  D.S.  Evansville;  Charles  A.  Stanton, 
Bloomington,  conference  council  staffperson;  Robert 
W.  Koenig,  Mt.  Vernon,  pastor  First  UMC;  Richard  L 
Christopher,  New  Castle,  pastor  First  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  John  J.  Thomas, 
Brazil,  attorney;  Lois  S.  Ludwig,  Bloomington, 
teacher,-  Clifford  H.  Bingham,  Washington,  retired 
personnel  administrator;  Velma  M.  Harris,  Columbus, 
secretary;  Basil  Lorch,  Jr.,  New  Albany,  attorney, 
EdwardC.  Susat,  Evansville,  Director  of  Placement, 
U.  of  Evansville;  John  J.  Easley,  Clay  City,  phar 
maclst;  Thomas  V.  Bryant,  Jeffersonville,  federal 
civil  service;  Ray  M.  Crawford,  New  Albany,  retired. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy: 
Charles  A.  Tyler,  D.S.  Indianapolis  Northeast;  Charles 

L.  Myers,  D.S.  Bloomington;  Joe  G.  Emerson, 
Columbus,  pastor  First  UMC;  George  E.  Rice, 
Indianapolis,  pastor  University  UMC;  Lloyd  M. 
Wright,  Bloomington,  conference  council  staffperson; 


Susan  W.  N.  Ruach,  co-pastor  Batesville  UMC; 
William  T.  Murphy,  Terre  Haute,  pastor  Memorial 
UMC.  Esther  E.  Edwards,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Gen.  Bd. 
of  Higher  Ed.  8.  Ministry;  William  R.  Clayton!- 
Shelbyvllle,  pastor  First  UMC. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Dorothea 
S.  Green,  Indianapolis,  administrative  assistant; 
Sarah  R.  Easley,  Clay  City,  nurse;  David  L.  White,  Jr., 
Jeffersonville,  area  dir.,  Mental  Health  Board, 
Francis  M.  Wilcoxon,  Brazil,  Insurance;  Jack  N.  Van 
Stone,  Evansville,  attorney,  Mary  L.  Basfaln,  Bed 
ford,  teacher;  Carolyn  Ellis,  Vincennes,  nurse; 
Carolyn  Marshall,  Veedersburg,  corporate  secretary; 
Norbert  L.  Talbott,  Indianapolis,  foundation  field 
representative. 

Wisconsin  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy;  Gordon 
Bender,  Green  Bay,  pastor  St.  Paul's  UMC;  Richard 
Truitt,  Milwaukee,  pastor  Albright  UMC;  Donald 
Fenner,  Green  Bay,  D.  S.  Northeast;  Sharon  Ann 
Brown  Christopher,  pastor  Butler  UMC;  Stanford 
Strosahl,  Sun  Prairie,  conference  council  director; 
Perry  Salto,  Wauwatosa,  pastor  Wauwatosa  Ave. 
UMC;  Abraham  Carey,  Milwaukee,  pastor  St.  James 
UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Leigh  Roberts, 
Madison,  professor;  Ruth  Tubbs,  Seymour;  Patricia 
Soderholm,  Monroe;  Lois  Olsen,  Milwaukee,  nurse- 
mldwlfe;  Michael  Gray,  Plattevllle,  student;  Irene 
Cramer,  Fonddu  Lac;  Joyce  Mevls,  Darlington,  radio 
newscaster. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Gerald 
Krause,  Beloit,  pastor  First  UMC;  Marvin  Schilling, 
Sun  Prairie,  conference  staff  person;  Lee  Moore  head. 
Green  Bay,  pastor  First  UMC,  Wesley  Corbin, 
Greenfield,  pastor  Memorial  UMC;  Donald  Ott,  Sun 
Prairie,  conference  staffperson;  Marllynn  Rushton, 
pastor  Durand  UMC;  Alvin  Llndgren,  Northbrook, 
professor  Roy  Demlng,  Eau  Claire,  D.S.  Northwest; 
Frank  Dauner,  Milwaukee,  pastor.  Calvary  UMC. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Doris 
Foote,  Madison;  Kelly  Churchill,  Green  Bay,  retired; 
Fran  Hundley,  Mequon;  Eleanor  Amlco,  Milwaukee; 
Scott  Walters,  Wisconsin  Rapids,  student;  Normal  F. 
Kahl,  Ladysmith,  retired;  Harriett  Alicea,  Seymour; 
Betty  Chamberlain,  Lacrosse,  piano  teacher;  Halsey 
Rinehart,  Richland  Center,  farmer  and  Insurance 
agent.  Howard  Velth,  Sheboygan,  assistant  principal; 
Grace  Seiser,  Milwaukee. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

Baltimore  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy;  David  H. 
Andrews,  D.S.  Frederick;  Forrest  C.  Stlth,  Baltimore, 
executive  director,  Conference  Board  of  Missions;  J. 
Carroll  Ylngling  Jr.,  D.S.  Baltimore  Northwest;  R. 
Kay  Barger,  Baltimore,  pastor  Roland  Avenue- 
Evergreen  UMC;  Wilson  A.  Shearer,  Hagerstown, 
pastor  Otterbeln  UMC;  Frank  L.  Williams, 
Washington,  D.C.,  pastor  Asbury  UMC,  Harold  G. 
Johnson  Sr.,  D.S.  Baltimore  North;  Herbert  L.  D. 
Doggett.  pastor  Potomac  UMC;  C.  Douglas  Cooney, 
D.S.  Baltimore  East;  Merrill  W.  Drennan,  D.S. 
Washington  West. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Martha  Ross, 
Washington;  Harry  Underwood,  Sliver  Spring,  at¬ 
torney;  Barbara  Thompson,  Washington,  federal 
government  employee;  James  Talley,  Randallstown, 
director  conference  council,  Barbara  Lavery, 
Baltimore;  Thurman  Dodson,  Washington,  attorney; 
Everett  Jones,  Damascus,  mechanical  contractor; 
Charles  Mann,  Baltimore,  retired;  Helen  Wlcklein, 
Tows  on;  Annie  Thompson,  Baltimore,  school  ad¬ 
ministrator. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy: 
Edward  B.  Lewis,  Lanham,  D.S.  Washington  East; 
Laver ne  Rohrbaugh,  Falls  Church,  Va„  pastor  Mt. 
Vernon  UMC;  Harold  Bell  Wright,  pastor  Linthlcum 
Heights  UMC;  Charles  Niner,  College  Park,  associate 
director  conference  council;  Carroll  Doggett  Jr. 
Annapolis,  D.S.  Baltimore  Southwest;  Levi  Miller  Jr„ 

D. S,  Washington  Central;  Edgar  Hammersla,  D.S. 
Annapolis;  William  Bishop,  Washington,  pastor 
McKendree  UMC;  Kenneth  Tyson,  pastor  Bethesda 
UMC;  Lamar  W.  Kopp,  Baltimore,  pastor  Salem- 
Hebbvllle  UMC;  Carl  Rife,  Frederick,  pastor  Brook 
Hill  UMC;  Thomas  Starnes,  Hyattsvllle,  pastor  First 
UMC. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Thomas  C. 
Bllckenstaff,  Hagerstown,  real  estate;  Joseph  E. 
Hannah,  Rohrersvllle,  farmer;  Wllmer  V.  Bell, 
Baltimore,  retired  school  administrator, •  Joan  G. 
Roach,  Marti  ns  burg;  Hilda  M.  Perry,  Washington, 
school  counselor;  Paul  D.  Vandenburg,  Cresaptown, 
student;  Louise  M.  Smallwood,  Baltimore,  retired 
teacher;  Phyllis  P.  Butler,  Martlnsburg;  John  R. 
Frank,  Mt.  Airy,  horticulturist;  Charles  H.  Zelgler, 
Pasadena,  utilities  supervisor;  Blanche  R.  Powell, 
Baltimore,  retired  teacher. 

Central  Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Daniel  L. 
Shearer,  Harrisburg,  conference  council  director; 
Robert  L.  Close,  Lewlsburg,  D.S.  Harrisburg;  Arthur 
W.  Stambach,  D.S.  Chambersburg;  Thomas  W. 
Gulnlvan,  D.S.  York;  D.  Rayborn  Higgins,  pastor 
Shire  mans  town  UMC;  Paul  E.  Myers,  Hershey,  pastor 
First  UMC;  Donald  H.  Treece,  Carlisle,  pastor  Allison 
UMC;  J.  Paul  Taylor,  D.S.  Harrisburg;  Brian  Set- 
terman,  Harrisburg,  pastor  Grace  UMC;  H.  Richard 
Welllver,  D.S.  Altoona. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Mrs.  Betty  L. 
Newsbaum,  Harrisburg,  conference  treasurer;  Mrs. 
Robert  Close,  Lewlsburg;  Paul  E.  Gilmore, 
Williamsport,  retired  businessperson;  Conrad  Page, 
Etters,  federal  government  employee;  Mrs.  Gerald 
Heilman,  Williamsport;  Kenneth  Plummer,  Cham¬ 
bersburg,  construction;  Charles  Edgar,  Harrisburg, 
businessperson;  Robert  Knupp,  Harrisburg,  attorney; 
Mrs.  Donald  Bailey,  State  College;  R.  Andrew  Lady, 
Williamsport,  assistant  to  the  president  Lycoming 
College. 

Northeastern  Jursldlctlon  delegates,  clergy: 
William  Woods,  Red  Lion,  pastor  St.  Paul  UMC;  Paul 

E.  Stambach,  pastor  Mt.  Wolf  UMC;  Thomas  R. 
Sprlngman,  Carlisle,  pastor  First  UMC;  Calvin  H. 
Cole,  New  Cumberland,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Charles 
W.  Keller  Jr.,  Harrisburg,  pastor  Rockville  UMC; 
Elwood  C,  Zimmerman,  Harrisburg,  pastor  Calvary 
UMC;  John  B,  Howes,  Washington,  D.C.  associate 
Wesley  Seminary;  Victor  K.  Meredith,  D.S.  Wellsboro; 
Martin  W.  Hopkins,  York,  pastor  Asbury  UMC;  Jay  A. 
Saxe,  Altoona,  pastor  Gefhsemane  UMC. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  H.  Leroy 
Marlow,  State  College,  professor,-  Ralph  Ritter,  Camp 
Hill,  construction;  John  D.  Brubaker,  Middletown, 
postal  employee;  Mrs.  Jacobs  Keller,  Windsor;  G. 
Jackson  Milter,  Altoona,  wholesale  florist;  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Burkett,  Osceola  Mills;  Russell  Horn  Sr„ 
York,  businessperson;  David  L.  Reed,  Lewlsburg, 
administrator  UM  Home;  Mrs.  Fred  Gorman,  York, 
Christian  education  director;  Mrs.  Harley  Worth¬ 
ington,  Williamsport. 

Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  George  W. 
Bashore,  Reading,  D.S.  Lebanon- Reading,-  Mark  j. 
Hostetter,  pastor  Morrlsvllle  UMC;  Henry  H.  Nichols, 
Philadelphia,  pastor  Jane's  Memorial  UMC;  F.  Lewis 
Walley,  Reading,  pastor  Holy  Cross  UMC;  Robert  P. 
Longenecker,  D.S.  Allentown;  William  T.  Cherry, 
Lancaster,  pastor  Grandview  Hts.  UMC;  Harold  S. 
Pelffer,  D.S.  Philadelphia  Northeast;  Charles  S.  Kerr, 
Lancaster,  pastor  First  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Ruth  Daugh¬ 
erty,  Lancaster;  Harold  H.  Qulckel,  Lancaster, 
purchasing  agent;  Reta  Barto,  Reading;  Anne 
Nicholson,  Allentown;  Mark  Albright,  Reeding, 
student;  Lawton  S  hr  oyer,  Shemokln,  manufacturing 
executive;  Horace  F.  Ether,  Media,  retired;  Claude 
Schoenly,  Philadelphia,  retired. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Claude 
A.  Edmonds,  D.S.  Philadelphia  Northwest;  Robert  M. 
Daugherty,  Lancaster,  pastor  Covenant  UMC;  Harry 
E.  Aughlrtoaugh,  Warminster,  conference  staff  con¬ 
sultant;  Charles  E.  Weigel,  Jr.,  Lancaster,  associate 
pastor  St.  Paul's  UMC;  Susan  W.  Hasslnger,  Reading, 
pastor  Emmanuel  (Fleetwood)  UMC;  Melvin  G. 
Spooler  ,  Jr„  Allentown,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  George 
N.  Hlppel,  Bryn  Mawr,  conference  staff  consultant; 
William  A.  Sharp,  D.S.  Lancaster;  Robert  M  Neely,  E. 
Stroudsburg,  pastor  First  UMC. 

Nortneasrern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay: 

Carlton  Dodge,  Reading,  director,  alumni  relations, 
Albright  College;  Frederick  P.  Sample,  Annvllle, 
president,  Lebanon  Valley  College;  Olive  Qulckel, 
Lancaster;  Dorothy  Weaver,  Denver;  Roger  Knlsley, 
Annvllle,  C.P.A.;  Philip  Herr  II,  Philadelphia,  at¬ 
torney;  Harrle  G.  Schlmmel,  Lancaster,  conference 
treasurer  and  business  administrator;  Theodore 
Hagan,  Philadelphia,  federal  government  employee; 
William  G.  Luff,  Philadelphia,  book  store  ad¬ 
ministrator. 


Western  Pennsylvania  Annual  Con¬ 
ference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Kenneth  P. 
Rutter,  Greensburg,  pastor  First  UMC;  James  A. 
Woomer,  Brookvllle,  pastor  First  UMC;  Hugh  D. 
Crocker,  D.S.  Johnstown;  H.  Donald  Lash,  Somerset, 
pastor  First  UMC;  Nelson  E.  Stants,  D.S.  Washington, 
William  B.  Grove,  Pittsburgh,  pastor  First  UMC; 
James  L.  Carraway,  D.S.  Indiana,  Gerald  A. 
McCormick,  Monroeville,  pastor  Garden  City  UMC; 
Delbert  E.  Jolley,  Indiana,  pastor  Grace  UMC;  Paul 

M.  Easter,  D  S.  Greensburg;  Jack  F.  Emerick,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  conference  council  staffperson;  Robert  C. 
Sless,  Pittsburgh,  conference  council  director. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Lillian  Sloan, 
Monroeville;  Dwight  M.  Bittner,  Pittsburgh,  con¬ 
ference  treasurer;  Mary  Lou  DeVaux,  Greensburg; 
George  Hershberger,  Scottdale;  Paul  R.  McCormick, 
Pittsburgh,  professor,  John  G.  Johnson,  Pittsburgh; 
William  M.  Beatty,  Hopwood,  director,  training  cen¬ 
ter;  Herbert  L.  Gwyer,  Pittsburgh,  retired  retailer, 
Franklin  Blackstone  Jr.,  Zellenople,  attorney;  Howard 
Horton,  Pittsburgh,  Goodwill  Industries,  Barbara 
Blackstone,  Zelienople,  speech  therapist;  Doris  M. 
Handy,  Pittsburgh. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  John 
W.  Russell,  D.S.  Connellsvllle;  Bruce  H.  Bishop, 
Indiana,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Arnold  A.  Rhodes, 
pastor  Wlndber  UMC;  Gene  E.  Sease,  Indianapolis, 
president  Indiana  Central  College;  Robert  C.  Howe, 
Pittsburgh,  pastor  South  Avenue  UMC;  Donald  J. 
Joiner,  Pittsburgh,  pastor  Holiday  Park  UMC;  Harold 
V,  Lindquist,  Erie,  pastor  Glenwood  UMC;  Paul  J. 
Meuschke,  Pittsburgh,  pastor  Baldwin  UMC;  Harold 
R.  Kelly,  D.S.  Franklin,-  Wesley  E.  Blaha.  pastor 
Monroeville  UMC;  J.  Howard  Wright,  Johnstown, 
pastor  Grove  Avenue  UMC;  Paul  E.  Schradlng,  Pitts 
burgh,  University  and  City  Ministries,  Madge  B. 
Floyd,  Pittsburgh,  pastor  Castle  Shannon  UMC. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Bernice 
Bishop,  Pittsburgh;  Harry  Blanset,  Johnstown,  ac 
countant;  Joyce  Anderegg,  Russell,  retired  teacher; 
Eugene  Rote,  Duke  Center,  utilities  employee;  James 
Donner,  Erie;  Evelyn  Hull,  Seward;  Dawn  Boyd, 
Franklin,  Christian  education,  director;  Gilbert 
Anderson,  Sharpsville;  Paul  C.  Reynolds,  Ellwood 
City,  retired  public  relations;  Rhonda  Johnson,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Christian  education  director;  Helen  Orr, 
Girard;  Lillian  Treece,  Pittsburgh,-  Charles  Tech 
meyer,  Pittsburgh,  realtor. 

Central  New  York  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Robert  L. 
Homer,  D.S.  Geneva;  James  E,  Spear,  Ovid,  pastor 
Ovid  Federated  Church;  William  R.  Swales,  Elmira, 
pastor  Centenary  UMC;  Robert  J.  McCune,  Ithaca, 
pastor  St.  Paul's  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Robert  L.  Mann, 
Dundee,  schedule  coordinator;  Charles  Chase,  Cor¬ 
ning,  school  superintendent;  Thomas  Milligan,  Cort 
land,  banker;  AMs.  Rachel  Hayward,  Elmira. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy: 
Sheldon  B.  Stephenson,  D.S.  Syracuse;  John  L.  Love, 

N.  Syracuse,  pastor  North  Syracuse  UMC;  Vernon  L. 
Lee,  Jr.,  D.S.  Elmira;  Warren  G.  Odom,  Syracuse, 
conference  executive. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Bonnie 
Totten,  Fayetteville;  Mary  AAargaret  Robinson,  Penn 
Yan;  Catherine  Facer,  Phelps;  Bruce  R.  Karstetter, 
Corning,  real  estate. 

New  York  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  William  M. 
James,  New  York,  Metropolitan  Community  UMC; 
Richards.  Parker,  Rockville  Centre,  D.S.  Long  island 
West;  F.  Herbert  Skeete,  Bronx,  pastor  Salem  UMC; 
Irving  A.  AAarsland,  Jr.,  pastor  Hempstead  UMC;  Paul 
F.  Abel,  Trumbull,  Conn.,  pastor  Golden  Hill 
(Bridgeport)  UMC;  Douglas  F.  Verdin,  Westport, 
pastor  Westport  (Conn.)  UMC;  J.  Philip  Gehres,  pas¬ 
tor  Hobart  UMC;  AAatthew  H.  Gates,  Rye,  Conference 
council  director;  Norma  A.  Rust,  Bellmore,  pastor 
Bellmore  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Vivian  P 
Overton,  Norwalk,  bank  officer;  Sydney  H.  Atkinson, 
Baldwin,  business  consultant;  Howard  H.  Darling, 
Rye,  conference  treasurer;  William  T.  Staubach, 
Pelham,  bark  executive;  Gloster  B.  Current,  Hollis, 
NAACP  executive;  Jeanette  Wlnton,  Stratford; 
Miriam  Isaacs,  Rockville  Centre,  child  development 
specialist;  William  C.  Kirkwood,  Garden  City,  in¬ 
surance  broker;  Theressa  Hoover,  New  York,  Bd.  of 
Global  Min. 

Northeastern Jurlsdlctlondelegates,  clergy:  John  E. 
Carrington,  New  York,  United  Mettv  City  Society 
Exec,;  John  A.  Collins,  Rye,  associate  director  con¬ 
ference  council;  David  C.  Houston,  Poughkeepsie, 
pastor  Trinity  UMC;  H.  Burnham  Kirkland,  New  York, 
D.S.  AAetropolltan;  Alfredo  Cotto-Thorner,  Brooklyn, 
pastor  South  Third  Street;  Richard  A.  Thornburg, 
Norwalk,  pastor  Norwalk  UMC;  Leonard  S.  Buxton, 
New  Britain,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Peter  Y.  P.  Sun, 
Staten  Island,  pastor  Bethel  UMC;  Readus  J.  Watkins, 
Newburgh,  D.S.  Hudson  West;  M.  Lawrence  Snow, 
Poughkeepsie,  pastor  Community  UAAC. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Elizabeth 
Searle,  New  Paltz,  student;  Harold  C.  Buckingham, 
Glastonbury,  attorney;  Lisa  J.  Hoefner,  Rockville 
Centre,  student;  John  C.  Eversley,  Brooklyn, 
engineer;  Nora  Q.  Boots,  New  York,  student;  C. 
Donald  Doyle,  Sr.,  Trumbull,  engineer;  Mabel  E. 
Collins,  Bronx,  business  manager;  Christian  L. 
Engelhardt,  North  Haven,  business  executive;  Mar- 
|orie  Greene,  New  York,  state  government  employee; 
Shirley  Lltwln,  Bridgeport. 


Northern  New  York  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Arthur  B. 
Oot,  Jr.,  Watertown,  conference  executive;  Allison  C. 
Wood,  Watertown,  D.  S.  Black  Rlver-Ontarlo. 

General  Conference  deleqates,  lay:  Dr.  Charles 
Schoenleln,  Richfield  Springs,  dentist;  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Williams,  New  Hartford. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy: 
William  G.  Hart,  Canton,  pastor  Canton  UAAC;  Harlow 
T.  Dollber,  Canton,  D.  S.  St.  Lawrence. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Howard 
Dice,  Oswego,  industrial  manager;  AArs.  Burton 
Terpennlng.  Clinton. 

Troy  [N.Y.]  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Luther 
Patton,  Saratoga  Springs,  D.  S.  Glens  Falls;  Royal 
Flshbeck  Jr„  Saratoga  Springs,  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  director;  Arthur  AAellus,  Schenectady, 
pastor  First  UMC;  Rowland  S.  Conklin,  D.  S.  Albany. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Earle  Cooper, 
Nassau;  AArs.  Alice  Trost,  Saratoga  Springs;  AArs. 
Edith  French,  Stowe,  Vt.;  Arthur  Doty,  Salisbury,  vt 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction,  clergy:  Leon  Adkins, 
Scotia,  pastor  Scotia  UAAC;  David  Giles,  Albany, 
pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Winston  Saunders,  Burnt  Hills, 
pastor  Burnt  Hills  UMC;  Donald  Brushett,  D.  S. 
Burlington,  Vt. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction,  lay:  Julian  Parrish, 
Delmar,  retired  government  employee;  AArs.  lone 
Keenan,  Esse  Junction,  Vt.;  AAs.  AAarlan  O'Neal, 
Schenectady;  Chester  Vanderbilt,  Rensselaer,  con¬ 
ference  communications  director. 

Western  New  York  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Sherman  B. 
Eckel,  D.  S.  Olean;  Richard  W.  Harrington,  D.  S. 
Rochester;  Vernon  C.  French,  D.  S.  Jamestown; 
Vernon  Bigler,  Buffalo,  pastor  Kenmore  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Mrs.  Lorena 
Crosby,  Panama,  chairperson  board  of  directors, 
Chataqua  Home;  AArs,  Jeanne  Barger,  Wllllamsvllle, 
conference  president  UMW;  Joseph  H.  Kite,  Jr., 
Buffalo,  professor  University  of  Buffalo,  conference 
lay  leader;  John  AAlnsker,  East  Aurora,  retired 
businessperson. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Donald 
E.  Ntodisher,  Buffalo,  conference  council  director; 
Willard  A.  Williams,  D.  S.  Buffalo;  Robert  B.  Leach, 
West  Seneca,  pastor  Seneca  UMC;  Charles  S.  Aldrich, 
D.  S  Batavia;  William  B.  Grossman,  Jamestown, 
pastor  First  UMC. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  AArs.  Betty 
Gundlach,  Sprlngvllle,  chairperson  conference 
trustees;  Mrs.  Jo  Vineyard,  Belfast;  Owen  Bllven, 
Buffalo,  teacher,  chairperson  conference  council; 
George  W.  .Cooke,  Rochester,  attorney,  conference 
chancellor;  Richard  A.  Lemke,  Townline. 
Peninsula  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Felton  E. 
AAay,  D.  S.  Easton;  R.  Jervis  Cooke,  Dover,  Del. 
director  Conference  Council;  William  Hemphill, 
Wilmington,  pastor  St.  Paul's  UAAC;  J.  Gordon 
Stapleton,  Dover,  associate  director  Conference 
Council. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Dr.  A.  Frank 
Chapman,  Wilmington,  technical  consultant;  AAary 
Frances  Cooke,  Dover;  James  C.  Hardcastle,  Dover, 
school  personnel  director;  Ralph  O'Day,  Seaford, 
farmer. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Olln  J. 
Shockley  Jr.,  Wilmington,  pastor  Aldersgate  UMC; 
OthoG.  Brewer,  Laurel,  Del.;  pastor  Centenary  UAAC; 
David  W.  Baker,  D.  S.  Salisbury;  Edwin  C.  Thomas,  D. 
S.  Wilmington;  G.  Wayne  Cuff,  Wilmington,  pastor 
Hlllcrest  UAAC;  Nathaniel  AAlller,  associate  director 
Conference  Council. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  AAs.  S. 
Lowan  Pitts.  Dover,  director  state  human  relations 
commission;  Maurice  Hendcock,  Salisbury,  farmer; 
Harry  Appleby,  Bear,  Del.,  highway  technician;  Brit 
Perkins;  Ted  Briggs,  Dover;  Edith  Shockley,  Dover. 
Youth  delegates:  Dorlnda  Adams  and  Carleton 
Parker. 

Maine  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegate,  clergy:  S.  Clifton  Ives, 
Wlnthrop,  conference  council  director. 

General  Conference  delegate,  lay:  Inger  Abbott, 
Portland. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  S. 
Blake  Ellis,  Portland,  D.S.  Portland;  John  W.  Neff, 
pastor  Orono  UMC. 

Northeastern  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Jane  P. 
Ives,  Wlnthrop;  Hazel  Rand,  Readfleld,  conference 
staffperson. 

Wyoming  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  James  A. 
Wert,  Endicott,  pastor  First  UAAC;  Edgar  F.  Singer, 
Kingston,  D.S.  Wilkes-Barre,  Robert  E.  Germond, 
Oneonta,  pastor  First  UAAC;  William  W.  Reid,  Jr., 
Wilkes-Barre,  pastor  Central  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Harry  C. 
Woodfleld,  Chenango  Forks,  park  superintendent; 
Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Lashford,  Shavertown;  AArs.  George 
Terwlllger,  Sidney;  Duane  Vosburg,  Binghamton, 
corporation  employee. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Wilbur 
S.  Seeley,  Binghamton,  pastor  Boulevard  UMC;  Philip 

N.  Pitcher,  D.S.  Binghamton;  Thomas  A.  Clemcw  II, 
pastor  Sherburne  UMC. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Al  Eaton, 
Castle  Creek,  corporation  employee;  Harry  M.  Gor¬ 
don,  Clarks  Green,  real  estate;  Lois  B.  Glazier, 
Chenango  Bridge,  teacher. 


Class 

ified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  ln- 
serUon.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  'on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt,  6487  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696*2410. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  sizes  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  413  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas,  Texas  75301, 

(314  )  747-4540. 

NEED  PROGRAMS  OR  MUSIC  for  youth 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  8.  J. 
Haney,  25  years  experience.  1234  Fisher. 

Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  754-8231  (of- 
flee).  778-5745  (home). 

weeks,  retreats,  preaching  missions,  revivals, 
dinners,  etc.  Call  Jimmy  or  Matilda  Cameron, 

(806)  935-3106,  or  write  406  Oak,  Dumas,  Texas. 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  Choirs  and  Youth 
Director  combination  full  time  or  full  time 
Youth  Director  with  part  time  elementary 
music  —  salary  negotiable.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  415  North  Lee,  Odessa. 
Texas  79761.  phone  (915  )  337-1527. 

COLORADO  MOUNTAIN  PROPERTY:  year- 
round  access,  entirely  forested,  excellent 
view,  electricity,  30  minutes  to  skiing.  Three 
acres,  $6,500,  and  7 1-2  acres,  $12,500.  Contact: 

Dr.  Kent  Richards.  3052  S.  Steele,  Denver. 

Beautiful  book  titled  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS.  Lovely  gift  and  pride  of 
possession  for  the  owner.  $2.50  postpaid. 
Elizabeth's.  P.  O.  Box  25351,  Houston,  Texas 
77005.  |i 

CONN  CLASSIC  CUSTOM  825  organ,  bench; 
two  manual  AGO,  12  ranks  plus  pedal,  12 
capture  pistons,  separate  Celeste  tone 
generator  cabinet,  18  speakers.  $6000.  (817) 
430-1488,  Dean,  Rt.  3.  Box  498,  Roanoke,  Texas 

78262. 

REACH  YOUR  CHURCH'S  budget  goals  In 
spite  of  today's  economy  ...  with  the  1975 
Pony  Express  Stewardship  Plan.  For  free 
details,  write:  Rev.  Don  English,  2536  N.  W. 

26th.  Oklahoma  City,  OK.  73107. 

FREE:  1  blond  altar.  1  pulpit,  1  baptismal 
font,  25  choir  robe*  plus  1  director  and  1  ; 

organist  robe.  You  may  pick  up  or  pay  freight 
to  ship.  For  sale:  folding  chairs  (metal),  $5 
each.  Northglenn  United  Methodist  Church, 

(303)  452-5120  or  452-7341,  1605  W.  160th  Av#„ 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove,  Calif.  93980,  or  Lake  Park,  1850 

Alice  St.,  Oakland,  Calif.  94812.  | 

FREE!  "300  Humorous  illustrations  for 

Religious  Speakers"  when  you  subscribe  to  the 
"Journal  of  Religious  Speaking,"  a  monthly 
resource  service  for  persons  seeking  to  share 
the  Good  News  of  Jeeua  Christ  from  pulpit  or 
platform.  SatlsfacUon  guaranteed.  Only  $10 
per  year  from  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory.  P.O.  Box  11025.  Knoxville,  TN. 

37919. 

YOUTH-MUSIC  DIRECTOR  position  open~- 

Sept.  1.  Salary  open  —  college  degree  not 
required.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box 

506,  Mulsshoe,  Texas  79347,  (006)  2728817. 

WANTED:  A  full  time  Education  Director 
with  emphasis  on  a  good  youth  program. 
Contact:  The  Rev.  Don  Bassett,  (714)  492-2837, 
or  mall  resume  to  SL  Andrew’s  by  the  Sea 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  229,  San 
Clemente.  Cal.  92673. 

GROWING,  EVANGELICAL  Orlando,  Fla., 

UMC  needs  part  Ume  Minister  of  VUltaUon, 
full  or  part  time  Director  of  Music.  Contact: 

Box  548,  Casselberry,  Fla.  32707,  or  oall  (300) 
631-3777. 

WANTED:  EXPERIENCED  EDUCATION 

AND  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  1100-member 
church,  city  of  88,000.  Salary  open.  Send  full 
resume  and  picture  to:  Williams  Memorial 
U.M.C.,  230  Reading,  Texarkana,  Texas  76801. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married- 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals.  latadry  service,, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are  | 

available.  Applicants  must  be  non-emokers, 
ndh -drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department^Mathodlst 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ark.  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

WANTED:  Full  time  Choir  Director-Youth 
Director.  If  Interested,  write  or  call:  Rev. 
James  R.  Chandler.  Huntington  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church.  900  W.  Monroe, 
Jonesboro.  Ark.  72401,  (801)  932-2718. 

FOR  SALE:  WURLITZER  model  30,  2  manual 

AGO  electric  reed  organ  and  tone  cabinet.  Fair 
condition.  $500.  Methodist  Church,  844  No. 
Shasta.  Willows.  CaUf.  95988. 

5  Albert  C.  Outler  will  deliver 
jones-Cadwallader  Lectures  at  Rayne 


Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler  will  be  the  Jones- 
Cadwallader  lecturer  at  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  September  28-30.  Doctor  Outler 
is  widely  known  as  a  professor  of 
Theology  at  Duke  University,  Yale 
University,  and  most  recently,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Editorial  Committee  of  A  Library  of 
Protestant  Thought  and  the  author  of  the 
volume  on  John  Wesley  in  the  Library 
series.  The  theme  of  his  lectures  will  be 
“The  Methodist  Heritage  and  Its 
Horizons.”  Titles  of  the  individual  lec¬ 
tures  are  ‘‘Aldersgate  Revisited,” 
“Wesley's  Debts,”  “The  Catholic  Spirit,” 
“The  Methodist  Revolution:  Then  and 
Now,”  “On  Working  Out  Our  Own 
Salvation,"  and  “A  Future  for  the 
Methodist  Past." 

On  Monday,  September  29,  at  10:30 
A.M.,  an  Ecumenical  Service  is  planned 
involving  representatives  of  several 
communions,  with  a  luncheon  to  follow  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  Church. 

Dr.  Outler  has  been  Chairman  of  the 


Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler 


Ecumenical  Study  and  Liaison  Com¬ 
mission,  Vice-President  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Ecumenical  Affairs  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  a  delegate  to 


the  third  and  fourth  World  Conferences 
on  Faith  and  Order  and  to  the  third  and 
fourth  assemblies  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  He  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
North  American  section  of  the 
Theological  Studies  Commission  on 
Tradition  and  Traditions  and  was  a 
Delegate-Observer  to  Vatican  Council  II, 
1962-65.  One  of  his  publications  is  entitled 
A  Methodist  Observer  at  Vatican  II. 

The  Jones-Cadwallader  Lectures  are  a 
gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwallader  in 
memory  of  Mr.  C.  I.  Jones,  her  first 
husband,  and  the  late  Mr.  Cadwallader. 
The  next  of  this  Lecture  Series  will  begin 
on  Passion  Sunday,  1976,  and  will  present 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  as  the  lec¬ 
turer. 

The  Lectures  are  to  be  held  at  10:50 
A.M.  and  7:30  P.M.  on  Sunday,  Sep¬ 
tember  28,  and  10:30  AM  and  7:30  P.M. 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  September  29 
and  30th.  The  public  is  cordially  invited 
to  attend  the  Lectures,  according  to  Dr. 
John  A.  Bayliss,  Senior  Pastor  of  Rayne 
Memorial. 


Darlington  UM  dedicates  new  sanctuary 


Perpetuating  the  history  of  a  church 
that  is  137  years  old,  the  congregation  of 
Darlington  United  Methodist  Church, 
Hammond  District,  dedicated  its  new 
sanctuary  on  August  10.  The  beautiful 
white  brick  structure,  with  adjoining 
Pastor’s  study  and  utility  rooms  was 
constructed  at  a  cost  of  $50,000  on 
spacious  grounds  of  approximately  five 
acres.  The  old  church  building  of  frame 
construction  has  been  remodeled  and 
now  serves  as  a  fellowship  and  meeting 
hall. 

The  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser,  District 
Superintendent,  delivered  the  dedicatory 
message,  and  the  Rev.  A.  Bray  Sibley, 
Pastor,  presided.  Former  Pastor  Fred 
Campbell  was  also  in  attendance. 

The  new  building  was  made  possible  by 
the  dedication  of  a  deceased  member 
who  made  a  will  in  1910  granting  255 
acres  of  rich  timber  land  to  the 
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Board  of  Trustees 
and  Building 
Committee,  who 
took  part  in 
Dedication  of  the 
new  sanctuary  are: 
back  row,  from  left 
-  the  Rev.  A.  Bray 
Sibley,  Louise 
Kemp,  Ruth 
Veanable,  Herman 
Wales;  front  row, 
left  to  right 
Audrey  Blades, 

Lanell  Heap, 

Lillian  Callihan, 

Pearl  Lilly. 

Darlington  Methodist  Church.  The  donor, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ramsey  Wilson,  was  the 
daughter  of  a  former  pastor  of  the 
church,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Ramsey,  Sr. 

The  congregation  is  active  and 


Gospel  Wagon ”  is  gift  to 
Evangelist  “Andy”  Foreman 


dedicated,  continuing  the  long  tradition 
of  Christian  service  in  the  community 
located  in  the  beautiful  pine  hill  coun¬ 
tryside  north  of  Greensburg  and  east  of 
Clinton. 

UMYF  groups  invited 
to  ninth  UMYF  Day 
at  SMU,  October  4 


Memorial  UM,  Mathews  VCS  involves  community 


Vacation  Church  School  at  Memorial  UM,  Mathews,  was  a 
successful  event  of  the  summer,  and  one  of  the  highlights  was 
participating  in  and  getting  to  know  community  services. 
Shown  here  are  two  groups  who  toured  the  Lafourche  Parish 
Water  District  no.  1,  as  suggested  in  the  class  literature. 
Junior  High  Class,  from  left,  are:  Darren  Porche,  David 
j  D 


Porche,  Susan  McDonald,  and  Mrs.  Paul  Morris,  teacher, 
Grades  one  and  two.  from  left:  Michelle  Copeland.  Joy 
McClendon,  Robin  Quatrevingt,  Jeff  Griffin,  Chad 
Quatrevingt,  Ricky  Orgeron,  Will  West.  Mrs.  Guy  Jones, 
teacher,  and  Mrs.  Wilson  Porche,  helper. 


66 Brother  Bill 99  Bengtson  brings 
inspiration  to  Many  community 


...  we  are  deeply  and  humbly  grateful. 
The  fact  that  it  came  from  this  family 
...  is  a  further  testimonial  to  their 
concern  and  commitment  to  the  cause  of 
Christ  and  His  Church.  I  believe  it  is  also 
evidence  of  the  growing  awareness  on  the 
part  of  our  people,  that  God  has  called 
each  of  us  to  'do  the  work  of  an 
evangelist,’  by  whatever  means  are  at 
our  disposal  .  . 

Mr.  Foreman  also  noted  that  the 
largest  offering  to  his  work  as  Evangelist 
has  been  contributed  by  Memorial  UM. 


A  person  of  lesser  faith  and  courage 
might  have  considered  a  stroke  and 
amputation  of  a  leg  a  major  catastrophe 
—  but  not  the  Rev.  W.  H.  “Bill”  Bengt¬ 
son,  retired  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Many.  “Brother  Bill,"  as  he  is  af¬ 
fectionately  called  by  his  countless 
friends,  brings  a  special  glow  and  in¬ 
spiration  to  the  church  and  the  entire 
community  where  he  smilingly 
around”  on  his  golf  cart! 

Members  throughout  the  Conference 
know  “Brother  Bill”  well,  and  they  are 
not  surprised  at  his  Christian  attitude 
toward  unfortunate  circumstances  that 
have  touched  his  life.  Although  he  has 
suffered  a  stroke,  the  loss  of  his  beloved 
Mrs.  Bengtson  who  died  in  1974,  and  has 
had  to  have  a  leg  amputated,  he  has 
faced  these  happenings  with  his  usual 
Christian  spirit. 

His  mode  of  transportation  is  a  four- 
wheel  golf  cart,  presented  to  him  by  his 
daughter  and  son-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cecil  Rhodes  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 
“Brother  Bill"  made  his  initial  trip  in  the 
cart  to  the  church  on  July  6,  and  has  been 
using  it  daily  ever  since.  Not  only  does  he 
attend  church  services  but  also  teaches  a 
Sunday  School  class  of  retired  women 
teachers. 

According  to  a  recent  feature  story  in 
THE  SABINE  NEWS  of  Many,  the 


Alpha  Omega  singing  group  performs  in  capital 


Shown  here  presenting  the  keys  of  a  new  M75  Pinto  Wagon  to  the  Rev.  L.  A. 

"Andy"  Foreman,  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manny  Barrios,  along  with  their  pastor, 

Dr.  B.  Joseph  Martin. 

As  a  result  of  a  revival  meeting  held  in 
the  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
at  Mathews  last  spring,  church  members 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manny  Barrios  came  up 
with  the  idea  of  “putting  wheels  under 
the  Gospel.”  The  idea  became  a  reality  in 
the  foi  m  of  a  new  1975  Ford  Pinto  Station 
Wagon,  which  the  Barrios  family 
presented  to  the  Rev.  L.  A.  “Andy” 

Foreman,  Approved  Evangelist  in  die 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrios  live  in  Lockport, 
and  both  are  active  in  Memorial  Church, 
where  Mr.  Barrios  serves  as  Church  Lay 
Leader  and  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board.  They  became 
interested  in  Mr.  Foreman’s  work  after 
hearing  him  preach  during  the  revival, 
and  in  consultation  with  their  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  B.  Joseph  Martin,  came  up  with 
the  idea  of  the  car.  The  occasion  for  the 
presentation  of  the  new  wagon  was  a 
1  rthday  party  for  the  Rev.  Foreman 
he. 1  recently  in  the  Barrios’  home. 

In  commenting  on  the  gift  “Andy” 
said:  “This  is  .  .  .  the  finest  gesture  .  .  . 
on  behalf  of  our  ministry  in  evangelism 
since  we  began  a  little  over  two  years  ago 


United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
groups  have  been  invited  by  Southern 
Methodist  University  to  attend  the 
Mustangs’  1975  home  football  opener 
with  West  Virginia  on  October  4  in  the 
Cotton  Bowl,  Dallas. 

Thousands  of  UMYF  youth,  sponsors, 
parents  and  friends  are  expected  for  the 
1:30  p.m.  kickoff.  SMU  Athletic  Director 
Dick  Davis  has  extended  the  invitation  to 
UMYF  groups  from  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  to  attend  the  game  at 
a  reduced  admission.  The  invitation  is 
open  to  any  UMYF  group  from  Texas, 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Oklahoma  and 
New  Mexico,  and  thousands  are  ex¬ 
pected. 

This  will  be  the  ninth  UMYF  Day.  The 
first  such  event  was  in  1966  when  over 
25,000  youth  showed  up.  Each  year  has 
seen  an  enthusiastic  attendance.  This 
year  the  groups  will  have  the  added 
bonus  of  being  able  to  attend  the  famous 
State  Fair  of  Texas  on  the  same  ticket. 

Sponsors  of  UMYF  groups  are  asked  to 
submit  their  ticket  requests  to  the  SMU 
Ticket  Office,  Moody  Coliseum,  Dallas, 
Texas  75275.  An  application  blank,  with 
instructions  will  be  mailed.  A  special 
rate  of  $1.00  for  each  UMYF  member  has 
been  approved,  and  adults  also  may  sit  in 
the  special  sections  for  the  general  ad¬ 
mission  price  of  $3.00. 


Perkins  Intern  Program  includes  Louisiana  Conf.  members 


Sharing  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson's  pride  in  his  new  mode  of  transportation  are  the 
Rev.  William  V.  Sirman,  pastor  of  First  UM  Church,  Many,  Celia  Ann  Sirman  and 
Elania  Lucius,  who  went  for  a  ride  with  Reverend  Bengtson.  ( Photo  and  information 
source:  Viola  Carruth  THE  SABINE  NEWS.  Many,  La.). 


Reverend  Bengtson  is  quoted:  “Faith  is 
the  essential  thing  to  be  independent.  We 
need  faith  in  ourselves.  We  should  love 
God,  our  fellowman  and  ourselves.  We 
can  let  ourselves  go  and  throw  ourselves 


away." 

“Bill”  Bengtson  never  lets  himself  go. 
He  gives  strength  to  what  he  has,  and 
brings  a  special  strength  to  others  by  his 
example. 


By  special  invitation  of  Congressman 
David  Treen,  the  10-voice  Alpha  Omega 
folk  group  of  Munholland  UM  Church", 
Metairie,  recently  sang  before  the 
National  Press  Club  in  Washington,  D.C, 
While  there  they  also  sang  on  the  steps  of 
the  Capitol. 

The  group  was  formed  three  years  ago 
by  the  Rev.  Kent  Kilborne,  and  on  his 
transfer  to  another  congregation, 
responsibility  has  been  carried  on  by 
David  Soniat  and  Mark  Martin. 

Members  of  the  group  are:  Larry 
Baker,  Debbie  Cunningham,  Nancy 
Garma,  Mark  Martin,  Debbie  Michon, 
Sal  Michon,  Debbie  Miner,  Alisa  and 
Teresa  Smith,  and  David  Soniat.  Sound 
technicians  are  Clark  Avera,  Albert 
Geier,  and  Joey  Wier.  All  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  with  two  chaperones,  made  the  trip 
to  Washington. 

The  congregation  of  Munholland 
responded  generously  in  helping  to 
provide  the  trip  cost  of  $2,500. 


With  95  students  entering  intern 
placements  in  eleven  United  Methodist 
Conferences,  included  among  the  group 
are  representatives  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  The  Interns  recently  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  three-day  campus  orien¬ 
tation  session  at  Perkins.  This  is  the 
fourth  class  of  student  interns. 

Included  in  the  group  are  the 
following:  the  Rev.  Robert  Allen,  with 
the  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  Aurora  UM, 
New  Orleans;  the  Rev.  Doug  Anderson, 


with  the  Rev.  Don  Alverson,  Lake  Vista 
UM  Church,  New  Orleans  ;  the  Rev.  John 
Clarke,  with  the  Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  First 
UM,  Houma;  the  Rev.  Sammie  Ellis, 
with  the  Rev.  Stone  Caraway,  First  UM, 
Pineville;  the  Rev.  Tim  Lawson,  with  the 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser,  First  UM,  New  Iberia ; 
the  Rev.  Larry  Dean  O’Dell,  with  the 
Rev.  Jimmy  Caraway,  Asbury  UM. 
Lafayette;  the  Rev.  Jim  Richardson, 
with  the  Rev.  Charles  R.  McCammon, 
First  UM,  Franklin. 


Alpha  Omega  Folk  Singers,  from  left:  Debbie  Michon,  Debbie  Cunningham,  Alisa 
Smith,  Mark  Martin,  Larry  Baker,  Sal  Michon,  David  Soniat.  Debbie  Miner,  Teresa 
Smith,  and  Nancy  Garma. 


V Lb  at  Jones  UM  was  gratifying ,  well-attended 


Jones  UM  Church,  of  Welsh,  held  a 
“very  successful  Vacation  Church 
School,”  according  to  Mrs.  Martha 
Victor,  director  of  the  event,  and  daily 
attendance  exceeded  50  persons. 

Enthusiastic  young  people  ranging 
from  Kindergarten  through  Junior  and 
Senior  High  took  part,  and  many  in¬ 
terested  church  members  helped  to 
make  this  summer  activity  one  of 
spiritual  and  social  enrichment. 

Teachers,  in  addition  to  Mrs.  Victor, 
were:  R.  M.  Harris,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Vital;  Nathanel  Anderson;  Miss  Velva 
Zeno;  Miss  Cecila  Vital;  Mrs.  Merniva 
Anderson;  Miss  Marie  Lyons;  Miss 
Sherry  Guidry;  Mrs.  Ida  Simon;  Mrs. 
Emma  Edward;  Mrs.  Amy  Handy; 
Jimmy  Trent;  and  Daron  Zeno. 

The  accompanying  photograph  shows 
students  and  their  leaders. 
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Countdown  for 
UMW  meeting 

United  Methodist  Women  from 
all  over  the  Conference  will  be 
converging  on  Ruston  next 
weekend,  for  what  appears  to  be 
the  best  meeting  in  the  history  of 
the  organization.  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton.  Conference  President, 
has  indicated  that  an  attendance  of 
over  500  is  expected. 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
is  the  site  of  the  meeting,  and  a 
warm  welcome  is  assured.  The 
local  committee  has  planned  a 
friendly  and  efficient  stay  for  all 
participants,  and  business  and 
pleasure  will  combine  to  make  a 
well-rounded  meeting. 

As  previously  announced,  Mrs. 
Lowell  Sohl,  of  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo.,  prominent  United  Methodist 
leader,  is  the  featured  speaker 
both  on  Friday  evening  and 
Saturday  morning.  Theme  of  the 
meeting  is  “I  Am  Called  ...  I 
Respond.”  Election  of  officers  and 
other  business  will  also  be  on  the 
agenda.  A  dinner  meeting  at 
Louisiana  Tech  is  scheduled  for 
Friday  evening. 

The  program  will  conclude  with 
the  Celebration  of  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  on  Saturday,  and  ad¬ 
journment  is  set  for  12  Noon  that 
day. 

Host  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Merlin  Merrill. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Sibu,  Sarawak 
August  12,  1975 

The  episcopal  visitation  trip  thus  far  has  proved  to  be  immensely  gratifying. 
We  have  visited  with  four  ranking  government  officials,  three  in  Singapore  and 
one  in  Sarawak.  We  have  shared  rich  fellowship  and  an  exchange  of  ideas  on 
episcopal  responsibility  with  Bishop  Doraisamy.  Our  itinerary  has  given  us 
visits  in  rural  churches  and  urban  ones,  Methodist  schools  and  institutions, 
social  service  projects,  and  evangelistic  endeavors.  It  is  inspiring  to  see 
Methodism  in  this  part  of  the  world;  though  autonomous,  they  refer  to  us  as  the 
“mother  church.” 

Perhaps  the  most  gratifying  aspect  of  our  learning  experience  here  is  a  better 
understanding  of  our  missionaries.  These  people  are  among  the  most  dedicated 
and  brilliant  people  who  could  be  met  anywhere.  Their  grasp  of  what  they  are 
doing  as  it  relates  to  the  Christian  gospel  is  a  goal  we  must  set  for  ourselves  as 
Christians  in  Louisiana. 

Today  Mrs.  Crutchfield  and  I  visited  a  longhouse  among  the  Ibans.  Under  one 
of  them  were  hanging  old  trophies  of  wars  of  former  years :  human  heads.  It  is 
most  reassuring  to  note  that  these  people  are  now  responsible,  peaceable 
Methodists.  On  this  day  I  am  especially  pleased  over  that  fact.  We  were  guided 
on  our  trip  by  a  petite  young  Iban  lady  who  is  now  secretary  in  a  Methodist 
theological  school,  and  the  executive  director  of  Methodist  work  among  the 
Ibans,  an  Iban  himself. 

Among  our  experiences  has  been  the  sampling  of  local  foods,  most 
distinguished  of  which  are  such  dishes  as  “Ancient-Egg”  (it  is  exactly  what  you 
think  it  is);  shark’s  fin  soup;  chicken-head-and-feet  soup;  snail;  sea  slugs  and 
other  delicacies.  On  our  return,  McDonald’s  hamburgers  with  french  fries  and 
a  malt  will  look  unusually  tempting  to  us. 

The  devotional  life  of  these  fine  Christian  people,  their  faith  and  commitment 
is  a  never-ending  source  of  wonder  and  joy  to  us.  We  are  glad  we  were  sent  here 
for  this  period,  and  hope  to  share  some  of  these  experiences  with  you  in  a  few 
weeks. 

Faithfuliy 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
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Youth  ministry  accountability: 
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Women  are  needed  because  they’re  different 


To  whom  should  our  denomination's 
national  youth  ministry  organization 
stand  accountable0 

That  question  has  emerged  as  the 
central  focus  of  a  continuing  debate 
following  a  recent  consultation  on  the 
future  of  youth  ministry  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (see  TM/  UMR.  Aug. 
29). 

In  the  wake  of  a  growing,  church-wide 
disenchantment  with  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
(UMCYM),  that  consultation  attempted 
to  draw  up  alternatives  for  the  future. 
Time  and  time  again  throughout  those 
efforts  the  debate  returned  to  the  point  of 
‘‘accountability." 

Should  the  national  youth  organization 
be  made  accountable  to  our  church’s 
youth0  to  the  church  at  large?  to  some 
general  board?  to  anyone? 

Those  who  are  the  sharpest  critics  of 
the  present  UMCYM  style  of  operation 
came  down  hard  on  the  point  that,  as  it 
now  exists,  the  UMCYM  is  accountable  to 
no  one.  It  is  structually  "related  to”  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  but  it 
neither  reports  to  nor  is  under  the 
direction  of  that  agency  The  same 
critics  point  out  that  the  present  UMCYM 
is  only  distantly  related  to  the 
"grassroots"  youth  it  serves  (by  virtue  of 
elections  at  the  jurisdictional  level)  and 
is  free  to  make  decisions  without  con¬ 
sidering  the  opinions  of  those  youths. 

We  believe  such  criticisms  are  valid. 
As  presently  structured  and  as  a  matter 
of  practice.  UMCYM  has  virtually  no 
accountability  for  its  actions  There 
needs  to  be  a  structural  realignment  to 
place  youth  ministry  in  a  position  where 
it  at  least  is  accountable  to  the  youth  it  is 
supposed  to  represent 

Structure  changes  alone,  however,  will 

Christian  faith  and 
human  fulfillment 

The  brief  article  elsewhere  on  this  page 
by  Mary  L.  Decker  is  worth  the  reading 
and  reflection  of  every  Christian. 

Mrs.  Decker’s  attention  is  focused  on 
how  some  "women's  lib"  values  stack  up 
against  the  standards  of  the  Christian 
faith. 

The  same  type  of  critique  could  be 
offered  against  popular  expressions  of 
most  every  "liberation"  and  "human  ful¬ 
fillment"  movement  in  our  midst  today. 

Christian  values  are  "other-centered" 
rather  than  "self-centered.”  The  way  of 
Jesus  does  not  diminish  the  value  of  self- 
fulfillment  It  affirms  that  our  lives  will 
be  most  fulfilled  when  we  focus  our  ener¬ 
gies  on  serving  God  and  our  neighbors 
rather  than  on  our  narrow  self-interests. 

When  we.  as  Christians,  become 
conformed  to  the  values  of  the  world,  we 
not  only  insure  less  fulfillment  for  our¬ 
selves  we  also  abdicate  our  respon¬ 
sibility  to  demonstrate  for  the  world 
God’s  "more  excellent  way." 

Welcome  to  Monmouth,  Ill. 
Wilmington,  Del.,  and 
Fridley,  Minn,  readers 

With  this  issue,  three  congregations 
initiate  TM/UMR  local  church  editions 
whereby  their  news  is  published  each 
week  in  combination  with  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  every  member  family. 

The  new  subscribing  congregations 
and  their  circulations  are:  Aldersgate 
UMC,  Wilmington,  Delaware  i  Peninsula 
Conf),  1150;  First  UMC.  Monmouth,  Illi¬ 
nois  (Central  Ill.  Conf.),  675;  and  Fridley 
UMC.  Fridley.  Minnesota  (Minnesota 
Conf. ).  600. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  congrega¬ 
tions.  we  say  "Welcome.  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  TM/UMR  edition  informa¬ 
tive,  and  that  you  will  join  our  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
‘Letters  to  the  Editor’.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church  we  say  again.  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM/UMR." 
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not  solve  the  problems  of  UMCYM.  The 
problems  of  accountability  can  be  aided 
by  structure,  but  the  most  important  type 
of  accountability  cannot  entirely  be  built 
into  any  structure  ,  That  is  the  desire  to 
make  one’s  self  and  one’s  organization 
accountable  to  the  Christian  gospel. 
Those  who  have  been  associated  with 
UMCYM  in  recent  years  would  have 
difficulty  claiming  that  this  type  of  ac¬ 
countability  has  been  a  serious  concern. 

Both  those  who  mourn  and  those  who 
cheer  the  demise  of  UMCYM  often  speak 
of  its  illness  in  terms  of  its  controversial 
stands  on  social  issues.  They  say  that 
statements  such  as  those  advocating  the 
ordination  of  homosexuals  as  ministers 
have  caused  church-wide  reaction 
against  the  youth  organization 

We  submit,  however,  that  UMCYM  is 
dying  not  because  it  spoke  out  on  con¬ 
troversial  issues,  but  because  it  made 
little  or  no  attempt  to  hold  its  positions 
accountable  to  the  Christian  gospel.  At 
what  point,  for  instance,  were  theological 
dimensions  of  the  homosexual  issue 
studied?  When  did  scripture  make  an 
impact  on  its  position?  At  what  point  was 
the  Christian  tradition  examined  for  its 
valid  input? 

At  UMCYM ’s  recent  meeting  in 
Norman.  Oklahoma,  a  seminar  was  held 
on  human  sexuality  at  which  biblical 
perspectives  of  the  homosexual  issue 
were  briefly  touched  upon  for  the  first 
time  by  the  group.  This  came  a  year  after 
a  decision  was  made  by  UMCYM  to 
advocate  homosexuality  as  a  valid 
lifestyle  for  Christians 

The  point  is  not  that  UMCYM’s 
decision  on  this  or  any  other  issue  will 
ultimately  prove  to  be  "popular”  or 
"unpopular."  The  point  is,  once  again, 
one  of  whether  its  decisions  are  faithful 
to  the  Christian  gospel. 

And  at  the  same  time  that  UMCYM  has 
issued  “reasoned"  but  biblically  un¬ 
substantiated  positions  on  social  issues, 
its  members  have  expected  autonomy 
from  the  rest  of  the  church  on  the 
grounds  that  it  must  have  freedom  to 
exercise  its  "prophetic  voice." 

We  question  whether  ‘‘prophetic 
voice"  is  possible  without  a  serious  at¬ 
tempt  to  justify  a  position  in  terms  of  the 
gospel.  Is  "prophetic  voice"  no  more 
than  deciding  what  sounds  right  in  one’s 
own  mind  and  then  making  a  pronounce¬ 
ment  about  it?  Without  a  basic  under¬ 
standing  of  and  commitment  to  the 
gospel  there  can  be  no  truly  "prophetic 
voice  " 

The  need  for  a  basic  sense  of  ac¬ 
countability  to  the  gospel  should  apply 
not  only  to  UMCYM,  but  to  all 
organizations  within  the  church. 

Beyond  this  basic  accountability  to 
God.  it  is  important  that  all  groups  within 
the  church  be  in  some  way  held  struc¬ 
turally  accountable  to  the  church. 

Regardless  of  how  it  is  shaped  or  what 
it  is  called,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
needs  some  type  of  ongoing  national 
organization  which  gives  its  youth 
members  a  voice  Any  attempt 
legislatively  or  otherwise  to  silence  the 
voice  of  our  youth  —  or  any  other  group 
—  would  be  a  sorrowful  mistake. 

Whatever  organization  the  General 
Conference  may  create  to  replace  the 
present  UMCYM  needs  to  allow  our 
youth  the  freedom  to  speak  — 
prophetically  or  just  "off  the  cuff”  —  on 
whatever  issues  they  feel  need  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  church.  Youth  who  have 
chosen  to  serve  on  that  organization, 
however,  need  to  keep  in  mind  what  it 
means  to  represent  all  youth  who  are 
members  of  the  Body  of  Christ.  They 
must  realize  the  obligations  that  go  with 
their  freedoms,  and  in  their  pronounce¬ 
ments  and  proddings  reflect  that  they 
are  not  just  any  gathering  of  youths,  but 
a  gathering  of  Christian  youth. 

With  that  kind  of  self-structured  ac¬ 
countability.  structural  accountability 
will  become  a  much  less  important  issue 


Joyce  Flight 


By  JOYCE  FLIGHT 

Wdmen  by  nature  are  different  from 
men.  A  scientific  experiment  conducted 
with  boys  and  girls  over  a  period  of  years 
consisted  partly  of  having  individuals 
build  a  "movie  set  of  an  exciting  scene" 
using  blocks  and  toys.  Girls  generally 
built  a  house  interior  with  people  or 
animals  sitting  or  standing  within  low 
walls.  Sometimes  the  interior  was  in¬ 
truded  by  animals  or  dangerous  men. 

Boys,  on  the  other 
hand,  built  houses 
with  high  walls  and 
towers,  with  the 
people  and  animals 
outside  the  build¬ 
ings,  or  they  con¬ 
structed  entirely 
exterior  scenes. 

They  would  have 
many  automotive 
objects  and  animals  moving  along 
streets  and  elaborate  automotive  acci¬ 
dents. 

The  existence  of  a  productive  inner- 
bodily  space  safely  set  in  the  center  of 
female  form  and  carriage  has  influenced 
the  feminine  personality.  Women  have 
always  been  interested  in  making  the 
home  secure  and  happy,  in  rearing  the 
children,  in  keeping  the  peace,  and  in 
healing  and  health. 

Men,  meanwhile,  have  dominated 
geographic  exploration  (including  outer 
space),  technological  advancement  (a 
fondness  for  "what  works”),  and  power 
politics  with  ever  bigger  and  more 
destructive  wars. 

It  is  because  of  this  difference  in 
personality  that  women  are  needed  in  the 
decision-making  boards  of  the  world.  It 
doesn’t  help  to  put  a  token  woman  into 
office  who  "is  as  good  as  a  man" 
because  she  has  learned  to  respond  in 
typically  masculine  ways.  This  is  just 
more  of  the  same.  What  is  needed  are 
women  with  the  determination  to  repre¬ 
sent  publicly  what  they  have  always 
stood  for  privately 

Men  have  propelled  us  into  a  world  of 
conflict  where  power  is  the  solution  to 
every  problem.  We  are  all  in  danger  of 
total  annihilation.  What  the  world  needs 
now  are  new  kinds  of  social  inventions 
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and  institutions  which  will  guard  and 
cultivate,  nurse  and  nourish,  care  and 
tolerate,  include  and  preserve.  These  are 
the  emphases  that  woman  can  bring  if 
they  are  allowed  to  express  their  "dif¬ 
ferentness”  in  policy-making  councils. 
(The  above  six  paragraphs  are  a  con¬ 
densation  of  the  chapter  on  "Womanhood 
and  the  Inner  Space"  from  Erik  H. 
Erikson’s  “Identity,  Youth  and  Crisis.”) 

According  to  the  creation  account  in 
Genesis  1,  God  created  man  in  his  own 
image,  male  and  female  He  created 
them.  The  male  alone  would  be  only  half 
an  image.  Both  the  male  and  female  are 
needed  to  reflect  the  fullness  of  God’s 
image.  God  is  not  only  power  and 
judgment.  God  is  forgiveness  and  love. 

The  older  creation  story  given  in 
Genesis  2  makes  the  same  point  in  a 


different  way.  Because  ‘‘it  is  not  good 
that  the  man  should  be  alone,"  God  made 
man  a  helper  fit  for  him.  Man  alone  can 
do  many  things,  but  with  a  helper  (his 
other  half)  he  is  equipped  to  serve  God’s 
purposes  fully. 

It  is  interesting  that  the  one  institution 
in  which  male  and  female  have 
traditionally  been  partners  in  the  one 
institution  that  has  endured  from  the 
beginning  of  history  —  the  home.  And 
now.  when  the  home  is  increasingly  left 
to  one  partner  alone,  its  stability  is  being 
threatened. 

God  created  us,  male  and  female,  to 
work  together  —  each  with  a  different 
viewpoint  —  each  necessary  and  good. 
Only  one  person  in  all  history  has 
managed  to  reflect  God’s  image  per¬ 
fectly  within  himself  —  and  that  is  Jesus 


Christ.  All  the  rest  of  us  need  the  input 
and  correction  of  the  other  sex. 

The  voices  of  women  need  to  be  heard 
—  in  the  school  systems,  in  the  church,  in 
the  state  legislatures,  in  the  national 
departments  of  defense  and  state.  It  isn’t 
a  matter  of  courtesy  or  of  equality,  but  of 
God-mandated  rightness.  It  is  also  a 
matter  of  survival  of  the  species.  Women 
are  needed  BECAUSE  THEY  ARE 
DIFFERENT. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributors  are:  Mrs. 

Joyce  Flight,  a  member  of  the . 

UMC  in  Tell  City,  Indiana;  and  Mrs. 
Mary  L.  Decker  is  a  member  of  the 
Central  UMC  in  Stochton,  California. 


Women’s  lib ’  needs  to  be  examined 
in  light  of  the  Christian  faith 


By  MARY  L.  DECKER 

The  Christian  church  has  made  little 
effort  to  examine  the  philosophy  of  the 
women’s  liberation  movement.  There 
has  certainly  been  acceptance  of  many  of 
the  goals  of  that  movement  such  as 
equality  of  opportunity,  representation, 
and  compensation.  While  acceptance  of 
these  goals  is  commendable,  the  church¬ 
es  are  failing  women  by  remaining  silent 
on  the  basic  tenets  of  what,  in  fact,  has 
become  a  new  faith  to  many. 

Historical"  account,  the  news  media, 
and  the  vast  advertising  industry  place 
the  highest  price  tags  on  the  shoddiest 
criteria  fo»*  success— those  being  wealth, 
fame,  power  and  prestige.  Meanwhile, 
the  criteria  of  the  greatest  intrinsic 
value— compassion,  humility,  mercy  and 
caring— are  given  the  cheapest  price 
tags  in  this  upside-down  store  called 
"modern  civilization.” 

This  inversion  of  values  is  being 
clearly  expressed  in  the  women’s  lib 
movement.  Legal  barriers  to  women 
which  inhibit  their  achievement  of 


wealth,  fame,  power,  and  prestige  cannot 
be  justified.  However,  the  consistent 
implications  of  this  movement  are  that 
these  are  the  principal  or  only  valid 
measurements  of  one’s  worth.  This  is 
both  shallow  and  corrupting. 

Often  our  forebearers  found  that 
women  had  unique  opportunities  for  the 
development  and  expression  of  the 
criteria  of  compassion,  humility,  mercy 
and  caring.  Now  comes  a  philosophy 
which  says  we  must  all  accept  the  less 
valid  criteria  for  success  simply  because 
they  are  the  prevalent  male  ones.  It  is  a 
very  poor  exchange  indeed. 

The  women’s  lib  movement  also  suf¬ 
fers  from  a  preoccupation  which  is  the 
antithesis  of  the  Christian  faith.  It  places 
primary  concern  and  commitment  on 
one’s  self  and  own  interests.  This  basic 
emphasis  is  usually  waved  as  the  flag  of 
"self-fulfillment."  All  the  values  of 
commitment  tyeyond  one’s  self,  of  finding 
purpose  in  loss  of  self  in  service  to  others, 
become  lost  in  this  morass  of  self-identity 


* 

Mary  Decker 
which  is  nothing  more  than  an  expensive 
ego  trip.  So  expensive  is  it  that  not  only 
may  a  woman  lose  her  own  soul,  but  the 
continuing  trend  of  mothers  to  avoid 
roles  of  service,  sacrifice,  and  care  just 
may  lose  our  children’s  and  children’s 
children’s  souls. 

I  believe  that  a  Christian  perspective 
on  individual  freedom  is  a  much  needed 
view  today.  Perhaps  we  will  come  to 
realize  that  freedom  within  the  Christian 
context  is  freedom  to  the  fullness  of  life 
as  a  child  of  God.  Doing  one’s  "own 
thing”  then  becomes  secondary  to 
seeking  and  doing  God’s  will.  There  is  a 
paradox  of  truth  here  which  we  have  ex¬ 
pressed  in  a  hymn:  "Make  me  a  captive. 
Lord,  and  then  I  shall  be  free.” 

The  less  valid  criteria  tor  success,  as 
well  as  the  fundamental  emphasis  on 
self-interest  of  the  women’s  lib 
movement,  should  be  called  into  question 
by  our  Christian  faith.  The  church  has  a 
responsibility  to  examine  the  basic 
philosophy  of  this  movement. 


Readers  disturbed  by  ‘crossless  chapel’ 


To  the  Editor: 

I  felt  some  hard-to-define  sense  of 
humiliation  when  I  read  of  Western 
Maryland  College’s  taking  down  the 
crosses  from  its  chapels  (TM/  UMR. 
Aug.  15). 

I  think  I  would  have  felt  the  same  way 
if  the  school  had  been  formerly  Jewish, 
or  Mormon,  or  Buddhist.  For  the  sake  of 
the  cash  which  only  Big  Government  and 
Big  Business  can  give  these  days,  this 
school  was  obliged  to  put  its  own  past,  its 
own  life-story,  into  storage.  Society  has 
forced  this  college  to  hide  the  symbols  of 
its  own  history,  symbols  profoundly 
meaningful  to  its  founders,  many  of  its 
teachers,  and  a  host  of  its  students,  in 
order  to  receive  the  money  which  marks 
the  difference  between  death  and  sur¬ 
vival. 

As  a  ten-year  member  of  the  Division 
of  Higher  Education  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  The  Methodist  (and  later, 
United  Methodist)  Church,  and  as  one 
involved  in  Higher  Education  concerns  in 
his  own  Annual  Conference,  I  know  the 
struggle  of  private  education,  and  the 
issues  of  church  and  state,  which  wrack 
those  responsible  for  colleges  historically 
rooted  in  the  concerns  and  sacrifices  of 
the  Church. 

But  as  a  graduate  of  Western  Maryland 
(’45),  who  owes  an  enormous  debt  to  such 
intellectually  vigorous,  unapologetic 
teachers  as  George  Wills,  Lawrence 
Little,  James  P  Earp  and  Thomas 
Marshall,  I  mourn  the  passing  of  the  mix 
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of  mind  and  faith  which  was  once  so 
stimulating  on  that  campus. 

Perhaps  it  still  is.  Perhaps  the  removal 
of  the  crosses  is  a  minor  meaningless 
matter.  I  hope  so.  But  I  still  have  this 
sense  of  humiliation,  or  something 
Orwellian,  in  my  Alma  Mater  being 
obliged  to  hide  the  symbols  of  her  own 
past  story  —  to  get  enough  money  to  five 
and  do  her  job.  Maybe  in  seeking  her  life, 
she  has  lost  it.  I' hope  not 
Robert  H.  Adams 
Menomonee  Falls,  Wisconsin 
A  crass  example  of 
bowing  to  a  golden  god 
To  the  Editor: 

When  Dr.  Ralph  John,  a  Methodist 
minister  and  president  of  Methodist 
related  Western  Maryland  College, 
Westminster,  Maryland,  and  the  trustees 
removed  the  cross  from  the  chapel 
(TM/UMR,  August  15),  it  was  a  crass 
and  classical  example  of  bowing  to  that 
great,  golden  god  —  money.  Perhaps 
they  will  replace  the  cross  with  a  ham¬ 
mer  and  sickle.  „  ..  ~  „  .  . 

Kenneth  C.  Harnnck 
Thurmont,  Maryland 
You  missed  the  real  point 
To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  referring  to  our  First 
Lady’s  TV  interview  missed  the  real 
issue  which  has  led  to  the  nation-wide 
debate  (TM/  UMR,  August  22).  The 
heart  of  the  matter  is  that  the  statements 
made,  implied  that  she  does  not  fully 


Wanted:  A  band  of  prophets  who  write 


T.  Otto  Nall 


Today’s  talk  about  communications  in 
the  church  clearly  points  to  the  need  for  a 
school,  or  band,  or  guild,  or  company  of 
writing  prophets.  Our  church  editors 
deserve  the  change  —  under  churchwide 
sponsorship  and  subsidy  —  to  grow  into 
the  stature  of  such  servanthood  for  God 
and  His  church. 

This  is  not  to 
draw  comparisons 
with  the  speaking 
and  picture-making 
broadcasters  and 
interpreters  of 
news,  but  it  is  to  say 
that,  as  in  the  days 
of  Isaiah,  Jeremiah 
Ezekiel  and  the  o- 
ther  "book"  prophets,  the  speakers  have 
not  surpassed  the  writers.  Certain 
elements  in  the  print  culture  are 
obsolescent,  yet  there  is  no  denying  the 
fact  that  what  is  "in  print”  has  a 
permanence  and  integrity  of  its  own.  The 
message  is  meant  to  be  read  as  well  as 
heard. 

Prophesying  has  always  been 
dangerous  business,  for  the  prophet  is  a 
seer,  using  gifts  of  seeing  what  most 
people  do  not  see  and  telling  what  most  of 
them  really  do  not  want  to  hear 
Sometimes  the  prophet  writes  in 
impersonal  generalities  about  worldwide 
movements,  sometimes  with  the  "thou- 
art-the-man"  directness  of  person  to 
person.  He  (or  she)  takes  chances  with 
the  world-that-is  for  the  sake  of  the  new 
world-that-is-to-be. 

If  church  editors  are  to  be  good,  and 
not  false  prophets,  they  must  believe  in 
the  divinely  implanted  meaning  of 
history  Because  this  may  have  varied 


interpretations  there  is  no  reason  why 
God-serving  and  self-respecting  prophets 
should  always  agree  The  pluralism  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  with  its 
“think-and-let-think”  dialogue  and 
discussion,  makes  a  place  for  the 
prophetism  of  parties,  caucuses,  fac¬ 
tions,  interests,  groups  based  on  ethnic, 
sex  and  age  differences.  What  little 
regionalism  there  is  left  among 
Methodists  should  find  expression  —  and 
what  better  method  than  for  a  school  of 
writing  prophets  to  produce  parts  of  a 
general  paper  from  different  sections  of 
our  church  at  home  and  abroad? 

Obviously,  no  one  prophetic  typewriter 
could  fairly  represent  the  whole  church, 
just  as  no  one  prophet  or  prophetess 
accounted  for  the  whole  of  God’s  good 
news  in  Bible  history.  There  were  dif¬ 
ferent  styles  among  the  prophets.  Isaiah 
was  somewhat  sophisticated  and  Ezekiel 
was  visionary.  Amos  was  quite  detached, 
while  Jeremiah  was  intensely  self- 
identifying  and  participating.  All 
represented  their  cultural  heritage,  as 
today’s  prophets  must,  if  they  would  be 
prophets  of  God  and  people,  in  a  culture 
that  is  bound  to  discover  anew  for  our 
times  the  "firstness”  of  God 

There  is  little  danger  of  a  school  of 
writing  prophets  lapsing  into  menacing 
professionalism.  They  would  have  no 
craft  or  cult  to  save.  They  could  not  be 
concerned  about  protecting  their 
“sources,”  for  God,  their  Source  of  the 
Good  News,  needs  no  security.  They 
would  not  belittle  their  prophetic  mission 
into  furnishing  a  conduit  for  plans  and 
programs,  but  would  find  out  and  explain 
what  the  planning  and  programming  is 
all  about. 


They  would  have  no  interest  in 
becoming  instutionalized  in  a  special 
office  in  the  church,  though  their  gifts 
would  be  refined  and  their  skills  shar¬ 
pened  by  their  supporting  contacts  with 
each  other  They  would  do  better  than 
report  on  what  may  happen  at  General 
Conference;  they  would  be  protagonists 
for  the  Eternal. 

They  would  not  hesitate  to  use  present 
day  methods  to  attract  attention,  not  to 
themselves,  but  to  their  message.  The 
prophets  in  Samuel’s  day  came  down 
from  the  high  places,  announcing 
themselves  with  harps,  tambourines, 
flutes  and  lyres.  (Better  not  press  the 
analogy  too  far  by  drawing  comparisons 
with  polls  and  surveys,  prize  contests, 
investigative  interviews  and  other 
"show"  features  of  these  secular  times! ) 

The  prophets  would  not  turn  their 
backs  on  audience  participation  and 
personal  involvement.  They  would 
respond  to  widespread  yearning  for 
moral  and  religious  certainty  at  a  time 
when  many  readers,  listeners  and 
viewers  are  learning  to  believe  ten¬ 
tatively  and  relatively.  They  would  be 
less  interested  in  their  own  freedom  of 
the  press  than  in  the  physical  and 
spiritual  shackles  of  all  men  and  women 
everywhere. 

Our  church’s  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munications  will  soon  present  some 
recommendations  for  the  future  of  our 
church  periodicals,  and  those  approved 
by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  will 
be  passed  on  to  the  General  Conference. 
High  on  the  priority  list  should  be  some 
plan  for  using  the  dedicated  talents  of  a 
school  of  writing  prophets 

— T.  OTTO  NALL 


accept  the  Christian  moral  code 
regarding  sex. 

The  concept  of  chastity  prior  to 
marriage,  and  fidelity  thereafter  was 
given  to  Christians  for  protection  from 
many  of  the  griefs  and  frustrations  which 
plague  our  nation  and  world  today 

It  isn’t  a  new  revelation,  but  it  bears 
repeating  that  the  new  morality  is 
nothing  more  than  old  sin!  Whether:  we 
like  it  or  not,  sin  has  a  terrific  price  tag! 
Jesus  offered  forgiveness  to  the 
adultress,  and  presumably  the  adulterer, 
with  the  instruction  to  "sin  no  more!" 
And  the  Bible  warns  us  that  "the  for¬ 
nicator  is  a  fool.”  I  hope  that  Mrs.  Ford, 
using  her  best  judgement,  would  not 
counsel  Susan  to  be  so  foolish. 

A  political  figure  certainly  has  the 
"right"  to  express  views  on  a  non¬ 
political  issue.  It  is  regrettable  that  those 
views  might  appear  to  condone  a 
“wrong"  approach  to  the  "abundant 
life”  Christ  promised  to  those  who  love 
Him  enough  to  keep  His  commandments. 

Carole  Ann  Taggart 
Dallas,  Texas 

Important  issue  ignored 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  two  editorials  on  Mrs.  Gerald 
Ford’s  remarks  make  good  points. 

However,  I  think  the  fact  that  she 
advocates  violating  the  law,  which  is  a 
felony  in  almost  all  our  states 
(misdemeanor  in  some)  is  shocking!  But 
no  more  shocking  than  your  en¬ 
dorsement,  by  silence! 

I  have  had  enough  of  presidents  who 
obey  only  the  laws  they  see  fit  to  obey 
And  certainly  the  chief  law  enforcement 
officer  in  the  U.S.  should  be  able,  even  in 
a  liberated  age,  to  assume  his  wife  and 
children,  living  under  his  roof,  will  also 
obey  the  law 

Of  course,  I  speak  of  her  comments  on 
marijuana  (Possibly  you  didn’t  mention 
it  because,  like  myself,  you  cannot  spell 
the  word). 

Hugh  Hoffman 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 


Su  h  frightful  problems 
require  God's  solution 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  the  August 
22  edition  of  the  Reporter,  and  I  am  truly 
frightened  at  some  of  the  opinions  offered 
by  the  most  notable,  as  well  as  the 
common  people  of  our  land  The  subjects 
I  am  referring  to  are  homosexuality, 
premarital  sex,  and  handgun  abolish¬ 
ment.  These  truly  are  very  serious 
problems  facing  our  world  today. 

Much  money  has  been  spent,  and  much 
time  has  been  consumed  by  people  trying 
to  find  answers  without  apparent  suc¬ 
cess.  The  problems  continue  to  grow  by 
leaps  and  bounds.  Now  may  I  please  offer 
my  opinion  as  to  the  solution  of  these 
problems? 

If  we  trust  in  God  as  we  claim,  we  must 
seek  the  answers  from  God  through 
earnest  prayer  and  His  word  —  where  the 
true  answers  are  to  be  found.  I  fear  we 
run  ahead  of  the  one  we  must  follow. 
Bernard  Bailey 
New  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania 
A  powerful  testimony 
To  the  Editor: 

The  "Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Mrs. 
Sam  Holder  of  Rosalie,  Texas,  telling 
how  her  local  church  is  alive  today 
because  its  members  cared  enough  to 
give  time  and  talent  to  the  tasks  of 
ministry  is  a  wonderful  and  powerful 
testimony  (TM/  UMR,  August  2). 

Harvey  E.  Dibrell 
East  Peoria,  Illinois 

Thanks  for  the  memory 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  thanks  for  the  interesting  ar¬ 
ticles  about  the  Chautauqua  (N.Y.) 
Institution  which  brought  back  many 
pleasant  memories  to  a  Chautauqua 
County  native  who  now  lives  in  the  South 
(TM/  UMR,  August  22).  My  summers 
there  were  unique  and,  thanks  to  you,  I 
have  enjoyed  a  “free  trip”  back  home' 
Sharon  Rouse  Parker 
Harrison,  Tennessee 


Christian  and  patriot,  Dale  i 
salutes  the  Bicentennial ! 

Let  Freedom 
Dina! 


Dale  Evans 
Rogers  with 


Frank  S.  Mead 

On  the  eve  of  our  nation's  200th  birthday, 
the  affirmative  voice  of  Dale  Evans  Rogers 
rings  loud  and  clear  in  a  stirring  "vote  of 
confidence."  You  will  share  her  pride 
that  the  Almighty  had  a  special 
hand  in  the  making  of  our  land. 
You  will  draw  strength  from  her 
conviction  that  we  will  overcome  the 
present  crisis  by  returning  to  our  basic 
beliefs . . .  and  that  we  can  truly  become 
one  nation  under  God.  "  $4,95 
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Handguns:  Menace  or  safeguard? 

UMC  advocacy  of  gun  controls  not  accepted  by  some  members 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Is  private  ownership  of  handguns  a 
cornerstone  right  of  American  freedom 
or  a  public  menace  that  is  helping  drown 
our  society  in  its  own  violence? 

As  far  as  the  official  position  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  at  the  national 
level  is  concerned  that  question  has  been 
answered  both  by  a  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference  resolution  and  by  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  (BCS)  —  handguns  are  a 
menace  and  should  be  banned  (see 
resolution  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Across  the  church  in  its  pews  and  its 
pulpits,  however,  it  is  obvious  that  not 
everyone  agrees  with  the  official  answer. 
The  emotion-riddled  debate  goes  on. 

National  church  anti-handgun  efforts 
—  armed  with  the  General  Conference 
resolution  —  are  mainly  centered  in  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  in 
Washington.  D.C.,  although  the  Women’s 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  late  May,  TM/  UMR  carried  a  brief  article  in  its  news 
columns  which  told  of  two  United  Methodist  agencies  joining  the  National 
Coalition  to  Ban  Handguns  [NCBH].  After  that  article  appeared,  a  number  of 
readers  wrote  letters  to  the  editor  expressing  concern  over  our  church’s  par¬ 
ticipation  in  such  a  group.  Some  of  these  letters  were  printed  and  another  set  of 
letters  arrived  in  which  other  readers  commented  both  for  and  against  NCBH 
participation.  In  July  a  national  gun  magazine  printed  an  article  in  which  our 
church  was  criticized  for  its  national  stance  on  gun  control.  More  letters  —  pro 
and  con  —  came  in.  The  flow  of  letters  has  continued  now  for  three  months, 
indicating  a  considerable  level  of  interest  about  this  issue  among  United 
Methodists.  The  article  below  explores  the  issue,  and  the  “Question  Box” 
provides  an  opportunity  for  all  TM/UMR  readers  to  express  their  views. 


Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York  also  has  played  a 
role  in  promoting  gun  control  legislation. 

Both  church  agencies  belong  to  a  newly 
formed  National  Coalition  to  Ban  Hand¬ 
guns  (NCBH),  an  organization  which 
includes  a  number  of  religious, 
educational,  public  interest  and  labor 
groups  opposed  to  private  ownership  of 


handguns.  Chairperson  of  that 
organization  is  the  Rev.  Jack  Corbett,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  who  also 
serves  as  the  director  of  church- 
government  relations  for  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Budget  limited 

Mr.  Corbett,  who  describes  his  duties 
involving  handgun  legislation  as  “part- 
time  part-time”  backed  by  a  budget  that 
totals  only  “a  few  hundred  dollars,”  says 
UMC  efforts  center  on  supporting 
specific  legislation  against  handguns, 
while  NCBH  work  is  in  the  area  of  public 
education  on  the  issue. 

*  ‘There  are  30  to  40  bills  now  introduced 
in  the  Congress  which  deal  in  some  way 
with  gun  control,”  Mr.  Corbett  said. 
“Our  church’s  position  on  gun  control  is 
to  support  the  most  restrictive  of  these 
bills.” 

He  says  that  in  terms  of  actual 
legislation  now  before  Congress  his  office 
is  most  supportive  of  the  “Firearms 
Control  Bill”  (HR-40)  introduced  by  Rep. 
John  Bingham  (D-N.Y.).  That  bill,  which 
is  now  being  considered  in  a 
congressional  committee,  would  ban  all 
handgun  ownership,  sales,  and  im¬ 
portation  except  for  use  by  police,  the 
military,  security  guards,  licensed  pistol 
clubs,  and  antique  dealers. 

“We  support  in  principle  any 
legislation  which  will  limit  the  ownership 
and  use  of  handguns,”  Mr.  Corbett  said, 
“but  we  feel  that  some  legislation Sfrfuch 
deals  with  only  certain  kinds  of  handguns 
or  with  just  licensing  handguns  doesn’t 
go  far  enough.” 

According  to  Mr.  Corbett,  Federal 


Mother  comforted 

The  above  file  photo  portrays  a  scene  re-enacted  thousands  of  times  each  year 
across  the  nation.  Here  a  mother  is  comforted  at  the  hospital  as  she  awaits  news  of 
her  son  who  was  critically  wounded  by  a  gunman,  religious  news  service  photo 

Taking  message  of  evangelism  to 
Australia  tough  assignment 


Editor's  Note:  Forty  United  Methodist 
ministers  from  the  United  States  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  New  Life  Mission  in 
Australia  in  July.  Sponsored  by  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  the  World  Methodist  Council*  the 
missioners  led  80  missions  across  the 
nation  from  urban  center  to  primitive 
outpost. 

TM/  UMR  talked  last  week  with  five  of 
them  about  their  experiences  in  a 
country  which  one  noted  Australian 
evangelist  says  could  well  become  a 
“totally  secular  state.” 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Taking  a  message  of  evangelism  from 
the  United  States  to  Australia  was  a 
tough  assignment,  many  of  United 
Methodism’s  New  Life  Missioners  will 
admit. 

But  “to  God  be  the  glory,”  says  their 
director,  “the  missioners  packed  a 
wallop.” 

Without  a  deeply-religious  heritage, 
without  a  “Great  Awakening”  in  its 
history  to  spread  evangelistic  fervor, 
Australia  is  even  today  a  nation  where 
Christians  are  a  distinct  minority. 

Church  leaders  there  are  expressing 
concern  about  what  they  see  as  an  in¬ 
creased  government  push  for 
secularism.  Evangelism  is  admittedly 
not  strong  in  local  churches  and  tends  to 
be  viewed  uneasily  even  by  many 
committed  Christians  as  “sawdust  trail 
revivalism.” 

Mission  impact  startling 

These  factors,  says  former  New  Life 
Mission  director  Dr.  George  Morris, 
make  the  apparent  impact  of  last 
month’s  mission  even  more  startling. 
Large  overflowing  crowds,  mended 
relationships  and  new  converts  were  only 
part  of  the  story,  he  maintains. 

Response  across  the  nation  was  so 
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overwhelming,  one  top  Australian 
church  official  told  him,  that  “it  is 
possible  the  seeds  for  Australia’s  first 
spiritual  awakening  have  been  planted. 
Our  churches  are  electric  with  ex¬ 
citement.” 

“The  results  of  our  mission,”  Dr. 
Morris  agrees,  “are  entirely  out  of 
proportion  to  either  our  number  or 
ability.  This  isn’t  to  speak  con¬ 
descendingly;  it  is  merely  to  tell  the 
truth.” 

Forty  American  pastors  were 
recruited  by  the  Nashville-based  New 
Life  Mission  staff  to  spend  a  week  in  each 
of  two  Australian  churches  preaching 
and  teaching.  The  program  was  designed 
for  a  three-pronged  emphasis  at  each 
local  church  on  preparation  (guided 
study  in  advance  of  the  missioner’s 
visit),  proclamation  (the  missioner’s 
visit),  and  penetration  (follow-up  study 
and  mission  programming,  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  Australian  missioners  trained 
by  New  Life  Mission  staff  persons.) 

A  similar  program,  the  New  World 
Mission,  brought  40  Methodist  pastors 
from  around  the  world  to  the  United 
States  in  March.  Eighty  overseas 
missioners  will  arrive  in  this  country  in 
October  for  the  next  phase  of  the  New 
World  Mission,  which  still  has  ten 
openings  for  host  churches. 

Last  month’s  Australian  experience 
indicates  that  the  New  Life  Mission  is  a 
“transportable  model,”  Dr.  Morris 
believes.  “It  must  always  be  de- 
Americanized.  But  it  has  vitality.” 

Why  the  surprising  response  in  Aus¬ 
tralia? 

To  one  United  Methodist  minister,  who 
held  missions  in  suburban  Sydney,  the 
reason  for  “wall-to-wall  people”  at  many 
worship  services  was  apparent.  “The 
country  is  desperate.  There  is  open  out- 
and-out  seeking,”  according  to  the  Rev. 
0.  Dean  Martin,  pastor  of  Trinity  UMC, 
Gainesville,  Fla.  “They’ve  tried  all  the 
secular  answers.  Now  more  people  there 
are  ready  to  listen  to  the  church.” 

Risk  in  being  a  Christian 

Neither  man  claims  that  American 
Christians  have  the  edge  over  deeply- 
committed  Australian  Christens.  In 
fact,  Dr.  Morris  told  TM/UMR,  Austra¬ 
lian  church  members  have  to  be  pretty 
committed  people.  “There  is  more  risk 
involved  there.” 

In  a  society  which  has  been  somewhat 
hostile  to  religion,  Mr.  Martin  agreed, 
Christians  have  had  to 'develop  an  at¬ 
titude  of  “I’ll  go  to  church  even  if  I’m 
laughed  at.”  But  their  commitment  by 
and  large  has  remained  “inside  the 
stained-glass  windows,”  he  feels. 


One  reason  for  taking  the  mission  to 
Australia  was  to  change  a  prevalent 
notion  that  “evangelism  is  a  bad  word,” 
said  Dr.  Harold  McElvaney,  pastor  of 
Court  Street  UMC,  Rockford,  Ill.  Many  ,.with  a  personal  right  to  bear  arms 
had  — 


Bureau  of  Investigation  statistics  show 
that  29,000  persons  were  killed  by 
firearms  in  1973.  Of  that  number,  10,340 
persons  were  murdered  by  someone 
using  a  handgun  He  said  that  from  1963 
until  1973  nearly  twice  as  many 
Americans  were  killed  by  the  use  of 
handguns  in  the  United  States  as  were 
killed  in  Vietnam  War  combat  during  the 
same  period.  In  addition,  he  said  more 
than  100,000  persons  are  assaulted  with 
guns  each  year. 

“In  the  face  of  statistics  like  that,  it’s 
very  hard  not  to  see  the  relationship 
between  handgun  ownership  and  human 
suffering,”  Mr.  Corbett  says.  “Concern 
for  human  life  is  basic  to  the  Christian 
faith.  Christ  came  that  we  might  have 
abundant  life.  Ownership  of  handguns 
gets  in  the  way  of  that  abundant  life.” 

Although  opposition  to  anti-handgun 
legislation  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  not  organized  and  cannot  be 
heard  from  any  voice  at  the  national 
church  level,  there  are  a  number  of  local 
pastors  and  laypersons  around  the 
country  who  hold  a  view  quite  different 
from  Mr.  Corbett’s.  One  such  pastor  is 
the  Rev.  K.  W.  Larrison,  pastor  of  the 
Crown  Hill  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Seattle,  Wash. 

“I  don’t  believe  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  is  speaking  for  the  majority 
of  the  United  Methodist  membership 
when  it  opposes  handguns,"  Mr.  Larrison 
said.  He  does  not  agree  that  handguns 
are  a  negative  force  working  against  the 
“abundant  life"  Mr.  Corbett  speaks  of. 

“A  real  and  deep  concern  of 
Christianity  is  quality  of  life  as  it  hinges 
on  social  order,”  Mr.  Larrison  says. 
“The  ability  of  free  men  to  defend  their 
homes  and  their  person  is  a  profound 
Christian  responsibility.  The  means  of 
personal  and  home  protection  have 
always  been  extremely  important  to  the 
Christian  gospel.” 

In  Washington,  Penn.,  the  Jefferson 
Avenue  UMC’s  administrative  board 
recently  voted  to  protest  the  use  of  any 
United  Methodist  funds  in  efforts  to  ban 
handguns. 

Pros  and  cons 

The  arguments  of  United  Methodists 
both  for  and  against  gun  controls  are 
diverse  and  complex,  but  the  following 
appears  to  represent  the  mainstream 
debate: 

•  Handguns  as  a  constitutional  right 
of  citizens.  The  pro-handgun  side  claims 
that  every  citizen  has  the  right  to  bear 
arms  and  that  the  banning  of  handguns  is 
a  step  toward  eliminating  that  right. 
Anti-handgun  advocates  say  the  con¬ 
stitution  allows  for  the  arming  of  a  “well 
regulated  militia”  (like  the  present 
National  Guard)  and  has  nothing  to  do 


persons  had  a  ,  mind-set  abou 
evangelism,  he  told  TM/  UMR,  similar 
to  that  in  America,  ten  or  twenty  years 
ago.  “Evangelism  is  a  confrontation  with 
Christ,  it  is  reconciliation,  it  can  be  quiet 
commitment.  It  is  not  sawdust  trail 
revivalism.” 

Great  response  came,  he  said,  when 
Australians  learned  the  American 
missioners  were  not  manipulative. 
Religious  education 
‘perfunctory’ 

Australia  does  provide  religious 
education  in  the  schools.  Pastors  from 
the  major  faiths  teach  courses  daily.  But 
because  so  many  of  the  students  come 
from  non-church  backgrounds,  the 
program  tends  to  be  “pretty  per¬ 
functory,”  says  the  Rev.  Ira  Williams,  of 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Abilene,  Tx. 

Of  even  greater  concern  he  believes,  is 
the  fact  that  there’s  virtually  no 
Christian  education  in  the  churches 
beyond  elementary  level.  That  may  be 
the  Australian  Methodist  Church’s 
greatest  long-range  problem,  he  told 
TM/  UMR. 

Now  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Kenosha, 
Wis  Dr.  Morris  has  been  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  Eddie  Fox  as  director  of  the 
New  Life  Mission  emphasis. 


r 


The  relationship  of  hajidguns  to 
crime.  Banning  of  handguns  would 
disarm  honest  citizens  while  leaving 
guns  with  criminals,  according  to  the 
pro-handgun  side.  Sporting  weapons 
would  still  be  available,  the  anti-handgun 
side  says.  While  granting  that  some 
“professional  criminals”  would  still  get 
handguns  by  underground  methods,  they 
say  the  handgun  supply  would  be  cut  for 
most  persons  who  commit  violent  crimes 
—  the  non-professionals. 

•  Handgun  ownership  and  violent 
death  statistics.  Pro-handgun  advocates 
say  “people  kill,  not  guns."  They  claim  a 
murderer  would  not  refrain  from  killing, 
but  would  just  get  another  weapon.  Those 
opposed  to  handguns  say  most  crimes 
are  crimes  of  “sudden  passion”  and  that 
if  handguns  are  not  “just  lying  around 
the  house”  there  would  be  fewer  killings. 

•  Alternatives  to  banning  handguns. 
Those  against  banning  often  claim  the 
answer  to  “gun  crimes”  is  stiffer 
penalties  for  those  committing  them. 
Some  suggest  handgun  registration 
rather  than  banning.  Those  in  favor  of 
banning’  say  registration  only  helps 
police  find  the  criminal  after  the  harm 
has  been  done.  They  say  stiffer  penalties 
won’t  help  because  most  criminals 
“don’t  expect  to  get  caught.” 
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United  Presbyterian  nominated 
for  NCC  presidency 
NEW  YORK 
(RNS)  —  William 
T.  Thompson,  chief 
executive  of  the 
United  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church,  is  the 
nominee  for  the 
presidency  of  the 
National  Council  of 
Churches  for  the 
next  three  years.  William  Thompson 
His  name  will  be  submitted  to  the 
policy-making  Governing  Board  at  its 
October  meeting  in  New  York  City.  Other 
nominations  could  be  made  from  the 
floor. 

If  he  is  elected,  the  National  Council 
will  have  members  of  the  same  denomi¬ 
nation  in  its  two  top  jobs  for  only  the 
second  time  in  its  25  year  history.  Dr. 
Claire  Randall,  the  present  general 
secretary,  or  chief  administrator,  is  also 
United  Presbyterian. 

The  new  president  will  succeed  the 
Rev.  W.  Sterling  Cary,  head  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ’s  Illinois  Conference, 
the  first  black  to  hold  the  post. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  been  closely 
identified  with  U.  S.  and  international 
ecumenism  over  the  past  15  years. 
Episcopal  bishop  seeks  to  bar 
ordination  of  fivfe  women 
WASHINGTON.  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
Episcopal  Bishop  William  F.  Creighton 
of  Washington  cut  short  his  vacation  to 
return  home  in  an  effort  to  prevent  the 
scheduled  ordinations  of  five  women  to 
the  priesthood  here  Sept.  7. 

He  warned  that  "irregular  ordinations 


can  imperil  the  action  of  the  (1976) 
General  Convention  and  the  acceptance 
of  women  in  the  priesthood  by  the  whole 
church.”  But  the  bishop  affirmed, 
“There  is  no  question  that  duly  qualified 
women  will  be  ordained  to  the  priesthood 
no  later  than  18  months  from  now.” 

In  his  statement,  Bishop  Creighton 
repeated  a  pledge  he  had  made  earlier  to 
ordain  women  to  the  priesthood  after  the 
1976  General  Convention,  even  if  it  does 
not  approve  women  priests. 

Unlike  the  ll  women  deacons  who  were 
ordained  in  an  irregular  ceremony  in 
Philadelphia  last  year,  the  five  who  plan 
to  be  ordained  in  Washington  have  all 
been  certified  by  their  diocesan  standing 
committees. 

The  five  women  slated  for  ordination 
include  the  Reverends  Phyllis  Edwards, 
Lee  McGee,  Alison  Palmer,  Betty 
Rosenberg  and  Diane  Tickell. 

U.M.  clergyman  named 
American  Legion  chaplain 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  clergyman  from  Georgia 
whose  military  service  was  in  the  in¬ 
fantry  and  not  with  the  chaplaincy  was 
elected  national  chaplain  of  the 
American  Legion  at  its  annual  con¬ 
vention  here. 

The  Rev.  Claude  F.  Smithmier. 
minister  of  Skyland  United  Methodist 
Church,  Atlanta,  was  named  ranking 
spiritual  leader  of  the  war  veterans’ 
group  succeeding  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister  from  Oregon,  the  Rev. 
Harvey  T.  Gooding.  He  has  been  active  in 
the  American  Legion  since  1959,  serving 
as  post,  district  and  department 
chaplain. 


Question  Box 

|  Two  general  agencies  of  the  UMC  recently  joined  a  “National  Coalition  to  Ban 
|Handguns”  (NCBH).  They  cited  a  resolution  supporting  handgun  regulation  by  the 
|1972  General  Conference  (printed  below  as  the  basis  of  their  involvement.  Many 
|United  Methodists  object,  both  the  the  resolution  and  the  involvement  of  these 
jagencies  in  NCBH.  The  article  at  left  explores  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  issue. 

I  Register  your  opinion  by  responding  to  the  following  questions.  If  you  object  to  our 
Iwording  of  any  question  and/  or  wish  to  qualify  your  answer,  use  the  space  marked 
{“comment”  to  do  so. 

I  1.  Do  you  believe  that  the  UMC’s  General  Conference  should  take  a  position  on 
lissues  such  as  handgun  control?  (circle  one) 

I  a.  Yes 
I  b.  No 
I  c.  Uncertain 

I  COMMENT: _ _ _ _ 

I  2.  Given  our  General  Conference’s  support  for  legislation  to  regulate  the  private! 
lownership  of  handguns  (not  including  law  enforcement  officials,  military  personnel  j 
^security  guards,  antique  collectors,  etc.),  do  you  consider  it  appropriate  for  a  UMC| 
Jgeneral  agency  to  join  an  organization  such  as  the  “National  Coalition  to  Ban| 

Handguns”?  (circle  one)  j 

a.  Yes  j 

b.  No  I 

c.  Uncertain  I 

COMMENT : _ | 

3.  Do  you  believe  that  the  ownership  of  handguns  by  persons  other  than  policemen,  I 

i,  security  guards,  antique  collectors,  etc.  should  be  forbidden?  (circlel 


c.  Uncertain 

COMMENT : _ 

4.  Do  you  believe  that  the  regulation  of  handgun  ownership,  if  legislated,  will 
substantially  lower  the  murder  rate  in  the  United  States?  (circle  one) 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

c.  Uncertain 

COMMENT : - 

Are  you  a:  Layman  Laywoman  Minister  (circle  one) 

Age  group:  18  &  under  19-35  36-50  51-64  65  &  over  (circle  one) 

To  participate  in  the  results  of  this  survey,  fill  out  and  mail  your  responses  before 
midnight,  Friday,  September  12,  to:  “Question  Box,”  TM/  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


Gun-control  resolution 

At  the  UMC’s  1972  General  Conference  a  resolution  was  adopted  which  deals  with 
a  number  of  issues  related  to  “Crime  Prevention.”  The  following  two  paragraphs 
taken  from  that  resolution  are  often  quoted  as  justification  for  anti-handgun  efforts 
being  made  by  the  United  Methodist  Church  at  the  national  level: 

“In  an  increasingly  complex  and  urbanized  society,  it  is  impossible  to  protect  life 
and  maintain  public  order  when  individuals  have  unregulated  access  to  firearms. 
Therefore,  the  church  records  its  support  for  the  licensing  of  all  gun  owners  and  the 
registration  of  all  firearms.” 

“In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  National  Commission  on  the 
Causes  and  Prevention  of  Violence,  we  endorse  the  elimination  of  private  ownership 
of  handguns,  except  in  extremely  limited  instances.” 

It  should  be  noted  that  a  General  Conference  “resolution”  is  not  the  same  thing  as 
“church  law”  which  appears  in  the  denomination’s  “Book  of  Discipline.”  Two  kinds 
of  resolutions  were  passed  by  General  Conference  in  1972:  (1.)  those  adopted  by  the 
conference  as  official  positions  and  (2.)  those  accepted  by  the  conference  as 
resolutions  to  be  studied. 

The  above  quoted  resolution  excerpts  were  a  part  of  the  former  kind  of  resolution 
and  were  adopted  by  the  General  Conference.  They  have  an  official  status,  but  are 
not  church  law. 


one) 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 


;Good  News’  editorial  says 
no  new  periodical  needed 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

WILMORE,  Ky.  —  “Good  News” 
magazine  in  an  editorial  printed  in  its 
summer  ^edition  has  called  for 
elimination  of  church-wide  “special 
interest”  magazines  such  as  those 
published  by  several  of  the 
denomination’s  general  agencies  and  has 
opposed  the  founding  of  any  new  general 
periodical  to  replace  “United  Methodists 

Christians  meet 
openly  in  China 
executive  says 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Christian  groups  in  China  continue  to 
meet,  and  not  just  a  secret,  according  to 
a  United  Methodist  executive  who  spent 
three  weeks  in  Chairman  Mao’s  land  this 
summer. 

Dr.  Herman  Will,  head  of  the  world 
peace  division  of  his  denomination’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  said  that 
despite  the  break-up  of  institutional 
religion  of  all  kinds,  small  Chinese 
Christian  groups  meet  in  homes,  schools 
and  even  club  rooms  of  factories. 

He  cited  Ting  Kuang-hsin,  a  former 
Episcopal  bishop  in  China,  as  his  major 
source  of  information. 

Mr.  Ting,  who  was  dean  of  the  old 
Nanking  Theological  Seminary,  was 
quoted  as  saying  Chinese  Christians  have 
no  formal  structure  and  anticipate  none, 
although  a  non-denominational  fellow¬ 
ship  is  functioning. 

Communications  were  said  to  be 
developing  among  the  various  groups, 
who  plan  to  rely  on  a  lay  ministry  rather 
than  train  clergy. 


Today”  magazine  which  folded  in  June. 

“Good  News,"  edited  here  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  W  Keysor,  is  the  official 
publication  of  United  Methodists  for 
Scriptural  Christianity  (the  Good  News 
Movement),  a  coalition  of  evangelical 
churchpersons. 

Saying  “the  sickness  of  our  official 
periodicals  is  ...  a  visible  symptom  of 
the  sick  relationship  between  the  people 
and  the  church  leadership,”  the  editorial 
warns  that  General  Conference  should 
not  “risk  a  third  costly  failure"  by 
launching  a  new  national  periodical. 

The  editorial  suggests  that  the  general 
church  continue  with  “Newscope”  (a 
national  newsletter  with  a  3,500  cir¬ 
culation)  and  points  out  that  regional 
editions  of  TM/  UMR  are  filling  the  need 
for  a  national  news  periodical  in  many 
parts  of  the  country. 

While  suggesting  the  end  to  such 
“special  interest”  periodical  as  “New 
World  Outlook”  (Board  of  Global 
Ministries),  “Engage/  Social  Action” 
(Board  of  Church  and  Society),  and 
“Response”  (Women’s  Division),  the 
editorial  says  “The  Interpreter”,  the 
denomination’s  official  program  journal, 
should  become  “the  single  carrier  for 
official  promotional  ideas  and  in¬ 
formation.” 

The  editorial  suggests  that  each  board 
be  given  a  number  of  pages  in  “The 
Interpreter”  in  substitute  for  their 
present  magazines  and  that  each  board 
be  allowed  editorial  autonomy  on  these 
pages. 

The  only  expansion  of  present  national 
publications  efforts  supported  by  the 
editorial  is  the  founding  of  a  special 
magazine  for  pastors.  It  says  that 
magazine  should  be  made  self- 
supporting  within  five  years. 


A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Fhone:  813/  747-1881 
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sectarian  in  Its  benefits. 


3< 


ou/eri 


Bradenton 

Florida 


JttDL.JlnJ  3LM,  Do 


i 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


SEPTEMBERS,  1975 


General,  Jurisdiction  Conference  delegates  listed 


>  During  this  year’s  73  annual  conference  meetings,  more  than  60,000  United  >: 
:•  Methodists  across  the  nation  elected  their  delegates  to  the  1976  General  Confer-  S 
<  ence  in  Portland,  Ore.,  next  April.  >; 

$  Also  elected  were  delegates  to  the  denomination’s  five  jurisdictional  confer- 
>•  ences;  they  also  serve  as  reserve  delegates  to  the  General  Conference. 

:jj  Here,  in  the  second  of  three  installments  TM-UMR  prints  a  list  of  the 
S  delegates  by  jurisdiction.  Additional  names  will  appear  in  next  week's  paper.  •• 


Shown  at  left  is  the  dele¬ 
gates'  badge  for  the  1976 
United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  meeting  in 
Portland.  Ore.  Included  in 
the  detail  are  the  states 
making  up  the  Portland 
Area,  the  denomination's 
cross  and  flame  symbol,  a 
rose  symbolic  of  the  host 
city,  and  snow-capped  Mt. 
Hood.  For  the  first  time, 
the  art  work  will  be  dis¬ 
played  in  more  than  one 
color. 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

[Continued  from  last  week] 

New  Hampshire  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegate,  clergy:  Ernest  R. 
Drake,  Concord,  D.S.  Southern.  General  Conference 
delegate,  lay:  Beverly  Boyden,  Lawrence. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegate,  clergy:  Ann  C. 
Partner,  Chesterfield,  pastor  Chesterfield-Asbury 
Richmond  Community  UMC.  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  delegate,  lay:  James  L.  Smith,  Lebanon, 
retired. 

Northern  New  Jersey  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Dean  A. 
Lannirtg,  Summit,  pastor  First  UMC,  Clark  W.  Hunt, 
Morristown,  D.S.  Western;  Eli  S.  Rivera,  pastor 
Haverstraw,  Robert  B  Goodwin,  Westfield,  pastor 
First  UMC 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Beftilou  Holland, 
Madison;  Clair  w  Black.  Westwood,  educational 
consultant;  Paul  Hardin.  Madison,  president,  Drew 
University;  Abigail  J.  Cope,  Tea  neck,  feacher 
librarian. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  B. 
Milton  Hargrove,  Englewood.  D.S  Northern;  Robert 
E.  Grant,  pastor  UMC  at  Demarest;  George  Watt.  Jr., 
pastor  Ridgewood  UMC.  Eugene  L.  Smith,  pastor 
Denville  Community  Church  (UM);  Mary  L.  Bedarbis, 
Elizabeth,  pastor  Epworth  UMC. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay  Linda  L. 
Vance,  Paterson,  teacher,  Clarice  M.  Howe,  North 
Plainfield.  Dorothy  E  Galbraith.  Teaneck,  staff 
executive,  Div.  of  Overseas  Ministries,  N.C.C.C.;  H. 
Leonard  Goode,  Cedar  Grove,  retired;  Marie  Rivera. 
Haverstraw,  bi  lingual  teacher. 

Southern  New  Jersey  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy  Charles  A, 
Sayre,  pastor  Hadderrfleld  UMC;  Ernest  W.  Lee, 
Cherry  Hill,  conference  council  staff  person;  Edward 

B.  Cheney,  Trenton,  D.S.  Northwest,  Carl  W. 
Halvorsen,  Audubon,  D.S.  Camden  Metropolitan. 


MOVING  TARGET 

by  Robert  A.  Raines 

To  most  of  us,  success  is  everything. 
Yet,  in  our  passion  to  "make  it."  our 
accomplishments  often  leave  us  with 
a  hollow  feeling. 

Out  of  the  depth  of  his  own  experi¬ 
ence.  Robert  Raines  discovered  that 
success  changes  and  moves. 

Things  that  once  were  important  no 
longer  take  priority.  Things  that 
once  were  unimportant  now  seem 
essential. 

SUCCESS  IS  A  MOVING  TARGET 
will  help  you  listen  again  to  your  own 
inner  tugs  and  yearnings.  And  it  will 
help  you  explore  in  depth  what  it 
takes  to  be  a  successful  person,  a 
successful  congregation,  a  successful 
nation,  a  successful  Christian. 

If  you  long  to  keep  on  becoming  a 
new  creation,  here  is  a  practical 
book  that  will  help  you  understand 
where  your  own  success  targets 
are  moving. 

Robert  A.  Raines  is  author  of  several 
best-sellers,  including  To  Kiss  the 
Joy,  Lord  Could  You  Make  it  a  Little 
Better,  Sounding.  Creative  Brooding. 
New  Life  In  the  Church  and  others 
He  is  presently  Director  of  Kirkridge, 
Inc.,  a  conference,  retreat,  and  study 
center  in  the  Pocono  Mountains  of 
Pennsylvania. 


$5  95 
at  your 
bookstore 
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General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Elizabeth  S. 
Brogdon,  Beach  Haven,  William  G.  Mason,  Penn- 
sauken.  corporation  treasurer;  Ronald  Beppler, 
Pennsauken,  office  manager;  Leon  E,  Walker, 
Audubon,  data  processing  supervisor. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Ernest 
S.  Lyght,  Willingboro,  pastor  Good  Shepherd  UMC; 
Russell  Shivers,  Woodbury  pastor  Kemble  UMC; 
Frank  b.  Stranger,  Wilmore,  pres.,  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary;  Hooker  D.  Davis,  pastor 
Oakhurst  UMC;  David  M.  Finch,  Trenton,  pastor  St. 
Mark  UMC;  Stanley  J.  Menklng,  Haddonfield, 
associate  pastor  Haddenfleld  U A/SC- 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Edwin  F. 
Hann.  Jr.,  Bordentcxvn,  retired  attorney,  Hammell  P 
Shipps,  M.D.,  Delran,  surgeon,-  William  T.  Rltt,  Jr.. 
Hwvell,  technician;  Gertrude  C.  Klein,  Haddonfield, 
secretary;  Alice  P.  Moore,  Salem,  inspector.  Elwood 
Davis,  Atlantic  City,  banking  officer. 

Puerto  Rico  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  and  Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
delegates,  clergy:  Rev.  Moises  Freytes;  lay:  Victoria 
H.  Hernandez. 

Southern  New  England 
.Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy  Blaine  E. 
Taylor,  Worcester,  Maine,  pastor  Wesley  UMC;  C. 
Dale  White,  East  Greenwich,  D.S,  Rhode  Island- 
Southeastern  Massachusetts;  Jerome  K.  Del  Pino, 
Dorchester,  pastor  Greenwood  Memorial  UMC;  Terry 

C.  Thomason,  Boston,  Mass.,  conference  treasurer; 
Julieanne.  S.  Hallman,  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  co-pastor 
Gammons-Cocheseft  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Dlght  W.  Crain, 
Natick;  Elizabeth  Ambler,  Framingham,  student; 
Mary  Lou  Evans,  Lincoln;  Walter  Thompson, 
Barrington,  R.I.;  Harold  F.  Smith,  Sr.,  Dorchester 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy: 
Shephard  S.  Johnson,  pastor  Sudbury  UMC;  E. 
McKinnon  White,  Springfield,  pastor  Trinity  UMC; 
Rene  O.  Bldeaux,  Bolton,  Conn.,  D.S.  Connecticut 
Valley;  J.  Gary  Campbell,  Reading,  pastor  Old  South 
UMC;  Richard  E.  Harding,  Melrose,  D.S.  Crescent; 
Lawrence  F.  Almond,  Marshfield,  pastor  Marshfield 
UMC. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Joyce 
Robinson,  Andover;  Rldgway  F.  Shinn,  Jr.,  Johnston, 

R.I.;  Lois  Wilson,  East  Bridgewater;  Berynce  Mit¬ 
chell,  South  Easton;  Candice  Brown,  Dorchester; 
Gwendolyn  R.  White,  East  Greenwich,  R.l. 

West  Virginia  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Ramsey 
Bridges,  D.S.  Fairmont;  Claude  Collings,  Charleston, 
pastor  First  UMC;  Robert  Dille,  Charleston,  associate 
pastor  Christ  UMC;  Dale  Waters,  D.S.  Lewisburg; 
Rcssing  Smith,  D.S  Parkersburg;  Arthur  Backus, 

D. S.  Beckley;  Melvin  Rislnger,  St.  Albans,  pastor  St. 
Andrews  UMC;  Martha  Loyd,  Morgantavn,  pastor 
Harners  Chapel  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay  .  Roy  Blessing, 
Point  Pleasant,  insurance;  Mrs.  Jean  Beard, 
Wester nport,  Md.,  teacher.  Herbert  Henderson, 
Huntington,  attorney;  James  E.  Phipp,  Huntington, 
orthodontist,  Roger  Roberts,  Wheeling,  Insurance; 
Harry  Miller,  New  Haven,  groceryman;  D.  W.  Froe, 
Bluefleld,  state  government  employee. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Parker 
Hlnzman,  Charleston,  conference  staff  person;  Virgil 
Ware,  Charleston,  conference  staff  person;  Denver 
Miles,  D.S.  Romney;  F.  Emerson  wood,  D.S.  Hun¬ 
tington,-  Martin  Berlsford,  Sutton,  pastor  Christ  UMC; 
Marvln  Carr,  Buckhannon,  professor;  Art  Tucker, 
Parkersburg,  pastor  St.  John's  UMC,  Vienna;  Basil 
Hensley,  D.S.  Weston,  Frank  Shaffer  Jr.,  D.S. 
Wheeling;  Samuel  Sink,  D.S.  Charleston. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mrs.  June 
Rogers,  Parkersburg;  Vernon  E.  Bennett, 
Buckhannon;  Mrs.  Lucille  Everhart,  Klngwood; 
Robert  Marks,  Clarksburg;  Mrs.  Bonnie  Bowyer, 
Parkersburg;  David  Peck,  Charleston,  chemist;  Hal 
Burke,  Charleston,  businessperson,-  Frank  Everhart, 
Klngwood,  attorney;  Mrs.  Betty  Gordon,  Bluefleld; 
Jim  Bickerton,  Moundsville,  factory  employee; 
Chrlssle  Miller,  Huntington,  student;  Carolyn 
Rapking,  Charleston,  student;  William  Richardson, 
Bluefield,  student;  Chuck  Smith,  Huntington,  student.' 

North  Central 
Jurisdiction 

[Omitted  last  week] 

West  Michigan  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Keith  I,  Pohl, 
Adrian,  editor,  Michigan  Christian  Advocate;  David  L. 
Crawford,  Lansing,  pastor  Christ  UMC;  Lawrence  R. 
Taylor,  Grand  Rapids,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  John  L. 
Francis,  Battle  Creek,  D.S.  Albion;  Marlorle  S. 
Matthews,  pastor  Napoleon  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  C.  David 
Lunckjuist,  Kalamazoo,  attorney;  Wanda  R.  Crosby, 
Cassopolis,  Bernard  R  Shashaguay,  Grand  Rapids, 
conference  treasurer.  Plyna  G.  Strong,  Kalamazoo, 
Katherine  W.  Wilcox,  Evanston,  associate  professor 
Pastoral  Psychology 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Alden 
B  Burns,  Kalamazoo,  pastor  Milwood  UMC;  Carlos  C. 
Page,  Benton  Harbor,  pastor  Peace  Temple;  William 
W  DesAutels.  Grand  Rapids,  pastor  First  UMC; 
Gerald  A.  Pohly,  Mt.  Pleasant,  D.S.  Central.  George 
O.  Hartmann,  D.S.  Kalamazoo;  Albert  W.  Frevert, 
Okemos,  Mi.,  D.S.  Lansing. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mildred 
D  Page,  Benton  Harbor.  Donald  T.  Strong, 
Kalamazoo,  business  executive;  RosalynW.  Newman, 
Kalamazoo;  Frank  E  Sheldon,  Kalamazoo,  business 
executive,  John  H  Kennaugh,  Lansing,  executive 
secretary;  James  J.  Leys,  Grandville,  banker. 

South  Central 
Jurisdiction 

Central  Texas  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Sidney 
Roberts,  D.S.  Fort  Worth  West;  Walter  Underwood, 
Fort  Worth,  pastor  First  UMC;  Luther  Henry,  con 
ference  council  director;  William  Greenwaldt,  D.S. 
Brownwood;  Don  Pike,  pastor  Richland  Hills. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Pat  Stroman, 
Waco,  pharmaceutical  representative;  Roy  Grogan, 


Weatherford,  attorney;  Marjorie  Burns.  Crawford. 
Eldon  Mahon,  Fort  Worth,  judge.  Alice  Wonders, 
professor  Texas  Christian  University. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  H.  F 
Meier,  Fort  Worth,  D.S.  Fort  Worth  East;  j.’  o. 
Phillips,  Fgrt  Worth,  pastor  Mornlngslde  UMC;  Jay 
Darnell,  Graham,  pastor  First  UMC;  John  Ogden, 
Arlington,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Jack  Riley,  Corsicana, 
pastor  First  UMC. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Juanita 
Dahnke,  Temple;  Ruby  Bane,  Weatherford;  Jean 
Meier,  Fort  Worth;  B.  F.  Hank  Carroll,  Fort  Worth, 
business  executive;  Eddie  Evans,  Waco,  electrician. 

North  Texas  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Albert 
Outler,  Dallas,  professor  emeritus  Perkins  School  of 
Theology;  Zan  Holmes  Jr„  Dallas,  associate  professor 
Perkins  School  of  Theology;  W.  E.  Trice,  pastor 
University  Park  UMC;  Thomas  J.  Shipp,  Dallas, 
pastor  Lovers  Lane  UMC;  Ben  Oliphlnt.  Dallas,  pastor 
First  UMC;  Bruce  Weaver,  Wichita  Falls,  pastor  First 
UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Judy  Gllreath, 
Sulphur  Springs;  George  M  Boswell  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Dallas, 
orthopedic  surgeon;  R,  L.  Dillard  Jr.,  Highland  Park- 
insurance  executive;  Leo  L.  Baker,  Dallas, 
engineering  consultant;  Martha  Boyd  Watson,  Denton; 
Clarence  A,  Gulttard,  Highland  Park,  ludge. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy :  Wilfred 
Bailey,  Dallas,  pastor  Casa  View  UMC;  William  j. 
Washington,  D.  S.  Dallas-Central;  Leighton  Farrell, 
pastor  Highland  Park  UMC;  Spurgeon  Dunnam  III, 
editor-general  manager  Texas  Methodist-United 
Methodist  Reporter;  Jack  Gibson,  D.  S.  Paris-Sulphur 
Springs;  l.  B.  Loud,  Dallas,  pastor  St.  Paul  UMC; 
William  C.  Crouch,  D.  S.  Dallas- Denton. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mary 
May,  Paris-Sulphur  Springs,  secretary-treasurer 
jurisdiction  U.M.W.;  Avery  Mays,  Dallas,  business 
executive;  E.  C.  Ransom,  Dallas  Insurance  agent. 
Dorlls  Glass,  Dallas;  Ruth  Thomasson,  Richardson, 
Frank  Greenhaw,  Mesquite,  choir  director;  Mattie 
Tanner,  Wichita  Falls,  business  executive. 

Northwest  Texas  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Darrls  L. 
Egger,  Lubbock,  director  conference  council;  Tea 
Dotts.  Lubbock,  pastor  St.  John's  UMC;  Clifford 
Trotter,  Amarillo,  pastor  Polk  Street  UMC;  Charles  E. 
Lutrlck,  Midland,  pastor  First  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Wendell  Tooley, 
Floydada,  newspaper  publisher;  Charles  Tyler, 
Lubbock,  law  enforcement  off  leer;  B.  M.  Bruckner  Sr., 
Amarillo,  sales;  Jim  Waterfleld,  Canadian,  rancher. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  O.  A. 
McBrayer,  D.  S.  Lubbock;  Sam  Nader,  Lubbock, 
pastor  First  UMC;  J.  Weldon  Butler,  D.  S.  Amarillo; 
W.  A.  Appling.  D.  S.  Pampa;  Jim  Pickens,  D.  S. 
Abilene. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mrs.  John 
Anderson,  Lubbock;  Bob  Crowell,  Big  Spring,  printer, 
conference  iay  leader;  7Ars.  Helen  Releford,  Lubbock; 
Thomas  K.  Kim,  Abilene,  president  McMurray 
College.  LD.  Patton,  Borger,  building  materials 
dealer. 

Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  nrenza  L. 
Woods,  San  Antonio,  pastor  St.  Paul  UMC;  Ted 
Richardson,  D.S.  San  Antonio;  William  M.  Harris,  D.S. 
Austin;  J.  Barcus  Moore,  D.S,  Corpus  Christi;  Ralph 
H.  Seller,  San  Antonio,  pastor  Travis  Park  UMC 
General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Tom  Reavley, 
Austin,  judge;  John  T.  King,  Austin,  president  Huston 
Tillotson  College;  Mrs.  John  Wilshusen,  Corpus 
Christi;  Tom  Wise,  Harlingen,  construction  business; 
Donald  J.  Hand,  San  Antonio,  attorney. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Jack 
D.  Heacock,  Austin,  pastor  First  UMC;  Dan  E. 
Solomon,  Corpus  Christi,  pastor  St.  Johns  UMC; 
George  M.  Ricker,  Austin,  pastor  University  UMC, 
John  R.  Gibbs,  San  Antonio,  pastor  St.  Marks  UMC; 
John  C.  Gilbert,  Harlingen,  pastor  First  UMC;  Elmer 
J.  Hlerholzer,  D.S.  McAllen;  James  L.  Mayfield,  Port 
Lavaca,  pastor  First  UMC. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  James  M 
Walker,  Seguin;  Mrs.  Tom  Gee,  Austin;  Mrs.  Leroy 
Grimes.  San  Antonio;  Mrs.  C.  M  Johnson,  Austin. 
Glenn  Lembke,  San  Antonio,  retired  businessman; 
Stanley  Bohmfalk,  M.  D.,  Weslaco;  E.  D.  "Ted" 
McDonald,  Harlingen,  businessman. 

Texas  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Houston,  pastor  St,  Luke's  UMC;  Charles  L. 
Allen,  Houston,  pastor  First  UMC;  John  Wesley  Hardt, 
Beaumont,  pastor  First  UMC;  Wallace  Shook,  D.S. 
Houston  South;  Robert  E.  Hayes  Sr.,  Marshall, 
President,  Wiley  College.  Keith  Kellow,  Houston, 
pastor  Bellalre  UMC;  Asbury  Lennox,  D.S.  Houston 
North;  Allen  M,  Mayes,  Evanston,  III.,  secretary. 
Board  of  Pensions;  Wayne  McCleskey,  Tyler,  pastor 
Marvin  UMC;  Elza  Love,  D.S.  Longview. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Ray  W.  Goen, 
M.D.,  Houston;  Woodrow  Seals,  Houston,  judge;  Mrs. 

C.  Morton,  Beaumont;  Joe  Bailey  Allen,  Longview; 
Mrs.  Lamar  Clark,  LaMarque;  Don  Strickland, 
Liberty;  Mrs  U.  S.  Gray,  Marshall,  retired 
missionary;  Moore  Decker,  Jacksonville;  Raymond 
Rhone,  Tyler,  conference  treasurer;  Mrs  Maurice 
Faubion.  Houston. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Jack 
Shoultz,  Houston,  pastor  Westbury  UMC;  W.  B. 
Randolph,  Houston,  pastor  Trinity  East  UMC;  James 
Heflin,  Baytown,  D.S.  Houston  East.  Rowland  Scales, 
Tyler,  pastor  Pollard  Memorial  UMC;  L.  C.  Orrlck, 
Houston,  pastor  St.  Philips  UMC;  James  Lee  Riley, 
Houston,  pastor  Falrhaven  UMC;  Leon  Matthis,  D.S. 
Texarkana;  Emmltt  Barrow,  Port  Arthur,  pastor 
Temple  UMC;  Kenneth  Lambert,  Nacogdoches 
Wesley  Foundation  director,  Stephen  F.  Austin 
University;  Harold  Fagan,  Pasadena,  pastor  First 
uAaC;  Hooper  Haygood,  Houston,  pastor  West 
University  UMC. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  James 
Roberts,  Orange,  civil  service  employee;  Mrs.  Mary 
Crawford,  Marshall,  professor  Wiley  College;  Jim  Bob 
Paxton,  Palestine,  attorney;  H.  David  Pope,  M  D„ 
Bryan;  Mrs.  Mary  McGrew,  Houston;  L.  A.  Hum¬ 
phrey,  Galveston,  real  estate;  Mrs.  C.  V.  Schmidt, 
Houston;  Sam  Bramlett,  Baytown,  accountant;  R.  G. 
Rice,  Houston,  business  executive;  Mrs,  Sylvia 
McKInstry,  Baytown,  Joe  D.  Hodges,  Houston,  civil 
service  employee. 

Little  Rock  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  George 
Wayne  Martin,  D.  S.  Arkadelphla,  J.  Edward  Dunlap. 

D.  S.  Little  Rock  chairman  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries;  Virgil  D.  Keeley,  D.  S.  Pine  Bluff;  Negail 
R.  Riley,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries'  staff- 
person. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  John  Blundell, 
Texarkana,  businessman;  Don  L.  Rlggln,  Little  Rock, 
foundation  executive  director;  R.  P.  Meredith, 
Crossed,  retired  business  executive;  Mrs.  Zenobla  P. 
Wafers,  Little  Rock,  professor. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy :  John  p. 
Miles,  Arkadelphla,  pastor  First  UMC;  John  F. 
Walker,  Smackover,  pastor  First  UMC;  Fred  H. 
Arnold,  Little  Rock,  pastor  Asbury  UMC;  James  E. 
Major,  Conway,  vice-president  Hendrix  College. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  layj  William 
M.  Shepherd,  Little  Rock,  retired  executive;  Mrs. 
Jennings  Shaw,  Magnolia,  retired  teacher;  Frank 
Thompson,  El  Dorado,  businessman;  Mrs.  E.  T. 
Davenport,  Little  Rock. 

North  Arkansas  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Joel  A. 
Cooper,  Fayetteville,  pastor  Central  UMC;  Earl  B. 
Carter,  North  Little  Rock,  pastor  First  UMC;  Charles 
McDonald,  D.S.  Paragould. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay  Miss  Mildred 
Osment,  Jonesboro,  teacher,  Homer  H.  Fulbright, 
Searcy,  salesperson;  Bob  Cheyne,  Bella  Vista,  public 
relations;  Mrs.  Hugh  Hardin,  Fort  Smith, 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy  Robert 

E.  L.  Bearden,  D.  S.  Conway;  Jim  Beal,  Newport, 
pastor  First  UMC;  Wayne  Jarvis,  pastor  Rector  UMC; 

J.  Ralph  Hillis,  D.  S.  Jonesboro;  Floyd  Vllllnes,  D.  s. 
Batesville. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Marvin 
Gaither,  Batesville,  sales  representative,  Gene  Brand, 
Walnut  Ridge,  bnaker;  Mrs.  Howard  Johnson,  Clinton, 
banker,  Mrs.  Wesley  Freem/^T  Helena;  M.  o. 
Deneke.  M.  0.,  West  /Memphis. 

Kansas  East  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Merwln 
Kurtz,  D.  S.  Ottawa;  Richard  Johnson,  D.  S.  Parsons,- 
Glen  Thompson,  D.  S.  Kansas  City;  Sharon  Howell, 
Topeka,  associate  program  director  conference 
council;  Clare  Hayes,  Topeka,  pastor  Countryside 
UMC. 


General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  John  Stumbo, 
Topeka,  attorney,  conference  lay  leader;  Floyd  Coff¬ 
man,  Ottawa,  ludge;  Fran  Manson,  Overland  Park; 
Curtis  Sides,  Altamont,  farmer;  Wesley  Wulfkuhle, 
Lecompton,  rancher. 

South  Central  jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Max 
Wright,  Topeka,  pastor  Highland  Park  UMC;  Pat 
Freeman,  Baldwin  City,  pastor  First  UMC;  Charles 
Bennett,  Manhattan,  pastor  First  UMC;  Fred  Ackman, 
Emporia,  D.  S.  Emporla-Manhattan;  Ray  Grant, 
Kansas  City,  urban  ministries'  coordinator. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Kathleen 
Bailey,  Lebo;  Hilda  Mcintosh,  Kansas  City;  Gladys 
Streeter,  Vassar,  state  government  employee;  Francis 
Sharp,  Horton,  staff  person  U.M.  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries,  Nashville;  Bill  Roy,  M.D.,  Topeka. 

Kansas  West  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Bruce  P. 
Blake.  Derby,  pastor  Woodlawn  UMC;  Clarence  J. 
Borger,  D.  S.  Wichita;  LeRoy  A.  Bott,  D.  S.  Hays; 
Donald  E.  Carper,  Wichita,  associate  director  Con¬ 
ference  Council;  Richard  B.  Wilke,  Wichita,  pastor 
First  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Marvin 
McReynolds,  Woodston;  Mrs.  Henry  L  Georg,  St. 
John;  Mrs.  Kenneth  Meier,  Newton;  Tom  Hartman, 
Wichita;  Avenell  R.  Elliott,  Wichita,  associate  director 
Conference  Council;  Walter  Mugler,  Wakefield. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Glenn 

E,  Matthew,  Topeka,  area  superintendent  of 
ministries;  Chester  L.  Osborn,  Wichita,  Conference 
Council  director;  Paul  Matthael,  Hutchinson,  pastor 
Trinity  UMC;  J.  Karl  Jones,  D.  S.  Concordia;  James 
H.  Iwig,  Newton,  pastor  Trinity  Heights  UMC;  Jack  D. 
Harris,  D.  S.  Winfield;  E.  Dale  Dunlap,  Kansas  City, 
professor,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  E.  Ceasus 
Tyree,  Wichita;  Harold  Totten,  Jewell,  farmer;  Mrs. 
Rodney  Swalm,  Dodge  City;  Neil  Mat  lack,  Burrton; 
Don  Matlack,  Wichita,  attorney;  Dr.  Charles  Olson, 
Sallna. 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy  W.  T.  Handy 
Jr.,  Nashville,  Methodist  Publishing  House  staff- 
person,-  Woodrow  Hearn,  Baton  Rouge,  pastor  First 
UMC;  Douglas  McGuire,  Baton  Rouge,  pastor 
Broadmoor  UMC;  Benedict  Galloway,  Shreveport, 
pastor  Noel  UMC;  Alfred  L.  Norris,  D.  S.  New  Orleans; 
D.  L.  Dykes  Jr.,  Shreveport,  pastqr  First  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton,  Jennings,  president  conference  UMW;  Mrs. 
Inez  W.  Chrlsentery,  Baton  Rouge,  staff  person  Con¬ 
ference  Council;  William  H.  Patrick  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge, 
professor  Louisiana  State  Unlv.;  L  Keith  Mason,  M. 
D.,  Shreveport;  William  Davis  Cotton,  Rayvllle,  at¬ 
torney;  J.  Robert  Kemmerly,  M.  D.,  Mlnden. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Clyde 
C.  Frazier,  D.  S.  Monroe;  Jack  Cooke,  Shreveport, 
pastor  Broadmoor  UMC;  Lea  Joyner,  Monroe,  pastor 
Southslde  UMC;  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  D.  S.  Lake  Charles; 
Edward  R.  Thomas,  D.  S.  Rust  on;  W.  D.  Boddle, 
Monroe;  pastor  First  UMC;  Ray  Branton,  Shreveport, 
director  conference  council. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Hubert 
Blanchard,  Sulphur,  insurance;  John  Tubb,  Plnevllle; 
G.  Leon  Netterville,  Baton  Rouge,  retired  president 
Southern  Unlv.;  Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan,  Baton 
Rouge;  Allen  L.  Brown,  New  Orleans;  Ms.  Vemlta 
Booker,  New  Orleans,  teacher;  Ms.  Donna  Hendryx, 
New  Iberia,  student. 

Missouri  East  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  John  W. 
Ward,  D.  S.,  St.  Louis  South;  Monk  Bryan,  Columbia, 
pastor,  Missouri  UMC;  Neil  L.  Stein,  Poplar  Bluff,  D. 

S.  Poplar  Bluff-Sikeston;  J.  C.  Montgomery  Jr., 
Mexico,  pastor,  member  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  Joint  Committee  on  Communications. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay;  Mrs.  Sidney  N. 
Held,  St.  Louis;  Miss  Nancy  McMullln,  Leadwood, 
conference  treasurer;  J.  Clinton  Hawkins,  St.  Louis, 
executive  director  Missouri  U.M.  Foundation,  Inc.; 
Mrs.  Ross  L.  Swofford,  Columbia. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  W. 
Cannon  Klnnard,  Ballwin,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  Director;  George  W.  Heslar,  Mexico,  D.  S. 
Cotumbia-Mexlco;  Jeff  R.  Marsh,  Cape  Girardeau,  D. 
S.  CapeGIrardeau-Farmlngton;  Robert  w.  Gordon,  St. 
Louis,  senior  pastor  Grace  UMC;  John  N.  Doggett,  Jr., 
St.  Louis,  pastor  Union  Memorial  UMC;  John  O. 
Gooch,  Glencoe,  pastor  Bethel  UMC. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Walter  T. 
Wllkenlng,  Columbia,  professor;  Carroll  Gerlg,  Flat 
River,  teacher;  Mrs.  John  A.  Gard,  Chesterfield,  dean 
of  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Mission,-  T.  Mark 
Adams,  Eldon;  Earl  F.  Wilson,  Hannibal,  vocational 
rehabilitation  administrator;  Mrs.  Ralph  Lasley,  St. 
Louis,  registrar,  Eden  Theological  Seminary. 

Missouri  West  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Louis  W. 
Schovsengerdt,  district  superintendent  (D.S.)  Kansas 
City  South;  George  Moore,  Carmer on, .pastor  Cameron 
UMC;  C.  J.  Gray,  D.  S.  Chillicothe;  George  E.  Poe, 
Kansas  City,  Council  on  Ministries  Director;  F.  Hauser 
Winter,  Kansas  City,  pastor  Broadway  UMC;  W. 
Carlton  Knight,  Kansas  City,  pastor  North  Cross  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Mrs.  William  J. 
Hampton,  Kansas  City,  educator;  Aubrey  B.  Speer, 
Kansas  City,  conference  treasurer;  Ralph  E.  Scott, 
Monett,  school  superintendent;  Mrs.  Robert  Higgins, 
Warrensburg,  E.  C.  Walker,  Maryville,  government 
worker;  Art  Main,  Kansas  City,  retired  businessman. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Tex  S. 
Sample,  Kansas  City,  professor;  Melvin  E.  West, 
Columbia,  Area  Director,  Creative  Ministries;  Marie 
Hyatt,  Garden  City,  pastor,  Garden  Clty-Crelghton 
UMC;  Lee  F.  Soxman,  Jr.  D.  S.  Kansas  City  North; 
Albert  F.  Muttl,  Kansas  City,  Associate  Conference 
Council  Director;  William  K.  McElvaney,  Kansas  City, 
President,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mrs. 
Robert  Black,  Burlington  Junction;  Joyce  Raye 
Patterson,  St.  Joseph,  executive  director,  Wesley- 
Cathollc-Presbyterlan  community  center;  Paul  O. 
Barker,  Springfield,  Insurance  agency;  Kenneth  A. 
McCall,  Kansas  City,  architect;  Kenneth  E.  York, 
Kansas  City,  food  company  employe;  Dwight  D. 
Kurth,  Kansas  City,  steel  company  executive. 
Nebraska  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Kenneth  W. 
Hicks,  Grand  Island,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Marvin  V. 
Herrick,  D.  S.  Grand  Island;  Emmett  T.  Streeter,  D.  S. 
Lincoln;  Alva  H.  Clark,  Omaha,  pastor  St.  Paul's 
UMC;  C.  Rex  Bevins,  Lincoln,  executive  director 
conference  council;  John  H.  Mlkkelson,  Columbus, 
pastor  First  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  G.  Alan  Dunlap, 
Milford,  banker;  Warren  K.  Urbom,  Lincoln,  judge; 
Norbert  Sukavaty,  Lincoln,  Insurance,  conference  lay 
leader;  Mrs.  Helen  Marie  Clark,  Eustls,  president 
conference  UMW;  Mrs.  Yvonne  Ferris,  Central  City; 
Robert  Harris,  Gerlng. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Lowen 
V.  Kruse,  Lincoln,  director  Conference  Council; 
Donald  J.  Nunnally,  D.  S.  McCook;  C.  Ebb  Munden, 
Lincoln,  pastor  First  UMC;  Nye  O.  Bond,  D.  S.  Omaha; 
Merle  A.  Zook,  D.  S.  Lincoln;  Richard  D.  Nesmith, 
Lincoln,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Clarence  J.  Forsberg, 
Lincoln,  pastor  St.  Paul's. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mrs. 
Eunice  Harrington,  Omaha,  member  Board  of  Global 
ministries;  Kendall  Schwab,  Lincoln,  engineer;  Jim 
Learning,  Palisade,  student;  A.  C.  Buffington,  Omaha, 
bank  president;  Mrs.  Roberta  Sugden,  Douglas;  John 
H.  Frey,  Lincoln,  foundation  executive  director;  Mrs. 
Mary  Jane  Stewart,  Lincoln. 

New  Mexico  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Harry 
Vanderpool,  Albuquerque,  pastor  Central  UMC; 
Bervln  Caswell,  D.  S.  Albuquerque. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Mrs.  Lucille 
Burkhalter,  El  Paso,  Christian  educator  Grace  UMC; 

F.  B.  "Henry"  Ford,  El  Paso. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Robert 
Templeton,  Jr.,  D.  S.  Carlsbad;  B.  C,  Goodwin,  Jr., 
Albuquerque,  conference  council  director;  Milton 
Chester,  Hobbs  pastor,  St.  Paul's;  M  Buren  Stewart, 
Albuquerque,  pastor  St.  John's  UMC. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Dr.  John 
Townsend,  Las  Cruces;  Ms.  Mildred  Buchlelter, 
AiDuquerque.  Maynard  Sanders,  Albuquerque;  Ms. 
Polly  Price,  Tucumcarl. 

Oklahoma  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  John  W. 
Russell,  D.  S.  Tulsa;  William  R.  Henry,  "Oklahoma 
City,  vice-president  Oklahoma  City  Unlv.;  J.  Clifton 
Sprouls,  D.  S,  Oklahoma  City;  Lloyd  A.  Peters, 
Stillwater,  pastor  First  UMC;  Merle  B.  Pulver,  D.  S. 
Bartlesville;  Lester  A.  Meyer,  D.  S.  Stillwater; 
Howard  L  Plowman,  Oklahoma  City,  director  con¬ 


ference  council;  William  B.  Oden,  Norman,  pastor  St. 
Stephens  UMC;  Irving  L.  Smith,  Oklahoma  City, 
pastor  St.  Luke's  UMC;  J.  Chess  Lovem,  Tulsa,  pastor 
Boston  Avenue  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Dolphus  Whitten 
Jr„  Oklahoma  City,  president  Oklahoma  City  Unlv;  L. 
T.  Hicks,  Blxby,  rancher,  conference  lay  leader;  Jim 
A.  Egan,  Muskogee,  retired  manufacturer;  Frank  W. 
Davis,  Guthrie,  ludge;  Tal  Oden,  Altus,  attorney;  Bob 
Carlisle,  Norman,  local  church  program  director; 
Mrs.  George  Metz  el,  Tulsa,  member  Board  of  Global 
Ministries;  Mrs.  Junius  Markham,  Tulsa,  president 
conference  UMW;  Theodore  L.  Agnew,  Stillwater, 
professor  Oklahoma  State  Unlv.;  Susie  English, 
Oklahoma  City,  student. 

Southcentral  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  David 
L.  Severe,  Tulsa,  pastor  Aldersgate  UMC;  R.  Jack 
Featherston,  Enid,  pastor  First  UMC;  Bonner  E. 
Teeter,  Oklahoma  City,  pastor  Nichols  Hills  UMC; 
Wayne  W.  Coffin,  Norman,  pastor  McFarlln  Memorial 
UMC;  William  I.  Smith  Jr.,  Ada,  pastor  First  UMC; 
Raymond  H.  Owen,  Tulsa,  pastor  New  Haven;  Glen  0. 
Miller,  pastor  Tahlequah  UMC;  J.  Jene  Miller, 
Oklahoma  City,  pastor  Llnwood  UMC;  R.  Fisher 
Blanton,  D.  S.  Enid;  Paul  D.  Bowles,  Ponca  City, 
pastor  St.  Pauls  UMC. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  S.  Covey 
Page,  Tulsa;  Lucille  V.  VanZant,  Wynnewood,  school 
librarian;  Ron  Gilbert,  Miami,  dentist;  Robert  R. 
Price,  Stillwater,  retired  professor  Oklahoma  State 
Unlv.;  Edwin  Fair,  M.  D.,  Ponca  City,  psychiatrist; 
Dale  Waymlre,  Madlll,  businessman;  Earl  D.  Mitchell 
Jr.,  Stillwater,  professor  Oklahoma  State  Unlv.; 
William  O.  Brown,  Tulsa,  retired  business  executive; 
Deborah  S.  Knight,  Oklahoma  City;  John  L.  Asbury, 
Hobart,  businessman. 

Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates  (non-voting),  clergy: 
Thomas  Roughface,  pastor  White  Eagle  UMC;  lay, 
Mrs.  Jo  Ann  Deere,  Muskogee,  president  conference 
UMW. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates  (non-voting): 
clergy:  Noah  Long,  associate  director  conference 
council;  lay,  Mrs.  Wanda  Lowe. 

Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Jose  Galindo, 
D.  S.,  McAllen.  Lay  delegate:  O.  O.  Garza  IV,  Alice, 
government  employee. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Roy 
Barton,  professor,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas. 
Lay:  Mike  Hernandez,  San  Antonio,  community  center 
director,  conference  lay  leader. 

Western  Jurisdiction 

Alaska  Missionary  Conference 

General  Conference  delegate,  clergy:  Robert  D. 
Bowers,  Anchorage,  pastor  Anchor  Park  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegate,  lay:  Mrs.  Danlta 
Trudeau,  Anchorage. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegate,  clergy:  Robert  D. 
Bowers,  Anchorage,  pastor  Anchor  Park  UMC. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegate,  lay:  Mrs.  Danlta 
Trudeau,  Anchorage. 

Calif  ornia-Nevada 
Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Clifford 
Droke,  pastor  Campbell  UMC;  Thomas  P.  Grlsson  Jr., 
D.S.  San  Jose,-  John  Moore,  Berkeley,  D.S.  Bay  View; 
Martha  Rowlett,  Palo  Alto,  pastor  First  UMC;  Arthur 
Thurman,  San  Francisco,  conference  council  director; 
Lloyd  Wake,  San  Francisco,  pastor  Glide  Memorial 
UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  J.  Melvin 
Brawn,  Sunnyvale,  electrical  engineer;  Mrs.  Kathryn 
Carroll,  Walnut  Creek;  Mrs.  Frances  Hernandez, 
Bakersfield,  mission  director,-  Miss  Kathy  LaPoint, 
Napa,  student;  Frank  Webber,  M.D.,  Sun  Mill  Valley, 
retired;  Mrs.  Gwendolyn  Williams,  Reno,  Nev.,  per¬ 
sonnel  technician. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Booker  T. 
Anderson,  Richmond,  executive  director  Joint 
Strategy  and  Action  Committee;  Jose  Barron,  Selma, 
pastor  St.  Paul's;  Johan  Chang,  San  Francisco, 
executive  director  National  Federation 
Aslan-Amerlcan  Methodists;  C.  Douglas  Hayward, 
Palo  Alto,  pastor  First  UMC;  Bernard  Mott,  Rich¬ 
mond,  pastor  El  Cerrito;  Harry  E.  Shaner,  San 
Francisco,  conference  treasurer;  Glenda  Thomas, 
Sacramento,  pastor  North  Sacramento  UMC. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  George  H. 
Atkinson,  South  San  Francisco;  president  construction 
company;  Mrs.  Molly  Cunningham,  Fortune ,-  Penny 
Doyle,  Sacramento,  student;  Mrs.  Jo  Taylor,  Modesto, 
director,  MASC;  Sydney  Snyder,  Campbell,  student; 
Don  Wlnne,  Carson  City,  Nev.,  attorney;  Mrs.  Shlzue 
Yashina,  Sunnyvale,  education  consultant. 

Southern  Califomia-Arizona  Annual 
Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy;  Richard  W. 
Cain,  Phoenix,  pastor  First  UMC;  Ellas  G.  Galvan, 
Van  Nuys,  D.S.  Santa  Barbara;  J.  Irwin  Trotter,  Los 
Angeles,  conference  council  director;  Thomas  K. 
Farley,  Tempe,  conference  council  staff  person; 
Richard  T.  Burdlne,  Brea,  pastor  Brea  UMC;  DeWane 
R.  Zimmerman,  D.S.  San  Diego;  Fred  H,  Coots,  Jr., 
Fullerton,  D.S.  Santa  Anna;  George  M.  Mann, 
Pasadena,  pastor  First  UMC;  Melvin  G.  Talbert, 
Nashville,  general  secretary,  Bd.  of  Dlscipleshlp;  N. 
Robert  Kesler,  D.S.  Long  Beach;  Phyllis  Tyler 
Wayman,  Norwalk,  Wesley  Foundation  director. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Marllynn 
Mabee,  Oxnard;  William  B.  Rollins,  Los  Angeles, 
conference  staff  person;  Becky  Kesler,  La  Mesa, 


student;  Jean  L.  Wickeft,  Laguana  Beach;  Beverly  J. 
Anderson,  Pasadena,  customer  accounts;  Pauline 
Bobbitt,  El  Monte,  Diane  Moats,  Los  Angeles,  ethnic 
planning  director;  Clifford  B.  Aguilar,  Long  Beach, 
director,  Spanlsh-Amer.  Institute;  Ronald  H.  Warner, 
Phoenix,  Interior  decorator;  Milton  K.  Asano, 
Honolulu,  medical  Insurance  programmer;  Mlcheal 
Lugo,  Tucson,  architect. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Peter  F. 
Chen,  New  York,  Board  of  Global  Ministries'  staff- 
person;  Donald  R.  Loc her,  Santa  Barbara,  pastor  First 
UMC;  Cornish  R.  Rogers,  Oxnard,  pastor  St.  Paul's 
UMC;  John  A.  Zimmer,  Long  Beach,  pastor  Los  Altos; 
Samuel  E.  Collett,  Chula  Vista,  pastor  First  UMC; 
James  K.  Sasaki,  Honolulu,  pastor  Harris  UMC; 
Robert  A.  Stanley,  D.S.  Tucson;  Robert  B.  Welrbach, 
D.S.  Riverside;  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  Nashville,  gen. 
sec.,  Bd.  of  Higher  Ed.  8.  Min.;  David  J.  Harada, 
Honolulu,  pastor  Kilohana  UMC;  George  Y 
Nishlkawa,  Los  Angeles,  D.S.  Los  Angeles;  Randall  C. 
Phillips,  Los  Angeles,  pastor  Wltshlre  UMC;  Robert 
Smith,  Los  Angeles,  pastor  Wesley  UMC. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Percy  Grum- 
beln,  Jr.,  La  Verne,  electronics  engineer;  Jane  Lind¬ 
sey,  Anaheim;  Don  Buhler,  Newport  Beach,  con¬ 
struction;  Lois  Hanna,  Ontario;  Lois  Seifert, 
Claremont,  Christian  educator;  JohnW.  Klrkman,  Los 
Angeles,  conference  treasurer;  Charles  W.  Choi,  San 
Marino,  consulting  engineer;  Robert  M.  Cutshall, 
Whittier,  Insurance  broker;  Bea  Crawford,  Tucson, 
secretary,  boc  keeper;  A.  L.  Temple,  Kailua,  Hawaii, 
public  administrator;  Becky  Haase,  Glendale;  David 

T.  Harshman,  Glendale,  Insurance  processor;  Mildred 
Hilts,  Long  Beach. 

Oregon-Idaho  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  William  0. 
Walker,  Corvallis,  Ore.,  pastor  First  UMC;  Tom 
Whitehead,  Boise,  D.  S.  Eastern;  Robert  w.  Burtner, 
Portland,  pastor  Rose  City  Park  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Erwin  Sch- 
welbert,  Caldwell,  Ida.,  assistant  to  president.  College 
of  Idaho;  Dorothy  Patch,  Salem,  Ore.,  retired  teacher; 
Jeannie  Stoppel,  Elmira,  Ore.,  administrative 
secretary,  chairperson  conference  council. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Alice 
Morrison,  associate  pastor  Gresham  (Ore.)  UMC;  C. 
Gene  Albertson,  Salem,  pastor  First  UMC;  H.  James 
Jenkins,  Idaho  Falls,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Dale 
Harris,  Bend,  Ore.,  pastor  First  UMC. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Don 
McGalllard,  Portland,  contractor;  Eleanor  Blair, 
Independence,  Ore.,  member  Board  of  Dlscipleshlp; 
Floyd  Hill,  LaGrande,  Ore.,  retired  professor,  con¬ 
ference  lay  leader;  Dorenne  Upplnghouse,  Portland, 
member  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Pacific  Northwest  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Melvin  M. 
Flnkbeiner,  Seattle,  pastor  University  Temple  UMC; 
Joe  A.  Harding,  Richland,  pastor  Central  UMC; 
Stanley  P.  DeParto,  Seattle,  pastor  Beacon  UMC; 
Norman  R.  Lawson,  Wenatchee,  D.S.  Columbia  River; 
Paul  J.  Beeman,  Olympian  pastor  First  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Elaine  J.i 
Woodworth,  Bellevue,  student;  Robert  W.  Steve, s, 
Seattle,  conference  treasurer;  Barbara  J.  Wilde, 
Seattle;  Carroll  W.  Krupke,  Reardon,  farmer;  Willard 
A.  Zellmer,  Davenport,  attorney. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Thomas  H. 
Albright,  Winlock,  pastor  Winlock-Pe-EII  UMC, 
William  F  Summerour,  Vancouver,  pastor  First 
UMC;  William  H.  Ritchey,  D.S.  Seattle;  William  D. 
Ellington,  pastor  Bothell  UMC;  Walter  A.  MacArthur, 
Tacoma,  D.S.  Tacoma. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Norma  C.  Eby, 
Auburn;  Aloha  M.  Wyckoff,  Seattle;  James  M. 
Dolllver,  Olympia,  admin,  asst,  to  the  Governor;  Ruth 
L.  Steach,  Richland;  Maxlmlnlo  Garcia,  Sunnyslde, 
retired  teacher. 

Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Harvey  H. 
Potthoff,  Denver,  professor;  Calvin  D.  McConnell, 
Boulder,  pastor  First  UMC;  Jameson  Jones,  Denver, 
president  lllff  School  of  Theology;  Jon  R.  Nieves, 
Denver,  pastor  Brentwood  UMC;  William  R.  Persons, 
Denver,  pastor  University  Park  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Paula  Johnston, 
Longmont;  Joyce  D.  Sohl,  Colorado  Springs;  Edward 
R.  Naylor,  Denver,  corporation  executive;  Ruth 
Robinson,  Denver,  nurse;  Rodney  D.  Anderson, 
Glenwood  Springs,  college  vice-president. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Harold  C. 
Knudsen,  D.S.  Denver  North;  Bruce  L.  Brauberger, 
Westminster,  pastor  Westminster  UMC;  James  L. 
Barber,  D.S.  Colorado  Springs;  Walter  J.  Bolgegraln, 
D.S.  Grand  Junction;  Delbert  C.  Paulson,  Ft.  Collins, 
pastor  First  UMC;  Margaret  E.  Scheve,  Denver, 
pastor  Merritt  UMC. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Romane  G. 
Moeller,  Colorado  Springs,  CPA;  Mary  E.  Takamine, 
Denver,  church  secretary;  Lindbergh  McGee,  Denver, 
school  vice-principal;  Marti  S.  Zimmerman,  North¬ 
glenn,  student;  Sherry  Spahr,  Ft.  Collins,  student; 
Velma  Huffman,  Sterling. 

Yellowstone  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegate,  clergy:  Herbert  A. 
Cles,  D.S.  Billings. 

General  Conference  delegate,  lay:  C.  B.  Nightingale, 
Miles  City,  Insurance  agent. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Hugh  S. 
Herbert,  Missoula,  D.S.  Missoula;  Allen  J.  Adams, 
Choteau,  pastor  Choteau  UMC. 

Western  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Ardilla  Mills, 
Billings;  Robert  McFarlane,  Billings,  Institutional 
representative, 

[Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates  to 
be  listed  next  week.] 


Help  a 


No,  we  didn’t  make  a  mistake;  John 
has  a  few  years  of  growing  to  do  before 
he  reaches  that  age  level.  But  the 

best  way  to  help  John  become  an 
emotionally  and  physically  healthy 
teenager  is  to  begin  right  now. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  children  John's 
age  are  being  helped  through  the 
United  Methodist  Child  Support  Program. 
This  means  food  and  medicine  for  some, 
a  home  and  education  for  others.  For 
each,  it  provides  the  knowledge  that 
someone  cares.  Without  this  ministry 
many  would  never  live  to  be  teen¬ 
agers.  In  this  and  60  other 
nations  your  church  is  at 
work,  substituting  for  your 
presence  with  the  same 
caring,  embracing  arms 
that  you  would  put 
around  hurting,  help¬ 
less  children.  Your 
gifts  help  teenagers, 
and  give  other 
youngsters  a  chance  to 
become  teenagers. 


UMCOR 


Apply  my  gift  of  $ 


to  the  project  checked: 
WORLD  DIVISION 

□  Support  is  provided  Ir 


Please  send  your 
gift  through  your 
local  church, 
annual  conference,  or  to: 

United  Methodist 
Child  Support 
Program  Rm.  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr., 
New  York,  N.  Y.  10027 


NATIONAL  DIV. 

□  Often  children  need  a  _ 

—  home,  and  right  away  Christian  boarding  homes 

U  We  support  a  child  Such  emergency  child  tor  child  victims  of  famine 

health  care  and  nutritional  shelter  is  provided  at  and  poverty.  Oelhi,  India 

aid  service.  West  Bank,  Henderson  Settlement.  #006l56-5-RB 

Jordon  Frakes.  Ky 

#630445-8  #773362-8 

Please  send  me  further  information  about _ 


The  United  Methodist  Child  Support  Program  is  a  pan  of  the  world  wide  ministry  of  the  Board  of  Global  M 
child  care  institutions  approved  as  Advance  Specials 
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more  than  1.3,000 
United  Methodist 
families 


nklinton  Centenary  Church 
th  work  at  Dulac 


Vacation  Bible  School  group  at  Dulac.  Ninety-six  Indian  children  attended 
sessions  led  by  Centenary  United  Methodist  work  team. 


Twenty-one  Centenary  United 
Methodist  Youth  and  adult  leaders  from 
Franklinton  spent  a  rewarding  .and 
successful  week  of  mission  at  the  Dulac 
Community  Center  during  August. 

The  Centenary  group  made  it  a  week  of 
fun  and  fellowship  for  the  children  at 
Dulac,  engaging  in  a  variety  of  activities. 
A  Vacation  Bible  School  was  among  the 
events.  A  total  of  96  children,  kin¬ 
dergarten  through  elementary  school 
attended  the  sessions.  Other  activities 
conducted  by  the  Centenary  work  group 
included  youth  activities  in  the  evening. 
While  at  Dulac,  the  visitors  took  af¬ 
ternoon  trips  to  the  Methodist  Children's 
Services  facility  at  Houma,  a  New 
Orleans  Saints  practice  session  at 


Thibodeaux,  the  beach  at  Grand  Isle,  and 
bowling  and  shopping  expeditions. 

Centenary  pastor  the  Rev.  B.  E.  Bond, 
reports  a  highly  successful  and  most 
enjoyable  week.  The  enthusiasm  with 
which  they  began  the  week  was  only 
exceeded  by  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
they  left.  In  addition  to  the  pastor,  the 
following  made  up  the  group:  Tim,  Jeff, 
Cookie  and  Theresa  Tageanett;  Karen 
and  Brad  Westmoreland;  Lynn  and  John 
Logan;  Elizabeth  James;  Donna  Wood; 
Lee  Bollinger;  Reid  Green;  Teresa 
Miller;  Ronald  Simmons;  Ginger  Vise; 
Mike  Todd;  Jewell  Tageant;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harvell  Pierce  and  Centenary 
Summer  Youth  Director  Welton  O.  Seal, 
Jr. 
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Thompson  UM  crowns  “Mrs.  Thompson 


Thompson  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  reports  a  "beautiful 
program  for  the  crowning  of  Mrs. 
Thompson  and  her  maids”  last  summer. 

Mrs.  Joyce  Williams  was  crowned 
queen  during  ceremonies  held  in  the 
church  sanctuary,  and  Miss  Deborah 
Pierre  received  the  second  honor.  Miss 
Sonia  Robinson  was  second  runner-up. 
The  program  was  sponsored  by  the 
Senior  Choir,  with  Mrs.  Catherine 
Augustine  spearheading  the  program. 
She  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Essie  Randolph 
and  Mrs.  Emelda  Foy.  A  total  of  $266  was. 
raised.  Pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev. 
Ix>uis  Augustine,  Jr. 


''Mrs.  Thompson"  wa _  _ 

gOxtiS&d-to  receive  her  honor.  Wearing 
the  crown  is  Mrs.  Joyce  Williams.  Run¬ 
ner-up  was  Miss  Deborah  Pierre. 


Seiver  Memorial  goes  “all  out” 
for  Methodist  Home  Hospital 


UMY  members  board  the  bus  which  took  them  on  their 
ist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 


mission"  to  the  Method- 


When  Sevier  Memorial  UM,  Ferriday, 
decided  to  sponsor  a  worthwhile  project 
for  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans,  it  was  designated  a  project  of 
the  United  Methodist  Youth.  However, 
the  entire  church  ‘‘got  into  the  act”  by 
helping  to  provide  the  supplies  and 
equipment,  and  by  raising  the  money  to 
help  the  youth  defray  their  expenses. 

Nineteen  members  of  the  UMY,  six 
adults  and  two  small  children  made  the 
bus  trip  to  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  the  equipment  and  supplies. 
Included  were  such  items  as  sheets, 
soap,  tooth  brushes,  other  toilet  articles, 
school  supplies,  toys,  tricycles,  etc.  All  of 
these  items  had  been  gathered  through 
the  generosity  of  Sevier's  members  and 
residents  of  the  Ferriday  community 
who  gave  both  goods  and  redeemable 
trading  stamps.  The  youth  collected 
much  of  the  supplies. 

Men  of  the  church  held  a  chicken 
barbecue  lunch  and  supper  to  raise 
money  to  help  out  with  the  expenses. 

The  supplies  and  gifts  were  delivered 
by  the  Sevier  youth  to  the  Home  in  New 
Orleans  on  August  1.  But  just  giving  the 
gifts  did  not  end  the  visit.  The  Ferriday 
group  divided  into  three  groups,  with 
each  group  spending  time  with  different 
age  groups  at  the  Home,  ranging  from 
ages  two  to  14.  The  love  of  the  church 
group  was  extended  through  this  per¬ 
sonal  manner. 

The  Rev,  B.  J.  Champion,  pastor,  and 
Mrs.  Champion  of  Sevier  Memorial 
accompanied  the  youth  on  the  trip.  Other 


adults  who  also  went  were:  “Butch”  and 
Lydia  Wilson:  Kaaren  Clifton;  and  Kay 
Watson.  UMY  counsellors  at  Sevier 
.Church  are  Lydia  Wilson  and  Kay 
Watson,  who  help  to  implement  a  strong 
program,  revolving  around  service. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Permit  us  to  share  with  you  three  or  four  experiences  of  our  trip  to  Southeast 
Asia;  these  will  not  be  forgotten. 

One  interesting  experience  was  a  luncheon  occasion  at  Iban  longhouse 
downriver  in  Sarawak.  We  dined  sitting  cross-legged  on  straw  rattan  mats 
placed  on  the  floor.  Several  of  us  were  guests  of  the  man  and  his  wife,  who 
respectively  were  lay  leader  and  president  of  the  W.S.C.S.  (not  U.M.W.  in 
Sarawak)  of  the  nearby  Methodist  Chapel  Hanging  from  the  rafters  not  far 
away  was  a  wire  basket  with  eleven  human  skulls,  old  trophies,  reminiscent  of 
the  days  before  Christ  was  received  by  these  people.  We  had  a  fine  prayer  time, 
good  conversation,  and  a  sumptuous  meal,  everyone  using  finger-dipping  in  the 
various  delectables  placed  before  us.  At  the  close  the  lady  rose  and  in  a  gesture 
of  great  generosity,  took  a  hand-carved  wooden  shield  from  the  wall  and  gave  it 
to  us.  We  could  not  refuse  the  magnificent  gift,  and  it  meant  much  to  her  to  give 
it.  We  will  always  remember  her  graciousness  and  the  deep  spiritual  feeling 
behind  it. 

In  Bali  Mrs.  Crutchfield  and  I  had  the  privilege  of  developing  a  friendship 
with  a  young  man  who  had  graduated  from  a  local  school  with  a  major  in 
English  and  literature.  He  told  us  that  soon  he  was  to  be  married,  to  which  news 
we  responded,  “Maybe  we  can  send  you  a  small  wedding  gift  from  the  States. 
What  would  you  like  to  have?”  To  this  he  quickly  and  seriously  replied,  “Send 
an  encyclopedia.  We  want  to  know  more  about  the  world.”  That  young  Balinese 
made  the  thirst  for  learning  visible  that  day.  We  will  send  the  encyclopedia. 

On  the  day  before  the  celebration  of  National  Independence  Anniversary  in 
Singapore,  we  were  invited  to  festivities  at  an  Anglo-Chinese  school,  a  powerful 
institution  of  5600  students,  founded  many  years  ago  by  the  Methodists. 
Everyone  had  come  to  the  school’s  festival  observance,  something  not  unlike 
our  Fourth  of  July  celebration.  Indeed  one  national  cabinet  member  was 
present,  along  with  Bishop  Doraisamy.  faculty,  staff,  parents,  hundreds  of 
students,  and  others.  Eight  hundred  children,  representing  the  Boys'  Brigade, 
etc.,  lined  up  for  the  big  parade  around  the  football  (soccer)  field,  to  come  by 
the  reviewing  stand  where  we  were  seated.  One  of  the  four  bands,  clad  in 
Scottish  tartan  (they’ll  never  shake  their  British  years)  started  its  music,  and 
the  martial  marching  tune  seemed  familiar.  Indeed  it  was.  The  first  number 
was  "Amazing  Grace”  and  the  second  was  “When  the  Saints  Go  Marching  In.” 
We  were  told  later  that  these  were  popular  among  the  students,  and  we  said  that 
they  were  popular  with  us  also,  but  I  never  heard  those  tunes  to  that  beat  and 
tempo.  Incidentally,  the  bands  were  excellent,  and  at  the  reception  following 
the  parade,  one  serious  little  student  did  his  best  to  educate  me  thoroughly  on 
the  metric  system 

A  final  memory :  One  night  a  high  government  official  in  West  Malaysia  gave 
a  dinner  to  which  he  invited  a  number  of  guests  from  circles  of  church  and 
state.  After  the  dinner  we  sat  on  the  verandah  where  good  conversation  was  in 
order.  One  of  the  officials  said  quietly,  “Five  years  ago  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  this  party  here,  because  the  Communist  terrorists  were 
everywhere,  and  no  one  was  safe.  All  such  gatherings  as  this  were  subject  to 
extreme  danger,  but  tonight  we  have  dined  in  safety."  “You  see,”  he  said, 
“during  the  Vietnam  war  we  did  our  work  here  strengthening  our  economy, 
revising  our  program,  and  eliminating  Communism.  During  that  period  we 
prepared,  for  we  knew  we  might  be  next.  It  is  true  that  involvement  in  the 
Vietnam  war  was  not  popular,  but  it  gave  us  the  time  we  needed.  If  ever  you 
Americans  doubt  the  worth  of  your  participation,  do  remember  that  it  probably 
saved  our  country  here,  though  today  we  do  not  like  to  face  up  to  that.  Tell  your 
people  we  are  grateful  they  interrupted  the  Communists’  time  table;  one  day 
maybe  we’ll  all  be  grateful.” 

There  are  people  all  over  the  world  w.  l'ave  hopes,  hurts,  joys,  sorrows, 
faith  struggles  like  our  own.  The  sooner  wi  realize  we’re  one  family,  the 


better. 


Faithfully, 

^4^ 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Christian  Education  Week 
starts  September  28 


By  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER,  SR. 

Chairman, 

Committee  on  Education 

Christian  Education  Week  is  drawing 
near.  It  will  be  observed  throughout  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  beginning 
September  28  and  continuing  through 
October  4. 

I  am  appealing  to  all  pastors,  District 
Coordinators  of  Christian  Education  and 
local  church  coordinators  in  Christian 
Education  to  make  plans  for  the  ob¬ 
servance  in  your  local  setting. 

Remember  to  receive  a  special  of- 


Information  about  your  newspaper 


Even  though  it  may  sound  redundant, 
we  want  to  say  it  again:  thank  you  for 
sending  us  news  of  your  churches,  your 
members,  your  activities.  This  is  your 
newspaper,  and  we  strive  to  be 
representative  of  the  entire  Conference 
and  the  many  and  varied  interests  that 
are  so  peculiarly  and  so  wonderfully 
United  Methodist! 

When  sending  photographs,  we  remind 
you  that  black  and  white  reproduce  much 
better  than  color.  Also,  if  you  can 
possibly  include  your  picture  story  in  just 
one  picture,  this^will  be  helpful.  We  en- 


Oak  Grove  experiences  “Christ  Alive  In  ’75” 


Oak  Grove  UM  Church  stepped  up  its 
evangelistic  effort  with  a  special  event 
this  summer:  “Christ  Alive  In  '75." 
Conference  Evangelist  "Andy”  Foreman 
led  the  preaching,  and  according  to  the 
Pastor,  the  Rev.  Brady  Forman,  all  who 
participated  experienced  “.  .  warmth 
and  unity.” 

The  five-day  event  explored 
evangelism  in  depth,  using  many  ap¬ 
propriate  avenues  of  evangelistic  effort. 
Informal  morning  coffees  were  held  in 
homes,  giving  the  opportunity  for 
discussion  about  church  and  community. 
Singing  was  joyful,  and  much  credit  for 
the  success  of  the  week  was  given  to  the 
faithful  prayers  undergirding  the  entire 
program. 

An  “afterglow"  session  during  the 
services  helped  people  to  meet,  visit  and 
renew  acquaintances  in  an  enthusiastic 
way.  sharing  the  inspiration  of  the 
worship  services.  The  Evangelist  Rev. 
Foreman  and  Brady  Forman,  pastor, 
visited  among  members. 

Many  plans  for  further  involvement  in 
ministry  grew  out  of  the  evangelism 
week. 


Oak  Grove's  Re¬ 
vival  Committee 
(top)  are.  from  left, 
seated:  Linda  De- 
Loach,  Iris  Guil¬ 
lory,  Bertha  Mc- 
Neal,  Cortez  Fu¬ 
qua.  Ollie  McNeat, 

Juanita  Hines; 
standing  -  M.  C.  Mc- 
Neal,  Jr.,  Ira  Fu¬ 
qua,  Rev.  Andy 
Foreman,  Richard 
Guillory  (chair¬ 
man),  Brady  For¬ 
man,  Tommy 
Deloach,  Jr.  B.  Ry- 
land,  Errol  Ay- 
mond.  (Committee 
members  May  &y- 
mond  and  Ovada 
Sayes  were  absent 
when  the  photo¬ 
graph  was  taken.) 

Bottom  photo 

shows  part  of  the  MYF  group  who  made  the  theme  banner  in  Vacation  Church 
School.  The  banner  was  used  in  the  evangelistic  meetings.  Left  to  right  -  Sherry 
Hayes,  Melissa  Wiley,  Bridget  Hayes,  Melanie  Ay  mond,  and  Darlene  Hayes. 


St.  Paul’s,  Monroe,  youth 
have  mountain  T.O.P.  experience 

0  Aik 


This  group  of  youth  and  adult  workers 
of  St.  Paul’s  UM  Church,  Monroe  are 
shown  prior  to  departure  for  a  sum¬ 
mertime  Youth  Mission  Project: 
“MOUNTAIN  T  O  P  ".  The  initials  are 
for  “Tennessee  Outreach  Program,”  a 
work  camp  type  experience,  which  took 
place  in  Grundy  County,  Tennessee  in  the 
lower  Appalachians. 

More  than  100  youth  and  adults  spent  a 
week  in  August  working  to  help  meet  the 
needs  of  individuals  and  families  in  the 
area  surrounding  the  United  Methodist 


Assembly  Grounds  at  Beersheba 
Springs,  Tenn.  The  St.  Paul’s  group  was 
one  of  only  two  from  outside  the  state  of 
Tennessee  who  were  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  They  accepted  the  challenge 
because,  according  to  a  spokesman  from 
the  church.  "...  they  wanted  to  involve 
themselves  in  this  kind  of  project  to  learn 
how  to  meet  needs  more  effectively  in 
their  own  community.”  Rita  Ellison 
Crowell  is  Director  of  Christian 
Education  at  St.  Paul’s 


September  is  “Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes  Month”  in  our  conference 


September  is  traditionally  “Retired 
Ministers’  Homes  Month”  in  our 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  according  to 
the  Rev.  James  L.  Adams,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  the  “.  .  .  need  is 
really  great,  because  we  are  having  to 
say  .  .  .  we  have  no  home  available  for 
the  first  time  and  it  really  hurts.” 

Loyal  church  members  can  help  to 
ease  this  “hurt"  by  contributing  to  this 
Conference  project  at  any  time,  but 
especially  on  Sunday,  September  21, 
which,  in  conjunction  with  Ministry 
Sunday,  has  been  designated  “Retired 
Ministers’  Homes  Sunday.” 

The  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board  of 
The  Louisiana  Conference  was  organized 
in  1953.  In  1956  the  first  home  was  built. 
Today  there  are  18  homes  and  one  six- 
unit  apartment  During  the  past  year, 
three  homes  have  been  added,  on  a  50/  50 
basis  with  Rayville  UM  Church;  a 
donation  of  a  home  from  First  UM,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  a  donation  of  a  home  from 
the  Shreveport  District. 

Requests  for  homes  far  exceed  the 
funds  available,  according  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  and  in  1975  the  goal  of 


$60,000  has  been  set,  as  in  previous  years 
This  will  build  two  homes  each  year,  it  is 
projected. 

Locations  of  the  facilities  are  as 
follows:  two  homes  in  the  Alexandria 
District;  two  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  two  in  the  Lafayette  District: 
three.  Monroe  District;  one,  New 
Orleans  District:  three  homes,  a  duplex 
and  six  apartments  in  the  Ruston 
District;  and  four  homes  in  the  Shreve¬ 
port  District.  Lake  Charles  District  owns 
undeveloped  lots. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  has  said  of  the 
Retired  Ministers’  Homes:  “There  is  no 
lovelier  or  more  personal  gift  than  that  of 
providing  for  those  who  have  rendered 
signal  service  through  the  years,  and 
who  now  have  earned  a  blessed  and 
dignified  retirement.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  has  expressed  its  conscience 
and  its  faith,  as  well  as  its  love,  for  the 
ministers  of  the  gospel  and  their  spouses, 
by  seeking  to  provide  as  many  Retired 
Ministers'  Homes  as  possible.  I  hope  you 
will  join  in  this  Conference  effort  to 
provide  even  more  facilities  for  this  very 
important  and  gracious  program  " 


Lake  Charles  District  COM  retreat 


fering  on  Christian  Education  Sunday 
and  send  it  to  the  Conference  Treasurer, 
specified  for  "Christian  Education.”  The 
offering  is  most  important  and  very 
much  needed  to  help  us  fulfill  the 
responsibilities  as  they  pertain  to  the 
various  Laboratory  Schools  which  have 
been  scheduled.  We  need  the  support  so 
very  much,  and  trust  every  church  in  our 
Conference  will  emphasize  this  need,  and 
send  us  your  contribution. 

Envelopes  for  the  special  offering  are 
being  sent  to  all  pastors  from  our  Council 
on  Ministries  office. 


deavor  to  keep  a  balance,  and  give  every 
"correspondent"  a  share  of  space.  If  you 
have  sent  news  and/  or  a  picture  and  it 
has  not  appeared,  please  do  not  be 
discouraged  ,  we  will  see  that  it  is  run. 

And  a  final  reminder  to  our  Campers: 
if  you  have  not  sent  in  your  camping 
pictures,  please  do  so  within  the  next  two 
weeks,  so  that  we  can  put  the  camping 
edition  together. 

Again,  our  thanks  for  helping  to  make 
your  paper  the  best  paper. 

—The  Editors 


Lake  Charles  District  COM  held  a  planning  retreat  recently,  becoming  familiar 
with  the  planning  process  and  developing  priorities  for  1976  and  1977.  While  the 
major  emphasis  for  1976  will  undergird  the  Conference  priority  on  Hunger,  other 
programs  to  be  sponsored  by  the  Council  will  be  a  Youth  Rally,  Worskhop  on  Caring. 
Retreat  for  Ministers  and  Spouses,  Seminar  on  Methodist  Heritage.  Bi-Centennial 
Celebration,  Public  Education  Seminar,  and  a  Family  Life-Marriage  Retreat.  The 
photograph  shows,  from  left,  participants  Mrs.  Heaton  Crammer,  Ray  Branton.  and 
Moses  Jackson. 

The  Daisy  grew  big  in  one  short  year 


"The  Daisy"  has  grown  beyond  all 
expectations  in  just  one  year.  Not  a 
flower,  but  a  thrift  shop,  the  little  seed 
that  was  planted  by  a  group  of  women  at 
Slidell's  First  UM  Church,  has  taken 
root,  flowered  and  spread  into  a  com¬ 
munity  project  that  is  recognized 
throughout  the  town. 

Conceived  as  a  project  to  help  disad¬ 
vantaged  families,  and  headed  by  Mrs 
Billy  (Nancy)  Tew,  the  thrift  shop  was 
started  with  a  loan  of  $250.  “We  never 
intended  to  make  money,”  says  Nancy, 
“we  just  wanted  to  be  of  service  to 
families  who  found  it  difficult  to  find 
clothing  that  was  reasonably  priced.” 

For  almost  a  year  “The  Daisy"  oc¬ 
cupied  space  in  the  end  of  a  feed  store.  In 
that  year,  the  little  shop  on  Front  Street 

Helping  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  "Daisy" 

Birthday  Party " 
were,  from  left: 

Troy  Welch,  Madie 
Baulch,  • Nancy 
Tew,  Barbara  Job- 
son,  Jerri  Krzy- 
mowski.  Rev.  Phil 
Woodland  (pastor), 
and  Mary  Massa- 
ker,  all  Board 
members.  (Jean¬ 
ette  Thornton,  an¬ 
other  Board  mem¬ 
ber,  was  unable  to 
be  present.) 


not  only  fulfilled  its  purpose  ol  providing 
for  the  disadvantaged,  it  also  paid  back 
its  loan  and  has  had  a  “little  extra"  to 
donate  to  worthy  community  projects. 
The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  shop 
maintains  the  position  that  this  is  a 
service  for  the  community,  and  any 
benefits  derived  will  be  given  to  the 
community  and  persons  within  it  who  are 
in  need. 

Recently  “The  Daisy’’  found  it 
necessary  to  occupy  enlarged  quarters, 
and  an  attractive  half  of  a  duplex  was 
found.  On  the  occasion  of  its  first  year  of 
operation,  some  of  the  group  held  a  birth¬ 
day  party,  complete  with  cake.  The  shop 
is  staffed  entirely  by  volunteers,  and  is 
open  from  9:30  A  M.  to  12:30  PM.  on 
Thursdays,  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 
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The  management  of  church  funds  4 Evangelical ’  -  ‘ liberal ’  debate 

What  does  it  mean  for  a  general  church  The  Board  of  Discipleship’s  massive  C 7 


What  does  it  mean  for  a  general  church 
agency  to  run  up  a  deficit  exceeding  $1 
million?  That’s  what  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Discipleship  did  during  1974  (see  stories 
elsewhere  in  this  issue) . 

In  a  connectional  church  such  as  the 
UMC  it  may  not  mean  financial  disaster. 
With  funds  available  in  reserve  accounts 
for  such  emergencies,  it  may  not  even 
mean  noticeable  hardship  for  the 
church’s  program. 

On  the  balance  sheets,  a  new  year’s 
worth  of  black  ink  will  go  a  long  way 
toward  erasing  all  memory  of  the  red  ink 
of  1974.  It  can  be  absorbed. 

So.  does  a  $1  million  deficit  really  mean 
anything?  It  means  minimally  that  one  of 
our  church’s  boards  has  spent  con¬ 
siderably  more  than  it  was  authorized  to 
spend.  Members  of  our  churches  are 
annually  asked  to  pledge  and  contribute 
generously  to  the  church’s  work.  Those 
who  contribute  have  every  right  to  ex¬ 
pect  that  their  funds  will  be  managed  and 
spent  wisely  at  the  local,  district,  con¬ 
ference  and  national  levels.  Indications 
that  funds  are  mismanaged,  for 
whatever  reasons,  can  only  be  in¬ 
terpreted  as  a  breach  of  trust. 


The  Board  of  Discipleship’s  massive 
failure  to  live  within  its  1974  budget  not 
only  destroys  confidence  in  that  board;  it 
also  serves  to  make  fund-raising  more 
difficult  for  all  of  the  church’s  general 
programs.  An  incident  such  as  this  feeds 
mistrust  and  seems  to  confirm  the 
prejudices  of  some  members  who  see  all 
national  church  agencies  as  poor 
stewards  of  the  church’s  money.  While  in 
fact  most  church  agencies  are  exceeding¬ 
ly  careful  in  managing  the  funds 
entrusted  to  them. 

Now  is  not  the  time  for  a  witch-hunt  in 
the  Board  of  Discipleship.  Now  is  the 
time  for  honest  soul-searching  by  that 
board’s  members  about  what  went 
wrong,  and  an  open  discussion  of 
preventative  measures  which  will  avoid 
any  such  deficit  in  the  future. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  its  October 
meeting,  the  Board  of  Discipleship  will 
make  just  such  an  examination  of  itself 
-  not  to  search  for  scapegoats,  but  to 
recognize  before  the .  church  the 
seriousness  of  what  happened  in  1974, 
and  to  assure  the  church’s  membership 
that  future  funds  will  be  managed  and 
spent  wisely. 


Who  may  use  ‘Methodist’  name? 


Who  is  entitled  to  use  the  name 
‘Methodist”? 

This  is  the  underlying  question  in  the 
debate  about  the  weekly  radio  program 
called  “Methodist  Hour’’  (see  stories 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  program  is  operated  by  an  in¬ 
dependent  agency  headed  by  the  Rev. 
Herbert  Bowdoin,  an  approved 
evangelist  under  special  appointment  in 
the  UMC’s  Florida  Annual  Conference. 
The  program  itself  is  neither  sponsored 
nor  endorsed  by  any  UMC  agency  or 
conference,  nor  is  it  accountable  to  any 
United  Methodist  body.  Yet  is  utilizes  the 
name.  “Methodist  Hour.” 

Critics  of  “Methodist  Hour,"  while 
conceding  that  the  program  is  meeting 
some  otherwise  unmet  needs,  maintain 
that  the  denomination’s  name  is  being 
misused  —  so  as  to  give  listeners  the 
false  impression  that  the  program  is 
officially  sponsored  by  some  part  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Defenders  of  “Methodist  Hour’’ 
maintain  that  any  confusion  which  may 
be  caused  is  far  outweighed  by  the 
positive  benefits  that  “Methodist 
Hour’s"  outreach  provides  the  church. 
And.  they  say,  “Methodist  Hour"  is 
Methodist-oriented  to  a  great  degree 
since  its  chief  spokesman  is  a  United 
Methodist  minister  in  good  standing.  And 
much  of  the  program's  support  comes 
from  United  Methodist  ministers, 
laypersons  and  local  churches. 

Feeling  runs  high,  and  the  opinions  of 
persons  on  both  sides  of  the  issue  are 
persuasive. 

We  doubt  that  there  would  be  such  a 
stir  if  “Methodist  Hour"  had  remained  a 
small,  independent  ministry  in  Florida, 
rather  than  developing  to  broadcast  on 
250  stations  in  44  states.  So  much  success 
in  so  short  a  time  appears  to  make  it  self- 
evident  that  “Methodist  Hour’’  is 


“meeting  needs.  ” 

Some  contend  that  “Methodist  Hour" 
detracts  from  radio  programs  officially 
sponsored  by  the  UMC,  such  as  the 
Methodist  Series  of  "The  Protestant 
Hour."  We  consider  that  logic  faulty.  The 
church  is  making  so  little  significant  use 
of  the  public  media  that  there  is  plenty  of 
room  for  the  "Protestant  Hour”  and  ei¬ 
ther  one  "Methodist  Hour”  or  a  hundred 
“Methodist  Hours"  originating  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  country  and  beamed 
elsewhere. 

In  reviewing  "Methodist  Hour’s"  mode 
of  operation,  we  found  some  of  its  fund¬ 
raising  methods  vulnerable  to  criticism; 
likewise  its  system  of  accountability, 
which  includes  Mr.  Bowdoin  serving  as  a 
member  of  his  own  Board  of  Directors. 
But  we  could  find  no  evidence  that  Mr. 
Bowdoin  gives  anything  but  full-time 
effort  to  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  a 
Christian  evangelist  under  appointment 
of  a  bishop,  and  with  approval  of  his 
annual  conference. 

Jesus’  disciples  once  said:  ‘  Master, 
we  saw  a  man  casting  out  demons  in  your 
name,  and  we  forbade  him,  because  he 
does  not  follow  with  us."  But  Jesus  an¬ 
swered,  “Do  not  forbid  him ;  for  he  that  is 
not  against  you  is  for  you.”  We  believe 
this  admonition  may  well  apply  to  the 
relationship  of  "Methodist  Hour"  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Further,  as  we  interpret  the 
“Discipline,"  Mr.  Bowdoin’s  status  as  an 
approved  evangelist  provides  him  with 
the  right  to  use  the  name  Methodist  in 
relation  to  his  ministry  —  radio  or 
otherwise  —  so  long  as  he  makes  clear 
that  he  does  not  speak  as  an  official  voice 
for  United  Methodism.  Should  that  right 
be  abused  by  Mr.  Bowdoin  or  any  other 
conference  evangelist,  his  bishop  may 
revoke  his  appointment  and/  or  his 
conference  may  rescind  its  approval. 


To  the  Editor  : 

With  reference  to  Claude  Peeler’s 
“Here  1  Stand"  comments  on  United 
Methodist  seminaries  (TM/  UMR, 
August  29):  The  United  Methodist 
"Discipline"  (par.  70)  gives  four  "main 
sources  and  guidelines  for  Christian 
theology:  Scripture,  tradition,  ex¬ 
perience  and  reason."  I  believe  an 
examination  of  John  Wesley’s  own 
theological  method  will  show  that  he 
generally  tested  doctrines  which  he 
found  in  the  scriptures  by  these  other 
three  sources. 

At  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  where 
my  husband  and  I  are  students,  I  have 
found  these  four  sources  emphasized, 
with  scripture  generally  placed  first 
(where  I  feel  it  belongs).  Furthermore, 
within  the  experience  of  a  genuine 
Christian  community,  we  are  helped  to 
become  the  types  of  persons  who  will 
preach  the  Word  of  God  with  our  lives  as 
well  as  with  our  lips. 

Although  my  husband  and  I  are  more 
conservative  on  basic  theological  doc¬ 
trines  than  many  of  our  professors  and 
fellow  students,  we  have  found  no 
pressure  to  change  our  beliefs. 

Finally,  I  do  not  find  any  of  the  faculty 
or  students  “more  interested  in  the  latest 
philosophical  babblings  than  building  a 
faith  founded  on  His  Word."  Building  and 
proclaiming  such  a  faith  has  been  what 
our  experience  at  St.  Paul  is  all  about. 

I  am  working  on  my  second  degree  at 
St.  Paul;  I  received  my  M.R.E.  there 
several  years  ago  and  found  out  on  the 
job  that  I  had  been  prepared  well  by  my 
work  at  St.  Paul.  1  expect  my  M.  Div. 
work  to  be  similarly  helpful.  I  can’t 
speak  for  other  seminaries,  but  I  feel  that 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  St.  Paul!’ 

Judith  L.  Woodward 

Cowgill,  Missouri 

We  should  appeal  to 
intellect,  not  emotion 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  read  and  re-read  Claude  Peeler’s 
contribution  to  “Here  I  Stand" 
(TM/  UMR,  Aug.  29),  I  cannot  but 
wonder  if  his  strategy  of  belligerency  and 
name-calling  as  directed  against  liberal- 
minded  individuals  and  seminaries,  can 
be  of  any  possible  service  to  anyone, 
including  the  fundamentalist  cause  that 
he  represents.  In  our  time  there  surely  is 
room  for  theological  differences  of 
opinion  concerning  both  the  Bible  as  the 
exclusive  "Word  of  God,"  and  the  effect 
on  society  of  teaching  the  "Word”  in  a 
supernatural  construction.  Surely 
scholars  of  stature  can  be  appealed  to  by 
adherents  to  both  sides  of  the  issue.  But 
Mr.  Peeler  does  not  address  himself  to 
thoughtful  dialogue;  rather,  he  seems  to 
take  delight  in  vindictive  recriminations. 
I  will  mention  just  a  few. 

(1)  The  liberal  seminary,  he  says, 
“closes  its  ears  to  the  cry  of  the  people 
who  pay  its  bills,  and  goes  on  tearing  up 
instead  of  planting  ;  is  more  interested  in 
the  latest  philosophical  babblings  than 
building  a  faith  founded  on  His  Word." 

This  contumely  cries  for  dialogue.  Who 
pays  the  bills?  There  may  be  those  who 


‘Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites’ 
He  also  divides 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Dr.  Robert  McAfee 
Brown,  professor  of  Religious  Studies  at 
Stanford  University,  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  at  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
Assembly  in  Nairobi.  Kenya  this  fall. 
Considered  by  many  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  religious  gatherings  of  the 
decade,  the  Assembly’s  theme  will  be 
“Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites."  Dr. 
Brown  provided  the  following  advance 
reflections  on  the  theme  for  member- 
publications  of  the  Associated  Church 
Press.  TM/  UMR  Editor  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnani  III  will  urovide  readers  with  on- 
the-spot  coverage  of  the  Assembly. 

By  ROBERT  McAFEE  BROWN 
Christians  from  all  over  the  world  will 
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gather  in  Nairobi,  Kenya  on  November  23 
at  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  There  they  will 
consider  the  theme  "Jesus  Christ  Frees 
and  Unites."  To  the  outsider,  the  theme 
probably  sounds  predictable,  tame  and 
irrelevant,  a  bit  of  in-house  shoring  up  by 
Christians  who  want  to  bolster  their 
sagging  impact  on  the  world  and  on  each 
other. 

In  fact,  however,  the  consequences  of 
the  theme  are  unpredictable,  volatile  and 
frighteningly  relevant,  particularly  if  we 
stress  an  implication  of  the  theme  that  is 
thus  far  implicit  rather  than  explicit.  For 
the  crucial  word  in  the  Nairobi  theme  is  a 
missing  word,  and  it  is  around  that 
missing  word  that  the  important 
discussion  must  take  place. 

The  assembly  theme  states  that  “Jesus 
Christ  frees  .  .  ."  In  a  world  in  bondage, 
the  word  of  liberation  is  crucial. 

The  theme  also  states  that  "Jesus 
Christ... unites.”  In  a  world  of  deep  divi¬ 
sion,  the  word  of  unity  is  likewise  crucial. 

The  theme  does  not  state  that  Jesus 
Christ  divides.  This  is  the  missing  word.  1 
see  no  way  to  deny  the  divisiveness  that 
enters  in  when  Jesus  Christ  enters  in  He 
divides  me  from  my  Jewish  friends  in  the 
pluralistic  nation  in  which  I  live.  He 
divides  me  from  my  professional 
colleagues  in  the  secular  university  in 
which  1  teach.  He  divides  me  from  the 
adherents  of  other  world  religions  in  the 
global  family  of  which  I  am  a  part. 

More  than  that,  he  divides  me  from 
many  of  my  fellow  Christians. 

That  Christ  divides  Christians  (as  well 
as  freeing  and  uniting)  becomes  ap¬ 
parent  to  me  when  I  —  a  white,  middle- 
class  Christian  from  the  most  affluent 
nation  on  earth  —  confront  the  “‘theology 
of  liberation"  emerging  among 
Christians  from  the  “Third  World." 

The  theology  of  liberation  comes  down 
heavily  on  the  first  part  of  the  Nairobi 
theme:  “Jesus  Christ  frees."  But  it  talks 
about  freedom  in  ways  that,  initially  at 
least,  divide  Christians  from  one 
another.  It  says  that  the  God  and  Father 
of  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  also  the  God  of  the 
Exodus,  is  a  God  who  takes  sides.  He 
works  to  free  his  people,  and  his  people 
are  the  poor,  the  disadvantaged  of  the 
earth,  the  victims  of  injustice,  those 
whom  our  social  structures  stifle  and 
strangle  and  suffocate. 

Just  as  Jahweh  freed  the  oppressed 
Israelites  from  the  power  of  Pharaoh, 
i.e.  from  the  power  of  evil  and  despotic 
social  structures,  so  today  he  works  to 
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free  the  oppressed  from  the  power  of 
modern  Pharaohs,  from  the  evil  and 
despotic  social  structures  that  still 
perpetuate  injustice.  It  is  this  theme  that 
Jesus  made  his  own  in  his  famous  (and 
upsetting)  sermon  in  Nazareth,  when  he 
announced  that  he  had  come  to 
““proclaim  release  to  the  captives  ...  to 
set  at  liberty  those  who  are  oppressed." 

Good  news  to  the  oppressed.  Bad  news 
to  the  oppressors. 

And  who  are  the  modem  oppressors? 
The  contemporary  parallels  to  the 
biblical  story  are  unmistakable:  we 
affluent,  white  northern  hemisphere 
Christians  live  in  nations  that  set 
themselves  against  “liberty  to  those  who 
are  oppressed."  W*  oppress  with  our 
soldiers,  our  bombers,  our  napalm,  our 
tariffs,  our  foreign  investments  and  our 
diplomats.  And  since  the  Bible  is  talking 
about  freedom  from  economic  and 
political  oppression  as  well  as  freedom 
from  the  oppression  of  individual  sin,  the 
message  that  “Jesus  Christ  frees"  can 
only  come  to  us  initially  as  a  threatening 
word,  dividing  us  from  our  fellow 
Christians  who  are  the  victims  of  the 
social  structures  that  support  us,  and 
dividing  us  even  from  Christ  himself. 

He  told  us,  unmistakably,  that  when  we 
deny  food  and  shelter  to  the  hungry  and 
destitute,  we  are  thereby  denying  it  to 
him  also.  If  that  is  a  picture  of  the  future, 
it  is  also  a  description  of  the  present. 

So  if  we  are  to  hear  the  healing  word 
that  Jesus  Christ  unites,  it  will  only  be 
after  we  have  heard  the  harsh  word  that 
he  first  of  all  divides. 

And  here  is  where,  despite  the  scorn  of 
the  outsiders,  the  church  still  has 
something  in  its  favor,  for  it  represents  a 
community  defined  not  in  national  or 
class  or  geographical  terms,  but  exactly 
in  global  terms.  Within  it  the  word  of 
liberation,  so  intially  threatening  to  the 
■oppressors,"  can  become  liberating  for 
them  as  wel’. 

Nairobi  will  create  an  opportunity  for 
those  who  find  they  have  been  working 
against  God’s  purpose  to  free  the  op¬ 
pressed,  to  begin  to  change  sides  —  to 
discover  that  their  commitment  to  the 
global  community  that  is  the  church 
must  be  deeper  than  their  commitment 
to  their  national  or  class  or  racial 
communities.  What  the  specific  working 
out  of  this  would  mean  is  far  from  clear, 
but  there  are  precedents  for  walking  this 
ancient  road,  since  the  road  is  called 
conversion. 

No  route  less  exacting  is  open  to  us. 
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disagree  with  the  implication  of  the 
author.  Who  does  the  tearing  up,  and  who 
the  planting?  A  moot  question.  Are  the 
findings  of  scholarly  research,  bab¬ 
blings?  It  seems  that  Mr.  Peeler  thinks 
so.  And  what  is  the  faith  that  is  founded 
on  His  Word?  Even  Paul  and  Peter  could 
not  agree  completely  on  that. 

(2)  "Does  one  work  out  his  faith  within 
a  structure  of  the  universe  where  God 
has  tied  his  own  hands  (natural),  or 
where  God  is  free  to  act  and  inspire  (even 
Scripture)  men  (supernatural)?" 

Scholars  of  stature  do  not  concede  that 
God’s  hands  are  at  all  tied,  for  He  is  as 
able  to  work  in  a  natural  way  as  in  any 
other  way.  Events  are  not  less 
miraculous  if  divorced  from  the 
supernatural. 

(3)  "I  threw  up  when  I  read  “.  .  . 
finally  it  is  the  integrity  and  per¬ 
severance  of  the  student  that  must  carry 
him  or  her  into  and  through  ministry.’  ” 

This  announcement  appeals  neither  to 
faith  nor  to  reason.  Some  readers  will,  of 
course,  guffaw  loudly,  because  sen¬ 
sational  remarks  elicit  garrulous 
responses.  There  well  may  be  other 
qualities  that  need  to  be  added  to  these 
which  carry  a  student  into  and  through 
the  ministry,  but  even  Mr.  Peeler  must 
agree,  I  suppose,  that  integrity  and 
perseverance  are  essential.  I  suspect 
that  the  reaction  of  a  thoughtful  reader  to 
the  remark  would  be  the  hope  that  the 
cathartic  effect  which  Mr.  Peeler 
describes  will  be  beneficial. 

(4)  The  curriculum  of  liberal 
seminaries  is  “anthropomorphic 
philosophic  navel-gazing  under  the  guise 
of  theology." 

I  confess  to  being  quite  lost  with  this 
block-buster.  One  might  venture  that  it 
was  a  spasm  of  the  author  intended  to 
obtain  the  applause  of  those  who  relate 
erudite  to  large  words. 

(5)  "We’ve  come  a  long  way,  baby 

Another  cue  for  a  boistrous  laugh  by 
those  who  come  to  be  amused.  I  have 
searched  my  mind  for  an  incident  where 
Jesus  talked  down  his  nose  when  ad¬ 
dressing  people  who  were  less  gifted  than 
he.  I  can’t  seem  to  recall  any  such.  Can 
you? 

We  are  all  searching  for  the  Truth,  and 
most  of  us,  in  the  course  of  our  life,  ex¬ 
perience  elements  of  light.  We  cannot 
expect  everyone  else  to  see  these  flashes 
of  reality  as  we  see  them.  Do  we  not 
advance  both  the  individual  and  society 
more  effectively  and  more  within  the 
Christ-spirit,  if  we  appeal  rather  to 
reasoning  intellect  than  to  vindictive 
emotion?  May  we  not  hold  our  neighbor 
in  respect,  even  when  he  adheres  to  an 
opinion  that  differs  theologically  from 
our  own?  Robert  H.  Bogue 

Bradenton,  Florida 

Prayer  is  taught  in  United 

Methodist  seminaries 

To  the  Editor: 

One  significant  dimension  of  Dr.  Ed 
Robb’s  recent  attack  on  the  seminaries 
(TM/  UMR,  August  1)  has  not,  to  my 
knowledge,  received  the  response  it 
deserves.  That  is,  prayer. 

After  reading  your  account  of  his 
address  at  Lake  Junaluska,  I  wrote  to 
him  to  request  a  copy  of  his  full  text. 
Over  two  weeks  have  passed,  and  I  have 
received  no  response,  so  my  comments 
are  based  on  your  report,  which  included 
the  statement,  "Courses  are  not  offered 
in  prayer  and  devotional  life.” 

My  own  survey  of  recent  catalogs  of 
United  Methodist  seminaries  showed 
that  in  half  of  them,  a  course  in  prayer 
was  listed.  It  is  customary  for  some 
schools  not  to  list  all  courses  every  year, 
but  only  every  two  or  three  years,  as 
specific  subjects  are  taught.  So  probably, 
even  more  schools  do  have  such  a  course. 

Not  only  are  courses  in  prayer  offered, 
students  do  in  fact  enroll  in  them!  Last 
spring  73  students  registered  for  a  course 
in  prayer  here  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary. 

But  more  important  than  these  mere 
statistics,  prayer  is  not  limited  to  a 
course.  To  make  the  statement  you 
quoted  is  to  imply  that  a  course  on  prayer 
is  the  only  factor  in  determining  whether 
or  not  prayer  is  taught.  It  overlooks,  or 
considers  totally  insignificant,  the  im¬ 
portant  place  which  prayer  occupies  in  a 
wide  range  of  other  seminary  courses  — 
Old  and  New  Testament  literature, 
Jesus.  Paul.  Church  History,  Doctrine, 
and  Biography,  including  the  Wesley’s, 
Theology,  both  historical  and  systematic, 
Christian  Education,  Church  Admin¬ 
istration,  Hymnody,  Worship,  Pastoral 
Care,  and  Counseling,  to  name  only  those 
that  come  quickly  to  mind. 

Furthermore,  most  seminaries  en¬ 
courage  students  to  do  directed  or  in¬ 
dependent  study  on  subjects  of  their 
special  interest.  Two  years  ago,  before 
my  sabbatical,  three  students  were  in 
such  a  program  of  directed  study  with 
me. 

One  final  point  should  be  made. 
Prayer,  at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary, 
and  I  am  confidant,  in  each  of  the  other 


seminaries,  is  not  something  confined  to 
the  classroom.  It  is  a  real,  genuine,  and 
fundamental  dimension  of  corporate  and 
personal  life  —  in  worship  services, 
faculty  retreats  and  devotions,  advisory 
groups,  personal  counseling,  and  many 
classroom  situations. 

All  this  is  not  to  say  that  Wesley  is  the 
kind  of  school  Dr.  Robb  would  take  as  his 
ideal.  Rather,  it  is  to  point  up  the 
regrettable  fact  that  his  widely- 
publicized  statement  is  an  example  of 
poor  scholarship  because  he  does  not  use 
the  facts  so  easily  obtainable.  Even 
worse,  it  is  basically  dishonest  because 
his  unfounded  generalizations  imply,  in 
the  matter  of  prayer,  that  all  seminary 
professors  are  only  “debunkers”  and 
"skeptics”  for  whom  prayer  is 
meaningless. 

Dr.  Robb  insists  he,  and  those  who 
agree  with  him,  “will  be  heard."  United 
Methodism  should  allow  a  forum  for 
responsible  and  well-informed  dissidents. 
But  if  such  criteria  are  not  met,  then  the 
church  should  not  be  swayed  by 
demagoguery. 

James  T.  Clemons 

Washington,  D.  C. 

What  does  it  mean  to 
‘ Love  the  UMC? 

To  the  Editor: 

During  the  past  few  months  there  have 
been  articles  reporting  the  statements 
and  actions  of  individuals  and  groups 
which  have  been  negative  to  United 
Methodist  policy,  institutions  (semin¬ 
aries,  missions,  etc.),  structure,  etc. 
Nearly  all  of  these  reactions,  according 
to  the  authors  or  originators,  have 
been  based  on  what  is  called  “a  love  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church." 

This  phrase,  “I  love  the  Methodist 
Church  ...”  has  been  thrown  around  so 
much  lately  that  I  am  beginning  to 
question  those  who  use  it  and  then 
proceed  to  blast  the  UMC.  Granted,  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  as  other 
denominations,  has  its  share  of  mistakes 
and  problems.  But  I  am  beginning  to 
wonder  what  it  means  to  say  “I  love  the 
UMC.” 

Does  it  mean  that  one  loves  the  great 
heritage  of  a  church  with  a  strong  faith? 
Does  it  mean  that  one  loves  the  openness 
to  differing  opinions  and  respect  for  those 
individuals  who  differ?  Does  it  mean  that 
one  loves  those  institutions  (including 
seminaries  and  missions  agencies)  by 
which  the  UMC  fulfills  the 
ministry/  mission  of  the  Christian  faith? 
Does  it  mean  that  one  loves  the  integrity 
of  the  UMC  that  allows  for  freedom  from 
manipulation  and  indoctrination  so  that 
each  person  may  grow  and  develop  as 
God  knows  that  person  can  accept  and 
understand? 

Or  does  it  mean  that  one  loves  the 
beautiful  churches  and  homes  that  the 
UMC  provides  for  its  ministers  and 
families?  Or  that  one  loves  the  great 
insurance  programs  and  pension  plans 
that  the  UMC  provides  for  its  pastors?  Or 
that  one  loves  the  security  of  an  ap¬ 
pointment  for  each  pastor  and  a  pastor 
for  each  church  each  year? 

Every  pastor  and  laymember  of  the 
UMC  needs  to  take  seriously  their  “love 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church." 

Dan  Amerson 

Follett,  Texas 

Reading  TM/UMR  is  fun 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  really  fun  to  pick  up  my  copy  of 
TM/  UMR  each  week  to  see  how  goes  the 
battle  as  it  ebbs  and  surges.  Bishops 
exhort  the  laymen  to  send  their  children 
to  unsegregated  schools,  so  they  can  be 
terrorized  for  the  greater  glory  of  better 
race  relations;  laymen  exhort  the 
bishops  to  lay  cornerstones,  make  100th 
anniversary  speeches  and  otherwise 
leave  the  local  churches  strictly  alone; 
and  so  it  goes,  week  after  week. 

My  impression  is  that  TM/  UMR 
succeeds  in  fairly  recording  and  com¬ 
municating  the  sides  of  the  issues  that 
concern  the  church,  and  provides  a  real 
platform  for  anyone  who  has  something 
to  say.  It  provides  a  lot  of  ventilation,  and 
the  fresh  air  is  good  for  all  of  us  — 
hierarchy  and  laymen  alike  —  whether 
or  not  we  will  admit  it. 

Henry  E.  Morse,  Jr. 

Lakeport,  California 

Church  needs  to  hear 
spokesman  for  lay  pastors 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  your  ar¬ 
ticles  on  lay  pastors  in  the  August  15 
issue  Your  articles  by  Sharon  Mielke 
and  Pat  Sites  were  basically  well  done. 
But  they  pointed  up  the  fact  that  while 
fine  men  such  as  Dr.  Robert  Thornberg 
realize  there  are  problems  to  be 
resolved,  they  are  still  looking  for 
legalistic  ways  to  handle  them.  It  seems 
as  though  all  Boards  of  Ministries  — 
whether  District,  Conference,  or 
National  —  are  seeking  some  means  of 
being  able  to  write  in  the  “Discipline" 
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continues 

precisely  that  which  makes  a  person  a 
minister  and  pastor. 

While  I  agree  to  an  extent  with  Dr. 
Thornberg’s  “warm  body  theory,"  I  also 
know  there  are  many  who  are  held  back 
from  fulfilling  their  full  potential  because 
they  lack  the  “proper  degree"  and 
“proper  seminary  training."  Even  the 
secular  world  is  beginning  to  recognize 
and  issue  credits  for  skills  that  have  been 
learned  through  experience  and  degrees 
from  the  “school  of  hard  knocks.” 

While  I  would  agree  that  education  and 
formal  training  are  tremendous  assets,  I 
also  have  to  say  that  there  are  many 
qualifications  which  cannot  be  formally 
taught,  but  are  equally,  if  not  more, 
important. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  there 
has  been  little  involvement  by  lay 
pastors  and  associate  members  in  the 
various  meetings  discussing  what  should 
be  done  with  them.  1  would  hope  that  as 
these  issues  are  brought  before  the 
General  Conference,  the  lay  pastors’  own 
spokesmen  will  be  given  the  right  to 
speak  on  their  behalf. 

Ward  D.  Pierce 
Lake  City,  Michigan 

History  clarified 

To  the  Editor : 

It  may  be  simply  a  typographical 
error,  but  Charles  Ludwig’s  article, 
“Bicentennial  notes:  1784  conference", 
appearing  in  your  August  22  issue,  gives 
both  Bishops  Coke  and  Asbury  the  first 
name  of  “Francis.”  All  United 
Methodists  know  that  it  is  Francis 
Asbury  and  Thomas  Coke. 

There  are  two  other  statements  in  this 
article  which  ought  to  receive  com¬ 
ments: 

(1)  Asbury  did  refuse  ordination  at  the 
hands  of  Coke  unless  and  until  the 
American  preachers  should  elect  him  to 
the  office  of  General  Superintendent. 
Their  election  of  him  was  the  issue,  not 
their  willingness  or  unwillingness  to 
ordain  him,  since  that  was  presided  over 
by  Coke.  In  fact,  the  consent  of  the 
preachers  to  accept  (or  elect)  Coke  as 
General  Superintendent  was  very 
definitely  an  issue  at  that  Christmas 
Conference  in  1784. 

(2)  It  is  not  right  to  say  that  Asbury 
“up  to  now,  was  merely  a  layman.” 
Merely?  Asbury  brought  great  credit  to 
the  ranks  of  local  preachers.  He  recalls 
in  his  “Journal"  that  he  began  to  hold 
public  meetings  when  he  was  between 
seventeen  and  eighteen  years  of  age.  He 
worked  as  a  traveling  preacher  in 
Staffordshire  and  Gloucestershire  when 
he  was  about  twenty -one,  and  again  in 
Bedfordshire  and  Sussex  the  following 
year.  He  continued  to  serve  as  a  pastoral 
assistant  in  fact  until  he  set  sail  for 
America  in  1771.  But  even  without  all  of 
that,  the  qualifying  adverb  “merely”  is 
hardly  appropriate  for  the  laity. 

Robert  F.  Lundy 
Atlanta,  Georgia 


R.  V.  G.  Tasker,  General  Editor 

is  now  available  for  only  $44.95 


With  the  publication  of  its  latest  vol¬ 
ume,  The  Gospel  According  to  St.  Luke, 
the  twenty-volume  Tyndale  series  is 
now  available  to  every  serious  Bible 
student,  minister  and  layman. 

Written  by  such  leading  biblical  schol¬ 
ars  as  Stott,  Blaiklock,  Morris,  and 
Bruce,  these  brief  commentaries  are 
thorough  but  concise,  scholarly  with¬ 
out  being  unduly  technical. 

°''Most  series  are  uneven;  the  feature 
of  the  Tyndale  series  is  the  consistent 
level  of  excellence  it  maintains." 

— William  Barclay 
"...  a  solid  combination  of  up-to-date 
scholarship  with  dedicated  willingness 
to  let  the  text  speak  for  itself." 

— Otto  A.  Piper 

Individual  volumes,  $2.95  to  $3.45 
Complete  set.  20  volumes,  only  $44.95 

Over  !6  million  volumes  in  print 
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Audit  reveals  board 
deficit  of  $1  million 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Audit  reports  on  the 
financially  troubled  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  have  revealed  a 
deficit  of  more  than  1.1  million  dollars  for 
1974  —  placing  the  board’s  finances  more 
than  $400,000  farther  “in  the  red"  than  its 
financial  statement  reported  in  March. 

Discipleship  staffpersons,  however, 
say  most  of  the  difference  between  the 
two  figures  come  from  “methods  of 
accounting”  and  not  from  errors  in  their 
original  report. 

A  major  part  of  the  reported  difference 
lies  in  expense  reports  for  goods  and 
services  “contracted  for”  and  received 
in  1974  but  not  paid  for  until  1975.  The 
original  Discipleship  report  did  not  in¬ 
clude  $250,000  worth  of  these  end-of-the- 
year  expenses.  The  audit  report  took 
these  expenses  into  consideration.  (The 
audit,  carried  out  by  a  private  ac¬ 
counting  firm  hired  by  the  board,  is 
standard  operating  procedure  for  all 
general  church  agencies.) 

Audit  figures  for  1974  show  the 
following  deficits  in  the  board’s  three 
divisions:  General  Board,  $226,599; 
Upper  Room,  $602,059;  Discipleship 
Resources,  $308,557. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  was  created 
by  the  1972  General  Conference  by  com¬ 
bining  former  boards  and  agencies 
responsible  for  evangelism,  worship, 
“The  Upper  Room,”  stewardship,  lay 
life,  Christian  education  and  some  major 
curriculum  resource  functions. 

Reserve  funds  cover  deficit 

Funds  to  cover  the  entire  $1,137,215 
deficit  have  come  from  “unrestricted 
reserve"  funds  controlled  by  the  board. 
Board  officials  say  the  deficit  will  have 
no  effect  on  other  board  and  agency 
finances  and  does  not  seriously  threaten 
the  financial  stability  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

“I  don’t  want  to  minimize  the  im¬ 
portance  of  this  deficit,  but  I  want  to 
stress  that  the  board  is  not  ready  for 
financial  collapse,’’  Dr.  Melvin  G. 
Talbert,  general  secretary  of  the  board 
told  TM/  UMR.  “We  are  not  only  going 
to  survive  this  deficit,  we  are  going  to 
come  out  of  it  strong." 

Dr.  Talbert  said  the  $737,168  deficit 
reported  by  the  board  in  March  was  “an 
accurate  statement  of  money  we  had 
spent  and  money  we  had  received  as  of 
December  31,  1974.”  He  said  accounting 
procedures  at  that  time  did  not  take  into 
consideration  bills  that  had  not  been 
received. 

Since  the  original  deficit  figure  was 
announced,  the  denomination’s  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  (CFA)  — 
the  financial  arm  of  the  general  church 
—  has  been  working  closely  with  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  an  attempt  to 
help  prevent  a  similar  deficit  figure  this 
year.  One  outgrowth  of  that  cooperation 
has  been  the  use  of  a  new  Discipleship 
accounting  procedure  under  which  staff 
members  who  manage  finances  are  kept 
aware  not  only  of  money  received  and 
bills  paid,  but  of  goods  and  services 
contracted  for  and  outstanding. 
Discipleship  officials  say  this  new 
procedure  will  keep  them  informed  well 
enough  to  head  off  a  repeat  for  the  1974 
deficit. 

Gary  K.  Bowen,  CFA  controller  and 

‘Brief  appearance 
J8  attendance 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  Sunday  School 
teacher  here  has  found  a  new  method  of 
increasing  class  attendance. 

Appear  in  your  underwear. 

Ray  Carlson  hastens  to  point  out  that 
this  is  not  recommended  for  in-class 
apparel.  But  the  method  seems  to  have 
helped  him  get  perfect  attendance  (15 
students)  in  the  senior  high  class  of  the 
United  Methodist  Community  Church  of 
Jackson  Heights,  N.Y. 

Although  Mr.  Carlson  had  made  an 
advertisement  for  a  clothing  dye  in  which 
he  appeared  in  gold  underwear  (along 
with  his  wife  and  children  in  similarly 
colorful  apparel),  he  didn’t  associate  it 
with  the  passing  back-and-forth  of  a 
piece  of  paper  in  his  Sunday  school  class. 
But  the  ad  had  appeared  in  several 
national  women's  magazines,  and  his 
sharp-eyed  students  had  spotted  it. 


helps 


person  directly  related  to  attempts  to 
sort  out  the  Discipleship  financial  dif¬ 
ficulties  estimates  on  “ballpark  figures” 
that  the  board  was  running  about  $156,517 
“in  the  red”  through  July  of  this  year, 
but  said  he  feels  many  of  its  financial 
problems  are  on  the  way  to  solutions. 

“I  would  not  say  that  the  financial 
picture  at  the  Board  of  Discipleship  could 
be  described  as  serious  at  this  time,”  Mr. 
Bowen  said.  “The  cash  position  of  the 
board  bears  watching,  but  there  appears 
to  be  no  problem  that  can’t  be  solved," 

Another  problem  which  has  plagued 
the  board’s  finances  has  been  one  of 
“misplaced  accounts.”  Because  of  what 
Mr.  Bowen  describes  as  an  “inadequate 
computer  system”  the  board  for  most  of 
this  year  has  been  unable  to  determine 
who  owes  them  money  and  who  doesn't. 

Isaac  Brown,  Discipleship  controller, 
said  that  problem  arose  when  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  accounts  were  not  always  being 
credited  properly  for  payments.  “Some 
local  churches  have  several  accounts 
with  us,”  he  said.  “Sometimes  when  a 
bill  was  paid  the  wrong  account  would  be 
credited."  He  said  it  eventually  got  to  the 
point  where  it  was  impossible  to 
determine  what  was  owed  and  what  had 
been  paid. 

Some  of  those  problems  have  now  been 
sorted  out,  and  letters  went  out  to  local 
churches  in  July  stating  what 
Discipleship  records  show  and  asking  for 
a  comparison  with  local  church  records 
Accounts  now  stabilizing 

Regarding  the  financial  picture  of  the 
board  for  1975,  Mr.  Bowen  said  the  Upper 
Room  has  made  “a  complete  turn  around 
and  is  running  strongly  in  the  black.”  He 
said  the  General  Board  account  also  has 
stabilized.  He  said  most  of  the  presently 
projected  deficit  is  coming  from 
Discipleship  Resources. 

Discipleship  Resources  is  the  depart¬ 
ment  created  in  March  1974  (then  called 
Central  Resources)  to  publish,  produce, 
market  and  distribute  resource 
materials  for  the  program  sections  of  the 
board.  Its  original  design  was  to  become 
self-supporting. 

In  April,  because  of  its  continuing 
financial  losses,  its  staff  was  cut  from  34 
to  17  persons.  Officials  say,  however,  that 
most  of  the  projected  1975  deficit, 
however,  is  still  coming  from  this  area 
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U.M.  church  with  a  sense  of  history 

STAHLSTOWN,  Pa.  —  Carefully  preserving  the  tradition  of  their  forefathers, 
residents  of  this  rural  community  will  be  out  in  the  fields  early  next  Saturday 
morning,  September  13,  pulling  flax  for  the  64th  annual  Flax  Scutching  Festival 
sponsored  by  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  festival,  which  began  in  1907  as  a  church  outing,  last  year  drew  more  than 
10,000  persons  from  around  the  nation  to  watch  demonstrations  of  the  nearly-lost  art 
of  making  cloth  from  flax. 

Trinity's  festival  chairman.  Mr.  David  Pletcher  Jr.,  says  that  despite  the  hard 
work,  which  is  now  shared  by  the  entire  community,  the  festival  is  here  to  stay.  “We 
stopped  having  it  for  a  few  years  during  World  War  II,  but  all  the  pressure  to  start  it 
again  convinced  us  that  we’re  filling  a  real  need  in  helping  keep  this  tradition  alive.” 

Photo.  Michael  Fedison 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
OMAHA,  Neb.  —  Intrigued  with  the 
belief  that  “life  in  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
qualitatively  different  from  life  without 
the  Spirit,”  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
developed  a  series  of  15  sermons  to  be 
preached  over  the  Protestant  Hour  radio 
program  beginning  Sept.  28 
Dr  Roger  Bourland,  senior  minister  at 
First  UMC  here,  will  preach  the  series  he 
calls  “The  Controlling  Force”  over  600 
radio  stations  as  a  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  participation  in  the  30-year- 
old  religious  broadcast. 

“I  have  based  the  series  on  Galatians 
5 : 16-25,”  he  told  TM/  UMR,  “where  the 
Apostle  Paul  spells  out  so  definitely  that 
unless  life  is  to  be  controlled  by  the 
Spirit,  it  will  be  controlled  by  other 
forces.  The  sermons  deal  with  some  of 
the  'works  of  the  flesh’  mentioned  by 
Paul  as  well  as  the  ‘gifts  of  the  Spirit.’  ” 
Asked  which  sermon  was  his  favorite, 
Dr.  Bourland  replied  the  one  entitled 
“The  Gift  of  Joy”  scheduled  for  the 
October  19  broadcast.  “Joy  is  the  gift  I 
treasure  most  in  a  person  who  is  in 
Christ,”  he  said.  “It’s  a  contagious 
quality  that  God  gives  which  lifts  life  out 
of  the  hum -drum.  When  I  hire  any  person 
for  our  staff  —  secretary,  minister, 
caretaker  —  I  look  for  that  gift.” 

Dr.  Bourland  said  he  preached  the 


Amid  controversy 

‘Methodist  Hour’  flourishes 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

Described  as  both  “a  rip-off”  and  “a 
people-reacher”  with  equal  heat,  the 
privately  owned  and  independently 
produced  radio  program  called 
“Methodist  Hour  ”  will  celebrate  five  full 
years  on  the  air  Oct.  4.  1975 

But  the  dust  hasn’t  settled  yet  in  the 
controversy  surrounding  the  program's 
name.  And  resentment  continues  over 
the  operation's  fund  raising  methods. 

No  one  denies  the  program  is  serving  a 
segment  of  the  church  with  its  “positive, 
evangelical”  approach.  No  one  denies 
the  right  of  its  founder,  Florida  Con 
ference  evangelist  Dr  Herbert  Bowdoin. 


Discipleship  head  explains 
the  financial  trouble 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  How  does  a  general 
agency  of  the  church  end  up  with  a 
financial  deficit  of  more  than  a  million 
dollars? 

For  the  past  eight  months  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  (BOD) 
has  been  trying  to  find  some  answers  to 
that  question.  It  has  cut  corners,  cut 
staff,  analyzed  procedures,  and  re¬ 
vamped  accounting  methods.  Staff  mem¬ 
bers  say  much  of  the  problem  seems  to 
be  on  the  way  to  solution.  Still,  the  ques¬ 
tion  remains:  How  did  it  happen? 

According  to  Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  the 
chief  executive  of  that  board  and  the 
person  on  whose  desk  the  “buck” 
ultimately  stops,  the  answer  is  complex 
and  illusive.  He  accepts  the  respon¬ 
sibility  he  has  as  head  of  the  board’s  staff 
and  makes  no  excuses  for  the  financial 
quagmire  in  which  the  board  has  found 
itself,  but  none  the  less  is  convinced  that 
balance  sheet  figures  don’t  tell  the  whole 
story. 

“I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  job  we  have 
been  able  to  do  in  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,"  Dr.  Talbert  says.  “We 
stand  at  fault  for  not  being  aware  of  the 
exact  financial  status  of  the  board.  We 
made  some  estimates  of  our  position  and 
missed  the  mark;  most  of  those  problems 
have  been  corrected." 

He  says  the  significance  of  the 
financial  difficulties  the  board  has  faced 
likewise  does  not  show  up  on  the  balance 
sheet.  He  lists  three  truths  he  sees 
arising  from  the  financial  turmoil: 

(1.)  When  the  church  decides  to  do  a 
massive  restructuring  'such  as  the  one 
which  created  the  BOD  in  1972  by  com¬ 


bining  former  boards  responsible  for 
evangelism,  worship,  stewardship,  lay 
life,  Christian  education,  “The  -Upper 
Room,”  and  some  curriculum  resource 


to  have  a  radio  ministry.  But  strong 
feelings  are  expressed  about  the  use  of 
the  name  "Methodist"  and  the  confusion 
this  creates  among  church  members  who 
can  easily  assume  it  is  officially  spon¬ 
sored  by  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

it's  a  rip-off  of  the  church’s  name 
w'hich,  if  not  illegal  is  certainly  im¬ 
moral,”  charges  Dr.  Robert  L.  Robert¬ 
son,  director  of  the  Media  Division  of 
United  Methodist  Communications  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

“There  is  a  feeling  that  the  program  is 
sailing  under  false  pretenses,  using  the 
name  of  the  church,  when  it’s  really  their 
own  personal  thing,”  reported  Mrs.  Doris 
Buhrman,  Florida  conference  news 
editor. 

While  the  name  of  the  program  con¬ 
tinues  to  raise  hackles  in  some  quarters, 
others  are  convinced  it’s  just  what  the 
denomination  needs.  And  it  is  the  only 
weekly  year-round  program  with 
Methodist  in  its  name  carried  nation¬ 
wide. 

“It  makes  you  proud  to  be  a  United 
Methodist.”  said  the  Rev.  Charles  D. 
Whittle,  a  long  time  supporter  of  . 
.“Methodist  Hour”  as  a  staff  member  of 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  in- 
serUon.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S0.7S 
Servl9e  charge  or  blind  e«is  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove,  Calif.  93950,  or  Lake  Park,  1850 

Alice  St..  Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  696-2410. 

CASSETTE  TAPES  ARE  IDEAL  for  Sunday 
school,  pastor's  study  or  church  library. 
Twelve  Scotch  (3M).  Highlander.  C-90  blank 
tapes  In  an  ACO  smoke-colored  "Jewel  box” 
type  holder  —  $14  plus  $1  for  shipping.  That's 
$15  for  a  dozen  low  noise,  quality  brand  C-90 
cassette  tapes  with  labels  attached  and  In  a 
beautiful  “lock-stack”  plastic  case  (Index 
labels  Included).  Send  $15  for  each  set  to: 
Church  Resource  Systems.  Dept.  ME.  P.  O. 

Box  990.  Dallas,  Texas  75221.  (Texas  residents 
add  5  per  cent  sales  tax  -  churches  none). 

I  Free  catalogue  available. 

HOMEPAKENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
cquples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service. 

CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  1224  Fisher. 
Waco.  Texas  78705.  Phone  (817  )  754-8231  (of¬ 
fice),  776-5745  (home). 

Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-emokers. 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery.  408 

S.  College.  Waxahachie.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3660. 

contact  the  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  sizes  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 

(214)  747-4540. 

PEW  REFINISHING  AND  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

’O^er  15  years  experience.'  Brem's  Wood¬ 
works.  Rt.  9.  Box  406.  Waco.  Texas  76705.  (817) 
799-5926. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone (817)  Ml 5-9203  Keene,  Texas 76059 

CONN  CLASSIC  CUSTOM  825  organ,  bench: 
two  manual  AGO,  12  ranks  plus  pedal,  12 
capture  pistons,  separate  Celeste  tone 
generator  cabinet.  18  speakers.  $6000.  (817) 
430-1488,  Dean,  Rt.  3.  Box  498,  Roanoke.  Texas 
76262. 

functions)  it  can  never  anticipate  all  of  Board  of  Dist'ipleship  and  now'  as 
the  possible  problems-" ‘-''We  brought  ~  “  ““  ~r  L  J 

together  several  agencies,  all  with  dif¬ 
ferent  administrative  methods  and 
different  accounting  and  bookkeeping 
methods.  It  is  no  small  task  to  make 
them  one:”  He  said  such  a  mating  of 
boards  cannot  be  done  by  just  ordering  it 
to  be  so.  Where  there  is  no  precedent, 
new  roads  must  be  risked. 

(2.)  It  is  impossible  whefr  starting  such 
a  board  to  know  how  much  in  financial 
resources  will  be  needed.  “Some  persons 
naively  believed  we  actually  would  save 
money  by  combining  into  one  board,”  Dr. 

Talbert  said.  “That,  of  course,  has  not 
proved  to  be  the  case.  It  almost  never 
does.”  He  said  the  board  had  no  accurate 
way  to  estimate  its  income  or  its  ex¬ 
penses.  It  guessed  and  guessed  wrong. 

(3.)  The  General  Conference  decision 
to  form  the  Board  of  Discipleship  w'as  not 
a  bad  one.  He  says  that  the  board  has 
survived  a  crisis  which  clears  many  of 
the  difficulties  out  of  the  way.  "We  are 
going  to  survive  and  the  church  is  going 
to  profit  from  our  survival.” 

Dr.  Talbert  says  he  does  not  anticipate 
any  major  structural  changes  being 
necessary  within  the  board  and  feels 
everything  is  beginning  to  look  up. 

“I’m  aware  that  not  everyone  out  there 
tin  the  church)  is  for  us.  I’m  also  aware 
of  rumors  about  our  doom,  ”  he  says.  “To 
that  I  can  only  say  we  are  not  going  to 
collapse,  by  any  stretch  of  the 
imagination.” 

4Gay  caucus’ 
officially  formed 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  -  The  newest  ad¬ 
dition  to  United  Methodism’s  band  of 
caucuses  was  born  here  on  the  weekend 
of  July  25-27  as  a  group  of  approximately 
25  interested  seminarians,  clergy  and  lay 
people  met  to  establish  the  “United 
Methodist  Gay  Caucus." 

In  addition  to  electing  leadership,  the 
caucus  drafted  a  statement  of  purpose 
and  established  four  task  forces  to  work 
on  theology,  “gay"  ministries  and  “gay” 
ministers,  structures  and  legislation,  and 
local  arrangements 

Ernest  Reaugh,  Albany.  N.Y.,  was 
elected  Caucus  Liaison.  A  layman  active 
in  the  Gay  Liberation  Movement  for 
several  years,  he  said  members  of  the 
caucus  will  be  meeting  with  various  t< 
boards  of  the  church  to  sensitize  them  (o  i 
the  issues  affecting  “gav”  persons.  A  : 

“presence  dU’ 1  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference"  is  also  planned 

The  statement  of  purpose  outlines  a 
two-fold  ministry  to  the  church  and  to  the 
world  :1’"<!)uV  ministry  to  the  church  is  one 
of  sensitizing  church  persons  and 
structures  to  the  needs  and  gifts  of  gay 
persons”  “Our  primary  ministry 
within  the  world  involves  us  directly  in 
ministry  for  and  with  our  gay  brothers 
and  sisters  " 


local  pastor  and  member  of  its  board. 

Mr  Whittle  said  the  program  is  a  good, 
positive  image  buikler  for  the 
denomination;  it  stresses  devotional  life 
and  good  news  instead  of  bad  news. 

"It’s  a  people  readier,”  Mr.  Whittle 
summed  up.  “It  tells  the  general  public 
we  are  interested  in  Jesus  Christ.” 
30-minute  format 

“Methodist  Hour’’  combines  in¬ 
terviews  ( many  with  United  Methodists), 
music,  devotional  reading  from  “The 
Upper  Room”  and  a  message  by  Dr. 
Bowdoin  in  a  30-minute  format.  Tapes 
are  supplied  weekly  to  250  stations  in  44 
states  where  it  goes  on  public  service 
time  or  local  sponsors  buy  time. 

One  local  sponsor  from  Dodge  City, 
Kan.  told  TM/  UMR  that  many  of  the  300 
people  sponsoring  the  program  in  Kansas 
were  ready  to  leave  the  church  until  they 
discovered  “Methodist  Hour.” 

According  to  Mrs.  Nettie  Hanner,  “it 
was  the  first  Methodist  program  we 
heard  with  a  spiritual  emphasis.  We  are 
thrilled  to  help  sponsor  these  outstanding 
United  Methodists  " 

“Methodist  Hour”  raises  money  for  its 
$260,000  annual  budget  by  at  least  four 
methods,  several  of  which  other  church 
leaders  find  objectionable. 

Financial  support  comes  from  con¬ 
tributors  on  their  mailing  list,  board 
members,  occasional  fund-raising 
banquets,  and  a  related  enterprise  called 
the  Bowdoin-Sowder  evangelistic 
crusades,  according  to  board  member 
Mr.  Whittle. 

While  Dr  Bowdoin  maintains  no  ap¬ 
peal  for  money  is  made  on  the  program, 
others  disagree 

“There  are  lots  of  ways  of  asking  for 
money.  Simply  giving  an  address  and 
inviting  people  to  write  in  for  something 
free  is  one  way  of  building  a  mailing  list 
of  potential  contributors,"  said  Dr. 
Robertson 

The  banquets  have  also  come  in  for 
some  criticism.  One  conference  official 
who  lent  his  support  and  signature  to  a 
supposedly  “free  banquet"  was  em¬ 
barrassed  when  “Methodist  Hour’s” 
business  manager  brought  out  “big 
buckets  hidden  under  the  table  and  asked 
everyone  present  to  contribute  for  such 
an  event  in  Nebraska  or  someplace." 
Saw  the  need  10  years  ago 

Dr.  Bowdoin  said*  he  was  convinced 
almost  10  years  ago  of  the  need  for  a 
broadcast  “which  has  people  talk  about 
prayer  and  being  converted,  and  about 
their  gut-level  feelings  about  God.”  He 
believes  “Methodist  Hour"  continues  to 
fill  a  vacuum  in  denominational  radio 
programming 

He  says  that  he  became  aware  during 
the  late  1960  s  that  United  Methodists 
were  not  doing  much  on  radio  and 
television.  At  the  same  time  the  church 
was  the  target  of  bombastic  and  belit¬ 
tling  attacks  from  fundamentalist 
broadcasters  “Many  United  Methodists 
began  to  think  the  church  was  a  left  wing 
organization,”  said  Dr  Bowdoin.  , 

Many  evangelicals  wondered  why 


there  wasn’t  something  positive  on  the 
air  called  'Methodist’  and  espousing 
Methodist  doctrine,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Bowdoin  said  he  finally  went  to 
Nashville  to  touch  base  with  the  church 
agencies  such  as  TRAFCO  (now  part  of 
United  Methodist  Communications)  and 
the  former  Board  of  Evangelism,  “They 
said  they  could  not  do  what  I  wanted 
because  of  budgets,  etc.,  but  they  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  start  a  program  on  an  ad 
hoc  basis.  And,  further,  suggested  the 
name  be  ‘The  Methodist  Hour.’  ” 

Dr  Harry  Spencer,  now  retired,  who 
was  head  of  TRAFCO  at  the  time,  holds  a 
somewhat  different  view  of  these  events. 
He  recalled  that  when  Dr.  Bowdoin  came 
to  Nashville  to  request  the  official 
support  of  the  former  Board  of 
Evangelism,  his  radio  program  was 
already  well  developed  with  stations 
committed  and  a  board  of  managers 
named. 

Since  TRAFCO  held  responsibility  to 
the  church  for  mass  communications,  an 
all  day  meeting  was  held  with  officials  of 
TRAFCO,  Evangelism  and  Dr.  Bowdoin. 
No  clear  agreement  was  reached. 
TRAFCO’s  position  was  that  “we  could 
riot  be  responsible  to  the  church  for  a 
program  with  which  TRAFCO  had  no 
involvement  in  planning  or  production  or 
any  way."  As  to  the  name,  Dr.  Spencer 
reported,  the  church  owns  the  name 
“The  Methodist  Hour”,  so  Dr.  Bowdoin 
called  his  program  “Methodist  Hour” 
dropping  “the.” 

Just  before  going  on  the  air  in  1970,  Dr. 
Bowdoin  said  he  was  advised  to  have  the 
name  copyrighted.  He  applied  and  had 
the  name  registered.  Almost  imme¬ 
diately  TRAFCO  asked  the  registration 
be  withdrawn  on  the  basis  of  the  name 
being  held  by  a  private  corporation. 

The  issue  was  settled  with  United 
Methodist  Communications  in  1973  when 
the  “Methodist  Hour”  corporation  with¬ 
drew  the  registration  “without 
prejudice"  and  UMC  accepted  the  with¬ 
drawal,  “without  prejudice.” 

“Now  nobody  holds  a  copyright,” 
according  to  Dr.  Bowdoin.  He  said  he  has 
no  regrets,  so  far,  about  giving  it  up 
because  “we  don’t  want  to  be  divisive.” 

But  the  name  stands,  and  Dr.  Bowdoin 
believes  that  the  program  has  to  have  the 
name  Methodist  in  it  to  be  effective.  “We 
try  to  present  a  broad  understanding  of 
Wesleyanism  not  only  for  United 
Methodists  but  for  all  of  the  16  Methodist 
denominations  in  America." 

Occasional  confusion 

He  admitted  there  is  “occasional” 
confusion  in  people's  minds  between 
“Methodist  Hour’’  and  The  United 
Methodist  Series  of  “The  Protestant 
Hour,”  which  is  officially  supported  by 
the  denomination. 

(The  United  Methodist  Series  of  “The 
Protestant  Hour”  runs  15  weeks  each 
year,  starting  Sept.  28  and  continuing 
through  Jan.  4,  1976  on  nearly  600 
stations.  It  is  jointly  financed  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  the 
Southeast  and  Southcentral  Jurisdictions 
at  a  cost  of  approximately  $42,000.  Three 
other  denomiantions  share  in  the  pro¬ 
ject:  Episcopal,  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  and  Presbyterian,  U.S.) 

Dr.  Bowdoin  maintains  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  doesn’t  get  any  real 
week-by-week  identification  from  “The 
Protestant  Hour”  series  because  “it’s 
combined  with  other  denominations." 
Also,  while  it  is  “well  done  and 
beautiful,”  “The  Protestant  Hour"  offers 
a  “more  formal  type  of  worship  service 
while  ‘Methodist  Hour’  is  more  casual, 
warm,  and  down  to  earth,”  he  added. 

But,  “in  a  pluralistic  church,  no  one 
program  can  reach  everybody,  said  the 
Rev.  Lloyd  Knox,  chairperson  of  the 
Florida  Conference  Work  Area  of 
Evangelism.  “Dr.  Bowdoin  has  the 
blessing  of  our  committee  as  an  official 
evangelist  of  the  church  although  the 
radio  program  has  no  official  status  with 
the  church.  I'm  sure  it  picks  up  people 
who  feel  the  church  has  become  too 
modern  and  feel  a  need  for  its 
evangelical  style.  There  are  many,  many 
ways  of  winning  people  to  Christ,  and 
multiple  ministries  are  helpful  m  the  long 
run." 


sermons  to  the  Omaha  congregation  a 
year  ago  and  received  strong  response. 
“But  for  the  broadcast,”  he  said,  “I  had 
to  boil  my  30-minute  sermon  to  13 
minutes.  And  I  had  to  use  a  manuscript 
instead  of  notes  as  I  usually  do.  This 
really  makes  them  new  sermons.” 

Selection  as  preacher  for  the  radio 
series  came  through  an  interesting 
process,  Dr.  Bourland  explained. 
Bishops  and  conference  council  directors 
were  asked  to  nominate  preachers  from 
their  area  who  then  sent  a  tape  of  several 
sermons  to  the  Protestant  Hour  com¬ 
mittee.  The  committee  heard  the  tapes 
and  reduced  the  30-40  candidates  to  one, 
without  knowing  the  identity  of  any 
speaker  until  the  selection  was  made. 

Choirs  participating  in  the  Sept.  28- 
Jan.  4  series  are  from  First  UMC, 
Albuquerque,  N.  M.;  First  UMC,  Omaha, 
Neb.;  Central  Methodist  College, 
Fayette,  Mo.;  Lon  Morris  College, 
Jacksonville,  Tex.;  and  Oklahoma  City 
University,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Media  exec 
lists  radio 
priorities 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Because  it  has  been 
charged  that  there  should  be  more 
uniquely  United  Methodist  programming 
on  the  public  media  of  radio,  TM/  UMR 
interviewed  Dr.  Nelson  Price,  New  York, 
who  administers  the  Division  of  Public 
Media  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications. 

Q:  Is  radio  programming  a  high 
priority  for  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications? 

A.  It  is  for  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  but  not  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  in  general.  Con¬ 
sequently,  our  programming  budget  is 
limited  to  $200,000  a  year. 

Q:  How  much  does  it  cost  to  do  a  30- 
minute  radio  program  on  a  year-round 
basis? 

A:  It  would  cost  approximately 
$150,000  a  year.  With  our  budget  it  would 
be  difficult  to  do  many  uniquely  United 
Methodist  series.  To  have  diverse 
ministries,  we  have  to  work 
cooperatively.  We  make  ‘tradeouts’  with 
other  denominations  to  reach  larger 
audiences.  It  means  merging  uniquely 
United  Methodist  program  concerns  with 
others. 

Q:  Where  is  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  involved  in  radio  programs 
right  now? 

A:  UMC  is  officially  related,  which 
means  we  have  a  part  in  decision  making 
and/  or  production,  to  both  the  “National 
Radio  Pulpit”  on  NBC  and  to  “The 
Protestant  Hour.”  Both  use  the 
traditional  language  of  the  faith  and  are 
essentially  worship  programs, 
ecumenically  supported. 

The  newest  project  is  production  of  a 
five-minute  daily  series  for  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  in  cooperation  with  the  Pres¬ 
byterians. 

“The  Word  —  and  Music”  is  a  weekly 
scripted  series  provided  to  some  200 
pastors  by  UMC  for  producing  local  radio 
programs 

Q:  Is  UMC  involved  in  any  less 
traditional  radio  program? 

A:  We  are  co-sponsoring  “SCAN,"  a 
teen-age  program,  with  the  American 
Lutheran  Church.  It  uses  less  traditional 
faith  language. 

Another  area  is  production  of  spot  an¬ 
nouncements  in  Spanish. 

Q:  What  is  the  over-all  purpose  of 
church  sponsored  radio  broadcasting? 

A:  Our  purpose  is  to  demonstrate  that 
the  church  is  a  vital  faith  community  of 
caring  persons  and  a  place  where  one  can 
make  a  commitment.  In  traditional 
language  that  means  witnessing  to  the 
faith  and  expressing  it  in  everyday  life. 

We  try  to  reach  people  where  they  are 
hurting. 

Q:  Where  are  people  hurting? 

A:  One  area  is  in  isolation  and 
loneliness,  due  to  the  loss  of  community 
in  our  society.  People  are  struggling  to 
find  meaning  through  Eastern  religions, 
drugs  and  therapy  groups.  The  church 
needs  to  speak  to  this  need  for  meaning 
and  community. 

Then  there  is  the  total  area  of  human 
sexuality  and  how  to  be  whole  in  terms  of 
a  moral,  ethical  Christian  understanding 
of  life. 

Q:  What  will  be  the  top  priority  in  radio 
programming  during  the  next 
quadrennium? 

A :  A  primary  priority  in  content  will  be 
hunger  —  not  only  in  terms  of  the  world 
hunger  crisis  but  in  terms  of  how  an 
individual  and  a  nation  can  responsibly 
meet  this  crisis. 


^JurcjuoLie  arul liver  C^roii 
$14.95  Postpaid 

This  attractive  cross  is  handmade  by  Navajo 
Indian  silversmiths  ot  Western  New  Mexico 
and  set  with  a  genuine  turquoise  stone  The 
actual  size  is  approximately  2  1-4x13-4 
inches,  though,  as  with  all  handmade  items, 
some  variation  will  occur.  They  are  available 
by  mail  from  El  Gringo  Galleries,  Taos.  N.M. 
87571.  Send  check  or  money  order. 
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Here,  in  the  last  of  three  installments, 
TM-UMR  prints  a  list  of  the  delegates 
elected  to  the  1976  General  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  meeting  in 
Portland.  Ore.,  next  April,  and  to  the 
various  Jurisdictional  Conferences  to  be 
held  in  July.  1976.  The  first  two  in¬ 
stallments  were  listed  in  TM-UMR  Aug. 
29  and  Sept.  5. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

Alabama-West  Florida 
Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Or.  Paul 
Duffey.  Montgomery,  Ala.,  pastor  First  UAAC;  T.  L. 
Butts,  D.  S.  Dothan.  Ala.;  John  Victors,  D.  S.  Selma, 
Ala..  Rex  AA.  AAlxson,  D.  S.  Demopolls;  E.  R. 
Dickerson,  Pensacola,  pastor  First  UMC 
General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Miss  Alice  Lee, 
AAonroe.  Ala.,  attorney.  C  H.  McGehee,  Auburn,  Ala., 
manufacturer;  Mrs  Opal  Barrow,  Crcstview,  Fla.;  W. 
K  Abbott,  Pensacola;  Foy  Campbell,  Montgomery; 
Kenneth  Cooper,  Bayminette.  Ala.,  attorney 
Soutneastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Cecil 
Bradley,  AAontgomery.  pastor  St.  James  UAAC;  L.  H. 
Kimbrough,  D  S.  AAarianna,  Fla.;  Richard  Walker, 
AAobile,  Ala.,  pastor  Toulmlnville-Warren  Street  UAAC; 
Lester  Spenser,  AAontgomery,  Aldersgafe  UAAC;  Billy 
F.  Hall,  Jackson,  Ala.,  pastor  First  UAAC;  R.  O.  Sigler, 
Dothan.  Ala,,  pastor  Lafayette  St.  UAAC. 

stern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  John 
}  Enterprise.  Ala.,  student;  Harold  Butts. 
AAobiiefrbusinessman,  AAs.  Louise  Stone,  Ft.  Walton 
Beach,  Fla.,  realtor,  Howard  Cleveland,  Centreville 
Ala.,  merchant,  Mark  Stewart,  AAobile,  director  of 
Christian  Education,  Dauphin  Way  UAAC;  William 
Floyd,  AAarion,  Ala.,  speech  therapist. 

North  Alabama  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Allen  D. 
AAontgomery,  Florence,  pastor  First  UAAC;  S.  J. 
Elmore,  D.S.  Anniston,  Charles  L.  Hutchinson,  Blr 
mlngham,  associate  director  conference  council; 
Robert C.  Morgan.  Vestovia,  pastor  First  UAAC;  R.  E. 
Kimbrough,  Birmingham,  pastor  First  UAAC.  Thomas 
F  Stevenson.  Decatur,  pastor  First  UMC;  Paul  L. 
Clem,  D.S  Birmingham,  johnE.  Rutland,  Huntsville, 
pastor  Trinity  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Ed  Montgomery, 
Tuscaloosa,  manufacturing,  Mrs.  Eva  Walker, 
Springville,  mtgs.,  loans,  rent;  AArs.  John  W.  Gordon, 
Hueytown,-  Ransom  Durr,  Birmingham,  retired 
railway  employee,  Eddie  Self,  Decatur,  C.P.A.;  AAs. 
Nina  Reeves,  Birmingham,  conference  council; 
George  Hundley,  A  ft  alia,  interior  decorator;  William 

C.  Brannon,  Birmingham,  retired  insurance  executive, 
executive. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Gordon 
AAcKinney,  D.S.  Tuscaloosa;  Charles  F.  Betts,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  conference  council  staffperson,-  Warren  C. 
Hamby,  D.S.  Florence;  W.  C.  Davis,  Birmingham, 
conference  council  director;  W.  E.  Curl,  Huntsville, 
pastor  First  UMC;  Claude  W.  Whitehead,  Blr 
mingham,  pastor  Huffman  UAAC;  Duncan  Hunter, 
Tuscaloosa,  pastor  First  UMC;  Charles  O.  AAoore,  D.S. 
Albertville;  Otis  R.  Flournoy,  Huntsville,  pastor 
Lakeside  UMC;  Denson  N.  Franklin,  Birmingham, 
pastor  Canterbury  UAAC. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Louise 
Branscomb,  AA.D.,  Birmingham;  W.  R.  Lewis, 
Florence,  commercial  artist;  Q.  D.  Adams.  Gadsden, 
salesman.  Alex  H  Woodall.  Birmingham,  chemist, 
Michael  D.  Miles,  Birmingham,  student;  Manly 
Yellding,  Birmingham,  attorney,  Frank  Dominick, 
Birmingham,  attorney;  Clarence  F.  Rhea,  Gadsden, 
attorney;  J.  D.  Phillips,  Tuscaloosa,  professor,  Ms. 
Dora  Ashford,  Athens,  professor. 

Florida  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  A!  Hedberg, 
D  S.  West  Palm  Beach;  AA  C.  Cleveland,  D.  S. 
Lakeland;  Walter  Rutland,  D.  S.  DeLand;  J.  Lloyd 
Knox,  Tampa,  pastor  Hyde  Park;  Eugene  Zim¬ 
merman,  Orlando,  pastor  First  UAAC;  E.  W  Newman, 

D.  S.  AAelboume.  W.  Scott  Bozeman,  D.  S.  St.  Peters 
burg;  J.  S.  Rowan.  D.  S.  Jacksonville;  Hector  Navas, 
Tampa,  Director  United  AAethodlst  Center,  AA  McCoy 
Gibbs.  Lakeland,  Program  Director,  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  Durward  AAcDonell,  D.  S. 
Gainesville;  Ralph  Huston,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  co-pastor 
First  UMC;  Walter  Kalaf,  Tampa,  pastor  Palma  Cela 
UAAC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Dr.  Richard  V. 
AAoore,  Daytona  Beach,  retiring  President,  Bethune- 
Cookman  College;  AAs.  Dollie  Crist,  Tequesta.  Beth 
Fogle,  DeLand,  student.  Judge  P.  V.  Revels,  Palatka; 
AArs.  Gray.  Hastings;  O.  B.  Fanning,  Lakeland. 
confet^H  council  staffperson.  Frank  Furman, 
Pomp«rBeach,  AArs  Hugh  Wilcox,  Jacksonville;  AAs. 
Polly  Cook,  Miami,  director  Wesley  Foundation, 
University  of  AAiaml;  Jimmy  Souder.  Orlando;  Charles 
Stewart,  Orlando,  student;  AArs.  Allen  Watson. 
Wildwood;  Dr.  T.  W.  Cole,  Sr.,  Gainesville,  professor. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Eldon 
Simmons,  D.  S.  Orlando;  Paul  Hartsfield,  D.  S. 
Sarasota,  w.  W.  Rough  ton,  Del  Ray  Beach,  pastor 
First  UMC.  Robert  Bledsoe.  Ocala,  pastor  First  UAAC; 
Dr.  Harold  E.  Buell,  St.  Petersburg,  pastor  Christ 
UAAC;  AAarvin  Sweat,  St.  Petersburg  First  UAAC; 
Victor  Rankin,  Lakeland  conference  council  staff- 
person;  Eugene  West,  Miami,  pastor  Kendall  UAAC; 
AAonroe  Hatch,  D.  S.  Tampa.  John  J.  Rooks. 
Gainesville,  pastor  First  UAAC;  Charles  Hamilton, 
Pompano  Beach,  pastor  First  UMC;  Ed  Norman, 
Tallahassee,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Don  AAackay. 
Winter  haven,  pastor  Beymer  AAemorlal  UAAC;  Pat 
AAcBride  Jr„  D.  S.  Miami;  Roosevelt  Dell  Jr.,  West 
Palm  Beach,  pastor  Trinity  UAAC 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  John 
Grant,  Tampa,  attorney;  AArs.  Lee  Hatch,  Miami; 
AiVj  Inez  Tisdale,  Jacksonville;  Dr.  William  Hulett, 
Cocoa,  retired  medical  missionary.  Ray  Redstone, 
Vero  Beach,  W.  A.  Meadows.  Miami,  attorney;  Dick 
Cash,  Tallahassee,  Youth  Service  Fund  staffperson.  A. 
B.  Blackburn,  Jacksonville  attorney;  Charles  Pearoe, 


Miami;  AAs.  Edllh  Goodwin.  Tampa;  AAs.  Flo  Sapp.  St. 
Petersburg;  “Ted"  Goff,  Jacksonville;  Dr.  Dade 
Pearson.  Miami,  dentist.  Harry  Burney.  Daytona 
Beach,  administrative  staff.  Bethune  Cookman 
College.  AAs.  Doris  Buhrman,  Lakeland,  editor, 
Florida  conference  edition  of  TM-UMR. 

Holston  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy  Sam  N 
Varnell.  Jr.,  Johnson  City,  conference  council  direc 
tor,  George  E.  Naff,  Jr.,  Athens,  president  Tennessee 
Wesleyan  College.  Robert  L.  Wilcox,  Kingsport,  D.S. 
Kingsport;  Ben  B.  St.  Clair,  Oak  Ridge,  pastor  First 
UMC;  Ra'oh  W  AAohney.  Chattanooga,  pastor  First 
Centenary  UAAC;  H.  Walter  Willis,  Jr„  AAaryville,  D.S. 
AAaryville.  J  Spurgeon  AAcCartt,  Kingsport,  pastor 
First  Broad  Street  UMC,  Gordon  C.  Good  game, 
Johnson  City,  conference  council  staffperson;  John  N 
Trundle,  pastor  Signal  Mountain  UMC 
General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  AArs.  T.  w 
Quesenberry,  Hillsville,  Va..  Carroll  H.  Long,  AA.D , 
Johnson  City,  Term.,  surgeon,  John  T.  Lundy,  Nash 
ville,  staffperson  Gen  Board  Disc.,  Lafayette  T 
Prigmore,  Jr.,  Lupton  City,  Tenn.,  textile  plant 
manager,  Fred  P  Entler,  Bristol,  exec  dir..  United 
Way.  Frank  A.  Weigel,  Jr.,  Knoxville,  farmer.  AArs  j 
B  Ragsdale.  Chattanooga.  Sam  P.  AAcConnell.  Hixson, 
Tenn.,  retired;  Steve  Galyon,  Chattanooga,  student 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy  j. 
Castro  Smith,  Alcoa,  Tenn.,  pastor  First  UMC. 
Richard  H.  Tlmberlake,  Chattanooga,  pastor  Trinity 
Wood  more  UAAC;  Raymon  E.  White,  AAorrlstown, 
president,  Morristown  College;  Edgar  A.  Eldridge, 
Knoxville,  pastor  Fountain  City  UMC;  Robert  F 
Lundy,  Atlanta,  Ga„  exec.  sec.  SE  Jur..  Nelson  C. 
Woody.  Galax.  Va„  pastor  First  UMC.  Curtis  R 
Schofield.  Knoxville,  pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Roger  E 
.Hilton,  D.S.  Wytheville,  Va..  Wilmer  B.  Robbins. 
Knoxville,  pastor  Central  UAAC;  James  R.  Green,  D.S. 
Johnson  City. 

Scwtheastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay  J.  Neal 
Ensmlnger,  Athens,  Tenn.,  Newspaper  editor;  Sam  H. 
Neeley.  Jr.,  Norton,  Va.,  laundry  business.  Mrs.  H. 
Olin  Troy,  Chattanooga;  AArs.  Agnes  B  Johnson, 
Pulaski,  Va.,  retired  teacher,  w.  Henry  Willis,  III, 
AAaryville,  Tenn.,  student,  James  S.  Franks,  Newport, 
Tenn.,  public  utilities.  Mrs.  Hlx  Bondurant,  Radford, 
Va.;  Paul  M  Starnes,  Chattanooga,  educator.  Harry 

V.  Steadman,  Kingsport,  contractor.  Howard  B. 
Simmons,  Knoxville,  insurance  agency  director. 

Kentucky  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Albert  W 
Sweazy,  Lexington,  conference  council  director, 
Donald  W.  Durham,  Lexington,  pastor  Centenary 
UMC,  David  A.  Seamands,  Wllmore,  pastor  First 
UMC;  Robert  W.  Gardner,  Ft.  Thomas,  D.S. 
Covington. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Cornelius  R. 
Hager,  Nicholas  ville,  asst,  dean,  Univ.  of  Ky.;  Dorothy 

R.  Buxton.  Covington;  Sarah  P.  Crain,  Flemingsburg, 
retired  teacher;  Robert  G.  AAayfield,  Lexington,  public 
affairs  officer. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy  Harold 

W.  Dorsey.  Ashland,  pastor  First  UAAC;  Charles  G. 
Turkington.  D.S.  Lexington;  Ralph  G.  Wesley,  D.S. 
Danville;  Adrian  J.  Roberts,  D.S.  Barbourville 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  James  R 
Litton,  Flemingsburg,  auto  dealer.  John  Q.  Kemper, 
Ashland,  insurance  agent;  Barbara  P.  Perry.  West 
Liberty,  pharmacist;  Farley  E.  Stuart  III,  Catletts 
burg,  student. 

Louisville  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Fred 
Pfisterer,  D.S.  Bowling  Green,-  Paul  Shepherd, 
Louisville,  pastor  St.  Paul  UAAC;  Emil  D.  AAcAdams, 
Owensboro,  pastor  Settle  AAemorlal  UAAC,  Harry  A. 
Pul  lea  Jr.,  D.  S.  Louisville  South. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  AArs.  C.  Kenneth 
Peters,  Louisville;  Felix  Sanders,  Jr.,  Louisville, 
attorney,  Thomas  AAcQuary,  Brandenburg,  retired 
civil  engineer;  Emory  Clark,  Bowling  Green. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  E.  A. 
Russell,  Louisville,  pastor  AAarket  Street  UMC;  James 

S.  Curry,  D.  S.  Henderson,  W.  W.  Slider,  Louisville, 
pastor  Christ  UAAC;  Allen  H.  Randolph,  Louisville, 
pastor  E.  R.  Jones  UAAC;  William  E.  James,  Ovens 
boro.  President  Kentucky  Wesleyan  College;  Hugh  G. 
Allen,  D.  S.  Campbellsvllle. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Waller 
Graham,  Pembroke,  banker,  Mrs.  Jane  Arterburn, 
Park  City;  William  Ewing,  Louisville,  business 
executive;  Willard  Cockrlll,  Bowling  Green, 
meteorologist  and  professor;  Ted  Frazer,  AAarion, 
pharmacist;  Love  Calvert,  Louisville,  retired  postal 
employee. 

Memphis  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  William  P 
Bailey,  D.S.  Paducah.  Ky.,-  Lloyd  W.  Ramer,  D.S. 
Memphls-AAcKendree;  J.  Harold  Beaty.  AAemphis. 
pastor  Christ  UAAC;  Jack  H.  Henton,  Jackson,  pastor 
First  UMC;  Ed  L.  Crump,  Jr„  D.S.  Paris. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay  .  Joe  Peva house, 
Henderson,  pharmacist;  R.  H.  Bond,  Dyersburg, 
telephone  employee;  Mrs.  Virginia  Whitworth, 
Camdea  secretary;  Roy  Stephenson,  Jackson,  con 
ference  council  staffperson;  Kim  Brown,  AAemphis, 
student. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Walter 

E.  Mischke,  Jr.,  D.S.  Dyersburg,-  William  S.  Evans  II, 
Union  City,  pastor  First  UAAC;  Edwin  J.  Diggs,  D.S. 
Brownsville;  E.  Wesley  AAcKInnle,  Brovnsville,  pastor 
First  UAAC;  Ora  B.  Peck,  Fulton,  Ky.,  Fulton  Area 
team  ministry;  D  imps  on  W.  Simmons,  AAemphis, 
pastor  Bethel  UAAC. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  AArs 
Wayne  A.  Lamb,  AAemphis;  Charles  L.  Yancey, 
AAemphis,  businessman;  Mrs.  Lillie  B.  Cole,  Jackson, 
teacher;  John  W.  Richardson,  AAemphis,  retired 
educator;  Jim  Stone,  Union  City,  insurance;  Mrs. 
Beverly  Nicholson,  AAemphis. 

Mississippi  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  J.  W. 
Leggett,  Jr.,  Jackson,  director  Mississippi  AAethodist 
Foundation;  Robert  M.  AAatheny,  D.  S.  Jackson;  G. 
Eliot  Jones,  D.  S.  Vicksburg,-  John  Ash,  Pascagoula, 
pastor  First  UAAC;  Henry  C.  Clay,  Jr.,  Jackson, 
staffperson  Conference  Council  on  Ministries;  Clay  F. 


Advisory  Committee  for  Educational 
Opportunities  for  Clergy  and  Laity 

Presents 

Convention  on  Biblical  Studies,  "Jesus: 

His  life,  His  faith,  His  land,  His  time  at  Jerusalem” 

JANUARY  26— FEBRUARY  3,  1976 

Speakers  include: 


Dr.  Pierre  Benoit 
Dr.  Magen  Broshi 
Dr  Albert  E.  Glock 
Dr.  Jerome  Murphy-O’Connor 

Dr.  Yohannan  Aharoni 


“Christian  Jerusalem” 
“Introduction  to  Archaeology” 
“Biblical  Archaeology” 
“Significance  of  Qumran, 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls  and  Masada” 
“Physical  and  Historical  Geography  of  Palestine” 


LAITY  ARE  INVITED  AND  URGED  TO  ATTEND 

C7Q0  (Unequaled  Travel  Bargain) 
only  from  New  Vork 

Visit:  Major  Biblical  Sites 

$100  scholarship  available  to  any  Minister  plus  opportunity  to 
earn  all  or  part  of  cost  —  Tax  deductible. 


Write  for  Fi  e  Brochure  and  Details  to : 
EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITY,  INC. 
POST  OFFICE  ?QX  23446 
OAKLAND  PARK.  FLORIDA  33307 


Lee,  D.  S.  Brookhaven. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  AArs.  AAarshall 
Smith,  Vicksburg.  Bert  Jordan,  Jackson,  staffperson 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries;  John  Satterfield, 
Yazoo  City,  attorney,  AArs.  L.  AA.  Scarborough,  Biloxi; 
F.  O.  Woodard,  Jackson,  state  department  of 
education-  E.  E.  AAoorhead,  Vicksburg,  U.  S.  Dept,  of 
Englnr  ,ng. 

eastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Frank 
Dement,  Jr.,  D  S.  AAeridian;  Warren  Pittman,  D.  S. 
Hattiesburg;  Charles  Duke,  Jackson,  administrative 
assistant  to  the  bishop,  Wendell  Taylor,  Jackson, 
pastor  Central  UMC,  N  A.  Dickson,  Jackson,  director 
Conference  Council  on  AAinistrles. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  AAs.  Cathy 
Wells,  Vicksburg,  student;  Dan  Breland,  Crystal 
Springs,  banker;  H.  C.  Harper,  Jackson,-  T.  R.  Flet 
cher,  Kreole;  Romaine  Richards,  Columbia. 

North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  AAerlln 
Cjrjway,  Grenada,  staffperson  Conference  Council. 
E.  Allen  Bailey,  D.  S.  Cleveland;  P.  M.  Gordon,  Sr„ 
Starkville,  First  UAAC;  John  D.  Hymphrey,  Sr.,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tn.,  staffperson,  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
AAinistry. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  George  Berry, 
Lelartd,  state  department  of  agriculture;  AArs.  E.  A. 
Stansel,  Sr.,  Rulevtlle.  Joe  Bailey,  Coffeevllle,  far 
mer,  Granville  Crockett,  Greenville. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  W.  L. 
Wallace,  Jr.,  D.S.  New  Albany;  W.  F.  Appleby,  D.S. 
Tupelo;  Israel  Rucker.  Atlanta,  Ga„  staffperson, 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction;  Sam  j.  Hull,  Itta  Bena 
pastor  Ilia  Bena  UMC;  j.  G  Houston.  Jr.,  West 
Point,  pastor  First  UMC. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mrs.  Willie 
Stovall,  Aberdeen;  w.  H.  Stockton,  AA.D.,  Amory, 
pediatrician;  l.  p.  Presley,  Koscuisko,  insurance 
executive;  AAs.  Lisa  Edwards,  West  Point,  student; 
Felix  Black.  Tupelo,  merchant. 

North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  James  H. 
AAcCallum,  D.S.  Sanford;  Charles  H,  AAercer,  Raleigh, 
conference  council  director;  William  J.  Neese, 
Goldsboro,  pastor  St.  Paul  UAAC;  Harvey  L  Watson, 
D.S.  Durham;  Simeon  F.  Cummings,  Raleigh,  con 
ference  council  staffperson;  John  M.  Cline,  Jr„  D.S. 
Rocky  AAount,-  Wallace  H.  Kirby,  Raleigh,  pastor 
Edenton  UMC;  Warren  B.  Petteway,  D.S.  Raleigh; 
Harold  F.  Leatherman,  D.S.  New  Bern;  Nicholas  W 
Grant.  Burlington,  D.S.  Burlington. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Grltr  L. 
Garrick,  Jacksonville,  office  supplies;  AAJIdred'  Fry, 
Raleigh;  AAarjorle  AAann,  Sanford;  George  Forehand, 
Burlington,  businessman;  John  AA.  AAeares,  Raleigh, 
conference  council  staffoerson;  Charles  K.  AAcAdams, 
Raleigh,  conference  Treasurer;  Bruce  Hargrove, 
Raleigh,  educator;  Richard  B.  Bryant,  Jr„  Chapel 
Hill,  student;  Jean  Dor  sett,  Mt.  Gilead;  Nelson  Gibson, 
Gibson,  businessman. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Albert 
F  Fisher,  Durham,  assistant  director,  Duke 
Endowment,  Vernon  C.  Tyson,  Fayetteville,  pastor 
Hay  Street  UAAC;  Rufus  H.  Stark  II,  Raleigh,  pastor 
Fairmont  UMC;  Norwood  L.  Jones.  D.S.  Elizabeth 
City;  Barney  L.  Davidson,  Wilson,  pastor  First  UMC; 
James  H.  Miller,  Jr.,  D.S.  Fayetteville;  J.  Paul 
Edwards,  Goldsboro,  D.S.  Goldsboro;  Herman  S. 
Winder ry,  Garner,  pastor  First  UMC;  G.  Robert 
AAcKenzie,  Burlington,  pastor  Front  Street  UMC;  AA. 
Dewey  Tyson,  Henderson,  pastor  First  UAAC. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Ross  E. 
Townes,  Durham,  professor,  Steve  Banks,  Raleigh, 
student;  Stacy  Weaver,  Jr.,  Fayetteville,  attorney; 
Irene  F.  Gattis,  Raleigh,  consecrated  lay  worker, 
Frank  I.  Ballard,  Wilmington,  architect;  Arnold  K. 
King,  Sr.,  Chapel  Hill,  professor,-  Seaborne  Blair, 
M.D.,  Wallace;  L.  H.  Moore,  AAaxton,  businessman; 
John  H.  Brooks,  Raleigh,  attorney;  AAartha  Garrick, 
Jacksonville. 

South  Carolina  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  A.  McKay 
Brabham.  D.  S.  Spartanburg;  James  Barrett, 
president  Spartanburg  AAethodist  College;  J.  W.  Curry 
Sr.,  D.  S.  Rock  Hill;  Thomas  N.  Brittain,  Spartanburg, 
pastor  Trinity  UMC;  Eben  Taylor,  D.  S.  Anderson;  W. 

C.  Reid,  Laurens,  pastor  First  UAAC;  Ralph  Cannon, 
Sumter,  pastor  Trinity  UAAC;  Omega  Newman,  D.  S. 
Charleston;  C.  J.  Lupo,  D.  S.  Greenwood;  Charles  L. 
Johnson,  pastor  Clover  Charge. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Fletcher  Carter, 
Columbia,  staff-person  conference  council;  Richard 
Fields,  Charleston,  judge;  Mrs.  AAarion  Gramllng, 
Gramllng;  Allen  Code,  Seneca,  retired  teacher;  R.  L. 
Grigsby.  Columbia  president  AAidtands  Technical 
College;  Harry  Kent,  Charleston,  contractor,  con¬ 
ference  lay  leader;  Mrs.  Sarah  Parker,  Pendleton, 
teacher;  AArs.  Lois  Burkhalter,  Columbia;  AArs.  Connie 
Byrnside,  Greer,  president  conference  UMW;  Michael 
Watson,  M.  D.  Bamberg. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  James 
H.  Nates,  Charleston,  pastor  Grace  UMC;  E.  E. 
Jenkins,  pastor  Darlington  Parish;  Granville  A.  Hicks, 

D.  S.  Orangeburg;  W.  R,  Kinnett,  Greenville,  pastor 
Trinity  UMC:  George  Whitaker,  pastor  Clemson  UMC; 
Robert  Reynolds.  Cheraw,  pastor  First  UAAC;  Phil  AA. 
Jones,  Charleston,  pastor  Aldersgate  UMC;  F.  Oscar 
Smith,  Columbia,  director  conference  council;  Allan 
R.  Broome,  Columbia,  executive  director  Epworth 
Children's  Home,  Wright  Spears,  Columbia,  president 
Columbia  College;  John  M.  Stapleton,  pastor  AAauldin 
UAAC. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  AArs. 
AAarion  Jones,  Columbia,  staffperson  Conference 
Council;  Spencer  Rice,  Columbia,  staffperson  con 
ference  council;  Sam  Middleton,  Orangeburg,  school 
administrator;  J.  C.  Hlpp,  Loris,  businessman, 
Richard  Poole,  Columbia;  Emmett  Jerome,  Rock  Hill; 
Rhett  Jackson,  Columbia,  business  executive;  Paul  A 
Wood  Jr„  Camden,  student;  Parker  Evatt,  Columbia, 
state  legislator;  AArs.  Joyce  Brantley,  Spartanburg, 
Richard  AAurphy,  Spartanburg. 

Western  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Charles  D. 
White,  Charlotte,  administrative  assistant  to  the 
bishop;  Jerry  AAurray,  Salisbury,  pastor  First  Church; 
Thomas  Langford,  Durham,  dean  of  Duke  Divinity 
School;  H.  Claude  Young,  Thomasvllle,  pastor 
AAemorial  UMC;  R.  Herman  Nicholson,  D.  S. 
Asheville;  James  C.  Peters,  Charlotte,  associate 
director  conference  council;  John  Christy,  North 
Wilkesboro,  pastor  First  UMC;  Orion  N.  Hutchinson 
Jr.,  Asheville,  pastor  Central  UAAC;  J.  Clay  AAadison. 
Lake  Junaluska,  director  conference  pension  fund, 
Philip  L.  Shore  Jr.,  D.  S.  Gastonia;  John  L 
McWhorter,  Gastonia,  pastor  First  UAAC;  H.  Eugene 
Peacock,  D.  S.  High  Point;  R.  Paschal  Waugh,  Kings 
Mountain,  pastor  Central  UMC. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Wesley  Bailey, 
Winston  Salem,  attorney,  conference  lay  leader,  Lucy 
Gist,  Charlotte,  deaconess,  director  Bethlehem  Cen¬ 
ter,  William  T.  Boyd,  Ashboro.  realtor;  W.  David 
Stedman,  Ashboro,  business  executive;  AArs.  Leslie 
Bamhardt,  Charlotte;  Clarence  Winchester,  Green 
sboro,  realtor,  chairperson  conference  council;  0.  E 
Dillon,  Kearnersvllle,  realtor;  R.  Powell  AAajors, 
Charlotte,  retired  business  executive;  AArs.  Fletcher 
Nelson,  AAorgantown,  past  president  conference  UMW, 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Redding,  Jr.,  Ashboro,  past  president 
conference  UMW;  James  A.  Summers,  Salisbury, 
business  executive;  Joe  C.  Totherow,  Winstor.  Salem, 
manufacturer's  representative;  Jerry  Wolfe, 
Cherokee,  masonry  instructor,  job  corps  center,  lay 
leader  Cherokee  AAethodist  Conference. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Cecil 
AAarcellus,  Winston  Salem,  D.  S.  Winston  Salem 
Northeast.  Tom  Stockton,  Charlotte,  pastor  Myers 
Park  UMC,  Robert  Young,  Durham,  chaplain  Duke 
University;  Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald,  Winston-Salem 


AAassey,  Waynesville,  retail  clothier,  president  Lake 
Junaluska  trustees;  Mrs.  James  Cornelius,  AAonroe, 
associate  In  Christian  Education;  Phillip  N  Sales, 
Asheville,  chemical  engineer,  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Stamey! 
North  Wilkesboro;  Isaac  AAiller,  Greensboro,  president 
Bennett  College;  AArs.  Howard  Doyle,  Statesville, 
social  services;  Robert  AA.  Smith,  Mt.  Airy, 
businessperson;  Fred  C.  Hobson,  Yadklnvllle,  retired 
school  administrator.  Dean  Reavls,  Yadkinvllle, 
student. 

North  Georgia  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy;  Cecil  Myers. 
Athens,  pastor  First  UAAC;  A.  C.  Epps.  Atlanta.  D.S. 
Atlanta  Stockbrldge,  Bevel  Jones,  Decatur,  pastor 
First  UMC;  Gordon  Thompson,  Atlanta,  professor 
Candler  School  of  Theology;  Dan  Rice,  D.S.  Dalton; 
Eugene  Drinkard,  Athens,  D.S.  Athens  El berton;  W.H. 
Ruff,  Atlanta,  D.S.  Atlanta- Emory;  Robert  Taylor, 
D.S.  Augusta;  Larry  Bauman,  Atlanta,  pastor  Glenn 
AAemorial;  Charles  Williams,  Atlanta,  D.S.  Atlanta 
AAarietta. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  Joe  Dekle, 
Atlanta,  businessperson,  conference  lay  leader.  James 
AAackay,  Decatur,  attorney,  D.  W.  Brooks,  Atlanta, 
board  chairman  farmers  cooperative;  Miss  Lee 
Drinkard.  Athens,  student;  Bert  Lance,  Calhoun,  bank 
president;  AArs.  AAaude  Sneed,  Stone  AAountain, 
president  conference  UMW;  Elizabeth  Pickett, 
Atlanta;  T.  R.  Wilson,  Atlanta,  painter;  AAarilyn 
Roberts,  Dahlonega,  conference  staffperson;  Paul 
Webb,  Atlanta,  attorney. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  AAarion 
Sherrill,  Atlanta,  executive  director  conference 
council;  Herchel  Sheets,  Atlanta,  minister  of  program, 
Glenn  AAemorlal  UMC;  Dumas  Shelnutt,  Atlanta,  D.S. 
Atlanta  Southwest;  Cornelius  Henderson,  pastor  Ben 
Hill  UMC;  Charles  Wilson,  Athens,  pastor  St.  James 
UMC;  Hubert  Flanagan,  D.S.  Rome,  A.S.  Dickerson, 
Atlanta,  conference  staffperson;  Tom  A.  Whiting, 
Atlanta,  Peachtree  Road  UMC;  Neal  Wlndom,  D.S. 
Griffin;  Frank  Prince,  Decatur,  D.S.  Atlanta- Decatur 
Oxford;  James  AA.  Thompson,  Gainesville,  pastor  First 
UAAC;  Sam  Coker,  Atlanta,  Grace  UMC. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Richard 
Fleet,  Athens,  businessperson,  president  conference 
UAAM.  Eleanor  Richardson,  Atlanta,  state  legislator; 
Earl  Wilson,  AA.D.  Atlanta,  retired;  AAary  Daniel, 
AAcDonough;  Ken  Vinlng,  Atlanta,  businessperson, 
AAelanie  Wilder,  Rome,  student;  Mrs.  Lacy  Camp, 
Rome.  Jeff  Barber,  Athens,  student;  Miss  AAartha 
King,  Rome,  vocational  counsellor;  AA.  O.  Gustafson, 
Griffin,  businessperson;  James  Jackson,  Atlanta, 
retired  civil  service  employe;  Roy  Landrum,  Augusta, 
retired  businessperson. 

South  Georgia  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy  G.  Ross 
Freeman,  D.  S.  AAacon;  A.  Jason  Shlrah,  D.S. 
Valdosta;  Guy  Hutcherson,  D.f„  Columbus;  C.W. 
Hancock,  AAacon,  pastor  Mulberry  Street  UAAC;  David 
Duck,  Valdosta,  pastor  First  UAAC;  C.E.  Carlker,  D.S. 
Thomasvllle. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  George  AAayo, 
Savannah,  businessperson;  Augusta  Carruth,  Brun¬ 
swick,  member  Board  of  Global  AAinistrles;  S.  Walter 
AAartin,  president  Valdosta  State  College;  George 
Wright,  Tlfton,  business  person;  Ina  Randitt,  Cochran, 
president  conference  UMW;  Louis  Jordan,  Valdosta. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Billy 
Key,  Tifton,  pastor  First  UAAC;  Bill  Hinson,  Columbus, 
pastor  Wynnton  UMC;  V.L.  Daughtery,  Savannah, 
pastor  Epworth  UAAC;  Alvis  Waite  Jr.,  D.  S.  Waycross, 
Linton  Powell.  Savannah,  pastor  Speedwell  UMC; 
Weymon  Cleveland,  Savannah,  pastor  Wesley 
Monumental;  Bernard  Robertson,  St.  Simons  Island, 
D.S.  Epworth -by  the- Sea;  Laurence  Houston,  St. 
Simons  Island,  conference  council  director. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mrs.  J.R. 
Rivers,  Camilla,  former  president  conference  UMW; 
J.  Taylor  Phillips,  Macon,  |udge;  B.l.  Thornton, 
Cordele,  businessperson;  Norman  Johnson,  Savannah, 
businessperson;  AArs.  Nevolla  Wright,  Columbus.  Miss 
Sid  Shephard,  Valdosta,  student;  Will  Peterson, 
Soperton,  businessperson;  James  Snead,  Nashville, 
staffperson  United  AAethodist  Men. 

Red  Bird  Missionary  Annual  Conference 

General  and  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates, 
clergy:  John  W.  Blschoff,  Beverly,  Ky.,  conference 
superintendent.  Lay  delegate:  Ruby  Lambdin,  Frakes, 
Ky.,  teacher. 

Tennessee  Annual  Conference 

General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  Robert  H. 
Spain,  Nashville,  pastor  Belle  AAeade  UMC;  William 
W.  Morris,  D.S.  Clarksville;  L.  D.  AAasters,  Nashville, 
D.S.  Nashville- Frank  I  in,-  J.  E.  Broyles,  Nashville, 
pastor  Inglewood  UMC;  Roy  C.  Clark,  Nashville, 
pastor  West  End  UAAC;  Billy  AA.  Starnes,  Pulaski, 
president  AAartin  College. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  James  AA.  Bell, 
Dickson,  real  estate;  Anne  AAcKenzie,  Livingston, 
deaconess;  Mrs.  Gladys  M.  Fitts,  Nashville, 
statistician,-  Floyd  Ford,  Clarksville,  professor;  D.  R. 
Buttrey,  Nashville,  banker,-  Lloyd  Stone,  Mur¬ 
freesboro,  retired  federal  government  employee. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  William 
H.  Tomlin,  Madison,  D.S.  Nashville-Cumberland;  John 
G.  Corry,  Nashville,  conference  council  director;  H.  F. 
Blankenship,  D.S.  Murfreesboro;  C.  H.  Hunt,  Mur 
freesboro,  pastor  First  UAAC;  William  L.  Barnes, 
Nashville,  pastor  Edgehill  UAAC. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mrs. 
EvelynAAcKee,  Carthage,  churchsecretary;  Mrs.  O.  S. 
Luton,  Clarksville;  George  Turner,  Lewlsburg,  retired 
school  teacher;  Thomas  K.  Potter,  Nashville,  United 
AAethodist  Publishing  House;  Walter  T.  Durham, 
Gallatin,  building  supplies. 

Virginia  Annual  Conference 
General  Conference  delegates,  clergy:  C.  P.  Mlnnlck 
jr„  Arlington,  pastor  Mt.  Olivet  UAAC;  Godfrey  L.  T ate 
Jr.,  D.  S.  Ashland;  Paul  D.  AAartin  Jr.,  Richmond, 
director  UM  Home,  Inc.;  Harold  H,  Fink,  Richmond, 
pastor  Trinity  UMC;  J.  Roy  Smith,  D.S.  Roanoke, 
Harry  B.  Eaton,  Richmond,  conference  council 
director;  R.  Kern  Eutsler,  D.S.  Alexandria;  Jacob  W 
AAast,  D.  S.  Lynchburg;  William  E.  Knight,  Roanoke, 
pastor  Windsor  Hills  UMC;  Theodore  E.  Landis, 
Danville,  pastor  Mt.  Vernon  UMC;  Joseph  T.  Carson 
Jr.,  Lynchburg,  pastor  Fort  Hill  UAAC;  Lee  B. 
Sheeffer,  Salem,  pastor  First  UAAC;  Ernest  K. 
Emurian,  Arlington,  pastor  Cherrydale  UAAC;  Esdras 
S.  Gruver,  D.S.  Winchester. 

General  Conference  delegates,  lay:  W.  Roland 
Walker.  Kenbridge,  contractor,-  Jerry  B.  Bray  Jr., 
Norfolk,  judge,  Mrs.  Harry  E.  Born,  Oakton,-  Harold 
B.  Kellam,  Norfolk,  insurance;  Robert  B.  Carpenter 
Jr.,  Altavista,  construction  superintendent;  William  r. 
Rctoey  Jr.,  Buena  Vista,  business  executive;  Luther  W. 
White  III,  Ashland,  president  Randolph  AAacon 
College;  Mrs,  H.  Eugene  Baker,  Richmond;  A.  G. 
Jefferson,  Lynchburg,  optician;  Mrs.  Patti  B.  Rankin, 
Ashland,  businessperson;  John  B.  Russell,  Richmond, 
attorney;  William  C.  Vaughan,  Lynchburg,  auto 
dealer,  Willard  H.  Douglas  Jr„  Richmond,  |udge, 
JohnC.  Simpson  Jr.,  Danville,  optometrist;  J.  Edgar 
Rove,  Hampton,  business  executive. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  clergy:  Betty 
Jane  Clem,  Blue  Grass,  Highland  Larger  Parish; 
George  S.  Lightner,  Richmond,  conference  staff 
person;  M.  Douglas  Newman,  Roanoke,  Green 
AAemorlal  UMC;  Beverly  Felty,  D.S.  Danville;  H.  H. 
Hughes  Sr.,  D.  S.  Richmond,  Elmer  A.  Thompson, 
Richmond,  conference  staffperson;  Eugene  R. 
Woolridge  Jr.,  D.S.  Harrisonburg,-  Frank  H.  VanDyck, 
D.S.  Staunton,  w  Carroll  Freeman,  D.S.  Farmvllle; 
Harvey  W  Ashby,  Roanoke,  pastor  South  Roanoke 
UMC,  Robert  P  ,  Parker,  Winchester,  president 
Shenandoah  College  and  Conservatory  of  AAusic;  Paul 
C.  Bailey,  pastor  Clarksville  UMC;  Richard  B.  Paris, 
Alexandria,  associate  pastor  Aldersgate  UAAC;  Henry 


pastor  Centenary  UMC;  Don  Haynes,  Ashboro.  pastor  M  AAatthews.  Peters^rg.  paste? Wa^irW St 
F,rsl  UMC;  RussMortfon.  Charlotte,  pastor  Dllvralh  UMC;  R  seven,  WalRins  A,llngtoo  ’wc.  F 
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UMC;  Wilson  Nesbitt,  Durham,  director  Duke 
University  Endowment;  Charles  Shannon,  Greens 
boro,  pastor  West  AAarket  Street  UMC;  E.  H.  Nease 
Jr.,  director  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly;  Julian  A. 
Lindsey,  Charlotte,  director  conference  council, 
Harley  Williams,  D  S.  Greensboro,  John  Sills, 
Charlotte,  conference  treasurer  business  manager, 
John  Loader,  Greensboro,  pastor  Muir's  Chapel  UAAC, 
Don  Ellis,  Winston  Salem,  pastor  Burkhead  UAAC, 
John  Burton,  Greensboro,  pastor  Mt  Pleasant.  UMC. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Mary  e. 
Bethea,  Asheville,  director,  home  for  retired 
missionaries,  James  S.  Price  Jr.,  Charlotte,  op 


Douglas  Dillard,  pastor  Fairfax  UMC;  Robert  T. 
Casey,  Falls  Church,  pastor  Culmore  UMC 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates,  lay:  Miss  Kathl 
Hughes.  Harrisonburg,  student;  Miss  Mildred  Cooper. 
Richmond,  conference  council  staffperson,  Clyde  A. 
Decker,  Portsmouth,  retired  businessperson,  Lam 
buth  M.  Clarke,  Norfolk,  president  Virginia  Wesleyan 
College;  Henry  L.  Ravenhorst,  Lexington,  professor, 
JohnC.  Linhoss,  Staunton,  businessperson,  Charles  E. 
Chiles,  Louisa,  John  h,  Rlxse  Jr.,  Alexandria, 
engineer,  Paul  AAcFarland,  Harrisonburg,  student; 
Burton  L.  French,  Alexandria,  agricultural  economist; 
Mrs.  T.  E.  Billingsley,  AAonteray;  Miss  Rebecca  Yow, 


A  detail  from  “The  Day  of  Atonement,”  a  painting  by  Jacob  Kramer  [1892-1962] 
depicts  the  Jewish  experience  of  Yom  Kippur.  [See  story  below] 

REUGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE 

'Holy  days  ’  adapted 


MINNEAPOLIS,  Minn.  —  Minnesota 
United  Methodists  have  been  called  to 
observe  a  10-day  period  of  corporate  or 
group  repentance  parallel  to  the  Jewish 
High  Holy  Days  from  Rosh  Hashanah 
(Day  of  Judgment),  Sept.  6,  to  Yom 
Kippur  i Day  of  Atonement),  Sept.  15. 

Initiated  as  a  fitting  climax  to  the  study 
of  the  Book  of  Jonah,  Minnesotans  are 
now  being  asked  to  consider  making  the 
days  of  repentance  an  annual  tradition  in 
their  churches  by  the  Conference 
Commission  on  Ecumenical  Affairs  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  and  United 
Methodist  Women. 

The  Rev.  Monroe  Bell,  Minneapolis, 
chairperson  of  the  conference  com¬ 
mission,  reported  that  Jewish  leaders 
were  cordial  and  “encouraged  us  to  start 
our  own  traditions”  in  observing  these 


solemn  days  set  aside  for  introspection 
and  soul-searching,  self-denial  and  rest 
—  not  unlike  Lent. 

“The  stress  in  the  Book  of  Jonah  is  on 
the  value  of  corporate  repentance,  and 
we  should  make  a  special  effort  to  con¬ 
sider  our  corporate  sins  as  citizens  in  a 
free  society,"  said  Ms.  Grace  Harkness, 
a  member  of  the  special  task  force  of 
United  Methodist  Women.  “We  want  the 
emphasis  of  our  society  to  be  freedom 
and  justice,  not  destruction  and  death.” 

Yom  Kippur  is  the  holiest  day  in  the 
Jewish  calendar,  completely  given  over 
to  confession  of  sins,  remorse  over 
wrong-doing,  and  a  search  for  recon¬ 
ciliation  and  forgiveness.  Reading  of  the 
Book  of  Jonah  is  a  part  of  the  Yom 
Kippur  observance. 


World  Methodist  action 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC — Actions  look¬ 
ing  toward  a  five-year  evangelism 
thrust,  toward  conversations  with  the 
Lutheran  World  Federation  and  toward 
continued  support  for  restoring  Wesley’s 
Chapel  in  London  marked  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  World  Methodist  Council’s 
Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  also  elected 
some  new  leaders  to  take  office  in  1976 
(see  related  story.) 

The  World  Methodist  Council  links  61 
member  churches  in  the  Methodist 
tradition  around  the  globe.  These  church¬ 
es  have  an  aggregate  membership  esti¬ 
mated  at  about  20,000,000  and  a  total 
“Methodist  community”  estimated  at 
more  than  45,000,000.  The  council  defines 
itself  as  existing  to  serve  the  member 
churches  and  to  “give  unity  to  their 
witness  and  enterprise.” 

The  Council  has  a  membership  of  about 
475  and  the  Executive  Committee  of 
about  125. 

Meeting  Aug.  26-28  in  Accra,  Ghana, 
the  Committee  heard  accounts  of  pro¬ 
gress  in  the  Council’s  year  of  evangelism 
in  1975,  and  voted  to  continue  some  kind 
of  evangelistic  thrust  in  the  1976-81 
quinquennium.  The  recommendation 
calls  for  presentation  of  a  proposed  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  13th  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  Aug.  25-31,  1976,  in  Dublin,  Ireland. 
The  Executive  Committee  expressed 
hope  that  youth  events  on  world  and 
regional  levels  would  be  built  into  the 
program. 

The  Council  will  begin  its  second  set  of 
international  interchurch  bilateral  con¬ 
versations  when  world  Methodists  sit 
down  with  world  Lutherans,  and  a  report 
on  the  Council’s  first  international  bi¬ 
lateral  conversations  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  was  presented  by  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  who 
heads  Methodist  participants.  He  said 
the  group  is  working  toward  a  report  on 
five  years  of  conversations,  to  be  given  to 
the  Council  and  the  Vatican  Secretariat 
for  Promoting  Christian  Unity. 

British  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  told  of  restoration  now  in 
progress  on  historic  Wesley’s  Chapel,  the 
“mother  church”  of  Methodism,  but  said 
that  continued  support  is  essential  if 
work  being  done  on  a  pay-as-you-go  basis 
is  to  proceed. 

The  Council  urged  giving  by  all 
member  churches . 


DAYTON,  Ohio 
(UMC)-TheRev. 

Joe  Hale,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  has 
been  named  to  be¬ 
come  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the 
World  Methodist 
Council.  He  is  sch¬ 
eduled  to  succeed 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Lee  Joe  Hale 
F .  Tuttle  on  the  latter’s  retirement  in  late 
August  1976.  Mr.  Hale  is  now  director  of 
cooperative  ministries  and  ecumenical 
evangelism  in  the  division  of  Evange¬ 
lism,  Worship  and  Stewardship  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Rev.  Hale’s  designation  to  the  top 
full-time  executive  post  in  the  Council 
came  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Executive  Committee  August  26-28 
in  Accra,  Ghana. 

The  elections  at  Accra  are  subject  to 
confirmation  by  the  full  Council  when  it 
meets  in  connection  with  the  13th  World 
Methodist  Conference  Aug.  25-31,  1976, 
Dublin,  Ireland. 


EYES  TOO  SORE? 

Bathe  them  with  soothing  LAVOPTIK  Medic¬ 
inal  Eye  Wash.  Offers  prompt  relief  for  sore, 
tired,  burning  eyes.  Aids  natural  healing.  Floats 
away  dust,  dirt  and  other  irritants.  For  depend¬ 
able  eye  comfort  get  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash 
with  eye  cup  included  at  your  local  druggist. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back 


NEEDING  PEWS? 


Send  for  Complete  Details 

OVERHOLTZER 
CHURCH  FURNITURE  INC. 


tomelrist;  Mrs.  James  E.  Smith,  Greensboro,  retired  Danville,  Christian  education  director;  Clyde  P,  Flggs! 
hospital  administrator;  AArs.  William  D.  Rinehart,  parksley.  Donald  A.  Vanfine,  Springfield,  retired 
Salisbury,  corporate  secretary,  president  conference  businessperson.  AArs.  A.  Paul  Hartz,  Waverly,  Mrs 
UMW,  Richard  C.  Erwin,  Winston  Salem,  attorney.  James  Allen,  Arlington,  D.  Glen  Langston,  Arlington, 
William  D  Caffrey,  Greensboro,  attorney.  W  Hut*  local  church  staffperson 


Hearing  Loss  is  not 
a  Sign  of  Old  Age 

Chicago,  III. — A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  non¬ 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  ever  made  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
requesting  it. 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model  now.  Wear  it  in  the  privacy 
of  your  ow  n  home  to  see  how  tiny 
hearing  help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to 
keep,  free.  The  actual  aid  weighs 
less  than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and 
it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit.  No 
wires  lead  from  body  to  head. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no  cost, 
and  certainly  no  obligation.  Thou¬ 
sands  have  already  been  mailed, 
so  write  today  to  Dept. 4807. 
Beltone  Klcctronics, 4201  W.  Vic¬ 
toria  Street,  Chicago,  III.  60646. 


Take  my  son. 


”1  want  his  life  to  be  better  than 
mine.”  This  is  a  father’s  plea  to 
one  of  our  superintendents  in  India. 

Ironically,  this  boy’s  name  is 
JOY,  yet  he  seldom  smiles.  All  of* 
his  young  life  has  been  one  of 
poverty  and  want.  Joy  and  his 
family  would  eat  once  every  other 
day.  Finally  the  father  begged  the 
superintendent  to  provide  some 
kind  of  care  for  Joy. 

Joy  can  be  helped  through  the 
sponsorship  program  of  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC.  if  someone 
cares  about  his  needs.  For  ten 
dollars  a  month  you  could  sponsor 
Joy  or  another  needy  child.  You 
would  receive  “your”  child’s  case 
history,  picture,  and  address.  You 
can  write  to  the  child  and  he  will 
reply. 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN.  INC.  is 
in  its  eleventh  year  of  helping 
homeless  children  by  giving  them 
a  good  start  in  life,  both  physically 
and  spiritually.  Few  experiences 
can  match  the  happiness  that 
comes  from  helping  a  destitute 
child.  WCI  is  U.  S.  government 
approved  so  that  all  gifts  are  tax 
deductible.  Won’t  you  join  our  fine 
family  of  sponsors?  Please  write: 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 

the  need  Is  greatest _ 

I  prefer  a  child  In, 


Enclosed  Is  payment  far  first 


Name_ 
Streel_ 
City  ~ 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey,  Regional 
Director,  P.  O.  Box  2979,  Winter  Haven,  Fla. 
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Dispute  centers  on  Abraham's  tomb 

HEBRON  —  Jews  pray  outside  the  walls  of  the  Ibrahimi  Mosque  in  Hebron  in 
Israeli-occupied  Jordan.  The  mosque,  a  shrine  for  Jews.  Muslims  and  Christians, 
has  become  involved  in  an  international  dispute  involving  Jordan.  Israel  and  the 
United  Nations. 

Dating  from  the  13th  Century,  the  mosque  is  built  on  the  ruins  of  a  Crusader 
church,  which,  in  turn,  was  built  on  the  “double  cave”  of  Machpelah,  the  traditional 
burial  site  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  their  wives.  It  is  located  18  miles 
south  of  Jerusalem.  Both  Arabs  and  Jews  revere  the  site  since  both  consider 
Abraham  the  father  of  their  people. 

Dispute  over  access  to  the  Hebron  shrine  has  simmered  for  a  long  time.  During 
the  British  mandate  over  Palestine,  Jews  were  allowed  only  to  the  first  seven  steps 
leading  to  the  caves,  and  under  Jordanian  rule,  Jews  were  not  permitted  on  the  site 
at  all.  Since  the  1967  Arab-Israeli  war,  Jews  and  Muslims  have  shared  access  to  the 
sacred  tombs  on  a  complicated  time-table  but  sometimes  the  two  groups  confronted 
each  other  and  scuffles  ensued. 

In  early  August.  Israel  proposed  a  plan  under  which  Muslims  would  be  restricted 
to  use  one  *f  the  cr  *"is  containing  the  tombs  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca,  while  Jews  will 
use  the  cave  whe.e  Abraham  and  Sarah  and  Jacob  and  Leah  are  buried.  This 
brought  complaints  from  Muslims  and  religious  Jews  and  from  the  Jordanian  Prime 
Minister,  who  cabled  U.N.  Secretary  General  Kurt  Waldheim  about  “serious  Israeli 
measures  taken  against  the  sanctity  and  physical  integrity”  of  the  mosque.  Israel 
'•ejected  as  "completely  baseless"  the  Jordanian  charges  alleging  violation  of 
Muslim  religious  rights  and  said  that  Jordan’s  record  of  forbidding  Jewish  access  to 
the  shrine  and  other  Holy  Places  for  19  years  “surely  denies  the  Jordanian  govern¬ 
ment  any  moral  standing  in  such  issues.”  religious  news  service  photo 


By  love ,  service 

5,000  youth  asked 
to  renew  church 


TAIZE,  France  (EPS)  —  Upwards  ol 
5.000  young  people  and  adults  were  told  to 
renew  the  church  from  the  inside  rather 
than  the  outside  by  a  prior  6f  the 
'’rotestant  monastic  community  here. 

he  occasion  was  a  mass  meeting  called 

‘The  Day  of  the  People  of  God”  on 
August  17. 

Brother  Roger  Schutz,  prior  of  Taize, 
called  on  all  present  to  work  for  the 
renewal  of  the  church  and  to  "spin 
threads  of  fellowship  with  the  forgotten 
people  of  the  world.”  And  it  is  only  by  a 
supreme  act  of  love  that  the  threads  of 
fellowship  will  be  created,  he  said. 

-  “What  is  being  woven  therefore  is  the 
robe  of  Christ,  his  church.  This  is  a 
celebration  where  the  forgotten  ones 
become  in  turn  the  inventors  and 
creators  of  communion,”  he  said. 

To  actualize  this  fellowship,  the  young 
people  will  go,  two  by  two,  into  Christian 
communities  and  parishes  in  different 
European  countries  “seeking  together 
the  mystery  of  Easter,  which  is  the  Risen 
Christ,  and  searching  for  the  springs  of 
love  and  life.” 

In  addition,  the  prior  announced  that 
some  young  people  will  go  to  Nairobi 
three  months  before  the  Fifth  World 
Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  Assembly  to 


share  the  Gospel  with  those  living  in  the 
poorer  quarters  of  the  Kenyan  capital. 

In  his  speech,  Dr.  Philip  Potter, 
general  secretary  of  the  WCC  and  one  of 
the  guests  of  honour,  underlined  that  the 
ecumenical  vocation  was  not  only  to 
reconcile  differences  among  Christians, 
but  also  to  work  ceaselessly  for  the 
liberation  and  unity  of  all  peoples  of  the 
world  in  Christ.  To  say  that  the 
ecumenical  movement  is  blocked 
because  of  the  conflicts  among  churches 
and  Christians  obliged  to  confront  the 
harsh  realities  of  our  world  was  a  “false 
judgement,”  he  said.  In  the  past  there 
was  the  danger  of  trying  to  promote 
“cheap”  ecumenism.  Today  the  per¬ 
spective  is  more  global,  humane  and 
biblical,  he  said. 

Affirming  that  there  can  be  no 
reconciliation  without  facing  up  to  the 
real  conflicts  (North-South,  white  and 
black,  rich  and  poor,  men  and  women), 
Dr.  Potter  said  the  chief  roadblock  lay  in 
“the  refusal  to  face  these  conflicts  with 
courage  and  a  willingness  to  be  changed, 
renewed,  reconciled.”  What  is  needed 
today  is  that  “we  all  become  companions 
on  the  road  that  was  traced  by  Jesus 
Christ,  who  goes  before  us  bidding  us  to 
follow  him  along  the  ecumenical  way.” 


Blacks  told  faith,  women 
can  change  male  image 


MIAMI  (RNS)  —  A  national  black 
church  convention  was  told  here  that  the 
role  and  image  of  the  black  male  must 
change  if  blacks  are  to  take  full  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  opportunities  now  open  to 
them. 

The  two  key  factors  in  that  change  are 
.black  women  and  the  Christian  faith, 
jnen  and  women  leaders  of  the  Christian 
;Methodist  Episcopal  (C.M.E.)  Church 
jold  some  1,600  members  of  the 
denomination. 

;  “Black  women  are  determined  to  move 
.black  men  into  their  rightful  place  as 
;head  of  the  home,"  said  Bishop  Joseph  A. 
•Johnson  Jr.,  of  the  Fourth  Episcopal 
;District  (Mississippi  and  Louisiana). 

;  He  said  the  “church  is  trying  to  con- 

Pope  urges  faithful 
:to  answer  question 
‘Who  is  Jesus?’ 

•  VATICAN  CITY  (RNS)  —  Pope  Paul, 
■describing  the  Holy  Year  as  “a  special 
■encounter  with  Jesus  Christ,”  urged  the 
faithful  to  reflect  on  the  church’s  answer 
to  the  question.  “Who  is  Jesus?” 

■  It  is  “a  formidable  question,"  said  the 
pontiff,  and  one  that  offers  a  serious 
challenge  to  mankind,  because  responses 
to  it  can  affect  the  character  and 
meaning  of  one’s  life. 

.  “Let  us  keep  this  identity  of  Christ 
present  in  our  thoughts,  in  our  hearts, 
and  in  our  lives,"  urged  the  Pope.  “Let 
us,  with  Peter,  proclaim,  ‘You  are  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God’.” 


vince  the  black  male  that  the  right  kind 
of  family  life  has  moral  and  ethical 
underpinnings,  and  that  the  Christian 
faith  provides  that." 

Mrs.  Cora  B  Williams,  secretary  of 
literature  and  publications  of  the 
Women’s  Missionary  Council  of  the 
C.M  .E.  Church,  said  blacks  have  much  to 
do  in  improving  their  health  —  especially 
in  the  area  of  proper  diet  —  and  in 
education. 

But  the  most  important  calling  for 
C.M.E.  women,  she  said,  is  to  “develop  a 
family  style  based  on  Biblical  principles 
and  demonstrate  to  others  that  through 
Christianity  life  can  be  beautiful  despite 
their  backgrounds." 

Mrs.  Williams  and  Bishop  Johnson 
were  among  the  participants  at  the 
eighth  quadrennial  session  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Council,  which 
considered  the  role  of  men  and  women  in 
developing  the  black  family.  Official 
delegates,  visitors  and  observers  at¬ 
tended  from  all  50  states. 

Commenting  on  the  improvements  in 
the  role  and  image  of  black  males. 
Bishop  Johnson  noted  that  there  are  now 
1,600  blacks  in  elected  city,  county,  state 
and  federal  positions  in  the  deep  south. 

“There  has  been  a  200  per  cent  growth 
of  male  participation  in  the  church  in  the 
past  decade,”  he  said.  “We  had  5,000  men 
at  a  laymen's  meeting  last  year  in 
Dallas.  We  wouldn’t  have  dreamed  of 
that  15  years  ago.” 

Mrs.  Williams  urged  delegates  to 
consider  themselves  missionaries  to 
bring  Christianity  to  their  families  and 
thus  strengthen  the  family  structure  and 
the  black  image 


School  year  opening  poses  issues 

Religious  community  wrestles  with  parochial  aid ,  prayer ,  textbooks 


By  Religious  News  Service 

The  beginning  of  another  school  year 
finds  the  religious  community  continuing 
to  wrestle  with  a  wide  variety  of  issues 
involved  in  the  relationship  of  education 
to  religion. 

These  issues  include  the  problems  of 
church  sponsored  schools,  particularly 
government  aid  and  government 
requirements  for  accreditation.  And  they 
include  such  public  school  issues  as 
prayer  and  textbooks,  and  Bible 
distribution. 

The  long  struggle  over  government  aid 
to  church-related  schools  has  not  ended. 
This  past  spring,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
dealt  the  movement  another  severe  blow 
in  striking  down  a  Pennsylvania  law  that 
provided  various  auxiliary  services  to 
parochial  school  pupils.  But  attempts  to 
provide  aid  are  continuing. 

In  early  August,  Pennsylvania  Gov. 
Milton  J.  Shapp  signed  into  law  a  new  $31 
million  aid  package,  which  opponents 
immediately  announced  they  would 
challenge  on  constitutional  grounds. 

Aid  to  parochial  schools 

Parochial  school  aid  is  an  issue  that 
deeply  divides  the  religious  community. 
While  some  religious  groups  contend  that 
exclusion  of  their  schools  from  tax  funds 
constitutes  injustice  and  discrimination, 
other  religious  groups  hold  that  govern¬ 
ment  aid  unjustly  forces  taxpayers  to 
support  religious  points  of  view  with 
which  they  disagree.  Opponents  of 
government  aid  also  contend  that  in  a 
school  operated  for  religious  purposes,  it 
is  impossible  to  separate  a  religious 
element  of  the  school  program  from  the 
secular. 

Baptists,  with  a  strong  tradition  of 
emphasis  on  church-state  separation, 
have  been  among  the  strongest  op¬ 
ponents  of  parochial  school  aid.  In  April, 
Dr.  James  E.  Wood  Jr.,  executive 
director  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Affairs,  told  a  hearing  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  federal  Office  of  Education 
(HEW)  that  his  agency  was  concerned 
about  proposed  guidelines  that  would 
channel  federal  funds  to  educationally- 
deprived  students  in  non-public  schools. 

Methodists 9 
Waldensians 
sign  pact 

ROME  (RNS)  —  The  Waldensian  and 
Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  of  Italy 
have  taken  a  further  step  on  the  road  to 
eventual  union. 

A  new  “Pact  of .  Integration”  was 
ratified  at  a  recent  joint  session  of  the 
two  denominations. 

Under  the  agreement,  which  had  been 
prepared  by  a  special  commission  of  the 
Waldensian  Synod  and  the  Methodist 
Conference,  the  two  churches  will  not 
lose  autonomy,  but  will  share  identical 
sub-divisions  in  circuits  and  regional 
districts. 

The  pact  expresses  the  hope  that  “in 
four  years’  time,”  there  will  be  “com¬ 
plete  unification”  of  the  two  churches, 
“symbolized  by  the  constitution  of  one 
single  Synod.” 

The  Waldensian  Church,  which  is 
Presbyterian  in  theology,  began  in  the 
12th  century  as  a  movement  within  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  became 
Protestant  in  the  16th  century.  Italian 
Waldensians  number  about  30,000. 

Methodism  began  in  18th  Century 
England  with  the  preaching  of  John 
Wesley,  an  Anglican  priest. 

The  Italian  Methodist  Church  has 
about  9,000  adherents. 

The  Waldensian  Synod  and  the 
Methodist  Conference  in  Italy  adopted  a 
“Plan  for  Full  Union,”  in  September, 
1974. 


He  said  the  Baptist  group’s  objections 
“stem  from  a  dual  commitment  on  the 
one  hand  to  religious  liberty  and  church- 
state  separation,  and  on  the  other  hand  to 
the  public  school  system.” 

Another  type  of  “parochial”  school 
that  appears  to  have  been  proliferating  in 
recent  years  is  that  sponsored  by  small, 
conservative  denominations  or  congre¬ 
gations  protesting  against  liberal  trends 
in  public  education.  Often  these  schools 
are  small,  at  least  in  the  beginning,  and 
lack  both  the  facilities  and  the  certified 
staff  to  qualify  for  accreditation. 

The  issue  then  arises  whether  the  state 
can  require  parents  to  remove  their 
children  from  the  unaccredited  schools, 
or  whether  that  would  be  a  violation  of 
religious  freedom. 

In  Ohio,  Presiding  Judge  Joseph  D. 
Kerns  of  the  Second  District  Court  of 
Appeals  said  parents  sending  their 
children  to  the  Tabernacle  Christian 
School  “may  be  fed  up  with  executive 
insistence  on  bureaucratic  paternalism 
.  .  .  and  judicial  insistence  on  prayerless 
schools.”  But  he  said  that  testimony  in 
the  case  did  not  "justify  on  religious 
grounds  a  complete  departure  from  the 
minimum  standards.” 

Prayer  and  Bible  reading 

Much  of  this  movement  toward 
establishing  religious  schools  has  come 
in  reaction  to  Supreme  Court  decisions 
outlawing  prayer  and  devotional  Bible 
reading  in  public  schools,  and  these 
continue  to  be  disputed  issues. 

In  July  the  National  Back  to  God 
Movement,  based  in  Washington,  D.C., 
announced  that  148  organizations, 
religious  and  secular,  had  indicated  in 
writing  their  support  of  a  “united  effort 
to  restore  prayer  in  public  schools.” 

In  June,  Connecticut  Gov.  Ella  Grasso 
signed  a  bill  requiring  school  boards  to 
set  aside  a  period  at  the  beginning  of 
each  school  day  for  “silent  meditation.” 
She  expressed  the  view  that  by  making 
the  law  refer  to  meditation  rather  than 
prayer  it  would  be  able  to  withstand  a 
constitutional  challenge.  In  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  Gov.  Meldrim  Thomson  Jr.,  signed 
a  bill  authorizing  school  districts  to  allow 
voluntary  prayers  and  recitation  of  the 
pledge  of  allegiance  in  public  elementary 
schools.  But  opponents  charged  the  bill 
was  unconstitutional. 

Another  issue  that  has  emerged  in 
recent  years  centers  around  public 
school  textbooks.  The  public  spotlight 
has  been  on  the  situation  in  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  where  a  group  of  fundamentalist 
clergy  and  lay  followers  have  fought  the 
use  of  textbooks  they  called  immoral, 
unpatriotic  and  anti-Christian. 

The  controversy  involves  issues  of 
race,  class  and  cultural  level,  as  well  as 
of  religion.  But  many  outsiders  have  also 
considered  it  a  significant  test  of  the 
question  who  should  have  the  ultimate 
right  to  determine  what  is  taught  in 
public  schools. 

Some  observers  who  do  not  support  the 
particular  criticisms  made  by  the  protest 
groups  in  West  Virginia  nonetheless 
believe  parents  have  a  right  to  a  voice  in 
deciding  what  values  are  taught  to  their 
children.  This  right  has  been  in¬ 
creasingly  asserted  in  ethnic  minority 
communities  in  recent  years. 

Several  other  issues 

Several  other  issues  involving  the 
relation  of  schools  to  religion  face  the 

Church  which 
can't  curse,  can't 
bless ,  prof  says 

VALPARAISO,  Ind.  (RNS)  —  A 
Lutheran  theologian  has  called  for  an  end 
to  a  version  of  Christianity  which  only 
comforts  people. 

“The  church  which  cannot  curse 
cannot  bless,”  Dr.  William  H.  Lazareth 
told  the  annual  institute  sponsored  by  the 
Lutheran  Human  Relations  Association 
of  America  at  Valparaiso  University 
here. 

“Our  people  won’t  listen  to  our  good 
news  because  our  pastors  won’t  first 
preach  bad  news,”  said  Dr.  Lazareth, 
professor  of  systematic  theology  at  the 
Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  in 
Philadelphia,  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  school. 

“Satan  is  as  alive  and  well  as  the  Lord 
Jesus,”  Dr.  Lazareth  declared.  He 
pointed  to  war,  hunger,  overpopulation, 
racism,  ecological  crises,  cynicism, 
secularism,  and  sexism  as  signs  that  that 
is  so. 

The  theologian  said  too  many 
Christians  forget  that  “Christ  is  Lord 
of  the  world  as  well  as  Savior  of  the 
church."  He  warned  that  if  the  politics  of 
Christians  is  not  derived  from  religious 
convictions,  then  “politicians  will  make  a 
religion  of  their  politics." 


nation  as  a  new  school  year  begins 

A  half  century  after  the  famous  Ten¬ 
nessee  “monkey  trial,”  evolution  versus 
the  biblical  account  of  creation  remains  a 
live  issue.  Tennessee  in  1975  is  still 
dealing  with  the  question  of  what  should 
be  taught  about  creation.  California, 
Arkansas,  Texas  and  Michigan  are 
among  the  states  where  latter-day 
versions  of  the  John  T.  Scopes  trial  flare 
intermittently.  Both  the  federal  courts 
and  the  Tennessee  Supreme  Court 
recently  overruled  a  1973  Tennessee  law 
requiring  biology  texts  to  give  the 
biblical  account  of  creation  equal  space 
with  evolution. 

The  Gideons,  the  businessmen’s 
organization  which  places  millions  of 
Bibles  in  hotels,  hospitals  and  other 
places  for  use  by  the  public,  has  found  its 
distribution  of  Bibles  in  public  schools 
coming  under  challenge.  When  Gideon 


Bibles  were  distributed  at  a  school  in 
Prior  Lake,  Minn.,  last  spring  despite  a 
warning  from  the  state  education 
commissioner,  the  Minneapolis  Civil 
Liberties  Union  asked  that  state  aid  to 
the  district  be  suspended.  Earlier  this 
year  a  controversy  arose  in  Alexandria, 
Va..  over  the  distribution  of  Gideon  New 
Tetaments  to  students  on  sidewalks 
outside  high  school  buildings. 

Since  education  so  intimately  involves 
families  and  their  hopes  for  their 
children,  it  is  necessarily  and  in¬ 
trinsically  connected  with  the  fun¬ 
damental  values  of  individuals,  ethnic 
groups,  religious  communities  and 
nations. 

That  means  an  area  of  overlap  between 
education,  however  secular,  and  religion 
will  always  exist.  And  the  religious 
community  will  always  be  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  with  questions  of  education. 


IMMENHAUSEN.  West  Germany  —  Friedrich  Karl  Baas,  a  school  teacher  from 
Immenhausen,  West  Germany,  displays  the  original  Gutenberg  Bible  which  he 
helped  to  authenticate  [See  story  below],  religious  news  service  photo 

Want  a  Gutenberg  Bible? 
It’s  yours  for  $3  millior# 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Any  book  lover 
not  apt  to  find  an  original  Gutenberg 
Bible  in  the  attic,  as  a  pastor  in  West 
Germany  did,  can  get  one  here  with  no 
search  for  roughly  $3  million. 

There  is  currently  one  stop  shopping 
for  a  copy  of  the  world’s  oldest  book 
printed  with  movable  type.  The 
establishment  of  Hans  P.  Kraus,  rare 
book  dealer,  put  a  Gutenberg  on  the 
market  five  years  ago. 

Chances  are  slim  that  any  new  book 
would  be  given  five  years  on  the  shelf 
awaiting  a  buyer.  Most  contemporary 
books  age  fast,  lose  their  value  and  if 
unsold  in  a  few  months  are  reduced  to  77 
cents. 

Five  years  is  no  time  for  an  original 
Gutenberg,  especially  a  near  complete 
two-volume  edition  in  good  condition,  as 
is  Mr.  Kraus’.  Its  value  goes  up,  sold  or 
unsold. 

The  recent  announcement  of  the 
authenticity  of  one  volume  (Genesis 
through  Psalms)  found  in  Immenhausen, 
West  Germany  brings  to  48  the  number  of 
known  complete  and  partial  Gutenbergs 
still  in  existence. 

While  initial  reports  indicated  that  the 


Immenhausen  Bible  was  discovered  by  a 
school  teacher,  later  information 
disclosed  that  it  was  found  17  years  ago 
by  a  Lutheran  pastor.  The  school 
teacher’s  role  was  that  of  championing 
the  identity  of  the  book  as  a  real 
Gutenberg. 

Fourteen  of  the  original  Gutenberg 
Bibles,  including  six  complete  sets,  are  in 
the  U.S.  They  are  all  listed  in  what  is 
known  as  the  Gutenberg  “census,” 
developed  in  large  part  by  the  Rev.  Don 
Cleveland  Norman  of  Chicago. 

The  copy  for  sale  by  Kraus  is  No.  42.  It 
was  printed  around  1450  and  is  one  of  the 
first  of  some  180  to  200  Bibles  printed  by 
Johann  Gutenberg,  a  Mainz  craftsman 
who  invented  movable,  metallic  type. 

The  six  complete,  all  two-volume, 
Gutenbergs  in  the  U.S.  are  in  libraries. 
Three  are  in  New  York,  at  the  Pierpont 
Morgan  Library,  the  Carl  H.  Pforz- 
heimer  Library  and  the  Library  of 
General  Theological  institution. 

Yale  and  Harvard  universities’ 
libraries  have  a  complete  Bible  each,  as 
does  the  Library  of  Congress  in 
Washington,  D.C. 


Billy  Graham  says  First  Lady 
may  regret  TV  statement 


MONTREAT,  S.C.  (EP)  -  Although 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham  says  he 
disagrees  with  statements  by  Mrs.  Betty 
Ford  regarding  premarital  sex  and 
marijuana,  he  suspects  the  First  Lady 
now  wishes  she  had  not  made  the  much 
publicized  statements  on  a  CBS  telecast. 

“I  know  tljat  on  many  occasions  I  have 
put  my  own  foot  in  my  mouth  and  wished 
1  could  retract  a  statement,”  he  said. 
“And  I  think  maybe  she  does  too." 

"She  is  a  remarkable  mother  and 
wonderful  wife.”  Dr  Graham  added, 
“and  her  character  is  reflected  in  her 
family.  But  I  feel  that  after  reflection  she 


would  have  said  it  differently.” 

Mrs.  Ford  was  quoted  as  saying  she 
would  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  her 
18-year-old  daughter  was  considering 
having  an  affair  and  that  if  marijuana 
had  been  popular  when  she  was  young, 
she  probably  would  have  experimented 
with  it. 

Speaking  of  his  own  five  children,  Dr. 
Graham  said:  “If  one  of  them  told  us 
they  had  ...  I  think  my  wife  and  I  would 
be  in  tears.  We  would  expect  them  to 
change  and  to  turn  to  the  Lord  and  ask 
God’s  help." 


New  group  to  stress  Protestant  opposition  to  abortion 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.  —  A  group  of  prominent  Protestants,  most  of  them 
evangelicals,  have  formed  a  Christian  Action  Council  that  will  stress  non-Roman 
Catholic  opposition  to  abortion.  Sponsors  include,  from  left:  Dr.  J.A.O.  Preus. 
president  of  the  Luthern  Church-Missouri  Synod;  Mrs.  Ruth  Bell  Graham,  wife  of 
evangelist  Billy  Graham;  and  Dr.  Harold  Lindsell,  editor  of  Christianity  Today,  the 
evangelical  fortnightly. 

The  two  basic  goals  of  the  council  are:  To  remind  non-Roman  Catholic  Christians 
that  “virtually  all  Christians  from  the  beginning  have  been  against  permissive 
abortion  and  for  the  protection  of  all  human  life,"  and  “to  make  clear  to  lawmakers 
that  abortion  and  related  problems  are  not  merely  sectarian  or  ‘doctrinal’  issues  but 
of  fundamental  importance  to  the  whole  of  W'estern  civilization.’’ 

Additionally,  in  Montreat,  N.C..  Mrs.  Graham  and  two  other  laywomen  formed  a 
task  force  to  mobilize  Protestant  women  ““in  defense  of  life." 

They  were  among  25  Protestant  leaders  who  took  part  in  a  two-day  meeting  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Association  to  plan  strategy  to 
change  the  situation  created  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  1973  abortion  rulings., 

Mrs.  Judy  Kink,  a  Baptist  who  has  been  active  in  the  "pro-life”  movement  since 
1969  and  Mrs.  Jean  Garton.  a  Missouri-Synod  Lutheran,  joined  Mrs.  Graham  in 
organizing  the  task  force.  religious  news  service  photo 
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Bishop  Crutchfield 
explains  conference  study 
on  retirement  facilities 

At  the  May  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  a  resolution  was  passed  which  asked 
the  Conference  to  survey  the  needs  for  an  additional  home  for  those  in  later  years 
The  Conference  already  has  one  such  institution,  the  ver^  fine  Lafon  Home  in  New 
Orleans.  The  thought  behind  the  survey  was  directed  primarily  toward  the 
establishment  of  a  Home  in  another  section  of  the  state.  The  Conference  wisely 
voted  to  survey  our  present  facility  (Lafon)  and  to  investigate  the  need  for  a 
similar,  or  even  dissimilar  but  needed,  home  for  the  elderly  elsewhere.  In  other 
words,  the  conference  asked  for  a  view  of  the  entire  picture  of  our  work  and  witness 
in  the  area  of  care  for  the  elderly. 

At  the  moment  we  are  advised  by  Mr.  John  Owensby,  Dr.  Alfred  Pollar  and  Dr. 
Alfred  Norris  that  a  survey  is  being  made  on  Lafon,  its  equipment,  its  outreach,  its 
facilities,  its  future,  its  plans  for  development.  In  this  issue  a  questionnaire  has  been 
submitted  by  various  persons  of  the  committee  in  the  Shreveport  area,  asking  for 
pertinent  comments  and  data  on  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  home  in  that  region. 

It  is  well  to  remember  two  things.  First,  no  decision  to  have  an  additional  facility 
has  been  made.  Any  such  decision  would  have  to  be  voted  by  the  Annual  Conference 
in  formal  session  The  questionnaire  and  the  survey  will  merely  provide  data  on 
which  a  sound  decision  possibly  could  be  made.  Secondly,  we  will  not  add  to  the 
roster  of  conference  institutions  any  additional  institution,  no  matter  how  badly 
needed,  unless  there  is  a  very  strong  reason  to  believe  that  the  institution  can  be 
adequately  maintained  and  that  it  will  reflect  a  witness  to  Christ  in  a  suitable 
manner 

Therefore,  please  respond  to  the  questionnaire  with  your  keenest  information  and 
the  conference  will  know  which  way  to  go. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


The 


Louisiana 


United 


METHODIST 


Do  United  Methodists  need  a  retirement 
center  in  the  Shreveport  area? 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
authorized  a  Study  Committee  on 
Retirement  Housing  and  Health  Care  to 
make  a  feasibility  study,  to  learn  if  such 
a  Center  is  needed. 

Officers  of  the  Committee  include  Mrs. 
Hugh  T.  Ward.  Chairman.  Ken  Durand, 
Mrs  Adam  Trowbridge.  Mrs.  Charles  M 
Hamel,  Mrs.  Ed  Greer,  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Jackson. 


A  questionnaire  was  prepared  by  Loy 
B  Moore.  Herman  Williamson.  J.  Wesley 
Dowling,  and  Mrs.  Hugh  T.  Ward,  after 
consultation  with  Dr.  Cora  Martin,  of 
Denton,  Texas,  and  Dr.  Herbert  Shore,  of 
Dallas. 

Other  consultants  include  Kay  Borden, 
Bill  Colbert.  Dr.  A.  E.  Dean,  Louis 
Frazier,  J.  S.  Goff.  Beth  Hayes.  Dorothy 


Reisinger,  Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  Neddie 
0.  Roberts,  Shelby  L.  Smith,  Emily 
Thornton,  and  Dr.  Seborn  Woods. 

The  Survey  is  being  circulated  among 
the  United  Methodist  Churches  of  North¬ 
west  Louisiana.  It  should  be  filled  out 
by  every  United  Methodist  55  years  of 
age  or  older,  who  is  concerned.  It  may  be 
turned  in  through  the  local  church,  or 
mailed  to  P.  O.  Box  6026,  Shreveport,  La. 


71106.  by  September  20. 

For  your  information,  the  entire 
Survey  is  printed  here.  If  you  want  to  be 
heard  from,  and  don’t  get  a  copy,  use  this 
page  from  THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST,  and  send  it  in. 


Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey 
(for  the  Committee) 


SURVEY 

For  Non-Profit  Retirement  Facility  To  Be  Located  In  Shreveport  Area 


This  is  a  survey  for  the  Study  Committee  on 
Retirement  Housing  and  Health  Care  (under  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church) 
to  determine  the  need  for  special  housing  and/or 
health  services  for  the  older  people  in  the  congre¬ 
gation  and  the  community.  Will  you  please  take  a 
few  minutes  to  completely  answer  this  Question¬ 
naire,  whether  or  hot  you  think  you  would  use 
such  special  housing  or  services? 

Follow  these  simple  guidelines  in  completing 
this  form: 

1.  Only  those  55  or  older  should  return  it. 

2.  Methodists  or  non  Methodists  may  return  it. 

3.  Deadline  for  returning  is  Sept.  22,  1975. 

4.  Your  name  and  address  may  be  omitted  if 
you  prefer. 

5.  Married  couples  fill  in  one  questionnaire 
jointly,  please. 

OUR  DESIRE  IS  TO  FILL  A  NEED.  THANK 
YOU  FOR  HELPING  US  KNOW  WHAT  THAT 
NEED  IS! 


1.  Name  _ 

2.  Address 


.Sex  _ 
-Zip. 


3.  Home  Church 
City:  _ 


4.  Age  your  last  birthday . 


5.  Marital  Status:  Married 


Divorced  _  Separated 


Widowed _ 

_  Single  __ 


6.  We  are  interested  in  how  many  people  live  in 
your  household. 


Do  you :  Live  Alone _ Live  with  Spouse  _ 

Live  with  Spouse  and  others _ 

Live  with  Others  _ 


7.  Do  you  live  in  A  House _ An  Apartment _ 

Other  ( please  specify )  _ 

8.  How  long  have  you  been  living  at  this  address? 


9.  Now,  we  would  like  for  you  to  give  us  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  your  judgment  about  a  variety  of  features 
that  might  be  included  in  retirement  housing. 
Consider  each  of  the  features  and  mark 
whether  you  think  it  very  important,  of  some 
importance,  or  not  important  at  all. 

Very  Somewhat  Not 
Important  Important  Important 

a)  A  variety  of  accom- 
modations,  such  as  one 
room,  efficiency  apart¬ 
ment,  full  apartment,  or 
separate  cottages : 

b)  Heating  and  air  con¬ 
ditioning  controls  in 

each  apartment:  □  □ 

c)  Tub-Shower  combi¬ 
nation  with  non-slip  sur¬ 
face  and  heavy  duty 

grab  bars:  □  □ 

d)  Emergency  call 
switch  in  bathroom  and 
near  bed  to  summon 

help:  □  □  □ 

e)  All  electric  kitchen 

facilities  in  each  apart¬ 
ment:  □  □  □ 

f)  Storage  space  low 
enough  to  reach  without 

steps :  □  □ 

g)  Electric  outlets  high 

enough  for  easy  reach¬ 
ing:  •  O.  □  □ 

h )  Entrance  to  all  apart¬ 
ments  through  central 
lobby  with  attendant  on 

duty  at  all  times:  □  □  □ 

i)  Covered  front  en¬ 
trance: 

j)  Covered  parking  for 
residents: 

k)  Handrails  in  hall¬ 
ways  : 

l)  Fire  and  smoke  de¬ 


tection  system : 

m )  Central  lounge  area 
with  television  and  card 
tables,  etc: 

n)  Beauty  Parlor  and 
Barber  Shop  in  Build¬ 
ing: 

o)  Drug  Store  with  toil- 
etires,  magazines,  etc. 
in  the  building: 

p)  A  residents’  council 
to  help  determine  policy 
and  programs: 

q)  A  couple  of  apart¬ 
ments  for  visiting  rela¬ 
tives  to  rent  on  a  daily 
or  weekly  basis: 

r)  Outside  storage  for 
boats  and  campers : 


Very  Somewhat  Not 
Important  Important  Important 

□  □  □ 


□ 


□ 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Great 

Appeal 


Some 

Appeal 


No 

Appeal 


10.  A  dining  room  for  residents  would  be  part  of 
the  development.  How  important  do  you  think 
the  following  suggestion  would  be: 

Very  Somewhat  Not 
Important  Imortant  Important 

a)  One  to  three  meals  a 
day  served  in  dining 
room  and  included  in 
monthly  payment: 

b)  Restaurant-style  din¬ 
ing: 

c)  Guest  meal  tickets 
available. 

d)  Outdoor  dining  for 
nice  weather : 

e)  Hot  meals  delivered 
to  your  apartment: 

11.  A  health  center  is  anticipated  as  a  part  of  our 
retirement  facility.  How  important  do  you 
think  each  of  the  following  features  would  be: 

Very  Somewhat  Not 
Important  Important  Important 

a)  A  health  care  center 
for  short  term  illnesses 

and  emergencies :  □  □  □ 

b)  An  extended  care 
facility  for  long  term 

healthcare:  □  □  □ 

12.  How  important  to  you  are  each  of  the 
following  features  in  a  LONG  TERM  HEALTH 
CARE  FACILITY: 

Very  Somewhat  Not 
Important  Important  Important 

a)  Private  Rooms :  □  □  □ 

b)  Rehabilitation  facili¬ 

ties,  with  “physical  ther¬ 
apy,”  “speech  therapy” 
and  occupational  reha¬ 
bilitation:  □  □  □ 

c)  Some  choice  in  menu 

planning:  □  □  □ 

d)  Preventive  health 

programs:  □  □  □ 

e)  A  registered  nurse 

on  duty  at  all  times:  □  □  C 

f)  A  private  doctor  on 
call  if  your  own  doctor  is 

not  available:  □  □  □ 

g)  Psychiatrist  on  the 

staff:  □  □  □ 

h)  Psychiatrically 

trained  nurses  for  men¬ 
tally  confused  resi¬ 
dents:  □  □  □ 

i)  A  pharmacy  in  the 

building:  D  □  □ 

j)  A  swimming  pool  for 

therapy  and  recreation:  □  □  □ 

13.  Residential  facilities  for  retirement  living 
usually  contain  recreational  facilities.  We 
would  like  you  to  consider  each  of  the  features 
below  and  mark  whether  you  think  they  would 
have  great  appeal  for  you,  some  appeal,  or 
none  at  all. 

Great  Some  No 

Appeal  Appeal  Appeal 

a)  Outside  gardening 

area  for  use  of  resi¬ 
dents:  □  □  G 

b)  Landscaped  and  light¬ 
ed  strolling  lanes  on  cb> 
grounds  with  benches 

along  the  way:  C  □  □ 

c)  Shuffle  Board 

courts:  C  □  . 

d)  Small  playground  for 

visiting  children:  D  .  O  □ 

ei  Planned  group  out¬ 
ings  for  residents:  c  n  g 


f)  Adult  education 

courses:  □  □  □ 

g)  Exercise  room  with 

equipment:  □  □  □ 

h)  Lending  library  for 

residents:  □  □  □ 

i)  Activity  room  for 
painting  and  other  art 

hobbies:  □  □  □ 

j)  Room  for  wood-work¬ 
ing:  □  □  □ 

k)  Room  for  knitting, 

sewing,  and  weaving:  □  □  □ 

l)  Room  for  pottery  and 

ceramics:  □  □  □ 

m)  Chapel:  □  □  □ 

n)  Billiard  room :  □  □  □ 

o)  Club  room:  □  □  □ 

p)  Miniature  park  with 
grills  for  picnicing  with 

relatives  and  friends:  □  □  □ 

q)  Swimming  pool:  □  □  □ 

14.  Naturally,  location  is  determined  greatly  by 
available  land.  If  the  facility  could  be  ideally 
placed  for  you,  how  desirable  are  each  of  the 
following: 

Very  Somewhat  Not 
Important  Important  Important 

a)  Centrally  located 

within  Shreveport:  □  □  □ 

b)  Easy  Access  to  1-20 

or  1-220  Bypass:  □  □  □ 

c)  On  or  near  bus  line:  □  □  □  - 

d)  Near  grocery  store:  □  □  □ 

e)  Near  shopping  cen¬ 
ter:  □  □  □ 

f)  Near  hospital:  □  □  □ 

15.  Many  experts  feel  that  high  rise  apartments 
for  retirement  living  are  to  be  desired  for 
security,  convenience  and  friendship.  Suppose 
that  available  land  is  best  suited  for  this  type  of 
construction.  How  would  you  feel  about  living 
in  a  properly  planned  building,  which  would  in¬ 
clude  adequate  elevators,  smoke  and  fire 
detection  and  sprinkler  systems,  and  other 
features  which  have  been  covered  in  this 
questionnaire: 

_ High  Rise  seems  very  desirable  to  me 


.  High  Rise  would  be  acceptable  to  me 
.  I  would  have  to  see  it  first 


_ I  might  be  interested  in  moving  in  several 

years 

_ I  am  definitely  not  interested  in  moving  to 

such  a  retirement  facility 
18.  Suppose  that  one  of  the  requirements  for 
admission  to  the  retirement  apartments  was 
that  you  had  to  show  that  your  health  is  good 
.  enough  for  you  to  live  independently.  Do  you 
feel  that  you  could,  at  the  present  time,  pass 
such  a  physical  examination: 


Yes,  definitely 
No  _ 


_  Yes,  probably, 

4  J 

.Uncertain _ 


19.  For  purposes  of  planning  the  facility  and  the 
kinds  of  services  that  can  be  offered,  we  need 
to  know  something  about  the  financial  status  of 
the  group  we  are  planning  for.  This  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  kept  confidential.  Therefore,  would 
you  mark  the  range  that  comes  the  closest  to 
your  total  income  last  year  from  all  sources: 

Under  $3,000  _ 


$3,000  to  4,999  _ 
$5,000  to  9,999  _ 
$10,000  to  14,999 
$15,000  or  over 


20.  Please  check  all  the  sources  of  your  income 
for  last  year: 


Wages  or  salary 


_  Annuities . 


Self  Employment _ Investments,  Interest,  or 

Dividends  _ : _ 


Social  Security 


Other  Sources 
21.  Do  you: 


.  Employee  Union 
Pension  _ 


Own  your  home,  free  and  clear 
Buying,  have  a  mortgage 
Rent  _ 


.  I  would  not  choose  to  live  in  a  High  Rise 
Building 


16.  If  a  residential  facility  with  most  of  the 
features  listed  in  the  previous  questions  were 
available  to  you  and  you  decided  to  move  in, 
which  of  the  following  do  you  think  would  suit 
your  needs  best: 

_ One  room  with  private  bath  for  two  persons 


.  One  room  with  private  bath 
_  Two  rooms  with  private  bath 


Live  in  property  owned  by  others  but  pay  no 

rent  _ „ - 

22.  Have  you  ever  considered  moving  into  a  re¬ 
tirement  apartment,  complex,  hotel,  or  other 
retirement  facility? 


.No. 


Yes  _ 

23.  Have  you  ever  visited  a  retirement  fcility? 

Yes  _ No _ 


_  Efficiency  (one  room  with  kitchenette  and 
private  baht) 

_  Living  Room,  bed  room,  with  kitchen  and 
private  bath 

.Living  Room,  two  bedrooms,  kitchen, 
private  bath 

_  Separate  cottage  with  two  bedrooms,  living 
room,  kitchen,  private  bath. 


17.  Which  of  the  following  statements  describes 
your  interest  in  moving  into  a  retirement 
facility  with  the  features  you  have  checked: 

_ I  would  definitely  be  interested  in  moving 

in  as  soon  as  available 


I  would  seriously  consider  moving,  but 
would  need  to  think  about  it 

mu 

_  I  might  consider  moving,  but  cannot  say  at 
this  time 


24.  Do  you  know  anyone  who  lives  in  a  retirement 
facility? 

Yes  _ _ No _ 

25.  If  you  were  considering  moving  into  the  resi¬ 
dence,  are  there  any  questions  that  you  would 
have  before  deciding  about  moving  that  have 
not  been  covered  in  this  questionnaire? 


_  I  would  probably  not  consider  moving,  but 
might  change  my  mind 

_  I  would  be  interested  in  moving  in  several 
years 


Please  return  no  later  than  Sept.  22, 1975 
to  your  church  office  or 

STUDY  COMMITTEE  ON  RETIREMENT 
HOUSING  &  HEALTH  CARE 
P.O.  6026 

SHREVEPORT,  LA.  71106 

Please  address  any  questions  and  suggestions  to 
Mrs.  Hugh  T.  Ward,  Chairman 
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Conference  youth  play ,  sing  , 
worship,  make  “Good  News ” 


Summer  Grove  UM 
youth  raise  $500 
in  rock-a-thon 

The  UMY  of  Summer  Grove  UM 
Church,  Shreveport,  recently  held  a 
successful  Rock-A-Thon  at  a  nearby 
shopping  center,  earning  $500.  They  have 
generously  donated  half  of  this  amount  to 
a  local  school  for  exceptional  children. 
They  used  the  other  half  to  help  defray 
cost  of  a  Retreat  at  Merrit  Mountain  on 
Toldedo  Bend,  where  they  spent  an  en¬ 
joyable  fellowship  time  with  youth  from 
St.  Stephens  UM  in  Bossier  City. 

The  Summer  Grove  young  people  are 
active  in  their  church,  helping  with  many 
projects.  They  presented  a  special 
program  in  the  church  to  tell  of  their 
experiences.  Bart  Weaver  is  Youth 
Minister  and  the  Rev.  Robert  E.  Carter  is 
the  Pastor. 


Workshop  for  “smaller”  churches 
held  at  Moss  Bluff  UMC 


Mrs.  Inez  Chriaentery,  Associate  Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
recently  led  a  Workshop  at  Moss  Bluff  UM  Church,  designed  to  help  teachers  from 
smaller  churches  in  the  Lake  Charles  area.  The  project,  initiated  by  the  Moss  Bluff 
Council  on  Ministries,  was  expanded  because  other  churches  felt  they  had  some  of 
the  same  problems. 


Centenary  Alumni 
association  sponsors 
Bob  Hope  show 

News  has  been  received  from 
Shreveport  that  the  Centenary  College 
Alumni  Association  and  Friends  are 
sponsoring  a  Bob  Hope  appearance  in 
Hirsch  Coliseum  on  October  31  at  8  P.M. 
According  to  Mac  Griffith,  director  of 
the  Alumni  Association,  Hope  is  being 
brought  to  Centenary  as  a  part  of  the 
sesquicentennial  celebration  of  the 
College. 

Centenary  College  Choir  and  other 
entertainers  are  expected  to  appear  with 
Hope  in  the  Shreveport  appearance.  The 
Association  is  in  charge  of  selling  tickets 
for  the  event,  and  they  are  priced  at  $7, 
$6.  $4  (with  $1  off  on  the  $6  and  $7  tickets 
for  children  under  12  accompanied  by 
parents). 

All  interested  persons  are  invited  to 
contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
Centenary  for  tickets. 


The  Sunshine 
Singers  of  Ring- 
gold. 


Youth,  young 
adults  and  chape¬ 
rones  of  Hosston- 
Ida-Gilliam  UMC’s. 


“Mustard  Seed”  opened  by  Henning  UM 


A 

Janice  Maxfield  (left),  assistant  manager  and  Suzanne  Heath,  manager  prepare 
for  the  September  opening  of  the  “ Mustard  Seed"  book  and  gift  shoppe,  which  is  a 
part  of  the  Henning  Memorial  UM  Church  Adult  Center  that  is  scheduled  to  open 
later  this  fall.  The  shoppe  will  handle  not  only  Christian  books  and  small  gift  items 
but  also  crafts  made  in  the  center  program.  The  initial  project  was  funded  by  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  church.  The  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  is  pastor. 


Mrs.  Truman  Ward 
elected  UMW  prexy 

Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward  of  New  Orleans 
has  been  elected  president  of  United 
Methodist  women  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  She  was  installed  in  special 
services  along  with  other  officers  of  the 
group  at  the  annual  meeting  last 
weekend.  Mrs.  Ward  has  been  identified 
prominently  with  UMW  for  many  years 
and  is  completing  her  term  as  president 
of  the  New  Orleans  District  group.  She  is 
a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  UM  Church  in 
New  Orleans. 

The  annual  meeting  held  at  Trinity 
Church.  Ruston  on  September  12  &  13 
drew  the  largest  attendance  in  the 
history  of  the  organization.  More  than  600 
persons  from  throughout  the  Conference 
were  registered  for  the  event  which  had 
as  its  theme  “I  am  Called  —  I  Respond.” 

Retiring  as  president  and  honored  for 
her  services  with  a  presentation  of  a 
sustaining  membership  was  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton  of  Jennings. 


Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette, 
sponsors  Vietnamese  family 


Faith  Temple  chalks  up 
busy  productive  summer 


The  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels.  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Faith  Temple  UM  Church.  Monroe,  and 
Ms.  E.  Caston,  reporter,  note  that  the 
church  has  experienced  a  summer  filled 
with  productive  activity.  Many  events 
have  taken  place  providing  recreation 
and  fellowship,  including  women’s 
softball,  a  churchwide  picnic,  and  youth 
retreat.  They  have  shared  with  our 
readers  several  shots  of  some  additional 


events. 

Top  left  photo  shows  United  Methodist 
Youth  in  the  middle  of  a  car  wash;  top 
right  is  a  picture  of  some  of  the  55  who 
attended  Vacation  Church  School.  In  the 
lower  left  photograph,  presentation  of 
Lay  Speaker  Certificates  to  Mrs.  Ruth, 
Mrs.  O.  B.  Medlock,  Mrs.  Mae  Dee  Lacy. 
The  lower  right  picture  is  the  United 
Methodist  Men’s  Fellowship  Breakfast. 


Vacation  ends;  VCS  reports  come  in 


Although  the  school  bell  rang  several 
weeks  ago.  marking  the  end  of  summer 
vacation  for  children  all  over  the  Con¬ 
ference.  reports  of  Vacation  Church 
Schools  continue  to  come  to  this  office. 
Since  it  is  always  “good  news"  to  report 
successful  Vacation  Church  (Bible) 
Schools,  we  hope  to  continue  to  run  any 
late  photographs  sent  to  us. 

Port  Barre  Church  reports  that  their 


VBS  used  the  theme  of  study  "Jesus  Calls 
Us."  and  there  were  70  active  par¬ 
ticipants  Waxia  and  Krotz  Springs 
churches  cooperated  and  participated  in 
this  successful  event,  and  the  Rev.  John 
W.  Guyre  directed  the  school.  This  was 
the  first  Vacation  Bible  school  held  for 
these  churches  for  approximately  15 
years,  according  to  a  reporter  from  the 
church. 


Another  eventful  Vacation  Church 
School  was  held  at  First  l'M  Church  of 
Gueydan.  with  an  average  daily  at¬ 
tendance  of  30  children,  with  13  teachers 
and  helpers.  Every  day  included  study, 
fellowship  and  recreation,  and  the 
climax  of  the  week  came  with  a 
presentation  by  the  group  to  the 
congregation  at  the  Sunday  evening 
service.  Pastor  is  the  Rev.  William 
Finnin.  Sr. 


Gueydan  Vacation  School  participants  and  leaders 


A  group  of  youngsters  in  the  Port  Barre  Bible  School 


Dillard  receives  grants 


A  grant  of  $30,242  has  been  awarded  to 
Dillard  University  to  conduct  Com¬ 
munity  Leadership  Training  Seminars 
during  the  academic  year.  The  ward  was 
made  by  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Five  Percent  Fund  of  the  Black  College 
Fund.  The  seminars  will  be  the  first 
project  of  the  newly  established  Center 
for  the  Study  of  the  Black  Experience  at 
Dillard. 

In  a  related  grant,  Dillard  will  receive 
$5,000  to  conduct  a  program  aimed  at 
enlarging  the  vocabulary  and  increasing 
the  communications  skills  of  its  students 
through  the  teaching  of  studio  art.  This 
was  made  also  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Five  Percent  Fund. 

What’s  cooking? 

The  Pathfinder  Class  of  Blanchard  UM 
Church  can  tell  you  exactly  what  is 
cooking  and  how  to  cook  it  in  their 
recently  compiled  cook  book,  entitled 
"Blanchard  Bounty."  The  book  contains 
many  "good  old  Southern  recipes"  and 
also  carries  a  history  of  the  town  of 
Blanchard  with  illustrations  by  a  local 
artist.  Interested  persons  may  contact 
the  Church.  P  O.  Box  98,  Blanchard. 


Youth  and  young  adults  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  seem  to  have  a 
penchant  for  combining  their  pleasure 
with  church  activity,  and  by  so  doing,  are 
making  the  news  "good." 

Two  churches  have  recently  sent 
pictures  to  this  newspaper  showing 
activities  held  during  the  summer  The 
Sunshine  Singers  from  the  Ringgold  UM 
Church  went  on  tour,  and  made  a  stop  at 
the  Patterson  UM  Church  in  late  August. 
The  Bayou  Vista  UM  Church  housed 
them  and  treated  them  to  a  spaghetti 
supper  before  their  performance.  The 
Patterson  Baptist  Church  invited  the 


group  to  participate  in  their  services  and 
to  join  their  youth  group  in  fellowship. 
The  community  surrounding  Patterson 
and  Bayou  Vista  churches  joined  in  the 
fun  and  activity. 

Another  group  of  youth  and  young 
adults  -  from  the  Hosston,  Ida  and 
Gilliam  United  Methodist  Churches 
decided  to  take  an  "educational"  trip, 
which  also  provided  much  Christian 
fellowship.  They  went  to  the  Mur¬ 
freesboro  Diamond  Mine  and  Indian 
Burial  Grounds,  exploring  some  of  the 
history  of  the  region.  Pastor  of  the 
Charge  is  the  Rev.  Paul  W.  Carter 


2  ier  City  First  UM  marks 
Day  in  unique  manner 


On  the  eve  of  Labor  Day  (Sunday 
night)  the  congregation  of  First  UM 
Church,  Bossier  City,  celebrated  the 
event  in  a  unique  manner.  Most  wor¬ 
shipers  brought  a  symbol  of  their  pro¬ 
fession  and  placed  it  on  the  church 
altar,  a  mark  of  the  dedication  of  their 
profession  to  God. 

A  number  of  members  came  dressed  in 
the  uniform  (or  outfit)  denoting  their 
specific  professions  or  jobs.  This 
photograph  shows  some  of  the  persons 
who  participated.  On  the  first  row,  (left), 
is.  the  Rev.  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr., 
pastor;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Chancellor,  nursery 
keeper  holding  Kalee,  granddaughter  of 
the  Pearces;  Miss  Maude  Sumner, 
nurse;  Mrs.  Opel  Lott,  nurse;  (back  row, 
from  left),  Paul  Solice,  school  patrol; 
Horace  Wadsworth,  music  composer; 
Bob  Hill,  engineer;  H.  H.  Smith,  retired 
Postmaster. 


The  Nguyen,  Hung-Anh  family  are  shown  when  they  arrived  at  Lafayette  airport 
and  were  greeted  by  the  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway  (left)  :  Raynond  Shaw,  the  Rev. 
Larry  O’Dell,  and  Jack  Sheffield. 


The  Nguyen,  Hung-Anh  family  from 
Vietnam  have  arrived  in  Lafayette  and 
are  living  in  housing  arranged  by  Asbury 
UM  Church. 

According  to  the  Pastor,  the  Rev. 
James  J.  Caraway,  this  family  of  five 
escaped  the  North  Vietnamese  takeover 
by  plane  and  arrived  in  Louisiana 
through  the  Christian  and  Missions 


AlTTa n ceoTfi .  Chaffee.  They  were  placed 
in  Lafayette  through  that  organization. 

The  Administrative  Board  of  Asbury 
voted  to  sponsor  the  family,  and  the 
Missions  Commission  of  the  church,  led 
by  Chairman  Jack  Sheffield  is  directing 
the  sponsorship.  A  church  member  has 
provided  a  job  for  Mr.  Nguyen,  Hung- 
Anh.  a  diesel  mechanic. 


LIC  focuses  on  Ministry  to  the  aging 


The  Louisiana  In¬ 
terchurch  Confer¬ 
ence.  composed  of 
seven  major  Pro¬ 
testant  Communi¬ 
cations  and  the  four 
Roman  Catholic 
dioceses  or  arch-diocese,  is  currently 
engaged  in  a  Ministry  to  the  Aging 
program.  In  order  to  effect  the  program, 
two  task  forces  have  been  organized,  one 
each  in  north  and  south  Louisiana. 

The  Southern  Task  Force,  under  the 
leadership  of  Father  Andrew  C.  Taro- 
mina,  met  in  Baton  Rouge  in  July  and 
initiated  its  program,  which  will  consist 
of  seminars  for  clergy  and  laypersons. 
These  seminars  will  stress  needs  of  the 
aged  and  will  identify  means  by  which 
participants  can  implement  the  filling  of 
the  needs.  The  first  of  the  seminars  is 
scheduled  for  Thursday,  September  25  in 
Baton  Rouge  at  the  Catholic  Life  Center. 
Ministers  and  laypersons  for  the  263 
churches  involved  are  invited  to  attend. 

The  Northern  Task  Force  met  at 
Centenary  College  on  August  29.  with 
Judge  Chris  T.  Barnette  serving  as 


chairman.  Using  the  guidelines  set  by  the 
LIC.  the  task  force  reviewed  the  work 
which  was  projected.  Mrs.  Olivia 
Whitehurst  of  the  Area  Agency  on  Aging, 
District  Seven,  assisted  the  group  in 
planning.  This  group  meeting  in 
Shreveport  determined  that  a  seminar 
should  be  held  to  acquaint  regional 
ministers  with  needs  and  means  for 
meeting  them. 

The  accompanying  photograph,  sent  to 
this  newspaper  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert 
Harrington,  Executive  Director  of  LIC, 
shows  some  of  the  leaders  at  the  recent 
Shreveport  meeting.  Judge  Barnette  is 
third  from  left.  Dr.  Harrington  is  on 
extreme  right.  Dr.  Harrington  notes  that 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Nathaniel  P  Perry  of 
Alexandria,  and  Mrs.  Edward  R. 
Thomas  of  Ruston  were  among  those 
present. 


Bishop’s  Message 

On  getting  the  point  about  marriage:  On  a  sultry  Saturday  afternoon  in  late 
August  in  the  Gerija  Methodist  of  Sibu,  Sarawak,  Mrs.  Crutchfield  and  I  wit¬ 
nessed  an  event  that  will  always  provide  inspiration  for  us.  It  was  the  massed 
marriage  of  29  Iban  couples,  many  of  whom  had  been  legally  married  for  a  long 
time,  but  no  one  of  whom  had  ever  been  married  by  the  church  in  the  name  of 
Christ.  And  this  later  aspect  of  marriage  is  what  it’s  all  about.  There  they  were: 
29  families,  some  with  older  children,  nearly  all  with  little  babies,  but  every 
couple  of  them  intent  on  taking  the  vows  of  marriage  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Couple  by  couple,  they  rose,  went  to  the  chancel,  knelt,  assumed  their 
vows,  and  returned  to  their  seats.  Often  family  members  and  friends  ac¬ 
companied  them  to  the  chancel. 

Those  Ibans  had  the  point.  Marriage  is  not  simply  a  contract,  a  legal  device,  a 
traditional  institution,  or  a  social  arrangement.  True  marriage  is  a  daring, 
faithful  venture  in  holy  commitment.  And  for  the  Christian,  it  must  be  in  Christ. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
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Religion  and  science:  Two  valid, 
different  ways  of  viewing  reality 


In  a  day  dominated  by  science  and 
scientific  methods  of  testing  reality, 
Christians  have  a  tendency  to  be  on  the 
defensive  regarding  matters  which  we 
accept  on  faith.  Likewise,  we  tend  to  take 
heart  when  a  scientist,  such  as  Elizabeth 
Kubler-Ross.  lends  support  for 
something  we  accept  on  faith,  such  as 
life-after -death  (see  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

We  wonder,  however,  if  we  don't  spend 
too  much  time  and  effort  looking  for 
scientific  views  which  buttress  our  faith. 
A  faith  which  stands  or  falls  on  the  find¬ 
ings  of  science  is  no  faith  at  all. 

Science,  by  nature,  deals  with  reality 
which  can  be  experienced  through  our 
senses.  Some  idolators  of  science  would 
claim  that  scientific  reality  is  the  only 
reality  there  is,  and  that  all  religion  can 
be  reduced  to  superstition  and  wishful 
thinking.  Many  other  scientists, 
however,  recognize  that  the  limits  of 
science  are  not  the  limits  of  reality. 

Christianity,  by  its  essence,  deals  with 
the  intersection  of  sensory  reality  and 
that  transcendent  Reality  we  call  God.  It 
claims  that  God  is,  that  He  loves  us  and 


cares  for  us  individually,  and  that  He  has 
revealed  Himself  and  His  way  for  us 
through  Jesus  Christ.  By  nature,  these 
claims  neither  can  be  proved  nor 
disproved  scientifically.  They  are  either 
experienced  and  accepted  on  faith,  or 
rejected. 

In  the  mind  of  God  there  is  no  disparity 
between  the  truth  of  science  and  the  truth 
of  faith.  Both  are  real,  and  both  are 
beneficial  to  understanding  the  other. 

Much  can  be  gained  by  testing  aspects 
of  our  faith  against  the  findings  of 
science.  The  practice  of  one's  faith  can 
be  greatly  enhanced  when  it  is  integrated 
with  scientific  knowledge. 

But  scientific  knowledge  is  likewise 
enhanced  when  it  can  be  viewed  through 
the  eyes  of  faith  in  God.  The  place  of 
earth  and  humankind  in  the  universe  is 
magnified  when  seen  as  part  of  an  over¬ 
all  Creative  Design— rather  than  the 
chance  result  of  particular  atoms  and 
molecules  merging  with  one  another. 

There  is,  in  the  final  analysis,  as  much 
to  be  gained  through  a  religious  un¬ 
derstanding  of  science  as  through  a 
scientific  understanding  of  religion. 


Hunger  giving  record  applauded 


Members  of  the  United  Methodist 
church  are  to  be  commended  for  the 
generous  way  in  which  they  have 
responded  during  1975  to  appeals  for 
funds  to  eliminate  world  hunger.  With 
intense  efforts  this  spring  which  reached 
a  crescendo  at  the  church's  annual 
conferences.  United  Methodists  have 
already  done  more  this  year  than  in  any 
previous  year. 

In  an  update  report  to  TM/  UMR  last 
week.  Dr.  Harry  Haines,  chief  executive 
for  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  indicated  that  contributions  to 
world  hunger  projects  have  now  passed  5 
million  dollars  during  the  first  eight 
months  of  this  year  —  which  averages 
more  than  50  cents  for  every  member  in 
the  denomination. 

Most  of  these  funds  are  being  chan¬ 
neled  through  churches  overseas  to 
establish  long-range  projects  which  will 
enable  persons  in  poorer  nations  to 
develop  self-sufficiency  in  food  produc- 

Viet  resettlement 
also  worth  praise 

As  heartening  as  the  news  about  our 
denomination’s  response  to  world  hunger 
(see  editorial  above)  is  the  news  of  the 
overwhelming  success  of  UMC  efforts  to 
resettle  families  uprooted  by  the  war  in 
Vietnam  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue.) 

Not  only  is  our  church  on  the  way  to 
helping  nearly  two  times  as  many 
refugee  families  as  it  had  first  projected 
four  months  ago,  but  so  far  it  has  been 
responsible  for  the  resettlement  of  60  per 
cent  of  all  those  aided  by  Protestant 
denominations. 

As  in  the  case  of  world  hunger  giving, 
however,  while  we  should  all  be  proud  of 
our  record  as  a  church,  we  should  not 
forget  that  20,000  refugee  families  still 
await  help.  We  hope  more  and  more  local 
church  congregations  will  accept  this 
Christian  mission  in  their  own  com¬ 
munities. 


tion,  Dr.  Haines  said. 

The  danger  in  congratulating  ourselves 
on  this  year’s  accomplishment  is  that  we 
might  erroneously  conclude  that  we’ve 
done  our  part  toward  alleviating  world 
hunger  and  move  on  to  something  else. 

The  problem  of  world  hunger  has 
developed  over  hundreds  of  years.  Its 
solution  will  not  occur  overnight.  We 
must  remain  vigilant  in  the  months 
ahead  and  intensify  our  efforts  during  the 
next  several  years  in  response  to  Christ’s 
admonition  to  his  followers:  “Feed  the 
hungry.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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What  are  the  root  causes  of  world  hunger? 


By  RALPH  E.  DODGE 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  the 
world  have  there  been  so  many  people 
who  are  suffering  from  hunger.  We’re 
told  that  between  300  million  and  400 
million  people  —  some  reports  suggest 
a  billion  people  —  suffer  from 
malnutrition  or  are  on  the  verge  of 
starvation. 

As  the  problem  of  world  hunger  will 
undoubtedly  be  with  us  for  a  period  of 
years  it  is  well  for  us  to  understand, 
insofar  as  possible,  the  causes  of  this 
curse  to  modern  man  and  what  can  be 
done  by  responsible  and  responsive 
Christians  and  world  citizens  to 
alleviate  the  suffering.  Among  the 
more  general  causes  one  might  list 
eight,  realizing  that  not  all  of  them 
apply  to  every  situation,  and  that  there 
may  be  additional  causes  in  a  more 
localized  area. 

Shifting  weather  patterns 

Much  of  the  current  suffering  is  due 
to  a  shifting  weather  pattern  that  has 
caused  drought  conditions  over  the  last 
five  years  in  a  belt  extending  from 
northeastern  Brazil  through  the  Sahel 
in  Africa  ( from  Dakar  on  the  west  coast 
to  Ethiopia  on  the  east  coast  —  a 
distance  of  some  4,000  miles)  on  into 
Pakistan,  India  and  Bangladesh.  It  is  in 
this  area  where  one  finds  much  of  the 
malnutrition  and  most  of  the  acute 
conditions  leading  to  actual  starvation. 
Although  there  are  pockets  of  hunger  in 
the  developed  world,  we  see  that  much 
of  the  intense  suffering  is  in  the  so- 
called  under-developed  world  where 
there  has  not  been  a  pattern  of  storage 
of  food  products  from  one  year  to  the 
next,  and  in  which  even  a  two-year 
drought  can  cause  considerable 
damage,  but  an  extended  drought  of 
four  or  five  years  means  starvation. 

The  population  explosion 

A  second  cause  of  hunger  is  the 
population  explosion.  In  1930  the  total 


population  of  the  world  was  ap¬ 
proximately  2  billion,  and  by  the  end  of 
this  year  it  will  have  doubled,  and  will 
nearly  double  again  by  the  end  of  the 
century.  This  means  that  within  the 
past  15  years  the  population  has  in¬ 
creased  some  30  percent,  and  it  is 
largely  in  the  under-developed,  tropical 
areas  of  the  world  where  the  greatest 
increase  has  taken  place.  If  the  present 
rate  of  population  growth  continues 
there  will  come  a  time  when  the 
resources  of  the  world  will  simply  not 
be  adequate  to  take  care  of  the  world 
population,  although  that  stage  has 
definitely  not  yet  been  reached. 

Scarcity  or  high  cost  of 
essential  resources 

A  third  cause  for  the  present  hunger 
crisis  is  the  lack  of,  or  the  increase  in 
the  cost  of,  certain  critical  products 
such  as  petroleum.  It  is  only  natural 
that  when  there  is  a  scarcity,  as  in  the 
case  of  sugar  as  well  as  petroleum,  it  is 
the  affluent  people  of  the  world  who  can 
afford  to  buy  these  essential  products. 
Much  of  the  increased  production  in 
grain  crops  during  the  past  few  decades 
is  dependent  upon  adequate  water  and 
fertilizers.  When  a  primary  product 
such  as  petroleum  is  not  available 
either  because  of  its  scarcity  or  its 
price-range,  then  the  people  who  are 
dependent  upon  it  for  food  production 
are  the  first  to  suffer.  Thus,  whereas 
the  scarcity  and  exorbitant  price  of  a 
commodity  may  be  an  inconvenience  in 
some  parts  of  the  world,  elsewhere  its 
availability  may  mean  the  difference 
between  life  and  death. 

High  standard  of  living 

A  fourth  reason  for  world  hunger  is 
the  increasingly  high  standard  of 
living,  especially  among  the  affluent  of 
the  world.  The  demands  of  the  affluent 
for  new  and  better  commodities  leading 
to  a  higher  standard  of  living  with  an 
increased  protein  diet  means  that  a 
larger  percentage  of  those  things  which 


are  essential  for  the  sustenance  of  life 
are  being  consumed  by  those  who  need 
them  the  least.  Rising  affluence  is 
directly  linked  with  more  meat  con¬ 
sumption  and  other  luxury  items.  The 
amount  of  protein  going  into  the 
production  of  alcohol  and  pet  foods  in 
the  highly  industrialized  nations  of  the 
world  would  more  than  meet  the 
deficiency  suffered  by  the  under¬ 
privileged. 

Unique  cultural  factors 

Cultural  factors  which  limit  the 
production  of  utilization  of  certain  foods 
also  causes  hunger.  For  instance,  had 
the  nomadic  people  of  the  Sahel  killed 
for  food  some  of  their  herds  during  the 
early  years  of  the  drought,  the  disaster 
would  not  have  been  nearly  so  great. 
But  because  otheir  economic  security 
rested  on  extensive  herds  they  were 
reluctant  to  decrease  them,  and  as  a 
consequence  they  lost  both  their  herds 
and  many  lives  because  of  the  over- 
grazing  during  a  time  of  drought.  One 
can  also  mention  the  reverence  given  to 
cattle  in  some  parts  of  India,  thus1 
limiting  the  protein  available  for 
human  consumption. 

Cultural  factors  may  restrict  people 
from  coping  with  the  unexpected  or  the 
unusual.  Traditions  become  sacred  and 
an  unproductive  pattern  of  life  may 
continue,  even  though  it  may  spell 
disaster.  On  the  other  hand,  inability  to 
cope  with  the  unusual  may  arise  simply 
out  of  a  lack  of  technical  training,  for 
technical  education  is  at  its  lowest  level 
in  those  areas  where  the  suffering  from 
hunger  and  privation  is  most  intense. 

Faulty  distribution 

A  seventh  cause  for  hunger  at  the 
present  time  is  faulty  distribution.  This 
poor  distribution  may  be  due  to  either  a 
lack  of  transportation  facilities,  the 
cost  of  transportation,  graft,  or  a  basic 
selfishness  on  the  part  of  those^ho 
have  a  super-abundance.  For  example, 


we  are  told  that  it  costs  about  $500  to 
transport  a  ton  of  foodstuff  by  airplane 
into  Chad  in  north  central  Africa,  or 
about  $200  a  ton  to  transport  it  across 
the  Sahara  Desert  by  road.  In  some 
instances  foodstuffs  have  been 
available  at  the  port  of  entry  but 
transportation  facilities  are  so  limited 
that  the  essential  food  could  not  reach 
its  destination  in  time  to  forestall 
starvation.  But  the  human  problem  is 
greater  than  a  faulty  transportation 
system,  for  at  its  root  lies  an 
unregenerate  human  tendency  to  keep 
a  super-abundance  for  oneself  and  a 
reluctance  to  share  with  those  in  need. 

High  expenditures  for  arms 

Lastly,  if  the  unchristian  and 
irrationally  high  expenditures  for 
armaments  were  diverted  to  meet 
human  needs  there  would  be  no  hunger. 
Something  is  wrong  with  a  world 
society  in  which  the  industrial  countries 
appropriate  twenty  times  as  much  for 
Utary  armament  as  they  do  to  assist 
inder-developed  in  their  struggle 
foP'existence. 

As  mentioned  earlier,  there  may  be 
other  local  causes  for  hunger  in  given 
communities  in  the  world,  but  in 
general  the  eight  above-mentioned 
factors  seem  to  be  the  most 
widespread. 

If  there  is  to  be  peace  in  the  world 
something  must  be  done  to  assist  the 
under-developed  nations  of  the  world  in 
their  drive  toward  fulfillment  so  that 
hunger  no  longer  stalks  the  human 
race,  for  a  world  society  cannot  exist 
half-starved  and  half-stuffed. 

This  is  one  of  an  ongoing  series  of 
articles  dealing  with  Christian  concern 
for  those  faced  with  hunger. 

Bishop  Ralph  E.  Dodge  is  Executive 
Director  of  the  United  Methodist 
“Bishops'  Call  to  Peace  and  the  Self- 
Development  of  Peoples." 


UMCYM  has  proved  to  be  accountable  to  Christian  faith 


To  the  Editor: 

Perhaps  it  is  time  for  an  opinion  to  be 
aired  which  is  different  from  that  of  the 
TM/  UMR  staff  on  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Youth  Ministry  “debate.” 
Since  1970,  youth  ministry  has  primarily 
been  the  responsibility  of  concerned 
United  Methodist  youth  —  when 
programming  responsibility  was  shifted 
to  the  UMCYM  from  mostly  adult  con¬ 
trol.  And  already  we  hear  calls  for  an 
ambush  of  the  National  Youth  Council  — 
primarily  from  adults. 

Your  editorial  (TM/  UMR,  Sept.  5) 
speaks  of  a  lack  of  “accountability.” 
Perhaps  you  speak  of  bureaucratic  ac¬ 
countability,  which  fortunately  has  not 
pervaded  the  youth  organization  to  the 
degree  of  other  general  Boards  and 
Agencies.  The  UMCYM  members  are 
elected  in  a  democratic  fashion  by  youth 
representatives  from  each  of  the  annual 
conference  youth  organizations.  I  know 
the  process  well,  having  spent  many 
hours  interviewing  candidates  on  their 
spiritual,  moral,  social  and  secular 
beliefs,  and  voting  on  these  bases. 

The  TM/  UMR  editorial  claims  that 
the  UMCYM  is  “dying”  because  it  has 
not  held  its  beliefs  accountable  to 
Christian  gospel.  Try  applying  this 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Laity  should  be  invited 
to  help  serve  communion 


"This  is  the  body  of  Christ  given  for 
you.  This  is  the  blood  of  Christ  shed  for 

you.” 

These  words  have  been  spoken  to  me 
countless  times  as  I  have  received  the 
sacraments  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
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Bud  Herron 

Recently,  however,  I  discovered  that  all 
of  these  years  I  have  been  only  partially 
experiencing  communion. 

Being  a  layman,  I  had  always  been  on 
the  receiving  end  of  the  supper.  Then 
during  a  recent  Sunday  morning  worship 
service  I  was  asked  to  take  part  in  the 
serving. 

Tearing  pieces  of  bread  from  a  loaf,  I 
handed  each  of  the  worshippers  “the 
flesh,”  looked  them  in  the  eye  and  told 
them  “This  is  the  body  of  Christ  given  for 
you.”  Ann,  my  wife,  then  presented  the 
cup  to  each  person  and  said,  “This  is  the 
blood  of  Christ  shed  for  you." 

It  was  one  of  the  most  deeply  felt 
religious  experiences  of  my  life.  I  felt  a 
oneness  with  those  I  served  and  a 
oneness  with  Christ  that  was  unique  to 
my  communion  experience.  In  sub¬ 
sequent  communion  services  as  I  have 
participated  again  as  a  “receiver”  that 
feeling  has  remained.  The  symbolism 
that  a  Christian  not  only  receives  the 
grace  of  God  but  is  an  instrument  for  God 
to  use  to  reach  others  with  His  grace  is 
very  powerful  to  me  since  this  ex¬ 
perience. 

I  feel  it  is  unfortunate  that  more  United 
Methodist  Churches  do  not  include 
laypersons  in  the  holy  communion  rite  — 
allowing  them  to  serve  the  sacraments 
and  say  the  very  personal  words  that 
give  them  meaning. 

I  find  that  many  churchpersons  — 
among  them  some  ministers  —  have  the 
erroneous  idea  that  church  law  requires 
an  ordained  minister  to  serve  com¬ 
munion.  In  fact,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  only  requires  that  an  ordained 
person  be  present  at  communion  to 
consecrate  the  sacrament  before  it  is 
served. 

To  reserve  the  serving  of  communion 
for  the  ministry  denies  laypersons  a 
valuable  and  meaningful  Christian  ex¬ 
perience.  I  would  like  to  see  more  local 
churches  open  their  communion  services 
to  full  lay  participation. 

-  BUD  HERRON 


perspective  to  other  socially  active 
segments  of  our  church.  Oddly  enough, 
many  UMCYM  programs  (support  for  a 
poverty  program  center,  international 
Christian  youth  exchange,  and  African 
famine  relief,  among  others)  look  rather 
tame  next  to  other  social  activities  of  the 
so-called  “accountable”  church.  Indeed, 
alongside  scriptural  accountability, 
critics  of  UMCYM  should  consider  an 
important  facet  of  our  Wesleyan 
heritage:  a  mandate  to  spread  the  social 
gospel  as  one  means  of  saving  souls  for 
the  Body  of  Christ. 

Criticize  if  you  feel  you  must  the 
sometimes-controversial  stands  of 
UMCYM  on  issues  of  concern  to 
Christians  —  but  who  can  deny  it  as  a 
genuine  expression  of  the  Christian 
concern  of  those  members?  And  notice 
how  UMCYM ’s  stands  on  issues  are  so 
often  truly  a  first  expression  of  a  stand 
which  later  gains  widespread  support  by 
other  “accountable"  agencies:  on  the 
Vietnam  war,  amnesty,  minority  em¬ 
powerment,  successful  merger  of 
segregated  conferences,  and  so  on. 
Perhaps  we  of  the  church  should  expend 
a  greater  effort  to  explore  UMCYM 
statements  of  belief,  rather  than 
scurrying  to  silence  them. 

UMCYM  is  proposing  structural  ad¬ 
justments  which  will  correct  weaknesses 
created  by  an  all-adult  1970  General 
Conference  session.  As  a  delegate  to  the 
1976  General  Conference  from  the 
Memphis  Annual  Conference,  I  hope  that 
minor  flaws  in  the  United  Methodist 
youth  structure  do  not  cause  the 
premature  death  of  this  group  which  is, 
like  the  Good  News  group,  trying  to  call 
United  Methodists  home  to  Christian 
responsibilities  which  we  may  apatheti¬ 
cally  wish  to  see  remain  outside  our 
sanctuary  walls. 

Criticize  their  actions  if  you  wish,  but 
be  careful  before  casting  doubt  on  the 
faith  and  Christian  concern  of  the  UM¬ 
CYM  members  (Matthew  18:6),  the 
chosen  representatives  of  our  church's 
youth. 

Kim  D.  Brown 

Houston,  Texas 

‘ Personality  type 9  should 
not  be  generalized 
To  the  Editor: 

While  I  agree  with  Mrs.  Flight  and 
Mrs.  Decker  (“Here  I  Stand,”  Sept.  5) 
that  women  are  often  coached  to  respond 
unnaturally  by  the  so-called  women’s 
liberationists,  I  believe  Mrs.  Flight  and 
Mrs.  Decker  (and  Mr.  Erikson)  overlook, 
by  generalizing  on  the  personalities  of 
men  and  women,  the  basic  tenet  of  the 
feminist  movement  which  is  that  there  is 
no  “male"  or  “female”  personality  type. 

Surely  men  can  be  “interested  in 
making  the  home  secure  and  happy,  in 
rearing  children,  in  keeping  the  peace, 
and  in  healing  and  health.”  If  they  had 
not  been  in  the  past,  our  civilization  and 
culture  could  not  have  survived.  And 
although  men  have  “dominated 
geographic  exploration,"  etc.,  women 
have  always  been  interested  in  and  (if 
you  read  European  history)  have  in¬ 
fluenced  the  world  of  politics  and 
technology. 

As  Christians,  let’s  champion  the  cause 
of  “freedom  in  Jesus”  to  be  whatever 
God  intends.  Let’s  stop  calling  for  quotas 
and  stop  trying  to  file  persons  under 
labels.  To  do  so  is  simply  to  repeat  the 
sins  of  the  past. 

Mrs.  Flight  says,  “Women  are  needed 
because  they  are  different.”  I  believe 
that  God  has  called  everyone  to  serve 
because  each  is  different  and  has  a 
unique  contribution  to  make.  I,  too, 
believe  we  need  more  women  in  the 
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decison-making  processes  of  school 
systems,  churches  and  legislatures,  but 
surely  we  must  have  better  reasons  if  we 
expect  to  convince  anyone  else. 

Sandra  M.  Handler 
Bradenton,  Florida 

Writer  was  not  close 
to  women's  movement 

To  the  Editor: 

Last  night  my  husband  gave  me  Ms. 
Mary  L.  Decker’s  article  (TM/  UMR, 
September  5),  to  read  with  the  comment, 
“It’s  obvious  she  is  not  very  close  to  the 
womens  movement.”  I  agree  with  him 
because: 

1.  Obviously  the  virtues  she  extols, 
“compassion,  humility,  mercy  and 
caring,”  have  not  been  very  successful 
living  only  a  cloistered  life  of  the  home. 
These  virtues  are  desperately  needed  in 
the  outside  world.  Women  can  help  bring 
this  change  about! 

2.  She  completely  ignores  the 
20,000,000  women  who  have  to  work 
because  they  are  single,  widowed, 
divorced  or  their  husbands  earn  less  than 
$5,000.00  per  year  (U.S.  Dept,  of  Labor 
figures,  7/  75).  No  one  knows  how  many 
of  these  women  woura  like  to  stay  home. 
“Women’s  lib”  means  a  freedom  of 
choice. 

I  strongly  suggest  Ms.  Decker  become 
active  in  the  women’s  movement  for  a 
year  or  so  and  experience  the  real 
cultural  shock  which  it  will  be  for  her.  If 
she  still  holds  the  same  opinion  then,  so 
be  it.  But  for  now,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  this  writer  who  has  experienced  that 
cultural  shock,  Ms.  Decker’s  opinion 
does  not  hold  water! 

Connie  Hosemann 
Oakland,  California 

Editorial  teas  timely 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  entitled  “Mirror  mirror 
on  the  wall”  was  very  outstanding  and 
timely  (TM/  UMR,  August  29). 

Pluralism  must  rest  on  the  principle 
that  there  can  be  “unity  in  diversity.” 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  headed 
toward  schism  unless  this  principle  is 
taken  seriously  by  everyone! 

Thank  you  for  the  excellent  job  you  are 
doing  in  the  field  of  religious  journalism. 

Joseph  R.  Saylor  J. 
Cleburne,  Texas 

Christian  indifference 
to  abortion  is  appalling 

To  the  Editor: 

Well,  I  wonder  if  the  announcement  in 
our  newspapers  about  our  government 
lifting  the  ban  on  experimentation  on  live 
fetuses  will  draw  as  much  protest  as  the 
shortage  of  canning  lids,  the  threats  to 
take  away  our  right  to  own  guns,  in- 


A  FEW  DEVOUR 
ZlCrNS  SURE 
WOW.C?  HELp 
TUOUOU 


creases  in  property  taxes,  or  any  other 
infringement  on  our  pocketbooks  and 
social  life? 

I  already  know  the  answer.  And  I 
shudder  with  revulsion  at  the  realization 
that  this  item  will  be  met  with  much 
indifference.  No  amount  of  scientific 
jargon  or  whitewashing  can  remove  the 
stench  connected  with  this  sin  against  the 
laws  of  God !  Where  are  the  Jane  Fondas, 
and  Joan  Baezes  and  all  their  followers 
who  were  quick  to  withhold  tax  money  in 
protest  against  our  involvement  in 
Vietnam?  Do  you  believe  in  God  the 
Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy 
Ghost?  If  not  —  I  understand  your  in¬ 
difference.  But  if  any  man  professes  to  be 
a  Christian  and  has  claimed  Jesus  as  his 
personal  Savior  —  God  will  not  let  your 
conscience  be  free  of  burden  over  the 


decline  and  fall  of  our  nation.  It  is  a 
decline  and  fall  morally  and  spiritually. 
Will  some  of  our  “outspoken”  churches 
and  their  leaders  take  a  firm  stand  for 
the  rights  of  these  innocent  children? 

“Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked. 
For  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall 
he  also  reap.  For  he  that  soweth  to  his 
flesh  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption; 
but  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall  of 
the  Spirit  reap  life  everlasting.  And  let  us 
not  be  weary  in  well  doing  for  in  due 
season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not." 

Mrs.  Ronald  Grindle 
York vi lie,  Illinois 
Alcoholism  is  fatal 

To  the  Editor: 

I  know  that  alcoholism  is  a  fatal 
disease.  I  am  a  recovered  alcoholic.  But  I 
also  believe  that  a  miracle  happened  to 
me  when  I  got  out  of  the  V.  A.  hospital. 
Two  years  ago  I  was  a  hopeless  case. 
Even  my  psychologist  told  me  I  would 
never  make  it.  But  I  never  gave  up.  I  kept 
going  to  church  and  Bible  studies  and 
praying. 

That  desire  for  booze  kept  coming  at 
me.  I  was  getting  sick  and  depressed,  so 
one  day  I  said,  “Lord,  I  am  tired.  I  am 
opening  the  door  of  my  heart  and 
receiving  you  as  my  Lord  and  Savior. 
Please  heal  me  from  all  that  I  suffer.” 
Since  then,  my  imagination  and  thinking, 
or  my  mind,  shows  me  that  the  desire  for 
booze  doesn't  come  to  me  any  more.  I  am 
now  so  happy  with  my  God  that  day  after 
day  I  thank  Him  for  this  big  miracle. 

Willie  Rodriguez 
Bakersfield,  California 


r 


Give  a  hand  up, 
not  a  hand  out. 


The  annual  apportionment 
is  six  million  dollars. 

Six  million  dollars  to 
keep  12  black  colleges 
of  T  he  United  Methodist 
Church  open,  operable 
and  staffed  with  qualified 
personnel  and  accredited 
courses. 

Twelve  predominately 
black  colleges  where 
students  may  realize 
their  maximum  academic, 


social,  cultural  and 
religious  development. 

Six  million  dollars 
may  sound  like  a  lot  of 
money,  but  when  it  comes 
right  down  to  it... when 
it  comes  right  down  to  a 
student's  Future,  we 
don't  think  it's  asking 
a  lot  at  all. 

We  Ye  the  host  hope 
tliev  h:ive. 


*§  The  Mack 
4 College  Fund 

P.O.  Box  871.  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 
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Busing— Where  is  the  church? 

Reactions  vary  from  involvement  to  indifference  on  issue 


UMC  response  to  Yiets 
said  ‘overwhelming’ 

TVi/riiR  staff  e„0oini  ^ 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist 
response  was  described  as  “over¬ 
whelming"  when  it  was  announced  here 
last  week  that  890  Vietnamese  and 
Cambodian  families  have  been  resettled 
by  churches  and/  or  individuals  within 
the  denomination. 

“Approximately  6,000  people,  or  about 
60  percent  of  all  the  families  sponsored 
by  Protestants,  are  being  sponsored  by 
United  Methodists,"  said  Dr.  Harry 
Haines,  executive  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR). 

Since  the  earlier  target  of  560  families 
has  already  been  exceeded,  Dr.  Haines 
reported  a  new  target  of  1,000  families 
resettled  by  December  31st  has  been  set. 

Dr.  James  J.  Thomas,  who  has  been 
working  directly  with  sponsors,  said  he 
thinks  the  reason  for  the  “wonderful 
response"  is  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  looked  on  this  as  a  mission 
project.  He  added  that  approximately 
20,000  families  are  still  in  camps 
awaiting  sponsorship.  “We  will  continue 
to  place  families  until  there  are  no  more 
to  place,"  he  said. 

A  new  30-minute  film  will  be  released 
next  week  about  the  resettlement 


program.  Called  “New  Family  in  Town" 
the  fil.m  story  follows  a  family  froro 
Fort  Chaffee  in  Arkansas  to  their  new . 
home  and  tells,  through  interviews,  of 
what  is  happening  to  them.  Dr.  Haines 
said  100  copies  of  the  film  will  be 
available,  and  every  annual  conference 
will  have  a  print. 

Dr.  Thomas  reported  that  the  reset¬ 
tlement  program  is  working  fairly 
smoothly  now.  He  said  there  were  a  “few 
difficult  cases  at  the  very  beginning" 
with  individual  sponsors. 

He  said  individuals  are  encouraged  to 
move  under  the  umbrella  of  a  church  in 
co-sponsorship  of  a  family  rather  than 
doing  it  alone.  Also,  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  families  settled  through 
UMCOR  are  church  sponsored. 

“In  fairness  to  the  total  program, 
neither  government  or  the  voluntary 
agencies  at  first  were  prepared  to  take 
care  of  the  work  resettlement  entailed. 
By  and  large  these  problems  are  now 
rectified." 

Interested  church  sponsors  can  contact 
Dr.  Thomas  by  calling  212/  678-6161  or 
writing  to  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  NY  10027. 


Periodical  options  outlined 


From  UMC  Releases 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  Four  possible 
options  for  future  United  Methodist 
periodicals  were  proposed  here  Sept.  12 
by  a  denominational  study  team  assigned 
to  make  recommendations  for  church¬ 
wide  communications. 

The  recommendations  are  a  part  of  a 
20-page  report  to  be  considered  later  this 
month  by  the  church’s  Joint  Committee 
on  Communications  ( JCC)  as  that  group 
draws  up  suggestions  for  a  com¬ 
munications  program  to  be  presented  to 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  in  December.  The  study  comes 
Tour  months  after  the  collapse  of  “United 
Methodists  Today,"  the  denomination's 
general  magazine  which  ceased 
publication  in  June. 

An  overriding  theme  of  the  report  is 
that  whatever  print  media  program  is 
accepted  it  should  be  a  part  of  a  com¬ 
prehensive  system  embracing  other 
media  such  as  broadcasting,  motion 
pictures  and  direct  mail. 

The  four  print  media  options  —  drawn 
from  three  national  roundtable 
discussions  held  during  the  summer  and 
other  research  done  by  the  study  team  — 
are  as  follows: 

(1.)  “A  multi-level  publication  edited 
for  the  total  membership  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  with  inserts  for  use  by 
self-selected  specialized  audiences"  and 
issued  10  times  each  year. 

(2.)  Participation  in  an  interdenomi¬ 
national^  produced  monthly  journal 
with  approximately  a  third  of  the  content 
directed  specifically  to  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 

(3.)  A  small-format  publication  sent  10 
times  a  year  to  each  contributing  family 
unit  in  each  of  the  denomination’s  39,000 
local  churches. 


(4.)  No  national  publication,  but 
supplements  provided  for  inclusion  in  the 
present  network  of  regional  publications. 

In  addition,  the  report  calls  for  a 
professional  publication  for  the  clergy 
and  continuation  of  national  news  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  church  regardless  of  which  of 
the  four  options  are  eventually  accepted. 

The  report  went  on  to  recommend  that 
any  new  publication  be  published  under  a 
“central  authority,"  which  also  would  be 
responsible  for  other  publications  of  the 
church  (program  journal,  news 
publications  and  journal  for  clergy).  It 
was  further  suggested  that  this  “central 
authority"  might  also  extend  to 
periodicals  now  being  published  by 
program  boards  (“New  World  Outlook," 
“Response,"  “Engage/  Social  Action 
etc.). 

It  said  that  publishing  responsibility 
might  be  focused  in  the  JCC.  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  or  “an  in¬ 
dependent  board  with  no  responsibility, 
other  than  issuing  periodical 
publications." 

In  the  area  of  finances  for  the 
periodicals  it  recommends,  the  study 
team  said  “experience  has  shown"  that 
"with  rare  exceptions"  it  is  not  possible 
to  produce  a  publication  for  the  church 
without  subsidies  of  some  sort,  It 
recommended  that  such  subsidies  be 
continued  as  a  missional  task  of  the 
church. 

Another  financial  proposal  was  to 
earmark  part  of  yearly  contributions 
from  each  member  family  (possibly  $2) 
to  be  used  for  communications.  The 
money  would  go  to  various  com¬ 
munications  programs  at  the  general 
church  and  annual  conference  levels  with 
some  money  earmarked  to  strengthen 
local  church  newsletters. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
As  school  buses  moved  out  this  month 
to  implement  court-ordered  desegrega¬ 
tion  in  cities  around  the  country  amid 
violence  and  threats  of  violence,  where 
was  the  United  Methodist  Church? 

In  some  areas  the  church  was  evident 
and  visible  in  the  form  of  clergypersons 
who  rode  school  buses  and  patrolled  halls 
in  an  effort  to  head  off  violent  con¬ 
frontations.  In  other  areas  United 
Methodists  were  laying  groundwork  for 
community  reconciliation  through 
sermons,  living  room  dialogue  and  in¬ 
dividual  counseling. 

In  other  areas  the  church  was  doing 
little  or  nothing  as  it  —  like  many  private 
citizens  —  seemed  to  pretend  that  if  the 
issue  is  ignored  it  will  eventually  go 
away. 

TM/  UMR  talked  last  week  with 
United  Methodists  in  several  commun¬ 
ities  around  the  nation  where  desegrega¬ 
tion  through  busing  is  coming  about  or  is 
anticipated.  The  following  report  reflects 
some  of  the  UMC  involvement: 

Boston 

In  a  city  where  only  a  handful  of  U.M 
churches  exist,  and  where  areas  of  strife 

-  notably  South  Boston  and  Charlestown 

—  are  predominantly  Roman  Catholic,  a 
recently  stepped-up  Protestant  effort  has 
found  United  Methodists  in  the  forefront, 
says  Dr.  James  Nash,  a  United  Methodist 
and  executive  director  of  the 
Massachusetts  Council  of  Churches. 

The  Southern  New  England  annual 
conference  this  past  June  passed  a 
resolution  supporting  conference  and 
local  church  persons  and  -all  others 
working  for  “safe  implementation  of  the 
desegregation  of  public  schools." 

Boston  Area  Bishop  Edward  G. 
Carroll’s  “strong  leadership,"  Dr.  Nash 
says,  also  has  helped  rally  clergypersons 
around  a  committee  of  Religious  Concern 
for  Desegregation  in  Boston. 

A  recent  committee  proclamation 
signed  by  Bishop  Carroll  and  other 
prominent  United  Methodists  called  on 
Christians  to  work  “for  the  elimination  of 
the  sin  of  racism  and  the  creation  of 
justice  in  education  in  Boston  and 
elsewhere.” 

The  bishop  joined  several  other 
religious  leaders  on  national  television 
two  weeks  ago  in  an  appeal  for  religious 
commitment  and  prayer  as  the  school 
year  began  in  Boston. 

"Furthermore,"  Dr.  Nash  told 
TM/  UMR,  “the  bishop  himself  is  a 
visible  presence.  He’s  the  only  black 
churchman  I  know  who  went  anywhere 
near  predominantly  white  South  Boston 
on  the  opening  day  of  school  last  year.  He 
went  to  South  Boston  High  School.” 

Pastors  need  to  be  visible  at  times  of 
crisis,  says  one' active  layperson.  Mrs. 
Lois  Dauway;  cOriimunity  worker  at 
Union  UMC,  Boston,  and  coordinator  of 
the  Religious  Concerns  Committee  which 
also  staffs  rumor  centers,  says  pastors 
are  “a  calming  force"  when  tensions  are 
high.  They  have  credibility,  she  main¬ 
tains.  “They  simply  say  there  must  be 
peace.  There  is  a  law  to  be  obeyed.  There 
must  be  quality  education.  On  that  basis 
they  can  relate  to  many  segments  of  a 
divided  community.” 

Psychiatrist 
convinced  of 
after-life 

RICHMOND,  Ind.  (RNS)  -  Dr. 
Elizabeth  Kubler-Ross,  a  psychiatrist 
and  authority  in  the  field  of  death  and 
dying,  said  here  that  her  research  has 
convinced  her  pjat  life  continues  after 
death. 

Only  the  physical  body  dies,  she  told  a 
conference  on  Interdisciplinary  Ministry 
on  Death,  Dying  and  Living  at  the 
Quaker  Yokefellow  Institute,  located  at 
Earlham  College. 

Dr.  Kubler-Ross  is  well-known  for  her 
work  with  dying  patients.  Her  research 
has  led  her  into  the  study  of  out-of-body 
phenomena. 

She  recently  told  an  interviewer  for 
Family  Circle  magazine  that  she  no 
longer  believes,  as  she  once  did,  that 
death  is  the  end  of  everything.  “Now  I’m 
certain  it  is  not,"  she  stated. 

The  psychiatrist  bases  her  conclusions 
about  life-after-death  in  large  part  on  her 
experiences  with  dying  persons.  Some  of 
her  findings  she  bases  on  talks  with 
people  who  were  clinically  dead  but  were 
revived  by  medical  means. 

“When  people  die,"  she  said,  “from 
small  children  to  aged  adults,  among 
both  religious  and  non-religious,  there  is 
a  common  denominator.  Three  things 
happen:  First,  there  is  an  experience  of 
floating  out  of  the  body.  The  dying  person 
perceives  what  is  happening  to  his  or  her 
corpse.  They  observe  such  things  as 
heroic  attempts  (by  others)  to 
resuscitate." 

The  second  experience,  she  continued, 
is  a  feeling  of  peace  and  wholeness.  Third 
is  being  met  by  someone  who  is  already 
dead,  she  said. 

She  spoke  of  children  relating  ex¬ 
periences  of  being  met  by  Jesus  and 
Mary  and  telling  the  story  when  revived 
from  clinical  death. 

"None  of  the  patients  who  have  had  a 
death  experience  —  and  returned  —  are 
ever  again  afraid  to  die."  Dr.  Kubler- 
Ross  told  the  conference. 

She  said  that  fear  of  death  is  fear  of 
“our  own  potential  destructiveness." 

Dr.  Kubler-Ross  said  that  if  reports  on 
the  experience  of  the  dying  are  factual, 
verified  and  scientific,  it  would  prove 
more  than  many  Christians  have  been 
able  to  do  over  the  centuries. 


The  Rev.  Scott  Campbell,  pastor  of 
Wesley  UMC,  Dorcester,  knows  about 
visibility.  He  rode  buses  in  South  Boston 
last  fall.  But  he  also  uses  living  room  dia¬ 
logue  in  his  own  and  other  congregations 
to  focus  on  “educational  as  well  as  trans¬ 
portation  issues.” 

From  a  small  nucleus  of  concerned 
persons  at  Wesley  Church,  he  says,  grew 
a  community-wide  organization  called 
"Racial  Harmony  Now.”  The 
organization  is  now  defunct,  but  it  he’ped 
get  “the  real  facts"  out  to  the  community 
in  a  time  of  stress  and  started  block 
associations  which  are  still  going  strong, 
he  told  TM/  UMR. 

Denver 

Church  involvement  in  Denver,  where 
court-ordered  integration  is  now  in  its 
second  year,  was  the  main  factor  in  a 
smooth  transition  in  that  city,  one  United 
Methodist  layperson  claims. 

Groundwork  laid  throughout  the 
community  by  the  Colorado  Council  of 
Churches  led  directly  to  a  court- 
appointed  Citizens’  Education  Council  — 
a  council- which  developed  a  workable 
system  and  saw  it  through,  says  Dr.  Sally 
Geis,  sociology  professor  and  member  of 
the  general  Board  of  Church  and  Socie*- 
Dr.  Geis  credits  Council  of  Churches' 
director  the  Rev. Spencer  Wren,  a  United 
Methodist,  with  recruiting  support  from 
the  prominent  leadership  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  “He  pointed  out  to  the  business 
persons  that  the  community  could  be  torn 
apart  if  this  wasn’t  done  peaceably.  He 
pointed  out  to  everyone  that  school  in¬ 
tegration  was  inevitable.  He  counseled 
and  encouraged  other  pastors  to  coun¬ 
sel." 

Today  in  Denver,  bi-racial  teams  of 
prominent  persons  go  into  every  school  in 
Denver,  first  on  a  once-a-week  basis, 
later  once  a  month.  Monitoring  continues 
throughout  the  year.  “It's  going  fine,” 
Dr.  Geis  reports. 

She  does  not  claim,  she  says,  that  if  the 
church  worked  harder  in  other  cities, 
there  would  not  be  trouble.  “Denver  has 
a  lot  going  for  it.  We  are  strongly  Anglo, 
an  upper  middle  class  community  with 
not  much  poverty.  And  there  has  been  no 
white  flight,  so  our  tax  base  is  still 
sound.” 

Nonetheless,  she  maintains,  the  plan 
requires  a  great  deal  o?  busing,  and  there 
could  have  been  more  tension  if  the 
church  hadn’t  stepped  in  early. 

Michigan 

Two  years  ago,  when  Pontiac.  Mich., 
made  headlines  with  blown-up  buses  and 
violent  confrontations,  “ministers  made 
a  real  difference,"  recalls  one  man  who 
was  there. 

United  Methodist  ministers  rode  buses, 
•patrolled  schools  and  generally  pulled 
together,  recalls  the  Rev.  William 
Robinson,  then  Detroit  Conference’s 
urban  missioner.  "Bishop  Dwight  E. 
Loder  was  most  supportive,"  he  says. 
“He  first  pulled  us  together  in  workshops 
so  we  could  deal  with  our  own  feelings." 

But  it's  too  bad,  Mr.  Robinson  believes, 
that  communities  wait  until  a  crisis 
comes  before  they  act  Detroit,  he  says, 
is  now  operating  under  a  minimally- 
integrated  plan,  with  a  more  extensive 
court-ordered  plan  a  strong  future 
possibility.  As  a  result,  “as  long  as  the 
decision  is  put  off,  people  don’t  have  to 
deal  with  it.  Last  summer  we  were  all 
thinking  of  ways  to  implement  integra¬ 
tion  peaceably.  Now  nobody  is  thinking. 
Thpy're  «aying  it’s  no*  go«ng  to  happen.” 

Wisconsin 

A  Milwaukee  pastor  says  that  his 
church,  too,  has  not  taken  full  advantage 
of  time  to  prepare  for  a  court-ordered 


plan  which  is  expected  at  any  time. 

But  Albright  UMC  does  belong  to  one  of 
a  number  of  neighborhood  associations  in 
Milwaukee,  formed  to  “develop  a  spirit 
of  orderly  housing  integration  without 
panic  or  blockbusting." 

“This  is  a  good  approach  our  church 
can  take,"  says  the  Rev.  Richard  Truitt. 
“The  courts  probably  won’t  allow  us 
enough  time  to  integrate  through  housing 
patterns.  But  at  least  if  court-ordered 
school  integration  comes,  we  already 
have  a  structure  to  work  through  to 
reduce  fear  and  anxiety." 

In  nearby  Racine,  a  voluntary  school 
integration  plan  which  completes  its  final 
phase  this  fall  has  created  no  problems 
for  his  congregation,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Richard  Hinkelman,  of  Christ  UMC. 
“They  are  pleased.  They  are  sorry  it 
costs  so  much  in  money  and  in¬ 
convenience  to  the  kids.  And  they  wish 
there  were  some  other  way." 

But  conditions  were  ideal  in  Racine,  he 
notes.  “With  no  court  order,  there  were 
no  pressures  of  time,  no  one  outside 
telling  us  what  to  do."  Nor  are  the 
numbers  of  students  as  great  as  in  larger 
cities.  The  final  elementary -school  phase 
added  2,400  additional  bussed  students. 

The  current  concern  at  Christ  Church, 
its  pastor  said,  is  that  it  has  no  black 
members.  Efforts  now  are  being  made  to 
integrate  through  community  ministry 
with  Scouts,  pre-schoolers  and  youth 
activities. 

Dallas 

“If  churches  can  clear  their  minds  and 
deal  with  the  issues,  they’ll  find  the 
handles  to  work  in  the  community,"  says 
the  Rev.  Zan  Holmes  of  Dallas,  where  a 
massive  school  integration  plan  has  a 


January  deadline. 

Mr  Holmes,  a  black  professor  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  a 
member  of  the  city’s  Tri-Ethnic  Com¬ 
mittee.  hopes  churches  will  do  more  than 
simply  educate  themselves  on  the  issue. 

They  can  first  affirm  quality  education 
for  all  students,  he  believes.  They  can 
create  an  on-going  relationship  with  their 
schools,  through  a  district-wide  Adopt-a- 
School  program.  Then  they  can  actually 
help  the  community  come  up  with  an 
integration  plan  to  submit  to  the  courts. 

“It  is  not  enough  to  call  for  calm,"  Mr. 
Holmes  told  TM/  UMR.  “We  have  to 
create  an  atmosphere  all  the  way  to  the 
classroom.  Where  integration  fails,  it 
fails  in  the  classroom  without  an  open, 
trusting  atmosphere." 


National  officials  call 
for  busing  groundwork 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
definitely  has  a  role  to  play  in  com¬ 
munities  wrestling  with  court-ordered 
school-busing.  But  it  won’t  come  easily 
unless  some  groundwork  is  laid  ahead  of 
time. 

That  is  the  view  of  several  United 
Methodist  officials  who  believe  churches 
have  a  otrong  mission  in  communities 
facing  busing  for  school  integration.  That 
mission  can  best  be  served,  they  say,  by 
confronting  the  issue  before  it  becomes  a 
crisis. 

“United  Methodists  need  to  be  alerted 
that  this  whole  area  is  a  legitimate 
mission  of  the  church,"  says  the  "Rev. 
John  P.  Adams,  “trouble-shooter”  for 
the  denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

Local  churches  need  to  expose 
themselves  to  the  school  integration 
issue  so  they  can  help  their  communities 
deal  with  it,  according  to  Dr.  Earnest  A. 
Smith,  chief  executive  of  Church  and 
Society’s  human  relations  division. 

Officially  the  United  Methodist  Church 
supports  “the  use  of  busing  where  ap¬ 
propriate  for  school  integration."  A  1972 
General  Conference  resolution  calls 
busing  “often  the  only  method  available 
to  achieve  racial  integration  and  quality 
education." 

But  more  important  right  now  than  a 
strong  pro-busing  stand,  Dr.  Smith  says, 
is  a  willingness  simply  to  be  involved. 

He’s  not  primarily  concerned  that 
churches  come  up  with  a  solution  right 
away.  As  he  sees  it,  "They  need  to 


the  church  today 


Curric-u-shops  to  be  hosted  by 
five  annual  conferences 

NASHVILLE  —  Four  curric-u-shops, 
designed  to  interpret  the  use  of  United 
Methodist  church  school  curriculum  re¬ 
sources  to  local  church  educators,  have 
been  scheduled  for  fall,  1975  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Alabama  and  Texas. 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  Conference 
will  host  the  first  Curric-u-shop  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh’s  Ingomar  UMC,  September  26-27. 
Others  will  follow  on  October  3-4  at  St. 
Matthew's  UMC,  Wayne.  Pennsylvania, 
hosted  jointly  by  the  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Southern  New  Jersey 
Conferences.  November  13-14  at  Trinity 
UMC.  Birmingham,  hosted  by  the  North 
Alabama  Conference:  and  November  18- 
19  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Houston,  hosted  by 
the  Texas  Conference. 

The  workshops  consist  of  scheduled 
events  —  groups  for  each  age-level  and 
other  special  interests  —  and  a  Learning 
Arena  which  is  open  throughout  both 
days.  The  workshops  are  an  outgrowth  of 
a  growing  awareness  among  the 
cooperating  agencies  of  a  need  within 
local  churches  to  know  more  about  what 
United  Methodist  curriculum  resources 
are  available  and  how  to  use  them  ef¬ 
fectively. 

UMCOR  aids  Turkey 
earthquake  victims 

NEW  YORK  —  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  will  ex¬ 
pand  the  services  of  a  comprehensive 
community  development  program  in  the 
Dyakabakyr  province  of  Turkey  to  help 
meet  the  needs  of  last  week’s  earthquake 
victims. 

Dr.  Harry  Haines,  UMCOR  executive, 
reported  here  that  the  UMCOR  supported 
agricultural  community  development 
project  was  started  in  the  aftermath  of  a 
1969  earthquake  in  the  same  area. 
UMCOR  had  recently  committed  $25,000 


to  the  project.  An  additional  $60,000  will 
expand  the  program  to  meet  current 
needs,  he  said. 


mediate  to  provide  an  atmosphere 
that's  conducive  for  people  to  come 
together  and  help  each  other  see  the  right 
and  wrong."  When  people  are  free  to 
pursue  the  right,  in  an  atmosphere  not 
charged  with  antagonism,  they’ll  find  it, 
he  believes. 

It  isn't  easy  for  a  church  to  take  on  the 
role  of  mediator,  he  says.  “By  and  large, 
our  churches  haven't  laid  the  foundation 
for  dealing  with  this  kind  of  crisis.  They 
simply  don’t  know  how  to  get  started. 
When  they  do,  they  can  make  a  great 
difference." 

To  help  them  get  started,  two  moves 
are  afoot  in  general  church  agencies: 

1.  A  proposed  resolution  for  the  1976 
General  Conference  which  focuses  on  the 
local  church  as  a  instrument  of  peace  and 
justice  within  its  own  community; 

2.  A  proposed  series  of  consultations  on 
busing  for  local  churches,  to  help  them 
find  ways  to  respond  to  school  integration 
problems. 

"It’s  vital  to  look  at  the  issue  now,” 
says  Dr.  Woodie  White,  executive 
director  of  the  U.M.  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  which  will  conduct  the 
consultations.  “By  the  time  the  court 
order  comes,  (to  integrate  schools)  you 
don't  have  the  arena." 

Looking  at  the  issue,  Dr.  Smith 
believes,  must  tak6  several  forms. 

Congregations  must  know  their 
schools,  teachers,  principals,  students 
and  be  involved  in  educational  concerns 
before  there’s  a  problem.  “Then  if 
something  goes  crooked,  they’re  in  a 
position  to  help  set  them  straight.” 

Clergypersons  must  be  prepared  to  be 
visible,  available,  willing  to  help  in  many 
ways,  from  talking  with  school  officials 
to  riding  school  buses  to  conducting 
human  relations  courses  for  teachers. 

“Don’t  try  to  sell  anything  but  un¬ 
derstanding,"  he  warned.  “That  way  you 
can  help  save  a  community  from 
violence  and  division." 
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'Hello  children-goodbye  mothers!9 

Mother’s  Day  Out  puts 
6care’  into  action 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  many  United 
Methodist  churches  across  the  country, 
September  is  the  month  in  which  a 
ministry  benefiting  mothers  and  pre¬ 
school  children  renews.  It’s  called 
"Mother’s  Day  Out.’’  The  following 
article  describes  one  such  program. 

By  JOAN  ANDERSON 
Special  To  TM/  UMR 

ARLINGTON  HEIGHTS.  Ill.  -  The 
mothers  stood  in  a  talkative  cluster 
waiting  for  the  classroom  door  to  open. 
Their  two-year-olds  wandered  to  and  fro, 
examining  each  other's  lunch  boxes  and 
peeking  at  show-and-tell’  toys  brought 
from  home. 

"I'm  going  right  home,  take  the  phone 
off  the  hook  and  settle  into  a  nice  soothing 
bath  —  all  by  myself!"  said  one  mother, 
grinning  at  the  thought 

“Not  me!”  another  chimed  in.  “Today 
I  can  go  to  the  shopping  center,  wander 
around,  have  lunch  and  just  be  me  —  all 
day!” 

“Oh,  joy!"  beamed  a  third. 

The  classroom  door  opened  and  the 
toddlers  streamed  in.  greeting  their 
teachers  happily.  Another  day  in  the 
Mother’s  Day  Out  (MDO)  program, 
sponsored  by  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  here,  was  about  to  begin. 

Simple  on  the  surface.  MDO  never¬ 
theless  fills  one  of  the  deepest  needs  of 
any  young  neighborhood:  the  need  for 
short,  inexpensive  pre-school  babysitting 
service.  Available  two  days  a  week  from 
9:30a.m.  to  2:00  p.m.,  its  greatest  appeal 
is  to  stay-at-home  mothers,  who  can 
enjoy  a  weekly  day  away  from  the 
pressures  of  housework  and  child  care. 

Members  of  the  program  sign  up  in 
September  for  one  of  the  two  available 
days,  at  a  cost  of  three  dollars  per  session 
for  one  child,  up  to  $4.50  for  a  family. 
Children  as  young  as  six  months  are 
cared  for  by  a  registered  nurse  in  the 
well-stocked  nursery,  while  older  tod- 
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dlers  enjoy  classrooms  equipped  with 
intriguing  toys,  and  both  indoor  and 
outdoor  playlots  (the  basement  lot  aptly 
named,  “The  Muscle  Room!”) 

“We  began  by  studying  the  needs  of  our 
community,”  explains  Rev.  Duane 
Gebhardt,  one  of  the  church's  three 
pastors,  and  head  of  Children's  Ministry. 
“We  found  that  although  child  care 
facilities  were  available  for  working 
mothers,  there  was  little  or  nothing  for 
the  full-time  housewife,  especially  those 
with  infants.” 

Because  of  its  proximity  to  Chicago’s 
O’Hare  Airport,  the  northwest  suburban 
area  is  highly  transient,  with  a  high 
turnover  of  young  families  each  year. 
The  church  committee  discovered  that 
many  people  in  the  community  had  been 
transferred  here  by  their  companies  and 
were  left  with  no  family  or  friends  to 
occasionally  step  in  and  help  with  child 
care.  It  seemed  a  lonely  existence  for 
them,  and  board  members  felt  that 
Christian  fellowship  demanded  they 
address  themselves  to  this  need. 

Rated  ‘‘unwilling’ 
Project  Equality 
delists  Wards 

CHICAGO  —  United  Methodist- 
supported  “Project  Equality”  (PE)  has 
delisted  Montgomery  Ward,  fourth 
largest  general  retailer  in  the  nation, 
from  its  Buyer’s  Guide  and  given  the 
company  an  “unwilling”  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity  (EEO)  per¬ 
formance  rating. 

Project  Equality  is  a  national  in¬ 
terfaith  program  which  relates  to  EEO, 
the  federal  law  requiring  employers  to 
maintain  equal  hiring  practices  and 
other  benefits  for  ethnic  minorities  and 
women.  PE  validates  EEO  practices, 
patterns  and  procedures  of  its  agencies 
and  suppliers  of  goods  and  services. 

The  action  resulted  from  a  decision  by 
Mr.  Sidney  McKnight,  president  of 
Montgomery  Ward  that  PE  validation 
reviews  of  certain  EEO  efforts  were  to  be 
cancelled.  Mr.  McKnight  ruled  that  “it  is 
against  our  company  policy  to  permit 
any  private  organization  to  conduct  an 
internal  audit  of  our  business  operation.” 

In  order  for  a  firm  to  receive  PE’s 
“accepted”  or  “probation”  ratings,  the 
firm  is  asked  to  file  a  commitment  with 
PE  that  they  will  take  affirmative  ac¬ 
tions  to  achieve  EEO  for  minorities  and 
women,  will  report  appropriate  em¬ 
ployment  data  on  a  confidential  basis  to 
PE,  and  will  undergo  EEO  validation 
reviews  by  PE  of  their  corporate  and 
facility  programs.  An  “unwilling”  rating 
means  the  employer  does  not  wish  to 
validate  his  EEO  program  with  PE. 

Letters  of  protest  and  request  for 
reconsideration  of  the  ruling  have  been 
sent  to  Mr.  McKnight  by  the  Rev.  Paul 
Smith,  national  chairperson  of  Project 
Equality  and  the  Rev.  Woodie  W.  White, 
executive  secretary  of  UMC’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race. 


Audiologist 

Tells  How  To 
Hear  Better 

Find  out  what  to  do  about 
today’s  most  common  hearing 
problem.  Send  for  the  free  8- 
page  book,  “The  Truth  About 
Nerve  Deafness”  by  a  prom¬ 
inent  professor  of  audiology 
at  a  major  school  of  medicine. 
The  book  is  free,  so  write  for 
yours  now.  There’s  no  cost  or 
obligation.  Write  today  to 
Dept.  4822  ,  Beltone  Elec¬ 
tronics,  4201  W.  Victoria  St., 
Chicago,  Ill.  60646. 


NCC  to  observe  25th  anniversary 

Ecumenical  council  wears  many  hats ,  gears  for  \ greater  unity 9 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  presiding 
officer  rose  at  11  a.m. 

“I  declare  that  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  United 
States  of  America  is  officially  con¬ 
strued,”  he  said.  “Let  us  now  dedicate  it 
to  the  glory  of  God  and  to  the  service  of 
mankind." 

That  was  25  years  ago,  November  29, 
1950.  Twenty-nine  churches  —  Protes¬ 
tant,  Orthodox,  white  and  black  —  and 
eight  inter-church  agencies  accepted  a 

iiaUenge  to  share  the  wholeness  of  the 
Christian  task. 

All  former  presidents  and  general 
secretaries  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC)  are  living  and  will  be 
honored  when  the  ecumenical 
organization  marks  its  25th  anniversary 
during  an  Oct.  10-12  Governing  Board 
meeting.  (See  related  story  on  U.M. 
presidents.) 

Much  has  happened  to  the  NCC  In  25 
years.  Along  with  its  ecumenical  suc¬ 
cesses  it  has  experienced  financial 
problems,  admlnl-trative  snafus  and 
internal  tensions.  It  has  won  friends  and 
made  enemies.  The  stated  purposes, 
however,  remain  those  declared  In  1950: 
to  glorify  God  in  a  united  way  and  to 
serve  humanity. 

No  succinct  definition  of  what  the 
National  CouncU  does  has  ever  been 
possible.  Description  depends  on  per¬ 
spective.  To  some,  the  council  is  the 
forum  where  historically  separated 
churches  seek  their  present  and  future 
unity  in  Christ. 

Others  view  it  as  a  social  action  agency 
sometimes  offending  the  constituencies 
of  its  own  member  churches  with  radical 
statements  and  programs. 

For  still  others,  the  council  is  a  relief 
and  refugee  service,  publisher  of  the 
Revised  Standard  Version  Bible,  coor¬ 
dinator  of  missionary  activities,  pro¬ 
ducer  of  radio  and  television  shows  or 
collector  of  religious  statistics. 


Theological  dialogue,  social  action, 
human  welfare,  research,  overseas 
ministries  and  communication  are  all 
included  in  the  council’s  far-flung 
program. 

From  its  start  the  National  Council  was 
accused  by  some  of  meddling  in  politics. 
That  is  perhaps  the  most  constant 
criticism  of  an  organization  which  over 
the  years  supported  the  civil  rights  and 
peace  movements,  endorsed  boycotts  of 
grapes  and  lettuce,  called  for  U.S. 
recognition  of  China  long  before 
President  Nixon  went  to  Peking  and 
lobbied  for  a  host  of  public  causes. 

One  current  problem  of  the  NCC  is 
financial.  While  the  council’s  basic 
budget  has  climbed  from  some  $2.5 
million  in  1951  to  $9.5  million  today,  some 
member  denominations,  especially  black 
and  Orthodox,  do  not  meet  their  fair 


share  apportionments.  Inflation  and  the 
financial  problems  of  the  so-called 
“mainline  churches”  have  also  taken  a 
toll  on  NCC  revenues. 

Agencies  of  churches  that  do  not  of¬ 
ficially  belong  to  the  council  can  and  do 
take  part  in  program  divisions.  That 
possibility  comes  largely  from  the 
heritage  of  the  inter-church  organiza¬ 
tions  helping  to  found  the  council. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  all 
denominations  represented  in,  for 
example,  the  International  Council  of 
Religious  Education  to  join  the  National 
Council  proper  to  continue  cooperative 
work  in  education.  Therefore,  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  a  non-NCC 
denomination,  takes  part  in  a  council 
section  that  prepares  International 
Sunday  School  Lesson  outlines. 

In  recent  years,  a  number  of  Roman 


Catholic  orders  have  joined  the  Division 
of  Overseas  Ministries.  Many  non¬ 
member  groups  work  through  Church 
World  Service,  the  NCC’s  relief  and 
refugee  agency. 

Improving  Protestant-Catholic-Ortho¬ 
dox  relations  has  been  a  growing  council 
concern  since  1965.  As  an  outgrowth  of 
the  Second  Vatican  Council,  the  NCC 
faith  and  Order  office  and  the  National 
Confraternity  of  Christian  Doctrine 
launched  a  series  of  Living  Room  Dia¬ 
logues.  That  widely-hailed  venture 
brought  together  Christians  in  commun¬ 
ities  across  the  land  for  discussion  of 
“responsible  involvement”  in  the  unity 
movement. 

On  its  25th  anniversary,  the  NCC  is 
weighing  the  success  of  its  efforts  to  date 
and  planning  for  the  “still  greater 
unity.” 


3  U.M. s  were  NCC  prgsidents 

Former  prexies  share  views 


TM/UMR  asked  two  of  the  three  former 
presidents  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  who  are  United  Methodists,  to 
coment  on  their  term  of  office  as  well  as 
speculate  on  the  future  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

William  C.  Martin 
(1952-54) 

Bishop  Martin,  82,  | 
a  leader  of  the  for- 
mer  Methodist 
Church,  took  office 
in  1952.  He  retired 
in  1964  from  the 
Dallas  Area  and 
now  lives  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark. 

As  president  of  i 
the  NCC  during  the 
era  of  McCarthyis.n,  Bishop  Martin  re- 


UMC  committee  told 

Ministry  to  families 
of  homosexuals  needed 


NORTH  ANDOVER,  Mass.  — 
Homosexual  men  and  women  in  the 
United  States,  conservatively  estimated 
to  number  more  than  15  million,  are 
members  of  families  which  need  the 
ministry  of  the  church,  the  national 
United  Methodist  Family  Life  Com¬ 
mittee  was  told  here  early  in  September. 

During  their  two  and  one-half  day* 
semi-annual  meeting,  20  members  of  the 
national  committee  and  an  equal  number 
of  homosexuals  from  the  Boston  area 
participated  in  a  24-house  “con¬ 
sciousness  raising”  session  on  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

Coordinator  for  the  session  was  the 
Rev.  Donald  McGaw,  a  member  of  the 
committee  who  is  executive  director  of 
the  Homophile  Community  Health 
Center  in  Boston,  a  state-licensed  agency 
which  has  a  25-member  staff. 

Mr.  McGaw  reminded  the  committee 
that  gay  (homosexual)  children  are  the 
products  of  heterosexual  coupling.  “That 
means  there  are  millions  of  families  who 
are  in  some  form  or  another  dealing  with 
the  fact  that  their  offsprings  are 
homosexual,”  he  said.  “Apart  from 
children,  there  are  a  whole  host  of 
families  in  which  one  of  the  parents  is 
homosexual.” 

As  yet,  he  observed,  there  is  not  a 
ministry  within  the  church  structure  to 
homosexuals  and  their  families, a  fact 
which  he  blames  on  a  lack  of  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  total  psychological, 
sociological,  and  theological  dimensions 
of  the  issue  of  homosexuality  and  in  some 
respects  the  issue  of  the  family. 


The  Committee’s  chairman  Noe 
Gonzales,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  evaluated  the 
experience  as  a  meaningful  opportunity 
for  the  church  leaders  to  move  from 
"talking  about”  homosexuals  to  “talking 
with”  homosexuals. 

“Heretofore,  we  have  been  able  to 
intellectualize  about  the  issue  but  it 
became  quite  another  thing  when  we 
were  on  a  one-to-one  relationship,”  he 
said.  “The  issue  became  personalized 
and  we  realized  that  the  homosexual  isn’t 
just  some  abstract  non-entity  out  there 
but  is  a  real  person  who  is  crying,  who  is 
pleading,  who  is  honest  enough  to  say 
who  he  or  she  is  and  the  problems  they 
face  in  their  own  family  structure.” 

The  Committee  plans  to  ask  the  1976 
General  Conference  of  the  denomination 
to  support  a  church-wide  study  of  all 
dimensions  of  the  family.  One  of  the 
elements  of  that  study  would  be  a 
revision  of  a  “Resolution  on  the  Family” 
referred  for  study  by  the  1972  General 
Conference.  Not  limited  to  the  nuclear 
family  of  husband,  wife,  and  children,  a 
final  revision  of  the  resolution  is  ex¬ 
pected  at  the  committee’s  next  meeting 
in  February. 

Recognizing  that  there  have  been 
strong  protests  against  homosexuality 
from  certain  groups  within  the 
denomination,  the  Committee  said  too 
much  attention  had  been  given  to 
negative  references  to  homosexuality  in 
the  Social  Principles  of  the  “Book  of 
Discipline"  and  not  enough  attention  to 
sections  calling  for  ministry. 


Pastor  urges  churches  to  expand 
outreach  to  ‘formerly  married’ 


ST.  LOUIS  —  A  Baptist  pastor  has 
challenged  churches  to  “enlarge  their 
vision  to  include  single  adults,  including 
the  formerly  married.” 

The  Rev.  Britton  Wood  issued  the 
challenge  in  the  paper  he  will  present  at 
the  Continental  Congress  on  the  Family 
to  be  held  here,  Oct.  12-17.  Pastor  of 
single  adults  at  the  Park  Cities  Baptist 
Church,  Dallas,  Tex.,  he  will  speak  on 
“The  Formerly  Married  —  th6  Church's 
New  Frontier”  in  one  of  nine  presen¬ 
tations  to  the  expected  crowd  of  1,500 
participants. 

Mr  Wood  declares  that  “the  formerly 
married  are  definitely  the  challenge  of 
the  new  frontier  for  the  church  today.”  In 
facing  this  challenge,  Mr.  Good  asserts 
that  “the  people  of  God  are  on  the  edge  of 
one  of  the  greatest  adventures  the  church 
has  ever  known.” 

Of  churches,  Mr  Wood  writes,  “We 
are  beginning  to  see  all  persons  —  par¬ 
ticularly  the  divorced,  widowed,  and 
separated  adults  —  in  our  midst.  These 
formerly  married  persons  represent  a 
segment  of  adult  society  that  has,  up  to 
now.  been  virtually  ignored  by  chur¬ 
ches." 

From  the  experience  of  his  ministry 
with  many  of  them,  Mr.  Wood  explains 
(hat  “the  formerly  married  are  fighting 
for  their  lives  to  live  as  healthy  growing 
persons.  With  or  without  the  help  of  the 
church,  they  will  attempt  to  have  their 
needs  filled.” 

In  viewing  the  resources  for  meeting 
these  needs,  he  asserts,  “The  church  is 
the  only  institution  that  is  styled  to  in¬ 
clude  all  persons  regardless  of  where 
they  are  at  any  point  in  their  lives.  It  is 


4, 


the  character  of  the  church  to  be 
forgiving  and  personal.  The  nature  of  the 
church  is  to  provide  spiritual  growth  for 
all  persons.” 

Mr.  Wood  calls  on  church  leadership 
to  “consider  wisely  the  approaches  of 
ministry  with  single  persons”  and  to  see 
that  “single  adults  are  involved  in  all 
aspects  of  church  leadership.”  He  writes 
that  "the  vision  of  the  church  today  needs 
to  be  enlarged  to  include  the  single  adult. 

"The  people  of  God,”  he  con¬ 
cludes,  “must  not  let  this  challenge  be 
assumed  by  lesser  lights  in  our  world.” 


called  that  the  Council  was  one  of  the 
first  interchurch  agencies  to  sound  the 
warning  that  the  senator  was  raising 
problems  not  proper  in  a  free  America. 

"Wild  and  unfounded  statements  were 
being  released  about  leading  churchmen 
of  various  denominations,  including 
Bishop  Oxnam  of  the  Methodist  Church 
to  the  effect  that  they  were  leaning 
toward  communism,”  Bishop  Martin 
said. 

“None  ever  accused  me  of  leanings  in 
that  direction,  but  I  suppose  some 
suspected  anyone  related  to  the  NCC  in 
an  official  capacity,”  he  said.  “But  it 
never  worried  me  or  annoyed  me  I  knew 
the  light  would  prevail.” 

One  of  his  greatest  satisfactions  with 
the  NCC  came  as  it  “simply  brought 
together  leaders"  in  evangelism, 
overseas  work  and  Christian  education  to 
share  ideas,  plans  and  practices. 

Of  its  future,  Bishop  Martin  said,  “I 
have  a  definite  conviction  that  the  NCC 
represents  an  endeavor  in  ecumenical 
relations  that  must  be  fostered  and 
enlarged  if  we  are  to  have  a  witness  to 
the  Christian  way  of  life  this  country  of 
ours  needs  so  much.  If,  for  any  reason  the 
NCC  ceased  to  exist,  immediately  efforts 
would  begin  to  reorganize  a  similar 
body.” 

“Problems  are  continually  arising  and 
coming  to  the  center  of  the  stage.  We 
need  a  body  of  Christian  people  who  will 
meet  together  to  arrive  at  a  Christian 
viewpoint  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit." 

Reuben  H.  Mueller 

(1963-66) 

Bishop  Mueller,  | 

78,  was  elected! 
from  the  Evangeli-| 
cal  United  Brethren  I 
Church  before  that! 
denomination  be- 1 
came  part  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Church.  Retired  in. 

1972  from  the  Indi-  [ 
anapolis  Area,  he  Bishop  Mueller 
resides  in  Naperville,  Ill. 

“I  was  elected  the  sixth  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  the 
week  after  the  assassination  of  President 
Kennedy  in  1963.  Tensions  were  very 
strong  in  the  country,”  Bishop  Mueller 
said,  “and  civil  rights  was  the  hot  issue 
during  my  whole  term.” 

“I  spent  three  years  traveling  and 
speaking  around  the  country  on  behalf  of 
the  NCC,”  he  said.  “It  was  very  difficult 
to  overcome  the  prejudiced  view  of  some 
people  who  think  of  the  NCC  as  another 
church  body  with  the  authority  to  speak 
for  the  church.  In  fact,  the  NCC  never 
had  that  authority.  It  is  a  group  of 
national  church  bodies  which  doesn’t 
pretend  to  speak  for  everybody  but  only 
for  the  majority  voice  of  the  member 
churches.” 

In  fact,  Bishop  Mueller  said,  “the 
biggest  issue”  of  his  administration  was 
the  question  of  what  authority  the  NCC 
had  to  speak  directly  to  or  for  member 
churches. 

“It  came  to  a  head  at  the  general  board 
meeting  in  Madison,  Wis.  in  1964.  Out  of 
that  meeting  came  the  understanding 
that  the  NCC  had  no  right  to  speak 
directly  to  member  churches  but  was  to 
work  throufih  its  constituent  bodies  to 
their  memberships.” 

Bishop  Mueller  who  was  the  first 
president  to  be  elected  from  a  smaller 
denomination  said  many  other  smaller 
groups  appreciated  this  change  in  view 
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because  it  respected  the  Individuality  of 
each  member  church. 

“It  was  my  intent  to  bring  to  con¬ 
sciousness  that  we  were  a  Christian 
movement  and  not  just  another  social 
service  or  political  agency.  I  think  the 
church  is  in  danger  of  not  understanding 
that  yet ;  we  want  to  exercise  muscle  that 
isn’t  ‘spiritual’.” 

Arthur  S.  Flemming,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman,  70,  was  elected  president  of 
the  NCC  in  1966.  The  former  U.S. 
Secretary  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  is  currently  U.S.  Commissioner 
on  Aging.  Because  of  his  pressing 
schedule,  Mr.  Flemming  was  not  avail¬ 
able  for  comment. 

Fences  mended 
between  NAIC, 
mission  division 

By  NOAH  LONG 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  Renewed  under¬ 
standing  and  a  clarification  of  policies 
denoted  the  Sept.  13  meeting  here 
between  executives  of  the  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(BGM)  and  NAIC,  the  National  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  Committee.  The  NAIC  is  an 
unofficial  caucus  of  Native  Americans  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Three  basic  areas  of  agreement  were 
reached  between  the  NAIC  executive 
committee  headed  by  the  Rev.  Thomas- 
Roughface,  and  National  Division  execu¬ 
tives  headed  by  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent, 
New  York. 

Two  areas  dealt  with  staff  positions. 
The  Native  American  Ministries  position 
in  the  National  Division  has  been  vacant 
since  the  firing  of  the  Rev.  Homer  Noley 
last  April. 

The  NAIC  agreed  to  call  off  its  national 
meeting  Sept.  26-27  and  to  take  the 
matter  of  filling  the  position  to  the 
“ethnic  church  consultation”  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  General  Council 
of  Ministries  for  Native  Americans  on  the 
same  days  in  Oklahoma  City.  (The  NAIC 
had  planned  its  national  meeting  to 
coincide  with  the  consultation  because  no 
NAIC  officers  had  been  invited  to 
participate. ) 

Dr.  Nugent  committed  himself  to 
filling  the  position  as  soon  as  possible  and 
agreed  to  let  the  NAIC  act  in  an  advisory 
role  in  filling  the  vacancy. 

In  a  second  area  of  agreement  Dr. 
Nugent  said  he  would  “welcome”  a 
proposal  to  fund  a  Native  American 
person  who  would  organize  jurisdictional 
caucuses  of  Native  Americans  and  act 
under  the  authority  of  the  NAIC. 

Dr.  Nugent  gave  authority  to  the  Rev. 
Joel  Martinez,  executive  secretary  of 
ethnic  and  language  ministries,  to  work 
out  the  financial  details  related  to  the 
personnel  proposal  with  Mr.  Roughface. 
No  dollar  figures  have  been  agreed  on. 

In  a  final  area,  Dr.  Nugent  consented  to 
Mr.  Martinez  and  the  Rev.  Peter  Chen, 
assistant  general  secretary,  maintaining 
communications  between  NAIC  and  the 
National  Division.  This  was  described  as 
a  “first  attempt”  at  ongoing  communica¬ 
tions  since  the  Noley  firing. 
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Women’s  role  debated 

Equal  Rights  Amendment  at  issue  in  Colorado 


S A  Protestant  deacon  <mj| 
the  Fighting  Irish? 

:j:  TOLEDO  —  Marv  Russell,  a  x 

;!•  linebacker  on  Notre  Dame’s 
$  "Fighting  Irish”  football  team,  X 
'  |j:  took  time  out  from  practice  to  be  £ 
£  ordained  a  deacon  of  the  Christian  jj: 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  £ 
•:  ceremonies  at  the  University  of  •: 
:•  Toledo.  The  morning  after  his  :• 
£  ordination,  Russell,  21,  from  Ford  •: 
j*  City.  Pa.,  returned  to  Notre  Dame  :• 
••  to  don  another  uniform  —  helmet, 

•I  jersey  and  football  shoes.  •: 
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Bookstore 
ship  shares 
the  Gospel 

KOBE,  Japan  (RNS)  —  For  the  first 
time  in  her  five-year  ministry,  the  Logos 
ship  of  Educational  Book  Exhibits  came 
into  port  in  Japan  this  summer. 

In  a  unique  approach  to  evangelism  as 
a  floating  bookstore,  the  Logos  carries  a 
250-ton  cargo  of  books  from  leading 
publishers  around  the  world.  Though 
most  of  the  5,000  titles  are  in  English, 
many  are  in  Japanese.  A  large  supply  of 
Bibles  is  included. 

‘‘The  secular  bookstores  here  seldom 
put  Christian  books  on  the  shelves, 
especially  if  they’re  in  Japanese,”  a 
missionary  of  the  area  said.  ‘‘And  with 
few  exceptions  the  Christian  bookstores 
are  often  in  an  inaccessible  location 
because  rent  is  expensive  and  property  is 
hard  to  find.” 

In  Japan  the  men  who  visited  the  book 
ship  were  seen  especially  paging  through 
the  colorful  cook  books  from  around  the 
world.  Women  could  hardly  be  drawn 
away  from  the  children’s  books, 
especially  eager  to  get  their  little  ones 
into  an  early  start  in  the  English 
language.  Yet  in  every  display  they 
inevitably  picked  up  book  after  book  on 
Jesus  and  various  Biblical  themes. 

Though  the  Logos  mission  to  Japan 
was  different  from  her  usual  course, 
response  was  favorable,  according  to 
George  Miley,  the  exhibits  director  who 
is  from  Richmond,  Va. 

A  part  of  Operation  Mobilization,  the 
evangelistic  ship  has  anchored  in  almost 
100  ports  around  the  world,  with  over  a 
million  visitors  coming  on  board.  Staffed 
by  144  Christians  from  21  different 
countries,  the  Logos  has  travelled  mostly 
to  developing  countries,  where  the  staff 
says  evangelism  seems  easier  than  ports 
such  as  Kobe. 

In  an  effort  to  meet  the  Japanese 
where  their  interest-level  is  highest,  the 
Logos  staff  was  sponsoring  language  labs 
for  two  hours  each  evening,  giving 
Japanese  youth  a  chance  to  take  part  in 
conversational  English,  Spanish,  Ger¬ 
man  or  French  with  native  speakers.  In 
conjunction  with  the  book  exhibits  there 
were  pastors’  conferences,  youth 
meetings,  puppet  shows  and  other  at¬ 
tractions. 

The  Logos  is  owned  and  operated  by  a 
non-profit  charity  trust  registered  in 
Great  Britain,  but  the  ship  itself  carries 
Singapore  registration. 

Originally  a  Danish  vessel,  the 
Umanak,  it  was  renamed  Logos  in  1970. 
The  Greek  term  for  word,  Logos  is 
considered  an  appropriate  name  for  a 
ship  full  of  books.  Logos  is  also  a  term 
applied  to  Christ  in  John  1:1. 

The  project  for  a  floating  bookstore 
was  initiated  in  1964  when  a  group  of 
students  and  young  professional  people 
met  in  England  to  consider  how  they 
could  do  their  part  in  spreading  love 
among  the  peoples  of  the  world. 
Gathered  around  a  world  map,  they 
noted  that  most  countries  are  bordered 
by  water,  and  the  idea  of  a  ship  came  to 
mind. 


DENVER  (RNS)  -  Biblical  quotations 
from  fundamentalist  and  liberal  clergy 
and  others  featured  discussion  on  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA)  at 
Colorado's  capitol  here. 

Colorado  ratified  the  ERA  amendment 
in  1972,  but  ERA  opponents  seek  to  have 
the  ratification  rescinded. 

"Sensible  men  don’t  try  to  change  the 
law  of  gravity  —  and  I  should  add  that 
sensible  women  don’t  either,”  Dr.  Glen 
E.  Braswell,  executive  director  of  the 

Religious 
execs  back 
Mrs.Gandhi 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  Two 
prominent  church  leaders  —  one  a  United 
Methodist  —  have  declared  that  reports 
in  the  American  press  that  Prime 
Minister  Indira  Gandhi  has  become  a 
dictator  are  not  based  on  the  facts  of  the 
situation. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews  of  Washington,  a  missionary  to 
India  for  14  years  and  son-in-law  of  the 
late  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  said  that  the 
"uncharitable  judgment”  of  the  situation 
in  India  that  has  been  portrayed  in 
American  media  "seems  to  be  un¬ 
justified  by  the  facts.” 

Bishop  Mathews  said  that  Mrs.  Gan¬ 
dhi’s  declaration  of  a  national 
emergency  was  not  a  "dictatorial  and 
anti-democratic  move,  but  in  accordance 
with  provisions  of  India’s  democratic 
constitution.” 

And  Bishop  I.  P.  Andrews,  head  of  the 
Kolhatf  Diocese  of  the  Church  of  North 
India,  claimed  that  India  was  reaching  a 
crisis  stage  when  the  Prime  Minister 
instituted  some  controls.  He  reported 
that  "Mrs.  Gandhi  says  she  is  willing  to 
step  down  if  it  was  thought  she  was  a 
dictator.” 

According  to  Bishop  Andrews,  Mrs. 
Gandhi  decided  to  assume  some  powers 
in  order  to  restore  an  atmosphere  where 
democracy  could  operate.  He  said  riots, 
stoppage  of  train  service  and  other 
disruptions  in  the  country  had  been 
threatening  democracy  in  India. 

The  Church  of  North  India  leader  said 
that  Mrs.  Gandhi  has  been  trying  to 
wrest  land  from  large  property  owners  to 
distribute  to  landless  persons.  "People 
are  being  liberated  from  perpetual  in¬ 
debtedness,"  he  asserted. 

Bishop  Andrews  described  the  Prime 
Minister's  dispute  with  India’s  Supreme 
Court  over  alleged  campaign  frauds  as 
a  "trivial  issue"  in  the  context  of  that 
country’s  politics. 

At  a  briefing  of  some  40  religious 
leaders  here,  T.  N.  Kaul,  Indian  am¬ 
bassador  to  the  U.S.,  blamed  the 
emergency  situation  on  several  small 
extremist  parties  which,  he  said,  "failed 
to  win  votes  and  tried  to  take  the  battle 
to  the  streets,  and  publicly  incited  the 
armed  forces,  police  and  administration 
workers  to  disobey  government  orders.” 

Magazine  honors 
United  Methodist 
church  schools 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Twelve  out¬ 
standing  United  Methodist  church 
schools,  selected  in  an  extensive  process 
of  nominations  and  data  gathering 
sponsored  by  the  denomination’s  Board 
of  Discipleship,  are  being  featured  in  a 
series  of  articles  in  "The  Church  School” 
magazine,  a  denominational  resource  for 
church  school  administrators. 

An  "excellent"  rating  was  given 
schools  after  consideration  of  such 
factprs  as  leadership  training,  innovative 
and  tailored  programs,  pastoral  activity 
and  support,  use  of  United  Methodist 
curriculum,  and  varied  groupings. 
Hundreds  of  church  schools  were 
nominated  in  three  categories  of  chur¬ 
ches:  multiple  staff,  single  pastor  and 
circuit. 

The  identity  of  each  church  school 
receiving  recognition  of  excellence  is 
being  kept  a  secret  until  each  article 
appears  in  "The  Church  School.” 

Thus  far  the  church  schools  of  Trinity 
UMC,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  and  Maple  Spring 
UMC  in  Benton,  Ky.,  have  been  an¬ 
nounced. 


Lutheran  bicyclists  ‘Pedal  for  People  ’ 

LA  PAZ,  Bolivia  —  Four  young  men  from  the  U.S.  completed  a  8,334-mile  bicycle 
trip  to  La  Paz,  Bolivia,  on  a  "Pedal  for  People"  project. 

They  left  Detroit  on  10-speed  bicycles  on  Oct.  13, 1974,  and  arrived  in  La  Paz  some 
10  months  later  on  Aug.  5.  —  the  last  30  miles  of  the  ride  via  bus  because  of  a  break¬ 
down  of  one  of  the  bicycles.  Among  statistics  recorded  on  the  297 -day  journey  were 
120  flat  tires. 

Undertaking  the  project  in  support  of  the  United  Mission  Appeal  of  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  [ALC]  were,  left  to  right.  John  Cross  of  Columbiana,  Ohio:  Jeff 
Stoopes  of  Eugene,  Ore.;  Jim  Oines  of  Volga.  S.D.,  and  Peter  Crane  of  Ventura, 
Calif.  Through  the  appeal,  pledges  totaling  $36  million  have  been  received  by  ALC. 
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Colorado  Baptist  General  Convention, 
declared. 

"You  can’t  put  men  in  the  maternity 
ward  to  bear  the  children,  or  put  a  man  in 
the  home  to  rear  them,"  the  minister 
said.  "The  Bible  says  a  woman  should  be 
submissive  to  her  husband  in  her  home  — 
there’s  no  way  around  that.  But  if  he  goes 
to  her  and  demands  ‘be  submissive  to 
me.’  then  he's  a  fool.  There’s  no  love  in 
that." 

Stfan  Mokrohisky,  member  of  a  team 
ministry  at  a  Catholic  community  in 
Denver,  disagreed. 

"God  is  not  limited  by  sex,  but  rather 
the  complete  and  perfect  fulfillment  of 
both  men  and  women,"  he  said.  ‘‘Women 
were  unequal  at  the  time  of  Christ,  but 
Christ  was  eager  to  teach  women  and 
accept  them  as  his  apostles.  When  his 
follower,  Mary,  was  reproved  for 
listening  at  his  feet,  Jesus  defended  her, 
and  said  she  chose  the  better  part  while 
her  sister  was  busy  in  the  kitchen.” 

Dr.  Sally  Geis,  coordinator  of  the 
Sociology-Anthropology  Department  at 
Colorado  Women's  College,  in  answer  to 
a  question  said  that  the  family  “is  always 
disintegrating  and  reforming.  It’s  a 
dynamic  thing." 

“This  idea  of  relegating  women  to  no 
status  other  than  biological  reproduction 
is  not  an  idea  with  old  historic  roots  in 
either  my  church  or  my  nation,"  Dr.  Geis 
added.  She  is  a  United  Methodist. 

"Pioneer  women,  like  my  grand¬ 
mothers  and  great-grandmothers,"  she 
continued,  "worked  right  alongside  their 
husbands  in  the  fields.  Children  spent  the 
day  with  their  fathers  as  well  as  their 
mothers.  Only  since  the  Second  World 
War  have  we  developed  this  idea  that 
motherhood  was  for  isolated  women  'in 
nuclear  families." 

But  Frank  Morriss,  a  well-known 
conservative  Roman  Catholic  columnist, 
said  the  ERA  could  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  churches  to  refuse  to  ordain 


women  to  the  clergy. 

"God  created  woman  free,"  he  said. 
"He  also  created  them  special.  The  more 
they  conform  to  that  specialty,  the  more 
they  are  women,  the  more  free  they  are." 

"Why  God  has  never  called  a  woman  to 
the  priesthood,"  Mr.  Morriss  said,  “I 
cannot  explain,  unless  it  is  because  there 
is  a  special  dignity  and  reward  in  being 
the  mother  of  priests." 

Ed  Kahn,  a  University  of  Colorado  law 
professor,  said  passage  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  would  not  interfere  with  such 
practices  by  churches.  Also,  Mr.  Kahn 
noted,  the  amendment  will  not  force 
women  to  take  jobs  or  leave  the  home. 
"The  13th  Amendment  still  bars  in¬ 
voluntary  servitude." 

The  Rev.  Henry  Cheatwood  of  the 
Colorado  Churches  of  the  Nazarene  said 
the  ERA  is  "another  step  away  from  the 
home.  We  should  be  passing  laws  to  hold 
the  home  together." 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Zilly,  a  leader  of  the 
National  Council  of  Catholic  Women, 
declared  that  her  group,  "as  a  national 
body,"  is  opposed  to  the  equal  rights 
amendment. 

She  said  her  group  represents  about  10 
million  Catholic  women  often  through 
their  local  altar  and  rosary  societies. 
Individual  members  are  free  to  differ  on 
the  ERA,  since  the  U.S.  Catholic  bishops 
have  not  spoken  on  the  issue,  she  said. 


Women  irregularly  ordained  to  priesthood 
WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  —  Episcopal  Bishop  George  Barrett,  resigned  Bishop  of 
Rochester.  N.Y.,  officiates  at  irregular  ordinations  in  Washington  of  four  women 
deacons  to  the  priesthood.  Service  was  held  at  the  Church  of  St.  Stephen  and  the 
Incarnation  despite  the  fact  that  Bishop  William  F.  Creighton  of  Washington  had 
announced  that  Bishop  Barrett  did  not  have  his  permission  to  perform  ordinations  in 
the  diocese. 

At  altar  from  left  to  right  are:  the  Rev.  Diane  Tickell,  a  staff  member  of 
Anchorage  [Alaska]  Community  Hospital;  the  Rev.  Betty  Rosenberg,  pastoral 
counselor  at  Georgetown  University:  Bishop  Barrett:  the  Rev.  Alison  Palmer,  a 
State  Department  official,  and  the  Rev.  Lee  McGee,  chaplain  at  American 
University. 
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Small  church  adopts  big  mission 

‘First-hand’ project  reaches  from  Appalachia  to  Africa 


'I  nominate  Fred  for  program  chairman 
because  he's  a  young  man  of  faithful 
Christian  devotion,  and  because 
nobody  else  will  take  the  Job!" 


By  RUTH  D.  FULLER 
United  Methodist  Communications 

WESTFIELD,  Ill.  -  What  do  520 
bushels  of  shelled,  Middle  West  corn  and 
an  aircraft  hangar  in  Zaire  (Africa)  have 
in  common?  The  200-member  United 
Methodist  Church  here. 

Both  the  grain  and  the  hangar 
represent  a  concern  for  others  that  the 
members  of  this  small  church  seem  to 
have  in  large  measure.  <? 

Delivery  of  the  corn  was  made  per¬ 
sonally  to  United  Methodism’s  Hen¬ 
derson  Settlement,  an  Appalachian 
community  in  southeastern  Kentucky. 
Fifteen  members  of  the  church  were 
aboard  the  four  trucks  which  this  year 
transported  a  check  for  $220  and  good 
used  clothing,  as  well  as  the  corn,  to  the 
settlement. 

Westfield’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  James 
Whitkanack,  says  “a  listing  of  projects  or 
programs  never  seems  inspiring.  I  think 
we  need  to  experience  first-hand  a 
mission  situation.”  He  had  visited  the 
Henderson  Settlement  in  the  mid-1960s, 
and  it  was  chosen  as  “a  starting  point. 
The  congregation  wanted  to  become 
involved  in  a  personal  way  in  mission.” 

In  1973  when  the  first  journey  was 


Crusade  Scholarship  Prog 
minority  students  a  boost 


World  Communion  Sunday,  slated  for 
Oct.  5,  will  focus  on  special  ministries  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  One  aspect 
of  the  UMC  outreach  endeavor  is  the 
Crusade  Scholarship  Program,  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  U.M.  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Fifty  percent  of  the  World 
Communion  Offering  receipts  go  to  the 
scholarship  program. 

EVANSTON,  Ill. 

(UMC)  —  The  idea 
behind  the  Crusade 
Scholarship  Pro¬ 
gram,  begun  31 
years  ago,  was 
simple.  Select  qua-  1 

lified  Christian  '  %  fi,.  1  |l 
young  adults  from  Rev.  Baines 
around  the  world,  provide  them  with  the 
best  graduate  and  professional  education 
available  in  their  chosen  fields  and  let 
them  put  their  faith  and  knowledge  to 
work  in  their  various  vocational  en¬ 
deavors. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  G.  Baines  of 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  is  just  one  of  the 
more  than  2,500  men  and  women  from  56 
countries  who  have  been  Crusade 
Scholars  and  are  now  providing  Christian 
witness,  service  and  leadership  in  many 
parts  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Baines,  an  Alaska-born  Tlingit 


Indian,  is  in  his  second  year  as  director  of 
Native  ministries  for  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference,  related  to  the 
National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  He  has  developed  a  plan  for 
the  first  statewide  conference  of  Native 
Alaskan  graduates  of  American  colleges 
and  universities  to  consider  the  problems 
of  native  education. 

The  Crusade  scholar  came  to  his 
present  job  after  educational,  pastoral 
and  social  work  among  Native 
Americans  in  five  states.  Growing  up  in 
the  Alaskan  village  of  Metlakatla,  Mr. 
Baines  himself  experienced  the  problems 
of  isolation  and  fragmentation  in 
education  which  are  of  primary  concern 
to  Alaskan  Natives  today. 

"Because  of  the  isolation  of  their  home 
situation,  he  says,  "students  from 
minority  and  poverty  areas  are  rarely 
prepared  to  go  on  to  higher  education  — 
emotionally,  academically  or  finan¬ 
cially.  Family  life  is  limited  and 
schooling  is  sub-standard.  We  now  have 
1,000  Native  Alaskans  in  Colleges  this 
year,  but  the  highest  number  of  drop-outs 
is  at  this  level." 

Mr.  Baines  believes  that  those  who  best 
understand  the  problems  are  Native 
Alaskans  who  hold  college  and  university 
degrees,  many  of  whom  had  their 


made,  the  seven  men  who  had  gathered 
some  500  bushels  of  shelled  corn  spent  a 
day  getting  acquainted  with  the  set¬ 
tlement.  The  men  from  Westfield  and 
those  at  Henderson  found  it  easy  to  like 
and  to  accept  each  other.  And  so  in  1974 
the  drive  was  repeated,  with  seven  men 
and  two  women  as  emissaries,  and  with  a 
ton  of  good  used  clothing  aboard  the, 
truck.  Half  of  the  clothing,  collected  by 
women  of  the  church,  was  given  to  the 
Redbird  Mission  at  Beverly.  Ky. 

Two  factors  were  responsible  for  the 
addition  of  Redbird  to  the  group’s 
itinerary  —  proximity  and  heritage. 
Redbird  was  close  to  Henderson,  and 
adding  it  meant  keeping  alive  a  heritage 
with  the  past.  The  Westfield  church  is  a 
merger  of  former  Methodist  and 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  congrega¬ 
tions.  Henderson’s  origin  is  Methodist; 
Redbird’s.  EUB. 

The  Westfield  congregation  hopes  that 
a  group  of  their  Appalachian  friends  can 
visit  them  at  a  future  date  —  their  farms, 
and  the  church.  A  journey  in  reverse 
would  further  deepen  the  ties  between 
the  two  communities. 

The  plane  hangar?  It  doesn’t  rhyme 
with  corn  but  it  is  typical  of  Westfield  — 
to  hear  about  a  need  and  want  to  meet  it. 

ram  offers 
in  education 

training  in  education.  "I  see  this 
statewide  conference,"  he  said,  "as  the 
chance  for  knowledgeable  Native 
Alaskans  to  deal  with  the  needs  of  con¬ 
temporary  Native  education  to  find  new 
direction  for  more  effective  systems." 

Mr.  Baines  is  one  of  only  five  Native 
Americans  ordained  as  United  Methodist 
ministers  —  all  Crusade  Scholars.  He  is 
quick  to  say  that  without  a  scholarship  to 
the  Pacific  School  of  Religion,  there  was 
no  way  he  could  have  become  a  minister. 

The  Crusade  Scholarship  Program  ot 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  was  begun 
after  World  War  II  to  provide  scholar¬ 
ships  for  students  from  emerging  nations 
in  Methodist  institutions.  It  was  changed 
in  1955  to  channel  30  percent  of  the  funds 
to  U.S.  ethnic  minorities.  In  1976,  the 
funds  will  be  split  50-50  by  the  World 
Division  and  National  Division  for 
students  both  in  the  United  States  and 
abroad. 


On  learning  about  the  necessity  for  this 
facility,  Westfield  elected  to  raise  $500 
for  its  construction.  As  with  the  transport 
of  com,  laymen  and  women  are 
spearheading  the  project. 

Bushels  of  grain  and  aircraft  hangars 
may  not  seem  as  dramatic  as  some 
church  projects.  But,  as  Pastor 
Whitkanack  puts  it,  "we’re  having  a  very 
good  time  doing  some  things  that  are 
needed  and  worthwhile.” 

CROP  pledge 
totals  for  ’75 


surpass  goals 

P 


ELKHART,  Ind. 

—  Eight  thousand 
metric  tons  of 
wheat  pledged  by 
CROP,  the  Com¬ 
munity  Hunger  Ap¬ 
peal  of  Church  World  Service  (CWS) ,  will 
be  sent  to  India  and  Bangladesh  during 
the  last  six  months  of  1975.  In  addition, 
CROP  has  promised  756  metric  tons  of 


shelled  corn  for  India,  Indonesia  and 
Niger  this  year,  according  to  a  news 
release  by  the  national  CROP  office, 
headquartered  here. 

These  totals,  the  largest  amount  of 
commodities  ever  pledged  by  CWS/  - 
CROP,  will  be  used  as  wages  for  food-for- 
work  projects  such  as  the  construction  of 
earthen  dams  and  irrigation  systems  and 
better  roads. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  E.  Stenning,  National 
Director  of  CROP,  recently  returned 
from  Asia  where  he  saw  first-hand  the 
utilization  of  CROP/  CWS  wheat  in  food- 
for-work  projects.  “The  cooperation 
among  agencies  is  fantastic  ...  it  was 
really  heartening  to  see  food  from 
CWS/  CROP,  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  Lutheran 
World  Relief  (LWR)  and  many  other 
agencies  being  used  on  these  projects,” 
he  said."  "This  outpouring  of  concern 
coming  together  at  a  food-for-work 
project  is  really  what  development  is  all 
about!” 

Already  this  year  CROP  has  sent  5,000 
pounds  of  non-fat  dry  milk,  415,000 
pounds  of  split  beans  and  1,500  metric 
tons  of  wheat  to  Bangladesh,  India, 
Indonesia  and  Niger. 


Theologian  Cox:  Buddhism  has 
drawn  him  closer  to  Christianity 


‘Messiah’  film  portrays  life  of 
Christ  through  Biblical  account 


MONASTIR,  Tunisia  (RNS)  —  A  new 
film  effort  to  “make  Jesus  under¬ 
standable  to  the  people  of  today”  is  more 
than  half  completed  —  with  final  scenes 
to  be  shot  in  Rome  —  and  the  priest- 
producer’s  problem  now  is  to  make  it 
possible  for  the  greatest  number  of 
people  to  see  the  picture. 

For  Father  Patrick  Peyton,  C.S.C.,  the 
famed  Rosary  Crusade  priest  who  sees 
the  film  as  a  crowning  effort  of  33  years 
of  traveling  and  preaching,  the  hope  is 
that  “those  who  see  the  film  will  realize 
that  Christ  has  meaning  for  them  and 
that  He  cannot  just  be  ignored.” 

In  the  blistering  heat  of  the  Tunisian 
desert,  Father  Peyton,  66,  was  joined  by 
69-year-old  Robert  Rossellini,  one  of  the 
top  movie  directors  of  the  times,  for  the 
shooting  of  several  scenes  of  "The 
Messiah,"  an  epochal  film  on  the  life  of 
Christ. 

"I  look  back  on  the  long  struggles  to 
have  top-quality  presentations  of  the 
message  of  Christ.  They  were  tough,” 
said  the  Holy  Cross  priest.  "But  why 
should  those  who  ignore  Him,  or  who  are 
indifferent  to  Him,  enjoy  the  advantage 


of  the  best  actors,  the  best  directors,  the 
best  of  everything?  Don't  our  Lord  and 
our  Lady  deserve  the  best?" 

In  filming  "The  Messiah,”  the  priest 
believes  he  has  the  "best"  of  directors, 
and  Mr.  Rossellini,  acknowledging  there 
are  no  movie  "stars”  in  the  film,  said 
"stars  get  between  the  audience  and  the 
story  of  Jesus.  We  have  good  actors,  but 
unknown  actors." 

"The  Messiah"  is  based  strictly  on 
scripture,  said  the  director.  "We  are  not 
dramatizing  the  life  of  Christ.  We  are 
letting  the  prophets  and  the  gospels 
supply  the  script.  What  Jesus  says  in  the 
film  is  what  He  said  in  the  gospels." 

Poem  of  the  Week 

God’s  world 
Bv  JAYE  GIAMMARINO 
The  more 

we  search  the  stars 
and  see  the  works  of  God, 
the  more  we  realize  his  hand 
sublime. 


DENVER  (RNS)  —  Theologian 
Harvey  Cox  says  that  Tibetan  Buddhism 
is  helping  make  him  a  "better 
Christian." 

The  Harvard  University  professor 
disagrees  with  those  who  think  he  is 
"slipping  from  the  fold. "  He  believes  he 
is  getting  closer  to  Christianity  by  daily 
Buddhist  meditation  and  is  convinced 
other  people  can  too. 

Dr.  Cox  was  interviewed  here  while  in 
Colorado  to  teach  a  short  course  at 
Boulder’s  Naropa  Institute.  Founded  by 
a  Tibetan  Buddhist  scholar,  Naropa  is  a 
private  college  presenting  both  Eastern 
and  Western  thought. 

The  author  of  "The  Secular  City” 
explained  that  he  had  previously  prac¬ 
ticed  Zen  Buddhism.  He  finds  the  Tibetan 
variety  better. 

Dr.  Cox  said  meditation  heightens  his 
feelings  of  reverence,  reduces  anxiety 
and  increases  creativity.  "Whatever  else 
it  does,  meditation  brings  you  back  into 
sheer,  blunt  reality,"  he  stated. 

Dr.  Cox  sees  Buddhism  as  more  of  a 
threat  to  psychology  than  to  Christianity. 

“It’s  a  very  old,  complicated 
psychological  system  viewed  by  the  West 
as  a  religion."  he  said.  “But  there’s  no 
emphasis  on  God.  You  can  be  a  devout, 
practicing  Buddhist  without  believing  in 
God  at  all." 

Dr.  Cox  said  he  has  studied  the  "neo- 
Oriental"  movements  for  two  years  and 
will  devote  his  next  book  to  them.  He  said 


some  of  those  movements  border  on 
charlatanry  and  the  rest  hold  the 
possibilities  of  great  boon  and  great 
danger  to  the  U.S. 

The  boon,  according  to  the  theologian, 
is  the  spread  of  meditation,  which  he 
predicts  will  increase  "more  or  less 
divorced  from  the  elaborate  teaching  of 
Buddhism." 

He  hopes  priests  and  ministers  will 
teach  meditation  to  parishioners  for  the 
sake  of  mental  health  and  for  what  he 
calls  the  “ricochet  effect."  The  latter,  he 
explained  is  when  persons  who  have 
strayed  from  Christian  or  Jewish  up¬ 
bringing  begin  meditating  and 
rediscover  their  roots. 

The  danger  in  Oriental  movements,  he 
said,  “is  that  "for  yet  another  time 
Americans  will  think  the  Answer  lies 
somewhere  else. 

“Somewhere  else  over  the  rainbow  is 
Shangri-La.  The  search  for  the  New 
World  was  part  of  it.  The  search  for 
Eldorado  was  not  just  for  God  but  also  for 
the  fountain  of  youth  .  .  . 

“The  other  danger  is  "there’s  a  kind  of 
perverse  trap  in  getting  so  involved  in 
working  on  yourself’  .  .  .  becoming 
more  and  more  introspective. 

"In  Christianity,  the  whole  insistence 
on  finding  God  means  dealing  with  the 
poor,  the  hungry.  It's  a  good  tradition  to 
keep  and  I  haven't  found  it  in  Bud¬ 
dhism.” 
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MEMORIALS 

May  1975 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Sallie  Pope,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mr  a.  W.  A.  J.  Lewie 
In  Memory  of  Judge  C.  A.  Barnett,  given  by  Mra.  and  Mra.  W.  A.  J.  Lewie 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Kite  bene,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mra.  W.  A.  J.  Lewie 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Stanley  Stegall,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mn.  W.  A.  J.  Lewie 
In  Memory  of  Clyde  Flultt.  given  by  Mr.  Nolan  M.  Klngrey 
In  Memory  of  Mra.  Lula  Lambertb.  given  by  Mr.  and  Mra.  D.  M.  Hueaton 
In  Memory  of  J.  H.  (Sam)  Kennedy,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mra.  Ralph  Mitchell 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  Alton  A.  McKnlght.  given  by  Mra.  W.  W.  Grlmee 
In  Memory  of  Prank  Parker,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mra.  Harvey  Brown 
In  Memory  of  David  Wallace,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mra.  Earl  Snider 
In  Memory  of  Carl  Vaughn,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mra.  Earl  Snider 
In  Memory  of  Mra.  Lei  and  Mims,  given  by  Mra.  M.  D.  Wren.  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Sallie  Pops,  given  by  Mra.  M.  D.  Wren,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Lei  and  Mims,  given  by  Mr.  Clinton  Harper.  Cathleen  Velasco,  Cathleen  Berry,  Camle 
Jacob.  Charlie  Mae  Markerson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  G.  Pope,  given  by  Mrs.  Oma  B.  DuPont 

In  Mem  cry  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Taylor,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Alford  and  Mias  Mary  Morton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Leland  Mims,  given  by  Mra.  J.  A.  Alford  and  Miss  Mary  Morton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Johnny  Ross  Bishop,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marlon  Hartman 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Homer  Woodard,  given  by  Mr.  It  Mrs.  Mike  Kennon 

In  Memcry  of  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  given  by  Rev.  It  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Shaw  A  Mary 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ann  Lofton,  given  by  The  Allen  Camerons 

In  Memory  of  Joe  H.  Roberts,  given  by  Keith  It  Helen  Yeager 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Kleber  S.  Thompson,  given  by  John  Miller  It  Johnny  Muckleroy 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  W.  McDonald,  Jr.  k  Family. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Bill  Worrell,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mra.  Otis  Edwards 
In  Memory  of  MaJ<r  L.  F.  Shoemaker,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  C.  Miller,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Thelma  Frye,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mra.  G.  K.  Kitchens.  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Qua  Id.  given  by  the  L.  G.  Sissons 
In  Memory  of  Joe  Roberts,  given  by  First  UMC.,  Chatham. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Martha  Jones,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Louis  Reamea 
In  Memory  of  Joe  Robots,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Alton  Ewing 
In  Memory  of  Byron  Pugh,  given  by  Angle  Crow  k  Mr.  k  Mrs.  R.  W.  Coyle 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  G.  L.  Frye,  given  by  Doris  Holland  &  Mrs.  Jewelle  Pugh 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  G.  L.  Frye,  given  by  Angle  Crow  k  Mr.  k  Mra.  R.  W.  Cgyle 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Julius  Williams,  given  by  Mr.  El  too  Upshaw,  Sr.,  and  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Elton  Upshaw.  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Thelma  R.  Frye,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Harry  Andress 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  G.  L.  Frye,  given  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Roby 

In  Memory  of  John  R.  Wood,  given  by  Mra.  John  R.  Wood 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joe  Roberts,  given  by  Herman  k  Avlce  Wilder 

In  Memory  of  John  Ross  Bishop,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  LaVelle  Perryman 

In  Memory  of  Keith  Kennedy,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  K.  L.  More  lock  k  Mrs.  F.  M.  Graves 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  M.  Deloney.  given  by  Mrs.  L.  C.  Ingram 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Eron  F.  Herrington,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Frank  Brinkman 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lula  Lambert,  given  by  Mrs.  Evelyn  Middleton 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Odessa  Cook,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  E.  Brock 

In  Memory  of  Ira  Jack  Pennington,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  B.  Lennard 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Thelma  Frye,  given  by  Mra.  Lee  McIntyre 

in  Memory  of  M.  J.  S.  Williams,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  R.  G.  Taylor 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Martha  Jones,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  S.  E.  Snider 

In  Memcry  of  Wallace  Joseph  Dugas,  given  by  1st,  2nd,  3rd  k  4th  Class.  Grand  River  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  given  by  Mr.  k  Mrs.  H.  Y.  Galloway 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Stanley  Stegall,  given  by  Dr.  k  Mrs.  J.  J.  Hinton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Jim  Kitchens,  given  by  Dr.  k  Mrs.  J.  J.  Hinton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  J.  Hinton 

In  Memory  of  Carolyn  Taylor,  given  by  Byrd  A  Jamlce  Terry 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Sikes,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Joe  L.  Herring 

In  Memory  of  Col.  Wayne  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  E.  A.  Wunsch 

In  Memory  of  George  Rogers,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leon  Kettler 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Theron  Harmon,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  K.  Pelton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Milton  Barnell.  given  by  the  Dunns.  Col  11ns ton.  La. 

In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  Flies,  given  by  Mrs.  Alton  Norsworthy  A  Mrs.  J.  G.  Pyroo 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Leo  G.  Raub.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  T.  Porter 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hester,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  S.  Relly 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Ragan  Green,  given  by  Mrs.  R.  W.  McCasland 

In  Memory  of  Col  Louis  Martin,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  W.  Hammett 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ralph  Barnette,  given  by  Elsie  Pullen  Sunday  School  Class.  Vivian 

In  Memory  of  Wm.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Mrs.  B.  S.  Hamner 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  R.  Watts.  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  G.  Russell,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Odessa  Williams  Cook,  given  by  J.  D.  Smith 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Ragan  Green,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Glasgow 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lennie  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  J.  Puckett 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Estelle  Scott,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  Windsor.  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  E.  Gardenler.  given  by  Krotz  Springs  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  E.  Gardenler.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  M.  M.  Senette 
In  Memory  of  John  Richardson,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hamilton  D.  Blckham 
In  Memory  of  Michael  Glassed,  given  by  Dr.  A  Mrs.  Ragan  Green.  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  Blckley 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Nancy  Jones,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  Campbell 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  E.  Hurt,  given  by  Mrs.  Anne  DeLee 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ethel  Snyder,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  R.  Begley 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Percy  Daniel,  given  by  Mrs.  Mabel  Gibbs  A  Mra.  W.  C.  Williams 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Natade  B.  Applegate,  given  by  Mrs.  Bryan  B.  Deane 

In  Memory  of  Kennle  Bowman.  Jr.,  given  by  Gary  and  Kathy  Sherrard 

In  Memory  of  Jackie  Pyles,  given  by  Mrs.  Edith  Staggs 

In  Memory  at  Mr.  Truman  James,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edwin  Prels 

In  Memory  of  W.  B.  Christian,  given  by  Miss  Opal  Moore. 

In  Memory  of  W.  C.  Williams,  given  by  Marion  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Duke  H.  Hayes,  given  by  Mrs.  E.  P.  Ferguson 

In  Memory  of  George  Galllher.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Coeean 

In  Memory  of  Thomas  O.  Rcrle.  given  by  Peggy  Bolton 

In  Memory  of  Joe  Enid  Carruth.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  J.  Camith 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  J.  A.  O’Neal.  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Lucius  D.  McGehee 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Myrtle  Mangum.  given  by  P.  B.  Mangum. 

In  Memory  of  Mother  A  Father  A  Grandparents,  given  by  Mrs.  Pauline  Butler 

In  Memory  of  Cassle  Wiggins,  given  by  Richard  A  Carolyn  Sirmon 

In  Memory  of  James  Noel  Hembree,  given  by  Jack  A  Julia  Smith 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  James  Hebert,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  H.  L.  Delaney 

In  Memory  of  Camilla  LeBlanc  Vallet  Hebert,  given  by  Mrs.  James  M.  Benoit 

In  Memory  of  Danny  Odom,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Leggett 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Candice  Collier,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  G.  Edwards 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  Dan  Flies,  given  by  Mra.  Ruth  K.  Wroten 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  W.  A.  Mangum.  given  by  David  Harrell 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ralph  Keck.  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  D.  Smart 

In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  FUes.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Warren  Starment 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  McHale.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glenn  W.  Alexander 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Taylor  Wad.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Glenn  W.  Alexander 

In  Memory  at  Nora  Knight,  given  by  the  Friendship  Circle,  McGuire  UMC.  West  Monroe 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Byron  Pugh,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  J.  G.  Russell,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Dr.  James  D.  Green 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  BUI  Tobias,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  T.  James  A  Mrs.  Truman  James 

In  Memory  of  Jackie  M.  Pyles,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oyde  Anderson  A  Margie 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ralph  Barnett,  given  by  Mrs.  Lulu  Humphries  A  Mr.  A  Mra.  Charles  Wlnalett 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Tommie  L.  Sowed  777Juangenfeld  len  by  Gladys  Young 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Blanche  Collins,  given  by  Gladys  Young 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Frank  Bryson,  given  by  Dr.  A  Mrs.  E.  J.  Ewald 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Fred  Capps,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leslie  L.  Crows  on 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Ragan  Green,  given  by  L.  D.  Napper 

In  Memory  of  W.  H.  Snider,  Sr.,  given  by  K.  G.  Smith 

In  Memory  of  Reggie  Willis,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Talmadge  Evans  A  Randy 
In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  FUes.  given  by  Mrs.  A.  P.  Weems 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lovle  McGregor,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  D.  Robinson.  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Ralph  Barnett,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bozeman 
In  Memory  of  Rev  Howard  Pfost.  given  by  Rev.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Cain 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  L.  W.  Cain,  given  by  Rev.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Cain 
In  Memory  of  Roy  Windsor.  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  S.  Rolfe.  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  Windsor.  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  FUes,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  Windsor,  Sr. 


Fourth  Of  July 

We  celebrated  the 
4th  of  July  at  home 
this  year  with  plen¬ 
ty  of  barbequed 
chicken,  a  pie  bak¬ 
ing  contest,  an  eat¬ 
ing  relay,  a  water- 
balloon  toss,  and  a 
game  called  musi¬ 
cal  tubs.  Special 
guests  for  the  199th 
anniversary  of  our 
independence  were 
Rev.  &  Mrs.’ Walter 
Suffield  of  Abbing- 
ton,  England,  and 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Ed 
Thomas.  After  the 
chickens  and  pies 
were  devoured  the 
MCH  Kids  beat  the 

MCH  Staff  in  a  seven  inning  softball  game.  That  competition  was  topped  off  with  a 
watermelon  seed  spitting  contest.  Then  a  dip  in  the  pool  cooled  everyone  off  after  a 
hot  but  fun  day. 


In  Memory  of  Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker,  given  by  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Walker 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Bethel,  given  by  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Walker 

In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  FUes.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerome  C.  Holland  A  Family 

In  Memory  of  Rusty  Romero,  given  by  Mrs.  Willie  S.  Romero 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  B.  Hardeman,  given  by  James  A  Bernice  Burford 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Claude  Hooks,  given  by  the  Carl  Cutrer  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Boone,  given  by  Angela  N.  WUUams 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Joan  Stokes,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mn.  T.  R.  Bartlett 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Ragan  Green,  given  by  Mrs.  Malda  WUlis 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Alfred  P.  Gulrard.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Woodrow  Thayer 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Byron  Pugh,  given  by  Margaret  Clinton  A  Rozelle  Fomby 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  B.  Hardeman,  given  by  Perry  A  Claydlne  Mldyett 

In  Memory  of  L.  A.  "Frenchle"  Manuel,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Brinkman 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  A.  A.  McKnlght.  given  by  the  Newellton  Union  Church 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Alex  Booker,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  G.  Roddy 

August  1975 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Pankey  Thomas,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  F.  Smith 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dan  FUes.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Johnston 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Gerald  SummervUle.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Johnston 
In  Memcry  of  Mr.  Gerald  Naff,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Johnston 
In  Memory  of  Minnie  Banka  Hardeman,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  G.  Mlddlebrooks 
In  Memory  of  Frank  Bridges,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  0.  V.  White  and  Kay  White 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Hardeman,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Earl  W.  Liles 
In  Memory  of  Charlotte  Hergaz  Tompkins,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  D.  Proctor 

In  Memory  of  Charlotte  Hergoz  Tompkins,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  W.  Myers 

In  Memory  of  Charlotte  Hergoz  Tompkins,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bonner 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ben  Laws,  given  by  Mrs.  John  A.  Lindsey,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  V.  H.  "Vic"  Feake.  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Charlene  Feske,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Bryan  Sparks,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  D.  Copenhaver 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Doss  H.  Berry,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Peggy  Berry,  Patlce  and  Buddy 

In  Memory  of  Jamie  Lynn  Manes,  given  by  Dr.  A  Mra.  Robert  M.  Hanson 

In  Memory  of  J.  Taylor  Wad.  given  by  Mrs.  Leona  Padden 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Files,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Roy  Windsor 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  John  E.  SUles,  given  by  Mrs.  R.  L.  CasUes 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Don  Ater.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Billy  Glddens 

In  Memcry  of  Mrs.  Tobe  Fowler,  given  by  Mrs.  Eula  Ezed  and  Mrs.  Ella  Keefer 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Tobe  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Robert  Holland.  Jr. 

In  Memcry  of  Mr.  George  FUes.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mis.  Earl  Hogan 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Esther  Badard.  given  by  Rev.  A  Mra.  Thomas  H.  Rowe,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Clyde  Walker,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Cockerham 

In  Memory  of  Clyde  Walker,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  S.  E.  Snider 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  W.  F.  HoweU,  given  by  Bertha  Hebert  and  Virginia  Lorraln 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  W.  F.  Howell,  given  by  Hayes  and  Bed  City  United  Methodist  Churches 

In  Memory  of  George  H.  Armstrong,  given  by  Adce  B.  Walter 

In  Memory  of  Raymond  L.  Baird,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Otis  Edwards 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  WUllams,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  M.  Armstrong,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Galllher.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  R.  M.  Steere 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Williams,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  M.  Steere 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  FUes,  given  by  Mra.  A.  H.  Valentine 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  WUUams.  given  by  Scotty  A  Betty  Lou  Robertson 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Hugh  Jackson,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Johns 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gertie  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cardozier 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Holt  Barnes,  given  by  Bettye  Gaines 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Aden,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Price 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Julia  Davis,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Price 

In  Memory  of  Stein  Baughman,  given  by  Mary  Lee  PhUUps 

In  Memory  of  Ira  C.  Dlmmlck.  Sr.,  given  by  Peat.  Marwlch.  Mitchell  A  Co. 

In  Memory  of  Clyde  Walker,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  B.  Milam 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Stiles,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Claude  Langley.  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doyle  Lusby  and  Mr.  A  Mrs. 

Hugh  Lusby 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Files,  given  by  Mra.  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  D.  H.  PhUUps.  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  C.  Windsor.  Sr. 

In  Memory  at  John  Arthur  Walden,  given  by  Gretchen  Yaunt 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Amy.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Davis 

In  Memory  of  Mary  Cooper  Page,  given  by  Carmen  A  Glenn  Fait 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clontze  Sherman,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Garland  Jones,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Joe  WUUams.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  A  Mra.  Harry  StaU.  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Harry  StaU,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Burton  Hinton,  given  by  Mrs.  Elsie  K.  Kendall 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Garland  C.  Jones,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  R.  Jacobs 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  WUUams,  given  by  John  A  Elaine  La  Rue 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Ezra  Burrlll.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  B1U  Newman 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sadie  Buatt,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Caster  Causey 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  W.  F.  HoweU.  given  by  Robbie  Crane  and  Hildred  Hogg 

In  Memory  of  Dennis  W.  Brobst.  given  by  Mrs,  D.  E.  Allred 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Durwood  Griffin,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  Rudloph  McIntyre 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  W.  FUes.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  WUUam  A.  Shaw 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  W.  Files,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  C.  E.  Shepard 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Eddie  Spray  berry,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  E.  Hearne 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  C.  Kenneth  Roberts,  given  by  Miss  Angela  N.  WlUlams 

In  Memory  of  Raymond  L.  Baird,  given  by  Betty  and  Sonny 

In  Memory  of  R.  Ira  C.  Dlmmlck.  Sr.,  given  by  Dr.  George  Arnold 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Stiles,  given  by  Employees  of  Bryan  Sausage  Co. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Galllher.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Claud  Walker 
In  Memory  of  J.  L.  Baird,  given  by  Eden  D.  Bun¬ 
in  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Galllher.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Bruce  Richardson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  George  L.  Buckner,  given  by  F.  P.  Standley 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Raymond  Baird,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  W.  D.  Cavett 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Raymond  Baird,  given  by  Mrs.  WUUam  O.  Lyiton 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Edwin  Slater,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Floyd  B.  James 
In  Memory  of  Raymond  L.  Baird,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Dominick,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  John  T.  Bundrlck.  given  by  Mrs.  W.  C.  Youngblood 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  A.  D.  George,  given  by  Mrs.  Irene  McKinney  and  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  McKinney. 

In  Memory  of  Birdie  Mae  Watters,  given  by  B.  Murphy  Watters 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  R.  Gadlher.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Grace 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  R.  Gadlher.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  J.  Lancaster 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  R.  Gadlher.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Miller 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clyde  Wlaker,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Ray  M.  Cooley 


SPONSORS 


Clothing  Sponsors 

Crusaders  for  Christ  Sunday  School  Class.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  WLnnfleld.  LA. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  H.  Farr.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Wlnnfield.  LA 

Christian  Encounter  Group,  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church.  Baton  Rouge.  LA 
Raymond  United  Methodist  Youth.  Raymond  United 
Methodist  Church.  Raymond.  LA 
Mrs.  Fred  C.  Smith.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Amite.  LA 

SO-SO  Class.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Alexandria.  LA 

Four  Square  Bible  Class.  Non-Denoml  national 
Sunday  School  Clast,  Meeting  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Shreveport.  LA 
Christian  Fedowshlp  Class.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Bastrop,  LA 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Hood.  Sr.,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Amite.  LA 

United  Methodist  Women.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Amite.  LA 

Dorcas  Class.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Iberia.  LA 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  S.  McCleskey,  Baton  Rouge.  LA. 
United  Methodist  Women,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Wlnnsboro,  LA 

Men's  Bible  Class.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Baton  Rouge.  LA 

Collins  Class.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Monroe.  LA 

Co-Wed  Class.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Shreveport.  LA 

United  Methodist  Men’s  Club.  St.  Stephen's  United 
Methodist  Church.  Bossier  City.  LA 
Madden  Sunday  School  Class.  First  United  Methodist 


Church.  Arcadia,  LA 

Worker's  Bible  Class,  Mangum  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  LA. 

Fellowship  Class.  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church.  Baton  Rouge.  LA. 

Mr.  A  Mra.  William  Oglesby,  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church.  Baton  Rouge.  LA 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  L.  Dickens.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Lake  Charles.  LA 

Sunshine  Bible  Class.  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe.  LA 

Open  Door  Class.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
West  Monroe.  LA 

Methodist  Orphanage  Circle.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Wlnnfield.  LA 

Christian  Homebuilders.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Bastrop,  LA 

Couples  Class,  Projects  Chairman,  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church.  Shreveport.  LA 

Christiana  ire  Class.  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
UMC.  Bogalusa,  LA 

Gleaners  Class,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Haynes vllle.  LA 

Friendship  United  Methodist  Church,  Oreenwell 
Springs.  LA 

Glesners  Class,  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Shreveport,  LA 

Edna  Cooper  Class.  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
UMC.  Bogalusa.  LA 

Fellowship  Class.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Haynesvllle,  LA 

Miss  Mildred  Evans,  Gentllly  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans.  LA 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  K.  Morelock,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Haynesvllle.  LA 

Dalsey  Hendricks  Sunday  School  Class,  Summer 


Grove  United  Methodist  Church.  Shreveport.  LA 
United  Methodist  Women.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Heflin.  LA 

Women’s  Bible  Class.  University  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  La. 

Friendship  Class.  Summer  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church  Shreveport.  La. 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Roddy,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Clinton.  LA 

Georgia  Butler  Sunday  School  Class.  David  Haas 
Memorial  UMC.  Bunkle.  LA 
United  Methodist  Youth.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles.  LA 
Miss  Gladys  A  Ella  B.  Young.  Slaughter.  LA 
Thornton-Mlller  Sunday  School  Class.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Mansfield.  LA 
Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
Sulphur.  LA 

Fidelia  Bible  Class.  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport.  LA 

Mr.  A  Mra.  John  R.  Windsor.  Oak  Ridge  United 
Methodist  Church.  Oak  Ridge.  LA 
Pathfinder  Sunday  School  Class.  Blanchard  United 
Methodist  Church.  Blanchard.  LA 
Joyous  Fellowship  Circle.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Baton  Rouge.  LA 
Catherine  Johnson  Circle.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Amite.  LA 
Ruston  Civic  Guild.  Ruston,  LA 
Amity  League.  Ruston,  LA 
Lion's  Club,  Ruston,  LA 
Semper  Fldells  Study  Club.  Monroe,  LA. 

Eva  Smith  Sunday  School  Class.  Benton  United 
Methodist  Church.  Benton,  LA 
Mattie  El  land  Sunday  School  Class,  David  Haas 
Memorial  UMC.  Bunkle,  LA 


Mr.  A  Mra.  J.  W.  White,  Jr..  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church.  Baton  Rouge.  LA 
Everman's  Bible  Class,  Mangum  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  LA 
Nancy  Oliphant  Sunday  School  Class.  St.  Paul's 
United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  LA 
Lottie  B.  Mitchell  Sunday  School  Class.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Pontchatoula,  LA 
Young  Adult  Class,  Sevier  Memorial  UMC. 
Ferriday.  LA 

Seeker's  Class,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church.  Baton  Rouge.  LA 
Union  United  Methodist  Church.  Rayvllle.  LA 
Clement  Moss  Men's  Bible  Class.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles.  La. 

Friendship  Class,  Southslde  United  Methodist 
Church.  Monroe.  LA 

Food  Sponsors 

Francis  Lanier  Class,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria,  LA 

Friendship  Class,  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church. 
New  Orleans.  LA 

Young  Adult  Class,  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Delhi.  LA 

Mr.  Chip  Henry.  Lafayette,  LA 
Jewel  Peak  Circle,  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Denham  Springs,  LA 

Joy  Class.  Mangum  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  LA 

Farmer's  Bible  Class.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mansfield,  LA 

Gleaner's  Class,  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Shreveport.  La. 

LUly-Woodland  Circle.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Baton  Rouge.  LA 


From  the  Superintendent: 


Harvest  1975 

The  Children’s  Home  is  a  private,  voluntary  child  care  agency  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  is  our  purpose  to  bring  together  the  resources  of  the 
church  and  the  community,  the  healing  power  of  God,  and  the  skills  of  specialists  in 
the  arts  and  sciences  in  an  innovative  ministry  to  troubled  children  and  families. 

We  are  working  to  serve  your  concern  for  children  and  young  people  toward  the 
day  when  every  child  can  live  and  grow  in  an  adequate,  permanent  home, 
preferably  with  his  or  her  own  family. 

Some  children  are  not  able  to  live  in  their  own  homes  because  of  family  problems, 
while  others  are  not  able  to  live  in  their  own  homes  because  of  their  own  personal 
problems.  For  children  such  as  these,  the  Children’s  Home  is  seeking  to  provide  a 
home  with  love  and  care. 

We  are  grateful  for  those  of  you  who  in  the  past  have  responded  to  the  Easter  and 
Harvest  Offerings.  There  are  many  calls  made  on  the  people  of  the  Conference  from 
many  agencies  and  institutions  of  Methodism  in  Louisiana.  I  would  like  to  stress  that 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  has  continued  to  build  and  grow  with  no 
extra  calls  on  the  Conference.  The  gifts  of  the  people  at  Easter  and  Harvest  Day  and 
the  free-will  giving  during  the  year  toward  memorials,  sponsorships,  etc.  is  our 
major  source  of  funding. 

As  in  the  beginning,  the  Home  continues  to  be  dependent  upon  good  charitable 
people  everywhere,  to  match  their  gifts  with  the  love,  labor,  and  patience  of  willing 
staff  workers.  If  the  Home  is  to  continue  to  grow  and  care  for  the  increasing  number 
of  children  referred  to  it  more  funds  must  be  provided.  The  only  forseeable  help  will 
be  from  individuals  interested  in  the  care  of  needy,  dependent,  neglected  and 
rejected  children.  There  are  many  ways  to  do  this  and  it  is  hoped  that  many  will  use 
some  plan  to  help  some  boy  or  girl,  or  many  children. 

The  Home  will  do  all  that  it  can  for  as  many  as  it  can  with  the  funds  provided  by  its 
sustaining  denomination  and  friends.  The  Home  accepts  no  state  aid  and  does  not 
plan  to.  It  is  the  feeling  of  the  Board  and  Administration  that,  as  a  Methodist  agency, 
the  Home  should  be  financed  by  Methodists  and  other  friends  who  willingly  offer 
their  support. 


In  Memory  of  George  Galllher,  given  by  Billy  A  Evelyn  James 

In  Memory  of  Kenneth  Johnson,  given  by  First  UMC.  Chatham.  LA 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  A1  Richardson,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hamilton  D.  Blckham 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ezra  Burrlll,  given  by  J.  E.  Channell 

In  Memory  of  Fletcher  Sutton,  given  by  the  Lincoln  Agency.  Inc.,  Ruston.  LA 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Stephens,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  DeWltt  Henry  A  Miss  Virginia  Scheen 

In  Memory  of  William  T.  Burton,  given  by  Ruth  and  Ray  Baggett 

In  Memory  of  Henry  G.  Butcher,  given  by  Mra.  Estelle  Hemel  and  Mra.  Ula  Hotte 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jessie  Artlque,  given  by  Mrs.  Henry  Artique 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Buford  Bridges,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  W.  Roy,  Mr.  A  Mra.  Melton  Powell,  Mr.  A  Mra.  M.  D. 

Dodd.  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eddie  Kirkland,  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lee  H.  McKnlght,  Mrs.  Eva  Parker  and  Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  M.  Moore 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Gary  Mills,  given  by  Judith  and  W.  D.  Ballard 

In  Memory  of  Bruce  Buckingham,  Jr.  given  by  Valley  Baptist  Church.  Palestine,  Texas 

In  Memory  of  Robert  Asbury  Sewell,  given  by  Mike  and  Rita  Singleton 

In  Mepiory  of  Mr.  George  Galllher,  given  by  Gladys  Findley 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dock  Panquln,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Jim  Johnson 

In  Memory  of  George  Galllher.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Murphy 

In  Memory  Mra.  Virginia  VUkeraon,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Camille  Lelong 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lucille  Lennard.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  M.  Biggs 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Julia  Hudson,  given  by  Glenmora  UMC.  Glenmora 

In  Memory  of  H.  Kneeland  Phelps,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  R.  Chadlck 

In  Memory  of  Bruce  Buchlngham.  given  by  Paula  Murray 

In  Memory  of  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Janet  Walton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clontz  Sherman,  given  by  Mr.  Ken  Newton 

In  Memory  of  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Denton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Grady  Day.  given  by  Joe,  Sara  Ann,  King.  Jane  A  Hazel  Mott 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ira  C.  Dlmmlck.  given  by  Deen  Thompson 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Galllher.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Floyd  B.  James 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Anne  Elliott,  given  by  Elsie  Pullen  Sunday  School  Class.  Vivian.  LA 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  J.  M.  Tilley,  given  by  Bienville  UMC.  Bienville 

In  Memory  of  Foster  L.  Campbell.  Sr.,  given  by  Nancy  S.  Stinson 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Kathryne  Sldler.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  George  Cockerham 

In  Memory  of  George  Galllher,  given  by  Mrs.  L.  O.  Burkhalter 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  W.  W.  Page,  given  by  Mra.  E.  R.  Burr,  A  Lucy  Jane 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clyde  Richardson,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Carter 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Vernon  Carpenter,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Ray  Sanders 

In  Memory  of  George  O.  Phillips,  given  by  Larry  and  Margie  Spier 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  McDonald,  given  by  Oak  Ridge  Friends 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ola  Caldwell,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  White 

In  Memory  of  S.  Hardy  Cole.  Sr.,  given  by  Mra.  T.  S.  Kelly 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  Kate  Doyle,  given  by  Mrs.  Anna  Tooke 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hazel  McDonald,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  James  P.  Madison 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gertrude  Newman,  given  by  Clare  Griffith  and  Kathleen  Hannan 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Leslie  Drewett.  given  by  the  Nannie  Bradford  Sunday  School  Class.  Nolley  Memorial  UMC, 

Jena.  LA 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hillary  Dupree,  given  by  Mra.  James  A.  Cochran 
In  Memory  of  Ira  C.  Dlmmlck,  given  by  Col.  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Ladd,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Ira  C.  Dlmmlck.  given  by  J.  C.  Lunn 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  R.  M.  McCain,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Melton  Powell 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Mary  Page,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  John  Pollock 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Page,  given  by  Robeline  UMC,  Robeline.  LA 

In  Memory  of  George  Galllher,  given  by  Mrs.  Sam  GlgUo,  Mr.  A  Mra.  J.  J.  GlgUo  A  Joe 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mae  Screen,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Claud  W.  Lowe 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Lucille  Lennard.  given  by  the  Searchers  Class.  Christ  UMC.  Shreveport 

In  Memory  of  Robert  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Mornlngslde  UMC,  Shreveport 

In  Memory  of  Raymond  L.  Baird,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Paul  W.  Dominick 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Kathryn  Sldler,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  S.  E.  Snider 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  W.  F.  Howell,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  L.  Pugh 

In  Memory  of  Kenneth  J.  Johnson,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  0.  Hearne 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ira  Dlmmlck.  given  by  Dr.  L.  I.  Daughenbaugh 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  WUkerson,  given  by  Dr.  A  Mrs.  T.  W.  Leonard 

In  Memory  of  W.  IL  Jones,  given  by  Lee  C.  McIntyre  ' 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Raymond  L.  Baird,  given  by  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class.  Gilliam  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Raymond  L.  Baird,  given  by  Hosston  UMC.  Hosston 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Raymond  L.  Baird,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Virgil  G.  Martin 

In  Memory  of  Jessie  Provost,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hamilton  D.  Blckham 

In  Memory  of  Evelyn  B.  Lawton,  given  by  Ray  A  Ruth  Baggett 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Frank  Schooler,  given  by  Mrs.  Rose  Mulhern 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Baughton,  given  by  Mrs.  Rose  Mulhern 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Victor  A.  Wolff,  given  by  the  Family  of  Herman  Blue 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  Kate  Doyle,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  R.  Stevens 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  Kate  Nelson  Doyle,  given  by  Clay  United  Methodist  Church,  Clay.  LA 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lillian  Peobles.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  A.  Wlnborn 

In  Memory  of  Lillie  Melton,  given  by  Mary  F.  Daigle 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  Kate  Doyle,  given  by  Martha  L.  Swindle 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Claude  Kartchner.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  H.  L.  Cabral.  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  T.  J.  Drewett.  Sr.,  given  by  Goode  and  Leta  Edge 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Chet  Hoagland.  given  by  Dr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Thomas 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Frank  Schooler,  given  by  Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ball 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ethel  Hawkins,  given  by  Dr.  A  Mra.  J.  E.  Ball 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  P.  E.  Irby,  given  by  Rev.  A  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Moore 

In  Memory  of  Mamie  Hearne.  given  by  Kenneth  A  Dorothy  Blue 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  R.  Love,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.  E.  Allred 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Myrtle  A.  Robbins,  given  by  Wesley  Chapel  UMC,  Coushatta.  LA 

In  Memory  of  Sandra  Patrick,  given  by  the  Bill  Humble  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  R.  Love,  given  by  Mrs.  D.  J.  Shamburger 

In  Memory  of  L.  W.  Sloane,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  C.  Smith 

In  Memory  of  William  Davis,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  W.  R.  Olsen  and  Mra.  Ruth  Copeland 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hazel  McDonald,  given  by  Zelma  Pipes  Mlllikln 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Edwin  Bartles,  given  by  Mrs.  John  T.  Bundrlck 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Julius  WUllams.  given  by  Mrs.  William  T.  Holloway 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  L.  Thompson,  given  by  Mra.  William  T.  Holloway 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  L.  L.  Cathey,  given  by  Mrs.  WUUam  T.  Holloway 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  WUUam  P.  Newman.  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  William  T.  Holloway 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Harris  Ortis.  given  by  Krotz  Springs  UMC.  Krotz  Springs,  LA 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  William  BeU.  given  by  Edna  Terral  Lawhon 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  R.  Galllher.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  Edwards,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  L.  W.  Richey,  given  by  Al  and  Louise  Cobb 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  L.  W.  Richey,  given  by  the  J.  R.  Slocum  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Browder,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edgar  Broussard 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Nolan  BendUy.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edgar  Broussard 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  LaGrand  Sloan,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edgar  Broussard 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Lawton,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  D.  Robinson.  Sr.  A  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Robinson.  Jr. 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Myrtle  Ann  Robbins,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Price 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  T.  J.  Drewett,  Sr.,  given  by  Mra.  W.  P.  McFarland.  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  H.  A.  Hearne.  given  by  Lois  Price 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  J.  L.  Daniels,  given  by  the  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church,  Marrero.  LA 

In  Memory  of  WUUam  Thomas  Springer,  given  by  A.  T.  Bunn 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  Miller,  given  by  Mrs.  Dan  Annlson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Thelma  Andlng,  given  by  The  Joel  Wilson  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  WUUam  T.  Springer,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  W.  DowUng 

In  Memory  of  G.  O.  Phillips,  given  by  Zelma  Pipes  Mlllikln 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Roger  Brown,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  W.  R.  Stothart 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Rush  McCarty,  given  by  Audrey  N.  Henry  and  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cary  Johnson,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mae  Miller,  given  by  Murtha  Swindle 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  H.  Mayo  Bradford,  given  by  Mrs.  Bobble  Miller.  Mrs.  Erin  Way  A  Mrs.  Margie  Deascn 

In  Memory  of  Walter  L.  Richardson,  given  by  Nanetta  C.  Richardson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gertie  R.  Taylor,  given  by  Mrs.  Nlta  R.  Sample 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  J.  C.  McDonald,  given  by  John  and  Sarah  Jane  McAdams 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  McDonald,  given  by  Don  and  Sylvia  Bacon 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Tolar,  given  by  Don  and  Sylvia  Bacon 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Tolar,  given  by  Don  and  Sylvia  Bacon 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clifford  Zlrkle.  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  T.  Porter 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Maggie  Aldy.  given  by  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Chatham,  LA 

In  Memory  of  Mra.  Jenette  Pittman,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mra.  Hamilton  D.  Blckham 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  H.  J.  "Buck"  Crain,  given  by  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hamilton  D.  Blckham 
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>re  Called...We  Responded 


Conference  United  Methodist  Women 
break  attendance  and  enthusiasm  records 


New  officers  installed,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Marcus  Burks,  Mrs.  Davidson  Brown 
( member  of  Nominations  Committee) ,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Stinson,  Mrs.  Truman  Ward,  Mrs. 
Leo  Hoffpauir,  Mrs.  Edward  Carruth,  Mrs.  L.  T.  Thomas  (member  of  Nominations 
Committee ),  Mrs.  R.  P.  Durham. 


In  the  annual  meeting  which  drew  a 
record  attendance  of  more  than  600 
persons,  United  Methodist  Women  from 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  reached  new  heights  of  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  participation  during  their 
meeting  in  Ruston  on  September  12th  and 
13th.  It  was  the  consensus  that  this  1975 
gathering  was  “the  greatest.” 

The  theme  “I  Am  Called  ...  I 
Respond”  set  the  mood  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  spirited  conversation  even  on 
the  long  drives  home  indicated  that  the 
enthusiasm  had  been  contagious  for 
transfer  to  the  local  church  units. 

Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  graciously 
presiding  for  her  last  session  as  president 
of  UMW,  was  in  charge  of  all  activities 
and  spearheaded  a  well-planned, 
meaningful  program.  Members  of  the 
planning  committee  had  put  together  an 
event  that  will  be  remembered  for  its 


content  and  Christian  fellowship.  The 
local  arrangements  committee,  with 
Trinity  UM  Church  as  host,  operated  a 
smooth  schedule  which  made  everyone 
feel  welcome  and  comfortable.  It  was  the 
largest  attendance  on  record,  and  with 
the  many  favorable  comments,  next 
year’s  event  should  draw  an  even  larger 
group. 

The  1976  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
September  17-18,  1976  in  Sulphur,  with 
Henning  Memorial  Church  serving  as 
host. 

As  reported  in  last  week’s  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST,  Mrs.  Truman  L. 
(Amy)  Ward,  of  New  Orleans,  was 
elected  and  installed  as  President.  Mrs. 
Ward,  who  is  completing  her  term  as 
President  of  her  district  UMW,  will  have 
the  support  of  the  following  officers  in  the 
organizational  structure:  vice-president, 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  .Perry,  Alexandria, 


secretary,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Stinson,  Palestine 
Church,  Pineville;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Robert  H.  Brupbacher,  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  following  Mission  Coordinators 
also  will  be  serving  on  the  Conference 
level:  Christian  Personhood,  Mrs.  Walter 
H.  Brock,  Baton  Rouge;  Supportive 
Community,  Mrs.  E.  Mae  Calvin,  New 
Orleans;  Christian  Social  Involvement, 
Mrs.  Arthur  M.  Johnson,  Shreveport; 
Christian  Global  Concerns,  Mrs.  Marcus 
Burks,  First  UM,  Baton  Rouge. 

New  chairpersons  of  committees  were 
elected:  Membership.  Mrs.  Edward 
Carruth,  David  Haas  Memorial,  Bunkie; 
and  Nominations,  Mrs.  Leo  Hoffpauir,  St. 
Luke  UM,  Lake  Charles. 

Mrs.  R.  P.  Durham,  of  First  UM. 
Hammond,  will  serve  as  Secretary  of 
Program  Resources. 

The  Friday  session  of  the  meeting 
included  Task  Force  Groups  which  were 
group  assemblies  dealing  with  many 
phases  of  UMW  activity.  These  were 
significantly  attended,  and  enthusiasm 
was  generated  in  each.  Many  helpful  and 
instructive  ideas  came  out  of  these  small 
group  meetings. 

The  banquet  held  at  Louisiana  Tech 
was  a  delightful  social  occasion,  and  it 
was  highlighted  by  a  playlette  written  by 
Mrs.  Ed  Thomas,  of  the  Ruston  District, 
and  presented  by  local  church  members, 
including  youth. 

Mrs.  Glenn  Laskey,  of  Ruston,  well 
known  throughout  the  Conference  and 
nationally,  led  the  Service  Honoring 
Retiring  Officers.  Mrs.  Lowell  Sohl, 
Colorado  Spring,  Colo.,  a  member  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  was  the  featured 
speaker  on  two  occasions.  Her  first 
speech  emphasized  “I  Am  Called,”  and 
her  Saturday  address  followed  up  “I 
Respond”  with  an  analysis  of  how  the 
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Food  was  provided  by  local  committee,  fellowship  was 
provided  by  everyone. 


A  typical  Task  Force  Group. 


response  of  United  Methodist  Women  is 
evidenced  through  giving  and  service. 

The  installation  of  officers  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  of 
Monroe.  The  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill,  host 
pastor,  led  the  Communion  Ritual. 

The  annual  budget  projected  for  1976  is 
$171,915,  according  to  UMW  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Robert  H.  Brupbacher,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Robert  Price  of  Ruston  was 
chairperson  of  the  local  planning  com¬ 
mittee,  and  Mrs.  Fred  Barr  served  as  co- 
chairperson.  Serving  as  Chairperson  of 
the  Annual  Meeting  Planning  Committee 
was  Mrs.  Warren  Blakeman,  of  Sulphur. 
Mrs.  Finis  Crutchfield,  Honorary  Vice- 
President  of  the  Conference  UMW,  at¬ 
tended  the  entire  meeting. 

Of  special  interest  and  visual 
significance  were  the  two  banners  “I  Am 
Called”  and  “I  Respond"  which  were 
displayed  in  the  sanctuary  of  Trinity. 
These  were  created  by  Mrs.  Terrel  J. 
DeVille  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home. 

Saint  Mark’s  UMW  hold 
Celebration  in  Baton  Rouge 

United  Methodist  Women  of  St.  Mark 
UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  held  their 
annual  Celebration  at  the  church  on 
September  21.  Using  as  their  theme 
“United  Methodist  Women  —  Our 
Challenge  for  Service,”  they  planned  a 
program  which  highlighted  the  theme 
throughout  the  ceremony. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  occasion  was 
Ms.  Peggy  Billings,  Assistant  General 
Secretary,  Department  of  Christian 
Social  Relations,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Chancel  Choir,  directed  by  Mrs. 
Aulger  W.  Davis,  furnished  music  for  the 
occasion,  and  guest  soloist  was  Miss 
Mary  E.  Moody,  a  member  of  the  Bethel 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge.  Mrs.  Lois  Heath,  program 
chairperson,  presided.  The  Rev.  Robert 
Williams,  Pastor,  and  many  others 
helped  to  make  this  Celebration  one  of 
outstanding  proportions. 


A  dedication,  anniversaries  100  years  ag0 
emphasize  progress 


First  Church,  Monroe,  will  dedicate  the 
building  on  Sunday,  October  5,  with 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Jr.  leading 
the  service  of  dedication.  The  an¬ 
nouncement  has  been  made  by  the  Rev. 
W.  D.  Boddie,  Senior  Pastor  of  the 
church. 

In  July  the  final  payment  on  the 
$370,000.  indebtedness  was  made,  and  at 
the  service  on  October  5,  the  mortgage  on 
the  facilities  will  be  burned  by  Bishop 
Crutchfield.  The  date  will  also  point 
toward  the  raising  of  funds  for  and  the 
erection  of  a  sanctuary  at  some  future 
time. 

From  its  downtown  location,  the 
congregation  of  the  church  moved  to  the 
new  facilities  in  December  1967,  and  at 
that  time  the  mortgage  for  building  was 
made. 

The  building  will  be  presented  for 
dedication  by  Haynes  L.  Harkey, 
president  of  the  church’s  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  a  co-chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee.  Also  serving  as  co- 
chairmen  were  Patrick  Siudy  and 
Herschel  Gentry,  Jr. 

Assisting  in  the  services  will  be  the 
Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Monroe  District;  Doctor 
Boddie,  the  pastor;  the  Rev.  Thomas  A. 
Dunbar,  associate  pastor;  and  all  other 
former  pastors  and  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  in  attendance.  Among  the  living 
former  pastors  and  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  are:  Dr.  H.  L.  Johns;  Dr. 
George  W.  Pomeroy;  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Harbuck;  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg;  the  Rev.  W. 
H.  Giles;  Dr.  James  T.  Harris;  the  Rev. 
Edward  R.  Haug;  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Frazier. 

St.  Matthew  UM,  Algiers 

St.  Matthew  UM  Church,  Algiers, 
observed  its  105th  Anniversary  on  August 
31,  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris, 
New  Orleans  District  Superintendent 
preaching.  Pastor  of  the  church  is  the 
Rev.  Russell  L.  Jones. 

Using  as  the  Anniversary  theme  “A 
Time  For  Decision,”  the  program 
brought  spiritual  enrichment  and 
stimulation  for  the  future.  St.  Matthew 
originated  as  a  small  mission  in  1870,  and 
during  the  early  years,  worship  was  held 
from  home  to  home  of  the  members. 
Through  the  efforts  of  a  band  of  nine 
devoted  Christian  members  the  first 


church  building  was  erected  in  1877.  St. 
Matthew  was  accepted  into  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  on  February  3,  1891. 
In  1962,  while  the  Rev.  James  W.  Wilson 
was  serving  as  pastor,  the  present 
building  was  renovated. 

St.  Matthew  has  been  served  by  32 
ministers  at  the  same  location  for  the  105 
years  of  its  life.  Former  pastors  present 
at  the  Anniversary  Celebration  were:  the 
Reverends  Alfred  Pollar,  Eddie  Carter, 
and  Louis  F.  Roos.  Chairperson  and  co¬ 
chairperson,  respectively,  of  the 
program  were  Mrs.  Alberta  B.  Johnson 
and  Malcolm  M.  Tucker,  Sr. 

60th  Anniversary 
For  Loranger  UM 

Special  60th  Anniversary  Services  are 
planned  for  the  Loranger  UM  Church  this 
Sunday,  September  28,  according  to  a 
spokesman  of  the  church.  All  former 
pastors,  members  and  friends  are  invited 
and  urged  to  be  present  for  this  happy 
event.  The  ceremonies  will  begin  with  the 
regular  morning  worship  services, 
followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds,  and  a 
Gospel  Sing  at  two  o’clock.  Loranger’s 
UMYF  own  “Jesus  Power  and  Light 
Group”  will  be  featured,  and  other 
groups  joining  in  leading  the  singing  will 
be  the  “Fishermen”  and  the  "New 
Dawn.” 

The  Rev.  Paul  L.  Wesley  is  pastor  of 
the  Loranger  Church. 


Le  Courrier  des  Opelousas 
Samedi ,  11  Septembre  1875 


(Editor's  Note:  This  article  appeared 
recently  in  the  Opelousas  DAILY 
WORLD,  and  is  shared  with  our  readers 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Rev.  Tom 
Lancaster,  Pastor  of  Louisiana 
Memorial  UM  Church,  Opelousas.  Mr. 
Lancaster  obtained  permission  for  our 
use  in  this  newspaper,  and  it  is  translated 
from  the  French,  as  it  appeared  in  the 
September  11  edition  of  DAILY  WORLD. 
We  point  out  its  peculiar  significance  as 
we  pick  up  threads  of  the  past  in  this  Bi¬ 
centennial  year.) 

“Camp  Meeting  —  Last  Thursday,  the 
Methodists  of  our  parish  as  well  as  many 
of  the  parishes  of  Lafayette  and 
Calcasieu,  are  getting  together  in  a 
Camp  Meeting,  in  the  woods  at 
Plaquemine  Brulee,  about  20  miles 
southwest  of  our  town. 


Such  religious  assemblies  of  this  sort 
are  very  rare  among  us  and  we  do  not 
believe  there  has  been  one  in  our  parish 
for  the  past  20  years. 

Everyone,  we  are  told,  is  invited  to 
these  reunions,  where  ordinarily,  they 
follow  with  fervor  the  initiates  of  the 
methodist  religion  to  strengthen  them¬ 
selves  in  the  faith. 

They  announced  for  this  present  Camp 
Meeting,  a  dozen  Preachers  regularly 
licensed,  without  counting  a  large 
number  whom  faith  will  produce  on  the 
premises.  It  is  a  sort  of  Jubilee  which 
ordinarily  lasts  from  8  to  10  days,  and 
which  very  often  draws  many  from 
curiosity.  We  have  always  heard  it  said 
that  some  things  happen  that  are  not 
strictly  conforming  to  religion  nor  to 
morals;  it  is,  perhaps,  that  which  draws 
the  curious,  always  emotionally  eager." 


Bethel  UM,  takes  great  pride 


Sunday  is  Christian 
Education  Sunday 

Members  and  pastors  are 
reminded  that  this  Sunday,  Sep¬ 
tember  28,  is  Christian  Education 
Sunday.  A  special  offering  will  be 
taken  on  Sunday  to  help  in  the  very 
worthwhile  efforts  being  made 
through  Christian  Education  in  our 
churches. 

Everyone  should  note  that  all  of 
the  offering  received  this  Sunday 
stays  in  our  own  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  and  is  used  to  provide 
training  for  church  school  workers 
and  other  church  leaders  related  tc 
Christian  Education. 


Bethel  United 
Methodist  Church, 
which  is  located  in 
Pride,  La.,  had  a 
real  reason  to 
“take  great  pride 
for  a  “first”  in  the 
history  of  the 
Church  —  the  Eagle 
Rank  was  awarded 
to  five  young  men 
of  the  church-spon 
sored  Troop  27. 

The  Court  of  Hon¬ 
or  was  held  at  thej 
church  on  Septem 
ber  8,  and  the 
awards  were  pre¬ 
sented  at  that  time 
The  Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys,  pastor  of 

Perkins  Women's  Week 

Women’s  Week  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU,  is  scheduled  for  October 
13-17.  The  event  will  deal  with  issues  that 
women’s  concerns  and  perspectives 
raise  for  the  church.  Included  will  be  a 
reunion  of  alumnae  and  consultation  of 
the  alumnae  with  the  Perkins 
Curriculum  Committee. 


Bethel,  notes  that  "It  is  very  rare  that 
five  young  men  would  complete  their 
work  for  the  highest  award  in  Boy  Scout¬ 
ing  at  the  same  time.” 

This  newspaper  congratulates  these 
young  men,  and  the  church  for  its  spon¬ 
sorship,  and  herewith  shares  the 
“pride.” 

The  young  men  in  the  photograph  are: 
(top  row,  from  left)  -  Brent  Anselmo, 
John  Lorio,  Don  Fauntleroy;  (bottom 
row,  from  left)  -  Mitch  Fredrick  and  Ken 
Lewis. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Our  recent  visit  to  Southeast  Asia  caused  a  lot  of  personal  pondering.  As  we 
visited  one  already  highly  developed  country  —  Singapore,  and  another 
developing  country  —  East  Malaysia,  and  some  others  farther  back  on  the 
scale,  we  began  to  think  of  what  it  is  that  produces  discontent  in  this  country. 
One  has  to  recognize  that  the  great  economic  and  political  fact  of  modern  times 
is  that  consumption  and  possessions  inflame,  rather  than  slake  appetites.  It  is 
the  thought  of  relative  deprivation  that  scares  people  in  the  U.S.  which  is 
overflowing  with  abundance.  Some  folks  want,  not  only  to  keep  up  with  the 
Joneses,  but  they  want  to  feel  that  they  have  more  than  the  necessities,  failing 
to  recognize  that  yesterday’s  luxuries  are  today’s  necessities.  It  is  quite  true 
that  we  cannot  live  with  economic  values  and  on  the  economic  scale  that  we  did 
some  generations  back.  Yet  today’s  poverty-stricken  masses  actually  have 
more  than  some  princes  and  other  royalty  of  the  14th  century.  So  much  of  our 
feeling  of  needing  things  is  a  matter  of  mental  attitude. 

One  thing  that  we  could  all  do  is  consciously  to  cultivate  simpler  tastes  and 
some  of  the  more  basic  and  simple  virtues.  These  produce  joy.  It's  true  that 
modern  man  and  woman  are  yoked  up  in  a  rat  race  which  is  producing 
thousands  of  people  for  the  psychiatrist's  couch  and  the  minister’s  confessional. 
If  we  were  to  face  it,  we  don’t  need  as  much  as  we  really  have,  and  we  could  do 
with  a  lot  less  than  we  use.  Nobody's  going  to  pay  any  attention  to  these  words  of 
mine,  but  the  rising  development  of  certain  nations  in  the  world,  plus  the 
shortages  of  energy  and  other  items  here,  may  force  us  all  to  re-think  some  of 
life’s  material  values.  It  wouldn’t  hurt  us  to  learn  to  live  a  little  simpler. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Planning  Committee  for  Christian  Ashram  meeting. 


Ashram  meeting 
planned  for  October 


From  the  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles  comes 
information  that  the  South  Louisiana 
Christian  Ashram  is  scheduled  to  be  held 
October  23-25  at  Asbury  UM  Church, 
Lafayette.  The  Rev.  Jack  Gray  will  be 
the  Evangelist,  and  Dr.  Jordan  Grooms 
will  be  the  Bible  teacher. 

In  preparation  for  this  annual  event,  a 
group  recently  met  at  Asbury  to  make 
plans.  They  are  shown  in  the  ac¬ 
companying  photograph,  from  left:  the 


Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  Conference 
Secretary  of  Evangelism  and  co- 
chairman  of  the  Committee;  Jack  Paris, 
Lay  Director;  Raymond  Shaw,  co- 
Ashram  Director;  the  Rev.  Carey 
Martin,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship;  and  the  Rev.  Gary 
VanHorn,  registrar  for  the  South 
Louisiana  Ashram.  The  Rev.  James 
Caraway,  Pastor  of  Asbury  was  also 
present  for  the  meeting. 


Sevier  Memorial  men  helped  youth 


When  the  young  people  of  Sevier  Memorial  UM  Church  made  their  trip  to  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  (Edition  of  Sept.  12)  to  visit  and  bring  gifts 
and  supplies  to  the  children,  they  were  helped  by  the  men  of  the  church.  Shown  here 
are  some  of  the  persons  who  held  a  "chicken  barbecue "  for  fund  raising  for  the 
youth.  They  are,  from  left,  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Champion,  "Butch"  Wilson,  Berry  Wilson. 
Billy  Rucker,  Albert  Crothers,  and  Victor  Watson.  (Photo  by  Bill  Clifton,  also  a 
member  of  the  "team.”) 

United  Methodist  Heritage  tour 
departs  New  Orleans  Nov.  24 


The  1975  UNITED  METHODIST 
HERITAGE  TOUR  will  depart  from  New 
Orleans  on  Monday,  November  24,  for  a 
nine-day  journey  to  Wesleyan  historical 
sites  and  tourist  attractions  in  England. 
The  announcement  has  been  made  by  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie,  of  Crowley, 
President  of  the  Conference  Historical 
Society. 

The  itinerary  will  trace  the  origins  of 
Methodism  in  places  like  Epworth 
(birthplace  and  boyhood  home  of  John 
and  Charles  Wesley);  West  Bromwich 
(home  of  Francis  Asbury);  Oxford 
(where  the  “Methodists”  began)  ;  Bristol 
(first  Methodist  chapel);  and  London 
(Wesley’s  home  and  Wesley  Chapel).  It 
also  affords  tour  members  a  better  ap¬ 
preciation  of  our  cultural  heritage  as 
Americans  in  this  Bicentennial  year. 

Cost  of  the  Tour,  including  travel  from 


New  Orleans,  first  class  hotels,  and  most 
meals,  is  $629.  The  Tour  is  sponsored 
annually  by  the  Historical  Society  and 
the  Commission  on  Archives  and  History. 

Full  details  may  be  secured  by  writing 
to:  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tour,  315 
East  Third  Street,  Crowley,  Louisiana 
70526. 


Appointments 

announced 

Bishop  Crutchfield  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  following  pastoral 
appointments,  effective  October  1, 
1975:  The  Rev.  J.  David  Strozier  to 
Glenmora,  First  -  Fellowship  - 
Forest  Hill  -  Melder  Charge;  The 
Rev.  Roily  Walker  to  Boyce,  First  - 
Lahey  Chapel  -  Sieper  Charge. 


.w.v.y.v.'.v. 
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Equality,  busing  and  Christian  perspective 


No  issue  in  American  life  today  is  more 
divisive  than  that  of  busing  children  in 
order  to  desegregate  our  public  schools. 
Once  an  issue  focused  almost  exclusively 
in  the  South,  desegregation  via  busing  is 
more  and  more  frequently  being  ordered 
by  courts  throughout  the  land.  In  the  fu¬ 
ture,  few  communities  are  likely  to  es¬ 
cape  this  phenomenon  and  the  trauma 
which  accompanies  it. 

In  nearly  every  instance,  court- 
ordered  desegregation  plans  have 
produced  emotionally  charged  negative 
reactions  in  the  affected  communities. 
Calls  for  a  Constitutional  amendment  to 
prohibit  busing  to  achieve  racial  balance 
are  widespread.  In  many  communities 
white  parents  are  selling  their  homes  and 
moving  to  the  suburbs  to  avoid  the 
likelihood  of  their  children  being  bused. 
In  relatively  few  instances  are  public 
officials  standing  firm  and  urging  their 
constituents  to  see  the  desegregation¬ 
busing  issue  in  larger  perspective. 

At  the  very  least,  Christian  individuals 
and  Christian  churches  should  serve  as  a 
reconciling  force  which  brings  such 
perspective  to  bear  when  this  issue 
surfaces  in  their  communities.  This  is 
already  happening  in  some  locales,  as 
exemplified  by  our  story  “Busing  — 
Where  is  the  church?”  last  week.  In 
order  to  assist  other  Christians  in 
thinking  through  how  they  might  relate 
to  this  issue,  we  offer  the  following 
reflections : 

L  The  most  basic  issue  is  neither 
busing  nor  desegregation  as  such,  but  the 
necessity  of  providing  equal  educational 
opportunity  for  ALL  children. 
Historically,  the  basic  premise  of  our 
public  school  system  is  that  all  children 
are  entitled  to  a  public  education. 
Unfortunately,  the  interests  of  blacks 
and  other  minorities  were  not  equally 
cared  for  in  this  original  design. 
Beginning  with  the  1954  Supreme  Court 
decision,  it  was  determined  that  racially 
segregated  schools  provide  inherently 
unequal  educational  opportunities.  That 
and  subsequent  court  decisions  have 
sought  to  break  down  the  patterns  of 
segregation  which  were  formed  over  two 
centuries.  It  is  now  obvious  that  the 
problem  of  segregation  is  much  larger 
than  our  public  school  systems,  but  the 
schools  remain  the  primary  arena  in 
which  desegregation  is  being  attempted. 

2.  Busing  to  achieve  fixed  racial  ratios 
is  an  almost  unanimously  unpopular 
solution  to  the  problem.  It  violates  the 
pattern  of  neighborhood  schools  to  which 
we  have  grown  accustomed.  It  is 
disruptive  for  many,  and  exacts  a  heavy 
emotional  toll  on  all  concerned:  children, 
parents.  and  school  officials. 
Educational  quality  for  some  inevitably 
suffers.  Many  blacks  don’t  like  it.  Most 
whites  don't  like  it.  With  the  possible 
exception  of  some  bureaucrats  whose 
hobby  is  social  engineering,  no  one  is 
enthused  about  busing  to  achieve  racial 
balance. 

The  difficulty  is  that  no  one  has  been 
able  to  propose  a  workable  alternative 
which  will  guarantee  the  result  that 
busing  seeks  to  provide:  equal  education¬ 
al  opportunity  for  ALL  children  regard¬ 
less  of  their  racial  or  economic  status. 

3.  Busing  per  se  is  not  what  upsets  most 
people.  Public  schools  have  bused 
millions  of  children  during  the  past 
several  decades,  with  few  complaints 
about  distance  or  inconvenience.  For 
millions  of  rural  children,  busing 
provided  an  opportunity  for  a  public 
education  that  was  otherwise 
unavailable.  Similarly,  many  large 
churches  have  purchased  buses  in  order 
to  transport  people  from  all  sections  of 
the  city  to  church,  and  to  transport 
church  groups  to  a  variety  of  activities. 

It  is  the  goal  that  busing  today  seeks  to 
achieve,  namely  the  achievement  of 
racial  balance,  to  which  many  people  so 
bitterly  object.  Many  persons,  preoc¬ 
cupied  only  with  their  own  interests,  still 
do  not  accept  the  Constitutional  necessity 
of  taking  positive  steps  to  break  down 
centuries  of  racial  discrimination.  In  the 
long  run,  it  would  be  healthier  for  people 
to  admit  (in  some  cases  “discover”) 


what  is  really  troubling  them  rather  than 
focusing  on  the  sham  issue  of  busing. 

4.  Parents  are  generally  more  upset 
about  busing  than  are  their  children. 
Nearly  all  the  hate-filled  threats  and  acts 
of  violence  that  have  occurred  over 
busing  have  been  the  work  of  adults 
rather  than  their  children.  Children  are, 
for  the  most  part,  much  more  accepting 
of  persons  who  differ  from  them  than  are 
adults.  Perhaps  there  is  a  new  message 
for  parents  today  in  Jesus’  ancient 
rebuke  of  some  adult  attitudes  in  his 
time:  “Let  the  children  come  to  me,  do 
not  hinder  them,  for  to  such  belongs  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  Truly  I  say  to  you, 
whoever  does  not  receive  the  Kingdom  of 
God  like  a  child  shall  not  enter  it.” 

5.  Because  of  its  obvious  drawbacks, 
“busing  to  achieve  racial  balance"  must 
be  regarded  as  a  transitional  policy. 
Once  the  goal  of  equal  public  educational 
opportunity  for  ALL  children  becomes  a 
reality,  this  policy  will  no  longer  be 
necessary.  Then  school  officials  will  be 
able  to  concentrate  all  their  efforts  on 
upgrading  the  quality  of  education. 

6.  Most  of  the  energy  presently  being 
expended  to  fight  busing  is,  at  best, 
lengthening  this  transition  period  and.  at 
worst,  grossly  compounding  the 
problem.  The  problem  is  not  our  court 
system,  which  is  seeking  to  deal  fairly 
with  the  interests  of  all  citizens.  The 
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problem  is  not  the  real  or  imagined  in¬ 
fringement  of  minority  groups  on  the 
interests  of  white  America.  The  basic 
problem  is  in  our  own  attitudes  about 
relating  to  people  who  are  different  from 
us. 

This  problem  will  not  be  solved  by  bad- 
mouthing  the  courts.  It  will  not  be  solved 
by  a  Constitutional  amendment.  It  will 
not  be  solved  by  moving  our  children  into 
private  schools.  It  will  not  be  solved  by 
selling  our  homes  and  moving  to  places 
we  perceive  to  be  “safe.”  Each  of  these 
actions  represents  an  attempt  to  avoid 
dealing  with  the  real  problem,  thereby 
prolonging  and  intensifying  the  trauma 
for  all  concerned. 

Ultimately,  the  best  way  to  end  the 
policy  of  busing  is  for  us  to  stop  running, 
accept  the  inevitable  for  a  transitional 
period,  make  it  work,  and  thereby  make 
its  perpetuation  unnecessary. 

During  this  transition  we,  as 
Chrfetians,  should  seek  to  minister  both 
to  the  hurts  of  those  long  victimized  by 
discrimination,  and  to  those  who  are 
traumatized  by  the  measures  presently 
being  taken  to  eliminate  discrimination. 
At  all  times  we  should  help  our  society 
see  the  transitional  issue  in  larger  per¬ 
spective.  That  larger  perspective,  for 
Christians  at  least,  is  a  commitment  to 
the  brotherhood  of  all  people  under  the 
Fatherhood  of  God. 


Here  I  Stand 

Our  homes  must  promote  more 
spiritual  power  in  our  churches 


SEPTEMBER  26,  1975 


O 


By  G.  WELDON  GATLIN 

The  cause  of  Christianity  is  confronted 
by  three  world  forces  of  varying  degrees 
of  threat:  humanistic  materialism, 
atheistic  communism  and  the  population 
explosion.  Obviously  these  con¬ 
frontations  necessitate  an  additional 
approach.  The  family  as  a  unit  in  present 
day  culture  does  not  exist,  in  the  basic 
sense,  aside  from  a  projected  refor¬ 
mation  in  evangelistic  endeavor. 

What  is  happening  to  the  family?  What 
can  happen  through  the  family  in 
reference  to  evangelism  —  these  are 
questions  of  growing  relevance. 
Materialism  is  well  on  the  way  to  the 
creation  of  one  world.  The  break-through 
from  an  agrarian  to  urban  industrial 
society  is  cosmic  wide.  The  result  in 
cultural  and  moral  change  is  drastic. 

Everywhere  old  cultural  molds  are 
breaking  up,  old  family  systems  are 
dissolving.  The  home  was  created  to  be 
and  should  still  be  a  religious  unit. 
Neither  the  Bible  in  general,  nor  Moses, 
the  prophets,  Jesus  and  the  apostles, 
treats  the  family  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  historian  or  the  sociologist,  but  solely 
of  that  of  the  teacher  of  religion,  morals 
and  ethics.  In  short,  their  point  of  view  is 
theological. 


The  multiple-member  family  has  given 
way  to  the  nuclear  family.  Parents  are 
caught  in  the  grip  of  a  new  and  grave 
responsibility  for  the  care  and  rearing  of 
the  young.  All  of  this  is  taking  place  at  a 
time  when  materialism  is  drying  up  the 
ancient  springs  of  spiritual  nurture.  The 
resultant  vaccum  at  the  heart  of  the 
modern  family  as  well  as  a  part  of 
modern  man  rightly  appalls  us,  and 
presses  for  the  Good  News  that  God’s 
first  love  was  and  still  is  the  family. 

The  family  impregnated  with  the 
authority  of  Jesus  and  under  the 
discipline  of  Christian  order  as  taught  in 
the  Bible  will  develop  an  effective  moral 
and  spiritual  life.  Christ’s  way  is  to  lose 
the  old  self  in  order  to  find  a  real  self. 

However  materialism  has  its  gospel  of 
losing  oneself  to  find  more  life  —  in  this 
case  more  physical  and  material 
realization.  How  do  we  meet  this?  It  is  in 
the  soil  of  the  family  that  man’s  roots  go 
down  into  the  deep  veins  of  spiritual 
nurture  and  of  spiritual  realization.  This 
realization  comes  about  within  the 
family  through  mutual  love,  trust  and 
understanding.  These  inter-action  ex¬ 
periences  can  become  dynamic  through 
Christianity. 

Where  else  is  the  work  of  the  Christian 


‘Sexual  stereotype’  debate  continues 


To  the  Editor: 

The  feminist  movement  is  helping  us 
push  aside  centuries  of  ancient  cultural 
laws  and  tradition  to  place  renewed 
emphasis  on  some  basic  human  truths  of 
the  GospeL  I  believe  Mary  Decker  has 
missed  the  main  philosophy  of  the 
feminist  movement  in  her  article  of 
September  5,  1975.  God  created  male  and 
female  in  the  likeness  of  God.  Through 
feminism,  women  are  realizing  there 
need  not  be  “male”  or  “female”  sex-type 
roles.  In  fact  more  and  more  evidence 
indicates  these  “traits”  are  not  inborn 
but  learned  in  cultures  and  most  are  not 
psychologically  healthy. 

Instead  of  stating  women  should  not 
accept  “less  valid  criteria  for  success” 
(male  ones)  of  “wealth,  fame,  power  and 
prestige,’’  why  not  encourage  all 
humankind,  male  and  female,  to  develop 
characteristics  of  both.  Compassion, 
sensitivity,  unselfishness  and  (not  or) 
assertiveness,  independence,  expanded 
interests  can  enrich  each  one  of  us. 

To  “love  one  another  as  yourself,”  one 
needs  a  good,  positive  self-image.  Too 
many  women  living  their  lives  through 
their  husbands  and  children  or  endlessly 
busy  in  “unselfish”  church  work  have  not 
had  strong  feelings  of  self  worth.  Paul 
said:  “there  is  neither  male  nor  female; 
for  you  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.”  A 
woman  with  a  strong  sense  of  her  own 
value  will  accomplish  far  more  as  a  wife, 
mother,  volunteer  or  employed  person 
than  one  who  feels  she  has  an 
inescapable  responsibility. 

We  now  have  greater  potential  for  all  of 
us  previously  locked  in  positive-negative 
sexual  behavior  traits.  So  I  say  thank  you 
to  the  feminists  who  have  helped  women 
and  men  and  the  UMC  in  this  process  of 
opening  hearts  and  minds  and  spirits  to 
new  revelations  of  God’s  Purpose. 

Annabelle  Kenward 

Sacramento,  California 

Experiment  only 
measures  culture 

To  the  Editor: 

The  September  5th  “Here  I  Stand” 
articles  require  some  response. 

Joyce  Flight  asserts  that  men  and 
women  are  proved  different  “by  nature” 
because  of  the  results  of  a  “scientific” 
experiment.  The  experiment  she 
describes  clearly  can  measure  only 
cultural  differences  —  not  differences  of 
nature  Persons  comparing  the  sexes 
need  to  remember  that  our  western 
civilization  is  not  the  only  source  of  men 
and  women.  Other  successful  and  stable 
cultures  and  civilizations  have  divided 
the  work  load,  including  child-rearing, 
differently  from  ours.  So  how  can 
studying  the  activities  of  children  con¬ 
ditioned  by  our  culture  tell  us  anything 
valid  about  “natural”  sex  differences? 

Mary  Decker’s  challenge  to  us  to 
examine  the  basic  philosophy  of  the 
“women’s  lib  movement,”  —  more 
meaningfully  called  the  Feminist  of 
Humanist  Movement,  —  implies  that  it 
does  not  stand  examination  by  the  light  of 
the  Christian  faith.  Her  argument  seems 
to  be  that  women  who  accept  the  male 
criteria  for  success  give  up  “compassion, 
humility,  mercy,  and  caring.”  Further, 
that  the  woman  who  accepts  the  male 
criteria  for  success  may  go  to  hell  and 
her  children  and  grandchildren  with  her. 
One  may  well  ask  if  Mary  Decker  knows 
any  Christian  men. 

I  believe  that  the  goals  of  the  Feminist 
Movement  are  consistent  with  the 
mainstream  of  Christian  teachings. 
Christ  always  spoke  on  behalf  of  those 
unfulfilled  and  exploited.  Women  of 
intellect,  business,  and  politics  have 
served  the  church  from  its  beginnings. 
Jesus,  “the  Man  for  others,”  calls  all  of 
us  —  male  and  female  —  to  reflect  the 
fruits  of  His  Spirit  wherever  we  are. 
Women  have  no  right  to  claim  superior 
compassion,  humility,  etc.  —  reducto  ad 
absurdum  —  superior  souls  to  men.  All 
Christians  are  to  be  in  the  world  as 
Christ’s  representatives.  If  women  have 
any  special  talent  for  expressing  that 
which  is  Christ-like,  all  the  more  reason 
they  ought  to  be  in  business  and  the 
professions,  as  direct  influences  for  the 
higher  and  better  order. 

Dona  Erb 

Clear  Lake,  Texas 


Understanding  helped 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  Southern  Baptist  pastor  who 
receives  TM/  UMR  through  the  courtesy 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  here  in 
Brownsville.  My  purpose  in  writing  is  to 
share  with  you  my  great  appreciation  for 
your  direct  approach  to  issues. 

In  particular,  it  was  one  of  the  most 
helpful  few  minutes  I  have  spent  in  years 
when  I  read  the  recent  article  by  Joyce 
Flight  “Women  are  needed  because 
they’re  different”  (TM/  UMR,  Sept.  5). 
Those  of  us  who  belong  to  “old  school 
conservatism”  can  find  here  a  way  to 
understand  the  crucial  importance  of 
some  of  the  changes  going  on  about  us. 

Might  you  ask  that  Mrs.  Flight  write 
more  articles  around  this  theme? 

Jerard  W.  Thornton  Jr. 

Brownsville,  Texas 
Articles  prompt  anger 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  concerned,  distressed  and,  to  a 
considerable  degree,  angered  about 
three  subjects  which  drew  my  attention 
in  the  September  5  issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

The  first  was  the  editorial  on  the 
belabored  youth  ministry  —  an  editorial 
which  gives  strength  to  those  who  object 
to  our  youth  calling  their  elders  to 
greater  commitment  to  the  Galilean- 
Ministry  guidelines,  rather  than  to  the 
barnacles  put  upon  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
by  followers  who  watered  down  his  call 
for  love  and  compassion  for  our  fellow 
mea 

The  second  was  the  story  which  in¬ 
dicated  that  un-Christian  Methodists 
support  murder  by  opposing  gun-control 
legislation;  shame,  shame,  shame  on 
them. 

The  third  was  the  story  about  the 
Good  News  (Good  ?  ?  ?)  editorial 
which  recommends  the  demise  of 
“engage/  social  action,”  the  one 
Methodist  publication  which  advocates, 
issue  after  issue,  Christian  social  action 
which  surely,  surely  pleases  a  loving 
God. 

I  am  director  of  Adult  Ministries  for 
the  Hawaii  District  and  already  40  years 
past  the  age  of  our  UMCYM  activists. 
But  that  present  UMCYM  leadership 
speaks  to  me  in  Christian  terms  soft- 
pedaled  by  my  age.peers.  We  had  better 
begin  to  listen,  not  censor. 

Fred  R.  Methered 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Cross  missing  because 
support  is  missing 
To  the  Editor : 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  not  only 
to  read  of  contemporary  issues  facing  the 
church  today,  but  to  learn  the  various 
points  of  view  of  other  readers.  Since  so 
little  in  life  is  susceptible  to  simple 
solutions,  this  chance  for  interchange  is 
particularly  helpful. 

I  wish  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Kenneth 
Hamrick’s  letter  (TM/  UMR,  Sept.  5)  in 
response  to  the  article  concerning  the 
removal  of  the  cross  from  the  chapel  of 
Western  Maryland  College  (TM/  UMR 
Aug.  15)  misses  the  basic  point. 

As  a  United  Methodist  and  a  professor 
of  higher  education  administration  I 
have  followed  the  court  cases  in  which 
W.M.C.  has  been  involved  with  keen 
interest  It  seems  to  me  that  the  fun¬ 
damental  issue  of  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  a  college  and  The  United 
Methodist  Church  rests  on  mutual 
support.  It  has  absolutely  nothing  to  do, 


as  Mr.  Hamrick  emplies,  with  com¬ 
munism. 

A  college  is  a  social  organization  which 
must  have  financial  support  in  order  to 
exist.  Eighty  percent  of  the  church- 
related  colleges  established  between  1850 
and  1950  no  longer  exist.  The  simple  fact 
of  the  matter  is  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  not  supported  W.M.C.  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  exercise  the  influence  which 
Mr.  Hamrick  would  presumably  like  to 
see. 

Unless  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  express  its  commitment  in  a  more 
tangible  fashion  than  it  has  in  the  past, 
we  can  expect  W.M.C.  to  be  only  one  of 
many  such  institutions  to  change  their 
historical  stance.  Is  it  better  to  pass  out 
of  existence  as  a  church-related  college 
or  to  continue  to  exist  as  a  secular  in¬ 
stitution?  W.M.C.  has  chosen  the  latter 
option.  *■'- 

President  Paul  Hardin,  of  Drew 
University,  is  chairman  of  a  newly  ap¬ 
pointed  commission  to  study  what  role,  if 
any,  church-related  institutions  may 
have  in  higher  education.  I  sincerely 
hope  this  commission  will  consider  as  a 
central  issue  the  adequate  support  of 
institutions  which  are  expected  to  be 
related  to  our  denomination. 

John  H.  Taylor 
Bethesda,  Maryland 

Thanks  for  TM/UMR 

To  the  Editor: 

TM/  UMR  is  most  welcome  to  me  each 
Saturday.  I  find  cause  to  rejoice  in 
reading  abouUhe  work  of  our  Lord  in  the 
lives  and  actions  of  our  neighbor 
Floridians,  our  fellow  Americans,  and 
our  Christian  brothers  and  sisters 
throughout  the  world.  This  is  &  sense  of 
great  comfort  and  encouragement  to  me. 

This  good  news  cannot  be  hoarded.  The 
paper  goes  to  our  church  library  and 
UMW  reading  shelf. 

Our  United  Methodist  Women’s  March 
program  used  the  article  on  Methodist 
ministers  and  a  team  of  lay  witness 
members  and  their  trip  to  Ireland  in 
February  —  combined  with  a  similar 
article  in  “Today.” 

Many  times  I  have  enclosed  clippings 
of  interest  in  letters  to  friends,  followed 
the  paths  of  former  ministers,  and  the 
lively  activity  of  women  in  mission. 

There  is  always  something  of  interest 
to  share  with  others.  Thank  you  for  an 
interesting  newspaper. 

Mrs.  Robert  P.  Shimp 
Big  Pine  Key,  Florida 
Frog  kissing  leads  to  warts 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  this  letter  in  regard  to  the 
articles  concerning  the  A.I.M.  leader's 
disappearance  (TM/  UMR,  Aug.  27).  My 
letter,  to  your  disapproval,  will  be 
regarded  as  one  of  those  “United 
Methodist  critics.”  The  church  and 
government  have  always  been  separated 
by  more  than  just  paper  rules.  I  regard 
this  as  one  of  the  many  directives  the 
Lord  gave  us  to  follow. 

In  the  last  ten  years  I  have  watched  the 
Methodist  religion  slowly  turn  to  the  side 
of  liberalism  and  trying  to  be  a  social 
reform  institute  rather  than  a  spokesman 
for  Christ.  Somehow  or  another  the  high 
officials  have  forgotten  what  made  the 
Methodist  Church.  That  is,  seeking  God 
with  all  your  mind,  heart,  and  body. 
When  people  really  except  Jesus  Christ, 
they  change.  I  realize  that  this  way  of 
change  is  not  very  sophisticated,  in  fact 
you  must  humble  yourself  before  the 
Lord.  I  also  realize;  no  matter  how  many 


“social  reform  organizations,”  such  as 
gun  control  and  the  A.I.M.  problem,  the 
Methodist  Church  becomes  a  part  of, 
they  nor  anybody  else  is  going  to  change 
the  society  we  live  in  until  they  meet 
Christ  I  grant  you  that  men  work  very 
hard  on  these  projects  and  they  sound 
very  good  but  the  Bible  states,  “He  who 
trusts  his  own  mind  is  foolish,  put  not 
your  trust  in  man  but  in  God.”  The 
Methodist  Church  is  large  today  only 
because  of  what  our  forefathers  have 
done.  We  are  losing  members  and 
respect  in  America.  Unless  we  stop 
trying  to  be  so  middle  of  the  road  in  our 
beliefs  and  start  saying,  “Lead  me 
Lord,”  the  future  of  the  church  is  dark. 
Yes,  I  believe  in  helping  people  and 
kissing  frogs  but  I  want  the  Lord  to  guide 
me  so  that  I  don’t  come  out  with  a  $5555 
wart 

Nathan  D.  Pyle 

St  Louis,  Missouri 


Weldon  Gatlin 

way  so  decisive,  and  where  best  can  the 
dynamism  of  our  religion  be  more  deeply 
implanted  than  in  the  home?  We  will 
never  completely  fill  this  spiritual 
vacuum  by  either  individual  evangelism, 
mass  evangelism,  or  vocational 
evangelism  with  their  omissions  of 
reference,  or  at  best,  generalized 
reference,  to  the  deep  and  intimate  ex¬ 
periences  of  the  human  being  in  family 
relations. 

The  family  is  the  opportune  point  of 
focus  for  the  work  of  evangelism.  The 
New  Testament  often  treats  conversion 
as  a  family  matter.  Bringing  families  to 
Christ  through  the  church  means  saving 
homes  —  saving  homes  means  saving 
society. 

The  door  of  the  home  is  still  the 
doorway  for  effectual  Christian  wit¬ 
nessing.  Can  anyone  deny  that  the 
joyous,  self-affirming  experiences  of  the 
Christian  take  on  heightened  and  greatly 
satisfying  form  in  the  inter-relations  of 
the  home? 

It  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  family  is 
both  a  timely  and  unique  opportunity  for 
evangelism.  Here  are  a  few  facts: 

(1)  Inter-personal  experiences  of  the 
family  are  of  the  nature  of  finality. 

(2)  The  family  is  the  milieu  in  which 
man  finds  an  abiding  meaning  as  well  as 
a  reason  to  exist. 

(3)  The  family  is  the  mediator  be¬ 
tween  the  growing  life  and  society. 

(4)  The  family  is  the  unit  of  life  in¬ 
trinsically  fitted  to  give  perpetuity  to  our 
Christian  faith. 

We  are  now  at  the  time  when  to 
establish  Christian  family  living, 
Christian  understanding  in  family 
relations,  the  practice  of  Christian 
ideals,  and  family  prayer,  could  well  be 
the  next  step  in  the  evangelistic  en¬ 
terprise.  God  is  depending  upon  our 
homes  to  put  spiritual  power  in  His 
church.  The  homeless  Saviour  came  to  be 
the  saviour  of  the  home. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Weldon  Gatlin,  is  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  evangelist  from  Hen¬ 
dersonville,  Tenn.,  Tennessee  Confer¬ 
ence.  He  was  formerly  Director  of 
Family  Evangelism  for  the  former 
General  Board  of  Evangelism  of  the 
denomination. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Do  you  follow  ‘golden  rule,’ 
or  ‘golden  rule  in  reverse’? 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

“Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have 
them  do  unto  you  ...  but  do  it  first.” 

When  I  was  a  teenager  and  one  of  my 
friends  would  say  that.  I’d  laugh.  I  even 
said  it  a  time  or  two  myself.  Everyone 
knows  the  real  “golden  rule,”  and  that 
the  real  one  is  the  one  we  should  follow. 

During  a  recent  airplane  conversation, 

I  heard  a  grown  man  repeat  this  same  old 
distortion  as  though  it  were  original: 
"You  know,  do  unto  others  as  you’d  have 
them  do  unto  you,  but  do  it  first.  Ha.  Ha.” 

Somehow  it  wasn’t  funny.  The 
possessor  of  a  big  mouth,  I  said  so.  “You 
know,  the  world  wouldn’t  be  in  such  a 
mess  today  if  no  one  really  believed 
that,"  I  said.  “And  it  would  be  in  a  lot 
bigger  mess  if  everyone  believed  it.” 

To  my  dismay,  the  man  wasn’t  jolted 
by  my  astute  putdown.  He  was  prepared 
to  defend  his  position  in  principle.  “Let’s 
face  it,”  he  said,  “If  you  don’t  do  it  to 
someone  else  first,  they’re  going  to  do  it 
to  you.  All  that  Sunday  School  stuff  about 
doing  to  others  what  you  want  them  to  do 
to  you  just  doesn’t  work.  Anyone  who 
tries  to  make  it  work  is  a  chump  who’ll 
get  stepped  on  along  the  way.” 

I  pondered  these  brazen  comments  of  a 
man  I  didn’t  really  know  and  wondered  if 
they  were  isolated  or  uncommon 
examples  of  ethical  cynicism.  On  reflec¬ 
tion,  I  decided  they  aren’t. 

As  one  looks  around,  the  “golden  rule 
in  reverse”  is  everywhere  in  evidence  as 
though  it  is  an  integral  social  value.  We 
tend  to  expect  the  worst  of  others  and  to 
protect  our  own  interests  accordingly. 
From  large  and  small  corporations  who 
exploit  a  favorable  market  situation  to 
get  all  they  can  while  they  can  ...  to 
unions  who  bargain  on  the  premise  that 
outlandish  demands  must  be  made  in 
order  to  secure  reasonable  contracts  .  .  . 
to  individuals  who  will  stop  at  nothing  to 


advance  professionally,  or  who  will  rob 
their  employers  of  both  materials  and 
time  without  regarding  it  as  robbery  .  .  . 
the  “golden  rule  in  reverse”  is  with  us.  If 
we  look  honestly  at  ourselves,  each  of  us 
is  daily  tempted  to  “do  it  to  someone  else 
before  they  do  it  to  us.” 

Looking  around,  one  can  find 
businesses,  unions  and  individuals  who 
still  believe  and  seek  to  practice  the 
“golden  rule”  in  its  original  form.  But  if 
these  practitioners  are  not  to  be  regarded 
as  “chumps,”  neither  are  they  expected 
to  “get  ahead.” 

By  the  world’s  standards,  Jesus  was  a 
first-rate  “chump.”  No  one  in  his  right 
mind  would  care  about  the  problems  of 
persons  of  different  races  or  cultures.  No 
sane  man  would  consider  the  pains  and 
goals  of  others  as  equal  in  importance  to 
his  own  pains  and  goals.  No  one  would 
guess  that  the  most  genuine  means  of 
fulfilling  oneself  is  to  spend  oneself  in  the 
cause  of  fulfilling  the  needs  of  others.  But 
Jesus  did. 

Back  to  the  man  on  the  airplane.  After 
reflecting  on  his  last  volley,  I  said:  “I 
guess  we  all  have  to  decide  how  to  ap¬ 
proach  life.  You’re  entitled  to  your 
values,  and  I’m  entitled  to  mine.  I  don’t 
want  to  be  taken  advantage  of,  but 
neither  do  I  want  to  take  advantage.  I 
choose  to  think  the  best  of  people  and 
groups  until  given  reason  to  think 
otherwise.  I  try  to  forgive  one  who  abuses 
me,  although  that  is  never  easy.  In 
moments  of  weakness  I  may  prove  to  be 
a  hypocrite;  in  moments  of  strength  I 
may  be  a  ‘chump.’  But  given  the  choice, 
I’d  rather  be  a  chump  than  a  cynic.” 

“You’re  an  okay  chump,  but  still  a 
chump,”  he  said,  getting  the  last  word. 

Which  “golden  rule”  do  you  practice: 
the  one  given  us  by  Jesus  or  the  “golden 
rule  in  reverse.” 

—  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


IT'S  NOT  TOO  LATE 

To  become  a  part  of 

The  Lay  Witness  Experience 

In  The  Holy  Land 

November  22-29,  1975 

SJime  C-)f  S) hanbiyivinej 

Wit  neii  —  Study  —  lAJorLil  ops  _And  C  cfehration 

Cost  from  New  York:  only  $765 

For  full  information,  write:  Vance  D.  Archer  Jr.,  Director  of  Visitation  and 
Witness,  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  409  Terry  Place,  Hermitage,  Ten¬ 
nessee  67076. 

Spend  Thankgiving  where  Christ  walked. 
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‘An  absolute  evil’ 


Liquor  ads  opposed 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Curtailing 
liquor  advertising  is  the  focus  of  a 
current  legislative  effort  in  the  U.S. 
Congress. 

Representative  George  E.  Brown  Jr.  of 
California,  who  is  a  United  Methodist, 
has  introduced  a  bill  in  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  which  would  make 
liquor  advertising  non-deductible  as  a 
business  expense  item  for  tax  purposes. 

Congressman  Brown  told  TM/  UMR 
that  the  bill,  if  adopted,  would  have  the 
effect  of  putting  an  economic  penalty  on 
the  liquor  industry  by  removing  the  tax 
deduction  privilege. 

“Advertising,  which  amounts  to  about 
a  half  billion  dollars  annually,  would 
have  to  be  paid  out  of  industry  profits,” 
he  explained. 

Asked  why  he  has  taken  this  particular 
approach  to  liquor  control,  the 
congressman  said  “the  liquor  industry 
spends  massive  amounts  trying  to 
convey  the  idea  that  liquor  is  part  of  the 
good  life  that  one  needs  to  live  it  up  right. 
We  want  to  discourage  that  idea. 

“Personally,”  he  added,  “I  think  it’s 
an  absolute  evil  to  have  that  kind  of 
campaign  going  on  when  it  contributes  to 
massive  ills  in  society  which  we  have  to 
spend  billions  on  trying  to  correct.” 

“Nobody  thinks  Prohibition  was  a 
realistic  approach,  but  we  are  trying  for 
some  progress  in  focusing  attention  on 


the  problems  with  alcohol,”  Mr.  Brown 
said. 

The  Brown  bill  has  an  impressive  list  of 
approximately  90  bi-partisan  sponsors. 
Other  similar  bills  have  been  introduced. 

Does  the  Brown  bill  (HR  1659)  have  a 
chance  of  passage? 

“The  Establishment  here  doesn’t  want 
it  to  come  to  a  vote  because  it  would  put 
people  on  the  spot.  All  the  bills  are  still  in 
committee,”  Mr.  Brown  said. 

However,  the  Congressman  reported 
that  Ways  &  Means  Committee  Chair¬ 
man  Ullman  has  agreed  to  bring  a 
request  for  hearings  on  the  bill  to  the  full 
committee  for  a  decision  during  the  next 
month  or  two.  Hearings  would  provide  an 
opportunity  for  people  to  get  their 
opinions  out  on  the  public  record  and 
create  an  awareness  in  Congress. 

Mr.  Brown  said  if  hearings  were  held 
and  the  bill  were  to  be  voted  out  of 
committee,  it  would  face  even  more 
massive  opposition  on  the  floor. 
“Probably,  the  anti-liquor  forces  can’t 
match  the  resources  of  the  liquor 
people,”  he  said. 

“I  would  personally  welcome  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
but  wouldn’t  recommend  a  lobbying 
campaign,  he  said.  “It  would  probably  be 
met  with  charges  of  interference  in 
political  affairs  or  of  moving  back  to 
Prohibition.” 


Has  United  Methodism  lost  its 
concern  over  alcohol  abuse? 


They  come  with  a  variety  of  labels  and 
their  contents  have  different  colors  and 
tastes,  but  the  bottles  have  one  thing  in 
common.  They  all  contain  alcohol.  That 
liquid  has  become  the  No.  1  drug  problem 
in  the  country,  with  an  estimated  9 
million  Americans  suffering  from  the 
disease  of  alcoholism.  [See  stories  on  this 

page.]  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTC 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

Alcohol  abuse  is  being  ’called  the 
nation’s  No.  1  drug  problem. 

Experts  agree  that  alcohol  has  the 
most  addicts,  the  highest  record  of  sales 
and  causes  more  social  problems  than 
any  other  drug. 

“But  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
mute  and  lacking  in  any  kind  of  vigorous 
attack  on  the  problem,”  charged  Min¬ 
nesota  Area  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of 
Minneapolis. 

Many  persons  concerned  with  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse  both  inside  and  outside  of 
the  church  agree  the  church  has  lost  its 
voice.  Why  has  Methodism,  which  once 
was  among  the  leaders  in  the  fight  for 
Prohibition,  been  so  silent  in  recent 
years?  Several  persons  contacted  by 
TM/  UMR  give  these  reasons: 

•  The  average  member  of  the  church 
has  escalated  into  the  upper  middle  class 
where  drinking  has  social  benefits. 

•  Other  social  problems  caught  church 
attention,  such  as  war,  civil  rights  and 
now  poverty  and  world  hunger. 

•  The  view  that  the  individual  should 
have  the  right  to  pursue  his  or  her  own 
private  desire  so  long  as  it  didn’t  harm 
others  replaced  the  old  moral  stance 
churchpersons  held  in  the  fight  against 
liquor. 

“Intense  cultural  pressure  for  con¬ 
sumption  in  a  drug  oriented  society”  was 


AMU  makes  comeback 

Alaska  school  gets  new  lease  on  life 


Church  helps  lessen  Boston  school  crisis 

BOSTON  —  Active  involvement  by  United  Methodists  and  other  peacemakers  to 
relieve  tension  and  calm  the  atmosphere  here  apparently  has  met  with  results. 
Security  was  relaxed  somewhat  as  the  second  week  of  the  Phase  II  court-ordered 
busing  in  the  public  school  system  began.  There  was  an  apparent  marked  increase 
in  attendance  at  the  schools,  particularly  among  white  students  who  had  previously 
boycotted  classes.  Here,  a  black  student  and  a  white  student  clasp  hands  through  a 
window  as  a  bus  pulled  up  in  front  of  racially-troubled  Charlestown  High  School. 
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Under  socialist  government 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

ANCHORAGE  —  Alaska  Methodist 
University  has  made  an  amazing 
comeback. 

That  is  the  enthusiastic  report  from 
school  officials  here  and  a  church 
education  executive  in  Nashville,  Term. 

The  new  lease  on  life  for  the  debt- 
ridden  church  college  came  with  a  $2.3 
million  grant  from  the  Alaska  state 
legislature  early  this  summer.  The 
agreement  poured  much  needed  cash 
into  the  school  and  also  gave  the  state  an 
option  to  purchase  the  school  at  the  end  of 
two  years. 

The  legislature  also  passed  a  student 
subsidy  bill  equalizing  tuition  for 
students  at  independent  and  state 
universities.  The  bill  makes  it  as 
economical  to  attend  AMU  as  the  state 
owned  university,  school  officials  say. 

AMU’s  Board  of  trustees  had  voted  in 
November  1974  to  sell  the  buildings  and 
land  to  the  state  as  the  only  way  to  satisfy 
its  financial  obligations.  However,  the 


Missionaries  have  freedom  to  decide 
whether  to  stay  in  Mozambique 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  All  U.S. 
missionaries  have  not  been  withdrawn 
from  Mozambique  and,  contrary  to  some 
reports,  the  missionaries  were  not 
“ordered”  by  the  U.S.  State  Department 
to  leave  the  newly  independent  African 
nation  shaping  a  socialist  society. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  as  of 
Sept.  17,  had  13  missionaries  in 
Mozambique  and  reported  no  plans  for  a 
wholesale  withdrawal. 

A  number  of  conservative  evangelical 
agencies  apparently  did  recall  personnel 
in  response  to  a  State  Department  ad¬ 
visory  that  the  absence  of  U.S.- 
Mozambican  diplomatic  relations  raised 
questions  about  the  safety  of  Americans 
in  the  former  Portuguese  colony. 

Dr.  Lois  Miller,  head  of  the  World 
Division  of  the  UMC  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  here,  said  denominational 
missionaries  in  Mozambique  have  the 
right  to  decide  whether  they  will  remain 
to  work  under  the  new  conditions. 

Mozambique  gained  independence 
from  Portugal  last  July.  The  government 
was  handed  over  to  FRELIMO,  a  black 
liberation  movement,  which  has  char¬ 
tered  a  socialist  course. 

All  private,  including  church-related, 
medical  and  educational  facilities  have 
been  nationalized.  The  government  in 
Lourenco  Marques  says  that  expatriate 
personnel  will  be  allowed' to  work  in 
hospitals  and  schools  if  they  sign  con¬ 
tracts  with  appropriate  ministries,  Dr. 
Miller  noted,  in  a  joint  statement  with 
Sue  Robinson  of  the  World  Division’s 
Africa  Desk. 

“Bruce  Broughton,  M.D.,  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  doctor  at  Chicuque 
Hospital,  was  asked  to  sign  a  contract 
with  the  Ministry  of  Health,”  the  women 
said.  “He  chose  not  to  sign,  as  he  could 
not  agree  to  the  condition  that  he  might 
be  sent  anywhere  in  the  country.” 

Dr.  Broughton,  his  wife  and  family 
were  expected  to  leave  Mozambique  and 


arrive  home  at  an  early  date. 

“All  other  United  Methodist 
missionary  personnel  are  continuing  at 
their  posts,”  Dr.  Miller  and  Miss 
Robinson  said.  “Those  engaged  in 
medical  work,  other  than  Dr.  Broughton, 
have  not  yet  been  asked  to  sign  con¬ 
tracts.” 

“Pastors’  schools  and  seminaries  were 
not  affected  by  the  nationalization  decree 


and  are  continuing  under  the  auspices  of 
the  church.  Five  of  the  13  United 
Methodist  missionaries  in  Mozambique 
teach  at  the  pastors’  school  at  Cambine.” 

The  board  statement  said  that 
missionaries  in  Mozambique  will  be 
upheld  in  “whatever  decision  they  make 
as  to  the  signing  of  contracts  with 
Mozambican  ministries.” 


Women’s  employment  in 
church  highlights  agenda 
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TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

ERLANGER,  Ky.  —  Eradicating  the 
“oppressive  climate  of  employment”  for 
women  in  the  church  was  adopted  here 
last  weekend  by  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  (CSRW)  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  its  major 
agenda  for  1976.  And  for  the  next 
quadrennium  if  General  Conference 
agrees  to  continue  it  as  a  standing 
commission. 

Advocacy  of  affirmative  action 
programs  is  viewed  as  the  primary 
method  of  attack  on  employment 
practices,  but  the  approach  also  includes 
advocacy  of  individuals. 

In  a  specific  case  the  CSRW  decided  to 
stand  in  support  of  Jane  Mills  Reed  in 
calling  the  personnel  policies  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  into 
question. 

Ms.  Reed,  the  associate  general 
secretary  of  that  board’s  Division  of 
Emerging  Social  Issues,  was  informed 
Sept.  11  by  board  president,  Bishop 
James  Armstrong,  that  the  Personnel 
Committee  would  recommend  she  not  be 
re-nominated  because  of  1)  professional 
incompetence,  and  2)  unsatisfactory 
inter-personal  relations.  She  has  not  met 
with  the  Personnel  Committee  since  the 
announcement. 

Bishop  Armstrong  told  TM/  UMR  the 
only  body  which  could  make  a  final 
recommendation  on  her  continuance  or 
dismissal  is  the  division  and  the  whole 
board,  which  will  meet  in  October. 

He  said  it  was  standard  procedure  for 
the  personnel  committee  to  make 
evaluations  and  recommendations  to  the 
divisions.  He  informed  the  chairperson  of 
the  division  by  telephone  within  48  hours 
of  the  decision.  “Any  further  evaluation 
will  have  to  be  made  by  the  division,”  he 
said. 

The  Commission  has  requested  a 
meeting  with  the  board’s  personnel 
committee  before  Oct.  5  regarding  its 
policies  and  procedures. 

In  other  business,  CSRW  returned  an 
experimental  edition  of  a  life  styles 
curriculum  for  “substantial  revision." 
The  Commission  had  originally  asked  the 
section  on  curriculum  resources  of  the 


Board  of  Discipleship  to  develop  it. 

Members  of  the  Life  Styles  Task  Force 
of  CSRW  said  it  was  “almost  contrary" 
to  what  they  had  hoped.  Chairperson 
Roberta  Sugden,  Douglas,  Neb.,  said, 
“We  don’t  want  it  to  feed  prejudice  but  to 
help  people  draw  sound  conclusions.” 

Research  just  completed  on  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  women  in  the  church  in¬ 
dicates  percentage  increases  at  all 
levels.  . 

The  number  of  women  in  the  ordained 
ministry  increased  from  1.0  percent  in 
1971  to  1.75  percent  in  1974. 

Legislation  to  be  sent  to  the  1976 
General  Conference  includes  the 
proposal  that  CSRW  be  made  a  standing 
commission  with  the  primary  purpose  of 
eliminating  sexism  from  the  total  life  of 
the  church.  Its  membership  would  be 
over  one-third  racial/  ethnic  minority. 

The  proposed  budget  of  over  $2  million 
for  the  quadrennium  includes  plans  for 
expansion  of  its  staff  from  two  to  seven, 
and  addition  of  three  regional  offices. 

Third  World  members  called  the 
Commission  to  identify  more  with  the 
concerns  of  women  in  the  Third  World. 
Mrs.  Nora  Boots,  a  member  of  the  Latin 
American  office  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  said,  “We  hope  your  struggle 
for  liberation  will  result  in  something 
more  than  women  replacing  men  as  our 
oppressors  in  the  Third  World."  The 
Commission  agreed  to  make  Third  World 
Concerns  an  emphasis  at  its  spring 
meeting  along  with  a  Biblical  and 
theological  emphasis. 

The  Commission  also  will  ask  the 
National  Council  of  Church’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  Women  to  organize  a  con¬ 
sultation  on  Ethnic  Women  in  Ministry. 

Other  legislation  proposed  would,  if 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference, 
make  annual  conference  boards  of 
ministry  half  lay  and  half  clergy,  and 
include  women,  extend  the  one-third 
laywomen,  one-third  laymen,  one-third 
clergy  formula  to  the  annual  conference 
councils,  boards  and  agencies  and  to  the 
sub-units  of  general  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies;  and  make  40  percent  of  the 
executive  staffs  of  every  general  agency 
women. 


legislature  passed  the  two  bills  which 
extended  the  life  of  AMU. 

AMU  trustee  Eunice  Beene  of  Dallas, 
Tex.  told  TM/  UMR  that  Gov.  Jay 
Hammond  and  many  legislators  wanted 
a  dual  university  system  in  the  state  — 
both  independent  and  state-owned  —  and 
were  willing  to  help  keep  open  the  only 
four-year  independent  college  in  Alaska. 

The  new  president  elected  last  month, 
Robert  K.  Dellenbach,  comes  into  the 
office  with  the  assignment  by  the 
trustees  to  “turn  the  school  around,”  said 
Mrs.  Beene.  Dr.  Dellenbach,  a  38-year 
old  Morman,  had  been  acting  president 
since  May  and  had  been  vice-president 
for  development  and  professor  of 
business  since  1972.  He  is  the  fourth 
president  of  the  15-year  old  institution. 

“The  institution  made  a  spectacular 
turn  around,”  TM/  UMR  was  told  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Trotter,  general  secretary  of  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  Nashville.  “Generally,  I’m 
very  pleased.  It  was  like  the  Perils  of 
Pauline  for  several  years. 

“But  the  church  is  still  involved  in 
AMU;  our  assets  are  intact,”  he  said. 
“And  the  school  and  Dr.  Dellenbach  have 
good  support  in  Anchorage  and 
throughout  the  state.” 

Fall  enrollment  figures  are  not  com¬ 
plete  but  preliminary  reports  indicate  300 
full-time  and  118  part-time  students 
enrolled,  providing  351  “full-time 
equivalency”  students.  (“Full-time 
equivalency”  means  a  full-time  student 
or  several  part-time  students  whose 
tuition  payments  total  that  of  a  full-time 
person.) 

Registration  officials  show  excitement 
at  the  possibility  of  reaching  more  than 
400  full-time  equivalencies  by  mid¬ 
semester.  The  magic  number  400  is  the 
figure  needed,  say  school  officials,  to 
balance  the  budget. 

"We  will  definitely  have  a  balanced 
budget  this  year,”  promised  President 
Dellenbach. 

Efforts  are  now  underway  by  United 
Methodists  in  the  Portland  Area  (which 
includes  the  Alaska  Mission  Conference) 
to  request  $500,000  per  year  from  the 
General  Conference  during  1976-80  for 
AMU. 

“I  am  firmly  committed  to  the  future 
of  AMU,”  said  Dr.  Trotter,”  yet  how 
that’s  translated  into  actual  dollars  must 
be  balanced  with  the  church’s  respon¬ 
sibility  toward  all  our  institutions  of 
higher  education.  Some  continuing 
support  seems  necessary,  but  the  amount 
is  less  clear  at  present." 


cited  by  Dr.  Dudley  Ward  as  a  major 
factor  in  lowered  interest.  He  is  the 
general  secretary  of  the  church’s  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  Washington, 
D.C.  “While  not  as  vigorously  ar¬ 
ticulated,  perhaps,  as  in  earlier  eras,  the 
church  has  the  official  position  of 
preferring  non- indulgence  and  continues 
to  be  concerned  about  prevention  and 
rehabilitation,”  he  said. 

The  main  concern  of  the  board  with  the 
drug  issue,  as  with  other  issues  such  as 
racism  and  sexism,  is  helping  people 
make  responsible  moral  decisions  that 
take  into  account  individual  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  general  welfare  of  society, 
Dr.  Ward  said. 

However,  Bishop  Clymer  told 
TM/  UMR  he  is  concerned  about  the 
church’s  seeming  lack  of  concern  about 
the  issue. 

“In  our  complex  society  where  one 
person’s  drinking  often  puts  so  many 
other  lives  in  jeopardy,  it  is  not  simply  a 
personal  choice,”  the  Bishop  said.  “ITie 
church  has  abdicated  responsibility  in 
not  seriously  grappling  with  the  ethical 
questions  either  in  its  pulpits  or  church 
schools,  while  initiative  in  treatment  has 
been  turned  over  largely  to  secular 
agencies.” 

Where  do  members  stand? 

Where  do  United  Methodist  members 
stand  today  on  the  alcohol  issue? 

Deeply  divided. 

United  Methodist  thinking  on  alcohol 
use  and  non-use  can  be  characterized  by 
three  ethical  positions,  said  Dr.  Joseph 
Allen,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  ethics 
professor. 

First,  there  is  the  absolutist,  ‘dry’ 
position.  Such  persons  make  an 
unqualified  moral  judgment  of  drink¬ 
ing,  Dr.  Allen  said.  The  evil  is  in 
breaking  the  rule  not  to  drink.  The  an¬ 
swer  is  total  abstinence  in  all  cases  and 
political  action  to  eliminate  its 
availability. 

The*second  and  middle  group,  he  said, 
is  concerned  about  the  obvious  dangers 
of  alcohol  to  the  individual  and  society, 
but  doesn’t  think  there  is  any  simple 
solution  to  the  problem.  The  concern  of 
these  persons  is  primarily  to  assist  the 
victims  of  alcoholic  abuse. 

This  position  leads  to  a  variety  of 
approaches,  such  as:  providing  better 
resources  for  counseling  the  alcoholic, 
educational  programs  to  teach  people  the 
dangers  of  alcohol  and,  sometimes, 
legislation  restricting  serious  abuses. 

The  third  group,  Dr.  Allen  said,  is 
relatively  unconcerned  about  alcohol  as 
a  problem  or  is  disturbed  with  anyone 
who  even  gives  the  problem  attention. 
They  want  to  be  left  alone.  And  they  often 
hold  a  caricatured  view  of  any  alter¬ 
native  as  a  threatened  return  to 
Prohibition. 

In  addition  to  and  because  of  these 
deep  divisions  in  opinion  among  the 
church’s  membership,  there  is  an  over¬ 
all  reluctance  to  discuss  the  issue  of 
alcohol  use  or  non-use  at  all,  said  the 
Rev.  Theo  “Doc”  Benson,  Mangum, 
Okla.  He  is  chairperson  of  the  Oklahoma 
Conference  Committee  on  the  General 
Welfare  which  is  heading  up  an  effort  to 
bring  United  Methodists  and  other 
denominational  groups  together  in 
dialogue  and  action  in  a  unified  ministry 
to  persons  on  chemical  dependency. 

“Talking  about  alcohol  is  often  im¬ 
possible.  Those  who  would,  clam  up  and 
those  who  don’t,  point  a  finger  of  con¬ 
demnation,"  he  said.  “Before  anything 
can  get  done  church  members  need  to 
talk  with  each  other  openly  and  fairly.” 

TM/  UMR  talked  with  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Shipp,  pastor  of  Lovers  Lane  UMC, 
Dallas,  who  has  a  35  year  record  of  active 
ministry  to  alcoholic  persons. 

Not  our  problem 

“The  church  tends  to  feel  it’s  not  our 
problem  because  we  didn’t  help  create  it. 
What  usually  happens  is  that  the  alcohol 
abuser  is  treated  as  an  outcast,  is  ignored 
and  everyone  hopes  his  or  her  problem 
will  go  away  if  we  just  let  the  person 
alone  to  work  it  out,”  Dr.  Shipp  said. 

#‘The  average  minister,  like  most 
doctors,  doesn’t  understand  the  alcohol 
abuser.  They  find  counseling  with  them 
frustrating,  time  consuming  and  often 
unsuccessful.  Many  feel  they  have 
failed.” 


the  church  today 


UMC  membership  may  drop 
below  10  million 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (RNS)  —  “Educated 
guesses"  of  United  Methodist  statistical 
officials  here  indicate  that  the 
denomination’s  membership  has  fallen 
below  10  million. 

When  figures  are  finally  recapped  for 
1974,  staff  members  of  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  expect 
membership  to  stand  at  between 
8,975,000  and  9,985,000.  The  1974  total  was 
10,063,046. 

If  the  1975  projections  are  correct,  the 
current  membership  is  about  the  same  as 
the  Methodist  figure  for  1960  —  9,893,094. 

A  drop  below  10  million  still  leaves  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  the  nation's 
second  largest  Protestant  denomination. 
Larger  is  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  Third,  with  some  6.5  million 
members,  is  the  National  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  U.S. A.,  Inc.,  a  black 
denomination. 

U.M.  women  nominated  as  NCC 
vice-president 

NEW  YORK  —  Ms.  Dorothy  Height, 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Negro  Women  and  a  United  Methodist, 
has  been  nominated  to  serve  as  first  vice- 
president  of  the  National  Council  of' 
Churches  (NCC). 

She  is  on  the  slate  of  proposed  officers 
for  the  council’s  1975-78  triennium  to  be 


submitted  by  the  nominating  committee 
to  the  Governing  Board  for  action  at  its 
Oct.  10-12  meeting  here. 

Ms.  Height  is  director  of  the  YWCA’s 
Center  for  Racial  Justice.  A  member  of 
the  NCC’s  Governing  Board  since  1969, 
Ms.  Height  has  been  an  active  leader  in 
the  civil  rights  movement  and  is  the 
recipient  of  many  awards  for  her  con¬ 
tributions  to  it. 

William  Phelps  Thompson,  stated 
clerk  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  U.S. A.,  has  been  nominated  to 
serve  as  the  next  president  of  NCC. 
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But  the  local  church,  whatever  the  size, 
and  the  minister  can  be  very  effective  in 
helping  the  alcohol  troubled  "if  they  start 
with  a  person  in  trouble  and  deal  with  it 
from  the  person  point  of  view  and  not 
from  the  alcohol  point  of  view,”  Dr. 
Shipp  advised.  “The  ministry  of  the 
church  ought  to  be  to  put  the  person  back 
into  the  community.” 

Most  important  are  honesty,  love  and 
real,  caring  concern.  “People  may  make 
some  bloopers,  but  they  won’t  do  as  much 
damage  if  they  love  and  care,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Shipp  believes  the  church  needs  to 
work  in  close  cooperation  with  other 
community  organizations  such  as 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  (AA),  which  has  a 
unique  ministry  of  its  own. 

“Families  of  alcoholics  need  the  body 
of  the  church  and  its  support,  also,”  said 
Dr.  Shipp.  “They  are  too  often  isolated 
from  the  church.” 

Educational  efforts 

Another  area  of  ministry  is  the 
educational  efforts  to  overcome 
widespread  ignorance  about  alcohol  and 
drinking. 

The  Florida  Annual  Conference  Task 
Force  on  Drugs  and  Alcohol  has  un¬ 
dertaken  the  task  of  educating  people  to  a 
realistic  view  of  alcohol. 

Chairperson  Robert  E.  Stevens,  Cape 
Coral,  Fla.,  said  that  the  emphasis  in 
district  and  conference  seminars  is  on 
being  for  something  -  for  responsible 
decisions  and  for  “the  witness  of  ab¬ 
stinence”  as  a  valid  lifestyle  —  rather 
than  on  being  simply  against  drinking. 

A  new  curriculum  unit  for  senior  highs 
is  scheduled  to  go  into  use  in  late 
November  in  the  New  York  Conference 
which  highlights  the  U.M.  position 
recommending  abstinence,  reported 
chairperson  Dr.  Thelma  Williams,  New 
York  City. 

Church  leaders  working  on  alcohol 
concerns  are  in  general  agreement  that 
another  area  of  ministry  is  in  presenting 
a  positive  alternative  to  the  image  widely 
conveyed  by  television  dramas  and  the 
movies  that  every  crisis  situation  calls 
for  a  drink. 

Two  recent  reports,  one  by  the  federal 
government  and  a  recent  analysis  by 
The  Christian  Science  Monitor  confirm 
that  liquor  is  a  factor  on  more  than  80  per 
cent  of  the  regular,  prime-time  network 
shows. 

Massive  job  to  do 

With  such  a  massive  job  to  do,  present 
church  efforts  still  do  not  seem  to  be 
proportionate  to  the  task,  many  church- 
persons  believe. 

The  only  church-wide  emphasis,  which 
is  split  between  drugs  and  alcohol,  comes 
in  mid-November  on  Drug  and  Alcohol 
Concerns  Sunday. 

The  Department  of  Drug  and  Alcohol 
Concerns  in  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  a  staff  of  two  and  receives  no 
World  Service  funding.  Its  entire  annual 
income  of  about  $70,000  comes  from 
interest  on  an  endowment  established 
years  ago  for  the  former  Board  of 
Temperance.  According  to  Ruth 
Hargraves,  assistant  to  the  director  with 
responsibility  for  program  planning, 
“there  is  no  real  effort  in  present 
curriculum  materials  to  deal  with  drug 
and  alcohol  concerns.  We’re  considering 
developing  a  unit  for  the  next 
quadrennium.” 

The  department  devotes  its  attention  to 
education  and  communication,  she 
reported.  The  prime  communication 
vehicle  is  a  monthly  newsletter,  “DAC” 
which  is  circulated  to  approximately 
1,000  persons. 

Also,  the  office  maintains  liaison  with 
other  organizations  working  on  alcohol 
problems  and  responds  to  inquiries  from 
local  churches  about  how  to  get  involved 
and  how  to  hook  up  with  community 
resources. 

“We  have  on  our  hands  a  very  complex 
human  problem,”  said  Mr.  Benson.  “But 
as  I  understand  the  Gospel,  the  business 
of  the  church  to  heal  brokenness.  I 
believe  the  community  of  faith  is 
essential  in  bringing  hope  and  healing  in 
all  areas  of  alcohol  and  drug  concerns.” 


Classified 


Rate:  35c  per  word.  *lgure  or  initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  a> 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.7o 
Service  charge  or  blind  f"ls  $1.00  per  Insertion. 


ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  for  young  women's 
residence  In  San  Francisco.  Christian  woman 
with  administrating  ability.  Salary,  apart¬ 
ment.  food  allowance.  Send  resume  to  Bessie 
Ponessa.  1043  Gilbert  SL.  Hayward.  Cal.  94541. 


CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  1234  Fisher. 
Waco.  Texas  78705.  Phone  (817  )  754-8231  (of¬ 
fice).  776-5745  (home). 


FREE!  "300  Humorous  Illustrations  for 
Religious  Speakers"  when  you  subscribe  to  the 
"Journal  of  Religious  Speaking."  a  monthly 
resource  service  for  persons  seeking  to  share 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  from  pulpit  or 
platform.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Only  $10 
per  year  from  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory.  P.O.  Box  11025.  Knoxville,  TN. 
37919. 


HAVE  A  WINTER  HOLIDAY  In  England. 
Consider  a  trip  with  Putsy  Trice.  Leaving  late 
Dec.  25.  returning  Jan.  4.  Write:  3022  South¬ 
western.  Dallas.  Texas,  for  details.  Call:  (214) 
363-9208. 


RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park.  1850 
Alice  St.,  Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 


CASSETTE  TAPES  ARE  IDEAL  for  Sunday 
school,  pastor's  study  or  church  library. 
Twelve  Scotch  (3M).  Highlander.  C-90  blank 
tapes  In  an  ACO  smoke-colored  "Jewel  box" 
type  holder  —  $14  plus  $1  for  shipping.  That’s 
$15  for  a  dozen  low  noise,  quality  brand  C-90 
cassette  tapes  with  labels  attached  and  In  a 
beautiful  “lock-stack”  plastic  case  (Index 
labels  Included).  Send  $15  for  each  set  to: 
Church  Resource  Systems.  Dept.  ME.  P.  O. 
Box  990.  Dallas.  Texas  75221.  (Texas  residents 
add  5  per  cent  sales  tax  —  churches  none). 
Free  catalogue  available. 
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Tico  sets  of  U.M.  quintuplets 


Two  United  Methodist  congregations  recently  have  welcomed  quintuplets  to  their 
fold. 

The  sacrament  of  baptism  was  administered  to  the  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Rohrer  [top  photo]  at  Wesley  Memorial  UMC,  Baltimore.  Md..  last  June. 
The  Rev.  Paul  Jones,  who  also  had  performed  the  marriage  ceremony  for  the 
quints'  parents,  called  the  baptism  of  the  four  girls  and  one  boy.  now  “a  high  point” 
in  his  career. 

The  July  birth  of  the  Davis  quintuplets  [bottom  photo]  of  Lewisville.  Tex.,  has 
brought  joy  —  and  a  call  for  an  expanded  church  nursery  —  to  the  congregation  of 
the  First  UMC  there.  Publicity-shy  Jerry  and  Debbie  Davis  said  they  “just  don't  see 
how  we  could  take  them  to  a  restaurant  or  other  such  public  place.  Church  is  one  of 
the  few  places  we’ll  be  able  to  go  as  a  family.” 


TOP  PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  "THE  CIRCUIT 
RIDER"  (BALTIMORE  CONFERENCE). 

BOTTOM  PHOTO  BY  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE. 


Churches  told  to  become 
involved  in  academics 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  SEPTEMBER  26,  1975 

Readers  say:  Don’t  ban  handguns 

Most  survey  responses  oppose  church  position ,  involvement 


Question  Box  results 

Results  of  responses  to  the  Question  Box  survey  appearing  in  the  Sept.  5 
editions  of  TM-UMR  are  totaled  below.  Number  of  responses:  2,158. 

Two  general  agencies  of  the  UMC  recently  joined  a  “National  Coalition  to 
Ban  Handguns”  (NCHB).  They  cited  a  resolution  by  the  1972  General  Con-, 
ference  supporting  handgun  regulation  as  the  basis  of  their  involvement.  Some 
United  Methodists,  however,  have  voiced  objections  to  the  anti-handgun 
stance  of  the  church.  Readers  were  offered  the  opportunity  to  register  their 
views  by  filling  out  the  following  questionnaire. 

1.  Do  you  believe  that  the  UMC’s  General  Conference  should  take  a  position 
on  issues  such  as  handgun  control? 

•a.  36.6%  —  Yes 

b.  61.5%  —  No 

c.  1.9%  —  Uncertain 

2.  Given  our  General  Conference’s  support  for  legislation  to  regulate  the 
private  ownership  of  handguns  (not  including  law  enforcement  officials, 
military  personnel,  security  guards,  antique  collectors,  etc.),  do  you  consider  it 
appropriate  for  a  UMC  general  agency  to  join  an  organization  such  as  the 
“National  Coalition  to  Ban  Handguns”? 

a.  26.9%  —  Yes 

b.  70.8%  —  No 

c.  2.3%  —  Uncertain 

3.  Do  you  believe  that  the  ownership  of  handguns  by  persons  other  than 
policemen,  servicemen,  security  guards,  antique  collectors,  etc.  should  be 
forbidden? 

a.  26.7%  —  Yes 

b.  71.4%  —  No 

c.  1.9%  —  Uncertain 

4.  Do  you  believe  that  the  regulation  of  handgun  ownership,  if  legislated,  will 
substantially  lower  the  murder  rate  in  the  United  States? 

a.  26.9%  —  Yes 

b.  69.5%  —  No 

c.  3.6%  —  Uncertain 

Respondents:  50.6%  Laymen  33.2%  Laywomen  16.2%  Ministers 

Age  group:  18  &  under  19-35  36-50  51-64  65  &  over 
2.9%  17.1%  34.5%  26.9%  18.6% 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  A  professor 
from  Germany  who  has  studied  U.S. 
higher  education  for  10  years  advises 
churches  to  stop  sitting* in  university 
chapels  and  become  directly  involved  in 
academic  affairs  if  they  wish  to  influence 
American  intellectual  life. 

Dr.  Hans  Dieter  Betz,  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  United  Methodism’s  School 
of  Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif.,  says 
there  is  too  much  church  “sponsorship,” 
at  colleges  and  universities  and  too  little 
church  challenge  to  what  passes  for 
“knowledge.” 

“Church  and  theology  have  an  im¬ 
portant,  if  not  decisive,  contribution  to 
make  in  the  ongoing  struggle  for 
knowledge,”  he  wrote  in  the  first  issue  of 
“Occasional  Papers,”  published  by  the 
U.M.  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

While  churches  have  founded  many 
institutions  of  higher  education  in 
America,  he  said,  the  role  of  founders 
today  is  limited  chiefly  to  administrative 
and  financial  sponsorship  of  largely 
secular  operations. 

The  two  other  roles  Dr.  Betz  sees 
churches  playing  are  those  of  providing 
“spiritual”  and  “social  services”  to 
students  and  maintaining  seminaries  for 
the  “training”  of  ministers. 

Most  of  the  actual  work  of  universities, 
he  wrote,  occurs  with  no  church  in¬ 
volvement.  “Even  the  connections  be¬ 
tween  university  religion  departments 
and  the  churches  are  incidental  and 
marginal,”  he  said.  "Secular  depart¬ 
ments  have  no  connections  with  the 
business  of  the  churches. 

“Research  is  carried  out  entirely 
outside  of  the  churches.  This  is  true  not 
only  of  sensitive  areas  like  nuclear 
physics,  human  biology,  medicine  and 
others,  where  ethical  questions  must  be 
asked  and  answered,  but  also  of  fields 
immediately  relevant  for  the  self¬ 
understanding  of  the  churches  (such  as 
history,  Bible,  philosophy,  psychology  ).” 

The  result.  Dr.  Betz  continued,  is  that 
the  great  intellectual  achievements, 
controversies  and  failures  of  the  modern 
world  happen  without  significant  in¬ 
volvement  of  Christian  churches. 

Not  even  seminaries  —  stationed  at 
universities  or  with  their  own  ad¬ 
ministrations.  are  expected  to  take  part 
in  intellectual  creativity. 

“The  real  task  for  the  Christian 
churches  is  to  challenge  the  concept  of 
■knowledge’  which  is  presently  ad¬ 
vocated  in  the  "technology-oriented' 
university,”  he  said,  “by  representing 
within  and  as  part  of  the  university 
another  dimensions  of  the  human  quest 
for  knowledge." 

Many  professors  and  students  will  not 
understand  or  appreciate  the  churches’ 
task,  Dr.  Betz  said,  since  the  institutions 
are  presently  “indoctrinated  by  the  in¬ 
terests  of  technology.” 

But  he  continued,  "If  God  is  the 
ultimate  and  total  reality  in  which  we 
exist,  any  quest  for  ‘knowledge’  on  the 
part  of  humanity  involves  the  quest  for 
that  ultimate  reality  ...  To  say  this 
outside  of  the  university  is  relatively 
easy;  to  say  it  as  a  responsible  scholar 
within  the  university  is  a  provocation.” 

Dr.  Betz  proposed  two  steps  churches 
could  take  in  attempting  to  fulfill  their 
task  within  universities: 

—  Establish  theological  departments 
with  professors  who  would  have  to 
establish  scholarly  credibility  by  making 


contributions  to  various  fields  of 
knowledge. 

—  Make  seminaries  more  than 
training  centers  for  ministerial  can¬ 
didates. 


ERLANGER,  Ky.  (UMC)  -  Six 
national  program  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  have  been  commended 
for  “an  excellent  job  of  formulating  and 
following  goals  and  priorities”  based  on 
their  assigned  responsibilities. 

This  conclusion  has  been  reached  by  a 
key  unit  of  the  denomination  charged 
with  reviewing  and  evaluating  the 
performance  of  national  agencies  —  the 
section  on  evaluation  and  review  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM). 

At  the  same  time,  the  program 
agencies  have  been  asked  to  give  more 
attention  to  “being  more  responsive  to 
the  program  needs  of  people  in  the  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  local  churches.” 

In  addition  to  over-all  evaluation,  the 
unit  made  specific  recommendations 
about  agencies  and  their  work,  such  as: 

•  Asking  that  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  be  made  a 
standing  commission  of  the  church, 
which  would  extend  its  life  beyond  1976. 

•  Calling  for  expansion  of  United 
Methodist  national  and  international 
affairs  seminars,  particularly  at  con¬ 
ference  and  local  levels. 

•  Recommending  provision  ’  of 
resources  to  aid  in  “understanding  the 
meaning  of  evangelism  in  our 
theologically  pluralistic  church.” 

The  report  was  approved  by  the  section 
Sept.  15-17  at  the  Marydale  Center  of 
Christian  Renewal  here.  The  report  is  in 
"virtually  final  form”  for  transmittal  to 
the  full  GCOM  at  its  Dec.  2-5  meeting  in 
St.  Louis,  Mcr.,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  J. 
McCune,  Ithaca.  N.Y.,  section  chair¬ 
person.  After  action  by  the  GCOM,  the 
report  will  go  to  General  Conference. 

Besides  the  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women,  the  program 
agencies  evaluated  are  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
and  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

In  general  comments,  the  report 
recommends:  "Our  evaluation  leads  us 
to  the  conclusion  that  in  the  future,  ex¬ 
cept  for  highly  unusual  circumstances,  it 
would  be  desirable  if  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  did  not  establish  study  com¬ 
missions,  committees  or  task  groups  to 
do  work  already  assigned  to  the  general 
agencies  by  the  ‘Book  of  Discipline'.” 

Following  the  commendation  come 
some  admonitions: 

•  “One  of  the  major  tasks  of  all  the 
program  agencies  is  to  develop  effective 
communication  with  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  to  be  more  responsive  to  the 
program  needs  of  people  in  the  annual 
conferences  and  local  churches.” 

•  “One  of  the  tendencies  in  the  general 
agencies  is  to  use  technical  jargon. 
Agencies  should  communicate  with 
people  in  local  churches  in  clear  and 
understandable  language.” 

•  All  agencies  are  asked  to  draw  up 
criteria  and  procedures  for  staff  per¬ 
sonnel  policies,  including  procedures  for 
handling  of  grievances. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
About  seven  out  of  every  ten  readers 
who  responded  to  a  recent  TM/  UMR 
“Question  Box”  survey  oppose  the 
banning  of  privately  owned  handguns, 
feel  that  such  a  ban  would  not  lower  the 
national  murder  rate,  and  object  to 
national  church  agencies  belonging  to  the 
National  Coalition  to  Ban  Handguns 
(NCBH).  Slightly  more  than  six  out  of 
every  ten  respondents  believe  the  UMC 
General  Conference  should  not  even  take 
a  position  on  such  an  issue,  (see  The  Box 
Score  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Unlike  previous  “Question  Box’’ 
surveys  on  other  topics,  however,  the  gun 
control  issue  drew  widely  different 
responses  from  different  regions  of  the 
nation  and  showed  a  considerable  dif¬ 
ference  in  opinion  between  men  and 
women  responding.  As  has  been  the  case 
in  other  surveys,  there  also  was  a  con¬ 
siderable  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  clergy  and  the  laity. 

The  2,158  total  responses  came  from 
nearly  every  state  in  the  union,  but  the 
bulk  of  the  responses  came  from  16  states 
where  TM/  UMR  has  the  greatest  part  of 
its  circulation.  States  most  heavily 
against  gun  control  legislation  and 
church  participation  in  such  were: 
Pennsylvania,  Texas,  Tennessee, 
Colorado,  Louisiana  and  New  Mexico.  In 
these  states  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  handguns  should  be  banned  drew  as 
high  as  88  per  cent  negative  responses. 
None  of  these  states  registered  fewer 
than  75  per  cent  negative  responses. 

On  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum,  three 
areas  approved  both  the  banning  of 
handguns  and  participation  of  the  church 
in  efforts  to  promote  such  a  ban.  In 
Illinois  (most  responses  came  from  the 
UMC’s  Northern  Illinois  Conference)  59 
per  cent  of  the  respondents  called  for  the 
banning  of  handguns. 

In  the  responses  from  California 
(which  included  Arizona,  Nevada  and 
Hawaii  as  part  of  conferences  related  to 
California)  57  per  cent  called  for  a  ban 
and  in  Maryland  and  Delaware  52  per 
cent  favored  banning  of  handguns. 

All  other  regional  areas  opposed 
banning  of  handguns  and  church  par¬ 
ticipation  in  such  an  issue  by  varying 
degrees.  On  the  question  of  banning 
handguns,  those  areas  opposed  such  a 
banning  by  the  following  percentages: 
Florida,  65  per  cent;  Minnesota,  69  per 
cent;  Kansas  69  per  cent;  Missouri,  73 
per  cent;  and  all  others  combined,  64  per 
cent. 

Comparisons  between  the  laity  and  the 
clergy  nationwide  showed  74  per  cent  of 


The  section  stressed  that  the  report, 
while  a  crucial  document,  is  part  of  a 
continuing  process.  “Evaluation  isn’t  a 
one  time  thing;  it’s  an  ongoing  process,” 
said  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gerald  L.  Clapsaddle, 
GCOM  assistant  general  secretary  for 
evaluation  and  review. 

The  process  has  included  visitation  of 
agency  meetings,  evaluation  hearings  at 
the  agencies’  headquarters,  annual 
conference  feedback  and  continuing 
dialog  with  agencies. 

The  section  gave  evaluative 
statements,  recommendations  and 
comments  on  “issues  in  process”  about 
each  agency.  A  few  were: 

The  General  Conference  should  make 
the  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  a  standing  commission  rather 
than  one  of  “fixed  duration.”  When 
created  in  1972,  the  commission  was 
given  only  a  quadrennial  assignment. 
The  report  says  the  commission  needs 
“substantial  increases  in  staffing  and 
financial  resources  to  fulfill  its  con¬ 
tinuing  mandates.” 

Terming  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  “the  strongest  voice  for  Christian 
social  concerns  of  any  denomination,” 
the  report  commends  the  board  for  its 
work  on  national  issues  and  says  it  should 
devote  "greater  attention  to  issues  of 
social  concern  at  the  state  and  local 
level.” 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  “has 
organized  into  a  brand  new  board  in  a 
commendable  way,"  the  report  notes. 
However,  it  expresses  concern  about 
“persistent  deficits”  in  the  board’s 
budget  and  says  contributing  factors 
“need  serious  study  and  corrective  ac¬ 
tion.” 

For  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
report  notes  “there  has  been  an  entry 
with  good  faith  into  conversations  with 
representatives  of  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  and  the  Good  News 
Fellowship  as  well  as  with  other  in¬ 
terested  groups,”  and  is  developing  a 
variety  of  methods  for  communicating 
with  annual  conferences,  local  churches 
and  other  diverse  constituencies. 

The  report  says  the  board  should 
consider  dealing  with  "fewer  functions  in 
order  to  perform  them  more  ef¬ 
fectively.” 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  is  commended  for  “reaching  for 
coherence  in  the  fulfillment  of  its  overall 
task.”  The  report  says:  “While  much  of 
the  church’s  role  in  higher  education  is 
involved  in  the  stewardship  of  financial 
resources,  equal  emphasis  must  be  given 
to  the  presentaiton  of  interpretive 
material  and  justification  for  the 
church's  presence  in  higher  education.” 

The  work  of  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  “is  recognized  across  the 
denomination  as  having  successfully 
raised  the  consciousness  of  persons  and 
organizations,  sensitizing  the  whole 
church  to  its  racist  attitudes  and 
behavior  patterns,”  the  report  declares, 
adding  that  more  attention  should  be 
given  to  racism  at  the  local  level. 


the  laity  responding  oppose  handgun 
legislation  while  55  per  cent  of  the 
ministers  responding  favor  such 
legislation.  On  the  question  of  whether 
the  church  should  take  a  position  on  such 
issues  as  handgun  control  the  split  was 
even  greater  —  70  per  cent  of  the 
ministers  said  “yes”  while  66  per  cent  of 
the  laity  said  “no.” 

Likewise,  there  were  differences  be¬ 
tween  responses  of  laymen  and 
laywomen  on  all  of  the  questions.  While 
86  per  cent  of  the  men  responding  op¬ 
posed  any  handgun  ban,  62  per  cent  of  the 
women  held  such  views.  While  76  per  cent 
of  the  men  said  the  church  should  not 
take  a  position  on  an  issue  such  as  gun 
control,  55  per  cent  of  the  women  made 
such  a  response. 

In  all  three  of  the  regional  areas  where 
gun  control  legislation  was  supported, 
the  vote  of  women  was  a  deciding  factor. 
In  the  California  responses  71  per  cent  of 
the  women  responding  favored  the 
banning  of  handguns  while  only  41  per 
cent  of  the  men  stated  such  views.  In 
Illinois,  71  per  cent  of  the  women 
responding  favored  the  banning  while  40 
per  cent  of  the  men  took  that  position. 

Two  Other  factors  were  evident  in 
question  box  results  as  significant 
departures  from  previous  TM/  UMR 
surveys  of  this  type:  (1.)  In  the  past, 
more  women  than  men  have  sent  in 
responses  to  issues  raised  in  question 
boxes.  On  this  issue  there  were  more  men 
responding  than  women.  (2.)  A  larger 
percentage  of  persons  18  years  old  and 
younger  answered  than  ever  before. 

The  most  frequently  stated  opinion 
from  those  opposed  to  handgun 
prohibition  was  that  “when  handguns  are 
outlawed  only  outlaws  will  have  hand¬ 
guns.”  The  following  are  representative 
of  those  comments: 

•  A  Greenwell  Springs,  La.,  layman: 
"In  the  world  of  today  the  church  has 
failed  to  Christianize  everyone,  and  the 
law  has  failed  to  catch  all  the  evil  doers 
—  so  the  average  citizen  must  be  his  own 
protector.” 

•  A  Saquache,  Colo.,  layman:  “If 
everyone  carried  a  gun  there  would  be 
fewer  killings.  If  citizens  are  deprived  of 
their  arms,  crime  would  run  rampant.” 

•  A  Timpson,  Tx.,  laywoman:  “My 
gun  is  my  bodyguard  and  I  won’t  part 
with  it.  They  are  great  protection  for  the 
elderly.” 

Others  opposed  handgun  legislation 
primarily  on  constitutional  grounds: 

•  A  Hagerstown,  Md.,  layman: 
“People  have  a  constitutional  right  to 
own  handguns.  To  take  them  would  be 
the  first  step  in  banning  all  guns.  Once  we 
are  disarmed  we  would  be  easy  pickings 
for  any  government  wanting  to  take  us 
over.” 

•  A  Clearwater,  Fla.,  laywoman:  “If 
we  let  the  anti-gun  folks  get  a  foot  in  the 
door  all  of  our  basic  freedoms  are  in 
danger.” 


Some  persons  said  handguns  are 
needed  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
where  law  enforcement  officials  are  not 
adequate: 

•  A  Kevil,  Ky.,  layman:  “We  live  in 
the  country  and  the  county  sheriff  just 
doesn’t  have  enough  staff  to  be 
everywhere.  If  criminals  didn’t  think 
there  is  a  gun  in  every  house  (and  there 
usually  is)  they  could  come  out  and  do 
anything  they  wanted.” 

•  A  Topeka,  Kan.,  laywoman: 
“People  in  the  city  just  don’t  understand 
what  it’s  like  to  live  in  the  country.  When 
I  lived  in  the  country  and  my  husband 
went  on  a  business  trip  I  would  have  been 
scared  to  death  without  a  gun. 

Among  those  persons  responding  in 
favor  of  banning  handguns,  the  most 
frequent  reason  was  that  handguns  are 
“for  killing  people”  and  that  ownership 
only  makes  a  violent  society  better 
armed. 

•  A  Chicago,  Ill.,  minister:  “Most 
crimes  of  passion  would  end  less 
tragically  if  guns  were  not  available 
everywhere  at  a  moment’s  notice.” 

•  A  Paris,  Tenn.,  layman:  “We  are 
the  most  crime  ridden  country  in  the 
Western  World.  Crime  statistics  show 
what  handgun  ownership  does.” 

•  A  Washington,  D.C.,  layman: 


“Handguns  are  more  danger  than 
protection.  A  handgun  ban  might  not  cut 
down  murders  but  it  definitely  would  cut 
down  accidents.” 

•  A  Wilmington,  Del.,  laywoman: 
“We  can  never  disarm  the  professional 
thugs,  but  we  can  disarm  the  amateur 
criminals  who  do  most  of  the  killing. 
That’s  well  worth  banning  handguns.” 

Correction 

Editor's  Note:  Several  errors  in 
TM/  UMR’s  recent  listing  of  delegates  to 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
have  been  brought  to  our  attention. 

Omissions:  North  Arkansas  Annual 
Conference,  General  Conference 
delegate,  clergy:  Ben  F.  Jordan,  D.S. 
Paragould;  West  Ohio  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  General  Conference  delegate, 
clergy:  John  F.  Osburn,  Columbus, 
conference  council  director. 

Corrections:  Central  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  General  Conference 
delegate,  clergy:  Dr.  Alice  Wonders, 
Fort  Worth,  professor  Texas  Wesleyan 
College;  Texas  Annual  Conference, 
General  Conference  delegate,  lay :  Hazel 
M.  Decker,  Jacksonville. 

We  regret  the  error. 
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Join  with  your  fellow  United  Methodists  on  this  fun- 
filled  Caribbean  Cruise  this  winter.  We  fly  from  our 
home  cities  to  New  Orleans  where  we  spend  one  night 
and  enjoy  a  tour  of  the  exciting  French  Quarter. 
Then  we  board  the  elegant,  brand-new  M.T.S.  Daphne 
(Greek  registry)  for  a  delightful  12-day  cruise  to  the 
Caribbean,  Cental  America,  and  Mexico. 

A  cruise  is  always  a  quality  way  to  travel  —  you 
unpack  just  once,  you  enjoy  excellent  food  and  serv¬ 
ice,  and  the  amenities  of  a  deluxe  resort  hotel,  in¬ 
cluding  a  swimming  pool,  movie  theater,  beauty  salon 
and  barber  shop. 

And  the  ports  of  call  are  so  interesting.  We  begin 
with  a  "Voyage  to  the  Cities  of  the  Dawn,"  the  incred¬ 
ible  cities  of  the  Mayan  civilization.  First  we  dock 
at  Playa  del  Carmen,  Yucatan  for  an  overland  excur- 


CRUISE 


January  25 
thru 

February  7 


sion  to  Chichen  Itza,  the  first  city  to  be  excavated 
in  the  New  World.  These  extraordinary  structures  will 
inspire  a  sense  of  awe  and  admiration.  Then  on  to 
Roatan  in  Honduras  —  a  palm-fringed  tropical  island 
with  wide,  white  beaches.  Next  is  Guatemala,  and  an 
excursion  to  the  largest  Mayan  ceremonial  center, 
Tikal.  This  city  of  almost  unparalleled  magnificence 
was  deserted  in  the  11th  century;  no  one  knows  why. 

Into  the  crystal-blue  Caribbean  we  sail,  docking  at 
the  gay  city  of  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica.  We  visit  the 
Tryall  Estate  with  its  175-year-old  waterwheel  and 
enjoy  the  magnificent  fields  of  bananas,  coffee,  and 
lime.  Nearby  is  Grand  Cayman  Island,  a  British  crown 
colony,  where  we  stop  to  shop  and  to  go  beach-comb¬ 
ing  if  you  wish.  We  return  to  New  Orleans  and  the 
end  of  a  relaxing,  fun  cruise  with  a  congenial  group 
of  United  Methodists. 


rtpya— » 


United  Methodist  Tours  are  escorted  by  a  Methodist  minister  for  the  entire  trip.  All  expenses  are  included, 
even  the  complicated  tipping  and  three  full  meals  a  day  (order  off  the  menu  whenever  possible).  You  know 
the  costs  BEFORE  you  go.  Now  is  the  time  to  travel  with  your  United  Methodist  Tours! 

Other  exciting  United  Methodist  Tours  are  the  all-surface  Western  Parks  (June  10-27),  a  British  Isles  Air 
Tour  (June  14-July  3),  all-surface  Alaska  (July  10-30),  Hawaii  Air  Tour  (July  18-Aug.  1),  an  air  tour  “Inside" 
Alaska  (Aug.  10-27),  and  a  Trans-Canal  Cruise  (Oct.  15- Nov.  6).  Look  for  notices  of  these  tours  in  upcom¬ 
ing  issues. 

For  complete  information  —  fill  in,  clip,  and  mail  today! 


UNITED  METHODIST  TOUR  DIVISION  —  1976 
Free  Folders  Wayfarer  Group  Travel,  Inc. 

SEND  TO:  2200  victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 


Name  _ 


City_ 


_  Zip  Code  _ 


I  would  like  to  receive  the  following 
folder: 

□  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 

I  understand  the  other  folders  will  be 
sent  to  me  at  a  later  date: 

□  Western  Parks  (June  10-27) 

□  British  Isles  (June  14-July  3) 

□  Alaska  (July  10-30) 

□  Hawaii  (July  18-Aug.  1) 

□  Inside  Alaska  (Aug.  10-27) 

□  Trans-Canal  Cruise  (Oct.  15-Nov.  6) 


Six  agencies  commended 
for  following  assignment 
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Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $3.00  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
requests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 

200  Carondelet  St. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 
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Amite  Church 


Join  the  Bishops  for  dinner  votes  to  aid 


The  Louisiana  Conference  is  hosting 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  International 
Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  in 
early  November,  and  members 
throughout  the  Conference  are  invited  to 
a  special  event  in  connection  with  the 
meeting. 

The  invitation  reads:  “Come  dine  and 
visit  informally  with  the  International 
Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Wednesday 
Evening,  November  12,  1975,  6:30  •  9:30 
P.M.  (give  or  take);  Dinner  at  Seven; 
Imperial  Room,  Fairmont  Hotel,  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana." 

This  is  the  first  time  that  our  Con¬ 
ference  has  hosted  this  important  Annual 
Meeting  of  Bishops,  and  the  time  is 
devoted  to  business  sessions.  However, 
they  will  take  time  out  from  their  busy 
schedule  that  week  to  be  the  guests  of  the 
laity  and  clergy  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  on  the  Wednesday  evening 
designated.  The  program  will  be  a 
combination  of  fellowship,  Louisiana 
food,  a  brief  informal  review  of  issues 
facing  the  bishops,  music  by  the  famous 
Olympia  Brass  Band,  Mardi  Gras  in 
miniature,  and  more  fun. 


Under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  “Ferd”  Grayson,  the  arrangements  committee  for 
the  Bishops'  Dinner  met  in  Baton  Rouge  to  finalize  plans  for  the  gala  evening  on 
November  12.  Shown  here  with  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield  are  members  of  the 
committee. 


Plans  are  to  have  at  least  one  bishop  at 
every  table,  and  this  will  provide  a  rare 
opportunity  to  exchange  ideas  and  to  get 
acquainted. 

It  is  advisable  to  make  your  reser¬ 
vations  at  the  very  earliest  possible 
date.  It  is  suggested  that  several  chur¬ 


ches  can  get  together  to  charter  one  or 
more  buses.  The  form  which  is  reprinted 
in  this  newspaper  should  be  filled  out  and 
mailed  to  the  address  indicated  with  the 
proper  amount  attached.  Deadline  for 
reservations  is  November  1,  so  mail  your 
reservations  NOW. 


Please  muke_ 


Imperial  Room  of  the  Fairmont  Hotel. 


Enclosed  is  a  cheek  for  $_ 
Note: 


.  reservations  for  the  “Bishops  Dinner”  Wednesday,  November  1  2.  1975.  7:00  P.M..  in  the 


at  SI 7.00  per  reservation 


Tables  of  8  may  be  reserved.  The  name  of  the  church  or  group  making  a  tabic  reservation  of  8  will  be  posted 
on  the  table  if  requested. 

Name  (individual,  group,  or  church) _ 


(If  group  or  church,  list  name  of  person  making  the  reservations^ 

Should  name  of  church  or  group  be  posted  at  the  table? _ 

A  d  d  re  ss _ 


City_ 


Zip. 


Signed _ .  , _ 

On  receipt  of  cheek,  payable  to  the  BISHOPS  DINNER  COMMITTEE. 

Building.  New  Orleans.  Louisiana.  70 1 30~ttcfc\.*ts-will  be  forwarded  to -above. 


Phone 


and  mailed  to  1915  American  Bank 


Iban  minister 

The  Amite  Church,  the  Rev.  John  M. 
Lee.  pastor,  has  voted  unanimously  to 
accept  responsibility  for  the  support  of 
an  Iban  minister  in  Sarawak  (Borneo) 
Annual  Conference. 

The  cost  of  this  service  is  $1800  per 
year,  and  the  Amite  Church  has  pledged 
$1800  per  year  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
Spearheading  this  action  was  Mervin 
Falcon,  Chairman  of  the  Administrative 
Board  and  Mrs.  Penny  Nobles,  Chair¬ 
person  of  the  Work  Area  on  Missions. 

The  sponsorship  of  the  Iban  minister  is 
designated  as  an  Advance  Special. 


Navy  Sabbath 
support  is 
requested 

Clergymen  and  congregations  are 
asked  to  make  October  10-12  a  period  of 
prayers  of  thanks  for  past  service  and 
intercession  for  the  future,  according  to 
the  Naval  Reserve  Association,  the 
sponsoring  group.  Also  cooperating  in 
sponsorship  of  the  event  are  member 
associations  of  the  Navy-Marine  Corps 
Council. 

A  brochure  from  the  Naval  Reserve 
points  out  that  "...  for  200  years  the 
Navy  and  Marine  Corps  have  been  in  the 
forefront  of  the  efforts  to  gain  and 
preserve  our  freedoms  .  .  .  Let  us 
remember  that  ‘not  by  bread  alone'  do 
we  exist.  As  spiritual  creatures,  we  need 
spiritual  food.  Navy  Sabbath  seeks  to 
bring  this  to  our  Navy  family.  It  seeks  the 
prayers  and  recognition  of  the  com¬ 
munity  to  help  overcome  their  inner 
fatigue,  to  provide  inner  peace,  and  a 
satisfaction  that  their  sacrifices  are 
appreciated  ...” 

Navy  Sabbath  was  established  in  1966 
1  by  laymen  members  of  the  Naval 
Reserve  Association. 


New  Orleans  District  UMW 
to  meet  October  12 

The  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New 
Orleans  District  United  Methodist 
Women  will  be  held  Sunday,  October  12 
at  3:00  p.m.  at  Lake  Vista  United 
Methodist  Church,  6645  Spanish  Fort 
Blvd.,  according  to  the  President,  Mrs. 

Truman  L.  Ward. 

Registration  will  begin  at  2:15  p.m.  The 
theme  for  the  meeting  is  “United 
Methodist  Women  in  the  Middle  of 
Tomorrow." 

The  Rev.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  New 
Orleans  District  Superintendent  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker.  Another  highlight  of 
the  meeting  will  be  the  election  of  of¬ 
ficers. 

Banners,  posters  and  other  materials 
will  be  displayed  in  the  fellowship  hall, 
uplifting  the  work  of  the  various  units. 


Adult  teachers’  workshop  held 
at  Lafayette  First  church 


Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris 
Approximately  50  churches  are  exDected 
to  send  delegates  to  the  meeting,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mrs.  Bessie  R.  Porter, 
publicity  chairman 


Loans  and  scholarships  program 
to  be  interpreted  in  jurisdiction 


Jurisdiction  is  Dr.  Myron  F.  Wicke, 
former  general  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education,  and  well  known  in  our 
Conference. 

Dr.  Wicke  may  be  reached  at  727 
Davidson  Rd.,  Nashville.  Tenn  37205  or 
telephone  214-352-2924. 


A  program  to  interpret  the  loans  and 
scholarships  program  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  has  been 
announced  in  each  of  the  five  jurisdic¬ 
tions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  one-year  experimental  program 
began  on  October  1,  and  the  field 
representative  for  the  South  Central 

World  Communion  Sunday  is  October  5th 

World  Communion  Sunday  is  this 
Sunday.  October  5,  and  on  this  day,  when 
Christians  around  the  world  celebrate 
the  occasion,  they  will  be  doing  so  with 
their  fellowman  uppermost  in  their 
hearts. 

;  Traditionally,  a  World  Communion 
Offering  is  received  in  our  churches  on 
this  Sunday,  and  one  of  the  program 
recipients  of  this  offering  is  the  Crusade 
Scholarship  Program,  administered  by 
the  Crusade  Scholarship  Office  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Major  funding  for  Crusade  Scholar¬ 
ships  is  the  50  percent  of  the  World 
Communion  Offering  designated  for  this 
program.  The  number  of  scholarships 
awarded  each  year  is  in  direct  proportion 
to  our  generosity  as  a  church  on  World 
Communion  Sunday. 

The  Crusade  Scholarship  Program  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  was  begun 
after  World  War  II  to  provide  scholar¬ 
ships  for  students  from  emerging  nations 
in  Methodist  institutions.  It  was  changed 
in  1955  to  channel  30  percent  of  the  funds 
to  U.S.  ethnic  minorities.  In  1976,  the 
funds  will  be  split  50-50  by  the  World 
Division  and  National  Division  for 
students  both  in  the  United  States  and 
abroad. 

Some  50  scholarships  are  given  each 
year  for  international  students  to  study  in 
this  country.  Other  students  are  studying 
locally  or  regionally  on  some  portion  of 
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First  UM  Church  of  Lafayette  recently  conducted  a  three-day  workshop  for 
teachers  of  adults  in  the  church  school.  Shown  here  is  Mrs.  Novalyne  Ellis,  center, 
who  led  the  session  on  speech  organization  and  techniques.  The  other  two  sessions 
were  taught  by  Mrs.  Gwen  Redding  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton, 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  Ronnie  Breaux,  of  First  Church  is 
on  the  left  in  the  picture;  and  Mrs.  Ina  Davis,  also  of  First  Church,  is  on  the  right. 

Work  groups  “invade”  Dulac 


The  Rev.  Raymond  G.  Baines 
Crusade  Scholarship  funds  sent  to 
churches  abroad  as  block  grants.  In  the 
United  States  38  ethnic  minority  scholars 
completed  their  studies  in  1974  and  28 
new  scholarships  were  granted  in  1975. 
However,  other  applicants  were  turned 
down  for  lack  of  funds,  according  to  the 
Crusade  Scholarship  Office. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  G.  Baines  of 
Anchorage.  Alaska,  shown  here,  is  just 
one  of  the  more  than  2.500  men  and 
women  from  56  countries  who  have  been 
Crusade  Scholars  and  are  now  providing 
Christian  witness,  service  and  leadership 
in  many  parts  of  the  world.  Baines,  an 
Alaska-born  Tlingit  Indian,  is  in  his 
second  year  as  director  of  Native 
ministries  for  the  Alaska  Missionary 
Conference.  He  has  developed  a  plan  for 
the  first  statewide  conference  of  Native 
Alaskan  graduates  of  American  colleges 
and  universities  to  consider  the  problems 
of  Native  education. 


BySPILLER  MILTON 
It  was  reported  at  the  September 
Board  of  Directors  Meeting  of  the  Dulac 
Community  Center  that  work  groups 
from  across  the  State  of  Louisiana  had 
carried  the  community  from  three  feet 
below  sea  level  up  to  the  throne  of  God 
The  work  group  from  University  UM  in 
Baton  Rouge  dug  septic  tanks  and 
sewage  lines  as  well  as  painting  and 
repairing  the  inside  and  outside  of  the 
Clanton  Chapel  UM  Church  in  Dulac.  The 
Franklin  UM.  Kentwood  UM.  and  Slidell 
UM  youth  groups  all  were  involved  in 
working  side  by  side  with  local  youth  in 
painting  and  repairing  sections  of  the 
Dulac  Community  Center  building.  The 
Franklin  youth  conducted  a  five-day 
Vacation  Church  School  for  95  Dulac 
children  <as  previously  reported  in  this 
newspaper  i .  On  the  last  three  nights  of 
that  same  week,  the  Christian  Cajun 


Singers  of  the  Golden  Meadow  UM 
Church  led  over  100  persons  every  night 
in  a  French  speaking  mini-revival.  All  of 
these  groups  endeared  themselves  to  the 
people,  showing  that  the  United 
Methodist  church  loves  and  cares 

Along  with  these  activities  the  Center 
conducted  a  Day  Care  for  50  children;  a 
Remedial  Education  program  for  25 
children;  a  hot  lunch-recreational 
program  for  75  children  and  youth;  and 
gave  33  teenagers  an  opportunity  for 
work  experience  and  training  These 
programs  were  made  possible  through 
the  generous  gifts  of  church  groups  and 
United  Methodist  Women's  groups 
across  the  Conference. 

All  of  the  direct  and  indirect  in¬ 
volvement  of  the  Conference  with  the 
work  at  Dulac  is  most  encouraging  to  the 
Staff  and  Board 


Men’s  prayer  breakfast  at  Bossier  City 


The  Men's 
Prayer  Breakfast  is 
held  each  Tuesday 
morning  at  6:45  at 
Bossier  City  First 
UM.  where  the  men 
prepare  their  own 
breakfast.  then 
study  a  portion  of 
the  Bible  and  have 
a  session  of  prayer 
be/ore  going  to* 
work.  Shown  are 
the  officers  of  the 
group  Gene 
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Romine,  treasurer,  Jim  Vanderburg.  vice-president  and  chief  cook;  Don  Cope, 
secretary;  and  Al  Hagert,  president. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Church  scholars  are  saying  that  faith,  like  flowers,  must  be  nurtured. 
Analyzing  why  church  membership  and  participation  have  slumped  during  the 
past  decade,  they  say  it  often  is  because  churches  have  not  concentrated  on 
their  prime  task:  nurturing  faith 

They've  tended  to  stress  working  for  social  betterment  rather  than  on  in¬ 
stilling  religious  premises  for  it.  according  to  several  of  the  experts.  They  say 
such  efforts  are  fine,  but  don't  basically  energize  church  life. 

The  first  essential  to  church  vitality  is  the  job  of  bolstering  convictions, 
devotion  and  a  steadying  perspective  on  reality,  the  theologians  and 
sociologists  say,  with  social  action  derived  from  that  prior  function. 

If  churches  simply  join  secular  forces  in  good  causes,  such  as  struggles  for 
social  justice,  without  fueling  the  religious  roots  of  it,  the  church  is  “com¬ 
mitting  suicide,”  says  the  Rev.  John  Seuhaus  of  Brooklyn,  a  Lutheran. 

He  says  the  health  of  the  churches  requires  that  they  be  “distinctive  enough 
to  warrant  real  gut  commitment"  by  deepening  awareness  of  ultimate  values 
and  purpose.  Without  that,  he  says,  churches  lose  their  vitalizing  core. 

They  also  are  “denying  the  world  the  distinctive  perception  and  resources  of 
the  Christian  community,"  he  says. 

He  and  the  other  church  thinkers,  participating  in  a  recent  conference 
sponsored  by  the  United  Church  of  Christ  (Congregational)  on  problems  of 
church  growth,  all  are  advocates  of  applying  religious  principles  in  action  to 
improve  social  conditions. 

But  they  noted  a  balancing  trend  in  mainline  denominations  —  those  which 
have  been  most  active  on  social  issues  and  whose  membership  has  sagged  —  to 
restore  more  emphasis  on  the  rudimentary  task  of  nourishing  of  basic  concepts 
and  principles. 

Dr.  Paul  Harrison,  a  professor  of  religious  studies  at  Penn  State  University, 
says  the  “first  purpose  of  the  church  is  worship,"  which  means  developing  a 
"relationship  with  the  eternal"  as  a  basis  for  viewing  secondary  issues. 

However,  he  says  the  drama  of  worship  has  been  “lost  in  the  modern  world," 
and  with  that  “dramatic  enactment  of  religion  being  lost,  the  heart  of  religion 
has  been  eclipsed." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Max  Stackhouse,  professor  of  ethics  at  Andover  Newton 
Theological  School,  said  the  vitality  of  any  group,  religious  or  secular,  depends 
on  some  kind  of  “doctrine  at  its  core." 

“That's  really  what  makes  it  tick,”  he  said.  He  said  this  is  particularly  true  of 
Christianity  as  portrayed  in  the  New  Testament. 

“The  social-political  powers  are  relativised,"  he  pointed  out  “They  are  seen 
as  non-decisive  for  the  ultimate  things  that  shape  human  salvation  and  the 
human  community.  These  things  are  to  pass  away.  So.  why  so  hot.  little  man. 
about  all  these  things?" 

Dr.  Neuhaus  of  Brooklyn’s  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  said  that  the 
church,  to  claim  anyone's  loyalty,  must  be  grounded  in  a  “distinctive  way"  of 
dealing  with  ultimate  questions  —  about  nature,  history.  God.  redemption, 
eternity.  That’s  the  church’s  reason  for  being  and  its  source  of  vigor,  he  said 

Faithfully, 
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Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


St.  Mathews  to  feature  Fred  Edgar 
in  special  services  October  5-8 


Dr.  Fred  R  Edgar,  Pastor  of  Oak 
Lawn  UM  Church.  Dallas,  Texas,  will  be 
the  preacher  for  a  Series  of  Services  at 
St.  Mathews  Church,  Metairie,  begin¬ 
ning  this  Sunday  evening,  October  5.  He 
will  preach  each  evening  through  Wed¬ 
nesday.  October  8. 

A  Seminar  will  precede  each  service, 
starting  at  7  P.M  ,  and  emphasizing  a 
period  of  fellowship  and  study  of  the 
Commissions  of  the  church.  Featured  in 
these  Seminars  are  the  following 
leaders:  the  Rev.  Robert  Jamieson,  Area 
Provost,  conducting  the  Worship 
Seminar  on  October  5;  the  Rev.  Gilbert 
Wade.  Stewardship  Director  of  the  N.  O. 
District  Council  on  Ministries,  leading 
the  Stewardship  Seminar  on  Monday, 
October  6;  Dr  Cruce  Stark,  Retired 
President  of  Sherman-Denison  Texas 
Junior  College,  conducting  an 
Evangelism  Seminar  on  October  7;  and 
the  Rev.  Spiller  Milton  of  the  Dulac 
Community  Center,  in  charge  of  the 
Mission  Seminar  on  October  8. 

Other  events  of  the  week  include  a 
United  Methodist  Men's  Prayer  Break¬ 
fast  to  be  held  at  6  AM.  on  October  6;  and 
a  United  Methodist  Women's  Service 
scheduled  for  10  A.M.  on  October  7. 

Doctor  Edgar,  the  featured  speaker,  is 
a  world  traveler  as  well  as  an  out¬ 
standing  pastor,  and  is  the  well  known 
author  of  the  book  “Life  is  for  Living," 
which  carries  an  introduction  written  by 


Dr.  Fred  R.  Edgar 
the  late  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin. 

Preceding  the  Services  led  by  Doctor 
Edgar  will  be  a  Laity  Service  on  October 
5  at  both  morning  worship  hours,  when 
Tom  Matheny.  of  Hammond,  Confer¬ 
ence  Lay  Leader,  will  be  Laity  Day 
Speaker,  for  combined  World-Wide 
Communion  and  Laity  services.  These 
services  will  beheld  at  9:40  and  11  A.M. 
that  day. 

Homer  Abel,  Church  Lay  Leader,  was 
chairman  of  planning  for  these 
significant  events.  He  was  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Linda  Martin,  Chairman  of  the 
Worship  Committee. 


Jennings  area  study  group  holds 
Sept,  meeting  at  Iowa  UM 
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This  photograph  shows  ministers  of  the  Jennings  Area  who  are  participating  in  a 
Study  Group,  and  on  September  3  they  held  their  meeting  at  Iowa  First  UM  Church. 
Host  Pastor  John  Sayes  and  Mrs.  Sayes  served  lunch  for  the  group.  The  participants 
are.  back  row.  from  left:  the  Reverends  Ira  Robinson.  First  UM.  Welsh;  Bill 
Eubanks,  First  UM.  Eunice;  Mickey  Stringfield.  Trinity  UM.  Jennings;  Tom 
Crosby.  Maplewood  UM;  also,  front  row.  same  order  -  Richard  Walton.  Elton  UM: 
Elmer  Malone.  Fairview  UM;  John  Sayes.  Iowa;  R.  M.  Harris.  Jones  Chapel;  H.  B. 
Cramer.  Raymond. 


New  ‘bold  venture’  applauded 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


OCTOBER  3.  1975 


Here  I  Stand 

Marital  counseling  can  combat  divorce 


Henry  Blount 


In  1957,  the  Methodist  Church  launched 
what  was  termed  a  “bold  new  venture": 
publication  of  a  general  church  family 
magazine  called  “Together"  with  in¬ 
tended  readership  by  every  Methodist 
family. 

“Together’s"  story  is  familiar  by  now 
to  most  United  Methodists.  It  is  about  a 
magazine  which  served  the  church  well. 
It  was  at  the  head  of  its  class.  At  one  time 
early  in  its  history,  “Together"  had  a 
circulation  approaching  one  million.  This 
was  followed  by  a  period  of  continual 
decline,  due  much  more  to  the  changing 
reading  habits  of  Americans  than  the 
magazine's  quality. 

In  1974,  “Together”  was  replaced  by 
“Today"  a  digest-size  general  magazine. 
“Today"  ceased  publication  in  June  of 
this  year,  the  victim  of  dwindling  circula¬ 
tion  and  increasing  cost  deficits. 

In  the  meantime,  an  intensive  study 
was  commissioned  by  the  UMC’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
to  consider  future  options  for  meeting  the 
church’s  publication  needs.  A  7-person 
study  team  headed  by  Dr.  Edwin 
Maynard  worked  diligently  during  the 
summer  months  gathering  data  and 
soliciting  opinions  from  across  the 
church.  Their  report,  offering  four  op¬ 
tions,  was  completed  three  weeks  ago 
(see  TM/  UMR,  Sept.  19). 

That  report  was  received  and  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  church’s  Joint  Committee 
on  Communications  (JCC)  last  week, 
with  the  number  of  options  being 
narrowed  from  four  to  two:  one  a  com¬ 
bination  of  components  from  the  four 
options  the  study  team  developed,  and 
one  a  substantial  innovation,  at  least  in 

Welcome  new  local 


its  point  of  departure  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

In  its  own  way,  the  new  option 
represents  another  “bold  new  venture" 
in  thinking  about  church  publications.  In 
this  option,  the  church  at  the  national 
level  is  to  shift  from  being  primarily  a 
‘‘retailer’’  of  publications  to  a 
“wholesaler"  of  information,  resources 
and  training  for  publications  at  the  local 
church  and  annual  conference  levels. 
Instead  of  the  general  church  creating  a 
new  publication  and  trying  to  sell  it 
throughout  the  church,  the  general 
church  would  provide  assistance  for 
existing  local  church  and  annual  con¬ 
ference  publications. 

We  believe  there  is  considerable 
wisdom  in  the  new  proposal.  Any  new 
national  publication  aimed  at  masses  of 
subscribers  across  the  church  would 
face,  at  least,  an  uphill  battle.  On  the 
other  hand,  publications  produced 
“closer  to  home"  are  stronger  and  more 
numerous  today  than  at  any  time  in  the 
recent  past.  A  commitment  from  the 
general  church  to  strengthen  these  publi¬ 
cations  and  offer  guidance  for  new 
communications  possibilities  at  the  level 
where  people  live  is  sure  to  be  welcomed 
by  the  church’s  grassroots. 

This  proposal  is  still  far  from  a  reality. 
Many  of  its  specific  implications  remain 
to  be  shaped.  The  next  step  is  presen¬ 
tation  to  the  GCOM  in  December.  GCOM 
will  determine  the  precise  proposal 
which  goes  to  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference.  And  General  Conference  can 
accept,  modify  or  remake  that  proposal 
as  it  chooses.  If  the  basic  focus  of  the  new 
proposal  is  adopted  and  implemented, 
however,  we  are  convinced  its  positive 
effects  will  equal  or  surpass  those  of  the 
“bold  new  venture”  in  1957. 


By  HENRY  BLOUNT 

If  you  know  anyone  who  needs  marital 
counseling,  encourage  them  to  get  it. 

Of  course,  pre-marital  counseling  is 
not  a  luxury;  it  is  a  necessity.  Many 
people  have  trouble  in  their  marriage 
because  they  by-passed  pre-marital 
counseling. 

The  national  divorce  rate  is  steadily 
rising,  with  one  out  of  three  marriages 
ending  in  the  courts.  And  late,  first-time 
divorces  are  increasing  as  significantly 
as  those  in  the  first  five  years  of 
marriage. 

People  hope  for  miracles,  divorce 
counselors  say,  to  make  a  bad  marriage 
better.  Many  refuse  to  face  facts  or  seek 
help.  More  than  25  per  cent  of  all  divorces 
filed  today  involve  marriages  of  more 
than  15  years,  compared  to  4  per  cent  30 
years  ago,  according  to  the  Census 
Bureau. 


Most  couples  venture  into  matrimony 
with  the  expectation  of  permanence  in 
the  relationship.  They  WANT  their 
marriage  to  succeed.  But  a  high  per¬ 
centage  of  youth  grow  up  with  poor 
preparation  for  marriage.  Society  em¬ 
phasizes  the  material  aspects  of  wedding 
plans,  but  NOT  the  emotional  aspects  of 
marriage.  Many  individuals  simply  do 
not  have  the  EMOTIONAL  MATURITY 
necessary  for  a  good  marital  relation¬ 
ship. 

There  are  many  reasons  some  couples 
are  disappointed  in  marriage.  Many 
have  unrealistic  expectations.  They 
expect  married  life  to  be  a  continuing 
“love  feast,"  the  intensification  of  the 
high  moments  of  courtship.  Their  ex¬ 
pectations  are  fantasies  drawn  from 
portrayals  of  love  in  romantic  novels, 
television,  and  movies.  Such  ex¬ 
pectations  are  an  invitation  to  failure,  for 


there  is  nothing  of  self-giving  love  here, 
no  mutual  desire  for  a  true  un¬ 
derstanding  between  persons,  and  no 
commitment  to  common  goals  and 
purposes. 

Then,  many  couples  have  never 
learned  the  art  of  interpersonal  com¬ 
munication.  We  are  taught  early  in 
childhood  to  conceal  our  real  feelings 
about  many  things.  This  trend  follows 
into  the  dating  stage  and  couples  are 
conditioned  against  exposing  their  in¬ 
nermost  feelings.  Learning  to  com¬ 
municate  with  openness  and  honesty  can 
help  couples  prepare  for  a  meaningful 
life  in  marriage.  Learning  how  to  express 
hurt  feelings  with  each  other  without 
feeling  any  unusual  threat  to  the 
relationship,  can  be  very  helpful. 

Also,  marriage  ties  have  been 
aggravated  by  the  tensions  brought  into 
the  home  from  the  outside  world.  In  a 
computerized  society,  impersonaliza- 
tion,  economic  pressure,  and  hyperten¬ 
sion  are  taking  their  roll. 

There  are  many  factors  influencing 
modern  marriage,  but  the  greatest 
threat  is  not  from  outside  influences,  but 
from  within  the  individual.  Two  young 
people  swept  off  their  feet  by  the 
emotional  or  sexual  urge  are  blind  to 
facts  that  have  to  do  with  depth, 
responsibility  and  commitment.  The 
current  approach  to  marriage  is  strong 
on  romantic  infatuation  and  weak  on 
commitment. 

Someone  has  said:  “There  is  nothing 
wrong  with  marriage;  it’s  all  that  living 
together  afterward  that  causes  the 
trouble.”  People  need  to  know  what 
“living  together”  really  involves. 

Marriage,  like  an  automobile,  does  not 


run  itself,  unless  it  is  going  downhill.  It  is 
something  you  carefully  guard  and  tend. 
“I’ll  go  half-way”  is  the  voice  of  error.  It 
sounds  all  right,  but  the  trouble  is  a  lack 
of  flexibility.  All  the  talk  about  a  50-50 
relationship  is  too  mathematical.  The 
attitude  a  person  brings  to  marriage 
should  involve  TOTAL  commitment, 
going  beyond  what  is  expected  or  legally 
required. 

Successful  marriages  begin  before  the 
wedding  vows  are  spoken.  They  are 
made  by  the  parental  conditioning  to 
emotional  adequacy  or  inadequacy,  by 
the  preparation  of  both  parties  in  un¬ 
derstanding  their  roles,  and  their  growth 
in  the  art  of  communication. 

According  to  surveys  completed 
among  approximately  100  engaged 
couples  on  the  campus  of  the  State 
University  in  Natchitoches,  Louisiana, 
the  most  difficult  subjects  for  couples  to 
discuss  are  money,  religion,  sex  and 
family.  These  four  areas  provide  fertile 
ground  in  pre-marital  conditioning  and 
post-marital  counseling. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  can  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Henry  Blount,  is  pastor  of  the  First  UMC 
in  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana,  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  In  the  summer  of 
1974,  he  served  as  a  visiting  professor  of 
sociology  at  Northwestern  University  in 
Natchitoches,  La.,  where  he  taught  a 
course  in  “ Marriage  and  the  Family. " 
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church  editions 

•Community  UMC.  MUIbrae,  Calif. 

•First  UMC,  Missoula.  Montana 

•First  UMC,  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

•West  End  UMC,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

With  this  issue  four  congregations  ini¬ 
tiate  TM/UMR  local  church  editions 
whereby  their  news  is  published  each 
week  in  combination  with  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  every  member  family. 

The  new  subscribing  congregations 
and  their  circulations  are:  Community 
UMC,  Millbrae,  California  (Califomia- 
Nevada  Conf.),  475;  First  UMC,  Mis¬ 
soula,  Montana  (Yellowstone Conf.),  950; 
First  UMC,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 
(New  Mexico  Conf.),  1300;  and  West  End 
UMC,  Nashville.  Tennessee  (Tennessee 
Conf.).  1300. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  congrega¬ 
tions,  we  say  “Welcome."  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  TM/UMR  edition  informa¬ 
tive,  and  that  you  will  join  our  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
"Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  once  again:  “Thank 
you  for  reading  your  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

Congratulations  to  Florida 
Conference  for  new  page 

Readers  of  TM/UMR’s  Florida  Confer¬ 
ence  edition  will  notice  a  difference  in 
their  paper  this  week:  an  extra  page  of 
information  concerning  their  annual  con¬ 
ference  program. 

The  basic  TM/UMR  format  provides 
for  one  page  of  conference  news  and 
three  pages  of  general  church  news  each 
week.  Florida  becomes  the  first  confer¬ 
ence  to  alter  this  pattern  on  a  weekly 
basis,  with  their  paper  now  having  two 
Florida-oriented  pages  and  four  pages  of 
general  church  news.  Local  church  edi¬ 
tions  in  Florida  will  now  receive  their 
own  news  on  page  one,  Florida  Confer¬ 
ence  news  on  pages  5  and  6,  and  three 
pages  of  general  church  news. 

For  this  significant  and  innovative  step 
forward,  we  offer  our  congratulations  to 
United  Methodists  in  the  Florida  Confer¬ 
ence,  whose  weekly  circulation  now 
totals  nearly  30,000. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Who  has  a  right  to  use  the  name  ‘Methodist’? 
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To  the  Editor: 

The  discussion  raised  over  the  use  of 
the  name  “Methodist”  by  the  Florida 
evangelist  in  his  nationally  released 
radio  hours  (is  it  really  an  hour?),  has 
implications  that  go  far  beyond  this 
particular  endeavor.  These  have  been 
debated  down  through  the  decades  and 
probably  will  continue  to  be.  There  are, 
however,  a  few  basic  principles  we  can 
affirm  on  which  most  of  us  could 
probably  agree  and  which  would  give  us 
guidance.  These  are:  (1)  The  name 
Methodist  can  be  legitimately  applied  to 
all  projects  officially  undertaken  by  all 
official  Methodist  bodies;  (2)  The  name 
must  be  used  in  such  a  way  that  will  not 
bring  discredit  upon  the  church  at  large. 
It  is  an  honored  name  to  be  used  with 
care;  (3)  The  name  must  be  used  in  such 
a  way  that  it  clarifies  rather  than  con¬ 
fuses  the  project’s  relationship  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  whole  matter  was  before  the 
church  several  decades  ago  with  the 
controversial  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Service,  a  nationwide  independent 
body.  The  General  Conference  resolved 
that  problem  by  simply  asking  this 
organization  to  include  the  word 
“unofficial”  after  their  name.  This  the 
Federation  did,  and  there  has  been  no 
problem  as  to  its  use  of  the  name 
“Methodist”  since  that  time. 

In  the  present  controversy  over  the 
“Methodist  Hour,”  I  could  see  little  room 
for  debate  as  long  as  it  remained  within 
the  area  of  the  Florida  Conference  which 
has  supervision  over  their  evangelist  who 
conducts  the  program.  But  when  such  a 
program  goes  national,  it  raises  a 
number  of  questions.  The  very  name 
“Methodist  Hour,”  modeled  after  the 
title  of  the  long  established  “Lutheran 
Hour,”  carries  a  connotation  that  this  is 
officially  a  broadcast  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  or  of  the  group  of 
denominations  operating  under  the  name 
Methodist.  The  fact  that  this  broadcast 
carries  no  responsibility  to  the  national 
agencies  of  our  church  or  to  the 
ecumenical  association  of  the  Methodist 
bodies,  means  that  it  is  flying  the  air¬ 
waves  under  false  covers.  Whether  it  is  a 
good  program  or  a  bad  program  is  beside 
the  point.  But  can  we  say  any  broadcast 
is  truly  Christian  if  it  operates  under  a 
public  misconception? 

The  answer  is  simple.  Let  the  Florida 
Conference  simply  insist  that  releases  of 
these  programs  beyond  their  boundaries 
be  retitled  “Methodists  for  Evangelism,” 
“One  Methodist  Voice,”  or  a  dozen 
similar  titles  that  fertile  minds  could 
propose  that  would  carry  the  Methodist 
connection,  but  would  not  imply  that  this 
is  an  official  broadcast  of  the 
denomination.  We  Methodist  brethren 
owe  this  to  one  another. 

Thomas  Roy  Pendell 

Riverside,  California 
‘Methodist’  not  owned 
To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  the  “right”  of  the 
“Methodist  Hour"  to  use  the  term 
“Methodist"  in  its  name,  may  I  point  out 
that  the  World  Almanac  lists  some  eleven 
Methodist  bodies  not  affiliated  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  nine  of  which 
use  the  term  “Methodist"  in  their  names. 

Therefore,  the  word  “Methodist”  is  not 
the  exclusive  property  of  the  U.M. 
Church.  It  is  not  proper  for  us  to  criticize 
others  on  the  use  of  this  title. 

The  really  ironic  feature  of  the  Sept.  12 
issue  of  TM/  UMR  is  the  fact  that  on 
page  3  of  that  issue  is  an  article  on  the 
“United  Methodist  Gay  Caucus."  The 
right  of  this  anti-scriptural  body  to  use 
the  word  “Methodist"  is  never 
questioned,  while  the  right  of  the 
“Methodist  Hour,"  which  supports 
scriptural  Christian  teaching,  to  use  this 
word  is  questioned. 

Perhaps  this  situation  is  one  symptom 


of  the  myth  that  the  UMC  is  a  great 
“umbrella”  under  which  people  of  all 
shades  of  faith  are  accommodated  —  and 
that  this  is  one  of  the  church’s  strengths. 
Actually,  the  lack  of  doctrinal  stability  is 
the  great  weakness  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Raymond  H.  Bennighof 
Phoenix,  Maryland 

In  formation  m  issing 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  in  the  September  12  issue 
covering  the  formation  of  the  national 
United  Methodist  Gay  Caucus  was  in¬ 
teresting. 

I  regret  that  you  did  not  include  our 
statement  of  purpose.  Many  United 
Methodist  people  would  profit  by  reading 
what  we  are  about  and  what  our  in¬ 
tentions  are.  Your  article  did  little  to 
discourage  myth  or  to  bring  about  the 
truth  of  our  life-style. 

I  further  regret  that  you  did  not  give 
those  who  are  interested  in  our  cause  a 
means  of  contacting  the  Caucus.  For 
those  interested,  our  address  is:  P.  O. 
Box  520521,  Miami,  Florida  33152. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  help  in 
the  fight  against  homophobia. 

C.  A.  Lamont 
Miami,  Florida 

Rasing  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  the  article  in  the  Sept.  19 
issue  entitled  “Busing  —  Where  is  the 
church?”,  I  would  like  to  present  my 
views. 

I  am  not  a  racist,  nor  am  I  opposed  to 
integration  in  schools,  but  I  believe 
children  should  be  allowed  to  go  to  their 
neighborhood  schools.  All  schools  should 
have  equal  facilities. 

I  am  opposed  to  busing  for  the 
following  reasons :  ( 1)  It  is  wasteful  of  oil 
and  other  resources;  (2)  The  money 
wasted  should  be  used  to  improve 
schools;  (3)  It  interferes  with  after¬ 
school  activities  such  as  sports;  (4)  It 
forces  children  to  spend,  many  times,  an 
hour  or  more  riding  20  miles  to  and  from 
school  in  winter  darkness. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  quote  a  black 
mother.  She  said,  “I  live  just  a  block 
from  our  neighborhood  school,  but  my 
child  is  forced  to  ride  20  miles  to  and 
from  a  distant  school.  I  have  no  way  to 
travel,  so  I  have  never  seen  her  school, 
never  met  her  teachers,  and  cannot 
attend  P.T.A.  or  other  school  functions.  I 
am  unhappy  about  it.” 

Stanley  Benson 
Westover,  Maryland 

School  for  ‘Mom’ 

To  the  Editor: 

My  interest  in  children’s  care  needs 
drew  my  attention  to  an  article  in  the 
September  19  issue  entitled  “Mother’s 
Day  Out  puts  ‘care’  into  action.” 

In  our  area,  we  have  been  able  to 
substantiate  the  need  for  “Mother’s 
Evening  in  Class"  as  young  parents  have 
returned  to  nearby  colleges  and 
universities  and  we  have  reopened  our 
child  development  center  four  evenings  a 
week  as  an  off-campus  service. 

Our  regular  program  daily  serves 
children  ages  2-12,  from  6  a.m.  to  6  p.m., 
and  during  the  past  academic  year  while 
the  nearby  community  college  was 
waiting  on  its  children’s  center  to  be 
completed,  we  opened  from  5:30  p.m.  to 
10:30  p.m.  The  program  offered  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  children  of  school  age  to 
bring  their  homework  and  receive  one-to- 
one  tutoring. 

I  agree  about  the  need  for  parents  to 
have  a  moment  to  themselves  .  .  .  and 
academic  achievements  have  been  most 
rewarding  to  those  mothers  who  never 
thought  they  were  “college  material." 
Nancy  M.  Green 
Los  Angeles,  California 


Response  to  Vietnamese 
refugees  renewed  my  faith 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  take  this  means  of  ex¬ 
pressing  my  gratitude  to  my  fellow 
Methodists  for  affirming  my  faith  in  the 
goodness  of  Christians. 

The  total  Vietnamese  situation  was  so 
very  controversial  for  so  many  years  and 
seemed  to  climax  in  the  decision  made  by 
our  government  officials  to  accept 
150,000  to  200,000  refugees  into  our 
country  on  the  sponsorship  program. 
That  decision  created  a  turmoil  of 
feelings  within  each  one  of  us.  Part  was 
political,  due  to  our  political  system  and 
the  right  of  each  person  to  his  own 
beliefs,  part  was  economic,  due  to  our 
umemployment  and  inflationary  state  at 
the  time,  part  was  due  to  our  own  per¬ 
sonal  racial  prejudices,  and  part  was  due 
to  the  soft  but  so  insistent  knowledge 
within  our  own  being  that  we  are  our 
brothers’  keeper. 

But  thanks  to  all  of  you,  we  did  over¬ 
come  and  stand  tall  as  a  church  for 
judgment,  mainly  from  ourselves!  While 
not  having  a  vote  in  the  decision  made  by 
the  government,  we  accepted  it.  While 


not  becoming  overly  anxious  about  our 
economy  or  unemployment,  we  made  a 
stand  saying  we  welcome  anyone 
needing  a  home.  And  while  we  took  an 
unfamiliar  (to us)  race  on  a  hand-holding 
basis,  the  Lord  blessed  us  with  their 
gentleness,  kindness,  and  their  child-like 
trust,  allowing  us  to  witness  without 
words  to  our  Christian  faith.  But  most  of 
all,  while  we  have  been  very  generous  in 
our  mission  giving  in  money,  we  have 
witnessed  to  the  world  we  are  willing, 
even  when  it  is  such  an  intermingled 
issue,  to  give  ourselves  in  personal  in¬ 
volvement. 

We  have  helped  resettle  890  Viet¬ 
namese  and  Cambodian  families  to  date 
and  have  been  able  to  raise  our  goal 
announced  at  the  beginning  of  being 
responsible  for  500  families,  to  a  new  goal 
of  1000.  Hopefully,  we  will  be  able  to  help 
clear  the  refugee  camps  of  the  remaining 
20,000  families  before  winter  sets  in. 
Much  of  the  success  of  this  project  goes 
to  Dr.  James  J.  Thomas  with  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

I  am  proud  to  be  an  American,  but  I  am 
even  more  proud  to  be  a  Methodist. 
Thank  you!  Mrs.  Louise  Dickerson 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Would  you  trade  UMC 
for  a  fancy  hamster? 


Sharon  Mielke 


One  Saturday  morning  in  late  August 
two  visitors  came  to  our  door  and  began  a 
ritual  which  we,  mostly  out  of  curiosity, 
have  let  continue.  This  is  the  scenario. 

The  doorbell  rings  at  about  10  a.m.  Our 
white  poodle  yelps  a  responding  alarm 
and  scampers  for  safety  under  the  living 
room  sofa. 

The  first  Saturday,  my  husband  opened 
the  door  and  was  greeted  by  well-dressed 
women  in  their  mid-thirties.  One  was 
laden  with  an  armful  of  posters  and  a  bag 
of  bubblegum ;  the  other  carried  a  cage 
with  a  real  live  “fancy”  hamster.  They 
asked  if  there  were  any  small  children  in 
the  house,  and  of  course,  our  three  had 
already  put  in  their  appearance  out  of 
curiosity. 

After  passing  out  bubblegum  all 
around,  the  women  asked  if  the  children 
— 12,  9,  and  6  —  wouldn’t  like  to  come  to 
their  Sunday  School  the  next  morning. 
The  church  is  some  miles  away,  so  a  bus 
would  come  to  pick  them  up  at  8  a.m. 
Sunday  morning  and  return  them  by 
12:30  p.m.  (Roughly,  that  means  two  to 
two  and  a  half  hours  of  bus  riding). 

On  the  bus  they  will  have  ice  cream 
floats  and,  if  they  bring  the  most  visitors, 
can  win  the  “fancy”  hamster. 

The  women  went  their  way. 

Now  it  so  happened  that  our  oldest  son 
had  recently  discovered  he  had  two 
female  hamsters,  and  with  no  prospects 
of  offsprings,  was  thinking  of  taking  on 
the  bus  idea  to  get  a  male  hamster. 

When  my  response  was  “you  mean 
you’re  willing  to  change  churches  just  for 
a  hamster,”  he  decided  to  reconsider. 

During  the  next  weeks  the  whole  act 
has  been  played  over  and  over.  The  only 
variables  are  the  gifts.  One  morning  the 
women  came  bearing  stuffed  gorillas  and 
a  promise  of  a  bow  and  arrow  set  for 
every  child  who  attended. 

Another  week  it  was  a  combination  of 
popcorn  balls,  and  a  live  lamb  and  goat 
on  the  bus.  While  the  promise  of  being 
able  to  play  with,  hug,  and  pull  the 
sheep's  tail  intrigued  our  daughter,  she 
obviously  hadn’t  smelled  either  species 
lately!  My  husband  said,  “When  they  get 
a  camel  on  the  bus,  I  think  I’ll  go.” 

Balloons,  Indian  headdresses,  picnics, 
but  always  it  is  some  “thing.” 


Asked  what  he  thought  about  the  whole 
operation,  our  seventh  grader  said, 
“Well,  you  could  call  it  bribery.” 

He’s  right,  of  course.  This  approach 
may  produce  more  cynicism  about  the 
church,  especially  among  young  people, 
than  commitment. 

While  there  is  a  valid  place  for  bus 
ministries,  doesn’t  the  whole  gimmick 
route  feed  the  perversion  of  “What’s  in  it 
for  me?”  Doesn’t  it  foster  a  distorted 
image  of  the  church  as  a  big  sugar- 
daddy?  And  misplace  the  blessing  of  the 
church  on  materialistic  values? 

The  approach  hasn’t  worked  with  our 
children,  anyway. 

—  SHARON  MIELKE 


Mexican  aliens  need 

our  com  passion  too 

To  the  Editor: 

What  a  contrast!  Vietnamese  re¬ 
fugees  are  fed  and  clothes  at  govern¬ 
ment  expense  and  assigned  to  sponsoring 
people  and  churches.  They  are  met  at  the 
airport,  taken  into  homes  or  placed  in 
rent-free  houses  and  aided  in  finding 
jobs. 

What  a  contrast!  My  friend  Pablo  from 
Central  Mexico  finds  himself  wading  or 
swimming  the  Rio  Grande.  If  he  is 
careful  and  lucky,  he  evades  the  border 
patrol  and  begins  his  walk  to  Central 
Texas. 

If  he  is  unlucky,  he  is  arrested,  thrown 
in  jail  and  dumped  back  in  Mexico  —  no 
free  rides,  no  medical  attention,  constant 
fear  of  arrest,  and  no  aid  for  his  hungry 
family  in  Mexico. 

His  only  crime  is  a  sacrificial  love  of 
his  wife  and  children.  And  in  Texas,  there 
are  certain  ones  trying  to  make  me  a 
criminal  for  helping  him. 

R.  C.  Barton 
Buda,  Texas 

Abortion  not  a  moral  issue 

To  the  Editor: 

When  God  created  man,  when  did  he 
become  a  living  soul?  The  answer  is 
plainly  given:  “God  breathed  on  him  the 
breath  of  life.”  No  unborn  child  is  a  living 
soul  until  he  has  experienced  the  breath 
of  life.  Until  that  time  he  is  a  living 
fetus— not  a  living  soul. 

Man  begins  a  cycle  of  life  when  he 
fertilizes  the  ovum,  either  through  natu¬ 
ral  or  artificial  processes.  The  power  of 
reproduction  is  his  to  a  point.  It  is  a  man 
and  a  woman’s  responsibility  to  decide 
whether  or  not  it  is  God’s  will  for  a  fetus 
to  live.  I  can  think  of  many  ways  man  has 
so  fouled  up  God’s  plan  of  life  that  it 
would  be  sinful  to  bring  a  child  into  the 
world  just  because  two  people  yield  to 
their  animal  natures. 

So,  how  can  abortion  be  a  moral  issue? 
One  cannot  kill  a  living  soul  which  never 
existed  in  an  earthly  body— which  had  no 
breath  of  life. 

Tell  Mrs.  Ronald  Grindle  from  York- 
ville,  Illinois  (TM/UMR  letters,  Septem¬ 
ber  19)  to  think  on  these  things. 

Mrs.  Paul  Lovelace 
Sarasota,  Florida 


This  summer  Moses  was  a 
top-rated  TV  series.  Now 
he’s  at  your  bookstore. 
Take  him  home. 
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New  media  era  proposed 

JCC’s  goal:  to  service  local  church ,  regional  needs 


Scene  of  WCC  assembly  where  Methodists  to  speak 


NAIROBI  —  The  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  will  be  held  in  the  Kenyatta  Conference  Center  in 
Nairobi  from  Nov.  23  to  Dec.  10.  1975,  where  four  prominent 
world  Methodists  will  speak.  Named  after  Jomo  Kenyatta, 
modern  Kenya’s  founder  and  chief  of  state,  the  Center 


contains  an  unusual,  cone-shaped  meeting  hall,  a  large  plaza 
and  a  circular  office  building.  It’s  unusual  structures  are 
caught  by  a  fish-eye  lens  [left  photo]  and  dominate  Nairobi’s 
skyline  [right  photo].  [See  story  below.] 
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Four  of  six  major  speakers 

Methodists  to  address  Fifth 
Assembly  of  world  church  body 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Four  of  the  six 
major  addresses  at  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Fifth  Assembly  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya  will  be  made  by  Methodists. 

The  Assembly,  Nov.  23-Dec.  10,  will 
bring  together  2,300  persons,  747 
delegates  from  the  Council’s  271 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  member 
churches,  plus  fraternal  delegates,  ob¬ 
servers,  guests,  stewards,  staff  and 
guests. 

The  roster  of  primary  speakers  was 
rounded  out  with  the  announcement  in 
Geneva  that  Prime  Minister  Michael  N. 
Manley  of  Jamaica  will  discuss  the 
Christian  Gospel  and  social  issues  in  a 
paper  entitled  ‘‘From  the  Shackles  of 
Domination  and  Oppression.” 

A  layman  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Caribbean,  Mr.  Manley  will  become 
the  second  head  of  state  to  give  a  major 
address  at  a  World  Council  Assembly.  In 
1968,  at  the  Fourth  Assembly  in  Sweden, 
President  Kenneth  Kaunda  of  Zambia 
spoke. 

Other  Methodists  in  the  Fifth  Assembly 
line-up  are  Bishop  Mortimer  Arias  of 
Bolivia;  Prof.  Charles  Birch,  an  Aus¬ 
tralian  biologist  and  Dr.  John  Desehner, 
a  United  Methodist  theologian  from  the 
U.S. 

Dr.  Desehner  will  share  the  platform 


with  Father  Cyrille  Argenti,  a  French 
Eastern  Orthodox  theologian.  Their  topic 
will  be  Christian  unity.  Bishop  Arias  will 
speak  on  evangelism  and  Prof.  Birch  on 
human  survival  in  the  scientific  world. 

The  keynote  address  on  the  Assembly 
theme,  ‘‘Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites,” 
will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Robert  McAfee 
Brown,  a  United  Presbyterian  theologian 
from  California. 

Much  of  the  18-day  Assembly  will  be 
spent  in  80  to  100  working  groups  that  will 
examine  the  theme  through  discussion, 
Bible  study  and  other  means. 

In  addition  to  the  address  and  formal 
responses,  other  major  plenary  events 
include  the  report  of  Dr..Philip  A.  Potter, 
WCC  general  secretary,  who  is  a 
Methodist  from  the  West  Indies. 

There  will  also  be  plenary  presen¬ 
tations  on  African  Christian  faith  and 
experience  and  on  women  in  a  changing 
world. 

Of  the  747  delegates,  155  will  be  women, 
an  increase  of  11  per  cent  over  the  Fourth 
Assembly.  Seventy-five  delegates  will  be 
youths  under  30  years  of  age  and  300,  or 
40  per  cent,  will  be  laity. 

Delegates  will  come  from  100  coun¬ 
tries.  By  geographic  regions.  Western 
Europe  will  have  the  most  delegates,  155, 
followed  by  North  America,  153;  Africa, 


Crusade  scholarship  fund 
in  a  financial  pinch 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  Just  like  parents  with 
kids  in  college  these  days.  United 
Methodism’s  Crusade  Scholarship 
Program  can  only  say  “amen”  to  the 
well-known  quip  that  ‘‘there’s  always  too 
much  month  left  over  at  the  end  of  the 
money.” 

In  fact,  says  the  program’s  staff 
executive,  the  situation  is  downright 
bleak  for  young  Christians  seeking  aid 
for  graduate-level  or  professional 
education  —  unless  World  Communion 
Day  offerings  Oct.  5  are  up  appreciably 
over  previous  years. 

‘‘We’re  having  to  turn  down  far  more 
young  scholars  than  we  can  help,” 
executive  secretary  Ms.  Margaret  Swift 
told  TM/  UMR  last  week. 

Over  the  past  thirty  years,  the  crusade 
program  has  assisted  more  than  2,500 
young  scholars  in  56  countries  including 
the  United  States.  The  bulk  of  its  funding 
has  come  from  World  Communion  of¬ 
ferings,  50  percent  of  which  are  allocated 
for  crusade  scholars.  And  that’s  where 
the  problem  lies,  Ms.  Swift  maintains. 

While  offering  receipts  have  remained 
stable,  she  says,  academic  and  living 
costs  have  zoomed  upward.  It’s  taking 
many  more  dollars  today  to  educate 
fewer  and  fewer  students.  And  the  pinch 
has  come  ‘‘just  at  a  time  when  the 
government  and  the  church  have  in¬ 
creased  minority  students’  awareness,  so 
we’re  getting  more  applications  from 
them  for  aid  all  the  time.” 

It’s  ironic,  she  believes,  that  “our  own 
church,  through  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference,  threw  the  minorities  into  the 
mainstream  of  the  church,  established 
minority  quotas  in  the  boards  and 
agencies,  increased  opportunities  in 
church-related  vocations  —  yet  now 
when  the  need  and  consciousness  are 
there,  the  money  isn’t.” 

The  Crusade,  unlike  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  section  on  loans  and  scholarships 
of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 


Read  THE  ARKANSAS  JOHN  THE  BAP- 
Tl  ST  by  Andy  and  Lena  Powers  and  know  the 
ioy  that  others  are  expressing  about  it. 

Andy  says:  "It  never  ceases  to  surprise  us 
and  bring  our  spirits  low  with  humility  and 
love  when  people  say  such  nice  things  about 
our  book." 

Order  It  from  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  Youth,  Box  1479,  Borger,  Texas  79007. 
Cost:  S5.95.  We  pay  the  postage. 


Write  for  a  free  sample  copy  of 
The  Upper  Room,  the  world’s 
largest  daily  devotional  guide. 
The  Upper  Room 
1908  Grand  Avenue 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 


116;  Eastern  Europe,  109;  Asia,  106; 
Australasia  and  the  Pacific,  45;  Middle 
East,  30;  Latin  America,  24,  and 
Caribbean,  11. 

The  combined  delegation  of  Reformed/ 
Presbyterian  Churches  will  be  largest, 
followed  by  Lutheran,  Eastern  Orthodox, 
United  Churches,  Methodist,  Anglican, 
Oriental  Orthodox  and  Baptist. 

A  corps  of  120  advisers  will  include  10 
Roman  Catholics  and  10  representatives 
of  conservative  evangelical  Churches. 
There  will  be  16  Catholics  among  90 
observers.  Sixty  guests  will  come  from 
non-Christian  religions,  including 
Buddhist,  Judaism,  Hinduism,  Islam  and 
Sikhism. 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  A  new  era  in  church 
communications  may  have  been  born 
here  last  week.  After  carefully  con¬ 
sidering  a  study  report  concerning  the 
future  of  general  periodicals,  United 
Methodism’s  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications  (JCC)  voted  to 
recommend  an  approach  which  would 
focus  primarily  on  servicing  the  needs  of 
persons  in  the  local  church. 

Emphasis  of  the  new  proposal  would  be 
to  take  the  general  church  out  of  the 
“retailing”  of  national,  general-interest 
periodicals  and  instead  make  it  a 
“wholesaler”  of  information  and  ser¬ 
vices.  This  would  mean  the  UMC  at  the 
national  level  would  not  attempt  to 
publish  a  magazine  for  the  church’s 
entire  membership  —  such  as  the  now 
defunct  “Today”  and  its  predecessor 
“Together.”  Instead,  it  would  provide 
information,  resources,  and  training  for 
those  involved  with  publications  at  the 
regional  (annual  conference)  and  local 
church  levels. 

(JCC  is  a  committee  created  by 
General  Conference  and  attached  admin¬ 
istratively  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM).  It  is  responsible  for 
church-wide  news  service  and  informa¬ 
tion,  both  electronic  and  print.  It 
publishes  “The  Interpreter”  magazine 
and  operates  INFORSERV,  the  UMC 
telephone  question  answering  service.) 
No  new  national  periodical 

Specific  implications  of  this  option  for 
the  future  which  JCC  will  now  forward  to 
the  UMC’s  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  for  consideration  include: 

•  No  new  national  periodical  aimed  at 
the  entire  church  membership. 

•  Development  of  a  comprehensive 
“news  and  feature  service”  at  the 
national  level  to  benefit  regional  and 
local  church  publications.  This  service 
would  include  a  wide  range  of  aids  such 
as  broadened  news  coverage,  feature 


stories,  syndicated  columns,  in¬ 
spirational  material,  leadership  training 
opportunities  and  material  ready  for 
immediate  printing  in  regional  and  local 
church  publications. 

•  A  revamping  of  “The  Interpreter" 
magazine,  with  a  new  format,  a  new 
name  and  a  new  image  to  focus  on  the 
“mutual  ministries”  of  the  clergy  and 
the  laity.  The  magazine’s  present  func¬ 
tions  of  program  and  benevolence  in¬ 
terpretation  would  be  continued  and 
expanded  to  include  theology,  heritage, 
emphasis  on  our  commonality  as  church 
members,  etc.  It  would  become  the 
UMC’s  basic  special  interest  magazine 
for  the  clergy  and  lay  leaders  of  all  local 
churches,  and  might  include  a 
professional  journal  insert  for  ministers. 

•  A  type  of  “revenue  sharing” 
whereby  general  church  funds  would  be 
allocated  to  annual  conferences  for  the 
specific  purpose  of  upgrading  the  con¬ 
ferences'  use  of  publications  and  other 
media. 

•  Continuation  and  expansion  of  in¬ 
novative  non-print  communications 
media  such  as  INFOSERV  —  the  UMC’s 
national  telephone  question  answering 
service  —  allowing  local  church  mem¬ 
bers  direct  access  to  national  church 
officials  to  ask  questions  and  raise 
concerns. 

Communications  system  viewed 

The  JCC  recommendations  climaxed  a 

5- month  study  of  church  periodical  needs 
by  a  7-person  study  team  headed  by  Dr. 
Edwin  Maynard  of  Evanston,  Ill.  Dr. 
Maynard  said  the  study  team’s  main 
concern  was  to  view  all  specific  media  as 
parts  of  an  over-all  communications 
system  for  the  church,  and  he  ad¬ 
monished  JCC  to  maintain  the  same 
concern.  And,  he  said,  any  proposal 
needs  to  address  both  the  need  for 
commonality  and  the  fact  of  pluralism 
among  United  Methodists. 

The  study  team  report  was  given  to  a 

6- person  subcommittee  of  the  JCC, 


Write  their  own  report 

Native  Americans  reject  paper 


Ministry,  funds  graduate-level  education 
only.  Begun  after  World  War  II  to  assist 
students  in  emerging  nations  for  work  at 
Methodist  institutions,  it  was  changed  in 
1955  to  channel  30  percent  of  its  funds  to 
U.S.  ethnic  minorities. 

It’s  purpose  was  to  “select  qualified 
Christian  young  adults,  give  them  the 
best  graduate  and  professional  education 
available  in  their  chosen  fields  and  let 
them  put  their  faith  and  knowledge  to 
work  in  their  various  vocational  en¬ 
deavors." 

Crusade  scholars  both  here  and  abroad 
have  gone  on  to  serve  as  ministers, 
doctors,  nurses,  teachers,  business 
persons  and  government  leaders,  Ms. 
Swift  says  —  vocations  they  never  could 
have  afforded  without  the  church’s  help. 

In  1974,  the  program  funded  80  U.  S. 
scholars,  10  foreign  students  for  study 
outside  their  own  countries,  and  partially 
or  wholly  funded  block  grants  for  320 
students  studying  in  their  own  countries. 

Total  income  for  1974  was  $475,144  — 
$404,314  of  which  came  from  World 
Communion  Offerings.  Education  dollars 
still  tend  to  go  farther  in  other  countries 
than  they  do  in  the  U.  S.,  so  more  foreign 
students  can  be  helped  for  less  money, 
Ms.  Swift  explains.  “But  there’s  a 
tremendous  need  for  leadership  training 
right  here,  and  that’s  expensive.” 

Supplementary  gifts  to  the  Crusade 
Scholarship  program  last  year  amounted 
to  only  $17,168  —  a  far  cry  from  the 
$85,000,  she  says,  which  used  to  come 
annually  from  the  women’s  division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Now  the 
program  receives  only  the  sup¬ 
plementary  gifts  which  come  through  the 
division  from  United  Methodist  Women's 
organizations  across  the  country  each 
year,  which  average  out  to  about  $17,000 
per  year,  she  said. 

And  the  Crusade  program  has  few 
reserves  to  draw  on,  she  told  TM/  UMR, 
since  it  gave  $12,000  to  United 
Methodism’s  12  black  colleges,  in 
response  to  a  1970  General  Conference 
appeal.  “We’re  pretty  much  having  to 
operate  on  a  year-to-year  basis." 

Despite  the  gloomy  financial  picture, 
Ms.  Swift  says  she  doesn’t  believe  the 
General  Conference  and  the  local 
churches  will  let  the  Crusade  Scholarship 
Program  die. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  Native 
Americans,  meeting  here  last  weekend 
for  a  “mini  consultation”  on  the  state  of 
the  American  Indian  churches  of  United 
Methodism,  refused  to  consider  the 
content  of  a  study  paper  prepared  by  a 
general  church  task  force  and  began  to 
write  their  own  “crisis  report.” 

In  a  meeting  where  political 
maneuvers  sometimes  told  as  forceful  a 
story  as  official  action,  one  clear 
statement  surfaced  as  a  theme:  “Native 
Americans  are  through  letting  the  non- 
Indian  church  decide  what  Native 
Americans  want,  need  or  think." 

The  rejected  consultation  study 
document  was  discarded,  the  Native 
Americans  made  it  clear,  not  mainly  on 
the  basis  of  what  it  said,  but  on  the  basis 
of  who  was  saying  it  (non-Indians). 

(The  consultation  was  the  first  of  four 
such  meetings  with  various  United 
Methodist  ethnic  minorities  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  analyze  the  crisis  in  the  UMC’s 
ethnic  minority  churches.  The  study  was 
commissioned  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
last  spring  and  is  being  conducted  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Other  minority 
church  groups  scheduled  for  con¬ 
sultations  this  fall  are  Blacks,  Asian 
Americans,  and  Hispanics.) 

With  the  proposed  study  document 
discarded,  the  approximately  40  Native 
Americans  present  from  all  over  the 
country  divided  into  small  groups  and 
worked  out  a  “skeleton  report"  which 
was  then  turned  over  to  a  3-person 
writing  team  to  “flesh  out"  and  present 
to  the  Board  of  Discipleship  task  force  by 
Nov.  6  (the  date  when  all  ethnic  minority 
reports  will  be  compiled  by  the  task 
force). 

That  report  is  divided  into  five  sec¬ 


tions:  (1.)  A  Native  American 

theological  statement  and  definition  of 
Indian  ministries,  (2.)  an  analysis  of 
local  church  programs  and  resources, 
(3.)  a  call  for  a  “networking”  structure 
to  tie  Native  American  United 
Methodists  across  the  nation  together, 
(4.)  a  statement  on  the  need  for  full 
ministerial  orders  for  Native  American 
pastors,  and  (5.)  a  call  for  voting  rights 
in  the  UMC’s  General  Conference  and  for 
Native  Americans  to  be  named  to 
executive  positions  on  the 
denomination’s  boards  and  agencies. 

Some  consultation  participants  felt 
that  as  significant  as  the  document  begun 
were  the  unspoken  statements  made  by 
Native  Americans  to  the  church 
bureaucracy  through  the  rejection  of  the 
original  study  paper. 

One  of  the  main  “political”  results  of 
that  rejection  was  the  removal  of  any 
challenge  to  the  status  of  the  National 
American  Indian  Committee  (NAIC)  as 
the  official  representative  of  Native 
American  United  Methodists.  The  NAIC, 
which  ultimately  ran  the  entire  con¬ 
sultation  with  its  chairman,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Roughface,  chairing  the 
meeting,  had  previously  claimed  the 
general  church  task  force  had  by-passed 
its  membership  in  drawing  up  the  study 
document.  Although  American  Indians 
were  present  on  the  task  force  that  drew 
up  the  original  report,  the  NAIC  had 
charged  that  the  task  force  “hand  picked 
its  Indians”  in  an  effort  to  exclude  NAIC 
members. 

The  task  force  originally  had  selected 
the  Rev.  Lee  Chupco,  Oklahoma  City, 
program  council  director  of  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference,  to  chair  the  consultation.  Mr. 
Chupco,  who  is  said  to  not  be  an  active 
supporter  of  the  NAIC,  was  ill  and  unable 
to  chair  the  meeting,  however,  and  after 


more  than  an  hour  of  negotiations  with 
the  study  team,  Mr.  Roughface  was 
named  to  replace  him. 

The  Rev.  Homer  Noley,  Baldwin,  Kan., 
one  of  the  more  outspoken  members  of 
the  NAIC  executive  committee,  said  he 
agrees  with  the  assessment  that  one  of 
the  main  results  of  the  consultation  was  a 
dual  statement  on  NAIC  to  the  church-at- 
large.  Part  of  that  statement  tells  the 
church:  “If  you  want  to  deal  with  Native 
Americans  you  must  deal  with  NAIC.” 
Another  part  of  that  statement  tells  the 
Indian  people:  “If  you  are  serious  about 
getting  better  treatment  as  Indian  United 
Methodists,  you  must  support  the  NAIC.” 

Dr.  George  Outen,  Board  of 
Discipleship  executive  who  heads  the 
ethnic  minority  study  team,  says  he  does 
not  feel  his  task  force  tried  to  “work 
around”  the  NAIC  and  has  made  every 
attempt  to  allow  all  factions  input.  He 
said  charges  that  NAIC  was  not  invited  to 
take  part  in  the  work  on  the  original 
paper  are  totally  false.  He  said  a 
member  of  the  committee  was  invited, 
but  did  not  show  up. 

Following  the  consultation,  Dr.  Outen 
said  he  was  pleased  with  the  outcome. 

“We  couldn’t  be  happier,”  he  said. 
“We  weren’t  asking  Native  Americans  to 
accept  our  document.  We  gave  it  to  them 
as  a  point  of  departure.  We  are  not 
unhappy  that  they  refused  to  use  it  as  a 
starting  point.  I  personally  sense  that 
they  feel  a  great  sense  of  ownership  for 
the  document  they  are  developing.  I’m 
glad  for  that.” 


chaired  by  the  Rev.  George  Nishikawa  of 
Los  Angeles,  to  consider  and  bring 
recommendations  to  the  entire  JCC.  A 
group  of  observers  were  invited  by  Mr. 
Nishikawa  to  participate  informally  in 
the  deliberations.  Ms.  Beverly  Chain,  an 
executive  with  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  one  of  the  ob¬ 
servers,  significantly,  proposed  the  new 
“wholesale”  approach  which  was  to 
receive  acceptance. 

Commenting  on  the  new  proposals,  Mr. 
Nishikawa  said,  “We  attempted  to  be 
mindful  of  our  present  situation,  to  study 
the  data  at  hand,  and  move  into  the 
future  with  an  emphasis  and  focus  on 
communications  which  will  relate  more 
directly  to  the  local  church.  We  feel  this 
approach  is  both  bold  and  new.  If  it  can 
be  implemented  successfully,  then  we 
expect  to  see  an  exciting  new  day  in  our 
churches.” 

The  statement  of  philosophy  previously 
submitted  by  the  study  team  was  ac¬ 
cepted  by  both  the  subcommittee  and  the 
entire  JCC  substantially  as  proposed. 
The  section  on  functions  and  criteria  for 
evaluating  publications  were  likewise 
approved. 

“Missional  function’’  affirmed 

JCC  members  agreed  the  new 
proposals  would  cost  more  money  than  is 
presently  being  spent  for  publications  at 
the  national  level.  Considering  com¬ 
munications  an  essential  “missional 
function  of  the  church,”  JCC  is  recom¬ 
mending  that  the  new  program  be  funded 
either  by  an  appropriation  from  World 
Service  funds,  or  by  some  form  of 
“communications  apportionment.”  (The 
figure  of  $2  per  member  family  was  used 
as  an  example  figure.) 

In  the  latter  model,  part  of  the  funds 
would  be  used  at  the  national  level  for 
developing  the  proposed  news  and 
feature  service,  for  providing  telephone 
information  services,  etc.  Another  part 
of  the  funds  would  be  returned  to  annual 
conferences  to  use  in  upgrading  their 
communications  programs.  A  portion  of 
the  funds  would  also  be  used  to  provide 
training  for  communications  persons  at 
both  the  conference  and  local  church 
levels. 

From  the  JCC  the  proposals  now  go  to 
the  GCOM,  which  commissioned  the 
study.  The  GCOM’s  publications  com¬ 
mittee  will  consider  the  recommendation 
initially  at  a  meeting  on  Nov.  21.  That 
committee  will  then  take  the  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  entire  GCOM  at  its 
meeting  Dec.  4-6.  GCOM  will  frame  the 
final  proposals  and  send  them  to  General 
Conference  for  final  consideration  and 
action. 

In  other  actions;  JCC: 

•  Adopted  a  budget  of  just  under  $3 
million  for  1976; 

•  Recommended  that  JCC  mem¬ 
bership  for  the  1976-80  quadrennium 
include  five  representatives  from  GCOM, 
five  from  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  three  bishops,  15  at- 
large  members,  and  two  members  from 
each  of  the  denomination’s  five 
jurisdictions  —  membership  total  38.  The 
present  30-person  JCC  board  contains  10 
members  from  GCOM,  10  from  GCFA, 
and  10  at-large. 

•  Deleted  a  proposal  recommending 
quotas  of  women,  youths  and  racial  and 
ethnic  minority  persons  on  the  JCC 
board.  According  to  Ruth  Daugherty, 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  who  presented  the 
motion,  “we  now  feel  the  consciousness 
level  of  the  JCC  nominating  committee 
can  be  trusted  to  see  that  all  groups 
within  the  church  are  adequately 
represented.” 

•  Gave  “INFOSERV”  a  favorable 
evaluation  and  voted  to  continue  it 
despite  the  “crunch”  its  success  has 
caused  in  other  areas  of  the  JCC  budget. 


Commission  acts  on  concerns 


4Rent-a-Granny’  gets  jobs 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ALBUQUERQUE 
—  United  Methodist 
Anne  Beckman 
remembers  what 
it’s  like  to  go  into 
“retirement  shock.” 

That’s  why  she 
started  her  very 
successful  non¬ 
profit.  “Rent-a-  Anne  Beckman 
Granny”  job  placement  service  to  begin 
with.  And  that’s  why,  with  a  boost  from 
First  UMC  here,  she’s  forging  ahead  with 
it  even  without  the  federal  funds  she's 
received  since  1972. 

Over  the  past  two  years  almost  4,500 
persons  55  or  older  have  found  jobs  — . 
full-time,  part-time  or  temporary  —  in 
the  Albuquerque  area,  thanks  to  Mrs. 
Beckman’s  “Rent-a-Granny”  and  “Rent- 
a-Grandpa"  project.  In  the  first  year 
alone  earnings  totalled  more  than  $80,000 
for  part-time  employees  and  $50,000  for 
those  holding  full-time  jobs. 

But  Mrs.  Beckman’s  concern  for 
employing  the  elderly  emerged  long 
before  she  moved  into  high  gear  with 
funding  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Labor,  the  city  of  Albuquerque  and 
Bernalillo  County.  Nor  has  it  abated 
since  the  funds  were  eliminated  this  past 
summer.  She  simply  moved  into  a  one- 
phone  office  at  First  Church  in  July, 
rolled  up  her  sleeves  and  in  August 
placed  266  older  persons  in  jobs.  “The 
lady  has  vision  and  concern,  and  a 
tremendous  ability  to  get  things  done,” 
says  the  church’s  pastor.  Rev.  Leonard 
Gillingham. 


Since  1960  Mrs.  Beckman  recalls,  she 
has  been  trying  without  much  success  to 
drum  up  interest  in  an  employment 
service  through  Albuquerque’s  Senior 
Center.  But  she  really  got  moving  when 
she  herself,  even  after  35  years  in  social 
work,  couldn’t  get  a  full-time  job. 

“As  I  approached  my  sixtieth  birthday 
I  began  to  panic.  The  thought  of  turning 
my  mind  to  housework,  yardwork  and  an 
occasional  babysitting  job  made  my 
blood  run  cold.” 

Stepping  up  her  efforts  to  interest 
business,  church  and  civic  organizations 
in  the  idea,  she  finally  opened  her  first 
job  placement  service  in  a  small  church 
office  in  1972.  Soon  afterward  she  got  help 
from  the  Office  of  Manpower  Programs, 
first  with  some  more  phone  lines  and  an 
assistant  job  interviewer,  later  with  a 
grant  for  $13,000  in  1973  and  $20,000  in 
1974. 

Now  without  those  resources  again, 
she’s  grateful  to  First  Church  for  a  rent- 
free  office  and  phone,  she  says,  but  is 
hurting  for  volunteer  assistance.  “I’ve 
been  fortunate  in  selling  the  elderly  to  the 
business  world  and  the  general  public. 
But  as  yet  I  haven’t  been  able  to  sell  the 
program  to  volunteers.” 

Mr.  Gillingham  hopes  in  time  his 
church  can  provide  more  volunteers  and, 
as  funds  become  available,  other  help  as 
well.  Ministry  to  older  persons  is  a 
priority  at  First  Church,  he  says,  —  “In 
fact,  our  dream  is  to  create  a  center  for 
human  ministries."  Meanwhile,  Mrs. 
Beckman’s  “Rent-a-Granny”  project  is 
still  alive  and  well  at  First  Church. 


WILMINGTON,  Del.  (UMC)  -  Con¬ 
cern  for  quality  education,  for  California 
farm  workers  and  for  the  U.S.  Bicen¬ 
tennial  was  raised  by  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  in  its  meeting  here  Sept.  23-25. 

In  a  statement  related  to  public  school 
busing,  the  black  concerns  committee 
recommended  the  “principle  of  com¬ 
pensatory  justice  as  an  overarching 
guideline  in  dealing  with  specific  issues 
confronting  school  systems.” 

The  committee  further  urged  that 
strong  United  Methodist  voices  for 
“peaceful  approaches  must  be  heard.  A 
call  must  be  made  to  local  churches  and 
individual  United  Methodists  against 
violence  and  anarchy.”  Implementation 
was  left  to  the  executive  committee. 

The  Hispanic-American  concerns 
committee  prompted  commission  ap¬ 
proval  of  a  letter  commending  California 
Gov.  Edmund  G.  Brown  for  his  “tireless 


efforts  in  the  cause  of  justice  for 
agricultural  workers"  in  the  enactment 
of  the  Farm  Labor  Act.  The  letter  also 
raised  questions  about  reported 
irregularities  in  that  state’s  elections  to 
determine  union  representation  for  farm 
workers. 

Each  of  the  Commission’s  four  ethnic 
concerns  committees  raised  questions 
about  a  proposed  denominational 
statement  on  the  U.S.  Bicentennial  and 
the  church’s  participation.  Rather  than 
offering  its  own  statement,  the  com¬ 
mission  forwarded  to  the  United 
Methodist  Bicentennial  task  force  the 
assertions  that  preparations  must  in¬ 
clude  a  pluralistic  emphasis,  an  accurate 
view  of  history  regarding  inclusiveness, 
ethnic  minorities’  histories  and 
recognition  that  1976  will  be  a  U.S.  not  an 
American  bicentennial.  It  called  also  for 
personal  and  national  rededication  to 
historic  principles. 


first  mortgage 
church  bonds 


per  annum 


.  with  maturity  dates  ranging  from  1  to  10%  years  and 
interest  payable  semiannually. 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  otter  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation 
ot  an  otter  to  buy.  The  otter  is  made  by  prospectus  only. 


Culbertson  and  Company~ 


1408  Continental  Life  Building 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102 


Within  Texas,  call  1-800-792-2992 

Outside  of  Texas,  call  1-800-433-2423  (toll  free) 


Gentlemen:  Please  send  information  on  available  first  mortgage  church  bonds. 


Address _ 

City,  State  &  Zip_ 
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!  TM/UMR  bonus  puzzle 

jl  Stewardship  means  life,  giving  and  tithing;  it  means  one’s  response  to  God's 
■  redeeming  love  in  Christ.  And  as  churches  head  into  the  season  of  program 
I  planning  and  budget  building,  the  meaning  of  Christian  stewardship  comes  to 
I  the  fore. 

j  There  are  35  words  relating  to  the  broad  concept  of  Christian  stewardship 
|  hidden  in  the  puzzle  below.  The  words  may  be  read  vertically,  diagonally  or 
j  horizontally  and  from  left  to  right  and  right  to  left.  Draw  a  circle  around  each 
j  word  —  then  apply  them  to  your  understanding  of  stewardship, 
j  This  puzzle  first  appeared  in  the  Memphis  Conference  United  Methodist 
j  Reporter  and  is  reprinted  by  permission  of  the  Memphis  Conference  Council  on 
j  Ministries. 

LBCZUOTREASUREDRAOBA 
1  ONIAPALLTNEMTIMMOCBS 

1  VADCNOITPMEDERWUYUNE 

J  EJEREHTITTIFEKITNCOC 

j  DOEECNALABH.OFCODMEPR 

OLSACRIFICERABACLLDU 

|  gnivieceresgingrhero 

!  ACCOUNTABILITYLBGBAS 

|  DAEBMRRTSCCVHMACIRWE 

|  GCREATIONCAEOSKTFAER 

NRAYKHPEYHRENTRMTTTL 

IGNIRACELRMATNEAS  I  S  L 

!  VCENMNJCMIOYEENZROSI 

j  IHAFENA  RTSHDMLTBRNOF 

i  GRIAIIOURTESHARINGIL 

FYESLLDOGZLRITAHSNOU 

f  YTILIBISNOPSERPQRUOF 

|  Circle  the  35  correct  words,  clip  the  puzzle  and  mail  it  to  us.  Noting  when  you 
j  received  your  paper  and  when  you  mailed  the  puzzle,  we  will  send  a  TM/UMR 
j  ball-point  pen  to  the  50  readers  who  solved  the  puzzle  and  returned  it  most 
j  quickly.  Mail  to  TM/UMR  “Bonus  Puzzle,”  P.  0.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75221. 


Ministry  commission 
refines  legislation 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  A  Commission 
to  Study  the  Ministry,  formed  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  held  its  final  meeting 
here  Sept.  22-23  and  refined  a  large 
number  of  recommendations  and 
legislative  changes  it  plans  to  propose  to 
the  1976  General  Conference  in  April. 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  is  chairman  of  the  29-member 
Commission. 

Proposals  from  the  Commission  will 
include : 

—  continuation  of  the  13  existing 
seminaries  and  support  for  them  from 
local  churches  through  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund. 

—  greater  emphasis  on  the  ministry  of 
all  church  members  described  in  a  new 
Disciplinary  section  entitled  “The 
Ministry  of  All  Christians.” 

—  continuation  of  two  levels  or 
categories  of  ministerial  ordiantions: 
deacon  and  elder. 

—  guidelines  for  the  identification  and 
recognition  by  the  annual  conferences  of 
persons  in  the  “diaconal  ministry”  and 
the  establishment  of  a  “Board  of 
Diaconal  Ministry”  in  each  annual 
conference.  “Diaconal  ministers"  would 
be  non-ordinaed,  full-time  professional 
lay  workers  in  the  church  including  such 
persons  as  Christian  educators, 
musicians,  professors,  deaconesses  and 
missionaries. 

—  a  recommendation  that  bishops  and 
cabinets  work  with  pastor-parish 
relations  committees  in  all  appointments 
with  an  emphasis  on  local  church 
openness  to  both  men  and  women  as 
ministers. 


Classified 


Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  eds  $1.00  per  insertion. 


Beautiful  book  PRAYERS  FOR  Ala.  OC¬ 
CASIONS.  makes  splendid  gift.  Single  copy 
$2.30 postpaid.  0  copies  $1.50  each.  Elizabeth's, 
P.  O.  Box  25351.  Houston.  Texas  77005. 


BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING: 
Restoring  and  rebinding  all  sizes  Bibles  and 
books  for  30  years.  Write  for  samples  and  price 
list:  412  A  S.  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 
(214)  747-4540. 


United  Methodist  HOLY  LAND 
PILGRIMAGE.  Includes  ancient  Petra  in 
Jordan  and  overnight  in  Amsterdam, 
departing  Dec.  26.  Brochure:  United 
Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box  3129.  Waco, 
Texas  76707. 


FOR  SALE:  WURLITZER  model  20.  2  manual 
AGO  electric  reed  organ  and  tone  cabinet.  Fair 
condition.  $500.  Methodist  Church.  544  No. 
Shasta.  WUlows.  Calif.  95988. 


HAVE  A  WINTER  HOLIDAY  in  England. 
Consider  a  trip  with  Putay  Trice.  Leaving  late 
Dec.  25.  returning  Jan.  4.  Write:  3022  South¬ 
western.  Dallas.  Texas,  for  details.  Call:  (214) 
363-9208. 


FREE!  "300  Humorous  Illustrations  for 
Religious  Speakers"  when  you  subscribe  to  the 
"Journal  of  Religious  Speaking."  a  monthly 
resource  service  for  persons  seeking  to  share 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  from  pulpit  or 
platform.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Only  $10 
per  year  from  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory.  P.O.  Box  11025.  Knoxville.  TN. 
37919. 


HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas.76708. 


PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  in 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  in¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery.  408 
S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3880. 


—  clarification  of  full-time  itineracy, 
particularly  as  it  relates  to  the  respon¬ 
sibility  and  accountability  of  ministers 
under  “special  appointment”  (serving 
other  than  as  pastors  in  local  parishes). 

With  its  recommendation  that  the  13 
United  Methodist  seminaries  be  con¬ 
tinued,  the  Commission  is  urging  con¬ 
tinued  cooperation  and  eventual  merger 
of  Gammon  and  Candler  schools  of 
theology  in  Atlanta,  and  Methodist  and 
United  schools  of  theology  in  Ohio.  The 
only  seminaries  to  merge  during  the  1972- 
76  quadrennium  were  Garrett  at 
Evanston,  II.,  and  Evangelical, 
Naperville,  II. 

Whether  the  church  should  have  one  or 
two  levels  or  categories  of  ordination  for 
its  ministers  drew  debate  and  discussion 
and  almost  resulted  in  a  change  calling 
for  only  one  order  of  elder.  Deletion  of 
references  to  the  order  of  “deacon”  in 
the  “Book  of  Discipline’s”  ordination 
section  was  supported  by  some  members 
who  wanted  the  historic  concept  released 
for  use  by  full-time  lay  workers  instead 
of  the  proposed  “diaconal  ministers.” 
The  recommendation  failed  by  one  vote. 

Cokesbury  closes 
in  downtown 
New  York  City 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  continuing 
nationwide  decline  of  retail  business  in 
downtown  areas  of  large  cities  has  been 
listed  as  the  major  factor  in  the  closing 
Oct.  1  of  the  Cokesbury  Book  Store  in 
New  York  City.  Its  clsoing  left  that  city 
without  a  United  Methodist  retail  book 
store  for  the  first  time  in  more  than  150 
years. 

While  central  city  retail  outlets  are 
declining,  however,  suburban  business  is 
booming  with  three  new  stores  planned 
for  opening  in  the  next  four  months. 

Dr.  John  E.  Procter,  president  and 
publisher  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  said  the  decision  to 
close  the  New  York  store  was  made 
reluctantly  but  that  declining  sales  and 
rising  costs  have  required  increasing 
subsidy  of  the  store  amounting  to  more 
than  $85,000  for  the  1974-75  fiscal  year  and 
more  than  $900,000  since  the  store  was 
opened  in  its  present  location  in  1962. 

The  three  new  Cokesbury  suburban 
stores  to  be  opened  within  the  next  four 
months  will  be  located  in  the  Tyvola  Mall 
in  Charlotte,  N.C.;  the  Dutch  Center  in 
Columbia,  S.C. ;  and  the  Hampden  Center 
in  Englewood,  a  suburb  of  Denver,  Colo. 

Dr.  Procter  said  when  he  assumed  the 
presidency  of  the  Publishing  House  in 
1970  there  were  17  Cokesbury  stores,  all 
in  downtown  locations.  There  are  now  30 
stores  operating.  He  hopes  that  two  or 
three  stores  can  be  added  in  suburban 
areas  annually  until  approximately  50 
stores  are  in  operation. 

Kathryn  Kuhlman  suit 
settled  out  of  court 

LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  —  An  out-of- 
court  settlement  has  been  reached  in  a 
$430,000  damage  suit  against  evangelist 
Kathryn  Kuhlman,  filed  by  a  former 
aide,  Paul  J.  Bartholomew.  (See 
TM/  UMR  July  18.) 

Mr.  Bartholomew,  who  was  the 
evangelist’s  personal  administrator  and 
handled  her  television  accounts,  charged 
in  the  suit  that  Miss  Kuhlman  or  her 
associates  illegally  took  his  personal 
records,  interfered  with  his  business  and 
breached  her  contract  with  him. 

Donald  Lasser,  attorney  for  Mr. 
Bartholomew,  said  the  settlement  in¬ 
cluded  a  money  payment  to  the  former 
aide  and  agreement  that  “neither  party 
discuss  terms  of  the  settlement.” 
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Kent  State  Fund  explained 

Misinformation  about  church’s  role  stirred  controversy 


By  WINSTON  H.  TAYLOR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  A  little 
information  —  or  misinformation  —  is  a 
dangerous  thing,  as  United  Methodist 
leaders  learned  in  September  from  a 
hornet’s  nest  that  a  Kent  State  defense 
fund  stirred  up. 

When  Ohio  officials  and  guardsmen 
were  absolved  Aug.  27  of  personal 
liability  for  the  deaths  of  four  Kent  State 
University  students  and  injury  of  others 
five  years  ago,  newspaper  stories 
reported  that  the  church’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  was  paying  or  had 
raised  court  expenses  for  the  victims, 
some  $235,000. 

Telephones  began  to  ring  and  mail  to 
arrive  in  the  offices  of  the  board  and  of 
the  bishops  and  district  superintendents 
in  Ohio,  asking  whether  this  was  true  and 
what  authority  the  board  had  to  spend 
denominational  funds  this  way. 

It  was  not  true,  and  the  facts  were  soon 
able  to  abate  the  critical  nature  of  most 
of  the  queries.  Some  persons,  however, 
were  not  satisfied  and  remained  upset 
with  the  board’s  involvement  in  any  way 
with  the  Kent  State  issue,  and  some  said 
they  would  leave  the  church  or  stop  their 
donations. 

The  facts  of  the  fund  include  these: 

•  The  Kent  State  Due  Process  of  Law 
Fund  was  established  by  the  board  in 
1973  to  help  the  families  of  shooting 
victims  pay  the  legal  costs  of  their  at¬ 
tempts  to  seek  justice.  It  was  ad¬ 
ministered  and  controlled  by  the  board 
but  used  none  of  the  board’s  budget.  The 
board’s  resulting  administrative  costs  of 
$29,000  came  from  the  fund.  The 
“Discipline”  gives  the  board  authority  to 
solicit  such  special  funds. 

•  Neither  conferences,  congregations 
nor  members  were  solicited  for  the  fund. 
It  was  raised  through  a  direct  mailing  to 
some  555,000  persons  on  commercial 
mailing  lists  and  through  an  ad¬ 
vertisement  in  the  New  York  Times.  No 
denominational  mailing  list  was  used, 
according  to  officials. 

•  The  fund  has  been  used  to  pay  court 


costs  and  expenses  of  the  slain  victims’ 
families  during  the  trial,  but  their  at¬ 
torneys  have  donated  their  fees, 
estimated  at  a  quarter  million  dollars. 

•  The  fund  has  reached  some  $290,000 
from  23,000  subscribers.  While  gifts 
ranged  up  to  $5,000,  they  averaged  $12. 

•  The  mailing  lists  were  donated,  and 
the  fund  paid  only  postage  and 
processing  for  the  letters. 

Although  church  leaders  generally 
credited  the  press  with  fair  and  objective 
reporting  of  the  trial,  the  mis¬ 
information  which  contributed  most  to 
the  furor  came  largely  from  news  items 
used  by  several  papers  which  said  the 
board  “paid  $235,000  of  the  victims’ 
expenses  .  .  .  and  would  help  bankroll 
the  appeal,”  or  “the  Methodist  Church 
group  which  paid  $235,000  in  expenses.” 

No  funds  from  the  church 

The  Kent  State  fund  is  the  church’s 
fund  and  belongs  to  the  church  but  does 
not  include  funds  from  the  church, 
stresses  the  Rev.  John  P.  Adams,  board 
staff  member  who  has  related  to  the  Kent 
case  almost  since  the  day  the  shots  were 
fired.  He  points  out  that  the  relationship 
of  the  board  has  been  open  from  the  start, 
rather  than  being  covered  up.  The  fund’s 
church  relationship  was  cleared  even  by 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service,  for  tax 
deductibility  of  gifts,  and  by  the  Postal 
Service,  for  non-profit  mail  rates. 

The  fund  was  not  new  this  summer, 
however.  It  was  established  in  1973  to 
handle  proceeds  from  a  board-co- 
sponsored  book  on  the  Kent  State 
shooting.  It  was  given  specific  clearance 
by  the  90-member  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  whose  members  come  from 
across  the  nation. 

Neither  was  sanction  for  Mr.  Adams  to 
be  involved  in  this  controversy  new,  as  he 
has  reported  to  the  board  regularly  since 
1970  and  was  given  his  first  approval  by 
the  1968-72  membership  of  the  board,  now 
almost  completely  changed.  His  travel 
and  other  expenses  for  this  have  come 
from  the  special  fund. 

While  Kent  State  had  national  im- 


In  Angola 

U.M.  pastor  killed 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Civil  strife  in 
Angola  has  resulted  in  the  death  of  at 
least  one  United  Methodist  clergyman, 
according  to  reports  received  by 
denominational  officials  here. 

The  Rev.  Filipe  Antonio  de  Freitas, 
director  of  the  church’s  mission  station 
at  Quessua,  was  killed  at  his  home  near 
Quessua  sometime  within  the  last  eight 
weeks.  Neither  the  exact  date  nor  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  his  death  are  known, 
however,  said  Ms.  Sue  Robinson,  an 
executive  in  the  African  office  of  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries  World 
Division. 

Confirmation  of  Mr.  Freitas’  death 
came  in  a  communique  from  Bishop 
Emilio  de  Carvalho,  leader  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Angola  which  is 
structurally  related  to  the  U.S. -based 
denomination  through  the  World 
Division. 

“There  is  no  confirmation  to  reports 
that  many  United  Methodist  workers 
have  lost  their  lives  in  Malanje,”  the 
bishop  wrote.  However,  observers  fear 
many  United  Methodists  are  among  the 
casualties  which  continue  to  mount.  The 
bishop  said  fighting  in  the  north  central 
portion  of  the  country  had  resulted  in 
“partial  destruction  and  looting”  of  the 
Church  Center  in  Malanje. 


Newspaper  brings  6 mind 
of  Christ 9  to  reporting 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

PLAINFIELD,  N.  J.  —  A  new  national 
newspaper  is  slated  to  “hit  the  streets” 
on  October  7.  Its  purpose  is  “to  bring  the 
mind  of  Christ  to  bear  on  the  events  of  the 
day,”  according  to  the  editor. 

The  editor,  former  New  York  Times 
newsman  Robert  G.  Slosser  indicated  in 
a  telephone  interview  with  TM/  UMR 
that  the  "National  Courier”  will  be 
openly  Christian  without  being  religious. 
“The  mind  of  Christ  is  the  real  thing;  it 
will  produce  evenhandedness  and  in¬ 
tegrity.” 

He  anticipates  that  the  newspaper  will 
draw  readers  from  a  broad  cross-section 
of  the  Christian  community  and,  “just 
plain  ordinary  folk  who  have  lost  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  media.  We  will  earn  their 
respect  because  we  have  no  ideological 
or  political  axes  to  grind.” 

Mr.  Slosser  said  the  new  publication 
would  be  a  lot  like  the  National  Observer 
(a  national  weekly  published  in  Silver 
Spring,  Md.)  in  its  feature  approach  to 
the  news  and  it  will  cover  much  of  the 
same  subject  matter. 

“Our  colors  will  show  more  in  the  in¬ 
terpretative  articles  which  will  bring 
the  truths  of  Christian  history  and 
scripture  to  bear  on  the  issues.  All  in¬ 
terpretative  articles  will  be  clearly 
labeled,”  Mr.  Slosser  said,  and  added, 
“we’ll  do  our  opinionating  on  the 
editorial  page.” 

Present  plans  are  to  have  roughly  one- 
third  of  the  paper  devoted  to  religious 
news  and  Christian  features,  one-third  to 
secular  news  and  one-third  to  editorials 
and  cultural  news,  Mr.  Slosser  said. 

Asked  why  he  expects  the  National 
Courier  to  succeed  at  a  time  when  many 
religious  publications  are  having  a  hard 
time  and  religious  news  coverage  is 
decreasing,  Mr.  Slosser  offered  two 
reasons. 

First,  “The  demand  has  never  been 
there  before.  There  are  60  million 


EYE  PROBLEMS? 

Gentle  LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  floats 
out  dust  and  irritants.  Relieves  burning  and 
itching.  Soothes  away  redness.  Solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  sore,  tired,  dull  eyes.  Ask  for  genuine 
LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  druggist.  For  gentle,  soothing 
relief.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  back. 

Raise  Funds  For 
Your  Church,  Club, 

Or  Civic  Group 


Your  organization  can  sell  our 
top-quality  pecans  to  raise  needed 
funds.  We  grow,  pack  and  ship  our 
own  pecan  meats,  attractively 
packaged  in  cellophane  bags. 
Whole  halves  or  broken  pieces 
available. 

For  complete  details  and 
wholesale  price  lists,  write: 

Dept.  13 

MASCOT  PECAN  COMPANY 
Glennville,  Georgia  30427 


plications  and  attention,  its  focus  was  in 
Ohio,  where  the  shooting  occurred  and 
whose  officials  were  being  sued  in  the 
latest  of  several  court  actions.  In  both 
Ohio  conferences,  the  bishops’  offices 
reported  that  inquiries  were  greatest 
(fewer  than  100  in  either  case)  during  the 
two  weeks  following  the  trial  verdict  but 
had  then  almost  vanished. 

United  Methodist  Communications’ 
Infoserv  in  Nashville  was  averaging 
three  calls  a  day  during  those  two  weeks, 
but  then  they  slowed  down  to  one  a  day  or 
fewer.  Inforserv’s  calls  were  from  a 
wider  area  but  predominantly  from  Ohio. 
Callers  were  generally  urged  to  express 
any  further  questions  or  criticism  to  the 
board. 

The  wider  issue 

The  issue  is  wider,  however,  than 
merely  whether  church  members  have 
correct  information,  rather  than  mis¬ 
information,  to  respond  to.  Mr.  Adams 
and  others  pointed  out  that,  while  the 
bulk  of  reaction  did  not  erupt  until  the 
trial  ended  and  most  critics  objected  to 


this  reported  use  of  church  funds,  many 
were  rebelling  also  at  Mr.  Adams’  and 
the  church’s  involvement  in  such  an 
issue,  which  some  persons  see  as  a 
negative  influence  on  law  enforcement. 

He  and  others  in  Ohio  who  have  been  on 
the  line  to  reply  to  critics  have  pointed 
out  that  the  church’s  stated  support  for 
equal  justice  under  the  law  “needs  more 
than  talking.”  The  real  issue,  as  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  has  seen  it, 
in  giving  Mr.  Adams  its  backing,  is  “the 
state’s  response  to  injustice,  how  it 
lawfully  responds,”  and  its  “use  of  ex¬ 
cessive  force  in  a  civil  disorder.”  He 
feels  that  Ohio  has  “skirted  this  issue  just 
as  many  Southern  states  skirted  the  issue 
of  their  response  to  racial  issues”  in  the 
1960s. 

Since  the  state  of  Ohio  paid  the  defense 
expenses  of  its  governor,  other  officials 
and  the  guardsmen,  reportedly  more 
than  $l  million,  the  board  acted  to  create 
the  special  fund  to  help  the  victims’ 
families  who  “had  the  burden  of  grief.” 
This,  to  Mr.  Adams,  is  an  extension  of 
pastoral  ministry. 


Custom-made  heritage  tour 
works  best  for  Ohioans 


Bishop  de  Carvalho  related  the  story  of 
one  pastor  in  Quibala  who  had  to  flee  his 
home  with  his  small  children.  "His  wife 
was  in  Malanje  and  his  older  children 
had  disappeared  from  their  home.  His 
house  was  burned  and  consequently  all 
their  belongings  were  lost.” 

The  bishop  also  wrote  that  students  at 
Emanuel  Seminary  in  Dondi  were  to  be 
evacuated  “for  security  reasons,”  and 
the  church  was  attempting  to  fly  them 
into  Luanda,  the  capital. 

“In  Luanda,  all  pastors  are  at  their 
posts,”  he  said,  with  the  exception  of  two 
ministers  who  had  gone  to  the  southern 
part  of  the  country. 

Ms.  Robinsons  noted  that  the  UMC  was 
among  denominations  which  contributed 
$5,000  for  food  and  medical  supplies 
through  Church  World  Service,  the  relief 
agency  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  during  the  late  summer. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  also  has 
responded  to  the  situation,  sending 
$10,000  each  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Baptist  Church  and  the 
churches  of  Central  Angola. 

Additional  aid  will  be  channeled 
through  whatever  agency  is  most  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  all  sides  in  the  Angolan 
conflict. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

LIMA,  Ohio  —  There  are  Heritage 
Tours  and  Heritage  Tours  and  they’re  all 
pretty  much  the  same.  Right? 

Wrong,  says  an  Ohio  United  Methodist 
who  believes  his  area’s  “do-it-yourself” 
tour  package  is  unique. 

The  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tour 
sponsored  by  the  U.M.  Historical  Society 
of  Ohio  is  custom-made  by  United 
Methodists.  It’s  not  “poured  from  a 
mould  by  tour-package  experts,”  says  its 
third-time  coordinator,  Rev.  Austin  R. 
Whitmore,  superintendent  of  the  Lima 
district,  West  Ohio  conference. 

Furthermore,  he  says,  the  Ohio  tour 
which  began  in  1971,  was  repeated  in 
1973,  and  is  now  taking  off  again  for  14 
days  in  October,  has  racked  up  a  number 
of  other  “firsts:” 

It’s  a  joint  venture  by  two  annual 
conferences.  Its  lecturers  are  two  United 
Methodsit  bishops,  Francis  E.  Kearns  of 
the  Ohio  East  Area  and  F.  Gerald  Ensley 
of  Ohio  West. 

In  fact,  says  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  West 
Ohio  annual  conference  was  probably  the 
first  to  have  its  own  bishop  as  official 
lecturer  on  a  tour. 

The  1973  tour,  he  says,  took  the  largest 
group  of  United  Methodists  ever  to 


travel  thrugh  East  Germany,  as  part  of 
Bishop  Ensley ’s  Reformation  Tour.  (A 
simultaneous  Wesley  tour  in  Britain  was 
being  conducted  by  Bishop  Kearns.) 

And  this  year’s  tour,  Oct.  5-18,  will  be 
the  first  to  begin  with  a  visit  to 
Ballingrane,  Ireland,  home  of  the  first 
Methodists  who  came  to  America,  in¬ 
cluding  Barbara  Heck  and  Philip 
Embury. 

“We  have  more  flexibility  because  we 
plan  our  own  tours,"  Mr.  Whitmore 
maintains.  The  Ohio  itinerary  is  planned 
by  a  task  force  from  the  two  annual 
conferences.  The  task  force  is  currently 
chaired  by  the  Rev.  Karl  Bucey,  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Canton,  who  will  also  serve 
as  co-ordinator  on  the  tour. 

The  group  does  use  the  services  of  an 
agency  to  make  travel  arrangements, 
but  “we  find  there  are  greater  benefits 
for  us  in  doing  our  own  thing.” 

Other  Ohio  United  Methodists  may 
agree,  because  “we  are  beginning  to 
have  repeaters,”  Mr.  Witmore  told 
TM/UMR.  Among  this  year’s  travellers, 
five  persons  were  on  the  1971  tour;  21 
additional  persons  were  along  in  1971  and 
1973;  and  61  additional  persons  were  on 
one  of  the  1973  tours. 


BALLINGRANE,  Ireland  —  If  the  Rev.  Bob  Storey  should  happen  to  use  John 
Wesley’s  ramshorn  to  call  his  congregation  together  one  morning  in  October,  as  he 
is  pictured  doing  here,  he’ll  draw  225  United  Methodists  from  Ohio,  USA,  as  well. 
[See  story  above.] 


evangelicals  out  there  who  are  interested 
in  religious  news,  and  who  resent  the  lack 
of  coverage  given  religious  news  in  the 
secular  press.  We  know  that  because  of 
the  success  of  Logos  Journal  and  Logos 
books." 

Second,  “It’s  never  been  tried  before  at 
the  quality  and  depth  we  are  planning  to 
do,”  Mr.  Slosser  said. 

The  newspaper,  in  a  tabloid  format, 
will  be  sold  in  supermarkets,  bookstores 
and  on  newsstands.  _ 


Help  the 
hurt  stop 
hurting 

Who  can  pass  a  crying  child 
without  stopping  to  help? 
Yet  the  cries  of  suffering 
children  often  go  unheard  - 
-  because  they  are  on  the 
other  side  of  the  world  or  on 
the  other  side  of  our  cities. 
Your  gifts  to  the  United 
Methodist  Child  Support 
Program  help  provide 
food,  clothing,  medicine, 
shelter  and  Christian 
love.  This  one-to-one 
ministry  helps  heal  the 
hurts  of  more  than  a 
million  children  daily. 


Apply  my  gilt  of  $  — 

NATIONAL  DIVISION 

□  To  provide  educational 
ministries  lo  youth  in  crista 
at  the  Boyland-Haven- 
Mathe'  Academy.  Camden, 


Check  the  coupon  below 
to  indicate  where  you 
wish  your  gift  to  be 
directed  to  help  a  hurting 
child. 


.  to  project  checked: 


WORLO  DIVISION 

O  To  provide  yearly 
scholarships  —  $60  tor  a 
day  student,  $260  lor  a 
boarding  student  —  tor 
children  in  Liberia 
000472-5-R8 


UMCOR 

□  To  provide  a  betler  world 
for  children  by  enabling 
tamllles  to  help  themselves 
through  c" 
deveiopment 
Haiti  418266-C 


Jeremie, 


Please  send  your 
gilt  through  your 
local  church, 
annual  conference,  or  to: 

United  Methodist 
Child  Support 
Program  Rm.  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr., 
New  York,  N.  Y.  10027 


Please  send  me  further  information  about- 


Street  address  _ 


The  United  Methodist  Child  Suppon  Program  is  a  part  ot  the  world  wide  ministry  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  with  all 
child  care  institutions  approved  as  Advance  Specials 
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Subscriptions 
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an  Fields  UMW  highlight  Sr.  Gtizens’  interests 


h  program  on  retirement,  given  by 
Elysian  Fields  United  Methodist  Women 
(New  Orleans)  in  May  was  extended  into 
two  informative  and  educational  sessions 
during  the  autumn.  Using  the  UMW 
program  resources  and  suggestions, 
members  invited  a  representative  of  the 
Social  Security  Administration  to  explain 


benefits  available.  A  question  and  an¬ 
swer  period  followed  her  presentation. 
All  church  members  were  asked  to  the 
meeting.  Of  great  interest  to  everyone, 
this  proved  to  be  a  highly  successful 
event. 

At  the  October  UMW  meeting,  a  leader 


of  the  American  Association  of  Retired 
Persons  presented  descriptions  of  ac¬ 
tivities  and  benefits  available  to  senior 
citizens  (including  all  over  age  55).  The 
local  Gentilly  Terrace  chapter  of  the 
AARP  meets  monthly  at  Elysian  Fields 
Church.  The  Rev.  Tommy  Bergeron,  Sr., 
is  pastor. 


Mrs.  Lydia  Diggs  (left),  Claims  Representative  of  Social 
Security  Administration,  discusses  benefits  with  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Derbes,  president  of  Elysian  Fields  UMW. 

A  tribute 


Mrs.  Vickie  Hill  (left),  president  of  local  chapter  of 
American  Association  of  Retired  Persons,  explains  activities 
of  the  group  to  Mrs.  Warren  Conner.  Mrs.  A.  E.  Brown,  and 
Mrs.  Albert  Joyner,  members  of  Elysian  Fields  UMW. 


She  guided  Conference 
UMW  on  successful  path 


Moses  Chapel 
receives  check 

from  1000  club 


When  Mrs.  Rob¬ 
ert  E.  Compton  of 
Jennings  turned  ov¬ 
er  the  gavel  to  Mrs. 
Truman  Ward  of 
New  Orleans  in  the 
office  of  President 
of  United  Methodist 
Women,  she  had 
completed  a  suc¬ 
cessful  term  as 
head  of  a  group  that 
had,  indeed,  "found 
its  way  in  the  Con¬ 
ference.” 

A  charming  and 
capable  leader,  she 
had  stepped  into  the 
job  on  short  notice, 
and  at  a  time  when 
the  new  UMW  was 
coming  into  being. 
She  has  done  a  su¬ 
perb  job  of  leading 
the  women  of  the 
Conference  both  in 
their  organization 
and  in  spiritual 
growth.  Her  leader¬ 
ship  has  given 
status  to  the  role 
which  she  assumed 
and  wore  with  pride 
and  dedication. 

United  Methodist 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Compton 


Moses  Chapel  UM  Church,  located  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  District,  has  received  a 
check  of  $8,905.02  as  their  share  of  the 
second  call  from  the  1000  Club  last  year. 
Moses  Chapel  is  relocated  because  of  a 
highway  construction  project,  and  will  be 
in  north  Zachary  near  Lane  Memorial 
Hospital. 

The  check  from  the  1000  Club  was 
presented  by  O.  W.  Marrs,  Baton  Route 
District  Lay  Leader,  to  Thomas 
Franklin,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Moses  Chapel.  The  ac¬ 
companying  photograph  shows  the 
presentation.  In  the  background  are  the 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge 
District  Superintendent,  Mrs.  Corrine 
Brown,  a  trustee,  and  the  Rev.  Adam 
Franklin,  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  Advance,  World  Service  and 
other  General  Church  benevolence 
projects  are  featured  in  the 
BENEVOLENCE  REPORTER 
tabloid  insert  inside  this  issue.  This 
tabloid  tells  how  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  reaching 
thousands  of  individuals  through 
domestic  and  foreign  projects. 


Women  are  grow-  ing  in  our  Confer¬ 
ence,  their  giving  is  increasing,  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  is  on  the  "upswing.”  Much  of 
this  is  due  to  the  inspired  and  inspiring 
guidance  of  the  gracious  lady  who  has 
been  the  leader,  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Comp¬ 
ton. 

Although  she  is  stepping  aside  from  her 
former  office,  she  is  still  very  much  in 
the  middle  of  everything  that  brings  life 
and  service  to  our  church.  It  is  signifi¬ 
cant  that  she  received  such  a  large  vote 
to  be  elected  by  the  Annual  Conference  as 
a  representative  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  (and  as  such  to  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference)  in  1976.  She  serves  on  many 
local,  state  and  national  committees,  and 
her  influence  will  continue  to  be  felt. 

From  all  of  the  women  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  (and  many,  many  others)  a  special 
word  of  tribute  and  love  go  to  Mary  Adele 
Compton! 


‘We  Care’  mission:  meaningful 

A  successful  and 
meaningful  "We 
Care"  Mission  was 
held  at  the  Belle 
Chasse  Community 
UM  Church 
September,  a 
cording  to  the  Rev 
Arthur  M.  Baker 
Pastor.  T  h 
photograph  shows 
some  of  the 
ticipants.  They 
the  Reve 
Carey  Martin,  John 
Lee,  Tom  Crosby, 

Jerry  Means,  Art 
Baker,  Jack 

Dan  Grove  and  Sale  Lilly.  (Not  shown  is  Paul  Carroll.) 


Lay  Biblical-theological  studies  now  in  progress 


A  pilot  program  in  “Lay  Biblical  and 
Theological  Studies”  began  on  Sep¬ 
tember  17  and  is  being  held  in  New 
Orleans.  The  classes  now  running  are  for 
10  sessions,  and  they  are  being  taught  by 
the  Rev.  Clarence  G.  Fuller,  Jr.,  of  New 
Orleans.  Sharing  leadership  with  him  is 
Dr.  William  Mount,  former  professor  of 


New  Testament  at  Perkins. 

Two  separate  sessions  will  be  held  as 
one-day  meetings,  on  October  11  and 
again  on  November  8.  The  program  is  for 
potential  Black  ministers,  and  is  limited 
to  20  persons,  all  of  whom  are 
",  .  .  competent  lay  persons  .  .  .  who 


have  been  giving  some  thought  to 
becoming  a  part-time  or  full-time 
minister  .  .  .” 

The  Local  Steering  Committee  is 
composed  of:  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  District 
Superintendent;  the  Rev.  A1  Poilar;  and 
the  Rev.  George  Sherman. 


Have  you  sent  in  your  reservation? 

If  you  have  not  mailed  your  reservation  for  the  Bishops’  fellowship,  and  we  want  everyone  to  come  who  possibly  can 
Dinner  on  November  12,  please  do  so  right  away.  Many  have  get  to  New  Orleans.  For  your  convenience  we  are  carrying, 
indicated  a  desire  to  attend  this  once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity  again  this  week,  a  form  to  help  in  making  your  reservation, 
to  enjoy  a  gala  evening  in  "good  company"  and  Christian  Act  now.  The  deadline  for  reservations  is  November  l! 


Please  make _ reservations  for  the  "Bishops  Dinner”  Wednesday.  November  12.  1975.  7:00  P.M..  in  the  J 

Imperial  Room  of  the  Fairmont  Hotel. 


Enclosed  is  a  check  for  S_ 
Note: 


.  at  S 1 7.00  per  reservation 


I 

■  WAV.  I 

Tables  of  8  may  be  reserved.  The  name  of  the  church  or  group  making  a  table  reservation  of  8  will  be  posted  J 
on  the  table  if  requested.  jj 

Name  (individual,  group,  or  church) _ . _ { 


(If  group  or  church,  list  name  of  person  making  the  reservations). 


Should  name  of  church  or  group  be  posted  at  the  table? 


Address. 
City _ 


_ Phone. 


Signed. 


On  receipt  of  check,  payable  to  the  BISHOPS  DINNER  COMMITTEE,  and  mailed  to  1915  American  Bank  | 
Building.  New  Orleans.  Louisiana.  70130.  tickets  will  be  forwarded  to  above.  ( 


Lafayette  youth 
have  ‘experience 
of  a  lifetime’ 

Senior  High  Youth  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  recently 
returned  from  what  was  termed  by  many 
as  the  "experience  of  a  lifetime.”  It  was 
an  experience  in  which  they  helped 
others. 

They  participated  in  a  Workcamp  at 
Henderson  Settlement,  a  United 
Methodist  Mission  located  in  Frakes, 
Kentucky.  The  Settlement  is  25  miles 
from  the  Cumberland  Gap,  and  is  in  the 
Appalachian  Mountains.  The  13-day 
journey  covered  2300  miles,  and  the 
youth  came  back  with  an  even  greater 
enthusiasm  than  when  they  left. 

Among  the  activities  at  the  Settlement 
were:  bricking  a  house;  building  a 
reservoir;  tearing  down  a  barn;  paint¬ 
ing;  farm  work.  Each  person  commented 
that  although  the  work  was  hard,  it  was 
gratifying.  The  young  people  had  nightly 
devotionals  and  they  concluded  the  week 
by  celebrating  the  Lord’s  Supper.  A  total 
of  29  persons,  youth  and  counselors,  par¬ 
ticipated. 

In  addition  to  their  work  experience, 
they  managed  to  combine  some 
“pleasure  with  business"  and  visited 
points  of  interest  along  the  way.  They 
saw  The  Upper  Room,  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  Scarritt 
College  and  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  also  visited  points  of 
interest  in  other  states. 

The  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr.,  pastor  at 
First,  and  Weldon  Barnes,  Youth 
Director,  noted  that  the  youth  regarded 
this  as  a  life-changing  experience.  Prior 
to  the  trip  the  young  people  worked  in 
many  fund  raising  efforts  to  help  defray 
their  expenses. 

Lafayette  Dist. 
Mission  Workshop 
and  rally  Oct.  12 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  G.  McDowell, 
Lafayette  District  Superintendent,  an¬ 
nounces  that  a  mission  workshop  and 
rally  will  be  held  October  12  at  Asbury 
Church,  Lafayette. 

The  mission  workshop,  5:15  to  6:45 
P.M.,  will  include  the  following  speakers 
and  topics:  the  Rev.  James  Richardson, 
Associate  Pastor  of  First  Church, 
Franklin,  "Bible  Study:  The  Prophets;” 
the  Rev.  James  Christie,  Pastor  of  First 
Church,  Crowley,  “A  Nation  Under 
God;”  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  Assistant 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  "The  Southeast  Asia 
Christian  Presence." 

The  mission  rally  which  begins  at  7 
P.M.  will  include  musical  selections 
presented  by  the  choirs  of  area  United 
Methodist  Churches.  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  will  bring  the  message  for 
the  rally  on  his  recent  Episcopal  visit  to 
Southeast  Asia.  All  churches  in  the  area 
are  invited  to  attend. 

UMC  bicentennial 
films  available 

Two  United  Methodist  films  con¬ 
cerning  the  nation’s  bicentennial  have 
been  released. 

"Burning  Bright,”  a  28-minute  color 
film,  deals  with  major  aspects  of  the 
history  of  the  UMC  and  other  churches  of 
Methodist  origin  in  the  U.S.  "The  People 
Called  Methodist"  extends  the  historical 
view  of  the  U.S.  Church  to  a  world  view  of 
Methodism. 

For  rental  or  purchase  information, 
contact  the  United  Methodist  Film 
Service,  1525  McGavock  St.,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37203. 

Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 
begins  expansion  plans 

Broadmoor  UM,  Baton  Rouge,  has 
broken  ground  for  a  new  Activities 
Building,  the  final  stage  in  a  long-range 
master  plan  for  the  Church,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Douglas  McGuire,  Pastor. 

A  $661,000  project,  the  facility  will 
include  a  gymnasium  and  shower  rooms; 
stage,  storage  for  gym  equipment  and 
other  items;  kitchen,  dietitian’s  office 
and  pantry,  powder  rooms;  Youth 
Minister’s  office,  classrooms,  recreation 
room  for  varied  activities;  and  a  library 
and  reading  room.  Construction  is 
scheduled  for  completion  in  time  for  the 
1976  summer  program. 

Jefferson  Church  holds 
service  of  consecration 

Jefferson  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is 
holding  a  consecration  service  for  their 
new  sanctuary  on  Sunday,  October  12, 
and  a  special  celebration  is  being  held. 

All  former  members  and  other  friends 
of  the  church  are  invited  and  urged  to 
attend  the  ceremonies. 

A  spokesman  for  the  church  notes  that 
the  Consecration  service  is  being  held 
"17  years  and  one  week  from  the  very 
first  meeting  to  form  Jefferson  Church. 
Thirty -nine  people  met  in  Jefferson 
Terrace  School  on  October  5,  1958  to  talk 
about  forming  the  new  church  .  .  .”  The 
smaller  building  which  has  been  used  for 
a  sanctuary  and  "all-purpose"  room  will 
now  be  used  as  a  fellowship  hall. 


Bishop’s  Message 

The  third  Sunday  in  September  brought  unforgettable  joys.  The  day  began  as 
we  drove  over  the  causeway  to  the  north  shore,  where  the  Reverend  Don 
McDowell,  Dr.  William  Fraser,  Hammond  District  laymen,  and  others  have 
begun  a  brand  new  congregation  named  St.  Timothy-on-the-North  Shore.  The 
room  was  crowded  with  more  than  135  people,  over  90  of  whom  joined  the 
church  on  invitation  of  the  pastor.  Some  came  by  profession  of  faith.  It  was 
exciting  to  participate  in  the  establishment  of  this  new  congregation,  the  first  to 
be  chartered  in  Louisiana  in  many  years.  Already  news  has  drifted  back  of  the 
successful  movement  to  establish  another;  let's  make  this  a  conference- wide 
habit. 

Later  in  the  morning  we  helped  celebrate  an  anniversary  at  Waldheim 
Church  which  acknowledged  that  it  had  worshipped  for  one  hundred  years  in  its 
present  beautiful  edifice,  but  with  a  congregational  history  of  very  dim  origins 
dating  back  perhaps  135  years.  This  lovely  old  Waldheim  Church,  as  you  know, 
was  a  German-speaking  congregation  for  almost  a  century,  having  been 
organized  by  groups  of  Thuringians  and  others  who  came  to  southern  Louisiana 
in  migrations  from  Europe  during  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The 
great  pulpit  Bible,  in  German  of  course,  bears  the  date  1861.  The  church  edifice, 
beautiful  all-white  and  story-book  in  appearance,  lifts  its  spire  above  the  groves 
of  towering  pine,  cypress,  and  oak  whose  many  branches  are  festooned  with 
streamers  of  Spanish  moss.  The  church  is  surrounded  by  a  well-kept  cemetery, 
where  we  wandered  with  a  gracious  lady  who  showed  us  the  resting  places  of 
many  of  the  four  generations  of  her  ancestors  preceding.  Some  of  the  head¬ 
stones  revealed  birthdates  as  early  as  1826.  As  we  stood  by  the  graves,  we  also 
looked  at  old  photos  of  those  who  rested  there,  and  we  read  small  sections  of 
printed  material  about  their  life  and  faith.  I  felt  that  I  had  experienced  a 
pastoral  call  among  these  very  people  —  a  not  illogical  thought  when  one 
considers  what  we  really  believe  about  the  communion  of  saints. 

Later  in  the  day  we  dedicated  the  parsonage  at  Fitzgerald,  and  that  evening 
gave  the  fourth  message  of  the  day  in  a  missions  presentation  at  Amite  where 
the  administrative  board  accepted  the  responsibility  for  four  years  of  support 
for  an  Iban  pastor  in  the  jungles  of  Sarawak. 

It  was  a  good  day. 

Faithfully, 


)WUL. <3 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Roanoke  Church  breaks  ground 


Ground  breaking  services  recently  were  held  at  Roanoke  Church  for  the  new 
Sanctuary  and  Education  Building.  The  Church  is  to  receive  the  current  One 
Thousand  Club  call.  Pictured,  from  left  to  right:  Byrl  Moreland.  Superintendent  of 
the  Lake  Charles  District;  C.  W.  Tietje,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee; 
Homer  V.  Bailes,  Pastor;  and  Orval  McMillan,  Chairman  of  the  Administrative 
Board. 

Arcadia  First  Church  dedicates 
new  chancel  furniture 


At  the  morning  worship  hour  on  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  Don  Madden,  Lay  Leader  of 
the  First  UM  Church,  acting  for  and  on 
behalf  of  the  many  people  who  gave, 
presented  the  New  Chancel  Furniture  to 
DeWitt  Clements,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  Mr.  Clements  accepted  on 
behalf  of  the  Board  and  the  membership 
of  the  Church.  The  Rev.  Douglas 
Williams,  Sr.,  pastor,  dedicated  these 
furnishings  "to  the  Glory  of  God  and  in 
memory  of  God’s  servants  who  have 


been  honored  so  greatly  by  the  memorial 
contributions  used  to  purchase  the 
chancel  equipment.”  Many  gifts  were 
included. 

A  communication  from  the  church 
indicates  that  ".  .  .it  was  very  fitting 
that  on  the  very  day  of  its  dedication,  the 
Baptismal  Font  was  used  for  the  first 
time  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Pearce 
presented  their  infant  son,  Marcus  Brian 
Pearce,  for  the  Sacrament  of  Infant 
Baptism. 


Shown  taking  part  in  the  dedication  are.  from  left:  DeWitt  Clements.  Don  Madden, 
and  Douglas  Williams,  Sr.,  Pastor. 

Asbury  member  serves  her  church  HO  years 

It  may  be  something  of  a  record  —  80 
years  on  the  "Steward  Board"  of  one 
\  A.  church,  Asbury  UM,  Clinton,  La.  And  the 

record  for  service  carries  with  it  the  life 
M  1  story  of  a  great  lady,  Mrs.  Julia  Tutson. 

H  who  celebrated  her  93rd  birthday  last 

IE?  summer. 

Mrs.  Tutson  has  served  the  church 
1  faithfully  and  well,  and  was  active  in 

1  ii if  II  every  phase  of  church  life  until  illness 

forced  her  to  slow  down,  according  to  a 
f; '  flfes  ;  church  spokesman.  By  our  simple  arith 

wP;'*1  metic,  she  must  have  been  about  13  years 

of  age  when  she  started  her  service  on 
*¥**  $  w  -*♦-  - ---m  t^e  church's  board.  And  for  one 

Mrs.  Julia  Tutson,  loyal  church  dedicated  it  is  very  likely  she  was 
member  for  almost  a  century.  identified  with  Asbury  even  earlier. 


\ 
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Here  1  Stand 


Human  sexuality:  not  ‘top  priority’  Missing  conviction  brings  about  weakest 

link  in  our  United  Methodist  Church? 


Should  United  Methodism  undertake  a 
four-year,  churchwide  study  of  human 
sexuality? 

This  question  has  surfaced  in  numer¬ 
ous  sections  of  the  church  during  recent 
months.  Members  of  the  denomination’s 
national  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  have 
formally  offered  such  a  proposal.  Now  an 
editorial  in  the  October  “News  and  Com¬ 
ment”  section  of  “interpreter”  maga¬ 
zine  —  entitled  “Some  Straight  Talk 
about  Homosexuality”  —  offers  a  similar 
suggestion. 

This  latest  proposal  endorses  the  idea 
of  a  four-year  study  of  human  sexuality 
in  which  the  specific  issue  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  would  be  put  into  ‘‘its  broader 
context.” 

Such  a  proposal  seems  reasonable 
enough  on  first  thought.  The  editorial 
points  out  that  there  is  a  homosexual 
presence  within  the  UMC  —  true.  It 
states  that  unanimity  of  opinion  on  this 
issue  does  not  exist  within  the  UMC  — 
true.  It  says  there  are  unanswered 
theological  and  social  issues  involved  — 
true.  And  it  points  out  that  human 
sexuality  is  an  important  issue  —  un¬ 
doubtedly  true. 

But  while  accepting  these  truths,  we 
question  the  wisdom  of  the  “News  and 
Comment”  proposal:  creation  by  the  1976 
General  Conference  of  a  Study  Commis¬ 
sion  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  issue  for 
study  by  the  entire  church  membership 
at  least  a  year  prior  to  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

The  basic  question,  we  believe,  is:  Is 
human  sexuality,  in  all  of  its  facets,  a 
sufficiently  urgent  priority  on  the 
church’s  national  agenda  to  justify  the 


amount  of  study  and  discussion  being 
proposed?  We  believe  not. 

Traditionally,  a  churchwide  study 
commission  is  created  to  deal  with  issues 
of  overriding  importance  to  the  church. 

Sexuality,  as  a  dimension  of  being 
human,  should  be  studied  by  Christian 
individuals  and  groups  at  the  national, 
conference,  district  and  local  church 
levels.  Human  sexuality  should  par¬ 
ticularly  be  studied  in  relation  to  what 
“family”  means  to  Christians  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  1970’s.  Much  of  this  type 
of  activity  is  already  taking  place;  much 
more  is  needed— immediately! 

It  would  be  a  serious  mistake  of 
priorities,  however,  to  create  beyond 
these  normal  channels  of  study  and 
discussion,  a  General  Study  Commission 
on  Human  Sexuality.  There  are  numer¬ 
ous  other  issues  which  should  be  much 
higher  on  the  church’s  agenda,  a  few  of 
which  include:  alleviation  of  world 
hunger,  development  of  ways  to  proclaim 
the  gospel  to  millions  who  have  not 
received  its  saving  power,  and  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  task  of  creating  a  racially 
and  ethnically  inclusive  church. 

Creation  of  a  churchwide  study  on 
human  sexuality  might  help  to  lower 
tensions  on  issues  relating  to  sexuality  at 
the  1976  General  Conference.  At  the  same 
time,  it  would  present  a  distorted  por¬ 
trait  of  our  church’s  priorities  for 
mission  and  ministry. 

We  should  never  avoid  a  valid  issue  — 
related  to  sexuality  or  anything  else.  But 
neither  should  we  become  preoccupied 
with  an  issue  which  stacks  up  poorly 
against  the  multitude  of  other  tasks 
which  stand  before  us. 


‘What  happens  to  all  that  money?’ 


By  KELLY  MCKELL  JR. 

You  have  often  heard  it  said  that  a 
chain  is  no  stronger  than  its  weakest  link. 
With  all  my  heart  and  my  deepest  con¬ 
viction,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the 
present  practice  of  baptizing  infants  for 
the  remission  of  sins,  and  confirming  the 
nine  year  old  by  virtue  of  his  or  her  age, 
is  no  more  scriptural  than  claiming  the 
earth  is  flat,  because  the  Bible  speaks  of 
the  four  corners  of  the  earth. 

In  our  quest  for  greatness  in  numbers, 
we  have  completely  usurped  the 
authority  and  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  word  “conviction”  is  no  longer  in  our 
vocabulary.  We  have  ignored  what  Jesus 
said  in  John’s  writings,  when  He  said  I 
must  go  in  order  for  the  Comforter  to 
come,  and  went  on  to  explain  what  the 
duties  or  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  would 
be. 

Why  am  I  so  opposed  to  what  my 
church  declares  to  be  scriptural  in 
practice  and  tradition?  Taking  a  totally 
secular  approach,  it  is  not  working!  The 
success  of  any  idea,  or  practice  is 
measured  in  results.  The  results  of  our 
efforts  are  very  poor.  Look  at  our  bulging 
membership  rolls,  and  our  per  capita 
giving.  How  many  of  our  churches  have 
40%  of  their  memberships  in  regular 
attendance?  Then  where  are  the  rest  of 
the  people?  Who  is  carrying  the  load  of 
responsibility  for  leadership,  and 
financial  support  in  our  churches?  Not 
even  the  full  40%,  but  the  faithful  few. 
What  kind  of  people  are  these  faithful 
few?  In  my  experience  I  have  found  that 
better  than  90%  of  that  faithful  few  are 
born-again  Christians  who  have  had  a 


personal  experience  with  Jesus  Christ. 
They  are  motivated  by  that  experience  to 
go  all  the  way  with  Jesus  Christ.  Now, 
how  can  you  be  motivated  with  a  wet 
hand  at  birth  and  a  dry  hand  at  nine? 
Even  the  civic  clubs  have  a  more 
meaningful  initiation  —  it  cost  them 
something  —  and  if  they  don’t  become  a 
productive  member  after  they  take  their 
vows,  the  club  has  a  way  to  take  care  of 
that  too. 

In  the  fifteen  years  of  attending  the 
layman’s  retreats  at  Leesburg,  Florida,  I 
have  heard  too  many  men  say  with  tears 
in  their  eyes,  “I  don’t  have  this  con¬ 
version  experience  that  is  talked  about 
here.  I  was  raised  in  the  church,  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  church  and  have  been 
active  in  the  church;  what  is  wrong?” 
Well,  what’s  wrong  is  this:  they  were 
converted  to  the  church  and  not  to  Jesus 
Christ. 

I  am  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  have  been  for  forty  years.  I 
love  the  Methodist  Church,  and  it  breaks 
my  heart  to  see  all  those  empty  shells  on 
the  rolls,  that  need  to  be  filled  with  the 
saving  Grace  of  Jesus  Christ.  Let  me  say 
at  this  time,  my  evaluation  is  not  all 
inclusive,  but  general  ...  for  there  are 
young  people  who,  during  their  mem¬ 
bership  training  with  the  right  pastor, 
have  had  their  hearts  touched  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  were  in  fact  converted. 
While  at  the  same  time,  there  are  those 
who  were  born  again  Christians  and  now 
no  longer  know  God,  have  yielded  to  the 
devil,  and  are  lost. 

This  weak  link  did  not  happen  over¬ 
night.  I  remember  when  a  couple  would 


bring  their  infant  to  be  dedicated  to  God, 
and  the  child  was  christened.  Then  later 
it  was  called  infant  baptism,  with  the 
responsibilities  still  on  the  parents.  Now 
it’s  called  Christian  baptism  of  the  in¬ 
fant,  to  wash  away  all  those  sins  the 
child  committed  during  the  first  few 
months  of  its  life.  According  to  a  pam¬ 
phlet  on  confirmation  published  by  our 
church,  the  child  was  really  saved  at 
baptism.  Confirmation:  the  Pastor,  page 
2  item  3:  “We  believe  that  through 
baptism  one  becomes  a  member  of 
Christ’s  Church,  moreover  we  believe 
that  this  membership  is  complete;  it  is 
not  conditional  on  some  other  act  to  be 
taken  in  the  future.” 

When  was  the  last  time  you  heard  a 
sermon  in  your  church  followed  by  an 
invitation  to  the  sinner  in  the 
congregation?  With  a  little  water  and  two 
hands  we  now  have  a  different  way  to  do 
it.  How  many  of  us  remember  the 


_ m _ 

Kelly  Nickell 
mourner’s  bench?  Maybe  you  came  into 
the  church  when  we  had  an  altar.  Today, 
we  have  a  communion  rail. 

Why  are  so  many  Methodists  leaving 
the  church  and  seeking  food  elsewhere? 
Is  Jesus  Christ  the  same  yesterday, 
today  and  forever  in  our  Methodist 
church?  As  I  said  this  is  my  church  and 
my  family  and  I  am  greatly  concerned, 
because  my  family  is  sick.  I  believe  this 
sickness  can  be  cured  by  a  vital  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  not  by  programs  and 
committees  alone.  If  this  is  not  the 
weakest  link  in  our  church,  then  let’s  find 
that  weak  link  and  strengthen  it,  else  we 
become  like  Methodism  in  England. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  can  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor.  Kelly  Nickell 
Jr.,  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Melbourne,  Fla. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Definitely  a  case  of 
‘Christian  snobbery’ 


“What  happens  to  all  that  money?” 

Few  local  church  persons  have  not  at 
one  time  or  another  asked  that  question 
about  the  portion  of  their  giving  dollar 
which  leaves  the  local  church  bound  for 
“some  vague  fund"  at  the  national  level. 

Not  only  is  it  a  valid  question,  but  one 
which  deserves  an  answer.  In  the  past 
those  who  have  sought  answers  to  that 
question  have  usually  ended  up  either  on 
the  telephone  or  taking  part  in  an  ex¬ 
change  of  correspondence  with  officials 
of  some  national  agency  —  almost 
always  to  be  ultimately  disappointed  by 
the  spotty  information  available. 

Usually,  if  the  person  seeking  in¬ 
formation  took  time  later  to  analyze  why 
he  failed  at  finding  an  answer  to  “What 
happens  to  all  that  money?"  he  came  to 
realize  that  the  scope  of  his  quest  and  not 
the  unavailability  of  information  “did 
him  in.” 

That’s  because  local  church  funds  sent 
to  the  national  church  level  for  “World 
Service”  and  other  uses  go  to 
widereaching  and  diverse  programs  and 
benevolences.  There  has  been  no  quick 
answer. 

In  late  September,  however,  a  booklet 
entitled  “What  Happens  To  All  That 
Money”  was  published  by  the  Division  of 
Program  and  Benevolence  Inter¬ 
pretation  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications.  In  a  series  of  financial 
tables  and  explanations  it  spends  64 
pages  outlining  agency  by  agency, 
budget  by  budget  the  destination  of 
money  sent  to  the  national  church. 

We  applaud  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  not  only  for  completing  the 

Welcome  St.  Paul  UMC 
local  edition,  Boise.  Okla. 

With  this  issue.  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Boise.  Okla  .  joins 
TM/UMR  local  church  edition  service. 
Each  week  200  member  families  of  that 
church  will  receive  an  edition  of  TM/ 
UMC  with  local  church  news  printed  on 
the  front  page,  and  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  church  news  on  the  other 
three  pages. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Boise  we  say 
“Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
TM/UMR  edition  informative,  and  that 
you  will  join  our  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 
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monumental  task  of  compiling  such 
information,  but  also  for  recognizing  that 
such  information  needs  to  be  made 
available  to  local  churches. 

We  applaud  United  Methodists  in  the 
pews  of  local  churches  for  caring  enough 
to  ask  the  sort  of  questions  that  would 
bring  such  a  booklet  into  being.  It  is  a 
question  we  must  never  quit  asking  our 
national  agencies  and  one  which  officials 
of  national  agencies  must  always  feel 
they  need  to  answer. 

We  hope  every  local  church  will  make 
the  new  booklet  a  part  of  its  resource 
materials.  A  free  copy  is  available  for 
each  local  church  by  writing  to  United 
Methodist  Communications,  1200  Davis 
Street,  Evanston,  Illinois,  60201.  Extra 
copies  are  available  at  $1  per  copy. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


A  MARK  OF  A 
CHRISTIAN  IS 
TO  DISAGREE 
AGREEABLY 


I'M  PROUD  OF 
ADMITTING  MY 
ERROR  TO  BOB 


BUT  MAYBE  I 
SHOULDN'T  HAVE 

Hit  him  with 

MY  LATIN  BOOK 
AFTERWARDS 


“Why  haven’t  you  written  a  story  about 
all  of  those  poor  people  in  North  Dakota 
whose  farms  have  been  ruined  by  the 
floods?”  a  woman’s  voice  asked  me  as  I 
answered  the  phone. 

Like  many  similar  callers  and  letter 
writers  who  from  time  to  time  make 
story  suggestions,  the  tone  of  her  voice 
told  me  she  was  sure  that  no  story  had 
been  written  not  because  we  just  hadn’t 
thought  about  it,  but  because  we  had 
rejected  it  as  unworthy  for  print.  I  ex¬ 
plained  that  she  might  have  a  good  idea 
and  that  if  I  could  find  a  United  Methodist 
or  other  religious  “angle”  on  which  to 
write  the  story,  I  would  do  so. 

Thanking  her  for  her  suggestion,  I  was 
just  about  to  hang  up  when  she  added, 
“It’s  about  time  some  unfortunate  white 
people  started  getting  some  publicity 
instead  of  all  those  colored  people  on 
welfare.” 

It  had  been  a  long  day  and  the  piles  of 
uncompleted  work  on  my  desk  told  me  it 
was  likely  also  to  be  a  long  night  ahead.  I 
balked  at  getting  involved  in  a  con¬ 
versation  based  on  such  a  statement,  yet 


Membership  loss  is  concern  for  ‘Portland’ 


To  the  Editor: 

The  report  in  the  September  26  issue  of 
TM/  UMR  that  “educated  guesses”  of 
United  Methodist  statistical  officials 
indicate  that  the  denomination’s 
membership  has  fallen  below  10  million 
should  be  of  surprise  to  no  one.  The  facts 
are  that  United  Methodism  has 
decreased  by  almost  one  million 
members  in  the  past  seven  years.  Our 
average  annual  “decrease”  in  mem¬ 
bership  has  been  154,000  for  the  last  six 
years.  In  1969,  the  year  the  Methodist 
Church  united  with  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  (a  denomination  of 
about  750,000  members),  the  decrease 
exceeded  200,000. 

The  decline  of  the  Sunday  School  has 
been  even  greater.  United  Methodism 
has  “lost”  almost  two  million  children 
from  its  church  schools  in  less  than  a 
decade.  The  decline  is  true  also  of  British 
Methodism.  Our  “mother”  church  in 
Great  Britain  decreased  by  150,000 
members,  one-sixth  of  the  total,  between 
1932  and  1965.  And  between  1965  and  1975, 
British  Methodism  saw  almost  100,000 
more  individuals  depart  from  the 
fellowship  of  its  churches. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  we  are  facing  a 
crisis  of  faith  within  the  church  and  that 
the  causes  of  the  problem  are  complex. 
But  one  thing  is  sure,  that  unless  we  can 
recapture  the  enthusiasm  and  devotion  of 
our  forefathers  whose  chief  ambition  was 
to  “commend  their  Saviour”  to  others, 
TM/  UMR  in  1982  will  be  reporting  on 
United  Methodism’s  statistical  officials 
giving  us  an  “educated  guess”  that  our 
membership  has  dropped  below  nine 
million. 

Is  there  any  greater  concern  than  this 
that  should  be  on  the  hearts  of  those  who 
make  the  journey  to  Portland  next  year? 
Stuart  Thody 
Huntington.  Connecticut 

Musing  editorial  good 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  editorial  entitled, 
“Equalitv,  busing  and  Christian  per¬ 
spective”  (TM/  UMR,  Sept.  26).  Your 
viewpoints  in  this  article  are  firmly 
grounded  in  the  Christian  faith.  In  the 
midst  of  the  upheaval  in  our  own  com¬ 
munity  at  present,  your  views  are  very 
timely. 

Gilbert  Schroerlucke 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

h^l  it  (trio  I  negative 

To  the  Editor: 

Most  of  your  editorial,  “‘Equality, 
busing  and  the  Christian  perspective” 
(TM/  UMR,  Sept.  26),  was  trying  to  be 
Christian,  but  your  second  paragraph 
was  awfully  negative  toward  busing.  In 
eight  short  sentences  you  used  the 
words:  almost  unanimously  unpopular, 
violates,  disruptive,  exacts,  heavy 
emotional  toll,  suffers,  bureaucrats, 
hobby,  and  social  engineering. 

Surely,  the  “heavy  emotional  toll”  is 
not  from  the  busing,  but  from  the  hate  in 
the  opposition  to  it.  Please  let  me  use  a 
few  negative  words.  Your  saying,  “many 


blacks  don’t  like  it,”  to  emphasize  the 
unpopularity  of  busing,  is  like  banging  a 
victim  on  the  head  and  when  he  says 
“ouch,”  claiming  he  agrees  with  you. 

Why  don’t  you  ask  black  Methodists  to 
respond  to  your  “many  blacks  don’t  like 
it”?  What  got  me  to  write  was  your 
saying  that  anyone  with  an  enthusiasm 
for  busing  was  a  “bureaucrat  with  a 
hobby  of  social  engineering.”  I  am  not  a 
bureaucrat,  but  I  am  an  ex -engineer  with 
the  same  Wesleyan  hobby. 

George  Eldredge 
El  Cerrito,  California 

Hisho/t's  hanger  article 

missed  ‘ root  causes' 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Ralph  Dodge  article  on  food 
(TM/UMR,  Sept.  19)  is  really  disturb¬ 
ing,  and  it  illustrates  the  real  problem 
of  food  production  in  the  world  —  that 
people  who  know  little  or  nothing  about  it 
are  given  platforms  from  which  to  speak 
on  it,  and  are  given  credence,  even  given 
authority  over  food  production  and 
distribution. 

None  of  the  things  mentioned  in  his 
article  touch  on  the  “root  causes”  of  food 
shortage.  They  are  merely  natural  and 
man  made  phenomena  which  cause 
problems  if  real  root  causes  exist. 

The  real  root  causes  of  world  food 
shortage  lie  with  political  systems  which 
do  not  reward  food  production 
adequately.  Under  political  systems 
where  free  men  are  allowed  to  develop 
systems  of  production  and  distribution, 
many  of  the  root  causes  described  by 
Bishop  Dodge  become  opportunities  and 
means  for  greater  production,  while 
many  of  the  other  causes  never  appear. 

Unfortunately,  the  solutions  offered  by 
Bishop  Dodge  are  likely  to  bring  only 
greater  problems  and  make  more  of  the 
world's  people  vulnerable  to  the 
problems  he  sees. 

So  long  as  we  think  that  Russian 
production  is  down  because  Americans 
eat  too  much,  or  that  the  people  of 
Bangladesh  will  be  better  off  if  we 
boycott  grapes  in  California,  people  will 
be  hungry.  The  world  will  only  be  fed  if  it 
is  profitable  for  someone  to  feed  them  — 
and  the  letters  I  get  each  month  from 
Bishop  Ralph  Dodge  and  his  group  don’t 
give  me  much  hope  that  they  are  about  to 
advocate  anything  that  will  make  this 
situation  come  about. 

Charles  Burlingame 
Taos.  New  Mexico 

'Here  ice  go  again  1' 

To  the  Editor: 

Re:  TM/  UMR  articles  and  editorials 
on  Bible  reading  in  space  (July  11  and 
August  1  issues)  and  articles/  editorials 
on  the  Lansman-Milam  petition  to  the 
FCC  (July  25  issue). 

That  we  peculiarly  religious  folk  called 
Christian  can  get  excited  about  these 
kinds  of  things  and  maybe  even  distort 
them  a  bit  for  "emphasis”  doesn’t 
particularly  surprise  me.  Looking  ob¬ 


jectively  at  some  of  our  own  sacred  cows 
is  not  always  one  of  our  fortes. 

But  I  must  admit  my  dismay  when 
crossing  my  desk  came  a  petition  cir¬ 
culated  by  a  United  Methodist  Church  in 
its  newsletter  which  managed  to  confuse 
(“confuse”  is  purposely  chosen  and  is  not 
to  be  considered  synonymous  with  just 
“include”)  all  of  the  issues  mentioned  in 
your  articles  under  one  letter  to  be  sent  to 
the  FCC! 

The  Scripture  reading  for  today  is 
Exodus  20 : 16.  Let  us  all  turn  in  our  Bibles 
and  read  together  .  .  . 

W.  Michael  Biklen 
Lake  Park,  Iowa 

Seminary  exceeded 
frond  expectation s 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  much  interest  and 
deep  concern  about  the  controversy  over 
our  seminaries. 

I  am  very  concerned  about  those  who 
wish  to  turn  theological  education  into  a 
robot  factory.  At  times  I  feel  deeply 
insulted  and  hurt  at  some  of  the  charges 
hurled  so  self-righteously  at  our  schools. 

I  want  to  register  a  word  of  eternal 
appreciation  for  my  training  completed 
in  June  1974  at  United  Theological 
Seminary  —  a  so-called  “liberal” 
seminary.  Some  of  my  profs  may  have 
understandable  doubts  about  the 
product.  On  the  other  hand,  what  they  did 
for  me  as  a  person  and  a  professional  can 
never  be  repaid. 

I  was  told  by  lay  people  who  had  never 
seen  that  school,  not  met  any  of  the  staff, 
that  United  would  destroy  my  faith  (how 
simplistic).  I  praise  God  he  led  me  there. 

A  faith  that  was  not  rooted,  not 
challenged,  not  mature  was  sent  on  a  new 
journey.  Whenever  I  thought  of  God’s 
love,  I  thought  only  of  myself.  I  was  a 
modern  Jonah  who  could  not  com¬ 
prehend  God’s  love  and  affirmation  for 
those  unlike  myself.  Like  Jonah,  I 
refused  to  even  see  them. 

A  commitment  to  ministry  that  had  as 
its  foundation  a  childhood  experience 
was  challenged  to  become  an  awareness 
that  God  is  at  work  in  His  creation  to 
bring  healing  and  wholeness. 

A  narrow  personality  was  started  on  a 
long  and  continuing  journey  toward 
personal  growth  and  wholeness  — 
without  that  seminary  experience,  it 
never  would  have  been. 

My  head  is  not  in  the  sand.  I  saw  things 
there  I  did  not  like.  That  fault,  however, 
does  not  lie  in  our  seminaries  —  but  in 
our  homes  and  churches. 

No  doubt  about  it  —  my  faith  is  not  the 
same.  And  I  am  not  the  same  person. 
Who  says  God  no  longer  works 
miracles?!  The  Bible  could  never  have 
meant  so  much.  Nor  could  God's  love  in 
Jesus  Christ.  I  am  thankful  beyond  words 
for  God’s  guidance  in  my  life.  And  my 
regard  is  high  for  men  like  Harold  Platz, 
Calvin  Reber,  Wayne  Barr  and  Irvin 
Batdorf. 

Paul  Fulp 
Marion,  Indiana 


Lay  leader  office 

should  be  ended 

To  the  Editor: 

Some  of  the  finest  Christian  lay  per¬ 
sons  I  have  known  have  been  loyal 
church  lay  leaders!  Some  of  the  finest 
Methodists  I  have  known  have  held  the 
office  of  Lay  Leader  in  the  local  church! 
But,  the  office  of  Local  Church  Lay 
Leader  is  an  abomination! 

The  office  of  Lay  Leader  is  almost 
altogether  a  duplication  of  duties 
assigned  to  other  officers,  particularly 
the  Chair  Person  of  the  Administrative 
Board.  There  is  really  nothing  assigned 
to  the  Lay  Leader  in  the  ongoing 
program  of  the  local  church  that  is  not 
obviously  and  properly  the  responsibility 
of  the  Administrative  Board  or  the 
Council  on  Ministries  or  one  of  its  work 
areas. 

Historically  the  office  of  Lay  Leader 
came  out  of  the  geographical  section  of 
Methodism  where  for  so  long  the  pastor 
was  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  a 
phenomena  not  present  in  other  sections. 
No  doubt,  under  such  conditions  the 
office  of  Lay  Leader  had  validity  for 
being.  But  now,  with  laypersons  as 
chairpersons  of  the  Board  and  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  such  an  office  has 
become  at  best  a  “fifth-wheel.” 

Therefore,  for  the  efficient  functioning 
of  the  body  of  Christ,  the  church,  the 
office  of  Local  Church  Lay  Leader  should 
be  eliminated  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Earl  Hoggard 

Garland,  Texas 


Bud  Herron 
I  couldn’t  hang  up  with  my  silence 
speaking  agreement. 

“Ma’am,  I  don’t  agree  with  your 
reasoning,”  I  said,  “but  I  think  you  may 
be  right  about  the  need  for  a  story  on  the 
North  Dakota  situation.  Thanks  for 
calling.” 

My  dodge  didn’t  pacify  her,  however. 
She  took  to  the  offensive  again.  Like  a 
machine  gun  she  unloaded  on  me  volley 
after  volley  of  half-baked  "facts”  strung 
illogically  together  with  quotes  from 
various  radio  “talk  shows”  and  “case 
histories”  a  friend  had  heard  from  a 
person  who  knew  someone  who  had  first¬ 
hand  knowledge.  Among  the  beliefs  her 
“information”  affirmed  were  the 
following: 

•  Persons  on  welfare  (most  of  whom 
are  “colored”  people)  are  persons  too 
lazy  to  work.  “That’s  the  reason  there 
aren’t  many  colored  people  in  North 
Dakota.  Life  is  too  hard  up  there.” 

•  The  church  and  the  government 
favor  “colored”  people.  “You  can’t  get 
help  when  you  need  it  unless  you’re 
colored.” 

Always  being  careful  to  say  “I  don’t 
want  you  to  think  I’m  against  good 
colored  people,”  she  went  on  to  accept 
nearly  every  racial  stereotype  ever 
attributed  to  blacks  —  stopping  just  short 
of  their  superhuman  sexual  prowess  and 
love  for  watermelon.  By  the  time  she  had 
finished  I  was  nearly  in  shock.  She 
capped  the  tirade  by  stressing  her 
Christian  faith. 

“How  do  you  argue  with  someone  like 
this?”  I  thought,  getting  angry  out  of 
frustration.  “How  many  times  must 
people  fight  this  insane  battle?”  I 
determined  that  conversation  was  im¬ 
possible. 

“I’m  sorry  to  be  rude,”  I  said,  “but  I 
can’t  believe  I  am  listening  to  a 
professing  Christian  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  twentieth  century.  There  is  no 
rational  argument  capable  of  dealing 
with  what  you  just  said.  I  refuse  to  waste 
my  time  trying.”  With  that  I  hung  up. 

Later  I  worried  about  it.  The  “I-should- 
have-saids”  raced  through  my  mind  all 
evening.  I  had  no  doubts  that  to  argue 
rationally  against  her  bigotry  would  have 
been  useless.  She  had  reached  her 
conclusions  obviously  not  on  the  basis  of 
any  one  argument  or  sudden  decision, 
but  on  the  basis  of  a  lifetime  of  building  a 
case  with  carefully  selected  “facts”  and 
unquestioned  prejudices.  A  telephone 
debate  on  those  “facts”  would  have 
solved  nothing.  Still,  I  felt  guilty. 

What  is  Christianity  all  about  if  not 
about  changing  lives?  Who  was  I  to 
determine  this  woman  was  “hopeless?” 
Does  Christ  ask  humanity  only  to  do  what 
individuals  consider  possible?  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  precisely  about  doing  the 
“impossible.” 

Could  my  attitude  during  that 
telephone  conversation  somehow  be 
labeled  “Christian  snobbery?”  I  had  to 
admit  it.  She  hadn’t  wasted  my  time,  I 
had  wasted  God’s. 

-  BUD  HERRON 


John  R.  Fry 

punctures  the  egos  of  self-serving  churchmen,  docu¬ 
ments  the  agonizing  ten-year  decline  of  the  church-he 
loves,  and  clears  the  ground  for  its  revitalization  in  this 
year's  most  controversial  book  . 

The  Trlvialization 
of  the  United 
Presbyterian 

■  S5.95  at  bookstores 
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BENEVOLENCE  REPORTER 


A  SPECIAL  INSERT  INTO  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


OCTOBER  10.  1975 


IT’S  TIME  TO  ASK:  How  Are  We  Doing?  And  What  About  ’7 6? 


Becky  Vincent,  secretary  in  the  offices  of  the  All  People’s  Federal  Credit  Union,  counsels  an  applicant  for 
a  short-term  loan.  In  five  years  the  credit  union  has  grown  from  seven  to  more  than  1,000  accounts. 


Never  Underestimate  The  Power  Of — 

And  An  “Unstructured”  God 


Service  Fund,  proclaims  that  it  is 
’basic’  to  the  financial  program  of 
the  church.” 

There  are  many  missional 
functions  which  the  local  church 
cannot  carry  out  as  a  single  unit 
but  can  perform,  in  concert  with 
other  churches,  by  a  pooling  of 
financial  gifts.  For  example,  each 
church  cannot  station  a  missionary 
overseas.  It  can,  however,  fund  a 
general  church  agency  which  will 
perform  this  function  for  it.  Again, 
each  church  cannot  provide 
adequate  educational  and  in¬ 
formational  resources  to  enable  it 
to  be  in  mission.  A  general  church 
agency  can  provide  these* 
resources.  And  so  it  is  that,  across 
the  years,  a  general  agency 
structure  has  been  developed  and 
the  local  church  is  now  active  in 
'missions,  evangelism,  steward¬ 
ship,  social  witness,  and  Christiar 
education. 

In  every  instance.  World  Service 
is  —  as  the  slogan  puts  it  -  “people 
serving  people.” 

A  thumbnail  description  of  the 
process  itself  is  given  by  Dr. 
Brawner.  “Every  four  years,”  he 
points  out.  “General  Conference 
determines  a  World  Service  Fund 
budget  which  is  the  pattern  of 
mission  activity  for  the  ensuing 
quadrennium,  and  the  number  of 
dollars  necessary  to  project  that 
activity.  According  to  a  formula 
devised  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  this  amount  is  then  ‘ap¬ 
portioned’  or  ‘requested’  of  each  of 
the  annual  conferences.  The 
conferences,  in  turn,  ‘ask’  each 
pastoral  charge  and  church  to 
assume  its  portion  of  the  ap¬ 
portionment.” 

“This,”  says  Dr.  Brawner,  “is  a 
distinctively  United  Methodist  way 
of  marshalling  the  resources  of  our 
people  to  finance  a  great 
program.” 


Sharp  Wits, 

Believe  it. 

You  are  a  real  find, 

A  joy  in  someone's  heart. 

Unique  and  priceless. 

1  don't  care  how  you  feel. 

Believe  it . 

—  lines  from  a  sign  in  Shirley 
Smith’s  office. 

You’re  Number  One”  proclaims 
a  sign  above  a  collage  of  people’s 
faces  behind  Shelby  Holmes’s 
desk.  Two  hundred  thirty-four 
faces:  red  faces,  black  faces, 
young  faces,  experienced  faces. 
Shelby,  assistant  manager  of  All 
People’s  Federal  Credit  Union, 
made  the  collage  herself.  Its 
meaning  is  “why  I’m  here.” 

Those  signs  of  faith  in  persons 
are  only  two  of  dozens  on  the  fourth 
floor  of  the  gray  blocky  building  at. 
Lorain  and  Fulton  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  All  People’s  Federal 
Credit  Union  shares  office  space 
with  other  West  Side  community 


Shelby  Holmes:  "We  have  now 
come  full  circle.” 


groups.  They  hint  at  a  lively,  gritty 
story  of  what  people  can  ac¬ 
complish  with  little  more  than 
their  own  determination  and  sharp 
wits. 

Shirley  Smith:  “ This  is  a 
woman's  story.” 

Shirley  is  director  of  the  West 
Side  Development  Corporation,  an 
umbrella  group  that  oversees  the 
credit  union,  a  training  center,  a 
job  referral  service,  food-buying 
co-ops. 

In  1968  Shirley  was  a  resident  of 
Tremont,  a  neighborhood  on  the 
West  Side  close  to  the  steel  mills 
that  line  the  Cuyahoga  River.  And 
Shirley  was  angry.  Why  did  no  one 
seem  responsive  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood's  needs  for  good  traffic 
controls,  better  housing,  less  ex¬ 
pensive  food,  adequate  health  care 
systems? 

Factory  worker  and  West 
Virginian  that  she  was,  Shirley 
organized  the  community,  a  block 
club  to  lobby  for  improvements. 
“We  fought  and  fought  —  right  up 
to  the  mayor’s  office."  And  didn’t 
stop  with  the  new  traffic  light  they 
won  for  their  efforts.  When  they 
began  asking  what  else  they  could 
do  for  the  West  Side  —  miracles 
began  happening. 

For  one,  they  discovered  no  lack 
of  resources.  Shirley  Smith,  for 
example,  had  spent  a  summer  with 
United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Service.  It  didn’t  take  her  long  to 
enlist  the  aid  of  Metro  Methodist 
Missions  Council  of  Cleveland  and 
United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Service. 

In  1969,  the  block  club  —  by  then 
doing  business  as  West  Side 
Development  Corporation  —  had 
opened  an  American  Indian  Center 
and  a  meat-buying  club.  In  June, 


1970  All  People's  Federal  Credit 
Union  was  chartered,  with  two 
UMVSers  —  supported  by  the 
Human  Relations  Day  offering  — 
staffing  the  office.  One,  Dorothy 
Parsons  Miller,  continues  as 
manager  and  treasurer. 

What  does  All  People’s  mean  for 
Cleveland’s  West  Side?  Seventy 
percent  of  heads  of  household  on 
the  West  Side  are  women.  Income 
is  fixed  or  hovers  near  or  below  the 
poverty  level.  The  credit  union 
offers  low-interest  loans  to  persons 
who  are  not  eligible  for  credit 
elsewhere. 

Some  residents  receive  welfare 
payments,  which  may  take  weeks 
to  be  processed  and  mailed  to 
applicants.  United  Methodist 
support  guarantees  a  rent  voucher 
program  which  enables  the  credit 
union  to  lend  the  amount  of  the 
shelter  payment  on  a  short-term 
basis,  with  the  welfare  depart¬ 
ment’s  check  as  collateral.  In  a 
community  where  people  face 
eviction  every  week  by  impatient 
landlords,  the  rent  voucher 
program  has  a  stabilizing  effect 

Bedding,  high  school  tuition, 
license  plates,  and  replacement  of 
stolen  tools  needed  for  work  all 
have  been  provided  by  money 
loaned  by  All  People’s.  A  woman’s 
story  indeed. 

Shelby  Holmes  is  a  native  West 
Sider.  Like  Shirley  Smith,  she  was 
a  community  activist  long  before 
she  came  to  All  People’s  as  a 
UMVSer  and  assistant  manager. 
“We  started  with  seven  accounts. 
Now  there  are  1,035,  plus  25  in¬ 
stitutional  accounts”  —  churches, 
for  example,  that  make  an  in¬ 
vestment  in  the  community  as  a 
supportive  gesture  —  with  about 
$92,500  in  assets. 

Shelby  Holmes:  "A  woman  came 


World  Service. 

That  means  “people  serving 
people."  It  also  means  the  mission 
and  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  half  a  hundred 
countries,  including  the  United 
States. 

How  are  we  doing  on  World 
Service? 

The  annual  apportionment  is 
$23,500,000.  That  is  the  amount  that 
10  million  United  Methodists  are 
asked  to  give  for  their  basic- 
benevolence  fund.  Two-thirds  of 
the  way  through  the  year  a  bit  less 
than  $11,000,000  had  been  given 
so  we  have  some  work  to  do  for 
1975. 

Then  what  about  1976? 

Right  now  is  the  time  of  year 
when  your  church  is  being  asked  to 
assume  its  responsibilities  for  1976 
in  the  apportionment  that  comes 
from  your  annual  conference  for 
“World  Service  and  Conference 
Benevolences.”  A  part  of  what  you 
pledge  to  your  local  church  — 
either  through  a  unified  budget  or 
as  a  separate  pledge  to 
benevolences  —  will  go  for  World 
Service. 

Now  is  the  time  to  resolve  that 
each  church  will  do  its  fair  share  in 
1976  so  that  our  whole  Unued 
Methodist  Church  will  reach  its 
goal  of  $23,500,000  for  World  Ser¬ 
vice. 

United  Methodists  are  always 
asked  to  give  their  primary  sup¬ 
port  to  the  World  Service  Fund. 
But  why  this  particular  fund 
among  so  many  ? 

Because,  as  Dr.  R  Bryan 
Brawner,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  explains: 

"Practically  everything  else  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  does 
is  contingent  on  strong  support  of 
that  fund.  The  1972  United 
Methodist  Discipline,  in  continuing 
the  authorization  of  the  World 


to  the  credit  union  office  with  a 
need  for  new  glasses  and  modern 
teeth.  But  at  the  time  she  had  only 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children  income: 
who'd  give  her  a  loan  —  and  for 
what  reason ?  She  felt  she  could 
handle  the  repayment,  and  she  did. 
Since  then,  feeling  better  about 
herself,  she’s  finished  school  and  is 
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Shirley  Smith:  “We’ll  just  keep  on 
needling  .  .  .  and  loving." 


working. " 

"In  the  beginning  of  the  national 
credit  union  movement,  the  people 
who  joined  together  to  save  money 
and  to  loan  it  to  one  another  were  in 
a  village  or  community."  Shelby 
explained.  “Then,  as  time  went  on. 
credit  unions  became  groups 
whose  common  bond  was  church, 
job  or  nationality.  Now  we’ve  come 
full  circle,”  Shelby  says.  All 
People’s  is  a  community  credit 
union.  Its  members,  its  board  of 
managers  —  and  its  staff  —  are 
people  who  live  or  work  in  the  area, 
and  who  see  it  as  a  way  for  people 
to  help  each  other  ” 

In  a  way,  Shirley  Smith  points 
out,  the  credit  union  is  asking  the 
church  to  “stand  up  for  justice  in 
Cleveland.”  A  community  like  the 
West  Side  doesn’t  fit  very  well  into 
traditional  church  structures  Bui 
“God  is  not  structured."  Shirley  is 
convinced  The  power  of  the 
community  to  discover,  develop 
ard  enlarge  its  own  resources  - 
through  the  credit  union,  the 
buying  co-ops,  and  the  untried 
efforts  to  meet  new  needs 
Shirley  sees  as  the  empowerment 
of  a  loving,  miracle-making  God. 

She  smiles.  "We’ll  just  keep  on 
needling,  or  pushing,  or  loving 
people”  to  find  that  power 

Text  and  Photos  by  LINDA  K.  BEHER 
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There  Is  One  Common  Denominator 


In  all  respects,  each  is  unlike  the 
other  —  differing  in  ancestry,  in 
back  ground,  and  in  training.  The 
one  common  denominator  is:  each 
serves  his  community  (one  in 
Hawaii  and  one  in  South  Carolina) 
through  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Bob  Nakata  grew  up  next  to  a 
Methodist  church  in  Kahaluu  on 
the  Hawaiian  island  of  Oahu.  He 
was  active  in  the  church,  a 
member  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
at  the  University  of  Hawaii,  and 
was  graduated  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
City.  Now  this  Japanese  son  of  a 
taro  (root  plant)  farmer,  is  back 
home  working  as  a  community 
developer  for  his  church. 

In  this  time  of  concern  about 
global  hunger.  Bob  helps  the  small 
native  Hawaiian  farmers  save 
their  land  from  being  rezoned  for 
urban  homesites  or  for  industry. 

He  is  one  of  about  40  United 
Methodist  community  developers, 
both  men  and  women,  serving 
black.  Native  American,  Asian 
American,  Hispanic  American  and 
white  communities  in  the  United 
States.  Most  are  on  staffs  of  local 
United  Methodist  churches.  The 
program  is  supported  by  funds 
from  local  sources,  the  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Human  Relations  Day 
offerings,  and  General  Advance 
Specials. 

“The  church  played  a  large  role 
in  fostering  my  interest  in  social 
issues,”  says  Bob,  who  works  with 
a  coalition  of  Oahu  residents  to 
promote  carefully-planned 
development  of  the  Waiahole  and 
Waikane  Valleys  on  the  island’s 
windward  coast.  Their  principal 
concern  is  that  the  needs  of  the 
people,  including  farmers,  already 
living  in  the  valleys  will  not  be 
overlooked.  This  concern  has  sent 


them  to  the  state  legislature  in  a 
successful  attempt  to  prevent 
agricultural  land  from  being 
rezoned  for  urban  use. 

The  Kahaluu  United  Methodist 
Church  community  developer  also 
is  involved  in  trying  to  stop  a  new 
freeway  from  cutting  through  the 
farms,  and  in  preventing  a  utility 
company  from  evicting  poor 
families  from  an  area  where  it 
expects  to  build  a  power  plant  in  10 
years. 

Bob  Nakata  finds  the  work  he  is 
doing  “exciting  and  challenging.  I 
hope  I  can  help  those  I  work  with  to 
become  autonomous  persons.” 

In  Charleston,  S.C.,  Robert  Ford, 
a  black  community  developer  on 
the  staff  of  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  is  so  involved  in 
helping  his  city  that  he  is  running 
for  City  Council  in  the  Fall,  1975, 
Democratic  primary. 

Ford,  a  veteran  of  civil  rights 
struggles  with  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference, 
found  that  the  black  population  of 
Charleston  was  under-represented 
on  the  city  council  because  of  an  at- 
large  voting  system.  He  appealed 
to  the  U.£ .  Justice  Department  and 
was  co-sponsor  of  a  new  single- 
member  district  plan  approved  for 
the  city  by  the  department  last 
June. 

Now  Robert  Ford  hopes  to  see 
more  black  persons  on  the  council 
and  eventually  a  black  mayor.  This 
resourceful  community  developer 
also  took  the  lead  in  having  the 
Justice  Department  investigate 
and  rescind  some  city  annexations 
which  he  charged  were  diluting  the 
potential  black  vote. 

“The  United  Methodist  commun¬ 
ity  developer  program  should  be 
adopted  by  other  denominations,” 
says  Ford.  “It’s  the  kind  of  work 
that  should  be  done  by  Christians.” 

-CONNIE  MYER 


1  Scarf  X  970=  A  Difference  Of  One 


What  can  one  person  do,  through 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  to  alleviate  world 
hunger? 

Linda  Matheison’s  efforts  began 
when  she  and  799  other  person ~ 
were  given  one  dollar  one  Sunday 
morning  in  Richland,  Wash.  It  was 
the  first  Sunday  of  Lent,  1975,  and 
the  money  that  would  “grow”  from 
this  “seed”  was  to  be  gathered  on 
November  30th  —  the  first  Sunday 
of  Advent. 

As  Linda  prayed  about  the  in¬ 
vestment  of  her  dollar,  the  idea  of 
making  head  scarves  occurred  to 
her.  She  could  make  them  for  50 
cents  and  sell  them  for  $1.50.  At 
first  she  thought  she  might  be  able 
to  realize  $50  to  $80  in  this  venture. 

"I  didn’t  think  of  this  project  as  a 
burden,”  Linda  tells  us.  “I  figured 
that  if  it  was  the  Lord’s  doing.  He’d 


see  that  they  got  sold.  When  others 
began  asking  for  scarves  to  sell  to 
their  friends,  I  prayed  that  it  would 
not  become  a  burden  for  them, 
either;  and  it  really  didn’t.” 

Between  April  and  August  of  this 
year,  Linda  sold  a  total  of  970 
scarves  which  meaiu  she  had 
cleared  $970  to  give  to  UMCOR. 
And  there  were  still  more  than  two 
months  to  go  before  the  November 
30th  deadline  —  when  799  other 
persons  will  be  reporting  back. 

One  cannot  talk  with  Linda  about 
this  project  without  discerning  an 
inner  glow.  She  has  been  inspired 
to  study  more  about  world  hunger, 
and  about  the  Lord’s  concern  for 
those  who  endure  hunger.  And  she 
has  found  that  one  person  can 
make  a  difference. 

-BAR BARA  WILDE 


A  scarf  is  quite  protective.  There’s  cold  weather,  and  there’s  the  wind’s 
effect  on  coiffure.  In  this  case,  it  is  a  shield  against  hunger. 


L  •  Lesotho  And  Love  In 
The  Alphabet  Of  The  Advance 


From  India  comes  this  true 
story: 

One  evening  two  widows,  both 
lepers,  left  their  village  to  seek  out 
a  United  Methodist  district 
evangelist.  With  them  were  their 
two  six-year-old  daughters,  Resh- 
mi  and  Prabhawati. 

Fearing  their  daughters  would 
contract  leprosy,  the  women 
begged  the  evangelist  to  take  the 
girls.  He  did.  He  arranged  for 
thorough  medical  examinations 
and  then  placed  the  children  in  the 
hostel  at  United  Methodist 
Sawtelle  Memorial  School  in 
Arrah,  369  miles  from  Calcutta. 

At  last  report,  Reshmi  and 
Prabhawati  were  in  their  final 
year  of  high  school.  Their  mothers 
visit  them  occasionally  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  express  gratitude  for  the 
care  given  the  girls. 

There  is  another  dimension  to 
this  story:  the  girls’  livelihood  and 
schooling  were  made  possible 
because  American  United 
Methodists  cared.  Some  person  or 
congregation  in  the  United  States 
provided  scholarship  support  for 
the  girls  through  General  Advance 
Specials. 

Around  the  world,  the  Advance 
touches  the  lives  of  many 
thousands  of  men,  women,  and 
children.  The  India  story  is  just  one 
example.  Hundreds  of  other 
Advance  Special  projects  are 
available  for  choosing  by  in¬ 
dividual  United  Methodists  or  by 
groups.  Specials  allow  for 
dynamic,  caring  relationships  that 
cross  the  boundaries  of  nationality, 
race  and  culture. 

Here  is  a  small  sampling  of  the 
variety  of  General  Advance 
Specials: 

Bolivia  —  Money  is  needed  for 
tuberculosis  patients  who  cannot 
afford  care.  Writes  a  United 
Methodist  in  Bolivia:  "The  in¬ 
cidence  of  tuberculosis  here  is 
alarming." 

Brazil  —  The  Methodist  Church 
of  Brazil  is  developing  a  wide- 
ranging  Trans-Amazon  Special 
Project  serving  a  booming  frontier 
area  where  the  Trans-Amazon 
Highway  is  being  built.  Along  with 
the  highway  builders  have  come 
new  influences  and  new  problems. 
An  entire  region  is  being  exposed 
to  the  advantages  and  disad¬ 
vantages  of  20th  Century 
civilization.  The  project  includes  a 
chapel,  school,  medical  clinic,  and 
other  facilities. 

D’Entrecasteaux  Islands  —  On 
these  islands  southeast  of  Papua 
New  Guinea,  Christians  are  trying 
to  build  a  hospital  complex.  An  old 
hospital  was  declared  unsafe  in 
1971.  Medical  workers  often  travel 
by  foot  or  by  canoe  to  serve  island 
villages. 

Haiti  —  For  about  20  cents  a  tree, 
an  Advance  Special  donor  may 
help  create  a  forest!  Plans  call  for 
planting  mahogany,  oak,  mango, 
coconut,  avocado,  citrus,  and  other 
trees  to  provide  both  food  and 
valuable  wood  to  needy  Haitians. 

Korea  —  In  Seoul  shoeshine  boys 
and  newspaper  peddlers  may 
receive  an  education  at  East  Gate 
School  for  Working  Boys,  which 
may  be  supported  through  an 
Advance  Special.  Christian  young 
adults  serve  as  volunteer  teachers; 
money  is  needed  for  books. 

Lesotho  —  A  plan  in  this  African 
nation  would  supply  vitally  needed 
water  to  20  mountain  villages. 

Nigeria  —  Doctors  and  nurses 
now  fly  to  medical  dispensaries  in 
scattered  villages  on  a  C^snai206, 


thanks  to  a  new  church-related 
medical  air  program.  Trips  that 
once  took  hours  or  even  days  now 
take  minutes.  There  is  still  a  need, 
however,  for  funds. 

Norway  —  A  Christian  school 
that  mixes  handicapped  and  non¬ 
handicapped  young  adults  is  being 
established  north  of  the  Arctic 
Circle.  The  school  challenges  the 
concept  of  placing  the  handicapped 
in  special  institutions,  and 
isolating  them  from  the  nonhan¬ 
dicapped. 

Philippines  —  Church-related 
John  Rauch  Memorial  Hospital 
needs  oxygen  tanks. 

Sarawak  —  Because  rivers  are 
the  highways  of  Sarawak  (on  the 
island  of  Borneo),  a  district 
superintendent  needs  a  motorboat 
to  visit  Iban  communities  along  the 
Rejang  River.  He  oversees 
congregations  that  lie  up  to  a  day’s 
watery  journey  away. 

Taiwan  —  James  C.  C.  Chi,  who 
is  blind,  started  the  Taipei  Talking 
Books  Library  for  the  Blind  by 
asking  scholars  in  various  fields  of 
study  to  make  recordings.  Now 
Talking  Books  are  available  for 
loan  to  blind  persons  in  all  walks  of 
life.  But  funds  are  needed  for 
building  space,  equipment,  and 
tapes. 

Turkey  —  A  rural  program 
expects  to  aid  6,750  subsistence 
farmers  in  10  years.  Living  in 
isolated,  primitive  Diyarbakir 
Province,  they  have  little  op¬ 
portunity  for  learning  better 
methods  and  an  antiquated 
marketing  system.  They  also  must 
contend  with  a  poor  climate.  The 
program  includes  education,  ex¬ 
tension  services,  and  credit 
assistance. 

United  States  —  A  new  par¬ 
sonage  is  needed  in  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference.  A 
pastor’s  family  of  10  now  lives  in  a 
small,  deteriorating,  two-bedroom 
house  with  no  running  water. 

A  project  in  Detroit  serves  the 
“W.E.L.D."  community,  an  area 
bounded  by  these  streets: 
Wyoming,  Expressway,  Lyndon, 
and  Dexter.  There  children  grow 
up  in  the  midst  of  high  unem¬ 
ployment,  drug  abuse,  and  crime 
“Youth  seeking  their  identity 
outside  the  home  commonly 


identify  with  pimps  and  dope 
pushers  in  their  luxury  clothes  and 
cars,  or  with  power-wielding  gang 
leaders,”  says  a  church  leader. 
The  project  seeks  to  “incarnate  the 
Gospel  by  responding  directly  to 
community  needs."  It  includes  an 
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education  program,  job  training, 
and  youth  activities. 

Elderly  men  lacking  family, 
fellowship,  and  funds  have  a  place 
to  go  in  Cincinnati,  the  drop-in 
center  connected  with  Emmanuel 
Community  Center.  About  100  men 
gather  there  daily  for  recreation 
and  fellowship.  They  may  even  do 
their  laundry  there. 

The  church  “should  serve  the 
whole  person,  including  his 
leisure,"  says  the  program 
director  of  Kentucky’s  lakeland 
Parish,  which  embraces  Kentucky 
I>ake  and  Land  Between  the  Lakes 
Recreation  Area.  The  parish 
ministers  not  only  to  tourists  but 
also  to  many  retired  persons  who 
moved  there  from  northern  cities. 

A  shopping  center  ministry  has 
helped  reduce  vandalism  at  Smith 
Haven  Mall.  Lake  Grove,  Long 
Island,  N  Y.  The  ministry  includes 
a  youth  program,  community 
information,  and  child  care. 

Zaire  —  The  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Marvin  Wolford  are  helping 
produce  the  first  translation  of  the 
entire  Bible  in  the  Uruund 
language,  used  by  some  175,000 
Africans.  Also  in  Zaire,  a  tornado 
ripped  off  the  roof  of  a  church- 
related  primary  school.  A  new  roof 
cannot  be  put  on  too  soon,  the 
tornado  occurred  at  a  time  of 
pressing  need  for  classroom  space. 

A  listing  of  Advance  Specials 
could  go  on  and  on.  If  you  want  to 
know  more  about  any  of  the 
projects  mentioned,  or  are  in¬ 
terested  in  a  larger  one,  write  to 
The  Advance,  Room  1316,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y., 
10027. 

FRANCES ZEHR 


—  FINANCIAL  PROGRAM  — 

of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
1973-76 


Annual  apportionments  and  minimum  needs 


Benevolence  Funds.  Apportioned 

World  Service  S23.500.000 

Black  College  Fund  6,000.000 

Total  apportioned  benevolences  S29.500.000 


Benevolence  Funds.  Voluntary 

Advance  Specials  $10,000,000 

Human  Relations  Sunday  1,000,000 

One  Great  Hour  ol  Sharing  2,000,000 

United  Methodist  Student  Day  600,000 

World  Communion  Ottering  2,000,000 

World  Service  Specials  1 75.000 

Conscience  Fund  No  goal  set 

Youth  Service  Fund  No  goal  set 

Total  voluntary  benevolences 


Ministerial  Education  and  Support,  Apportioned 
Episcopal  Fund  $3,000,000 

Ministerial  Education  Fund  10,000,000 

Temporary  General  Aid  Fund  1,800,000 

Total  ministerial  'unds 


$15,775,000 


$14,800,000 


Administrative  Funds,  Apportioned 

General  Administration  Fund  $1,500,000 

Interdenominational 

Cooperation  Fund  1,000,000 

Total  administrative  funds  $  2,500.000 

ANNUAL  TOTAL  $62,575,000 


OCTOBER  10.  1975 


A  SPECIAL  INSERT  INTO  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Claremont  Calls  For  A  More  Realistic 
Assessment,  Revises  Its  Curriculum 


ACS  Is  Frankly  Christian  And,  Just  As 
Frankly,  In  Need  Of  Increased  Support 


The  vacuum  between  affluent 
America  and  the  world  has 
widened  at  an  alarming  pace  in  the 
past  decade  —  an  embarrassing 
result  of  the  wrong  kind  of  in¬ 
volvement  between  American 
Christians  and  people  of  various 
ethnic  and  economic  backgrounds. 

A  movement  to  close  the  gap  and 
strengthen  spiritual  growth  within 
the  churches  of  America  is  un¬ 
derway  at  United  Methodism’s 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
(California)  in  the  form  of  a 
curriculum  revision  scheduled  for 
this  Fall.  President  Gordon 
Michaelson  says  the  project,  which 
is  being  underwritten  by  a  $360,000 
grant  from  the  Lily  Foundation, 
will  help  the  students  “develop  a 
more  realistic  global  awareness.” 

United  Methodist  seminaries 
also  are  assisted  by  contributors  to 
the  World  Service  Fund.  Ten 
percent  of  the  World  Service 
dollar  is  used  to  strengthen 
ministerial  education. 

To  illustrate  the  problem,  Joseph 
Keys,  assistant  director  of  project 
"Burning  Bush,”  repeated  a  recent 
conversation  he  had  with  one  af¬ 
fluent  American  Christian  who  was 
zealous  to  “do  something  now.” 

In  the  rushed  voice  of  a  high 
powered  salesman,  the  man  said, 
•‘I’ve  got  the  answer  for  the 
African  hunger  crisis  —  a 
revolutionary  irrigation  and  water 
purification  system.” 

But  Keys,  who  recently  returned 
with  fellow  Claremont  faculty  from 
Africa,  following  an  intensive 
study  of  agricultural  conditions 
there,  realized  his  friend  had  never 
been  beyond  his  desk  and  didn’t 
know  what  damage  his  idea  could 
do. 

“He’s  typical,”  Keys  said  in  a 
later  interview,  “of  countless 


Americans  who  have  created  more 
problems  than  they  solved.” 

He  held  up  a  porous  lump  that 
looked  like  petrified  rock.  “It’s 
soil  from  Africa,  an  example  of 
mismanaged  farming.  There  are 
miles  of  it  there.  No  way  will 
American  farming  methods  work. 

“Most  Americans  want  to  do 
something,  but  they  don’t  know 
how.  Some  people  figure  the 
hunger  problem  doesn’t  exist  .  .  . 
or  they  dig  into  their  pockets  as  if 
money  is  going  to  solve  everything 
.  .  .  others  just  pray  and  do 
nothing  .  .  .  none  of  these  ap¬ 
proaches  alone  will  work. 

“We  need  not  only  a  global 
consciousness,  but  an  awareness  of 
our  own  communities  and  the  need 
for  deep  interpersonal  relation¬ 
ships.” 

The  other  aspect  of  the  project  is 
equally  important,  observed  Keys. 
“It  deals  with  spiritual  growth  and 
nuture  in  the  congregation.  Until 
we  send  our  roots  deeply  we  cannot 
draw  the  nurture  that  will  enable 
us  to  branch  out  and  act.  Some 
Christians  refuse  to  believe  that 
five  minutes  away  in  most  com¬ 
munities  are  malnourished  people! 

"We  hope  to  start  a  flame  in  the 
hearts  of  people  so  they  sense  and 
respond  to  the  impact  Americans 
have  on  the  world.” 

The  two-year  experimental 
project  which  Keys  is  helping  to 
spearhead  along  with  the  director. 
Dr.  Robert  Arnott,  will  sponsor 
student  interns  as  a  liaison  be¬ 
tween  Claremont  and  participating 
churches.  Students  will  minister  in 
churches  as  members  of  the 
congregations  and  as  supervisors; 
they  will  make  progress  reports 
regularly  to  the  seminary.  This  is 
called  contextual  education  or  the 
“setting  in  life”  of  local  parishes. 


Some  Minorities  Are  More  Minor 
Than  Others;  They  Also  Qualify 


'hree  years  ago  the  possibility  of 
University  education  for 
Lherine  Lynn  Maeda  was,  at 
»t,  slight.  Two  weeks  ago, 
vever  (Sept.  29  to  be  precise), 

;  began  classes  at  The  Uni- 
■sity  of  Oregon  in  Eugene, 
ler  “fairy  godmother”  was  a 
>gram  begun  in  1972  by  the 
ited  Methodist  Church  as  part  of 
major  effort  to  make  higher 
jcation  more  available  to  ethnic 
norities.  It  is  strictly  a  program 
undergraduates,  as  contrasted 
Lh  the  graduate-education  grants 
ide  to  Crusade  Scholars. 

\n  18-year-old  native  of  Ontario, 
e.,  Catherine  plans  to  con¬ 
itrate  on  either  a  business  or 
«al  education.  She  has  been  an 
tive  member  of  Community 
lited  Methodist  Church  in  her 
me  town,  serving  successively 
secretary,  treasurer,  vice- 
esident,  and  then  president  of  the 
nth  group. 

rhe  Minority  Scholarship 
mmittee  is  composed  of  two 
presentatives  from  each  of  the 
ir  minorities.  The  committee 
ote  the  guidelines  and  approves 
e  applications.  The  Section  of 
•ans  and  Scholarships  of  the 
>ard  of  Higher  Education  and 
inistry  administers  the  program 
their  behalf. 


As  students  work  with  lay  per¬ 
sons  and  clergy  to  participate  in 
advisory  and  planning  groups 
approaching  global  crises,  the 
curriculum  will  change  in  other 
ways. 

New  courses  will  emphasize  this 
re-educating  process.  Faculty 
involved  are  expected  to  gear  their 
courses  to  realistic  life  situations 
in  the  churches,  the  mission  field, 
or  wherever  they  relate. 

“Burning  Bush”  was  kindled  in 
July  when  Dean  Freudenberger 
taught  an  intensive  study  of  foreign 
colonization  in  his  course,  "New 
Intercultural  Economics.” 

Freudenberger,  visiting 
associate  professor  of  Inter¬ 
national  Development  Studies  and 
Missions,  is  an  expert  in 
agricultural  and  ecological  con¬ 
ditions  of  underdeveloped  nations. 
He  will  coordinate  the  program’s 
world  mission  emphasis.  This  fall 
he  is  teaching  students  how  to  raise 
chickens  in  Africa  by  having 
students  raise  them  on  campus  in 
an  incubator.  Many  experts,  like 
Freudenberger,  both  on  and  off 
campus,  are  slated  to  conduct 
seminars  to  which  churches  are 
invited. 

“Burning  Bush,”  according  to 
school  officials,  symbolizes  God’s 
commission  to  Moses  to  be  directly 
involved  with  God’s  people. 

The  depletion  of  the  world’s 
resources,  a  sense  of  time  running 
out,  the  shrinking  of  international 
relationships  brought  “Burning 
Bush”  into  focus  originally. 
Claremont  administrators  hope 
“Burning  Bush”  will  spread 
nationwide  as  did  “Project 
Understanding,”  an  anti-racism 
project  that  began  at  the  school  a 
few  years  ago. 

SARA  EMMONS 


WORLD  SERVICE  FUND 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 


The  ethnic  minorities  include  the 
Native  American,  Asian 
American,  black  American, 
Hispanic  American  and  — 
“others.”  Over  the  three  years  of 
its  existence,  more  than  600 
scholarships,  worth  more  than 
$230,000  have  been  given.  These 
grants  can  range  from  $150  to 
$1,000  for  a  school  year. 

One  heartwarming  aspect  of  the 
program  is  this:  the  major 
minority  groups  recognized  that 
there  are  small,  unorganized 
minorities  that  would  be  left  out. 
The  major  groups  provided  for 
them  by  setting  up  an  “Others” 
category,  which  includes  the 
Eskimo,  Aleuts,  Polynesian 
(Samoan  and  Tongan),  and  several 
multiracial  persons. 

To  date,  23  individuals  in  this 
category  have  received  grants:  11 
men  and  12  women.  The  colleges 
they  attended  are  primarily 
Alaska  Methodist  and  Hawaii  Loa. 
There  has  been  one  each,  however, 
at  these  colleges:  Bernard  Barush, 
Whitworth,  Mobile,  and  Chami- 
nade. 

Vocational  aims  include 
teaching,  the  ministry,  social 
work,  government,  journalism, 
business  and  law. 

-  ESTHER  E.  EDWARDS 


PRIOR  CLAIM 

Council  on  Ministries* 

(Administration) 

Deaconess  Pensions 
Joint  Committee  on 
Communications*  * 

(Interpretation! 

Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration 

(Central  Treasury) 

Total  Prior  Claims  $  1,767,000 


1976 


365,000 

70,000 


940,000 


392.000 


$  335,000 


1,000.000 


725,000 

2,800,905 


ON  RATIO 

Council  on  Ministries* 

Joint  Committee  on 
Communications*  * 

PROGRAM  AGENCIES 
Board  of  Church 
and  Society 
Board  of  Discipleship 
Board  of  Global 
Ministries 
Board  of  Higher 

Education  &  Ministry  1,907,237 
Commission  on 

Religion  and  Race 
Commission  on  Status 
&  Role  of  Women 
American  Bible  Society 
American  University 
Former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Colleges 
Scarritt  College 
Contingency  Reserve 


The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
back  in  the  Aleutians! 

The  return  does  not  involve 
churches  and  pastors,  which  was 
the  case  until  the  appointment  at 
Unga  —  the  first  location  of 
Methodist  work  in  Alaska  in  1886 
was  dropped  from  the  roll  of 
churches  in  1961. 

The  return  rather  is  in  the  form 
of  services  to  children  —  the  new 
program  at  Unalaska.  ap¬ 
propriately.  It  was  here  that  in  1890 
Miss  Agnes  Soule  established  the 
Jesse  Lee  Home,  an  orphanage  and 
the  first  institution  of  the  church  in 
the  49th  state. 

The  Home  served  Aleut  children 
at  Unalaska  until  1925,  when  it  was 
moved  to  Seward.  From  Seward  it 
was  moved  to  Anchorage  after  the 
1964  earthquake  destroyed  the 
buildings.  In  Anchorage  Jesse  Lee 
Home  subsequently  became  a  part 
of  Alaska  Children’s  Services  —  a 
wide-ranging  program.  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  American  Baptist 
Churches,  and  the  American 
Lutheran  Church.  ACS  director  is 
John  C.  Garvin. 

It  is  Alaska  Children’s  Services 
that  moved  back  into  Unalaska. 

In  1971,  the  Rev.  Robert  F. 
Fulton  of  Troy  Conference  and 
his  wife.  Flora,  went  to  Unalaska 
for  a  two-year  pilot  assignment. 
They  found  it  to  be  a  remote  spot, 
accessible  with  difficulty  by  boat, 
but  mainly  by  the  airline  that  flies 
along  the  foggy  north  rim  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Unalaska  Island 
has  a  population  of  about  500.  half 
of  them  of  the  Aleut  race. 

In  their  two  years  they  provided 
in  their  trailer  home  634  person- 
nights  of  emergency  shelter.  They 
served  664  emergency  meals.  They 
worked  through  137  instances  of 
alcohol  detoxification,  conducted 
214  counseling  sessions  and  gave  70 
interviews  about  public  benefits. 
They  helped  to  set  up  a  foster-home 
program,  and  develop  a  private 
social  service  agency.  Iliuliuk 
Family  and  Health  Services. 

Since  its  founding  in  1973,  Iliuliuk 
Family  and  Health  Services 
(IFHS)  has  been  heavily  involved 
in  community  health  care.  The 
IFHS  Clinic  is  staffed  by  a 
physician-extender  and  nurse 
provided  through  government 
health  agencies.  The  IFHS  Board, 
with  a  majority  of  Aleut  members, 
has  done  a  quality  job  in  brokering 
health  services  for  the  area. 

It  was  obvious  that  permanent 
leadership  of  the  sort  the  Fultons 
gave  was  needed  in  Unaluska  to 
develop  a  quality  program  of  care 
for  children  and  families.  ACS 
proposed  that  an  interim  social 
services  director  be  assigned  to 


12,515,000  1 


1,250,000 

75.000 

100,000 

175.000 

192,500 

300,000 

357.358 


Unaluska  in  order  to  train  an  Aleut 
to  take  his  place.  The  plan  calls  for 
the  Aleutian  to  attend  Alaska 
Methodist  University  for  formal 
education  and  also  to  take  in- 
service  training  at  the  Anchorage 
base  of  ACS.  That  person  selected 
by  the  people  of  Unaluska  would 
then  become  permanent  director. 

Mr.  Glenn  Wright  of  Alma, 
Wash.,  has  been  selected  as  in¬ 
terim  director  for  IFHS. 

The  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
made  a  three- year  commitment 
and  a  renewable  annual  grant  of 
$40,000  to  continue  this  project. 

Meanwhile  the  twice-trans¬ 
planted  Jesse  Lee  Home  con¬ 
tinues  to  serve,  now  as  a  res¬ 
idential  therapeutic  community 
for  boys  and  girls  aged  6  to  15. 
These  are  emotionally-disturbed 
children  or  children  who  have 
school  or  behavior  problems  or 
show  delinquency  tendencies. 

The  work  of  ACS  includes  group 
homes  for  older  adolescents  who 
are  unable  to  stay  with  their 
families,  emergency  shelter  and 
crisis  services  for  young  persons, 
and  a  Center  for  Children  and 
Parents.  The  group  homes  are 
located  in  residential  neigh¬ 
borhoods  and  have  house-parents. 
They  accommodate  five  young 
people  each  —  two  homes  for  boys, 
and  one  for  girls. 

The  Center  for  Children  and 
Parents  provides  family  coun¬ 
seling,  parenting  education,  and 
specialized  counseling  for  runaway 
youth  and  their  families. 

Sixty  percent  of  ACS  services  are 
to  ethnic  minorities. 

While  ACS  is  both  sponsored  and 
directed  by  the  three  supporting 
churches,  only  nine  percent  of  its 
funds  —  $90,000  out  of  $1,000,000  — 
come  from  church  sources.  More 
than  80  percent  of  its  budget  comes 
from  fees  for  purchased  services 
(state,  federal  and  private).  The 
difference  is  made  up  by  con¬ 
tributions  from  individuals, 
foundations,  and  the  United  Way  in 
Anchorage. 

United  Methodist  appropriations 
to  the  central  budget  of  ACS  have 
been  drastically  reduced  as  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
adjusted  priorities  —  plunging 
from  $47,000  a  year  to  $20,000.  This 
is  somewhat  augmented  as  specific 
projects  are  authorized  from  time 
to  time  as  Advance  Specials. 

Alaska  Children’s  Services  is 
frankly  Christian  and  wants  to 
maintain  its  ties  with  the  spon¬ 
soring  churches.  The  leadership 
team  hopes  that  it  will  continue  to 
hold  the  special  interest  of  United 
Methodists. 

EDWIN  H  MAYNARD 


Total  distributed  on  Ratio  $21,733,000 


TOTAL  WORLD  SERVICE  $23,500,000 

•Total  tor  Council  on  Ministries 

(prior  claim  and  on  ratio)  $700,000 
•‘Total  lor  Join!  Committee  on  Communications 
(prior  claim  and  on  ratio)  $1,940,000 
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Boys  cared  for  by  Alaska  Children’s  Services  are  not  the  least  bit  in¬ 
terested  in  a  camera  when  a  tug  of  war  is  to  be  had  in  deep  snow . 
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A  SPECIAL  INSERT  INTO  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Inff^etv  & 

A  new  toll-free,  rapid  answer 
telephone  information  service 
for  United  Methodist  leaders. 


Call  toll  free  800-251-8140 

Moiulux  through  Fritlax.  8  a.m.-l  p.m 
Central  Time. 

Tennesseans  call  collect  6  15-327- 1951 


InfoServ.  1525  McGavock  St.,  Nashville.  Tenn.  37203 


Questions ,  Questions,  Questions! 

"How  many  ordained  women  clergy  are  there  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church?” 

"What  are  we  doing  in  refugee  resettlement?” 

‘‘Can  you  help  us  find  resources  for  Drug  and  Alcohol  Con¬ 
cerns  Sunday?” 

The  foregoing  are  typical  of  the  70  to  100  calls  received  daily  — 
toll  free  —  by  INFOSERV,  the  year-old  information  service 
based  in  the  Nashville,  Tenn.,  office  of  United  Methodist 
Communications.  UMC,  which  is  the  communications  arm  of 
the  church,  receives  World  Service  support. 

How  knowledgeable  and  helpful  are  those  who  staff  the 
phones?  Eighty-nine  percent  of  all  inquiries  are  processed  and 
completed  while  the  caller  is  still  on  the  phone. 

On  occasion,  INFOSERV  receives  an  unusual  query.  It  won’t 
represent  the  main  concerns  of  church  leaders  but  it  will 
demonstrate  that  the  church  responds  to  someone  with  a  need. 
For  example: 

A  minister  in  Massachusetts  telephoned  one  day  to  report  that 
a  woman  sat  in  his  office  whom  he  neither  could  help  nor  wanted 
to  turn  away.  She  had  travelled  by  bus  from  Florida  to  Boston  to 
contact  a  particular  faith  healer  in  the  Boston  area.  She  had 
spent  the  night  in  the  bus  station  and  was  now  in  his  study.  Could 
INFOSERV  help? 

The  call  was  received  by  Bruce  Newman  who  immediately 
perceived  the  plight  of  both  the  woman  and  the  minister.  Bruce 
said  he  would  "see  what  he  could  do,  if  you’ll  give  me  a  little 
time.”  He  knew  that  the  followers  of  the  late  Edgar  Cayce,  a 
celebrated  psychic,  had  a  national  organization,  and  called  the 
public  library.  He  was  given  the  number  (in  Norfolk,  Va.)  of  the 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Enlightenment  and 
Research.  Bruce  called  Norfolk  and,  yes,  they  had  such  a  person 
listed  and,  yes,  they  had  an  address.  He  relayed  the  information 
to  the  pastor,  who  passed  it  on  to  the  woman. 

Not  your  ordinary,  everyday  call  and  not  INFOSERV’s  usual 
communication,  but  it  was  a  matter  of  urgency  for  the  woman 
and  the  pastor. 

Incidentally,  INFOSERV  does  more  than  answer  questions. 
Want  to  pay  a  compliment?  Register  a  complaint?  Tell  someone 
about  a  resource  that  does  not  exist,  and  should? 

Dial  1-800-251-8140. 

PEGGY  WEST 


The  Church  Banks 
On  Feminine  Talent 


The  Van  Phams  Were  ‘No  Sweat!’ 


When  15-month-old  Dao  first 
arrived  in  Seattle,  he  would  close 
his  eyes  tight  to  make  the  strange, 
pale  faces  surrounding  him 
disappear. 

Dao  is  the  son  of  Son  Van  Pham, 
29-year-old  father  of  five  whose 
family  was  sponsored  for  reset¬ 
tlement  by  the  Bryan  Mawr- 
Skyway  Parish  in  cooperation  with 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

To  date,  UMCOR  has  helped  to 
resettle  more  than  700  refugee 
families  from  South  Vietnam  and 
Cambodia  in  recent  months. 

Dao’s  mother,  Hong,  was  or¬ 
phaned  by  the  war  when  she  was 
only  15.  Another  son  of  hers,  eight- 
year-old  Bang,  is  still  troubled  by 
the  trauma  he  has  sustained. 

Hours  of  tender,  loving  care  went 
into  the  cleaning,  painting  and 
furnishing  of  a  lo  '-rental  home 
made  available  by  one  of  the 
members.  After  the  family 
arrived,  parishioners  gave  them 
clothes  and  toys,  tutored  them  in 
English,  helped  them  to  fi  their 
way  around  the  community,  and 
tracked  down  job  opportunities  for 
Son.  Hong  adopted  one  of  the 
parish  couples  as  her  "parents” 
because  they  showed  such  love  in 
helping  them  settle  in. 

The  delight  in  the  family’s  eyes, 
when  they  first  entered  their  new 
home  was  sufficient  repayment  for 
any  "trouble”  they  feared  they  had 
caused.  Their  English  still  is 
limited,  but  they  are  determined  to 
master  the  language.  All  join  with 
their  tutors  in  hilarious  laughter 


when  the  learning  gyrations  and 
charades  become  ridiculous. 

Three  days  after  they  arrived  in 
Seattle,  all  seven  were  in  church, 
sitting  in  the  front  pew.  When  they 
were  introduced,  the  father  sur¬ 
prised  the  pastor  by  asking  to 
speak.  With  the  help  of  another 
Vietnamese,  whose  English  was 
more  fluent,  he  had  memorized 
this  speech: 

"My  family  come  here  today  to 
thank  God,  to  thank  the  United 
States,  to  thank  the  Skyway  and 
Bryn  Mawr  Church,  in  which  all  of 
you  here  gave  us  the  opportunity  to 
come  here  to  live  together  with  all 
of  you  in  your  community. 

“We  don’t  know  how  to  say  to 
thank  about  that,  and  we  strongly 
feel  that  we  have  to  become  a  good 
people  in  our  community  here. 

“Once  again,  will  you  please 
accept  here  our  thank,  and  forgive 
us  some  misunderstanding  about 
your  culture.  Thank  you.” 

The  first  English  words  Son 
learned  were  taught  him  by  GIs 
stationed  in  Saigon.  They  were: 
No  sweat! 

An  UMCOR  official  suggests  that 
"No  sweat!”  is  descriptive  of  the 
"cost”  of  resettling  the  Van  Pham 
family. 

If  you  are  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  an  individual  Vietnamese  or 
a  family,  please  call  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  secretary  in 
charge:  Dr.  James  Thomas,  1-212- 
678-6283.  His  address  is:  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
10027. 

-  BARBARA  WILDE 


“There  are  so  many  women  who 
have  ability  and  talent  that  is  .  .  . 
unused.  I  see  this  as  a  sin,  both 
individual  and  corporate." 

Whose  words  are  these?  They 
are  the  statement  of  a  grand¬ 
mother,  who  worked  for  30  years  as 
a  secretary  while  raising  a  family, 
attending  night  school,  and  serving 
as  a  church  volunteer.  At  54  she 
has  recently  been  graduated  from 
seminary  and  is  now  ordained. 

Her  comment  is  one  of  many 
expressions  on  file  with  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  following  the  agency’s 
creation  this  year  of  a  Talent  Bank. 

To  date,  3,000  registration  forms 
have  been  sent  to  lay  and  clergy 
women  inviting  them  to  give  their 
educational,  professional,  and 
church  histories,  and  share  their 
.  concern  for  the  church  and  the 
issues  it  faces. 

The  six-month,  data-gathering 
project,  coordinated  by  the  Rev. 
Sharon  Z.  Rader,  has  identified 
more  than  100  women  who  are 
available  for  employment  by  a 
general  church  board  or  agency. 
The  majority  is  willing  to  relocate 
in  order  to  accept  such  a  position. 

The  Talent  Bank  is  funded 
through  a  special  grant  from  the 
General  Councils  on  Ministries  and 
Finance  and  Administration.  The 
Commission,  newest  agency  of  the 
church,  receives  support  from  the 
World  Service  Fund.  Its  purpose  is 
twofold.  It  will  assist  the  church  in 
identifying  highly  qualified  women 
for  employment  and  it  will  help 
women  assess  their  skills  and  their 
contributions  to  the  church. 

Although  the  Commission  is  not 
equipped  to  be  an  employment 
agency,  it  seeks  ways  to  give 
maximum  visibility  to  these 
women.  Names  and  background 
information  for  each  candidate 
have  been  forwarded  to  personnel 
executives  in  all  of  the  general 
boards  and  agencies.  In  addition, 
information  about  the  registrants 
is  being  processed  for  mailing  to 
conference  and  jurisdictional 
nominating  committees  in 
preparation  for  the  1976  elections. 

An  invitation  to  register  with  the 
Talent  Bank  is  extended  to  all 
women  who  wish  to  take  part  in 


C  l  AFW&  * 

This  young  refugee  —  one  of  6,700 
sheltered  briefly  at  Subic  Bay  in 
the  Philippines  —  now  has  his  own 
copy  of  the  Gospel  of  John  in 
Vietnamese.  The  presenter  is  the 
Rev.  Chan  Choi,  representing  the 
United  Bible  Societies.  Cost  of  the 
publications  is  borne  by  the  UBS, 
but  half  is  underwritten  by  the 
American  Bible  Society.  Money 
given  by  United  Methodists  to  the 
ABS  helps  provide  translations  of 
the  Scriptures  in  more  than  1,500 
languages. 


creating  the  church’s  ministry. 

The  talent  registrations  are  one 
phase  of  the  Commission’s 
response  to  the  mandate  given  to  it 
by  the  1972  General  Conference. 
The  imperative  was  to  foster  an 
awareness  of  the  problems  and 
issues  related  to  the  status  and  role 
of  women  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Talent  Bank  has 
demonstrated  repeatedly  that 
women  have  the  ability  to  deal  ef¬ 
fectively  with  issues  and  to  bring 
valuable  insights  to  the  perplexing 
dilemmas  of  our  time. 

Sally  Underwood,  a  member  of 
the  Commission,  says,  “My  intense 
concern  about  the  full  participation 
of  women  is  part  of  a  more  in¬ 
clusive  concern  that  the  church 
itself  must  become  a  more  in¬ 
clusive  community  before  it  can 
carry  out  its  mission  to  reach 
every  person  with  the  love  of  God 
made  known  to  us  through  Christ.” 

Skills  and  experience  of  regis¬ 
trants  include  communications, 
law,  art,  medicine,  migrant  minis¬ 
try,  investment  management,  clin¬ 
ical  pastoral  education,  and  police 
dispatching. 

Sexism,  racism  and  economic 
oppression  surfaced  on  many  of  the 
forms,  with  a  recognition  that  they 
stem  from  the  same  oppressive 
roots  and  require  systemic 
remedy. 

An  Asian  American  woman 
reported  that  her  concern  is 
common  among  Asian  women. 
"My  size  and  my  general  ap¬ 
pearance  seem  to  make  it  hard  for 
whites  to  take  me  seriously.  When 
my  children  were  grown  I  returned 
to  college  and  I  got  my  M.A.  so  I 
would  have  the  degree  (which 
seems  to  be  important)  to  vouch 
for  my  expertise.  But  [a  ]  refusal  to 
take  me  seriously  makes  me 
realize  how  important  the 
‘Madame  Butterfly’  image  is  in  the 
treatment  of  Asian  women.” 

The  respondents  frequently  saw 
issues  interlinked.  The  rising 
violence  in  our  society,  with  war  as 
its  ultimate  expression,  indicated  a 
need  to  link  together  two  of  the 
church’s  major  thrusts:  peace  and 
prison  reform.  The  hunger  crisis 
reveals  a  need  to  link  efforts  to 
educate  the  affluent  on  the  evils  of 
consumerism  and  to  develop 
lifestyles  which  will  conserve  the 
earth’s  resources. 

A  young  woman  who  is  serving 
as  a  short-term  missioner  (U.S.  2) 
expressed  concern  about  the 
church’s  slowness  to  respond  to  the 
major  social  movements  in  this 
country  for  civil  rights  and  peace. 
She  went  on  to  say:  "In  the  area  of 
women’s  concerns,  I  would  like  for 
the  church  to  grapple  with  the 
issues  at  hand  that  affect  our  work, 
our  children,  our  family  units  and 
our  faith.  The  human  liberation 
movement  is  bringing  enormous 
changes  .  .  .  and  the  church  must 
enable  its  members  and  others  to 
cope  with  and  affect  the  rapid 
change  in  lifestyles.  As  a  church, 
we  cannot  afford  to  be  silent  and 
ignore  the  changes.” 

Many  of  the  responses  evidence 
a  sense  of  adventure  and 
possibility.  A  woman  pastor  who 
has  served  in  China,  Costa  Rica, 
and  the  U.  S.  retired  this  year.  "My 
dream  (upon  retirement),”  she 
wrote,  "is  to  work  my  way  around 
the  world  doing  volunteer  jobs  in 
mission  stations.”  Her  priorities 
relate  to  pioneering  experiences  in 
developing  churches  (often 
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multiracial)  and  the  need  for 
multilingual  materials. 

A  missionary  presently  serving 
in  Japan  —  and  still  four  years 
from  retirement  —  filed  her  form 
with  a  note  that  “.  .  .  in  1979,  if  my 
health  is  still  good,  I  will  be  in-, 
terested  in  new  possibilities.” 
From  her  perspective  of  living  for 
many  years  outside  the  United 
States,  she  observes  that  "the 
church  always  needs  to  guard 
against  getting  into  a  rut .  .  .  to  be 
open  to  change  and  to  see  the  world 
as  it  really  is.  The  most  important 
work  of  the  church  is  to  equip  the 
members  to  become  people  who 
can  change  society  in  non-violent 
ways.  This  role  of  ‘equipping  the 
saints’  must  always  include 
worship,  fellowship,  and  action.” 

A  primary  concern  for  one  of  the 
recent  women  seminary  graduates 
be  written  off  by  the  local,  district, 
conference  or  general  church. 

Many  of  the  women,  in  a  variety 
of  statements,  expressed  the  need 
for  strong  clergy  leadership  and 
effective  lay  training  in  the 
smaller  churches  and  for 
recognition  by  programming 
agencies  that  small  churches 
represent  the  largest  constituency 
in  United  Methodism. 

One  response  sums  it  up  as 
follows:  "The  need  is  for  the 
church  to  become  the  servant 
church  —  strongly  believing  in 
what  it  is  doing,  educated  to  the 
theological  dimension  in  social  and 
personal  problems,  spiritually 
whole,  able  to  risk." 

NANCY  GRISSOM  SELF 

Game  Preserves,  Yes— 
But  Bookstores  Too 

Among  the  many  services 
provided  by  Methodist  churches 
abroad  are  bookstores.  And  in  the 
10  countries  where  the  churches 
provide  this  service,  self-support  is 
a  key  to  their  success 

Casa  Do  Livro  in  Mozambique  is 
an  example  of  the  latest  ex¬ 
periment  in  book  distribution.  A 
small  shop  was  started  five  years 
ago  in  the  town  of  Maxixe  in  the 
central  area  of  the  country.  Capital 
and  stock  grants  were  provided  by 
the  World  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Cooperation 
with  the  Bible  Society  provided  for 
the  import  of  books  from  Brasil 
and  stock  in  Bibles  in  various  local 
languages.  A  strong  Methodist 
publishing  program  in  the  Xitshwa 
language  added  to  the  titles 
suitable  for  local  clientele. 

During  the  last  year  the 
bookshop  —  well  into  a  third  >ear 
of  self-support  —  earned  enough 
beyond  expenses  to  publish  a  book. 
Its  staff  has  had  special  training  in 
Malawi  and  serves  efficiently  in 
the  operation  of  the  only  bookstore 
in  the  region.  Says  its  manager, 
with  pride:  "People  in  Maxixe  call 
this  ‘our’  bookstore.” 

The  capital  support  for  these 
programs  is  one  of  the  benevolent 
programs  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

DORIS  E.  HESS 
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Bibles  for 

NEW  YORK  —  With  the  World  Series  opener  scheduled  for 
Oct.  11,  more  and  more  people  are  talking  baseball.  At  the 
same  time,  more  and  more  ball  players  may  be  talking  Bible. 

Bert  Campaneris  and  Gene  Tenace,  stars  of  the  1974  world 
champion  Oakland  Athletics,  are  pictured  here  comparing 
two  Bible  versions  donated  by  the  American  Bible  Society  for 
a  nationwide  Baseball  Chapel  program. 

Founded  by  Watson  Spoelstra,  a  former  sports  writer  and 
one-time  president  of  the  Baseball  Writers  Association  of 


baseball 

America,  Baseball  Chapel  involves  all  24  major  league 
teams.  The  program  organizes  and  provides  speakers  for 
pre-game  services  on  Sundays  during  baseball  season,  when 
many  ball  players  find  themselves  unable  to  attend  church. 

Mr.  Spoelstra  notes  that  “attendance  has  been  ’way 
beyond  what  I  expected,  but  this  does  not  mean  the  players 
are  pious  or  claim  to  be  saints  or  anything.  I  think  a  lot  of 
guys  are  just  checking  things  out  .  .  .  looking  for  answers." 
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Ashram  movement  growing 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

HOPWOOD,  Pa.  —  Sponsoring  a 
weekend  Christian  Ashram  here  recently 
for  165  persons  was  a  first  for  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Conference  Board 
of  Laity.  But  it  is  only  a  small  part  of  the 
picture  of  rapid  new  growth  for  the 
ashram  movement,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Roberto  Escamillo,  Board  of 
Discipleship  executive  in  Nashville. 

In  the  United  States  alone  the  number 
of  summer  ashrams  has  increased  from  9 
to  almost  60  in  the  last  10  years,  and  the 
number  of  shorter  events  sponsored  by 
local  churches  and  conference  boards, 
etc.  has  been  swelling  steadily  during  the 
last  five  years. 

Prominent  in  India  for  centuries,  the 
ashram  is  a  group  movement  for 
spiritual  renewal  which  revolves  around 
a  head  teacher  or  guru.  "Ashram"  is  a 
Sanskrit  word  which  means  "a  retreat 
from  hard  work.” 

Leaders  believe  the  rapid  increase  of 
interest  in  a  movement  started  almost  50 
years  ago  by  the  late  Dr.  E.  Stanley 
Jones,  famed  United  Methodist 
missionary,  can  be  attributed  to  several 
factors: 


•  Christians  today  are  showing  greater 
interest  in  the  inward  search  to  discover 
the  relation  of  what  they  believe  to  who 
they  are. 

•  Eastern  religions  have  attracted 
attention  and  followers  by  offering 
guidance  in  the  spiritual  disciplines  of 
meditation,  contemplation  and  prayer. 

•  The  United  Christian  Ashram  (UCA) 
is  the  only  major  Christian  movement  in 
America  that  is  stressing  an  Eastern 
religious  orientation. 

Christian  ashrams  began  in  Sat  Tal, 
India,  when  an  Indian  minister  named 
Yunas  Sinha,  a  retired  English 
missionary,  Ethel  Turner,  and  Dr.  Jones 
met  to  plan  a  fellowship  of  Christians 
that  would  be  more  Eastern  in  ex¬ 
pression  —  a  means  of  expressing  the 
universality  of  Christianity. 

"In  the  Christian  ashram  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  head  or  teacher,  replacing  the  guru 
of  the  Hindu  ashram,  said  W.  W. 
Richardson,  an  insurance  executive  who 
is  also  the  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Christian  Ashram  movement, 
Barrington,  R.I. 

The  goal  for  Christians,  according  to 
UCA  literature,  is  not  to  find  an  answer, 


the  church  today 


UMC  launches  loan/scholarship 
interpretation  program 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  A  program  to 
interpret  the  loans  and  scholarship 
program  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  has  been 
launched  in  each  of  the  five  jurisdictions 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  one-year  experimental  program 
began  Oct.  1  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Esther  E.  Edwards,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  Section  of  Loans  and 
Scholarships.  Field  representatives  will 
be  available  to  explain  the  procedures  for 
obtaining  loans  and  scholarships,  as  well 
as  promote  United  Methodist  Student 
Day,  the  annual  offering  which  helps 
underwrite  the  program,  she  explained. 

The  field  representatives,  Dr.  Edwards 
noted,  welcome  invitations  from 
cabinets,  district  meetings,  conference 
program  councils,  and  conference 
commissions  on  higher  education. 

"Our  records  show  that  every  annual 
conference  got  back  more  money  than  it 
raised  in  the  offerings  last  year,”  ob¬ 
served  Dr.  Edwards.  "The  wisdom  of  our 
forebears  in  investing  funds  and  using 
the  interest  is  benefiting  us  today  and  is 
a  legacy  we  want  to  continue  for  future 
generations." 

Projected  national  UMC  center 
property  still  for  sale 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  —  The 
last  11  acres  of  a  projected  national 
United  Methodist  Church  center  here  are 


The  site  is  all  that  remains,  after  sales 
to  other  church  agencies,  of  19  acres 
purchased  for  the  denomination  in  1957, 
as  a  potential  national  headquarters 
location. 

Last  March  the  corporation  board 
faced  the  facts  of  increased  taxes, 
decreased  interest  in  building  and  ap¬ 
preciation  in  value  from  the  $1.5  million 
for  the  total  original  tract.  It  decided 
continued  holding  of  the  land  was  "not  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  church"  and  voted 
to  sell  the  property. 

Council  of  Bishops  to  meet 
Nov.  10-14 

INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (UMC)  — 
Preparations  for  General  Conference 
and  consideration  of  a  report  on  the 
urban  church  will  be  major  agenda  items 
when  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  holds  its  autumn  meeting 
November  10-14  in  New  Orleans,  La. 

Most  of  the  plenary  sessions  will  be 
open  to  the  interested  public  and  press, 
Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton,  secretary  of  the 
council,  said  here. 

In  earlier  business,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  executive  committee  reaffirmed 
support  of  the  fund  to  restore  the  historic 
Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London's  City  Road; 
agreed  that  ten  bishops  should  be  named 
to  each  of  the  church’s  program  boards 
for  the  1977-80  quadrennium;  and  named 
Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward,  Rye,  N.  Y., 
president  of  the  council,  to  be  in  charge  of 
the  service  of  Holy  Communion  which 
will  open  the  1976  General  Conference  in 
Portland,  Ore. 


for  sale. 

An  American  University  offer  to 
purchase  the  site  adjacent  to  its  campus 
was  tabled  by  a  special  committee  of  the 
Methodist  Corporation,  which  owns  the 
property  in  northwest  Washington.  The 
church-related  university  will  have 
another  chance  to  buy  when  market 
value  is  determined  by  the  "open 
market"  offer. 
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‘Simplified  living’  experiment 
to  aid  pastor 

SOUTH  PLAINFIELD,  N.  J.  (EP)  — 
Eight  families  in  the  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  here  have  entered  into 
a  three-month  experiment  in  "simplified 
living  ’  to  help  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  H. 
Alden  Weich.  complete  his  requirements 
for  a  Doctc-  of  Ministry  degree  at  Drew 
University. 

The  project  will  demonstrate  how  a 
small  group  of  people  in  a  suburban 
community  can  begin  to  simplify  their 
lives  in  the  areas  of  diet,  energy  con¬ 
sumption  and  consumerism  as  the  first 
step  toward  a  new  piety  and  discipleship. 
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but  to  be  the  answer  —  the  “Word 
become  flesh.”  The  aim  of  the  ashram  is 
to  be  the  Kingdom  of  God  —  in 
miniature. 

“The  ashram’s  greatest  gift  to  the  local 
church  is  renewed  enthusiasm  and  a 
new,  fresh  approach,"  Mr.  Richardson 
said. 

Three-pronged  emphasis 

Every  ashram,  whether  two  days  or 
five  days  in  length,  has  a  three-pronged 
emphasis  on  Bible  study,  prayer  life  and 
evangelism,  Mr.  Richardson  told 
TM/  UMR. 

The  typical  day  begins  with  the  rising 
bell  at  6  a.m.  and  continues  through  11 
p.m.  when  the  silent  period  begins. 
Considered  an  essential  part  of  the 
ashram,  silence  is  strictly  kept  and  not 
broken  until  mid-morning  devotions. 

“The  emphasis  on  silence,  personal 
discipline  and  physical,  mental  and 
emotional  healing  are  unique  to 
ashrams,”  according  to  Mr.  Escamillo. 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Area  conducted  a  healing 
service  for  the  recent  ashram  held  here 
at  the  conference’s  Jumonville  Training 
Center. 

"I’m  not  a  healer,"  the  Bishop  told 
TM/  UMR,  "but  the  basis  of  healing  for 
me  is  given  in  James  5:15  which  says  in 
part  ‘the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the 
sick’.” 

In  conducting  a  healing  service  the 
Bishop  said  he  tries  to  demonstrate  how 
he  thinks  it  should  be  done  to  give  honor 
to  God. 

First,  he  gives  a  background  to  the 
concept  of  wholeness,  ministry  and 
mission  and  explains  that  prayer  is 
desired  for  wholeness  —  mental, 
spiritual,  physical,  moral. 

Other  ordained  elders  who  are  present 
are  asked  to  join  with  him  in  prayer 
together.  Then,  as  persons  come  for¬ 
ward,  each  elder  participates  by  placing 
both  hands  on  the  head  of  individuals  and 
praying  for  their  deliverance  and 
wholeness. 

“We  don’t  ask  why  they  are  there," 
said  the  Bishop.  “Nor  do  we  go  for 
statistics  or  declarations  of  healing  on 
the  spot.  I  don’t  really  know  what  hap¬ 
pens.  It  is  a  personal  experience  of 
healing  which  gives  honor  to  God,  and  not 
to  the  work  of  an  individual." 

Bishop  Nichols  said  that  in  his  pastoral 
ministry  he  held  a  healing  service  in 
conjunction  with  the  monthly  com¬ 
munion  service.  While  he  prefers  this 
contextual  approach  which  includes 
healing  as  part  of  a  regular  service,  the 
Bishop  said  he  is  not  knocking  special 
services.  Nor  is  he  advocating  that  every 
pastor  have  healing  services.  "You  can’t 
make  a  program  out  of  healing,"  he  said. 

Strength  of  ashram 

Mr.  Herbert  Gwyer,  a  Pittsburgh 
layman  who  is  also  the  administrative 
assistant  to  the  conference  Board  of 
Laity,  said  he  felt  the  strength  of  the 
ashram  experience  was  its  “openm  ss 
and  healing  spirit,  the  personal  enrol¬ 
ment  and  very  effective  Bible  study.” 

He  said  he  hadn’t  heard  any  ex¬ 
pressions  of  dissatisfaction  from  Western 
Pennsylvania  participants  and  expected 
the  conference  Board  of  Laity  to  sponsor 
another  weekend  next  year  as  part  of  its 
retreat  program. 

Mr.  Gwyer  said  he  personally  objected 
to  conference  money  going  to  an  in¬ 
dependent  organization  at  first,  but  is 
ready  to  support  a  second  event  now. 

Mr.  Richardson  explained  that  the 
UCA  is  a  grass-roots  lay  organization, 
primarily,  which  has  only  three  paid 
office  staff.  He  is  a  volunteer  general 
secretary  and  all  of  the  Bible  teachers 
and  evangelists  receive  only  travel  and  a 
per  diem  for  expenses.  The  UCA  provides 
printed  materials,  songbooks,  leadership 
and  ‘know-how’  for  each  ashram.  In  turn 
the  ashram  gives  UCA  $1  per  person  for 
every  24  hours  plus  an  offering.  For 
Western  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Gwyer  said 
the  total  amounted  to  about  $750. 


‘Practical  strategies’  for  Black 
churches  set  at  mini  consultation 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

ERLANGER.  Ky.  —  Developing 
practical  strategies  for  strengthening 
local  churches  quickly  replaced  rhetoric 
here  last  week  as  a  cross-section  of  Black 
United  Methodists  met  in  a  "mini  con¬ 
sultation”  to  consider  the  "crisis” 
situation  in  the  black  church. 

The  30-member  team  of  clergy  and 
laity  suggested  that  a  100  percent  in¬ 
crease  in  the  supply  of  black  ministers  be 
sought  during  the  next  quadrennium, 
along  with  a  40  percent  increase  in  black 
membership,  development  of  new 
congregations  and  strengthening  of  100 
selected  existing  churches. 

Key  strategies  are:  (1.)  renewed 
identification  with  the  black  community 
where  churches  are  located,  (2.) 
development  of  relevant  youth  programs 
which  will  double  as  recruitment  areas 
for  the  ministry,  (3.)  enrichment  of  the 
worship  of  the  local  church  with  the 
Black  heritage  of  music  and  strong 
preaching  and  (4.)  training  for  the  laity. 

Linking  efforts  with  other  black 
denominations  was  described  as  “one 
necessary  move"  to  bring  together  the 
Christian  endeavor  in  the  black  com¬ 
munity.  Dr.  George  Outen,  Nashville, 
speculated  that  the  focus  would  not  be  on 
merger  but  on  getting  Methodist  bodies 
together  as  a  "common  force."  Dr. 
Outen  was  the  coordinator  of  the  "mini 
consultation,”  and  he  is  also  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  executive  heading  the 
ethnic  minority  study  team. 

The  consultation  here  was  the  second 
of  four  such  meetings  with  various 
United  Methodist  ethnic  minorities  in  an 
attempt  to  analyze  the  ‘crisis’  in  the 
ethnic  churches  and  identify  strategies  to 
remedy  the  situation.  The  study,  ordered 
by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  last  March  is  being  conducted 
by  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  Other 
minority  church  groups  scheduled  for 
consultations  this  fall  are  the  Hispanics 
and  Asian  Americans.  The  Native 
American  meeting  was  held  two  weeks 
‘ago.  (See  TM/  UMR  Oct.  3  issue) 


Clear  skies 
solve  cubit 
shortage 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
During  the  recent  prolonged  period 
of  rain  President  Ford’s  press 
secretary,  Ron  Nessen,  diverged  a 
few  moments  from  serious  affairs  of 
state  to  engage  in  what  some  people 
might  call  floating  a  rumor. 

Mr.  Nessen  solemnly  announced, 
“President  Ford  has  signed  an 
emergency  order  directing  the 
Pentagon  to  begin  immediate 
construction  of  an  ark  350  cubits 
long.” 

He  also  said  the  President  had 
ordered  the  National  Zoo  to  begin 
assembling  two  of  every  living 
species  of  animal. 

In  the  same  vein  of  fun,  someone 
reported  the  Pentagon’s  reply  to  the 
White  House:  “Send  money,  we’re 
all  out  of  cubits." 

Taking  up  the  theme,  reporters 
began  a  barrage  of  critical 
questions.  They  wanted  to  know 
about  the  financing  of  the  ark,  and 
whether  Secretary  of  State  Henry 
Kissinger  had  promised  to  give 
Israel  an  ark.  During  the  briefing, 
the  sun  broke  through  the  clouds, 
and  Mr.  Nessen  then  announced  that 
the  project  would  be  deferred. 


‘JFor/ef  Order 
Sunday 9  asks 
partnership 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  —  Can 
men  and  women,  working  together, 
make  a  difference  for  world  peace?  That 
basic,  hopeful  question  is  at  the  center  of 
this  year's  observance  of  World  Order 
Sunday. 

The  United  Methodist  observance,  on 
Oct.  19,  has  the  theme  of  “Building  a 
Partnership  for  Peace."  It  calls  for 
women  to  assume  equal  responsibility 
for  building  peace  and  for  men  to  accept 
women  as  equal  partners  in  that  en¬ 
deavor. 

The  theme  ties  in  to  1975’s  Inter¬ 
national  Women’s  Year,  whose  goals  are 
equality,  development  and  peace.  It 
emphasizes  the  crises  of  population,  food 
and  justice. 

The  church’s  Division  of  World  Peace 
points  out  that  throughout  history  “men 
have  played  the  dominant  role  in  making 
and  fighting  wars,"  while  “half  the 
world's  people  have  been  largely  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  decision-making  that 
creates  peace  or  its  absence."  It  urges 
that  1975  could  be  the  time  “when  women 
join  actively  with  men  to  bring  about  the 
difficult,  but  achievable,  changes  that 
could  initiate  the  conditions  that  make 
for  peace." 

The  world’s  two  billion  women  can 
make  a  difference,  recalls  Thelma 
Stevens,  Nashville,  long-time  church 
social  relations  leader.  She  notes  that 
they  have  made  a  difference,  “even  when 
they  had  no  political  rights  and  no 
channels  of  power,”  such  as  when  many 
in  the  U.  S.  pleaded  and  worked  to  uproot 
slavery. 


The  starting  point  for  each  “mini 
consultation”  is  a  78-page  study 
document  prepared  by  Dr.  Carl  A. 
Fields,  analyst/  researcher/  writer  for 
the  consultation.  The  study  document  is 
based  on  data  from  each  ethnic  group, 
the  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
and  additional  meetings  with 
representatives  of  each  ethnic  minority, 
Dr.  Fields  said. 

“The  ‘cause’  of  the  crisis  is  rooted  in 
the  unwillingness  of  the  white  majority  to 
deal  fairly  and  equally  with  the 
minorities,”  Dr.  Fields  believes.  He  said 
he  was  “struck  by  the  similarity  of  the 
crisis  and  the  symptoms  in  each  of  the 
four  ethnic  groups"  in  United 
Methodism. 

“The  major  differences  are  more  in 
their  structural  relationship  to  the  in¬ 
stitution  than  in  ethnic  differences,”  he 
said. 

The  “crisis”  situation  in  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  has  developed 
because  these  churches  have  had  to  man 
two  battlefronts,  according  to  Dr.  Woodie 
White,  head  of  the  general  church 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

"One  unique  battlefront  is  being  a 
minority  in  the  predominantly  white 
United  Methodist  Church.  Leaders  spend 
most  of  their  energy  trying  to  get  the 
resources  a  parent  denomination  nor¬ 
mally  would  provide.  The  second  front  is 
the  day  to  day  ministry  to  the  ethnic 
community,"  Dr.  White  said. 

The  symptoms  of  the  crisis  are 
declining  memberships,  a  short  supply  of 
leadership,  lack  of  enthusiasm  and 
inability  to  recruit  and  adequately  train 
new  pastors. 

Dr.  Outen  said  the  purpose  of  the  “mini 
consultations  is  "to  test,  refine  and 
review"  the  study  document  with  each 


group  to  see  if  it  has  the  support  of  each 
minority. 

Two  weeks  ago  the  Native  Americans 
refused  to  consider  the  content  of  the 
study  paper,  primarily  because  it  was 
prepared  by  non-Indians,  and  are  writing 
their  own  document  for  the  task  force  by 
Nov.  6. 

Participants  here  found  the  study 
document  a  “helpful  starting  point"  but 
found  glaring  deficiencies  in  the  areas 
related  to  youth,  women,  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  new  congregations  and 
stewardship.  Also,  they  felt  it  was  "not 
specific  enough”  and  proceded  to  suggest 
measurable  objectives  as  well  as  a 
theological  undergirding. 

The  primary  arena  for  strategic  action 
is  the  local  church  and  the  annual  con¬ 
ference,  they  said,  although  "an  ethnic 
presence"  on  boards  and  councils  at  all 
levels  of  the  church  continues  to  be  of 
critical  importance,  because  groups  not 
represented  tend  to  be  overlooked 

“Sustaining  the  black  local  church  has 
been  neglected  for  the  last  10  years  as  we 
worked  for  integration  (after  the  merger 
of  the  former  all  black  Central 
Jurisdiction  with  the  total  church  in 
1964),  said  Thelma  Barnes,  Atlanta, 
executive  director  of  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR). 

"We  want  to  be  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  from  a  point  of 
strength  with  the  talents  and  gifts  of 
ethnic  groups  vibrant  within  it,”  she 
said,”  echoing  the  No.  1  concern  of  the 
group  for  developing  strong  local 
churches. 

The  importance  of  singing  and 
preaching  in  the  black  church  was 
highlighted  at  the  consultation  in  worship 
services  led  by  the  Rev.  Maceo  Pem¬ 
broke,  Chicago,  and  the  Rev.  Leontine  T 
Kelly,  Richmond,  Va. 


Who  was  the  first  woman 
district  superintendent ? 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.  —  Who  was  the 
first  female  district  superintendent  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  anyway? 

Dr.  Margaret  Henrichsen  of  the  Maine 
annual  conference,  appointed  in  1967, 
said  TM/  UMR  in  a  February  7  feature 
story  this  year. 

Not  so,  says  a  retired  bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Indonesia,  who 
claims  the  distinction  of  appointing  two 
women  superintendents  several  years 
before  Dr.  Henrichsen  assumed  her  post. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  the  editor,  Bishop 
Hobart  B.  Amstutz,  now  living  here, 
reports  that  the  Rev.  Gusta  Robinett 
became  superintendent  of  the  Chinese 
district,  Sumatra  annual  conference,  in 
1960.  The  following  year  the  Rev.  Lim 
Swee  Beng  was  appointed  to  the  Malacca 
district  of  the  Chinese  annual  conference 
in  Malaya. 

Miss  Robinett’s  district  covered  all 
Chinese-speaking  work  in  Sumatra,  the 
bishop  recalls.  "She  had  to  go  over 
terrible  roads  and  many  rivers.  One 
fishing  town  was  approachable  only  by 
small  Chinese  fishing  boats  with  no 
accommodations  for  women." 

A  former  missionary  in  China,  she  was 
fluent  in  both  Mandarin  Chinese  and 


I. 

Gusta  Robinett  Lim  Swee  Beng 
Indonesian.  Now  retired  and  living  in 
Columbia  City,  Ind.,  Miss  Robinett  held 
the  position  of  district  superintendent 
until  1964,  when  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Indonesia  became  autonomous.  Bishop 
Amstutz  reports. 

Miss  Lim,  who  is  now  pastor  of  the 
Chinese  Methodist  Church  in  Parak, 
Malaysia,  served  her  district  superin¬ 
tendency  between  1961  and  1966  First  a 
deaconess,  she  was  ordained  an  elder  in 
the  Chinese  conference  in  1957  and  ad¬ 
mitted  to  full  membership  the  following 
year.  According  to  the  bishop,  she  has 
been  an  active  evangelist,  founded  a 
number  of  new  congregations  and  buil' 
several  large  church  buildings. 

Next  question:  does  anyone  know  of  a 
female  district  superintendent  appointed 
even  earlier  than  1960? 


Five  U.M. 


women  receive 


Harkness  scholarships 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Recipients  of 
the  first  annual  Georgia  Harkness 
Scholarship  awards,  honoring  the  well- 
known  teacher  and  theologian  who  died 
last  year,  have  been  announced  by  the 
Division  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Purpose  of  the  scholarships  is  to  en¬ 
courage  persons,  primarily  women  over 
35,  to  prepare  for  ministry  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  second  career. 

Amounts  of  the  five  scholarships  for 
the  1975-76  academic  year  range  from 
$1500  to  $3000,  depending  on  need. 

Recipients  are:  Linda  Lou  Eller,  Flint, 
Mich.,  studying  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary,  Evanston,  Ill.; 
Virginia  Kay  Springer,  San  Antonio, 


Tex.,  studying  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  Dallas,  Tex.;  Helen  Grubb  Taylor. 
Shattuck,  Okla.,  studying  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology;  Judith  Ann  Bennett, 
Portland,  Ore.,  studying  at  Drew  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Madison,  N.  J.;  and 
Miyeko  Uriu,  a  native  of  California  who 
is  studying  at  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology. 

Ms.  Eller  expects  to  become  a  full-time 
parish  pastor  upon  graduation,  Ms. 
Springer  is  considering  both  pastoral  and 
academic  aspects  of  her  ministry  .  Ms. 
Taylor  is  working  toward  the  pastoral 
ministry;  Ms.  Bennett  is  considering 
future  doctoral  studies  and  possibly 
teaching;  Ms.  Uriu  anticipates  becoming 
a  hospital  chaplain. 


outers 


Bradenton 
Florida 

.All  Dku. JnJDUJa,  JJ. 

A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks.  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBUR  Y  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter  A  card 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information 

ASBl’RY  TOWERS.  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West.  Bradenton.  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass.  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 


An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non 
sectarian  in  its  benefits. 
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Media  freedom,  responsibility 
asked  by  communications  agency 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  Church  communication 
committee  has  urged  the  denomination 
to  adopt  a  statement  calling  for  both 
freedom  of  expression  and  social 
responsibility  by  the  mass  media. 

The  church  should  reaffirm  its 
"adherence  to  the  principles  of  freedom 
of  expression  as  a  right  of  every  person” 
while  opposing  "the  practices  of  those 
who  use  media  for  purposes  of  human 
exploitation,"  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communication  (JCC)  said  in  a 
statement  approved  at  its  annual 
meeting  here  last  month.  (See  TM/UMR, 
Oct.  3.) 

“We  call  upon  the  church  to  help 
members  develop  criteria  by  which,  as 
Christians,  they  can  interpret  what  is 
being  communicated  through  the  mass 
media,”  it  said. 

The  committee’s  document  will  be 
submitted  to  the  1976  General  Conference 
(highest  legislative  body)  for  action. 

The  statement  noted  that  while  the 
denomination  already  affirms  freedom 
of  expression,  a  greater  emphasis  is 
needed  to  ensure  responsible  use  of  the 
mass  media. 

All  communication  “must  take  place 
within  a  framework  of  social  respon¬ 
sibility”  and  the  right  of  the  broadcaster 
does  not  “abridge  the  public’s  right  to 
know  and  to  be  fairly  represented,”  the 
statement  said. 

It  proposed  helps  such  as  in¬ 
terpretation  of  media  content,  mem¬ 
bership  materials  on  the  impact  of 
media,  aids  for  parents  in  exercising 


“their  responsibility  for  guiding  their 
children  in  use  of  mass  media"  and  the 
utilization  of  reviews  and  analyses  to 
give  guidance  "for  intelligent  and 
selective  mass  media  consumption." 

The  JCC  board  later  voted  to  join  the 
“National  Ad  Hoc  Committee  Against 
Censorship,”  a  coalition  of  national 
organizations  concerned  about  the  free 


flow  of  information  in  US  society. 

In  an  address  to  the  JCC  board,  the 
Rev.  Norman  E.  DeWire  called  on  the 
communication  agency  “to  share  in¬ 
formation  on  such  a  basis  that  every 
United  Methodist  will  feel  a  sense  of  his 
or  her  own  power.”  He  is  chief  of  the 
church’s  coordinating  agency,  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 


Billy  Graham  says 

U.S.  near  fourth 
6 Great  Awakening ' 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham  said  here  he  has  found  evidence 
that  the  United  States  may  be  entering  a 
fourth  “Great  Awakening”  of  religious 
interest. 

Addressing  a  luncheon  at  the  Overseas 
Press  Club,  the  famed  preacher  noted 
that  the  three  historic  "awakenings”  in 
American  history  began  in  1734,  1800  and 
1858,  respectively. 

“I  believe  that  we  are  now  possibly  in 
the  fourth  Great  Awakening,”  Mr. 
Graham  said.  “Evidences  abound 
everywhere.  One  has  only  to  remember 
the  condition  of  the  churches  and 
religious  institutions  at  the  beginning  of 
World  War  II.  Church  budgets  could  not 
be  met.  Churches  were  practically 
empty,  and  religion  was  not  news.  That 


Old  man  is  just  an  act 
for  87-year-young  pastor 


PALO  ALTO,  Calif.  —  Imagine!  An  87- 
year-old  man  who  dons  a  wig  and  beard 
and  carries  a  cane  "to  impersonate  an 
old  man.” 

That’s  what  the  Rev  A.  C.  Hoover  is 
doing  these  days.  He  officially  retired 
from  the  United  Methodist  ministry  in 


Deserted  By 
Her  Mother! 


How  could  a  mother  go  off  and 
forsake  such  a  precious  little  child 
as  four-year-old  Stella,  in  India? 
Well,  she  did!  The  mother  forsook 
her  family  for  another  man, 
leaving  an  ill  husband  and  two 
small  children.  We  accepted  Stella 
into  our  orphanage  but  we  need 
someone  to  love  her  and  provide 
for  her  financially. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

Sponsoring  Stella  or  some  other 
deserving  child  in  one  of  our  or¬ 
phanages  in  India.  Sarawak,  or 
Korea  can  be  a  rewarding  project 
for  a  family,  an  individual,  or  a 
group.  Thousands  are  facing 
starvation  in  India  every  day.  We 
will  send  you  full  information  on 
"your"  child  and  you  may  write 
him  if  you  wish  —  and  you  do  not 
have  to  sign  any  contracts!  The 
cost  is  ten  dollars  per  month  and 
gifts  are  tax  deductible.  Investing 
in  a  child  is  investing  in  eternity. 


Name_ 

Street 

City 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a 
child  where  need  is 

greatest - 

I  prefer  a  child  in 


Enclosed  is  payment 

for  first  month _ 

Full  Year - 


State  and  Zip 


WRITE  TO:  Rev  &  Mrs.  Albert 
E.  Purviance.  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC.,  Box  626. 
Cheyenne.  Wyoming  82001. 


1960.  But  his  pastoral  outreach  continues 
in  1975,  on  a  part-time  basis,  as  he  en¬ 
tertains  scores  of  senior  citizens  in  the 
Midpeninsula. 

Mr.  Hoover’s  primary  avocation 
during  his  career  was  theatrics,  and  he 
recently  has  brought  his  acting  talents  — 
and  props  —  out  of  the  closet  and  onto  the 
stages  of  several  seniors’  centers  and 
convalescent  homes  here. 

The  retired  clergyman  decided  to 
create  a  one-man  show  as  a  result  of  a 
problem  confronting  many  of  his  peers: 
"I  was  looking  for  things  to  do.  If  I  sat 
here  in  my  room,  I  wouldn’t  do  anybody 
any  good,”  he  explained. 

"Actually,"  Mr.  Hoover  continued, 
senior  citizens  “enjoy  anybody  who  will 
stop  and  give  a  little  of  his  time." 

He  performs  a  variety  of  monologues, 
poetic  recitations  and  traditional  folk 
songs. 

Ordained  into  the  ministry  in  1921,  Mr. 
Hoover  served  as  pastor  of  several 
Colorado  U.M.  churches  until  1943,  when 
he  worked  as  a  statistician  in  the  Chicago 
office  of  the  denomination. 

"People  ask  me  why  I  didn’t  become 
an  actor,”  the  retired  pastor  said.  "When 
I  was  young,  the  theater  was  taboo  for  a 
lot  of  religious  groups.” 

"I  sometimes  wish  I  had  gone  into  the 
theater,”  he  added,  "but  I  have  no 
regrets  about  what  I  have  done.” 

STORY  AND  PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  THE 
PALO  ALTO  TIMES 


1976 

ESCORTED 

TOURS 


CRUISE 

January  25  through  February  7 

This  tour,  particularly  planned 
for  United  Methodists  and  their 
«.  friends,  is  a  13-day  adventure 
to  the  Caribbean  and  Central  America,  on  the  brand-new  MTS 
DAPHNE  (Greek  Registry).  You  will  enjoy  leisurely  cruising,  delicious 
food  and  the  excitement  of  new  lands.  Leaving  from  New  Orleans 
we  visit  the  ancient  Mayan  lands  of  Yucatan,  Guatemala,  then  lovely 
Jamaica,  and  Grand  Cayman  Island  before  returning  to  New  Orleans. 
Look  for  future  ads  about  our  tours  to  Hawaii,  Europe,  Alaska  and 
our  Western  Parks. 


Write: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 

Please  send  me  the 
following  folder 
□  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 


Complete  this  coupon,  clip,  and  send  for 
your  illustrated,  FREE  folder. 


Name. 


City  &  State- 


Zip 


has  all  changed.” 

Today,  the  evangelist  reported,  there 
are  scores  of  “para-church  movements” 
that  have  arisen  in  recent  years.  He  cited 
prayer  meetings  and  Bible  study  groups 
that  have  been  formed  among  college 
students  and  professional  athletes,  and 
added,  "Home  prayer  groups  are 
spreading  throughout  the  country  like 
wildfire.” 

Mr.  Graham  commented  that  the 
special  Bicentennial  issue  of  Life 
magazine  contains  a  list  of  “The  One 
Hundred  Events  That  Shaped  America,” 
of  which  only  one  or  two  “could  be  called 
religious  in  any  meaningful  use  of  that 
term.” 

He  then  asked  whether  this  means  that 
religion  has  not  had  a  major  influence  in 
shaping  America. 

“I  think  that  anyone  who  does  not 
recognize  the  significant  and  pervasive 
role  of  religion  in  American  life  is  looking 
at  history  from  a  warped  perspective,” 
the  evangelist  declared.  “Not  only  that, 
the  Judeo-Christian  faith  has  been  so 
influential  in  America  that  it  has  become 
a  part  of  the  warp  and  woof  of  our  way  of 
life." 

As  evidence,  Mr.  Graham  cited  such 
events  as  the  Mayflower  Compact,  the 
founding  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
the  writing  of  Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin,  and  the 
rise  of  such  religious-related  movements 
as  Sunday  schools,  the  YMCA,  the  YWCA 
and  the  Salvation  Army. 

Regarding  the  world  as  a  whole,  the 
evangelist  said,  “There  are  encouraging 
signs  throughout  the  world  that  we  are 
now  in  the  midst  of  a  great  religious 
awakening  —  perhaps  the  greatest  in 
world  history.  Almost  unknown  to  the 
media  and  the  people  in  general,  there  is 
a  vast  and  significant  spiritual 
movement  that  is  taking  place  in  many 
countries  of  the  world,  including 
America.” 

Mr.  Graham  referred  to  reports  that 
the  church  in  Korea  is  growing  at  a  rate 
four  times  that  of  the  population  in 
general,  and  estimates  that  by  the  end  of 
the  century,  the  .overwhelming  majority 
of  the  people  in  Africa  will  be  Christians. 

Governor’s  wife 
prays  Sn  tongues’ 

GULF  SHORES,  Ala.  (RNS)  —  Mrs. 
Cornelia  Wallace  revealed  here  that 
when  her  husband,  Alabama  Gov. 
George  C.  Wallace,  was  recovering  from 
the  attempt  on  his  life  in  1972,  she 
“prayed  in  tongues”  with  evangelist  Oral 
Roberts. 

She  described  the  experience  in  an 
address  to  a  luncheon  of  the  South 
Baldwin  Charismatics  International 
Prayer  Fellowship. 

In  praying  with  the  United  Methodist 
evangelist  and  charismatic  leader,  Mrs. 
Wallace  recalled,  “I  knew  what  was 
meant  by  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Maybe  I  needed  that  visit  worse  than 
George  did.” 

She  added,  “I  can’t  tell  you  how 
relieved  I  was  to  feel  that  I  had  a  direct 
line  of  communication  with  God  without 
the  barrier  of  language  and  without  the 
barrier  of  my  own  self.  I  didn’t  talk  about 
this.  I  didn’t  tell  anybody  about  it.” 

Mrs.  Wallace,  whose  autobiography 
will  be  published  early  next  year,  said 
her  faith  was  “kind  of  childlike,”  and 
that  it  sustained  her  when  her  husband 
was  shot  by  Arthur  Bremer  at  a 
Maryland  shopping  center. 


UNITED 

METHODISTS 


Black  colleges  claimed  necessary 

Leaders  say  schools  play  valid  role  in  integrated  church 


By  BARBARA  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

“To  express  an  intense  concern  for  the 
education  of  black  youth  and  to  con¬ 
centrate  that  concern  in  its  black 
colleges  is  neither  to  retreat  into  black 
exclusivism  nor  to  present  an  alternative 
to  further  integration  of  all  the  church’s 
educational  institutions.” 

The  speaker?  E.  Clayton  Calhoun, 
Associate  Director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Black  College  Fund 
(BCF).  The  subject?  The  role  of  black 
U.M. -related  schools  in  the  Seventies. 

Some  10,000  students,  primarily  black, 
attend  these  12  denominationally- 
affiliated  colleges.  Reflected  in  their 
goals  is  an  emphasis  on  the  black  iden¬ 
tity,  heritage  and  culture.  Blackness  lies 
at  the  core  of  the  institutions’  life. 

“Certainly  we’re  concerned  about 
black  awareness  here,”  Harrison 
DeShields,  Bethune-Cookman  College 
Director  of  Admissions  and  Registrar, 
noted.  “But  we  are  also  concerned  about 
human  awareness.  We  are  moving  up 
toward  10  percent  of  our  students  being 
white.  Here  they  can  learn  something 
about  the  black  culture  that  they  have 
missed  in  most  of  their  previous 
education." 

Reasons  for  black  colleges 

So  .  .  .  why  black  colleges? 

“Black  institutions,”  said  Arthur  A. 
Fletcher,  former  Executive  Director  of 
the  United  Negro  College  Fund  (UNCF), 
“are  as  valid  and  necessary  to  our 
democratic  society  as  any  other  ethnic  or 
religious  component.  The  UNCF  colleges 
are  now  recognized  as  repositories  of  the 
black  culture  and  experience  of  our 
nation.  They  are  a  national  educational 
asset.” 

Specially  tailored  programs  and 
curricul?.  available  at  these  schools  offer 
a  new  perspective  into  black  history, 
project  images  of  success  for  black  youth 
who  often  have  lived  with  negativism  and 
provide  a  climate  of  social  and 
psychological  support. 

“Although  our  church  has 
desegregated,”  BCF  Director  DePriest 
W.  Whye  Sr.  added,  “we  must  work  to 
achieve  togetherness,  coordinated  unity, 
and  in  this  unity,  diversity.” 

Nonetheless,  problem*?  plague  the 
contemporary  black  college.  With  in¬ 
flation  at  a  national  peak,  money  is  a 
major  hurdle.  Financial  aid  is  needed  for 
campus  expansion  and  renovation, 
library  resources,  competitive  faculty 
salary  increases,  scholarships  and 
research.  In  light  of  the  number  of  small 
private  institutions  losing  funds  and 
students,  the  UMC  has  begun  re¬ 
analyzing  her  stance  in  education. 
Relationship  to  church 

The  relationship  between  the  dozen 
black  schools  and  the  church  dates  back 
to  1866  when  the  Freedmen’s  Aid  Society 
was  founded.  In  1872  the  Society  was 
adopted  as  an  official  general  church 
agency  with  some  60  colleges  under  its 
scope. 

Through  the  Race  Relations  Day 
Offering,  Negro  Colleges  Advance  and 
the  more  recently  inaugurated  BCF,  the 
UMC  has  rallied  to  keep  the 
denomination’s  black  institutions  alive. 
During  the  1972  General  Conference 
delegates  voted  to  apportion  $6  million  — 
$5  million  for  current  operations  and  $1 
million  for  capital  expenditures  —  an¬ 
nually  through  the  1973-76  quadrennium. 

“While  our  responsibility  is  to 
supervise  the  overall  program  of  the  fund 

R ' ligious  journalism 
jellowships  now  open 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodist  Communications  is  receiving 
applications  for  the  Ralph  Stoody 
Fellowship  for  graduate  study  in 
religious  journalism  for  the  1976-77 
academic  year,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Curtis  A.  Chambers,  executive 
secretary. 

Dr.  Chambers  said  that  an¬ 
nouncements  of  the  annual  $3,000 
fellowship  have  gone  out  to  colleges  and 
universities  and  church  leaders. 

The  fellowship  honors  the  Rev.  Ralph 
Stoody  of  Pompano  Beach,  Fla.  Dr. 
Stoody  served  as  executive  of  the  general 
news  service  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church  for  24  years  prior  to  his 
retirement  in  1964. 

Deadline  for  filing  applications  is  Feb. 

1,  1976.  Inquiries  should  be  sent  to  Dr. 
Gene  Carter,  United  Methodist  Commun¬ 
ications,  601  W.  Riverview  Ave.,  Dayton, 
Ohio  45406. 


during  this  quadrennium,”  Mr.  Whye 
explained,  “the  ultimate  purpose  is  to 
establish  a  consistent,  strong,  reliable 
and  stable  financial  support  system  for 
these  colleges.” 

What  is  the  future  outlook  for  United 
Methodism’s  12  black  colleges? 

Although  the  $6  million  goal  has  not 
been  fully  met  ( 1974  receipts  showed  a  25 
percent  deficit),  “the  response  from  the 
general  church  has  been  positive,  and  the 
BCF  has  become  a  part  of  the  ministry  of 
the  church,”  Mr.  Whye  said. 

Continuation  of  BCF  urged 

In  the  BCF  proposal  to  the  1976  General 
Conference,  Mr.  Whye  calls  for  “the 
continuation  of  the  BCF  as  a  financial 
support  system  during  the  1976-80 
quadrennium.” 

The  demand  for  predominantly  black 
institutions  remains  high.  Three-fourths 
of  all  blacks  receiving  Bachelor  of  Arts 


degrees  annually  are  educated  at  these 
schools. 

Since  the  BCF  was  launched  in  1972, 
the  level  of  awareness  about  the  black 
U.M. -related  colleges  “has  reached  an 
unprecedented  point,”  Mr.  Whye  noted. 

“At  this  pivotal  time  in  the  life  of  our 
church,”  he  concluded,  “we  must 
profoundly  affirm  our  pluralism  and 
recommit  ourselves  to  vigorous 
fulfillment  of  our  potential  as  an  in¬ 
clusive  church,  a  church  which  values 
and  appreciates  differences.” 

(Black  institutions  receiving  U.M. 
assistance  include  Bennett  College, 
Bethune-Cookman  College,  Claflin 
College,  Clark  College,  Dillard 
University,  Huston-Tillotson  College, 
Meharry  Medical  College,  Morristown 
College,  Paine  College,  Philander  Smith 
College,  Rust  College  and  Wiley  College. 
All  except  Morristown  College  are  four- 
year  schools.) 


And  thus  Wesley  Chapel,  credited  by 
some  as  being  the  first  Methodist  Church 
in  America,  was  built.  Philip  Embury 
preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  on 
October  30.  1768. 

Mr.  Ludwig  is  the  author  of  more  than 
30  books  and  countless  articles.  He  lives 
in  Tucson,  Aril,  and  is  contributing 
several  articles  on  early  Methodist 
history  to  TM-UMR  during  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial. 


Classified 


Bicentennial  notes: 
Capt.  Thomas  Webb 

By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 

When  the  Methodists,  huddled  in  the 
tiny  room  in  New  York  City,  saw  the 
short,  fat  man,  they  began  to  get  ner¬ 
vous.  Who  was  he?  What  did  he  want? 

It  was  in  February,  1767.  At  the  time, 
none  of  the  colonists  was  talking 
rebellion;  but  that  ugly  thought  had 
already  started  to  squirm  into  some  of 
their  heads. 

As  the  meeting  continued,  a  few  of  the 
braver  members  managed  a  quick  look 
at  the  visitor.  He  was  dressed  in  a 
crimson  British  army  uniform.  A  green 
patch  angled  over  his  right  eye;  and  his 
right  arm  was  bent  stiffly  across  his 
chest  as  if  it  were  paralyzed.  In  addition, 
a  regulation  sword  clanked  at  his  waist. 

Numerous  New  Yorkers  had  been 
complaining  because  the  British  had 
quartered  soldiers  in  their  homes;  and 
recently  the  British  had  been  getting 
sensitive  to  criticism.  Perhaps  this  fierce 
looking  officer  had  been  sent  to  drag 
them  to  the  lockup! 

But  when  their  visitor  joined  them  in 
singing  Charles  Wesley’s  hymns,  the 
congregation  relaxed.  Anyone  who  was 
acquainted  with  Methodist  hymns  must 
be  all  right! 

At  the  end  of  the  service  the  man  got  to 
his  feet.  “I  am  a  member  of  the  king’s 
service,”  he  explained,  “but  I  am  also  a 
soldier  of  the  Cross  and  a  spiritual  son  of 
John  Wesley.” 

Soon  this  man  whose  arm  had  been 
shattered  at  Louisburg  and  who  had  lost 
an  eye  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham  during 
the  battle  of  Quebec,  was  asked  to  preach 
for  them.  Each  time  he  stood  in  the 
pulpit,  he  unsheathed  his  sword  and  laid 
it  on  the  desk  at  the  side  of  the  Bible. 

What  kind  of  speaker? 

What  kind  of  a  speaker  was  this  one- 
eyed,  crippled-armed  captain?  John 
Adams,  the  first  Vice-President  and  the 
second  President  of  the  United  States 
remembered  him  well.  He  declared  that 
Webb  was  “one  of  the  most  eloquent  men 
I  ever  heard;  he  reaches  the  imagination 
and  touches  the  passions  very  well,  and 
expresses  himself  with  great  propriety.” 

Having  been  converted  through  the 
preaching  of  John  Wesley  in  Bristol  in 
1765,  and  having  countless  stories  on  the 
surface  of  his  brain,  he  attracted  so 
many  people  the  little  hall  wouldn’t 
contain  them.  And  so  the  group  moved  to 
an  abandoned  rigging-loft  in  Cart  and 
Horse  Lane.  But  even  though  the  loft  was 
eighteen  by  sixty,  it  only  held  half  the 
people  who  were  anxious  to  hear  tms 
eloquent  man. 

“We  must  build  our  own  building  and 
make  it  large  enough,”  said  the  people. 

To  this  suggestion  Captain  Webb  and 
Philip  Embury  —  the  one  who  had  helped 
start  the  group  —  agreed  at  once.  A  lot 
was  chosen  on  John  Street  and  Webb 
helped  raise  the  money  to  build  the 
church.  Indeed,  his  name  headed  the  list 
with  a  gift  of  thirty  pounds.  He  also 
agreed  to  lend  the  congregation  three 
hundred  pounds  at  a  very  low  interest. 

Both  Webb  and  Embury  had  a  genius 
at  getting  subscriptions  and  soon  they 
had  enough  money  to  start.  Among  the 
subscribers  were  the  Mayor,  several 
slaves  who  had  been  converted  through 
Webb’s  preaching  —  and  even  some  of 
the  Stuyvesants.  One  of  the  donors  was 
Philip  Livingstone  who  signed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  a  few  years 
later. 


Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  Ms  $1.00  per  Insertion. 


PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best- 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 
Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  698*2410. 


RETIRED  UNITED  METHODIST  pastor 
seeks  position  as  Minister  of  Visitation. 
Contact:  Rev.  T.  M.  Goff.  1112  W.  Knollwood 
Ave.,  Tampa.  Fla.  33004.  (813)  935-3578. 


Beautiful  book  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL  OC¬ 
CASIONS.  makes  splendid  gift.  Single  copy 
$2.50 postpaid.  6  copies  $1.50  each.  Elisabeth's. 
P.  O.  Box  25351.  Houston.  Texas  77005. 


CHURCH  FURNITURE  REFINISHING:  B.  J. 
Haney.  25  years  experience.  1224  Fisher. 
Waco.  Texas  76705.  Phone  (817)  754-8231  (of¬ 
fice).  776-5745  (home). 


RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park.  1850 
Alice  St..  Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 


United  Methodist  HOLY  LAND 
PILGRIMAGE.  Includes  ancient  Petra  In 
Jordan  and  overnight  In  Amsterdam, 
departing  Dec.  26.  Brochure:  United 
Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box  3129,  Waco, 
Texas  76707. 


WANTED:  Director  of  Communications  by 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference.  Salary 
range:  $12,000-814.900.  Application  deadline. 
Oct.  22.  Application  can  be  obtained  from 
Frank  A.  Nickel  Jr.,  Box  531,  Paradise.  Pa. 
17562.  Phone  (717  )  687-6711.  


Cushions  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 
AT  PRICES  YOU 
CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service^ 

Phone (817)  MIS-9203  Keene,  Texas 7*059 
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IE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
published  each  Friday, 
ist  of  a  single  subscription 
$3.00  per  year, 
nd  all  subscription 
quests  to: 

*EA  PROVOST 
14  American  Bank  Building 
)  Carondelet  St. 
jw  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 
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more  than  13,000 
United  Methodist 
families 


Around  our  Conference 


Choir 


Youth  Choir 


Young  Married  Couples  Choir 


“Prayer  Breakfast ”  is  first 


The  first  Southwest  Louisiana  Area 
Prayer  Breakfast  for  civic  and  business 
leaders  was  held  in  Henning  Memorial 
Church,  Sulphur  in  September.  A.  J. 
Planchard,  Sulphur  attorney  and 
Catholic  layman,  was  master  of 
ceremonies;  Jesse  Motes,  Chairman  of 
Ecumenical  Affairs  at  Henning 
Memorial  Church  was  chairman  for  the 
special  event. 


Participants  in 
the  breakfast  at 
Henning  Mem¬ 
orial  were,  from 
left:  A.  J.  Plan¬ 
chard,  Dr.  Paul 
Brand,  the  Rev. 
Warren  Blake- 
man,  and  Jesse  R. 
Motes. 


Guest  speaker  was  Dr.  Paul  Brand, 
British  orthopedic  surgeon  who  is  the 
subject  of  the  book  "Ten  Fingers  for 
God.”  (A  condensed  version  appeared  in 
the  Reader’s  Digest  book  section  under 
the  title  "Sahib  Doctor.") 

More  than  150  laymen  from  17 
denominations  attended  the  event.  The 
Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  is  pastor  of  the 
Henning  church. 


Thompson  UM  Church,  along  with 
three  other  United  Methodist  churches 
was  complimented  by  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  Alfred  Norris  for 
promptness  in  paying  in  full  their  1975 
apportionment  for  the  District  Budget, 
according  to  a  note  from  the  Rev.  Louis 
Augustine,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Thompson.  In 
addition,  Mr.  Augustine  points  out  that 
the  apportionment  report  for  the  Con¬ 
ference  is  also  100%  fully  paid.  The 
pastor  said  of  his  congregation  that  "We 
are  truly  living  up  to  our  name, 
UNITED.” 

*  •  • 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Carl  Jennings, 
members  of  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church,  Rayne,  have  shared  with  us  their 
pride  in  son  Dale  Jennings,  who  recently 
chalked  up  16  years  of  perfect  attendance 
at  Sunday  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings 
point  out  that  an  older  son,  Charles,  now 
a  student  at  Tech  in  Ruston,  attained  a 
16-year  perfect  attendance;  and  a 
younger  son,  Gary,  has  attained  13  years 
of  perfect  attendance  —  this  is  a  total  of 
45  years  of  perfect  attendance  among 
three  sons.  This  newspaper  congrat¬ 
ulates  the  Jennings  family  for  this 
witness  in  Christian  living. 

•  •  • 

The  Chaplaincy  Service  of  Central 
Louisiana  State  Hospital  is  conducting  a 
fall  course  in  clinical  pastoral  training, 
which  began  on  September  8.  This  is  an 
eight-week  course,  in  which  Seminary 
credit  may  be  received  by  those  meeting 
necessary  requirements  and  successfully 
completing  the  course.  Announcement  of 
this  course  reached  this  newspaper  too 
late  to  run  prior  to  the  September 
beginning  date.  However,  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  course  for  the  future, 
should  contact  Chaplain  Wayne  Durham, 
P.  O.  Box  31,  Pineville. 

•  •  • 

Miss  Janell  Pease,  a  member  of  First 
UM  Church,  Lafayette,  attended  two 
music  events  last  summer  related  to 
church  music.  She  was  among  those 
participating  in  the  Church  Music 
Summer  School  at  Perkins.  Also,  she  was 
one  of  two  persons  from  Louisiana  to 
attend  Renaissance  '75,  the  Convocation 
on  Worship,  Music  and  the  other  Arts, 
sponsored  by  The  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodist  Musicians.  This  was  held  on 
the  West  Virginia  Wesleyan  College 
Campus  in  Buckhannon,  West  Va. 

*  •  • 

Among  the  65  participants  in  the  an¬ 
nual  Seminar  for  Educational  Assistants 
held  on  the  campus  of  SMU’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  were  two  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference:  Ms.  Deborah 
Felio,  New  Orleans;  and  Ed  Parks,  of 
Watson.  The  Seminar  dealt  with  the 
subject,  "An  Introduction  to  the  Message 
of  the  Bible.” 

*  •  • 

The  Rev.  James  Graham,  Director  of 
Shreveport  Metro-Ministries,  recently 


served  as  a  guest  panelist  on  the 
"Clergyman’s  Mail  Box”  on  KSLA 
Channel  12  in  Shreveport,  along  with 
participants  from  other  Protestant, 
Catholic,  and  Jewish  churches. 

Mr.  Graham,  who  serves  also  as  pastor 
of  Round  Grove  UM  Church,  reports 
some  special  events  in  connection  with 
Round  Grove.  The  church  held  its  annual 
Homecoming  celebration  last  summer, 
with  a  number  of  guest  pastors  and 
former  pastors  participating.  Dr.  Carl  F. 
Lueg,  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District,  also  took  part. 
According  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Graham 
and  Mrs.  Ella  Fountain,  program 
chairperson,  this  program  was  one  of  the 
most  successful,  both  spiritually  and 
financially  in  the  history  of  the  church. 
The  Church,  on  September  25-28  held  its 
Ninety-Ninth  Anniversary  Celebration, 
which  consisted  of  singing,  preaching 
and  Christian  fellowship.  Guest  pastors 
filled  the  pulpits  on  each  evening,  and  a 
large  and  enthusiastic  congregation  took 
part  in  the  activities. 

•  •  • 

Asbury  UM,  of  Clinton,  has  reported 
some  special  events.  Family  Day  was 
one  of  the  celebrations,  and  guest  Pastor 
was  the  Rev.  Wilbur  Davis,  Sr.  of  St.  Paul 
UM,  New  Roads,  St.  Luke  UM,  Bayou 
Goula,  and  Hurst  Chapel,  Plaquemine. 
The  Rev.  James  A.  Smith,  Pastor  of  the 
Asbury  Church  notes  that  the  program 
was  spiritually  successful,  and  at  the 
same  time  funds  of  $900  were  raised. 
Chairpersons  were  Julius  Kennerson  and 
Mrs.  Elmer  Coleman. 

Another  celebration  at  Asbury  was  its 
26th  Annual  Homecoming,  with  the  Rev. 
Theophus  J.  Smith,  Washington,  La., 
serving  as  speaker.  Mrs.  Mary  Matthews 
and  Miss  Oda  King  were  chairpersons  for 
the  festivities. 

•  •  • 

E.  E.  Armstrong,  dean  of  the 
Shreveport  School  of  Theology,  was  guest 
speaker  at  morning  worship  services 
recently  at  Morningside  UM  Church.  Mr. 
Armstrong  is  coordinator  of  adult 
ministries  for  the  Shreveport  District, 
and  is  a  certified  Lay  Speaker.  The  Rev. 
Garland  C.  Dean  is  Pastor  of  the  Morn¬ 
ingside  church. 

*  •  • 

Reports  have  been  received  from 
Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn.  of 
visits  by  two  groups  from  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana.  They 
were  First  Church,  Lafayette,  and 
University  Church,  Lake  Charles.  Each 
group  (on  separate  occasions)  toured  the 
agencies  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  sites  of  Music  City,  U.S.A. 
Among  the  stops  were  The  Upper  Room 
Chapel  and  Museum,  and  Scarritt. 
Groups  such  as  the  two  from  our  Con¬ 
ference  stay  in  local  churches  while  in 
the  city. 

•  »  * 

Under  the  direction  of  Jerry  Fuller, 


Campus  Minister  at  the  University  of 
New  Orleans,  the  Wesley  Campus 
Ministry  provided  a  summer  program  of 
activity  and  learning.  Among  the  ac¬ 
tivities  were  a  Seminar  ;  a  weekly  Sun¬ 
day  picnic  for  married  students  and  their 
families;  a  week-end  campout  near 
McComb,  Miss.;  and  a  weekly  evening 
discussion  group  for  married  students  for 
exchange  of  ideas  and  concerns. 

•  •  • 

From  Mallaileu  UM  Church  comes 
word  of  a  highly  successful  Vacation 
Church  School.  Leaders  were  Mrs.  Louis 
Brown,  Eddie  Francis,  and  the  Rev.  R. 
M.  Harris,  Pastor. 

•  •  • 

Hays  UM  Church,  Franklinton,  held  its 
annual  Revival  Meeting  late  in  the 
summer,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Easley 
served  as  leader.  According  to  a  note 
from  the  Pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  L.  Streams, 
Jr.,  the  "community  was  spiritually 
uplifted.”  Over  $1200  was  raised  during 
the  Revival. 

*  •  • 

The  many  friends  of  the  Rev.  W.  H. 
Giles,  who  do  not  already  know  his  ad¬ 
dress,  will  be  happy  to  learn  that  he  can 
be  reached  atP.  O.  Box  117,  Luthersville, 
Ga.  Reverend  Giles  was  a  pastor  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  44  years. 

•  •  • 

United  Methodist  Women  of  Wilton  UM 
Church,  Alexandria,  celebrated  annual 
"Women’s  Day  Program”  in  August,  and 
they  used  the  theme  "Mission  in  the 
Church.”  Guest  speaker  for  the  occasion 
was  Mrs.  J.  B.  Jung,  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  retired 
Missionary  in  her  denomination.  Pastor 
of  the  Wilton  Church  is  the  Rev.  George 
M.  Alfred. 

•  •  • 

Lafayette  District  held  a  District 
Mission  Workshop  and  Mission  Rally 
recently  at  First  UM  Church,  Houma. 
The  Rev.  Kenneth  McDowell,  District 
Superintendent,  was  in  charge,  and  the 
guest  speaker  was  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisen* 
tery,  whose  subject  was  "S.  E.  Asia: 
Christian  Presence."  Also  taking  part 
were  the  Rev.  James  Richardson, 
associate  at  First  UM,  Franklin,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A1  Nichols.  Representatives 
from  a  large  number  of  churches  at¬ 
tended  this  successful  event.  The  Rev. 
Jerome  Cain  was  host  pastor. 

•  •  • 

From  our  good  reporter,  Mrs.  Vermont 
Burris,  comes  news  of  Newman  UM 
Church.  She  reports  another  "round”  of 
activity  for  this  busy  church:  "Men’s 
Day,”  with  John  A.  Christopher  as 
speaker  and  funds  of  $400  raised;  par¬ 
ticipation  by  members  in  many 
workshops;  Commission  on  Worship’s 
presentation  of  80  hymnals  to  the  church ; 
a  "Spiritual  Life  Hour;”  spirited  par¬ 
ticipation  by  children  and  youth;  and 
many  and  varied  events  which  evidence 
continued  growth.  Mrs.  Burris  also  in- 


Brooks  UM 
is  big  success 

Brooks  UM  Church  held  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  late  last  summer,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mrs.  Connie  Williams, 
reporter,  it  was  planned  with  some 
skepticism.  Although  it  was  late  in  the 
summer  and  the  time  planned  was  the 
evening,  so  the  committee  members 
were  somewhat  uncertain  as  to  its  ac¬ 
ceptance. 

However,  the  Bible  school  turned  out  to 
be  a  big  success,  chalking  up  an  at¬ 
tendance  of  66!  Much  of  this  was  due  to 
the  excellent  planning,  the  enthusiastic 
participation  of  volunteers  for  teaching 
and  for  music  and  physical  education. 

Serving  as  coordinator  was  Mrs. 
Margaret  Franklin,  and  she  and  her 
committee,  along  with  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  H.  L.  Stewart,  agreed  that  the  oc¬ 
casion  was  “.  .  .  gratifying  and 
fulfilling." 

The  three  accompanying  photographs 
show  the  children  as  a  group  and  some  of 
the  activities. 
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forms  us  of  the  death  of  the  mother  of  the 
Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Perry.  This  newspaper 
joins  friends  in  extending  sympathies. 

*  •  • 

A  Fall  Missions  Study  Conference  was 
held  by  the  Alexandria  District  at  First 
Church,  Pineville,  on  September  28. 


Monroe  Youth  brings 
joy  by  “Be  A  Clown  99 


"  rd  University  to 


observe  Founder  s  Day 


Speakers  for  Dillard  University’s 
annual  Founders’  Day  activities,  October 
17  through  October  19,  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook, 
president. 

Addressing  the  annual  Alumni  Banquet 
Friday,  October  17,  will  be  Dr.  William 
W.  Sutton,  a  1953  graduate  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Division  of  Natural 
Sciences  at  Dillard. 

The  banquet  will  begin  at  8  p.m.  in 
Kearny  Hall  on  campus. 

The  Rev.  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.,  vice 
president  for  personnel  and  public 
relations  for  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  will  deliver  the  ser¬ 
mon  at  Founders’  Day  services  Sunday, 
October  19  at  4  p.m.  in  Lawless  Memorial 
Chapel  on  campus. 

Dr.  Sutton;  who  holds  a  masters  and 


doctorate  from  Howard  University,  is  a 
member  of  numerous  civic  and 
professional  organizations.  They  include 
the  boards  of  directors  of  Methodist 
Hospital,  WYES-TV,  the  Urban  League 
of  Greater  New  Orleans  and  others. 

The  Rev.  Handy  is  a  native  of  New 
Orleans  and  a  graduate  of  Dillard.  He 
received  a  M.Div.  from  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary;  a  S.T.M.  from 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology;  a 
D.D.  from  Huston-Tillotson  College  and  a 
D.D.  from  Wiley  College. 

He  is  also  a  former  pastor  of  St.  Mark 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
the  Newman  Church  in  Alexandria,  La. 
He  is  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Ministry  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 


Conference  Youth  Event 
at  Louisiana  College  Nov.  8 


The  Conference  Youth  Team  is 
sponsoring  an  exciting  Conference  Youth 
Event  at  Louisiana  College,  Pineville,  on 
Saturday,  November  8,  from  10  A.M.  to  4 
P.M.  The  theme  for  this  one-day  event  is 
"The  Bicentennial  from  a  Christian 
Perspective." 

Tom  Matheny,  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  will  keynote  this  event.  Small 
group  sessions  will  deal  with  such  issues 
as  the  following:  "Freedom  and  Justice 
—  the  Church,  Past,  Present  and  Future 
as  Community  Conscience;”  "A 
Liberated  Country  —  Mission  of  the 
Church;”  "Controversy  in  American 
History  —  Methodism’s  Response;” 
"How  the  West  Was  Won  —  the  Story  of 
Methodist  Ministry  Development  in 
America;”  "We  Got  Here  First  — 
Louisiana  Methodism;”  and  "If  They 
Don’t  Want  Us  Here,  We’ll  Start  Our  Own 

News  of  interest 


—  Methodism  Past  and  Present. 

The  afternoon  will  feature  a  sym¬ 
posium  panel  seeking  to  define  the  nature 
of  "Christian  Patriotism.”  A  cross 
section  of  persons  —  black,  white,  male, 
female,  youth  and  adult  will  seek  to  deal 
with  important  issues  of  the  day,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear,  who  is 
in  charge  of  the  event. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  the  entire  group 
will  celebrate  the  Bicentennial  in 
Christian  Perspective. 

This  is  a  convocation  type  of  event 
which  calls  for  youth  groups  in  numbers. 
Last  year  600  youth  participated,  reports 
Mr.  Dear.  The  goal  this  year  is  1,000 
youth.  This  means  about  120  youth  from 
each  District.  Every  pastor,  every 
parent,  every  youth  worker  is  urged  to 
participate  by  encouraging  youth  to 
come  to  the  event. 


around"  with  Christian  purpose !  They  have  organized  a  Clown  Troupe  made  up  of 
youth  of  the  church,  who  will  take  their  merrymaking  activities  to  a  nursing  home, 
children’s  home,  or  similar  agency  once  each  month  during  the  school  year. 

This  is  another  of  the  Youth-in-Mission  projects  established  as  a  part  of  the  Youth 
Ministry  of  St.  Paul's.  Coordinator  of  Youth  Ministries  is  Gretchen  Rich:  and  Rita 
Ellison  Crowell  is  Director  of  Christian  Education.  Clown  Troupe  of  St.  Paul's. 


Monroe. 

First  YBS  at 


Sicily  Island  Church 


Noel  Memorial  revival 


features  Rev .  Freeman 


Rev.  Richard  M. 

The  Commission  on  Evangelism  of 
Noel  Memorial  Church  in  Shreveport  has 
announced  a  church-wide  revival  to  be 
conducted  at  the  church  beginning 
Sunday,  October  19  through  Wednesday, 
October  22,  with  emphasis  on  individual 
commitment  to  awareness  for  the 
Christian  community.  Rev.  Richard  M. 


Freeman,  one  of  the  outstanding 
Methodist  evangelists  in  the  southwest 
today,  will  lead  the  Noel  revival.  He  is 
minister  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Waco,  Texas.  Throughout  the 
revival  Rev.  Freeman  will  emphasize  the 
rapidly  growing  awareness  for  Christian 
revival  in  today’s  society  which  has 
resulted  from  renewed  commitments  to 
the  teachings  of  Christ. 

The  revival  will  include  many  group 
activities  at  the  church  during  the  week. 
Much  emphasis  is  being  placed  at  Noel 
on  the  importance  of  the  one-to-one 
relationship  with  Christ  in  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  struggles  with  life,  its 
problems  and  its  great  joys.  Rev. 
Freeman  will  lead  a  dialogue  at  a  break¬ 
fast  meeting  each  morning  during  the 
revival  discussing  "How  to  be  a  Christian 
Without  Being  Religious.” 

The  public  is  invited  by  Dr.  Benedict  A. 
Galloway,  the  pastor,  to  participate  in  all 
services  which  will  begin  Sunday 
evening,  October  19  with  a  congre¬ 
gational  dinner  at  the  church  at  6: 15  p.m. 


has  reason  to  be  proud 


Not  many  churches  the  size  of  Sicily 
Island  United  Methodist  Church  can 
boast  of  having  four  choirs! 

These  choirs  are  not  only  "organized,” 
they  are  strong  in  number  and  spirit,  and 
they  sing  on  alternate  Sundays. 
Altogether  they  involve  80  people.  Three 
of  the  choirs  —  the  Children’s  Choir, 
Youth  Choir,  and  Young  Married  Couples 
Choirs  were  all  organized  and  are  being 
directed  by  Mrs.  Thelia  Krause.  She  is 
assisted  in  this  ambitious  undertaking  by 
Mrs.  DeLeta  Peniston,  organist;  Miss 


Blair  Chisum  and  Mrs.  Candy  Nolen, 
pianists;  and  Mrs.  Juanita  Bird. 

The  church  has  graciously  shared  with 
this  newspaper  (and  our  readers)  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  three  choirs  described.  (The 
Adult  Choir  is  “another  story,”  and 
perhaps  we  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  about  them  later.) 

Mrs.  Krause  is  shown  in  each  of  the 
pictures  with  "her”  choirs,  along  with  a 
very  proud  Pastor,  the  Rev.  James 
Hodges. 


Bishop's  Message 

To  quote  Albert  Camus  is  to  suggest  that  one  is  dated  in  his  thinking.  We  all 
remember  that  25  years  ago  the  "in"  thing  to  do  was  to  quote  from  Camus.  But 
some  things  he  said  are  still  worth  quoting.  In  one  of  his  novels  entitled  “The 
Fall”  he  said,  “We  confess  to  those  who  are  like  us  and  share  our  weaknesses. 
Hence,  we  don’t  want  to  improve  ourselves,  for  we  should  first  have  to  be 
judged  in  default  We  merely  wish  to  be  pitied  and  encouraged  in  the  course  we 
have  chosen.  In  short  we  should  like  at  the  same  time  to  cease  being  guilty  and 
yet  not  to  make  the  effort  of  cleansing  ourselves.  Not  enough  cynicism  and  not 
enough  virtue.” 

But  the  Christian  Gospel  came  to  enable  a  person  to  make  drastic  changes, 
radical  changes,  complete  changes,  and  in  Christ  it's  still  possible.  We  do  not 
have  to  continue  in  being  like  we  are  and  asking  for  sympathy  and  pity.  We  can 
be  new  persons  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Thank  you  for  letting  me  share  the  thought  with  you.  It's  an  old  thought,  but  it 
needs  restating  from  time  to  time. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
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Here  I  Stand 


Hunger  issue  moves  toward  controversy 


Those  among  us  who  have  seen  world 
hunger  as  a  cause  we  can  fall  behind  — 
like  lock  -  step  Christian  soldiers  on  a 
common  march  to  fight  a  common  foe  — 
are  becoming  uneasy.  Hunger  —  perhaps 
the  most  "followable”  issue  in  half  a 
century  of  Christian  social  action  —  is 
becoming  controversial. 

For  most  United  Methodists,  to  fight 
hunger  has  meant  to  send  food  overseas 
to  that  poor  black  baby  with  a  bloated 
stomach  who  sits  in  the  dirt  crying.  We 
have  all  seen  the  picture.  We  have  all  felt 
the  emotion.  Who  could  refuse  to  rally 
behind  the  cause  it  represents?  Indeed  no 
Christian  could. 

Feeding  the  hungry  and  helping  the 
hungry  feed  themselves  are  so  basic  to 
Christian  commitment  that  they  stand 
without  debate.  United  Methodists  have 
demonstrated  their  commitment  not  only 
with  record  giving  but  by  making  world 
hunger  an  immediate  church-wide 
priority.  More  than  60  annual  conference 
representatives  meeting  for  a  hunger 
consultation  last  week  in  Oklahoma  City 
reaffirmed  that  commitment  —  reaching 
agreement  that  world  hunger  should  be  a 
church  -  wide  emphasis  for  the  coming 
1976-80  quadrennium  (see  story  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

So  how  and  why  is  the  issue  of  world 
hunger  becoming  controversial?  The 
answer  to  that  depends  on  to  whom  you 
are  talking. 

Some  say  the  issue  has  always  been 

‘What  is  TM/UMR?’ 
question  answered 

A  statement  of  ownership  and  cir¬ 
culation,  required  annually  by  the  post 
office,  is  found  in  this  week’s  issue. 
This  requirement  provides  us  with  an 
opportunity  to  answer  a  question 
frequently  asked  by  readers:  “Just  what 
is  TM/  UMR’’? 

The  initials  “TM/  UMR"  denote  what 
is  basically  one  newspaper  operating 
under  two  identities.  ‘The  Texas 
Methodist”  (TM)  is  the  original 
newspaper.  It  publishes  different 
editions  for  seven  annual  conferences 
and  100  local  congregations  in  Texas  and 
New  Mexico.  TM’s  ancestry  is  traced  to 
Texas’  “Christian  Advocate”  established 
in  1847. 

As  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences  outside  of  Texas  became  in¬ 
terested  in  publishing  editions  of  TM, 
beginning  in  1970,  it  was  decided  to 
create  a  separate  identity  without  a 
Texas  name  to  serve  them.  In  1972,  “The 
United  Methodist  Reporter”  (UMR)  was 
created  for  this  purpose.  It  is  published  in 
different  editions  for  21  conferences  and 
70  local  congregations  across  the  United 
States. 

The  front  page  of  each  edition  changes 
—  with  the  conference  or  local  church’s 
news  on  page  one.  On  local  church 
editions,  the  conference  page  appears  on 
the  back.  Our  inside  pages  consist  of 
news,  editorials,  and  reader-feedback  of 
general,  churchwide  interest.  For  many 
of  its  readers,  TM/  UMR  is  thus  a  three- 
in-one  church  newspaper:  local  church, 
annual  conference  and  national.  Twenty- 
eight  conferences  and  170  local  churches 
use  TM/  UMR  as  their  52-week  a  year 
vehicle  for  news  dissemination  and  in¬ 
formation. 

Additionally,  we  publish  a  general 
news  edition  under  the  UMR  name  for 
readers  who  do  not  receive  a  local  church 
or  conference  edition. 

TM  has  a  current  circulation  of  126,147; 
UMR  197,374;  providing  a  total  weekly 
circulation  of  323,521. 

At  present,  we  publish  nearly  200 
different  editions  of  TM/  UMR  each 
week,  reaching  a  large  segment  of  the 
United  Methodist  membership  from  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  Atlantic  coast, 
and  from  the  Rio  Grande  River  to  the 
Canadian  border. 

We  thank  the  leadership  of  these  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences  for  the 
confidence  placed  in  what  we  do  and  how 
we  do  it.  We  thank  all  our  readers  for 
making  TM/  UMR  one  of  the  church’s 
most  successful  publishing  ventures. 
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('.on  troversial  man  flair 


controversial,  but  that  the  controversy 
has  not  surfaced  becaused  United 
Methodism  has  contented  itself  with 
applying  bandaids  which  warm  the 
hearts  of  givers  but  do  little  to  deal  with 
the  root  problem  at  hand. 

Those  who  hold  this  point  of  view 
maintain  that  the  issue  has  not  appeared 
controversial  because  we  have  not  un¬ 
derstood  it  And  that  as  we  learn  more 
and  more  about  the  causes  of  hunger  we 
are  forced  to  look  at  the  responsibility  we 
have  for  causing  much  of  it. 

Others  claim  hunger  is  becoming 
controversial  because  it  is  becoming 
politicized  by  those  in  the  church  who 
would  use  it  to  unload  political  attacks  on 
“the  system.”  Those  with  this  point  of 
view  see  the  church’s  hunger  fight  being 
sidetracked  by  an  ideological  debate  they 
feel  will  have  little  effect  on  dealing  with 
the  problems  of  starving  people. 

These  polarized  viewpoints  on  hunger 
have  not  yet  reached  many  local  chur¬ 
ches,  or  even  some  annual  conferences. 
But  those  involved  at  the  church’s 
national  level  and  observing  “the  way 
the  wind  is  blowing”  can  hardly  deny 
that  this  is  the  way  the  issue  is  headed. 
With  the  overwhelming  probability  that 
next  year’s  General  Conference  will 
name  world  hunger  as  a,  or  the,  major 
issue  of  the  next  four  years  —  coupled 
with  almost  certain  predictions  that 
world  hunger  will  increase  during  the 
next  decade  —  we  believe  controversy  is 
inevitable.  If  not  handled  constructively, 
we  believe  the  hunger  issue  could 
become  so  divisive  that  our  efforts  to 
deal  with  it  will  become  fragmented  and 
ineffective. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Whether  the  controversy  regarding  the 
hunger  issue  will  divide  or  strengthen  the 
church’s  efforts  to  deal  with  the  food 
needs  of  people  both  at  home  and  around 
the  world  will  depend  to  a  great  extent  on 
how  we  as  a  church  handle  the  conflict  in 
these  early  stages  of  its  development. 

As  we  map  our  hunger  strategies  in  the 
months  ahead  we  must  keep  in  mind  the 
following: 

(1.)  The  pluralism  of  our  approach 
must  match  the  pluralism  of  our 
denomination.  In  other  words,  everyone 
must  have  a  place  to  plug  in  and  con¬ 
tribute.  We  are  not  all  in  the  same  place 
in  awareness,  understanding  or  com¬ 
mitment.  No  amount  of  education  or 
indoctrination  is  likely  to  put  everyone  at 
the  same  point.  All  United  Methodists 
need  a  chance  to  do  what  they  can, 
wherever  they  are. 

(2.)  To  answer  the  scripturel  mandate 
to  do  something  about  world  hunger 
(Leviticus  19:10-11;  Proverbs  21:13; 
Psalms  82:3-2;  Isaiah  58:1-9;  Luke  3:9- 
11;  Luke  6:20-25;  Matthew  25:24-28  and 
40;  James  2.14-17  and  26;  I  John  3:17-18) 
cannot  help  but  deal  with  political 
realities  —  both  in  other  countries  and 
our  own.  It  is  possible,  however,  to 
become  so  entangled  in  political  rhetoric 
that  hunger  becomes  “the  second  most 
important  issue.” 

(3. )  World  hunger  is  a  drastic  problem 
and  requires  drastic  solutions.  There  are 
no  simple  answers.  There  undoubtedly 
will  be  lifestyle  and  adjustments 
required  of  the  “haves”  of  the  world  if 
the  “have  nots”  of  the  world  are  to 
survive.  (The  church  must  minister  to 
the  “haves”  who  will  be  shocked  by  such 
adjustments  as  well  as  the  “have  nots” 
who  will  not  benefit  fromjhem.) 

We  hope  local  churches  will  not  wait 
•for  a  national  church  study  document  or 
a  General  Conference  mandate  to  begin 
recognizing  and  dealing  with  the  con¬ 
troversy  which,  world  hunger  is  be¬ 
coming. 

The  fact  that  the  controversy  of  world 
hunger  is  surfacing  does  not  have  to  be  a 
negative  thing.  In  fact,  if  dealt  with 
properly,  it  can  be  a  blessing  to  the 
church  as  well  as  hungry  people  around 
the  world. 

What  we  must  not  lose  sight  of, 
however,  is  the  need  to  keep  our 
“sameness”  of  purpose  before  us  while 
we  struggle  with  our  differences. 

We  can  all  agree  on  one  thing  as 
Christians  —  we  want  that  baby  sitting  in 
the  dirt  to  quit  crying.  If  we  work 
together  through  our  common  purpose 
with  an  eye  toward  learning  from  o in¬ 
differences  we  can  accomplish  just  that. 


UMC  should  return  federal 
funds  given  to  its  colleges 


By  BANKS DRAPER 

It  was  with  much  disappointment  and 
alarm  that  I  read  a  report  in  the  August  1 
issue  of  TM/  UMR  disclosing  that 
educational  institutions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  had  received  $4  million 
in  grants  from  the  Department  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare  —  “to  help 
achieve  financial  stability  and  greater 
academic  strength"  for  six  United 
Methodist  Schools. 

I  did  not  think  that  I  would  ever  see  the 
day  when  our  church  would  violate  the 
principle  of  separation  of  church  and 
state.  However,  I  am  informed  that  this 
is  not  the  first  time  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  received  such 
funds. 

How  have  we  lost  the  way?  Separation 
of  church  and  state  is  a  long  accepted 
tradition  and  principle  of  these  United 
States.  Even  a  cursory  examination  of 
history  will  disclose  the  resultant  evils  of 
governmental  financial  aid  to  church 
related  schools  and  institutions  ...  its 
divisiveness,  favoritism  and  ultimate 
loss  of  control. 

The  principle  of  separation  of  church 
and  state  is  the  one  great  contribution 
America  has  made  to  this  age  and 
civilization.  The  very  foundation  of  our 
freedom  is  found  in  our  Constitution: 
“Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting 
an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof  ;  or 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of 
the  press;  or  the  right  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  assembly,  or  to  petition  the 
Government  for  redress  or  grievances.” 


Acceptance  of  federal  aid  by  sectarian 
and  private  schools  simply  means 
governmental  control,  as  set  forth  in  the 
Tilton  versus  Richardson  case,  in  which 
the  Supreme  Court  set  aside  the  20-year- 
ban  on  religious  worship  and  instruction 
in  buildings  erected  with  federal  funds 
and,  instead,  it  made  the  ban  permanent. 
It  does  not  take  much  intelligence  to  even 
guess  where  federal  aid  ultimately  leads. 

Hundreds  of  cases  could  be  cited  of  the 
effects  where  federal  aid  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  and  the  institution  receiving  such 
aid  forced  to  alter  its  religious  programs. 

The  wall  has  been  breached  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church  appears  to  be  a 
party  to  the  act.  We  either  accept  the 
principle  of  separation  of  church  and 
state  or  we  reject  it.  Apparently,  the  laity 
has  been  caught  sleeping.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  vast  majority  of  United 
Methodist  Church  members  agree  with 
the  acceptance  of  federal  funds  to  sup¬ 
port  church  related  schools.  If  this  is  the 
case,  God  help  us. 

In  the  words  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
in  the  1963  Schempp  decision,  the  Court 
stated:  “The  place  of  religion  in  our 
society  is  an  exalted  one,  achieved 
through  a  long  tradition  of  reliance  on  the 
home,  the  church,  and  the  inviolable 
citadel  of  the  individual  heart  and  mind. 
We  have  come  to  recognize  through 
bitter  experience  that  it  is  not  within  the 
power  of  government  to  invade  this 
citadel,  whether  its  purpose  or  effect  be 
to  aid  or  oppose,  to  advance  or  retard.” 

And,  further,  in  the  McCollum 
decision,  Mr.  Justice  Rutledge  joined  by 
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Justices  Frankfurter,  Jackson  and 
Burton,  stated:  “The  (First)  Amend¬ 
ment’s  purpose  was  not  only  to  strike 
merely  at  the  official  establishment  of  a 
single  sect,  creed  or  religion  ...  It  was 
to  create  a  complete  and  permanent 
separation  of  the  spheres  of  religious 
activity  and  civil  authority  by  com¬ 
prehensively  forbidding  every  form  of 
public  aid  or  support  for  religion.” 

Separation  of  church  and  state  means 
that  the  churches  shall  be  non-political 
and  the  state,  non-sectarian.  It  means 
that  there  shall  be  no  collaboration  be¬ 
tween  political  and  ecclesiastical 
authorities  or  its  institutions. 

At  this  point  in  space  and  time,  the 
Bicentennial  Celebration  of  the  United 
States  offers  a  great  opportunity  for  our 
citizenry  to  simply. pause  for  a  brief 
moment  and  take  a  look  at  the  period  of 
history  which  produced  the  greatest 
document  for  governing  of  a  people  that 
the  world  has  ever  known.  Why  were  men 
like  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Franklin  and  Hamilton  so  concerned 
with  the  rights  and  freedom  of  man?  The 
tyranny  of  the  Old  World  from  which  so 
many  fled  was  still  fresh  in  their  minds. 
They  were  well  aware  of  the  abuses  of 
absolute  power,  its  attendant  evils  and 
the  long  history  of  church  and  state 
entanglements. 

We,  as  United  Methodists,  who  have 
enjoyed  the  fruits  of  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment,  as  have  all  other  churches  of  this 
great  land,  ought  to  review  our  actions 
which  are  so  grossly  in  violation  of  the 
separation  of  church  and  state  principle. 

It  is  the  conviction  of  the  undersigned 
that  such  funds  received  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  should  be  returned  to 
the  federal  government.  And,  this  is  no 
idle  suggestion.  If  the  United  Methodist 
Church  cannot  support  its  own  in¬ 
stitutions,  financially,  then  those  in¬ 
stitutions  have  no  legitimate  reason  for 
their  continued  existence. 

We  United  Methodists  need  to  do  some 
real  soul  searching.  Where  there  is  no 
vision,  the  people  perish.  Proverbs  29:18. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  can  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Banks 
Draper,  is  lay  leader  of  Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Madison, 
Tennessee. 


Representation  of  Indian  committee  challenged 


To  the  Editor: 

In  reference  to  your  item  concerning 
the  rejection  of  the  paper  on  ethnic 
ministries  (TM/  UMR,  October  3),  I 
suggest  you  study  the  methods  of 
responsible  journalism.  Certain  facts  are 
ignored  and  fabrications  presented  as 
truth. 

I  do,  indeed,  challenge  the  NAIC 
(National  American  Indian  Committee) 
as  an  official  voice  for  Indian  people.  It 
has  been  handpicked  and  has  basically 
been  motivated  by  personal  ambitions. 
The  NAIC  remains  an  unofficial  caucus, 
and  until  it  establishes  an  official 
relationship  with  the  floor  of  our  con¬ 
ference,  and  until  our  people  are  given 
opportunity  to  relate  to  it,  NAIC  mem¬ 
bers  can  only  speak  their  own  personal 
opinions. 

Despotism  has  the  same  flavor,  no 
matter  what  its  color.  My  treatment  as  a 
United  Indian  Methodist  shall  never 
depend  on  my  being  in  the  grace  of  the 
NAIC.  I  have  a  church  and  a  respon¬ 
sibility.  It  is  my  relationship  to  that 
which  shall  determine  my  ability  to  avail 
myself  of  grace  —  not  the  grace  of  NAIC, 
but  of  God.  I  shall  not  pray  to  them,  nor 
seek  their  intercession. 

The  positions  in  the  paper,  against 
basic  Methodist  precepts,  cannot  be 
construed  as  the  voice  of  the  people.  If 
your  staff  wishes  to  hear  the  true  voice  of 
our  people,  then  let  them  spend  a  few 
days  in  a  local  church.  Our  people  love 
the  Methodist  Church  and  find  it  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  serve  their 
commitment  to  Christ.  The  recent 
consultation  gave  me  nothing  but  per¬ 
sonal  insult  and  attack  against  the 
system  to  which  I  have  pledged  my 
calling.  That  system,  imperfect  as  it  is, 
has  given  me  a  church  building,  an 
education,  a  pulpit  and  frequent  program 
support.  I  suggest  the  NAIC  and  your 
staff  owe  Indian  people  an  apology  for 
such  colored  journalism. 

David  R.  Adair 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Other  surveys  like 

"gun  control *  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  gun  control  survey  in  the  Sep¬ 
tember  26  issue  of  TM/  UMR  was  in¬ 
teresting.  I  would  like  to  see  the  same 
type  of  survey  for  busing,  membership  in 
NCC,  and  on  actions  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  Also,  in  addition  to 
the  total  vote  percentages,  I  would  like  to 
see  it  broken  down  into  voting  by  laymen, 
lay  women  and  clergy. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  read  in  this  same 
issue  that  we  are  getting  more  involved 
in  the  busing  controversy.  The  only  thing 
we  could  possibly  accomplish  would  be  to 
hurt  the  effectiveness  of  our  church  in  its 
legitimate  field  of  winning  people  to 
Christ.  Can’t  our  leadership  see  that  if 
they  will  concentrate  on  helping  us 
become  true  Christians,  we  will  do  what 
is  right  in  all  such  matters? 

It  is  no  wonder  attendance  is  falling  in 
the  church  and  Sunday  School,  and  that 
we  are  having  to  cut  our  budgets.  But 


even  worse  is  that  such  things  are  having 
an  adverse  effect  on  our  attitude  and  our 
enthusiasm  toward  the  organized 
church. 

Robert  W.  Taylor 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 
Church  needs  to 


spread  the  4 word ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

At  the  age  of  twelve  I  began  to  read  the 
Bible  —  King  James  Version,  of  course  — 
from  Genesis  to  Revelation,  time  and 
time  again.  I  have  been  at  it  for  nearly 
forty-two  years. 

When  I  enrolled  in  seminary  in  1948,  I 
thought  that  most  of  the  courses  would  be 
concerned  with  the  Bible.  Nothing  could 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


haYe  been1  farther  from  the  truth.  Bible 
professors  were  in  a  minority.  It  was 
possible  to  graduate  with  only  two 
courses  in  Bible.  I  took  five  —  all  I  could 
crowd  in.  Instead  of  spending  their  time 
in  explaining  the  meaning  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture,  the  professors  took  unholy  glee  in 
ripping  out  verse,  chapter,  and  book.  By 
the  time  I  graduated,  all  I  had  left  was  a 
badly  tattered  cover  ...  all  in  the  name 
of  that  work  of  the  Devil  known  as 
biblical  criticism. 

But  the  Lord  is  merciful !  Psychologists 
tell  us  that  we  forget  three-fourths  of 
what  we  learn.  Finally,  after  many 
years,  I  have  my  Bible  back  in  one  piece. 

In  Jeremiah  37  we  read  that  King 
Zedekiah  was  so  desperate  that  he  called 


Some  hints  offered  for 
women  bishops-to-be 


The  Council  of  Bishops  will  be  meeting 
at  Philadelphia  in  the  Fall  of  1976;  and, 
the  Lord  and  the  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ferences  willing,  we  hope  to  see  you 
there.  Will  you  permit  a  suggestion  or 
two  from  a  retired  male  bishop? 

If  I  were  you,  and  looking  toward 
election,  I  would  shun  any  temptation  to 
join  a  crusade  for  some  feminine 
representation  in  the  Council,  but  I  would 
fit  in  with  the  present  trend  to  elect 
bishops  on  their  qualifications,  whether 
women  or  men.  I  would  study  the 
Disciplinary  duties  of  bishops,  and  check 
my  own  talents  against  them.  I  would  not 
forget  that  the  office  draws  out  the  best 
qualities  in  a  leader;  I  would  not  un¬ 
derrate  myself. 

I  would  expect  the  support  of  my 
colleagues  in  this  growth  process ;  and  I 
would  count  on  this  far  more  than  any 
outside  help.  After  all,  a  bishop  has  to 
stand  on  his  or  her  own  gifts  and  graces. 

I  would  not  feel  disadvantaged  if  I  were 
a  single  person.  Unmarried  men  have 
made  brilliant  successes  as  bishops. 
Nevertheless,  the  wives  of  bishops  make 
their  own  contribution  to  the  ministry  of 
the  episcopacy  in  the  United  Methodist 
church. 

Naturally,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  speak 
up  for  women’s  rights,  especially  in  the 
episcopal  area  to  which  I  was  assigned, 
but  I  would  not  be  surprised  to  find  that 
there  are  many  others  —  including 
bishops  —  whose  rights  are  endangered. 
Of  course,  I  would  count  duties  as  im¬ 
portant  as  rights.  I  would  underscore  the 
responsibilities  of  men  and  women, 
clergy  and  laity,  young  and  old  (and 
especially  the  middle-aged  in  the 
noman’s  and  nowoman’s  land  between), 
advantaged  and  disadvantaged.  I  would 
be  a  resourceful  servant  to  the  servants 
who  are  the  clergy,  of  whom  lay  persons 
have  the  right  to  expect  impossible 
achievements  —  impossible,  that  is, 
without  God’s  continual  help. 


T.  Otto  Nall 

I  would  put  the  battle  of  the  sexes 
behind  me,  and  look  upon  persons  as 
persons  with  some  emotional  differences 
(usually  over-rated),  but  with  almost 
unlimited  opportunities  for  development. 
I  would  do  my  best  to  give  the  lie  to  the 
old  falsehood  that  says  human  nature 
cannot  be  changed. 

I  would  work  within  the  design  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  making  ap¬ 
pointments,  nominations,  plans  and 
programs.  I  would  put  a  high  priority  on 
developing  new  ideas  —  my  own  and 
those  of  others  —  and  I  would  not  be 
crushed  if  they  did  not  work  out.  I  would 
not  stew  or  sulk,  but  I  would  come  up 
with  better  ideas  time  after  time  after 
time. 

I  would  be  ready  to  give  up  my  own 
personal  and  individual  freedom  to  take 
advantage,  for  others,  of  the  tremendous 
resources  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  within  the  much  larger  Wesleyan 
movement  and  its  world  parish. 

I  would  not  expect  any  special  con¬ 
sideration  anywhere  from  the  fact  that  I 
was  a  woman  representing,  in  a  sense,  a 
majority  of  the  Methodist  membership. 
Except  in  the  solitary  silence  of  my  own 
devotional  life,  I  would  forget  the  long 
record  of  discrimination  against  women 
in  the  Christian  church,  and  the  more 
cruel  discrimination  outside.  But  I  would 
not  hesitate  to  make  the  special  con¬ 
tribution  that  women  have  made  to 
Methodism  since  the  days  of  Susanna 
Wesley,  and  can  make  increasingly  in 
these  more  enlightened  and  more  human 
days. 

Without  pride  of  sex,  I  would  be  con¬ 
fident  in  my  womanliness  and  willing  to 
sacrifice  and  lead  others  —  men  and 
women  —  in  self-sacrifice  for  the 
spiritual  freedoms  that  are  much  more 
lasting  than  political  and  economic 
liberation  can  ever  be. 

See  you  at  Philadelphia 

-T.  OTTO  NALL 


upon  Jeremiah  and  asked,  “Is  there  any 
word  from  the  Lord?”  And  Jeremiah 
said,  “There  is  ...  ” 

Is  there  any  word  from  the  Lord  for  us 
today?  You  can  bet  your  miserable, 
useless  life  there  is.  There  always  has 
been;  there  always  will  be:  words  of 
comfort  to  the  broken-hearted,  words  of 
condemnation  to  the  sinner,  words  of 
redemption,  words  of  wisdom  for  the 
fool,  words  of  knowledge  to  the  per¬ 
plexed,  and  last  of  all,  words  of  life  to 
those  whose  life  has  ended. 

Words,  words,  words  .  .  i.  glorious 
words,  wonderful  words.  The  church  has 
no  more  important  task  than  spreading 
the  Word  of  God  to  a  lost  and  helpless 
generation.  Grant  O  Lord  that  we 
Methodists  shall  once  again  become  a 
“people  of  the  Book”  .  .  .  and  that  right 
quickly,  or  else  all  too  soon  we  shall  be  no 
people  at  all. 

Jack  P.  Perry 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
Abortion  is  killing  even 

if  baby  hasn't  breathed 

To  the  Editor: 

Mrs.  Paul  Lovelace  justifies  abortion 
on  the  basis  that  a  child  who  hasn’t 
breathed  fresh  air  doesn’t  have  a  soul 


(TM/  UMR,  October  3). 

I  doubt  if  it  matters  too  much  whether 
a  baby  gets  its  oxygen  through  the  mouth 
or  through  the  mother’s  blood  stream. 
When  God  breathed  the  breath  of  life  into 
man,  he  was  lifeless,  but  I  doubt  that  an 
unborn  baby  is  dead. 

Justification  for  abortion  can’t  be 
based  on  how  a  child  gets  its  oxygen.  I 
don’t  believe  we  shall  ever  get  the  Bible 
to  back  our  killing  of  babies. 

George  Manley 
Kendallville,  Indiana 
More  llible  stories 
needed  from  Cokesbary 
To  the  Editor: 

As  United  Methodists  what  can  we  do? 
Many  of  our  Methodist  publications  are 
lacking  in  inspirational  material  and 
scripture  from  God’s  Holy  Word. 

I  agree  with  the  scripture  “Seek  ye 
first  the  Kingdom  of  God  .  .  .  and  all 
these  things  shall  be  given  unto  you.” 

It’s  with  concern  that  I  read  some  of 
our  Cokesbury  Sunday  School  literature 
and  find  very  few  Biblical  stories  or 
scripture  —  in  some,  none  at  all. 

Martha  Hancock 
Dundee,  Florida 


Your  church  can  accept  its  full 

World  Service  and  Conference  Benevolence 

apportionment  for  1976. 

But,  will  this  happen? 

You  can  help  make  sure  the  answer  is 
"Yes  —  and  in  full."  How:  By  repeating 
loud  and  clear,  to  individuals  and 
committees  in  your  church,  the  fact  of 
our  Christian  commitment  to  a  world 
of  hurting  and  needy  people. 

A  "yes"  will  affirm  your  church's  desire 
to  share  in  a  year-long  ministry  of  love, 
both  at  home  and  in  60  other  countries. 
Check  with  your  conference  A-V  library 
for  the  new  World  Service  filmstrip, 

The  Two  Dollar  Language  Lesson. 


World  Service 
is  people 
serving  people. 


— 


For  printed  material  to  In- 
terpret  the  United 
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Consultation  affirms 
world  hunger  priority 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

' XT 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  The  need  for  a 
church-wide  priority  on  the  issue  of  world 
hunger  for  the  1976-80  quadrennium  was 
affirmed  by  representatives  from  more 
than  60  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  They  met  here  at  a  National 
Hunger  Consultation  sponsored  by  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  (BGM),  Oct.  6-7. 

(The  consultation  was  called  in 
response  to  setting  “World  Hunger”  as 
an  emergency  priority  for  the  church  by 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  last  spring.  The  historic  GCOM 
action  represented  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  denomination  that  such  a 
priority  has  been  set  apart  from  General 
Conference  —  the  main  legislative  body 
of  the  church  which  meeets  only  once 
every  four  years.  GCOM  assigned  the 
implementing  of  the  priority  to  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  which  in  turn 
organized  the  consultation.) 

|  Solution:  Let  | 
Ichurch  officials | 
\eat  more  hay?\ 

ji  OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  United  :j 
:•  Methodists  are  less  than  unanimous  in  :• 
•:  their  opinions  about  the  value  of  •: 
:•  “meatless”  meals  in  the  fight  against  :• 
*  world  hunger. 

v  That  was  obvious  in  reaction  here  :• 
v  Oct.  6  and  7  during  a  National  Hunger  •: 

Consultation  sponsored  by  the  $ 
x  denomination’s  Board  of  Global  * 

Ministries  —  during  which  all  meals 
x  were  meatless. 

Although  consultation  organizers 
:•  stated  at  the  beginning  of  the  con-  $ 
•:  sultation  that  the  meatless  meals  had  £ 
:•  little  importance  aside  from  “a 
•:  political  and  cultural  statement”  on  c 
:•  the  “falsity”  of  government  teachings  :• 
:j  that  every  meal  must  have  meat  to  be  •: 
j:  nutritious,  there  was  negative:; 
:•  reaction  from  some  of  the  60  annual  :• 
•:  conference  representatives  at  the  •: 
>:  meeting.  j: 

•:  Most  graphic  of  the  protests  was  a  j: 
x  bale  of  hay  someone  placed  outside:; 
J  the  cafeteria  with  a  sign  reading:  < 
"Eat  up.  Forty  per  cent  of  all  U.S.  •: 
§  land  will  produce  only  roughage.  ;• 
Cattle  can  turn  it  into  protein,  can  -: 
you?” 


Although  recommendations  were  not 
affirmed  by  vote,  consensus  appeared  to 
be  reached  on  setting  the  priority  as  well 
as  on  a  number  of  “directions”  par¬ 
ticipants  felt  the  church  should  point 
toward  in  dealing  with  hunger.  Among 
those  ideas  receiving  considerable 
positive  response  were  the  following: 

•  Farmers  and  other  food  producers 
should  be  consulted  for  input  for 
whatever  world  hunger  strategy  the 
church  develops. 

•  Research  is  needed  to  clarify  the 
facts  concerning  the  root  causes  of 
hunger. 

•  Efforts  need  to  be  made  to  change 
national  emphasis  from  military  to  food 
priorities. 

•  Americans  are  part  of  the  complex 
cycle  of  world  hunger  and  must  be 
educated  to  ways  in  which  they  help 
cause  hunger  as  well  as  ways  they  can 
help  fight  it. 

•  Church  persons  should  become 
interested  and  informed  about  “what  it 
takes  to  produce  food”  at  home  as  well  as 
in  other  areas  of  the  world. 

•  Christians  in  the  United  States  must 
become  committed  to  simpler  lifestyles 
individually  and  as  a  church. 

•  Giving  to  fight  world  hunger  needs 
to  become  a  major  part  of  the  church’s 
stewardship  program. 

Those  trends  came  from  a  large  body 
of  recommendations  compiled  in  several 
small  study  groups  of  participants 
dealing  with  the  issues  of  lifestyle, 
domestic  hunger,  hunger  outside  of  the 
U.  S.  and  public  policy. 

In  addition  to  these  “brainstorming” 
sessions,  participants  met  in  groups  to 
share  information  on  hunger  fighting 
activities  already  taking  place  in  the 
annual  conference.  Later  represen¬ 
tatives  from  these  groups  reported  to  the 
entire  body. 

Various  methods  of  raising  money  for 
world  hunger  were  shared.  Several 
conferences  reported  use  of  some  sort  of 
fast  coupled  with  a  monetary  donation 
related  to  the  missed  meal. 

Dr.  David  W.  Briddell,  BGM  staff 
person  who  served  as  convener  for  the 
consultation,  said  ideas  which  came  out 
in  the  consultation  will  be  used  in  two 
ways:  (1.)  by  the  BGM  as  input  for 
General  Conference  hunger  legislation 
and  (2.)  as  seed  material  for  individual 
participants  to  use  in  their  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  Consultation  members  will  be 
put  on  BGM  hunger  mailing  lists  in  an 
effort  to  keep  annual  conference  persons 
better  informed  about  hunger  issues  and 
efforts. 


Bishops  launch  national 
study  of  the  Holy  Spirit 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  —  What  is  hoped 
will  be  a  church-wide  study  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  Christian  experience  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  ordered  by  the  1972  General 
Conference,  was  finally  launched  last 
week  by  the  bishops  of  the  church. 

Advent  1975  and  Lent  1976  were 
recommended  for  the  study,  said  Bishop 
Earl  Hunt,  Jr.,  Charlotte  Area,  chairman 
of  the  project.  “The  mandate  of  the  1972 
General  Conference  ought  to  be  fulfilled 
before  the  1976  Conference  meets  next 
April.” 

Bishop  Hunt  said  the  study  had  run  into 
several  snags  including  late  publication 
of  its  study  book,  “The  Holy  Spirit  and 
Christian  Experience”  by  Bishop  Mack 
B.  Stokes,  and  schedule  conflicts  with  a 
number  of  other  church-wide  studies  and 
emphases. 

Adding  that  “the  study  materials  are 
designed  to  take  advantage  of  the  current 
resurgence  of  interest  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  across  the  church,”  the 
bishop  said  the  main  problem  now  in 
getting  it  airborne  is  letting  people  know 
about  it.” 

In  addition  to  the  book  by  Bishop 
Stokes,  two  other  resources  are 
recommended  for  the  study:  “Storms 
and  Starlight,”  a  series  of  sermons  by 
eight  bishops  on  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
“The  Holy  Spirit,”  a  collection  of  papers 
from  the  Fifth  Oxford  Institute  on 
Methodist  Theological  Studies  edited  by 
Dr.  Dow  Kirkpatrick. 

Bishop  Hunt  speculated  that  the  reason 
the  study  preparation  was  assigned  to  the 
Council  on  Bishops  was  that,  historically, 
one  of  the  functions  of  the  bishop  has 
been  to  teach  and  interpret  doctrine. 

“The  consecration  of  bishops  includes 
the  specific  charge  that  they  are  to 
protect  the  church  from  false  doctrine," 
Bishop  Hunt  said. 

Does  that  mean  that  the  doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  particularly  susceptible  to 
misinterpretation  or  distortion? 

No,  all  the  great  doctrines  of  the 
church  are  equally  open  to  misin¬ 
terpretation,  the  Bishop  said.  Right  now 
interest  is  high  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  the  charismatic  movement. 

“This  interest  is  a  great  sign  of  hope 
and  all  of  the  bishops  welcome  and  en¬ 
courage  it.  We  feel  it  is  very  important, 
however,  to  present  the  Wesleyan  per¬ 
spective  on  this  doctrine.  The 
charismatic  movement  is  very  con¬ 
structive  if  it  can  be  channeled  properly 
into  the  life  of  the  church  and  founded  on 
Wesleyan  doctrine,”  Bishop  Hunt  said.. 

It  is  part  of  the  planning  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops  that  every  bishop  provide 
leadership  for  the  study  in  each  annual 
conference  by  actually  teaching  the 
course,  according  to  Bishop  McFerrin 
Stowe,  Dallas-Ft.  Worth  Area,  who 
developed  recommendations  for  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  study. 

While  it  is  expected  this  will  occur  in  a 


variety  of  formats,  it  is  part  of  the 
current  revival  of  interest  among  the 
bishops  in  exercising  their  teaching 
function,  Bishop  Stowe  told  TM/  UMR. 

Renewed  interest  in  the  teaching 
function  was  made  possible,  Bishop  Hunt 
reported,  when  the  Council  on  Bishops 
reorganized  into  four  standing  com¬ 
mittees  in  1972.  “The  four  represent  the 
general  categories  in  which  most  of  our 
responsibilities  lie:  teaching,  ad¬ 
ministration,  relational,  and  pastoral 
concerns,”  Bishop  Hunt  said. 

Before  1972  all  these  matters  were 
handled  by  the  Council  as  a  whole  which 
was  very  unwieldy. 

While  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Teaching  Concerns  does  not  have  any 
other  studies  in  process,  Bishop  Stowe 
said,  it  expects  studies  in  the  broad  area 
of  understanding  physical  and  spiritual 
hunger  will  be  needed  in  the  next 
quadrennium. 


‘Twenty  years  hard  work 
could  wipe  out  hunger 9 


Child  center  serves  high  protein  blend 

BOUCAN  PATRIOT,  Haiti  —  A  youngster  at  a  U.  S.  Agency  for  International 
Development-supported  child-feeding  center  here  eats  a  high-protein  blend  of  corn, 
soy  and  milk  covered  with  a  red  bean  gravy. 

A  severe  drought  plagues  Haiti,  the  poorest  country  in  the  Western  Hemisphere 
where  even  in  non-drought  times  the  average  farmer  and  his  family  face  relentless 
poverty,  malnutrition  and  disease.  More  than  300,000  people  in  the  northwest  part  of 
the  nation  have  been  affected  by  the  lack  of  rain  during  the  past  nine  months. 

United  Methodists,  through  Church  World  Service,  have  provided  relief  supplies 
along  with  Catholic  Relief  Services,  the  Red  Cross,  pHOTO 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  Hunger  can  be 
wiped  off  the  face  of  the  earth  within  20 
years  “if  we  work  very  hard  from  this 
point  on,"  according  to  a  former  United 
Methodist  agricultural  missionary  and 
nationally  recognized  hunger  strategist. 

Speaking  to  more  than  60  United 
Methodist  annual  conference  representa¬ 
tives  gathered  here  Oct.  6  and  7  for  a 
National  Hunger  Consultation,  Dr.  Dean 
Freudenberger,  professor  at  School  of 
Theology,  Claremont,  Calif.,  said  the 
situation  is  now  grave,  with  a  billion 
persons  facing  starvation,  but  that  a 
solution  is  available. 

“I  am  not  a  doomsday  prophet,”  Dr. 
Freudenberger  said  in  his  highly  op¬ 
timistic  speech.  “It  can  be  done,  and  we 
can  do  it  if  we  start  right  now.” 

Among  other  things  Dr.  Freuden¬ 
berger  said  the  United  Methodist  Church 
must  immediately  do  are  the  following: 

•  The  church  must  influence  the 
nation  to  respond  to  hunger.  He  said  that 
now  that  some  rainfall  in  drought- 
stricken  areas  of  Africa  have  taken 
stories  of  starvation  temporarily  out  of 
media  attention,  the  church  must  “keep 
the  pressure  on”  and  keep  the  problem  in 
the  light. 

•  Within  the  church  hunger  should  be 
placed  within  theological  and  biblical 
perspectives  and  responded  to  in  the  way 
our  faith  dictates. 

•  A  minimum  of  five  million  dollars 
per  year  for  the  next  20  years  must  be 
given  by  United  Methodism  to  fight 
hunger. 

•  A  “grain  belt”  conference  should  be 
organized  by  the  church  in  which  the 
church  along  with  Christian  grain 
producers  would  begin  forming  the 
basics  of  what  a  national  farm  policy 
“should  look  like.” 

•  An  “intensive  study  center”  ought  to 


Two  consultation  panelists  charge 

Capitalism  is  cause  of  hunger 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  “Capitalism”  is 
“the  devil”  in  the  issue  of  world  hunger, 
two  members  of  a  four-person  “reflec¬ 
tion  panel”  told  representatives  of  more 
than  60  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences  who  gathered  here  Oct.  6-7  for  a 
national  hunger  consultation. 

Making  the  comments  —  which  met 
with  mixed  reactions  from  the  audience 
—  were  Dr.  Ignacio  Castuera,  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  director  of  the  All  Nations 
Foundation  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  and 
Charles  McFarren,  United  Methodist 
missionary  to  Bolivia  now  serving  as  a 
“missionary  in  residence”  for  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  in  New  York. 

Bringing  up  the  subject  at  the  start  of 
the  panel  discussion,  held  during  the 
second  day  of  the  consultation  and  billed 
as  an  “outside  reflection”  on  the 
direction  the  consultation  was  going,  Dr. 
Castuera  told  the  audience,  “Capitalism 
is  a  system  based  on  greed.  We  must  find 
some  sort  of  socialist  option.  If  we  don’t 
do  this  we  are  only  dealing  with  some 
form  of  bandaid  solution.” 

Agreeing  with  Dr.  Castuera,  Mr. 
McFarren  said,  “Hunger  and  poverty 
are  built  into  the  capitalistic  system.  We 
must  name  the  demon  and  deal  with  it  or 
we  will  simply  be  bandaging  something 
that  should  be  destroyed.” 

Although  there  was  no  time  set  aside 
for  response  from  the  audience,  the 
remarks  from  the  two  panelists  drew 
some  interruptive  comments  in  any  case. 
Most  vocally  opposed  to  the  comments 
was  the  Rev.  T.  E.  Liles,  a  representative 
of  the  South  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
who  broke  into  the  panel  discussion 


saying  “I  personally  want  to  go  on  record 
as  opposing  what  you  are  saying.” 

At  a  point  where  Mr.  McFarren  had 
called  for  a  change  in  the  “rotten 
capitalistic  system,”  Mr.  Liles  strongly 
objected  saying  “Capitalism  is  not  the 
devil.  It  can  in  fact  be  the  savior.” 

Ms.  Carol  Smith,  another  of  the  four 
panelists  and  director  of  the  Emergency 
Fund  for  Needy  People  in  Chicago,  Ill., 
spoke  up  saying  “Capitalism  may  not  be 
the  demon.  Greed  is  the  demon  and 
capitalism  is  what  makes  greed 
possible.”  This  drew  more  audience 
response.  Lloyd  M.  Schloop,  represen¬ 
tative  from  the  West  Michigan  Annual 
Conference,  said,  “Let’s  talk  about 
changes,  not  ideology.  It’s  ridiculous  to 
expect  us  to  go  out  and  tell  our  local 
churches  that  capitalism  is  the  devil  in 
world  hunger  and  expect  them  to  stand 
for  it.” 

“It’s  easier  to  be  funny  with  scripture 
than  to  talk  straight  about  the  changes 
we  need,”  Dr.  Castuera  replied.  “We 
need  to  make  our  system  stand  in 
judgment.  We  must  be  prophetic  in  the 
system  in  which  we  live.” 

Asked  whether  or  not  he  believes  the 
present  capitalistic  system  in  the  United 
States  can  be  “cleansed,”  Dr.  Castuera 
said,  “Yes,  but  if  we  take  greed  away 
from  capitalism  we  don’t  have 
capitalism.” 

The  fourth  panelist,  Bonnie  Totten  of 
Central  New  York  Annual  Conference, 
warned  against  using  words  like 
“capitalism”  and  “communism”  and 
said  “All  systems  are  under  the 
judgment  of  God.” 

“We  need  to  avoid  red  flags  and  must 
allow  our  local  church  persons  to  work 
against  hunger  wherever  they  are,”  Mrs. 


Totten  said.  She  admonished  the  church 
to  approach  the  problem  theologically 
instead  of  politically. 

“Do  you  think  what  I  said  is 
threatening  to  local  church  persons?” 
Dr.  Castuera  asked  her. 

“I  think  such  things  are  threatening 
even  when  they  come  from  Isaiah,”  she 
replied,  referring  to  a  scripture  lesson 
(Isaiah  3:13-15)  that  Dr.  Castuera  had 
used  earlier  as  he  led  a  wor¬ 
ship/  theological  reflection  part  of  the 
agenda. 

Several  annual  conference  representa¬ 
tives  commenting  after  the  panel  dis¬ 
cussion  expressed  concern  not  in  the 
fact  that  the  “capitalism  issue”  had 
been  brought  up  at  the  meeting,  but 
with  the  fact  that  no  feedback  and 
discussion  from  the  audience  was  made  a 
part  of  it. 


be  added  to  some  midwestern  seminary 
to  deal  with  the  demands  of  rural 
development. 

•  A  one  to  two  million  dollar  ecumeni¬ 
cal  scholarship  fund  must  be  set  up  to 
provide  funds  to  train  non-Westem 
persons  in  agriculture. 

•  At  least  30  per  cent  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  World  Service  and  Advance 
Special  funds  should  go  to  fight  world 
hunger. 

•  The  denomination’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  must  be  strengthened 
and  made  to  work  with  such  hunger  fight¬ 
ing  agencies  as  “Bread  for  the  World.” 

Dr.  Freudenberger  said  the  church 
also  should  work  to  bring  about 
changes  in  American  society  and  in  the 
emphasis  of  our  government’s  farm 
policy. 

“The  U.  S.  farm  policy  must  quit  being 
seen  as  an  extension  of  American 
diplomatic  policy,”  he  said.  “We  must 
look  at  domestic  farm  policy  in  a  global 
perspective  with  the  world’s  hungry  in 
mind.” 

He  said  militarism  in  the  United  States 
and  around  the  world  takes  food  away 
from  the  hungry.  He  suggested  that  if 
“we  could  only  get  10  per  cent  of  the  $400 
billion  dollars  spent  in  the  world  each 
year  on  arms  converted  to  the  fight 
against  hunger”  we  would  be  "well  on 
the  way  to  a  solution.” 

He  said  massive  research  must  be 
carried  out  in  Third  World  nations  to 
come  up  with  agricultural  solutions  to 
hunger.  “You  just  can’t  transplant  North 
American  agricultural  techniques  in  the 
tropics.  They  don’t  work,”  he  said.  “We 
know  more  about  the  soil  on  the  moon 
that  we  know  about  the  soil  in  the  tropics. 
The  only  thing  we  know  for  sure  is  that  it 
only  takes  a  few  years  of  American 
agricultural  methods  there  to  turn  the 
soil  to  concrete.” 

Two  “dangerous  American  assump¬ 
tions,”  Dr.  Freudenberger  said  are  (1.) 
that  it’s  possible  to  transfer  our 
agricultural  methods  to  the  tropics  and 
(2.)  that  all  we  need  to  solve  the  problem 
is  to  increase  our  own  agricultural 
productivity  and  send  the  food  to  the 
hungry. 

Saying  that  United  States  waste  and 
demand  for  non-food  products  from  the 
Third  World  is  a  big  part  of  the  problem, 
Dr.  Freudenberger  called  upon  the 
church  to  hold  the  nation  in  judgment. 

“The  colonial  legacy  is  that  the  main 
products  starving  nations  produce  can’t 
be  eaten,  but  are  produced  to  feed  our 
desires  for  luxuries,”  he  said. 

Calling  for  a  “rereading  of  history”  in 
colonial  perspectives.  Dr.  Freuden¬ 
berger  said  Americans  need  to  realize 
that  by  their  “resource  abuse”  they  are 
demanding  more  and  more  raw  mate¬ 
rials  from  countries  that  should  have 
food  production  as  their  main  priority. 

Ending  —  as  he  began  —  optimisti¬ 
cally,  Dr.  Freudenberger  said,  “I  am 
hopeful  that  change  for  the  better  can 
and  will  take  place  because  ‘God  is.’  ” 


the  church  today  | 


Study  commission  report 

Life  tenure  for  bishops  reaffirmed 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  -  Life  tenure  for 
United  Methodist  bishops  was  reaffirmed 
here  in  a  19-7  vote  in  a  final  action  of  the 
commission  studying  the  office  of 
bishops  and  district  superintendents. 
Seven  of  the  commission  members, 
however,  rejected  the  section  on  life 
tenure  and  will  file  a  minority  report 
calling  for  bishops  to  be  elected  only  for 
an  eight  year  term  instead  of  for  life. 

The  Oct.  9-11  meeting  of  the  31-member 
Commission  to  Study  the  Episcopacy  and 
District  Sueprintendency  ended  four 
years  of  research  and  discussion.  The 
1972  General  Conference  had  ordered  this 
special  commission  to  study  the  role  of 
bishops  and  district  superintendents 
“with  particular  reference  to  the  method 
of  their  selection,  tenure,  assignment, 
function  and  such  other  matters  as  shall 
deem  appropriate.”  The  commission’s 
recommendations  will  now  be  forwarded 
to  the  General  Conference  meeting  in 
April,  1976,  for  action. 

Consuming  much  of  the  commission’s 
energy  at  this  meeting  was  the  issue 
whether  a  United  Methodist  bishop 
should  be  elected  for  life  (“life  episco¬ 
pacy”)  or  for  merely  a  specified  period 
of  time  (“term  episcopacy”).  Present 
church  law  requires  a  bishop  to  serve  for 
life  with  mandatory  retirement  near  the 
bishop’s  68th  birthday.  The  commission’s 
report,  based  on  its  research,  reaffirms 
that  position.  Some  members,  however, 
argued  that  the  same  research  supports 
term  episcopacy. 

Dr.  Merlyn  W.  Northfeld,  president  of 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  and  chairperson  of  the  commission 


told  TM/UMR  that  the  report  deals 
seriously  with  the  tenure  issue.  The 
report  concludes,  he  said,  that  with  the 
following  proposed  legislation,  life  tenure 
for  bishops  is  the  most  effective  method: 
(1.)  a  system  of  accountability  on  the 
Annual,  Jurisdictional  and  General  Con¬ 
ference  levels;  (2.)  limitation  of  tenure 
under  normal  circumstances  to  eight 
years  in  one  area;  (3.)  easier  procedure 
for  moving  bishops  across  Jurisdictional 
lines;  (4.)  a  theological  rationale  which 
calls  for  a  collegial  (shared)  style  of 
leadership  rather  than  an  autocratic 
style;  and  (5.)  a  nomination  procedure 
which  gives  Annual  Conferences  the 
opportunity  to  submit  names  of  qualified 
persons  for  the  office  of  bishop. 

He  said  that  any  commission  member, 
though,  had  the  right  to  submit  a 
minority  report  to  General  Conference. 
And  the  commission  decided  that  a 
member  could  sign  the  commission 
report  with  an  asterisk  beside  the  name 
indicating  agreement  with  the  report 
except  for  the  sections  relating  to  tenure 
of  bishops. 

“The  key  issue  is  leadership,”  Dr. 
Northfeld  said.  “In  our  age  the  church 
needs  more  aggressive  leadership  from 
its  elected  leaders  —  the  bishops.  The 
commission  believes  life  tenure  con¬ 
tributes  more  to  that  opportunity  than 
does  term  episcopacy.” 

Among  other  new  recommendations  by 
the  commission  are : 

•  A  definition  which  says  the  task  of 
superintending  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  “resides  in  the  office  of  the 
bishop,  and  extends  to  the  district 
superintendent  with  each  possessing 


distinct  responsibilities."  The  report 
says  that  from  apostolic  time  certain  or¬ 
dained  persons  have  been  entrusted  with 
particular  tasks  of  overseeing  and  in  the 
UMC  this  “formal  leadership”  is  located 
in  these  two  offices. 

•  An  annual  conference  in  session 
may  name  one  or  more  nominees  for 
bishop  to  be  elected  at  Jurisdictional 
Conference,  although  the  balloting  need 
not  be  limited  to  those  nominees. 

•  A  General  Committee  on  Epis¬ 
copacy  is  to  be  formed  composed  of  all 
members  of  the  Jurisdictional  Commit¬ 
tees  on  Episcopacy  ( 143  persons ) .  Among 
its  tasks  will  be  to  assign  to  each  Juris¬ 
diction  from  the  “pool”  of  active  bishops 
eligible  for  reappointment,  the  number 
each  Jurisdiction  may  have.  Assignment 
to  a  Jurisdiction  comes  after  consulta¬ 
tion  with  each  bishop  and  approval  by 
General  Conference. 

•  Procedures  allowing  a  bishop  to 
retire  before  mandatory  retirement  or  to 
resign  in  good  standing.  A  procedure  by 
which  a  bishop  may  be  involuntarily  re¬ 
tired  without  his/her  consent  “if  such 
relationship  is  found  to  be  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  bishop  and/or  the 
church.” 

•  A  Conference  Committee  on  Episco¬ 
pacy  of  at  least  12  persons  elected  by  the 
Annual  Conference  ( and  three  additional 
members  appointed  by  the  bishop)  to 
support  and  consult  with  the  bishop  and 
evaluate  his  work  annually.  A  similar 
committee  is  to  operate  on  the  district 
level  with  the  district  superintendent. 


UMC  refugee  resettlement  to 
continue  until  camps  are  empty 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodist  of¬ 
ficials  in  the  Vietnamese  resettlement 
program  reported  that  while  no  new  goal 
has  been  adopted,  they  intend  to  keep  on 
resettling  refugees  “until  all  the  camps 
are  empty.”  It  is  hoped  that  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  by  the  end  of  December. 

Dr.  James  J.  Thomas’  office  reported 
that  requests  now  exceed  1100  from 
churches  and  individuals.  A  new  goal  of 
1000  was  set  in  mid-September. 

As  of  Oct.  1  there  were  25,938  refugees 
still  awaiting  placement.  Peter  Bielak, 
public  affairs  officer  with  the  federal 
Interagency  Task  Force  on  Indochina 
Refugees  reported  that  processing  has 
been  going  on  at  an  average  of  500-550 
refugees  per  day. 

Churches  interested  in  sponsoring  a 
refugee  family  should  contact:  Dr. 
James  J.  Thomas,  Office  of  Specialized 
Ministries,  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
475  Riverside  Dr.,  New  York,  NY.,  (212) 
678-6283. 


Church  benevolent  giving 
increases  12  per  cent  over  1974 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodists  gave  almost  12  per  cent  more 
in  the  first  three  quarters  of  1975  to 
support  the  world-wide  causes  of  their 
denomination  than  they  did  in  the  same 
period  a  year  ago. 

According  to  a  report  released  here 
October  6  by  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general 
treasurer  of  the  church,  the  total  giving 
through  September  30  for  16  benevolence 
and  administrative  funds  was  $35,711,526. 
During  the  first  nine  months  of  1974 
support  of  the  same  funds  was 
$31,904,412. 

As  it  has  all  year,  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  paced 
the  funds  with  an  increase  through 
Advance  Special  giving  of  224  per  cent 
above  the  first  three  quarters  of  1974. 
This  reflects  the  denomination’s  em¬ 
phasis  on  hunger  relief  in  the  U.S.  and 
abroad. 

It  also  was  reported  that  the  $15,400,000 
for  October  1974  through  September  1975 
is  a  12-months  record  in  the  Advance 
Special’s  27-year  history. 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  ward,  figure  or  initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  o t  $8.73 
Service  charge  or  blind  eds  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

United  Methodist  HOLY  LAND 

PILGRIMAGE.  Includes  ancient  Petra  In 
Jordan  and  overnight  In  Amsterdam, 
departing  Dec.  26.  Brochure:  United 
Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box  3129.  Waco, 

FREE!  "300  Humorous  Illustrations  for 
Religious  Speakers"  when  you  subscribe  to  the 
"Journal  of  Religious  Speaking,”  a  monthly 
resource  service  for  persons  seeking  to  share 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  from  pulpit  or 
platform.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Only  $10 
per  year  from  Christian  Communications 

EXPERIENCED  UNITED  METHODIST 
minister  desires  position  In  multiple-staff 
church;  prefer  Florida.  Preaching,  worship, 
hospital  visitation,  etc.  Interest  not  limited  to 

UMC.  Send  Inquiries  to:  Minister,  TM-UMR 

P.  O.  Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas  73221. 

Laboratory.  P.O.  Box  11023.  Knoxville.  TN. 

37*19. 

NEEDED:  Education  Assistant  In  small  but 

YOUTH-MUSIC  DIRECTOR  position  open 
now.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact:  First  UMC. 

600  S.  Alice.  Monahans,  Texas  79738,  or  call  t 

growing  church.  Must  know  curriculum  and  be 
able  to  work  In  area  of  children  and  youth. 

Send  resume  and  picture  to:  Rev.  George 
Hartouck,  1101  Monroe.  Gretna.  La.  70033. 

PEW  REFINISHING  AND  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

'Over  15  yean  experience.'  Brem's  Wood¬ 
works.  RL  9.  Box  406.  Waco.  Texas  76703,  (817) 

—  all  meals.  Lubbock.  Jan.  5;  Dallas.  Dec.  30. 

$899.  Kirk  and  Wood.  Oak  Wood  Methodist.  ; 

3006 -5 9th,  Lubbock.  Texas  79413. 

Beautiful  book  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL  OC¬ 
CASIONS.  makes  splendid  gift.  Single  copy 
$2.30  postpaid,  6  copies  $1.90  each.  Elisabeth’s. 

P.  O.  Box  2S3S1.  Houston.  Texas  77003. 

MED  CARD:  This  card  could  save  your  life.  90 
million  Americans  will  be  Injured  this  year. 
Many  will  die  from  wrong  or  no  treatment. 

Med  Card  contains  your  complete  medical 

FOR  SALE:  1  Dura  Mach  10  automatic 
typewriter  with  punch,  reader,  stand  and  tape 
tenna  (1964 model).  Make  offer.  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  office.  UMC.  (403)  943-1985. 

speaks  for  you  when  you  cannot.  Treatment  of 

111  or  Injured  speeded  by  Med  Card.  Has  record 
of  chronic  conditions,  drugs  allergic  to. 
Endorsed  by  the  AMA.  Send  $15  for  your  pre¬ 
paid  application.  Card  will  be  rushed  to  you. 

Med.  P.  O.  Box  10112.  Amarillo.  Texas  79106. 

TOUR  of  England.  Nov.  24  -  Dec.  2.  From  New 
Orleans.  Details:  United  Methodist  Heritage 

Tour,  315  E.  Third.  Crowley.  La.  70526. 

HAWAII:  7  days.  6 nights.  Leaving  Dallas  Dec. 

26th.  Finest  resort  hotels.  Brochures  —  Bess 
Loudermllk,  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Texas  75205. 
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BALTIMORE.  Md.  —  Members  of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  for  the  Deaf 
pray  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  sign  language.  (See  stories  below.) 

BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO 


11  million  affected 


Deaf  face  silent  church 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Suppose  one  Sunday  morning  a  group 
of  deaf  persons  showed  up  unexpectedly 
at  your  church.  What  would  you  do  with 
them? 

Or  —  more  likely  —  suppose  none  of  the 
countless  deaf  people  in  your  community 
showed  up  at  any  church,  because  they 
knew  there  was  no  ministry  to  fit  their 
needs? 

Neither  situation  is  just  idle 
speculation  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  An  estimated  two  million  per¬ 
sons  in  the  U.S.  cannot  hear  or  un¬ 
derstand  speech.  Another  nine  million 
have  significant  hearing  impairment, 
according  to  National  Census  of  the  Deaf 
statistics. 

Most  are  not  being  reached  by  any 
church,  experts  say.  In  United 
Methodism  only  a  handful  of  ministers 
are  fully-trained  for  working  with  the 
deaf.  Only  a  few  all-deaf  congregations 
exist.  And  only  two  annual  conferences  — 
Oklahoma  and  Western  North  Carolina 
—  have  given  top  priority  to  deaf 
ministry,  officials  say. 

Deaf  ministries  —  creating  new  ones 
and  lending  a  hand  to  existing  ones  —  are 
a  prime  concern  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  national  division,  says  Rev. 
Cecil  P.  E.  Pottieger,  new  coordinator  of 
the  division’s  Deaf  Ministry  Network  in 
New  York.  His  office  is  spreading  the 
word  to  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences  that  the  need  is  great  and 
help  is  available: 

•  through  annual  workshops  for 
workers  with  the  deaf; 

•  through  funds  for  developing  new 
deaf  ministries  and  training  clergy  and 
lay  workers  in  total  communication  with 
the  deaf; 


•  through  teaching  aids  being 
developed  by  a  National  Council  of 
Churches’  task  force  on  Christian 
Education  and  the  Hearing  Impaired. 

A  pastor  working  in  deaf  ministries 
agrees  that  the  word  needs  spreading. 
“This  effort  desperately  needs  more 
awareness  by  conferences  and  local 
churches,  more  money,  more  staff,  all 
across  the  church,”  says  the  Rev.  LeRoy 
Schauer,  who  doubles  as  pastor  of  the 
Washington  (D.C.)  UMC  for  the  Deaf  and 
Chaplain  of  Gallaudet  College,  also  for 
the  deaf. 

Styles  of  ministry  to  the  deaf  depend  on 
the  needs  in  each  community,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Jack  Hager,  who  retired  in 
May  as  head  of  the  national  Deaf 
Ministries  program: 

In  large  metropolitan  areas  with  large 
concentrations  of  deaf  people,  all-deaf 
congregations  may  be  feasible. 

In  areas  where  the  deaf  are  more 
widely-scattered,  conference  or  area 
programs  might  include  a  full-time  paid 
staff  going  “circuit-rider”  style  to  groups 
housed  in  “hearing”  churches. 

In  a  single  local  hearing  church, 
trained  volunteers  may  carry  on  an 
ongoing  outreach  program  for  the  deaf. 
In  larger  churches  with  multiple  staffs, 
an  associate  pastor  sometimes  can  give 
part-time  leadership  to  deaf  ministry. 

Whatever  the  needs,  Mr.  Hager  hopes 
that  a  professional  support  system  like 
the  Deaf  Ministries  Network  can  go  a 
long  way  toward  encouraging  the 
ministry  of  “lonely  and  isolated  workers 
who  are  doing  a  work  that  is  different." 

Among  the  network’s  services  are 
trained  persons  to  assist  in  starting  new 
ministries  and  scholarships  for  training 
in  total  communication  with  the  deaf. 


‘New  World  Mission’  successful; 
second  group  begins  orientation 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  best  way  to 
help  U.S. Christians  develop  a  global  con¬ 
sciousness  and  an  understanding  of  other 
cultures  is  to  introduce  them  to  persons 
from  other  countries  who  share  a 
common  faith. 

With  that  conviction,  the  second  phase 
of  a  “New  World  Mission”  program  will 
be  held  this  month  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  Bishop’s  Committee 
for  World  Evangelism  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

Reversing  the  traditional  style  of 
sending  evangelists  overseas,  the  first 
Mission  program  brought  46  persons 
from  19  countries  to  the  U.S.  in  March. 

The  second  group  of  visitors  —  75 
persons  from  22  countries  —  arrived  in 
Nashville  for  orientation  October  13-17 
and  will  then  travel  across  the  country 
for  225  missions  in  56  of  the  73  United 
Methodist  Annual  Conferences.  Each 
visitor  will  participate  in  three,  one-week 
missions,  speaking  at  local  church 
events,  appearing  at  civic  and  com¬ 
munity  functions,  addressing  ecumenical 
rallies  and  participating  in  a  variety  of 
events  planned  by  each  local  church  or 
group  of  churches. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  director  of  the 
program,  said  the  March  series  “far 
exceeded  our  expectations.” 

"While  there  is  no  way  of  knowing 
exactly  how  many  lives  were  touched,  we 
know  from  our  evaluations  that  we  were 
effective  in  making  global  consciousness 
personal,”  Mr.  Fox  said.  “These 
missions  allowed  many  people  to  hear 
the  Gospel  from  another  cultural  per¬ 
spective  for  the  first  time.” 

The  success  of  the  New  World  Mission 
program,  Mr.  Fox  believes,  is  its 


structure.  "The  local  church  makes 
serious  preparation  for  the  mission  and 
the  missioners  come  equipped  to  lead  in 
the  proclamation  phase,  out  of  which 
develops  ongoing  ministries.”  Plans  are 
being  formulated,  he  said,  for  making  the 
New  World  Mission  a  continuing 
program. 

The  central  purpose  of  the  program, 
according  to  Mr.  Fox,  is  to  motivate 
ministers  and  congregations  to  seek  a 
deeper  understanding  of  their  mission  in 
evangelism  by  seeking  the  allegiance  of 
persons  to  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Kingdom 
of  God,  and  proclaiming  the  Lordship  of 
Christ  in  all  areas  of  life. 

Included  among  the  missioners  are 
bishops  from  Argentina,  Keyna, 
Panama,  and  Chile;  the  Rev.  Mrs.  E. 
Wiyata  Kandakai,  of  Liberia,  one  of  the 
few  women  to  serve  as  a  district 
superintendent  in  world  Methodism ;  the 
Rev.  Neil  Gough,  former  “Flying  Padre" 
of  the  Outback  of  Australia;  the  Rev.  V. 

,  H.  Moungaloa  from  Tonga,  one  of  the 
most  “Methodist”  countries  in  the  world; 
and  Dr.  Alan  Walker,  widely  known 
evangelist  and  social  activist  of  Sydney, 
Australia,  who  founded  “Lifeline”  a 
crisis  telephone  ministry  concept  which 
has  spread  throughout  the  word. 

Overseas  visitors  for  the  New  World 
Missions  are  nominated  by  the  in¬ 
digenous  church  leadership  of  their  own 
countries. 

‘ Service  of  Outrage'' 
by  angry  women 
hits  FBI  activities 

NEW  HAVEN  (RNS)  —  Participants  in 
an  ecumenical  “service  of  outrage"  here 
charged  that  the  FBI  has  been  gathering 
information  on  radical  women's  com¬ 
munities  under  the  pretext  of  seeking 
information  on  the  whereabouts  of 
fugitives  from  justice. 

Some  300  members  of  religious, 
socialist,  and  lesbian  organizations 
focused  on  the  jailing  of  women  who  have 
refused  to  testify  before  federal  grand 
juries. 

Peggy  Billings,  an  executive  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Women’s 
Division  and  an  organizer  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches'  Committee  of 
Concern,  said  the  jailings  of  Ellen  Grusse 
and  Terri  Turgeon,  two  Connecticut 
women  who  were  jailed  twice  for 
refusing  to  testify  before  a  New  Haven 
grand  jury,  were  “typical  of  what  has 
happened  and  what  could  happen  with  a 
lot  of  other  women.” 

She  declared  that  “they  have  not  been 
accused  of  any  crime  by  anybody,  yet 
they  and  their  families  have  had  their 
lives  disrupted,  their  privacy  invaded, 
and  possibly  their  civil  rights  infringed.” 
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Hispanic  basis  for  unity  emerges 

Ethnic  consultation  defines  common  heritage ,  goals  and  concerns 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  emergence  of  a  new 
basis  for  unity  among  the  Hispanic  ethnic 
groups  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
was  believed  to  be  the  most  important 
outome  of  the  “mini  consultation”  Oct. 
10-11  on  the  “crisis”  in  the  Hispanic  local 
churches,  according  to  representatives 
gathered  here. 

The  new  sense  of  unity  not  only 
brightened  hopes  of  electing  a  Hispanic 
bishop  in  1976,  but  also  the  long  range 
future  of  over  500  Hispanic  U.M. 
churches.  Josafat  Curti,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  MARCHA  (Methodist  Association 
to  Represent  Hispanic  Causes),  Denver, 
said  efforts  to  elect  a  bishop  will  amost 
certainly  be  concentrated  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  because  it  has  the 
largest  concentration  of  Hispanics  and 
will  elect  four  new  bishops  at  its  meeting 
in  July  1976. 

“This  was  the  first  time  the  nuances  of 
difference  between  the  Hispanics  were 
recognized,”  said  Dr.  M.  Germinal 
Rivas,  a  Cuban  professor  at  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  in  ex¬ 
plaining  the  new  unity.  “Before  we  had 
a  ‘false’  unity  that  assumed  Puerto 
Ricans,  Cubans,  Mexican-Americans 
and  Chicanos  were  all  alike  because  they 
were  Hispanics.  This  led  to  divisive¬ 
ness.” 

“The  Spanish  language  and  a  Roman 
Catholic  cultural  heritage  are  common  to 
all  Hispanics.  We  are  together  in  fiesta 
and  worship,”  said  the  Rev.  Hector 
Nevas,  convenor  of  the  consultation  and 
president  of  MARCHA.  “Differences  in 
program  needs  depend  somewhat  on 
whether  they  are  part  of  a  Hispanic  con¬ 
ference  (Rio  Grande  and  Puerto  Rico)  or 
whether  they  are  within  the  predomi¬ 
nantly  white  conferences.” 

There  are  30-40,000  Hispanic  United 
Methodists  in  the  church’s  largest 
language  group.  About  half  are  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference. 


“Acculturation”  and  the  “failure  of 
local  congregations  to  be  concerned 
about  their  communities”  surfaced  as 
the  two  key  concerns  for  the  Hispanic 
representatives  here  from  across  the 
country. 

There  was  an  uneasiness  about  accul¬ 
turation,  described  by  one  participant  as 
“the  process  which  leads  to  a  loss  of 
identity  as  one  cultural  group  becomes 
part  of  another  culture  which  tends  to 
reshape  them  in  its  own  ways.” 

“There  is  an  inevitable  clash,”  Mr. 
Curti  said,  “because  by  culture,  I  am 
Roman  Catholic;  by  faith,  Protestant; 
and  by  choice,  United  Methodist.” 

As  the  small  groups  reported,  they 
repeatedly  caHed  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Spanish  language  and  Hispanic 
cultural  values,  courses  in  “Hispanicity” 
and  “conscientization  studies”  to  help 
local  churches  recover  a  sense  of  identity 
and  mission. 

The  consultation  was  conducted  in 
Spanish  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Rev.  Moises  Freytes,  Santurce,  Puerto 
Rico,  who  asked,  “How  can  this  be  a 
Hispanic  consultation  unless  we  speak 
Spanish?”  Most  of  the  participants  were 
bilingual. 

The  consultation  here  was  the  third  of 
four  such  meetings  with  various  United 
Methodist  ethnic  minorities  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  analyze  the  “crisis”  in  the 
ethnic  local  churches  and  identify 
strategies  to  remedy  declining  member¬ 
ships  and  shortages  of  ministers. 

The  study,  ordered  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  last 
March,  is  being  conducted  by  the  Board 
of  Discipleship.  The  consultation  for  the 
Native  Americans  was  held  Sept.  26-27 
(see  TM/UMR  Oct.  3;  and  for  Blacks 
Oct.  2-3  (see  TM/UMR  Oct.  10.)  The 
Asian  American  consultation  will  be  held 
Oct.  21-Nov.  1  at  Oakland,  Calif. 

The  framework  for  each  “mini  con¬ 
sultation”  is  a  study  document  prepared 
by  Dr.  Carl  A.  Fields,  a  New  York 
analyst/writer  for  the  30-member  Task 


Force  on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church.  The  paper  has  a  major  section 
on  shared  goals  and  strategies  and 
separate  sections  for  each  group.  Each 
group  has  been  asked  to  “refine”  the 
document. 

The  suggested  shared  goals  “which  go 
across  ethnic  boundaries”  according  to 
Dr.  Fields,  are:  recruitment  for  ethnic 
ministry,  education  and  training  speci¬ 
fically  designed  for  the  needs  of  the 
ethnic  churches,  developing  new  forms  of 
evangelism,  increasing  the  visibility  and 
representation  of  ethnics  on  church 
boards  and  agencies,  greater  inter-ethnic 
accord,  intentional  recruitment  and 
training  of  the  laity  for  church  leadership 
at  all  levels  and  the  inclusion  of  ethnic 
ritual  and  tradition  in  ethnic  churches. 

Essentially,  the  Hispanics  affirmed  the 
shared  goals,  adding  some  refinements 


such  as  a  suggested  commission  on 
ethnic  ministry  within  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Additional  strategies  suggested  were: 
upgrading  the  salaries  and  pensions  qf 
Hispanic  pastors  ( minimum  salary  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Conference  is  $6,000),; 
provision  for  a  communications  network 
among  Hispanics;  identification  with  the 
Third  World;  and  creation  of  a  commig- 
sion  on  Hispanic  affairs. 

Suggestions  from  the  “mini  consulta¬ 
tions”  will  become  part  of  the  revised 
study  document  which  will  go  to  the  full 
Task  Force  for  final  scrutiny  at  its  Noy. 
17-18  meeting.  The  report  will  he 
presented  to  the  GCOM  in  December  aqd 
to  the  1976  General  Conference  in  support 
of  “strengthening  ethnic  minority  local 
churches”  as  a  “missional  priority”  for 
the  whole  church. 


So.  Cal.-Arizona  cabinet 
plunges  into  Hispanic  study 


Deaf  ministries  provide 
hearing,  caring  community 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  United  Methodist 
deaf  ministries  usually  reflect  three 
different  styles.  TM/  UMR  staff  writer 
Pat  Sites  Wrote  the  following  report  after 
talking  last  week  with  workers  for  the 
deaf  in  churches  and  conferences  across 
the  nation. 

Deaf  congregations 

A  recent  Maryland  School  for  the  Deaf 
publication  called  the  late  Rev.  Louis 
Foxwell  Sr.  the  “miracle  man  of  deaf¬ 
ness.”  Mr.  Foxwell  served  for  32  years  as 
pastor  of  Christ  UMC  for  the  Deaf  in 
Baltimore,  a  unique  institution  which 
recently  celebrated  its  80th  anniversary. 

His  ministry  is  now  being  carried  on  by 
his  son  and  widow,  who  serve  as  pastor 
and  program  coordinator  of  the  150- 
member  church. 

The  Foxwells  are  not  deaf.  Nor  are  all 
their  members.  “We  welcome  hearing 
people,”  Mrs.  Foxwell  told  TM/  UMR. 
“But  no  one  holds  office  except  the  deaf. 
This  church  is  for  and  by  the  deaf.” 

Carrying  on  a  full  church  program, 
Christ  Church  also  participates  in  a  Deaf 
Referral  Service  for  employment, 
counseling  and  providing  sign  language 
interpreters. 

Worship  services  are  conducted  in 
“total  communication,”  both  speech  and 
sign  language. 

Also  committed  to  helping  deaf  people 
realize  they  are  “full  people”  is  the  Rev. 
Tom  Williams,  pastor  of  Cameron  UMC 
of  the  Deaf  in  Cincinnati. 

“We  must  help  them  assume 
responsibility  for  ministry,”  Mr. 
Williams  says,  “after  years  of  being  told 
everything  must  be  done  for  them.” 

“Hearing  people  can’t  really  un¬ 
derstand  what  it’s  like  to  be  deaf  and 
can’t  always  see  the  great  potential  of 
these  people,”  he  says.  That’s  why  he’s  a 
firm  believer  in  a  separate  congregation 
of  deaf  people  wherever  possible. 

Local  church  outreach 

Local  church  outreach  to  the  deaf  by  a 
“hearing”  church  is  not  only  practical 
but  also  enriching  for  everybody,  says 
one  layperson  who  has  sparked  deaf 
ministries  in  two  Indiana  congregations. 

It  may  have  been  “providential,” 
suspects  Mrs.  Grace  Nunery,  that  four 
deaf  persons  appeared  one  Sunday  six 
years  ago  at  First  UMC,  Goshen,  where 
her  husband  was  then  pastor.  "What  to 
do  with  them !  I  scribbled  notes  to  them 
all  morning!” 

But  not  for  long.  Mrs.  Nunery  soon 
implemented  a  full  range  of  deaf 
ministries,  first  at  Goshen  and  later  at 
Forest  Park  UMC,  Fort  Wayne,  the 
Nunerys’  present  church.  First  learning 
sign  language  herself,  she  trained 
laypersons  to  assist  in  a  ministry  which 
includes  church  school  classes,  Bible 
study,  fellowship,  captioned  film 
programs  and  interpreted  worship 
services. 

‘Circuit  -  riderg’ 

The  Oklahoma  annual  conference 
adopted  a  deaf  ministries  program  in 
1964  which  today  reaches  more  than  500 
deaf  persons  and  10  congregations, 
according  to  deaf  ministries  staffperson 
Mrs.  Lorene  Carrington. 

“Circuit-rider”  Rev.  Laverle 
Carrington  directs  the  program,  which  is 
supported  financially  by  more  than  300 
local  hearing  churches  and  the  national 


division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Mr.  Carrington  travels  1500  miles  a 
week  visiting  deaf  persons,  interpreting 
at  worship  services  and  for  other  needs, 
and  teaching  sign  language  classes. 

An  annual  statewide  rally  of  churches 
with  deaf  ministries  has  also  resulted  in 
several  pieces  of  state  legislation 
benefitting  the  deaf,  Mr.  Carrington 
says. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Summey  of  Western 
North  Carolina  conference  lost  his 
hearing  in  1971.  Today  as  conference 
minister  to  the  deaf,  Mr.  Summey  travels 
2,000  miles  a  month  to  preach,  teach  and 
counsel  in  homes  and  hospitals.  The 
Conference  also  provides  a  summer 
camp  program  for  deaf  youth. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LOS  ANGELES  —  What,  you  may  ask, 
would  compel  a  bishop  and  ten  district 
superintendents,  and  their  wives,  to 
plunge  into  15  days  of  grueling  language 
study  in  Mexico? 

“The  reason  for  this  investment  of 
time,”  said  Bishop  Charles  Golden,  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Area,  “is  the  three  million 
Hispanic  people  who  live  here,  but  also,  it 
is  to  deepen  our  sensitivity  to  all  cultural 
groups. 

“We  believe  in  the  validity  of 
pluralism,  with  integrity.  In  a  conference 
as  culturally  diverse  as  Southern  Cali- 
fornia-Arizona,  it  is  important  the  leader¬ 
ship  be  deeply  sensitive  to  the  values  in 
other  cultures,”  he  said. 

Equipping  the  bishop  and  cabinet  with 
the  Spanish  language  is  a  conscious 
strategy,”  said  the  Rev.  Fred  Coots, 
because  of  the  high  concentration  of 
Spanish  speaking  people  in  our  con¬ 
ference  as  well  as  the  long  border  inter¬ 
face  we  have  with  Mexico.”  Mr.  Coots, 
Santa  Ana  district,  is  dean  of  the  cabinet 
in  the  Southern  California-Arizona 
Conference . 

The  Rev.  Robert  Kessler,  Long  Beach 
district,  described  the  experience  as 
“culture  shock”  and  said  this  was  the 
most  profitable  part  in  addition  to  the 
language  study. 

“We  were  tossed  into  another  culture 
and  implanted  there  totally  for  two 
weeks.  It  made  me  more  sensitive  to  how 
people  of  other  cultures  feel  as  they  move 
into  the  United  States.  Congregatiops 
need  to  be  reminded  of  their  rpje  in  ac¬ 
cepting  people  coming  in,  not  only  from 
other  countries,  but  also  from  very 
different  life  styles.” 

That  is  a  common  occurrence  in  this 
culturally  diverse  conference  which  has 
Japanese,  Korean,  Chinese,  Filipino, 
Samoan,  Tongan,  and  even  German 
speaking  congregations  in  addition  to  the 
20  Spanish  speaking  churches. 


Mr.  Coots  said  there  are  nine  different 
languages  spoken  in  Los  Angeles  U.R& 
churches  alone,  where  ethnic  congre¬ 
gations  outnumber  anglo  churches. 

“We  can’t  be  expected  to  learn  all  _pf 
the  nine  languages,”  Mr.  Coots  said,  “but 
it  does  mean  we  will  do  everything 
possible  to  prepare  people  to  work 
bilingually  and  culturally  with  these 
churches.” 

“Symbolically,  it  represents  to  the 
Hispanic  people  that  church  leaders  are 
willing  to  work  at  becoming  better  able  to 
communicate,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Stanley,  Tucson  district. 

He  felt  the  intensive  daily  language 
study  from  8  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at  the 
Instituto  Fenix  de  Cuernavaca  was  the 
most  valuable  part  of  the  experience. 

Participating  in  the  language 
program  also  meant  living  in  middle 
class  Mexican  homes. 

For  some,  it  also  meant  no  hot  watep, 
sharing  one  bathroom  and  towel  with  six 
or  eight  other  persons,  awakening  to 
Cathedral  bells  or  the  gobbling  of  the 
neighborhood  turkey,  eating  Chicharron 
for  breakfast  and  pan  bread  for  suppeF, 
and  walking  four  miles  to  school,  usually 
in  the  rain. 

“Living  with  a  Mexican  family  brought 
to  my  attention  what  it  means  to  survive 
and  make  a  living  in  another  culture,” 
said  Dr.  George  Nishakawa,  Los  Angeles 
district.  "It  would  have  taken  years  on 
my  own  to  understand  Hispanic  life  ant, 
language  in  a  way  this  experience 
provided  in  two  weeks.” 


Wash  That  POLLEN 
Right  Outa  Your  Eyes 

Better  than  any  eye  drop,  LAVOPTJK  washes 
away  itchy  pollen.  Soothes  and  relieves  sore, 
burning,  itching  eyelids;  relaxes  tired  eyes. 
Laboratories  can  count  the  extra  grains 
removed  by  gentle  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash. 
Available  at  leading  drug  countcrs^cvevvwher/ 


c Abingdon 
c Bible 
‘ Handbook 


Don’t  get  bogged  down  in  study  materials — you  only  need 
one  volume!  Become  your  own  interpreter  with  Abingdon 
Bible  Handbook.  Here  is  comprehensive  information 
for  help  in  coming  to  a  mature  understanding  of  the  Bible. 
Not  a  commentary,  Abingdon  Bible  Handbook  is  re¬ 
markably  compact  and  nontechnical.  Yet,  the  text  is 
backed  by  the  career  of  a  distinguished  expert  in  Old  and 
New  Testament  studies.  Dr.  Edward  P.  Blair.  Dr.  Blair 
gave  five  years  of  intense  research,  study,  and  writing 
to  this  handbook.  No  other  handbook  on  the  market  today 
has  such  a  thorough  and  knowledgeable  examination  of 
each  Bible  book  (including  the  Apocrypha).  A  16-page 
color  insert  provides  carefully  chosen  photographs  and  maps  of  Bible  lands. 

Here  is  a  sample  of  what  you  will  find  in  Abingdon  Bible  Handbook: 

"The  Bible  Today" — This  thorough  introduction  to  the  Bible  covers  the  formation 
of  both  Testaments;  offers  a  compact  history  of  the  Hebrew,  Greek,  and 
Latin  Bibles;  plus  in-depth  examinations  of  every  English  version  of  the  Bible 
in  use  today. 

"The  Bible  in  History” — Each  book  is  explained  as  to  title,  contents,  authorship, 
sources,  and  historical  and  religious  background. 

“The  Bible  and  Faith  and  Life" — Fingertip  reference  to  doctrines  pertaining 
to  God,  the  world,  miracles,  salvation,  and  issues  of  utmost  importance  to 
Christian  thought  and  action. 

SPECIAL  Introductory  Price  of  $13.95  through 
December  31,  1975;  $15.95  thereafter. 

at  your  cokesbury  bookstore 

abingdon 

the  book  publishing  department  of 
the  united  methodlst  publishing  house 
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‘Love  China’  covenant  made 

Missioners  gear  up  to  evangelize  Communists 


MANILA  (RNS)  —  Exactly  whose  job 
'  it  is  to  reach  China  with  the  Christian 
message  is  a  question  still  not  answered. 
Brother  Andrew  van  der  Byl  says  it's  the 
job  of  all  believers  regardless  of 
'nationality;  others  say  it's  the  job  of 
Asians;  and  still  others,  that  it’s  the  job 
of  the  Chinese  who  live  outside  Red 
'China. 

Love  China  '75,  the  first  sizable 
Seminar  in  26  years  to  study  the 
evangelization  of  mainland  China, 
convened  here  last  month  with  various 
strategies  to  propose. 

The  Love  China  seminar  was  more 
than  a  discussion  and  more  than  a  con¬ 
vention.  It  was  a  covenant,  more  like  the 
marriage  promise,  “until  death  do  us 
:part.’’  Fifty-five  mission  organizations 
■  and  434  registered  delegates  from  20 
nations  came  together  for  the  “bride  of 
Christ,”  the  church  in  China. 

It  was  a  beginning.  It  was  an  effective 
sharing  of  information,  pooling  resources 
and  planning  a  strategy.  It  was  an  in¬ 
troduction  to  Communist  thought,  a 
study  of  the  underground  church  in  China 
today  and  a  probe  into  the  church  history 
of  the  mainland. 


Attending  Love  China  '75  were  Chinese 
who  had  escaped  recently  and  some  who 
had  come  from  the  early  days  of  Com¬ 
munist  takeover  in  1949,  as  well  as 
missionaries  who  had  spent  half  a 
lifetime  in  China. 

In  one  address  to  the  seminar,  Brother 
Andrew  —  “God's  Smuggler”  of  Bibles 
into  Communist  lands  —  emphasized  that 
the  Word  must  be  preached  to  all  nations, 
including  the  People’s  Republic  of  China. 

Referring  to  his  recent  book,  "The 
Ethics  of  Smuggling,”  published  by 
Tyndale,  Brother  Andrew  noted  that 
country  after  country  has  fallen  behind 
the  Iron  Curtain  yet  the  “great  com¬ 
mission”  has  not  changed. 

“There  is  a  greater  area  behind  the 
Bamboo  Curtain  than  the  Iron  Curtain,” 
he  said,  "and  a  greater  population,  a 
greater  need,  a  greater  challenge.  If  we 
spend  one  cent  per  person  in  mainland 
China  —  we  need  800  million  U.S.  dollars 
right  now.” 

As  in  other  Communist  countries,  two 
churches  are  reported  to  exist  in  Com¬ 
munist  China  —  the  official  church  state 
and  the  underground  church. 


Catholic  bishops  oppose 
women  in  priesthood 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (  RNS)  -  The 
president  of  the  U.  S.  Catholic  bishops, 
-while  affirming  that  “women  are  called 
-today  to  a  greater  leadership  role”  in  the 
-Roman  Catholic  Church,  declared  here 
that  “women  are  not  to  be  ordained  to  the 
priesthood.” 

•  -Archbishop  Joseph  L.  Bernardin  of 
Cincinnati  stated  that  the  church  “will 
-suffer,  indeed  it  will  be  betrayed”  if 
women  are  afforded  only  a  “secondary 
place”  in  the  church’s  life  and  mission. 
But  he  maintained  that  a  “serious 
theological  obstacle  stands  in  the  way  of 
ordaining  women  to  the  priesthood.” 

The  statement  by  the  president  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 
CNCCB)  was  authorized  by  that  body’s 
Administrative  Committee  at  its  Sep¬ 
tember  meeting  and  was  issued  after 
•consultation  with  the  NCCB  Executive 
Committee. 

•,  It  came  following  an  announcement  by 
the  planners  of  a  November  conference 
on  the  ordination  of  women  to  the 
Catholic  priesthood  that  an  “over¬ 
whelming  response”  by  registrants  has 
forced  the  conference  to  larger  quarters. 
The  planners  of  the  conference,  set  for 
Detroit,  also  said  that  more  than  11  per 
cent  of  the  more  than  700  women  already 
•registered  explicitly  stated  that  they  feel 
called  to  the  ordained  ministry. 

1  Noting  that  the  1975  International 


Women’s  Year  (IWY)  has  “served  as  a 
catalyst  for  serious  discussion  and  action 
on  behalf  of  women  within  both  church 
and  society,”  the  archbishop  pointed  out 
that  Pope  Paul  has  acknowledged  that 
the  contemporary  effort  to  promote  the 
advancement  of  women  is  “a  sign  of  the 
times”  and  a  “call  of  the  Spirit.” 

"The  church  owes  women,  both 
religious  and  lay,  its  own  great  debt  of 
gratitude  for  their  commitment  and 
loving  service,”  the  archbishop  said.  “In 
a  special  way  we  must  also  be  grateful  to 
those  who  today  manifest  their  loyalty 
and  love  by  pressing  the  question  of  their 
role  in  the  church.” 

Archbishop  Bernardin  acknowledged 
that  “the  equality  of  women  is  an  ideal” 
not  yet  fully  realized  in  many  fields,  and 
he  indicated  that  the  bishops  must  ad¬ 
dress  seriously  the  question  of  women’s 
roles  in  the  church.  He  called  for 
educational  efforts  to  “make  sure  that 
people  are  truly  convinced  of  women’s 
dignity  and  equality  ...” 

“Women  are  called  today  to  a  greater 
leadership  role  in  the  church ;  their 
contributions  are  needed  in  the  decision¬ 
making  process  at  the  parochial, 
diocesan,  national  and  universal  levels,” 
he  declared. 

The  archbishop  added  that  the  church 
has  become  more  aware  of  the  “variety 
of  ministries  open  to  women.” 


The  “official  church”  is  designed  to 
accommodate  diplomats  and  foreign 
guests  —  and  satisfy  public  curiosity. 

The  underground  church,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  sometimes  a  family  or  a  small 
neighborhood  of  believers  who  come 
together  to  praise  and  worship  Jesus 
Christ.  They  use  handwritten  hymn 
sheets  and  a  few  memorized  scriptures. 
If  they  are  arrested  and  do  not  denounce 
their  faith,  they  may  be  imprisoned. 

The  anti-Christian  movement  hap¬ 
pened  as  a  by-product  of  nationalism, 
according  to  Dr.  Theodore  Marr,  director 
of  the  China  Graduate  School  of  Theology 
Research  Center  in  Hong  Kong.  “The 
theoretical  position  of  Communism  is 
that  religion  will  die  out.  Our  own 
theoretical  position  is  that  man  needs 
God.” 

One  of  the  primary  objectives  of  the 
Manila  seminar  was  to  evoke  prayer 
support  among  Christians  throughout  the 
world.  “Talk  to  God  about  China  before 
you  talk  to  China  about  God,”  it  was 
challenged. 

A  general  concensus  among  the  non- 
Chinese  involved  in  the  program  here 
was  that  somewhere  they  had  failed. 
Arnold  Lea,  who  spent  45  years  in  China, 
said,  “One  mistake  we  made  was  that  we 
didn’t  challenge  the  Chinese  Christians  to 
go  out  as  missionaries.  We  were  too  busy 
with  the  affairs  of  the  local  church.” 
What  then  is  the  greatest  need  of  the 
.  church  in  China  today?  How  can  fellow- 
Christians  really  help  them? 

Bibles.  That  was  the  cry  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  “get  them  Bibles.” 

“A  tiny,  tiny  girl  showed  up  in  my 
office  the  other  day,”  said  Dr.  Marr. 
“She  was  17  years  old.  She  looked  10.  She 
had  spent  nine  days  walking  through 
China  at  night  and  hiding  in  the  day.  One 
night  she  came  to  the  shore.  She  jumped 
in  the  ocean  and  swam  for  almost  nine 
hours  to  Hong  Kong.  She  came  to  my 
office  to  tell  me  she  had  found  Jesus 
inside  China.  I  gave  her  a  Bible  in  her 
language.  Her  face  lit  up  like  an  angel.  It 
was  in  her  format,  her  style,  her  words. 
She  held  the  Bible  and  cried  like  a  baby. 
‘I  am  willing  to  swim  back,’  she  said,  ‘to 
take  this  precious  book  to  the  Christians 
where  I  came  from.’ 

“Who  will  go  for  me?  Here  am  I.  Send 
me,”  he  quoted  from  Isaiah. 

Already,  follow-up  seminars  on  China 
are  cropping  up  among  different  church 
groups,  uniting  in  prayer  and  fasting  for 
the  church  in  China. 


f 


Lon-  (  hint!  conference  ilrnics  20  nations 

the  first  sizable  seminar  in  26  the  prayer  over  there  where  the  answer  is  needed. 

The  Rev.  Horace  Williams,  a  former  missionary  to  mainland 
China,  used  this  cartoon  [right]  to  suggest  that  the  missionary 
is  finished  in  the  race  to  evangelize  China.  The  Asian  himself  is 
taking  up  the  stick  from  now  on  to  spread  the  Gospel  in  China, 
he  said.  One  mistake  made  in  China,  many  speakers  at  the 
conference  noted,  was  in  failing  to  challenge  the  Chinese 
Christians  to  go  out  as  missionaries  among  their  own  people. 
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MANILA  —  Love  China  '75 
years  to  study  the  evangelization  of  mainland  China,  saw  55 
mission  organizations  represented  by  434  registered  delegates 
from  20  nations  come  together  in  Manila. 

Brother  Andrew  [left],  the  founder  and  president  ofOpen 
Doors  International  in  Holland  who  has  gained  fame  as  God  s 
Smuggler”  of  Bibles  to  Communist  countries,  prays  for  the 
suffering  church  inside  China.  We  may  not  see  the  answer  to 
our  prayers,  he  said,  but  God  honors  His  Word  —  He  answers 

Conflict  dominates  early  70’s 


Generation  seeks  deliverance 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Appeals  for  deliverance,  in  both  the 
spiritual  and  material  senses,  dominated 
religion  in  the  first  half  of  the  1970s. 

The  petitions  took  many  forms, 
stressing  differing  kinds  of  captivity  and 
offered  sometimes  overlapping  or 
conflicting  definitions  of  sin  and 
salvation. 

Many  women  and  the  poor,  at  home 
and  abroad,  waged  a  religious  campaign 
against  “oppressive”  social,  economic 
and  ecclesiastical  systems. 

Free  us  from  the  liberators,  many 
cried  as  revolutionary  proposals  held 
over  from  the  1960s  faded  to  produce 
social  or  spiritual  Nirvana.  Free  us  from 
theological  fads,  others  said.  The  cap¬ 
tivity  of  religion  and  culture  to  the  status- 
quo  was  protested;  the  captivity  of 
religion  and  culture  to  change-makers 
denounced. 

“Jesus  People,”  charismatics  and 
Western  devotees  of  Eastern  faiths 
sought  deliverance  from  what  they 
considered  the  stale  spirituality  of 
traditional  ways.  Many  American 
denominations  looked  for  ways  to  halt 
their  declining  membership. 

Deliverance  was  sought  from  war  and 
threat  of  war  in  the  Middle  East,  hunger 
in  Bangladesh,  racism  in  southern  Africa 


Counselor  gives  witnessing 
new  name:  ^Spirituotherapy’ 


i Nun  declines  WCC  post 9 

> 

blames  Catholic  sexism 


>.  CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  A  Roman  Catholic 
Hjdun  invited  to  serve  as  an  adviser  on 
Women’s  affairs  at  the  Assembly  of  the 
JJVorld  Council  of  Churches  in  Nairobi, 
Stenya,  next  November,  has  declined 
$>ecause  of  what  she  described  as  “sex 
discrimination”  by  the  Catholic  Church. 

Sister  Margaret  Ellen  Traxler, 
d.S.N.D.,  director  of  the  Institute  of 
f3jVomen  Today,  a  Chicago-based  in- 
<berreligious  organization,  said  she  was 
\mvited  by  the  WCC  to  take  part  in  the 
^assembly  which  will  include  sessions  that 
rFocus  largely  on  women. 

In  a  letter  to  the  WCC,  Sister  Traxler 
\$aid,  “I  must  decline  because  as  a 
&oman  Catholic  I  must  ask  myself  how  I 
vian  be  ‘adviser  on  women’s  affairs’  when 
*$hy  own  church  does  not  even  grant 
♦fciinor  orders  voice  or  vote  in  any  key 
^decision-making  body. 

“How  can  I  advise  women  of  other 
faiths  who  have  worked  with  zeal  and 
'Increasing  success  to  open  their  churches 
'to  what  is  obviously  the  manner  of  Jesus 
Christ  .  .  .  seen  in  His  acceptance  of 
•tfvomen  in  the  fullness  of  ministry  and  in 
Sjftis  direct  instruction  of  women  to  tell  the 
Jfjood  News? 

“Yet,  the  church  which  I  love  and 
<$erve  continues  to  deny  women  even 
ioken  place  in  decision-making,”  she 
&dded. 

%  She  said  in  her  letter  to  the  WCC  that  no 
•'fvoman  serves  on  the  recent  Roman 
-Catholic  Commission  for  the  Revision  of 
;!§anon  Law  at  the  Vatican.  Yet,  she  said, 
I*  that  law  will  rule  the  lives  of  women  for 
•ijiany  years  to  come"  in  the  church. 

%ill  believe  that  continued  dis¬ 
crimination  against  women  by  organized 
Religion  will  empty  our  churches  because 
•Vounger  women  will  not  abide  in  any 
^Jiurch  which  denies  them  the  fullness  of 
^tes  and  presence  within  the  wor¬ 
shipping  body.” 

u;  Declaring  that  she  grieves  for  the 
Shurch  founded  by  Christ  as  a  "life- 
giving  church,”  Sister  Traxler  said 
Christ  “wished  that  all,  both  men  and 
tyomen  might  have  life  and  have  it  more 
Abundantly,  but  men  have  institu¬ 
tionalized  the  Church  of  Jesus  and  made 
A  a  male  bureaucracy  which  stifles  the 
ijfe  and  grace  of  its  members. 

*1  “My  prayer  is  that  my  church  in  which 
am  living  and  working  and  to  which  I 
Swill  always  be  faithful  will  follow  the 
tjeadership  of  the  World  Council  of 
tfhurches  by  giving  full  membership  to 
tjvomen  in  orders  and  all  decision-making 
Revels,”  she  said.  “This  would  be 
Reaching  as  Jesus  taught.  This  would  be 
ministry  as  Jesus  ministered.” 

XThe  nun  commended  the  WCC  for  its 
‘own  actions  to  increase  participation  of 

women  by  more  than  doubling  the  per¬ 


centage  of  women  delegates  between  its 
last  assembly  and  the  forthcoming 
meeting,  Nov.  22  to  Dec.  10. 

Currently  involved  in  searching  out  the 
religious  and  historical  roots  of  women’s 
role  in  organized  religion,  Sister  Traxler 
has  long  been  engaged  in  social  action 
and  feminist  causes.  She  was  a  founder  of 
the  National  Coalition  of  American  Nuns 
(NCAN)  and  former  executive  director 
of  the  National  Catholic  Conference  for 
Interracial  Justice  (NCCIJ). 


DENVER  (RNS)  —  When  Dr.  Charles 
R.  Solomon  counsels  persons  on 
emotional  problems,  he  doesn’t  call  it 
psychology.  His  term  is  “spirituo- 
therapy.” 

“All  we’re  really  doing  is  witnessing  to 
Christians  about  Christ,”  he  says. 

“Psychiatrists  work  with  the  mind,  the 
emotion,  and  the  will,  but  God  says  the 
self  has  to  be  crucified,  so  that  after  a 
person  has  had  psychotherapy,  the 
problems  will  return,”  Dr.  Solomon  says. 

“God  revealed  a  truth  to  me  when  he 
pointed  out  that  in  Galatians  it  says,  ‘I 
am  crucified  with  Christ.’  We  try  to  help 
people  understand  how  Christ  must  be  in 
their  lives.  Most  Christians  don’t  un¬ 
derstand  how  Christ  can  meet  their 
needs.” 

He  said  this  type  of  counseling  leads 
the  unsaved  person  to  the  church  and  the 
Christian  to  the  cross.  “The  Holy  Spirit 


America's  first  woman  religious  leader 

Anne  Hutchinson  preaches  in  her  Boston  home,  a  practice  which  gained  her  fame 
and  ultimate  banishment  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  The  first  woman 
religious  leader  in  the  colonies,  Mrs.  Hutchinson  emigrated  to  Massachusetts  in  1634 
with  her  husband  and  family.  There  she  began  informal  evening  meetings  in  her 
home  and  her  brilliant  mind  and  kindness  won  admiration  and  a  following.  These 
discussions  gave  scope  to  Puritan  teachings,  but  her  espousal  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  as  opposed  to  the  covenant  of  work  -  the  belief  that  faith  alone  was  necessary 
to  salvation  —  caused  Puritan  leaders,  who  had  been  her  friends,  to  view  her  as  a 
heretic. 

She  defied  the  leaders  and  was  tried  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  and  was 
sentenced  in  1637  to  banishment  for  “traducing  the  ministers."  Then  her  church, 
sitting  as  an  ecclesiastical  court,  excommunicated  her. 

In  1642,  Mrs.  Hutchinson  moved  to  Long  Island  and  then  to  what  is  now  Pelham 
Bay  Park  in  New  York  City.  There  she  and  all  other  members  of  her  family  but  one 
were  killed  by  Indians.  Three  hundred  years  later,  the  colonial  act  of  banishment 
was  repealed  by  a  special  act  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature. 
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rewards  this  in  the  person’s  spirit.” 

“We  expect  people  to  bottom  out  and 
then  ‘let  the  Lord  do  it.’  ”  They  have  to 
come  to  the  end  of  their  selves  and  have 
to  lose  control  and  then  God  can  erase  the 
mental  and  emotional  symptoms,”  Dr. 
Solomon  declares. 

He  believes  that  “psychology  doesn't 
have  the  answers,  though  it  does  have 
some  understandings.  Some  people  have 
been  psychoanalyzed  for  25  years  and 
they  gradually  get  worse.  God  meets  a 
person’s  needs  almost  instantly.  I  usually 
see  patients  from  three  to  five  times.” 

He  has  seen,  he  estimates,  between 
2,000  and  3,000  persons.  “I  don’t  believe 
all  of  them  are  leading  a  spiritual  life; 
there  is  always  some  regression. 
Sometimes  they  feel  a  great  victory  and 
then  they  begin  trying  to  handle  it 
themselves.” 

To  help  ministers  understand  his 
program,  Dr.  Solomon  conducts  in¬ 
stitutes  for  them.  “We  use  the  word  of 
God  for  counseling.  Pastors  have  given 
up  their  right  to  counsel  by  default,  and 
they’re  sending  their  people  to 
psychologists.  Bible  colleges  don’t  teach 
students  how  to  deal  with  deeply 
disturbed  persons.” 

Mother  Teresa: 
love  motivates 
service  of  poor 

BOMBAY  (RNS)  —  Mother  Teresa  of 
Calcutta  founder  of  the  Missionaries  of 
Charity,  a  religious  congregation 
devoted  to  service  of  the  poor  and 
destitute  the  world  over,  said  here  that 
“deep  and  compassionate  love”  was  the 
motivating  force  behind  the  organi¬ 
zation’s  efforts. 

The  64-year-old  Albanian-born  nun, 
who  founded  the  Missionaries  of  Charity 
in  1950  to  work  among  the  “poorest  of  the 
poor”  in  Calcutta,  was  in  Bombay  re¬ 
cently  to  visit  her  society’s  centers  for 
the  destitute. 

Since  1950,  Mother  Teresa’s  sari-clad 
sisters,  now  numbering  some  7,000,  have 
established  over  50  centers  throughout 
India  and  in  many  countries  throughout 
the  world,  including  the  U.S. 

Asked  whether  she  had  ever  faced 
opposition  from  groups  of  other  religious 
traditions,  Mother  Teresa  said  there  was 
“some  resentment”  among  certain 
Hindu  people  in  the  early  days  of  her 
work  in  Calcutta.  “Apart  from  this,”  she 
said,  “there  has  been  no  opposition 
whatever." 

On  joining  the  Missionaries  of  Charity, 
sisters  take  a  special  vow:  "I  want  a  life 
of  poverty,  prayer,  and  sacrifice  that  will 
lead  me  to  the  service  of  people,”  Mother 
Teresa  explained. 

A  Nobel  Peace  Prize  nominee,  Mother 
Teresa  was  a  member  of  the  Vatican 
delegation  to  the  International  Women's 
Year  Conference  at  Mexico  City,  last 
June. 


and  public  corruption  in  the  U.S. 

At  virtually  every  point,  in  the  past 
half -decade,  deliverance  was  a  theme. 
Deliverance  was  sought,  offered, 
proposed  or  lost. 

The  1970s  opened  with  the  anti-war 
movement  trying  to  deliver  the  U.S.  from 
Vietnam  by  public  demonstrations  (it 
was  the  year  of  Kent  State).  As  the  end  of 
1975  approaches,  the  last  of  130,000 
Indochinese  refugees  are  being  resettled 
in  America. 

Five  years  ago,  Pope  Paul  traveled  to 
the  Far  East  where,  among  other  things, 
he  emphasized  the  importance  of  the 
church  in  development  efforts  aimed  at 
freeing  Asians,  Africans  and  Latin 
Americans  from  poverty.  In  the  U.S., 
many  churches  launched  funds  for 
development  in  the  decade’s  opening 
months. 

Concern  for  “liberation”  mushroomed 
in  1973-74.  The  theme  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  Fifth  Assembly,  set 
for  Nov.  23  to  Dec.  10  in  Kenya,  is  “Jesus 
Christ  Frees  and  Unites.”  Christian 
theology  by  mid-decade  was  embroiled  in 
controversy  over  the  use  of  "liberation” 
as  a  term  to  describe  salvation. 

In  several  decisions  between  1970  and 
1975,  the  Supreme  Court  upset  many 
state  plans  to  aid  parochial  and  private 
schools.  Meanwhile,  many  church- 
related  colleged  in  the  U.S.  found 
themselves  needing  deliverance  from 
budget  overruns  and  competition  from 
low-tuition  state  institutions. 

The  drive  to  establish  the  rights  of 
women  priests  within  the  Anglican 
Communion  is  one  of  the  most  dramatic 
examples  over  the  past  five  years  of 
“liberation”  ideology  contending  with 
ecclesiastical  tradition. 

In  both  1974  and  1975,  the  news  was 
filled  with  the  “irregular”  priestly  or¬ 
dinations  of,  first,  11  and  then  four 
Episcopal  women.  The  three  retired 
prelates  who  performed  the  initial  or¬ 
dinations  were  eventually  (September 
1975)  censured  by  the  Church’s  House  of 
Bishops  and  the  bishop  involved  in  the 
second  event  was  rebuked. 

So  sensitive  was  the  issue  of  women 
priests  among  the  Anglicans,  and 
ecumenical  relations  were  involved  in 
that  sensitivity,  that  the  Church  of 
England  and  the  Anglican  Church  of 
Canada  approved  the  idea  of  women 
priests  without  making  provisions  for 
specific  ordinations. 

Religious  groups  played  major  roles  in 
efforts  to  mobilize  resources  against 
hunger,  environmental  exploitation  and 
political  repression.  Soviet  Jews,  black 
majorities  in  white  ruled  areas  of 
southern  Africa,  Christian  dissenters  to 
South  Korea’s  government,  American 
Indians  and  farm  workers  were  among 
those  designated  for  priority  attention  by 
various  groups. 

The  1973  Yom  Kippur  war  in  the  Middle 
East  delayed  the  deliverance  of  that 
troubled  area  from  national  and  ethnic 
tensions,  and  as  1975  draws  to  a  close 
Catholic  and  Protestant  sides  in  Nor¬ 
thern  Ireland  still  hold  back  from  a 
settlement.  Cyprus  remains  in  political 
turmoil  as  the  result  of  a  1974  Turkish 
invasion. 


An  international  gathering  of 
evangelicals  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland 
last  year  seemed  to  close  part  of  the  gap 
between  supporters  of  Christian  social 
action  and  those  who  emphasize  personal 
faith.  A  group  of  “young  evangelicals”  in 
the  U.S.  were  also  working  to  balance  the 
two  sides  of  the  activist-evangelist 
division. 

“Gay”  (homosexual)  liberation 
became  an  openly-considered  topic, 
sparking  positive  and  negative 
responses,  in  American  Christianity 
between  1970  and  1975.  The  issue  of  or¬ 
daining  admitted  homosexuals  was  hotly 
debated  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  one  regional  association  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  ordained  a 
professed  “gay”  male. 

Deliverance  was  much  on  the  minds  of 
both  sides  in  the  dispute  which  has 
divided  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri 
Synod  since  1971.  Set  off  by  disagreement 
between  conservatives  and  moderates 
over  biblical  interpretation  and  doctrinal 
standards,  the  conflict  came  to  a  head  at 
the  denomination’s  1975  convention,  with 
conservatives  winning  the  day. 
Moderates  began  to  lay  plans  for  what 
could  become  a  separate  church. 

Across  the  earth,  in  many  languages 
and  with  the  “beast”  described  in 
countless  ways,  the  first  half-decade  of 
the  1970s  recalled  an  old  prayer: 

From  ghoulies  and  ghosties, 
Long-legged  be  as  ties 
And  things  that  go  bump  in  the  night, 
Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

New  Barclay 
commentary  on 
N.T.  released 

GLASGOW  (RNS)  —  A  new  edition  of 
Dr.  William  Barclay’s  world-famous 
New  Testament  commentary,  “The 
Daily  Study  Bible,”  has  been  launched  by 
Saint  Andrew  Press,  publishing  house  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland  (Presbyterian). 

In  its  original  edition,  begun  in  1954,  the 
Daily  Study  Bible  sold  more  than  five 
million  copies  in  English,  and  was 
translated  in  full  into  German,  Spanish 
and  Japanese.  Selected  volumes  were 
also  translated  into  Arabic,  Hindi, 
Korean  and  Chinese. 

Dr.  Barclay,  formerly  professor  of 
Divinity  and  Biblical  Criticism  in  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  has  earned  in¬ 
ternational  renown  —  not  only  through 
his  books,  articles,  lectures  and  cassette 
recordings,  but  also  through  his  ap¬ 
pearances  on  radio  and  TV. 

With  his  approval,  the  commentary  in 
the  new  edition  has  been  revised  and 
updated  by  the  Rev.  James  Martin  of 
Glasgow,  convener  of  the  Saint  Andrew 
Press  sub-committee  of  the  church’s 
Committee  on  Publications. 

The  new  edition  will  run  to  nearly  5,000 
pages  in  17  volumes,  beginning  with  the 
Gospels,  three  of  which  were  published 
recently.  The  Fourth  Gospel,  John,  was 
released  August  18.  The  remaining  books 
of  the  New  Testament  will  be  issued  later 
this  year  and  in  1976. 


Sisters  defend  Sun  Myung  Moon  sect 

NEW  YORK  —  Josette,  Jaime  and  Vicki  Sheeran  [left  to  right],  daughters  of  New 
Jersey  State  Insurance  Commissioner  James  Sheeran.  defend  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung 
Moon’s  Unification  Church  during  a  news  session  at  the  sect’s  headquarters  here. 
Mr.  Sheeran  has  accused  the  sect  of  brainwashing  his  daughters  and  has  charged 
that  the  young  women  “have  suffered  strong  personality  changes"  since  joining  the 
Unification  Church. 

The  sisters  said  that  their  parents  [inset  photo  at  right]  were  influenced  by 
enemies  of  the  sect  and  expressed  fear  that  they  might  be  kidnapped  by  their 
parents.  Denying  that  they  were  brainwashed,  the  young  women  vowed  to  continue 
their  relationship  with  the  Unification  Church.  religious  news  service  photo 
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“Something  Of  Lasting  Value ” 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home  is  a  residential  care  center  for  boys  and 
girls  who  are  between  the  ages  of  6  through  17  at  the  time  of  admission. 

The  Children’s  Home  strives  to  offer  such  services  for  the  welfare  of  children  and 
parents  as  may  effectively  and  adequately  be  provided  within  the  scope  and  function 
of  a  private,  church  related  child  caring  agency.  Broadly  stated,  our  purpose  is  to 
begin  with  the  child’s  initial  level  of  development  and,  using  every  available 
resource,  to  raise  that  level  according  to  the  child’s  potential. 

Another  consideration  is  that  children  should  be  permitted  to  retain  and  develop, 
with  controls,  their  own  personal  realistic  values.  The  Staff  should  take  precaution 
to  avoid  setting  goals  for  the  children  which  are  too  high  or  unrealistic,  and  it  should 
also  help  children  set  realistic  goals  for  themselves. 

The  Agency’s  responsibility  is  to  help  the  child  reach  a  realistic  goal  which  has 
been  established  by  the  child,  the  family,  and  the  Agency.  Ideally,  the  Agency 
should  be  able  to  internalize  within  the  child  a  feeling  of  worth,  a  utilization  of  his 
potential,  a  feeling  of  hope,  and  a  means  of  achieving  success.  It  is  imperative  that 
the  Agency  accept  the  child’s  family  and  help  the  child  realize  his  family’s  strengths 
and  weaknesses.  At  the  same  time,  when  possible,  the  total  family  should  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  be  involved  in  all  of  the  planning  for  the  child.  An  agency  should  avoid 
manifesting  itself  as  a  threat  to  a  family  and  as  a  ‘kidnapper’  of  its  child. 

The  agency  should  provide  multiple  opportunities  to  enable  the  child  to  establish 
meaningful  relationships  and  a  feeling  of  success  which  will  enhance  his  self-image. 
For  example,  choices  should  be  made  available  to  the  child  for  developing  an  in¬ 
terest  in  sports,  music,  art,  dancing,  writing,  etc.  The  child  should  also  have  the 
right  to  fail,  while  the  agency  cultivates  an  atmosphere  of  security  wherein  the  child 
can  grow  and  learn  from  his  mistakes. 

The  agency  should  permit  the  child  the  freedom  to  learn,  grow,  and  experiment, 
thus  encouraging  self-determination  and  self-control  and  a  strong  ego.  The  agency 
should  help  the  child  to  make  a  realistic  assessment  of  himself  and  the  world  out¬ 
side. 

While  careful  preparation  should  have  been  made  for  the  child’s  placement 
careful  consideration  and  preparation  should  also  be  given  to  his  discharge.  The 


Help!  Please! 

Postage  is  going  up,  we  are  told.  We  want  to  make  every  stamp  count  and  go 
where  it  is  destined.  But  too  often,  we  are  not  given  a  sufficient  address  to  send 
our  Memorial  letters.  Thus  causing  them  to  be  returned  to  us.  This  is  costly  to 
us,  but  more  important  than  that,  the  family  for  whom  the  letter  is  intended, 
has  not  received  the  correspondence.  We  make  every  effort  to  get  the  address, 
but  sometimes  it  is  impossible  to  do  so.  PLEASE  BE  SURE  to  have  a  Street  and 
number  or  a  Rural  Route  and  Box  number  on  your  Memorials  when  they  are 
sent  to  us.  We  are  COUNTING  on  YOU  to  help  us. 


agency  should  have  provided  the  child  with  the  basic  tools  for  living  such  as  spiritual 
values,  social  relationships,  and  educational  and  vocational  training. 

Through  its  total  relationship  with  the  child  and  his  family,  the  agency  should 
have  given  the  child,  upon  his  discharge,  something  of  lasting  value. 


The  fishing  was  fine  all  Summer!! 


Staff  Needed 


There  are  full-time  positions  for  Child 
Care  Houseparents  to  replace  retiring 
workers.  Married  Couples  with  no 
dependents  preferred.  Progressive 
salary  arrangement.  In  addition  to 
salary,  meals,  living  quarters,  laundry 
service,  sick  leave,  vacation  and  time  off 


provided.  Also  health  insurance  and  re¬ 
tirement  program  available.  Applicants 
are  to  contact  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  P.  0.  Drawer  H, 
Ruston,  La.  71270  or  phone  Area  Code 
(318)  225-5020.  Detailed  information  will 
be  made  available  to  applicants. 


Memorials 

September  1975 

In  Memory  of  Kenneth  J.  Johnson,  given  by  Maridene  Hearn 
In  Memory  of  Bill  Bell,  given  by  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Women 
In  Memory  of  Charlie  Dawkins,  given  by  Mrs.  Ray  Whitehead 
In  Memory  of  Curtis  M.  Carmack,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Brinkman 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Walton  Emmett  Hull,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  K.  West 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Bevill,  given  by  Springhill  United  Methodist 
Church 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  John  Geick,  given  by  Mrs.  L.  D.  McGehee 
In  Memory  of  J.  C.  Tippett,  given  by  Mrs.  D.  E.  Allred 
In  Memory  of  Col.  Edward  Cooper,  given  by  Louise  T.  Norris 
In  Memory  of  J.  G.  Kilpatrick,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  C.  Ewing,  Randy  & 
Rosemary  Ewing 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Virginia  Line,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  C.  Jackson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Fred  Clay,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Hyans 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Allen  S.  Couvillion,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  D.  Kendrick 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  M.  M.  Gholston,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  O.  Valentine 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Cora  Beadle,  given  by  Mrs.  Paul  Beraud 
In  Memory  of  O.  W.  Foster,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  N.  L.  McConnell 
In  Memory  of  Mildred  P.  Holland,  given  by  Mrs.  Ellie  M.  Butler 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Baker,  given  by  Mrs.  I.  M.  Baker 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Bernard  Byargeon,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Godfrey 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mildred  P.  Holland,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Godfrey 
In  Memory  of  Howard  A.  Kline,  given  by  Krotz  Springs  United  Methodist  Church 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Ward,  given  by  Maydele  Whitman 
In  Memory  of  A.  D.  Matthews,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  E.  Wilburn 
In  Memory  of  John  Clyde  Tomlinson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  G.  Edwards 
In  Memory  of  Leo  W.  Denton,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Grady  Cofferman 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Saleta  Thomas,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Willis 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Larry  Dickson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Victor  Love 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  B.  O.  Taylor,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Victor  Love 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Robert  R.  Greer,  given  by  Roy  E.  Hyde 
In  Memory  of  Eric  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgar  Broussard  &  Lance 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mildred  Evans,  given  by  Mrs.  0.  G.  Williamson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  T.  Lay,  given  by  the  Junior  Sunday  School  Class, 
Grand  River  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sallie  Glolston,  given  by  McGowen  Methodist  Sunday  School, 
Jeanerette 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mildred  Holland,  given  by  Eloise  Sc  Quitman  Robinson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Marion  Bubenzer,  given  by  Miss  Rosa  Bell  McDonald 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  F.  M.  Freeman,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  C.  Leisk 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  S.  Goff,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  C.  Leisk 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Johnny  Ray  West,  given  by  Mrs.  G.  E.  Erskine 
In  Memory  of  Lela  Mae  Jester  Tiede,  given  by  Anna  Jester 
In  Memory  of  David  Oliver,  Jr.,  given  by  Rodney  Guidry 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mildred  Holland,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Windham 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Lane,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Thompson,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Dan  Stokes,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Staurt  Provost 
In  Memory  of  Joe  Hanberry,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  Snider 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carl  Simmons,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  E.  Snider 
In  Memory  of  Joe  Hanberry,  given  by  J.  M.  Hanberry,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  H.  Mack,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  L.  Mack 
In  Memory  of  Thomas  Hyatt,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Kent 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Savage,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  E.  H.  Thomas 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Louis  Hess,  given  by  Mrs.  Vernon  R.  Thompson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Imogene  Bailey,  given  by  Mrs.  Vernon  R.  Thompson 
In  Memory  of  J.  Granville  Kilpatrick,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  Hearne  & 
Maridene 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Alvin  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  W.  B.  Jackson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Raiford,  Sr.,  given  by  Myrtle  E.  Oliphant 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Harvey  E.  Morrow,  given  by  Mrs.  Helen  S.  Morrow 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Iver  Walker  Peters,  given  by  the  Dodson  United  Methodist 
Church 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Jack  M.  Brooks,  given  by  Mrs.  Lula  B.  Humphries 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dave  Patterson,  given  by  Mrs.  Vonceil  G.  Keikel 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Emily  Harvey,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Donald  K.  Murray 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Brumfield,  given  by  Virginia,  Scheen,  Mary  Sc  DeWitt 
Henry 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Julian  Hoffpauir,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Martin  Wagnon 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  A.  B.  Houck 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Anderson,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Jones 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otis  Welch 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Grady  Saulters  Sc  Mrs.  G. 
T.  Dawson 

In  Memory  of  C.  B.  Hanna,  given  by  Mrs.  K.  G.  Sockrider 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Opal  Dobson,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  R.  F.  Hamner 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Henry  Hall,  given  by  Lora  &  Frank  Robinson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Kenworthy,  given  by  Lora  &  Frank  Robinson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clarence  Falulk,  given  by  McGowen  Memorial  UM  Sunday 
School 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Roy  Jackson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  N.  E.  Thames  &  Mrs.  Leah 
Welch 

In  Memory  of  Louise  Rutt’s  Mother,  given  by  Gladys  &  Ella  B.  Young 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ida  Hoagland,  given  by  Mrs.  Gasway  German 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  C.  Small,  given  by  Mrs.  Gasway  German 
In  Memory  of  John  B.  Redditt,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hazel  McDonald,  given  by  Hazle  K.  Mott  &  Family 


In  Memory  of  Denison  Stahl,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Velle  Perryman 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Pearson,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Talmadge  G.  Evans 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carol  Harris,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  T.  E.  Harris 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  B.  Redditt,  given  by  Ed  &  Dorothy  McDonald 
In  Memory  of  Rural  Woods,  given  by  Members  of  the  Antioch  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Phillips,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  Pipes,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Hazel  McDonald,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  Pipes,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Samuel  Wm.  Conger,  given  by  Ethel  L.  Conger 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Iver  W.  Peters,  given  by  Morelle  Emmons 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lorraine  Doughty,  given  by  Miss  Ethie  Vernon,  Mrs.  Helen 
Rector,  Mrs.  Walter  Vernon 

In  Memory  of  Granville  Kilpatrick,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Johnnie  Walsworth 
In  Memory  of  Granville  Kilpatrick,  given  by  Keith  Sc  Helen  Yeager 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bess  Fear,  given  by  Floyd  &  Ora  Belle  Compton 
In  Memory  of  J.  C.  Borman,  given  by  Floyd  Sc  Ora  Belle  Compton 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Eloise  Falkenheimer,  given  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Hoge  Sc  David 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Euna  Gray,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Philip  Smith 
In  Memory  of  Raymond  Palmer,  Sr.,  given  by  Sherry  Bergeron 
In  Memory  of  Marion  Christian  Bubenzer,  given  by  Mrs.  John  T.  Bundrick 
In  Memory  of  William  Hamm,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Doyle  0.  Moore 
In  Memory  of  Q.  A.  Henry,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  H.  Kilpatrick 
In  Memory  of  Earnest  Arnold,  Jr.,  given  by  Doris  Sc  Wayne  Forbes 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ben  Henry,  given  by  Frances  Lanier  S.  S.  Class,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria 

In  Memory  of  S.  M.  Fowler,  given  by  Mrs.  Vona  P.  Voss 
In  Memory  of  Wm.  J.  M.  Tilley,  given  by  by  Paul  &  Annie  B.  Durbin 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elsa  Ates,  given  by  Mrs.  Eula  Pickens 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Raymond  Hopkins,  given  by  Frances  Lanier  Class,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria 

In  Memory  of  Leon  Lush,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Southerland 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  R.  H.  Vaughan;  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  Liner 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  S.  Goff,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  S.  Reily 
In  Memory  of  Terry  Devine,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  E.  Drumm 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mildred  P.  Holland,  given  by  Alice  B.  Walter 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Stewart,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  R.  Chadick 
In  Memory  of  Granville  Kilpatrick,  given  by  Dorothy  Fraiser 
In  Memory  of  Carrie  E.  Walters,  given  by  Odessa  W.  Simmons 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clyde  Berry,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lonnie  Austin 
In  Memory  of  Bruce  Larson,  given  by  the  Young  Adult  Class,  First  UMC,  Winn- 
field 

In  Memory  of  Ollie  Wayne  Foster,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Price 
In  Memory  of  W.  H.  McVickers,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Price 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clyde  A.  Turner,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hester 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Susie  W.  Ordonez,  given  by  Nesom  Memorial  UMC,  Tickfaw 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Johnnie  West,  given  by  Don  &  Maggie  Bickham 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mildred  Evans,  given  by  Krotz  Springs  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mildred  Evans,  given  by  Mrs.  Lena  Williamson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Alice  F.  Wagner,  given  by  Krotz  Springs  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jessie  Artigue,  given  by  Krotz  Springs  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Carl  M.  Cutrer,  given  by  Mrs.  Carl  Cutrer 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Larry  Dickson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bosie  Sanson 
In  Memory  of  C.  R.  Womack,  Sr.,  given  by  Winnie  &  Dutch  Smart 
In  Memory  of  Eric  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  A.  Berry 
In  Memory  of  Clyde  Walker,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  0.  E.  Douglas 
In  Memory  of  Eric  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Martin  Wagnon 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mildred  P.  Holland,  given  by  Miss  Mary  Minta  Moore 
In  Memory  of  Eva  H.  Cunningham,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Schallhorn 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mildred  Holland,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  Williamson 
In  Memory  of  General  Leon  Livingston,  given  by  Mrs.  Philip  A.  Wilbert 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Truman  James,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Jack  Grace,  Sr. 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  T.  0.  Rorie,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  A.  Crowder 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  L.  E.  McCullough,  given  by  the  Dudley  Kemper  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Vernon  Sayers,  given  by  The  Dudley  Kemper  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Gary  Schmitz,  given  by  the  Dudley  Kemper  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  Dowell,  given  by  the  Dudley  Kemper  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joseph  Chapman,  given  by  the  Dudley  Kemper  Family 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  M.  Ragan  Green,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Grady  Kelly 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  James  G.  Hebert,  given  by  Aline  Patrick 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Madison  Butler,  given  by  Mrs.  Jessie  B.  Walker 
In  Memory  of  Col.  Ed  Cooper,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  J.  L.  Harrell 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Horace  C.  Lane,  given  by  Davis  and  Anna  Mae  Cotton 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Claude  Katchner,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  L.  Cabral 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ida  Hoagland,  given  by  United  Methodist  Women,  Many  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Stodghill  Girard,  given  by  Mr.  G.  Aubrey  Boyd 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Frank  Winstead,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  N.  A.  Wiggers 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  C.  Fowler,  given  by  Mrs.  M.  J.  Haynes 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Rebecca  D.  Turnipseed,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  M.  Ellis 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Frank  Winstead,  given  by  Mrs.  Betty  Sc  Miss  Dorothy  Chase 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  LeRoy  Connell,  given  by  Mrs.  Lee  McIntyre 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  D.  B.  Doyle,  given  by  James  E.  Wyche,  III 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Earle  Greer,  given  by  Mrs.  Hazel  Young 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Earle  Greer,  given  by  Mrs.  Una  Tanner 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Earle  Greer,  given  by  Maime  Pitman 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Wood,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Burton  L.  Crow,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Frank  Goss,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cecil  Read 
In  Memory  of  Dell  S.  Durand,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  L.  Durand,  Sr. 
In  Memory  of  R.  P.  Aust,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Hudson 

In  Memory  of  William  H.  Booth,  given  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  Williams 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bessie  P.  Harvey,  given  by  Ed  &  Dorothy  McDonald 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Fowler,  given  by  Mrs.  Ezelle  F,  Davidson 


From  the  Superintendent 


A  Caring  Response 

It’ s  been  a  fun  year  for  me.  The  Board  of  Directors,  the  Conference  personnel, 
the  Bishop,  the  ministers  and  friends  across  the  Conference,  and  the  staff  here 
at  the  Home  have  been  so  very  good  to  me  as  I  have  sought  to  continue  to  grow 
with  the  responsibilities  entrusted  to  me.  Today  I  stand  more  excited  about  this 
ministry  than  ever  before.  What  you  as  caring  people  are  doing  for  children 
here  is  true  Christianity  in  action,  and  for  me  to  be  part  of  this  is  truly  reward¬ 
ing.  Come  November,  I  will  have  been  your  Sueprintendent  of  the  Home  for 
two  years.  I  have  felt  your  prayers  during  these  past  couple  of  years  and  that 
has  held  me  up.  I  have  witnessed  your  monetary  gifts  coming  to  the  Home  and 
that  has  allowed  us  to  do  things  that  needed  to  be  done.  We  have  made  our  share 
of  mistakes  and  you  have  forgiven  us,  bless  you. 

It  has  been  our  joy  to  come,  or  to  have  another  member  of  our  staff  to  come  to 
your  churches  to  share  our  story.  We  have  made  many  changes  in  the  program 
during  the  past  few  years.  The  Children’s  Home  has  been  very  successful  in 
serving  children  and  their  families  and  it  will  continue  to  be  as  long  as  it 
remains  innovative  and  responds  to  future  challenges  placed  upon  it  by  people 
hurt  and  in  need  of  its  help. 

In  viewing  the  future  one  must  keep  in  mind  our  present  problems  and 
situation;  meaning  the  children  that  we  presently  have  in  service,  our  financial 
resources,  our  facilities  and  staff.  With  these  main  ingredients  —  children, 
finances,  facilities  and  staff  —  it  is  my  hope  that  the  necessary  additions  and 
changes  can  improve  the  Home’s  services  by  meeting  the  needs  of  our  children 
the  best  possible  way. 

Our  Campus  Renovation  Program,  begun  in  1967,  has  virtually  been  com¬ 
pleted  with  the  renovation  of  our  Chapel  this  summer.  I  know  of  no  agency 
anywhere  with  a  more  modern  and  up  to  date  campus  than  ours.  I  cannot  ex¬ 
press  how  wonderful  the  experience  has  been  for  me  in  working  with  the  Board, 
the  Building  and  Grounds  Committee,  and  the  contractors  during  these 
projects.  As  I  write  this  I  am  left  speechless  as  to  expressing  how  funds  for 
these  projects  have  come  to  us.  In  many  instances  they  literally  came  from 
heaven.  If  I  ever  doubted  the  Lord’s  promises,  I  no  longer  do.  Our  Lord  worked 
through  His  kind,  selfless,  Christian  children  and  as  a  result  of  His  leadership, 
funds  were  made  available  for  building  four  new  houses  for  children,  total 
renovation  of  three  other  houses  for  children,  the  building  of  two  new  staff 
residences,  one  for  the  Superintendent  and  one  that  the  Chaplain  lives  in,  the 
building  of  a  tremendous  multi-purpose  activities  center,  the  renovation  of 
another  staff  residence  and  the  renovation  of  the  Chapel.  All  this  was  done  and 
no  special  call  or  request  for  financial  assistance  was  made  upon  the  con¬ 
ference.  Quite  frankly,  I  view  this  as  a  modern  miracle. 

Candidly  speaking,  we  will  need  to  continue  this  experience.  Because  funds 
were  available  we  were  able  to  get  the  facilities;  because  funds  are  becoming 
and  must  become  available  we  are  able  to  and  will  continue  to  be  able  to 
acquire  the  necessary  staff  to  meet  the  children’s  needs.  The  needs  have  always 
been  present  and  are  becoming  ever  greater. 

We  must  have  the  funds  to  operate  an  effective  program  of  child  care.  The 
cost  is  great.  Utilities,  clothing,  food,  maintenance,  salaries,  eveything  has 
gone  up  so  much.  Yet  the  cost  is  much  greater  if  the  job  is  not  done. 

What  excites  me  so  much  is  that  this  Home  is  working  with  and  helping 
children,  youth  and  their  families  that  have  come  to  us  as  a  last  resort,  because 
there  is  no  other  service  quite  like  ours  to  meet  their  desperate  needs,  and  we 
are  able  to  help.  They  come  to  us  for  help  because  we  have  what  they  need  and 
they  want  what  we  have. 

It  is  beautiful.  We  still  have  a  long  way  to  go  but  every  day  brings  a  new 
surprise  to  make  our  day  more  beautiful.  God  bless  you. 


In  Memory  of  A.  W.  Hodged,  given  by  Mrs.  S.  L.  Cole 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Chester  L.  Greene,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ed  Hall  &  Randy 
In  Memory  of  C.  0.  Williams,  given  by  A1  M.  Cobb 
In  Memory  of  Clifford  0.  Williams,  given  by  Arthur  Taliaferro 
In  Memory  of  Robert  P.  Walker,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  B.  A.  Rose 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Lela  Tomlinson,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  M.  E.  Camp 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Cain,  given  by  T.  E.  Holtzclaw  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Luther  Denham,  given  by  T.  E.  Holtzclaw  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Leland  Mims,  given  by  F.  L.  Spencer 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  Sc  Mrs.  R.  W.  Vaughan,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earle  Green 
Gleason 

In  Memory  of  Leon  Crompton,  given  by  the  Robeline  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Callie  Chaney,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  E.  E.  Garlington 

In  Memory  of  Marshall  D.  McFallen,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  P.  Handley 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  Dan  Files,  given  by  W.  D.  &  Puddin  Cotton 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Joan  Stokes,  given  by  the  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Women 
In  Memory  of  Glenn  Hardin,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Newman  Juneau 
In  Memory  of  J.  B.  Etheridge,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  &  Mrs.  J.  A.  Harper 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  M.  T.  Green,  Sr.,  given  by  Kate  Waugh 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  M.  Ragan  Green,  given  by  Kate  Waugh 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Thurston  Covington,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  G.  Roddy 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Hugo  Goetzel,  given  by  Thomas  Earl  Heitz 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Thelma  Nichols,  given  by  Children’s  Class,  Wesley  Chapel 
UMC 

In  Memory  of  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Virginia  K.  Shehee 
In  Memory  of  Dan  Files,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Archie  Brothers 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Mott,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  King  Mott, 
Joe,  Sara,  Ann,  Jane,  King  &  Hazle  Mott 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carolyn  Dawson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  A.  Martin 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Herbert  Almond,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  A.  Martin 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Eva  Poole,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Geroge  Mott 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Eloise  Falkenheimer,  given  by  Julia  Knight  Sc  Mrs.  Annie 
Henry 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Ragan  Green,  given  by  Charlotte  &  Harvye  Lewis 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Charlotte  Sc  Harvye  Lewis 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Doven,  given  by  Mrs.  Wiley  Seward 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ella  Grimes,  given  by  Mrs.  Wiley  Seward 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Ragan  Green,  given  by  Dr.  James  R.  Brown 
In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Larry  &  Margie  Spier 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Maxine  Brown,  given  by  Hebert  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  0.  Travis  Joyner,  given  by  the  J.  Y.  Pipes,  Jr.  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  0.  Travis  Joyner,  given  by  Mrs.  Rosa  Belle  Roberts 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  L.  Steele,  given  by  Mrs.  Rex  W.  Haile 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  A.  M.  Stanfield,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Melton  Powell 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  James  Hebert,  given  by  Mrs.  J.L.  Crownover 
In  Memory  of  Lela  Jester  Tiede,  given  by  Harry  E.  Jester  Sc  Anna  C.  Jester 
In  Memory  of  Jack  Bonds,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  McCallum 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jim  Manley,  given  by  Ora  Colvin 
In  Memory  of  M.  C.  Bubenzer,  given  by  Kathleen  H.  Stinson 
In  Memory  of  James  Reed  Breckenridge,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Caster  Causey 
In  Memory  of  Brevard  Breckenridge,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Caster  Causey 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Eric  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Martin  Wagnon 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Don  Ates,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  W.  L.  Manning 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Eula  Moore,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  L.  Manning 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Catherine  L.  Winters,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  L.  Manning 
In  Memory  of  Harold  H.  Gammill,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  D.  E.  Allred 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ollie  Wayne  Foster,  given  by  Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Williams,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  Oglesby 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Eric  Smith,  given  by  Mrs.  Marie  A.  Castille 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Clede  Spell,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  R.  W.  Harrison 
In  Memory  of  Jane  Garbs,  given  by  Gary,  Betty  Sc  Mike  Scott 
In  Memory  of  Clifton  Gilliland,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  T.  W.  Campbell 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ora  Davis,  given  by  Mrs.  John  A.  Payne 
In  Memory  of  James  Wesley  Wayland,  given  by  Lacey  B.  Weaver 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Lofton,  given  by  the  United  Methodist  Women,  Glenmora 
UMC 

In  Memory  of  Linda  Wright  Blanchard,  given  by  Mrs.  Mittie  Wright 
In  Memory  of  Bessie  Clark,  given  by  Mary  Foye  Sc  Carrie  Mae  Adger 
In  Memory  of  Ritherow  Elkins,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  S.  Elkins 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Leroy  Connell,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Garland  Wood  &  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
James  Willis 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Charlie  McDonald,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Garland  Wood  Sc  Mrs.  Sc 
Mrs.  James  Willis 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lela  Tomlinson,  given  by  Minnie  B.  Tracy 
In  Memory  of  Jack  E.  Brooks,  given  by  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  W.  R.  Chadick 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Fowler,  given  by  Lynn  &  Lois  Heard 
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Lafayette  -  Alexandria  District  Elementary  I  -  Camp  Brewer 


Bishop’s  Message 

In  this  issue  the  success  of  last  summer’s  camping  is  being  celebrated  — 
increased  camping,  stronger  enrollments,  more  adults  and  youth,  better 
financial  condition  —  and  had  you  paused  to  think  of  this  as  but  another 
evidence  of  general  health  around  the  conference?  Yes,  of  course  there  are 
some  trouble-spots  and  challenging  needs  and  there  always  will  be,  but  the 
signs  of  health  and  growth  are  predominant.  Think  for  a  moment  not  only  of  the 
camps,  but  of  the  enormous  UMW  conference  at  Ruston  (their  best  ever) ;  the 
larger  enrollments  all  summer  in  VCS  experiences,  the  gains  in  church 
membership  in  every  district,  the  congregations  that  are  now  taking  Advance 
Mission  Specials,  the  successful  intern  program  from  Dr.  Rohlfs,  the  strident 
success  of  the  1000  Club,  the  exciting  plans  for  the  youth  rally  on  November  2, 
the  twenty-five  per  cent  more  baptisms  than  four  years  ago,  the  brand  new 
church  that  is  starting  with  over  one  hundred  members,  the  resurgence  of  life 
and  activity  at  Dulac  —  and  more  could  be  said.  There  is  health  everywhere, 
and  optimism  is  spreading.  The  camps  are  the  more  recent  evidence  and 
symbol. 
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Elementary  Camp  2  -  Lake  Charles  District 


Sr.  High  Christian  community  experience  Caney  Lakes 


Elem.  V-VI  Ruston  District  Caney  Lakes 


Sr.  High  Camp  -  Lake  Charles  District 


Here  is  your  camping  edition 


Now  that  the  long,  warm  days  of 
summer  have  been  replaced  by 
Autumn’s  crispness,  the  1975  Summer 
Camping  Program  has  become  a  happy 
memory.  As  you,  our  readers  know,  we 
asked  you  to  send  us  your  camping 
pictures.  Many  have  responded,  and  we 
are  publishing  here  those  that  we  have 
received.  We  are  sure  there  were  more, 
but  this  edition  must  go  to  press.  And  so, 
we  present  for  your  enjoyment  in 
“seeing”  the  delightful  Christian  camp¬ 
ing  experience  in  our  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference. 

(Note:  Most  of  the  photographs  are 
labeled.  However,  for  those  not  bearing 
identification,  please  observe  —  the 
photographs  directly  below  includes  two 


shots  taken  at  the  Mid-High  Tri-District 
Camp,  July  21-26  at  Camp  Istrouma; 
the  theme  was  “Tradition,  Reason,  and 
Experience,”  and  each  phase  generated 
enthusiasm.  Also,  photographs  mid¬ 
center  show  Hammond  District  Elem¬ 
entary  Grades  5  and  6  Camp  at  Istrouma, 
July  14-18.) 

New  Orleans  District  sent  no  picture 
but  noted  that  there  was  an  increase  in 
camping  for  the  1975  summer  period. 
Many  of  the  campers  this  year  were 
“return”  campers,  a  healthy  indication 
that  prior  experiences  have  been  good. 
There  were  three  camps  held  for  the  N. 
O.  District. 

Also  —  Please  note  the  very  fine 
message  which  our  Bishop  has  written. 


Elementary  Camp  1  -  Lake  Charles  District 


Gathering  for  worship  and  play 


Camp  Istrouma  counselors 


Hammond  District  Elementary  Camp 


Jr.  High  Camp  1  -  Lake  Charles  District 


Jr.  High  Camp  2  -  Lake  Charles  District 
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Alexandria  -  Lafayette  Districts  Jr.  High  Camp 
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THE  UN  [TED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Editorials 


Here  I  Stand 


OCTOBER  21. 1915 


At  what  point  may  ‘the  plug’  be  pulled? 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Blest  be  the  ‘ tie 9  that  binds? 
Sometimes  it  only  separates 


Bud  Herron 


Quinlan’s,  our  courts— acting  for  socie¬ 
ty-should  take  the  side  of  life,  and  leave 
the  plug  alone. 

If  a  moral  judgment  to  pull  the  plug 
should  ever  be  made,  it  should  be  by  an 
individual— either  the  patient  or  a  close 
relative,  such  as  Karen  Quinlan’s  father. 
The  individual  making  such  a  decision 
would  necessarily  shoulder  both  the  legal 
and  moral  consequences  of  his  act. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Aid  to  refugees  points  up  needs  of  others 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  was  touched  by  the  letter  in  a  recent 
issue  by  the  gentleman  who  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  dramatic  way  the 
Vietnamese  refugees  are  being  received 
into  our  communities,  because  he  was 
mindful  of  the  shameful  treatment  his 
Mexican  friend  has  received.  I  was 
recently  confronted  with  the  same 
frustration  in  my  own  heart  and  can 
identify  with  his  concern. 

I  teach  a  lovely  Vietnamese  girl  in  5th 
grade.  When  I  visited  in  her  home,  my 
heart  rejoiced  at  how  comfortable  and 
lovely  the  home  provided  by  the  spon¬ 
soring  family  was.  After  the  visit,  I  tried 
to  think  of  how  I  could  help  these  new 
friends  most.  I  felt  their  greatest  need 
was  for  someone  who  was  willing  and 
able  to  go  to  the  home  and  teach  the  7 
members  of  the  family  to  speak  and  read 
English. 

Immediately,  I  thought  of  my  retired 
teacher  friend  who  had  been  most  suc¬ 
cessful  with  teaching  reading  on  an  in¬ 
dividual  basis.  I  knew  she  would  be  glad 
to  be  of  service.  But  as  I  thought  of  taking 
her  into  this  situation,  a  cold,  strange 
reluctance  struck  at  my  heart.  I  thought 
of  the  sub-standard  housing  my  friend 
had  endured  all  of  her  life.  I  remembered 
how  often  she  had  spoken  of  longing  for  a 
decent  home.  I  thought  of  how  I  would 
feel  taking  her  into  Hie  newly -renovated 
house  with  plush  carpets,  all  new  fur¬ 
niture,  and  beautiful  drapes.  Her  house  is 
of  corrugated  tin  and  there  is  little  of 
comfort  or  beauty  there. 

I  wrestled  with  these  disturbing 
thoughts  for  several  days  (and  nights). 
Finally,  I  came  to  see  what  I  believe  is  a 
challenge  for  all  of  us  who  care.  We 
cannot  resent  what  is  done  for  the 
stranger  in  our  midst.  They  have  given 
up  so  much,  and  we  must  be  grateful  for 
all  good  things  that  now  come  their  way. 
But  their  presence  in  our  communities 
must  also  stab  our  hearts  and  con¬ 
sciences  awake  to  the  needs  and  in¬ 
justices  suffered  by  our  other  brothers 
and  sisters  who  have  been  a  long  time 


Would  the  world  be  any  different 
usinessmen  were  ordained? 


At  what  point  does  humanity  have  the 
right  to  ‘‘pull  the  plug"? 

This  is  the  central  issue  in  an  ongoing 
debate  over  the  life  and  death  of  a  21-year 
old  New  Jersey  woman.  It  should  be  a 
question  of  profound  interest  to  Chris¬ 
tians. 

Karen  Ann  Quinlan  for  more  than  five 
months  has  remained  in  a  coma  in  a 
Denville,  N.  J.,  hospital  —  kept  alive  by 
an  artificial  respirator.  Her  doctors  say 
she  has  no  hope  of  recovery,  has  extreme 
brain  damage,  and  will  never  be  able  to 
survive  apart  from  her  life  support  ap¬ 
paratus.  Her  parents  have  initiated  a 
court  action  to  allow  physicians  to  turn 
off  the  machine  and  let  her  die  with 
‘‘grace  and  dignity." 

In  a  world  where  medical  science  has 
advanced  to  the  point  where  it  is  possible 
to  keep  a  person  like  Miss  Quinlan  ‘‘bio¬ 
logically  functioning"  through  the  use  of 
various  life  support  systems  indefinitely, 
it  is  tempting  to  conclude  that  the  ma¬ 
chine  should  be  shut  off  and  the  person  be 
allowed  to  ‘‘die  in  peace.” 

In  fact,  just  such  a  course  is  taken  in 
hospitals  across  the  nation  every  day. 
Persons  who  are  dead  in  every  way,  ex¬ 
cept  that  a  machine  continues  to  pump 
their  hearts,  are  allowed  the  grace  of 
having  the  machines  shut  off. 

So  why  all  the  debate  about  Karen 
Quinlan?  Simply  stated,  Karen  Quinlan 
isn’t  dead  by  anyone’s  definition.  As  a 
machine  continues  to  force  her  to  breathe 
and  keeps  her  heart  beating  she  con¬ 
tinues  to  live.  Her  brain  is  damaged,  but 
it  continues  to  function.  Her  body 
responds  to  some  stimuli.  She  blinks  her 
eyes.  Occasionally,  she  even  swallows. 

Those  who  argue  that  her  life  support 
system  should  be  shut  off  do  so  on  the 
following  grounds: 

•  Doctors  have  said  her  case  is 
hopeless.  They  say  she  will  never 
recover.  They  say  keeping  her  alive 
requires  "extraordinary”  measures 
beyond  moral  obligation  and  desirability. 

Cross-cultural 
understanding  is 
a  worthy  goal 

United  Methodists  around  the  country 
should  applaud  and  take  a  cue  from 
recent  efforts  by  the  bishop  and  district 
superintendents  of  the  UMC’s  Southern 
California- Arizona  Annual  Conference  to 
"bridge  the  gap”  with  persons  of 
Hispanic  background  in  their  area  (see 
TM/UMR,  Oct.  17). 

Not  only  have  the  bishop  and 
superintendents  (as  well  as  many  of  their 
spouses)  taken  part  in  a  "crash  course" 
in  Spanish,  but  they  have  done  so  while 
living  and  interacting  within  the  Mexican 
culture.  Far  from  the  kind  of  "tokenism” 
such  an  effort  could  turn  into,  the 
Southern  California  experience  appears 
to  have  been  a  full-hearted  attempt  to 
move  in  a  direction  long  neglected  by  the 
church  in  many  areas  of  the  nation. 

Too  long  have  ethnic  and  cultural 
groups  —  particularly  majority  whites  — 
neglected  the  need  for  cross-cultural 
adaptation  in  their  ministries  to  and  with 
Americans  of  other  racial,  cultural  or 
ethnic  backgrounds.  The  practice  of  the 
"majority”  group  requiring  the  minority 
group  to  “come  the  entire  distance"  to  a 
one-sided  cross-cultural  understanding  is 
not  a  vital  church  need. 

United  Methodism  has  the  distinction 
of  being  the  most  inclusive  Protestant 
denomination  in  the  country.  Outside  of 
the  exclusively  Black  churches,  the  UMC 
has  more  Black  members  than  any 
other  church.  The  UMC  is  the  largest 
Asian-American  church,  the  largest 
Native  American  church,  and  the  largest 
Hispanic  church  in  all  of  Protestantism. 

All  United  Methodists  should  look  to 
that  fact  with  pride,  but  also  with  a  sense 
of  commitment  to  the  kind  of  efforts 
being  made  in  Southern  Califomia-Ari- 
zona  and  elsewhere  towards  cross-cul¬ 
tural  understanding. 
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•  Some  persons  stress  that  “quality  of 
life”  must  be  considered.  They  judge  that 
Miss  Quinlan’s  “quality  of  life,"  as  she  is, 
will  be  zero.  Death  would  be  merciful. 

•  Miss  Quinlan’s  family  and  their 
suffering  must  be  considered  along  with 
her  own,  others  say. 

•  It  is  not  morally  sound  to  keep  a 
"hopeless”  patient  on  a  life-support  ma¬ 
chine  when  the  machine  could  be  freed, 
along  with  medical  personnel,  to  serve 
others  in  need  of  help. 

•  Turning  off  the  machine  would  not  kill 
the  patient,  but  simply  allow  nature  to 
take  its  course,  with  death  occurring  as  it 
normally  would. 

As  compelling  as  these  arguments  are 
to  anyone  who  has  compassion  for  those 
who  suffer,  it  is  both  dangerous  and 
simplistic  to  accept  them  as  the  final 
word.  There  are  other  considerations  all 
Christians  should  look  at  before  support¬ 
ing  such  an  action. 

Primary  among  these  considerations  is 
our  Judeo-Christian  belief  in  the  sanctity 
of  human  life,  created  as  it  is  “in  God’s 
image.”  In  this  understanding,  an  indivi¬ 
dual  does  not  have  the  absolute  right  and 
final  jurisdiction  over  his  own  bodily  life, 
much  less  the  lives  of  others.  Our  lives 
belong  not  to  us,  but  to  God. 

With  that  as  a  basis  we  must  consider 
the  following  religious  and  legal 
questions  that  “pulling  the  plug" 
presents: 

•  Within  the  bounds  of  life,  what  is 
“hopeless”?  At  what  point  does  any 
mortal  being  have  the  right  to  determine 
another  person’s  life  is  "beyond  hope”? 
Do  we  not  know  of  instances  when, 
through  the  grace  of  God,  "hopeless” 
persons  were  healed? 

•  Who  is  qualified  to  draw  up  the  rules 
on  "quality  of  life"  for  another  person? 

•  What  precedent  would  a  court  of  law 
set  should  it  permit  this  first  instance  of 
legal  euthanasia  in  the  history  of  our  na¬ 
tion?  To  sanction  such  a  mercy  killing  le¬ 
gally  would  open  the  door  to  many  other 
cases.  What  about  a  retarded  or 
deformed  baby?  Is  the  issue  really  any 
different  for  them? 

We  urge  the  courts  of  New  Jersey  to 
consider  these  questions  before  setting 
legal  precedents  which  could  have  a 
demonic  effect  on  our  entire  civilization. 

We  urge  Christians,  and  all  other 
morally  sensitive  persons,  to  solve  the 
difficult  problem  of  defining  “death,” 
before  rushing  to  support  a  policy  of 
“pulling  the  plug”  on  so-called  “hope¬ 
less”  cases.  We  should  never  support  the 
artificial  preservation  of  “life”  in  a 
person  who  is  “dead.”  But  only  when  we 
are  confident  that  a  person  is  dead, 
beyond  all  doubt,  can  society  be  justified 
in  saying  "pull  the  plug." 

When  a  case  is  borderline,  such  as  Miss 


Back  a  few  years  ago  when  the  newly 
merged  United  Methodist  church  was 
looking  for  a  symbol,  it’s  amazing  that  no 
one  thought  of  the  necktie. 

My  first  memories  of  the  former 
Methodist  Church,  at  least,  are  of 
neckties. 

There  were  five  churches  (sometimes 
six  when  someone  was  holding  services 
in  the  old  town  movie  theater)  in  the 
small  southern  Indiana  town  where  I 
grew  up.  Preachers  and  religious  in¬ 
siders  divided  them  into  categories 
according  to  how  they  baptized  and 
whether  they  shouted  in  their  meetings 
or  followed  "an  agenda.”  The  rest  of  us 
seemed  to  divide  them  according  to 
whether  or  not  the  people  who  attended 
wore  ties. 

Methodists  were  necktie  wearers  (and 
in  the  case  of  women,  it  was  hats).  The 
Baptists  (American  Convention  variety) 
and  the  Moravians  were  semi-tie 
wearers ;  no  one  snubbed  you  if  you  didn’t 
wear  one,  but  no  one  was  too  friendly 
either. 

The  other  two  regular  churches  in  town 
were  the  Pilgrim  Holiness  Church  and 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.  Only  the 
preachers  —  and  an  occasional  piano 
player  —  wore  ties  in  these  churches.  If 
someone  else  showed  up  with  one  on,  the 
usher  would  automatically  pass  the 
collection  plate  past  him  twice. 

My  family  was  basically  tieless.  My 
father  owned  some  ties  and  wore  them  to 
funerals  and  weddings.  I  owned  a  tie,  too, 
but  didn’t  know  how  to  tie  it. 

This  whole  state  of  affairs  didn’t  bother 
my  parents  too  much  —  particularly  my 
dad.  He  had  long  ago  settled  the  whole 
issue  by  dropping  out  of  church 
altogether  —  although  he  dutifully  con¬ 
tinued  to  send  my  two  sisters  and  me. 

The  church  he  sent  my  sisters  and  me 
to  was  the  Pilgrim  Holiness  —  basically 
because  my  Grandmother  was  a  member 
there.  None  of  the  three  of  us  could  buy  it. 
We  didn't  particularly  care  what  the 
exact  temperature  of  hell  is  and  even¬ 
tually  rejected  the  “you’re-guilty-and- 


are-going-to-be-punished”  theme  of 
every  service  as  not  being  the  whole 
Christian  story. 

I  never  felt  my  family  quite  figured  out 
where  it  belonged,  however.  We  didn’t  fit 
in  the  social  circle  the  necktie  churches 
were  running,  yet  we  didn’t  really  buy 
the  fundamentalism  being  passed  out  by 
the  “blue  collar  churches.” 

As  my  sisters  and  I  grew  older  we 
drifted  away.  One  sister  sort  of  leaned 
toward  the  Baptists.  The  other  kind  of 
leaned  toward  the  Moravians.  I  sort  of 
leaned  toward  nowhere  until  I  was  nearly 
out  of  college. 

When  I  did  return  to  the  church  — 
partially  through  the  influence  of  my 
wife-to-be  and  partially  because  I  was 
looking  for  some  life-answers  —  I 
became  a  Methodist.  By  that  time  a  tie 
was  a  major  part  of  my  wardrobe.  I 
looked  just  like  all  the  Methodists  I  had 
known  as  a  child. 

Time  passed,  however,  and  eventually 
I  noticed  some  changes  taking  place. 
Young  people  —  mostly  teenagers  — 
were  beginning  to  shed  their  ties.  A  less 
formal  society  was  creeping  into  the 
pews.  Eventually  came  the  "blue  jeans" 
which  have  become  the  standard  worship 
attire  for  many  youths  across  the  church 
in  recent  years. 

Some  older  folks  have  been  appalled  by 
this  new  “permissive"  dress  code  for 
church.  They  link  it  with  lack  of  respect 
by  the  youth  for  God.  I  don’t.  I  find  it 
refreshing. 

I  am  not  naive  enough  to  think  this  new 
church-dress  code  will  make  United 
Methodism  any  less  of  the  upper  middle 
class  institution  it  has  become  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  Some  of  those  blue 
jeans  cost  more  than  a  shirt  and  tie. 

What  it  does  do  is  present  us  with  the 
truth:  Clothes  don’t  make  a  person.  We 
are  all  naked  in  the  eyes  of  God. 

If  you  feel  comfortable  in  a  tie,  that’s 
great  —  wear  it.  If  you  don’t,  God  doesn’t 
care.  And  neither  should  the  folks  who 
call  themselves  United  Methodist. 

BUD  HERRON 


By  ROBERT  M.  VOWLER 

Every  year  thousands  of  young  people 
are  ordained  as  clergymen.  In  this 
symbolic  rite,  centuries  old,  they  are 
proclaimed  as  “called  by  God”  with 
expertise  in  spiritual  matters.  To  believe 
that  a  businessman  could  be  ordained 
seems  absurd.  God  calls  people  to  be 
pure  and  other-worldly.  The  wheels  of 
business  involve  the  grease  and  grime  of 
this  world. 

Yet,  by  what  process  did  a  young 
person  come  to  be  ordained?  First  he  had 
an  inward  desire  to  be  in  the  ministry. 
Second,  he  evidenced  some  abilities  in 
that  field.  Finally,  his  superiors 
pronounced  that  these  two  elements 
constituted  the  “call  of  God.” 

Having  said  this,  what  is  so  unique 
about  the  ministry  that  cannot  be  said  of 
any  chosen  vocation.  A  young  person 
may  desire  to  be  an  accountant.  He  needs 
to  prove  some  competency  in  his  college 
work.  His  employers  hire  him  upon 
graduation.  The  process  is  the  same. 


with  us.  Perhaps  this  latter  group  will 
benefit  more,  not  less,  because  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Vietnamese.  Maybe  our 
eyes  will  be  opened  to  the  needs  of  all 
people  as  never  before. 

Abraham  was  called  by  God  to  build  a 
new  nation.  I  can  hear  Him  calling 
clearly  to  us  to  go  forth  and  build  new 
communities.  The  drama  of  welcoming 
new  immigrants  should  make  us  aware 
that  love  embraces  all  creation. 
Anything  that  stabs  our  hearts  awake  to 
this  truth  should  be  a  blessing  to  all. 

Mrs.  Joy  Barbaree 
El  Dorado,  Arkansas 

Mexican  aliens  need 
our  help  too 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  October  3  issue  of  TM/  UMR,  R. 
C.  Barton  wrote  a  letter,  “Mexican  aliens 
need  our  compassion  too.”  I  agree. 

Why  go  to  every  means  to  bring  in 
strangers  from  foreign  shores  and  punish 
near  neighbors  for  seeking  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  make  a  living.  I  recently 
heard  that  our  bishops  are  not  very  wel¬ 
come  in  South  America. 

The  earth  is  the  Lord’s,  and  the 
problem  of  liberty  and  justice  for  all  very 
great.  May  our  Father  help  us  as  we 
week  for  and  work  out  a  solution. 

Anna  Van  Gundy 
Blackwell,  Oklahoma 

Family  of  Methodism 

shall  he  healed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  send  this  word  of  en¬ 
couragement  to  Kelly  Nickell  and  other 
believers  who  join  him  in  love  and  con¬ 
cern  for  United  Methodists  everywhere, 
whose  hearts  are  burdened  for  those 
“empty  shells  on  the  rolls  that  need  to  be 
filled  with  the  saving  Grace  of  Jesus 
Christ”  (TM/  UMR,  October  10). 

Stand  fast,  do  not  give  up.  Just  like 
Daniel,  the  answer  to  our  prayers  is  on 
the  way.  A  war  is  being  waged  in  the 
heavenlies.  God  has  promised  according 
to  Joel  2:28  that  He  will  pour  out  His 
Spirit  on  all  flesh,  and  no  man  or  organi¬ 
zation  will  stop  it.  Hold  fast  to  the  con¬ 
fession  of  your  faith,  nothing  doubting, 
and  you  shall  see  the  sick  family  of 
Methodism  completely  healed.  Praise 
the  Lord. 

Ramona  Reynolds 
Mart,  Texas 
‘ Breath  of  life 9 
argument  faulty 
To  the  Editor: 

Abortion  not  a  moral  issue?  (TM/UMR 
letters,  October  3)  I  shudder  to  think  on 
that!  Such  reasoning  opens  the  way  for 
horrendous  deeds. 

If  the  “breath  of  life”  imparted  to  man 
(Genesis  2:7)  merely  depicts  his  first 
breath  of  life-sustaining  gases,  and  this 
breath  alone  makes  him  a  living  soul, 
any  newborn  babe  prevented  from  filling 
its  lungs  would  not  be  protected  by  moral 
law. 

Instead,  was  not  this  imparting  of  the 
“breath  of  life”  from  God  to  man  in  the 
account  of  creation  a  singular  act  en¬ 
during  mankind  with  the  God-given 
attributes  not  bestowed  on  the  rest  of  the 
animal  kingdom? 

Luke,  the  beloved  physician,  recorded 
the  joyous  movement  of  John  the  Baptist 
in  Elizabeth’s  womb.  Though  his  lungs 
had  not  yet  filled  with  breath,  he  was  a 
person.  (Technically,  oxygen  races 
through  the  circulatory  system  of  the 
unborn  babe.  He  has  already  partaken  of 
the  breath  from  his  mother’s  body.) 

Where  could  we  find  a  more  beautiful 
account  of  the  value  of  an  unborn  babe 
than  in  David’s  139th  Psalm?  It  affirms 
my  belief  that,  had  my  earthly  life  been 
terminated  in  my  mother’s  womb,  I 
would  have  spent  eternity  with  my  Lord. 

Mrs.  Patricia  Valesky 
Jamestown,  Pennsylvania 

Who  is  the  church? 

To  the  Editor: 

Who  is  the  church?  Just  the  Bishops 
and  the  District  Superintendents?  Or  is  it 
the  people  of  the  various  congregations? 

When  the  General  Conference  speaks 
for  the  church,  does  it  purport  to  speak 
for  the  clergy  and  its  hand-picked  dele¬ 
gates,  or  does  it  claim  to  speak  for  the 
people  of  the  local  church? 

Let  all  who  will  listen  be  assured:  The 
General  Conference  DOES  NOT  speak 
for  the  local  church  —  at  least  it  does  not 
speak  for  many  of  the  people  I  know  in 


One  thing  is  different.  We  live  in  a 
society  where  double  standards  of 
morality  exist.  Unfortunately,  all  life 
does  not  seem  to  have  the  same 
sacredness.  Yet,  if  God  is  calling  a 
minister  by  means  of  a  certain  process, 
isn’t  it  logical  to  believe  that  God  is  using 
that  same  process  to  call  accountants  as 
well? 

If  all  life  is  sacred,  and  all  vocations 
God -called,  then  one  standard  of 
morality  ought  to  prevail  throughout  the 
land.  There  should  be  no  difference  in  the 
conduct  of  daily  life  between  clergyman 
and  businessman.  One  life  is  not  religious 
and  the  other  secular;  both  are  sacred. 
Either  the  layman  should  allow  the 
clergy  the  same  moral  looseness  he 
allows  himself,  or  he  ought  to  match  the 
impeccable  conduct  he  expects  of  the 
priest.  One  standard  for  all. 

In  the  conduct  of  business,  there  exists 
a  double  standard.  Every  knee  bows 
before  the  hallmark  of  profits.  Legality  is 
the  level  of  morality.  Yet,  no  one  wants 


my  local  church. 

Seldom  does  any  pronouncement  of  the 
General  Conference  ever  reach  down  to 
the  members  of  our  1200-member 
church.  Seldom  does  it  even  reach  down 
to  me,  even  though  I  am  a  layman  active 
and  interested  in  church  affairs. 

There  is  an  answer!  Let  the  General 
Conference  NOT  make  any  pronounce¬ 
ment  unless  two  thirds  (2/3)  of  all  the 
local  churches  ratify  a  proposed 
pronouncement.  Then  and  only  then  can 
the  General  Conference  truly  state  that  it 
speaks  for  the  church  —  that  is,  unless 
our  clerical  hierarchy  considers  that  we 
lowly  members  are  not  truly  the  church. 

William  F.  Cowan  Sr. 

Garland,  Texas 

Denominations  should 
only  be  secondary 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  your  columns  with  much 
interest  and  concern  —  sometimes 
agreeing  and  sometimes  disagreeing. 
The  issues  raised  by  your  readership  are 
many  and  varied.  I  see  a  danger  in  the 
attitude  of  some  of  the  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.”  I  love  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  but  I  don’t  want  it  to  conform  to 
my  way  of  thinking  as  some  of  the  other 
letters  have  implied.  The  church  must 
maintain  its  standards  and  must  take  a 
stand  on  all  issues,  based  on  the  Scrip¬ 
ture. 

There  are  those  who  would  have  us  be  a 
middle-of-the-road  church;  this  kind  of 
thinking  is  one  of  the  reasons  that  our 
church  is  in  the  condition  that  it  is 
spiritually  today.  We  have  lost  some  of 
the  old  Wesleyanism  and  our  great 
heritage  as  a  Methodist  Church.  We  do 
not  pray  and  preach  as  did  the  Methodist 
preachers  of  old.  I  realize  that  we  are 
living  in  a  new  day,  but  God  and  His 
Spirit  never  change.  I  have  been  to  many 
meetings  and  gatherings  in  the  church 


his  church  to  act  without  serious  moral 
motivation.  In  a  society  where  business 
is  considered  sacred,  there  would  also  be 
a  concern  over  the  “morality  of  profits.” 

Contrived  scarcity  of  products  with 
accompanying  higher  prices  would  be 
scorned.  Either  a  business  would  allow 
the  church  the  same  moral  looseness  it 
allows  itself  or  it  would  match  the  im¬ 
peccable  conduct  it  expects  of  the 
church.  One  standard  for  all. 

The  point  of  this  short  essay  is  to 
declare  that  all  life  is  sacred  —  all 
vocations  sacred  —  all  institutions 
sacred.  It  is  interesting  to  wonder  how  a 
person  might  have  lived  his  life  if  he  had 
begun  his  work  ordained  by  God. 

"Here  1  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  can  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Robert  M.  Vowler,  is  pastor  of  Baugh¬ 
man  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Cumberland,  Pennsylvania. 


where  no  one  even  envoked  God’s 
blessings.  I  think  that  this  is  where  we 
have  fallen  down. 

I  have  had  prayer  meetings  in  my 
church  for  two  years  every  Wednesday 
night  (the  old-fashioned  kind),  and  the 
same  faces  come  each  night.  Where  are 
our  people?  Are  they  too  busy?  I  have 
contacted  other  ministers  and  their 
results  have  been  the  same.  The  failure 
of  our  church  to  maintain  these  basic 
traditions  and  concepts  certainly  has 
hurt  the  church.  We  owe  it  to  our  people 
to  make  the  religious  experience  a  vital 
force  in  their  lives.  I  know  that  my  heart 
has  been  strangely  warmed,  and  I  speak 
because  I  want  our  church  to  keep  its 
eyes  on  Jesus  and  the  cross,  not  on 
trivialities.  I  can  truly  say  with 
Jeremiah:  “But  His  word  was  in  mine 
heart  as  a  burning  fire  shut  up  in  my 
bones,  and  I  was  weary  with  forbearing, 
and  I  could  not  stay.”  (Jer.  20:9  K.J.V.) 

I  invite  all  people  everywhere  to  pray 
for  the  state  of  Christ’s  church,  and  to  put 
Christ  first  in  their  lives.  Denominations 
and  doctrines  are  secondary.  Seek  ye 
first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His 
righteousness,  and  all  of  these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you.  Let  us  as  Meth¬ 
odists  seek  to  be  in  the  center  of  God’s 
will  at  all  times. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
press  the  view  of  an  old-timer. 

Ralph  B.  Hale  Jr. 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

/  love  your  paper 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  Ricky  Brewer  from  Alvin, 
Texas  saying  that  I  love  your  paper.  I 
belong  to  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Alvin.  I  am  a  member  and  I 
am  writing  you  on  my  own. 

I  just  wanted  to  say  that  you  have  the 
greatest  paper  of  all. 


Ricky  Brewer 
Alvin,  Texas 


MI- 


SELECTING 
THE  PERFECT 
MEMORIAL  GIFT 

ideas  from  cokesbury 

You  want  to  honor  someone  special  with  a  memorial  gift,  but  you 
don’t  know  quite  where  to  go  or  just  what  to  get?  Let  Cokesbury 
help  make  your  decision  easier.  We  have  a  complete  line  of  memorial 
items  from  which  to  choose  and  priced  to  fit  almost  any  budget — 
quality  products  that  will  bring  lasting  dignity,  beauty  and  joy  to 
your  church. 

Whether  you  are  looking  for  books  to  add  to  the  church  library, 
memorial  plaques,  plates  and  tablets,  hymnals,  or  the  more  expensive 
handbell  sets,  communion  and  altar  ware  sets,  you  can  find  them  at 
Cokesbury.  But  these  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  gift  ideas  available. 
A  full  selection  is  described  in  the  1975-76  Church  and  Church  School 
Supply  Catalog,  along  with  information  on  our  easy*purchase  budget 
plan. 

Why  not  send  for  your  catalog  today,  or  come  by  one  of  our  28 
conveniently  located  bookstores?  Cokesbury  will  be  glad  to  serve  you! 

Cokesbury 

Order  from  the  Cokesbury  KegionsI  Service  Center  serving  your  tree: 

1910  Main  Street  Fifth  and  Groce  Street!  1661  North  Northwest  Hwy 

Oollai,  Teioi  75221  Richmond.  Vo.  23261  Farh  Ridge.  III.  60068 

1600  Queen  Anne  Road  201  Eighth  Avenue,  South  IS  McAllister  Street 
Teeneck.  N.J  07666  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202  San  Francisco,  Calif.  94102 

Sh op  In  person  It  these  Cokes  bury  Stores: 

Atlonta  •  laltimore  •  lirminghom  •  Cincinnati  •  Cleorwoter 
Oollai  (2  Storei)  •  Dayton  •  Dei  Moinei  •  Detroit  •  Elmhunt  •  Harrisburg 
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Sexuality  study  debated 

Women's  Division  returns  proposal  for  rewording 


LEESBURG,  Fla.  —  Participants  at  the  Leesburg  Spiritual 
Retreat,  sponsored  by  United  Methodism’s  Florida  Annual 
Conference,  raise  their  hands  while  singing  “Alleluia”  during 
an  assembly  at  the  retreat  two  weeks  ago  [left  photo].  At  the 


right,  the  Rev.  Cecil  Williamson,  a  United  Methodist 
evangelist  from  Starkeville,  Miss.,  preaches  to  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 

PHOTOS  BY  T. 
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More  powerful  than  World  Series 

6 Leesburg A  success  story 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LEESBURG,  Fla.  —  What  does  it  take 
to  pull  a  man  away  from  his  sofa  and 
television  set  during  a  week-end  which 
features  such  enticements  as  the  "World 
Series”  and  a  line-up  of  top  college 
football  games? 

For  27  years  the  answer  in  the  Florida 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
:  Church  has  been  “Leesburg.” 

"Leesburg”  has  become  the  code-word 
.  for  a  series  of  five  annual  retreats  for 
laymen  held  each  fall  at  a  youth  camp 


some  three  miles  northeast  of  here.  Its 
“drawing  card”  includes  concrete-block 
cabins  without  bathrooms  (the  bathhouse 
is  down  the  path),  plenty  of  mosquitoes, 
little  free  time  or  recreation  and  metal 
chairs  guaranteed  to  provide  pain  after 
about  an  hour  of  sitting. 

Unlikely  competition  for  “the  game  of 
the  week?”  For  more  than  2,500  United 
Methodist  men  who  come  here  each  fall 
—  some  of  them  over  and  over  again 
every  fall  —  there’s  no  competition  at  all. 

Organizers  of  the  retreat  —  called  the 
most  successful  “spiritual  event”  for 


Speakers  tell  laymen 
to  learn  to  love  people 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

LEESBURG,  Fla.  —  “God  does  not  call 
Christians  to  change  people,”  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  former 
missionary  to  India  told  more  than  500 
men  who  gathered  here  Oct.  10-12  for  the 
third  of  five  spiritual  retreats  for  men 
sponsored  by  the  Florida  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  denomination. 

Dr.  David  Seamands,  a  featured 
speaker  for  the  retreat  said,  “God  does 
not  call  us  to  change  anyone.  What  He 
does  do  is  call  people  to  love  people.  If 
you  will  love  people,  God  will  do  the 
changing.” 

“It  took  me  a  long  time  to  figure  that 
out,”  Dr.  Seamands  said  in  his  second 
and  final  address  to  the  group.  “I  spent  15 
years  as  a  missionary  and  a  good  many 
as  a  local  pastor  trying  to  change  people. 
I  was  a  very  frustrated  person.  Then  I 
came  to  learn  it  was  not  my  job  to  change 
people.  My  job  was  to  love  people.  God 
takes  care  of  the  changing  if  I’ll  take  care 
of  the  loving.” 

Dr.  Seamands,  who  pastors  a  church  in 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  and  is  chairman  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  (a  UMC 
caucus  group  formed  to  urge  the 
denomination’s  national  missions 
agencies  to  have  more  evangelical 
emphasis),  admonished  participants  to 
“love  each  other,  then  come  to  God.” 

He  said  “the  biggest  problem  in  the 
world  today”  is  a  “lack  of  enthusiastic 
(God-filled)  discipleship.”  Earlier  he 
challenged  participants  to  “quit  being 


dabblers”  in  religion  and  to  start  living 
the  faith  on  a  committed  24-hour  basis. 
He  said  Christians  are  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  not  in  order  that  they  might 
demonstrate  their  “gifts”  as  proof  of 
their  discipleship,  but  so  they  can  “lead  a 
disciplined  life  of  prayer  and  giving.” 

“God  is  not  in  the  business  of  subletting 
his  power,”  Dr.  Seamands  said.  “We  are 
not  to  seek  the  gifts;  We  are  to  seek  the 
Holy  Spirit.” 

Bishop  Joel  McDavid,  who  serves  the 
Florida  Area  of  the  UMC,  also  spoke 
during  the  3-day  retreat  and  called  for 
Christians  to  “begin  showing  their  ID 
cards.”  £ 

“Let’s  take  sides,”  Bishop  McDavid 
said.  “Let’s  let  our  commitments  to  God 
show.” 

Taking  up  the  same  theme  (which  was 
woven  around  the  retreat  theme  of 
"Enthusiastic  Discipleship”)  were  Dr. 
Arnold  Prather,  an  evangelist  from 
Joplin,  Mo.,  and  the  Rev.  Cecil 
Williamson,  an  evangelist  from 
Starkeville,  Miss. 

Dr.  Prather  said  United  Methodists 
need  to  “get  turned  on  to  Jesus.”  He  said, 
“I  used  to  be  so  unturned  on  that  I  had 
asterisks  in  my  order  of  worship  on 
Sunday  morning  to  show  when  God  could 
come  in.” 

Mr.  Williamson  told  the  group,  “Let 
God  help  you  decide  what’s  important  in 
life.  You’ll  find  out  it’s  not  things,  it’s 
people.” 


men  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the 
denomination  —  say  the  attraction  of 
“Leesburg”  has  been  its  simplicity  and 
its  exclusive  focus  on  “the  need  for  Christ 
in  individual  lives.” 

In  the  style  of  traditional  Methodist 
camp  meetings  of  fifty  years  ago,  the 
retreat  centers  on  preaching  and  per¬ 
sonal  testimony  in  mass  meetings  rather 
than  on  small  group  discussion  and  in¬ 
teraction  which  has  become  the  vogue  in 
recent  years.  At  a  retreat  session  held 
this  month,  for  instance,  15  hours  of 
actual  program  time  featured  six  major 
sermons,  four  shorter  sermons,  two 
major  “witness”  addresses  and  more 
than  10  devotional  and  meditational 
“witnesses.”  Interspersed  with  the 
addresses  were  singing,  special  music 
and  a  performance  by  “The  Living 
Sound”  vocal-instrumental  group. 

The  Leesburg  retreat  has  become  so 
popular  in  Florida  that  it  has  grown  from 
an  original  one-weekend  meeting  to  five 
annual  meetings  in  September  and 
October  each  year  with  up  to  550  par¬ 
ticipants  at  each  retreat.  Demand  is  so 
strong  participants  must  make  reser¬ 
vations  nearly  a  year  in  advance  to  be 
included.  (This  year’s  retreat,  for  in¬ 
stance,  has  been  at  capacity  since  last 
January  and  took  only  about  a  month  to 
fill  all  vacancies  in  cabin  space.) 

According  to  John  A.  Grant  Jr.,  Tampa 
attorney  and  director  of  the  retreat, 
Leesburg  is  popular  because  “without 
apologies,  the  men  who  come  here  are 
offered  the  answer  to  the  troubles  of  their 
lives.” 

The  retreat  experience  begins  on 
Friday  evenings  and  is  climaxed  on 
Saturday  evenings  with  an  altar  call 
during  which  participants  are  invited  to 
“dedicate  their  lives  to  Christ.”  The  next 
morning  a  special  time  is  set  aside  for 
participants  to  share  their  experiences 
with  each  other. 

During  the  course  of  the  retreat, 
participants  not  only  hear  sermons  from 
a  number  of  United  Methodist 
evangelists,  but  also  hear  the  personal 
testimonies  of  a  number  of  active 
laypersons.  Among  the  speakers  and  wit¬ 
nesses  at  the  present  series  of  retreats 
are  Vonda  Van  Dyke,  Miss  America  1966 
and  Bishop  Festo  Kivengere,  bishop  of 
the  Church  of  Uganda. 


By  MARTHA  MAN 
United  Methodist  Communications 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J.  —  The 
Women’s  Division  referred  a  resolution 
urging  the  General  Conference  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  four-year  study  commission  on  hu¬ 
man  sexuality  back  to  it’s  section  on 
Christian  Social  Relations  at  the  fall 
meeting  here.  The  Women’s  Division  is 
one  of  seven  divisions  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  revised  resolution  will  be  recon¬ 
sidered  at  the  March  1976  meeting  in 
advance  of  General  Conference. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  the  proposed 
study  commission  was  to  resolve  the 
contradiction  in  the  church’s  Statement 
of  Social  Principles  on  homosexuality. 
“On  the  one  hand,  it  proclaims  an  in¬ 
clusive  gospel  and  inclusive  church,”  the 
proposal  said.  “At  the  same  time,  it 
makes  exclusions.  Such  exclusions  put 
forth  by  those  who  claim  to  care, 
especially  for  the  biblical  and  theological 
stance  of  the  church,  are  untenable.” 

Mrs.  Rhoda  Peters,  president  of  the 
Louisville  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women,  disagreed  that  this  is  a  con¬ 
tradiction.  She  said  “It’s  not  a  con¬ 
tradiction  unless  one  regards 
homosexuality  as  normal  human 
behavior.” 

The  Social  Principles  section  on  human 
sexuality  begins  with  the  words,  “We 
recognize  that  sexuality  is  a  good  gift  of 
God,  and  we  believe  persons  may  be  fully 
human  only  when  that  gift  is 
acknowledged  and  affirmed  by  them¬ 
selves,  the  church  and  society”  and 
ends  with  the  statement  "we  do  not 
condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
and  consider  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.” 

She  said  the  church  can  affirm  civil 
rights  for  all  persons  but  disagreed  that 
homosexuality  was  normal  human 
behavior. 

Another  section  of  the  proposal  states 
that  “Nowhere  in  the  church’s  con¬ 


sideration  of  human  sexuality  is  there 
more  confusion,  embarrassment  and 
even  self-hatred  evident  than  in 
recognizing  the  demands  of  the  ‘gay’ 
community  in  this  country  for  civil  rights 
and  in  our  church  for  full  acceptance  as 
members  and  ministers.  If  we  are  honest 
with  ourselves,  homophobia  or  fear  of 
homosexuality  is  the  root  of  the 
problem.” 

Mrs.  Peters,  who  was  a  guest  of  the 
division,  said  that  rights  in  society  and  in 
the  church  were  two  separate  issues  and 
should  not  be  included  in  the  same 
sentence.  Also,  she  questioned  whether 
homophobia  is  the  root  of  the  problem. 

Before  the  resolution  was  referred 
back  to  the  section  on  a  47-9  vote,  the  last 
sentence  was  changed  to  read:  “A  major 
part  of  the  problem  is  homophobia.  There 
is  an  honest  difference  of  opinion.” 

Another  question  raised  in  the  debate 
was  over  the  merits  of  calling  for  a  study 
commission.  Norma  Eby,  Auburn, 


Wash.,  a  member  of  the  Women’s 
Division,  said  “We  can’t  bury  this  issue. 
We  have  to  deal  with  sexuality  in  the 
’70s;  there  is  no  escape.” 

The  only  recommendation  made  with 
the  referral  was  that  consideration  be 
given  to  the  creation  of  a  task  force  in¬ 
stead  of  a  study  commission. 

Prior  to  the  motion  to  refer,  a  motion 
was  made  to  reaffirm  the  current  wor¬ 
ding  in  the  Social  Principles  on  human 
sexuality.  This  was  defeated  by  a  44-12 
vote,  with  one  abstention.  Mrs.  Peters 
said  the  Louisville  Conference  UMW  was 
one  of  several  which  had  requested  the 
Women’s  Division  to  affirm  the  current 
statement. 

In  other  action  the  Women’s  Division 
adopted  resolutions  on  farm  workers, 
housing,  national  income  policy, 
responsible  parenthood  and  the  Middle 
East,  for  referral  to  the  1976  General 
Conference. 


Judicial  Council  rules 
on  property  use ,  ministry 


By  WINSTON  TAYLOR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

HARWICHPORT,  Mass.  —  United 
Methodism’s  “supreme  court”  ruled 
here  Oct.  15-18  to  remove  inequities  in 
granting  ministers  annual  conference 
status  and  to  prohibit  local  churches 
from  mortgaging  real  estate  for  current 
expenses. 

The  Judicial  Council  in  its  biannual 
session  ruled  that  an  annual  conference 
can  grant  ministerial  status  to  a  person 
it  believes  was  inequitably  denied  such 
status  in  the  past.  But,  according  to 
decision  No.  404,  it  cannot  make  the 
action  retroactive. 

(The  Judicial  Council  is  the  UMC’s 


Term,  not  life,  tenure 
for  bishops,  says  minority 


Recession  affects  31,000  residents 

Hard  times  hit  homes  for  aged 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  recession  has 
hit  United  Methodism’s  homes  for  the 
aging.  While  none  have  been  forced  to 
close  their  doors,  the  future  of  31,000 
residents  may  depend  upon  how  boards, 
administrators  and  the  church  handles 
the  financial  problems.  TM/  UMR  staff 
writer  Sharon  Mielke  filed  this  report. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

Church  homes  for  the  aging  have  been 
caught  in  an  economic  whirlwind.  An 
updraft  of  increasing  services  and 
standards  mandated  by  federal  and  state 
governments  and  higher  energy  costs 
have  battered  them  in  one  direction.  At 
the  same  time  a  down  draft  of  inflation 
and  recession,  a  bearish  stock  market 
cutting  into  endowment  funds  and  a 
decrease  in  benevolent  dollars  from  the 
church  as  a  whole  has  spun  them  in 
another. 

And,  institutions  which  went  all  out  in 
the  past  to  provide  free  care  for  persons 
in  need,  out  of  compassion  and  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  church  principles,  are  in 
the  worst  financial  straits  today,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Lynn  Bergman,  Evanston,  Ill., 

..  a  top  church  official  in  health  and 
;  welfare  ministries  who  works  directly 
;  with  the  179  U.M.  homes. 

As  many  as  20  percent  of  the  homes 
may  be  having  problems  of  ‘crisis' 
proportions,  he  told  TM/  UMR,  while 
.  most  others  have  put  expansion  plans  on 
ice.  After  30  years  of  rapid  expansion, 
new  building  has  almost  ground  to  a  halt 
in  spite  of  the  daily  addition  of  1,000 
persons  over  65  years  to  the  U.  S. 
population. 

At  the  heart  of  the  storm  is  the  'life 
care  contract’  method  of  financing 
church  homes,  Mr.  Bergman  said. 
Basically,  a  ‘life  care  contract’  means 
that  a  person  comes  into  an  institution  for 
x-number  of  dollars  and  the  institution 
promises  to  care  for  the  rest  of  the 
person’s  life. 

“Typically,  a  contract  written  10  years 
ago  promised  that  for  an  entry  fee  of 
$3,000  and  $180  per  month,  the  agency 
guaranteed  full  care  —  in  the  event  of 


severe  illness,  mental  ill  health  and 
whatever,  ”  he  said.  Most,  through  lack 
of  foresight,  had  no  clause  protecting  the 
home  against  inflation,  he  said,  and  even 
those  with  5  percent  increase  clauses  are 
in  trouble  with  inflation  running  as  high 
as  20  percent  during  the  last  three  years. 

“Fully  servicing  these  contracts  may 
cost  the  home  $20-30,000  per  year  while 
receiving  very  little  corresponding  in¬ 
come  from  the  contract,”  Mr.  Bergman 
explained. 

Especially  hard  hit  are  institutions 
which  were  able  to  offer  a  lot  of  free  care 
in  the  past  because  of  the  high  levc 
annual  conference  giving  for  benevo  .l 
care.  As  the  amounts  of  money  from  the 
conference  have  been  decreasing,  the 
homes  have  had  to  make  up  the  dif¬ 
ference  for  those  persons  admitted  years 
ago. 

And  the  fact  that  people  coming  into 
church  homes  are  living  longer  with 
improved  medical  and  social  care,  has 
been  a  mixed  blessing,  he  said. 

In  1974  U.  M.  institutions  provided  6,702 
persons  free  or  part-pay  services  at  a 
cost  of  $12.2  million  dollars  out  of  a  total 
budget  of  $127.2  million.  Church  support 
($3.5  million)  and  income  from  gifts, 
wills  and  bequests  ($7.5  million)  together 
didn’t  cover  the  cost  of  free  care. 

“Life  contract  method  financing 
operated  on  the  ‘Robin  Hood  theory’,” 
Mr.  Bergman  said,  “where  the  wealthy 
paid  as  much  as  they  could  to  help  pay 
for  others.  But  people  with  considerable 
wealth  are  less  and  less  willing  to  do  that 
when  other  private  institutions  can  offer 
comparable  services  without  asking 
them  to  pay  $60,000  for  space  worth 
$40,000.” 

Profit  organizations  have  an  easy  out 
which  church  homes  will  not  take 
because  they  feel  a  moral  obligation  to 
their  residents,  he  said.  “Private  cor¬ 
porations  can  simply  sell  the  home  to 
someone  else,  which  immediately 
cancels  all  contracts.  Then  they  can  go 
back  the  next  week  and  rewrite  monthly 
cost  of  care  contracts  for  persons  who 
can  afford  them." 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  United  Methodist 
bishops  should  not  serve  for  life  and 
delegates  to  General  Conference  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  debate  the  issue. 

Those  are  the  reasons  given  here  by 
persons  who  will  submit  a  minority 
report  to  United  Methodism’s  highest 
legislative  conference  in  April,  1976. 

Dr.  Louise  Branscomb,  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  told  TM/  UMR  that  the  group 
wished  to  open  up  the  issue  “as  in¬ 
telligently  as  possible  and  allow  the 
elected  representatives  of  the  church  to 
make  their  decision.” 

The  Commission  to  Study  the 
Episcopacy  and  District  Superin¬ 
tendency  completed  its  study  here  Oct.  12 
after  four  years  of  work  and  reaffirmed 
the  present  church  law  that  bishops 
should  be  elected  to  the  office  for  life  (see 
TM/  UMR  Oct.  17).  Dr.  Branscomb  was 
one  of  the  members  who  voted  against 
that  section  of  the  report  in  the  19  to 
seven  ballot  which  reaffirmed  life 
tenure. 

“We  agree  with  the  commission  report 
that  the  church  needs  leadership  and 
authority,”  Dr.  Branscomb  said.  “But 
we  disagree  on  the  best  method  to 
achieve  those  aims.” 

Those  supporting  life  tenure  have 
compared  the  episcopal  office  to  that  of  a 
Supreme  Court  justice  who  is  elected  for 
life,  she  said.  “But  we  believe  the  office 

How  are  church  homes  handling  the  General  Conference 

situation? 

Mr.  Bergman  said  some  homes,  such  expenses  tO  be  Held 


as  the  Georgian  in  Evanston,  Ill.  have 
told  their  residents  what  the  situation  is 
and,  with  legal  counsel,  have  tried  to 
rewrite  contracts  converting  to  the 
monthly  pay  basis.  At  the  same  time,  the 
home  usually  has  to  borrow  large  sums  of 
money  to  meet  interim  cash  needs  until 
the  conversion  is  completed. 

Others  have  recognized  the  problem 
early  enough  to  handle  the  conversion 
without  serious  disruption,  as  in  the  case 
of  Pacific  Homes  in  California  and 
Hawaii. 

Pacific  Homes  administrator,  Howard 
Washburn,  said  that  when  their  seven 
home  complex  developed  a  cash-flow 
problem  in  1968,  a  conversion  financing 
program  was  set  up  to  be  completed  by 
1980.  Now  in  the  fourth  phase,  the 
projections  are  on  schedule  and  the 
future  is  secure  for  2100  residents. 
However,  there  will  be  no  expansion  until 
after  1980. 

The  problem  has  also  resulted  in  new 
appreciation  for  the  needs  of  the  92 
percent  of  the  aging  population  outside  of 
any  institution  and  for  the  facts  that  “we 
can  never  build  all  the  facilities  we 
need,”  “not  all  older  people  should  be  in 
retirement  homes"  and  we  must  "find 
ways  to  serve  people  in  multiple  ways 
outside  of  homes,”  said  Mr.  Washburn  in 
Los  Angeles. 

Another  route  has  been  to  seek  the 
support  of  the  annual  conference.  When 
Central  Pennsylvania’s  four  homes  for 
the  aged  and  its  home  for  children  were 
confronted  with  a  $7.5  million  dollar  bill 
to  meet  new  health  safety  standards,  the 
conference  board  of  health  and  welfare, 
headed  by  Kenneth  Plummer,  Cham- 
bersburg,  surveyed  church  members. 
Results  indicated  that  98  percent  were  in 
favor  of  continuing  the  homes. 

The  plan  to  raise  $3  million  from  the 
annual  conference  was  adopted  at  a 
special  session,  Mr.  Plummer  told 
TM/  UMR,  and  pledges  went  over  $4 
million  in  the  ensuing  campaign. 


near  1972  level 

INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (UMC)  — 
Despite  increased  costs  of  the  past  four 
years,  the  1976  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  is  expected  to  be  held  at  an 
expenditure  level  near  that  of  the  1972 
session,  according  to  the  commission 
responsible  for  planning  the  world-wide, 
law-making  assembly  of  the  denom¬ 
ination. 

Meeting  here  October  15-16,  the 
commission  approved  a  preliminary 
budget  for  the  session  opening  at  3  p.m. 
April  27  in  Portland,  Ore.,  of  $1,002,398. 
Expenditures  for  the  1972  meeting  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  totaled  some  $975,000. 

Much  of  the  saving  is  expected  to  come 
from  economies  planned  in  production  of 
the  Daily  Christian  Advocate,  the  day-to- 
day  record  of  the  proceedings;  pre- 
conference  reports  from  church  agencies 
and  study  commissions;  and  elimination 
of  special  programs. 

Largest  single  items  in  the  budget  are 
the  $375,000  travel  expense  for  the  984 
delegates,  and  the  $300,000  per  diem  to  be 
paid  at  the  rate  of  $25  per  day  of  the 
conference. 

In  other  business  here,  the  Commission 
on  the  General  Conference  worked  on 
agendas  for  the  opening  sessions  in 
Portland,  toured  the  Indiana  Convention 
Center  where  the  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  held,  and  asked  a  sub¬ 
committee  to  consider  further  possible 
recommendations  to  the  1976  session  for 
a  reduction  in  size  of  the  conference. 

The  church’s  constitution  provides  for 
a  General  Conference  of  not  fewer  than 
600  or  more  than  1,000  delegates.  The 
present  size  of  the  conference  is  based  on 
a  ratio  of  one  delegate  for  each  44,000  lay 
members  of  the  church,  and  one  clergy 
delegate  for  each  140  ordained  persons, 
with  the  provision  that  each  annual 
conference  shall  have  at  least  one  clergy 
and  one  lay  delegate. 


is  more  like  that  of  the  President  who  is 
elected  for  a  period  of  time.” 

The  surest  method  of  accountability, 
she  said,  lies  in  term  episcopacy.  “A 
bishop  knows  he/  she  will  not  be  in  office 
long  and  must  soon  return  to  the  ranks.” 
The  bishop  will  also  be  more  open  to 
consultation,  she  noted. 

"We  further  believe,”  said  the  retired 
gynecologist,  “that  strength  comes 
through  the  participation  of  people,  not 
merely  through  one  person.” 

Among  other  arguments  mentioned 
which  support  term  episcopacy  were: 

•  More  opportunity  for  leadership  in 
the  episcopal  office  among  the  clergy 
with  only  an  eight  year  term  and  no 
reelection. 

•  More  compatible  with  the  mood  of 
the  church  which  limits  years  in  office 
for  general  board  executives  and  district 
superintendents. 

•  More  in  line  with  the  results  of  a 
questionnaire  conducted  by  the  com¬ 
mission  in  1974  which  showed  that  more 
than  50  per  cent  of  the  ministers  and  lay 
persons  favored  term  episcopacy  while 
bishops  and  district  superintendents 
favored  life  tenure. 

The  wording  of  the  minority  report  has 
not  been  finalized,  Dr.  Branscomb  said. 
One  matter  to  consider  is  that  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  church  calls  for  life  tenure 
for  bishops.  A  change  to  term  would 
require  a  constitutional  amendment,  she 
said. 

The  chairperson  of  the  commission, 
Dr.  Merlyn  W.  Northfeld,  Evanston,  said 
the  minority  report  could  accompany  the 
commission  report  as  it  is  sent  to  General 
Conference  delegates.  The  commission 
allowed  any  member  to  sign  the  major 
report  with  an  asterisk  beside  the  per¬ 
son’s  name  which  would  indicate 
agreement  with  the  report  except  in 
those  sections  relating  to  tenure  of  office 
for  bishops. 


only  court  which  interprets  the  church’s 
constitution  and  law.) 

The  decision  was  carefully  hedged  in 
saying  that  the  action  can  be  taken 
“under  unusual  circumstances”  and  only 
if  the  conference  determines  that  the 
person  had  previously  met  the 
requirements. 

In  this  case  the  Council  sustained 
rulings  by  Bishop  Jack  Tuell,  Oregon- 
Idaho  Conference,  that  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Sorlien,  67,  could  have  full  conference 
membership  on  her  retirement  last  June. 
She  was  found  to  have  met  the 
requirements  in  1956  when  women  were 
first  eligible,  but  was  not  then  accepted. 

She  continued  to  serve  as  a  lay  supply 
pastor  but  was  ineligible  to  apply  for 
membership  under  later  changes  that 
required  a  seminary  degree. 

A  local  church  cannot  mortgage  its  real 
property  in  order  to  provide  funds  for 
bail  bonds  because  capital  and  current 
expense  funds  must  be  kept  separate, 
the  Council  said  in  decision  No.  399.  The 
question  was  asked  by  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Conference  in  connection  with  a 
Berks  County  bail  reform  project.  No 
local  church  was  involved. 

The  conference  council  on  ministries  or 
council  on  finance  and  administration 
lack  authority  to  change  the  amount  of 
money  distributed  to  conference  agen¬ 
cies.  This  power  is  reserved  to  the  annual 
conference  and  cannot  be  delegated,  the 
Council  told  North  Mississippi  Con¬ 
ference  in  decision  No.  404. 

With  minor  exceptions  only  annual 
conferences  can  elect  fully  constituted 
delegates  to  General  Conference,  the 
Judicial  Council  ruled  in  decision  No.  402. 

This  means  that  persons  seated  by 
General  Conference  action  with  voice  but 
no  vote  are  not  automatically  entitled  to 
expenses  as  delegates.  Those  so  seated  in 
1972  included  youth  and  seminary 
students. 

The  exceptions  to  annual  conference 
elections  are  those  from  overseas 
Methodist  churches  with  special 
agreements,  including  the  British 
Methodist  Church  and  affiliated 
autonomous  Methodist  churches. 

Comelio  M.  Ferrer,  of  the  Phillippines, 
is  legally  a  retired  bishop,  the  Council 
ruled  in  revising  earlier  decisions  and 
ending  a  three-year  confusion. 

Overseas  bishops  have  terms  instead 
of  life  tenure.  If  they  retire  during  their 
term  as  a  bishop,  they  are  legally  retired 
as  bishops,  but  if  they  retire  after  their 
term  as  bishop,  they  are  retired  as 
elders. 

Ralph  M.  Houston,  Ft.  Pierce,  Fla.,  is 
president  of  the  nine-member  Council. 
Nine  decisions  were  rendered  by  this 
session;  the  other  decisions  were  on 
matters  of  ministerial  relations, 
primarily,  and  one  dealt  with  the  limits 
on  the  rights  of  delegates  from 
provisionary  conferences. 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  <8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  eds  <1.00  per  Insertion. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
wanted.  Orlando.  Fla.  —  1,300  congregation. 
Requirements:  Christian  commitment, 
college  graduate  —  church  and  seminary 
experience  preferred.  For  application,  write: 
Richard  Schmidt.  Associate  Pastor.  As  bury 
United  Methodist  Church.  Box  236.  Maitland. 

Fla.  3275L 

HAWAII:  7 days,  6 nights.  Leaving  Dallas  Dec. 

26th.  Finest  resort  hotels.  Brochures  —  Bess 
Loudermilk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas.  Texas  75205. 

DELTA  QUEEN  AND  NEW  ORLEANS 
Thanksgiving  week  end.  Transportation, 
breakfast  at  Brennan's,  sight  seeing.  3  days  on 

Delta  Queen  <299.  Write:  First  National 
Travel.  Box  590.  Arlington.  Texas  79010.  (917) 
285-2236. 

NEEDED:  Education  Assistant  In  small  but 
growing  church.  Must  know  curriculum  and  be 
able  to  work  in  area  of  children  and  youth. 

Send  resume  and  picture  to:  Rev.  George 
Harbuck,  1101  Monroe.  Gretna.  La.  70053. 

Beautiful  book  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL  OC¬ 

CASIONS.  makes  splendid  gift.  Single  copy 
<2.50 postpaid.  6  copies  <1.50  each.  Elizabeth's. 

J*.  O.  Box  25351,  Houston.  Texas  77005. 

EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE 
for  local  church  campaigns.  Modest  fee.  Fall 
dates  available.  Write  Immediately:  Dr.  Percy 
Frank  Asher.  227  Kendall  PI..  Elmira.  N.  Y. 

1490L 

WORSHIP  PAC,  a  creative  journal  for  worship 
and  celebration.  Eight  Issues.  <6  a  year.  Center 
for  Worship  Reformation.  1219  Third  St.. 

N.  W..  Salem.  Ore.  97304. 

HELP  WANTED:  Married  couples  with  no 
children  to  serve  as  child  care  workers  with 
emotionally  disturbed  youth.  Must  be  able  to 
effluctuate.  control  and  lead  group  Interaction. 

Must  be  at  least  25- years -old.  Prefer  with 
college  degree  In  child  development 
psychology  or  related  fields.  Work  week  Is  four 
days.  24  hours  per  day.  Starting  salary  la 
<10.500  per  couple  plus  room  and  board  while 
on  duty.  Paid  vacation,  sick  leave, 
hospitalization.  If  Interested,  call  or  write: 

Paul  Juvlnall.  Campus  Lite  Supervisor.  P.  O. 

Box  9.  Enterprise.  Fla.  32793.  (305)  688-4496. 

YOUTH-MUSIC  DIRECTOR  position  open 
now.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact:  First  UMC. 

600  S.  Alice.  Monahans.  Texas  79756.  or  call 
(915)  943-2516. 

"HOW  TO  STUDY  THE  LIFE  OF  JESUS 
CHRIST.”  New  guide  to  reading  the  gospels 
far  beginning  Bible  students  and  teachers. 
<1.00.  Rev.  Doug  Henderson,  995  Vienna.  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  94112. 

CHRISTMAS  IN  ITALY:  14-day  Art  and 
Religious  Tour  of  Italy  departing  Dec.  17. 
Write:  Sanborn's  Travel  Center,  701  Parkrldge 

Dr..  San  Antonio,  Tex.  79219.  { 

1975  UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE 
TOUR  of  England.  Nov.  24  -  Dec.  2.  From  New 
Orleans.  Details:  United  Methodist  Heritage 

Tour.  315  E.  Third.  Crowley.  La.  70526. 

WANTED:  Married  couple,  entering 
retirement,  seeking  good  rural  home  to  rent. 
Know  how  to  do  small  repair  when  needed. 
Reasonable  rent.  Sara  Bower.  R.D.  1, 
Venango.  Pa.  16440. 

ATTENTION  FUND  RAISERS:  We  have  a 
better  way!  Perfect  for  MYFs.  UMWs,  etc. 
Check  us  out!  Free  details:  Charles  Ross.  Box 

1256.  Cortland.  N.  Y.  13045. 

THE  IOWA  UNITED  METHODIST  FOUN¬ 
DATION  Is  looking  for  an  experienced  person 
as  Executive  Director.  Anyone  Interested  and 
qualified  should  write  to:  Iowa  United 
Methodist  Foundation.  1019  Chestnut  SL.  Des 
Moines.  Iowa  50309. 

WANTED:  Experienced  person  to  work  full¬ 
time  In  950-member  church  In  Christian 
education  with  special  attention  to  youth. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  full  resume, 
references  and  picture  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  312,  Monett,  Mo.  85708. 
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Social  action-evangelism  gap  closing 

Leaders  at  National  Council  of  Churches  anniversary  cite  progress 
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EUREKA,  III.  —  College  and  high  school  youth  trudge  through  deserted  cornfields 
gleaning  the  remaining  ears  to  raise  money  for  the  world's  hungry. 

PHOTO:  PEORIA  JOURNAL  STAR 

‘Proxy’  gleaners  gather 
com  for  the  hungry 

D,|  CU  *  DAhl  irr>  um _ . 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

Walking  the  rows  of  an  Illinois  corn 
field  after  it  has  been  harvested  is  a 
tedious  business  at  best,  but  two 
organizations  —  Gleaners  International 
and  CROP  —  are  turning  out  hundreds  of 
college  and  high  school  youth  to  scour 
dried  leaves  and  flattened  stalks  for  the 
five  percent  of  the  crop  left  behind  by 
harvesting  machines. 

Why?  To  help  feed  the  world’s  hungry 
people,  is  their  answer. 

“Wherever  there  is  abundance  and 
expensive  waste,  we  act  as  ‘proxies’  for 
those  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  who 
would  be  doing  the  gleaning  if  they 
could,’’  said  Phil  Balen,  a  third  year 
political  science  and  economics  major  at 
Eureka  Christian  College,  Eureka,  Ill. 
He  heads  Gleaners  International,  which 
in  its  second  year  of  operation,  is  working 
primarily  in  the  American  college 
community  to  “stimulate  action  and 
education  on  the  issue  of  world  hunger.’’ 

After  the  corn  is  picked  up  and  sold 
through  local  grain  buyers,  the  money  is 
channelled  through  CROP  which  is  an 
arm  of  Church  World  Service,  CARE, 
Bread  for  the  World,  and  Heifer  Project, 
Inc.  In  turn,  these  organizations  put  the 
money  to  work  for  the  world’s  hungry. 

“It  is  estimated  that  a  billion  and  a  half 
dollars  worth  of  the  com  crop  is  left  in  the 
fields  annually,”  Mr.  Balen  told 
TM/  UMR  last  wek. 

Mr.  Balen  said  the  five  campus 
chapters  of  Gleaners  hope  to  raise  $10,000 
this  fall  from  their  October-November 
weekends  picking  up  com. 

“Gleaning  is  not  really  a  new  idea,” 
said  U.M.  minister  Lowell  Brown, 
Springfield,  Ill.,  who  claims  to  be  the 
father  of  Gleaners  International,  as  well 
as  executive  director  of  the  Illinois  CROP 
operation. 


“Twenty  years  ago  when  com  picking 
was  still  very  sloppy,  religious  and 
charitable  organizations  earned  a  lot  of 
money  by  gleaning  the  fields  in  the 
fall.  CROP  got  most  of  its  money  in 
Illinois  that  way.” 

The  practice  dwindled,  he  said,  as 
machines  became  more  efficient,  but  the 
Illinois  CROP  office  has  revived  the 
practice  this  year  on  an  experimental 
basis.  “We’re  just  trying  to  find  more 
ways  to  get  people  involved  in  the  hunger 
issue.” 

Illinois  United  Methodist  churches  are 
picking  up  the  idea  this  fall  with  cam¬ 
paigns  planned  in  cooperation  with 
Gleaners  and  CROP. 

About  100  youth,  upper  elementary 
through  senior  high,  will  be  picking  up 
corn  on  Sunday  afternoons  in  largely 
suburban  Oswego  Township,  backed  by 
sponsors  who  will  have  pledged  to  make 
a  contribution  to  CROP  for  every  hour  of 
time  the  youth  put  in.  Oswego  Prairie 
and  Good  Shepherd  U.M.  youth  are 
signed  up  according  to  the  campaign  co- 
chairman,  Paul  Shoger,  who  said  this  is  a 
township-wide  event. 

“Most  people  don’t  realize  the  rest  of 
the  world  is  hungry,”  Mr.  Shoger  said. 
“We  hope  that  gleaning  will  bring  it 
home  to  them  more.” 

Approximately  25  high  school  youth 
from  Ogle  County  U.M.  churches  in 
northern  Illinois  will  be  walking  the  rows 
Nov.  9,”  reported  the  Rev.  James 
Scorgie,  Mt.  Morris.  “Their  motive  is  to 
provide  a  witness  and  some  relief  for  the 
hungry  of  the  world.” 

Of  course,  gleaning  goes  back  in 
history  to  Bible  times  when  the  rights  of 
the  poor  to  glean  after  the  harvested 
fields  were  guaranteed  by  Mosaic  law. 

Today’s  gleaners,  ‘by  proxy’,  are 
converting  an  age-old  practice  into  a 
unique  new  form  which  provides  a 
channel  for  concerned  action. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  observed  its  25th 
anniversary  here  with  a  low-key 
celebration  in  which  a  prevalent  theme 
was  the  closing  of  the  gap  between 
Christians  who  stress  social  action  and 
those  emphasizing  personal  evangelism. 

Both  present  and  past  Council  leaders 
insisted  that  the  split  between  socially 
active  ecumenism,  represented  by  the 
organization,  and  the  so-called  con¬ 
servative  evangelicals  outside  is  being 
overcome. 

The  meeting  of  the  Council’s  Govern¬ 
ing  Board  at  which  the  quarter-century 
mark  was  celebrated  responded  en¬ 
thusiastically  when  the  outgoing 
president,  the  Rev.  W.  Sterling  Cary, 
called  for  no  let-up  in  ecumenical 
commitment  to  racial  justice  and  other 
issues  that  confronted  the  nation  in  the 
1960s. 

It  also  took  preliminary  steps  toward 
endorsement  of  a  new  policy  statement 
on  evangelism.  That  statement,  which 
will  be  debated  and  considered  at  the 
next  Governing  Board  meeting,  defines 
evangelism  in  personal,  social,  com¬ 
munity  and  public  terms. 

William  P.  Thompson,  Stated  Clerk 
(chief  executive)  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  who  is  the  National 
Council  president  for  the  next  three 
years,  said  in  a  press  conference  that  he 
sees  a  convergence  of  the  interests  of 
evangelicals  and  the  churches  in  the 
Council. 

He  said  there  is  growing  concern  in 
denominations  that  have  stressed  social 
action  for  spiritual  life,  worship  and 
personal  evangelism.  There  is,  he  added, 
new  evidence  that  “conservative 
evangelicals”  are  realizing  that  personal 
evangelism  with  social  initiative  forms 
an  “incomplete  Gospel.” 

When  the  National  Council  was 
organized  in  1950  there  was  hope  that 

An  issue  in  liturgy 


Protestant  denominations  which  then 
reflected  no  interest  in  ecumenism  or 
were  leapr  of  the  social  activism  of  some 
constitution  groups  would  eventually 
join.  That  has  not  happened,  although 
some  non-Council  denominations,  such 
as  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  take 
part  in  certain  program  units  without 
becoming  Council  members. 

Introduced  by  the  Council’s  Division  of 
Church  and  Society,  the  proposed  policy 
statement  on  evangelism  was  drafted 
with  the  participation  of  persons  from 

NCC  document  charg 

Sin  is  root 


some  non-member  churches,  including 
the  Christian  Reformed  Church  and  the 
Church  of  God  (Anderson,  Ind.)  It  was 
said  that  the  “conservative  evangeli¬ 
cals”  were  among  those  who  insisted  on 
including  a  statement  declaring  social 
witness  to  be  an  “inescapably”  Christian 
duty. 


A  1976  National  Council  budget  of 
$18,742,660  was  adopted  by  the  Governing 
Board.  The  sum  includes  $1.95  million  to 
be  received  in  ocean  freight  reim¬ 
bursement  on  relief  goods  shipped  by 

:es 


Church  World  Service. 

The  $16,792,660  set  for  basic  programs 
and  projects  is  $972,850  higher  than  that 
of  1975.  The  Council’s  budget  is  a  flexible 
reality,  dependent  in  large  part  on 
contributions  given  by  member 
denominations  for  specific  programs. 

In  fiscal  1974,  total  designated  and 
undesignated  (for  general  operation) 
funds  from  denominations  totaled 
$9,542,710,  with  over  one-third  of  that 
amount  given  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Sin  is  the  "root 
cause"  of  world  hunger,  according  to  a 
new  policy  statement  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  20-page  document,  adopted  by 
delegates  of  31  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
Churches  at  the  Council's  semi-annual 
Governing  Board  meeting  here,  goes  far 
beyond  what  was  described  as  an 
American  "food  aid  mentality.” 

Projecting  new  attitudes  that  might 
permanently  release  people  at  home  and 
abroad  from  the  shadows  of  starvation 
and  malnutrition,  the  National  Council 
said  the  food  crisis  is  so  severe  that  all 
previous  policies  and  programs  are 
inadequate  to  solve  it. 

The  policy  statement  concedes  that  the 
Council  did  not  discover  world  hunger 
and  that  1975  is  hardly  the  first  year  in 
which  churches  have  tackled  the 
problem.  But  it  challenges  all  religious 
groups  to  take  the  lead  in  changing 
systems  that  have  allowed  hunger  to 
grow. 

While  bad  weather,  inflation  and 


cause  of  world  hunger 
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Is  God  ‘feminine’? 


U.M.  theologian  opposes  ‘pulling 
the  plug’  in  the  Quinlan  case 


MADISON,  N.J.  (RNS)  —  An  opinion 
prepared  here  for  the  New  Jersey 
Council  of  Churches  has  questioned  the 
morality  of  removing  the  artificial  life 
supports  from  21-year-old  Karen  Anne 
Quinlan  of  Landing,  N.J.,  who  has  been  in 
a  coma  for  six  months. 

The  statement,  drawn  up  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Oden,  professor  of  theology  and 
ethics  at  Drew  University,  a  United 
Methodist  school  here,  contrasts  with  the 
position  taken  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  which  supports  Miss  Quinlan’s 
parents’  wish  that  the  mechanical 
respirator  keeping  her  alive  be  discon¬ 
nected. 

The  parents  have  sought  a  legal 
decision  from  the  New  Jersey  Superior 
Court  Morristown,  and  Judge  Robert 
Muir,  Jr.,  set  Oct.  20  as  the  date  for  a 
hearing.  Physicians  at  St.  Clare’s 
Hospital,  Denville,  N.J.,  refused  to  honor 
the  parents’  request  that  the  respirator 
be  disconnected. 

Dr.  Oden’s  statement,  which  was 
expected  to  be  approved  by  the  New 
Jersey  Council  of  Churches  Oct.  13, 
declared  that  no  one  (doctors,  judges  or 
family;  “is  licitly  authorized  deliber¬ 
ately  to  take  away  innocent  life.” 

In  warning  the  courts  not  to  set 
dangerous  precedents  which  “could  be 
construed  unjustly  and  harmfully  to 
human  life,”  Dr.  Oden  said  that 
“however  one  classifies  the  Quinlan 
case,  it  is  probable  that  it  would  be  in¬ 
terpreted.  rightly  or  wrongly,  as  a  more 
general  court  sanction  of  all  forms  of 
euthanasia  (mercy  killing)  unless  the 


court  makes  it  very  clear  about  the  limits 
of  its  sanctions.” 

The  United  Methodist  minister 
suggested  that  the  only  recourse  for  the 
woman’s  father,  Joseph  T.  Quinlan,  was 
to  disengage  the  respirator  as  a  “con¬ 
scientious  act  of  civil  disobedience  with 
the  risk  of  being  tried  under  law  for  his 
action.”  He  said  Mr.  Quinlan  would  have 
to  assume  all  responsibility  and  be 
willing  to  be  prosecuted. 

In  his  eight-page  opinion  Dr.  Oden  said 
that  medical  judgments  such  as 
“hopeless”  are  subject  to  a  wide  in¬ 
terpretation  and  that  the  courts  should 
make  such  judgments  as  difficult  to 
prove  as  they  actually  are.  “Fur¬ 
thermore,  one  cannot  help  but  wonder 
whether  medical  research  might  develop 
cures  even  for  seemingly  ‘hopeless’ 
cases.” 

While  expressing  sympathy  for  the 
Quinlans,  Dr.  Oden  said  a  ruling  on 
behalf  of  the  parents  "would  for  the  first 
time  in  our  history  legalize  the  killing  of 
an  innocent  person.” 

“If  legal  guardians  are  allowed  to 
judge  the  worth  and  viability  of  human 
life  in  so-called  ‘permanent  vegetative 
states,’  ”  he  said,  “then  we  should 
probably  not  be  surprised  to  see  many 
‘mercy  killings’  of  retardates,  the  insane, 
feeble-minded  and  severely  handicapped 
individuals.” 

"Any  court  ruling  which  sanctions  the 
unjust  killing  of  innocent  persons,”  he 
continued,  “could  conceivably  be 
regarded  by  Christian  conscience  as  an 
unjust  law.” 
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TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  —  Is  it  possible  to  think  of 
God  in  feminine  terms? 

No,  some  will  contend;  Jesus  himself 
referred  to  God  as  Father. 

Yes,  say  others.  The  Scripture 
frequently  describes  God  with  feminine 
imagery  as  well  as  with  masculine. 

United  Methodists  involved  in  pre¬ 
paring  new  liturgies  are  sensitive  to 
the  current  debate  as  to  whether,  or  to 
what  extent,  masculine  language  is 
appropriate  when  referring  to  God, 
according  to  Dr.  Hoyt  L.  Hickman.  He  is 
the  director  of  the  Office  of  Local  Church 
Worship  in  the  Board  of  DiscipleshiD 
(BOD)  here. 

In  fact,  he  said,  unsolved  problems 
with  sexist  language  have  been  a  major 
factor  in  slowing  up  the  appearance  of 
new  liturgies  for  the  church.  The  last  new 
service  was  “The  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper:  An  Alternate  Text  1972.” 

Two  manuscripts  in  a  proposed  series 
of  paperback  booklets,  “Baptism, 
Confirmation,  and  Renewal”  and 
“Rituals  for  a  New  Day”  are  scheduled 
to  receive  final  scrutiny  by  the  Section  on 
Worship  of  the  BOD  at  the  upcoming  Oct. 
24-26  meeting  here,  Dr.  Hickman  told 
TM/  UMR.  If  approved,  the  earliest  they 
could  appear  in  published  form  would  be 
late  1976. 

Dr.  Hickman  stressed  that  these  are 
“optional  services  and  not  replacements 
for  present  liturgies.” 

Others  in  various  stages  of  preparation 
include  “Word  and  Supper”  in  which  a 
variety  of  resources  and  approaches  for 
communion  will  be  offered,  marriage 
and  funeral  liturgies,  ordination  ser¬ 
vices,  rites  with  the  sick  and  dying  and  a 
variety  of  occasional  services. 

“In  the  spirit  of  the  1972  General 
Conference,  the  Section  on  Worship  is 
committed  to  the  policy  of  not  using 
masculine  language  in  the  generic  sense 
in  any  new  ritual  material,”  Dr.  Hick¬ 
man  said.  That  means  that  words  such  as 
“man,”  “brotherhood,”  and  “mankind” 
will  be  avoided  when  the  word  includes 
both  women  and  men. 

But  the  big  debate  still  is  whether  or  to 
what  extent  masculine  language  is  ap¬ 
propriate  when  referring  to  God,  Dr. 
Hickman  said.  A  major  consideration  is 
to  use  a  pattern  of  words  that  is  clearly 
trinitarian  and  which  will  not  jeopardize 
recognition  of  United  Methodist  baptism, 
for  instance,  by  other  Christian  chur¬ 
ches 

“We’ve  not  discovered  any  other 
pattern  of  words  as  indubitably 
trinitarian  as  ‘Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit’,”  said  Dr.  Hickman.  The  Section 
does  not  feel  that  the  substitute  title 
"Creator  Redeemer,  and  Sustainer” 


adequately  conveys  the  trinitarian  un¬ 
derstanding  of  God,  nor  is  it  honest  to 
scripture. 

A  second  consideration  is  the  Section’s 
commitment  to  be  faithful  to  the  scrip¬ 
tures. 

Dr.  Hickman  said  the  Section  has  found 
at  least  three  ways  of  handling  the 
masculine  references  to  God  in  new 
liturgies  which  it  believes  will  be  ac¬ 
ceptable. 

One  obvious  way  is  to  leave  the 
masculine  wording.  Dr.  Hickman  said 
this  route  is  used  when  the  best 
scholarship  indicates  a  masculine  word 
was  used  in  the  earliest  texts.  For 
example,  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  which 
begins  with  “Our  Father,  ...” 

A  second  way  is  the  paraphrase  or 
indirect  quotation.  “For  example,”  he 
said,  “a  portion  of  the  communion  ser¬ 
vice  refers  to  Jesus’  admonition  to  leave 
your  gift  at  the  altar  and  go  and  be 
reconciled  with  ‘your  brother’.  Instead  of 
the  direct  quotation,  it  can  be 
paraphrased:  ‘Jesus  tells  us  if  we  are  in 
need  of  reconciliation  with  any  person,  or 
with  any  brother  or  sister,  we  should 
leave  our  gift  ...  !” 

A  third  way  is  to  balance  a  masculine 
reference  to  God  with  a  feminine 
reference  to  God,  both  from  scripture. 

For  example,  in  a  service  proposed  for 
baptism  the  minister  would  say:  “I 
baptize  you  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the 
Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit”  and  then 
placing  his  hands  on  the  head  of  the 
person  being  baptized  would  continue: 
“The  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  work 
within  you,  that  being  born  of  water  and 
the  Spirit,  you  may  be  a  faithful  witness 
of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Dr.  Hickman  said  that,  “though  subtle, 
the  reference  to  being  born  of  water  and 
the  Spirit  is  clearly  a  feminine  reference 
to  God.” 

Maximum  use  of  feminine  imagery 
will  be  used,  he  said.  Other  examples  are 
the  parable  of  the  lost  coin  where  God  is 
described  as  being  like  a  woman 
sweeping  her  house  in  search  of  the  lost 
and  Jesus’  statement  outside  Jerusalem 
comparing  God  to  a  mother  hen  who 
would  gather  her  chicks  under  her  wings. 

Some  men  and  women  in  the  church 
are  asking  “Why  all  the  fuss  with 
language?” 

Dr.  Hickman  said  “language  is  im¬ 
portant  because  it  shapes  our  thinking. 
It’s  difficult  to  think  except  in  words. 
Sometimes  the  words  we  use  such  as 
“men”  are  meant  to  be  inclusive  and 
sometimes  they  are  used  to  be  clearly 
exclusive.  Many  persons  feel  this  has 
tended  to  suggest  that  women  are 
second-rate.  We  are  trying  to  do  justice 
to  everyone.” 


y. 


By  CHARLES  M.  CHAKOUR 
Today,  a  descriptive  word  for  Francis 
Asbury  would  be  “intentional.”  Though 
that  word  was  not  used  in  1771  as  we  now 
apply  it,  Methodism’s  first  great  leader 
was  the  incarnation  of  the  meaning  of 
“intentionality.”  God  had  called  him  to 
the  colonies,  Wesley  had  sent  him  and  he 
had  come  in  faith.  Asbury  was  clear 
about  his  purpose.  When  he  arrived  in 
America  on  October  27,  1771,  he  wrote: 

“This  day  we  landed  in  Philadelphia, 
where  we  were  directed  to  the  house  of 
one  Mr.  Francis  Harris,  who  kindly 
entertained  us  in  the  evening,  and 
brought  us  to  a  large  church,  where  we 
met  with  a  considerable  congregation. 
Brother  Pilmore  preached.  The  people 
looked  o-  us  with  pleasure,  hardly 


Bicentennial  notes: 
Ashury’s  purpose  clear 


knowing  how  to  show  their  love  suffi¬ 
ciently,  bidding  us  welcome  with  fervent 
affection,  and  receiving  us  as  angels  of 
God. 

“O  that  we  may  always  walk  worthy  of 
the  vocation  wherewith  we  are  called? 
When  I  came  near  the  American  shore, 
my  very  heart  melted  within  me,  to  think 
from  whence  I  came,  where  I  was  going, 
and  what  I  was  going  about.  But  I  felt  my 
mind  open  to  the  people,  and  my  tongue 
loosed  to  speak.  I  feel  that  God  is  here; 
and  find  plenty  of  all  we  need.” 

Mr.  Chakour,  treasurer  of  the  Northern 
Illinois  Conference,  has  compiled  a 
series  of  excerpts  from  Asbury’s 
“ Journal ”  for  TM-UMR  for  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial. 


questionable  political  decisions  play 
major  roles  in  explaining  what  40  per 
cent  of  the  earth’s  people  are  hungry,  the 
ecumenical  organization  said  “sinful 
human  behavior”  is  the  chief  cause. 
Why,  the  statement  asks,  did  so  many  go 
hungry  in  1974  when  enough  food  was 
produced  worldwide  last  year  to  meet 
minimal  nutrition  levels? 

“Selfishness”  was  lifted  up  as  a 
reason.  “Seldom  acknowledged,  fre¬ 
quently  institutionalized,  and  occasion¬ 
ally  intended,  sin  is  the  root  cause  of  the 
world  food  crisis,”  the  statement  de¬ 
clares. 

In  addition  to  adopting  the  statement, 
the  National  Council’s  Governing  Board 
approved  an  ecumenical  Coordinating 
Council  for  Hunger  Concerns.  That  group 
will  seek  to  involve  denominations  in 
implementing  the  proposals  of  the  policy 
and  in  linking  the  Council  to  the  anti- 
hunger  efforts  of  Roman  Catholic, 
Jewish  and  other  religious  groups. 

An  interreligious  effort  to  monitor  U.S. 
food  policies  and  provide  information  to 
religious  groups  is  another  outcome  of 
the  National  Council  hunger  task  force. 

The  major  debate  sparked  by  the 
policy  statement,  entitled  “Human 
Hunger  and  the  World  Food  Crisis,” 
centered  on  population  growth. 

As  originally  worded,  the  statement 
said,  “Unless  the  world’s  rate  of 
population  growth  is  reduced  in  the  very 
near  future,  efforts  to  feed  all  people  may 
be  doomed  to  frustration.”  In  a  revision 
made  prior  to  the  Governing  Board 
meeting,  the  National  Council’s  execu¬ 
tive  committee  inserted  a  sentence  ask¬ 
ing  the  U.S.  government  to  project  a 
policy  to  achieve  population  stabilization 
“while  avoiding  any  forms  of  coercion  of 
the  poor  and  powerless  within  our 
society.” 

That  revision  reflected,  in  part, 
minority  objections  to  any  reference  to 
zero  population. 

The  section  on  population  as  presented 
to  the  October  board  meeting  still  did  not 


satisfy  all  segments  of  the  Council.  One 
board  working  group  offered  an  amend¬ 
ment  for  the  sentences  on  population 
which,  among  other  things,  said  that  the 
affluent  “particularly  need  population 
stabilization  because  of  the  dispropor¬ 
tionately  heavy  drain  which  they  make 
on  the  world’s  resources.” 

Collection  plate 
symbol  of  church, 
state  separation 

GLORIETA,  N.M.  (UMN)  -  The 
col’eotion  plate  is  a  symbol  of  the 
separation  of  church  and  state  for 
American  Christianity,  according  to  a 
lecturer  here  at  the  Northwest  Texas- 
New  Mexico  Pastor’s  School. 

Dr.  Klaus  Pinzel,  professor  of  church 
history  at  SMU’s  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  told  the  U.M. 
preachers  “the  Sunday  morning 
collection  plate  symbolizes  the 
revolutionary  change  that  came  to  the 
American  church  with  the  War  of 
Independence.” 

Prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  the 
Christian  churches  were  supported  by 
the  government,  he  noted,  but  with  that 
support  came  government  control  and 
state  church  membership. 

Dr.  Pinzel  said  the  War  of  Indepen¬ 
dence  set  the  American  church  free  to 
become  the  voluntary  body  it  is  today, 
dependent  upon  individual  persuasion  for 
membership  and  money. 

The  collection  plate  gave  the  church 
freedom  to  become  a  new  church  in  a 
new  democratic  country  200  years  ago. 

Dr.  Pinzel  addressed  the  pastors  of  the 
two  annual  conferences  on  the  theme  of 
the  new  church  in  a  revolutionary  epoch. 
Other  lecturers  were  Dr.  Zan  Holmes, 
Dallas,  and  Ms.  Ruth  Truman,  author 
from  Westlake  Village,  Calif. 


Leslie  Weatherhead: 

A  Personal  Portrait 


A.  Kingsley  Weatherhead 


Leslie  Weatherhead,  the 
great  beloved  British 
clergyman  and  writer,  has 
earned  his  halo.  But  no 
one  ever  wore  one  with 
such  a  mischievous  gleam 
in  his  eye.  Weatherhead’s 
story  is  a  shining  and 
amazing  saga  of  how  a 
man  can  turn  a  stern  child¬ 
hood  into  a  loving  and 
powerful  ministry  to  others. 


Written  by  his  son,  who 
matches  devotion  with 
humor  and  objectivity,  this 
delightful  biography  tells 
the  engagingly  human  story 
of  a  man  who  is  now 
known  as  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  preachers  of  the 
twentieth  century.  $7.95 
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Bishop’s  Message 

Recently  Susan  Fogg  of  the  Times-Picayune  National  Service  wrote  that  the 
vast  majority  of  black  physicians  are  graduates  of  the  nation’s  two 
predominantly  black  medical  colleges,  according  to  a  survey  conducted  for  the 
Health  Resources  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare. 

The  survey  of  3,405  black  M.D.'s  showed  that  30  per  cent  of  these  were 
graduates  of  our  own  Methodist  Meharry  Medical  College  in  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  A  fact  such  as  this  one  should  be  remembered  when  we  make  our  of¬ 
ferings  to  the  Black  Colleges  Fund  through  the  budgets  of  all  of  our  churches. 
Think  of  the  enormous  contribution  that  has  been  made  across  all  these  years 
by  the  church  through  the  science  of  medicine,  as  Meharry  Medical  College,  for 
many  years  operating  as  the  only  black  medical  facility  in  the  entire  American 
South,  has  produced  such  an  enormous  dimension  of  value  and  of  service. 

There  are  many  other  aspects  to  the  Black  Colleges  Fund  which  need  at¬ 
tention  also.  One  of  these  has  to  do  with  the  chaplaincy  at  Dillard  University.  It 
is  a  joy  to  support  such  an  item  in  the  budget  of  each  local  church. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Golden  Anniversary  on  October  11  and 
12,  and  the  theme  was:  “The  Heritage  of 
the  Past  is  the  Seed  from  which  Comes 
the  Harvest  of  the  Future.” 

The  congregation,  Lafayette’s  oldest 
Protestant  group,  met  in  homes  before 
1837  and  was  served  by  circuit  riders 
until  1845,  when  they  acquired  a  minister. 
The  former  church  building  was  built  in 
1858,  and  in  1952  members  moved  to  a 
new  building  for  their  first  service  on 
October  11.  At  that  time  the  building  and 
grounds  represented  an  investment  of 
$100,000. 

Through  the  years  the  church  has 
continued  to  grow  both  in  members  and 
in  property  value.  Today  the  mem¬ 
bership  is  1012.  The  church  is  looking  to 
future  expansion,  by  purchasing 
property  to  extend  the  boundaries.  New 
programs  are  being  offered  each  year, 
and  this  year  the  church  purchased  a  bus 
to  use  for  many  activities. 

The  celebration  marking  the  50th 
Anniversary  (of  the  building)  was  the 
church’s  way  of  paying  tribute  to  all  who 
have  given  time,  talent,  effort  and 
financial  assistance,  according  to  a 
church  spokesman.  The  many  faithful 
members  and  former  pastors  were 
specifically  honored. 

A  congregational  dinner  was  held  on 
October  11,  with  many  former  pastors 


former  associate  pastors  and  wives  were 
also  present. 

A  special  service  was  held  on  Sunday 
morning,  October  12,  in  celebration  of  the 
50  years  of  growth  and  development  of 
the  congregation.  Former  pastors 
participated,  along  with  the  current 
pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr. 

A  highlight  of  the  service  was  special 
tribute  paid  to  living  fifty-year  members 
of  the  congregation:  Mable  Beadle, 
Onesia  Beadle,  Gertrude  Yandle  Belote, 
Maurice  Benton,  Lula  Bell  May  Bowles, 
Fannie  Cushman  Cantrelle,  Alice  Boring 
Chauvin,  Irene  Blakely  Concienne,  Nora 
Cotter  Costley,  Olive  Nolan  Creagh, 
Margaret  Yandle  Daughdrill,  D’Ella 
Veazey  David,  Eva  Schaeffler 
Delhomme,  Harold  Demanade,  Ida  Irene 
Spance  Edgerton,  Bessye  Evans  Faulk, 
Mary  D.  Miller  Gerac,  Annie  Lee  Beadle 
Henderson,  Thomas  Hopkins. 

Also,  Gladys  Jordan,  Grace  Jordan, 
Sue  LeRosen,  Bernard  Manley,  Beulah 
Beadle  Manley,  Elisabeth  Denbo  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Annie  Sample  Nolan,  Gladys 
Beadle  Nolan,  F.  O.  Oxford,  Josephine 
Burt  Oxford,  Moody  Phillips,  Lillie 
Richard,  Roy  B.  Schaeffler,  Clifton  R. 
Shaw,  Savanah  Mae  Hopkins  Thiot,  Ruth 
Schaeffler  Williamson. 

Miss  Onesia  Beadle  has  been  a 
member  since  1899! 


Rodessa  UMC  35th  anniversary 


Homecoming  Sunday  was  observed  c 
September  21  at  the  Rodessa  Church, 
celebrating  the  35th  anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  the  church  building,  which 
had  taken  place  in  1940.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke, 
former  Rodessa  pastor,  brought  the 
morning  message,  and  almost  100  per¬ 
sons  gathered  for  the  occasion. 

Although  the  church  building  dates 
from  1940,  Methodism  in  the  community 
goes  back  much  further.  The  Rev.  S.  S. 
Bogan  who  was  retired  from  his  church 
work  of  46  years  went  to  Rodessa  during 
the  oil  boom  days  and  saw  the  need  for  a 
Methodist  Church.  A  church  spokesman 
relates  that  Mr.  Bogan  found  a  tem¬ 


porary  meeting  place  and  walked  from 
door  to  door,  arousing  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  church.  The  idea  caught  on, 
and  many  interested  persons  donated 
time,  labor,  materials  and  other 
resources.  A  modest  structure  was 
erected,  and  Bishop  A.  Frank  Smith 
preached  the  first  sermon  in  the  new 
church. 

Among  the  charter  members  who  were 
present  for  the  recent  celebration  were: 
Mrs.  P.  C.  Brittain,  Miss  Hattie  Sexton, 
Mrs.  Sydney  Claire  Kilpatrick,  M.  F. 
Smith,  and  Mrs.  Winona  Louviere. 

The  Rev.  Louis  Coppage  is  the  present 
pastor,  also  is  pastor  of  the  Vivian 
Church. 


Missionary  movement 
to  Hawaii  dramatized 


Felicity  Church  Dr#  Webb  D.  Pomeroy  inaugurated  as  the 

celebrates  125th  J  ° 

anniversary,  Nov.  2  James  Professor  of  Religion  at  Centenary 


Golden  Anniversary  J'or  Lafayette  First 

‘The  Heritage.. .The  Seed. ..The  Harvest...’ 


Former  pastors  participating  in  the  50th  Anniversary  Celebration  of  First  Church, 
Lafayette,  are  shown  above:  left  to  right,  front  row  — the  Reverends  Ed  R.  Haug,  R. 
R.  Branton.  Fred  S.  Flurry,  Richard  Hebert;  second  row  ( from  left)  —  Jerry  A. 
Means,  Virgil  D.  Morris,  W.  D.  Poole,  and  the  present  pastor,  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr. 
Lafayette’s  First  Church  marked  its  and  their  wives  attending.  A  number  of 
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Ftrit  DM,  Boater  City,  had  a  special  churoh  night  recently  during  which  the  early 
mleelonary  movement  to  the  Hawaiian  hlande  wae  dramatically  presented.  A  Luau 
covered  dish  supper  was  served,  and  the  Rev.  ond  Mrs.  George  Pearce  presented  a 
of  the  early  missionary  story  In  the  Islands.  The  Children's  Choir  presented 
significant  music  for  the  occasion,  and  participants  dressed  In  appropriate 
Hawaiian  attire.  This  picture  shows  some  who  took  part,  from  left:  Mrs.  Ray 
Oblinger,  Mrs.  Pearce,  Rev.  George  Pearce,  and  Mrs.  James  PI eper. 


Felicity  Church  of  New  Orleans  will 
celebrate  the  125th  Anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  the  Felicity  Church 
building  with  an  organ  concert  on 
November  2,  at  7:30  p.m.  The  organist 
will  be  Dr.  Frederick  Elder,  organist  of 
Boston  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church, 
Tulsa,  Okla.  A  recognized  musician  of 
outstanding  ability,  Mr.  Elder  will 
present  a  program  which  includes  works 
by  Bach,  Mendelssohn,  John  K.  Paine,  C. 
M.  Widor  and  Charles  Ives.  The  public  is 
invited  to  the  concert  and  to  the  reception 
which  is  scheduled  to  follow. 

It  is  noted  that  Felicity  has  a  special 
place  in  the  history  of  Louisiana 
Methodism.  The  union  of  three 
congregations  in  1848  resulted  in  the 
organization  of  Felicity  Church.  The 
three  included:  St.  Mary  St.  Church  (or 
Lafayette  Church),  built  in  1830  or  1831; 
The  Elijah  Steele  Chapel,  built  about  1840 
(known  also  as  “The  Magazine  Church” 
or  “Flatboat  Church”);  and  Andrew 
Chapel,  founded  in  1835. 

The  present  building,  the  oldest  United 
Methodist  Church  building  in  the  entire 
area,  according  to  a  Felicity  source,  was 
first  constructed  in  1850,  and  was 
dedicated  that  year.  A  fire  partially 
destroyed  it  in  1887,  but  it  was  recon¬ 
structed  and  rededicated  in  1888. 

The  beautiful  Hook  and  Hastings  pipe 
organ  was  placed  in  the  church  in  1888, 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  known  organs  in 
Louisiana.  It  was  completely  rebuilt 
early  this  year. 

The  Organ  Concert  will  be  the  first  in  a 
series  of  programs  celebrating  the  125th 
Anniversary  of  the  Church,  and  will 
serve  as  the  initial  effort  to  revitalize  the 
program  of  the  church  and  to  reconstruct 
and  enlarge  the  building. 

Felicity  has  been  the  scene  of  many 
important  events  in  the  History  of 
Methodism.  The  Centennial  of  American 
Methodism  was  observed  there  on 
November  9,  1884.  The  first  Epworth 
League  in  Louisiana  was  organized  there 
in  January  1891. 

The  church  is  strategically  located  in 
the  Garden  District  of  the  city,  in  an  area 
that  is  rapidly  beingTenovated  and  which 
promises  to  recover  much  of  its  past 
splendor. 

Rev.  Ross  Alan 
Pickett  dies 

The  Rev.  Ross  Alan  Pickett,  age  54. 
died  on  September  26  in  Durham,  N.  C. 

Born  in  Mississippi,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Pickett  was  the  son  of  the  late  Rev. 
Robert  T.  and  Lillian  Price  Pickett. 

A  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
for  a  number  of  years,  he  served  chur¬ 
ches  in  Golden  Meadow,  Houma  and 
Donaldsville.  He  transferred  to  the  South 
Carolina  Conference  in  1953,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  pastor  of  the 
Johnston  and  Harmony  churches. 

Surviving  are  his  widow,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Brooks  Pickett,  of  Johnston;  three 
sisters,  Mrs.  Ruth  P.  Smith,  Oak  Ridge. 
Tenn.,  Mrs.  James  D.  Spratt,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  and  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Miller,  Dallas. 
Texas;  three  brothers,  Robert  T.  Pickett, 
Jr.,  Roanoke,  Va.,  George  Pickett, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  C. 
Pickett,  Protestant  Chaplain  at  the  VA 
Hospital,  New  Orleans. 

North  Highlands 
features  “The 
Bicentennial  Year” 


Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy  (center),  the  first  incumbent  of  the  T. 
L.  James  Chair  of  Religion  at  Centenary  College,  poses  for  a 
formal  picture  with  members  of  the  James  family  who  at¬ 
tended  the  formal  inauguration  of  the  endowed  chair.  They 


are,  (front  row,  l-r)  Mrs.  J.  C.  Love,  Penny  Love  Bullock,  Dr. 
Pomeroy,.  Meg  Burkhalter,  and  Mrs.  H.  D.  Burkhalter;  and 
(back  row,  l-r )  J.  C.  Love,  T.  D.  James,  G.  W.  “Bill”  James,  G. 
W.  James,  Jr.,  and  Floyd  James. 


Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy  has  been  of¬ 
ficially  named  the  first  incumbent  of  the 
T.  L.  James  Chair  of  Religion  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  an  endowed  professor¬ 
ship  made  possible  by  the  T.  L.  James 
and  Company,  Inc.  of  Ruston. 

On  the  occasion  of  his  inauguration, 
Doctor  Pomeroy  told  a  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  convocation  that  “biblical  faith 
must  continue  to  be  a  major  concern  of 
the  liberal  arts  community.” 

The  T.  L.  James  and  Company,  Inc. 
firm  funded  the  endowment  for  the  Chair 
earlier  this  year  with  a  $400,000  grant 
from  the  company  in  honor  of  the  founder 
of  the  construction  firm.  The  late  T.  L. 
James  was  a  supporter  of  higher 
education  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  during  his  lifetime,  and  his  heirs 


have  continued  the  tradition.  It  was  their 
desire  to  set  up  the  permanent  chair  of 
religion  in  his  honor. 

Several  members  of  the  James  family 
were  present  for  the  ceremony,  including 
G.  W.  James,  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  T.  L.  James  Company; 
Floyd  James,  chairman  of  the  board,  G. 
W.  James,  Jr.,  president;  T.  D.  James, 
vice-president;  J.  C.  Love,  Jr.,  executive 
vice  president  ;  Mrs.  Love  and  Mrs.  H.  D. 
Burkhalter,  daughters  of  the  late  T.  L. 
James;  and  Meg  Burkhalter,  Penny 
Love  Bullock,  and  Carol  Burkhalter 
Hudson,  granddaughters. 

President  John  H.  Allen  paid  tribute  to 
the  James  family  for  their  continued 
support  of  Centenary  College,  and  for 
their  genuine  concern  for  the  continued 


growth  of  the  institution. 

During  the  inaugural  ceremonies  Dean 
Theodore  R.  Kauss  introduced  Dr. 
Pomeroy  as  “an  individual  who  is  one  of 
the  most  respected  and  admired 
members  of  the  Centenary  campus 
community.  As  the  first  T.  L.  James 
Professor  of  Religion,  Dr.  Pomeroy, 
through  his  research,  publications, 
lectures  and  personal  correspondence 
and  conversations  will  exchange  ideas 
with  outstanding  scholars  in  this  country 
and  throughout  the  world.”  Dr.  Kauss 
noted,  ”...  because  he  is  a  special  kind 
of  person,  his  success  will  be  Centenary's 
success  and  his  glory  will  be  our  glory.” 


Mount  Zion  burns  mortgage  note 


Attention:  Members  of 
conference  commission 
of  higher  education 

The  fall  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Higher  Education  of  the 
Conference  is  scheduled  for 
November  8,  1975.  The  meeting 
place  is  in  Baton  Rouge  at  the 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry  Building, 
333  E.  Chimes  St.;  the  time  is  2:00 
P.M.  Mark  your  calendars  now! 


June  Freeman.  Chairperson  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  at  Highlands 
Church,  looks  at  some  of  the  Bicentennial 
display  items. 

The  North  Highlands  Church, 
Shreveport,  recently  held  a  Family  Night 
Supper  with  a  special  flavor:  the  theme 
was  “The  Bicentennial  Year.” 

All  of  the  program  and  activities  were 
geared  around  this  special  theme,  with 
an  organ  recital  setting  the  tone,  The  new 
church  organist,  Danny  Stinson,  a  senior 
student  at  Centenary,  provided  the 
music. 

Displays  of  items  of  historical  value 
including  quilts,  old  family  Bibles, 
household  items,  clothing,  medicines, 
furniture,  coins,  dolls,  newspapers  and 
documents,  needlepoint,  and  many  other 
appropriate  articles,  were  on  display. 

Attendance  at  this  event  was  more 
than  100,  and  a  joyful  time  was  reported. 
The  Rev.  John  H.  Sewell  is  pastor. 


E.  W.  Sims,  Chairman  of  Finance  and  a  Trustee,  accepts  mortgage  note  from  the 
Rev .  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr.,  Pastor,  Mount  Zion  Church.  New  Orleans.  This  act 
symbolized  the  cancellation  of  the  twenty-year  debt  on  the  Activities  Building, 
which  was  retired  in  about  half  the  time  allotted.  Looking  on  are:  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Alfred  L.  Norris.  District  Superintendent;  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy.  Sr.,  and  trustees  Knox 
Butler,  Frank  Pipes,  Miss  J.  Vernita  Booker,  and  Zachary  Knatt. 

Jonesboro  Church  observes  dedication 

Dedication  ser-  .  ^0% 

vices  for  the  new 
Educational  Build¬ 
ing  and  memorial 
gifts  were  held  at 
the  Jonesboro 
Church  on  Sep¬ 
tember  15.  In 
connection  with  the 
dedication  approxi¬ 
mately  200  per¬ 
sons  shared  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish  dinner 
in  a  local  school 
cafeteria  following 

the  services.  Shown  here  are  the  leaders  for  the  congregational  dedication:  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield:  Ruston  District  Superintendent,  the  Rev.  Ed  Thomas:  and  the 
Rev.  Dan  Tohline,  Pastor  of  the  Jonesboro  church. 

New  A/V  catalogue 

A  new  Audio-Visual  Catalog,  listing 
items  available  on  loan  from  the  Con¬ 
ference  AV  Library,  will  be  ready  for 
distribution  in  about  two  weeks,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Council  on  Ministries  of¬ 
fice.  This  is  the  first  revision  in  two  years 
and  the  new  catalog  is  completely 
changed  in  format.  A  loose  leaf  binder 
will  permit  easy  insertion  of  sup¬ 
plemental  sheets  listing  new 
acquisitions.  These  sheets  will  be  mailed 
quarterly  so  subscribers  can  keep  up 
with  new  items. 

Churches  belonging  to  AV  will 
mailed  a  free  catalog  as  soon  as  they  are 
available.  All  other  churches  may  obtain 
a  free  catalog  upon  request,  A  letter 
offering  one  froe  catalog  will  bo  mailed  to 
every  church  which  does  not  now  belong 
to  AV.  Additional  coplos  of  the  catalog 
may  bo  purchased  for  $1.00  a  copy, 

A  reminder  to  member  churches: 

Subscriptions  for  1976  will  soon  be  due. 

Why  not  send  yours  now?  If  you  have  not 
joined,  but  plan  to  do  so,  now  is  a  good 
time.  Usage  of  AV  has  increased  25%  in 
the  last  year.  With  the  new  catalog,  much 
greater  use  is  anticipated.  AV  is  your 
resource.  Why  not  use  It? 


From  The  Conference 
Historical  Society: 

Heritage  tour  offers 
two  itineraries 

The  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tour, 
departing  New  Orleans  on  November  24, 
will  offer  two  different  itineraries  in 
England. 

The  regular  itinerary  will  visit 
Epworth,  West  Bromwich,  Leicester, 
Coventry,  Stratford,  Oxford,  Gloucester, 
Bristol,  Salisbury.  Stonehenge  and 
London,  and  is  fundamentally 
“Methodist”  in  orientation. 

The  alternate  itinerary  is  a  special 
“Bicentennial  American  Heritage 
Tour.”  This  will  carry  the  traveler  to 
Wales  and  to  the  Plymouth  area.  On 
November  27,  Thanksgiving  Day,  a 
special  Thanksgiving  service  will  be  held 
at  the  site  where  the  Pilgrims  set  sail  for 
the  New  World.  Overnight  stops  are  at 
Cardiff,  Wales;  Plymouth,  Southampton, 
and  four  nights  in  London.  Other  sites 
visited  include:  West  Bromwich  (Bir¬ 
mingham),  Bristol,  Bath,  Glastonbury, 
Exeter,  Torquay,  Dorchester,  Beaulieu 
and  Winchester. 

Both  itineraries  are  priced  at  $629  from 
New  Orleans.  Details  may  be  secured 
from:  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tour, 
315  East  Third  St.,  Crowley,  La.  70526. 


Baton  Rouge  District  holds 
Mission  Study  Workshop 


be 


This  photograph  shows  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  recent  Baton  Rouge  District 
Mission  Study  Workshop.  They  are,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Charles  McGowan;  Mrs.  John 
Nelson,  co-director  of  Mission  Workshop:  William  Patrick;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron: 
the  Rev.  Don  Relslnger;  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crlchlow,  District  Superintendent:  and 
the  Rev.  John  Williams.  Many  others  took  part,  and  the  Youth  Choir  of  the  Broad¬ 
moor  Church  In  Baton  Rouge  provided  special  music.  Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire  was  host 
pastor. 
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A  model  for  leadership  in  the 
church:  the  leader  as  servant 


Initial  indications  are  that  the  issue  of 
whether  bishops  should  be  elected  “for 
life”  or  "for  a  term”  will  receive  more 
attention  and  discussion  than  any  other 
part  of  the  just-completed  report  of  the 
UMC’s  Commission  to  Study  the  Offices 
of  Bishop  and  District  Superintendent. 

By  a  19-7  vote,  the  Commission  voted 
support  for  life  tenure.  A  minority  report 
proposes  a  single  eight-year  term  (see 
TM/  UMR,  Oct.  17  and  Oct.  24).  The  1976 
General  Conference  will  ultimately 
determine  the  church’s  position. 

Important  as  this  and  other  specific 
proposals  in  the  Commission’s  report 
are,  it  will  be  unfortunate  if  the  report’s 
underlying  understanding  of  “leader¬ 
ship”  is  not  widely  and  carefully 
discussed. 

The  Commission  recognizes  the  ob¬ 
vious:  there  is  a  crisis  in  leadership  in 
the  world  today  which  extends  to  the 
church  as  well  as  the  rest  of  society.  The 
Commission  also  identifies  a  paradox: 
there  is  simultaneously  a  widespread 
suspicion  of  leadership  and  an  urgent 
yearning  for  leadership  which  can  be 
trusted.  There  is  a  widespread  desire  for 
participation  in  the  making  of  decisions, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  clearly  felt  need 
for  leaders  who  will  move  the  church 
forward  in  its  task  of  representing  Jesus 
Christ  in  and  to  the  world. 

The  model  of  leadership  which  the 
church  needs,  according  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  report,  is  leadership  by  ser- 
vanthood.  “Leadership  in  the  church  is 
inextricably  related  to  the  leadership  of 
Christ,  the  Lord  of  the  church,  who,  as 
well  as  being  prophet  and  priest,  is  .  .  . 
a  king  with  a  crown  of  thorns,  a  king  v/ho 
is  servant  ruler.”  The  overriding  goal  of 
the  Commission  was  that  “the  ministries 
of  superintending  or  of  leading  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  may  reflect 
more  authentically  God’s  plan  for 
salvation  of  the  world,  may  be  un¬ 
derstood  by  the  whole  church  for  their 


essential  role  in  leading  the  faithful  in 
contest  with  the  world  in  order  to  trans¬ 
form  it,  and  may  be  more  effectively 
equipped  and  freed  to  reflect  the  ser- 
vanthood  of  Jesus  the  Christ.” 

The  Commission  acknowledged  that 
leadership  of  this  type  cannot  be  ac¬ 
complished  by  “setting  rules,  regula¬ 
tions,  restrictions  and  requirements.” 
Hence,  church  leaders  must  not  only  be 
structurally  accountable,  but  morally 
accountable  (in  relationship  with  other 
persons)  and  creedally  accountable  (in 
relationship  to  the  norms  of  the  church’s 
history  and  tradition).  A  good  church 
leader  is  thus  one  who  is  faithful  both  to 
the  church’s  structures  and  the  Christian 
tradition,  and  who  consults  with  others 
and  takes  their  views  into  account  in  the 
making  of  decisions. 

In  the  past,  we  have  had  too  little 
thoughtful  reflection  of  this  type  on  what 
it  means  to  lead  in  the  church.  This  is 
equally,  if  not  more  true,  of  church 
boards  and  agencies,  as  for  bishops  and 
district  superintendents  (see  related 
editorial  below). 

If  a  leader  in  the  church  is  to  be  ef¬ 
fective,  he/  she  must  reflect  the  ser- 
vanthood  of  Christ  in  his/  her  leading. 
Good  leadership  lies  exclusively  in 
neither  autocratic  trailblazing  nor  al¬ 
ways  in  moving  to  reflect  the  winds  of 
popular  opinion.  The  good  Christian 
leader  must  possess  both  a  clear  sense  of 
purpose,  and  a  sense  of  relatedness  to 
those  who  are  being  led  —  always 
seeking  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Good 
Shepherd  in  his/her  leading. 

It  will  be  a  significant  step  forward  if 
leaders  in  the  church  at  all  levels  study, 
internalize  and  actualize  the  view  of 
leadership  espoused  by  the  Commission 
to  Study  the  Offices  of  Bishop  and 
District  Superintendent.  It  will  be  a 
tragic  mistake  if  this  underlying  concern 
of  the  Commission  is  lost  amid  the  debate 
of  specific  proposals  concerning  these 
offices. 


‘Term  episcopacy’  not  the  answer 


The  specific  issue  of  “term 
episcopacy”  versus  “life  tenure”  has 
smoldered  for  years,  and  seems  certain 
to  receive  widespread  discussion  prior  to 
the  1976  General  Conference  (see 
editorial  above). 

There  are  persons  of  good  will  on  both 
sides  of  the  issue,  and  it  is  possible  to 
make  a  good  case  both  for  “term”  and 
“life”  election  of  bishops. 

Two  elements  appear  to  be  missing 
from  the  debate  thus  far:  a  realistic 
assessment  of  a  bishop’s  power,  and  an 
assessment  of  the  bishop’s  leadership 
function  in  relation  to  other  centers  of 
church  leadership. 

We  believe  that  bishops  already  have 
less  authority  conferred  upon  them,  and 
that  they  exercise  much  less  influence  on 
issues  and  programs  at  the  church’s 
national  level,  than  most  church  persons 
assume. 

In  their  assigned  areas,  bishops  do 
exercise  decisive  authority  on  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  pastors  to  local  churches, 
and  in  the  programs  of  their  annual 
conferences. 

At  the  national  level,  however,  bishops 
generally  have  much  less  ability  to  in¬ 
fluence  programs  and  priorities  than  do 
the  executives  of  our  church’s  different 
national  boards. 

In  the  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body,  our 
bishops  are  allowed  to  preside.  But  they 
have  no  vote,  and  can  speak  only  with  the 
permission  of  the  body. 

It  has  been  commonplace  in  recent 
years  to  assume  that  limitations  placed 
on  the  church’s  bishops  would  result  in 
more  responsive,  more  representative 
church  leadership. 

We  disagree.  If  anything,  we  believe 
that  our  church’s  bishops  —  as  leaders 
elected  by  lay  and  clergy  representatives 
to  our  Jurisdictional  Conferences  — 
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already  have  too  little  ability  to  influence 
the  affairs  of  the  church  beyond  their 
assigned  areas. 

“Term  episcopacy,”  if  adopted,  would 
further  erode  the  ability  of  bishops  to 
lead  in  the  charting  of  United 
Methodism’s  future  course  as  a  con- 
nectional  church. 

“Life  tenure”  does  not  assure  good 
leadership,  but  it  does  confer  upon  the 
bishop  responsibility  to  lead,  free  from 
wondering  where  he  will  be  appointed 
when  his  term  ends. 

By  nature  of  the  office,  the  bishop  is 
obligated  to  relate  responsively  to 
pastors  and  lay  persons  in  his  area.  It  is 
virtually  impossible  for  a  bishop  to  in¬ 
sulate  himself  from  persons  in  the  area 
he  serves. 

A  flaw  in  our  church’s  structure  is  that 
there  is  no  similar  accountability-by- 
proximity-and-function  between  our 
church’s  national  agencies  and  members 
of  the  local  churches  they  serve,  and 
from  which  they  receive  support.  The 
sense  of  alienation  between  many  local 
church  members  and  our  church’s 
national  agencies  is  scarcely  a  secret. 
Whether  the  result  of  agency  high¬ 
handedness,  or  local  church  in¬ 
transigence,  or  a  simple  breakdown  in 
communications,  such  alienation  is  real. 
And  it  is  a  hindrance  both  to  unity  within 
the  church  and  to  a  sense  of  common 
purpose  in  fulfilling  the  church’s  mission 
in  our  time.  Would  it  not  be  both  helpful 
and  appropriate  for  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  establish  a  Commission  to 
study  the  purpose  and  role  of  general 
agencies  in  the  UMC? 

In  the  meantime,  we  believe  a  church¬ 
wide  effort  to  instill  a  sense  of  trust  and 
trustworthiness  between  those  who  lead 
and  those  who  are  being  led— following 
the  model  described  in  the  editorial 
above— would  be  much  more  productive 
for  the  church  and  the  Kingdom  than 
would  be  an  action  to  curb  the  tenure  of 
our  episcopal  leaders. 


A  bicentennial  meditation 

Our  Methodist  heritage 


“Leadership  in  the  church  is  inextricably  related  to  the  leadership  of  Christ, 
the  Lord  of  the  church,  who,  as  well  as  being  prophet  and  priest,  is.. .a  king  with 
a  crown  of  thorns,  a  king  who  is  servant  ruler.” — Report  of  the  Commission  to 
Study  the  office  of  Bishop  and  District  Superintendent  in  the  UMC,  1972-75. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  INA  CORINNE  BROWN 
Some  years  ago  in  the  British  Museum, 

I  discovered  copies  of  the  letters  Thomas 
Coke  wrote  to  John  Wesley  while  Coke 
was  on  missionary  journeys  to  the  West 
Indies  and  the  American  colonies. 

At  the  time  of  Coke’s  visits,  the  West 
Indies,  even  more  than  the  southern 
colonies,  were  committed  to  slavery,  and 
prejudice  against  the  freed  slaves  was 
high.  One  governor  of  Jamaica  had 
written  a  book  in  which  he  contended  that 
the  African  blacks  were  more  akin  to  the 
orangutang  than  to  European  whites.  He, 
therefore,  saw  no  reason  why  they  should 
be  offered  either  an  education  or  the 
Christian  gospel. 

Coke,  an  Oxford  scholar,  countered 
with  a  book  of  his  own.  “Men  are  men,” 
he  stated,  “regardless  of  their  race  or 
place  of  origin."  If  the  blacks  were  in¬ 
ferior  in  their  behavior  it  was  because  of 
the  miserable  conditions  under  which 
they  were  compelled  to  live.  Unlike  other 
ministers  in  the  Islands,  Coke  preached 
to  the  freed  man,  received  them  into  the 
church,  and  visited  in  their  homes. 
Moreover,  on  his  return  to  England,  he 
worked  tirelessly  to  get  changed  the 
harsh  laws  which  permitted  local  of¬ 
ficials  to  whip  slaves  who  attended 
church  and  to  jail  ministers  who 
preached  to  slaves. 

On  a  later  missionary  journey  to  the 
American  colonies,  Coke  welcomed  both 
Indians  and  freed  slaves  to  his 
congregations.  He  deplored  race 
prejudice,  and  the  then  current  dispute 
between  those  who  advocated  either  a 
“personal”  or  a  “social”  gospel  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  other.  “The  two  are 


indivisible,”  he  insisted,  and  he  urged  his 
Methodist  hearers  to  “unite  those  two 
great  ornaments  of  human  nature: 
genuine  religion  and  extensive  learn¬ 
ing.”  Coke  had  good  New  Testament 
authority  for  his  position.  Paul  had  ad¬ 
monished  young  Timothy  to  “study  to 
show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  work¬ 
man  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed.”  (2 
Tim.  2:15) 

It  is  true  that  we  are  not  likely  to 
achieve  a  brave,  new  world  “with  the 
same  old  people  in  it.”  Individuals  must 
be  changed  if  we  are  to  have  a  changed 
society,  but  the  reverse  is  also  true. 
Today,  most  of  our  social  problems  are 
extremely  complex  and  there  are  no 
simple  solutions.  If  we  try  to  help  before 
we  understand  the  situation,  we  may 
“shoot  at  an  evil  and  bring  down  a  good.” 
And  there  is  no  excuse  for  ignorance. 
There  are  inexpensive  paperback  books 
which  will  enlighten  the  reader  on  almost 
any  current  social  problem.  Any  con¬ 
cerned  person  can  study  on  his  own,  or 
better  still,  join  with  others  in  a  study- 
discussion  group,  and  thus  become  a 
workman  that  does  not  need  to  be 
ashamed. 

There  is  good  Methodist  precedent 
(Coke)  and  good  Biblical  authority 
(Paul)  for  the  three-way  approach  of 
“genuine  religion,”  study,  and  social 
action. 

Ina  Corinne  Brown  is  a  member  of  the 
Belmont  UMC  in  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
and  a  resident  at  McKendree  Manor  in 
Hermitage,  Tennessee.  She  is  the  author 
of  two  books,  "Understanding  Other 
Cultures"  and  "Understanding  Race 
Relations," published  by  Prentice-Hall. 


Criticisms  of  capitalist  system  disturbing 


To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  “Capitalism  is  cause  of 
hunger”  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  17):  the 
socialist  views  held  by  three  of  the  four- 
member  panel  —  Dr.  Ignacio  Castuera,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries;  Charles  McFarren,  United 
Methodist  missionary  to  Bolivia;  Ms. 
Carol  Smith,  director  of  the  Emergency 
Fund  for  Needy  People  in  Chicago,  Ill.  — 
were  disturbing  to  both  my  husband  and 
myself.  It  is  ironic  that  the  capitalistic 
United  States  has  continued  to  feed  so 
many  socialist  countries.  The  fact  that 
bothers  us  is  that  the  panelists  have 
prominent  positions  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

With  every  issue  of  your  paper  we  read 
some  event  that  leaves  us  dismayed. 
How  and  why  does  the  United  Methodist 
Church  get  involved  in  so  many  political 
issues  —  or  does  your  paper  wish  to^ 
create  controversy  in  printing  these' 
issues?  Mildred  Steidinger 

Barrington,  Illinois 

Where  hut  in  Am  eric  a..,? 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  article,  “Two  consultant 
panelists  charge  Capitalism  is  cause  of 
hunger,”  in  your  October  17  issue  —  if 
Mr.  McFarren’s  “rotten  capitalistic 
system”  is  responsible,  as  he  charges, 
for  world  hunger,  and  some  sort  of 
“socialistic  option”  the  answer,  then  I 
assume  he  and  his  comrade  Castuera  are 
in  a  position  to  explain  to  us  why  the  two 
largest  and  most  powerful  socialistic 
structures  in  the  world  must,  along  with 
a  number  of  their  satellites,  come  to 
America’s  feed  trough. 

Where  but  in  this  “rotten  capitalistic” 
land  could  McFarren  and  Castuera  rant 
against  the  government,  much  less  be 
paid  for  it  from  the  church’s  hierarchy 
assessments  of  offerings  made  by  we 
underlings  at  the  local  church  level? 

Wilby  F.  Anderson 
Clearwater,  Florida 
i\o  monopoly  on  greed 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  the  article  about  the 
World  Hunger  panel  discussion  in 
Oklahoma  City  on  October  6-7 
(TM/  UMR,  Oct.  17). 

Like  Rev.  T.  E.  Liles,  I  want  to  go  on 
record  as  opposing  such  nonsense  as  the 
remarks  of  Dr.  Castuera  and  Charles 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

Do  you  ever  allow  yourself  to  become 
preoccupied  with  your  own  desires  and 
feelings  to  the  extent  that  you  shut  others 
—  including  God  —  out? 

I  fall  “short  of  the  mark”  in  my 
Christian  discipleship  in  many  ways,  but 
I  suppose  this  is  my  most  serious  short¬ 
coming. 

It  usually  surfaces  innocently  enough, 
with  some  unforeseen  external  obligation 
demanding  my  attention. 

I  assume  the  obligation  with  admirable 
vigor  and  intensity,  and  in  the  process  let 
some  other  needs  go  untended. 

Then  I  begin  to  feel  guilty.  I  push 
myself  harder  to  lessen  my  guilt.  As  a 
result,  I  begin  to  feel  physically  and 
mentally  fatigued.  And  I  begin  to  let  my 
feelings  determine  the  way  I  relate  to  my 
family,  my  colleagues  and  everyone  else 
I  meet. 

If  someone  else  tries  to  help,  I  find 
myself  responding  defensively,  rather 
than  graciously.  I  become  so  self- 
centered  and  self-pitying  that  maybe  I 
don’t  want  anyone’s  help. 

Instead  of  facing  the  world  with 
gratitude  for  the  opportunity  given  me  to 
live  and  serve,  I  find  myself  dreading  the 
dawn  of  each  new  day. 


Thanks  be  to  God: 
grace  exceeds  our  sin 


His 


Then,  inevitably,  something  happens  to 
make  me  realize  that  I  have  also  allowed 
myself  to  become  alienated  from  God.  In 
fact,  it  becomes  clear,  this  is  the  basic 
problem  all  along.  In  trying  to  fulfill  my 
responsibilities  totally  on  the  basis  of  my 
own  resources,  I  ignore  the  reality  that  I 
am  a  fallible  human  being.  My  strength 
is  insufficient. 

For  me,  at  least,  life  is  a  repeated 
relearning  of  a  basic  Christian  truth:  a 
person  is  weakest  when  he  tries  to  accept 
and  absorb  the  pressures  of  life  alone;  a 
person  is  strongest  when  he  recognizes 
his  weaknesses,  and  draws  upon  the  vast 
reservoir  of  God’s  love  for  his  strength. 
When  one’s  strength  comes  from  God,  it 
is  sufficient  not  only  to  deal  with  one’s 
own  problems  and  responsibilities;  it 
also  allows  one  to  reach  out  with  love  and 
concern  for  others. 

Thanks  be  to  God  that  His  grace  ex¬ 
ceeds  our  sinful  self-centered  ness.  God 
help  us  all  to  greet  the  world  as  forgiven 
sinners,  rather  than  as  persons  so 
wrapped  up  in  ourselves  that  only  our 
sinfulness  —  and  not  our  strength  and  its 
Source  —  is  apparent  to  those  around  us. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


McFarren. 

If  the  remarks  of  these  two  gentlemen 
are  indicative  of  the  thinking  of  our 
Board  of  Global  ministries,  I  feel  that  our 
church  is  indeed  in  trouble. 

Maybe  they  would  like  to  depend  on  the 
U.S.S.R.  and  other  nations  to  feed  the 
world.  I  will  agree  that  greed  is  the 
demon,  but  I  don’t  think  the  capitalistic 
system  has  a  monopoly  on  greed. 

Charles  H.  Thomsen 
Houston,  Texas 

It's  a  good  thing ... 

To  the  Editor : 

It  is  a  good  thing  that  Ignacio  Castuera 
is  not  able  to  dismantle  that  greedy, 
capitalistic,  evil,  hunger-chasing  agricul¬ 
tural  system  of  America,  or  we  would  not 
have  enough  grain  to  export  to  that 
wonderful,  altruistic,  bountiful,  commu¬ 
nistic  Russia !  _  .  _  „ 

Paul  R.  Woudenberg 

Carmel,  California 
Child-size  caring  will 
helg  lo  feed  the  hungry 
To  the  Editor: 

Ours  is  a  very  small  church  (Linden- 
Linthicum  United  Methodist  Church), 
but  over  the  summer  our  3rd,  4th  and  5th 
grade  class  wanted  to  see  how  much 
money  they  could  save  on  their  own  to 
send  in  for  world  hunger.  This  was  to  be 
money  the  children  themselves  earned 
apart  from  parental  contributions.  They 
ran  errands,  sold  crafts  and  even  sold  old 
books  to  come  up  with  a  total  of  $54.37. 

Twenty  dollars  was  sent  to  a  sponsored 
child.  A  check  for  $35  is  enclosed.  It  may 
be  child  size,  but  the  caring  love  is  a 
touch  across  countries. 

Mrs.  Jessie  L.  Griffith 
Clarksville,  Maryland 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  $35.00  check 
has  been  forwarded  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief’s  “World 
Hunger  Appeal.”  We  are  certain  it  will  be 
received  and  used  appreciatively. 

Americans  not  oppressors 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  September  12  article  by  Dr. 
Robert  McAfee  Brown  entitled  “  ‘Jesus 
Christ  frees  and  unites’  He  also  divides” 
caused  me  a  great  concern.  As  a  result,  I 
was  compelled  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
author  as  follows: 

I  read  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  your 
article  entitled  “  ‘Jesus  Christ  frees  and 
unites’  He  also  divides.”  Articles  such  as 
this,  which  are  typical  of  supporters  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
World  Council  of  Churches,  are  driving 
more  people  away  from  organized 
religion  than  all  the  Billy  Grahams  and 
Oral  Roberts  put  together  can  bring  in. 
As  a  longtime  Methodist  layman,  I  feel 
the  responsibility  of  letting  the  higher 
echelon  in  the  religious  establishment 
know  how  the  common  church-goers  feel. 

I  am  also  insulted  to  read  that  I  have 
been  an  oppressor.  I  was  one  of  the 
“oppressors”  of  Nazi  Germany  for  four 
years,  and  many  Americans  lost  their 
lives  while  “oppressing”  the  North 
Koreans  and  North  Vietnamese.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  that  you  have  made  the 
Christian  people  of  the  United  States  the 
villains  who  are  oppressing  the  un¬ 
christian  communist  countries  of  the 
world.  Nowhere  in  your  article  is  there 
one  word  of  criticism  of  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  unchristian  peoples.  No  wonder 
most  of  the  Christian  churches  of  all 
denominations  have  been  losing  mem¬ 
bers  year  after  year  due  to  the 
philosophy  you  expressed  in  your  article. 
If  it  weren’t  for  our  soldiers,  our  bom¬ 
bers,  our  napalm,  you  would  be  unable  to 
write  and  speak  freely  in  this  wonderful 
country  of  ours.  All  in  all,  I  get  the  im¬ 
pression  that  you  follow  very  closely  the 
propaganda  of  the  communist  world.  I  do 
not  know  what  your  political  philosophy 
is,  but  we  have  a  saying  —  “if  it  walks 
like  a  duck,  quacks  like  a  duck,  and  looks 
like  a  duck  —  it  is  a  duck.” 

Peyton  L.  Hoshall 
Memphis,  Tennessee 


W should  expand  its  role 

To  the  Editor: 

As  keynote  speaker  to  the  Fifth 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  Dr.  Robert  McAfee  Brown 
brings  up  an  age-old  perplexity  which 
has  plagued  the  Christian  community 
ever  since  Martin  Luther  started  ham¬ 
mering  on  church  doors  (TM/  UMR, 
September  12).  While  the  assembly’s 
theme  of  a  Christ  that  “frees  and  unites” 
offers  its  diverse  members  a  taste  of 
manna  from  heaven,  Dr.  Brown  gives 
them  some  spiritual  meat  to  really  sink 
their  teeth  into:  the  concept  that  Jesus 
Christ  also  divides. 

Dr.  Brown  feels  Jesus  Christ  divides 
him  from  his  Jewish  friends,  his 
professional  colleagues,  the  adherents  of 
other  world  religions,  and  from  many  of 
his  fellow  Christians.  He  expresses  a 
conflict  of  feeling  between  the  Judeo- 
Christian  “God  who  takes  sides”  —  the 
God  who  works  to  free  the  poor  and 
disadvantaged  people  from  the  same 
social  oppression  that  Dr.  Brown  feels  he 
himself  epitomizes  in  his  role  as  a  white, 
middle-class,  affluent  Christian. 

Is  there  an  answer  to  this  disturbing 
reflection?  Dr.  Brown  feels  the  ultimate 
solution  lies  in  universal  conversion  (i.e. 
Christianity),  admitting  that  “the 
specific  working  out  of  this  ...  is  far 
from  clear.”  After  two  thousand  years  of 
trying,  one  could  hardly  disagree. 

Further  insight  may  be  gained, 
however,  by  two  additional  reflections. 

First,  to  seek  the  unifying  in¬ 
terpretation  of  Christ’s  teachings  is 
essential.  While  Jesus  Christ’s  message 
was  a  message  of  love  and  unity,  the 
modern  Christian  recognizes  his  freedom 
to  interpret  that  message  in  a  myriad  of 
ways.  Rather  than  feel  estrangement 
from  his  Jewish  friends,  the  responsible 
Christian  can  seek  out  his  Jewish  neigh¬ 
bors  in  loving  kinship,  as  Christ  did  when 


He  told  his  followers,  “If  you  had  known 
Moses,  you  would  also  know  Me.” 

Second,  the  sharing  of  our  spiritual 
family  ties  with  the  Jewish  community 
can  easily  be  broadened  to  include  the 
followers  of  all  the  world  religions, 
especially  as  we  become  aware  that  the 
light  of  the  spiritual  teachings  of  Christ 
illuminates  from  all  peoples,  no  matter 
how  far  apart  on  the  social  structure  we 
stand.  To  a  Christian,  it  may  at  first  be 
difficult  to  accept  this  concept,  as  the 
light  may  be  shaded  or  disguised  by 
foreign-sounding  names  —  like  the  Vedas 
or  the  Koran.  But  the  light  is  there;  its 
radiance  warms  all  hearts. 

Christ  spoke  of  many  mansions.  After 
the  impending  thunder  and  clash  of 
constructive  ideas  at  Nairobi,  wouldn’t  it 
be  a  step  in  the  right  direction  for  the 
Fifth  Assembly  to  decide  that  the  next 
Assembly  would  be  expanded  to  invite  all 
religions  as  equal  participants,  to  discuss 
the  many  spiritual  problems  which  face 
the  world? 

This  would  help  to  satisfy  Dr.  Brown’s 
wish  for  a  “commitment  to  the  global 
community  that  is  the  church  ...” 

Dr.  Brown  has  tackled  the  problem. 
The  Fifth  Assembly  now  has  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  pick  up  the  ball  and  score  a 

touchdown.  _  _  . 

Peter  F.  Blazi 
San  Diego,  California 
A  good  grayer  resource 
To  the  Editor: 

From  time  to  time  I  have  read  letters 
concerning  the  lack  of  good  sources  for 
learning  about  prayer.  I  would  highly 
recommend  an  Upper  Room  publication 
called  “The  Workbook  of  Living  Prayer” 
by  Maxie  Dunnam.  This  book  is  thought 
provoking,  good  discipline,  and  easy  to 
follow.  It  can  be  used  by  individuals  and 
groups,  and  it  only  costs  $2.00! 

Evelyn  Adams 
Fort  Collins,  Colorado 
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Give  a  hand  up, 
not  a  hand  out. 


The  annual  apportionment 
is  six  million  dollars. 

Six  million  dollars  to 
keep  12  black  colleges 
of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  open,  operable 
and  staffed  with  qualified 
personnel  and  accredited 
courses. 

Twelve  predominately 
black  colleges  where 
students  may  realize 
their  maximum  academic, 


social,  cultural  and 
religious  development. 

Six  million  dollars 
may  sound  like  a  lot  of 
money,  but  when  it  comes 
right  down  to  it... when 
it  comes  right  down  to  a 
student’s  future,  we 
don’t  think  it’s  asking 
a  lot  at  all. 

We’re  the  best  hope 
thcvhsivc. 


The  Black 
College  Fu 


4  College  Fund 

P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 
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Discipleship  budget  deficit  declines 

Board  is  optimistic  that  financial  trend  has  been  reversed 

*  -  An  'inoUfcic  momKoroKin) 


sky's  the  limit 


ST.  JOSEPH,  Mo.  —  “Up,  up  and  away  —  the  sky’s  the  limit  to  what  the  church 
can  do  when  we  put  our  hearts  and  minds  and  hands  to  the  task.”  That’s  the  theme 
used  by  Ashland  UMC  here  in  a  “Blast-Off  Sunday’’  in  early  September  which 
brought  a  record  breaking  attendance  of  435  in  church  school  and  620  in  worship 
services. 

Following  the  worship  service,  the  hot  air  balloon  was  inflated  and  pastors  Bill 
O’Quinn  and  Mark  Wendland  were  lifted  aloft.  The  congregation  released  smaller 
helium  filled  balloons,  many  with  messages  written  on  them  by  children  in  the 
Church  school  classes. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  financially 
troubled  Board  of  Discipleship  is  op¬ 
timistic  that  it  has  turned  the  corner  and 
reversed  its  deficit  trend.  Yet  some  of  its 
major  problems  still  exist.  That’s  the 
good  and  the  bad  news  learned  by 
members  at  the  annual  meeting  here 
Oct.  24-26. 

The  good  news  resulted  largely  from 
an  up-turn  in  income  by  “The  Upper 
Room”  devotional  magazine  which 
reported  an  income  over  expenses  of 
$176,325,  a  “cash  flow”  balance  of 
$191,152  and  an  all-time  monthly  high  in 
sales  of  devotional  literature  last  month. 

The  bad  news  was  that  despite  all 
economies  devised  by  the  board,  the 
section  on  Discipleship  Resources  is 
running  in  “the  red;”  the  total  1975  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  Board  probably  will  run 
$200,000  over  the  budget  and  the 
unrestricted  general  funds  held  for 
operating  expenses  have  been  depleted 
$1,137,215  since  1972. 

(Based  on  an  audit  released  in  June, 
the  1974  Board  of  Discipleship  deficit  was 
$1.1  million.) 


Human  sexuality  study  needed , 
says  Church  and  Society  board 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  church’s 
board  of  Church  and  Society  (C&S)  voted 
here  last  week  to  petition  the  1976 
General  Conference  to  establish  a  United 
Methodist  Study  Commission  on  the 
Church  and  Human  Sexuality. 

“The  study  is  needed  so  the  church  can 
develop  an  explicit  rationale  and  prin¬ 
ciples  on  human  sexuality”  said  Dr. 
James  Laue,  a  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  sociolo¬ 
gist.  He  presented  the  petition  to  the 
board  at  its  annual  fall  meeting  from  the 
division  on  general  welfare. 

The  proposed  commission,  as  outlined 
in  the  petition,  would  “study  the  meaning 
and  reality  of  human  sexuality  in  the 
light  of  the  Christian  faith”  and  report  its 
findings  and  recommendations  to  the 
1980  General  Conference.  The  proposed 
cost  is  $320,000  for  the  quadrennium. 

Particular  attention  is  to  be  given  to 
“sex  roles  of  men  and  women,” 
“changing  concepts  of  family  life,” 
“sexual  orientation”  and  “same  sex 
preference.”  Three  of  the  seven  con¬ 
sultants  to  the  commission  would  be 
persons  of  a  homosexual  orientation. 

This  is  the  second  church  agency  to 

Woman  exec 
rehired  after 
controversy 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  A  compromise 
was  reached  to  rehire  Jane  Mills  Reed  as 
associate  general  secretary  for  the  UMC 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  The 
decision  came  after  20  hours  in  executive 
session  and  satisfied  board  members  and 
representatives  from  the  Commission  on 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  (CSRW). 

She  was  unanimously  nominated  by  the 
board  at  its  fall  meeting  here  along  with 
a  list  of  guidelines  for  increasing  her 
effectiveness  and  an  announced  deter¬ 
mination  by  the  board  to  improve  its 
personnel  procedures. 

The  “snaggle”  developed  in  September 
when  the  board  personnel  committee 
recommended  to  the  division  of 
Emerging  Social  Issues  (ESI)  that  Mrs. 
Reed  not  be  re-nominated  because  of 
“professional  incompetence”  and 
‘‘unsatisfact  ory  inter-personal 
relations.”  Bishop  James  Armstrong, 
president  of  the  board,  also  informed 
CSRW  of  the  personnel  recommendation. 

The  participation  of  the  represen¬ 
tatives  from  CSRW  was  described  as 
“helpful,  supportive,  reasonable  and 
interested  in  both  process  and  persons” 
by  the  Rev.  Bryan  Crenshaw,  Columbia, 
S.C.,  chairperson  of  the  board’s  person¬ 
nel  committeev 


1976 

ESCORTED 

TOURS 


consider  a  study  commission  on  human 
sexuality.  Earlier  in  October  the  Wo¬ 
men’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  referred  a  commission  propo¬ 
sal  for  rewriting.  It  is  to  be  considered 
again  at  their  next  meeting  in  March. 

The  board  voted  to  support  retention  of 
the  words  “We  do  not  advocate  marriage 
between  persons  of  the  same  sex”  in  the 
church’s  statement  of  Social  Principles 
but  will  recommend  revised  paragraphs 
on  the  family  and  human  sexuality  to  the 
General  Conference  in  1976. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols,  Pittsburgh 
Area,  led  the  opposition  to  deletion  of  the 
sentence  on  marriage  saying  it  would  be 
“substantial  alteration  by  implication” 
and  would  remove  any  prohibition 
against  U.M.  pastors  performing 
homosexual  marriages. 

He  warned  the  board  against  trying  to 
force  another  great  discussion  on 
homosexuality  when  the  last  General 
Conference  had  taken  a  substantive 
position. 

Another  debate  came  over  whether  it 
was  necessary  to  specifically  say  that 
homosexuals  were  welcome  in  the 
church.  The  Rev.  Carolyn  Stapleton, 
Emory  University  campus  minister, 
Atlanta,  said,  “I’m  not  worried  about  two 
million  homosexuals  charging  into  U.M. 
churches  next  year,  but  about  those 
within  the  church  who  feel  they  have  to 
hide  themselves  because  of  the  op¬ 
pressive  atmosphere.” 

A  new  sentence  was  recommended  for 
adoption  by  General  Conference  which 
says:  “We  welcome  all  persons  regard¬ 
less  of  sexual  orientation  into  the 
fellowship  and  membership  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.”  The  sentence  “we  do 
not  condone  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  consider  this  practice 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching” 
would  be  deleted  in  the  proposed  new 
paragraph. 

The  C&S  legislative  committee 
reported  that  the  volume  of  responses  on 
the  issues  of  alcohol  abstinence, 
homosexuality  and  marriage  far  out¬ 
numbered  those  on  any  other  subjects  as 
a  result  of  the  board’s  invitation  for  in¬ 
dividuals  or  groups  to  suggest  changes  to 
the  Social  Principles. 

The  board  approved  a  renaming  of  the 
section  on  “Drugs”  to  “Alcohol  and 
Other  Drugs.”  An  amendment  which 
would  have  added  the  words  “we 
recommend  abstinence  from  the  use  of 
alcoholic  beverages”  was  defeated  when 
a  tie  vote  was  broken  by  board  president, 
Bishop  James  Armstrong. 

A  resolution  calling  for  the  removal  of 
criminal  penalties  for  “possession  of 
small  amounts  of  marijuana  for  personal 
use”  was  adopted  and  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  1976  General  Conference.  The 
resolution  says  that  “the  costs  of 
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January  25  through  February  7 

This  tour,  particularly  planned 
for  United  Methodists  and  their 
friends,  is  a  13-day  adventure 
to  the  Caribbean  and  Central  America,  on  the  brand-new  MTS 
DAPHNE  (Greek  Registry).  You  will  enjoy  leisurely  cruising,  delicious 
food  and  the  excitement  of  new  lands.  Leaving  from  New  Orleans 
we  visit  the  ancient  Mayan  lands  of  Yucatan,  Guatemala,  then  lovely 
Jamaica,  and  Grand  Cayman  Island  before  returning  to  New  Orleans. 
Look  for  future  ads  about  our  tours  to  Hawaii,  Europe,  Alaska  and 
our  Western  Parks. 
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wrecked  lives  and  careers  and  wasted 
law  enforcement  resources  far  outweigh 
the  harm  caused  by  the  use  of  the  drug.” 

The  resolution  recommends  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  marijuana  because  the 
long-term  effects  are  not  known  and  no 
drug  is  completely  harmless. 

Church  &  Society  is  the  third  major 
board  to  agree  to  participate  in  a  1976-80 
quadrennial  emphasis  on  world  hunger. 
Major  new  statements  on  hunger,  the 
world  food  crisis,  population  control  and 
a  just  world  order  were  approved. 

After  a  year’s  search  the  board  still 
does  not  have  a  new  general  secretary  to 
replace  Dr.  Dudley  Ward  when  he  leaves 
the  post  July  1,  1976,  the  board  president 
reported  to  members  meeting  in 
executive  session. 

Members  reaffirmed  their  previous 
mandate  that  the  new  general  secretary 
be  either  an  ethnic  person  or  a  woman. 
They  charged  the  Search  Committee  to 
have  a  nominee  by  Feb.  1,  1976,  and 
called  for  a  special  meeting  of  the  board 
to  be  held  before  March  1. 


The  board,  chaired  by  Bishop  W. 
Kenneth  Goodson,  Richmond,  Va.,  voted 
to  use  $200,000  from  its  unrestricted 
general  funds  to  cover  the  projected 
expenses  in  excess  of  income  for  1975  and 
adopted  a  “break-even”  budget  for  1976 
totalling  $8,392,644  (including  $3,605,035 
for  The  Upper  Room). 

Two  ad  hoc  “emergency”  committees, 
each  composed  of  five  board  members, 
were  formed  to  give  guidance  to  two  non¬ 
program  units  of  the  board  which  have 
been  much  of  the  focus  of  the  strained 
financial  condition:  Discipleship 
Resources  and  Central  Support  Services. 

(The  Board  of  Discipleship  was 
created  in  1972, -bringing  together  units  of 
the  former  *  Boards  of  Evangelism, 
Education  and  Laity  and  a  Commission 
on  Worship.) 

Reviewing  the  1974  financial  audit,  Dr. 
Melvin  G.  Talbert,  general  secretary, 
said  the  methods  of  accounting  and 
reporting  were  inadequate  and  that  in¬ 
come  projections  from  sources  other 
than  World  Service  were  consistently  too 
high. 

“I  am  convinced,”  he  said,  “that  we 
are  spread  so  thin  that  we  cannot  ef¬ 
fectively  serve  all  areas  to  which  we 
have  made  commitments.  We  do  not 
have  adequate  staff  and  financial 
resources.” 

In  an  economy  move,  the  board  can¬ 
celled  its  final  meeting  of  the  1972-76 
quadrennium  which  was  scheduled  for 
March,  1976.  Discipleship  Resources  had 
already  released  half  of  its  staff  and 
cancelled  its  national  publication, 
“Mandate.”  The  1976  budget  also  allows 
for  no  salary  increases  for  any  staff 
member,  although  an  emergency  request 
for  an  amount  equal  to  an  approximately 
five  percent  raise  has  gone  to  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  the 
agency  controlling  finances  for  the 
general  church. 

In  other  matters  the  board  approved 
three  major  reports  and  referred  them  to 
the  executive  committee  of  the 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship 
division  for  refinement  before  presen¬ 
tation  to  the  General  Conference  in  April, 
1976: 

•  A  comprehensive  plan  of  evange¬ 
lism  which  will  become  the  norm  for 
every  local  church.  Tentatively  en¬ 
titled  "Relational  Evangelism,”  the 
paper  names  a  “clear,  workable  and 
ongoing  plan  for  effectively  reaching 
persons  with  the  call  to  Christian 
Discipleship  —  Discipleship  that  en¬ 
compasses  all  of  life.”  The  plan  will 
emphasize  “outreach”  as  going  to  people 


in  the  name  of  Christ,  “supportive 
community”  which  will  develop  a 
“caring”  congregation  and  “growth  in 
discipleship”  which  will  provide  seasonal 
emphases,  short  term  programs  and 
small  group  ministries.  Over  a  quarter  of 
a  million  dollars  is  budgeted  for  the 
emphasis. 

•  A  statement  on  the  United  Methodist 
stance  toward  persons  in  the  charismatic 
or  neo-Pentecostal  movement.  The 
document  will  offer  guidelines  for 
pastors  and  laypersons  who  have  had 
neo-Pentecostal  experiences,  for  those 
who  have  not,  and  for  connectional  ad¬ 
ministrations,  such  as  bishops  and  an¬ 
nual  conferences.  The  document  em¬ 
phasises  tolerance  toward  persons  who 
have  Christian  experiences  different 
from  one’s  own,  with  “an  adherence  to 
United  Methodist  polity  and  tradition.” 


An  analysis  of  membership  trends  in 
the  UMC  along  with  tentative  recom¬ 
mendations  to  reverse  the  declining 
trend.  “Membership  loss  in  the  UMC  is 
real,”  the  document  says,  and  shows  that 
between  1965  and  1973,  the  church  lost 
more  than  one  million  members.  Since 
1973,  the  losses  have  diminished  some, 
the  paper  reads,  “but  membership  loss 
nevertheless  continues.”  The  document 
provides  extensive  statistical  in¬ 
formation,  such  as  over  67  per  cent  of 
U.M.  congregations  are  in  communities 
of  less  than  2,500  population  with  the 
average  size  in  that  group  of  under  150 
members. 

The  Board  also  approved  a  four-year 
program  designed  to  strengthen  the 
Church  school.  The  emphasis  leads 
toward  1979  which  is  the  bicentennial 
anniversary  of  the  Sunday  School 
movement. 


New  editor  says 

Spiritual  growth  essential 


Action  emerges  at  local 
level,  politician  observes 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  How  does  a 
politician  rate  the  church’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society?  That  was  the 
question  staff  writer  Sharon  Mielke 
asked  James  Dolliver,  who  is  assistant  to 
the  governor  of  the  state  of  Washington, 
an  active  U.M.  layperson,  and  an  ardent 
Republican.  He  made  the  following 
comments  while  attending  the  recent 
board  meeting  in  Washington,  D.C. 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

"The  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
doesn’t  get  in  trouble  in  the  church 
because  of  what  it  says  in  its  resolutions, 
but  because  of  its  ‘glorious  indifference' 
to  its  constituency  in  the  local  churches 
and  annual  conferences.  Antagonisms 
develop  and  the  board  is  viewed  as  ‘those 
folk  off  in  Washington,  D.C.’  who  are 
trying  to  speak  for  everybody,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  James  Dolliver,  assistant  to 
the  governor  of  Washington  state  and 
observer  at  the  recent  C&S  meeting. 

“The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
has  detected  that  the  board  has  to  cross 
over  to  the  west  side  of  the  Potomac.  Not 
literally  move  its  buildings,  of  course, 
because  a  national  focus  is  important, 
but  its  thinking.” 

Mr.  Dolliver  cited  three  advantages  in 
increasing  the  board’s  activity  at  the 
local  level. 

“Emerging  issues  are  never  started  in 
Washington.  Nine  times  out  of  ten, 
emerging  issues  are  coming  from  the 
local  and  state  level.  That  has  been  true 
of  labor  legislation,  ERA,  voting  rights, 
“sunshine  laws,”  lobby  registration  and 
ecology.  The  reason  is  that  the  states 
have  the  initiative  and  referendum 
process. 

“Another  advantage  is  that  local 
people  develop  ownership  of  the  issues  as 
they  develop  at  the  grass  roots  and  move 
through  local  and  state  legi  lation. 

“And,  it’s  possible  to  get  things  done. 
Often  it’s  hopeless  at  the  federal  level  or 
at  least  until  a  strong  movement  has 
started  at  the  state  ld^fel. 

“The  resolutions,  while  beautifully 
written,  are  expressed  in  the  language 
of  classic  liberalism  of  the  '30s.  I  had 
hoped  to  see  more  of  the  reality  of  1975. 

“I  didn’t  like  the  air  of  inevitability 
here,  the  attitude  repeatedly  expressed 
that  things  are  going  to  happen  in  society 
to  which  the  church  can  only  respond. 

"The  church  can  determine  what  the 
issues  are  and  decide  to  make  them 
happen.  The  assumption  should  be  that 
the  church  can  make  history,  and  not  be 
the  victim  of  history." 

“My  impression  is  that  this  is  a 
meeting  of  editors,  not  authors.” 

Asked  what  his  views  are  on  the 
separation  of  church  and  state,  Mr. 
Dolliver  said,  “The  church  ought  to  be 
knee-deep  in  social  issues  and  in  every 
aspect  of  society.  That  doesn’t  mean 
running  the  government.  But  people  who 


say  the  church  has  no  business  there  are 
dead  wrong. 

“Passing  resolutions  on  a  broad  range 
of  issues  is  an  important  activity,  but  the 
church  also  has  to  decide  where  to  put  its 
resources  and  focus  its  interests.  For 
example,  working  for  gun  control  in  the 
state  of  Washington  would  be  a  waste  of 
time;  the  legislature  would  never  pass  it. 

“I’m  trying  to  persuade  the  church  to 
do  more  in  the  role  of  reconciliation  in 
society.  I  think  it’s  unfortunate  the 
church  usually  plays  an  advocacy  role 
only.  Anybody  can  be  an  advocate  but 
few  can  be  reconcilers.  It’s  not  a 
dramatic  role  but  a  quiet  one  which  can 
transform  society  as  effectively  as 
anything  we  could  do.” 

Minnie  Pearl,  a  United  Methodist 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  new  editor  of 
The  Upper  Room  is  the  Rev.  Maxie 
Dunnam.  who  holds  membership  in  the 
Southern  California-Arizona  Conference. 
For  the  past  two  years  he  has  been 
Director  of  Prayer  Life  in  Nashville  for 
The  Upper  Room.  Elected  at  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  annual  meeting  Oct.  24,  Mr. 
Dunnam,  41,  is  the  youngest  editor  of  the 
church’s  publication  which  has  grown  to 
be  one  of  the  most  widely  used  devotional 
guides  in  the  world.  TM/  UMR  in¬ 
terviewed  Mr.  Dunnam  following  his 
election. 

How  do  you  see 
the  purpose  of  The 
Upper  Room? 

When  I  came  to 
The  Upper  Room, 
my  assigned  task 
was  to  develop  re¬ 
sources  and  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  re¬ 
newal  of  prayer  in 
peoples’  lives.  I  still 
see  that  as  the  primary  thrust  of  The 
Upper  Room  ministry  —  to  provide 
resources  and  encouragement  for  the 
growth  in  the  spiritual  lives  of  persons. 

How  important  is  this  in  the  church? 

It  is  essential.  We  are  sustained  by  a 
spiritual  reality.  Certain  disciplines 
support  that  relationship;  chief  among 
them  is  prayer. 

What  do  you  mean  when  you  use  the 
term  “Christian  Piety?” 

Christian  piety  is  the  term  to  describe 
those  disciplines  and  relationships  which 
enable  us  to  live  out  our  commitment  to 
Christ.  Pj^y  is  a  loaded  word,  I  know. 
For  many  people  it  has  a  negative  con¬ 
notation,  coming  out  of  a  narrow,  rigid 
fundamentalism.  But  not  to  use  the  term 
at  all  is  even  more  difficult  because  we 
need  to  be  able  to  talk  openly  about  one’s 
personal,  spiritual  frame  of  reference. 

Do  you  believe  that  people  want  to 
grow  spiritually? 

Yes,  I  do.  Look  at  the  signs  in  society 
which  confirm  this:  the  encounter 
culture,  the  Jesus  movement,  the 
charismatic  movement,  the  interest  in 
Transcendental  Meditation  and  other 
phenomena.  These  signs  point  to  what 
people  are  seeking  —  a  reality  which  is 
spiritual. 

The  Upper  Room  seems  to  fit  into  that 
picture  in  a  significant  way.  What  is  the 
current  circulation? 

Three  million,  of  which  about  500,000  is 
circulated  in  other  countries.  We  publish 
46  different  editions  in  38  separate 


languages.  We  also  have  a  significant 
ministry  to  persons  in  hospitals,  prisons 
and  detention  homes  who  are  given  The 
Upper  Room  free.  This  ministry  is 
supported  by  persons  who  contribute  to 
our  “Fellowship  of  The  Upper  Room.” 

Do  you  still  have  a  large  number  of 
visitors  to  The  Upper  Room  Chapel? 

A  record  number  of  220,000  already  this 
year.  And  on  the  National  Geographic 
Bicentennial  tourist  map,  The  Upper 
Room  Chapel  is  listed  as  one  of  the  two 
spots  in  Nashville  persons  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  visit. 

About  four  years  ago.  The  Upper  Room 
started  another  devotional  booklet  called 
“alive  now!"  How  is  it  doing? 

When  we  started  it,  we  were  reaching 
for  an  audience  who  would  enjoy  a 
devotional  magazine  which  appealed  to 
the  esthetic  sense  of  color,  art  and 
poetry,  “alive  now!”  has  captured  the 
imagination  and  attention  of  many  of 
those  persons  and  its  future  looks  great. 

Does  the  Upper  Room  provide  other 
ministries? 

We  have  always  published  quality 
books  relating  to  prayer  and  devotional 
life.  We  will  continue  to  do  this.  One  of  the 
most  exciting  publications  for  next  year 
is  a  devotional  book  written  entirely  by 
women.  The  Commission  on  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  assisted  in  the  project. 
It’s  really  fine;  both  men  and  women  will 
benefit  from  it. 

We  launched  “Resurgence  ’76”  which 
is  designed  to  bring  a  spiritual  dimension 
to  the  nation’s  Bicentennial  celebration. 
That  includes  a  year  long  prayer  vigil  in 
local  churches,  pamphlets  produced  in 
cooperation  with  the  American  Bible 
Society  and  a  sermon  contest  that 
brought  in  over  500  responses.  Then  we 
have  our  field  work. 

What  is  field  work? 

That’s  a  service  directly  to  local 
churches  by  The  Upper  Room  staff.  We 
have  had  two  persons  in  family 
devotional  life  and  prayer  renewal  who 
hold  retreats,  weekend  conferences  and 
workshops  with  small  or  large  groups. 

Do  you  hold  one  special  dream  for  The 
Upper  Room  ministry? 

Yes.  I  want  to  develop  a  model  for  a 
weekend  prayer  emphasis  for  the  local 
church  which  would  do  for  prayer  what 
the  lay  witness  missions  have  done  for 
renewal  of  persons.  The  model  would 
provide  laypersons  and  clergy  the 
necessary  training  and  resources  to  hold 
the  event  right  in  their  own  church. 


Zany  lady  gladdens  hearts  of  many 


Minnie  Pearl 
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By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  “Minnie  Pearl,”  a 
reporter  asked,  “What  do  you  think  of 
women’s  lib?” 

Silence.  Then,  “Weill,”  came  the 
familiar  drawl,  “Ah  jist  doan  know.  Whut 
is  thyat?” 

Minnie  Pearl,  dumb  lovable  character 
of  country-western  fame,  doesn’t  worry 
her  head  about  much  of  anything.  But 
United  Methodist  Sarah  (Mrs.  Henry) 
Cannon,  who  has  breathed  life  into 
Minnie  for  more  than  thirty  years,  does. 
What’s  more,  she  knows  where  to  turn  for 
the  answers  she  needs. 

Mrs.  Cannon,  a  lifelong  Methodist  and 
active  member  of  Brentwood  UMC  near 
here,  says  the  greatest  gift  she  ever 
received  was  the  Christian  background 
that  came  from  her  family. 

“I  don’t  know  what  would  have  hap¬ 
pened  to  me  without  that  background,” 
she  told  TM/  UMR  last  week  just  after 
her  induction  into  the  Country  Music  Hall 
of  Fame.  “I  strayed  but  the  church 
always  pulled  me  back.” 

It  isn't  easy  to  be  a  young  Christian  in 
show  business,  she  maintains.  “I  know 
because  I’ve  been  there.  At  first,  you 
don’t  do  shocking  things  and  you’re 
shocked  by  those  who  do.  Gradually  you 
become  less  shocked.  Then  you’re  doing 
some  of  those  things  yourself.  How 
carelessly  we  drop  our  reserves  in  that 
fascinating,  heartbreaking,  tempting 
world.” 

But  holding  her  life  together  was  made 
easier,  she  says,  by  a  happy  marriage 
and  “because  my  mother  and  father  had 
put  some  beautiful  thoughts  in  my  head.  I 
can’t  thank  the  Lord  enough.” 

Among  those  thoughts:  that  there  are 
“many  roads  to  heaven.  I  was  born  and 
raised  a  Methodist  but  I  learned  never  to 
criticize  someone  else’s  way  to  Christ. 
I’ve  never  been  carried  away  by  what 


some  people  call  ‘show  business 
revivalism’,  for  instance,  yet  I  cannot 
say  that  it  doesn’t  fill  a  need  for  others.” 

Sarah  Colley  Cannon  literally  grew  up 
in  the  Methodist  church  in  tiny  Cen¬ 
terville,  Tenn.,  where  her  mother 
remained  as  organist  long  after  she  was 
virtually  blind.  “Whenever  the  church 
doors  were  open  we  were  there,”  Sarah 
recalls.  She  herself  taught  Sunday  School 
at  12  “because  there  wasn't  anybody  else 
to  do  it.” 

Many  country  music  personalities 
come  from  strongly  religious  back¬ 
grounds,  she  notes.  They’re  country 
people  whose  lives  once  revolved  around 
the  rural  church  as  hers  did.  And  some  in 
their  mature  years  are  coming  back  to 
church.  “They’ve  found  fame  and  money 
won’t  bring  serenity  and  they  need 
something  to  face  the  day  with.” 

Today  facing  the  day  is  a  pleasure  for 
the  zany  comedy  star  of  the  Grand  Ole 
Opry.  With  her  husband  of  20  years, 
Sarah  is  active  in  local  and  state  civic 
affairs,  an  avid  tennis  player  and 
“among  the  most  active  members  we 
have  at  Brentwood,”  says  pastor  Rev. 
Jeff  Fryer.  In  memory  of  their  mothers, 
the  Cannons  donated  the  organ  for 
Brentwood’s  new  building  a  few  years 
ago. 

It’s  still  a  pleasure,  too,  Sarah  says,  to 
bring  “Minnie  Pearl,  that  funny  old 
character,"  to  hospitals,  nursing  homes 
and  youth  groups.  Why  has  Minnie  had 
such  lasting  appeal?  "Because  people 
are  drawn  to  that  never-never  land 
where  there  are  no  hang-ups,  no 
traumas,  where  you  just  act  a  fool. 
Comedy  is  so  important.” 

One  of  Sarah  Cannon’s  favorite 
tributes  came  several  years  ago  when  an 
award  read  that  “Minnie  Pearl  gladdens 
the  hearts  of  America.” 

“I  think  ‘gladden’  is  the  most  beautiful 
verb  there  is,”  she  says. 
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Ethnic  reports  charge  ‘racism’ 

Task  force  claims  non-whites  are  excluded  from  mission  service 


Says  evidence  supports  deluge  accounts 

MIAMI  —  Dr.  Cesare  Emiliani  of  the  University  of  Miami,  a  geologist  who  is  an 
authority  on  the  history  of  past  climate  changes  as  recorded  in  oceanic  sediments, 
has,  with  a  team  of  his  colleagues,  reported  in  the  Sept.  26  issue  of  Science,  that 
evidence  has  been  found  that  torrents  of  water  flowing  down  the  Mississippi  River 
from  a  rapidly  melting  ice  sheet  some  11,600  years  ago  raised  worldwide  sea  levels 
enough  to  explain  the  many  accounts  of  a  great  prehistoric  flood. 

The  scientists  noted  that  the  time  coincides  with  that  set  by  Plato  for  the 
destruction  of  Atlantis  by  flooding  and  Dr.  Emiliani  believes  a  global  sea  level  rise 
could  be  the  best  explanation  for  the  various  accounts  of  a  great  flood  that  appear  in 
pie  history  of  many  cultures,  including  the  deluge  described  in  Genesis. 

The  evidence  was  derived  primarily  from  two  cores  of  sediment  extracted  from 
the  floor  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  edge  of  the  Continental  Shelf  midway  between 
Florida  and  the  Mississippi  delta.  From  the  relative  abundances  of  lighter  and 
heavier  forms  of  oxygen  in  the  shells  of  tiny  creatures  that  lived  in  the  Gulf,  it  has 
been  deduced  that  the  water  there  became  remarkably  fresh  about  1 1 ,600  years  ago. 
The  dating  was  obtained  by  measuring  the  radioactive  carbon  in  the  shells. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ATLANTIC  CITY.  N.J.  -  Charges  of 
“racism”  were  leveled  at  United 
Methodism’s  chief  missions  agency  here 
Oct.  23  and  24  by  two  separate  “task 
groups”  connected  to  that  agency. 

Meeting  for  its  semi-annual  session, 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  was  told 
that  “While  our  church  has  sought  to 
remove  the  splinter  of  racism  from  the 
eyes  of  society  outside  the  church,  it  has 
overlooked  the  plank  of  racism  within  its 
own  eye.” 

The  racism  charges  sprang  from 
reports  by  a  special  inter-ethnic  task 
force  appointed  last  year  to  study  and 
make  recommendatipns  .concerning  the 
participation  of  non-whites  in  the  mission 
of  the  church,  and  by  a  special  “planning 
committee  on  racism”  appointed  to 
design  a  presentation  for  the  board  on  the 
problems  of  racism. 

In  a  20-page  report  —  nearly  half  of 
which  was  devoted  to  the  biblical  and 
theological  perspectives  on  the  issue  — 
the  inter-ethnic  task  force  (made  up  of 
Blacks,  Hispanics  and  Asian  Americans) 
called  upon  the  church  to  change 
policies,  structures  and  procedures  to 
provide  a  place  in  mission  for  non-whites. 

Hardest  hit  by  the  report  were 
statistics  which  show  low  participation 
by  non-whites  in  overseas  and  national- 
missionary  efforts.  The  task  force  placed 
the  blame  for  such  low  participation  on 
“the  very  concept  of  missions”  in  the 
UMC. 

“Our  (the  church’s)  understanding  (of 
mission)  remains  essentially  a  function 
of  Western  Imperialism  which  began 


with  the  Age  of  Exploration  in  the  fif¬ 
teenth  century  and  continues  into  the 
present  as  Neo-colonialism,”  the  report 
states.  “Ethnic  minorities  find  it  difficult 
to  recruit  or  participate  in  a  mission 
which  assumes  it  is  a  ‘manifest  destiny’ 
which  God  has  placed  on  white  people  to 
rescue  the  helpless  and  benighted 
colorful  people  of  the  world.” 

The  report  went  on  to  state  that  unless 
the  missions  agency  and  the  church  in 
general  are  “liberated”  from  white 
domination  that  “no  ethnic  minority 
sensitive  to  the  dignity  of  all  of  God’s 
people  would  recruit  or  volunteer  for  this 
enterprise.” 

Calling  present  missionary  efforts  “a 


pious  form  of  Western  cultural  im- 
perialism  at  worst  and  colonial  pater¬ 
nalism  at  best,”  the  task  force  report 
makes  the  following  charges: 

•  Ethnic  minorities  are  overlooked  in 
the  staffing  of  persons  to  recruit 
missionaries. 

•  Ethnic  minorities  have  been 
“scandalously  excluded”  from  regional 
committees  on  personnel  in  mission. 

•  An  ethnically  constituted  network 
for  recruitment  is  missing. 

•  There  is  no  program  designed  to 
recruit  minorities. 

•  No  promotional  materials  with 
“unique  appeal”  to  ethnic  minority 


Basic  outline  drawn 
for  new  hunger  action 


Global  Ministries  news  briefs 


ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  -  The  follow¬ 
ing  are  summaries  of  actions  taken  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (BGM) 
and  its  divisions  during  its  semi-annual 
meeting  here  Oct.  21-25: 

Removal  of  Indochina  from 
‘Enemy  Act’  asked 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Minis¬ 
tries  has  called  for  removal  of  North  and 
South  Vietnam  from  the  United  States’ 
“Trading  with  the  Enemy  Act.” 

The  board  voted  unanimously  to  send  a 
letter  to  all  members  of  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  asking  for  support  for 
current  legislation  which  would  end 
restrictions  against  those  countries. 

The  letter  points  out  that  if  the 
American  people  are  to  assist  in 
Vietnam’s  reconstruction,  restrictions 
must  be  lifted.  The  board  said  that 
restrictions  against  trade  and  humani¬ 
tarian  efforts  in  Indochina  are  now 

Task  force  takes 
on  judge  over 
busing  petitions 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  The  Task  Force 
for  Peaceful  Desegregation  sent  rep¬ 
resentatives  to  appear  before  the  Senate 
Judicial  Committee,  Oct.  28-29,  “to  speak 
for  the  people  who  want  peaceful 
implementation  of  the  court’s  busing 
ruling.” 

The  task  force  is  a  coalition  of  40  dif¬ 
ferent  private  and  religious  groups 
united  in  their  desire  for  peaceful 
change.  Among  its  members  is 
Metropolitan  Ministries,  a  group  of  53 
U.M  local  churches  in  Jefferson  County, 
according  to  U.  M.  metro  director,  David 
Allen. 

Mr.  Allen  said  the  task  force  decided  to 
send  representatives  when  County  Judge 
Todd  Hollenbach  announced  he  was 
using  county  funds  to  go  to  Washington 
and  appear  before  the  committee  with 
anti-busing  petitions. 

“The  task  force  is  taking  on  the  judge,” 
Mr.  Allen  told  TM/  UMR,  “because  he  is 
not  representing  all  the  people's  views.” 

He  said  not  all  the  groups  in  the 
coalition  are  pro-busing,  by  any  means, 
but  that  all  want  peaceful  implementa¬ 
tion  of  desegregation. 
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Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  ln- 
acrtlon.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertlalng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  68.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  Pda  11.00  per  Insertion. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR 
wanted.  8alary  plus  furnished,  3-bedroom 
home.  For  complete  job  description,  write: 
Central  United  Methodist  Church,  307  W.  Elm 
St.,  Rogers,  Ark.  72756,  telephone  (501)  535- 

mo. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION: 
College  graduate  with  experience  and  training 
In  Church  School  organization.  Salary 
negotiable.  Job  description  upon  request.  Bel 
Air  United  Methodist  Church,  21  Lin  wood  Ave., 
Bel  Air,  Maryland  21014. 


PASTOR  NEEDED  far  two  tiny  country 
churches  14  miles  apart  In  western  Colorado. 
Full  time.  OH  shale,  ranching  j  close  to 
mountains  and  elding.  Salary  la  Conference 
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Botg# grain,  3®  Lilac  Ln.,  Orand  Junction, 
Colo.  1101.  Phone  (303)  343  8566. 


NEW  YORK  TO  LUXEMBOURG,  1330  round 
trip.  Eight  escorted  European  toun  from  6135, 
U-day  escorted  Scandinavian  tour  from  M70. 
Rent,  lease  oare,  compere,  bus  and  train  tours. 
Icelandic,  tarn  trip.  W.H  lima  Tours,  3330 
Chimney  Rook.  Houston,  Tones  77007.  (713) 
76H601. 


SUMMER  IN  FEBRUARY  (A  Spiritual  Sega). 
Three  oonttnenU  —  Rcmei  Kenya,  Rhodssla 
and  South  Africa  1  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Feb.  2*34, 
1976.  63.377  from  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  AU  Inclusive. 
Brochures:  Rev.  John  H.  Hartley,  4331  Shady 
Ava.,  M unhall,  Pa.  18100. 


TIRED  OF  SELLINO  candy  and  Christmas 
cards T  We  have  a  better  way  fcr  your  group  to 
tern  money.  Various  options.  Free  details: 
Charles  Ross,  Box  1256,  Cortland.  N.Y.  13045. 


stronger  than  they  were  at  any  point 
during  the  war. 

‘Agism’  debated  by  Board 
“Agism”  was  launched  as  an  issue 
during  the  recent  BGM  meeting  through 
the  presentation  of  a  proposal  by  the 
board’s  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Division  that  church-wide  retirement 
policies  be  revamped  to  end  “age 
discrimination.” 

The  report,  which  was  referred  to  the 
board’s  personnel  committee  for  study 
after  a  lengthy  debate,  called  for  the 
board  to  initiate  legislation  to  make 
mandatory  retirement  of  church  em¬ 
ployees  because  of  age  alone  illegal. 

The  report  suggests  a  “flexible” 
retirement  policy  based  on  performance 
“rather  than  the  calendar.”  It  also 
sought  backing  by  the  church  of  efforts  to 
get  age  added  to  sex  and  race  as 
federally  prohibited  reasons  for  job 
discrimination. 

Independence  supported 

Acting  on  a  recommendation  by  its 
World  Division,  the  BGM  has  unanimous¬ 
ly  passed  a  resolution  supporting  the  full 
independence  of  Micronesia  —  a  group  of 
South  Pacific  islands  which  have  been 
under  American  control  since  the  Second 
World  War. 

In  presenting  the  resolution,  the  World 
Division  told  the  board  that  the  United 
States  government  in  attempting  to 
retain  the  islands  for  military  purposes  is 
violating  agreements  made  when  the 
islands  became  a  trust  of  this  country. 
The  division  report  said  that  after  the 
congress  of  Micronesia  rejected  an 
American  offer  of  “commonwealth 
status”  the  U.S.  has  attempted  to  split  off 
some  of  the  Northern  Islands  into  a 
separate  agreement. 

Board  opposes  Panama  treaty 
United  States  control  of  the  Panama 
Canal  through  what  is  called  an 
“immoral  treaty”  has  been  protested  by 
the  BGM. 

In  a  resolution  passed  Oct.  24,  the 
board  gave  full  support  to  National 
Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  efforts  to 
press  the  American  government  to 
“renegotiate”  the  treaty  which  created 
the  Canal  Zone  in  1903. 

Specialized  magazines  supported 
The  continued  publication  of  such 
special  audience  church  publications  as 
“New  World  Outlook”  and  “Response” 
magazines  has  been  affirmed  by  the 
BGM. 

The  affirmation  was  made  as  input  for 
a  publications  study  now  underway  by 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM).  The  board  voted  unanimously 
to  recommend  to  GCOM  that  specialized 
publications  be  retained  as  a  part  of  any 
new  church-wide  periodical  program 
which  may  develop. 

UMCOR  reports  record  income, 
record  service 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  has  reported  a  record 
$6,631,000  in  income  for  the  first  nine 
months  of  this  year.  It  also  reported 
record  usage  of  those  and  other  funds 
with  more  than  $9  million  being 
disbursed  for  projects  around  the  world. 

The  grants  went  to  100  projects  in  the 
U.S.,  40  other  countries  and  $2,240,000  of 
the  funds  went  to  hunger-related  pro¬ 
jects. 

General  conference  vote  for 
missionary  conference  asked 
Legislation  supporting  full  voting 
rights  at  General  Conference  for  confer¬ 
ence  delegations  from  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference  has  been 


proposed  by  the  BGM. 

On  a  motion  by  Bishop  Jack  Tuell, 
president  of  the  board’s  National  Divi¬ 
sion,  the  board  voted  to  recommend  both 
a  church  constitution  and  disciplinary 
change  to  allow  the  Indian  missionary 
conference  a  vote  at  the  1980  General 
Conference.  Present  church  law  prohi¬ 
bits  all  missionary  conferences  from 
voting. 

I  Absenteeism?  ij 

>  •; 

ij Board  member j; 
j!  offers  solutioni 

ji  TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

:•  ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  —  When  ij: 
•j:  only  about  a  third  of  the  voting 
j:  members  of  United  Methodism’s  :j 
;j  top  missions  agency  showed  up  for  jj 
j:  a  final  business  session  here  Oct.  jj 
25,  one  of  those  who  did  attend  jj: 
jj  offered  a  solution  for  absenteeism,  j: 
jj:  Walter  Kugler,  one  of  the  ij 

jj:  agency’s  directors  from  Seattle,  |j 
jj:  Wash.,  made  a  motion  that  ex-  ij 
jj  penses  of  those  who  did  not  attend  jj 
jj:  all  sessions  be  paid  in  direct  jj 
jj  proportion  to  the  time  each  of  those  jj 
jj  persons  actually  spent  at  the  jj 
:j  meeting.  jj 

jj  Pointing  out  that  only  58  of  the  ji 
jj  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  156  jj 
jj  directors  showed  up  for  the  board’s  jj 
jj  final  plenary  session,  Mr.  Kugler  jj 
:j  said  the  bill  for  such  “poor  jj 
jj  stewardship”  should  not  be  footed  ji 
jj  by  the  church. 

j:  The  motion  was  referred  to  the  j: 

jj  board’s  Organizational  Style  :j 
jj  Committee  for  study.  j: 

j:  Absenteeism  was  caused  mainly  jj 

:j  by  a  number  of  board  members  jj 
j:  leaving  for  home  early  — before  all  ji 
jj  business  was  completed,  board  ij 
jj  officials  said. 

What’s  new  in 
license  plates ? 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  -  Multi-million 
dollar  long-term  and  short-term  battle 
plans  to  combat  world  hunger  were 
drawn  together  and  adopted  here  Oct.  24 
during  a  5-day  meeting  of  United 
Methodism’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(BGM). 

The  BGM  —  which  has  been  named 
chief  coordinator  of  the  entire 
denomination’s  efforts  against  world 
hunger  —  unanimously  passed  a 
measure  which  would  set  aside  $3,727,000 
for  hunger-related  projects  in  1976 
followed  by  a  program  which  would 
expend  $5  million  a  year  for  an  indefinite 
period  of  time  after  that. 

Although  coordinated  by  the  BGM,  the 
program  will  be  operated  through  all  of 
the  denomination’s  boards  and  agencies, 
with  each  board  contributing  its 
“specialities”  to  the  program.  No  fund¬ 
ing  procedures  for  the  long-range 
program  were  adopted,  but  the  1976 
program  would  draw  $3  million  from  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  and  the  remainder  from  the 
BGM’s  finance  committee. 

The  entire  program  will  go  next  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
for  consideration  at  its  Dec.  7  meeting. 
GCOM  was  the  agency  which  assigned 
the  hunger  task  to  the  BGM  as  a  part  of 
an  emergency  church-wide  theme  ap¬ 
proved  last  winter. 

Short  term  project 

Short  term  (1976)  plans  approved  by 
the  board  included  the  following  three 
provisions : 

•  Expenditure  of  $2.5  million  for 
immediate  and  continuing  programs 
responding  to  emergency  needs.  This 
includes  direct  food  aid  plus  a  wide 
variety  of  other  projects  such  as  loans  for 
seed  and  fertilizer,  leadership  training 
for  persons  in  hunger  areas,  and 
education. 

•  Use  of  $727,000  “to  increase  the 
support  of  action  programs  in  the  United 
States  which  are  working  towards 
changing  the  system  of  unjust  production 
of  goods  and  services  throughout  the 
world.”  This  would  include  giving  money 
to  ecumenical  groups  attempting  to 
influence  national  policies  on  food 
production  in  this  country. 

•  Expenditure  of  $500,000  for  in¬ 
formation  and  “consciousness  raising” 
on  food  issues  in  local  churches,  annual 
conferences  and  nationally. 

The  BGM  task  force  which  drew  up  the 
report  stressed  that  the  “specifics”  of 
what  the  1976  program  would  involve  in 
each  of  the  three  areas  listed  are  yet  to  be 
worked  out  and  gave  only  these  ad¬ 
mittedly  “vague”  guidelines. 

Long  term  project 

The  long-term  project  is  divided  also 
into  three  areas  of  action:  (1.)  Leader¬ 
ship  training  and  services  for  develop¬ 
ment,  development  education,  research, 
and  relief  and  rehabilitation,  (2.) 
Advocacy  and  public  policy,  and  (3.) 
Lifestyles. 

Board  debate  centered  on  what  per¬ 
centages  of  the  $5  million  would  be  spent 
in  each  of  these  areas  each  year.  The 


Religious  theme  Hymn  contest 

set  for  Human 


IRRITATED 

EYELIDS? 

Bulhc  them  with  LAVOPTIK,  ihc  Medicinal 
Eye  Wnnh.  Soothes  und  relieves  sore,  burning, 
itching  eyelids;  relaxes  tired  eyes.  For  de¬ 
pendable  eye  comfort  insist  on  LAVOPTIK 
Eye  Wash,  eye  cup  included  ut  your  druggist. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  —  Bumper 
stickers  bearing  such  messages  as 
“Honk  if  you  love  Jesus’’  and  “Smile, 
God  loves  you”  are  familiar  in  many 
areas,  but  now  religious  themes  are 
turning  up  in  license  plates. 

For  example,  a  JN  316  plate  which  New 
Testament  devotees  would  recognize  as 
John  3:16  —  “For  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  He  gave  His  only  Son  ...” 

The  Rev.  Dick  Mills  of  the  Melody  land 
Christian  Center  staff  in  Anaheim  af¬ 
firms  trinitarian  belief  with  his  3N  ONE. 

And  then  there  are  JI  LORD  and  4 
JESUS.  The  first  belongs  to  Orange 
County  evangelist  Jim  Hampton.  The 
second  is  that  of  Sister  Pauline 
Krismanich,  who  works  at  the 
Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary  Retreat 
House  in  Santa  Barbara.  Sister  Pauline 
has  had  her  plate  since  she  bought  her 
compact  car  in  the  summer  of  1971. 

California’s  Department  of  Motor 
Vehicles  charges  $25  for  the  so-called 
Environmental  License  Plates,  $10  each 
year  to  keep  them,  and  $12  to  transfer  the 
choices  to  other  autos. 

Scripture  Is  saluted  with  BIBLE  on  a 
car  owned  by  businessman-author 
George  Otis,  president  of  Bible  Voice, 
Inc.,  Van  Nuys,  and  TORAH,  owned  by 
the  Rabbi  Joseph  H.  Wagner,  rabbi- 
emeritus  of  Temple  Beth  El. 

Stanley  Carpenter,  a  member  of  the 
Tustin  Presbyterian  Church,  proclaims 
HARK  YE. 

And  the  Rev.  John  Sorensen,  pastor  of 
Christ  the  King  Lutheran  Church  in  El 
Cajon,  has  O  MY  GOD. 


task  force  report  called  for  70  per  cent  to 
go  to  the  first  category  and  15  per  cent  to. 
go  to  each  of  the  other  two.  After  a  floor 
debate  a  majority  of  the  BGM  directors 
voted  to  change  the  percentages  to  60  per 
cent  for  the  first  category  and  20  per  cent 
to  each  of  the  other  two. 

Main  distinction  made  between  the 
categories  is  that  the  first  one  deals 
mainly  with  American  help  for  hungry 
nations  through  involvement  overseas 
and  the  other  two  deal  with  changes  on 
the  part  of  the  hunger  situation  prompted 
by  the  way  Americans  live  and  influence 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

Specific  thrusts  of  the  long-term  ob¬ 
jectives  are  less  defined  even  than  the 
short  term  at  this  point.  The  report  only 
states  that  the  first  area  would  deal  with 
training  and  development  in  hunger 
areas  along  with  direct  food  aid.  The 
“Lifestyles”  section  would  deal  with 
making  Christians  and  others  aware  that 
“the  earth’s  resources  are  limited”  and 
must  be  “equitably  shared.” 

The  “advocacy  and  public  policy” 
section  received  no  explanation,  as  task 
force  members  stated  that  those  issues 
“would  have  to  be  sorted  out  by  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  other 
agencies  more  intimately  familiar  with 
the  problems. 

With  the  approval  of  the  document,  a 
major  remaining  question  mark  was  long 
term  funding  procedures.  Although  the 
matter  was  not  discussed  by  the  entire 
board,  a  number  of  options  were  debated 
by  the  task  force  earlier. 

Dr.  Jervis  Cooke,  vice  president  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  told  the 
task  force  that  it  is  the  GCOM  belief  that 
funding  should  not  be  through  an  ad¬ 
ditional  “apportionment”  but  should  be 
done  through  existing  channels. 

He  said  the  detail  on  how  that  might  be 
done  would  require  considerable  thought 
and  negotiations  among  church  agencies. 


persons  have  been  printed. 

Responding  to  the  report,  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  adopted  task  force 
recommendations  that:  (1.)  An  “af¬ 
firmative  action  policy  and  plan”  be 
developed  and  submitted  to  the  October 
1976  meeting  of  the  board  for  approval. 
(2.)  A  sub-committee  on  ethnic  minority 
concerns  be  created  and  empowered  to 
seek  solutions  to  the  issues  described  in 
the  document.  (3. )  A  manual  on  selection 
procedures  for  missionary  personnel  be 
revised  to  be  more  inclusive  of  minority 
persons. 

The  report  goes  on  to  make  a  long  list 
of  specific  recommendations  on  how 
each  of  the  board’s  divisions  should  begin 
to  aid  the  process  of  greater  minority 
inclusiveness. 

Writers  of  the  report  were  Dr.  Ignacio 
Castuera  (an  Hispanic),  Dr.  William 
McClain  (a  Black),  and  Dr.  Roy  I.  Sano 
(an  Asian-American).  Native  Americans 
were  invited  to  take  part  in  the  writing, 
but  did  not  do  so.  Input  for  the  report  was 
gathered  from  a  wide  range  of  board  and 
staff  minority  persons. 

The  second  report  on  racism  —  from 
the  special  planning  committee  on 
racism  —  was  in  response  to  a  Women’s 
Division  request  that  a  committee  of 
minority  persons  present  a  two-hour 
program  on  racism  to  the  entire  board. 
Members  of  the  committee,  however, 
stated  that  after  “hours  of  deliberation” 
they  decided  they  did  not  want  to  present 
a  “short  session  dealing  with  racism, 
after  which  the  board  would  go  on  with 
business  as  usual.” 

Instead,  the  committee  presented  a 
short  report  praising  the  “sensitivity”  of 
the  board  to  the  issue  of  racism  “as  far  as 
it  goes”  but  calling  for  deeper  un¬ 
derstanding  and  commitment. 

“Whereas  the  expression  of  overt  in¬ 
dividual  racism  appears  to  have 
declined,  institutional  racism  is  as 
entrenched  as  ever,”  the  report  says. 

The  report  also  states  that  “members 
of  the  planning  committee  expressed  a 
sense  of  fatigue  about  confrontation 
sessions  that  placed  on  display  and  ex¬ 
ploited  Third  World  persons  for  an 
emotional  moment”  only  to  return  later 
to  “business  as  usual.” 

“We  need  no  more  workshops  or 
prophetic  statements  on  racism,”  the 
report  says.  “We  need  to  embark  on  no 
more  guilt  trips,  or  strive  to  punish  each 
other.  Nor  any  more  long-range  studies, 
surveys  or  consultations.  What  we  do 
need  are  sound,  bold  affirmative  action 
programs.” 

The  committee  then  recommended  the 
following,  which  the  board  unanimously 
approved  and  referred  to  its  coordination 
committee:  (1.)  An  outside  audit  of  the 
board’s  institutional  racism  through  an 
analysis  of  the  board's  present  policies, 
programs  and  management.  (2.) 
Presentation  of  the  findings  of  that  audit 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  board. 


Relations  Day 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (RNS)  —  The  Hymn 
Society  of  America  and  United 
Methodist  Communications  will  sponsor 
a  hymn-writing  contest  as  part  of  the 
observance  of  Human  Relations  Day. 

Human  Relations  Day  is  observed 
annually  by  United  Methodists  on  the  last 
Sunday  in  January  to  celebrate  ethnic 
and  cultural  pluralism  and  the  oneness  of 
the  church. 

Dr.  Harold  H.  Hazenfield,  editor  of 
Human  Relations  Day  materials,  said 
the  new  hymns  may  be  written  on  the 
theme  for  the  1973-76  quadrennium,  "One 
Church  —  Many  Cultures,"  or  on  the 
theme  of  the  Human  Relations  Day  ob¬ 
servance  on  Jan.  25,  "You  Can  Be  There 
Too." 

He  said  the  hymni  may  also  express 
■uch  ideas  as  "Joy  through  iharlng 
cultural  and  financial  reiourcei,  praiie 
and  thankigiving  to  Ood  for  all  races  and 
groups  In  our  society  and  church,  and  our 
oneness  in  Christ." 

The  contest  is  open  to  all  persons  In¬ 
terested  In  hymn  writing.  Questions 
about  the  contest  or  Human  Relations 
Day  may  be  sent  to  Dr.  Hazenfield, 
United  Methodist  Communications,  601 
West  Rlvervlew  Ave,,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
45406.  Hymn  entries  should  be  sent  to  the 
Hymn  Society  of  America,  Room  242,  475 
Riverside  Dr.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  by  June 
30,  1976. 
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M  His  life  told  by  a 
modern  day  Paul 

Malcolm  Muggeridge  addresses  the  Christ 
event  with  the  tough-mindedness  of  a  veteran 
journalist-critic,  illuminated  by  the  vision  of 
a  man  of  faith.  It's  a  unique  combination  that 
has  won  him  critical  acclaim  and  bestselling- 
author  status  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

In  JESUS:  The  Man  Who  Lives  he  is  at  the 
top  of  his  form,  distilling  the  significance  of 
Jesus'  birth,  life,  death  and  continuing  presence 
in  the  world.  As  William  Barclay  puts  it, 
“Muggeridge  writes  English  which  comes  near 
perfection  in  certain  ways.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  of  the  faith  of  this  book . . . 
compulsive  reading." 

This  year's  most  meaningful  gif tbook. 

16  pages  of  color  paintings  by  the  masters. 
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s  1  Louisiana 

m  *o  troduction  of  Methodist 
■  ^  ^  into  New  Orleans  postdated 

fvj  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  by 
J  -J  -ars:  in  1805  the  Rev.  E.  W. 

^  as  sent  by  Bishop  Francis 
-j  isit  and  preach  in  the  English 
,  He  penetrated  as  far  south 
of  New  Orleans,  and  there 
iouna  tnat  the  Sabbath  was  either 
disregarded  or  was  the  day  of  special 
parade  and  festival.  Of  this  initial  ex¬ 
perience  he  wrote:  “When  I  reached  the 
city,  I  was  much  disappointed  in  finding 
but  few  American  people  there,  and  the 
majority  of  them  may  truly  be  called  the 
beasts  of  men.  On  Sunday,  when  I  came 
to  the  capitol,  I  found  the  doors  all  locked 
and  the  house  inaccessible.  I  found  a  few 
drunken  sailors  and  Frenchmen  about 
the  walks  of  the  house,  and  I  preached  to 
them  in  the  open  air.’’ 

After  making  various  unsuccessful 
efforts,  he  further  noted :  “On  the  7th  day 
of  December  I  shook  off  the  dust  of  my 
feet  against  this  ungodly  city  of  New 
Orleans.”  He  then  turned  to  the  country 
parishes. 

From  the  city  he  traveled  up  the  river, 
crossing  to  the  west  side,  and  by  the  aid 
of  canoes  crossed  different  lakes,  and  on 
horseback  waded  through  swamps,  until 
he  reached  the  Opelousas  area. 

Again,  in  his  writings,  he  evidences  his 
shock :  “I  was  surprised  to  see  race-paths 
(horse  race  tracks)  at  the  church- 
door.  .  .” 

After  visiting  several  other  American 
settlements  he  writes,  “They  know  little 
more  about  the  need  of  salvation  than  the 
untaught  Indians.  Some  of  them  after  I 
had  preached  to  them,  asked  me  what  I 
meant  by  the  fall  of  man,  and  when  it  was 
that  he  fell.”  Thus,  Reverend  Mr. 
Bowman  traveled  during  the  year  — 
swimming  creeks,  wading  streams,  and, 
as  he  puts  it,  “wet  from  my  head  to  my 
feet,  and  some  days  from  morning  until 
night  I  am  dripping  with  water.” 

The  year  1811  is  the  next  point  in 
history  regarding  Methodist  work  in  New 
Orleans,  when  Miles  Harper  was  sent  to 
be  pastor.  The  following  year,  1812, 
Lewis  Hobbs  was  appointed  to  the  city; 
however,  because  of  the  War  of  1812  no 
other  appointment  was  made  for  a 
number  of  years.  Again  the  records  show 
that  in  1818  an  appointment  was  made  in 
the  city,  but  after  two  years,  the  record  is 
dropped  until  1823. 

Meanwhile,  the  threads  of  history  lead 
to  Lorenzo  Dow,  who  had  commenced 
preaching  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  the  early  age  of  18.  He 
delivered  the  first  Protestant  and 
Methodist  sermon  on  Louisiana  soil, 
having  sought  out  lonely  settlers  in  what 
is  now  Central  Louisiana,  prior  to 
Bowman’s  coming  to  New  Orleans. 
Lorenzo  Dow  lost  his  life  after  becoming 
ill  wading  the  cold  swamp  waters  during 
winter  en  route  to  preaching. 

James  Axley  was  sent  from  Tennessee 
to  Louisiana,  where  his  work  was  cen¬ 
tered  in  the  Catahouchee  and  Ouachita 
circuits,  laboring  amidst  fierce  per¬ 
secutions.  He  cut  down  pine  trees,  hewed 
them  with  his  own  hands,  borrowed  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  hauled  the  timbers,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  neighbors  raised  a 
house,  which  he  covered  with  shingles 
with  his  own  hands,  built  his  own  pulpit, 
cut  out  the  doors  and  windows,  and  even 
made  seats. 

The  church,  named  Axley  Chapel,  was 
the  first  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana, 
formed  with  a  society  of  18  members. 

Methodism  had  taken  roots.  In  1814  the 
Louisiana  district  of  the  Tennessee 
Conference  reported  173  members. 

In  New  Orleans  the  first  official  report 
of  membership  occurs  in  1825,  when  23 
white  and  60  black  members  were  ac¬ 
counted  for  under  the  ministry  of  the 
Rev.  B.  M.  Drake.  The  progress  of  the 


omes  Council  of  Bishops 


Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward,  Jr.,  Resident 
Bishop  of  the  New  York  Area,  is 
President  of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 
Bishop  Ward  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1960,  and  served  the 
Syracuse  Area  until  he  was  called  to 
preside  over  the  800  churches  in  the  New 
York  and  Troy  Annual  Conferences  in 
1972.  He  makes  his  home  in  Rye,  N.Y. 


Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton.  Resident 
Bishop  of  the  Indiana  Area,  is  Secretory 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops.  Bishop  Alton 
was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1960,  and 
was  assigned  to  the  Wisconsin  Area, 
where  he  served  until  1972,  when  he 
became  episcopal  head  of  the  Indiana 
Area.  He  resides  in  Indianapolis.  Ind. 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Host 
Bishop,  has  been  episcopal  leader  of  the 
New  Orleans  Area  ( covering  the  entire 
Louisiana  Conference)  since  his  election 
to  the  episcopacy  in  1972.  He  presides 
over  the  604  Churches  of  the  Conference 
with  a  total  membership  numbering 
close  to  150,000.  The  Episcopal  residence 
is  in  New  Orleans. 


The  Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson,  Area 
Provost,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
came  to  this  position  in  August  1 975.  after 
having  served  a  number  of  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  the  Conference, 
the  most  recent  being  the  Munholland 
church  in  Metairie. 
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The  1975  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  to  be  held  in  New  Orleans  November 
10-14.  The  American-based  United 
Methodist  Church  (numbering  10  million 
of  the  24  million  Methodists  in  the  world) 
is  the  largest  Wesleyan  body,  having 
been  set  apart  from  the  British  family  of 
Methodist  churches  in  1784.  Bishops  who 
are  in  fellowship  with  the  United 
Methodist  connection  will  come  from  5 
continents  for  the  meeting.  Many  still 
preside  over  areas  organically  related  to 
the  American  United  Methodist  Church. 


Others  preside  over  autonomous 
Methodist  churches  in  various  nations 
where  United  Methodism  originally 
established  a  mission  which  has  now 
come  into  full  maturity  and  in¬ 
dependence. 

Several  themes  will  occupy  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  bishops  during  the  5-day 
New  Orleans  meeting.  These  are: 

(1)  Attention  to  the  urban  church. 
(Methodists  were  once  predominantly 
rural  but  now  are  predominantly  urban.) 

(2)  The  relationship  of  the  church  to 
liberal  movements.  (Bishop  Abel 


Muzorewa  is  currently  president  of  the 
African  National  Council,  the  all-black 
federation  for  all  Africans.) 

(3)  The  problems  of  world  hunger. 

( Methodists  have  contributed  heavily  to 
reduce  starvation  in  the  Sahara, 
Bangladesh,  and  other  places  of  acute 
need.) 

(4)  The  social  witness  of  the  church, 
i  Redrafted  statements  of  the  church’s 
official  position  on  every  conceivable 
subject  have  been  proposed  for  con¬ 
sideration  at  the  forthcoming  General 
Conference  in  Portland,  Oregon,  next 


spring.  Bishops  analyze  these  trends, 
speak  to  them,  and  give  helpful 
leadership  or  correction.) 

(5)  The  improvement  of  appointive 
procedures.  (The  peculiar  plan  of 
itineration  and  appointments  comes 
for  review,  as  this  is  uniquely  the 
bishops’  responsibility.  All  Methodist 
preachers  receive  appointments  from 
their  bishop  and  his  cabinet.) 

(6)  The  formulation  of  the  episcopal 
message.  (The  episcopal  message  is 
given  once  in  four  years  to  the  General 
Conference.  It  is  the  corporate  statement 


Ferdinand  V.  Grayson,  prominent  New 
Orleans  businessman  and  layman,  has 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Executive  and 
Steering  Committee  for  arrangements 
for  the  International  Meeting  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  An  active  member 
and  leader  in  his  church,  Rayne 
Memorial,  New  Orleans,  he  is  nationally 
known  for  his  many  years  of  social  and 
administrative  work  with  various 
governmeht  and  educational  agencies. 


of  the  bishops  on  the  state  of  the  church 
and  the  meaning  of  the  gospel  in  current 
times.  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  bishop 
of  Iowa,  has  been  selected  to  give  the 
message  in  Portland.  The  first  draft  of 
the  message  will  be  reviewed  here.) 

(7)  There  will  be  consideration  and 
review  of  the  meaning  of  ordination  for 
the  ministry.  (Methodists  have  no 
problems  or  hangups  on  the  ordination  of 
women,  since  the  ordination  and  ap¬ 
pointment  of  females  is  a  practice  of 
long-standing  acceptance.  However,  a 
reconsideration  of  the  whole  matter  of 
the  diaconate  is  to  be  made,  an  order 
involving  both  men  and  women.) 

Bishop  Ralph  Ward  of  New  York  is 
President  of  the  Council,  Bishop  Ralph 
Alton  of  Indiana  is  Secretary,  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield  is  host  for  the 
Council  meeting,  Mr.  Ferdinand 
Grayson,  a  layman  of  New  Orleans,  is 
General  Chairman  of  the  Louisiana 
Committee  for  the  Council,  and  is 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Murray  Fincher  and 
Mrs.  James  Mills,  Jr. 


Profile 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Covering  the  entire  state  of  Louisiana, 
which  encompasses  64  Parishes,  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  lists  a  total 
of  604  local  church  congregations,  with 
membership  numbering  approximately 
150,000.  Serving  these  churches  and 
members  are  508  ministerial  members. 

Represented  in  this  state-wide  Con¬ 
ference  is  a  microcosm  of  ethnic  groups, 
including  Black,  Spanish,  German, 
French,  Indian,  Cajun  (a  distinction 
unique  to  Louisiana),  Italian,  Anglo- 
Saxon.  The  growth  in  church  mem¬ 
bership  among  the  State’s  United 
Methodist  Churches  during  the  current 
quadrennium  has  been  exceptionally 

church  was  exceedingly  slow  for  many 
reasons  —  not  only  the  sparsity  of 
population  but  especially  because  of  the 
high  standards  exacted  for  membership. 
Potential  members  were  “on  trial”  for 
one  year  or  more;  and  a  number  of  cases 
are  recorded  of  members  being  dropped 
for  reasons  of  “.  .  .  impiety,  immorality, 
profanity,  drunkenness,  etc.,  etc.” 

In  1831  records  show  that  the  Methodist 
church  had  only  64  white  and  162  black 
members  in  the  New  Orleans  area. 
Shortly  thereafter,  a  rapid  increase  is 
noted;  the  Poydras  Street  Church  (later 
known  as  Mother  Wesley)  was  built;  and 
substantial  permanent  advances  were 
made. 


Council  of  Bishops 

The  United  Methodist  Church 

Agenda  for  Meeting:  November  10-14.  1975 

Monday,  November  10 

1:00  p.m.  -  Convening  of  Council  in  Executive  Session 

1.  Consideration  of  first  draft  of  Episcopal  Address 

2.  Panel  Presentation  on  Proposals  for  General  Conference  Legislation 
and  Program  with  Bishops  Loder,  Stowe,  Washburn,  Armstrong, 
Goodson,  and  Dixon 

6:00  p.m.  -  Episcopal  Family  Dinner  and  Fellowship  (Executive) 

Tuesday.  November  11 
8:30  a.m.  -  Opening  Worship 
9:00  a.m.  -  Meeting  of  Standing  Committees 

1:30  p.m.  -  Meeting  of  Jurisdictional  Colleges  for  purposes  of  nominations 
7:30  p.m.  -  Plenary  Session.  Presentation  of  Message  Committee  and 
Quadrennial  Emphasis  (Executive) 

Statements  by  Invited  Church  Leaders 
Wednesday,  November  12 
8:30  a.m.  -  Plenary  Session  (Open) 

1.  Reports  of  Wesley  Chapel  Fund 

2.  Church-Wide  Study  on  the  Holy  Spirit 

11:00  a.m.  -  Presentation  of  Study  of  the  Urban  Church  (open) 

1:30  p.m.  -  Continuation  of  the  Urban  Study  with  group  discussions  and 
summaries 

6:30  p.m.  -  Louisiana  Area  Banquet  and  Program 
Thursday,  November  13 
8:30  a.m.  -  Plenary  Session  (open) 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Administrative  Concerns 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Pastoral  Concerns 

3.  Report  on  Jurisdictional  Nominations 
1:30  p.m.  -  Plenary  Session  (open) 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Teaching  Concerns 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Relational  Concerns 

3.  Miscellaneous  Business  Items 
7:30  p.m.  -  Plenary  Session  (open) 

1.  Reports  from  the  Global  Church 

a.  Central  Conference  Bishops 

b.  Reports  on  Episcopal  Visitations 
Friday,  November  14 

8:30  a.m.  -  Closing  Plenary  Session  (Executive) 

Completing  Reports  of  Standing  Committees 
Actions  affecting  General  Conference 


strong  in  light  of  the  present-day  trend 
toward  a  dwindling  church  membership. 

Members  and  numbers  alone  do  not  tell 
the  story  of  United  Methodism  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  for  as  varied  as  is 
its  make-up  is  the  activity  with  which  it  is 
involved.  No  age  group  is  unnoticed  or 
unserved,  and  the  various  organizations 
and  institutions  which  it  sponsors  reflect 
something  of  the  Christian  outreach  of 
the  ministry  within  the  Conference, 
carried  on  by  ordained  ministers  and  lay 
persons  alike. 

Institutions 

One  has  only  to  take  a  look  at  the  major 
institutional  efforts  of  the  Conference  to 
be  convinced  of  the  concern. 

Sager-Brown  School  for  Children, 
Baldwin,  La.  -  The  only  elementary 
school  owned  and  operated  by  the 
National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  with  primary  support  from 
United  Methodism  Women  and  the 
Annual  Conference,  is  open  to  all  races. 

Dulac  Community  Center,  Dulac,  La. 
is  a  project  in  the  conference  related  to 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Originally  the  only  school  in  the  area  for 
Indians,  this  institution  currently  serves 
more  than  130  Indians,  blacks  and  whites 
in  elementary  education,  plus  a  variety 
of  youth  services. 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  in  New 
Orleans  is  an  inner  city  community 
center  which  provides  training  and 
recreation  in  a  Christian  atmosphere. 

People’s  Community  Center,  also 
located  in  New  Orleans,  provides  op¬ 
portunities  for  adults,  children  and  youth 
for  training  and  education;  sports  and 
recreation  for  all  ages  including  senior 
citizens  are  provided. 

Hughes  Center,  Baton  Rouge,  provides 
training,  recreation,  Christian  at¬ 
mosphere  for  black  older  adults,  adults, 
youth  and  children.  Special  projects 
relating  to  economic  and  educational 
advancement  of  a  low-income  group  are 
emphasized. 

Educational  Institutions 

Dillard  University,  New  Orleans,  a 
predominantly  black,  coeducation, 
liberal  arts  college,  is  related  to  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  the  United 
Methodist  Chburch. 

Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  a 
liberal  arts  college,  which  this  year 
celebrated  its  150th  Anniversary,  is  the 
oldest  college  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  Related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  accredited  by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools,  Cen¬ 
tenary  awards  the  BA  and  BS  degrees  in 
four  divisions.  It  has  an  active  and 
growing  School  of  Church  Careers,  with 
an  enrollment  of  approximately  200. 

Health  And  Welfare  Institutions 

Lafon  Home,  New  Orleans  is  a 
retirement  home  for  senior  citizens,  and 
is  now  a  full-fledged  institution  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  Louisiana 
Conference.  It  is  the  only  United 
Methodist-related  retirement  home  in 
the  conference. 

Methodist  Home  Hospital  is  located  in 
New  Orleans.  It  functions  as  a  receiving 
home  to  provide  care  for  abandoned, 
abused,  needy  and  neglected  children,  as 
a  part  of  the  Louisiana  State  Division  of 


Foster  Care  Services. 

It  is  supported  in  part  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Welfare  in  Louisiana,  in 
addition  to  its  support  from  the  Con¬ 
ference 

Methodist  Hospital,  New  Orleans  is  an 
outstanding  general  hospital  located  in 
the  eastern  section  of  the  city.  Now  in  its 
eighth  year  of  service,  the  hospital  is 
rapidly  growing  and  expanding.  It 
provides  the  city  and  surrounding 
communities  with  complete,  modern 
hospital  care,  and  is  fully  accredited  by 
the  JCHA.  The  expansion  construction 
now  underway  and  scheduled  for  com¬ 
pletion  in  early  1976,  will  bring  the  total 
bed  capacity  to  300. 

Glenwood  Hospital,  West  Monroe,  is  a 
full  service  hospital  of  175  beds.  Plans 
are  being  discussed  to  expand  to  over  200 
beds  in  the  near  future.  In  the  past  year 
Glenwood  has  rendered  49,055  days  of 
patient  care  through  its  modern 
facilities.  The  hospital  has  511  full  and 
part-time  employees. 

Flint-Goodrich  Hospital,  New  Orleans, 
with  128  beds,  12  bassinets,  has  a 
capacity  for  serving  157  persons  at  any 
given  time.  During  the  previous  year,  the 
hospital  reports  a  total  of  11,421  patients 
served,  with  2,239  emergencies.  A  total  of 
$53,269  in  free  care  was  rendered  by  this 
outstanding  hospital. 

MacDonell  United  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Services,  located  at  Houma,  is 
actually  owned  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  but  is  related  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  This  well-known  and  well- 
run  home  provides  24-hour  day  care, 
education,  Christian  nurture,  study  and 
treatment  of  neglected,  dependent 
children.  The  program  is  geared  to  work 
in  partnership  with  parents  and  children 
to  strengthen  family  life  through 
Christian  influence. 

Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston, 
has  been  offering  invaluable  services  to 
hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  for  over  60 
years,  and  is  under  the  direction  and 
support  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Wholly  owned  and  financed  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference,'  the  home  now 
serves,  also,  as  a  “treatment  center”  for 
children  and  youth  of  all  races,  and 
renders  special  services  for  retarded 
youth  and  children. 

Other  Services 

Metropolitan  Ministries,  New  Orleans, 
located  in  the  heart  of  the  Central  City, 
serves  the  most  densely  populated  socio¬ 
economically  deprived  area  in  the  city. 
More  than  1,000  persons  are  served 
annually. 

Metropolitan  Ministries,  Shreveport, 
also  provides  a  Christian  service  to  the 
community  of  that  city.  Its  purpose  is  to 
promote  better  understanding  among  all 
persons  in  the  community;  to  raise 
cultural  standards;  to  encourage  in- 
,  dividuals  and  local  churches  to  engage  in 
special  ministry. 

Special  Programs 
Retired  Ministers  Home  Board,  Inc.  is 
responsible  for  providing  homes  for 
retired  ministers  and/  or  wives  in  all 
parts  of  Louisiana.  These  homes  are 
planned  and  built  with  funds  raised  in  the 
Conference,  and  through  donations  by 
dedicated  church  members.  Homes  are 
now  located  in  seven  of  the  nine  Districts 
of  the  Conference,  and  in  addition  to  a 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  welcomes  Bishop  Ralph 
Ward  and  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Our  conference  is  honored  to  be  host  to  the  distinguished 
visitors.  The  meeting  here  is  the  first  New  Orleans  session  for 
United  Methodist  bishops,  and  the  third  time  in  1 71  years  that 
any  Council  of  Methodist  bishops  has  convened  here. 

Episcopacy  in  Methodism  has  been  shaped  by  several  factors, 
among  which  are  certain  Anglican  theological  concepts, 
Asbury’s  understandings  of  the  church's  nature  and  mission, 
and  the  practical  demands  of  early  American  frontier  life. 

Today  the  bishops  are  responsible  for  the  general  pastoral 
oversight  of  the  church,  give  moral  and  prophetic  leadership  to 
the  denomination,  have  the  chief  responsibility  in  ad¬ 
ministering  the  itinerant  system,  and  offer  programmatical 
and  spiritual  leadership  within  their  own  areas.  In  addition  they 
are  expected  to  represent  the  church  in  ecumenical  matters, 
and  as  general  officers,  and  upon  invitation  or  assignment, 
share  episcopal  functions  with  various  segments  of  Methodism 
throughout  the  world. 

We  are  glad  the  Council  is  here ;  they  are  most  welcome. 


number  of  homes,  Ruston  District  also 
provides  six  apartment-type  dwellings. 

The  Spanish-Speaking  Ministry  is 
centered  at  Felicity  Church,  New 
Orleans,  because  of  its  strategic  location 
among  those  persons  concerned.  Plans 
for  expanding  this  ministry  are  taking 
root  and  growing,  and  a  Task  Force  has 
been  constituted  to  promote  this  ministry 
in  the  Conference. 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
is  the  major  ecumenical  organization  in 
the  state.  It  is  headed  by  our  own  United 
Methodist  representative,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Robert  Harrington,  of  New  Orleans,  who 
serves  as  Executive  Director.  This  body 
is  presently  working  on  a  program  of 
Ministry  to  the  Aging  in  which  efforts  are 
being  made  to  help  local  church 
congregations  become  more  effective  in 
the  administration  of  this  much  needed 
ministry. 

The  1000  Club  is  a  Conference 
organization  which  has  as  its  purpose 
raising  funds  for  building  new  churches 
and/  or  improving  or  relocating  older 
congregations  in  need  of  help.  Churches 
are  asked  to  respond  throughout  the  year 
for  the  designated  needs,  and  response 
has  been  gratifying. 

Kelated  Organizations 

United  Methodist  Men  as  a  Conference 
organization  is  quite  young.  Working 
through  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity, 
efforts  have  been  directed  toward 
determining  the  interest  among  United 
Methodist  Men  in  organized  groups,  to 
compile  accurate  lists  of  groups  and 
officers,  and  to  arrange  conference-wide 
Men’s  Retreats.  Reports  from  Eloi 
Primeaux,  President,  indicate  that  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  a  new  interest  in 
Methodist  Men’s  Fellowship  and  its 
meaning  for  the  church  is  evident. 

United  Methodist  Women  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  are  experiencing 
unprecedented  growth  and  interest,  and 
the  enthusiastic  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Robert  Compton  as  president  for  the  past 
two  years,  has  generated  much  interest 
throughout  the  state.  The  newly-installed 
president,  Mrs.  Truman  (Amy)  Ward,  of 
New  Orleans,  has  already  taken  up  the 
“torch”  and  is  bringing  inspiration  to  a 
large  and  dedicated  band  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  The  recent  meeting  of 
UMW  in  Ruston  was  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  Conference,  and  the 
response  and  participation  of  those  who 
attended  was  one  of  spiritual  emphasis 
and  Christian  fellowship.  The  most 
recent  report  lists  373  local  units,  with 
almost  15,000  members  in  the  Con¬ 


ference.  Financial  giving,  along  with 
Christian  effort,  have  reached  new  highs 
among  United  Methodist  Women  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  during  this 
Quadrennium. 

The  Conference  Youth  Team  has,  in 
their  own  words,  verified  the  statement 
that  “The  youth  are  not  the  church  of 
tomorrow  but  are  the  church  of  today.” 
This  active  organization  sponsors 
Conference  and  District  meetings  of 
United  Methodist  Youth,  which  provide 
in-depth  study  of  United  Methodism  and 
the  role  of  youth  in  the  Christian  outreach 
of  the  church. 

Camps,  Camping, 

Campus  Ministries 

Camps  and  camping  are  an  integral 
ministry  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
The  growth  in  interest  and  attendance 
has  been  noted  particularly  during  the 
past  two  years,  operating  on  both  District 
and  local  levels.  Among  the  camps  in  the 
Conference  are:  Caney  Lake  Camp; 
Camp  Brewer;  Camp  Istrouma;  Lake 
Charles  Camp;  St.  Mark’s  Camp;  and 
Gulfside  Assembly  and  Camp  (a  site 
jointly  supported  by  trustees  and  con¬ 
tributions  from  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi). 

The  Campus  Ministries  are  in  evidence 
on  college  campuses  throughout  the 
state,  with  full  or  part-time  directors  at 
the  15  locations. 

United  Methodist  Foundation 

The  well-planned  and  much  needed 
United  Methodist  Foundation  was  voted 
by  the  1975  Annual  Conference.  This 
Foundation  is  designed  to  provide  a 
means  for  United  Methodists  in  our 
Conference  to  give  financial  gifts  through 
deferred  giving,  wills  and  legacies  to 
help  our  institutions  grow.  Over  the  years 
many  persons  have  expressed  their 
desire  to  leave  financial  gifts  through 
these  means  to  the  colleges,  schools  and 
other  institutions  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  provide  help  and  education 
to  those  in  need  of  such  services. 
Already,  the  Foundation  is  at  work. 


No  profile  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  is  ever  complete  or  adequate. 
Many  facets  of  the  Christian  concern  and 
dedication  of  the  members  in  all  of  the 
local  churches  have  not  even  been 
touched  upon  in  this  sketch.  It  is 
significant,  however,  that  a  contagious 
enthusiasm  throughout  the  Conference  is 
leading  to  something  which  ap¬ 
proximates  a  renaissance  of  the  meaning 
of  our  Christ’s  own  leadership. 
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UMC  should  hel 

The  issue  of  "agism,”  as  raised  by  our 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Health  and 
Welfare  Division  (see  TM/  UMR,  Oct. 
31),  deserves  the  attention  and  action  of 
United  Methodists. 

The  Health  and  Welfare  report  defines 
"agism”  as  discrimination  against 
persons  on  the  basis  of  their  age.  It  lumps 
"agism"  with  "racism”  and  "sexism”  as 
types  of  discrimination  to  be  avoided  by 
the  church  as  well  as  the  rest  of  society. 

The  specific  focus  of  concern  is  the 
policy  of  mandatory  retirement  for 
persons  when  they  reach  a  particular 
age.  The  Health  and  Welfare  report 
declares  that  the  time  of  a  person’s 
retirement  should  be  determined  on  the 
basis  of  performance  rather  than  "the 
calendar.” 

The  number  of  persons  who  are  65  and 
over  is  greater  today  than  ever  before. 
Medical  advances  insure  that  this  num¬ 
ber  will  continue  to  increase. 

At  the  same  time,  our  society  has 
shifted  from  a  "reverence  for  age”  to  a 
"reverence  for  youth.”  In  many  sectors 
of  society,  people  are  able  to  retire  by 
age  55  or  60.  In  most  sectors  of  society. 


)  erase  ‘agism’ 

persons  are  required  to  retire  by  age  65 
—  whether  or  not  they  desire  to  do  so. 

As  a  society,  we  are  providing 
inadequately  for  those  persons  who  reach 
mandatory  retirement  age,  but  who  are 
still  physically  and  mentally  vigorous 
and  desire  to  continue  working.  Such  an 
approach  is  not  only  unfair  to  the  persons 
involved,  but  it  does  a  disservice  to 
society.  An  alert  person  with  decades  of 
experience  to  draw  from  is  an  invaluable 
asset  in  a'work  force  composed  largely  of 
younger,  less  experienced  persons. 

Our  church  has  traditionally  given  its 
support  to  disadvantaged,  discriminated 
against  groups.  We  should  now  lend 
support  to  the  elderly  as  one  of  those 
groups.  We  should  begin  by  carefully 
examining  "agist”  policies  within  the 
church  itself.  Such  policies  as  “man¬ 
datory  retirement”  should  be  replaced 
by  policies  which  depend  on  individual 
capabilities  and  desires  rather  than  age. 

Through  such  an  examination  — 
perhaps  led  by  able  senior  citizens  from 
within  the  church  —  we  can  become  a 
model  for  the  rest  of  society  in 
eliminating  "agism." 


‘Early  departures’  hurt  church 


A  recent  suggestion  by  a  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (BGM)  member,  that 
persons  who  leave  board  meetings  early 
should  pay  part  of  their  travel  bill  (see 
TM/UMR,  Oct.  31),  would  be  humorous  if 
it  were  not  so  serious. 

Those  who  attend  national  church 
affairs  are  constantly  reminded  of  the 
"early  departures”  problem  by  many 
persons  —  including  some  bishops  and 
other  top  church  officials. 

In  the  case  of  the  BGM  —  where  only  58 
of  156  members  showed  up  for  the  final 
business  session  of  its  recent  meeting  — 
this  is  not  the  first  time  its  final  session 
has  been  held  with  full  knowledge  that 
should  any  member  call  for  a  quorum, 
there  would  be  none. 

Although  the  BGM  is  this  year’s 
"prime  example,”  it  would  be  unfair  to 
suggest  the  problem  is  unique  to  that 
agency.  Nearly  every  board  and  agency 
of  the  church  has  faced  similar  situations 
in  previous  years.  Even  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  not  immune.  Its  final  session  in 
1970  came  to  an  early  halt  when  more 
than  half  the  delegates  departed  early. 

Are  we  to  assume  From  these  facts  that 
United  Methodism’s  general  agencies 
are  predominantly  filled  with  persons  of 
questionable  commitment?  Although 
some  absenteeism  may  be  the  result  of 
inadequate  commitment,  the  problem  is 
caused  far  more  by  pressures  from  other 
obligations. 

Important  as  other  obligations  may  be, 
however,  it  would  be  difficult  for  most 


members  to  defend  "early  departures” 
in  light  of  their  representative  responsi¬ 
bility  and  their  responsibility  to  spend 
every  dollar  of  the  church’s  money  with 
care. 

In  a  time  when  the  activities  and  ac¬ 
tions  of  national  agenciesareso  frequent¬ 
ly  criticized  by  "grassroots”  church 
members,  what  could  be  more  important 
than  making  sure  all  persons  elected  to 
represent  annual  conferences  and  local 
churches  are  on  hand  when  decisions  are 
made? 

National  meetings  are  also  costly  —  in 
travel,  hotel  accommodations  and  meals. 
(A  meeting  of  the  entire  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  for  instance,  costs  between 
$60,000  and  $100,000,  depending  on  where 
it  is  held.)  Travel  expenses  are  the  same, 
whether  the  board  member  attends  one 
day  or  five.  Hotel  and  meal  rates  are 
often  part  of  a  "package  deal”  and  are 
based  many  times  on  a  minimum  fee  per 
person.  In  other  words,  the  church  is 
paying  for  board  members  to  attend  an 
entire  meeting.  When  a  member  leaves 
prematurely,  church  money  is  wasted. 

Membership  on  a  national  board 
should  be  considered  both  an  honor  and  a 
trust.  Except  in  emergencies,  church 
members  have  a  right  to  expect  their 
representatives  to  attend  every  session 
of  every  meeting.  If  this  type  of  demand 
creates  unreasonable  difficulties  for 
some  persons,  they  should  resign  and  be 
replaced  by  others  with  sufficient  time  to 
see  all  meetings  through  to  the  end. 


Readers-Editors  dialogue 

Why  use  labels9  in  headlines? 


In  the  September  12  issue  you  head¬ 
lined  the  Letters  to  the  Editor  column 
“  ‘Evangelical’— ‘liberal’  debate  contin¬ 
ues."  I  was  disturbed  at  that  time  and, 
after  speaking  to  others  in  our  confer¬ 
ence  regarding  this  matter,  I  decided  to 
put  my  concern  into  words  to  you. 

The  headline  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
word  ‘evangelical’  must  be  paralleled 
with  the  words  ‘conservative’  and  ‘funda¬ 
mental.’  If  this  were  not  true,  why  did 
you  make  it  appear  that  the  evangelicals 
are  in  debate  with  the  liberals? 

I  consider  myself  an  evangelical  and  I 
have  been  such  all  of  my  25  year 
ministry.  I  have  always  been  deeply 
Involved  in  the  work  of  evangelism  in  our 
conference,  in  our  jurisdiction  and  at  the 
national  church  level. 

I  resent  the  fact  that  we  somehow  feel 
that  liberals  cannot  be  evangelical.  Even 
though  I  am  glad  to  be  classified  an 
evangelical,  I  do  hot  wish  to  be  known  as 
either  a  conservative  or  a  liberal.  I  trust 
that  I  have  been  able  to  remain  open- 
minded  and  draw  from  both  of  these 
great  avenues  of  theology. 

An  evangelical  is  one  who  believes 
firmly  in  winning  people  to  Jesus  Christ. 
Let’s  not  put  limits  on  Him  by  saying  that 
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we  must  belong  to  one  camp  or  another.  I 
think  it  is  time  for  all  of  us  to  quit  being 
Pharisaical  about  our  doctrines  and  to 
embrace  the  warm  heart  of  loving  and 
winning  people.  Are  we  not  really  all 
evangelicals  if  we  truly  embrace  the 
Christian  faith  and  then  become  wit¬ 
nesses  as  the  faith  requires?  — John  D. 
Patterson,  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania. 

I’m  with  you,  Mr.  Patterson. 

I  have  never  liked  simplistic  labels 
attached  to  me  or  to  others.  Inevitably, 
such  labels  are  only  partially  descrip¬ 
tive.  If  taken  too  seriously,  they  distort 
our  understanding  of  reality. 

Like  you,  I  am  comfortable  with 
"evangelical”  as  one  of  the  descriptive 
adjectives  for  the  authentic  Christian 
life.  Like  you,  I  identify  to  a  considerable 
extent  with  what  is  commonly  called 
"liberal  theology.”  I  do  not  consider 
these  mutually  exclusive. 

But  neither  do  I  consider  either  of  these 
labels  fully  adequate  to  describe  me.  I 
find  much  of  value  in  schools  of  thought 
other  than  "liberal  theology.”  And  I  don’t 
believe  the  term  "evangelical”  exhausts 
what  it  means  to  be  Christian.  In' 
managing  the  monetary  affairs  of  this 
paper,  I  tend  to  be  "conservative.”  On 
social  issues,  I  am  told  my  positions 
range  from  "conservative”  to  "liberal.” 

If  I  must  be  labeled,  I  much  prefer  to 
think  of  myself  as  one  who  strives  to  be  a 
Christian,  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition. 

I  also  wrote  the  headline  to  which  you 
object.  In  light  of  the  foregoing,  you 
might  well  ask  "why?”. 

The  purpose  of  a  headline,  as  we  un¬ 
derstand  it  at  TM/  UMR,  is  to  describe 
as  accurately  as  possible  the  content  of 
the  article  it  introduces.  I  believe  this 
headline  fulfilled  that  purpose.  The 
"debate”  began  with  reports  of  the 
"Good  News”  convocation  in  August. 
"Good  News”  members  consciously 
label  themselves  "evangelicals.”  The 
chief  targets  of  their  criticisms  were 
persons  and  groups  which  they  labeled 
"liberal.”  In  reporting  their  meeting  and 
speeches,  it  would  have  been  inap¬ 
propriate  to  change  what  they  said;  it 
was  appropriate  to  spell  out  how  they 
define  their  terms,  which  we  did. 

In  subsequent  issues,  we  published  nu¬ 
merous  responses  to  the  "Good  News” 
criticisms  in  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

Given  what  had  gone  before,  we 
believe  the  headline  “  ‘Evangelical’  — 
‘liberal’  debate  continues”  to  have  been 
appropriately  descriptive  of  the  give- 
and-take  which  followed. 

The  relativity  of  the  terms 
"evangelical”  and  "liberal”  was  noted 
by  the  fact  that  quote  marks  appeared 
around  them.  That  was  as  far  as  we  could 
go  in  reflecting  our  own  views  without 
compromising  basic  journalistic  prin¬ 
ciples.  We  may  not  like  labels,  but  we 
have  no  right  to  keep  others  from  using 
them.  When  they  do  use  them  in 
significant  settings,  we  have  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  report  it  the  same  way  to  our 
readers.  —Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
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United  Methodists  and  alcohol  traffic 
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t  1 

John  Spargo 


By  JOHN  L.  SPARGO 

Recently,  a  friend  handed  me  a  history 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
covering  the  years  of  1826  to  1926. 

One  area  in  the  book  dealt  with  "The 
Methodists  and  the  Drink  Traffic.”  This 
subject  is  reviewed  by  Deets  Pickett, 
who  at  the  close  of  that  century  was  the 
General  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Temperance,  Prohibition  and  Public 
Morals. 

Deets  Pickett 
opens  his  section  on 
this  100-year-period 
in  this  way:  "If  it 
be  true  that  tenden¬ 
cies  are  the  only 
things  that  matter, 
then  Methodism 
may  claim  a  clean 
bill  of  health,  for  its 
entire  history  as  far 
as  its  attitude  toward  the  liquor  traffic  is 
concerned.  From  its  beginning  this  has 
been  its  record.” 

He  then  gives  this  quotation  from  a 
statement  by  John  Wesley:  “You  see  the 
wine  when  it  sparkles  in  the  cup,  and  are 
going  to  drink  it.  I  say,  there  is  poison  in 
it,  and  therefore,  beg  you  to  throw  it 
away.  If  you  add,  ‘It  is  not  poison  to  me, 
though  it  may  be  to  others’;  then  I  say, 
‘Throw  it  away  for  thy  brother’s  sake, 
lest  thou  embolden  him  to  drink  also. 
Why  should  thy  strength  occasion  thy 
weak  brother  to  perish,  for  whom  Christ 
died?’ 

“All  who  sell  liquors  in  the  common 
way,  to  any  that  will  buy,  are  poisoners 
general.  They  murder  his  Majesty’s 
subjects  by  wholesale ;  neither  does  their 
eye  pity  or  spare.  They  drive  them  to  hell 
like  sheep.  And  what  is  their  gain?  Is  it 
not  the  blood  of  these  men?  Who,  then, 
would  envy  their  large  estates  and 
sumptuous  palaces?  A  curse  is  in  the 
midst  of  them.  The  curse  of  God  is  in 
their  gardens,  their  groves  —  a  fire  that 
burns  to  the  nethermost  hell.  Blood, 
blood  is  there!  The  foundation,  the  floors, 
the  walls,  the  roof,  are  stained  with 
blood.” 

I  am  confident  that  this  forthright 
statement  should  put  us  straight  as  to 
John  Wesley’s  stand  on  the  liquor 


problem. 

I  recently  read  a  biography  of  Sam 
Jones,  a  leading  minister  and  evangelist 
of  some  years  back,  and  quite  a 
remarkable  Christian  protagonist. 

One  day  passing  an  open  saloon,  Sam 
Jones  saw  a  man  and  his  dog  entering  the 
door.  They  were  both  walking  straight 
and  upright;  the  man  clear-eyed  and 
hands  steady,  the  dog  prancing,  bushy- 
tailed  and  happy.  A  few  hours  later,  Rev. 
Jones  on  returning  that  way,  passed  this 
saloon.  The  same  couple  now  was  coming 
out,  however,  in  radically  different 
fashion  —  the  dog,  like  a  gentleman, 
straight  and  upright,  bushy-tailed  and 
prancing;  the  man,  bleary -eyed,  hands 


trembling,  staggering  and  stumbling,  a 
drunken  bum  who  could  not  walk  a 
straight  ten  feet. 

The  latest  figures  on  our  national  drink 
situation  reveal  18  million  alcoholics  and 
problem  drinkers.  Last  year,  28,000  were 
killed  by  drunk  drivers,  etc. 

The  late  Chet  Huntley  one  day  gave  his 
allotted  time  on  the  air  to  this  same  issue. 
Said  he,  "We  now  have  90  million  social 
drinkers  in  the  nation.  These  are  they  of 
the  cocktail  hour.  The  90  million  con¬ 
stitute  the  breeding  place  for  confirmed 
alcoholics  and  problem  drinkers.  This  is 
one  of  the  curses  under  which  the  country 
labors  today.” 


I  conclude  with  statements  from  two  of 
the  highest  and  most  highly  thought  of 
individuals  in  their  respective  fields.  The 
first  is  from  William  Shakespeare,  who 
had  a  character  in  one  of  his  plays  ask 
the  rhetorical  question:  "Why  put  an 
enemy  in  your  mouth  to  steal  away  your 
brains?"  The  second,  from  Abraham 
Lincoln  is  "The  liquor  traffic  has  its 
defenders,  but  it  has  no  defense.” 

The  authors  of  “Liquor  ads  opposed” 
and  "Has  United  Methodism  lost  its 
concern”  (TM/  UMR,  Sept.  26)  surely 
submit  a  challenge  to  modern 
Methodists.  They  bring  in  sharp  focus  the 
undeniable  fact  that  "alcohol  abuse  is  the 
nation’s  number  one  drug  problem.” 


A  poor  substitute  for  God’s  embrace 


By  RANDAL  RUCKER 

According  to  the  National  Institute  on 
Alcohol  Abuse  and  Alcoholism,  1.3  mil¬ 
lion  Americans  between  12  and  17  have 
serious  drinking  problems  ("Reader’s 
Digest,”  April  1975,  p.  109).  Other 
newspaper  and  magazine  articles, 
coupled  with  television  specials,  focused 
my  attention  on  this  serious  threat  to  our 
society.  The  deteriorative  charac¬ 
teristics  of  this  disease  hit  me  full  force 
about  eight  months  ago. 

In  my  last  period 
class  in  senior  high 
school,  there  was  a 
teenager  who  was 
plagued  with  alco¬ 
holism.  We  were 
casually  acquaint¬ 
ed  before  this  year 
as  we  rode  the 
same  bus  in  junior 
high .  As  the  bus 
would  gradually  become  barren  of  its 
passengers,  I  would  make  conversation 
with  him  to  diminish  the  awkward  si¬ 
lence  which  had  overtaken  the  bus.  We 
never  considered  ourselves  as  friends  — 
merely  acquaintances. 

Each  school  day,  prior  to  the  liberating 
ring  of  the  dismissal  bell,  he  balanced 
himself  to  walk  over  to  me  for  a  one-sided 
conversation  about  alcoholic  beverages 
and  their  "great”  effect  on  him.  As  he 


talked,  the  strong  scent  of  alcohol  on  his 
breath  confirmed  my  belief  in  his  story  of 
the  quantity  consumed  during  the 
preceding  school  period.  As  he  spoke  to 
me  of  his  daily  intake,  the  red  brilliance 
of  his  eyes  flashed  like  a  traffic  light,  and 
his  cheeks  burned  with  a  simmering, 
explosive  heat.  This  individual  was 
seemingly  unaware  of  the  seriousness  of 
his  worsening  alcoholic  condition. 
Drinking  as  much  whiskey  and  rum  as  he 
could  while  in  school,  he  stated,  was  a 
challenge  because  he  liked  to  see  if  he 
could  get  by  without  the  teachers  or 
administration  noticing. 

He  told  me  that  he  could  hold  more 
liquor  then  than  ever  before.  A  wide, 
dingy-tooth  smile  filled  his  face  as  he 
informed  me  that  his  increased  alcohol 
toleration  level  was  brought  about  from 
constant  practice.  His  soul,  his  heart,  his 
religious  outlook  on  life,  seemed  eter¬ 
nally  tied  to  the  deliberate  over¬ 
consumption  of  alcohol  and  profound, 
exercised  self-pity.  If  it  were  not  for  his 
boisterous  bragging,  the  stench  of 
alcohol  on  his  breath  and  his  lack  of  co¬ 
ordination,  one  would  not  detect  him  as  a 
teenager  with  a  drinking  problem. 

To  me,  this  is  the  real  danger  of 
teenage  alcoholism.  It  goes  without 
suspicion  and  discovery  until  many  times 
it  is  too  late.  Inside  the  damage  is  slowly 
but  surely  occurring.  Many  young  people 


are  following  the  current  teenage  trend 
of  facing  the  conflicts  of  life  by  wallowing 
in  the  superfluous  warmth  of  a  whiskey 
bottle.  The  cry  for  spiritual  uplifting  is 
earshattering,  but  the  plea  still  remains 
unheard  by  the  majority  of  God’s 
children. 

Since  I  was  a  senior  in  high  school,  a 
teenager  myself,  I  feel  the  problem  and 
evil  of  teenage  alcoholism  even  closer. 
This  spreading  disease  leads  me  to 
wonder:  Has  the  alcoholic  pestilence  of 
the  older  generation  today  served  as  an 
influential  prototype  which  has  been 
osmosisized  and  practiced  by  today’s 
teenagers?  Are  the  staggering  number  of 
teenage  alcoholics  in  this  country 
reflective  of  the  deterioration  of  their 
souls?  Do  youth  with  this  particular 
problem  not  realize  what  a  poor  sub¬ 
stitute  alcohol  is  for  the  warmth  of  God’s 
spiritual  embrace? 

“Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church.  This  week’s  contributors  are:  the 
Rev.  John  L.  Spargo,  a  retired  minister 
in  the  UMC's  Rocky  Mountain  Confer¬ 
ence  who  now  lives  in  Denver  and  serves 
as  Hospital  Chaplain  for  the  conference; 
and  Mr.  Randal  D.  Rucker,  who  is  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Belmont  College  and  a  member  of 
the  Rucker  Chapel  UMC  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Opinion 

To  the  Editor: 

After  listing  five  cogent  reasons  why 
Karen  Quinlan’s  respirator  might  be  shut 
off,  your  editorial  conclusion  that  the 
plug  should  not  be  pulled  disappointed 
me  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  24).  Even  ethicist 
Paul  Ramsey,  a  conservative  on  this 
subject,  allows  for  "assisted  dying” 
when  the  patient  is  irretrievably  inac¬ 
cessible  to  human  care,  e.g.  in  a  deep, 
irreversible  and  long-term  coma  ("The 
Patient  as  person,”  pp.  161-62). 

Though  no  state  has  enacted  legislation 
legalizing  euthanasia  (direct  or  in¬ 
direct),  right-to-die  legislation  is  pending 
in  Oregon,  Maryland,  Virginia,  West 
Virginia,  Idaho,  Florida,  Washington, 
Delaware,  Wisconsin,  Montana,  Illinois, 
Rhode  Island,  Hawaii,  and  Massachu¬ 
setts. 

Regarding  the  ethical  questions 
surrounding  terminal  illnesses,  Christian 
ethicists  have  generally  cited  the  1957 
statement  by  Pope  Pius  XII  on  the 
prolongation  of  life.  He  stated  there  that 
normally  one  is  held  to  use  only  ordinary 
means,  not  extraordinary  ones  for 
prolonging  human  life.  By  most  stan¬ 
dards,  prolonged  use  of  a  respirator  is 
considered  heroic  or  extraordinary, 
particularly  if  the  patient’s  brain  is 
permanently  damaged,  as  it  appears  to 
be  in  the  case  of  Ms.  Quinlan. 

I  wonder  if  the  excessive  concern  for 
prolonging  her  living  (or  is  it  dying?)  is 
not  an  example  of  what  Joseph  Fletcher 
calls  the  "vitalist  fallacy,”  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  life  at  any  level  is  the  highest 
good. 

I  believe  that  every  human  being  is  of 
infinite  worth  simply  because  we  are 
bom  in  the  Imago  Dei  and  are  linked  by 
destiny  to  our  Creator.  As  such,  I  believe 
Ms.  Quinlan  is  of  infinite  worth.  The 
ethical  issue  for  me  is  not  whether  Ms. 
Quinlan  is  a  child  of  God,  but  whether 
there  remains  any  minimal  quality  of  life 
worth  preserving.  Minimal  humanness, 
it  seems  to  me,  requires  the  ability  to 
experience  and  relate,  to  communicate 
on  some  level,  at  least  to  take  in  some¬ 
thing  from  one’s  environment.  From  the 
media  reports  there  is  no  evidence  that 
Ms.  Quinlan  will  ever  again  enjoy  these 
minimal  standards  of  humanhood.  Is  life, 
per  se,  then  a  good  if  there  is  no  quality, 
no  meaningful  existence? 

If  it  is  true  that  she  has  repeatedly 
stated  that  she  would  not  want  to  be  kept 
alive  by  an  artificial  device  and  her 
adoptive  parents  have  given  their  in¬ 
formed  consent,  I  believe  it  would  be 
ethically  justifiable  to  allow  the  final 
stages  of  death  to  occur. 

It  would  be  interesting  if  she  had 
previously  signed  a  copy  of  “A  Living 
Will”  (published  by  the  Society  for  the 
Right  to  Die),  documenting  that  she  "be 
allowed  to  die  and  not  be  kept  alive  by 
artificial  means  or  heroic  measures  if 
there  was  no  reasonable  expectation  of 
recovery  from  physical  or  mental 
disability.”  It  would  sharpen  the  debate 
over  whether  the  rights  of  the  individual 
or  the  rights  of  society  should  prevail. 

Ralph  Pedersen  Jr. 

Tulare,  California 

Dett ill  ran  be  a  blessing 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  a  number  of  opinions 
being  expressed  about  the  issue  of 
keeping  Karen  Quinlan  alive  indefinitely, 
or  pulling  the  plug  on  the  respirator,  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  side  to  this 
matter  which  is  being  overlooked. 


divided  on 


Suppose  there  were  no  such  machine 
available?  Would  she  have  succumbed  to 
her  ailment  long  ago?  Why  is  physical 
death  considered  to  be  such  a  tragedy? 
Many  times  it  is  a  great  blessing.  Karen 
is  being  kept  alive  by  man’s  will,  and  if 
the  artificial  preservation  of  life  were 
stopped,  she  would  be  turned  over  to 
God’s  will,  which  is  far  better  able  to  do 
what  is  right  for  Karen  than  any  man. 

I  would  like  to  quote  a  few  verses  from 
2nd  Corinthians:  "While  we  look  not  at 
the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the 
things  which  are  not  seen  ;  for  the  things 
which  are  seen  are  temporal;  but  the 
things  which  are  not  seen  are  eternal. 
For  we  know  that  if  our  earthly  house  of 
this  tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we  have  a 
building  of  God,  an  house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Therefore 
we  are  always  confident,  knowing  that 
while  we  are  at  home  in  the  body,  we  are 
absent  from  the  Lord.  We  are  willing 
rather  to  be  absent  from  the  body  and  to 
be  present  with  the  Lord.” 

Now  it  doesn’t  seem  to  me  that  this  is 
anything  for  the  courts  to  get  involved  in, 
nor  is  it  a  question  of  so-called  mercy 
killing;  by  pulling  the  plug,  we  would  be 
saying  to  God,  "Not  our  will  be  Thine  be 

done’"  Clyde  Treacott 

Avon  Park,  Florida 


We  never  have  the  right 

To  the  Editor: 

At  what  point  may  "the  plug”  be 
pulled?  Four  years  ago  my  husband  was 
critically  ill  and  was  hospitalized  for 
what  was  diagnosed  as  a  terminal  illness. 
During  the  course  of  the  hospitalization, 
he  developed  a  respiratory  infection  —  I 
believed  it  to  be  pneumonia.  His  con¬ 
dition  was  so  very  strained  the  physician 
felt  that  if  the  infection  were  not  fought 
with  antibiotics,  that  this  secondary 
infection  might  end  the  suffering  my 
husband  was  undergoing  from  a  primary 
illness  diagnosed  as  an  inoperable  brain 
tumor.  The  physician  and  myself  elected 
to  withhold  medications.  Wanting  to 
minimize  the  suffering,  it  was  decided 
that  fluids  would  continue  to  be  ad¬ 
ministered. 

For  several  weeks  prior  to  this  in¬ 
cident,  I  had  attended  various  programs 
on  euthanasia.  Two  of  these  were 
delivered  by  a  hospital  chaplain.  I  had 
bought  wholeheartedly  the  idea  of 
passive  euthanasia  (passive  —  meaning 
doing  nothing  to  prolong  what  has  been 
termed  a  terminal  illness  or  injury). 

By  the  force  that  compels  this  world, 
my  husband  survived  the  secondary 
infection,  and  a  year  after  the  diagnosis 
of  a  terminal  brain  tumor,  it  was 
discovered  that  this  was  no*  really  the 
problem  at  all.  My  husband  really  had  a 
kidney  stone. 

Because  of  my  own  personal  ex¬ 
perience,  I  do  not  believe  we  ever  have 
the  right  to  ‘‘pull  the  plug.”  I  will  forever 
have  to  live  toith  what  could  have  been 
murder. 

I  hesitated  to  even  write  —  but 
someone  must  look  at  the  fact  that 
physicians,  like  all  other  people,  are 
fallible.  Only  our  God  is  omnipotent. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  things  that  is 
helping  to  focus  on  euthanasia  is  the 
prohibitive  cost  of  medical  care  if  one  is 
maintained  in  life  supporting  conditions. 
Perhaps  this  is  the  real  issue. 

I  respectfully  request  that  my  name  be 
withheld  if  you  should  elect  to  print  my 
letter-  Name  Withheld 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 


‘pulling  the  plug’ 


Moral  issue  reversed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  think  that  the  theologians  and  others 
who  say  we  have  no  right  to  "pull  the 
plug”  because  of  the  sanctity  of  Human 
life  have  reversed  the  moral  issue  in¬ 
volved. 

Who  gave  man  the  right  to  prolong 
breathing  by  artificial  means  by 
"plugging  in  the  plug”  in  the  first  place? 
Pulling  out  a  plug  is  not  euthanasia.  I 
fear  those  who  would  experiment  on  my 
body  by  plugging  in  tubes  to  keep  bodily 
functions  performing  far  more  than  those 
who  might  give  me  a  permanent  sleeping 
pill. 

Where  is  your  faith?  Don’t  you  believe 
Christ  has  prepared  a  place  for  you,  or 
are  these  just  words  you  mouth  on 
Sunday  morning. 

Mrs.  Arza  Maude  Ralph 
Berkeley,  California 

What  can  we  do? 

To  the  Editor: 

My  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Kelly  Nickell 
for  his  inspiring  article  in  the  October  10 
issue.  Now  my  question  is  what  can  I  or 
my  fellow  workers  for  Christ  do  to  relieve 
the  problem. 

Many  ministers  balk  at  the  ideas  of 
"born  again  Christians,”  conversion 
experience,  Holy  Spirit,  and  other  terms 
used  now  days. 


How  can  you  tell  a  minister  who  thinks 
money  is  the  problem  solver,  that  if  he 
had  more  converted-to-Christ  Christians 
in  his  church,  the  money  would  flow 
freely,  the  membership  would  climb  and 
the  work  would  get  done.  The  "faithful 
few”  would  become  the  multitudes,  and 
TM/  UMR  would  have  to  expand  its 
pages  to  accommodate  the  enthusiasm 
for  Christ. 

It  is  a  sad  plight  that  we  "born  again 
Christians”  are  not  finding  the  nourish¬ 
ment  we  need  to  grow  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Changing  churches  is 
not  the  answer  because  I  feel  that  all 
churches  have  this  problem.  But  I  would 
like  to  know  what  I  can  do  along  with 
prayer  and  spreading  my  talents.  Let’s 
not  stop  at  the  talking  —  but  go  on  now  to 
the  doing. 

Come  on  Mr.  Nickell  and  finish  what 
you  started. 

Florence  Frost 
Pocatello,  Idaho 

For  what  it’s  worth 

To  the  Editor: 

For  what  it’s  worth,  I  doubt  if  Mr. 
George  Manley,  speaking  on  the  abortion 
issue  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  17)  has  read 
Psalm  137:9  which  reads:  "Happy  shall 
be  he  who  takes  your  little  ones  and 
dashes  them  against  the  rock.” 

David  Keebler 

Bean  Station.  Tennessee 


Because  of  you... 


beautiful  things  happen 
to  children  who  might 
otherwise  be  forgotten. 

War,  disease,  famine.  Family 
problems,  divorce,  death. 
A  few  of  the  reasons  many 
of  the  world's  children  cry 
themselves  to  sleep  eacn 
night  —  convinced  they  are 
forgotten.  But  beautiful  things 
happen  every  day  to  more 
than  a  million  children 
around  the  globe  through 
the  United  Methodist 
Child  Support  Program. 
While  they  may  be 
provided  home,  food, 
medicine  or  edu¬ 
cation,  the  most 
beautiful  gift  they 
receive  is  knowing 
someone  cares. 
Be  that  someone 
by  sending  your 
gift  today 


Please  send  your 
gift  through  your 
local  church, 
annual  conference,  or  to: 

United  Methodist 
Child  Support 
Program  Rm.  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr., 
New  York,  N.  Y.  10027 


Apply  my  gift  of  $  - - to  project  checked 

WORLD  DIVISION  NATIONAL  DIVISION  UMCOR 

O  To  provide  annual  S75  □  To  provide  care,  educa-  □  To  provide  care  and 
scholarships  for  children  in  non  and  Christian  nurture  education  lor  children  from 
Sonapat  Boy's  Hostel,  Nur  for  neglected  children  at  the  nomadic  tribes,  Including 
Niwas  Girl's  Home  or  Butler  McDonell  United  Methodist  support  of  an  orphange  and 
Memorial  Girl’s  School,  Center,  Houma,  Louisiana  youth  training  center, 
Delhi  Conference.  India.  550531-8  northern  Kenya.  Africa. 

008150-5-RB  140530-5 

Please  send  me  further  information  about - - - 


The  United  Methodist  Child  Support  Program  is  a  part  ol  the  world  wide  mlnisiry  ol  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  with  all 
child  care  institutions  approved  as  Advance  Specials 
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Crisis  in  church  colleges  confronted 

Higher  education  board  proposes  $16  million  annually  to  help 


‘ Prayer ’  limp  in  public  school? 

NEW  HAVEN,  Conn.  —  Public  school  students  in  New  Haven  remain  silent  for  a 
minute  during  a  period  of  meditation.  The  Connecticut  state  legislature  earlier  this 
year  passed  a  law,  which  took  effect  October  1,  requiring  all  public  schools  in  the 
state  to  set  aside  a  minute  each  day  for  meditation. 

Opponents  of  the  law  regard  it  as  a  first  wedge  in  the  door  toward  the  objective  of 
getting  prayer  back  in  public  schools.  The  practice  apparently  has  stired  little  en¬ 
thusiasm  among  students  and  teachers.  religious  news  service  photo 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  Responding  to 
the  crisis  in  the  church-related  college, 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  (BHEM) 
proposed  a  series  of  steps  to  breathe  new 
life  into  its  schools  in  severe  financial 
trouble  during  the  annual  meeting  here 
Oct.  28-31. 

Chaired  by  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr., 
Topeka,  Kan.,  the  100-member  board 
proposed  a  $2  million  fund  to  aid  church 
colleges  in  financial  plight,  a  Holding 
Corporation  to  serve  schools  in  deficit 
crisis,  the  continuation  of  the  $6  million 
Black  College  Fund  and  the  $6  million 
Ministerial  Education  Fund,  and  a  $2 
million  scholarship  fund  for  ethnic 
minority  education.  And  one  of  its 
divisions  was  instructed  to  develop  a 
nationwide  emphasis  to  provide  more 
scholarships  to  United  Methodist 
students  attending  United  Methodist 
colleges  and  universities. 

The  BHEM  is  charged  with  addressing 


Briefing  alerts  press 9  delegates 

Likely  General  Conference  issues  raised;  member  decline  debated 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  Is  the  continuing 
decline  of  United  Methodist  membership 
“a  source  of  real  concern”  or  only  “a 
numbers  game?” 

Sharply  contrasting  views  on  the  an¬ 
swer  to  that  question  came  into  focus 
here  Nov.  1  and  2  during  an  historic 
“progress  briefing”  on  next  spring’s 
General  Conference.  While  all  sides  of  a 
panel  discussion  agreed  the  UMC  needs 
to  examine  the  decline  seriously,  little 
agreement  was  apparent  on  its  causes 
and  what  to  do  about  it. 

The  discussion  was  the  kick-off 
presentation  for  a  2-day  briefing  spon¬ 
sored  jointly  by  the  denomination’s  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications  (JCC) 
and  the  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  (UMAC).  The  briefing 
—  attended  by  nearly  150  persons 
representing  the  church  press,  national 
agencies  and  annual  conference 
delegations  —  was  called  in  an  effort  to 
provide  advance  information  on  issues 
likely  to  come  before  the  denomination’s 
top  legislative  body  next  April. 

Using  resource  persons  from  across 
the  church,  participants  heard  “update” 
reports  on  such  likely  issues  as  continued 
church  participation  in  higher  education, 
world  hunger,  the  crisis  in  the  ethnic 
minority  churches,  general  periodicals, 
human  sexuality  and  women’s  concerns. 

The  issue  of  membership  decline  was 
presented  through  a  panel  discussion  in 
which  the  heads  of  two  national  church 
agencies  and  leaders  from  two 
“evangelical”  caucus  groups  gave  their 
viewpoints  on  declining  church  mem¬ 
bership  domestically  and  declining 
missionary  presence  of  our  church 
overseas. 

Not  any  one  reason 

Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
told  participants  that  a  complete  analy¬ 
sis  of  membership  loss  statistics  does  not 
isolate  any  one  reason  for  the  decline  and 
warned  against  finding  “easy  ways”  of 
explaining  the  losses  —  which  have 
totalled  nearly  one  million  members 
during  the  past  decade.  Shifts  in 
population  from  rural  areas  —  where  the 
UMC  is  traditionally  strongest  —  to 
cities,  and  from  cities  to  suburbs,  were 
listed  as  major  contributing  factors. 

“It's  clear  that  church  school  growth 
and  development  is  needed,”  Dr.  Talbert 
said.  “It  is  also  clear  that  new  church 
development  in  the  cities  is  needed.”  He 
said  that  “with  these  truths  in  mind”  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  does  not  plan  to 
wait  until  ail  the  other  facts  are  in  to 
begin  working  on  solutions.  He  said 
specific  proposals  designed  to  help 
reverse  the  decline  will  be  brought  to 
General  Conference. 

Dr.  Talbert  also  stated  that  —contrary 
to  the  opinions  of  many  persons  in  the 
church— “political  and  social  involve¬ 
ment  by  the  church  appears  not  to  be  a 
major  factor  in  our  membership  decline. 

Two  other  panelists  —  Dr.  David 
Seamands  of  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  (EMC)  and  Charles  Keysor,  a 
journalist  for  the  Good  News  movement 
(two  “evangelical”  caucuses  in  the 
church)  —  disagreed  with  Dr.  Talbert’s 
assessment. 

Admitting  that  part  of  the  membership 
loss  is  due  to  “sociological  patterns  of 
population  in  recent  years,”  Mr.  Keysor 
said  he  believes  the  UMC’s  failure  to 
address  ultimate  concerns  with 
“spiritual  answers”  is  a  major  reason 
people  are  leaving  the  church. 

White  flight 

On  another  issue,  Dr.  Talbert  said  he 
believes  new  congregational  develop¬ 
ment  in  cities  affected  by  “white  flight” 
(abandonment  of  cities  by  white 
population  in  favor  of  suburban  living) 
needs  to  be  a  priority  of  the  church. 
Black  and  other  ethnic  populations 
moving  in  where  whites  have  left  are  in 
great  need  of  religious  direction  and 
facilities  to  meet  their  needs,  and  are 
often  left  with  little  religious  direction 
from  the  church,  and  with  facilities 
designed  for  the  needs  of  white 
congregations,  Dr.  Talbert  said. 

Dr.  Tracey  Jones,  fourth  panelist  and 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  expressed  skepticism  about 
the  “numbers  game.”  He  indicated  his 
main  concern  is  not  with  the  statistical 
decline  on  the  American  scene,  but  with 


how  fully  and  faithfully  the  UMC  is  able 
to  deal  with  the  fact  that  “today  is  a  new 
day.” 

Foremost  on  the  churches  agenda  in 
this  new  day  are  how  we  will  relate  to 
Christian  churches  on  the  six  other 
continents  of  the  world,  and  how  we 
relate  to  persons  of  the  other  great  world 
religions,  according  to  Dr.  Jones.  He  said 
he  wants  the  church  to  grow  in  numbers 
and  discipleship,  but  “on  a  global  scale.” 

Pressed  regarding  what  his  board  is 
doing  in  the  area  of  church  extension  and 
new  congregation  develoDment  throueh 
its  National  Division,  Dr.  Jones  said 
church  extension  is  one  of  that  division’s 
three  top  priorities. 

Asked  by  a  reporter  why,  if  church 
extension  is  a  high  priority,  the  board  has 
not  appointed  a  person  to  head  its  new 
congregation  development  office  (which 
has  been  vacant  for  more  than  a  year), 
and  why  only  $20,000  was  budgeted  for 
that  office,  Dr.  Jones  said  church  ex¬ 
tension  has  many  implications  outside  of 
that  one  office. 

“I  am  not  prepared  to  speak  to  the 
specific  budgetary  question  at  this 
time,”  Dr.  Jones  said,  “but  I  assure  you 
congregational  development  in  all  its 
implications  is  a  top  priority  of  the 
board.” 

Fewer  overseas  missionaries 

Another  part  of  “the  numbers  game” 
which  came  before  the  panel  was  the 
declining  number  of  UMC  missionaries 
going  overseas  in  recent  years. 

Dr.  Seamands  said  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  become  an  “overseas 
branch  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.” 

“It  is  obvious  to  me  that  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  does  a  great  job  with 
social  concerns,  but  has  relegated  to  a 
position  of  minor  importance  the 
demands  of  reaching  the  unreached 
millions  around  the  world  with  the  Word 
of  God,”  Dr.  Seamands  said. 

Dr.  Jones  replied  that  the  “day  of 
sending  large  numbers  of  American 
missionaries  overseas  is  over.  Our  mis¬ 
sionary  effort  will  increase  over  the 
next  few  years,”  Dr.  Jones  said,  “but  it 
will  take  on  new  forms  which  are  greatly 
different  from  the  way  things  have 
been.” 

Other  items  which  came  before  the 
briefing  included  the  following: 

Disliop  Irlls  llic  church 


•  A  report  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  on  the  process  for  dealing  with 
the  emergency  hunger  priority  of  the 
church  (see  TM/  UMR,  Oct.  17  and  Oct. 
31).  Dr.  Paul  Minus,  head  of  the  BGM 
hunger  task  force,  told  participants 
about  BGM  efforts  to  coordinate  inter¬ 
agency  efforts  to  meet  hunger  needs 
through  a  program  projected  to  cost  $5 
million  a  year. 

•  Dr.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  told  the  group 
that  the  church  must  recommit  itself  to 
the  task  of  supporting  higher  education 
through  church  related  colleges  and 
universities.  “This  is  no  time  for  the 
church  to  abandon  higher  education,” 
Dr.  Trotter  warned.  He  said  we  need  to 
be  a  part  of  the  arena  of  higher  education 
“today  as  never  before”  because  secular 
institutions  tend  to  focus  on  technology 
rather  than  questioning  meaning  and 
value  of  the  type  asked  in  church  in¬ 
stitutions  (see  TM/  UMR,  Aug.  8  and 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

•  A  panel  of  persons  representing 
ethnic  minority  groups  reported  on  a 
series  of  mini-consultations  held  on  the 
crisis  in  the  ethnic  minority  churches 
(see  TM/  UMR  Oct.  3,  Oct.  10,  Oct.  17, 
Oct.  31  and  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

•  Representatives  from  the 
denomination’s  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  briefed  the 
participants  on  the  commission’s  hopes 
of  becoming  a  standing  commission  at 
next  year’s  General  Conference  (see 
TM/  UMR  Sept.  26).  Mrs.  Barbara 
Thompson,  chairperson  of  the  com¬ 
mission,  said  it  is  hoped  that  during  the 
next  quadrennium  the  commission  can 
play  a  “greater  advocacy  role”  in 
women’s  concerns.  She  said  that  in  the 
past  the  commission  has  been  hindered 
by  an  inadequate  budget.  A  major  need 
in  the  struggle  for  women’s  rights  in  the 
church,  she  said,  is  for  more  women  to  be 
placed  in  church  media  positions. 

•  Representatives  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  and 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  briefed 
participants  on  proposed  changes  in  the 
church’s  Social  Principles  which  deal 
with  human  sexuality,  and  called  for 
creation  by  the  General  Conference  of  a 
study  commission  on  human  sexuality 
during  the  1977-80  quadrennium  (see 
TM/  UMR,  Aug.  22,  Aug.  29  and  Oct.  31). 


the  church  in  its  “intellectual  life”  and 
supporting  the  ordained  and 
professionals  in  ministry.  Through  its 
division  on  higher  education,  the  board 
carries  on  the  former  responsibility 
through  colleges,  universities, 
theological  schools  and  campus  ministry 
programs.  The  latter  responsibility  is 
fulfilled  through  the  board’s  three 
ministry  divisions:  ordained,  chaplaincy 
and  lay  ministries. 

The  proposed  $2  million  fund  for 
colleges  in  “critical  institutional 
change”  would  offer  short  term  financial 
aid  to  church-related  schools  about  to 
close  their  doors. 

Seven  colleges  high  risk 

Dr.  Fred  Harris,  division  of  higher 
education  executive,  told  the  board  that 
seven  of  the  church’s  more  than  100 
colleges  and  universities  are  at  an 
“extremely  high  level  of  risk”  finan¬ 
cially.  More  than  20  four-year  colleges 
will  probably  encounter  financial  crisis 
in  the  next  four  years  and  up  to  one-half 
of  the  two-year  colleges,  a  division  report 
to  the  board  stated. 

The  Holding  Corporation  is  designed  to 
receive  a  school  by  court  order  and 
manage  its  fiscal  affairs  until  the  in¬ 
stitution  can  stabilize  financially.  Dr. 
Harris  said  he  hoped  that  the  board  never 
had  to  use  it,  “but  we  must  have  the  legal 
machinery  available  if  we  need  it.  We 
could  have  used  it  twice  in  the  last  year.” 

A  written  report  to  the  board  indicated 
severe  financial  problems  at  North 
Carolina  Wesleyan  College,  Rocky 
Mount,  N.C.  and  Alaska  Methodist 
University,  Anchorage,  Alaska.  Both 
situations  have  presently  stabilized. 

The  proposal  for  ethnic  minority 
education  was  introduced  by  the  Rev. 
Roy  Sano,  Oakland,  Calif.,  who  said  that 
too  often  in  minority  affairs  “the  church 
is  at  the  mercy  of  the  loudest  screamer.” 
This  proposal,  he  said,  would  enable  the 
church  to  focus  on  those  persons, 
programs  and  scholarships  which  would 
lead  to  self-determined  ethnic  minority 
education.  Entitled  “Hispanic,  Asian  and 
Native  American  (HANA)  United 
Methodists  in  Higher  Education,”  the 
proposal  calls  for  $2  million  to  implement 
the  program. 

Pat  Freeman,  a  Native  American  of 
Baldwin,  Kan.,  objected  that  the  pro¬ 
posal  was  not  a  serious  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  issue.  “Ten  million  dollars” 
would  be  more  like  it,  he  said. 

Too  much  money 

Several  board  members  raised  the 
point  that  BHEM  was  requesting  too 
much  money  from  the  church  for  all 
these  funds.  General  Secretary  Thomas 
Trotter  replied  that  while  he  was  aware 
of  the  limitation  on  financial  resources, 
“it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  board  to  finally 
determine  those  limits.  Our  respon- 

What's  sauce  for  j; 
the  goose... 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  What’s  j: 

coming  next? 

•:  Maternity  leave  for  staff  persons  j: 

:•  who  become  pregnant  was  deleted  :j 
j:  from  its  procedure  manual  by  the  :j 
ji  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  j: 

•j  Ministry  at  its  recent  meeting  :• 
j:  here.  j: 

;•  Officers  of  the  board  explained  jj 

that  under  the  federal  equal  em-  j*. 

>•  ployment  guidelines  for  both  sexes,  :• 
jj:  if  the  board  provides  maternity  jj 
>;  benefits  it  must  likewise  provide 


sibility  is  to  state  the  need  and  let  the 
church  decide.” 

The  board  endorsed  a  proposal  to 
continue  the  Black  College  Fund  at  $6 
million  annually  for  the  12  U.M. -related 
colleges  enrolling  primarily  black 
students.  A  new  regulation  states  that 
fund  shall  be  distributed  only  to  those 
black  colleges  which  meet  specified 
guidelines  of  “management,  educational 
quality  and  measurement  by  announced 
objectives”  as  drawn  up  by  the  board’s 
division  of  higher  education. 

The  board  also  approved  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  $6.3  million  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  which  goes  mainly  to  the 
church’s  13  theological  schools. 

The  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  of  the  UMC,  composed  of  college 
presidents  and  officers,  in  a  two-day 
called  session  prior  to  the  BHEM 
meeting  said  their  top  priority  was  more 
scholarships  for  U.M.  students  attending 
U.M.  schools.  The  BHEM  responded  by 
ordering  the  development  of  a  nation¬ 
wide  program  to  increase  and  inform  the 
church  of  scholarship  opportunities 
through  United  Methodist  Student  Day 
offerings  and  related  funds. 


In  other  business,  the  board: 

•  Adopted  a  $15,098,917  budget  for  1976 
(including  $6.3  million  for  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  and  $4.5  million  for  the 
Black  College  Fund.) 

•  Passed  a  resolution  requesting  the 
General  Conference  to  give  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Status  and  Role  of  Women 
“standing  status  in  the  general  church 
with  adequate  funding.” 

•  Reaffirmed  the  UMC  commitment 
to  an  ecumenical  campus  ministry  net¬ 
work  of  persons  and  resources  (United 
Ministries  in  Higher  Education)  while  at 
the  same  time  permitting  the  church  to 
move  in  a  decidedly  denominational  way 
where  warranted. 

•  Adopted  in  its  closing  moments  a 
motion  by  Dr.  Thomas  Kim.  president  of 
McMurry  College,  Abilene,  Tex.,  that 
BHEM  “takes  a  stand  that  every  U.M. 
pastor  has  the  primary  obligation  and 
responsibility  of  student  recruitment  and 
promotion  of  financial  contributions  in 
support  of  U.M. -related  theological 
seminaries  instead  of  diverting  such 
support  to  non-U. M.  seminaries.” 


Asian-Americans 9 goal : 
increased  visibility 


paternity  benefits!  $  since  1970 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

OAKLAND,  Cal.  —  Annoyed  by  the 
charge  that  “there  is  almost  no  Asian 
Ethnic  church,”  representatives  of 
United  Methodism’s  500  Asian-American 
congregations  determined  here  at  a 
“mini  consultation”  on  the  ethnic  local 
church  to  increase  their  visibility. 

The  Rev.  Roy  Sano,  Oakland  theolo¬ 
gian,  said  while  the  statement  is  not  true 
in  fact,  it  would  be  accurate  to  say  that 
“in  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  majority 
white  church,  our  existence  is  not 
known.” 

Two  significant  steps  were  taken  by  the 
consultation  meeting  here  last  weekend 
toward  the  goal  of  full  participation  and 
increased  visibility,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Lloyd  Wake,  convenor  of  the  con¬ 
sultation  and  president  of  the  federation 
of  Asian  United  Methodist  caucuses. 

A  first  step  was  to  broaden  the  base  of 
the  group  by  welcoming  the  Pacific 
Islanders  (Samoans  and  Fujiians)  and 
Hawaiians. 

Second,  solidarity  began  to  develop 
between  the  Asian  groups  in  spite  of  a 
history  of  paranoia  and  ancient 
hostilities  between  Koreans,  Chinese, 
Japanese  and  Filipinos. 

The  statement  on  their  low  profile  in 
the  church  was  made  in  the  study 
document  on  the  crisis  in  the  ethnic 
minority  local  churches.  The  study  was 
requested  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  last  March  when  it  announced 
that  strengthening  U.M.  ethnic  local 
churches  is  a  top  priority  for  the  church. 

The  document,  which  was  prepared  by 
Dr.  Carl  A.  Fields,  New  York,  is  being 
reviewed,  refined  and  supplemented  by 
four  ethnic  “mini  consultations.” 

The  Oct.  31  -  Nov.  1  meeting  of  Asians 
and  Pacific  Islanders  was  the  last  con¬ 
sultation  with  earlier  gatherings  held 
with  the  Native  Americans,  Blacks  and 
Hispanics. 

U.S.  military  involvement  in  Asia  and 
changes  in  the  immigration  laws  have 
created  both  problems  and  opportunities 
for  United  Methodism’s  smallest  ethnic 
community. 


Approach  to  issues  should  reflect 
Jesus  Christ,  concern  for  persons 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  “Issues  are  the 
stuff  history  is  made  of,  and  we  are  living 
history,”  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of  the 
UMC’s  Dakotas  area  told  a  group  of 
church  communicators  and  delegation 
heads  to  General  Conference  here  last 
week.  “The  church,  therefore,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  has  a  stake  in  the 
issues.  But  we  must  not  forget  whose 
name  we  name.  Our  Lord  provides  the 
rationale  for  our  involvement,”  he  said. 

Reflecting  on  how  the  UMC  deals  with 
issues  at  the  pre-General  Conference 
briefing  here,  Bishop  Armstrong  said  too 
often  it  is  “with  a  broom  in  one  hand  and 
a  shotgun  in  the  other." 

Those  who  approach  issues  with  a 
broom,  he  said,  say  the  church  ought  to 
“stick  to  the  Gospel,”  avoid  issues,  and 
sweep  all  potential  sources  of  con¬ 
troversy  under  the  rug. 

Those  who  approach  issues  with  a 
shotgun  forget  “sober  prioritizing  and 
thoughtful  selectivity,”  he  said,  and  say 
“give  us  an  issue,  any  issue,  and  we’ll 
take  a  shot  at  it”  in  the  hope  of  being 
relevant. 

“Surely  the  pathway  to  responsible 
churchmanship  is  somewhere  between 
the  broom  and  the  shotgun,”  Bishop 
Armstrong  said. 

The  bishop  outlined  four  primary  ways 
in  which  issues  are  dealt  with  in  the  UMC 
today:  (1)  through  the  process  of 
research  and  hearings,  which  culminate 
in  decisions;  (2)  through  the  ongoing 
process  of  “in  house  debate”  within  the 
church  —  which  culminates  every  four 
years  with  debate  and  decisions  at  the 
General  Conference ,  (3)  through  “ad  hoc 


advocacy”  by  church  leaders  and  church 
agencies  when  history  does  not  provide 
the  luxury  of  long  range  study  and 
reflection  —  for  example,  responding  to 
starvation  in  Bangladesh  and  the  Sahel, 
serving  as  a  mediating  force  during  the 
Wounded  Knee  crisis,  testifying  at 
congressional  hearings^  and  directing 
urgent  appeals  to  the  United  Nations  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  and 
(4)  through  the  “caucus  or  political 
power  bloc"  which  presses  the  church  to 
give  attention  to  its  particular  concerns. 

Acknowledging  the  wide-ranging 
pluralism  of  viewpoints  on  issues  within 
this  arena.  Bishop  Armstrong  appealed 
to  United  Methodists  at  all  levels  “to 
acknowledge  and  define  our  differences 
in  an  atmosphere  of  Christian  love, 
mutual  respect,  intellectual  honesty,  and 
genuine  humility,  (and  to)  get  on  with  the 
task  of  being  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
a  sometimes  way-lost,  sometimes  hope- 
filled  world.  We  may  not  be  of  the  world, 
but  we  are  in  it.  We  serve  one  who  came 
not  to  condemn  it,  but  to  save  it.  The 
world  is  our  parish,  the  context  of  our 
ministries.  It  provides  our  agenda,”  he 
said. 

Addressing  the  specific,  widely- 
debated  issue  of  homosexuality  —  which 
he  said  had  been  “fostered  by  political 
power  blocs  on  the  left  and  the  right”  — 
Bishop  Armstrong  said  he  did  not  believe 
the  1976  General  Conference  should 
approve  the  ordination  of  homosexuals. 
Nor  does  he  consider  homosexuality  a 
“normative”  expression  of  human 
behavior  He  added,  “with  myriad 
human  crises  begging  for  attention,  if  we 
permit  a  debate  over  homosexuality  to 
become  a  preoccupation  and  dominate 


our  agenda  in  Portland,  the  judgment  of 
the  Lord  ought  to  descend  upon  us.” 

“But  the  homosexual  is  a  person,  as  all 
of  us  are  persons,”  the  bishop  said.  He  or 
she  is  a  sinner,  as  all  of  us  are  sinners. 
Christ  loved  and  died  for  the  homosexual 
and  heterosexual  alike.  The  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  here  for  each  and  every 
one.  Because  of  years  and  years  of  cruel 
misunderstanding  and  discrimination, 
the  homosexual  has  been  driven  into  an 
underground  of  anxiety,  fear,  rejection, 
alienation,  and  too  often  disjointed, 
erratic  behavior.” 

Citing  a  case  in  point,  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong  spoke  of  a  person  who  years  ago 
confided  that  he  had  been  a  homosexual. 
“Then  he  tearfully  explained  how  his  own 
father,  in  a  moment  of  depraved 
irresponsibility,  had  introduced  him  —  as 
a  small  boy  —  to  the  practice  that  would 
shape  so  much  of  his  near  future.  This 
man  was  struggling  to  be  free.  Should  the 
church  offer  him  pietistic  axioms,  Bible 
verses  and  stern  moralistic  judgments, 
or  warm  acceptance  and  the  love  of 
Christ?”  Bishop  Armstrong  asked. 

Summarizing  his  understanding  of 
Jesus’  approach  to  issues,  and  the  appro¬ 
priate  approach  of  the  church,  Bishop 
Armstrong  said:  “Issues  are  important 
only  because  of  the  persons  involved. 
This  is  true  of  war  and  poverty,  of  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse,  of  corruption  and 
political  oppression  and  systems  of 
cruelty,  of  racism  and  sexism  and 
militarism,  of  family  life  and  sexuality. 
If  the  issue  is  more  important  to  us  than 
the  persons  who  are  at  the  living  center 
of  the  issue,  then  we  have  forsaken  the 
Christ  who  gives  us  our  peculiar  iden¬ 
tity." 


it  is  estimated  the  Korean 
population  in  the  U.S.  has  increased  by 
500  percent,  the  Filipino  population  by 
200  percent  and  the  Chinese  population 
by  50  percent.  Projections  for  the  next  10 
years  indicate  immigrants  from  East 
Asian  countries  will  triple  or  even 
quadruple,  according  to  the  Rev.  Jonah 
Chang,  executive  director  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Asian  American  United 
Methodists,  San  Francisco. 

The  Rev.  Mila  Maefau  reported  there 
are  four  U.M.  Samoan  congregations  in 


the  Los  Angeles  area  and  a  population  of 
around  20,000. 

The  opportunity  for  the  church  lies  in 
the  fact  that  large  numbers  of  the  im¬ 
migrants  are  already  Christian  or  have  a 
Christian  orientation  and  want  to  be  in 
the  church.  For  example,  an  estimated  95 
percent  of  the  Filipinos  are  Christian, 
leaders  said. 

Immigrating  pastors  also  provide  a 
unique  pool  of  leadership,  but  many  have 
established  their  own  congregations 
without  affiliating  with  the  UMC  because 
no  mechanism  has  been  developed  to 
adequately  evaluate  their  education. 

Dr.  Bong  Ja  Chung,  a  Los  Angeles 
professor,  said  professionals  in  almost 
every  other  field  have  had  little  difficulty 
with  accreditation.  But  pastors,  many 
with  doctoral  degrees,  have  been  given 
the  humiliating  status  of  lay  pastor 
without  any  rights  that  come  with  full 
conference  membership. 

Increasing  the  affiliation  of  these  new 
congregations  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  minimizing  the  difficulties  in 
recognizing  ministerial  orders  were 
listed  as  immediate  goals. 

Establishing  contact  with  new  im¬ 
migrants  and  helping  them  to  adjust, 
language  schools,  curriculum  and 
evangelism  resources  printed  in  the 
languages  of  these  groups,  and  em¬ 
ployment  assistance  are  some  of  the 
needs  related  to  the  immigrant  com¬ 
munity. 

But  at  the  same  time  Asian-American 
ethnic  churches  must  continue  to  train 
and  draw  leadership  from  the  native 
born  and  particularly  the  youth,  the 
consultation  said.  Developing  a  well 
coordinated  youth  ministry  by  regions 
was  adopted  as  a  goal. 

An  Asian-American  training  center, 
controlled  by  Asian  Americans,  for 
research,  lay  leadership  training  and 
youth  development  was  viewed  as  an 
important  strategy  for  maintaining  inter¬ 
ethnic  cooperation  while  recognizing  the 
differences  between  cultural  groups. 

The  "mini  consultation”  suggestions 
will  be  referred  to  a  rewrite  team  and 
acted  on  at  the  final  Nov.  17-18  meeting  of 
the  30-member  Task  Force  on  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  in  Chicago.  The 
document  will  then  go  to  GCOM  and  to 
the  1976  General  Conference. 

Fears  were  expressed  here  that 
without  a  plan  for  continuing  ethnic  input 
as  their  goals  are  budgeted  and 
legislation  is  prepared  for  General 
Conference,  a  greater  crisis  may  emerge 
as  once  again  ethnics  are  treated  as 
objects  of  missional  concern  but  not  as 
full  participants. 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  Ms  SI. 00  per  Insertion. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery.  408 

S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 

years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request  413  South  St. 
Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  73301.  (214 >-747-4540. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park,  1850 

CHRISTMAS  IN  ITALY:  14-day  Art  and 

Alice  St..  Oakland,  Calif.  94612.  j 

Write:  Sanborn's  Travel  Center.  701  Parkrldge 

Dr.,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  78216. 

MINISTERS  MEMOIRS  PUBLISHED: 
Methodist  Episcopal  only,  who  died  before 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
wanted.  Orlando,  Fla.  —  1,300  congregation. 
Requirements:  Christian  commitment, 
college  graduate  —  church  and  seminary 

bershlp  and  year  of  death.  Fee  charged  to 
cover  expenses.  Dr.  W.  G.  Smeltzer,  700  S. 
Alton  Way.  Denver.  Colo.  80231. 

experience  preferred.  For  application,  write: 
Richard  Schmidt.  Associate  Pastor.  As  bury 
United  Methodist  Church.  Box  236.  Maitland. 

Fla.  33781. 

SHOW  THIS  AD  TO  YOUR  MYF.  UMW:  We 
have  a  better  way  of  fund-raising.  Various 
options.  (We  can  also  help  with  bazaars,  ate.) 

FREE!  “300  Humorous  Dlustradona  for 
Religious  Speakers"  when  you  subscribe  to  the 

N.Y.  13043. 

“Journal  of  Religious  Speaking."  a  monthly 
resource  service  for  persons  seeking  to  share 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  from  pulpit  or 
platform.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Only  610 
per  year  from  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory.  P.O.  Box  11025.  Knoxville.  TN. 

Beautiful  book  PRAYERS  FOR  ALL  OC¬ 
CASIONS.  By:  Elizabeth  Evans  Turner.  Single 
copy.  62.50  postpaid ;  8  copies.  61.50  each.  Write 

P.O.  Box  25351,  Houston,  Texas  77005. 

37919. 

WAYNESVILLE.  N.C.:  34  acres  covered  with 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

virgin  hardwood  trees  and  Blue  Ridge 
Mountain  air.  3  miles  from  center  downtown, 
one  from  Junaluska  Conference  grounds.  6 
from  Maggie  Valley.  Property  Includes  4  BR.  2 
bath  rustic  home  and  four  10  X  14  cabins 
snuggled  700  ft.  off  Its  904  ft.  frontage.  Great 
for  youth  camp,  developer  or  privacy-loving 
family  and  "roughing  It"  guests.  $70,000.  29  per 
cent  down.  Mildred  Blackwell.  Realtor.  (904) 
384-6548. 
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‘Do’  theology,  feminist  urges:  free  women  for  service 


EDITOR'S  NOTE: 
Dr.  Letty  M.  Rus¬ 
sell.  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Theology 
and  Women's  Stud¬ 
ies  at  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity  Divinity  school, 
is  an  ordained  min¬ 
ister  in  the  United 
.•  Presbyterian 

>:  Letty  Russell  Church.  She  is  the 

*  author  of  “Human  Liberation  in 
a  Feminist  Perspective  —  A  Theolo- 
gy.”  TM/UMR  talked  with  Dr. 
Russell  in  Dallas  recently  about 

X  liberation  and  feminist  theology  and 
v  its  message  for  persons  throughout 
X  the  church. 

£  By  PAT  SITES 

>:  Staff  Writer 

*  “Liberation"  has  a  frightening, 
X  threatening  connotation  to  many 
£  persons.  How  do  you  convey  a 
X  message  of  liberation  theology  to 

churchpersons  reluctant  to  hear  it? 
x  Through  the  Biblical  message.  Old 
:j:  Testament  people  were  oppressed. 

The  people  Jesus  welcomed  were 
X  oppressed.  We  don’t  have  to  begin 
:*.•  with  a  secular  women’s  liberation 
£  message.  We  just  need  to  take 
v  seriously  the  knowledge  that  God 
cares  for  all  people,  physically, 
:•  socially,  personally. 


Briefly,  what  is  liberation  theology 
anyway? 

It’s  an  attempt  to  reflect  on  the 
experience  of  oppression  and  our 
actions  for  creating  a  more  humane 
society. 

And  feminist  theology? 

It’s  written  out  of  an  experience  of 
the  oppression  of  women  in  society. 
Together  with  other  people  searching 
for  freedom,  women  want  to  tell  the 
world  that  they  are  part  of  God’s  plan 
of  human  liberation. 

You  write  of  liberation  theology  as 
action-reflection,  one  which  is  meant 
to  be  done.  In  that  sense,  how  can 
feminist  theology,  for  example,  take 
hold  in  the  local  church? 

By  starting  with  action.  By  acting  in 
ways  that  liberate  people,  then 
thinking  what  these  actions  mean  in 
terms  of  our  faith.  We  tend  to  do  this 
anyway.  What’s  new  is  that  we’re 
saying  to  do  it  intentionally.  If  a 
church  by  its  actions  just  supports  the 
status  quo,  then  its  theology  is  just 
that  type:  one  which  comforts  the 
comfortable. 

Many  women  are  finding  anyone 
can  "do”  theology  this  way.  You  don’t 
have  to  be  trained  in  theology.  As 
more  women  become  involved  in  the 
administration  and  program  of  their 
church  at  leadership  levels,  for 
example,  they  become  more  thirsty 


for  a  theology,  for  clues  about  their 
faith.  They  become  more  conscious  of 
the  need  for  change  and  full  par¬ 
ticipation.  Then  you  don’t  have  to 
teach  theology  —  it’s  already  going 
on. 

We  read  that  the  feminist 
movement  in  the  secular  world  may 
be  floundering.  Is  it? 

Every  movement  has  a  variety  of 
groups.  As  gains  are  made,  these 
groups  tend  to  divide.  Some  say, 
"That’s  enough.”  Others  say,  "That’s 
not  enough.”  They  allow  themselves 
to  be  divided  and  conquered. 

There  is  always  a  “hit  parade”  of 
oppression:  blacks  had  their  year, 
then  women,  now  maybe  Asians  or 
somebody  else.  In  this  time  of  instant 
communication,  the  media  picks  up  a 
cause  and  then  drops  it.  But  hearts 
and  minds  are  not  changed.  Once 
consciousness  is  raised,  we  don’t 
forget  it.  Change  will  continue  to 
ferment  even  if  the  media  is  no  longer 
interested. 

Where  is  the  feminist  movement  in 
the  church? 

Gaining  momentum.  We  started 
later  and  still  have  so  far  to  go.  But 
today  in  some  interdenominational 
seminaries,  up  to  30  percent  of  the 
students  are  women.  So  the  next  10  to 
20  years  will  shape  great  changes  in 
ordination,  for  example. 


Why  is  the  church  so  late,  as  it  was 
said  to  be  in  civil  rights  and  now  in  the 
women’s  issue? 

The  church  has  always  had  a 
prophetic  voice  (Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  and  others.)  But  practical  religion 
has  emphasized  comfort,  security. 
The  last  thing  that  people  want  to 
change  is  the  form  of  their  religion. 

Also  the  church  doesn’t  play  a 
central  role  in  society  anymore.  I  call 
it  a  "P.S.  in  God’s  love  affair  with  the 
world.”  The  church  won’t  make  or 
break  the  women’s  movement.  We 
can’t  tell  women  what  to  do. 

However,  Christian  women  have  a 
sustaining  power  that  helps  them  to 
"keep  on  keeping  on.”  They  are 
sustained  by  a  faith  that  liberation  is 
part  of  God’s  purpose.  So  they  can 
hold  on  to  their  deep  conviction  even  if 
it  is  not  a  popular  issue. 

Is  there  danger  that  the  church  will 
get  side-tracked  by  an  issue  like  the 
feminist  movement? 

It’s  dangerous  if  ideology  replaces 
one’s  faith.  Ideologies  are  tools  for 
society  ;  we  must  see  them  clearly  for 
what  they  are.  We  must  not  be 
preoccupied  with  women  or  race  or 
class  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  We 
must  see  our  problems  as  a  whole  as 
the  need  to  humanize  all  people. 

Christian  women,  and  especially 
United  Methodist  women,  are  in  less 


danger,  I  think,  of  not  seeing  the 
problems  "whole.”  United  Methodist 
programs  have  always  tried  to  relate 
women’s  concerns  to  global  needs. 
United  Methodist  pluralism  has 
helped  its  active  women  have  more 
possibilities  for  communication 
across  lines.  This  serves  as  a 
corrective  against  being  selfish. 

What  about  the  accusation  that 
women  are  being  selfish? 

It’s  a  myth.  Women  are  most 
susceptible  to  this  charge  because 
they’ve  been  taught  to  sacrifice 
themselves.  That  kind  of  guilt-trip 
immobilizes  them.  There’s  nothing 
selfish  about  becoming  free  from 
oppression  in  order  to  be  free  for 
service.  Women  need  to  find  ways  to 
use  God’s  gifts  for  human  wholeness. 
One-half  the  world’s  population  is  not 
using  its  gifts  or  drawing  on  its 
resources. 

You  say  in  your  book,  “Don’t  ask, 
‘When  will  liberation  happen,  if  ever?’ 
but  instead  ask,  ‘How  can  we  live  now 
as  if  it  has  already  happened?'  ”  What 
do  you  mean? 

As  Christians  we  claim  a  new  age 
already.  The  future  is  not  yet  fulfilled 
but  we  live  in  its  possibility.  In  our 
present  actions  we  can  have  small  bits 
and  pieces  of  wholeness  now. 

For  instance,  when  we  celebrate 


communion,  we  are  remembering, 
but  we  are  also  bringing  the  future  to 
be  present.  We  remember  and  we  £ 
expect  and  this  changes  us  now. 

What  about  the  role  of  ministry  in  a  * 
church  of  the  future  which  takes 
liberation  theology  seriously? 

Three  things  must  happen:  | 

(1)  Individually  we  should  un-  ••• 
derstand  that  every  Christian  is  called  £ 
to  ministry  and  we  each  ought  to  find  £ 
our  own  forms  of  ministry. 

(2)  We  must  look  at  clerical  or-  £ 

dination  as  it  now  is  and  see  that  it 
prevents  the  kind  of  ministry  I  just  £ 
mentioned.  We  have  a  medieval  form  $ 
in  "ministry  for  life.”  Our  ministers  x 
are  trapped.  After  10  years  a  min-  £ 
ister  may  want  to  change  jobs  :j: 
( forms  of  ministry)  but  is  locked  in  by  £ 
pension,  retirement  benefits  and  all 
the  rest.  We  have  to  look  at  short-term  £ 
ministry,  team  and  partnership 
ministries  and  other  forms.  £ 

(3)  We  must  clarify  the  role  of  the  $ 

whole  people  of  God  and  redefine 
"Christian  community.”  The  local  £ 
church  is  important,  but  it’s  just  one 
form  of  Christian  community  for  £ 
ministry.  The  Christian  community  is  X 
found  where  Christ’s  presence  is  >• 
recognized.  It  has  no  walls  to  separate  $ 
it  from  others,  only  a  center  in  the  £ 
person  of  Christ.  £ 


Child  abuse:  major  American  tragedy 
A  little  girl  stares  out  through  a  pair  of  blackened  eyes  as  she  recovers  In  a 
hospital.  She  was  a  suspected  victim  of  child  abuse,  a  crime  which  is  on  the  increase 
in  many  parts  of  the  country. 

According  to  reliable  estimates,  60,000  American  children  are  reported  each  year 
to  the  authorities  as  requiring  protection  from  parental  beatings,  cruelty,  or  neglect. 
Tragically,  some  700  or  800  of  these  defenseless  children  succumb  to  such  abuse. 
And  experts  agree  that  such  statistics  represent  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg,  chiefly 
because  so  many  cases  of  child  abuse  go  unreported. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Causes  of  child  abuse 
explored  at  U.M.  seminar 


Missouri  United  Methodists  spark  reform 

Child  advocates  fight  on  many  fronts 


HIGH  POINT,  N.C.  (RNS)  —  An  expert 
on  child  abuse  told  a  United  Methodist 
seminar  here  that  it  is  easier  to 
rehabilitate  parents  who  abuse  their 
children  physically  than  parents  who 
subject  their  offspring  to  mental  cruelty. 

Dr.  Martha  Sharpless,  chief  of  the 
Pediatric  Teaching  Service  of  Moses 
Cone  Hospital  in  Greensboro,  explained 
the  differences  in  a  presentation  to  the 
first  of  three  Child  Abuse  Seminars 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  of  the  United  Methodist  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference. 

According  to  Dr.  Sharpless,  emotional 
abuse  includes  neglect  of  a  child's  need 
for  medicine,  food,  shelter  or  super¬ 
vision,  as  well  as  verbal  abuse  which 
may  insult  or  degrade  a  child,  destroy 
self-esteem  or  self-confidence,  or  make  a 
child  feel  unwanted. 

In  contrast,  she  said,  physical  abuse 
includes  sexual  abuse  —  a  greater 
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problem  for  older  children  who  may 
learn  to  flee  to  escape  other  kinds  of 
abuse  such  as  beatings. 

Karen  Pratt,  former  director  of  Child 
Abuse  Prevention  Services  in  Greens¬ 
boro,  told  the  seminar  that  abusive 
parents  have  a  love-hate  relationship 
with  their  children.  She  said  that  such 
things  as  a  bad  day  at  the  office,  the  loss 
of  a  job,  or  an  argument  with  a  spouse 
can  trigger  physical  child  abuse,  but 
added  that  “love  is  also  there  in  moments 
of  real  hate.” 

Seminar  leaders  emphasized  that 
parents  who  physically  abuse  their 
children  are  not  "animals,”  but  people 
who  react  violently  under  stress.  They 
reported  that  most  parents  who  abuse 
their  children  will  cooperate  with  social 
agencies  because  they  want  to  be  helped 

Dr.  Sharpless  stressed  that  it  is  im¬ 
portant  to  report  known  or  suspected 
cases  of  child  abuse  because  statistics 
indicate  that  "after  the  first  attack  the 
child  stands  a  35  per  cent  chance  of  being 
killed  the  next  time  or  of  suffering  per¬ 
manent  brain  damage.” 

Publishing  House 
makes  fiscal  rebound 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  After  suffering 
a  $500,000  deficit  in  fiscal  1974,  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  rebounded 
in  fiscal  1975  to  its  highest  net  income 
since  1969,  the  agency’s  board  of 
managers  was  told  here  October  29. 

John  E.  Procter,  president  and  pub¬ 
lisher,  said  that  the  net  income  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  July  31  was  $1,215,650, 
an  increase  of  $1,742,415  above  the  1974 
deficit  report.  The  last  previous  higher 
net  income  was  $1,566,000  in  1969. 

"The  year  ending  July  31  may  well 
have  been  the  best  in  the  Publishing 
House’s  long  history,”  Dr.  Procter  said, 
noting  that  the  report  was  achieved  in  a 
lime  of  "uncertainty  and  marked  con¬ 
trasts"  when  "all  established  authority  is 
under  pver-increasing  attack.” _ 

"Conference  Time" 

The  Editor's  Easy  Chair 
By  Rev.  A.J.  Weeks.  D.D. 

Does  your  church  library  have  a  copy  of  this 
book  7 

Write  or  phone:  Jack  Weeks.  1717  Tlslnger, 
Dallas.  Texas  75229.  phone  (210  327-9090.  | 


By  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Staff  Writer 

JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  —  It’s  not  just 
an  adult  world.  Children  have  rights,  too, 
and  Missouri  United  Methodist  Women 
are  speaking  out  for  them. 

Since  the  Missouri  UMW  child  ad¬ 
vocacy  project  got  rolling  just  a  little 
over  a  year  ago,  it  has  brought  results. 
Women  have: 

•  conducted  a  workshop  exploring  the 
function  of  child  advocacy 

•  designed  a  model  for  involving 
church  women’s  organizations  with 
community  agencies  in  advocacy 

•  written  a  workbook 

•  helped  reform  Missouri’s  child  abuse 
reporting  law 

•  planned  the  development  of  child 
abuse  centers 

“United  Methodist  Women  certainly 
made  a  difference  here  in  getting 
Missouri’s  child  abuse  reporting  laws 
reformed,”  Marie  Williams  told 
TM/  UMR  recently.  Ms.  Williams  is  the 
executive  secretary  of  the  Governor’s 
Committee  for  Children  and  Youth  which 
drafted  the  reform  legislation. 

"Largely  as  a  result  of  their  grassroots 
lobbying  network,  the  Missouri  legisla¬ 
ture  added  child  neglect,  emotional  and 
sexual  abuse  as  new  categories  in  the 
abuse  reporting  law,”  she  said.  The  law 
mandates  that  certain  officials,  i.e. 
school  administrators,  report  abuse  and 
provides  a  24-hour,  seven  days  a  week 
computerized  hot-line  for  voluntary 
reporting.  In  addition,  the  new  law 
means  that  Missouri  is  one  of  15  states  to 
qualify  for  federal  funds  for  a  special  unit 
on  child  abuse  and  neglect  in  the  state’s 
family  services  department. 

Reported  abuses  increasing 

She  said  there  has  been  a  great  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  abuse  incidents 
reported.  For  example,  in  September 
1975,  768  incidents  were  reported  in 


DALLAS  —  The  Texas  Methodist/ 
United  Methodist  Reporter  (TM/UMR) 
is  now  in  the  printing  business.  The 
six-unit  Cottrell  offset  press  formerly 
owned  by  a  commercial  printer  here, 
Galaxy  Press,  was  purchased  October  20 
following  approval  by  mail  ballot  of 
TM/UMR’s  governing  board,  according 
to  Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

Galaxy  Press  printed  TM/  UMR  for 
six  years  preceding  the  sale,  and 
relocated  its  equipment  in  TM/  UMR’s 
new  building  in  May  of  this  year.  Faced 
with  insurmountable  financial  dif¬ 
ficulties,  Galaxy  sold  its  equipment  to  its 
major  creditor.  Southland  Paper  Mills 
Inc.,  which  in  turn  sold  the  equipment  to 
TM/  UMR.  TM/  UMR  began  doing  its 


DALLAS  —  The  first  Issue  printed  by 
TM/UMR  on  its  newly  purchased  press 
gets  a  thorough  going  over  by  Carl  Jobe, 
printing  plant  manager,  and  Bill  Sybert, 
general  manager  for  TM/UMR  Pro¬ 
ductions. 

(  Poem  of  the  Week  } 

Therapy 
By  M.  B.  McGl’IRE 
Need  to  renew  strength? 

Flowers,  trees  and  sun-blanched  clouds 
Are  God's  own  healing. 


contrast  with  163  in  Sept,  of  1974,  and  the 
majority  were  in  the  new  categories. 

Not  content  with  their  success  in 
getting  reform  legislation,  Ms.  Williams 
said  now  UMW  units  are  continuing  to 
help  in  the  very  important  follow-up 
community  education  effort.  That  means 
getting  speakers  and  making  presen¬ 
tations  to  help  develop  community 
awareness  of  the  problem  and  how  to 
identify  abuse.  “It  also  means  iden¬ 
tifying  the  potential  in  oneself,  and  en¬ 
couraging  self-identification,”  Ms. 
Williams  said. 

The  Missouri  East  Conference  has 
made  extensive  use  of  a  slide  presen¬ 
tation  called  “Unto  the  Least  of  These” 
as  well  as  holding  workshops. 

"There  has  been  a  definite  pick-up  of 
interest  among  young  women  in  this 
project  and  for  good  reason,”  reported 
Mrs.  Pauline  Niles,  immediate  past 
president  of  the  Missouri  West  Con¬ 
ference  UMW. 

Most  cases  among  middle  class 

"It’s  a  startling  fact  that  middle  class 
parents  have  the  worst  record  of  child 
abuse,  although  it  is  not  limited  to  any 
one  economic  group.  Most  parerits  are 
potential  abusers,”  she  said. 

"Legislation  is  important  in  creating  a 
climate  for  things  to  happen  and  it 
provides  opportunities  for  developing 
community  programs.  But  it’s  much 
tougher  to  get  things  done  at  the  local 
level,”  Ms.  Williams  said.  Now  UMW 
units  are  getting  into  specialized  child 
advocacy  projects. 

She  reported  that  Missouri  West 
women  are  focusing  on  juvenile  justice 
programs,  placement  of  children,  in¬ 
creased  youth  services  and  the 
prevention  of  delinquency. 

In  the  Kansas  City  area,  UMW  units 
are  working  in  coalition  with  community 
agencies  to  develop  child  abuse  centers, 
Frances  Dickson,  Raytown,  Mo. 
reported.  She  is  the  president  of  Missouri 


own  printing  October  25. 

The  printing  plant  will  be  operated  as  a 
part  of  TM/  UMR  Productions,  a  fully 
owned  subsidiary  of  TM/  UMR,  which 
was  created  in  1973  to  handle  composition 
of  the  newspaper.  During  1973  and  1974, 
TM/  UMR  Productions  assumed  the 
expanded  role  of  publishing  annual 
conference  journals. 

Mr.  Bill  Sybert,  who  has  served  as 
Composition  Manager  since  1973,  now 
assumes  the  added  responsibility  of 
General  Manager  for  TM/  UMR 
Productions.  His  function  includes 
general  supervision  of  both  the  com¬ 
position  and  printing  operations.  For  the 
immediate  future,  he  will  continue  to 
manage  the  composition  department. 

Mr.  Carl  Jobe,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  with  experience  in  the 
management  of  a  similar  printing 
facility,  has  joined  the  staff  of  TM/  UMR 
Productions  as  printing  plant  manager. 
Mr.  Jobe  has  also  served  as  a  re¬ 
presentative  on  TM/UMR’s  govern¬ 
ing  board  from  the  North  Texas  Con- 
terence  for  the  past  seven  years. 

Thirteen  other  persons  formerly 
employed  by  Galaxy  Press  were  hired  to 
staff  the  new  printing  operation. 

"Since  the  equipment  is  already  in 
place  and  experienced  personnel  will 
operate  it,  we  expect  TM/  UMR  readers 
to  notice  little  difference  in  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  their  papers,”  Mr.  Sybert 
said.  "Now  that  we  control  both  the 
composition  and  printing  facilities,  we 
expect  to  develop  efficiencies  and  levels 
of  quality  control  not  possible 
previously.” 

"Although  we  had  not  planned  on 
entering  the  printing  business  in  this  way 
and  at  this  time,  we  have  looked  forward 
to  owning  our  own  printing  facility  for 
several  years,”  Mr.  Dunnam  added.  "We 
expect  minimal  difficulties  initially,  and 
expect  this  move  will  enable  us  both  to 
stabilize  our  printing  costs  and  to  serve 
our  readers  more  effectively.” 


West  Conference  UMW. 

Child  abuse  centers  are  places  parents 
can  call  for  help.  Also,  they  may  have  a 
crisis  nursery  where  children  can  stay 
when  parents  are  unable  to  cope  and  are 
fearful  of  hurting  their  children.  The 
centers  encourage  development  of 
Parents  Anonymous  (PA),  an  organiza¬ 
tion  similar  to  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 
which  brings  together  self-acknowledged 
abusers  to  share  their  problems. 

History  of  movement 

How  ever  did  Missouri  women  get  into 
the  child  advocacy  emphasis? 

While  women  have  long  been  con¬ 
cerned  for  children,  the  most  compelling 
reason  was  acceptance  of  an  invitation  in 
the  fall  of  1973  from  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  develop  a  test  model  demonstrating 
how  church  women’s  organizations  could 
function  as  advocates  for  children. 

At  a  Sept.  1974  workshop  about  100 
women  explored  the  role  and  function  of 
an  advocate  and  experienced  the  com¬ 
munity  organization  process  as  a  method 
of  implementing  child  advocacy 
programs.  Several  models  were 
developed  for  bringing  about  action  in 


concert  with  other  community  agencies 
in  the  practicum,  Ms.  Dickson  reported. 

"Many  women  felt  we  had  done  what 
we  were  asked  to  do  and  wanted  to  stop 
after  the  workshop,  but  it  seemed  to 
some  of  ils  that  putting  the  plan  into 
action  was  the  next  logical  step,"  said  the 
Rev.  Marie  Hyatt,  Garden  City,  Mo. 

A  follow-up  committee,  with  Ms.  Hyatt 
as  chairperson,  refined  the  models  into 
one  and  put  the  steps  into  a  child  ad¬ 
vocacy  workbook. 

"The  workbook  takes  a  group  of 
women  by  the  hand  and  leads  them 
through  seven  steps  to  organize  for  ac¬ 
tion.  Starting  with  selecting  the  arena,  it 
takes  them  all  the  way  to  getting  into 
action,”  Ms.  Williams  said. 

"It  provides  the  know-how  for  putting 
Christian  convictions  into  action,”  said 
Ms.  Hyatt,  a  local  pastor  for  30  years  as 
well  as  a  mother.  "To  be  an  advocate 
means  to  speak  for  another.” 

Missouri  women  are  proud  of  the 
commendation  they  received  this  fall 
from  the  Women’s  Division  for  their 
pioneer  work  in  the  ways  church  women 
can  become  advocates  for  children.  And 
proud  that  their  workbook  is  now  part  of 
a  new  division  publication  called 
“Speaking  for  Children  ” 


lilliS 


You  hava  read  hit  books;  now  you  may  know  the  man. 

William  Barclay  is  one  of  the  most  widely  read  religious  authors 
of  our  day.  His  Dally  Study  Bible,  which  has  sold  more  than 
3,000,000  copies,  has  made  his  name  familiar  throughout  the 
world.  Many  thousands  more  have  been  Inspired  by  his  sermons 
and  lectures. 

Now,  In  this  warm  and  candid  autobiography  Barclay  reflects  on 
the  people  and  events  that  have  Influenced  him  most,  and 
shares  the  Insights  gained  during  a  lifetime  of  commitment  and 
service. 

Here  Is  Barclay  the  Scottish  preacher,  admitting  that  he  is  terri¬ 
fied  to  ascend  the  pulpit— even  after  45  years;  Barclay  the 
teacher,  modestly  claiming  that  he  does  not  have  a  first-class 
theological  mind  yet  Insightful  enough  to  recognize  his  particular 
talents.  And  above  all,  here  is  Barclay,  the  Christian  human 
being  who  has  devoted  a  lifetime  to  expounding  a  faith  whose 
simplicity  Is  the  simplicity  of  the  New  Testament. 

WILLIAM  BARCLAY:  A  SPIRITUAL  AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

Cloth  $5.95 

At  your  bookstore  or  write 

WM.  B.  EERDMANS  PUBLISHING  CO. 

256  JEFFERSON  AVE  S  E  .  GRAND  RAPIDS.  MICH  49502 
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THE  OPINION  SURVEY 
PARTI 

INFORMATION  ABOUT  YOU  AND  YOUR  CHURCH 
please  circle  correct  response  in  each  category  below. 


Your  District: 

A.  Your  Age  Group: 

20-29 

1 

Alexandria 

1 

30-39 

2 

40-49 

3 

Baton  Rouge 

2 

50-59 

4 

60  and  older 

5 

Hammond 

3 

B.  You  are: 

Lafayette 

4 

Male 

1 

Female 

2 

Lake  Charles 

5 

C.  You  are: 

Monroe 

6 

A  Minister 

1 

A  Lay  Person 

2 

New  Orleans 

7 

D.  Size  of  Your  Church  is : 

Ruston 

8 

Below  100 

1 

100-199 

2 

Shreveport 

9 

200  -  299 

3 

300  -  499 

4 

500  -  999 

5 

Over  1000 

6 

E.  Size  of  Community  Where  Your  Church 

Is  Located: 

Rural  Area 

1 

Town  Below  2,499 

2 

City  2,500  to  9,999 

3 

City  10,000  to  30,000 

4 

City  over  30,000 

5 

PART  2 

YOUR  OPINION  ABOUT  CONFERENCE  PROGRAM  PRIORITIES 

To  express  your  opinion  about  conference  priorities  1977-1978: 

1.  Respond  to  all  seventeen  items. 

2.  Circle  one  number  (only)  on  the  1-10  scale  under  each  item  (a  total  of  17 
circled  numbers).  The  lower  the  number  you  choose,  the  lesser  the  priority  you 
assign  that  item.  The  higher  the  number,  the  higher  the  priority. 

3.  List  additional  ideas  of  your  own  on  the  blank  lines  under  number  18. 

4.  On  the  three  lines  in  Part  3,  list  your  own  “top  three’’  chosen  either  from  the 
printed  list  of  17  items  or  from  your  list  under  number  18. 

REMEMBER:  All  Items  are  important,  but  only  a  few  can  become  Con¬ 
ference  Priorities.  Base  your  choices  on  your  opinion  about  which  items  should 
be  Conference  Priorities  for  1977-1978. 


Very  Not  Somewhat  Somewhat 

Important  Important  Unimportant  Important 


1.  Strategies  for  Reaching 
the  Unchurched 

2.  Understanding  and  Celebrating 
the  Meaning  of  Our  United 
Methodist  Heritage 

3.  Promotion  and  Cultivation  of 
Stewardship 

4.  Renewal  of  the  Church  School 

5.  Enlargement  and  Enrichment 
of  Camping 


4  5 


8  9  10 


1  2  3 


12  3  4 


6  7  8  9  10 


8  9  10 


6.  Emphasis  on  the  Meaning  of 

Personal  Commitment  to  Christ  12345678 


7.  Training  for  Skills  in  Church 
Leadership  and  Management 

8.  Development  of  Ministry  to 
Young  Adults 

9.  Make  Inclusiveness  Become  a 
Reality 

10.  Ways  to  Effect  Christian 
Influence  in  Government 

11.  Recruiting  Ministers  and 
Full-Time  Church  Workers 

12.  Developing  Supportive 
Fellowship  of  Love  and 
Concern  Within  the 
Local  Church 

13.  Enrichment  of  Christian 
Marriage  and  Family 

14.  Role  of  Church  in  Inter¬ 
national  Conflict, 

Justice,  and  Peace 

15.  Motivating  Support  for  the 
World  Missions  of  Church 

16.  Comprehending  Theological 
Roots  in  Changing  Times 

17.  Creating  Ways  for  the  Local 
Church  to  be  Involved  in  Needs 
of  its  Local  Community 


123456789  10 

123456789  10 

123456789  10 

123456789  10 

123456789  10 


1  2  3  4  5 

1  2  3  4  5 

1  2  3  4  5 

1  2  3  4  5 


7  8 

7  8 

7  8 


1  2  3  4  5  6  7 


10 

10 


10 

10 


1  2 


7  8 


18.  Other  (Here  add  any  other  ideas  you  may  have  for 
program  priorities.)  _ _ 


PARTS 

From  the  seventeen  items  above  or  eighteen  if  you  nave  added  another  one  of 
your  own,  please  list  below  the  three  that  you  would  pick  as  Conference 
priorities  for  the  future,  in  the  order  of  your  preference: 


RETURN  BEFORE  NOVEMBER  24,  1975  to: 

Council  on  Ministries 
P.  O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  LA  71104 

L - - - 


Help  your  conference 
choose  priorities  for 
1977  and  1978 


Be  heard.  Express  your  opinion  about 
what  your  conference  should  choose  for 
priority  emphasis  in  1977  and  1978. 
Follow  the  directions  left,  fill  out  the 
form  and  mail  it  to:  Council  on 
Ministries,  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104.  All  mail  must  be  received  on  or 
before  November  24,  1975. 

A  Word  About 
Conference  Priorities 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
through  its  Council  on  Ministries,  seeks 
to  include  as  many  persons  as  possible 
when  it  makes  decisions  about  program 
priorities.  Priorities  will  always  be 
chosen.  They  will  either  be  chosen  by  a 
few  or  by  the  many,  by  deliberate 
decision  or  by  default.  Our  planning 
process  seeks  to  make  our  choices  as 
deliberate  as  possible,  and  to  include  as 
many  persons  as  possible. 

The  results  of  this  survey  will  be 
analyzed  by  computer,  and  reported  to 


the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  at 
its  December  meeting.  The  Council  will 
select  priorities  to  recommend  to  the 
annual  conference,  and  will  develop 
some  plans  to  propose  for  implementa¬ 
tion  of  them.  The  Annual  Conference  of 
1976  will  act  upon  the  report  of  the 
Council,  and  the  Conference  will  begin 
implementation  in  January  of  1977.  A 
similar  survey  will  be  conducted  every 
other  year,  for  selecting  priorities  for  the 
forthcoming  two  years. 

The  survey  is  being  conducted  by  the 
Research  and  Planning  Committee  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
Members  of  the  committee  include:  Dr. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Chairman;  The  Rev. 
Byrl  Moreland,  Dr.  John  Bayliss,  Dr. 
William  Patrick,  Mrs.  Robert  Compton, 
the  Rev.  Ed  Thomas,  Mr.  Tom  Matheny, 
Dr.  Robert  Harrington,  Ms.  Shirley 
Railing,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke;  the  Rev.  L.  Ray 
Branton,  Council  Director;  and  Mrs.  Inez 
W.  Chrisentery,  Associate  Director. 


Morgan  Gty  churches  sponsor 
record  number  of  Viet  refugees 


Bishop’s  Message 

Fellow  preachers:  If  you  want  some  excellent  reading,  purchase  a  copy  of 
Jacques  Ellul’s  recent  book  “The  New  Demons”  (Seabury  Press).  While  one 
cannot  endorse  everything  Ellul  says,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  he  has  raised 
the  right  issues,  made  a  proper  emphasis,  and  has  called  our  attention  to 
something  deep  and  abiding.  “The  New  Demons”  insists  that  Christians  cannot 
do  business  with  all  the  cultural  and  social  philosophies  of  the  time.  Why? 
Because  they  are  secular?  No.  Because  they  are  not  secular  —  because  they  are 
latter  day  forms  of  religion.  Dr.  Ellul  takes  the  position  that  as  this  so-called 
post-Christian  world  has  supposedly  emancipated  itself  into  humanism,  it  has 
in  fact  conceived  a  whole  new  set  of  sacred  myths:  money;  science  and 
technology;  the  nation-state;  sex;  etc.  The  dogmas  that  accompany  these 
myths  make  Christian  dogma  seem  positively  lenient,  and  the  expectations! ! ! 
Believers  are  promised  nothing  less  than  salvation. 

I  enjoyed  reading  Melvin  Maddocks’  little  dissertation  on  this  subject, 
wherein  he  points  out  that  to  many  today  theology  has  become  an  em¬ 
barrassment  and  has  tended  to  pair  itself  with  a  fashionable  adjective  to 
compensate  hastily  for  its  own  unfashionableness.  Thus  we  have  “liberation 
theology”  or  “feminist  theology”  (as  Clare  Booth  Luce  has  recently  done,  in¬ 
terpret  the  entire  New  Testament  as  a  manifesto  of  the  women’s  lib 
movement! )  The  modern  tendency  seems  to  value  theology  only  as  a  partner  — 
and  a  junior  partner  at  that  —  to  some  ideology  or  passing  fad;  and  all  some 
people  are  trying  to  do  is  to  hook  a  religious  dimension  in  the  name  of  theology 
onto  certain  questionable  things  that  imprecise  studies  (some  forms  of 
psychology  and  sociology)  are  advocating.  Undeniably,  there  are  values  in  both 
psychology  and  sociology,  but  none  of  these  values  substitutes  for  the  value 
derived  from  religious  faith.  Many  today  are  trying  to  advocate  seemingly  that 
the  first  duty  of  Christian  theology  is  to  prove  its  “relevance”  —  whatever  that 
means.  And  yet,  as  Melvin  Maddocks  says,  “the  old  hungers  won’t  go  away,” 
and  there  is  more  religion  now  than  there  has  ever  been,  but  it’s  poor,  sorry  and 
shoddy  religion,  and  it’s  a  substitute  for  the  real  thing.  What  is  the  way  out  of 
this?  Do  the  people  of  God  have  no  choice  except  either  to  fade  into  ob¬ 
solescence  or  to  become  a  “me-too”  tagalong  of  all  the  new  paganisms?  As  he 
pointed  out,  the  answer  seems  to  depend  upon  whether  modernists,  whatever 
they  are,  are  right  in  their  assumption  that  20th  century  knowledge  has  made 
all  religion  and  everything  else  in  the  past  inapplicable  and  obsolete.  If  this  is 
true,  why  do  the  old  hungers  keep  persisting?  And  for  all  the  old  rituals  that 
have  been  so  efficiently  destroyed,  why  does  the  new  modern  man  —  pardon  — 
person  —  huddle  in  tribelike  communes  improvising  new  rituals  to  replace  the 
old  rituals?  If  we  have  transcended  all  the  old  superstitions,  why  does  modern 
man  now  steep  himself  in  mysticism  from  Zen  to  astrology,  from  I-Ching  to 
tarot  cards,  from  nauseating  obsessions  with  sex  to  status  symbols,  which  have 
become  great  religious  faiths  for  many?  I  like  the  question  that  has  been  posed, 
“Could  it  be  that  not  religious  relevance,  but  religion  itself  is  what  people 
profoundly  crave,  even  now  in  1975?”  —  and  it’s  just  possible  that  Christian 
spokespersons,  in  their  anxiety  to  “be  with  it,”  are  withholding  the  one  gift  that 
really  religion  could  give.  Read  “The  New  Demons”  by  Jacques  Ellul.  You 
won’t  agree  with  all  of  it,  and  some  of  it  you  may  not  understand,  but  I  think  it’s 
a  great  book. 


Faithfully. 

k 
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Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Spanish-Black  American  Relationships 

Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge  will 
observe  109th  Founders  Day 


Able  bodies,  salable  skills,  and 
knowledge  of  the  economic  community 
combined  to  make  a  dramatic  impact  in 
the  Morgan  City  area.  Four  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  area  joined 
forces  in  sponsoring  22  (that’s  right, 
twenty-two)  Vietnamese  refugees. 

Knowledge  of  the  economics  of  the 
community  led  the  ministers  of  the 
churches  to  conclude  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  find  housing  and  em¬ 
ployment  for  the  bread  winners  of  any 
family  unit  they  might  sponsor. 

This  area,  so  affected  by  the  oil  in¬ 
dustry,  has  a  critical  housing  shortage, 
therefore  that  hurdle  would  need  to  be 
cleared  first.  The  Salvation  Army  was  in 
the  process  of  opening  a  hostel. 

Interestingly  enough.  The  Rev.  George 
Sherman,  Methodist  pastor,  was 
president  of  the  East  St.  Mary  Parish 
Ministerial  Alliance  and  thereby 
chairman  of  the  Salvation  Army  Com¬ 
mittee  overseeing  the  hostel.  This  facility 
can  sleep  34  persons  with  bath  and  kit¬ 
chen  facilities.  Mr.  Sherman  was  able  to 
obligate  this  facility  for  housing  until  the 
refugees  could  receive  their  first  pay 
checks  and  find  permanent  housing. 

The  churches  of  the  area  contributed 
food  to  sustain  the  refugees  for  two  weeks 
and  provided  them  with  work  clothes. 
The  Berwick  UM  Church,  the  Rev.  Bob 
Horne,  Pastor,  contributed  substantially 
in  this  phase  of  the  project.  The  Pharr 
Chapel  Memorial  Church  in  Morgan  City, 
the  Rev.  DeWitt  Ginn,  Pastor,  assisted  in 
the  same  manner,  in  addition  to  giving 
furniture,  a  washer  and  dryer  for  the 
Salvation  Army  building,  and  en¬ 
couraging  its  members  to  donate 
household  effects  for  the  refugees  where 
they  found  permanent  housing. 

Since  the  hostel  is  in  the  Patterson 
area,  the  churches  of  Patterson  and 
Bayou  Vista,  the  Rev.  George  Sherman, 
Pastor,  were  more  directly  involved  in 
the  lives  of  the  refugees  and  their  ad¬ 
justments. 

Rides  to  and  from  work,  clothing, 
bedding,  cooking  utensils,  orientation, 
tape  recorders  for  learning  English, 
radios,  all  helped  to  get  them  started. 
Later,  as  housing  was  found  other  ar¬ 
ticles  such  as  refrigerators,  stoves, 
washing  machines,  all  items  of  household 
furnishings,  even  automobiles  were 
donated  or  sold  at  a  nominal  cost  to  help 
them  get  a  start. 

The  housing  rule  at  the  Salvation  Army 
hostel  was  stretched  a  bit,  because  some 
companies  defer  pay  checks  for  a  week, 
and  some  of  the  refugees  were  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  hostel  for  a  month. 
However,  only  three  remained  that  long. 


At  the  present  time  all  of  the  refugees  are 
in  permanent  housing,  with  permanent 
employment. 

In  the  beginning,  as  contacts  were 
made  with  Church  World  Service  through 
Dr.  James  Thomas  (475  Riverside  Drive, 
N.Y.,  N.Y.)  the  insistence  was  that  per¬ 
sons  with  skills  in  metal  working  were 
needed  as  well  as  a  workable  use  of 
English.  If  families  had  at  least  one 
person  who  fit  these  criteria  the  whole 
family  was  accepted.  Consequently, 
there  are  a  male  nurse,  a  baker,  two 
carpenters,  a  plumber,  as  well  as  several 
welders  in  the  group.  “Salable  skills” 
includes  anyone  willing  to  work  with 
“know  how.”  Only  four  of  the  22  spon¬ 
sored  by  these  churches  are  not  gainfully 
employed.  Two  of  these  are  children,  one 
is  a  grandmother,  and  the  other  person 
was  ill.  (This  person  recently  died  from 
congenital  heart  failure.) 

At  first  the  area  churches  agreed  to 
sponsor  six  refugees.  In  conversation 
with  personnel  of  Church  World  Service 
at  Indiantown  Gap,  Penn,  and  Ft. 
Chaffee,  Ark.  the  criteria  were  outlined 
and  10  persons,  all  single  males,  were 
found.  After  a  hurried  caucus  by  phone  it 
was  agreed  to  extend  the  effort  to  include 
the  extra  four.  Later  the  two  camps 
continued  to  call  with  additional  persons 
having  the  skills  required.  As  the 
refugees  moved  into  permanent  positions 
and  room  was  available  permission  was 
granted  to  send  others.  At  this  point  the 
local  contact  had  been  established  with 
Patterson,  Bayou  Vista  Charge,  so  the 
last  12  were  sponsored  by  these  two 
churches. 

Experience  with  the  local  employers 
was  such,  that  by  the  end  of  the  first 
month,  they  were  calling  and  asking  for 
refugees.  It  was  then  a  seller’s  market, 
so  to  speak.  The  churches  then  required 
that  the  employers  furnish  housing  and 
food  until  the  first  pay  check  was  earned, 
and  not  one  employer  refused  to 
cooperate. 

In  the  time  of  high  unemployment,  it 
seems  strange  that  so  many  jobs  were  so 
readily  available;  but  that  is  a  part  of  the 
unique  economic  situation  in  Morgan 
City.  Not  one  refugee  took  a  single  job 
away  from  an  American.  The  jobs  were 
there  -  unfilled. 

The  refugees  have  filled  a  void  in  the 
economic  structure  of  this  area.  They 
have  filled  a  void  in  the  hearts  of  a  people 
willing  to  help  others.  They  have  made 
missionaries  of  persons  at  first  hand. 

Most  are  Buddhist  and  Catholic. 
Buddhists  attend  United  Methodist 
churches  for  the  most  part.  Catholics  are 
faithful  in  their  church. 


Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is  ob¬ 
serving  its  109th  Founders’  Day  on 
November  16,  and  the  emphasis  will 
center  on  the  Black  and  Spanish 
American  relationships  in  the  life  of  the 
church  and  the  American  experience. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  pastor,  has 
announced  that  the  speaker  for  this 
important  occasion  will  be  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Roberto  Escamilla,  Assistant  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  The  program  will  be 
held  at  6:30  P.M.  and  the  public  is  in¬ 
vited. 

Assisting  Doctor  Haynes  in  planning 
this  special  event  are  Mr.  R.  J.  Courtney 
and  Mrs.  Bertha  Maine  Morgan.  A 
reception  carrying  out  the  Spanish 
American  theme  will  be  held  after  the 
services. 


Dr.  Roberto  Escamilla,  guest  speaker  for 
Wesley  Church’s  109th  Founders’  Day. 


Coming  events  in  the  conference 


In  a  Conference  where  the  emphasis  is 
always  on  “doing,”  many  events  of  in¬ 
terest  are  scheduled  for  the  coming 
months.  Some  of  the  activities  on 
December’s  calendar  are:  Council  on 
Ministries;  Finance  Workshop,  UMW; 
Board  of  Laity;  Home  Hospital  Sunday. 
January  will  offer  H.L.  Daughenbaugh 
Scholarship  Day;  Convocation  of 
Boards;  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian 
Unity;  and  Human  Relations  Day. 
During  February  the  Conference  Youth 
Winter  Retreat  will  be  held,  as  will  a 
Conference  on  Caring;  also,  the  mid-year 
Executive  Committee,  UMW  will  meet; 
and  the  Council  on  Ministries. 

Rev.  Tom  Wallace  dies 

The  Rev.  Thomas  R.  (Tom)  Wallace, 
Jr.,  of  Leesville,  died  in  a  New  Orleans 
hospital  on  November  3. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  L.  Norris  on  November  7, 
from  Trinity  UM  Church  in  New  Orleans. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Wallace,  who  had 
been  ill  for  some  time,  had  served  the 
Conference  faithfully  and  well,  but  had 
been  on  disability  leave  in  recent  months. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  and  the 
following  daughters:  Misses  Ruby 
Marie,  Raymonda  Louise,  Barbara  Ann, 
Betty  Jean  and  Juanita  Annette  Wallace, 
of  Leesville.  His  mother,  Mrs.  E.  D. 
Wallace,  New  Orleans,  and  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Martha  Cador,  also  of  New  Orleans, 
survive. 

This  newspaper  joins  the  many  friends 
of  the  Reverend  Wallace  in  expressing 
sympathy  to  his  family. 


All  of  the  religious  observances  will  go 
on  with  enthusiasm  during  these  im¬ 
portant  days.  March  will  see,  also,  the 
World  Day  of  Prayer,  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,  and  Convocation  on  Public 
Education.  Highlight  of  April  will  be  the 
Bicentennial  Lectures  at  Rayne 
Memorial,  N.  O.,  in  which  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  will  be  the  lecturer.  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  Sunday  and  training  for 
District  Directors  of  Church  and  Society 
will  be  held.  May  features  National 
Family  Week,  Festival  of  the  Christian 
Home,  Methodist  Hospital  Sunday,  and 
Aldersgate  Day  -  Bicentennial  Sunday. 

The  1976  Annual  Conference  is 
scheduled  for  June  1-4  at  Centenary 
College.  The  Bicentennial  Year  plans 
significant  observances  throughout,  and 
many  spectacular  events  are  in  the 
making. 


Mother  of 

Mrs.  Ray  Branton  dies 

Mrs.  Amanda  Meier,  of 
Jamestown,  N.  D.,  mother  of  Mrs. 
Ray  (Gwen)  Branton  of 
Shreveport,  died  in  Jamestown  on 
November  3  after  a  lengthy  illness. 
Funeral  services  were  held  on 
November  5  in  Jamestown. 

Mrs.  Meier  was  the  widow  of  a 
Methodist  minister.  In  addition  to 
Mrs.  Gwen  Branton,  a  son,  living  in 
North  Dakota,  also  survives. 

The  Conference,  through  this 
newspaper,  extends  its  loving 
sympathy  to  the  Branton  family. 
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Pre-General  Conference  briefing:  A  positive  step  jye  nee<{  challenges  from  pulpit 

The  UMC’s  Joint  Committee  on  Com-  Tracey  Jones  of  the  Board  of  Global  tatives.  and  the  delegates  each  had  **  -*--*• 


The  UMC’s  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munications  and  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators  are  to  be 
commended  for  jointly  sponsoring  a  ‘pre- 
General  Conference  briefing’  in  Indiana¬ 
polis  recently  for  the  church  press  and 
heads  of  General  Conference  delegations 
(seeTM/UMR.  Nov.  7). 

The  briefing  brought  together  an 
unusual  mixture  of  perspectives  in  a 
single  forum:  church  communicators, 
with  the  interest  of  informing  their 
various  constituencies;  church  agency 
‘.representatives,  with  the  interest  of 
!  promoting  their  various  programs  and 
proposals;  and  annual  conference  dele¬ 
gation  heads,  with  the  interest  of  repre¬ 
senting  their  conference  memberships  at 
the  upcoming  General  Conference. 

Most  of  the  interaction  was  positive  — 
giving  the  impression  that  the  three 
groups  are  part  of  the  same  church 
working  in  diverse  ways  toward  common 
goals. 

Differences  in  understanding  arose  at 
several  points,  however.  For  example, 
during  a  discussion  of  the  UMC’s  decline 
in  membership,  General  Secretary 


Tracey  Jones  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  repeatedly  stated  that  his 
primary  concern  was  for  the  health  and 
faithfulness  of  the  church  “on  a  global 
scale.’’  Efforts  by  questioners  to  point  his 
concern  to  the  concrete  impact  of  our 
church’s  decline  in  membership 
domestically  brought  scant  results. 
Finally,  in  frustration,  one  delegate  told 
Dr.  Jones:  “As  I  hear  all  you’ve  said,  you 
are  shying  away  from  dealing  with  in¬ 
dividual  persons.  If  “Good  News”  and 
the  Evangelical  Missions  Council  are 
avoiding  social  issues,  then  I  think  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  ignoring 
persons.  Someway  we  must  keep  our 
focus  on  people.  I  don’t  hear  you  doing 
that.”  Dr.  Jones  indicated  that  was  not 
his  intention.  This  exchange,  and  others 
like  it,  served  to  emphasize  the  need  for 
better  communication,  heightened 
sensitivity,  and  greater  rapport  between 
persons  at  the  church’s  national  level  and 
persons  at  the  annual  conference  and 
local  church  levels. 

The  immediate  beneficiaries  of  the 
briefing  were  the  participants.  The 
communicators,  the  agency  represen- 


Guidelines  for  dealing  with  issues 


tatives,  and  the  delegates  each  had 
something  to  offer  and  something  to  gain 
from  one  another. 

Indirectly,  however,  the  church’s 
entire  membership  should  benefit. 
Through  the  church  press,  com¬ 
municators  who  were  involved  should 
provide  their  readers  with  a  summary  of 
“likely  issues"  coming  before  the 
General  Conference,  and  give  their 
readers  an  opportunity  to  feed  back  their 
views.  The  delegation  heads  who  were  in 
attendance  should  likewise  be  able  to 
communicate  first-hand  perceptions  of 
the  issues  to  other  members  of  their 
annual  conference  delegations.  And  the 
agency  representatives  should  take  into 
account  what  they  heard  as  they  carry 
out  their  responsibilities  in  the  months 
ahead. 

If  our  church  is  to  move  forward,  it  is 
essential  that  all  elements  therein 
communicate  more  adequately  with  one 
another,  and  relate  more  closely  as 
persons  engaged  in  the  common  task  of 
being  faithful  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
the  world  today.  Meetings  like  the 
Indianapolis  briefing  represent  one  step 
in  that  direction. 


The  most  stimulating  part  of  the  ‘pre- 
General  Conference  briefing’  (see  editor¬ 
ial  above)  was  Bishop  James  Arm¬ 
strong’s  address  on  ‘How  the  UMC  deals 
with  issues’  (seeTM/UMR.  Nov.  7). 

Bishop  Armstrong,  who  serves  in  the 
UMC’s  Dakotas  Area  and  as  president  of 
our  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  said  that  United  Methodists  tend 
to  deal  with  issues  “with  a  broom  in  one 
hand  and  a  shotgun  in  the  other."  The 
broom  is  used  by  those  who  would  sweep 
all  issues  under  the  rug,  and  the  shotgun 
by  those  who  would  directly  involve  the 
church  in  every  conceivable  issue. 

Responsible  churchmanship  lies 
"somewhere  between  the  broom  and  the 
shotgun"  approach  according  to  the 
bishop.  And  he  suggested  several 
guidelines  for  responsible  churchmen  to 
follow  in  dealing  with  issues: 

(1)  As  Christians,  we  have  no  choice 
but  to  deal  with  issues.  As  we  look  at 
history,  people  of  faith  such  as  Moses, 
Isaiah,  Paul  and  John  Wesley  have 
always  dealt  with  the  issues  of  their  days. 
Jesus  was  constantly  involved  with  the 
issues  of  his  day.  As  Christians,  we  are  in 
the  world;  the  world  is  our  parish.  If  we 
are  to  be  faithful  to  the  gospel,  we  must 
also  deal  with  current  issues. 

(2)  In  dealing  with  issues  as 
Christians,  however,  “we  must  not  forget 
whose  name  we  name.  Our  Lord  provides 
the  rationale  for  our  involvement.”  Our 
involvement  with  issues,  and  our 


positions  on  issues,  should  be  consistent 
with  our  theological  norms:  Scripture, 
tradition,  reason  and  experience. 

(3)  “Sober  prioritizing  and  thoughtful 
selectivity"  should  characterize  our  ap¬ 
proach  to  issues.  It  is  better  to  deal  with  a 
few  issues  thoroughly  and  effectively 
than  to  pass  a  wide-ranging  stack  of  reso¬ 
lutions  which,  individually  and  collec¬ 
tively,  will  have  minimal  impact. 

(4)  Pluralism  is  a  fact  of  life  in  the 
UMC.  But  it  should  be  possible  for  all 
United  Methodists  “to  acknowledge  and 
define  our  differences  in  an  atmosphere 
of  Christian  love,  mutual  respect,  intel¬ 
lectual  honesty,  and  genuine  humility." 
There  is  no  valid  reason  for  fellow 
Christians  either  to  look  down  on  one 
another,  or  to  shout  at  one  another,  or  to 
ignore  one  another. 

(5)  Issues  are  important  because  they 
involve  people.  If  an  issue  becomes 
“more  important  to  us  than  the  persons 
who  are  at  the  living  center  of  the  issue, 
then  we  have  forsaken  the  Christ  who 
gives  us  our  peculiar  identity." 

If  United  Methodists  at  all  levels  would 
agree  to  follow  these  guidelines  for 
dealing  with  issues,  much  of  the  present 
backbiting,  infighting,  bitterness  and 
disillusionment  would  disappear  from 
our  church.  We  would  be  approaching 
issues  in  the  right  way,  and  for  the  right 
reasons.  And,  we  would  present  both  a 
more  united  and  a  more  effective  witness 
to  the  Gospel  in  our  world. 


Sexuality  stand:  No  change  needed 


The 'most  disappointing  part  of  the 
“pre-General  Conference  briefing"  (see 
editorials  above)  was  the  section  on 
human  sexuality  —  particularly  in 
relation  to  recent  proposals  of  our 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
the  1976  General  Conference,  as 
presented  by  Allan  Brockway,  editor  of 
“engage-social  action.” 

In  1972,  the  General  Conference 
adopted  a  substantive  position  on  the 
issue  of  homosexuality  which  (1)  affirms 
the  worth  of  homosexual  persons,  and  the 
church’s  concern  for  their  welfare;  and 
(2)  states  that  the  church  considers  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  to  be  “in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

By  a  vote  of  39  to  28,  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  is  recommending 
that  this  statement  be  replaced  by  this 
essentially  neutral  statement  regarding 
homosexuality:  “We  welcome  all  per¬ 
sons  regardless  of  sexual  orientation  into 
the  fellowship  and  membership  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church ;  and  we  insist 
that  all  persons  are  entitled  to  have  their 
human  and  civil  rights  ensured.” 

The  Board  also  proposed  that  a  study 
commission  on  human  sexuality  be 
established  by  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference,  and  that  it  bring  its  findings 
and  recommendations  to  the  1980 
General  Conference.  A  major  point  of 
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By  T.  F.  KING 

An  outstanding  editorial  entitled 
“Member  loss:  problem  or  symptom?” 
appeared  in  TM/  UMR  earlier  this  year. 
The  editor  pointed  to  the  tragic  losses  in 
the  British  Methodist  Church,  and  also  to 
losses  here  in  the  U.S.,  and  then  sought  to 
find  an  answer  for  these  losses.  The 
editorial  deeply  im-  V 
pressed  me.  I  found 
myself  asking  two 
questions.  First, 
why  do  people  ig¬ 
nore  the  church, 
and  second,  what 
can  be  done  about 
it?  Personally,  I 
believe  the  time  has 
come  for  those  of  us 
who  love  the  church  to  do  some  real  heart 
searching  and  be  willing— honestly  and 
sincerely— to  face  the  question,  what  has 
gone  wrong? 

One  thing  was  stated  plainly  in  the 
editorial  I  have  referred  to.  We  are  not 
making  a  strong  enough  case  for  the 
Christian  faith.  The  editorial  said:  “Al¬ 
though  redemption  supposedly  remains  a 
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central  tenet  of  the  Christian  faith,  how 
long  has  it  been  since  you  have  heard  a 
sermon  about  it  from  a  United  Methodist 
pulpit?"  Then  the  author  continued, 
“The  ...  gospel  as  Wesley  ...  preached  it, 
has  been  replaced  by  a  gospel  of  peri¬ 
pheral  importance  ...  a  gospel  not  worth 
being 'committed  to.  The  demand  that 
persons  commit  the  whole  of  their  lives  to 
Christ  ...is  practically  unheard  of  today.  ” 

These  are  strong  words,  and  un- 
fortunatly  some  of  us  know  how  true  they 
are.  Now  the  person  in  the  pew  is  not 
dumb.  He  may  not  be  a  theologian,  but  he 
does  possess  insight.  If,  for  example, 
Sunday  after  Sunday  he  hears  a  call  to 
commit  himself  to  the  church,  and  never 
hears  a  call  to  commit  himself  to  Jesus 
Christ  as  Saviour  and  Lord,  then  even¬ 
tually  he  begins  to  feel  that  the  call  he 
hears  is  not  big  enough.  Consequently,  he 
feels  dissatisfied  without  exactly 
knowing  why.  So  inevitably  he  asks  the 
question:  Why  should  I  go  to  church?  and 
then  answers  his  own  question  by  staying 
away.  Somehow  he  felt  the  challenge 
wasn’t  big  enough. 

What  then  can  we  do  about  this 
situation?  I  would  like  to  make  some 
practical  suggestions: 

(1)  By  all  means  back  up  your  pastor, 
but  back  him  up  in  the  right  way.  When 
he  does  proclaim  the  Word  of  God  and 
when  he  dares  to  affirm  “Thus  saith  the 
Lord,”  we  ought  to  tell  him  that  is  what 
we  need  —  even  if  he  has  stepped  on  our 
toes.  If  the  preacher  is  proclaiming  the 
Word  in  love,  then  as  far  as  I  can  see  the 
person  in  the  pew  should  be  thankful  and 
grateful  for  the  message,  and  should  tell 
the  pastor  so.  When  the  pulpit  loses 
power  to  disturb  us,  then  it  is  not  func¬ 
tioning  as  it  should.  A  challenge  is  not 
comforting,  and  in  these  days,  we  need  to 
be  profoundly  moved  more  than  we  need 
to  be  comforted.  Let’s  be  willing  to  be 
disturbed,  and  when  it  happens,  back  up 
the  preacher. 


(2)  Don’t  leave  the  church.  We  can  all 
do  much  more  by  working  on  the  inside 
than  by  quitting.  Instead  of  leaving,  talk 
to  your  pastor.  He  may  not  know  what 
your  needs  and  desires  are,  and  the 
chances  are  that  he  would  welcome  the 
opportunity  to  find  out.  So  talk  to  him. 
Furthermore,  let’s  be  realistic.  There  is 
no  such  thing  as  a  perfect  church.  The 
present  writer  is  a  retired  preacher,  77 
years  old,  and  I  think  if  I  were  ever  asked 
to  serve  a  perfect  church,  I  would 
definitely  refuse.  My  own  imperfections 
would  speak  too  loudly.  But  if  we  im¬ 
perfect  creatures  could  only  work 
together  in  love  that  God  supplies,  I 
believe  we  could  see  renewal  in  the 
church,  and  see  needy  souls  finding  the 
Lord. 

(3)  Prayer  is  a  must.  We  need  to  pray 
for  the  pastor,  but  we  also  need  to  pray 
that  we  ourselves  may  live  closer  to  the 
Lord.  If  we  really  lived  in  fellowship  with 
Jesus  Christ,  we  might  be  surprised  by 
the  spiritual  warmth  we  found  in  the 
church.  There  are  worlds  of  people  who 
say  the  church  feels  spiritually  cold,  but 
who  have  never  said  a  prayer  all  week. 
So  by  all  means  pray  for  your  pastor,  but 
pray  that  you  yourself  might  draw  closer 
to  the  Fire  and  carry  some  of  the  warmth 
with  you  on  Sunday  morning. 

(4)  We  must  believe  in  the  super¬ 
natural  power  of  the  Christian  faith.  God 
is  still  at  work.  There  is  a  movement  for 
renewal.  We  seem  to  be  on  the  edge  of  a 
great  grass  roots  movement.  People  are 
becoming  spiritually  hungry.  Let’s  pray 
for  a  great  spiritual  awakening,  and 
when  it  comes,  may  you  and  I  be  ready. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  T.  F. 
King,  is  a  retired  minister  who  resides  in 
Morgan  City,  Louisiana. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


A  way  to  increase  gifts  to  church  schools 


focus  in  the  proposed  study  would  be 
homosexuality.  Three  of  seven  “con¬ 
sultants"  to  the  proposed  commission 
would  be  “persons  of  homosexual 
orientation."  A  total  of  $320,000  is  being 
requested  to  fund  the  study  commission. 

The  issue  of  homosexuality  was  studied 
extensively  by  the  Social  Principles 
study  commission  between  1968  and  1972. 
After  considering  its  report,  the  General 
Conference  adopted  the  aforementioned 
substantive  position  in  1972  —  a  position 
which  sought  to  combine  compassion  for 
persons  with  faithfulness  to  the  gospel. 

This  issue  has  been  discussed  on  an 
extensive  basis  in  the  pages  of  this  paper 
and  in  other  church  periodicals.  In  each 
case,  reader  opinion  has  overwhelmingly 
reaffirmed  the  present  Social  Principles 
statement. 

During  March  of  1975,  the  executive 
committee  of  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministries  issued  a 
statement  which  stated  that  self- 
proclaimed  homosexuals  are  precluded 
from  ordination  into  our  church’s 
ministry.  It  cited  the  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching"  statement  in  our 
Social  Principles  as  the  basis  for  its 
position. 

During  May  and  June  of  1975,  more 
than  half  of  the  UMC’s  annual  con¬ 
ferences  adopted  positions  which  either 
affirmed  the  present  Social  Principles 
statement  or  requested  that  a  statement 
more  strongly  opposed  to  homosexual 
behavior  be  adopted. 

Without  reopening  the  theological  and 
ethical  debate,  and  considering  only  the 
backdrop  of  opinion  expressed  by  these 
various  bodies  within  the  church,  it 
should  be  obvious  to  the  most  naive  ob¬ 
server  that  the  1976  General  Conference 
will  not  approve  changes  in  our  church’s 
position  on  homosexuality  as  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

The  plain  fact  is  that  most  United 
Methodists  are  fed  up  with  this  issue. 
Most  are  weary  of  seeing  it  constantly 
presented  as  a  high  priority  on  the 
church's  agenda.  Given  what  is  presently 
known  about  homosexuality,  most  feel 
the  issue  has  been  studied  sufficiently  for 
the  church  to  know  what  its  position  is. 
Unless  and  until  persuasive  new  evi¬ 
dence  is  available,  most  feel  the  issue  is 
settled— both  by  the  witness  of  Scripture 
and  tradition,  and  by  the  position  our  1972 
General  Conference  adopted. 

We  consider  it  unfortunate  that  persons 
favoring  a  neutral  or  favorable  stance 
toward  homosexuality  continue  relent¬ 
lessly  to  press  their  case,  seemingly 
without  regard  for  the  mind  of  the 
church.  At  best,  pursuing  the  issue  at  this 
point  will  result  in  continued,  un¬ 
necessary  divisions  among  the  church’s 
membership.  At  worst,  continued 
pressure  could  easily  result  in  a  more 
stringent,  less  compassionate  revision  in 
the  Social  Principles  in  1976. 

For  the  good  of  the  church,  we  believe 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  should 
reconsider  its  call  for  changes  in  the 
Social  Principles  statement  on  this  issue 
in  1976. 


To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  “Black  colleges 
claimed  necessary"  by  Barbara  Berg  in 
your  October  10  issue  and  other  articles 
in  the  special  Benevolence  Reporter 
insert:  there  are  some  improvements 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  could 
make  in  administering  educational 
funding  campaigns  that  could  result  in 
substantial  increases  in  contributions. 

Specifically,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  develop  procedures 
whereby  an  individual’s  contribution  to  a 
school  may  be  credited  against  his 
church’s  apportionments.  The  primary 
advantage  of  this  would  be  where  the 
individual  works  for  a  company  that 
matches  employee  contributions  to 
educational  institutions.  This  enables  the 
school  to  double  the  gift  and  provides  the 
employee  with  the  “added  bonus”  of 
assisting  his  church  to  reach  its  ap¬ 
portioned  goal.  In  addition,  the  individual 
obtains  the  satisfaction  of  personal  in¬ 
volvement  in  a  gift  to  the  final  recipient, 
rather  than  the  impersonal  knowledge 
that  some  large  organization  is  going  to 
allocate  some  of  his  contribution  to  some 
unspecified  school  for  some  unspecified 
purpose. 

This  suggestion  is  applicable  not  only 
to  “black  colleges,”  but  also  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  (could 
donate  to  the  school  for  scholarship 
funds)  and  Methodist  Church  schools 
included  in  the  benevolence  ap¬ 
portionments. 

Other  denominations  have  had  large 
success  utilizing  this  procedure.  In  fact, 
they  actively  encourage  and  advise 
employees  of  the  companies  that  make 
matching  educational  contributions  to 
donate  their  entire  tithe  (up  to  the  limit  of 
the  matching  contribution)  to  church 
schools  and  provide  the  local  church  with 
corresponding  credits. 

It  is  rather  surprising  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  not  taken  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  opportunity. 

John  C.  Thurmond 
Westlake  Village,  California 

Guard  First  Amendment 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  to  commend  you  for  bringing  to 


your  readers  the  excellent  article  by 
Banks  Draper  in  the  October  17  “Here  I 
Stand."  Mr.  Draper  displays  perception 
and  clarity  in  interpreting  the  concept  of 
separation  of  church  and  state.  He  puts 
the  question  in  perspective  and  confronts 
our  church  with  the  issue.  Where  have  we 
lost  our  way?  Do  we  elevate  the  dollar 
above  principle  and  the  freedom  of  the 
church? 

It  is  notable  that  a  layman  challenges 
the  ministers  and  leaders  to  renew  their 
commitment  to  the  separation  principle 
that  has  made  America  the  envy  of  the 
world.  The  ministers,  our  seminaries, 
and  agencies  of  the  church  need  to  heed 
this  warning  and  make  a  bold  recom¬ 
mitment  to  the  First  Amendment  in 
order  to  save  America  from  the  disaster 
that  will  surely  overtake  us  if  we  allow 
the  First  Amendment  to  be  eroded  away. 
Let  us  not  think  that  old  Europe,  or 
Ireland  are  so  far  away,  if  we  lose  this 
guarantee  of  our  religious  freedom. 
Churches  should  be  in  the  forefront  of  the 
battle  to  strengthen  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  and  avoid  the  evils  which  it  is 
designed  to  prevent. 

G.  Weir  Hartman 
Columbus,  Ohio 
God  is  not  feminine 

In  your  October  24  issue  was  an  article 
entitled  “An  issue  in  liturgy,  Is  God 
‘feminine’?” 

It  is  impossible  to  think  of  God  in 
feminine  terms.  The  Bible  tells  us  He  is 
the  Father  of  all.  The  Lord’s  Prayer 
begins  with  “Our  Father  ..." 

Who  is  trying  to  change  this  and  why? 
What  can  we  do  as  Christians  to  help 
keep  this  from  happening?  I  believe  the 
Bible  as  it  is  and  that  we  should  not  add  to 
or  take  away  from  it.  God  is  our  Father 
and  I’ll  always  believe  that. 

Mrs.  Betty  Muckle 
Home,  Pennsylvania 

Office  of  ‘Lay  Leader ’ 
should  he  retained 
To  the  Editor: 

As  a  District  Lay  Leader,  and  a  former 
Local  Church  Lay  Leader,  I  should  like  to 
disagree  with  Earl  Hoggard’s  suggestion 
that  the  office  of  Local  Church  Lay 
Leader  be  abolished  by  the  forthcoming 


General  Conference  (TM/  UMR  letter. 
October  10). 

While  it  is  true  that  some  of  the  specific 
responsibilities  of  the  office  of  Local 
Church  Lay  Leader  have  been  changed 
or  removed  by  recent  General  Con¬ 
ferences,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  office  is 
still  very  important.  It  seems  inaccurate 
to  compare  the  office  of  Local  Church 
Lay  Leader  to  that  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board  or  the  Chairman  of 
the  Council  on  Ministries.  The  duty  of 
those  officers  is  to  preside  at  meetings  of 
those  bodies. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Local  Church 
Lay  Leader  has  very  specific  respon¬ 
sibilities,  as  outlined  by  Section  152, 
Paragraph  1,  of  the  1972  “Discipline.” 
Further,  in  addition  to  encouraging  in¬ 
volvement  of  the  laity  in  local  church 
programs,  the  lay  leader  also  has  the 
opportunity  to  stimulate  attendance  and 
participation  in. district  and  conference 
programs,  including  retreats,  study 
groups,  etc.  In  other  words,  the  Local 
Church  Lay  Leader  is  properly  the  liason 
between  the  lay  members  of  a  local 
church,  and  the  District  and  Associate 
District  Lay  Leaders. 

Mark  S.  Womack 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

God  is  6 Greatest  Capitalist 9 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  “Capitalism  is 
cause  of  Hunger”  (TM/  UMR  Oct.  17) 
and  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  (TM/  UMR 
Oct.  31,  1975).  As  one  of  the  Hispanic' 
United  Methodist  ministers  I  want  to  let 
my  church  know  where  I  stand  on  this 
issue.  First  of  all  I  concur  100%  with  the 
letters  written  by  Mildred  Steidinger, 
Wilby  F.  Anderson,  Charles  H.  Thomsen 
and  Paul  R.  Woudenberg. 

Second,  I  want  it  known  that  Ignacia 
Castuera  does  not  represent  and  does  not 
speak  for  our  Hispanic  membership  in 
our  United  Methodist  Church. 

Third  I  would  like  to  say  this:  That 


these  panelists  do  not  know  what  they  are 
saying  when  they  say  that  capitalism  is 
the  cause  of  hunger.  This  is  nonsense.  To 
me  the  “greatest  capitalist"  is  God.  You 
see  He  is  the  Creator  and  Owner  of 
everything  and  anybody  that  says  that 
capitalism  is  the  Devil  is  saying  that  God 
is  the  Devil.  After  all  He  (God)  is  the 
owner  of  everything  we  need  and  He  is 
the  One  that  distributes  the  riches  of  the 
earth.  “The  earth  is  the  Lord’s  and  the 
fullness  thereof,  the  world  and  those  who 
dwell  therein;"  Psalm  24:2. 

If  these  people  want  to  help  the  needy 
why  don’t  they  put  their  hands  in  their 
own  pockets  and  give  the  Lord’s  tithe  to 
the  church  and  let  the  church  be  the 
church  to  all  peoples.  Instead  of 
propagating  socialism  and  communism 
let  us  propagate  “EVANGELISM,”  let  us 
preach  Christ  to  the  nations. 

Ruben  R.  Saenz 
Los  Angeles,  California 

/  leant  to  f!<>  on  record 

To  the  Editor: 

Along  with  the  Rev.  T.  E.  Liles  of  South 
Carolina  —  and,  I  feel,  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  thinking  Americans  —  I  want 
to  go  on  record  as  opposing  what  Dr. 
Castuera  had  to  say  at  the  Oklahoma  City 
meeting  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  17). 

Your  article,  “Capitalism  is  cause  of 
hunger,”  was  merely  reporting  about  the 
meeting  and  it  carried  an  eye-catching 
title.  I  did  not  get  the  feeling  you  sup¬ 
ported  Dr.  Castuera’s  views. 

I  wonder  just  what  he  would  replace 
capitalism  with.  I  wonder  if  he  has 
considered  the  alternatives  and  the 
hunger  which  prevails  under  other 
systems.  Also,  I  think  he  and  others  who 
think  as  he  does,  should  consider  how 
much  aid  goes  from  this  capitalistic 
country  to  those  countries  which  are 
struggling  under  the  very  political 
systems  he  seems  to  favor. 

Lewis  McCuistian 
Hereford,  Texas 


On  the  TM/UMR  Hoot 


Bonus  puzzle  winners  named 


What  is  stewardship,  anyway?  That  in 
essence  is  what  we  asked  readers  to  spell 
out  in  a  TM/  UMR  bonus  puzzle  Oct.  3. 

Thirty-five  words  relating  broadly  to 
the  meaning  of  Christian  stewardship 
were  concealed  in  the  puzzle,  which  was 
reprinted  from  the  Memphis  Conference 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

From  the  several  hundred  responses, 
here  are  the  names  of  the  50  readers  who 
found  the  greatest  number  of  correct 
words  and  responded  most  quickly.  The 
50  winners  will  receive  a  TM/  UMR  ball¬ 
point  pen. 

Miss  Mary  Jo  Pasley,  New  Boston, 
Tex.;  Mrs.  Harvey  E.  Culver,  Madison, 
Kans.;  Edna  M.  Brown,  St.  Augustine, 
Fla.;  Mrs.  Esther  Sheridan,  McAllen, 
Tx. ;  Verdie  Collins,  Burleson,  Tex. ;  Mrs. 
G.  H.  Edwards,  Ft.  Myers  Beach,  Fla.; 
Bill  Hessel.  Kearney,  Mo.;  Mrs.  Elmer 
Day,  Burnsville,  N.C.;  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Cherry,  Edna,  Tex.;  Mrs.  Max  Cohn, 
Jasper,  Tex.; 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  J.  Malone,  Red¬ 
wood  City,  Calif.;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Kelly, 
Jonesville,  La.;  Mrs.  Bessie  Marquiss, 
Morro  Bay,  Calif.;  Mrs.  J.  Dale  Coonley, 
DeLand,  Fla.;  Joe  B.  Culwell, 
Springtown,  Tex.;  Miriam  N.  McClure, 
Columbia.  Mo.;  Mrs.  Maynard  M. 
Stephens,  Wichita  Falls,  Tex.;  Carl  J. 
Seefeld.  Houston,  Tex.;  A.  D.  Forsythe, 


Perryopolis,  Penn.;  Mrs.  Eddie  Sutton, 
Dallas,  Tex.;  Mrs.  A.  Van  Couvering, 
Villa  Park,  Calif.;  Nell  Reese  Butchee, 
Tulsa,  Okla.; 

Flovell  Thomas,  Big  Spring,  Tex.; 
Charlotte  Griffin,  Oklahoma  City;  Mrs. 
Jack  Davis,  Wellington,  Tex.;  R.  W. 
Holland,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Elizabeth 
Everitt,  Maplewood,  Minn.;  Rev. 
Rodney  H.  Burk,  Phillipsburg,  Ohio; 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Beatty,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.; 
Elsie  M.  Key,  Accokeek,  Md. ;  Miss  Rose 
Sheppard,  Houston,  Tex.; 

Ruth  Garverick,  Monterey,  Calif.; 
Mrs.  Angele  Coggin,  Goodlettsville, 
Tenn.;  Lulu  Hill,  Anaheim,  Calif.;  Mrs. 
R.  L.  Curtis,  Dallas;  Mrs.  G  B. 
McFarland,  Sacramento,  Calif. ;  Mrs.  J. 
J.  Taylor,  Wilmington,  Del.;  Mrs. 
George  Scofield,  Hadley,  Penn.;  Lynne 
Sobezak,  McHenry,  Ill.;  Mrs.  K.  I. 
Langley,  Tucumcari,  N.M.; 

Mr.  Pat  A.  Hendrickson,  Crosby, 
Minn.;  Mrs.  Dale  Roman,  Pittsburgh, 
Penn.;  Mrs.  Robert  Fleming,  Greeley, 
Col.;  Mrs.  Gwendolyn  Martin, 
Englewood,  Fla.;  Mrs.  John  R. 
Freeman,  Miami,  Fla.;  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Hollingsworth,  Shreveport,  La.;  Mrs. 
William  Brown,  Nixon,  Tex.,  Mrs. 
Charles  A.  Fuller,  Paducah,  Ky. ;  Mrs.  H. 
D,  Morgan,  Gonzales,  Tex.;  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Billingsley,  Holden,  Mo. 


"Stocking  Up”  For  Christmas 


Stockings  not  quite  tilled?  There's  less 
than  six  weeks  ot  shopping  days  left 
before  Christmas.  Why  wait  until  the 
last  minute  and  meet  the  Christmas 
rush  head  on? 

Try  Cokesbury.  In  our1975  CHRISTMAS 
GIFT  SELECTOR  you'll  find  all  kinds  ot 
gifts  tor  all  kinds  ot  people-Bibles, 
Jewelry,  books,  games,  toys,  desk 
accessories,  phonographs  and 
recorders,  and  much  more! 

Cokesbury's  1975  CHRISTMAS  GIFT 
SELECTOR  Is  FREEI  Ask  lor  our  catalog 
todayl 


Please  send  me  _ copies  of  Cokesbury’s  1975 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  SELECTOR -FREEI 


Name. 


Address. 
City _ 


.  State _ Zlp_ 


•Mall  coupon  to  the  regional  service  center  serving 
your  area. 


Cokesbury 
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Compiled  From  News  Services 
NEW  YORK  —  U.S.  church  members 
are  giving  more  than  ever  to  their 
churches  —  but  the  rate  of  increase  is 
somewhat  below  the  pace  of  inflation. 

Members  of  44  national  Protestant 
bodies  contributed  more  than  $5  billion  in 
1974,  at  a  record  per  capita  rate  of 
$116.77,  according  to  the  latest  annual 
survey  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC). 

Giving  increased  by  9.1  percent  over 
the  previous  year,  but  the  gain  was  offset 
by  a  dollar  drop  of  11  percent  in  pur¬ 
chasing  power  in  1974  due  to  inflation. 

Jesus’parable 
fits  talents 
of  Hawaiians 

Special  to  TM/  UMR 
EWA  BEACH,  Oahu,  Hawaii  —  If  St. 
Matthew  were  writing  the  Parable  of  the 
Talents  (Matt.  25)  today,  using  Ewa 
Beach  United  Methodist  Church  here  as 
an  example,  his  account  might  read 
something  like  this: 

“For  it  will  be  as  when  a  pastor,  noting 
a  decrease  in  church  membership  and  a 
struggling  church  budget,  called  his 
congregation  and  entrusted  to  them  his 
property.  To  some  he  gave  five  talents,  to 
others  one,  to  each  according  to  his 
ability.  And  lo,  the  congregation 
prospered.” 

The  50-member  congregation,  isolated 
among  the  sugar  cane  fields  west  of 
Pearl  Harbor,  is  comprised  primarily  of 
military  families.  Just  before  its  new 
minister,  the  Rev.  John  Rousseau, 
arrived  in  July  1974,  the  church’s 
membership  was  sliced  in  half.  Added  to 
the  severe  loss  of  members  was  an  ex¬ 
pensive  roof  repair  bill.  The  budget  was 
trimmed  to  a  bare  minimum  and  a  loan 
secured  from  the  Hawaii  District  Union 
of  the  UMC  to  help  put  the  congregation 
back  on  its  feet. 

Meanwhile,  20  new  members  joined 
Ewa  Beach  Church;  yet,  the  financial 
burden  remained. 

Finally,  in  March  1975,  Mr.  Rousseau 
decided  to  put  the  Parable  of  the  Talents 
into  action.  Borrowing  $400  from  the 
bank,  he  purchased  51  silver  dollars  (one 
symbolic  talent  each)  and  12  Mexican 
two-peso  gold  coins  (two  symbolic  talents 
each). 

Through  a  sermon  based  on  the  gospel 
parable,  he  shared  his  idea  with  the 
congregation  and  invited  members  to 
join  his  effort. 

The  goal?  Each  steward  was 
challenged  to  return  11  times  the  value  of 
his  original  talents  (up  to  five  per  person, 
family  or  group)  by  September.  The 
response  was  enthusiastic,  and  the 
talents  began  multiplying. 

Everyone  went  to  work.  The  UMW 
organized  a  flea  market,  and  the  UMYF 
sponsored  a  talent  show  and  three  car 
washes.  Members  baked,  gave  physical 
fitness  programs,  tutored  and  typed. 
Others  peddled  their  wares  —  greeting 
cards  and  stationery,  macramed  and 
crocheted  creations,  plants  and  Tup- 
perware.  One  family,  upon  moving  from 
the  community,  donated  part  of  the 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  their  house. 

“For  to  everyone  who  has  will  more  be 
given,  and  he  will  have  abundance” 
(Matt.  25:29a),  the  congregation 
discovered.  When  the  church’s  audit 
committee  met  early  last  month,  they 
found  the  following: 

•  Net  return:  $2,539;  that  is,  7.45  times 
the  money  invested. 

•  Twenty-six  individuals  or  units  had 
earned  a  total  gross  income  of  $2,880,  an 
average  of  $110  each. 

•  The  budget  showed  $152  in  the  black. 
Most  important,  members  of  Ewa 

Beach  UMC  learned  first-hand  that 
miracles  do  happen.  All  it  takes,  church 
leaders  said,  is  faith,  commitment  and  a 
unified  community  spirit. 


United  Methodist  Treasurer,  R.  Bryan 
Brawner,  Evanston,  indicated  that  he  is 
optimistic  1975  giving  will  reach  a  new 
high.  According  to  the  latest  available 
figures,  United  Methodist  giving  is 
running  12  percent  ahead  of  1974,  a 
percentage  which  also  may  be  ahead  of 
the  inflation  rate. 

(The  United  Methodist  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  will  release 
complete  1974  statistical  reports  later 
this  month.) 

An  all-time  high  figure  of  $4.2  billion 
was  earmarked  for  congregational  ex¬ 
penses  in  1974,  according  to  the  NCC 
survey,  while  benevolence  giving 
(chiefly  for  mission  purposes)  totalled 
$1.07  billion,  also  a  new  high. 
Benevolences  were  20.3  percent  of  total 
contributions. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  which  increased 
both  in  membership  and  giving,  most 
major  denominations  reported  de¬ 
creased  memberships  for  the  third 
straight  year. 

The  ten  mainline  churches  in  the 
sampling  are  the  American  Baptist 
Churches  in  the  USA;  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ);  the  Episcopal 
Church;  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America ;  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri 
Synod;  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.  (Southern) ;  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America;  the  United  Church  of  Christ; 
the  United  Methodist  Church;  and  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  USA. 

The  Seventh-day  Adventists  again 
topped  the  list  by  posting  the  highest  rate 
of  per  capita  giving:  $486.48.  More  than 
70  per  cent  of  contributions  were  ear¬ 
marked  by  Adventists  for  benevolence  or 
support  of  missions. 

Churches  where  tithing  is  practiced 
were  found  to  have  the  highest  rates  of 
per  capita  giving. 

All  the  church  bodies  in  the  survey, 
conducted  by  the  NCC’s  Commission  on 
Stewardship,  are  Protestant.  Figures  for 
the  Eastern  Orthodox  churches,  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the 
Christian  Science  Church,  among  others, 
are  not  made  available  by  these  bodies. 
The  44  denominations  reporting  on  their 
contributions  embrace  45  million 
members  of  the  nation’s  total  Protestant 
member  population  of  71  million. 

An  expert’s  hunch 


Relief  agency  reports 
record  income,  grants 


United  Methodists  and  others  urge  aid  for  city 

NEW  Y ORK  —  Women  pray  during  an  interreligious  rally  at  New  York’s  City  Hall 
called  to  urge  support  by  religious  leaders  and  the  federal  government  for  New  York 
City  during  its  fiscal  crisis. 

And  the  New  York  Annual  Conference  of  the  UMC,  at  a  special  session  at  the 
University  of  Bridgeport  that  was  primarily  concerned  with  legislation  proposed  to 
the  1976  General  Conference,  adopted  a  statement  on  “The  Crisis  in  New  York  City.” 

The  statement  declared:  "We  deplore  the  impact  which  this  crisis  already  has  had 
on  the  poor  in  New  York  City,  and  do  hereby  register  our  deep  distress  over  the 
apparent  lack  of  concern  as  evidenced  by  the  derogatory  references  to  New  York 
City  made  by  officials  in  Washington,  and  we  call  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  communicate  compassion  for  the  people  of  New  York,  and  to  assume 
personal  leadership  in  seeking  solutions  to  the  current  difficulties  .  . 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  (RNS)  -  After 
reporting  a  record  income  for  its  35-year 
history,  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  made  its  largest 
disbursements  ever  at  its  annual  meeting 
here. 

As  of  Sept.  30,  UMCOR  had  a  total 
income  of  $6,631,000  —  the  largest  total 
for  a  nine-month  period  in  the  agency’s 
history.  That  amount  was  also  $500,000 
more  than  the  total  for  the  entire  year  of 
1974,  which  had  been  a  record  year. 

According  to  UMCOR  Treasurer 
Stephen  F.  Brimigion,  the  total  of  more 
than  $4  million  in  grants  approved  at  the 
meeting  was  the  largest  ever  disbursed 
at  a  UMCOR  meeting.  It  brought  the  total 
of  1975  disbursements  to  $9  million. 

Grants  went  to  more  than  100  domestic 
projects,  and  operations  in  40  countries  of 
Africa,  Asia,  Latin  America,  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Middle  East. 

Reports  indicated  that  gifts  to  fight 
hunger  constituted  the  largest  single 
factor  in  the  income  increase.  During  the 
first  nine  months  of  this  year,  UMCOR 
hunger  income  was  $2,240,000.  Of  that 
amount,  $1,699,000  was  allotted  for 
hunger  projects  at  the  meeting. 

The  hunger  grants  included  $418,000  to 
ecumenically  operated  agricultural 
development  programs  in  Honduras, 
$100,000  to  a  rural  development  program 
in  Peru,  $61,000  for  emergency  famine 
relief  in  the  Jeremie  area  of  Haiti  and 
$256,000  for  ecumenical  programs  in 
Nigeria. 

Disbursements  for  programs  other 
than  hunger  relief  included  $128,000  for 
domestic  disaster  relief,  $25,000  to  help 
fund  training  of  personnel  for  disaster 
response  in  cooperation  with  the  National 
Division  of  the  U.M.  Board  of  Global 


In  the  Episcopal  Address 


Bishops  to  assess  ‘state  of  the  church’ 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  General  Conference  will  open  Apr. 
27,  1976  with  a  message  from  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  called  the  Episcopal  Address. 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  Iowa  Area, 
will  give  the  address.  Retired  bishop  and 
TM/UMR  contributing  editor  T.  Otto 
Nall  provides  some  behind-the-scene 


Congregations  may  have 
turned  financial  corner 


Correction 
and 

discipline. 

'  are  good 

:  tor  cnildnzn. 

If  a  child  has  his  own  wau , 

'  he.  will  make  his  mother1 
ashamed  of  him. 

Tiov. 

The  ABCs  in  Proverbs 

NEW  YORK  —  A  is  for  avoid  .  .  . 
“avoid  evil  and  walk  straight”  [Proverbs 
4:27].  B  is  for  be  .  .  .  “Be  generous  and 
you  will  be  prosperous”  [Prov,  11:25],  C 
is  for  correction.  And  so  goes  “The  ABC’s 
of  Proverbs.”  a  new.  illustrated 
children’s  book  from  the  American  Bible 
Society. 

“We’re  hoping  to  reach  children  with 
God’s  Word  in  a  broader  way,”  said  the 
Rev.  Warner  Hutchinson,  the  Society’s 
general  officer  in  charge  of  programs. 
“This  book  not  only  instructs  in  the 
ABC’s,  but  also  imparts  the  wisdom  of 
the  Book  of  Proverbs  from  the  Old 
Testament  in  an  engaging  and  en¬ 
tertaining  manner." 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  “I  have  a  hunch  the 
church  is  beginning  to  renew  itself 
financially.” 

That  “hunch”  may  be  more  like  an 
educated  guess  —  coming  as  it  does  from 
one  of  24  church  finance  experts  who  tour 
the  country  each  year  helping  United 
Methodist  churches,  conferences  and 
districts  raise  funds. 

For  the  past  few  years,  churches  have 
been  dealing  with  inflation  on  a  crisis 
level  —  a  kind  of  ‘  ‘Let’s  do  what  we  can  to 
get  through  this”  approach  —  says  the 
Rev.  Fred  Strathdee  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  Office  of  Finance  and 
Field  Service  (OFFS).  Now,  he  believes, 
they’re  beginning  to  accept  inflation  as  a 
fact  of  life  and  budget  more  realistically. 

They’re  also  getting  enough  of  their 
courage  back,  he  thinks,  to  say  “Let’s  go 
ahead”  with  some  projects  they’d 
postponed  because  of  the  economic 
squeeze. 

Local  churches  may  also  be  trying 
harder  to  beef  up  their  missions  funding 
again.  And  there’s  little  outright  op¬ 
position  to  World  Service  funding  as 
there  was  in  some  quarters  a  few  years 
ago,  says  OFFS  director  Dr.  Frank 
Countryman. 

These  changes  in  outlook  —  plus  a  need 
to  catch  up  after  an  economic  lag  —  have 
given  OFFS  the  greatest  run  on  its 
services  in  its  46-year  history,  Dr. 
Countryman  told  TM/  UMR  last  week. 

“Churches  simply  have  to  have  more 
money,"  he  said.  “They’ve  put  off 
making  building  repairs,  adding  staff 
and  program,  increasing  salaries  for 
awhile  and  now  it’s  catching  up  with 
them.  So  some  of  them  are  looking  to  us, 
not  just  for  fund-raising,  but  also  for 
some  solid  stewardship  education  they 
can  draw  on  year-round.” 

Last  year  the  Office  helped  raise  more 
than  $48  million  in  292  financial 
crusades:  more  than  $36  million  in  288 
local  churches,  the  rest  in  three  annual 
conferences  and  one  district  crusade. 

Today  OFFS  staffpersons,  all  ordained 
ministers  trained  in  church  finance, 
direct  crusades  for  building,  debts, 
budgets  and  institutional  causes,  tailored 
to  the  needs  of  the  churches  they  counsel. 

But  back  in  1929,  Dr.  Countryman  said, 
the  Office  began  as  a  kind  of  “Save  the 
Sanctuary”  department  of  the  board,  to 
help  depression-hit  churches  where 
mortgages  were  being  foreclosed.  Later 
as  church  extension  and  expansion 
boomed,  a  major  thrust  was  helping  local 
churches  with  building  programs.  Now  58 
percent  of  all  OFFS  programs  are  two¬ 
fold,  aimed  at  both  building  funds  and 
operating  budgets. 

Self-supporting,  the  Office  charges 
service  fees  on  a  sliding  scale.  Fees  for 
smaller  congregations  are  less  than 
average,  those  for  larger  ones  slightly 
larger  than  average,  Mr.  Strathdee  says. 
Thus  larger  congregations  help  make  the 
finance  ministry  available  to  smaller 
ones,  and  also  help  subsidize  field  service 
work  for  minority  churches. 

The  program  sends  a  staffperson  who 
works  with  the  local  church  finance 


committee  and  administrative  board  in 
preparing  for  a  crusade,  personally 
directs  the  crusade  through  its  intensive 
phase  —  usually  from  two  to  four  weeks 
—  and  advises  the  church  as  it  follows  up 
and  maintains  what  Dr.  Countryman 
says  must  be  an  “ongoing  stewardship 
emphasis.” 

There  is  some  misunderstanding,  he 
admits,  about  the  purpose  of  OFFS. 
“Some  see  us  as  an  outside  pressure 
group  trying  to  make  them  do  something 
they  don’t  want  to  do.  We’re  neither 
outsiders  nor  do  we  pressure.  We  just 
provide  ministers  who  have  the  ex¬ 
perience  and  ability  to  help  a 
congregation  realize  its  own  potential  for 
stewardship.” 

“We  help  churches  see  that  it’s  all  right 
to  put  uncomfortable  things  out  on  the 
table  and  deal  with  them,”  is  the  way  Mr 
Strathdee  puts  it.  “It’s  not  only  all  right, 
but  it  can  be  exciting,  to  talk  about  un¬ 
mentionable  things  like  stewardship!” 

Is  mission  funding  an  “unmention¬ 
able”  in  a  time  of  tight  money?  Not  at  all, 
he  says,  though  “just  to  say  World 
Service  is  not  enough  anymore.  People 
are  cautious.  They  want  the  needs 
spelled  out  and  the  gifts  carefully  desig¬ 
nated.” 


information  on  this  traditional  message 
to  the  church. 

By  T.  OTTO  NALL 

Since  the  days  when  Francis  Asbury 
and  William  McKendree  were  the  only 
two  bishops  of  the  church  it  has  been  the 
practice  of  our  episcopal  leaders  to  brief 
the  General  Conference  on  “the  state 
of  the  church.”  Youngish  Bishop 
McKendree  surprised  everybody  at  the 
1812  General  Conference  (and  especially 
the  aging  Asbury)  by  submitting  a 
written  message  in  which  he  showed  how 
“the  work  of  the  Lord  is  prospering  in  our 
hands,”  with  a  four-years’  increase  of 
40,000  new  members  to  bring  the 
Methodist  membership  to  190,000  in  17 
states. 

Over  the  succeeding  years,  the  bishops 
have  used  unexpected  crises  or  special 
occasions  for  needed  messages  on  timely 
subjects,  but  the  episcopal  addresses  to 
General  Conference  have  a  status  all 
their  own.  Although  one  bishop  does  the 
writing,  there  is  full  and  frank 
discussion,  with  the  names  of  all  bishops 
attached,  except  for  those  who,  for 
reasons  of  conscience,  dissent. 

Some  of  the  messages  have  been  long 
(almost  three  hours  in  1952),  some  short 
(40  minutes  in  1964).  Some  have  been 
brilliant  literary  pieces  (in  1968),  some 
starkly  succinct  (1972). 

The  assigned  writer  James  S.  Thomas, 
asked  the  bishops  in  their  Minneapolis 
meeting  last  spring: 

“How  can  the  episcopal  message 
escape  the  twin  perils  of  speaking  on  too 
many  issues  and  causes  in  a  frantic  at¬ 
tempt  to  leave  none  unmentioned,  or 
speak  so  broadly  and  generally  that  it 
fails  to  speak  definitely  to  crucial  issues 
of  our  time?  In  one  case,  it  is  too  long  for 
modern  attention  spans;  in  the  other,  it  is 
too  vague  for  the  sharp  edges  of  the  Good 
News  to  strike  any  particular  place.” 

In  writing  the  1976  message,  Bishop 
Thomas  has  recognized  that  many  issues 


are  important  —  only  a  few  are  crucial. 

He  has  indicated  that  he  is  keeping 
statistical  analysis  to  a  minimum  as  he 
deals  with  the  wholeness  of  faith  and 
ministry.  He  refers  to  the  Bicentennial 
Year  of  the  nation’s  history  as  “the 
launching  pad”  for  dealing  with  such  new 
forms  of  ministry  as  should  emerge  in 
our  time.  He  is  stressing  several  matters 
bearing  directly  on  the  episcopacy  and 
“a  lifestyle  of  accountability  in  which 
there  is  both  evaluation  and  freedom  to 
grow  into  the  kind  of  leaders  that  the 
church  expects  us  to  be.” 

Of  course,  he  will  not  hesitate  to 
suggest  changes  in  church  polity  and 
organization.  He  remembers  that,  in 
1948,  the  episcopal  address  proposed  that 
each  bishop  make  a  three-months  trip 
overseas  on  an  official  visitation  from  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  a  proposal  that  has 
produced  remarkable  results  in 
acquainting  the  American  leaders  with 
changes  in  the  world  parish.  And  ob¬ 
servations  made  by  the  bishops  have  had 
much  to  do  with  developing  attitudes  on 
autonomy  and  church  union. 

With  characteristic  modesty.  Bishop 
Thomas  has  approached  his  task  with  the 
understanding  that  his  own  faith  and 
ministry  will  come  through  in  what  he 
says,  that  he  must  confront  the  world 
situation  with  “the  clear  call  of 
discipleship  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,” 
and  the  conviction  that  “the  old  for¬ 
malisms,  however  hallowed  by  age,  must 
give  way  to  our  eager  expectancy  about 
where  God  is  and  what  he  is  doing.” 


Ministries,  $13,500  to  assist  small 
businesses  in  Kenya,  $25,000  to  aid  vic¬ 
tims  of  civil  strife  in  Angola  and  $25,000 
to  help  persons  in  need  in  Chile. 

Thanksgiving 
support  urged 
for  hungry 

By  CONNIE  MYER 
Interpretive  Services 
NEW  YORK  —  Before  they  sit  down  to 
their  Thanksgiving  dinners  this  year, 
United  Methodists  and  other  church 
people  across  the  U.S.  will  be  asked  to  do 
something  concrete  to  help  the  world’s 
hungry. 

Bread  for  the  World,  a  U.S.  citizens’ 
movement  concerned  about  hunger  and 
poverty,  is  inviting  support  for  a 
nationwide  “offering  of  letters”  in  the 
churches  to  ask  members  of  Congress  to 
pass  a  “right  to  food”  resolution.  Intro¬ 
duced  this  month  in  both  houses  of 
Congress,  the  resolution  declares  it 
should  be  the  cornerstone  of  U.S.  policy 
that  “every  person  in  this  country  and 
throughout  the  world  has  the  right  to  a 
nutritionally  adequate  diet." 

This  right  should  be  a  fundamental 
point  in  forming  legislation  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  decisions  in  areas  such  as 
trade,  assistance,  monetary  reform, 
military  spending  and  all  matters 
relating  to  hunger,  the  resolution  states. 

Churches  are  being  asked  to  have  their 
members  put  in  the  collection  baskets,  on 
one  of  the  last  three  Sundays  in 
November,  letters  urging  their  local  U.S. 
Senators  and  Representatives  to  pass  the 
“right  to  food”  resolution. 

“We,  as  Christians,  have  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  constantly  monitor  our 
legislation  relating  to  trade,  aid  and 
other  areas  that  affect  hunger,”  said  Ms. 
Doreen  F.  Tilghman,  a  staff  member  of 
the  U.M.  Committee  on  Relief  (UM¬ 
COR).  “It’s  difficult  to  find  effective 
ways  to  know  what  legislation  is  being 
presented  to  Congress,  both  in  domestic 
and  foreign  areas.  We  must  discover  the 
means  to  become  more  politically  astute. 

“Perhaps  churches  in  a  community 
can  get  together  to  monitor  legislation, 
communicate  the  needs  and  begin  ac¬ 
tion,”  she  suggested.  Ms.  Tilghman  is  a 
member  of  the  Bread  for  the  World’s 
board  of  directors. 

“Hunger  is  a  long-term  problem  that  is 
going  to  call  for  drastic  changes  in 
legislation  and  our  life  styles,”  she  add¬ 
ed.  “Since  we’ve  joined  hands  in  fighting 
hunger,  we’re  going  to  have  to  stay  with 
it.” 

Supporting  her  is  the  Rev.  Franklin  P. 
Smith,  hunger  coordinator  for  UMCOR. 
“We  must  convey  our  feelings  to  those 
in  government,”  he  said.  “That’s  why  the 
offering  of  letters  is  so  important.” 

Both  UMCOR  executives  cited  Bread 
for  the  World  as  one  of  the  most  effective 
organizations  now  working  in  the  areas 
of  world  hunger  and  aid.  They  urged 
interested  church  persons  to  contact  the 
organization  (at  235  E.  49th  St.,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10017)  for  information  on  how 
to  form  local  Bread  for  the  World 
chapters. 


Overseas  Methodist  churches 
fund  mission  projects  in  U.S. 


the  church  today 


President  Ford  will  address 
U.M.  evangelism  meeting 

PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  —  President 
Ford  is  scheduled  to  give  the  opening 
address  at  the  United  Methodist 
Congress  on  Evangelism  here  Jan.  4. 

If  unforeseen  considerations  do  not 
prevent  him  from  delivering  the  address, 
he  will  become  the  first  U.S.  President  to 
address  a  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  while  in  office. 

The  most  recent  Presidential  ap¬ 
pearance  for  either  the  old  Methodist 
Church  or  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  was  an  address  by 
President  Johnson  at  a  Methodist 
meeting  in  Baltimore  in  1966. 

Observers  speculated  that  Mr.  Ford 
will  make  an  effort  to  keep  the  ap¬ 
pointment  because  the  evangelism 
gathering  would  give  him  a  national 
church  audience  on  the  first  Sunday  of 
the  U.S.  Bicentennial  year. 

The  dollar  goes  further 
through  the  church 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  For  every  one 
dollar  reaching  the  needy,  the  sick,  the 
underprivileged  child  and  the  aged 
through  the  church,  the  cost  is  eight 
cents.  By  contrast  every  one  dollar 
reaching  the  same  people  through 
voluntary  charitable  organizations  costs 
an  average  of  27  cents.  When  the  distri¬ 
bution  to  those  same  people  is  made 
through  federal  agencies,  the  same  one 
dollar  reaching  those  people  costs  $3.00. 

These  figures  on  the  cost  of  services 
came  from  the  Association  of  Life 
Underwriters  of  Washington,  D.C.  and 
were  released  here  by  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Division.  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  UMC. 


Ham  radio  operators  hold 
meeting 

SYKESVILLE,  Md.  —  Any  ham 
operators  among  your  church  members? 

They  might  be  interested  in  WAMRAC 
—  the  World  Association  of  Methodist 
Radio  Amateurs  and  Clubs.  It  was 
founded  in  1957  by  the  late  Rev.  Arthur 
W.  Shepherd,  a  Methodist  whose  call 
letters  were  G3NGF.  Its  main  aim  is  to 
encourage  and  establish  “Christian 
friendship  and  fellowship  through  the  use 
of  amateur  radio.” 

United  States  members  held  a  one  day 
conference  here  Oct.  25.  Mr.  Len  Colley, 
G3AGX,  WAMRAC  executive  secretary 
from  England  chaired  the  meeting. 

Persons  interested  in  more  details 
about  WAMRAC  may  contact  the  U.S. 
representative,  the  Rev.  Bill  Ehlers, 
K3SFT,  5969  Mineral  Hill  Road, 
Sykesville,  Md.,  21784. 

National  Congress  announced 
for  U.M.  Men  in  1977 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  A  national 
Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men  has 
been  scheduled  for  Purdue  University, 
W.  Lafayette,  Ind.,  July  15-17,  1977  it  has 
been  announced  by  Dr.  Melvin  G. 
Talbert,  General  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship,  and  Dr.  David  W.  Self, 
Associate  General  Secretary  of  the 
Board’s  Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work. 

The  1977  meeting  will  the  seventh 
quadrennial  convocation  and  returns  to 
the  practice  of  attendance  by  men  only 
which  was  the  custom  before  1973. 
Attendance  has  ranged  from  3,000  to 
4,700.  Purdue  can  house  up  to  5,000 
persons  and  the  auditorium  seats  6,000. 


DALLAS  —  Overseas  Methodist 
churches  are  sending  money  to  mission 
projects  in  the  U.S.,  according  to  a  field 
representative  of  the  U.M.  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  here. 

Last  year,  for  example,  the  UMC  of 
Singapore  sent  $1,000.00  to  aid  in  the 
building  programs  of  churches  in  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  and  Rio 
Grande  Conferences.  In  August,  the 
Autonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Hong 
Kong  donated  $1,000  toward  the  U.S. 
Ethnic  Minority  Scholarship  Fund. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  B.  McIntosh,  a 
former  missionary  to  Hong  Kong,  noted 


that  the  Chinese  church  is  vitally  con¬ 
cerned  about  evangelism  and  education. 
One  Chinese  leader  recently  revealed  his 
church’s  plan  to  send  additional  monies 
to  the  U.  S.  and  other  nations.  “We  have 
received  so  much  love  and  assistance,” 
he  said,  “and  we  now  want  to  have  a 
share  in  God’s  mission  around  the 
world.” 

Mr.  McIntosh  added  that  although  the 
cost  of  living  in  Hong  Kong  is  about  equal 
to  that  of  Washington,  D.C.,  the  average 
Chinese  family  income  is  only  ap¬ 
proximately  $60  per  month. 


Bradenton 

Florida 


JMlDLJlnJ  3LiJa, 


A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  Arid  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It’s  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 

An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non 
sectarian  in  Its  benefits. 
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CLEAR  THINKING  ABOUT  SUFFERING 

By  employing  common  sense,  pastoral  compassion, 
and  a  strong  belief  in  the  power  and  love  of 
God,  Paul  F.  Andrus  discusses  the  complex  subject 
of  personal  suffering.  Although  thf^e  ^re  po^paf’ 
he  does  offer  some  thdught-proValcirijj 


feelings  about  “undeserved  suffering”  that  should  prove 

uplifting  to 

■  the  reader. 

I  Paper. 

1  $  \>>h 


HOW  TO  KEEP  ' — ✓ 

THE  THINGS  YOU  OWN  FROM  OWNING  YOU 

As  our  natural  resources  dwindle  and  materialism 
is  openly  glorified,  perhaps  we  need  to 
seriously  look  for  ways  of  changing  our 
lifestyle.  Pat  McGeachy  suggests  we  become 
better  stewards,  more  concerned  citizens, 
and  tunc  in  more  to  God  than  the  tv! 

His  is  a  lifestyle  which  insures  inner  peace 
by  olfering  every  thing  and  every  thought  to  God. 
Paper,  $3.25 


a!  your  cokesbury  bookstore 

abingdon 

the  book  publishing  department  of 
ihe  united  methodist  publishing  house 


Church  tax 
exemption 
questioned 

WILLIAMS  BAY,  Wise.  (RNS)  —  A 
landmark  ecumenical  meeting  here 
documented  that  the  tax  exemption  of 
U.S.  churches  and  their  agencies  is  being 
questioned,  and  in  some  cases  seriously 
threatened,  by  government. 

The  consultation,  first  of  its  kind, 
brought  together  91  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Greek  Orthodox  repre¬ 
sentatives,  leaders  of  state  and  national 
ecumenical  organizations,  tax  specialists 
and  two  officials  in  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  (IRS). 

An  opening  address  by  the  Rev.  Dean 
Kelley,  the  NCC’s  director  for  civil  and 
religious  affairs  and  the  man  most 
responsible  for  the  consultation,  set  forth 
a  strong  argument  for  church  tax 
exemption  on  the  basis  of  religion’s 
secular  function. 

Mr.  Kelley  said  that  religion’s  function 
in  society  is  to  explain  life  in  “ultimate” 
terms  and  the  function  is  “essential  to 
the  very  survival  of  society’’  even  if  all 
citizens  are  not  “consumers”  of  what  the 
churches  offer. 

The  consultation  was  sparked  by  a  U.S. 
Appeals  Court  ruling,  sustained  in  effect 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  denying  tax 
exemption  to  Evangelist  Billy  James 
Hargis’  Christian  Echoes  National 
Ministries. 

While  some  speakers  insisted  that  the 
Hargis  organization  was  not  a  “church” 
and  the  ruling  against  it  did  not 
jeopardize  churches,  Mr.  Kelley  and 
others  were  not  convinced  that  the 
decision  might  not  be  used  as  legal 
precedent  in  future  cases  involving 
churches. 

Mr.  Kelley  also  introduced  the  question 
of  how  tax  law  should  understand 
“church,”  an  issue  that  arose  frequently 
at  the  consultation,  often  in  relation  to 
new  organizations  and  religious 
movements.  The  United  Methodist 
clergyman  proposed  the  “test  of  time”  in 
determining  whether  a  new  religion  is  a 
valid  church  eligible  for  exemptions 
that  go  beyond  those  enjoyed  by  public 
charities  and  religious  organizations. 

“The  life-span  of  religion  is  measured 
in  centuries  and  millenia,”  he  stated. 
“Fifty  years,  for  example,  would  mark 
the  merest  infancy  of  a  religion.” 
fMr.  Kelley  said  that  20  to  50  years  as  a 
“test  of  time”  for  proving  the  validity 
of  a  religious  movement  as  a  church 
would  avoid  excessive  .church-state 
entanglement  in  attempting  to  define 
“church.” 

None  of  several  attorneys  and  tax 
experts  who  spoke  expect  church  income 
or  properties  used  “exclusively”  for 
religious  purposes  to  face  taxation. 


‘Now  what?’  ask  ethnic  leaders 
after  consultations  on  ‘crisis’ 


B  (i r  in  a  peaceful  setting 

COUNTY  ARMAGH,  Northern  Ireland  —  Along  the  border  of  County  Armagh  and 
the  Irish  Republic.  British  soldiers  on  patrol  crouch  in  the  lush  foliage  typical  of 
much  of  Ireland. 

The  troops  have  found  It  best  to  keep  a  low  profile  In  this  tense  area.  In  this  setting 
five  Protestants  were  murdered  recently,  Just  days  after  two  men  were  killed  when 
they  ran  over  a  landmine  In  their  car  while  returning  from  a  rugby  match  In  the 
South.  It  Is  among  these  peaceful  surroundings  that  men  —  both  Protestant  and 
Catholic  —  admit  they  have  little  sleep  at  night  not  knowing  what  the  next  knock  on 
the  door  might  bring.  religious  news  service  photo 

From  ‘Music  Ministry’ 

Fanfare  heralds  new 
hymn- singing  hints 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  “Blow  up  the  trum¬ 
pet”  is  admittedly  a  pretty  extravagant 
way  to  lead  off  an  editorial  in  the  “staid 
pages”  of  United  Methodism’s  “Music 
Ministry"  publication.  Why  all  the 
fanfare? 

To  announce  a  breakthrough  in  music 
“helps”  for  local  churches,  says  its 
editor:  a  “bold  new  way”  to  encourage 
congregations  to  sing  —  and  sing  a 
diversity  of  music. 

After  12  years,  the  old  Hymn  of  the 
Month  plan  is  giving  way  to  a  new 
seasonal  “package”  of  resources  for 
churches  to  dip  into  and  fit  to  their  own 
needs,  according  to  H.  Myron  Braun  in 
the  November  issue  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  journal  for  music  ministry 
workers. 

Beginning  in  January  with  resources 
for  Lent,  “Music  Ministry”  will  offer 
quarterly  practical  helps  for  using  three 


Bishop  disputes  charges 
of  church-recruited  army 


ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  (UMC)  —  A 
claim  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  recruiting  an  army  to  invade  Rhodesia 
has  been  branded  by  the  president  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  a 
“distortion  of  facts.” 

Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn  of  Chicago, 
Ill.  said  “There  is,  of  course,  some 
fighting  in  Rhodesia,  but  to  charge  the 


Classified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  58.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

uraT.F.  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 
years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request.  412  South  St. 
Paul.  Dallas,  Texas  75201.  <214 >-747-4540. 

CHRISTMAS  IN  ITALY:  14-day  Art  and 
Religious  Tour  of  Italy  departing  Dec.  17. 
Write:  Sanborn’s  Travel  Center.  701  Partridge 

Dr..  San  Antonio.  Tex.  78216. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
wanted.  Orlando.  Fla.  —  1.300  congregation. 
Requirements:  Christian  commitment, 
college  graduate  —  church  and  seminary 
experience  preferred.  For  application,  write: 
Richard  Schmidt.  Associate  Pastor,  As  bury 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  236.  Maitland. 

Fla.  32751. 

MATURE.  ECUMENICAL.  CHRISTIAN 
woman.  B.A..  M.R.E..  wants  werk  as  Christian 
Education  Director  or  a  related  field.  F. 
Griffin.  1619-B  Beachwood  Dr..  Santa  Rosa, 

Cal.  96401,  <707 )-4 56-4763. 

WANTED:  Full-time  Music-Youth  Director. 
Church  of  500  members.  Fully  graded  choirs. 
Salary  19,000.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Box  934,  Fart  Meade.  Fla.  33641. 

YOUTH-MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  Position  open 
now.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact:  Asbury 
UMC.  201 8.  Main  St.,  Oreenevllle.  Tenn.  37743. 

PRAYERS  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS,  beautiful 
book,  by  Elisabeth  Evans  Turner,  P.  O.  Box 
2636L  Houston.  Texas  77006.  Single  copy  82.60 
postpaid.  6  copies  61.60  each. 

YOUNG  OR  OLDER  house  parents  needed  for 
people-encouraging-people  youth  home  In 
South  Bend.  Indiana  Lyle  Loomis.  3012  S. 
Twickenham.  South  Bend,  Ind.  46614. 

STUDY  AND  TRAVEL  In  the  Holy  Land.  The 
Committee  for  Continuing  Education  for  Laity 
and  Clergy  presents  "Jesus:  His  Life,  Time. 
Land.  Hebrew  Faith"  In  Jerusalem.  Nine-day 
tax-deductible  tour  departs  Jan.  26.  1976. 
Information:  Rev.  C.  M.  Lamb.  2 900- 36th  St., 

Port  Arthur.  Texas  77640. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone(ll7)  MIS-9203  Kewie,  Texas 76059 

existence  of  that  fighting  force  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  or  to  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  seems  to  me  to  stretch 
the  facts.” 

The  claim  that  “the  Methodists  are 
now  recruiting  a  25,000-man  guerilla 
army  to  invade  Rhodesia”  was  printed  in 
the  Oct.  17  issue  of  the  “National 
Spotlight,"  a  national  weekly  paper 
published  by  the  Liberty  Lobby  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  “National  Spotlight”  attributed 
the  information  to  United  Methodists  for 
Methodism  (UMM),  an  unofficial 
organization  listing  its  headquarters  in 
Chicago.  The  article  in  UMM’s  “Voice  of 
the  Layman,”  from  which  “National 
Spotlight"  officials  said  they  picked  up 
the  item,  did  not,  however  charge  the 
recruitment  of  the  alleged  guerilla  force 
to  the  UMC  or  to  “the  Methodists.” 

“Voice  of  the  Layman”  article  did 
state  the  African  National  Council  ( ANC) 
was  recruiting  a  25,000-member  army, 
and  noted  that  U.M.  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  of  Rhodesia  is  president  of  the 
ANC. 

Bishop  Washburn  said  it  is  his  un¬ 
derstanding  that  Bishop  Muzorewa  “has 
been  taking  a  position  of  non-violence  in 
his  effort  to  correct  the  injustices  visited 
upon  his  people.  And  until  we  have  word 
from  him  about  a  shift  in  that  position, 
we  cannot  substantiate  the  claims  that  he 
has  changed  to  a  position  of  violence.” 


or  four  hymns  related  to  the  church 
season.  Supplementary  materials  will 
continue  to  help  stimulate  congrega¬ 
tional  song. 

“The  characteristic  of  our  time  is 
diversity,”  Mr.  Braun  told  TM/  UMR 
last  week.  “We  have  needed  a  fresh  new 
approach  to  music  ministry  to  help 
churches  take  the  pieces  (resources)  that 
are  available  and  then  build  their  own 
houses,  musically." 

Using  a  diversity  of  music  in  worship 
does  not  mean  that  churches  are 
rejecting  traditional  hymns,  Mr.  Braun 
told  TM/  UMR.  “Five  or  ten  years  ago 
some  persons  were  predicting  that  bound 
hymnals  would  soon  be  a  thing  of  the 
past.  After  Vatican  II  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  were  even  bringing  out  disposable 
worship  materials,  leaflets,  misselettes. 
Now  after  all  the  fuss,  they’re  coming  out 
with  a  new  bound  hymnal.” 

The  approach  for  a  church  to  take,  he 
says,  is  not  “Should  we  have  this  kind  of 
music  and  exclude  that  kind?"  but 
rather,  “What  is  the  right  music  for  a 
given  time  and  situation?” 

Even  Avery  and  Marsh,  well-known 
composers  of  contemporary  Christian 
music,  use  a  composite  of  traditional 
hymns  and  serious  contemporary  music 
as  well  as  their  own  works.  The  com¬ 
posers  say  that  some  churches  use 
“Avery  and  Marsh”  a  lot  more  than 
Avery  and  Marsh  do  in  their  own  church, 
he  noted. 

“We  all  have  obligations,”  Mr.  Braun 
writes  in  the  magazine  editorial.  “The 
laity  has  the  obligation  to  be  open  to  a 
widening  variety  of  hymnic  expression. 
Musicians  and  worship  leaders  have  the 
obligation  to  stay  with  the  people  and 
sometimes  to  enjoy  singing  together  a 
’song  we  know’!” 

The  Hymn  of  the  Month  format,  which 
began  in  anticipation  of  the  1966  hymnal, 
had  become  too  rigid,  he  explained  to 
TM/  UMR.  It  lost  momentum  because: 
(1)  A  one-month  hymn  emphasis  is 
hardly  effective  with  today’s  mobile 
population  and  sporadic  church  at¬ 
tendance:  (2)  A  one-time  emphasis 
doesn’t  insure  continued  use;  (3)  There  is 
growing  resistance  to  a  structured 
program  being  handed  down:  a  sort  of 
“We-dare-you-to-teach-us-a-hymn”  kind 
of  reaction,  he  said. 

No  matter  what  efforts  are  made  to  get 
congregations  to  sing,  many  persons 
could  care  less,  he  admits.  Yet  “our 
hymn  singing  may  reflect  more  than  we 
want  to  admit,  the  depth  or  shallowness 
of  our  lives,  how  we  prepare  ourselves 
for  our  work  in  the  world  or  our  isolation 
from  it,  our  openness  or  our  distrust,  our 
identity  as  God's  people  or  as  nobody’s 
people.” 


Daily  papers  beef  up  coverage 
of  religion  news ,  interpretives 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Daily 
newspapers  are  continuing  a  trend 
toward  expanding  their  coverage  of 
religion,  acording  to  a  survey  reported  in 
a  recent  issue  of  “Editor  and  Publisher." 

“If  recent  surveys  which  suggest  that 
American  people  seek  moral  and 
spiritual  leadership  are  accurate,  the 
interest  in  and  coverage  of  religion  could 
increase  even  more  rapidly  in  the  next 
few  years  than  it  has  in  the  past  25,”  says 
Dr.  Ernest  C.  Hynds,  journalism 
professor  at  the  University  of  Georgia 
who  conducted  and  reported  the  survey. 

While  some  newspapers  have  reduced 
coverage  of  religion  in  recent  years,  he 
reports,  others  have  increased 

In  half  the  newspapers,  Dr.  Hynds 
found,  religion  gets  as  much  or  more 
space  than  business,  and  in  62  percent  as 
much  more  or  space  than  the  arts. 

However,  only  a  handful  of  papers 
reported  giving  as  much  coverage  to 
religion  as  they  did  to  sports,  women’s 
(family)  news  or  crime. 

The  survey  showed  some  differences 


between  large  and  small  papers.  Larger 
papers  are  more  likely  to  use  in¬ 
terpretive  pieces,  report  on  national  and 
international  events,  and  cover  doctrinal 
questions.  Smaller  papers  are  more 
likely  to  run  columns  by  local  ministers, 
and  report  on  sermons  and  institutional 
activities. 


By  SH  ARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 
A  News  Interpretive 
“Must  we  forever  move  at  this  poor, 
dying  rate?"  That  is  the  question  United 
Methodism’s  ethnic  representatives  have 
been  asking  themselves  during  the 
course  of  four  mini-consultations  this  fall 
on  the  ‘crisis’  in  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church. 

Their  answer  is  a  resounding  "NO.” 
But  the  real  question,  ethnic  leaders 
say,  is  as  yet  undetermined.  Does  the 
church  genuinely  intend  to  be  both  in¬ 
clusive  and  culturally  pluralistic,  or  is 
that  just  so  much  rhetoric? 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
( GCOM )  declared  last  March  that 
strengthening  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  was  one  of  two  “missional 
priorities"  for  the  denomination.  (The 
other  is  world  hunger.) 

The  ethnic  churches  are  in  a  ‘crisis’  the 
GCOM  said,  in  leadership,  leadership 
training,  finances  and  relationships  with 
the  majority  church.  If  immediate  action 
is  not  taken  the  denomination  will  lose  a 
large  chunk  of  its  minority  members,  the 
GCOM  support  paper  warned.  The 
GCOM  instructed  all  general  agencies  of 
the  church  immediately  to  organize  a 
national  consultation  to  draw  up 
strategies  to  combat  the  crisis. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  ethnic  churches 
have  all  the  problems  cited  by  the 
GCOM,  these  are  only  symptoms  of  a 
more  basic  problem,  according  to  Dr. 
Woodie  White,  executive  head  of  the 
U.M.  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Both  the  majority  white  church  and  the 
ethnic  leaders  are  concerned  about  the 
symptoms  expressed  in  declining 
memberships  and  aging  leadership,  but 
ethnic  leaders  are  determined  to  get  at 
the  basic  problem  which  is  simply  being 
ethnic  minorities  in  a  predominantly 
white  church. 

(At  present  hard  statistical  data  is  not 
available  to  support  the  existence  of  a 
‘crisis’,  according  to  GCOM’s  research 
department.  Records  using  ethnic 
categories  were  abandoned  in  the  60s. 
Data  is  being  gathered,  but  the  current 
‘crisis’  is  based  on  fragments  of  in¬ 
formation  and  the  ‘feeling  tone’  ethnic 
leaders  have  about  the  situation.) 

Two  battlefronts 
Dr.  White  said  “the  real  crisis  is 
having  two  battlefronts  —  the 
denomination  itself  and  the  local  church 
front."  On  the  local  church  level  ethnic 
leaders  spend  most  of  their  energies 
trying  to  get  the  resources  a  parent 
denomination  normally  would  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  provide,  that  is,  curriculum, 
evangelism  and  worship  materials  that 
reflect  their  culture  and  are  in  their 
language;  lay  leadership  training,  and 
ministerial  education  relevant  to  their 
situations;  and  salaries  and  pensions  for 
pastors,  he  said. 

Without  these  kinds  of  supports  from 
the  denomination,  ethnic  local  churches 
operate  at  a  disadvantage  and  often  in 
difficult  and  demanding  situations.  For 
example,  the  majority  of  the  ethnic 
communities  are  in  urban  and  downtown 
areas  while  the  majority  of  the  church’s 
membership  is  suburban  and  rural.  And 
ethnic  constituencies  often  have  urgent 
needs  for  social  services  as  well  as 
spiritual  sustenance.  This  is  particularly 
true  of  immigrant  and  migrant  groups 
moving  to  urban  areas,  who  need  help, 
adjusting  to  a  new  social  and  economic 
situation. 

The  other  battlefront,  ethnic  leaders 
say,  is  that  of  the  majority  church  which 
still  regards  them  as  groups  “out  there” 
to  be  “missionized”  and  has  not 
recognized  them  as  full  partners  on  an 
equal  footing. 

Each  mini-consultation  had  to  deal 
with  the  initial  cynicism  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  who  repeatedly  asked,  “What 
difference  will  it  make  for  us  to  tell  the 
church  what  our  problems  and  needs 
are?  We’ve  met  before;  what’s  different 
this  time?” 

Dr.  George  Outen,  Board  of 
Discipleship  coordinator  of  the  30- 

Landmarks  are 
equal  to  shrines , 
historians  claim 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMC)  —  Shrines 
and  landmarks  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  have  equal  status  if  a 
proposal  by  the  denomination’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History  is  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  1976  General  Conference. 

At  present  landmarks  are  often  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  of  secondary  importance  to 
shrines,  according  to  the  Rev.  John  H. 
Ness  Jr.,  when  actually  the  only  dif¬ 
ference  is  that  a  shrine  has  an  original 
structure  still  connected  with  it. 

The  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  also  acted  at  its  annual  meeting 
here  October  22-23  to  recommend  the 
Peter  Cartwright  cluster  at  Pleasant 
Plains,  Ill.,  as  a  shrine,  and  Savannah, 
Ga.,  as  a  landmark  denoting  “John 
Wesley’s  American  Parish.” 


member  Task  Force  on  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church,  said  he  believes 
this  time  is  different  because  “the 
general  church  is  asking  us  instead  of  our 
trying  to  beat  the  door  down,  the  GCOM 
and  probably  the  General  Conference  are 
behind  us." 

Not  interested  in  real  change 

"Usually  when  an  institution  decides  to 
do  something  on  a  ‘crisis’  basis  it  is 
willing  to  do  just  enough  to  ease  the 
situation  and  is  not  interested  in  real 
change,”  said  Dr.  Carl  A.  Fields.  New 
York,  the  researcher,  writer/  analyst  for 
the  task  force.  “When  that  is  the  case,  it 
would  be  better  not  to  do  anything  than  to 
raise  the  issues  and  then  gloss  them  over 
once  more.  But  I  was  convinced  by  the 
task  force  that  both  the  church  and  the 
ethnic  groups  are  serious.” 

Dr.  Fields  is  a  black  Presbyterian 
layman  whose  special  concern  is  helping 
institutions  develop  organizational 
systems  that  serve  people. 

The  issue  in  the  ethnic  consultation,  as 
he  sees  it,  is  whether  the  United 
Methodist  system  can  be  adjusted  to 
cater  to  the  needs  for  growth  and 
development  of  each  ethnic  minority 
local  church.  And,  can  the  church 
recognize  that  these  adjustments  are 
beneficial  to  the  continued  growth  and 
development  of  the  entire  church? 

“The  biggest  problem  U.M.  ethnics 
have  is  that  they  don’t  know  how  to 
organize  to  make  an  impact  on  the 
church,”  Dr.  Fields  observed.  “The 
church,  like  any  large  institution,  will 
only  respond  to  a  broad-based,  concerted 
effort  from  the  grass  roots.  If  every 
ethnic  group  tries  to  go  after  its  own 
piece  of  the  pie,  none  of  them  will  get 
anywhere.  Their  only  chance  is  to  stand 
together,”  he  has  been  telling  each 
group. 

Worked  with  one  exception 

That  message  and  the  strategic 
building  of  ethnic  solidarity  have  been 
implicit  in  both  the  study  document  he 
wrote  and  the  mini-consultation  process. 
It  has  worked  with  one  exception.  The 
Native  Americans  refused  to  consider 
the  document  because  it  was  written  by  a 
non-Indian  and  viewed  it  as  just  one  more 
instance  of  somebody  else  trying  to  tell 
them  what  to  think  and  do.  (While  the 
Native  Americans  have  named  their  own 
writing  team  to  develop  their  part  of  the 
study,  they  are  still  in  the  consultation 
process.) 

Building  inter-ethnic  solidarity  and 
understanding  is  particularly  important, 
Dr.  Fields  thinks,  because  church  actions 
have  tended  to  put  ethnic  groups  in 
competition  with  each  other  For 
example,  any  tangible  gains  made  by  or 
for  the  black  minority,  which  is  the 
largest,  are  equated  as  gains  for  all 
ethnic  minorities. 

That  assumption,  however,  may  be 


NEW  YORK.  (UMC)  -  Although  many 
people  may  have  given  up  on  the  in¬ 
stitutions  of  our  society,  Mrs.  Lucille 
Everhart  of  Kingwood,  W.  Va.,  chose  to 
spend  nine  of  the  last  11  days  of  her  life 
attending  a  denominational  board 
meeting. 

The  United  Methodist  laywoman  had 
been  battling  cancer  for  several  months 
and  she  succumbed  at  5  a.m.  Oct.  27  in 
the  Kingwood  Hospital,  but  not  before 
she  had  used  the  final  months  of  her  life 
as  a  lesson  in  commitment  and  witness  to 
her  faith. 

Mrs.  Everhart  had  been  a  member  of 


more  false  than  true  because  the  black 
minority  is  closer  in  form  and  style,  or 
more  ‘acculturated,”  to  the  white 
majority  than  any  other  ethnic  group. 

(Inter-ethnic  hostilities  have  surfaced 
particularly  between  the  Native 
Americans  and  Blacks  over  the 
executive  level  firing  last  spring  of  the 
Rev.  Homer  Noley,  a  Native  American, 
by  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  a  black 
executive  heading  the  National  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.) 

Two  other  big  problems 
In  addition  to  the  dangers  of  being 
divided  by  hostilities  and  competition. 
Dr.  Fields  said  the  ethnics  have  two  other 
big  problems. 

One  is  a  tendency  to  talk  only  to 
themselves.  He  told  them  to  start  acting 
out  their  role  as  full  participants  in  the 
whole  church  and  not  just  in  their  own 
communities. 

Second  is  the  problem  of  wanting 
somebody  else  to  do  for  them  what  they 
could  already  do  within  the  structure. 
“Minorities  will  be  powerless  as  long  as 
they  keep  saying  they  are.  It’s  often 
easier  to  charge  the  church  with  ‘racism 
and  discrimination'  than  to  do  the 
dreaming  and  stretegizing  and  continual 
step  by  step  pushing  toward  a  goal,”  Dr. 
Fields  told  TM/  UMR. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  ways  the 
majority  church  can  help  by  being  more 
sensitive  to  their  very  real  needs  and 
providing  some  mechanisms  “in  con¬ 
sultation  with  ethnics,”  for  meeting 
them. 

Over-riding  concern 

An  over-riding  concern  of  ethnic  local 
church  representatives  is  their  growing 
uneasiness  with  what  will  happen  to  their 
efforts.  Who  will  ‘ride  herd’  on  the  ethnic 
crisis  report  once  it  is  delivered  to  the 
GCOM?  Who  will  write  the  legislation 
and  set  the  price  tags  as  programs  are 
developed?  Will  there  be  any  ethnic 
representation  in  the  process  as  the 
report  gets  fed  into  the  bureaucratic 
mill? 

“It’s  paternalistic  and  the  ultimate  in 
‘Uncle  Tom-ism'  to  turn  it  over  to  the 
bureaucratic  white  fathers  after  the 
demise  of  the  Task  Force  in  mid- 
November,”  maintains  the  Rev.  Roy 
Sano,  Oakland,  Cal. 

He  doubts  if  the  issue  of  ethnic  em¬ 
powerment  really  fits  into  the  GCOM’s 
new-fangled  “tracking”  system  in  the 
same  way  that  the  fairly  homogeneous 
issue  of  world  hunger  is  being  trans¬ 
ferred  to  boards  and  agencies  for  im¬ 
plementation. 

Dr.  Fields  believes  these  fears  about 
implementation  of  the  goals  and 
stretegies  are  well  founded.  At  present, 
there  is  no  mechanism  providing  for 
continued  ethnic  involvement  as  these 
issues,  so  vital  to  their  destinies,  are 
being  decided. 


Woman  spends  last  days  at  church  meeting 

the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  since  1972.  Her  death  came 
less  than  48  hours  after  she  returned  to 


Kingwood  from  Atlantic  City,  N.J., 
where  she  attended  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  board  Oct.  17-25. 

Although  in  a  wheelchair,  Mrs. 
Everhart  took  her  responsibilities  as  a 
member  of  the  board  seriously.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  being  a  member  of  the  board  of 
managers,  she  served  on  the  finance 
committee  and  was  a  member  of  the 
board’s  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  and  the  Women’s  Division. 
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tv  Church,  Lake  Charles 


New  Facilities  to  be  consecrated  Nov.  23 


The  New  University  Church,  Lake  Charles. 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will  preach 
and  consecrate  the  new  $450,000  facilities 
of  University  Church,  Lake  Charles,  on 
November  23.  The  new  additions  include: 
Children’s  Building,  providing  accom¬ 
modations  for  Nursery  through  third 
grade;  a  150-car  parking  lot;  Activities 


Building,  which  will  house  gym,  fellow¬ 
ship  hall,  kitchen,  rest  rooms  and 
auxiliary  facilities;  office  wing;  remod¬ 
eled  existing  buildings  with  a  new  Music 
Department. 

University  Church  is  now  approaching 


1800  members,  and  the  new  property  will 
bring  the  total  evaluation  of  the  physical 
plant  to  over  one  million  dollars. 
Operating  budget  is  $215,000.  The  Rev. 
Kenneth  R.  Reed  is  in  his  fourth  year  as 
Senior  Minister;  and  the  Rev.  John  C. 
Holbert  is  the  Associate. 


Winan  i  Church,  Franklinton 
consecrates  new  building 


A  100-year  old  Methodist  layman,  who 
remembers  nearly  one  half  of  the 
Bicentennial  years,  was  present  in  the 
congregation  at  Winan  Church, 
Franklinton,  on  October  19,  when  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield  preached  to  an 
overflow  crowd  at  the  consecration  of  a 
new  Activities  and  Sunday  School 
building. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hart  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  for  75  years  and  is 
still  an  active  participant.  Having  been  a 
member  of  the  Hays  church  for  more 
than  three-quarters  of  a  century,  he  was 
on  hand  at  the  Winan  ceremony  to  pay 
special  tribute  to  that  church’s  progress. 


Winan  recently  started  holding  a  day 
nursery  in  their  new  $60,000  education 
building,  and  according  to  the  Rev.  Louis 
L.  Streams,  Jr.,  pastor,  this  is  proving  a 
real  benefit  to  working  mothers. 

During  the  recent  consecration  service 
three  robed  choirs  were  featured. 
Children,  youth  and  adults  all  took  part. 
In  addition  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Streams, 
the  Rev.  William  Fraser,  Hammond 
District  Superintendent,  was  also  on 
hand  for  the  ceremonies.  Taking  part 
were  the  following  members  of  the 
Building  Committee:  B.  H.  Baker,  R.  W. 
Johnson,  Lucius  Magee,  and  T.  J.  Butler, 
Sr. 


Wanted :  Choirs  | 

The  Veterans  Administration  Hospital, 
Shreveport,  is  now  scheduling  choirs  to 
carol  at  the  hospital  December  15-19. 
Choirs  and  youth  groups  interested  in 
participating  in  the  caroling  program 
should  contact  the  Chaplain’s  Office. 
(Address:  the  Rev.  Floyd  M.  Durham, 
Chaplain,  VA  Hospital,  519  East  Stoner 
Ave.,  Shreveport,  La.  71130.) 

St.  Paul’s,  Baton  Rouge 
completes  rewarding 
“We  Care”  Mission 

St.  Paul’s  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  has 
completed  a  “We  Care”  Mission,  with  the 
help  of  eight  ministers  from  throughout 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  kick-off  meeting  was  a  covered 
dish  supper,  and  from  that  time  on  the 
mission  “grew  in  spirit  and  number”  as 
it  went  through  the  week. 

The  mission  was  manned  by  the 
following  ministers:  Paul  Carroll  of  the 
Istrouma  Church,  Baton  Rouge;  James 
Stovall,  St.  Paul’s,  Monroe;  Cecil  Mims, 
of  the  Elizabeth-Hoepewell-Pine  Grove 
Charge;  Frank  Blackburn,  St.  Luke’s, 
Baton  Rouge;  J.  W.  Matthews,  First 
Church,  Plaquemine;  Robert  Carter, 
North  Baton  Rouge  Church;  Larry 
Maddin,  Francis  Asbury,  Baton  Rouge; 
and  Ned  Stout,  First  Church,  Tallulah. 


Mr.  J.  T.  (George)  Hart,  Methodist  centenarian,  is  shown  with  Bishop  Crutchfield 
in  front  of  the  new  Educational  Building  at  the  Winan  Church,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
consecration.  Members  of  the  choirs  are  also  seen  in  this  picture. 

Chaplain  a§ks  for 
Christmas  cards  for  Angola 


Chaplain  Bertrand  Griffin,  Protestant 
Chaplain  at  the  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary,  Angola,  is  asking  help  of 
interested  church  members  in  the  year- 
round  ministry  to  the  imprisoned.  He 
writes:  “Let  us  begin  this  ministry  with 
Christmas  cards.  In  the  past  few  years 
we  have  met  the  great  demand  for  these 


cards  for  distribution  through  your  most 
generous  help  and  concern  ...” 

Readers  are  urged  to  begin  now  and 
send  as  many  Christmas  cards  as 
possible  to  the  following  address:  The 
Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin,  Protestant 
Chaplain,  P.  O.  Box  62,  Angola, 
Louisiana  70712. 


Participating  ministers  in  the  St. 
Paul’s  "We  Care"  Mission. 


New  Orleans  District  announces  Laypersons  of  the  Year 


Continuing 
dedicated 
giving  needed 

Reports  from  the  office  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Treasurer  indicate  that  to  date 
giving  in  almost  all  categories  shows 
some  increase  over  a  year  ago.  However, 
in  order  to  meet  the  Conference  budget 
for  1975,  and  to  close  out  the  books  on  the 
affirmative  side,  a  continuation  of  your 
dedicated  giving  is  a  necessity. 

Particular  attention  is  called  to  the 
following  apportioned  causes  which  need 
a  boost  for  the  year-end  totals  to  be  ef¬ 
fective:  Black  College  Fund;  Annual 
Conference  Administration;  Interchurch 
Conference;  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Ministerial  Education  fund;  and  Cen¬ 
tenary  College. 

The  Conference  response  to  all  askings 
is  always  significant  both  in  terms  of 
response  and  amounts.  Again,  church 
members  are  invited  to  respond  to  the 
needs  and  commitments  which  are  so 
important  to  the  life  of  our  entire  church. 

Alexandria 
District  holds 
counseling  workshop 

A  pre-marital  counseling  workshop 
was  held  for  the  ministers  of  the 
Alexandria  District  at  First  Church, 
Natchitoches  late  this  fall,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Rev.  Brady  Forman  of 
Marksville  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Blount  of 
Lake  Charles. 

This  workshop  was  an  outgrowth  of 
planning  done  by  the  Alexandria  District 
Council,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent.  Twenty-four  ministers  from  the 
district  attended. 

Discussion  of  problems  facing  couples 
and  meeting  the  needs  brought  on  by 
these  problems  were  among  the  topics  of 
interest.  Small  groups  exchanged  ideas 
involving  various  aspects  of  marriage, 
and  a  presentation  to  the  entire  group 
was  made  concerning  new  resources 
available  in  the  area  of  counseling.  Many 
printed  aids  were  also  viewed  and 
discussed. 

Enthusiastic  participants  recom¬ 
mended  a  follow-up  session. 


Bishop’s  Message 

A  month  or  so  ago,  the  papers  carried  reports  concerning  the  tragic  Quinlan 
and  Kramer  cases,  where  the  issue  at  stake  was  whether  to  “pull  the  plug,” 
thus  ending  the  life  of  persons  who  had  become  hopeless  “vegetables”  (as  some 
say)  with  no  chance  whatsoever  for  self-conscious  living.  Arguments  were 
brought,  pro  and  con,  with  the  medical  profession  largely  committed  to 
prolonging  life.  One  can  understand  why  conscientious  doctors  would  not  want 
to  play  God  and  decide  who  should  live  and  who  should  die.  Many  of  the  medical 
people  were  joined  by  a  leading  Methodist  theologian  on  the  East  coast,  Dr. 
Thomas  B.  Oden,  whose  cogent  arguments  for  prolongation  were  the  most 
convincing  I’ve  heard.  The  issue  is  thorny,  and  decisions  cannot  be  made 
adequately  by  any  person  who  does  not  have  a  frame  of  reference  that  involves 
responsibility  to  God. 

My  own  parents  solved  this  problem  for  themselves  and  their  family  a 
number  of  years  ago  when  they  drew  up  legal  documents  specifying  when  and 
under  what  conditions  artificial  means  to  prolong  life  might  be  employed.  Thus 
they  absolved  both  the  physicians  and  their  children  in  the  event  of  the  above- 
mentioned  agonizing  situation.  It  was  a  very  thoughtful  and  responsible  thing 
for  my  father  and  mother  to  do,  for  naturally  if  such  untoward  circumstances 
should  ever  develop  in  our  family,  we  would  all  insist  on  the  sustaining  of  life  to 
the  very  end.  However,  my  parents  took  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of 
deciding  what  their  lives  would  be  and  how  they  wanted  to  live,  and  did  so  as 
deeply  committed  Christians.  My  father  is  in  his  93rd  year,  and  my  mother  is  in 
her  86th  year,  and  happily  both  are  healthy  and  doing  well.  I  pray  that  we  shall 
never  be  faced  with  the  decisions  they  mention  in  the  document  they  prepared 
for  us,  but  they  did  spare  us  the  agony  of  making  any  ultimate  decisions  our¬ 
selves.  As  in  all  things,  my  parents  took  responsibility  for  themselves.  I  salute 
them. 

It  is  something  to  think  about. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


W.R.  Irving,  Jr.  Children’s  Center 
dedicated  at  Ingleside  Church 


Methodist  Home  Hospital 
Sunday  is  December  14 

Letters  with  cards  for  requesting 
brochures  and  envelopes  for 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  Sunday, 
December  14,  have  been  mailed.  In 
the  event  that  you  have  not 
received  your  letter,  please  advise 
the  Home  immediately  at:  Box 
15109,  New  Orleans,  La.  71075. 


Dedication  of  the  W 
Children’s  Center  recently  was  held  at 
the  Ingleside  UM  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
The  Rev.  Fred  Flurry,  pastor  of  the 
church,  led  the  dedication  ceremonies, 
and  the  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  Baton 
Rouge  District  Superintendent,  preached 
the  sermon.  The  services  were  climaxed 
with  a  beautiful  presentation  in  the 
Children’s  Center. 

The  new  Children’s  Center  at  Ingleside 
was  named  in  honor  of  the  late  Rev.  W. 


The  Children's  Center. 

R.  Irving,  Jr.  R.  Irving,  Jr.  who  served  at  Ingleside 
from  1953-1960.  Under  his  leadership  the 
church  experienced  outstanding  growth 
and  expansion,  and  during  his  ministry 
the  children's  center  was  conceived, 
planned  and  built.  Members  of  the 
church  note  that  under  the  leadership  of 
the  late  Reverend  Irving  “  .  .  .  not  only 
did  the  church’s  physical  plant  increase 
in  size  and  budget  growth  .  .  .  but  we 
grew  in  faith  and  love  for  God  in  a 
closeness  and  love  for  each  other  ...” 


Ground  broken  for  new  Wesley  Church,  in  Wilson 


Laypersons  of  the  Year  have  been 
announced  in  the  New  Orleans  District, 
and  recipients  of  this  high  honor  are  Mrs. 
Truman  (Amy)  Ward,  a  member  of  St. 
Luke’s  Church,  and  George  W.  Parker, 
Jr.,  a  member  of  the  Bethany  Church. 
Both  Mrs.  Ward  and  Mr.  Parker  have  an 
impressive  array  of  achievements  which 
qualified  them  for  this  honor. 

“Amy,”  as  she  is  known  throughout  the 
district  and  Conference,  is  the  new 
President  of  United  Methodist  Women 


Ground  breaking  services  for  the  new 
site  of  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
were  held  this  fall  in  Wilson.  The 
ceremonies  were  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent,  with  the  Rev.  James  A. 
Smith,  pastor,  assisting. 

During  the  services  several  of  the 
Wesley  members  turned  over  a  spade  of 
dirt  to  mark  the  ground  breaking. 

This  photograph  (right)  shows  some  of 
the  participants  in  the  ceremonies  for  the 
new  Wesley  Church:  (1-r)  Sie 
Weatherspoon,  Lay  Leader;  the  Rev. 
James  A.  Smith,  Pastor;  Lawrence 
Terrell,  Trustee;  James  Terrell, 
Trustee;  Rodney  Haynes,  Trustee;  Jettie 
Bradford,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board;  Chris 
Weatherspoon,  Charge  Lay  Leader;  and 
the  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow. 


for  the  Louisiana  Conference.  She  has  ning  and  Development  for  Southern 
held  the  same  high  post  in  the  New  University  in  New  Orleans.  In  addition  to 
Orleans  District,  and  has  been  active  in  his  work  in  education  circles  he  has  also 
all  phases  of  work  in  her  local  church.  In  been  active  in  many  community 
addition,  she  has  been  prominently  projects,  and  has  numerous  educational  Henry  BowdonS  Celebrate 
identified  with  community  projects  and  writings  to  his  credit.  In  his  local  church  ' 

charitable  causes.  With  all  of  her  com-  he  has  actively  served  on  committees 
mitments,  she  has  always  given  first  and  commissions,  and  has  been  a 
priority  to  her  marriage  and  family.  delegate  to  the  Annual  Conference.  This 
„  ,  latest  award  is  another  in  the  long  list  of 

George  Parker  is  a  prominent  awards  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  many 
educator,  serving  as  Director  of  Plan-  organizations  which  he  has  served. 


Task  Force  meets  in  Alexandria 


Golden  Anniversary 


Milton  J.  Cook,  New  Orleans  District  Lay  Leader,  is  shown 
in  each  of  the  above  photographs  presenting  (a)  "Laywoman 


"Layman  of  the  Year ’ 


(Amy)  Ward;  and  (b) 
to  George  W.  Parker,  Jr. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr., 
who  have  50  years  of  service  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  will  ob¬ 
serve  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 
on  November  24.  In  celebration  of  their 
fifty  years  of  marriage,  a  reception  in 
their  honor  is  being  given  by  their 
children,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Bowdon.  Jr.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seaman 
A.  Mayo,  Jr.  at  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles.  The  reception  will  be  held  on 
Sunday,  November  23  from  3  -  5  P.M. 


A  special  Task  Force  appointed  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
study  and  promote  the  Spanish-Speaking 
Ministries  was  convened  by  its  chair¬ 
man,  the  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  at 
First  Church,  Alexandria  recently.  The 
Task  Force  is  made  up  of  ministers  and 
laity  from  throughout  die  conference  who 
will  give  of  their  time  and  energies  to  ac¬ 
quainting  the  conference  with  the  needs 
and  importance  of  this  work. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lawson  Lee  are  now 
directing  this  ministry  where  they  work 
as  a  team  in  giving  leadership  to  the 
Spanish-Speaking  people.  This  work  is 
centered  in  the  Felicity  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  This  is  a 
most-needed  work,  as  it  is  estimated  that 
there  are  more  than  100.000  Spanish- 

Task  Force  to 
promote  the  Span¬ 
ish-Speaking  work 
are •  shown  when 
they  met  at  First 
Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria.  Seated  (l-r) 

Mrs.  Sam  Smith, 

Shreveport;  Mrs. 

Lawson  Lee,  Rev. 

Lawson  Lee,  New 
Orleans;  Mrs.  How¬ 
ard  Carter,  Lake 
Charles.  Standing 

(l-r)  Rev.  Leon  _ _ 

Scott,  Ruston;  Rodney  Young,  Crowley;  Rev.  W.  D^Boddie.  Monroe^mcUie^iar^ 
vey  G.  Williamson,  Alexandria. 


speaking  people  in  this  metropolitan 
area.  These  people  have  chosen  to  call 
the  United  States  home,  and  it  is  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  spokesman,  “to  minister  to 
their  needs." 

Some  churches  within  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  now  supporting  this  work 
as  an  Advance  Special,  but  for  the  work 
to  provide  an  effective  ministry  and  to 
expand  its  program  and  outreach  many 
more  churches  are  needed  to  give 
financial  support,  the  Task  Group  em» 
phasizes.  It  is  the  plan  of  the  Group  to 
distribute  an  informative  brochure  ex¬ 
plaining  this  special  ministry  throughout 
the  Conference;  churches  and  organiza¬ 
tions  will  be  called  upon  to  consider  this 
ministry’  as  an  Advance  Special. 

)f 
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Capitalism-socialism  debate  is 
focused  on  the  wrong  issue 


nere  l  oiunu 

Church  missing  the  mark 


Six  weeks  ago  TM/  UMR  published  an 
article  quoting  charges  by  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  and  a  member  of 
the  denomination’s  chief  mission  agency 
that  “capitalism  is  the  devil”  in  the 
problem  of  world  hunger  (see 
TM/  UMR,  Oct.  17). 

Although  that  article  was  only  one  of 
three  reports  from  a  national  hunger 
consultation,  the  charges  prompted,  and 
have  continued  to  prompt,  a  considerable 
number  of  reader  responses. 

In  the  original  article  Dr.  Ignacio 
Castuera,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  and  Charles 
McFarren,  a  UM  missionary  to  Bolivia, 
were  reported  to  have  termed  capitalism 
“a  system  based  on  greed,”  and  a  major 
cause  of  world  hunger.  They  stated 
beliefs  that  “we  must  move  toward  some 
socialist  option  if  we  are  to  treat  the  root 
causes  of  world  hunger." 

Those  statements  were  attacked  by 
readers  in  our  “Letters  to  the  Editor” 
column  during  the  weeks  which  followed. 
Most  letter  writers  heatedly  defended 
American  capitalism,  and  pointed  to 
America’s  “track  record”  for  aiding  the 
world’s  hungry  compared  to  that  of 
socialist  nations. 

We  believe  both  sides  have  focused 
their  attention  on  the  wrong  issue.  Dr. 
Castuera  and  Mr.  McFarren  were 
correct  in  judging  capitalism  to  be  an 
imperfect  system ;  they  were  incorrect  in 
assuming  any  other  economic  system 
would  not  be  just  as  imperfect  or  more 
imperfect.  Those  who  responded  in 
letters  that  American  capitalism 
produces  more  goods  and  provides  more 
aid  for  persons  in  other  countries  than 
socialist  systems  are  correct;  they  are 
incorrect  in  conferring  upon  capitalism  a 
near  “sacred”  status. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  “Christian 
economic  system.”  Utopian  visionaries 
have  dreamed  on  paper  of  economic 
systems  which  would  reflect  the  values  of 
the  Christian  gospel.  But  all  such  utopian 
schemes  share  a  common  flaw :  they  fail 
to  take  into  account  the  universal 
fallibility  of  human  nature.  In  practice, 
all  economic  systems  are  imperfect 
because  they  are  run  by  imperfect,  sinful 
human  beings.  As  our  church’s  Social 
Principles  state,  all  economic  systems 
stand  under  the  judgment  of  God. 

The  purpose  of  any  economic  system  is 
to  provide  for  the  material  needs  of 

‘Bread  for  World’ 
worthy  of  support 

"Bread  for  the  World”  —  a  U.S. 
citizens’  movement  supported  by 
churches  and  secular  organizations 
across  the  nation  —  is  seeking  letters  to 
Congress  in  support  of  a  resolution  being 
prepared  there  on  world  hunger  (see 
TM/UMR  Nov.  14). 

The  thrust  of  the  resolution  is  to  affirm, 
as  a  nation,  the  right  of  every  person  in 
the  world  to  a  nutritionally  adequate 
diet;  this  affirmation  should  be  a 
cornerstone  of  all  American  policy  at 
home  and  overseas.  “Bread  for  the 
World”  is  asking  that  churchpersons 
write  supportive  personal  letters  to  their 
representatives  in  Congress  as  a  part  of  a 
special  Thanksgiving  offering  during 
Sundays  this  month. 

The  letters  would  be  addressed  and 
stamped  and  placed  in  offering  plates  as 
a  part  of  the  usual  Sunday  morning  of¬ 
fering. 

We  hope  that  many  United  Methodist 
individuals  and  churches  will  take  part  in 
this  worthwhile  expression  of  Christian 
concern  for  the  hungry  of  the  world 
during  the  Thanksgiving  season.  The 
document  being  prepared  is  called  the 
“Resolution  Declaring  as  National 
Policy  the  Right  to  Food”  and  is  being 
sponsored  in  both  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

You  may  write  to  your  Senator  in  care 
of  the  U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  D.C., 
20510,  and  your  Congressman  in  care  of 
the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives, 
Washington,  D.C.,  20515. 
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people  in  society.  The  concern  of 
Christians  should  be  that  an  economic 
system  provide  equitable  opportunities 
and  benefits  for  all  citizens. 

Our  nation’s  economic  system  is  an 
evolved  form  of  capitalism.  Relatively 
speaking,  it  provides  more  of  its  citizens 
with  a  more  prosperous  life  than  any 
other  system  on  earth.  Not  to  recognize 
this  is  to  ignore  the  facts.  But  American 
capitalism  is  not  without  serious  faults. 
There  is  no  denying  that  under  our 
system,  some  persons  have  much  more 
opportunity  than  others;  and  some 
persons  achieve  gains  at  the  expense  of 
others.  As  Christians,  we  should  exert 
our  influence  to  alleviate  such  inequities, 
and  to  share  the  benefits  produced  by  our 
system  with  other,  less  fortunate  people. 

There  are  also  good  and  bad  qualities 
in  other  systems.  Christians  living  in 
societies  with  other  economic  systems 
should  similarly  exert  their  influence  to 
create  equity  for  all,  and  to  share  the 
benefits  produced  by  their  systems  with 
other,  less  fortunate  people. 

While  Christians  should  seek  to  in¬ 
fluence  all  systems  to  reflect  the  values 
of  the  gospel,  we  should  always 
remember  that  economic  systems  do  not 
provide  the  ultimate  solution  to  our 
human  situation.  Try  as  we  might,  we 
cannot  create  a  system  which  will  save 
us  or  make  us  happy.  The  answer  to  our 
human  fallibility  is  God’s  grace  as 
revealed  in  Jesus  Christ.  When  we  heed 
God’s  call  to  follow  Christ,  we  become 
new  creatures.  Our  self -centered  bond¬ 
age  to  the  things  and  ways  of  the  world 
is  broken,  and  replaced  by  a  concern  for 
the  physical  and  spiritual  well-being  of 
others. 

As  Christians,  we  would  do  well  not  to 
become  preoccupied  with  an  ideological 
debate  over  the  merits  of  particular 
economic  systems.  Our  attention  always 
should  be  focused  primarily  on  sharing 
the  riches  of  the  gospel  with  other  per¬ 
sons,  and  on  influencing  our  system  and 
all  others  to  reflect  the  gospel’s  values. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  EDWARD  E.  MARCUS 

Your  editorial,  “UMC  should  help 
erase  ‘agism’  ”  (TM/  UMR,  Nov.  7) 
points  to  an  area  of  life  where  the  church, 
far  from  being  on  the  cutting  edge  of 
sensitivity  to  suffering,  even  of  its  own 
people,  is  both  backward  and  blind.  Our 
secular  society  did  not  recently  shift 
from  a  “reverence  for  age”  to  a 
“reverence  for  youth,”  nor  did  it  initiate 
that  movement.  It  was  the  church  that 
led  the  way,  long  ago,  with  its  un¬ 
balanced  emphasis  on  children  as  the  so- 
called  “future”  of  the  church. 

Because  I  have  grown  old,  I  wish  good 
to  the  members  of  the  generations  to 
come,  but  I  fear  greatly  for  them, 
because  their  lives  are  not  likely  to  be 
good  in  a  land  where  all  the  young  have  to 
look  forward  to  is  devaluation  of  their 
lives  when  they  get  older. 

Mandatory  retirement  is  merely  one  of 
the  policies  in  which  the  church  exhibits 
agism.  It  does  so  also  in  supporting  — 
though  not  very  adequately  —  in¬ 
stitutions  for  a  small  number  of  rather 
affluent  elderly  while  ignoring  the  most 
urgent  need  of  millions  of  other  old 
people  who  live  within  the  shadows  of  the 
church  steeples. 

What  need  is  this  “most  urgent”  one? 


It  is  the  need  to  go  on  surviving  to  the  end 
in  security  and  dignity  out  in  the  com¬ 
munities  of  the  land,  close  to  family  and 
old  friends  and  amid  accustomed  scenes 
—  not  to  be  wrenched  loose  from  them 
toward  the  last  to  be  consigned  to 
warehouses  for  the  dying,  because  the 
social  structures  (including  the  church) 
did  not  provide  the  minimal  humane 
support  needed  to  enable  them  to  stay  in 
their  own  homes  —  the  church  being  too 
absorbed  in  programs  for  youth  even  to 


m  m  ms 


be  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  need  on 
the  part  of  its  older  congregants. 

I  hope  that  “able  senior  citizens  from 
within  the  church”  are  going  to  be  able  to 
help  the  church  to  become  a  model  for 
the  rest  of  society,  as  the  editorial 
suggests,  but  I  suspect  that  the  able 
senior  citizens  of  the  church  have  been 
both  disfranchised  through  retirement 
and  brain-washed  by  the  disparaging 
attitude  that  it  is  the  appropriate  stance 
of  the  elderly  to  be  humbly  grateful  for 


expressions  of  pious  sentimentality  and 
content  with  a  bare  bone  of  scarcely  felt 
compassion. 

Persons  in  every  put-down  social 
group,  such  as  women  and  minorities, 
know  that  they  are  expected  to  act  ser¬ 
vile.  So  it  will  shock  many  to  realize  that 
it  is  not  the  natural  role  of  the  aged  to  be 
seen  and  not  heard;  they  must  relearn 
how  to  stand  upright  as  children  of  God 
and  have  their  humanness  seen  and 
honored. 


Mandatory  retirement  needed 


By  R.  W.  BEATTY 

The  editorial  in  the  Nov.  7  issue 
suggesting  that  the  UMC  should  help 
erase  "agism’’  is  a  short-sighted 
agreement  with  bleeding  heart  liberals 
now  trying  to  have  the  government 
provide  all  things  for  all  people,  whether 
or  not  they  have  made  any  effort  on  their 
own. 

For  about  40  years,  mandatory 
retirement  from  an  active  working  life  at 
age  65  has  been  assumed  to  be  a  good 
thing.  Most  people  reaching  that  age 
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now,  and  in  the  past  10  years,  have  had 
many  years  of  pre-warning  of  what  to 
expect  at  age  65.  A  large  majority  of 
those  people,  if  they  were  willing  to 
accept  their  individual  responsibility  to 
prepare  for  their  retirement  years,  had 
ample  time  and  opportunity  to  do  so  if 
they  wished. 

I  retired  “voluntarily”  at  age  59,  even 
though  I  had  suffered  no  emotional, 
mental  or  physical  disability.  I  honestly 
believe  that  I  was  as  fully  competent  as 
ten  years  earlier.  I  fully  enjoyed  last  day 
I  worked,  so  I  had  no  problems  with 
frustration,  stress  or  pressure  of  “the  rat 
race.” 

During  most  of  my  working  years  we 
drove  a  low  priced  car,  and  lived  in  a 
house  easily  affordable  at  my  income 
level.  Our  children  vacationed  with  the 
family  each  summer  rather  than  at¬ 
tending  expensive,  exclusive  camps,  and 
they  walked  to  high  school,  rather  than 
each  having  a  car. 

We  had  a  normal  amount  of  illness  and 
some  family  tragedy.  We  made  and  paid 
reasonably  generous  pledges  to  our 
church  each  year.  In  addition  to  paying 
Social  Security  taxes  and  contributions  to 
a  company  sponsored  annuity  program, 
we  saves  some  for  a  rainy  day.  When 
retirement  came  we  could  face  it  without 
financial  qualms. 


While  I  had  no  deeply  engrossing1 
hobbies  or  preparation  for  retirement  by 
some  social  planner,  the  past  five  years 
have  been  the  happiest  and  fullest  of  my 
life.  I  do  what  I  want,  when  I  want,  and 
am  beholden  to  no  one.  If  complete 
satisfaction  with  life  in  retirement  is  a 
sin,  mine  is  so  great  that  there  is  no  hope 
of  salvation  for  me. 

Most  retirees  that  I  have  talked  with 
feel  the  same  as  I  do.  I  believe  that  the 
church  has  much  more  important  jobs 
than  to  dabble  at  supporting  some 
sociologist’s  unproven  theory  that  man¬ 
datory  retirement  is  discriminatory. 
Every  time  a  new  type  of  discriminator 
is  alleged,  it  results  in  an  expanded 
bureaucracy  set  up  to  eliminate  it. 

While  I  am  not  a  dedicated  church¬ 
goer,  I  read  every  issue  of  TM/  UMR 
with  interest,  particularly  the  editorial 
page.  • 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  column  presents  two  ar¬ 
ticles  on  the  issue  of  mandatory 
retirement  practices.  The  first  article  is 
written  by  Edward  E.  Marcus,  a  layman 
from  Chicago,  III.,  and  the  second  article 
is  written  by  R.  W.  Beatty,  a  layman 
from  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 


Proposal  for  church- wide  sexuality  study  debated 


To  the  Editor: 

To  the  October  31  article  “Human 
sexuality  study  needed,  says  church  and 
society  board,”  I  must  reply, 
“Hogwash!” 

This  study  and  any  monies  involved  is 
a  waste,  a  gigantic  sin,  and  cannot  expect 
blessing  from  God.  Satan  will  wink  his 
eye. 

This  study  will  serve  to  blank  out  or 
outlaw  the  sections  of  the  Holy  Bible 
which  clearly  speak  out  against  the  acts 
of  homosexuality.  Is  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  coming  out  with  a 
self-styled  version  of  the  Bible?  Perhaps 
these  folks  will  suggest  blindfolds  while 
reading  God’s  deliberate  words  con¬ 
cerning  homosexuality. 

This  out  and  out  affront  to  the  holiness 
of  God  surely  must  stir  up  even  the  most 
unconcerned  pew-sitter  in  all  United 
Methodist  churchland!  It  is  no  wonder 
our  world  is  caught  in  a  web  of  damning 

confusion!  __  ... 

Marge  Hooton 
Street,  Maryland 

Human  sexuality 
study  is  needed 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  repeatedly  disappointed  by 
your  negative  position  on  homosexuality, 
but  have  viewed  it  as  understandable  in 
light  of  the  fact  that  until  fairly  recently, 
even  racism  was  acceptable  among 
Methodists.  However,  your  October  10th 
editorial,  “Human  sexuality:  not  ‘top 
priority’,”  was  truly  distressing.  It’s  one 
thing  to  oppose  equal  opportunity  for  the 
members  of  a  struggling  minority,  but 
it’s  quite  another  to  discourage  dialogue 
on  the  subject.  The  effect  of  your  op¬ 
position  to  a  churchwide  study  of  human 
sexuality,  coupled  with  your  negative 
position  on  homosexuality,  is  to  lock  out 
gay  men  and  women  from  significant 
participation  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Perhaps  that  is  your  intention. 

What  I  hope  would  emerge  from  such  a 
study  is  a  statement  of  just  what  kinds  of 
sexual  practices  are  acceptable  among 
Methodists.  For  example,  a  “Playboy 
Philosophy”  type  of  heterosexual 
lifestyle  is  currently  unacceptable,  and  I 
don’t  expect  (or  even  hope)  that  it  or  the 
equivalent  homosexual  lifestyle  would 
ever  be  acceptable.  Nonetheless,  that 
doesn’t  necessarily  mean  that  all  types  of 
homosexual  expression  must  forever  be 
condemned.  Perhaps  sexual  relations  be¬ 
tween  two  men  or  two  women  who  had 
made  a  commitment  to  each  other 
regarding  a  long-term  relationship  could 
be  looked  upon  with  approval,  or  perhaps 
not.  But  we’ll  never  know  unless  the 
subject  is  discussed  in  an  organized  way 
at  a  meaningful  level,  i.e.  nationally  .  .  . 
unless,  of  course,  you’ve  already  had 
enough  of  gay  concerns. 

Many  times  I  have  complimented  the 
editors  of  this  newspaper  for  allowing 
controversial  subjects  to  be  discussed 
fully  on  its  pages.  In  this  instance, 
however,  I  must  express  my  distress  as 
well  as  my  disillusionment,  and  hope  that 
you  will  change  your  mind  on  the  relative 
importance  of  human  sexuality. 

Richard  Gayer 

San  Francisco,  California 

Church  and  Society 
position  is  * absurd ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Board  Church  and  Society  has 
voted  to  petition  the  General  Conference 
to  study  human  sexuality  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $320,000.  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  31). 
Although  realizing  that  this  board  has 


always  been  a  little  weird,  this  is  absurd! 

If  the  delegates  to  General  Conference 
are  duped  into  passing  this,  perhaps  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  can  put 
their  findings  into  a  best  selling  book: 
“Everything  United  Methodists  Always 
Knew  About  Sex,  But  Were  too  Judicious 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 

Hiring  policies  are 

reverse  discrim  ination 

To  the  Editor: 

Help  us  to  register  a  loud  voice  of 
protest.  We  have  had  enough.  In 
reference  to  the  church’s  board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  their  search  for  a 
replacement  for  Dr.  Dudley  Ward,  your 
article  by  Sharon  Mielke  in  the  TM/UMR, 
October  31,  the  article  stated.  “Members 
reaffirmed  their  previous  mandate  that 
the  new  general  secretary  be  either  an 
ethnic  person  or  a  woman.” 

We  have  been  struggling  for  years  to 
let  people  be  people  with  no  sexual  and  no 
racial  discrimination,  and  these  jokers 
who  keep  insisting  on  reverse 
discrimination  are  making  it  all  the  more 
harder.  A  Christian  is  a  Christian  and  let 
it  be,  and  a  Methodist  is  a  Methodist. 
Please,  please  let  us  cut  out  this  nonsense 
in  specifying  the  sex  and  race  of  job 
applicants.  God  help  uf  if  we  do  not 
finally  see  the  light. 

W.  M.  McCutcheon 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

Thanks  for  article 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  including  your  article  on 
Bishop  Armstrong’s  Indianapolis  ad¬ 
dress  on  “issues  vs.  persons.” 
(TM/  UMR,  Nov.  7). 

That  last  sentence  is  such  a  good 
“testube”  for  all  our  attitudes  and 
responses. 

Mrs.  Luke  Turnbough 
Edina,  Missouri 

Panama  Canal  should 
stay  u'ith  United  States 
To  the  Editor: 

The  October  31,  1975  issue  of 

TM/  UMR  contained  an  opinion  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  that  the  1903  treaty  with 
Panama  is  an  “Immoral  Treaty.”  The 
implication  being  that  the  Canal  should 
be  donated  free  of  charge  to  Panama 
where  it  would  rapidly  fall  under  Soviet 
control. 

I  can  see  nothing  “immoral”  about  a 
treaty  which  provided  for  cleaning  up  a 
malaria  ridden  jungle,  destroying  in¬ 
fected  mosquitoes,  building  a  permanent 
waterway  between  two  Oceans,  which 
has  been  available  to  the  vessels  of  all  the 
nations  in  the  world  without  restriction, 
payment  of  a  generous  rental  and  share 
of  revenues  to  Panama  (which  provided 
nothing  except  a  useless  swamp  and 
jungle),  and  providing  protection  which 
assured  uninterrupted  operation  of  the 
waterway,  free  from  political  and 
military  interference. 

An  immorality  would  result  if  the 
Canal  were  to  be  given  to  Panama  where 
it  would  rapidly  fall  under  control  of  the 
Soviet  Union  (or  its  agents).  Its  use 
would  be  restricted  to  the  situations 
which  would  be  favorable  to  the  com¬ 
munist  objective  of  global  conquest. 
Passage  to  vessels  of  the  free  world 
would  be  denied  by  pretext,  evasion, 
trickery,  and  military  force,  by  com¬ 
munist  rebels. 

The  leftist  Global  Board  of  Ministries 
and  Council  of  Churches  has  long 


espoused  communists  objectives 
throughout  the  world.  Objectives  which 
have  resulted  in  communists  bloodbaths 
in  Africa,  takeover  of  South  Vietnam  by 
communists  military  might  in  violation 
of  treaty  agreements,  and  now,  “Give 
away  the  Canal.” 

The  area  through  which  the  canal 
passes  should  be  restored  to  its  original 
condition  if  it  is  returned  to  Panama. 
That  is,  1.  Fill  in  the  land  cuts. 
2.  Replant  the  jungle.  3.  Reintroduce 
malaria  mosquitoes.  3.  Withdraw  all 
revenues  to  Panama.  And  finally  send 
the  Global  Board  of  Ministries  down 
there  to  make  any  kind  of  treaty  they 
want  to.  “A  permanent  assignment!” 

P.  W.  Slocum 
Santa  Ana,  California 

Why  speak  to  women? 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  T.  Otto  Nall’s  advice  to  women 
bishops-to-be  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  17) 
speaks  of  many  years  of  trials  and  joys 
that  he  has  experienced  as  a  bishop  of  our 
oft-time  confusing  church.  His  insights 
would  go  as  well  for  pastors  and  other 
leaders  in  the  church  as  for  bishops. 

I  do  wonder,  however,  why  the  bishop 
expressed  his  remarks  to  women  when 
there  are  no  women  bishops  as  of  this 
writing?  Has  he  also  given  the  same 
advice  in  the  public  media  to  his  male 
counterparts? 

Harry  W.  Hallman 

Bridgewater,  Massachusetts 

Editorial  position 
compared  to  abortion 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  October  24  editorial  on  “pulling 
the  plug,”  you  said:  “Primary  among 
these  considerations  is  our  Judeo- 
Christian  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  human 
life,  created  as  it  is  ‘in  God’s  image.’  In 
this  understanding,  an  individual  does 
not  have  the  absolute  right  and  final 
jurisdiction  over  his  own  bodily  life, 
much  less  the  lives  of  others.  Our  lives 
belong  not  to  us,  but  to  God." 

I  couldn’t  have  said  it  better  on  my 
anti-abortion  stand. 

John  W.  Darr 

Laughlintown,  Pennsylvania 

TM/UMR  is  mixed 
up  in  its  concerns 
To  the  Editor: 

This  paper,  as  the  church’s  official 
publication  in  Florida,  is  in  my  opinion, 
constantly  mixing  up  its  social  concern 
priorities  when  selecting  topics  for 
discussion  and  publication. 

Recent  issues  of  your  publication  have 
carried  an  abundance  of  articles  which, 
by  their  tone,  slant  and  prominence  seem 
to  call  for  sympathy  and/  or  acceptance 
of  homosexuality.  Other  articles  seem  to 
play  up  attacks  on  our  basic  American 
institutions  such  as  a  recent  article  which 
publicized  a  church  women's  group  at¬ 
tack  of  the  FBI.  I  could  go  on  ad 
nauseam. 

It  would  seem  to  me  that  with  V5  of  the 
peoples  of  the  earth  and  Vi  of  the  land 
surface  of  the  globe  languishing  under 
the  yoke  of  godless  communist  dic¬ 
tatorships,  that  sooner  or  later  the 
Methodist  press  would  point  out  that  the 
tenets  of  communism  represent  the  very 
antithesis  of  the  principles  of 
Chrisitanity.  Why  not  just  once  remind 
your  readers  that  Marxist-Leninist 
dogma  teaches  all  communists  to 
believe,  among  other  things  that: 
“Nature  is  all  —  there  is  no  God.  The 
body  is  all  —  there  is  no  Soul.  All 
religions  are  false  and  harmful  —  they 


must  be  destroyed.” 

At  the  April  1972  General  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  not  one  resolution  was  passed 
condemning  the  persecution  of 
Christians  and  other  practicing 
religionists  in  communist  controlled 
countries. 

If  the  Methodist  press  does  not  face  up 
to  its  responsibilities,  I  doubt  very  much 
if  the  United  Methodist  Church  will  allow 
even  a  discussion  of  the  persecution  of 
Christians  in  communist  lands  at  its  next 
General  Conference  in  Portland,  Oregon 
in  April  1976.  It  would  appear,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  homosexuality  will  be  a 
prominent  topic  for  discussion  at  that 
conference. 

I  have  been  a  active  Methodist  for 
more  than  fifty  years  and  am  becoming 
more  and  more  disillusioned. 

Herman  O.  Bly 
Fort  Myers,  Florida 

TM/UMR  appreciated 
in  spite  of  disagreement 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  just  in  the  process  of  reading  the 
November  7  edition  of  the  TM/UMR.  In 
the  process  I  was  again  reminded  of  how 
much  I  enjoy  and  appreciate  this 
publication. 

Of  course,  there  are  times  when  con¬ 
tent  and  editorial  position  are  not  the 
same  as  mine  although  these  are  a 
minority  of  instances.  But  over -all  from 
week  to  week,  I  find  myself  looking 
forward  with  eager  anticipation,  reading 
with  interest  and  gaining  information 
and  inspiration  from  my  reading. 

I  am,  of  course,  particularly  interested 
in  the  current  discussion  about  the 
Methodist  position  on  the  alcohol  traffic. 
I  have  written  and  had  published  two  or 
three  letters  to  you  on  this  subject.  But  I 
find  the  whole  publication  to  be  to  me  one 
of  the  most  important  and  effective 
forms  of  communication  in  our  church 
today.  Harry  W.  Beardsley 

West  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
Lay  leader  position 
important  to  church 

To  the  Editor: 

You  recently  printed  a  letter  ex¬ 
pressing  the  opinion  that  the  office  of  lay 
leader  in  the  local  church  is  no  longer  of 
value  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  14),  and  it  is  to 
this  opinion  that  I  wish  to  react. 

The  lay  leader  of  my  pastoral  charge  is 


an  excellent  example  of  the  kind  of 
contribution  the  right  kind  of  lay  leader 
can  make  to  his  church  and  his  pastor, 
Here  are  a  few  examples:  (1)  Several 
months  ago,  illness  prevented  me  from 
filling  my  pulpit  on  two  Sundays.  As  soon 
as  I  knew  I  would  be  unable  to  participate 
in  the  worship  service,  I  called  our  lay 
leader  and  asked  that  he  make  the 
necessary  preparations  for  the  worship 
services.  I  could  then  rest  with  the 
assurance  that  the  matter  was  in  capable 
hands  and  all  reports  I  received  in¬ 
dicated,  that  my  confidence, was  more 
than  justified.  (2)  On  several  occasions,  I 
have  asked  this  lay  leader’s  opinion 
concerning  a  possible  course  of  action. 
On  a  number  of  occasions  I  have  avoided 
pitfalls  by  heeding  his  advice.  Also,  he 
has  drawn  upon  his  years  of  service  in 
this  church  to  project  the  various 
reactions  a  certain  course  of  action 
would  generate.  These  projections  have 
always  been  accurate  and  they  are 
helpful.  (3)  On  our  recent  Laity  Day,  our 
lay  leader  secured  an  excellent  lay 
speaker,  planned  the  worship  service  and 
led  it  in  an  admirable  style. 

The  office  of  lay  leader  can  be  a 
valueless  office  if  the  wrong  person  fills 
the  office  and  if  neither  the  pastor  nor  the 
lay  leader  realizes  the  contribution  this 
office  can  make.  I  am  convinced  that 
rather  than  abolishing  the  office  of  lay 
leader,  we  should  seek  ways  to  develop 
the  possibilities  of  the  office. 

Byron  Boyett 

Kirbyville,  Texas 


We’re 

aiming 


[ 


CHRISTMAS  CARDS 


2  Boxes  $1.50 
Scripture  Text 
Free  Poem  Book  —  1 975 
Card  Folder 
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urcpLoi&e  an  dSiLr  Cros 
$14.95  Postpaid 

This  attractive  cross  is  handmade  by  Navajo 
Indian  silversmiths  of  Western  New  Mexico 
and  set  with  a  genuine  turquoise  stone.  The 
actual  s  lie  Is  approx  i  mately  21-4x13-4  inches, 
though,  as  with  all  handmade  items,  some 
variation  will  occur.  They  are  available  by 
mail  from  El  Gringo  Galleries.  Taos,  N.M. 
•7571.  Send  check  or  money  order. 


for 
100% 


Since  Jan.  1,  1975  our  aim  has 
been  dead  center.  We  want  to  hit 
100%  by  Dec.  31.  You  can  help 
achieve  these  goals.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  dollar 
targets  for 

•  World  Service  •  Ministerial 
Education  e  Black  Colleges  e 
Temporary  General  Aid  and 
other  apportioned  benev¬ 
olence  funds. 

Local  churches  also  have  dollar 
targets  for  these  causes. 

In  the  remaining  months  of  1975 
help  your  church  reach  or  exceed 
its  goal. 

Every  dollar  translates  into 
programs  that  minister  to  persons 
in  need  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


A 


For  answers  lo 
questions  or  printed  and 
AV  help,  write: 

United  Methouist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  III.  60201 
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President  Ford  selects  scriptures 
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NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  “Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine 
heart,  and  lean  not  unto  thine  own  understanding.  In  all  thy 
ways  acknowledge  Him  and  He  shall  direct  thy  paths." 
(Proverbs  3:5-6) 

These  verses  were  on  the  p  which  President  Ford's 
Bible  was  opened  when  he  took  the  oath  of  office  last  year. 
They  are  from  one  of  his  favorite  Scripture  portions,  and 
are  among  16  selections  he  has  suggested  that  Americans 
read  during  National  Bible  Week. 

The  President  selected  the  passages  in  response  to  a 
request  from  the  Laymen's  National  Bible  Committee, 
which  is  sponsoring  the  Bible  Week  observance,  Nov.  23-30. 

Most  of  the  selections  deal  with  personal  guidance.  Some 
are  particularly  familiar  to  Christians,  such  as  the  parable 
of  the  prodigal  son,  Luke  15:11-24,  the  “love  chapter”  of 
Paul's  first  letter  to  the  Corinthians  (Chapter  13),  and  the 
popular  John  3:16.  (“For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  He 
gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.”) 

Sunday:  Proverbs  3:1-7,  I  Corinthians  13;  Mondav: 
Jeremiah  9:23-24,  James  1:2-5; 

Tuesday:  Lamentations  3:21-26,  Luke  15:11-24;  Wed¬ 
nesday:  Joshua  1:6-9,  Romans  8:35-39; 

Thursday:  II  Chronicles  1:7-12,  Philippians  3:13-14; 
Friday:  Psalms  37:4-5,  Ephesians  3:13-21; 

Saturday:  Proverbs  15:1-4,  John  3:16-21;  Sunday:  Psalms 
139:23-24,  II  Peter  1:2-8. 


The  Bible  of  the  Revolution,  left  above,  remains  the  only 
Bible  ever  pt-inted  with  official  Congressional  authorization. 
The  Philadelphia  printer  Robert  Aitken,  right  below,  was 
authorized  to  publish  a  complete  English-language  Bible. 


Colonial  Bible  shortage  was 
urgent  problem  for  patriots 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


The  American  Revolution  was 
'  urtdsr '  way  and  a  newborn  nation 
struggled  toward  freedom.  A  century 
and  a  half  had  passed  since  the 
Pilgrims  arrived,  but  no  English- 
language  Bible  had  yet  been  published 
in  America  (John  Eliot,  a  Puritan 
missionary  to  the  Indians,  produced 
an  Algonquin-language  Bible  in  1663). 
Now  the  shipment  of  Bibles  from 
Europe  had  been  shut  off. 

To  Americans,  this  dearth  of  Bibles 
was  a  matter  of  such  urgency  that  it 
was  brought  before  the  Continental 
Congress  in  1777.  Despite  the  war,  the 
problem  became  the  subject  of  a  long, 
grueling  debate.  Importing  the 
equipment  and  materials  to  print  a 
Bible  in  America  would  be  too  costly, 
a  Congressional  committee  found. 
After  much  study,  a  resolution  to 


purchase  20,000  Bibles  from  Holland 
was  presented  and  was  finally  carried 
by  one  deciding  vote. 

In  the  meantime,  a  Philadelphia 
printer  named  Robert  Aitken 
published  a  small  New  Testament. 
After  long  consideration,  Congress 
officially  authorized  Aitken  to  publish 
a  complete  English-language  Bible. 
With  the  war  raging  on,  Aitken’s  task 
was  not  easy.  Legend  has  it  that  at  one 
time  he  had  to  evacuate  all  his 
materials  from  Philadelphia  and  bury 
them  under  a  barn  to  prevent  British 
troops  from  destroying  them. 
Nevertheless,  the  Aitken  Bible  was  at 
last  completed  in  1782,  a  modest  book 
printed  on  paper  manufactured  in 
Pennsylvania.  It  remains  the  only 
Bible  ever  printed  with  official 
Congressional  authorization. 


From  News  Releases 

NAIROBI. Delegates  to  the  Fifth 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  opening  here  Nov.  23,  will  face 
both  problems  and  opportunities  as  they 
debate  the  central  theme  “Jesus  Christ 
Frees  and  Unites.” 

Dr.  Robert  McAfee  Brown,  professor 
Religious  Studies  at  Stanford  University, 
keynote  speaker  for  the  assembly,  said, 
“Nairobi  will  create  an  opportunity  .  .  . 
for  Christians  of  both  the  affluent  nations 
and  the  Third  World  to  discover  that  their 
commitment  to  the  global  community 
that  is  the  church  must  be  deeper  than 
their  commitment  to  their  national  or 
class  or  racial  communities.”  (See 
TM/UMR  Sept.  12,  1975). 

(TM/  UMR  readers  will  receive  on  the 
spot  news  coverage  of  this  historic 
meeting  from  editor  and  general 
manager  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  who 
will  be  attending  the  Fifth  Assembly.) 

Four  of  the  six  major  addresses  at  the 
Assembly  will  be  made  by  world 
Methodists.  Prime  Minister  Michael  N. 
Manley  of  Jamaica,  a  layman  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbean,  will 
discuss  the  Christian  gospel  and  social 
issues. 

Bishop  Mortimer  Arias  of  Bolivia  will 
speak  on  evangelism;  Prof.  Charles 
Birch,  an  Australian  biologist,  will 
discuss  human  survival  in  the  scientific 
world;  and  U.  S.  theologian  John 
Deschner  will  address  the  Assembly  on 
Christian  unity. 

Orthodox  charge  “imbalance” 

One  problem  is  the  virtually  universal 
Orthodox  view  that  the  World  Council 
puts  too  much  emphasis  on  social  and 
political  issues. 

A  group  of  American  Eastern  Orthodox 
theologians  have  accused  WCC  leaders  of 
“conscious”  one-sidedness  in  selecting 
evils  to  be  condemned  in  study  papers  for 
the  Council’s  Fifth  Assembly. 

,  The  Orthodox  Theological  Society  of 
.America  claims  that  the  Assembly 
iadvance  documents  “severely”  and 
"‘relentlessly”  expose  the  evils  of  West¬ 
ern  societies  but  ignore  Marxist  repres¬ 
sion  and  political  excesses  in  the 
So-called  Third  World. 

While  U.S.  Orthodox  groups  are  rela¬ 
tively  small,  Orthodoxy  forms  the  largest 
, single  confessional  family  in  the  World 
Council,  made  up  of  271  individual 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  Churches. 

!  It  is,  however,  uniquely  American 
:Orthodox  in  its  blast  at  the  WCC  for  what 
:is  often  called  “imbalance”  on  East-West 
.matters.  The  Orthodox  Churches  of 
Eastern  Europe  clearly  do  not  want  the 
World  Council  to  say  anything  critical 
;about  Communist  societies. 

Fixed  date  for  Easter? 

A  recommendation  will  be  proposed  at 
:  Nairobi  that  all  member  churches  adopt 
the  Sunday  following  the  second  Satur¬ 
day  in  April  as  the  date  for  celebrating 
the  feast  of  the  Resurrection.  The 
;  practice  might  begin  in  1977  when,  even 
according  to  the  old  way  of  calculating 
the  observance  (derived  from  lunar 
. movements),  this  would  be  the  date. 


The  suggestion  of  a  fixed  date  for 
Easter  came  up  in  the  early  days  of  the 
ecumenical  movement  and  received 
fresh  impetus  during  the  Second  Vatican 
Council  when  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  said  it  would  accept  a  fixed  date 
if  all  churches  agreed. 

Since  Eastern  Orthodox  churches  use  a 
calendar  different  from  the  Occident, 
they  arrive  at  a  different  date  than 
Western  churches. 

WCC  in  financial  crisis 

The  ecumenical  organization  is  con¬ 
fronting  a  financial  crisis  that  may  result 
in  a  1976  “shortfall”  of  $988,000  unless 
drastic  budget  cuts  are  made. 

Originally,  the  World  Council  had 
planned  a  $3.1  million  budget  for  1976. 
But  forseeable  income  was  only  $2.1 
million. 


The  Fifth  Assembly  will  bring  together 
2,300  persons,  747  delegates  from  the 
Council’s  271  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
member  churches,  plus  fraternal 
delegates,  observers,  guests,  stewards 
and  staff. 

Much  of  the  18-day  Assembly  will  be 
spent  in  80  to  100  working  groups  that  will 
examine  the  theme  through  discussion, 
Bible  study  and  other  means. 

Delegates  will  come  from  100  coun¬ 
tries.  By  geographic  regions,  Western 
Europe  will  have  the  most  delegates,  155; 
followed  by  North  America.  153;  Africa! 
116;  Eastern  Europe,  109;  Asia,  106; 
Australia  and  the  Pacific,  45;  Middle 
East,  30;  Latin  America,  24;  and 
Caribbean,  11. 

A  corps  of  120  advisers  will  include  10 
Roman  Catholics  and  10  representatives 
of  conservative  Christian  churches. 


the  church  today 


AMU  awarded  ‘blue  ribbon’  for 
financial  recovery 

ANCHORAGE  —  Alaska  Methodist 
University  trustees  heard  encouraging 
news  at  the  recent  meeting  and 
ceremony  which  officially  inaugurated 
Robert  K.  Dellenbach  as  the  fourth 
president  of  the  school.  Officials  released 
figures  that  indicated  the  goal  of  400  full¬ 
time  “equivalency”  students  necessary 
for  financial  solvency  had  been  sur¬ 
passed.  This  fall’s  enrollment  of  full  and 
part-time  students  has  reached  412. 

An  editorial  in  the  Anchorage  Sunday 
Times  awarded  a  “blue  ribbon”  to  the 
school  and  commented:  “By  any 
measurement,  that’s  a  superior  result  for 
an  institution  that  a  year  ago  had 
received  the  last  rites  and  was  half  way 
through  the  burial  service." 

One  of  only  two  four-year  universities 
in  the  state,  the  United  Methodist-related 
school  almost  collapsed  financially  until 
the  state  legislature  passed  several 
measures  last  spring  which  enabled 
AMU  to  stay  open  and  stabilize  its 
financial  condition. 

Church  believed  to  have 
opportunity  in  NYC  crisis 
NEW  YORK  —  The  churches  and 
religious  institutions  of  New  York  City 
have  opportunities  for  serving  and  in¬ 
fluencing  the  city  in  and  beyond  the 
current  crisis,  Dr.  David  Randolph, 
senior  minister  of  Christ  Church  UMC 
here,  declared  in  his  Nov.  9  sermon. 

Following  the  service,  the  Council  on 
Ministries  sponsored  a  discussion  on 
ways  the  church  might  serve,  such  as 
encouraging  volunteer  action  and 
sharing  in  supplying  vital  services. 

The  church’s  council  also  is  asking  that 
United  Methodists  outside  of  New  York 
(1)  seek  to  understand  the  seriousness  of 
the  issues,  (2)  get  acquainted  with  the 
facts,  (3)  don’t  allow  yourself  to  be 
motivated  by  those  seeking  personal 
political  gain,  and  (4)  pray  for  the  people 


of  New  York  and  for  the  legislatures  who 
must  now  make  decisions. 

U.M.  Bicentennial  center’s 
Jan.  1  opening  announced 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  -  The  Jan.  1, 
1976,  opening  of  the  United  Methodist 
Bicentennial  Visitors  Center  at  100 
Maryland  Ave.,  N.E.,  was  announced 
here  in  late  October  by  three  sponsoring 
agencies:  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  and  the  Episcopal  Office  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference. 

Located  on  Capitol  Hill  in  the  United 
Methodist  Building  which  is  just  across 
the  street  from  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
visitors  center  will  be  in  the  mainstream 
of  bicentennial  traffic. 

“The  purpose  of  the  center  is  to  in¬ 
terpret  the  relationship  of  our  faith  to 
freedom.”  said  the  Rev.  Warren  R. 
Ebinger,  staff  coordinator.  “It  will 
translate  the  involvement  and  con¬ 
tributions  of  our  church  from  the  earliest 
days  of  our  nation  through  its  develop¬ 
ment  and  into  its  future.” 

Crusade  scholarship  fund 
income  highest  in  10  years 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodism’s 
Crusade  Scholarship  Program,  which 
has  been  suffering  a  financial  squeeze, 
may  receive  as  much  as  $500,000  from 
last  month’s  World  Communion  offering, 
its  highest  income  in  10  years,  a  crusade 
staffperson  said  here. 

That  amount  would  exceed  last  year’s 
income  by  nearly  $100,000,  according  to 
administrative  assistant  Ms.  Robin 
Fenchel,  who  emphasized  that  the  figure 
is  still  only  a  projection.  Accurate  figures 
are  not  yet  available,  she  said. 

Furthermore,  she  noted,  because  of 
rising  costs  of  education  the  crusade  is 
currently  operating  on  a  $110,000  deficit. 
An  increase  would  only  help  offset  the 
deficit,  not  increase  the  number  of 
graduate-level  scholarships  available. 
However,  “this  would  be  a  hopeful  first 
step,"  she  said. 


Church  leaders  decry  passage  of 
United  Nations  Zionism  resolution 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  Council  of 
Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
was  among  national  and  world  church 
leaders  who  have  deplored  the  recent 
resolution  passed  by  the  United  Nations 
General  Assembly  which  equated 
Zionism  with  racism. 

Calling  the  U.N.  resolution  “one¬ 
sided,”  the  United  Methodist  bishops 
meeting  in  New  Orleans  urged  President 
Gerald  Ford  and  the  U.S.  Congress  not  to 
over-react  by  withholding  support  of  the 
United  Nations  or  by  initiating  “punitive 
action  that  will  intensify  the  plight  of 
desperate  and  hungry  persons  in  the 
Third  World  nations  involved.” 

Dr.  Philip  A.  Potter,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
Geneva,  declared  the  organization’s 
“unequivocal  opposition  to  the  equation 
of  Zionism  with  racism,”  and  said  the 
U.N.  action  was  a  matter  of  deep  concern 
to  the  WCC. 

Dr.  Potter,  a  Methodist  layperson, 
appealed  to  “all  the  parties  involved  in 
the  Middle  East  conflict  and  to  the  U.N. 
to  concentrate  on  implementing  all  the 
pertinent  U.N.  resolutions  on  the  Middle 


East  and  to  find  urgently  ways  to  enable 
the  Palestinian  people  to  achieve  their 
legitimate  rights  to  nationhood  and 
statehood  while  recognizing  the  right  of 
the  State  of  Israel  to  exist  peacefully 
within  internationally  agreed  boun¬ 
daries.” 

Regarding  the  nature  of  Zionism,  the 
WCC  general  secretary  said  it  is  “a 
complex  historical  process,  expressing 
many  different  aspirations  of  the  Jewish 
people  over  the  years  and  is  subject  to 
many  understandings  and  .in¬ 
terpretations.”  None  of  these,  he  added, 
“can  properly  be  used  to  condemn 
Zionism  as  racism.” 

Dr.  Potter  pointed  out  that  in  1967,  a 
UNESCO  document  had  defined  racism 
as  “anti-social  beliefs  and  acts  which  are 
based  on  the  fallacy  that  discriminatory 
intergroup  relations  are  justifiable  on 
biological  grounds.” 

The  UNESCO  statement  also  said  that 
“racism  falsely  claims  that  there  is  a 
scientific  basis  for  arranging  groups 
hierarchically  in  terms  of  psychological 
and  cultural  characteristics  that  are 
immutable  and  innate.  In  this  way  it 
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U.M.  bishops  speak 
against  U.N.  action 
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NEW  ORLEANS  —  Deploring  the  one¬ 
sided  resolution  which  condemned 
“Zionism  as  a  form  of  racism”  passed  by 
the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
last  week,  the  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States 


problems,  and  that  the  presence  of  the 
United  States  in  that  body  is  essential  to 
the  relative  stability  of  the  global 
community;  and 

“(2)  to  refuse  to  initiate  any  form  of 
punitive  action  that  will  intensify  the 
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issued  the  following  statement  that  was  plight  of  desperate  and  hungry  persons  in 
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Theme  to  be  ‘Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites  ’ 

World  Council  assembly  opens  Sunday 
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sent  to  President  Gerald  Ford,  the  State 
Department  and  the  U.  S.  Congress. 

“On  November  10,  1975,  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  United  Nations,  by  a 
vote  of  72-35  (with  32  abstensions)  con¬ 
demned  Zionism  “as  a  form  of  racism 
and  racial  discrimination.”  The  reaction 
in  the  United  States  has  been  sharp  and 
volatile.  Prominent  and  influential 
voices  have  called  for  a  punitive 
response  against  the  bloc  of  nations 
voting  for  the  resolution,  suggesting  that 
grain  for  the  hungry  in  those  countries  be 
denied  them  and  that  foreign  aid  be  cut 
off.  It  has  been  suggested  further  that  we 
withhold  substantial  financial  support 
from  the  United  Nations  or  that  we  with¬ 
draw  altogether. 

“The  bishops  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  United  States  deplore  the 
one-sidedness  of  the  resolution  and  its 
possible  impact  on  delicate  negotiations 
in  the  Middle  East.  We  commend 
President  Ford  and  Ambassador 
Moynihan  for  their  reasoned  restraint  to 
this  point.  We  further  respectfully  urge 
the  President,  the  State  Department  and 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

“(1)  to  continue  to  give  full  support  to 
the  United  Nations,  convinced  that  it  is 
the  one  international  forum  available 
through  which  the  nations  of  the  world 
can  meet  to  debate  issues,  air  differences 
and  move  toward  solutions  of  complex 

Worship 
described 
as  ‘shambles 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMC)  —  If 
worship  is  the  primary  contact  most 
people  have  with  the  church,  the  loss  of 
membership  may  be  no  mystery,  a 
seminary  professor  recently  told  a  group 
of  United  Methodist  agency,  seminary, 
and  Council  of  Bishops  representatives. 

Dr.  Leander  E.  Keck,  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  Candler  School  of  Theology 
in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  said,  “The  amazing  thing 
is  not  that  membership  has  begun  to 
decline,  but  that  people  have  not 
boycotted  the  whole  affair  long  ago.” 

Acknowledging  the  danger  of 
generalization,  Dr.  Keck  declared, 
“Nevertheless,  it  is  not  unfair  to  say  that 
on  the  whole  Protestant  worship  is  in 
shambles.” 

Receiving  darts  were: 

—the  sermons:  “often  as  coherent  as  a 
paragraph  from  Casey  Stengel.” 

—the  prayers:  “instead  of  lifting  the 
spirit,  they  slither  to  the  floor  where 
they  lie  inert  like  wet  noodles.” 

—the  service;  "sometimes  as  stiff  and 
artificial  as  an  Oriental  court  and 
sometimes  so  cluttered  with 
folksiness  as  to  assault  the  would-be- 
worshiper  with  contrived  friend¬ 
liness.” 

—the  hymns:  “the  banality  of  ‘In  the 
Garden’  has  been  replaced  by  the 
vanity  of  ‘They’ll  Know  We  are 
Christians  by  our  Love.’  ” 

—the  scripture:  “The  way  it  is  read  can 
scarcely  be  distinguished  from  the 
specifications  for  a  refrigerator.” 
Instead  of  the  human  situation 
becoming  real  to  persons  in  the  church, 
Dr.  Keck  said  it  becomes  less  real  in  the 
60-minute  gathering  in  “never-never 
land.” 

Dr.  Keck  said  the  disarray  of  Christian 
worship  is  “a  symptom  of  the  loss  of  the 
gospel,  the  demise  of  Christian  theology, 
and  failure  of  nerve.” 

One  of  the  remedies  prescribed  by  Dr. 
Keck  to  add  vitality  to  worship  is  a 
renewal  of  Biblical  preaching.  “That  will 
not  come  unless  there  is  a  genuine 
concern  for  the  truth  of  the  gospel,”  he 
said.  “No  seminary  curriculum  revision 
will  assure  this  result,  though  it  may  help 
remove  barriers.  Rather,  insofar  as  we 
have  anything  at  all  to  do  toward  this 
end,  we  face  a  shared  responsibility 
because  congregations  make  the 
preachers  at  least  as  much  as  the 
preachers  make  the  congregations.” 


the  Third  World  nations  involved. 
(Nothing  will  be  gained  and  the 
humanitarian  ideals  upon  which  the 
United  States  was  founded  will  be 
betrayed  if  we  seek  to  punish  leaders  of 
nations  with  which  we  disagree  by 
withholding  food  and  other  life- 
sustaining  resources  from  helpless 
masses  of  people  who  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  intricate  power  politics  of  the 
United  Nations  General  Assembly.)” 


seeks  to  make  existing  differences  ap¬ 
pear  inviolable  as  means  of  permanently 
maintaining  differences  between 
groups.” 

Even  according  to  the  UNESCO 
document,  Dr.  Potter  commented, 
Zionism  has  historically  been  a 
movement  concerned  with  the  liberation 
of  the  Jewish  people  from  oppression, 
including  racial  oppression.” 

He  declared  that  “there  is  no  evidence 
that  Zionism  is  overtly  racist.” 

Dr.  David  Hyatt,  president  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews,  denounced  the  action  as  “a 
blatant,  obscene  and  nauseating  outburst 
of  resurgent  Nazism,  Fascism  and 
medieval  religious  bigotry  that  is 
shocking  almost  beyond  belief  in  this  20th 
Century.” 

Calling  the  resolution  “a  defamation  of 
all  Jews  everywhere,”  the  NCCJ 
president  declared  that  “the  very  people 
who  are  themselves  seeking  national 
liberation  and  voted  for  the  anti-Zionist 
resolution  failed  to  recognize  that 
Zionism  also  was  a  national  liberation 
movement  of  Jewish  people  growing  out 
of  the  anti-Semitism  which  existed  in 
Europe  and  throughout  the  world  during 
the  19th  Century;  and  Zionism  at  that 
time  and  today  is  seeking  simply  what  all 
liberation  movements  want  —  statehood 
and  self  determination!” 

Also  protesting  the  resolution  was  the 
president  of  the  U.S.  Catholic  Con¬ 
ference,  Archbishop  Joseph  L.  Bemardin 
of  Cincinnati.  He  said  that  “as  presides 
of  the  USCC,  I  wish  to  express  my 
profound  disagreement  with,  and  great 
disappointment  at,  the  vote”  of  the  U.N. 
General  Assembly,  which  classified 
Zionism  as  a  form  of  racism. 

“Because  of  its  substantive  inade¬ 
quacy  it  (the  resolution)  both  retards  the 
necessary  struggle  against  racism  in  the 
world  and  opens  the  door  to  harass¬ 
ment,  discrimination  and  denial  of  basic 
rights  to  members  of  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity  throughout  the  world,”  he  stated. 


Bishops  focus  attention 
on  urban  church  ills 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
News  Editor 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Focusing  on  the 
critical  conditions  of  city  churches  in 
transition,  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  heard  five 
urban  specialists  discuss  ways  to  deal 
effectively  with  the  people  and  op¬ 
portunities  of  the  church  in  metropolitan 
areas. 

The  45-member  Council  (plus  retired 
bishops)  spent  the  better  part  of  one  day 
in  their  five-day  meeting  here  Nov.  10-14 
refining  issues  they  had  previously 
identified  as  related  to  urban 
congregations. 

In  other  business,  the  Council  issued  a 
statement  on  the  United  Nations 
resolution  condemning  Zionism  (see 
related  stories  on  this  page),  proposed  a 
world  hunger  consultation  in  the  “grain 
belt”  region  of  the  U.S.,  reaffirmed  their 
financial  commitment  to  the  repair  of 
Wesley’s  Chapel,  and  discussed  the 
church  study  on  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
*  Episcopal  Address  to  be  given  at  General 

”  Conference  in  April,  1976  and  the 

proposed  legislation  for  General  Con- 
Tf  ference.  Several  of  the  sessions  were 
closed  to  the  public  and  the  press. 

The  bishops  agreed  that  a  major 
problem  they  face  are  churches  located 
in  areas  of  high  racial  and  economic 
change,  reported  Thomas  W.  Pryor, 
retired  bishop  from  East  Jordan,  Mich., 
and  head  of  a  committee  to  study  "the 
church  in  transition.”  The  bishops  had 
earlier  identified  their  greatest  needs,  he 
reported  to  them,  to  be  finding  models  of 
successful  adaptation  to  change  and 
developing  an  overall  strategy  that 
would  prepare  and  equip  clergy  and  laity 
for  such  change. 

The  progress  report  given  by  Bishop 
Pryor  included  papers  written  by  five 
urban  consultants  of  the  church  as  well 
as  hearing  their  oral  presentations.  In  an 
afternoon  devoted  to  small  group 
discussions,  Bishop  Pryor  instructed  the 
bishops  to  further  “wrestle  with  the 
issues”  and  to  deal  with  the  questions 


“What  is  a  successful  urban  church? 
What  is  the  difference  between  a  church 
and  a  social  agency?  Do  churches  kill 
preachers  or  do  preachers  kill  chur¬ 
ches?” 

The  final  report  will  incorporate  that 
discussion  and  be  presented  to  the 
bishops  for  their  use  at  a  later  time. 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols,  Pittsburgh, 
protested  the  Council’s  statement  on  the 
United  Nations  resolution  naming 
Zionism  as  a  form  of  racism.  He  urged 
that  the  bishops'  statement  was  not 
strong  enough  in  saying  that  the  U.N. 
resolution  was  itself  a  form  of  racism  and 
that  the  Council  should  “categorically 
deplore’’  the  action  of  the  U.N. 
resolution.  He  and  Bishop  John  B. 
Warman,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  asked  that 
their  names  be  recorded  as  against  the 
Council  statement  when  it  passed  by  a  40- 
3  vote. 

The  bishops  were  urged  to  alert  United 
Methodists  that  the  church  has  raised 
only  $193,131  of  the  $875,000  goal  for  the 
repair  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London. 
Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  Atlanta,  said 
that  the  money  needed  to  be  raised  by 
April  1,  1976.  “It’s  a  poor  age  that  loses 
all  its  memories,”  said  the  bishop  in 
lamenting  the  possible  loss  of  the 
historical  Methodist  shrine. 

The  Council  supported  the  increasing 
concern  of  the  church  to  alleviate  world 
hunger  but  several  bishops  raised 
questions  about  the  proposed  five  million 
dollar  annual  request  being  presented  to 
General  Conference  to  operate  the 
program  during  the  next  four  years. 
According  to  ohe  spokesperson,  it  was 
suggested  that  the  boards  and  agencies 
of  the  church  reorder  their  priorities  and 
personnel  for  the  hunger  emphasis 
rather  than  “increasing  budget  and 
bureaucracy.” 

The  Council  recommended  that  a 
“grainbelt  consultation”  be  called  in  the 
mid-western  U.S.  to  deal  with  needs, 
possibilities  and  public  agricultural 
jwlicy^ 
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Co-op  parish  model  examined 

Professor  says  strategy  hopeful  sign  for  town ,  country  churches 


Churches  star  in  missions  film  | 

"The  church  that  gives  —  lives”  could  well  be  the  title  of  a  new  World  Service 
film  with  a  different  twist.  Scheduled  for  release  in  1976,  the  film  is  still  untitled.  •: 
But  its  “stars"  are  four  U.M.  local  church  congregations  where  world  outreach 
and  vibrant  local  ministry  go  hand  in  hand. 

Above,  United  Methodist  Communications  camermen  zoom  In  on 
parishioners  of  Saffordville  [Kans.]  UMC  as  they  scrape  church  walls  in  :• 
preparation  for  a  painting  bee.  Below,  the  Dale  Bedenkop  family  and  Faith 
UMC.  Phoenix.  Ariz.,  also  play  a  vital  role  in  the  film.  So  do  the  congregations  £ 
of  Trinity  UMC,  Charleston,  S.C.  and  John's  Island  [S.C.]  UMC  Parish. 

"Usually  we  depict  World  Service  in  terms  of  ‘what  happens  out  there  where  •: 
the  money  goes',"  says  producer  Rev.  Fred  Rowles.  "Here  we’re  trying  to  show  :• 
where  the  outreach  comes  from  —  and  how  alive  churches  arc  locally  when  •: 
they  are  committed  to  service  in  the  world."  photos  by:  eowin  h.  maynard 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  LOUIS  —  A  "ground-swell”  of 
support  and  receptivity  to  cooperative 
parish  formation  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  could  substantially  affect  over 
half  of  the  church’s  members,  a  veteran 
of  the  parish  movement  reported  at  a 
Nov.  4-7  workshop  here. 

Increasingly,  laypersons  and  church 
administrators  are  viewing  the 
cooperative  parish  option  with  favor, 
reported  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Judy  of  SMU’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas. 
According  to  his  research  there  are  at 
least  700  parishes  already  in  operation 
across  the  country. 

Nearly  60  persons  representing  all  five 
U.M.  jurisdictions  met  here  to  be 
equipped  as  consultants  in  parish  for¬ 
mation.  The  group,  which  included  local 
church  pastors  and  laypersons,  district 
superintendents  and  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  personnel,  explored  the 
rationale  and  functioning  of  parishes,  the 
role  of  the  district  superintendent  in  their 
formation  and  the  role  of  the  annual 
conferences  in  establishing  policies  to 
support  them. 

But  the  broader  concern  of  the  group 
was  directed  to  mobilizing  the  resources 
of  the  denomination  on  behalf  of  well 
over  half  its  members  who  live  in 
population  areas  designated  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  as  "town  and 
country.” 

By  definition  in  the  "Discipline,”  town 
and  country  ministries  are  concerned 
with  "communities  of  less  than  50,000 
population.” 


Dr.  Judy  said  that  using  this  figure, 
88.2  percent  of  all  U.M.  local  churches 
serving  66  percent  of  the  membership 
would  be  included. 

"We’ve  just  come  out  of  an  era  of  in¬ 
dividualism  when  congregations  and 
pastors  weren’t  much  interested  in  team 
ministries,’’  said  Dr.  Harold  McSwain, 
director  of  the  Rural  Ministries  Training 
program  for  Ohio. 

"Now  there  are  more  administrators 
seriously  considering  the  cooperative 
parish  as  an  optional  strategy  in  addition 
to  the  traditional  station  and  circuit 
patterns.” 

But,  he  added,  "we  want  the  movement 
to  grow  as  cooperative  parishes  prove 
themselves.  We  don’t  want  it  to  be  a 
‘popular’  thing  to  do.” 

Actually  there  are  six  parish  patterns 
covered  by  the  umbrella  term 
"cooperative  parish”:  yoked  fields, 
extended  ministries,  larger  parish  -  staff 
type,  group  ministries,  federated 
churches,  and  two  congregations  sharing 
one  building. 

Co-op  is  ‘one  form’ 

Dr.  McSwain  said  the  cooperative 
parish  is  "one  form”  the  church  may  use 
to  carry  out  its  basic  purpose  of  witness 
and  mission.  Drawing  on  biblical  images 
of  the  church,  he  said  a  cooperative 
parish  could  be  likened  to  St.  Paul’s 
description  of  the  body  of  Christ  where 
all  the  various  parts  work  together  to 
carry  out  the  will  of  God. 

While  the  cooperative  parish  is  a  viable 
pattern  in  many  situations,  "it  is  all 
important  that  the  churches  involved 
decide  for  themselves  if  the  factors 


(geographical,  economic,  sociological, 
mission)  indicate  it  will  be  helpful  for 
them,"  said  Ms.  Gladys  Campbell, 
executive  in  the  Office  of  Town  and 
Country,  Ministries,  National  Division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

"Almost  without  exception,  where  a 
cooperative  ministry  had  a  good  start 
and  continued  success,  laypersons  were 
brought  into  the  planning  from  the 
beginning,  and  there  was  a  wide  spread 
of  lay  involvement,”  Dr.  Judy  reported 
in  his  research  findings  on  147  parishes 
this  fall. 

Training  needed 

Dr.  Judy  said  "an  outstanding  need 
across  the  nation  is  for  laity  and  clergy  to 


be  trained  in  the  meaning  and  operation 
of  cooperative  ministries.”  The  St.  Louis 
workshop  was  designed  by  a  new 
national  network  of  town  and  country 
workers  funded  by  the  National  Division 
to  fill  that  need. 

Ms.  Campbell  believes  the  church  is  in 
the  process  of  responding  to  the  needs  of 
town  and  country  churches,  and  at  the 
same  time,  is  finding  patterns  that  are 
adaptable  to  urban  and  inner  city 
situations. 

"The  old  division  between  urban  and 
rural,  and  a  certain  degree  of  ‘in  fighting’ 
is  definitely  being  overcome  in  the 
church,”  Dr.  McSwain  reported  to 
TM/  UMR. 


10,000  fete  Bicentennial 


Theologian  urges 
‘interdependence 


Chancel  plays  take 
dramatic  new  forms 


U.M.  church  leads  team  effort 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DOWNERS  GROVE,  Ill.  —  To  many 
local  congregations,  "chancel  drama” 
means  a  group  of  shepherds  in  bathrobes 
trailing  up  the  aisle  once  a  year  to  take 
their  places  in  the  traditional  Nativity 
scene. 

But  at  least  three  United  Methodist 
playwrights  believe  that  drama  in 
contemporary  worship  can  and  should  go 
a  lot  farther  than  that.  They’ve  written 
plays  to  prove  it,  plays  now  being 
distributed  interdenominationally  by 
Contemporary  Drama  Service  (CDS) 
here. 

Take  the  Rev.  William  Schwein,  pastor 
of  Aldersgate  UMC,  Evansville,  Ind.,  for 
example.  His  Christmas  play,  "No  Room 
in  the  Inn-Group,”  is  definitely  not  of  the 
"bathrobe”  variety.  As  the  script  calls 
for  an  audience  participant  to  say,  "This 
is  the  worst  Christmas  play  I  ever  saw.  It 
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Four  faiths  minister  to  gambling  capital 


By  BARBARA  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

LAS  VEGAS,  Nev.  —  Inter-faith 
cooperation  is  alive  and  well  in  the 
gambling  capital  of  the  West. 

Four  congregations  here  —  United 
Methodist,  Catholic,  Jewish  and  Church 
of  God  —  have  blended  mission  and 
ministry.  Those  involved  say  it  has 
proved  to  be  an  enriching  experience. 

What  began  last  spring  as  an  ex¬ 
perimental  venture  has  evolved  into  a 
permanent  facet  of  Griffith  United 
Methodist  Church’s  total  outreach  to  the 
community,  leaders  report. 


Through  a  series  of  ecumenical  wor¬ 
ship  opportunities  —  one  every  six  weeks 
—  persons  of  many  faiths  are  discovering 
their  similarities  and  de-emphasizing 
doctrinal  and  historical  differences. 
Inter-church  worship  exchanges  among 
Griffith  UMC,  Temple  Beth  Sholom,  St. 
Anne’s  Catholic  Church  and  St.  John 
Church  of  God  in  Christ  find 
clergy  persons,  choirs  and  lay  readers  in 
neighboring  pulpits  and  sanctuaries. 

Youth  activities  are  a  big  part  of  the 
inter-denominational  program.  Con¬ 
firmation  field  projects,  for  example, 
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(liven  hand  up, 
not  a  hand  out. 


I  he  annual  apportionment 
is  six  million  dollars. 

Six  million  dollars  to 
keep  12  black  colleges 
of  T  he  United  Methodist 
Church  open,  operable 
and  staffed  with  qualified 
personnel  and  accredited 
courses. 

T  welve  predominately 
black  colleges  where 
students  may  realize 
their  maximum  academic. 


social,  cultural  and 
religious  development. 

Six  million  dollars 
may  sound  like  a  lot  of 
money,  but  when  it  comes 
right  down  to  it... when 
it  comes  right  down  to  a 
student’s  future,  we 
don't  think  it's  asking 
a  lot  at  all. 

Here'  the  l»cst  hope 
tlicv  have. 


TfThclllack 
(| ( College  Fund 

P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville.  Tennessee  37202 


offer  the  catechetical  student  a  unique 
perspective  of  another’s  heritage  and 
beliefs. 

Highlighting  the  summer  agenda  was 
the  first  annual  Las  Vegas  Church  Soft- 
ball  World  Series.  Some  200  youth  of  the 
various  congregations  which  have 
participated  in  the  ecumenical  services 
were  on  hand  for  the  tournament. 
Already  being  considered  is  the 
possibility  of  organizing  an  inter- 
church/  synagogue  league  next  spring. 

The  concept  of  congregations  working 
together  in  ministry  is  not  new  to  Griffith 
UMC.  The  Franciscan  Center  and  U.M. 
churches  (there  are  five  others  in  Las 
Vegas)  have  for  several  years  shared  in 
a  school  lunch  program,  "Project 
Friend”  and  other  joint  endeavors. 

Leadership  for  the  community- 
oriented  emphasis  comes  from  the  clergy 
of  participating  congregations  and 
Griffith  UMC’s  Ecumenical  Affairs 
Committee.  Forming  an  official  unit  to 
direct  the  program  is  a  key  future 
priority,  the  Rev.  Marvin  Gant,  Minister 
of  Youth  and  Evangelism,  said. 

The  ecumenical  effort  has  reaped 
many  benefits  for  Griffith  UMC: 

•  During  the  past  year,  attendance  has 
jumped  35-40  percent.  The  inner  city 
church  now  has  750  members,  but  Mr. 
Gant  predicts  that  at  the  present  rate  of 
increase,  membership  will  hit  the  1000 
mark  by  late  1976. 

•  The  church  has  achieved  greater 
rapport  with  the  secular  community.  In 
its  special  mission,  Mr.  Gant  noted, 
Griffith  UMC  has  been  recognized  as  the 
church  which  works  with  congregations 
of  many  faiths.  Yet,  he  added,  "we’ve 
maintained  our  own  identity  as  a  U.M. 
church,  and  others  know  what  we  stand 
for.” 

•  Enthusiasm  for  the  endeavor 
remains  high.  Mr.  Gant  credits  this  to 
Griffith  UMC  members  who  have  found 
the  experience  educational  and  the 
fellowship  rewarding. 

Why  did  Mr.  Gant  and  the  Rev.  Harold 
Maiden,  Senior  Pastor,  launch  the  inter¬ 
faith  emphasis?  "Fulfilling  Christ’s 
Great  Commission  (Matt.  28:19-20),”  Mr. 
Gant  replied,  has  always  been  the 
church’s  central  theme,  and  the  program 
has  shown  its  worth  as  a  catalyst  for 
unity  and  a  way  to  promote  Christianity. 

But  he’s  quick  to  point  out  that  Griffith 
UMC’s  community  outreach  has  only  just 
begun.  Plans  for  the  fall  include  an  ex¬ 
change  worship  service  with  the  city’s 
Greek  Orthodox  congregation  as  well  as 
other  inter-changes. 


doesn’t  have  a  happy  ending."  The 
response  is,  in  essence,  "Neither  did  the 
first  Nativity.  It  ended  with  a 
crucifixion.” 

Or  take  “Super-Sacrificial  Chicken,”  a 
CDS  drama  written  by  the  Rev.  Ralph 
Bailey,  pastor  of  Wilmington  Island 
UMC,  Savannah,  Ga.  The  play  is  a  satire 
—  an  art  form  not  always  understood  or 
accepted  by  the  church,  Mr.  Bailey  says. 
The  play  is  about  "cheap  sacrifice.” 

Or  talk  to  Judy  Gattis  Smith,  a  pastor’s 
wife  in  Arlington,  Va.,  whose  audience 
participation  dramas  have  been  widely 
produced  in  churches  across  the  country. 
Mrs.  Smith’s  first  Christmas  pageant, 
written  in  1972  for  her  own  church’s  use, 
involved  the  whole  congregation  in 
helping  to  create  the  sounds  of  Christmas 
as  a  narrator  told  the  story. 

"I  strongly  believe  drama  is  where 
it’s  at  in  contemporary  worship,”  Mr. 
Schwein  told  TM/UMR  by  telephone. 
"Role-playing  involves  us  totally  in  the 
worship  experience.”  Increasing 
numbers  of  congregations  apparently 
agree.  Mr.  Schwein  estimates  "No  Room 
in  the  Inn-Group”  has  been  produced  500- 
700  times.  Before  it  was  accepted  by 
CDS,  it  was  rejected  by  several 
publishers  including  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Mr.  Bailey’s  drama  was  also  rejected 
by  the  denomination’s  publishers,  he 
said,  because  “they  simply  didn’t  think 
congregations  would  understand  it.” 
Satire  packs  a  strong  wallop,  he  says,  but 
he  admits  it  isn’t  for  everybody  in  all 
circumstances. 

Mrs.  Smith,  who  also  has  written 
United  Methodist  church  school 
curriculum,  enjoys  the  freedom  of 
writing  participation  drama.  "Curric¬ 
ulum  must  of  necessity  have  a  strict¬ 
er  format,”  she  says.  For  her  dramas  she 
employs  a  multitude  of  devices,  includ¬ 
ing  echo  pantomime,  choral  readings, 
slides,  color  and  movement. 

All  three  authors  see  Contemporary 
Drama  Service  as  filling  a  need  for 
"quality  chancel  drama”  which  is 
economical  to  buy,  simple  to  cast  and 
stage  and  flexible  enough  for  local 
congregations  both  large  and  small. 

CDS  began  producing  religious  play 
packages  II  years  ago,  spokesman 
Phillip  E.  Callighan  said,  with  a  "Can  of 
Squirms,”  an  open-ended  role-playing 
game  in  which  participants  act  out 
modern-day  dilemmas. 

Since  that  time,  some  40,000 
"Squirms”  have  been  used  in  churches, 
schools  and  rehabilitation  centers,  in¬ 
cluding  recently  released  New  Testa¬ 
ment  and  Old  Testament  "Squirms.”  The 
service  also  produces  a  wide  variety  of 
complete  play  packages  for  use  both  in 
the  sanctuary  and  the  classroom. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  church,  which  has 
been  in  the  forefront  of  the  200-year 
American  experiment  in  freedom,  must 
continue  to  aid  in  the  reformation  and 
unification  of  the  nation,  religious 
leaders  told  10,000  persons  here  Nov.  9 
assembled  for  what  is  believed  to  be  one 
of  the  first  Bicentennial  religious 
celebrations  in  the  nation. 

More  than  1200  churches  joined  in  the 
pageant  sponsored  by  the  Dallas  Council 
of  Churches  which  emphasized  the  ties 
between  American  history  and  religion. 

The  event  was  climaxed  with  an  ad¬ 
dress  by  the  noted  United  Methodist 
theologian,  Dr.  Albert  Outler,  who 
stressed  the  basic  religious  concept  of 
covenant  which  undergirds  the  American 
experiment,  and  called  the  church  to 
action  in  the  "re-invention  of  America.” 

"The  idea  of  a  covenanted  community 
under  God  was  first  sketched  out  in  the 
Mayflower  Compact,”  he  said.  "Cov¬ 
enant  means  freedom  and  independence, 
but  also  dependence  on  God  and 
interdependence  on  each  other.” 

“The  temptation  to  self-interest  is 
always  very  strong,  but  the  church  has 
borne  stubborn  witness  to  the  possibility 
that  self-interest  can  be  transmuted  into 
public  good,”  Dr.  Outler  said. 

"The  American  tragedy,”  was  that  the 
boundaries  of  the  covenant  were  drawn 
too  narrow,  excluding  Native  Americans, 
Blacks  and  women.  He  said  it  is  the 
responsibility  of  churches  and  syna¬ 


gogues.  not  government,  to  make  inclu¬ 
siveness  a  reality. 

Dr.  Outler  said  we  are  entering  a  world 
where  "American  space  has  shrunk  and 
with  it  the  American  horizon  .  .  .  What  we 
see,  therefore,  is  an  overflowing  past 
colliding  with  a  shrinking  future  .  .  .  and 
this,  I  suggest,  is  the  crucial  paradox  of 
our  Bicentennial. 

"Out  of  it  will  come  a  new  America  —  a 
re-invented  America  —  or  else  a  still 
further  decline  into  tragedy  (the  sort  of 
slide  into  disaster  that  we  can  see 
already  in  Britain.) 

Economic  helter-skelter,  the  ob¬ 
scenities  of  world  hunger,  a  vacuum  of 
world  leadership,  the  decline  of  the  West, 
a  dismal  showing  of  Third  World 
leadership,  and  a  new  antinomianism 
(permissiveness)  seem  to  all  portend  "a 
diminished  human  future”  Dr.  Outler 
said. 

"In  a  world  threatened  with  shortfalls 
of  almost  every  sort,  the  re-invented 
America  must  switch  from  fat  to  lean, 
from  waste  to  conservation,  from  self- 
indulgence  to  self-discipline,  from 
conspicuous  expenditures  and  flaunted 
leisure  to  new  codes  of  thrift,  industry, 
and  distributive  justice  ...”  he  said. 

"The  puritans  gave  us  their 
declaration  of  dependence  (upon  God). 
The  Founding  Fathers  gave  us  their 
declaration  of  independence.  Now  comes 
our  turn :  which  is  to  write,  and  live  out,  a 
declaration  of  interdependence  ...  on 
God  and  each  other.” 


U.M.  exec  hails  Quinlan 
ruling:  ‘clear,  cautious’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  national 
health  and  welfare  ministries  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
hailed  Judge  Robert  Muir’s  ruling  in  the 
Quinlan  case  as  "clear,  forthright,  (and) 
cautious,”  and  voiced  the  hope  that  those 
who  disagree  may  view  the  case  as 
“decided  but  not  closed.” 

Cathie  Lyons,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  planning  administration  in 
the  denomination’s  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division,  noted  that  the  ruling 
affirms  the  role  of  the  physician  as  the 
final  decision-maker  regarding  the  use  of 
life-sustaining  apparatus,  and  that  it 
focuses  attention  on  definitions  of  death 
"which  are  based  on  strict  medical  fact 
and  observation." 

Additionally,  Ms.  Lyons  said,  the 
decision  "suggests  that  the  removal  of  a 
respirator  might  be  in  violation  of  state 
homicide  statutes,”  and  denies  any 
"constitutional  right  to  die  that  can  be 
asserted  by  a  parent  for  his  incompetent 
child.” 

Ms.  Lyons  said  issues  in  the  areas  of 
medicine,  law  and  theology  that  bear 
further  consideration  in  light  of  the  court 
decision,  include  "(1)  an  interdis¬ 
ciplinary  search  for  the  meaning .  of 
personhood  and  its  application  to  in¬ 
dividual  cases  relative  to  the  question  of 
the  extraordinary  prolongation  of  life; 
(2)  the  legitimate  and  appropriate  role 
of  parents,  physicians  and  clergy  as  co- 
workers  in  deciding  the  limits  of  bodily 
life  prolongation;  (3)  a  more  sensitive 
and  humane  legal  distinction  between 
homicide  and  the  natural  processes  of 
human  dying  through  the  elimination  of 
mechanical  devices;  and  (4)  a  recon¬ 
ceptualization  of  the  meaning  of  worth 
and  sanctity  of  human  life  which  can 


accept  death  as  a  part  of  the  fulness  of 
life.” 

Prof.  Thomas  Oden  of  United 
Methodist  Drew  Theological  School, 
Madison,  N.J.,  who  earlier  joined  a  dozen 
or  so  Catholic  and  Protestant  theologians 
in  urging  a  "narrow”  court  ruling  if  it 
favored  the  Quinlans,  said  he  endorsed 
Judge  Muir’s  ruling. 


^  Scarritt’s  Life  Incon\e  Plans  ' 

bring  you  many  benefits 


Increase  your  present  income 
Increase  your  tax  deductions 
Reduce  your  estate  taxes 
Reduce  or  eliminate  your  tax  on  capital  gains 
Earn  income  for  your  life  and  lives 
of  your  beneficiaries 

You,  together  with  Scarritt’s  worldwide  ministry, 
can  benefit  the  world.  Write  for  the  full  story. 


Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers  Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 
FILL  OUT  AND  MAIL  THIS  COUPON 


Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 

Please  send  the  full  story  about  my  benefits  from  Scarritt's  Life  Income  Plan. 


Address  _ 
City _ 


.Zip. 


Date  of  Birth  _ 


Sex . 
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Classified 

Rate:  33c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advapee.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.73 
Service  charge  or  blind  Ms  11.00  per  Insertion. 

MATURE.  ECUMENICAL,  CHRISTIAN 

woman.  B.A..  M.R.E.,  wants  work  as  Christian 
Education  Director  or  a  related  field.  F. 
Griffin,  1319-B  Beachwood  Dr.,  Santa  Rosa. 

Cal.  $3401.  (707) -438-4763. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundrv  service,, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers? 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco,  TexgsJ6708., 

PEW  REFINISHING  AND  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

'Over  18  years  experience.'  Brem's  Wood¬ 
works.  Rt.  9,  Box  406.  Waco,  Texas  76703,  (817) 
799-5938. 

PRAYERS  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS,  beautiful 

book,  by  Elizabeth  Evans  Turner,  P.  O.  Box 

23331,  Houston.  Texas  77008.  Single  copy  $3.30 
postpaid,  6  copies  $1.80  each. 

WANTED:  Full-time  Music-Youth  Director. 
Church  of  300  members.  Fully  graded  choirs. 
Salary  $9,000.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Box  934,  Fort  Meade,  Fla.  33841. 

CHURCH  AUSTRALIAN  CHRISTIAN 
GENTLEMAN,  single,  own  comfortable  home, 
meet  refined  Christian  lady,  single,  tall,  age 
40-48,  well  educated,  non-smoker,  non-drinker, 
active,  church  Interesting,  driver  licensed. 
Photograph  appreciated,  friendship.  Strictest 
confidence.  Letters  write;  Christian  Gen¬ 
tleman,  C-Mtaan.  Julian,  Henry  4  Co,, 
Solicitors,  173  Pitt  St.,  Sydney,  3000  Australia. 

FURNISHED  TWO-BEDROOM  COTTAGE; 

Sierra  foothills.  Available  to  mature  couple  for 
part  time  help  for  retired  citizens,  L.  Graves, 

Pina  Grova,  Amador  Co.,  Calif.,  (309  )  398-4803. 

M  4  M  BUSINESS  4  PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES  offers  bookkeeping  services  to 
smaller  churches  without  business  managers. 

Ten  years'  experience  In  church  accounting. 
Dallas  area,  contact;  (214)  837-0970. 

NEW  YORK  TO  LUXEMBOURG:  $299  round 
trip.  Ski  Alps.  Weekend  at  Reykjavik.  Iceland; 
Luxembourg;  Paris:  one  week  from  $389. 
Fifteen-day  European  capitals  from  $879.  Rant 
cars,  lease,  campers,  bus  and  train  tours. 
Icelandic,  earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours,  2330 
Chimney  Rock.  Houston.  Texas  77037. 

S UNGLOW  MISSION  RANCH:  Nestled  In  a 
secluded  Chlrlcahua  mountain  valley  near 
Douglas.  Ariz.  Ideal  far  fun  and  complete 
relaxation  of  spirit,  mind  and  body.  Chapel, 
library,  stereo,  fishing,  swimming,  riding, 
hiking,  bird  watching,  rock  hunting.  Nine 
house-keeping  unite;  low  year  around  rates. 
Perretts,  Star  Route,  Pearce,  Ariz.  83828.  Ph. 
(802)  824-3364. 
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$2,750  in  annual  Baby  Contest 


Members  of  the  Hodge  Church  observed  Laity  Day  on  a  recent  Sunday.  Shown 
here  are  participants  in  the  event:  Ed  Gulley,  Minden  businessman  and  Ruston 
District  Lay  Leader,  who  brought  the  morning  message;  B.  E.  Hathaway,  Sr.; 
James  Woods,  and  Max  Robinson,  local  laymen;  and  the  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Chris 
Andrews. 

Porcelain  Class  work  recognized 

The  work  of  our  Porcelain  Class  has 


been  written  up  in  a  National  syndicated 
paper  “The  Collectors”  July  issue.  The 
following  is  a  reprint  of  the  article 
written  by  Mrs.  Eloise  M.  Fruge  of  Lake 
Charles. 

BYE-LO  POPULAR 
WITH  YOUNG  AND  OLD 

REMEMBER  the  Bye-Lo  dolls  of  the 
early  1920s  that  were  so  popular  that  they 
became  known  as  the  Million  Dollar 
Baby?  Present  day  collectors  who  have 
the  original  version  might  be  interested 
in  a  reproduction  being  made  by  Elaine 
Porter  and  her  students  in  a  United 
Methodist  Church  ceramics  and  por¬ 
celain  program  in  Lake  Charles,  La.  The 
program  is  open  to  all  women  of  the 
neighboring  area. 

The  creator  of  the  Bye-Lo  dolls  is 
Grace  Story  Putnam.  Her  dolls  were 
made  in  bisque,  rubber,  composition,  and 
wax.  The  dolls  Elaine  and  her  ladies 
make  are  porcelain.  Because  Mrs. 
Porter  has  been  unable  to  obtain  a  mold, 
she  has  the  head,  arms  and  legs  of  the 
Bye-Lo  dolls  poured  and  fired  for  her  at  a 
local  ceramics  shop.  Elaine  laughs  and 
says  that  when  she  introduced  the  Bye-Lo 
babies  she  thought  the  young  women  in 
her  classes  would  go  for  them,  but  it’s  the 
Grandmas  that  dote  on  them. 

The  group  cleans  the  heads,  arms,  and 
legs,  with  a  sponge  and  standard  ceramic 
clean  up  tool,  being  careful  not  to  get  the 


sponge  too  wet.  Then  the  pieces  are  fired 
which  causes  them  to  shrink.  Porcelain 
gets  rough  when  fired,  so  next  the  parts 
are  sanded  with  very  fine  sand  paper 
until  smooth. 

Since  the  heads  are  poured  in  flesh 
colored  porcelain,  the  ladies  simply  add 
features  (the  cheeks,  eyes,  lips,  hair, 
etc.)  with  china  paints.  They  try  to  use 
colors  that  look  as  realistic  as  possible. 
When  the  painting  has  been  completed, 
the  parts  are  fired  again,  this  time  at  a 
china  paint  firing  temperature  (very 
low). 

The  group  creates  Bye-Lo  dolls  in 
different  sizes,  with  different  ex¬ 
pressions,  and  in  boy  and  girl  models. 
Mrs.  Porter  chose  a  I6V2”  doll  with  what 
she  considered  the  most  pleasant  ex¬ 
pression  for  the  group's  first  project.  She 
made  her  granddaughter  a  tiny  Bye-Lo 
with  three  different  faces  (laughing, 
crying,  or  sleeping).  A  little  knob  at  the 
top  of  the  head  rotated  the  different 
faces. 

The  class  spends  about  twelve  hours  to 
create  a  finished  Bye-Lo  doll.  The  clothes 
take  about  four  hours  depending  on  the 
speed  of  the  seamstress  and  it  takes 
about  eight  hours  to  get  the  doll  ready  to 
put  together.  The  finished  product  is  a 
doll  that  one  wants  to  cuddle  and  rock. 
Bye-Lo’s  anyone? 

EleiseM.  Fruge 


Grace  Church ,  Ruston , 
celebrates  25th  Anniversary 


Grace  Church,  Ruston,  observed  its 
25th  Anniversary  November  3-9,  with 
special  worship  services  each  evening. 
Former  living  pastors,  the  Reverends  W. 
0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  Robert  W.  Bengtson, 
George  Harkins,  George  Ross,  Henry  C. 
Blount,  Jr.,  and  Douglas  L.  McGuire 
preached  during  the  celebration. 

Two  former  pastors  are  deceased:  the 
Reverends  Preston  Holley  and  Wilson  L. 
Watson. 


The  charter  for  Grace  Church  was 
signed  on  November  5, 1950,  when  Doctor 
McGuire  was  pastor.  Records  show  that 
34  of  the  original  charter  members  are 
still  members  of  the  congregation.  The 
church  has  grown  steadily  since  it  was 
opened  25  years  ago,  and  many  persons 
were  on  hand  for  this  important  event. 

The  theme  of  the  celebration  was 
“Open  the  Door  for  25  More.”  Pastor  of 
Grace  is  the  Rev.  Leon  C.  Scott. 


Shown  around  the  church's  100th  birthday  cake  are  (l-r) :  picnic  hostess  and  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Centennial  Women’s  Committee,  Mrs.  David  W.  Moore;  committee 
members  Mrs.  Alva  Groth,  Mrs.  Philip  Holland.  Mrs.  John  Bayliss.  Mrs.  Stanley 
Black,  and  Mrs.  Frank  Harris;  also,  Edward  A.  McLellan,  general  chairman  of  the 
Centennial  Committee. 


During  the  C.  I.  Jones  -  Charles  N.  Cadwallader  Memorial  Lectures,  Mrs.  Charles 
N.  Cadwallader  hosted  a  luncheon  honoring  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  this  year's  guest 
lecturer.  This  picture  (l-r)  shows:  Mrs.  John  A.  Bayliss;  Dr.  John  A.  Bayliss;  Mrs. 
Albert  C.  Outler;  Doctor  Albert  C.  Outler;  Mrs.  Cadwallader;  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield;  Mrs.  Crutchfield. 


Lynette  Bates  is  shown  in  this  photograph,  with  (l)  Sonya  Carter,  a 
runner-up;  (r)  Kimberly  M.  Pointer,  first  runner-up;  and  next  to  her  is  Master  M. 
Brooks,  one  of  the  runners-up.  Shown  with  the  babies  are,  from  left,  'Irs.  Irma  La- 
than,  Mrs.  Pointer,  and  Mrs.  Jewel  Brooks. 

Neely  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  annually  members,  and  friendly  participation  has 
holds  a  “Baby  Contest”  in  the  church  as  added  much  to  the  spirit  of  the  church 
the  designated  building  fund  project,  and  fellowship  as  well  as  providing  funds  for 
this  year  a  total  of  $2,750.75  was  raised!  the  building  project.  The  Rev.  Donald  R. 

This  event  always  attracts  much  at-  Avery  is  Pastor  of  the  church, 
tention  and  support  among  the  church 


celebrates 
century  of  service 

Fairfield  Church,  Shreveport  cele¬ 
brated  its  one  hundredth  year  of  service 
in  the  Shreveport  community  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference  on  November 
23,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.  was  scheduled  to  be  the 
guest  preacher  on  that  day. 

Doctor  Handy,  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  is  Vice-President 
in  charge  of  Personnel  and  Public 
Relations  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  and  is  well-known 
throughout  Methodism. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Milo  is  pastor  of  the 
Fairfield  Church,  and  he  indicates  that 
friends  from  far  and  near  attended  the 
Anniversary  ceremonies.  Serving  as 
chairpersons  of  this  event  were  Mrs.  C.  J. 
Harrison  and  Mrs.  H.  Mosely. 


winning  sermon? 

The  Christian  Sermon  Society  has 
announced  that  it  will  make  $1500  in 
Awards  for  Preaching  in  1976.  Ministers, 
priests,  seminary  students,  and 
laypeople  are  invited  to  submit  sermons 
(written  or  cassette  tape)  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  the  Awards.  Interested 
persons  may  write  for  an  entry  form 
from:  P.  O.  Box  10467,  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina  27605.  Deadline  for  submitting 
sermons  is  June  1,  1976. 

All  sermons  will  be  judged 
anonymously,  according  to  the  an¬ 
nouncement,  and  the  winning  sermon 
will  be  published  in  The  Christian 
Ministry,  publication  of  the  Christian 
Century  Foundation;  a  $1000  honorarium 
will  be  given.  Second  and  Third  Place 
sermons  will  receive  $300  and  $200 
respectively.  Seven  will  be  chosen  for 
Honorable  Mention. 


Neely  Church,  Baton  Rouge  nets 


Rayne  Memorial  continues 
Centennial  Celebration 


Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans 
continues  to  celebrate  its  Centennial 
Year  with  many  significant  events.  One 
recently  held  focused  on  the  con¬ 
tributions  of  women  to  the  Rayne  church. 

Following  the  morning  service  the 
entire  congregation  was  invited  to  the 
Abita  Springs  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
David  W.  Moore  for  a  picnic,  where  a 
short  skit  on  the  role  of  women  in  the 


church  was  presented. 

The  C.  I.  Jones  -  Charles  N.  Cad¬ 
wallader  Memorial  Lectures  held  at 
Rayne  in  late  September  were  acclaimed 
highly  successful  and  enthusiastically 
attended. 

Many  other  events  of  note  are 
scheduled  for  the  continuing  celebration, 
according  to  Dr.  John  A.  Bayliss,  Senior 
Pastor  of  Rayne. 
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rren  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
celebrates  87  years  of  service 


Nine  certified  Lay  Speakers 
at  Vivian  Church 


Waldheim  Church 


celebrates  lOOth  Anniversary 


An  overflow 
crowd  of  friends 
and  members 
helped  to  celebrate 
the  100th  Anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  erection 
of  the  present 
church  building  at 
Waldheim.  Among 
those  who  helped  to 
celebrate  this  sig¬ 
nificant  event  in  the 

life  of  the  church  were,  from  left:  the  Rev.  James  T.  Harris,  Pastor;  the  Rev.  Robert 
Carter,  pastor  Emeritus;  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield;  and  District  Superintendent 
(Hammond)  the  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser. 


Mangum  Church  is  riding  “Pony  Express” 


More  than  700  members  of  Mangum 
Memorial  Church  are  serving  as  saddle- 
bag-carrying  “trail  bosses”  and  “route 
riders”  in  their  church’s  Pony  Express 
stewardship  campaign. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  pastor, 
said  that  this  year’s  campaign  is  based 
on  the  same  concept  as  the  Pony  Express 
of  more  than  a  century  ago  —  teamwork. 
Forty  leaders  have  been  designated 
“trail  bosses,”  to  supervise  the  relaying 
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of  saddlebags  to  each  of  the  church’s 
families  on  Pony  Express  “run”  routes. 

A  number  of  United  Methodist  chur¬ 
ches  in  the  Conference  are  using  the 
Pony  Express  method  of  stewardship 
campaign  this  year,  and  the  response  so 
far  has  been  enthusiastic.  The  Pony 
Express  theme  is  significant  because  of 
the  highly  dedicated  riders  of  the  original 
Pony  Express  in  the  early  days  of  our 
nation. 


A  young  member 
of  Mangum  is  in¬ 
trigued  with  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the 
“ Pony  Express.” 


Vivian  UM  Church  observed  Laity  Sunday  in  October  with  the  recognition  and  cer¬ 
tifying  of  nine  persons  as  Lay  Speakers  of  the  church.  In  this  photograph,  these  per¬ 
sons  are  first  row  (l-r)  Bunk  Smith,  Dick  McMillan,  Owen  Clawson,  Phil  Oxford,  and 
Henry  Collins;  back  row  (l-r)  K.  G.  Smith,  Harold  McCarley,  Randolph  Price,  and 
Smokey  Wilson.  The  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  is  pastor  of  the  Vivian  church. 

Fairfield  Church  Do  you  have  a 


Notice  has  been  received  from  the 
Council  on  Ministries  office  that  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Pete  Spitzkeit  will  be  in 
Louisiana  during  the  month  of  February, 
1976,  and  will  be  available  for  dates  with 
local  churches. 

Pete  and  Betty  Spitzkeit  are  presently 
serving  as  missionaries  in  Taejon. 
Korea,  and  are  returning  to  the  States  for 
several  months  furlough,  beginning  on 
December  15.  Through  January  15  they 
will  be  spending  time  with  family  and 
friends  mostly  in  Ohio,  with  some  time  in 
Mississippi. 


Since  the  Reverend  Spitzkeit's  home 
conference  is  Louisiana,  a  number  of 
churches  will  be  wishing  to  have  him  and 
Mrs.  Spitzkeit  wit-  them.  Several 
churches  in  the  Conference  give  support 
to  the  work  of  the  Spitzkeits  in  Korea. 

The  COM  office  advises  that  persons 
wishing  to  request  a  date  for  the  Spitz¬ 
keits  to  appear  in  their  local  churches 
should  direct  their  requests  through  the 
Rev.  Garland  Dean,  4112  Fairfax, 
Shreveport,  La.  71108.  The  Reverend  Mr. 
Dean  is  the  Conference  Missionary 
Secretary. 


Warren  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
celebrated  the  87th  year  anniversary  of 
the  church  recently,  with  a  week  of  ac¬ 
tivities  highlighting  the  special  event. 

In  a  significant  ceremony,  all  50-year 
members  were  given  certificates  of 
honor.  Dr.  William  R.  Carline,  a  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas  dentist  and  former 
member  of  Warren,  was  the  speaker. 
Mrs.  Sadie  M.  West,  a  lay  speaker  of  the 
local  church,  also  brought  a  message  at 
an  evening  worship  service.  The  an¬ 
niversary  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  pastor  of 
Camphor  Memorial  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  The  anniversary  celebration 
provided  a  time  of  togetherness,  personal 
renewal  and  saw  a  total  monetary  giving 
of  $5700.  to  the  church. 

Warren  church  was  organized  on 


Hodge  Church  observes  Laity  Sunday 


Pete  and  Betty  Spitzkeit  to  spend  time  in  U.S. 


PC 


This  picture  shows,  from  left:  the  Rev. 
George  W.  C.  Calvin;  Irvin  K.  Abraham, 
Lay  Leader  of  Warren;  Mrs.  Geneva  J. 
Bell,  General  coordinator  of  the  Anniver¬ 
sary  event;  and  the  Rev.  Moses  T.  Jack- 
son,  Pastor. 

October  12,  1888  in  a  three-room  house, 
belonging  to  Mary  Ellen  Holmes  Benoit, 
who  had  moved  from  Pineville  to  Lake 
Charles  a  few  years  earlier. 


Bishop’’s  Message 

Currently  national  leaders  are  embroiled  in  a  discussion  of  the  banning  of 
handguns.  Perhaps  some  of  the  facts  relevant  to  the  decision  that  we  must  all 
make  could  be  presented  here.  The  effort  is  not  to  disarm  the  people,  since 
people  could  still  have  all  the  rifles  and  shotguns  th^-needed  or  wanted. 
Therefore,  the  public  would  not  be  disarmed.  It  is  the  handgun  that  is  the  object 
of  especial  attention  at  the  moment. 

The  reason  for  all  the  discussion  is  that  there  were  29,000  deaths  from 
firearms  inside  the  United  States  last  year,  over  10,000  of  whom  were  persons 
who  were  victims  of  handguns;  this  figure  amounts  to  53%  of  all  murders. 

More  people  —  84,644  Americans  —  were  murdered  by  firearms  within  the 
United  States  than  were  killed  in  the  Vietnam  war  over  a  comparable  period  — 
46,121.  Thus,  more  Americans  were  killed  by  handguns  in  the  U.S.  than  were 
killed  in  the  Vietnam  war  over  the  same  period. 

Seventy-one  per  cent  of  all  murders  are  “crimes  of  passion”  —  that  is,  where 
the  victim  is  a  family  member,  friend,  or  neighbor.  Over  100,000  persons  are 
assaulted  by  guns  each  year,  the  majority  of  these  by  persons  carrying  con- 
cealable  handguns. 

Some  say  that  handgun  possession  does  not  provide  protection  for  a 
householder.  A  four-year  study  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  showed  that  householders 
who  armed  themselves  to  protect  their  homes,  shot  and  killed  17  robbers  and 
intruders;  however,  during  the  same  period  six  times  as  many  firearms 
fatalities  occurred  in  the  homes  of  this  area  among  family,  friends,  and  neigh¬ 
bors.  Regrettably,  the  United  States  does  have  a  higher  gun  murder  rate  than 
other  countries  with  strict  firearms  control  policies.  The  U.S.  gun  murder  rate 
per  100,000  is  100  times  greater  than  England  and  Wales,  and  200  times  greater 
than  in  Japan,  where  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  private  citizen  to  secure  a 
handgun. 

If  handguns  are  outlawed,  the  public  will  still  be  permitted  to  use  sporting 
weapons,  and  guns  may  still  be  used  at  rifle  clubs.  Rifles  and  shotguns  in  the 
home  will  not  be  outlawed;  but  when  handguns  are  outlawed,  the  source  of 
supply  for  criminals,  legal  sales  and  stolen  weapons,  will  be  diminished. 
Though  most  criminals  purchase  their  guns  over  the  counter  now,  about  one- 
half  million  guns  are  stolen  each  year,  largely  from  households  during  the 
routine  commission  of  a  burglary.  These  fall  into  criminal  hands. 

Many  rural  people  do  not  wish  to  become  pistol-disarmed,  because  of  sporting 
opportunities.  Proponents  of  the  measure,  however,  point  out  that  they  may 
retain  their  rifles  and  shotguns,  but  ultimately  the  issue  may  come  down  to 
balancing  the  right  of  persons  in  the  countryside  to  be  able  to  shoot  rabbits  with 
a  pistol,  against  the  right  of  people  in  the  cities  to  be  a  little  safer  from  murder, 
assaults,  and  robberies.  Most  of  the  group  supporting  the  banning  of  the  hand¬ 
guns  recognize  its  special  characteristics  as  the  most  deadly  and  least 
utilitarian  firearm  in  the  nation.  The  handgun  is  the  weapon  of  crime,  whereas 
the  rifle  isn't,  except  in  a  few  cases. 

The  registration  of  handguns  is  thought  by  persons  on  all  sides  to  be  not  a  very 
good  deterrent. 

The  major  special  advantage  of  banning  handguns  nationally  would  be  that 
society  would  be  dealing  with  the  major  murder  weapon.  Because  a  handgun  is 
concealable,  it  is  the  weapon  of  crime;  because  it  is  available,  it  is  the  in¬ 
strument  used  in  suicides  and  crimes  of  passion.  Most  measures  proposed  for 
eliminating  handguns  from  the  general  U.S.  public  would  make  reasonable 
exceptions,  and  these  would  include  the  police,  the  military,  security  officers, 
antique  dealers,  and  pistol  clubs  where  guns  would  be  kept  on  the  premises 
under  secure  conditions. 

As  this  whole  matter  is  debated  and  considered,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  banning  of  the  handguns  is  not  an  effort  to  disarm  the  public,  for  the 
public  will  still  have  its  rifles  and  shotguns.  The  decision  on  this  matter  is  a 
knotty  one,  but  it  has  the  strongest  moral  implications  and  applicability.  It  is 
true  that  guns  themselves  don’t  kill  people;  only  people  kill  people,  yet  the 
effort  to  restrict  handguns  makes  the  killing  less  convenient.  Tell  your 
congressman  what  you  think. 

Faithfully,  ^ 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  1/ 
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When  worship  is  in  ‘shambles,’ 
where  can  we  place  the  blame? 


Worship  among  Protestants  is  “in 
shambles,”  according  to  recent  remarks 
made  to  a  gathering  of  United  Methodist 
Church  leaders  by  Dr.  Leander  E.  Keck, 
professor  at  the  Candler  School  of 
Theology  in  Atlanta  (see  TM/  UMR, 
Nov.  21). 

Making  harsh  assessments  on  the 
quality  of  sermons,  prayers,  hymns, 
scripture  reading  techniques  and  Sunday 
morning  services  in  general,  Dr.  Keck 
said  worship  is  in  such  a  poor  state  that  it 
is  “amazing”  that  “people  have  not 
boycotted  the  whole  affair  long  ago.” 

While  we  believe  Dr.  Keck  has  over¬ 
stated  his  case  and  has  generalized  about 
a  condition  which  does  not  lend  well  to 
generalization,  he  has  touched  on  some 
truths  all  of  us  in  the  church  need  to  deal 
with. 

Worship  is  basic  to  the  Christian  faith. 

Christian  faith 
is  most  important 
of  our  possessions 

“In  this  increasingly  troubled  world, 
our  most  important  possession  is  the 
Christian  Faith.”  So  said  Malcom 
Muggeridge  of  the  University  of  London 
last  summer  during  the  seminar 
“Educational  Opportunity  for  Clergy  and 
Laity.” 

He  said  this  because  there  is  a  world  of 
fantasy  all  about  us  and  this  fantasy 
world  can  reach  into  our  homes  through 
the  media  and  become  for  us  instruments 
not  only  to  entertain  but  of  persuasion  to 
promote  a  certain  way  of  life. 

In  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  the  drama 
of  the  New  Testament  world  was  shown 
reality.  In  spite  of  wicked  things  being 
done,  the  background  of  reality  is  a  fact. 
Jesus  was  saying  what  this  life  is  all 
about.  It  is  about  our  relationship  with 
the  Creator  and  about  eternity.  This  is 
not  abstract  but  revealed  to  the  world 
today.  It  makes  it  possible  to  cope  with  a 
world  which  is  breaking  down. 

Jesus  came  into  the  world  so  we  can 
live  as  calm  beings  in  time,  keeping 
aware  of  our  relationship  to  the  Creator 
and  to  one  another. 

The  fantasy  we  see  around  us  is  that 
man  is  a  creature  of  time  and  solves  his 
own  problems.  But  the  real  drama  is 
man's  relationship  to  the  Creator  and  to 
his  fellowman. 

How  does  the  New  Testament  enable 
us  to  relate  to  reality?  The  answer  is  in 
the  Incarnation.  It  was  essential  that  God 
should  become  a  man  and  man  God,  so 
that  man  could  meet  God  in  human 
terms.  Through  this  Christian  revelation 
we  find  the  answer.  We  cannot  live  as 
“happy  pagans”  for  the  “Hound  of 
Heaven"  is  always  on  our  backs. 

If  ever  there  was  a  time  to  hold  on  to 
the  Christian  Faith,  it  is  now. 

There  are  grounds  for  optimism  today 
when  we  see  the  Spirit  of  Christ  rising  up 
in  our  materialistic  world.  It  rises 
through  literature  and  drama  and  is 
consumed  by  the  people.  How  ex¬ 
traordinary  are  the  ways  of  God! 

Out  of  pure  materialism  this  way  of  life 
comes  forth.  Throughout  history, 
Muggeridge  points  out,  God  arranges 
“stay  behind  agents."  God  has  His  secret 
agents  ready  to  move  in.  What  came 
2,000  years  ago  can  never  be  lost. 

What  we  are  being  shown  today  is  that 
man  cannot  manage  his  own  affairs 
without  God.  History  bears  this  out  — 
man  cannot  live  without  God.  As 
Christians  we  are  being  shown  this 
through  a  man  —  God’s  man,  the  Divine 
One  —  Jesus  Christ.  We  must  see  our¬ 
selves  like  one  family.  We  are  members 
of  one  family.  God’s  family  with  a  pur¬ 
pose  and  one  faith. 

South  Carolina 

United  Methodist  Advocate 
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It  is  the  heart  of  a  strong  church. 
Whatever  else  we  do  as  a  church  will  not 
exist  long  in  a  healthy  state  when  our 
communal  worship  experience  is 
lacking. 

Although  there  are  strong  worship 
experiences  taking  place  each  week 
throughout  United  Methodism,  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  in  many  churches  worship 
is  precisely  the  weak,  spiritless  ex¬ 
perience  described  by  Dr.  Keck.  With 
that  realization,  we  are  left  only  the 
question  of  blame.  Who  or  what  turns 
worship  into  “shambles?” 

Some  persons  point  to  seminaries. 
“When  are  the  seminaries  going  to  start 
turning  out  preachers  again  who  can 
preach?”  a  delegate  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  asked  the  general  secretary  of 
the  denomination’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  at  a  recent 
national  meeting.  Persons  with  this  point 
of  view  claim  worship  is  losing  ef¬ 
fectiveness  because  seminaries  are  not 
preparing  students  to  fit  into  traditional 
ministerial  roles  in  the  local  churches. 

Another  verse  to  that  same  tune  points 
to  active  pastors  in  general,  charging 
that  somehow  the  ministry  has  lost  the 
fire  of  a  previous  age  and  has  become  so 
involved  with  “social  work”  and  “ad¬ 
ministrative  duties”  that  ministers  have 
forsaken  their  pulpits. 

Although  these  criticisms  may  have 
some  validity,  we  would  warn  that 
placing  the  blame  solely  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  clergy  and  our  schools  of  theology 
is  "buck  passing”  of  the  highest  degree. 

In  truth,  if  the  worship  experience  in  a 
local  church  lacks  vitality,  it  is  often 
because  the  congregation  itself  lacks 
vitality.  Worship  should  not  be  a  “one- 
person-show”  during  which  a  minister 
performs  and  members  of  the 
congregation  put  money  in  the  collection 
plate  each  week  to  pay  for  the  per¬ 
formance.  Many  weak-hearted  attempts 
at  worship  can  be  traced  to  this  per¬ 
former-audience  syndrome. 

Sometimes  that  syndrome  is  caused  by 
a  minister  who  holds  the  worship  service 
as  his  personal  possession  and  guards 
against  “interference”  from  laypersons 
who  want  to  share  its  ownership. 
Sometimes  it  is  caused  by  members  of  a 
congregation  who  see  the  minister  as  the 
professional  hired  to  plan,  direct  and 
execute  worship  for  them. 

With  this  syndrome  as  a  cause,  no 
amount  of  education  at  the  seminary 
level,  or  courses  in  preaching,  or  new 
service  innovations  will  make  much 
impact. 

Revitalized  worship  is  a  cooperative 
task  that  requires  the  involvement  of  the 
entire  local  church  community  —  lay  and 
clergy.  In  some  churches  that  may  mean 
the  worship  commission  will  have  to 
begin  accepting  a  role  greater  than  that 
of  choosing  ushers  and  buying  altar 
flowers.  In  other  churches  that  may 
mean  the  minister  is  going  to  have  to 
open  more  of  his  worship  planning 
process  to  the  congregation.  In  most 
churches  that  will  mean  the  launching  of 
a  genuine  effort  to  educate  the  minister 
and  the  congregation  to  the  meaning  of 
worship  and  the  role  lay  and  clergy  play 
in  it. 

In  all  cases  it  means  worship  must 
become  something  that  believers  do 
together  to  glorify  Jesus  Christ  out  of 
their  own  common  experience  and  in 
ways  that  suit  them  as  a  church. 
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The  surprise  party 


By  WESLEY  B.  PARISH-PIXLER 

Sometimes  we  act  like  ourjives  take 
place  at  a  surprise  party.  Everyone  is 
in  a  dark  room  waiting  for  the  guest  of 
honor  to  arrive  so  they  can  turn  on  the 
lights  and  start  the  party.  Since  the 
lights  are  out  and  it  is  dark  no  one 
knows  who  else  is  in  the  room,  so  they 
all  stand  around  in  silence  in  the  dark 
waiting  for  the  party  to  begin. 

The  only  problem  is  that  the  guest  of 
honor  is  already  there,  but  people  are 
silently,  patiently  waiting  in  the  dark 
(since  they  have  the  lights  turned  out) 
so  they  do  not  realize  it  yet.  A  few 
people  have  discovered  that  the  guest 
of  honor  is  there,  and  they  have 
already  started  celebrating.  But  most 
of  the  people  in  the  room  are  silently 
standing  around  in  the  dark  in  the 
middle  of  the  party  waiting  for  it  to 
start,  because  they  do  not  realize  that 
it  has  already  begun. 


We  often  put  off  living  life  fully  for 
one  reason  or  another.  We  think  that 
we  must  eliminate  all  evil  and  suf¬ 
fering  before  we  can  enjoy  the  good 
things  this  life  has  to  offer.  Or  we 
think  that  if  we  are  good  and  bear  our 
burden  in  this  life,  we  will  be 
rewarded  with  the  kind  of  life  we 
always  wanted  after  we  die  in  heaven. 
Wait  until  I  finish  school.  Wait  until 
the  Messiah  comes,  Wait  until  the 
Kingdom  comes.  Wait  until  .  .  .  Wait 
until  .  .  . 

The  guest  of  honor  is  already  here. 
But  nobody  knows  it  because  they 
have  the  lights  turned  out.  If  you  have 
eyes  to  see,  then  open  them  and  see. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Wesley  B. 
Parish-Pixler  is  a  student  at  the 
School  of  Theology,  Claremont. 
California.  His  article  is  reprinted 
from  that  school's  newspaper. 
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church  lost  ] glitter 9 
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This  is  the  story  of  a  love  affair.  It 
begins  some  27  years  ago  on  the  banks  of 
a  small  quiet  stream  that  runs  through 
the  canyons  of  Northwest  Texas.  This 
love  affair  was  between  a  young  man  of 
17  and  the  church.  The  love  affair  came 
to  a  tragic  end  on  June  10,  1974.  Let  me 
tell  you  about  it. 

As  I  said,  it  started  some  27  years  ago 
when  a  young  man  of  17  gave  his  life  to 
the  service  of  the  Lord.  This  service  was 
to  be  expressed  through  the  channels  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  After 
making  that  decision,  he  graduated  from 
high  school  at  the  age  of  18.  He  then 
began  his  “professional”  training  for  the 
ministry  of  the  church.  It  has  always 
been  his  thinking  that  if  you  wanted  to 
“be  something,”  then  be  the  best 
“something”  there  is. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Will  prophet  or  priest  dominate? 


To  the  Editor: 

There  is  a  quiet  struggle  going  on 
within  the  church,  apparently.  Which 
role  of  the  church  should  dominate? 
Should  the  “Spirit  of  the  Prophet”  or  the 
“Spirit  of  the  Priest”  be  the  dominant 
spirit  of  the  church  today?  It  seems  to  be 
the  church  is  struggling  with  this 
question. 

“Who  are  we  to  judge?"  was  the  line 
that  introduced  a  Letter  to  the  Editor 
several  months  ago.  And  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  that  781,909  names  had  been 
removed  by  Charge  Conference  Action  in 
1971,  1972,  and  1973.  I  was  surprised,  but 
it  points  up  a  struggle  that  is  going  on. 
Should  the  church  be  primarily  calling  its 
members  to  responsible  discipleship,  or 
be  primarily  an  available  sanctuary  in 
the  community  for  the  healing  of  broken 
hearts  and  hurt  people  when  they  have 
needs? 

Should  the  church  be  an  “army"  of 
workers  or  a  “clinic”  for  its  mem¬ 
bership?  Naturally,  it  is  both,  but  how  do 
we  maintain  the  balance.  That  is  where 
the  church  is  struggling,  and  that  is 
where  Charge  Conference  Action  is  being 
taken.  You  cannot  have  an  “army”  of 
moving,  working  disciples  composed  of 
people  long  gone  and  inactive;  they  are 
numbers  without  bodies. 

I  believe  that  many,  many  bright  and 
happy  people  joined  the  church  in  the 
past  two  decades  with  high  expectations, 
but  have  now  long  ago  left  and  gone  away 
because  they  never  found  us  “for  real.” 
We  did  not  expect  enough  of  them  or  give 
them  enough  of  a  challenge  to  help  them 
grow  and  learn  what  responsible 
discipleship  was  all  about.  They  found  us 
luke  warm,  and  mainly  interested  in  the 
institution  and  not  really  interested  in 
them.  Those  who  have  remained  for 
many  reasons,  certainly,  but  some  —  the 
ones  who  were  so  involved  in  this  enor¬ 
mous  Charge  Conference  Action  — 
probably  had  in  mind  something  about 
the  Last  Judgment  as  also  found  in 
Matthew’s  Gospel,  or  Jesus’  injunction 
that  if  you  were  not  received  to  "shake 
the  dust  off  your  feet”  and  go  on. 

We  are  in  a  continuing  period  of  social 
change,  and  we  are  looking  at  a  future 
full  of  problems.  I  will  bet  my  life  that  the 
church  of  Christ  has  the  answer,  and  I 
believe  that  the  “Voice  of  the  Prophet”  is 
needed  now  more  than  the  priest  if  we 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

News  story  proves  to  me 
that  I  can  still  be  shocked 


Sharon  Mielke 

I’ll  admit  I  can  still  be  shocked. 

The  latest  shocker  was  the  story 
regarding  an  Orange,  Massachusetts, 
clergy  couple  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  both  33,  both  ordained. 

In  September,  the  Rev.  Edward 
Hougen  entered  the  pulpit  of  Central 
Congregational  Church  in  Orange  and 
told  the  congregation  he  is  homosexual. 
The  congregation  and  his  fellow  towns¬ 
people  were  able  to  take  that  in  stride, 
the  story  says. 

But  shortly  afterward,  when  his  wife 
Margaret  let  it  be  known  that  she  has  had 
sexual  relations  with  men  besides  her 
husband,  the  congregation’s  reaction 
was  totally  adverse.  That  announcement, 
in  the  words  of  one  parishioner,  “was  just 
too  much.” 

Replied  Pastor  Hougen  to  the  uproar: 
“Ours  represents  an  alternative 
marriage  style  within  the  context  of  the 
Christian  faith.  That’s  more  difficult  for 
people  to  handle  than  my  being  gay.” 

The  Hougens  say  that  although  they  do 
not  believe  in  “sexual  exclusivity”  they 
do  have  a  commitment  to  one  another. 

“Fidelity  is  a  commitment  to  love  for 
the  rest  of  one's  life,  to  work  through 
problems,  and  being  faithful  means 
being  faithful  to  that  commitment,”’  Mr. 
Hougen  said.  “This  commitment  frees 
you  to  enter  into  meaningful  relation¬ 
ships  with  others,  sexual  or  not.” 

The  couple  admitted  that  their  two 
small  children  are  already  beginning  to 
ask  questions  about  “our  friends  who 
visit  us  here.”  Mrs.  Hougen  said,  “We 
have  tried  to  be  honest  with  them.  If  we 
lied  it  would  indicate  that  what  their 
mother  and  father  are  doing  is  wrong  or 
sinful.  We  love  each  other  and  the 
children,  and  we  love  the  people  with 
whom  we  become  intimately  involved.” 

The  two  shocking  aspects  of  this  story 
are  the  new  application  of  the  old  double 
standard  and  the  claim  that  promiscuity 
is  “an  alternative  Christian  life  style.” 

The  old  double  standard  was  expanded 
from  judging  the  sexual  activities  of  men 
and  women  on  different  bases,  to  judging 
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the  activities  of  homosexuals  and  hetero¬ 
sexuals  by  different  standards. 

While  the  congregation  and  towns¬ 
people  tacitly  accepted  Mr.  Hougen’s 
promiscuity  as  a  homosexual,  her 
promiscuity  was  “just  too  much.”  So  it 
would  seem  promiscuous  behavior  is  fine 
for  homosexual  males,  but  not  for 
heterosexual  females.  Nowhere  is  there 
an  indication  that  promiscuity  is 
promiscuity  no  matter  which  sex  or 
sexual  orientation  is  involved. 

It  is  also  shocking  to  realize  that  a 
proposed  revision  in  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles,  adopted  at 
the  fall  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  would  go  far  toward  sup¬ 
porting  the  Hougen’s  view  of  marriage 
fidelity.  It  is  being  proposed  that  this 
sentence  be  deleted  from  the  Social 
Principles:  “Although  men  and  women 
are  sexual  beings  whether  or  not  they  are 
married,  sex  between  a  man  and  a 
woman  is  to  be  clearly  affirmed  only  in 
the  marriage  bond"  and  be  replaced  by 
this  bit  of  trivia:  “We  believe  human 
sexuality  is  fulfilled  in  enduring  mutually 
supportive  relationship^.".^?  Hougejns 
would  certainly  argue  that  their 
sexuality  is  being  fulfilled  in  enduring 
mutually  supportive  relationships! 

I  fully  expect  my  admission  of  shock 
will  be  subjected  to  considerable  ques¬ 
tion. 

On  the  one  side,  some  will  say  I’m 
shocked  about  the  wrong  issues.  On  the 
other,  shock  will  be  viewed  as  an  anti¬ 
quated  response  to  an  emerging  reality. 

But  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a 
significant  difference  between  knowing 
and  understanding  the  reality  of 
distorted  behavior  patterns  in  our  culture 
and  trying  to  view  these  realities  from  a 
Christian  perspective.  Heaven  forbid 
that  we  just  validate  what  culture  and 
society  are  about  without  bringing  them 
under  the  judgment  of  the  Christian 
faith.  To  not  do  that  is  to  reduce 
Christianity  to  a  cult  of  culture. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


are  going  to  find  workers  to  do  the  job 
that  will  have  to  be  done.  And  those 
workers  will  be  needed  in  the  local 
churches,  for  the  Boards  and  Agencies 
cannot  save  us. 

W.  M.  McCutcheon 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

I  must  cast  my  rote 

for  term  episcopacy 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  reference  to  your 
editorial  of  October  31  on  “term 
episcopacy  .”  You  may  be  right  in  stating 
that  it  is  possible  to  make  a  good  case  for 
both  “life”  and  “term”  election  of 
bishops.  Part  of  the  problem  is  that  we 
have  some  good  bishops  and  others  who 
are  not  so  good.  Some  abuse  their 
authority  while  others  use  it  well. 

You  reflect  the  lay  viewpoint  in  one  of 
your  statements.  You  wrote,  “Life  tenure 
does  not  assure  good  leadership  (that  is 
right! )  but  it  does  confer  upon  the  bishop 
responsibility  to  lead,  free  from  won¬ 
dering  where  he  will  be  appointed  when 
his  term  ends." 

The  question  is,  why  should  a  bishop  be 
immune  from  this  “wondering”  that 
comes  to  most  ministers?  In  fact,  you 
could  ask  that  same  question  inserting 
the  word  minister  where  you  have  the 
word  bishop.  How  quickly  bishops  and 
superintendents  seem  to  forget  how  this 
“wondering”  feels.  Perhaps  “remem¬ 
bering”  would  make  a  difference  in  the 
way  they  make  their  appointments  as 
well  as  their  statements  and  acts  of 
leadership. 

It  would  seem  more  equitable  if  we  had 
leaders  who  were  in  “all  points  tempted" 
and  tried  as  the  ministers  are.  Somehow 
it  seems  right  that  what  is  good  for  the 
ministers  would  be  good  for  the 
ministerial  leaders  also.  If  I  could,  I 
would  cast  my  ballot  for  term 
episcopacy! 

Albert  W.  Scarffe 
Pueblo,  Colorado 

Is  (i  ‘ Christian  lifestyle' 
anything  ire  say? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  submit  to  you  the 
following  as  my  concerned  reaction  to  a 
contemporary  issue. 

The  purpose  of  our  United  Methodist 
Church  is  redemption  —  not  ac¬ 
commodation!  When  I  read  of  the  UMW 
Division’s  decision  to  urge  the  General 
Conference  to  spend  priority  time 
studying  the  case  of  sexuality  —  namely, 
whether  to  accept  homosexuality  as  a 
Christian  life-style  (TM/UMR,  Oct.  24), 

I  decided  I  must  speak  out.  Is  a  Christian 
life-style  whatever  a  person  or  group 
wants  without  reference  to  God?  What 
does  it  mean  to  expend  energy  studying 
what  we  should  already  know?  Is  the 
experience  and  guideline  of  the  past  as 
they  come  down  to  us  from  both  Old  and 
New  Testaments  regarding  the  un¬ 
naturalness  of  homosexuality  so  in  error 
that  we,  in  our  new  wisdom,  now  want  to 
condone  it?  Has  the  time  arrived  when 
we  should  call  this  evil,  good?  Is 
Christian  love  really  loving  if  it  accepts 
and  condones  a  person’s  sin? 

Accommodation  or  redemption?  Which 
will  our  church  choose?  If  it  chooses  the 
former,  there  will  be  a  divided,  not  a 
united  Methodist  Church.  And  rightly  so 
—  for  who  can  in  good  conscience  remain 
in  an  organization  that  has  departed 
from  its  God-given  purpose? 

Mrs.  Frank  Ebright 
Versailles,  Missouri 

Assault  on  church 
has  gone  loo  Jar 

To  the  Editor: 

Surely  the  radical  assault  upon  the 
Bible,  the  Hymnal,  and  the  liturgy  by 
hypersensitive,  overly  sex-conscious 
people  has  gone  too  far.  Are  those  in 


positions  of  power  and  influence  in  our 
church  at  this  time  really  willing  to 
mangle  our  traditions  of  language, 
thought,  and  communication  for  a  false 
issue?  Who  among  us  has  ever  had  any 
shred  of  doubt  about  the  fact  that  the 
generic  masculine  makes  impartial 
reference  to  both  male  and  female?  Who, 
honestly,  has  felt  left  out  by  references 
to  “brotherhood'.'  Who  honestly  has 
reason  to  believe  that  those  who  grow  up 
singing  “peace  to  men  on  earth”  are 
thereby  in  some  way  mysteriously 
tainted  with  a  sense  of  sexual  inferiority 
or  superiority? 

Concerning  our  Heavenly  Father:  One 
could  predict  widespread  agreement 
among  our  leaders  that,  literally 
speaking,  God  is  neither  a  male  nor  a 
female  person  —  nor  a  “male/female” 
person.  Theological  balance  (judgment- 
mercy,  terrible  might-everlasting  arms, 
prime  mover-cosmic  womb,  etc.)  is 
certainly  to  be  desired;  but  has  it 
anything  much  to  do  with  whether  a 
woman  should  be  elected  chairman  of 
her  committee,  or  whether  colleges 
should  pay  attention  to  sex  ratios  in  the 
freshman  class,  or  whether  or  not 
government  agencies  should  force  in¬ 
stitutions  of  higher  learning  to  practice 
sexist  (and  racist)  discrimination  in 
hiring  (“Affirmative  action”)? 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Gillham 

Albion,  Michigan 

Editorial  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  an  officer  in  our  church,  so 
regularly  receive  Circuit  West  (Southern 
California  -  Arizona  edition  of 
TM/  UMR),  and  also  read  it.  I  have  been 
disturbed  with  articles  that  seem  to 
water  down  what  I  thought  was  very 
basic  to  the  beliefs  of  our  church  and  the 
Christian  Way. 

I  believe  that  the  Christian  way  should 
extend  to  all  peoples,  but  in  so  doing  a 
change  will  show  in  the  life  of  all  those 
who  take  on  this  way. 

Your  editorial  on  sexuality  stand:  “No 
change  needed”  assured  me  that  we  still 
believe  that  we  are  in  the  world  and  not  of 
the  world.  That  Christianity  still  holds  for 
moral  values  and  is  not  transformed  by 
the  world.  Vonda  M.  Black 

San  Diego,  California 


With  this  attitude,  he  began  that  long 
seven  year  journey  of  schooling  required 
for  United  Methodist  ministers.  As  things 
turned  out,  that  seven  years  moved  very 
quickly.  He  took  a  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  and  then  the  master  of  divinity 
degree.  After  finishing  college  and  prior 
to  entering  graduate  training,  he 
married  the  girl  he  met  near  that  same 
small  quiet  stream. 

In  1957,  with  seven  years  of  training 
finished,  this  young  man  returned  to  his 
native  annual  conference  to  begin  his 
work  in  the  church.  That  first  year  was  a 
disaster.  He  almost  left  the  ministry 
because  of  “circumstances”  that  came 
his  way.  He  moved  on  through,  and 
stayed  with  the  church.  He  moved  into 
another  annual  conference  after  some 
two  and  a  half  years  in  his  native  annual 
conference. 

In  this  conference  he  served  gladly  and 
had  a  good  ministry.  His  interest 
changed  from  the  pulpit  ministry  to 
educational  ministry.  Soon  after,  he 
moved  into  two  larger  churches  as  the 
education  minister.  He  sought  and 
received  some  of  the  finest  training 
available  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  became  a  leader  among  the 
education  people.  He  wrote  many  ar¬ 
ticles  for  the  various  publications  of  his 
beloved  church.  He  taught  many 
leadership  training  enterprises.  He  was 
deeply  in  love  with  the  church  and 
wanted  to  serve  it  even  better. 

One  day,  about  three  years  ago,  the 
phone  rang  in  his  office.  It  was  the 
recruitment  officer  of  a  Methodist 
college.  He  was  offered  the  opportunity 
to  receive  still  additional  training  and 
secure  a  degree  on  the  master’s  level  in 
Christian  Education.  After  much  thought 
and  prayer  over  such  a  big  decision,  he, 
with  his  wife  and  four  children,  decided 
to  accept  this  opportunity.  Never  did  he 
realize  the  trap  into  which  he  was 
walking. 

The  trap  was  sprung  in  May,  1974.  Here 
was  a  man  of  God,  well-trained  and 
qualified  in  many  ways,  but  he  was 
unable  to  secure  employment  in  his 
beloved  church.  Even  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  from  which  he  had  come  “had  no 
openings  in  Christian  Education.” 

He  called  churches  throughout  the' 
United  States  who  he  knew  were  looking 
for  help  on  their  staff,  but  to  no  avail. 
Most  positions  had  already  been  filled. 
Others  did  not  want  a  “minister”  (the 
expense  was  too  great),  but  a  director  of 
education. 

With  his  annual  conference  deadline 
falling  in  on  him,  he  had  to  make  a 
decision.  In  consultation  with  his  bishop, 
he  asked  and  received  “voluntary 
location”  status.  The  love  affair  that  had 
begun  some  27  years  ago  was  over.  He 
left  the  ministry  of  the  church  he  loved. 
Twenty-seven  years  of  experience  and 
training  now  sit  on  the  shelf,  unused. 

In  June,  1974,  he  sought  secular  em¬ 
ployment.  He  found  it.  But  there  is  still 
that  longing  deep  within  to  serve  the 
church  once  more  as  a  minister. 

One  of  the  interesting  side  effects  to 
this  is  the  discrimination  which  he  has 
experienced.  He  is  white,  middle-aged, 
well-trained,  and  has  good  references, 
but  no  one  will  hire  him.  Several  job 
openings  went  to  minority  people  since 
the  church  has  ignored  them  so  long.  He 
became  a  victim  of  discrimination.  He 
was  not  black,  brown,  or  red.  He  did  not 
wear  a  skirt.  He  was  passed  over  in  order 
to  eliminate  discrimination  from  the 
church. 

But  all  is  not  lost!  He  and  his  family 
are  active  members  of  a  local  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  teaches  an  adult 
class  on  Sunday  morning,  and  works  with 
the  junior  high  youth  on  Sunday  evening. 

He  hopes  someday  his  phone  will  ring 
again.  This  time,  he  is  hoping  it  is 
someone  offering  him  a  job  within  the 
church.  Until  that  time  comes,  he  will 
continue  to  work  in  the  church,  but  the 
love  affair  has  lost  a  lot  of  its  glitter. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

By  request  of  the  writer,  the  name  of 
this  week's  contributor  is  withheld. 
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Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion.  Cosh  must  accompany  order  exr  jpt  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advapce.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  *ds  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  698-2410. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 
years  in  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request.  412-A  South  St. 

Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  7520L  (210-747-4540. 

FREE!  "300  Humorous  Dlustratlons  for  _ 
Religious  Speakers"  when  you  subscribe  to  the 
"Journal  of  Religious  Speaking."  a  monthly 
resource  service  for  persons  seeking  to  share 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  from  pulpit  or 
platform.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Only  $10 
per  year  from  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory,  P.O.  Box  11025,  Knoxville,  TN. 

37919. 

PRAYERS  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS,  beautiful 
book,  by  Elizabeth  Evans  Turner.  P.  O.  Box 
25381.  Houston.  Texas  77006.  Single  copy  $2 JO 
postpaid.  6  copies  $1.50  each. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home.  Write  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Call!.  93950.  or  Lake  Park,  1850 

Alice  St.,  Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 

FURNISHED  TWO-BEDROOM  COTTAGE: 
Sierra  foothills.  Available  to  mature  couple  for 
part  time  help  for  retired  citizens.  L.  Graves, 

Pine  Grove,  Amador  Co..  Calif.,  (209  )  296-4802. 

S UNGLOW  MISSION  RANCH:  Nestled  in  a 
secluded  Chirlcahua  mountain  valley  near 
Douglas.  Arlz.  Ideal  for  fun  and  complete 
relaxation  of  spirit,  mind  and  body.  Chapel, 
library,  stereo,  fishing,  swimming,  riding, 
hiking,  bird  watching,  rock  hunting.  Nine 
house-keeping  units;  low  year  around  rates. 
Perretts,  Star  Route.  Pearce.  Arlz.  85625.  Ph. 

(602)  824-3364. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundrv  service., 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-nnokers. 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  Personnel  Department.  Methodist 
|  Home.  1111  Herring  £ve.,  Waco.  Texas.76708. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH 
needed  for  1100  member  church  nestled  in  the 
beautiful  mountains  of  East  Tennessee. 
Congenial  staff  and  pleasant  working  con¬ 
ditions.  Salary  plus  housing.  Send  resume  and 
recent  photograph  to  Dr.  Arthur  H.  Jones.  Jr., 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  900  Spring  St.. 
Johnson  City,  Tenn.  37601. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.:  Mount  Vernon  Place 
United  Methodist  Church  located  in  the  heart 
of  the  nation's  capital,  1400  members  — 
primarily  from  the  suburban  areas  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  —  is  looking  for  a 
Director  or  Associate  Director  of  Christian 
Education  to  develop  a  Young  Adult  Program. 
Experience  worklffk  with  young  adults 
necessary.  Contact:  Rev.  Stanley  G.  Harrell, 

900  Massachusetts  Ave.  N.W.,  Washington, 

WANTED:  Full-time  Music-Youth  Director. 
Church  of  500  members.  Fully  graded  choirs. 

’  Salary  $9,000.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

B"x  934.  Fort  Meade.  Fla.  33841. 

YOUNG  OR  OLDER  house  parents  needed  for 
people-encouraging-people  youth  home  In 
South  Bend.  Indiana.  Lyle  Loomis,  3012  S. 
Twyckenham,  South  Bend.  Ind.  46614. 
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Demonstrators  win  protest 

NEW  YORK  —  Demonstrators  displaying  a  fish  net,  wool  yarn  and  placards 
outside  the  U.S.  Attorney’s  office  here  apparently  won  their  protest.  They  were 
protesting  the  U.S.  Treasury  Department’s  denial  of  shipping  licenses  to  the 
American  Friends  Service  to  send  such  supplies  to  North  and  South  Vietnam.  This 
picture  in  a  local  paper  must  have  made  the  point;  a  few  days  ago  the  licenses  were 
granted. 

Why  fishnets?  Because,  said  the  Quakers,  fishnets  are  likely  to  produce  more  food 
than  any  one  shipment  of  food. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  last  month  called  for  removal  of 
North  and  South  Vietnam  from  the  U.S.  “Trading  with  the  Enemy  Act.”  A  letter  sent 
to  Congress  stated  that  if  the  American  people  are  to  assist  in  Vietnam’s 
reconstruction,  restrictions  must  be  lifted.  Also,  the  U.M.  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  joined  several  other  religious  groups  in  backing  a  bill  in  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  to  remove  the  restrictions.  religious  news  service  photo 

Pollster  offers  ways 
to  reach  unchurched 


MARRIOTTSVILLE,  Md.  (RNS)  — 
George  Gallup  Jr.,  head  of  the  Gallup 
Poll,  has  offered  a  church  exploratory 
consultation  nine  steps  it  might  take  to 
“evangelize  the  unchurched  or  the  un¬ 
committed.” 

He  was  one  of  three  major  speakers 
addressing  the  gathering  to  explore 
“Evangelizing  the  80  Million  Unchurched 
Americans,”  the  conference’s  formal 
title,  sponsored  by  five  Catholic  groups. 

The  nine  steps  suggested  by  the  44- 
year-old  president  of  The  American 
Institute  of  Public  opinion,  Princeton, 
N.J.  are: 

—“Examine  and  evaluate  the  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  your  mission  through 
surveys  you  can  take.  They  can  give  a 
simple,  quick  way  to  measure  change  in 
religious  belief,  practice  and  knowledge 
in  your  parish. 

—“Increase  your  church’s  outreach 
through  a  counseling  service,  because 

|  Tithing  on  a  I 
I  money-back  £ 
guarantee 

RICHLAND,  Wash.  Try  tithing  $ 

:•  for  one  .y£#r  —  on  a  “monqy-bapk  * 

•:  guarantee.”  If  you  are  not  satisfied 
:•  at  the  end  of  the  year,  your  money 
•:  will  be  refunded  with  no  questions  v 
asked. 

;•  That  statement  came  from  the 
pastor  of  Central  Protestant  Church  £ 
here  (a  UMC  congregation)  on 
Loyalty  Sunday  Nov.  16.  And  the  * 
church  went  from  nine  tithers  to  90 
•:  and  increased  its  pledged  budget  32 
;•  percent.  ft 

■:  “We  believe  that  tithing  is  the  :jj 
:•  Lord’s  way  to  finance  his  work,”  * 

<  senior  minister  Joe  Harding  told  >: 

:•  TM/  UMR.  “The  Council  on 
Ministries  backed  me  all  the  way.  ft 
•:  We  told  the  members  the  greatest  v 
:•  blessing  in  tithing  is  the  tither  and  :jj 
•:  asked  them  to  try  tithing  for  a  year  ft 
:•  oh  a  ‘money-back  guarantee.’  If  they  jjj 
are  not  satisfied  with  the  blessings  in  ;|: 
ft  their  lives  and  the  new  sense  of  joy, 
we  will  refund  their  money  with  no  X 
ft  questions  asked.”  ft 

•ft  The  2000-member  church  sets  its 
ft  budget  based  on  the  Loyalty  Sunday  ft 
v  pledges.  Last  year’s  total  of  $172,000  jij 
was  increased  $56,000  to  $228,000  ft 
>;  with  this  year’s  “money-back”  £ 

$  tithing  emphasis.  Sixty  families  are  ft 
£  giving  $1000  or  more  to  the  church.  ft 


even  non-religious  people  are  interested 
in  such  services. 

—“Take  advantage  of  the  growing 
reservoir  of  manpower  and  womanpower 
available  in  the  United  States.  Many 
people  are  ready  to  work  but  haven’t 
been  called  upon. 

—“Examine  reasons  for  defection 
from  within  your  membership. 
Evangelizing  ought  also  to  be  within  the 
church  among  those  who  are  drifting 
away  from  it. 

—“Pay  close  attention  to  the  leader¬ 
ship  needs  of  women.  Women  are  the 
backbone  of  the  church.  They  do  more 
work  in  the  local  parishes,  pray  more  and 
believe  more  deeply  in  God  than  men. 

—“Help  develop  ways  to  strengthen 
the  family  unit.  Everyone  agrees  today 
that  the  breakdown  of  the  family  in  this 
country  is  the  key  problem  in  our  society. 

—“Examine  the  financial  potential  of 
persons  not  only  inside  but  outside  the 
church. 

—“Improve  communications  between 
laymen  and  clergy  in  the  church  and 
between  the  upper  hierarchy  of  the 
church  and  the  parish  clergy. 

—“Encourage  the  participation  of  lay 
Catholics  —  and  Protestants  —  in  the 
church.  Lay  Catholics  do  want  to  be  more 
involved  in  the  parish’s  mission,  and 
Protestants  can  be  called  on  to  help 
Catholic  efforts  too.” 

Gallup  Poll  surveys  have  shown,  he 
said,  that  levels  of  commitment  to 
religious  belief  by  Americans  suggest 
that  the  United  States  “may  be  the 
most  religious  nation,  including  pre¬ 
dominantly  Catholic  nations,  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  —  at  least  in  terms  of  the 
outward  manifestations  of  religion. 

“In  addition,  little  erosion  in  basic 
beliefs  is  found  among  the  public  as  a 
whole,”  he  continued.  “Americans  have, 
in  fact,  held  firmly  to  basic  religious 
beliefs  over  the  last  quarter  century 
while  a  dramatic  change  has  come  about 
in  certain  European  nations  during  this 
period  of  time.” 

“Taking  account  of  persons  who  cannot 
attend  church  because  of  personal  or 
family  illness  and  those  who  are  anti¬ 
church  or  anti-religious,  there  still 
remains  the  possibility  of  increasing 
church  attendance  by  approximately 
one-half,”  he  noted. 

“The  really  exciting  news  from  our 
surveys  is  that  ‘intrinsically’  religious 
people  —  those  who  truly  live  their  faith 
—  reinvigorate  society  far  more  than 
those  who  are  ‘extrinsically’  religious, 
those  who  are  religious  for  social  reasons 
and  who  are  drawn  to  the  church  as  an 
institution  rather  to  the  church  as  an 
expression  of  God’s  love  for  mankind.” 


Minorities  adopt  a  united  front 

Task  force  agrees  on  goals  to  combat  local  church  ‘crisis’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
3''nior  Staff  Writer 

DES  PLAINES,  Ill.  —  In  a  “landmark 
show  of  unity”  the  diverse  30-member 
Consultation  Task  Force  on  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  unanimously 
adopted  eight  shared  goals  and  ac¬ 
companying  strategies  here  last  week  to 
combat  the  “crisis”  in  United 
Methodism’s  four  ethnic  communities 

Agreement  was  also  reached  on  a 
minimum  $60  million  dollar  price  tag  for 
the  upcoming  quadrennium.  (See  story 
elsewhere  on  this  page.) 

The  Nov.  17-18  meeting  here  of  Native 
Americans,  Hispanic,  Black  and  Asian- 
American  representatives  was  the 
culmination  of  a  study  and  development 
process  ordered  last  March  when  the 
church's  General' Cbriri&il  6n  Ministries 
(GCOM)  declared  the  “crisis”  in  the 
ethnic  local  churches  as  a  missional 
priority,  along  with  world  hunger. 

“In  spite  of  the  great  diversities 
represented  around  the  table,  we’ve 
surprised  both  the  church  and  ourselves 
with  the  distance  we’ve  covered  since 
last  spring,”  Dr.  George  Outen  said  here. 
He  is  the  Board  of  Discipleship  coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  consultation. 

The  eight  goals  agreed  on  are: 

•  Recruitment  of  ethnic  ministry 
beyond  present  or  anticipated  vacancies  . 

•  Development  of  education  and 
seminary  training  related  to  ethnic 
ministry  needs  and  practices; 

•  Inclusion  and  enhancement  of 
ethnic  ritual  and  tradition  in  minority 
churches  and  the  UMC  as  a  whole; 

•  Develop  new  forms  of  evangelism 
integrating  effective  strategies  of  the 
past; 

•  Increase  visibility  and  represen¬ 
tation  of  ethnic  minorities  on  church 
boards  and  agencies; 

•  Intentionally  recruit  lay  men, 
women  and  youth  for  church  leadership 
at  all  levels; 

•  Work  for  greater  inter  ethnic  ac¬ 
cord; 

•  Utilize  ethnic  minority  churches  in 
implementing  hunger  and  other  projects 
affecting  ethnic  communities. 

The  process  so  far  has  included  the 
development  of  a  study  document  by 
Dr.  Carl  Fields,  the  researcher. 


writer/  analyst  for  the  consultation, 
which  provided  the  framework  for  a 
series  of  four  “mini-consultations” 
during  Sept,  and  Oct.  with  ethnic  local 
church  leadership.  Careful  scrutiny  of  a 
revised  draft  which  incorporated 
suggestions  from  the  mini-consultations 
was  followed  by  unanimous  approval  for 
its  presentation  to  the  GCOM  in  early 
December. 

Native  American  strategy 

The  Native  Americans,  who  had 
rejected  the  study  document  because  of 
“a  history  of  other  people  writing  for  us," 
brought  their" 'own  paper'^to  the  con¬ 
sultation. 

“The  imperative  for  Native  Americans 
is  for  us  to  study  and  research  our  own 
needs,”  said  Ms.  Diane  Moats,  Los 
Angeles,  head  of  the  Native  American 
writing  team.  She  said  Indian 
representatives  from  across  the  country 
agreed  that  their  biggest  need  was  for  a 
study  commission,  composed  primarily 
of  Native  Americans,  to  “prescribe  the 
nature  of  Native  American  ministries 
beyond  1980  and  its  implications  for  the 
local  church." 

The  study  commission  with  a  staff  of 
three  Native  Americans,  as  proposed, 
would  cost  $443,665,  and  it  was  approved 
by  the  task  force. 

A  worry  which  surfaced  during  the 
“mini-consultations”  with  local  church 
leaders  was -that  once  the  GCOM  acted  on 
their  document,  there  would  not  be  any 
further  ethnic  input  into  the  budget  and 
legislation  process. 

In  response  to  that  concern  a  Strategy 
and  Implementation  committee  of  13 
ethnic  representatives  was  named, 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Joel  Martinez,  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  staff  person  in  New 
York.  The  strategy  group  was  asked  to 
develop  an  addendum  report  laying  out  a 
detailed  budget,  legislative  proposals 
and  supporting  date;  plan  the  December 
presentation  to  the  GCOM  and  follow  the 
action  through  General  Conference. 

Further,  the  Consultation  task  force 
will  recommend  to  GCOM  that  the 
church’s  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  be  assigned  the  job  of  creating  a 
monitoring  committee  to  specifically 
watch-dog  implementation  of  ethnic  local 
church  strategies  through  the  next 


the  church  today 


Bible  teacher  stops  school 
prayer  and  Bible  reading 

FORT  WALTON  BEACH,  Fla  (RNS) 
—  Mandatory  prayer  and  Bible  reading 
to  start  the  school  day  has  finally  stopped 
in  Okaloosa  County  in  the  Florida 
panhandle,  12  years  after  the  U!S. 
Supreme  Court  forbade  such  exercises. 

U.S.  District  Court  Judge  Winston  Arno 
in  Pensacola  issued  an  injunction  halting 
the  devotions  after  a  complaint  by 
Champee  Kemp;_  a  sixth-grade  math¬ 
ematics  teacher  iricf'  ftrelladbt  of  the 
local  unit  of  the  Florida  Education 
Association. 

The  31-year-old  teacher,  who  also 
teaches  Bible  classes  at  a  United 
Methodist  Church,  said  she  felt  she  had  to 
assert  “my  rights  as  a  teacher”  because 
her  pupils  have  many  different  religious 
backgrounds. 

Two  board  execs  protest 
violations  in  Chile 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Two 
United  Methodist  leaders  have  written  to 
the  U.S.  and  Chilean  governments  to  ask 
Chile  to  “halt  .  .  continuing  violations  of 
fundamental  human  rights.” 

The  statement  from  the  Rev.  A.  Dudley 
Ward,  general  secretary,  and  Herman 
Will,  world  peace  executive  of  the  UM 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  referred  to 
“recent  reports  of  new  arrests  in  Chile, 
many  involving  religious  leaders  ac¬ 
tively  seeking  to  minister  to  the 
thousands  of  people  who  have  been 
arrested,  imprisoned,  tortured,  killed  or 
who  have  disappeared." 


TM/UMR  editor  reports  on-the-scene  action 


The  United  Methodists  asked  the  U.S. 
government  “to  consider  its  heavy 
responsibility  for  the  past  and  present 
policies  which  may  have  contributed  to, 
or  permitted  the  continuance  of,  these 
grave  offenses  against  the  human  con¬ 
science  and  international  morality." 

They  offer  sympathy  and  support  to 
“those  who  continue  this  ministry  in 
Christ’s  name,  even  at  great  personal 
risk.” 

‘Right  to  food’  policy  urged 
on  U.S. 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  A.  James  Armstrong, 
Aberdeen,  S.D.,  has  joined  leaders  of 
several  American  denominations  to 
endorse  a  congressional  resolution 
declaring  “the  right  to  food”  to  be  U.S. 
policy. 

The  resolution,  introduced  by  Oregon 
Republican  Senator  Mark  Hatfield  and 
Minnesota  Democratic  Representative 
Donald  Fraser  says  that  “every  person 
in  this  country  and  throughout  the  world 
has  .the  right  ...  to  a  nutritionally 
adequate  diet.”  This  is  to  be  a  “cor¬ 
nerstone  of  U.S.  policy”  and  “a  fun¬ 
damental  point  of  reference  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  legislation  and  administrative 
decisions  in  areas  such  as  trade, 
assistance,  monetary  reform,  military 
spending  and  all  other  matters  that  bear 
on  hunger.” 

The  church  leaders  also  urge  their 
members  to  send  an  “offering  of  letters” 
starting  around  Thanksgiving  to  urge 
passage  of  the  resolitfion. 


World  Council  of  Churches  opens  historic  meeting 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  —  Amid  the  rhyth¬ 
mic  sound  of  African  drums,  Kenyan 
Archbishop  Festo  Olang  opened  the  Fifth 
Assembly  of  World  Council  of  Churches 
(WCC)  here  Sunday  with  the  words: 
“Our  God  shall  come,  and  shall  not  keep 
silence.  Gather  my  saints  together 
unto  me.  Hear,  my  people,  and  I  will 
speak.” 

As  the  Archbishop  spoke  and  delegates 
and  observers  from  Christian  churches 
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around  the  world  began  processing  into 
theKenyatte  Conference  Center,  a  young 
Scottish  minister  shouting  “This  is  an 
assembly  of  the  anti-Christ”  grabbed  the 
microphone.  He  was  hurriedly  whisked 
away  from  the  Assembly  area  by 
security  officers  as  the  processional  con¬ 
tinued. 

The  Assembly,  whose  theme  is  “Jesus 
Christ  Frees  and  Unites,”  was  officially 
opened  with  a  prayer  by  WCC  general 
secretary  Philip  Potter,  a  Methodist 
from  the  West  Indies.  He  petitioned  God 
“so  to  direct,  sanctify  and  govern  us  in 
our  work,  by  the  mighty  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  that  the  comfortable  gospel 
of  Christ  may  be  truly  preached,  truly 
received  and  truly  followed  in  all  places 
till  at  length  the  whole  of  thy  disbursed 
sheep,  being  gathered  into  the  fold,  shall 
become  partakers  of  everlasting  life; 
through  the  merits  and  death  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Savior.” 

As  more  than  2,000  participants  were 
seated  for  the  opening  worship 
celebration,  the  striking  diversity  of 
language,  theology,  human  color,  dress 
and  culture  which  characterizes  the  WCC 
was  apparent.  Yet  in  worship,  it  was 
equally  apparent  the  commitment  to  one 
Lord,  and  His  universal  church,  tran¬ 
scended  the  points  of  diversity. 

During  the  business  sessions  of  the 
Assembly,  which  began  Monday,  the 


diversity  of  outlook  among  the  par¬ 
ticipants  are  likely  to  be  reflected  much 
more  sharply.  ,  , 

The  Assembly  .setting  in  Swahili¬ 
speaking  East  Africa  —  where  in¬ 
dependence  from  colonial  rule  is  still 
incomplete  and  the  process  of  nation- 
building  is  still  injbe  infant  stage  —  is 
likely  to  give  added  impetus  to  those  who 
espouse  “Third  World”  or  “liberation” 
theology, 

The  Assembly  theme  itself,  “Jesus 
Christ  Frees  and  Unites,”  carries  many 
different  connotations.  The  Swahili  word 
“uhuru”  means  freedom  —  as  political 
independence;  the  word  “harambee” 
likewise  carries  political  connotations: 
“let  us  pull  together  to  build  a  nation.” 
For  Americans,  this  stands  in  stark 
contrast  to  the  current  Bicentennial 
celebration  of  freedom  and  nationhood. 
Similarly,  participants  from  other 
Christian  communions  around  the  globe 
bring  their  own  histories  and  experiences 
of  the  faith  as  it  relates  to  the  common 
theme. 

Among  the  major  issues  likely  to 
surface  at  the  Assembly. are: 

(1)  In  what  ways,  and  to  what  extend 
should  Christians  in  free  nations  support 
the  effort  of  persons  in  oppressed  nations 
to  gain  freedom? 

(2)  How  should  Christians  relate  to 
non-Christians  —  so  as  to  affirm  their 
freedom  of  kJHofe&J  While  seeking  to 


proclaim  Jesus  Christ  as  God’s  answer  to 
the  dilemmas  faced  by  all  human  kind? 

(3)  How  should  Christians  in  affluent 
nations  seek  to  better  the  plight  of  per¬ 
sons  in  a  world  where  most  are  hungry 
and  lack  the  basic  necessities  of  life? 

(4)  How  may  Christians  most  ef¬ 
fectively  bring  the  spiritual  values  of  the 
gospel  to  bear  in  a  world  dominated  by 
science  and  technology? 

(5)  How  may  Christians  transcend 
their  denominational  divisions  to  present 
a  united  witness  to  Christ  in  our  world? 

No  matter  how  these  questions  are 
answered,  the  WCC  Fifth  Assembly 
seems  destined  to  stand  as  a  landmark 
event  in  20th  century  Christianity.  In  this 
one  forum,  Christians  of  virtually  every 
theological  and  cultural  bent  are 
gathered  together  to  discuss  their  dif¬ 
ferences  and  how  they  may  move  for¬ 
ward  together  —  despite  those  dif¬ 
ferences  —  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

Finding  such  unity  amid  such  diversity 
stands  as  a  monumental  challenge  to  the 
participants  from  the  WCC’s  271-member 
churches,  whose  combined  memberships 
total  more  than  500  million.  That  such  ah 
attempt  is  even  being  made  represents  a 
source  of  hope  for  all  who  profess  Christ. 

(Comprehensive  reports'on  discussions 
of  actions  of  the  Assembly,  which  lasts 
until  Dec.  10,  will  follow  in  subsequent 
issues  of  TM/  UMR.) 


quadrennium  and  report  to  the  1980 
General  Conference. 

An  inclusive  church 

Asked  by  the  general  council  to  define 
“the  inclusive  church”  a  statement  was 
adopted  here  which  says  that  “the 
diverse  constituency  of  the  UMC  offers  a 
unique  opportunity  for  realizing  a 
genuine,  inclusive,  racially  and 
ethnically  pluralistic  fellowship.”  .  . 
but  “The  sharing  of  power  among  all 
racial  and  ethnic  groups  cannot  be 
achieved  by  a  strictly  mathematical 
formula,”  the  statement  says. 

What  is  needed  is  a  broad  recognition 
that  a  culturally  pluralistic  church  is  a 
richer  church,  and  that  strengthening  the 
ethnic  components  will  strengthen  the 
total  church.  This  cannot  happen,  the 

‘ Bare-bones ’  minimum 


statement  says,  without  “an  intentional 
effort”  on  all  levels  of  the  church. 

The  alternative  is  to  have  an  ethnic 
constituency  “in  continually  diminishing 
numbers.” 

The  shared  goals  and  strategies,  along 
with  four  sub-sections  defining  strategies 
to  meet  the  peculiar  needs  of  each  ethnic 
group,  are  an  attempt  to  outline  “an 
intentional  effort.” 

Dr.  Carl  Fields  said  implementation  of 
the  agreed  on  goals  would  require  the 
"united  will”  of  the  ethnic  communities 
as  well  as  “informed  determination.”  If 
the  groups  fall  back  into  competing  with 
each  other  instead  of  supporting  each 
other,  the  real  job  of  implementing  the 
goals  which  lies  ahead  will  not  succeed, 
he  said. 


‘Crisis’  price  tag 
set  at  $60  million 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DES  PLAINES,  Ill.  -  Resolving  the 
“crisis"  in  United  Methodism's  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  was  put  into 
financial  terms  here  Nov.  17-18  with  the 
attachment  of  a  $60  million  dollar  price 
tag  for  the  next  four  years. 

Meeting  here  to  prepare  a  final  report 
for  the  church’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM),  the  30-member  Task 
Force  on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  estimated  the  $15  million  needed 
annually  as  a  “bare  bones”  minimum 
(See  related  story  this  page.) 

The  task  force  will  recommend  to  the 
GCOM  and  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  (GCFA),  meeting 
jointly  in  St.  Louis,  Dec.  2-5,  that  one- 
third  of  the  total  be  “new"  monies.  The 
other  two-thirds  should  be  “surfaced” 
through  a  mandated  re-prioritization  of 
general  board  and  agency  and  annual 
conference  budgets,  task  force  coor¬ 
dinator  George  Outen.  Nashville,  told  the 
GCOM  Finance  Committee  meeting  here 
at  the  same  time. 

The  budget  estimate  came  to  the 
committee  just  ‘in  the  nick  of  time'  as  it 
turned  out.  Only  a  last  ditch  plea  by  Dr. 
Melvin  Talbert  and  the  Rev.  Hector 
Navas  for  the  GCOM  to  rearrange  its  St. 
Louis  schedule  prevented  exclusion  of 
the  ethnic  local  church  priority  from 
World  Service  budget  considerations.  As 
originally  scheduled,  the  GCFA  would 
have  adjourned  before  GCOM  could  act 
on  the  report  from  the  ethnic  consultation 
task  force. 

Dr,  Talbert  cited  the  enormous  loss  of 
confidence  that  would  result  in  the  ethnic 
community  if  a  schedule  snarl  were 
allowed  to  block  hopes  that  the  church 
meant  to  seriously  consider  their  con¬ 
cerns. 


Asked  if  present  program  agency  funds 
for  ethnic  minorities  will  be  applied  to¬ 
ward  the  $5  million  which  may  be 
requested  of  them,  the  Rev.  Joel 
Martinez  speculated  that  while  program 
boards  have  ethnic  projects,  very  few  are 
directed  toward  the  local  churches.  He  is 
the  chairperson  of  the  consultation’s 
committee  on  strategy  and  implemen¬ 
tation. 

Program  agency  representatives  of¬ 
fered  a  somewhat  different  picture  when 
the  same  question  was  asked  of  them.  Dr. 
Dudley  Ward  said  “justice  is  the  whole 
work  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
with  education  legislation,  health  care, 
housing  and  human  relations  being 
special  concerns  directly  related  to 
ethnic  minorities.” 

“Twenty  percent  of  the  resources  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  are  directed  to 
the  ethnic  local  church,  particularly  in 
developing  educational  ministries  with 
ethnic  constituencies,”  reported  Dr. 
Talbert,  head  of  the  board.  He  said  ef¬ 
forts  are  now  isolated  in  one  area  where 
the  issue  needs  to  be  addressed  totally. 

Dr.  Tracey  Jones  reported  that  60 
percent  of  the  budget  of  the  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  or  about  $7  million,  is 
directed  toward  ethnic  minorities. 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
executive  Thomas  Trotter  reported  that 
$600,000  of  their  budget  goes  to  ethnic 
minority  education,  primarily. 

The  Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  estimated  20  percent  of  its 
budget  and  the  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  said  40  percent  of  its  special 
self  determination  fund  are  earmarked 
for  the  ethnic  local  church. 


How  to  divide  World  Service 
dollar  faces  top-level  councils 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  How  do  you  stretch  a 
$20  1  million  income  “ceiling"  to  cover 
$36.3  million  in  requests? 

That  is  the  “heavy  agenda”  facing  two 
top-level  United  Methodist  councils  —  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM), 
chief  program-coordinating  agency,  and 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA),  chief  fiscal 
agency  when  they  meet  in  St.  Louis,  Dec 
2-5. 

The  two  councils  must  recommend 
mutually  agreeable  World  Service 
allocations  for  the  church’s  six  program 
agencies  to  the  1976  General  Conference. 

The  dimensions  of  the  decision  became 
clear  as  a  result  of  just-completed  GCOM 
budget  hearings  between  the  six  agencies 
and  leaders  of  GCOM  and  GCFA,  said  the 
Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire.  GCOM  general 
secretary. 

Annual  requests  for  the  next  four  years 
are: 

•  Program  agency  budgets  —  $32.3 
million. 

•  Special  request  for  emergency 
money  for  U.M.  colleges  facing  financial 
crisis  —  $2  million. 

•  Special  request  to  meet  needs  in 
ethnic  higher  education  —  $2  million. 

•  Estimated  need  to  combat  the 
“crisis”  in  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church  —  $15  million. 

•  Putting  the  world  hunger  “crisis” 
program  into  action  —  $5  million. 

(The  program  agencies  are:  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  and 
Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women.  World  Service  is  the  basic 
benevolence  fund  which  operates 
programs,  missions  and  outreach  of  the 
UMC.) 

On  the  other  hand,  the  World  Service 
“ceiling”  recommended  by  GCFA  for  the 
program  agencies  is  $20.1  million  per 
year,  an  increase  of  about  4.4  percent 
over  the  1973-76  quadrennium. 

Mr.  Dewire  told  TM/  UMR  that  the 
GCOM  finance  committee  will  recom¬ 
mend  program  agency  budgets  which 
are  within  the  $20.1  million  ceiling. 

But  at  this  point  GCOM  doesn’t  see  any 
way  to  include  the  special  requests  for 
church  colleges  and  ethnic  education  in 
WorldService  without  raising  the  ceiling, 
he  said. 

The  estimated  askings  for  world 
hunger  and  ethnic  minority  local  chur¬ 
ches  are  not  in  World  Service  budget 
considerations  yet  and  may  never  be. 
Mr.  Dewire  said  each  task  force  will 
recommend  optional  ways  to  fund  their 
goals  which  may  or  may  not  include 
World  Service.  He  said  it’s  his  “hunch” 


that  they  “probably  will  be  financed 
outside  of  World  Service.”  Options  might 
be  the  Advance  or  the  creation  of  a 
special  benevolence  fund. 

In  addition  to  the  program  agency 
allocations,  GCFA  recommends  a  total 
World  Service  figure  which  includes  the 
operations  of  GCOM,  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  the  fiscal  council.  A 
total  goal  of  $24.9  million  is  being 
recommended.  This  is  about  6  percent 
above  the  present  annual  goal  of  $23.5 
million. 
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_  In  his  own  words, 

from  his  Journal  and  other  records, 
Wesley  comes  alive  again  on  tapes 
designed  for  spiritual  growth  and 
teaching  in  the  Wesley  tradition! 

#111  —  JOHN  WESLEY  IS  BORN 
AGAIN!  Hear  Wesley  tell  of  his  attempt 
to  find  salvation  through  good  works.  Fail¬ 
ing,  faith  avails  and  miracles  begin  A 
strong  testimony! 

#  112  —  MIRACLES  NEVER  CEASED! 

Wesley  teaches  that  miracles,  tongues, 
and  gifts  of  the  Spirit  continued  in  the 
church  after  Apostolical  times.  Wesley  had 
no  doubts! 

#113  —  THE  NATURE  OF  CHRISTI¬ 
ANITY!  Wesley  teaches  on  the  nature  of 
true  Christians  and  Christianity 
#114  -  MIRACLES  IN  EARLY 
METHODISM!  From  his  Journal,  Wesley 
tells  of  the  numerous  supernatural  works 
of  God  in  his  ministry. 

#  115  —  FAITH  THAT  JUSTIFIES  ALL! 
Wesley’s  famous  sermon  on  Faith.  A 
classic  and  a  standard  of  all  Methodist 
doctrine.  Evangelical! 

Now  only  $4.75  each,  all  five  for 
$19.00.  Texas  residents  add  5%  sales 
tax.  Postage  is  prepaid. 
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U,M.  judge  spreads  4servanthood’ 

Societies  to  help  people  in  need  spring  up  in  local  churches 


Mother  burs  vaccinations  on  religious  grounds 

LIVERPOOL,  W.  Va.  —  Mrs.  Rita  Smith  helps  her  children  —  from  left.  Trey.  8, 
Julie,  5.  and  Travis,  7  —  with  school  work  at  their  home  here.  Mrs.  Smith  has  refused 
to  permit  them  to  be  vaccinated  against  tuberculosis  on  religious  grounds,  and  the 
children  have  been  barred  from  attending  public  schools.  Mrs.  Smith.  27,  a  member 
of  Herbert  \V.  Armstrong’s  Worldwide  Church  of  God.  said  her  sons  have  had 
smallpox  and  diptheria  shots  because  they  were  immunized  "before  I  learned  of  the 
harmful  effects  that  vaccines  may  cause."  She  has  pleaded  not  guilty  in  a  circuit 
court  to  a  charge  of  disobeying  West  Virginia  state  law,  which  requires  school 
children  to  be  innoculated  against  tuberculosis,  diptheria.  polio  and  smallpox. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Hunger  effort  outlined 

Every  person  can  plug  in,  say  officials 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
DES  PLAINES,  Ill.  —  Agreement  on 
the  broad  outlines  of  a  church-wide  world 
hunger  program  were  reached  here  Nov. 
17-18  by  an  inter-agency  work  group 
coordinated  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

“We  are  conceptualizing  a  program 
that  will  give  every  person  in  the  church 
a  place  to  plug  in."  Dr  Tracey  Jones, 
BGM  executive,  said  as  he  reported  to 
the  General  Council  of  Ministries  finance 
committee  that  the  program  was 
estimated  to  cost  $5  million  annually 
during  the  1977-80  quadrennium 
Three  writing  teams  are  fleshing  out 
the  agreed  on  outlines,  Ms  Doreen  Tilgh- 
man,  BGM  staff  member  assigned  to  the 
program,  told  TM/  UMR.  The  first  area, 
which  is  set  to  get  60  percent  of  the 
budget,  is  tentatively  called  "services 
and  resources  leading  to  the  alleviation 
of  basic  causes  of  hunger  in  the  U.S.  and 
overseas." 

Essentially,  the  thrust  of  the  first  area 
is  to  “sensitize  and  motivate  persons  to 
become  involved  in  solving  the  w-orld 


hunger  problem"  according  to  Dr. 
Dudley  Ward,  Church  and  Society 
representative  on  the  work  group. 

The  other  two  areas,  “advocacy”  and 
"lifestyles,”  are  set  to  receive  20  percent 
each  of  the  budget. 

The  “lifestyles"  area  will  be  an  effort 
to  get  300,000  United  Methodists  to 
examine  and  adjust  their  lifestyles  to  a 
new  world  situation  as  part  of  an  ex¬ 
perimental  covenant.  Dr.  Ward  said. 
“Advocacy”  will  have  to  do  with  social 
policy  questions,  i.e.  multinationals, 
energy,  etc.,  at  the  local,  national  and 
international  level  related  to  world 
hunger,  he  said. 

The  program  proposal,  which  was 
ordered  by  the  General  Council  of 
Ministries  (GCOM)  last  March  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  world  hunger  “crisis,”  will  be 
given  to  the  council  in  early  December. 

Optional  methods  of  funding  the 
proposal  have  not  been  agreed  on,  Ms. 
Tilghman  said,  but  could  include  World 
Service,  redistribution  of  budgets,  The 
Advance,  or  a  World  Service  Special 
Fund. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

HOUSTON.  Tx.  -  If  a  United 
Methodist  federal  judge  here  has  his 
way,  every  local  church  in  the 
denomination  will  soon  be  setting  up  a 
task  force  with  one  simple  purpose:  to 
help  people  in  need. 

But  be  forewarned,  says  U.S.  District 
Judge  Woodrow  Seals:  when  you  go  into 
the  business  of  helping  people,  that’s 
servanthood,  and  it’s  likely  to  be  hard, 
grubby  work.  . 

He  should  know.  As  organizer  of  a 
group  called  "The  Society  of  St.  Stephen" 
at  his  own  church  —  and  later  as  spark¬ 
plug  of  perhaps  100  such  groups  in  the 
Texas  conference  —  the  judge  has  done 
everything  from  digging  a  cesspool  to 
finding  temporary  housing  to  bailing 
people  out  of  jail. 

But  that’s  as  it  should  be,  he  says.  “Too 
many  people  fall  between  the  institutions 
and  are  in  need.  Jesus  was  the  suffering 
servant.  We  too  must  serve  and  suffer. 
We  must  preach  by  doing;  our  actions 
must  speak  for  us." 

Now  he  hopes  that  a  boost  from 
General  Conference  will  spread  similar 
groups  to  all  local  churches  across  the 
denomination.  The  general  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  has  picked  up  on 
Judge  Seals’  idea  and  will  petition 
General  Conference  to  encourage  “such 
an  organization  or  structure”  through 
work  areas  of  Christian  social  concerns. 

A  society  or  task  force  can  only  be 
organized  around  a  need,  Judge  Seals 
told  TM/  UMR.  It  cannot  be  organized  in 
the  abstract.  So  he  advises  a  church  to 
find  an  individual  or  family  who  needs 
help,  then  start  meeting  regularly  to 
assess  and  then  fill  those  needs. 

“We  think  in  our  affluent  life  that  the 
government,  welfare  agencies  and  other 
public  institutions  are  meeting  the  needs 
of  poor  people.  Unfortunately,  they  are 
not,”  says  a  widely-distributed  booklet 
called  “The  Society  of  St.  Stephen  and 
How  to  Organize  One  in  Your  Church.” 
Needs  and  the  needy  are  endless, 

J  Poem  of  the  Week 

Footsteps 

By  JIM  REEVES 

Where  have  all  the  footsteps  gone, 

Of  Jesus  Christ  who  walked  alone? 

A  peasant  priest  of  thirty-three, 

Who  gave  His  life  for  you  and  me. 

The  hallowed  steps  have  not  been  lost, 
To  those  who  dare  to  pay  the  cost, 

And  give  their  all  for  Jesus’  sake. 

Oh,  what  a  giant  step  to  take! 


Judge  Seals  says.  Food,  clothing, 
housing,  money,  transportation,  jobs, 
medical  and  dental  help,  referral  to 
social  agencies  and  legal  help,  coun¬ 
seling,  prayer  —  “You’ll  find  that  the 
more  people  you  help,  the  more  calls 
you’ll  have.  If  you  never  help  anybody, 
no  one  ever  calls  you  for  help." 

Some  people’s  needs  are  so  great,  he 
explained,  that  it  takes  a  lot  of  people 
working  together  to  help  them,  “cer¬ 
tainly  more  than  a  pastor  working  alone 
can  do."  For  example,  between  a  Friday 
and  Tuesday  sometime  ago,  his  Society 
went  into  action  for  a  needy  family  in 
these  ways:  placed  the  family  in  a  motel, 
found  them  a  house  and  provided  one 
month’s  rent  plus  some  cash;  enrolled 
the  children  in  school;  found  the  husband 
a  job;  rounded  up  some  furniture;  and 
had  the  house  repaired  for  use. 

"When  they  got  on  their  feet,  that 


TM/UMR  consecrates  facilities 


Communications  council  notes  growth 


Bv  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Consecration  of  new  office, 
composition  and  printing  facilities  of  The 
Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter  (TM/  UMR)  newspaper 
highlighted  the  annual  meeting  here  Nov. 
20  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Council  (UMCC). 

Speaking  from  a  platform  attached  to  a 
forklift  in  the  newspaper’s  newly  pur¬ 
chased  printing  plant,  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe  of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth 
Area  told  more  than  60  persons  at  a 
special  consecration  service  that  "our 
task  is  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Great 
Communicator  —  Jesus  Christ.” 

Referring  to  the  "fantastic  growth" 
which  has  seen  TM/  UMR  expand  in  five 
years  from  a  100,000  circulation 
newspaper  strictly  within  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  to  a  322,000  circulation 
publication  with  national  distribution, 
Bishop  Stowe  praised  the  newspaper  for 
its  role  in  “filling  the  urgent”  com¬ 
munications  needs  of  the  church.  At  the 
same  time,  however,  he  presented  a 
warning:  "The  day  when  this  newspaper 
—  or  any  church  publication  —  forgets 
that  its  primary  task  is  that  of 
proclaiming  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  it 
will  doom  itself  to  failure." 

The  consecration  service  followed  an 
open  house  for  the  new  TM/  UMR 
facilities.  It  was  held  just  prior  to  the 
opening  session  of  the  UMCC  annual 
meeting. 

(Owned  by  the  seven  annual  con¬ 
ferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  the 
UMCC  includes  representatives  from  20 
annual  conferences  outside  those  states 
where  conference  editions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  are  circulated. 
Although  not  voting  members  of  the 


entire  council,  these  representatives 
have  full  voice  and  vote  in  the  council’s 
Newspaper  Division.  The  Newspaper 
Division  operates  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  —  which  is  known  as  The  Texas 
Methodist  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico.) 

Other  divisions  of  the  council  include 
the  Media  Division,  which  handles  press 
relations  and  church  communications 
efforts  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  and  the 
Agency  Service  Division,  which  provides 
professional  print,  film  and  sound  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  same  area. 

Newspaper  division 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
editor-general  manager  of  TM/  UMR, 
told  the  council  that  1975  may  prove  to 
be  “The  year  that  the  Texas  Meth¬ 
odist/United  Methodist  Reporter  ‘came 
of  age’  as  an  institution  serving  the 
church.” 

Pointing  to  continued  growth  of  cir¬ 
culation,  Mr.  Dunnam  said  several 
factors  have  combined  to  solidify 
TM/  UMR  in  the  past  year.  Among 
factors  he  listed  were  the  following: 
(1.)  The  moving  of  the  newspaper  into 
new  facilities,  combining  all  editorial, 
business,  typesetting,  printing  and 
mailing  facilities  under  one  roof  for 
the  first  time;  (2.)  The  purchase  by 
TM/  UMR  of  its  own  printing  press  and 
related  equipment  (printing  was  for¬ 
merly  done  on  a  contractural  basis); 
(3. )  The  lease  of  computer  equipment  to 
centralize  and  add  efficiency  to  the 
handling  of  subscription  lists;  and 
(4.)  The  demise  of  "Today”  magazine 
(former  general  church  periodical), 
magnifying  TM/  UMR’s  role  in  the  life  of 
the  church. 

Other  items  included  in  the  Newspaper 
Division  report  were  the  following: 


family  didn’t  need  us  anymore,"  he  says. 
"So  we  went  on  to  help  another  family. 
It’s  better  to  concentrate  your  efforts  in 
one  place  while  the  need  exists.  It  isn’t 
good  to  spread  too  thin.” 

Judge  Seals  started  a  Society  of  St. 
Stephen  eight  years  ago  at  St.  Stephens 
UMC  here  —  though  the  society  got  its 
name  not  from  his  local  church,  he  says, 
but  from  the  first  Christian  martyr  “who 
was  also  the  first  chairperson  of 
Christian  social  concerns." 

Today  as  conference  coordinator  for 
the  societies,  Judge  Seals  and  12  district 
coordinators  are  available  for  workshops 
at  local  churches.  And  as  word  of  the 
societies  spreads,  calls  for  help  send 
them  constantly  looking  for  more  local 
churches  to  involve. 

The  world  and  the  church  sorely  need 
concerned  laypersons  who  are  “ac¬ 
tivists,”  he  says.  “Too  many  people  think 


Hispanic  church  builds 
bridge  between  people 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

ASTORIA,  N.Y.  —  Some  call  it  an 
“advocacy”  program.  Others,  like  the 
pastor  of  a  small  Hispanic  congregation 
here,  call  it  simply  “a  bridge  between 
people  who  need  help  and  people  who  can 
give  help.” 

But  whatever  it’s  called,  it’s  important 
for  the  church  to  help  those  in  need  get  a 
handle  on  rights  and  benefits  which 
belong  to  them,  says  the  Rev.  Pedro 
Trinidad,  pastor  of  Long  Island  UMC. 

At  the  church,  a  brand-new  in¬ 
formation  center  is  now  available  for  the 
entire  multi-ethnic  community:  a 
referral  service  for  clients  and  social 
service  agencies. 

Funded  as  a  pilot  project  by  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  and 
the  New  York  Annual  Conference,  the 
center  will  lend  a  hand  with  information 
about  medical  and  legal  assistance, 
services  for  the  elderly,  unemployment 
and  welfare  benefits,  and  more. 

"One  person  may  want  to  know  about 
getting  scholarshin  aid  for  a  son  or 
daughter.  Another  may  need  to  know 
what  to  do  about  unwarranted  long 
distance  charges  on  a  phone  bill.  There 
are  so  many  things  that  cause  problems 
for  people,"  Mr.  Trinidad  said. 

His  80-member  congregation  is 
Hispanic,  housed  in  the  facilities  of  First 
UMC  here.  “But  even  though  Spanish¬ 
speaking  people  have  an  added 
problem,"  he  said,  "this  kind  of  service 
is  for  our  whole  community.  It  isn’t  just 
Hispanics  who  sometimes  don’t  know 
where  to  turn  or  what  to  do.” 

Since  the  center  opened  last  month, 


staffed  by  a  director  and  a  community 
worker  who  are  both  members  of  the 
congregation,  the  main  thrust  has  been  to 
get  the  word  out  to  social  service  and 
church  agencies  that  “we  are  here,  we 
need  all  the  information  that  they  can 
give  us  and  we  are  available  to  help  them 
serve  people,”  the  pastor  said. 

But  requests  for  aid  are  coming  in,  he 
said  and  he  has  already  heard  from 
another  church  wanting  to  know  how  to 
start  an  information  center. 


activism  is  studying  something  and 
passing  resolutions.” 

But  not  he.  As  he  talked  with 
TM/  UMR  last  week,  he  was  already 
busy  trying  to  find  four  more  local 
churches  to  form  societies  around  the 
needs  of  a  young  quadraplegic  woman 
whose  plight  had  come  to  this 
newspaper’s  attention. 

|  ‘ Jesus  Jeans’  | 
I  stir  protest 

£  NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  sale  £ 
and  “less  than  tasteful"  promotion  £ 
£  of  an  Italian-manufactured  line  of*:* 
£  slacks  called  “Jesus  Jeans”  has:-: 
been  protested  here. 

Father  Kenneth  Jadoff  of  the:-: 
Roman  Catholic  archdiocesan  £ 
£  communication  office  said  “the;? 
£  whole  marketing  approach  is  of- £ 
fensive  to  the  Christian  com-# 
£  munity."  He  charged  that  the  in-£ 
•j:  dustry  had  exploited  Jesus,  using  a  :*:• 
v  name  held  sacred  by  millions  for  ft 
£  profit-making  purposes.  £ 

•>  The  billboard,  which  the  ad-  :£ 
£  vertising  company  plans  to  take  j£ 
£  down,  shows  the  rear  view  of  a  £• 
woman's  buttocks,  tightly  encased  •£ 
£  in  brief  denim  shorts.  Printed  on  the  £ 
v  jeans  are  the  words  “Chi  mi  ama  mi  £ 
£  segua."  To  the  right  is  the  English  £ 
£  translation,  "He  who  loves  me  £ 
;£  follows  me  ...  Jesus  Jeans.” 

£  A  sales  representative  held  that  £ 
£•  the  reaction  to  the  "Jesus  Jeans”  £ 
£  has  been  “positive”  nationwide  and  g 
£  would  continue. 


J 


Church  called  to  open  doors , 
start  caring  for  single  adults 


GARDEN  GROVE.  Calif.  (RNS)  - 
More  than  600  unmarried  adults  from  35 
cities  attended  the  first  national 
“Christian  Singles”  conference  here, 
sponsored  by  the  Garden  Grove  Com¬ 
munity  Church. 

Dr.  Robert  H.  Schuller,  radio  preacher, 
founder  and  pastor  of  the  innovative 
7,300-member  church,  said  religious 
groups  must  place  greater  emphasis  on 
filling  the  “family  needs”  of  single 
adults,  including  the  divorced. 

“Too  many  contemporary  churches 
spend  too  much  time  condemning  the 
divorced  and  too  little  time  caring  for  the 
divorced,”  said  the  Rev.  Jim  Smoke,  full¬ 
time  minister  to  single  adults  at  the 
church  He  reported  that  about  75  per 
cent  of  conference  registrants  were 
divorced  persons. 

Mr.  Smoke  said  that  “the  issue  is  not 
whether  divorce  is  right  or  wrong,  but 


who  is  working  with  the  victims."  He 
said  his  classes  for  the  divorced  at 
Garden  Grove  church  include  material 
on  how  to  handle  their  children,  former 
mates,  emotions,  careers,  remarriage 
and  biblical  perspectives  on  divorce.” 

Participants  in  a  panel  on  “what  my 
divorce  taught  me”  agreed  that  lack  of 
communication  between  spouses  had 
been  the  most  significant  cause  of  their 
divorce.  The  majority  felt  that  if  Christ 
had  been  at  the  center  of  the  marriage 
relationship,  the  union  would  have 
lasted. 

Marie  Edwards,  a  clinical  psychologist 
and  author,  observed  that  the  “happiest 
single  people  make  the  happiest  married 
people.  If  you  like  yourself,  you  begin  to 
attract  others  to  you." 

She  urged  singles  to  become  “Twinkle 
People,"  whom  she  described  as  those 
“who  send  out  warm  signals.” 


Bishop  leads  the  consecration  service 
DALLAS  —  “We  consecrate  ourselves  anew  to  His  service.”  responded  the 
leaders  and  people  to  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe's  words  at  the  consecration  of 
TM/UMR’s  newly  acquired  printing  press  and  facilities.  Officials  leading  the 
service  were  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor-general  manager;  Dr.  Ted 
Richardson,  newspaper  division  chairperson;  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  U.M.  Communica¬ 
tions  Council  chairperson;  and  the  Rev.  Wayne  Williams,  newspaper  division 
secretary.  TM  UMR  Photo:  Patricio  Oa|da 


•  Three  additional  annual  conferences 
began  weekly  publication  of  TM/  UMR 
editions  in  1975  and  seven  more  annual 
conferences  will  take  part  in  TM/  UMR 
area  and  conference  editions  beginning 
early  in  1976,  bringing  the  total  to  35  con¬ 
ferences  served.  Three  districts  also 
insert  one  additional  page  in  their  con¬ 
ference  editions. 

•  A  net  gain  of  17  TM/  UMR  local 
church  editions  were  added  during  the 
past  12  months,  bringing  the  total  to  165. 

•  A  resolution  was  approved  en¬ 
couraging  council  members  to  protest 
postal  increases  planned  for  non-profit 
publications  by  the  United  States  Postal 
Service. 

Media  division 

Dr.  Robert  L.  Robertson,  director  of 
the  Media  Division,  reported  to  the 
council  on  his  division’s  plans  for 
General  Conference  coverage  in  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.  next  year. 

Dr.  Robertson  said  that  through  the  use 
of  para-professionals  the  news  service 
portion  of  his  division  will  perform  five 
news  media  functions  at  that  conference. 
They  will  include:  (1.)  Production  of 
local  angle  television  news  for  specific 
television  stations  (in  cooperation  with 
the  Public  Media  Division  of  the 
denomination’s  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications);  (2.)  Production  of 
local  angle  radio  news  to  be  provided  by 
telephone  to  certain  radio  stations; 
(3.)  Production  of  newspaper  photo 
features;  (4.)  Writing  of  local  angle 
news  stories  for  newspaper  use;  and 
(5.)  Assistance  for  religion  writers  from 
five  daily  newspapers. 

Other  items  in  the  Media  Division 
report  included  the  following: 

•  The  “Church  Resource  Systems” 
program  started  on  a  “shoestring  bud¬ 
get”  last  year  has  shown  considerable 
growth  for  the  first  ten  months  of  1975. 
CRS  provides  an  annual  communications 
clinic  and  special  discount  purchasing 
offers  on  instructional  media  equipment. 

•  The  new-  Radio/Television  Pro¬ 
duction  Department  began  last  year 
reported  some  difficulties  in  getting  “off 
the  ground”  but  Dr.  Robertson  said  the 
department  is  currently  “moving  ahead” 
again. 

Agency  Service  division 

The  Rev.  Jack  McGee,  director  of  the 
Agency  Service  Division,  reported 
continued  increase  in  the  use  of  his 
division’s  services  by  local  churches  and 
church  agencies  with  a  12  per  cent  in¬ 
come  increase  for  the  year. 

The  newest  of  the  three  divisions, 
Agency  Service  reported  continuing 
demand  for  its  help  with  film  and  sound 
production,  publications,  consultant 
services  and  advertising. 

This  divisiefo  will  cooperate  with  the 
other  two  in  the  over-all  coverage  of 
General  Conference  next  year.  Its 
specific  duties  will  be  to  furnish  editorial 
and  reporting  services. 


DICK  VAN  DYKE 
HEADLINE/  THE 
YEAR/  MO/T 
UNU/UAL 
&IET  IDEA  / 


THE  MEANING  OF  CHRISTMAS 
A  Storybook  in  Sound 
Narrated  by  Dick  Van  Dyke 

Four  captivating  stories  of  Christmas,  based  on 
biblical  events— a  handsomely  illustrated  book  com¬ 
bined  with  the  dramatic  narration  of  Dick  Van  Dyke 
on  a  60-minute  cassette.  This  new  reading-and-listening 
experience  is  the  year’s  most  unusual  holiday  gift  pack¬ 
age.  Illustrated.  With  a  60-minute  cassette.  $8.95 

SAINT  NICHOLAS 
Life  and  Legend 
By  Martin  Ebon 

WhaflsWeconnection  be¬ 
tween  the  legend  of  the  gift¬ 
giving  saint  and  the  three 
gold  balls  hung  in  pawn¬ 
shops?  Here  is  the  full  story 
of  St.  Nicholas,  lavishly  illus¬ 
trated  and  peppered  with 
little  known  facts.  The  book's 
unusual  illustrations  actually 
let  us  see  the  man  evolve  into 
the  legend.  This  season's 
most  captivating  gift  book. 

50  illustrations.  $8.95 


-fL  Harper  Row 

I  1  10  E.  53rd  St.,  New  York  10022 
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More  Holiday  Favorites: 


JESUS 

by  Malcolm  Muggerldge 

Illustrated  $17.95 

BEHOLD  THPCHRIST 
by  Roland  Balnton 

Illustrated  $10.00 


MOSES 

by  Thomas  Keneally 

Illustrated  $12.00 

FIRST  CHRISTMAS 
by  Paul  L.  Malar 

Illustrated  $5.95 


THE  TREASURE  CHEST 
by  Charles  L.  Wallis 

Regular  edition  $6.95 
Deluxe  edition  $12,50 
White  edition  $13.95 
Illustrated 
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United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  are  always  in  the 
midst  of  activity,  doing,  serving, 
spreading  the  “gospel”  of  their 
fellowship  through  the  many  activities 
which  they  carry  out.  Some  of  these  come 
to  the  attention  of  this  newspaper,  and 
since  space  does  not  always  permit  in¬ 
dividual  stories,  we  have  attempted  to 
compile  in  this  edition  news  events  that 
have  been  sent  to  us  by  our  “women.” 

Lake  Charles  District 

Lake  Chrles  District  UMW  held  their 
annual  meeting  at  First  Church,  Jen¬ 
nings,  in  October.  A  large  group  at¬ 
tended,  and  much  enthusiasm  was  noted. 
The  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  pastor  of 
the  church,  was  host,  and  helped  in 
the  program.  Others  taking  part,  were: 
the  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  District 
Superintendent;  Mrs.  Warren  Blake- 
man,  District  President;  Mrs.  Wanda  de 
Cordova,  local  president  of  UMW,  host 
church;  and  Mrs.  Robert  Compton, 
immediate  Past  President  of  the 
Conference.  A  gift  to  missions  was  made 
in  Mrs.  Compton’s  honor. 

Ruston  District 

The  Ruston  District  School  of  Christian 
Mission  and  Annual  meeting  of  UMW 
was  held  at  Springhill  Church,  with  more 
than  150  women  in  attendance.  Mrs.  R.  J. 
McGehee  was  reelected  president  of  the 
District  group.  Mission  study  courses 
and  leaders  included:  “The  Prophets,” 
led  by  Betty  Rowell  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Moon  ; 
"A  Nation  Under  God,”  with  Elouida 
Flanakin;  and  “Southeast  Asia,”  led  by 
the  Rev.  Ray  Holt. 


Shreveport  District 

Mrs.  Finis  Crutchfield  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  Shreveport  District  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  UMW  held  in  Mansfield’s 
First  Church.  A  large  group  was  on  hand 
to  hear  Mrs.  Crutchfield  speak  of  her 
recent  tour  of  missions  projects  in 
Southeast  Asia.  The  stimulating  manner 
in  which  she  shared  her  experience 
brought  contagious  response. 

Hammond  District 

Women  of  the  Hammond  District  met 
in  Gonzales  for  a  challenging  and  in¬ 
spirational  annual  meeting.  Highlighting 
the  day  was  the  address  by  Dr.  Margaret 
Brand,  from  Carville  Public  Health 
Hospital.  Over  115  women  met  to  attend 
to  business,  share  a  luncheon  prepared 
by  the  Gonzales  ladies,  and  to  install  new 
officers  for  1976.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Muller,  of 
Ponchatoula,  is  the  new  District 
President,  succeeding  Mrs.  Mary 
Margaret  Burris,  who  has  just  completed 
her  term.  Other  officers  installed:  Mrs. 
Louise  Perritt,  of  Bogalusa,  Vice- 
President;  Mrs.  Harry  D.  Spence,  Slidell, 
Treasurer;  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  Butler,  Sr., 
Franklinton,  Secretary. 

Local  UMW  Activities 

The  Robert’s  UMW  Denham  Springs, 
held  their  Annual  Woman’s  Day 
Program  in  late  October,  using  as  the 
theme  “Christian  Women  United.”  Mrs. 
Gloria  Chapman,  Vice-President  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  was  the  featured 
speaker.  The  local  unit  reports  a 
“wonderful  and  profitable  time”  was 
enjoyed  by  a  large  group  of  women. 


United  Methodist  Women  of  Calvary 
Church,  Thibodaux,  held  their  annual 
Celebration  at  the  church  in  the  early 
fall.  Using  as  the  theme  “Women  With 
Their  Responsibility  at  Heart,”  the 
program  highlighted  the  theme 
throughout.  Mrs.  Vivian  Bell,  a  member 
of  a  local  A.M.E.  church  was  speaker, 
and  the  Community  Chorus  furnished 
music,  with  Mrs.  Lillina  Joseph  of 
Magnolia  UM  Church,  Johnson  Ridge, 
soloist.  Mrs.  Deloris  Jones  was  chair¬ 
person  for  the  successful  occasion,  and 
Mrs.  Irma  Moore  presided.  Pastor  of  the 
Calvary  Church  is  the  Rev.  Taft  Bowie. 

Mrs.  Janet  Hoffpauir,  Alexandria 
District  Treasurer  of  UMW  and  a 
member  of  Palestine  Church,  was  guest 
speaker  at  a  meeting  of  UMW  at  St. 
Mark  Church  recently.  Mrs.  Hoffpauir 
made  an  interesting  and  informative 
presentation  of  women’s  gifts  through 
missions.  Mrs.  Daisy  Larry  is  President 
of  the  St.  Mark's  UMW. 

First  Church,  Slidell,  UMW  installed 
officers  at  a  recent  candlelight  service 
written  by  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Thelma 
Brett.  The  Rev.  Philip  Woodland  con¬ 
ducted  the  service  of  installation.  This 
active  group  brings  many  services  to  the 
church  and  community.  Installed  at  the 
November  meeting  were:  President, 
Jeannine  Macy;  Vice-President,  Thelma 
Brett;  Secretary,  Gail  Campbell; 
Treasurer,  Polly  Spence;  Christian 
Personhood  Chairperson,  Vera  Packer; 
Christian  Social  Involvement  Chair¬ 
person,  Lorraine  Ashby;  Christian 
Supportive  Community  Chairperson, 
Beverly  Foster;  Christian  Global  Con¬ 
cerns  Chairperson,  Jane  Easterwood. 


McGuire  members 
participate  in  Lay 
Witness  Mission 
abroad 

Over  70  Christians  representing  a 
number  of  United  Methodist  churches 
and  different  denominations  flew  from 
the  Monroe  Airport  recently  for  Israel- 
Ireland  Tour  and  Lay  Witness  Mission. 
Among  them  were  twenty  active 
members  of  the  McGuire  Church,  West 
Monroe. 

The  Mission  in  Northern  Ireland  took 
place  November  21-23,  climaxing  with  a 
two-day  crusade  in  Belfast  with  the 
Bowdoin-Sowder  Evangelistic  Team  of 
the  Methodist  Hour,  Orlando,  Fla. 

There  were  325  witnesses  who  went  to 
Northern  Ireland  for  11  Lay  Witness 
Missions  in  Methodist  Churches  in  the 
Belfast  community.  There  were  also 
several  mini-missions  and  many  ex¬ 
tensive  speaking  and  sharing  op¬ 
portunities  in  this  strife-tom  area. 

The  Rev.  Deen  Thompson  is  pastor  of 
the  McGuire  church. 

First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  sponsors 


Vietnamese  family 


Pictured  above  is  the  Nguyen  Tan 
Trong  family  who  are  now  living  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Under  the  sponsorship  of  First 
Church,  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  pastor, 
the  Trongs  arrived  in  the  early  fall.  Mr. 
Trong,  a  former  helicopter  pilot  in  the 
Vietnam  Armed  Forces,  previously  had 
spent  some  time  in  this  country  learning 
English  and  then  proceeding  through 
flight  school.  Members  of  the  church 
have  given  the  children  a  special  course 
in  English,  which  has  enabled  them  to 
enroll  in  a  local  school.  Members  of  the 
Church  initiated  this  sponsorship  with 
great  enthusiasm  and  have  expressed 
their  satisfaction  with  this  “rewarding 
experience.” 


Early  Deadline 

Because  of  the  holiday  schedule, 
material  for  editions  of  this  news¬ 
paper  prepared  during  Christmas 
and  New  Year’s  weeks  will  have 
early  deadlines.  Copy  prepared  on 
December  22nd  will  appear  Janu¬ 
ary  2.  Copy  prepared  December 
29th  will  appear  January  9.  Please 
send  news  at  least  two  weeks  in  ad¬ 
vance. 


Mrs.  Janet  Hoffpauir,  featured  speaker  at  St.  Mark's  UMW 
meeting 


Slidell  First  Church,  UMW  officers. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Not  long  ago  a  seminar  on  church  and  national  life  was  sponsored  by  the 
Lutheran  Council,  whose  leaders  invited  a  professor  of  economics  from 
Southern  Methodist  University  to  be  one  of  the  guest  speakers.  Dr.  Paul  Heyne 
is  reported  to  have  told  the  group  that  “we  have  no  housing  crisis,  but  we  are 
victims  of  the  strange  assumption  that  everyone  should  have  a  $40,000  house. 
There  is  not  a  shortage  of  jobs,  but  there  is  a  shortage  of  jobs  which  people  are 
willing  to  take.” 

According  to  Dr.  Heyne,  “We  are  asking  from  our  economic  system 
something  which  only  G<xi  can  provide  —  meaning  for  our  lives.  It  is  a  myth  to 
believe  that  the  federal  government  can  solve  all  these  problems  ...” 

Federal  Reserve  Board  Governor  Robert  C.  Holland  discussed  the  current 
economic  situation  and  reported  that  we  are  not  at  a  critical  juncture  or  a 
turning  point.  What  we  are  living  through  is  a  lengthy  period  when  the  economy 
is  providing  painfully  less  than  we  expect  of  it.” 

All  of  this  is  to  say  that  one  way  to  celebrate  the  Bicentennial  is  to  adopt  a 
simpler  lifestyle,  learning  to  derive  satisfactions  from  the  things  that  abide, 
rather  than  the  material  things  that  we  throw  away.  The  economy  and  the 
federal  government  simply  cannot  do  some  things  for  the  human  spirit,  nor  can 
they  provide  basic  satisfaction.  Dr.  Heyne  and  Mr.  Holland,  in  my  opinion,  were 
raising  some  interesting  discussion. 

Faithfully. 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  1/ 


“Cans”  for  world  hunger 


Mrs.  Margie 
Crawford,  secre¬ 
tary  at  First 
Church,  Denham 
Springs,  is  shown 
with  containers 
which  have  been 
placed  in  each  Sun¬ 
day  School  room  at 
the  entrances  to  the 
church  building  to 
emphasize  the 
World  Hunger  Pro¬ 
gram.  This  pro¬ 
gram,  sponsored  by 
the  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  began  on 
November  1  and 

extended  through  Thanksgiving  Day.  During  the  annual  Thanksgiving  service  each 
teacher  presented  the  offering  from  her  class  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Conference 
Treasurer. 


Warren  member  awarded  for  service 


In  a  recent  ceremony  Mrs.  Senna  McClain,  seated  left,  was  presented  a  plaque  for 
her  45  years  of  service  as  President  of  the  Communion  Stewards  of  Warren  Church, 
Lake  Charles.  Also  in  the  picture  are:  ( seated )  Mrs.  Idell  Martin  and  Mrs.  Betty 
Gordon;  standing  (l-r)  are  Mrs.  Gertrude  Calvin;  Mrs.  Lillian  Nisby  ;  Mrs.  Edmonia 
Mott;  Mrs.  Leola  Gallien;  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Burd;  Mrs.  Alberta  Anderson,  President; 
Mrs.  Ella  Abraham,  who  made  the  presentation;  and  Pastor  Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr. 


“What  have  we  learned?”  is  theme  of 


Sicily  Island  church  “sings” 


Broadmoor  sponsors  scout  troops 


kindergarten  class  at  Round  Grove 


The  Kindergarten  Class  of  Round 
Grove  Church,  Shreveport,  recently 
presented  an  outstanding  program  using 
the  theme  “What  Have  We  Learned?”  It 
was  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Rosemary  Bass.  This  is  one  of  the  means 
which  the  church  is  using  to  stimulate 
more  participation  in  the  Sunday  School. 

The  Rev.  James  Graham,  pastor, 
reports  that  the  film  “Burning  Bright” 
Will  be  shown,  to  highlight  the  history  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  other 


churches  of  Methodist  origin  in  our 
country.  Although  the  church  is  small  at 
Round  Grove,  it  is  developing  new  life  in 
its  educational  program  by  using  various 
methods  to  develop  leadership  among 
young  adults  and  other  interested 
members. 

Superintendent  of  the  study  program  is 
Mrs.  Hixie  Taylor.  Also  involved  in  this 
effort  is  Mrs.  Inell  Myers,  chairperson  on 
the  Council  on  Ministries. 


Kinder gartners  at  Round  Grove  Church,  who  presented  a  program  “What  Have 
We  Learned?” 


Two  important  meetings  this  weekend 


Two  important  Conference  meetings 
are  on  the  calendar  for  this  weekend: 
The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries; 
Planning  Committee  for  Methodist  Men’s 
Retreat  and  Conference  Board  of  the 
Laity. 

The  Council  on  Ministries  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  December  5-6  at  First 
Church,  Pineville,  beginning  at  7:30 
P.M.,  Friday.  The  meeting  will  end  at 


3:00  P.M.  on  Saturday.  All  members  are 
urged  to  be  present. 

Tom  Matheny,  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  and  Eloi  Primeaux,  President  of 
United  Methodist  Men,  indicate  that  the 
Planning  Committee  will  be  held  at  10 
A.M.  on  December  6  at  the  Sheraton 
Alexandria  Inn,  Alexandria.  A  meeting 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity  is 
scheduled  for  the  same  location  in  the 
afternoon  on  the  same  day. 


Sicily  Islan 
Church  boasts  four 
choirs,  and  the 
pictured  here  is 
sometimes  affec¬ 
tionately 
"Old  Faithful,’ 
since  its 
have  been 
the  church 
ly  for  many  years. 

It  is  led  by  Mrs. 

Willie  Knight,  who 
also  leads  the  con¬ 
gregational  singing 
at  evening  services. 

The  organist  is 
Mrs.  J.W.  Peniston 

and  the  pastor  is  the  Rev.  James  Hodges.  In  addition  to  those  seen  in  the  picture, 
four  veteran  members  (absent  when  the  picture  was  taken)  are:  Mrs.  Cruse 
Chisum,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Crawford,  Mrs.  Sophie  Lee  Haley,  and  Mrs.  Augusta  Taliaferro. 


“Three  days  that  shook  the  community” 


At  the  close  of  the  “We  Care  Mission”  membership  with  results  that  are 
held  this  fall  in  First  Church,  Hammond,  proving  lasting  good  to  our  church.  .  .” 
the  Rev.  Jerry  Means,  pastor,  described  This  accompanying  photograph  shows 
the  Mission:  .  .  three  days  that  shook  ministers  who  participated. 

the  community  and  excited  the  entire 


in  “God  and  Country”  program 

The  four  boys 
shown  here  were 
formally  Inducted 
into  the  “God  and 
Country"  award 
program  before  the 
Aaministrative 
Board  at  Broad¬ 
moor  Church,  Bat¬ 
on  Rouge,  in  early 
November.  In  the 
ceremony  the 
Scouts  and  Board 
members  pledged 
their  cooperation 
and  prayers.  Six 
additional  Scouts 
who  will  help  to 

constitute  a  class  of  ten  work  together  in  this  project,  which  is  being  coordinated  by 
Marie  Williams.  The  photograph,  (l-r):  the  Rev.  D.  L.  McGuire,  Pastor;  David 
Hammons,  David  Hicks,  David  Coco,  Ren  Rowland;  and  Marie  Williams,  Minister 
of  Youth  and  coordinator. 


Parsonage  dedicated  at  Fitzgerald 


ceremonies,  with  a  number  of  participants.  Some  of  those  present  were  (l-r) :  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield;  the  Rev.  John  Scarf,  former  pastor;  the  Rev.  Jim  Constable, 
former  pastor;  the  Rev.  James  T.  Harrisl  current  pastor;  and  the  Rev.  William  P. 
Fraser,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Hammond  District,  in  which  Fitzgerald  is 


located. 
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What  determines  the  validity 
of  Christian  sermon  topics 


A  recent  survey  by  Dr.  Norman  Vin¬ 
cent  Peale’s  “Foundation  for  Christian 
Living”  points  out  that  a  sizeable  number 
of  Christians  are  in  favor  of  less 
preaching  on  “politics  and  social  issues” 
and  more  on  “prayer,  God’s  guidance, 
and  the  Bible”  (see  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

Such  a  finding  should  not  be  a  surprise 
for  most  of  us.  Few  preachers  in  recent 
years  have  failed  to  hear  that  popular 
theme  of  criticism  from  the  pew  —  either 
as  an  accusation  about  his  or  her  own 
preaching  or  a  charge  against  someone 
else’s. 

Yet  to  divide  sermons  into  two 
categories  labeled  "spiritual-Biblical" 
and  “political-social  action”  and  then 
run  a  survey  asking  participants  to  make 
a  choice  seems  religiously  naive  at  the 
least.  While  the  Peale  survey  may  ac¬ 
curately  measure  the  “frustration  level” 
of  the  laity  on  the  subject  of  sermons,  we 
believe  Dr.  Peale’s  surveyors  asked  the 
wrong  question. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  social  action 
emphasis  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  often  been  used  from  the  pulpits  as  a 
justification  for  the  spouting  of  half- 
baked  political  philosophies  which  are 
passed  off  as  Christian  commitment. 

There  also  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  guise 
of  “prayeiyGocPs  guidance,  and  Biblical 

Astrology:  It’s 
no  longer  just 
a  simple  ‘game’ 

A  recent  “Gallup  Poll”  shows  that  a 
phenomenal  22  per  cent  of  the  adult 
population  of  the  United  States  believe 
their  lives  are  determined  or  at  least 
influenced  by  “the  stars.”  These 
believers  in  the  “pseudo-science”  of 
astrology  have  in  recent  years  turned  the 
fortune-telling  racket  in  this  country  into 
a  multirmillion  dollar  business. 

Some  32  million  Americans,  the  poll 
reveals,  consistantly  turn  to  astrology  for 
a  “weather  forecast”  on  the  problems  of 
their  lives. 

Although  scientists  around  the  world 
repeatedly  point  out  that  astrology  has 
“no  rational  basis”  and  although  ortho¬ 
dox  religious  leaders  unanimously  reject 
it,  many  persons  continue  to  “believe.” 

A  faddish  “religion”  of  superstition? 
Undoubtedly.  Inconsistent  with  the 
Christian  faith?  Undoubtedly.  Still,  that 
same  poll  claims  that  as  many  professing 
Christians  say  they  believe  in  astrology 
as  persons  from  the  general  population 
as  a  whole. 

In  a  world  where  most  Americans 
(even  churchgoers)  would  be  hard 
pressed  to  name  the  four  Gospels,  the 
survey  tells  us  that  77  per  cent  of  the 
adults  in  the  United  States  know  what 
“sign”  of  astrology  they 'were  born 
under.  And  an  astounding  90  per  cent  of 
all  Americans  under  30  years  of  age  know 
their  “sign.” 

What  does  all  of  this  say  to  the  church? 
For  one  thing,  it  says  people  are  in¬ 
terested  in  and  searching  for  “answers” 
about  their  existence.  Such  a  realization 
has  great  positive  potential  for  the 
Christian  faith.  There  is  a  yearning  for 
the  kind  of  eternal  truth  the  Christian 
gospel  can  offer  and  the  church  must 
reach  out  to  fill  that  yearning. 

It  also  says  that  what  was  once  a 
“harmless  little  game”  we  played  as  we 
read  the  newspaper  comics  each  morn¬ 
ing  for  many  persons  is  no  longer  a 
game. 

For  an  increasing  number  of  persons, 
the  “pseudo-science”  is  becoming  a 
‘  ‘  pseudo-religion. '  ’ 

It  is  time  that  Christians  reconsider 
their  participation  —  even  as  a  game  — 
in  the  whole  area  of  horoscopes. 


preaching”  ministers  have  sometimes 
palmed  off  equally  half-baked  and 
culturally-developed  versions  of  religion 
as  Christianity. 

It  seems  that  those  of  us  who  want  to 
limit  the  Christian  faith  to  dealing  on  the 
one  hand  only  with  personal  salvation,  or 
on  the  other  hand  only  with  social  action 
miss  something  basic  to  Christianity. 
That  “something”  is  the  total  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  ridiculous  to  ask  the  question  put 
forth  by  the  Peale  survey.  Who  can 
choose  between  two  such  valid  arenas  for 
the  work  of  the  church?  How  can  one 
such  sermon  topic  exclude  the  other? 

The  valid  question  that  all  of  us  need  to 
be  asking  in  place  of  the  one  presented  by 
the  survey  is:  Where  do  we  find  the 
gospel  in  sermons  today? 

If  there  is  a  single  place  where  ser¬ 
mons  consistently  fall  short,  it  is  in  the 
application  of  the  unique  truths  offered 
by  the  gospel  in  all  areas  of  human 
existence. 

Too  many  preachers  —  both  those  who 
speak  of  politics  and  those  who  shun  it  — 
are  content  to  grind  a  secular  ax  in  a 
world  crying  out  for  the  unique  and 
enlightening  word  of  the  gospel. 

If  there  is  any  purpose  of  sermons  in 
the  worship  services  of  the  church,  it  is  to 
add  this  divine  dimension,  not  only  to  our 
personal  lives,  but  to  the  world  around 
us.  Sermons  become  unworthy  of  the 
Christian  pulpit  not  on  the  basis  of  their 
subjects,  but  on  the  basis  of  whether  or 
not  they  reveal  the  word  of  God  on  those 
subjects. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 


Single  ballot  vote  ty) 
option  suggested 


New  ‘ church  year 9  begins 

Last  Sunday  opened  the  Christian  year.  It  was  the  first  Sunday  in  the  season  of 
Advent.  United  Methodists  are  increasingly  appreciative  of  the  “church  year”  — 
seasons  of  the  year  based  around  major  Christian  events  —  as  a  focus  for  worship 
and  celebration.  TM/UMR  artist  Frank  Jones  depicts  the  seven  seasons  of  the 
"church  year”  in  the  drawing  above,  beginning  at  the  bottom  and  moving  left  to 
right:  Advent,  four  candles  surrounding  the  Christ  candle;  Christmastide,  the 
manger;  Epiphany,  the  star;  Lent,  the  crown  of  thorns  and  cross;  Eastertide,  the 
lilies;  Pentecost,  the  dove;  and  Kingdomtide,  the  crown. 


By  W.  JENE  MILLER 

We  have  just  completed  the  regular 
four-year  election  melee  for  delegates  to 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference. 
In  view  of  the  damage  done  to  the  sense 
of  community,  the  personal  integrity  and 
the  mission  of  the  church,  I  am 
presenting  a  petition  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  requesting  special  legislation 
about  the  election  of  delegates. 

The  petition  that  I  am  making  says: 
“Provided  that  an  annual  conference 
may  adopt  a  resolution  in  the  year  prior 
to  election  of  delegates  which  allows  for 
only  one  ballot  to  be  taken,  conferences 
which  adopt  this  method  of  voting  shall 
choose  their  delegates  in  the  order  of  the 
number  of  votes  received  on  the  one 
ballot,  with  duplications  being  resolved 
by  alphabetical  order.  Special  groups 
which  are  to  be  included,  such  as 
religious  or  racial  minorities  within  our 
denomination,  shall  be  voted  on 
separately.  Their  position  in  the  final 
selection  of  delegates  shall  be  based  upon 
the  number  of  votes  they  receive  on  their 
one  balloting.  The  total  number  of 
delegates  elected  shall  constitute 
General  Conference  delegates  and  an 
additional  number  of  delegates  to 
complete  the  slate  for  the  annual  con¬ 
ference’s  delegation  to  jurisdictional 
conference,  plus  the  authorized  number 
of  alternates.” 

This  resolution  would  be  placed  at  the 
end  of  paragraph  601  in  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  which  deals  with  the  election 
of  delegates. 


This  method  would  still  allow  for  all  the 
politicking  which  is  so  necessary  to  the 
many  groups  of  our  beautifully  diverse 
denomination.  Although  some  of  the 
delegates  would  not  receive  a  majority  of 
the  total  votes  cast,  the  fact  is  that  under 
the  present  system,  many  delegates  are 
elected  only  with  a  majority  of  the 
number  of  votes  cast,  not  with  a  majority 
of  the  number  of  delegates  to  the  annual 
conference. 

The  one-year  advance  notice  would 
allow  the  various  caucuses  and  cliques  to 
convene  and  recruit  their  votes. 

Since  the  resolution  calls  for  this  to  be 
an  optional  matter  with  each  annual 
conference,  no  annual  conference  would 
be  required  to  follow  this  system,  and 
those  who  wish  to  avoid  the  present 
balloting  processes  would  have  a  quick 
and  convenient  way  to  dispatch  this 
administrivia,  which  is  so  necessary  to 
our  democratic  organization. 

This  is  my  own  personal  suggestion 
and  I  hope  readers  will  use  columns  of 
TM/  UMR  to  provide  General  Con¬ 
ference  with  a  discussion  of  this 
possibility  as  an  optional  program  for 
annual  conference. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor.  Dr.  W.  Jene 
Miller,  is  pastor  of  Linwood  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Oklahoma  City. 
Oklahoma. 
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Church  accepts  only  part  of  apportionments  as  protest 


To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  being  written  in 
relationship  to  our  apportionments  for 
the  year  1976  and  the  amount  of  those 
apportionments  which  we  have  agreed  to 
accept.  This  is  the  first  time  since  the 
United  Methodist  Church  came  into 
existence  as  a  denomination  that  we  have 
not  accepted  the  apportioned  amounts  in 
full.  —  „ _ 

We  are  accepting  much  less  in  the 
areas  of  “World  Service  and  Conference 
Ministries,”  and  “Other  Apportioned 
Benevolences.”  This  is  being  done  to 
demonstrate  our  concern  and  disap¬ 
proval  of  the  use  of  monies  that  has  been 
made  by  our  denomination,  and  the 
World  and  National  Council  of  Churches 
in  various  areas. 

We  are  a  conservative  church 
theologically.  We  are  not  a  radical 
church.  We  are  Biblically  oriented  and 
hold  closely  to  the  Wesleyan  tradition. 
We  do  believe  in  a  social  application  of 
Christianity  that  is  based  on  scriptural 
authority.  Our  human  relations  must  be 
controlled  by  divine  fiat. 

We  have  been  highly  disturbed  by  the 
approval  that  has  been  given  to  such 


movements  as  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  the  Gun  Control  Law,  the 
militant  American  Indian  movement  and 
the  “jumping  of  bail”  by  one  of  its 
leaders  with  the  loss  of  United  Methodist 
dollars,  draft  dodging,  trade  and  political 
interchange  with  Communism,  reduction 
of  defensive  military  installations, 
favoritism  shown  in  support  of  minority 
groups  because  of  their  pressure  against 
“racism,”  and  the  trend  toward  a  per¬ 
missiveness  of  homosexuality. 

We  have  found  in  increasingly  difficult 
to  give  money  to  support  this  type  of 
liberalistic  position;  therefore,  we  took 
action  this  year  to  reduce  our  giving. 
Members  of  Administrative  Board 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
Loveland,  Colorado 
Editorial  position 

advocated  ‘plunder’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  news  item  “  ‘Bread  for  the 
World’  worthy  of  support”  (TM/  UMR, 
Nov.  21)  we  are  asked  to  affirm,  as  a 
nation,  the  right  of  every  person  in  the 
world  to  a  nutritionally  adequate  diet. 
This,  like  many  other  similar  proposals; 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Thanksgiving  in  Kenya: 


new  holiday  meaning 

Spurgeon  Dunnam  •/  O 

'in 


For  the  first  time  in  my  life, 
Thanksgiving  Day  did  not  happen  for  me 
this  year  in  typical  American  style,  (i.e. 
away  from  work,  with  family,  turkey  and 
trimmings,  televised  football  and  an 
uncustomary  afternoon  nap.) 

Instead,  my  wife,  Dottie,  and  I  were 
halfway  around  the  world,  attending  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Fifth 
Assembly  in  Nairobi,  Kenya. 

During  the  morning,  we  heard  a  series 
of  addresses  by  Christians  from  different 
parts  of  the  world  regarding  the  need  for 
a  united  witness  among  Christians. 

In  late  afternoon,  we  heard  a 
provocative  address  by  a  Bolivian 
Methodist  missionary  challenging  World 
Council  member  churches  to  commit 
themselves  to  a  comprehensive,  full 
rounded  effort  at  world  evangelization  in 
the  name  of  Christ  (see  story  elsewhere 
in  this  issue). 

In  between  sessions,  six  of  us  departed 
from  the  ultra-modern  Kenyatta  Con¬ 
ference  Center  on  a  very  atypical 
Thanksgiving  trek.  Our  goal  was  to  see 
some  projects  which  are  supported  in 
part  by  funds  given  by  United 
Methodists,  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR).  . 

We  went  first  to  a  rural  training  center 
for  members  of  the  nomadic  Masai  tribe. 
It  is  located  in  an  oasis  to  which  the 
Masai  walk  for  miles,  across  semi-arid 
plains.  At  the  center,  we  saw  the  church 
at  work  —  through  four  British 
missionaries  and  a  staff  of  Kenyan 
Christians  —  teaching  children  and 
adults  basic  skills  in  animal  husbandry, 
gardening,  leather  craft,  bead  work, 
carpentry  and  masonry.  In  addition,  the 
training  center  includes  primary  school 
classes  for  adults,  daily  worship  and 
other  forms  of  sharing  the  Christian 
faith.  The  emphasis  is  on  helping  persons 
to  become  self-supporting.  The  training 
center  is  well  on  its  way.  With  a  budget  of 
$106,000  annually,  it  now  generates  an 
annual  return  of  nearly  $69,000. 

Later  we  drove  back  to  Nairobi,  passed 
the  modern  central  city  which  is  usually 
seen  by  tourists,  to  a  section  of  slums.  In 
their  midst,  we  visited  a  church- 
sponsored  center  where  unemployed 
women  are  trained  to  make  quality 
printed  fabric  and  finished  fabric  prod¬ 
ucts.  Money  made  from  the  sale  of 
the  product  is  used  toward  other  church 
related  projects,  including  a  home  for  the 
elderly  and  a  remedial  education  center 
for  young  girls. 


From  there  we  visited  another  section 
of  slums  which,  by  comparison,  makes 
slums  as  we  know  them  in  America  look 
like  middle-class  suburbs.  More  than 
80,000  people  are  cramped  into  crude, 
tiny  huts  which  stand  side  by  side.  Nearly 
every  hut  doubles  as  a  place  of  business 
of  some  kind,  mostly  for  selling 
vegetables  and  other  basic  foods. 

In  the  midst  of  the  slum  is  a  center, 
sponsored  by  the  National  Christian 
Council  of  Kenya,  where  persons  are 
trained  and  employed  to  make  native 
jewelry  and  leather  goods  such  as  pur¬ 
ses,  belts  and  sandals.  A  few  blocks 
away,  on  the  edge  of  the  slums,  stands  a 
woodworking  shop  where  wood  products 
are  made  by  hand.  This  project,  also 
sponsored  by  the  church,  likewise 
teaches  people  skills  so  that  they  can 
become  self-sufficient.  Through  the 
church’s  efforts,  a  number  of  poverty 
stricken  persons  are  given  a  new  sense  of 
dignity  and  hope. 

On  Thanksgiving  evening,  a  group  of 
more  than  50  United  Methodists  from 
America  met  for  dinner  and  fellowship 
together.  Even  at  a  modest  rate,  our 
dinner  cost  more  than  many  Kenyans 
earn  in  a  week.  Reflecting  on  the  earlier 
events  of  the  day,  it  was  difficult  to  enjoy 
the  meal. 

Thanksgiving  1975  is  one  I  shall  never 
forget.  That  day’s  experiences  rein¬ 
forced  my  thankfulness  that  I  live  in 
America.  We  tike  fpr  granted  (>le*ssed 
freedoms  not  enjoyed  by  ifi'ost  of  the 
world’s  people.  By  comparison,  material 
blessings  are  ours  in  incredible  numbers. 

Further,  I  am  thankful  that  I  am 
Christian.  The  Christian  faith  gives  me 
an  understanding  of  what  God  is  like  and 
what  He  would  have  His  people  be.  For 
all  our  shortcomings  in  living  out  the 
faith,  I  am  thankful  that  Christianity  in 
our  tradition  embodies  an  active  concern 
for  persons  who  are  not  so  abundantly 
blessed  as  are  we. 

Finally,  the  atypical  Thanksgiving  I 
experienced  last  week  has  forced  me  to 
realize  that  being  thankful  for  my  cir¬ 
cumstances  is  simply  not  enough.  It  is 
immoral  for  us  who  have  so  much  to  be 
either  ignorant  or  indifferent  regarding 
those  of  God’s  children  who  have  so  little. 

During  the  days  and  months  ahead, 
Thanksgiving  1975  will  continue  to  prick 
my  conscience,  and  require  me  to  care 
more  and  share  more  of  my  abundance 
with  those  whom  our  Lord  called  “the 
least  of  these  my  brethren.” 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


completely  misses  the  meaning  of  a 
“right.” 

There  is  no  right  by  anyone  to 
something  which  must  be  supplied  by 
another  person.  To  assert  a  right  to 
something  which  belongs  to  someone  else 
is  to  advocate  plunder. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  perfectly  proper 
to  assert  the  moral  obligation  of  Chris¬ 
tians  to  feed  the  hungry  or,  still  better,  to 
help  them  become  self-sufficient. 

George  F.  Platts 

Ormond  Beach,  Florida 
Panama  Canal  treaty 
is  not  ‘ immoral 9 
To  the  Editor: 

Although  I  feel  it  is  unfortunate  Mr.  P. 
W.  Slocum  (TM/  UMR,  Nov.  11)  was 
somewhat  vehement  concerning  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  decision  on 
their  stand  as  to  the  Panama  Canal 
Treaty,  I  also  disagree  with  the  decision 
by  the  Board. 

Having  served  in  Panama  and  being  a 
student  of  treaties,  it  was  my  un¬ 
derstanding  the  United  States  not  only 
purchased  outright  the  French  Company 
rights  to  the  land  and  the  canal  building 
effort,  but  paid  to  Panama  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  land  of  the  Canal  Zone.  It  is 
to  be  noted  this  was  a  direct  purchase  of 
the  land  in  “perpetuity.” 

Would  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
call  “immoral”  our  treaties  and  pur¬ 
chases  of  land  with  France,  Russia  or 
Mexico  if  they  became  dissatisfied? 
Maybe  much  of  our  western  United 
States  and  Alaska  are  living  on  borrowed 
time. 

Dan  E.  Straight 

San  Antonio,  Texas 

Being  ‘ fed  up 9 

with  issue  is  not  enough 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  editorial  “Sexuality  stand:  No 
change  needed”  of  November  14,  you 
may  very  well  be  right  in  your 
assessment  of  the  current  “mind  of  the 
church”  and  of  the  unlikelihood  of  the 
1976  General  Conference  making  any 
positive  change  in  the  position  statement 
on  homosexuality  of  1972. 

.  However,  in  urging  that  those  who  are 
calling  on  the  church  for  repentance  and 
a  renewed  application  of  the  gospel  of 
God’s  love  in  this  area  should  shut  up  and 
sit  down  simply  because  “most  United 
Methodists  are  fed  up  with  this  issue,” 
and  in  warning  or  threatening  that 
continued  calls  for  change  may  bring 
about  “a  more  stringent,  less  com¬ 
passionate  revision,”  you  call  to  mind 
nothing  so  much  as  Amaziah  in  Amos 
6:12-13,  or  the  messenger  to  Micaiah  in  II 
Chronicles  18:12  and  Zedekiah  and  Ahab 
in  verses  23-26,  or  the  priests  and 
prophets  in  Jeremiah  26:11,  or  King 
Jehoiakim  burning  the  scroll  in  Jeremiah 
36  —  all  trying  to  silence  those  who  were 
speaking  the  word  of  God,  because  they 
didn’t  like  the  message. 

James  E.  Ricketson 

New  York,  New  York 


My  personal  pttsilion 

must  he  to  abstain 
To  the  Editor: 

Should  United  Methodists  drink?  If  so, 
how  much  or  how  little?  What  are  the 
opinions?  What  are  the  truths?  Usually  it 
is  hard  to  tell.  But  this  is  hard  fact: 
Alcohol  abuse  is  a  scourge  that  has 
brought  death  —  directly  or  indirectly  — 
to  millions,  and  cripples  and  tortures 
millions  of  others. 

True,  it  is  usually  because  people  do 
not  know  how  to  handle  it  that  alcohol 
causes  such  a  devastating  toll.  I’m  sure  it 
is  also  true  that  if  people  handled  the 
drug  wisely  (as  has  been  suggested  by 
our  Jewish  brethren)  the  problem  side 
would  all  but  be  eliminated. 

However,  that  state  of  existence  is 
fantasy  in  much  of  present-day  America. 
And  until  it  is  reality,  I  am  firmly  con¬ 
vinced  that  my  personal  position  must  be 
one  of  abstinence.  I  find  one  line  of 
thought  pretty  solid  and  universal:  The 
strong  Christian  may  be  able  to  handle 


his  alcohol.  But  can  he  handle  the  alcohol 
of  all  those  who,  by  his  example,  perceive 
drinking  in  general  to  be  OK,  and  adopt 
the  practice  for  their  own? 

Tom  C.  Fuller 
McKinney,  Texas 

PauVs  teachings  clear 

To  the  Editor: 

It  seems  to  me  Paul's  teachings  are 
clear:  Women  should  keep  silent  in  the 
churches. 

The  answer  I  usually  hear  from  a 
woman  when  I  mention  this  Holy 
Scripture  is,  “Well,  things  are  different 
now.” 

What  else  in  Paul’s  teachings  are  now 
“different”  and  can  now  be  discarded  as 
being  “out  of  step  with  the  times?”  The 
only  other  thing  I  can  think  of  is  “Wives, 
submit  to  your  husbands.”  Of  course, 
that  is  obviously  out  of  date  also. 

Hugh  Hoffman 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Why  all  the  fuss  ? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  greatly  disturbed  in  reading  the 
article  “Is  God  ‘feminine?’  ”  (TM/UMR, 
Oct.  24).  Who  is  trying  to  belittle  God? 
Any  persons  who  feel  left  out  when  a 
liturgy  is  being  given  which  contains  the 
words  “man,”  “brotherhood,”  and  most 
of  all  “God  the  Father,”  are  fooling 
themselves. 

If  we  start  having  to  form  “optional 
services”  to  please  persons  who  are 
opposed  to  who  knows  what  next  —  I  fear 
that  they  could  become  more  than  op¬ 
tional  services  and  our  present  liturgies 
would  be  shaken  to  the  roots. 

Could  we  end  up  as  a  house  that  is  built 
upon  the  sand?  Heaven  forbid! 

So  I  agree,  why  all  the  fuss  with 
language? 

Thelma  Collins 
Falfurrias,  Texas 


Love  came  down 
at  Christmas , 


Love  so  amazing,  so  divine . 

As  Christians  we  are  called  to  share 
that  love  not  only  at  Christmas  but 
every  day. 

Through  the  United  Methodist  Child 
Support  Program  our  church 
demonstrates  the  love  that  came  at 
Christmas  by  providing  care  and 
concern,  food  and  clothing  for  more 
than  a  million  children  365  days  a 
year. 

If  Christmas,  or  any  other  day,  is  to 
have  meaning  the  orphaned,  dis¬ 
placed,  impoverished  and  lonely 
children  of  this  world  need  to  know 
this  love  divine. 

Make  love  come  alive  in  some  child's 
life.  Clip  this  coupon  and  mail  with 
your  gift  TO  DA  Y. 


Apply  my  gift  of  $  _ 


.  to  project  checked 


□  provide  more  food  and 
better  diets  for  children 
through  the  Negrito  Pro¬ 
ject.  San  Marcellno. 
Luzon,  the  Phlllplnes. 

240565-3 


NATIONAL  DIVISION 
□  provide  scholarships 
for  children  from  broKen 
homes,  often  wards  of  the 
court,  at  the  Sager-Brown 
School,  Baldwin.  La. 

550760-1 


WORLO  DIVISION 
□  provide  aassistance 
for  destitute  children  at 
Calxa,  D'Ague  and  Torre 
Community  Centers  in 
Brazil 

006021 -8- RB 


Please  send  me  further  information  about- 


Sireet  address  _ 


Please  send  your 
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local  church, 
annual  conference,  or  to: 

United  Methodl*t 
Child  Support 
Program  Rm.  1439 
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New  York,  N.  Y.  10027 

The  United  Memodist  Child  Suppon  Program  is  a  pad  ol  the  world  wide  ministry  ol  the  Board  ot  Global  Ministries,  wilh  all 
child  care  institutions  approved  as  Advance  Specials 
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‘Theology’undergirds  opening  sessions  of  WCC 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  —  In  contrast  to  the 
popular  notion  that  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  a  body  preoccupied  with 
passing  resolutions  on  social  and  political 
issues,  the  first  week  of  the  Fifth 
Assembly  was  dominated  by 
theologically  undergirded  platform 
addresses  and  Bible  study  and 
theological  discussions  in  small  groups. 

To  be  sure,  a  variety  of  political  and 
social  concerns  were  also  expressed  in 
most  of  the  addresses  and  small  group 
discussions.  But  almost  without  ex¬ 
ception,  these  concerns  were  placed  in 
the  context  of  what  it  means  to  be  faithful 
followers  of  Jesus  Christ  in  1975  (see 
related  stories  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Based  on  the  first  week’s  discussions,  it 
appears  the  most  crucial  question  before 
the  Assembly  is :  “Just  what  does  it  mean 
to  know,  follow  and  proclaim  Christ 
faithfully?” 


Rhetorically  at  least,  there  is  general 
agreement  that  the  gospel  has  both 
personal  and  social  dimensions,  and  that 
obedience  to  it  requires  both  words  and 
deeds.  Believing  in  Christ  and  living 
Christlike  lives  —  both  individually  and 
corporately  —  must  be  seen  as  part  of  a 
whole,  all  would  affirm. 

Perception  of  theme  varied 

However,  delegates  to  the  Assembly  — 
coming  together  from  286  churches  in  90 
nations  and  conversing  in  5  different 
“official”  languages  —  are  anything  but 
united  in  their  perception  of  the 
Assembly  theme  “Jesus  Christ  Frees 
and  Unites.”  Each  brings  to  the 
Assembly  his  own  experience  and  special 
emphasis  regarding  who  Christ  is  and 
what  He  requires  of  His  followers. 

Delegates  from  the  various  Orthodox 
churches  see  worship,  particularly  Holy 
Communion,  as  the  primary  focus  of 
God’s  liberating  and  uniting  work  in  the 
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world.  Persons  from  churches  in  the 
“Third  World,"  who  have  long  been 
denied  the  type  of  political  freedom  and 
social  advances  enjoyed  by  the 
developed  world,  regards  the  type  of 
social  justice  Jesus  proclaimed  in  Luke  4 
as  a  necessary  precondition  to  genuine 
unity  among  Christians.  “Evangelical” 
focus  on  the  gospel  is  God’s  means  of 
liberating  each  individual  believer  from 
bondage  to  sin,  and  the  proclamation  of 
that  gospel  to  all  the  people  of  the  world 
as  the  basis  for  Christian  unity  and  social 
activity. 

Add  to  these  theological  differences  the 
radically  different  social,  cultural, 
economic  and  political  backgrounds  of 
the  participants,  and  it  is  amazing  that 
the  Assembly  holds  together  at  all.  That 
it  is  holding  together  and  that  some 
barriers  are  breaking  down  —  through 
the  delegates’  common  commitment  to 
one  lowered  in  their  struggle  to  un¬ 
derstand  one  another’s  perception  of 


professing  and  following  Him  — 
illustrates  the  continuing  value  and 
legitimacy  of  a  World  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches. 

Out  of  the  delegates’  struggle  together, 
it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  by 
December  10  —  when  the  Assembly  ends 
—  delegates  will  be  able  to  affirm  a  clear 
formulation  of  what  it  means  to  confess 
and  follow  Christ  in  the  multiplicity  of 
situations  in  the  world  todav. 

Local  church  real  test 

Several  speakers  and  reactors, 
however,  have  reminded  the  delegates 
that  the  ultimate  success  or  failure  of  the 
Assembly  will  not  occur  in  Nairobi,  but  in 
local  congregations  of  the  member 
churches.  M \ 

If  it  is  difficult  for  delegates  to  agree  on 
the  meaning  and  methods  for  bearing 
witness  to  Jesus  Christ  in  face-to-face 
encounters,  that  difficulty  will  be 
multiplied  many  times  over  among  local 


church  members  who  are  scarcely  ex¬ 
posed  to  other  local  congregations  —  and 
much  less  to  the  need  and  concerns  of 
Christians  who  live  under  different 
circumstances  in  other  lands.  If  Christ’s 
prayer  “that  all  may  be  one”  in  Him  is 
ever  to  be  realized,  then  it  is  time  for 
members  of  every  local  congregation  to 

Keynote  speaker  says 


begin  sensing  a  new  urgency  for  relating 
in  common  faith  and  actions  to 
Christians  who  are  different.  Without 
such  a  unity  of  spirit  and  witness  among 
Christians,  fulfillment  of  Christ’s  Great 
Commission  to  us  to  make  disciples  of  all 
people  stands  as  an  impossible  hope. 


Jesus  Christ  frees, 
divides  and  unites 


WCC  member  churches 
called  to  ‘covenant’ 


Scriptures  in  sign  language  prepared  for  deaf 

NEW  YORK  —  Designed  to  help  deaf  children  learn  to  read  the  scriptures,  a  new 
“scripture  selection  in  signed  English”  from  the  American  Bible  Society,  features  a 
translation  of  the  written  text  into  the  sign  language  a  deaf  child  understands. 


NAIROBI  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Philip  Potter, 
in  his  first  report  as  General  Secretary  of ' 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  to  a 
Council  Assembly,  called  on  member 
denominations  to  build  a  covenant 
relationship  at  all  levels  of  their  life  and 
work  together. 

“The  time  has  come  for  us  really  to 
work  out  ways  in  which  there  can  be  a 
genuine  chain  of  partnership  in 
obedience  between  the  people  of  God  in 
each  place  and  in  all  places,”  the  chief 
executive  declared. 

Such  partnership  requires  the  church¬ 
es  to  be  “in  constant  conversation  with 
each  other,  to  be  exposed  and  therefore 
disclosed  to  each  other,”  and  to  apply 
their  resources  in  concert,  in  non¬ 
competitive  ways. 

While  such  an  ecumenism  is  costly  and 
challenges  traditions  and  assumptions, 
Dr.  Potter  said  it  was  the  only  way  the 
churches  can  be  “liberated  for  com- 


Methodist  bishop  speaks  to  WCC 

Evangelism  termed  ‘primary  task 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  —  “Many  of  us  today 
hear  the  heartrending  cry  of  those  whose 
human  rights  are  violated.  Is  it  not  a 
basic  right  of  every  human  being  to  know 
God’s  purpose  for  his  life  which  was 
revealed  in  Jesus  Christ?  It  is  not  written 
in  any  charter  of  Human  Rights,  but  it  is 
in  the  Scriptures  and  in  the  heart  of  God, 
who  desires  all  men  to  be  saved  and  to 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  truth.” 

With  these  words  Bishop  Mortimer 
Arias,  a  Methodist  from  Bolivia,  brought 
to  a  close  what  many  considered  the  most 
provocative  address  during  the  first 
week  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
(WCC)  Fifth  Assembly. 

Given  this  basic  human  right,  Bishop 
Arias  described  evangelism  as  the 
universal,  indispensable,  primary  and 
permanent  task  of  the  church. 
“Evangelism  is  essential  for  the  church; 
it  is  its  primary  task,”  he  said.  “It 
originates  in  the  Great  Commission 
Jesus  left  to  His  church  ...  No  situation 
absolves  us  from  announcing  the  great 
works  of  Him  who  has  called  us  from 
darkness  into  light.  Evangelism  must  be 
carried  on  in  a  capitalist  or  in  a  socialist 
society,  or  in  any  other  which  may 
emerge  in  history.  Only  the  coming  of 
God’s  Kingdom  in  its  fulness  will  relieve 
us  from  the  task  of  evangelizing.” 

Emphasis  on  evangelism  lacking? 

While  affirming  action  on  political  and 
social  issues  by  the  WCC  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  church’s  mission,  Bishop 
Arias  said:  “We  must  admit  with  shame 
that  Evangelism  has  been  the  Cinderella 
of  the  WCC,  at  least  to  judge  by  the  extent 
to  which  it  appears  in  its  structure, 
where  it  figures  by  nothing  more  than 
one  office  with  a  single  occupant,  in  a 
substructure  which  is  itself  merely  part 
of  a  unit.” 

“Everything  the  church  does  has  an 
evangelical  dimension,”  according  to 
Bishop  Arias,  “yet  we  have  to  admit  that 
often  the  evangelistic  dimension  is  not 
translated  into  evangelistic  intentions; 
that  evangelistic  potential  is  not  actually 
realized;  that  the  implicit  does  not 
become  explicit.  Let  us  say  at  once  that 
all  action  that  claims  to  be  evangelistic 
will  have  to  name  the  Name  that  is  above 
all  names  .  .  .  The  new  testament 
proclamation  unites  Sign  and  Word. 
Some  people  announce  the  Word  and 
forget  the  Sign;  perhaps  our  sin  of 
omission  is  to  have  multiplied  Sign  in  the 
world  and  forgotten  to  have  spoken  the 
Word.” 

Bishop  Arias  insisted  that  true 
evangelism  must  be  integrated,  ad¬ 
dressing  persons  in  the  totality  of  their 
being  —  “individual  and  social,  physical 
and  spiritual,  historical  and  eternal.” 
And  he  rejected  any  fragmentation  of  the 
gospel  into  a  concern  exclusively  for 
“saving  souls”  on  the  one  hand,  or  social 
and  political  involvement  on  the  other. 

Evangelism  must  be  contextual 

He  also  emphasized  that  evangelism 
must  be  “contextual,”  that  is,  it  must 
translate  the  gospel  message  into  the 
specific  contexts  of  those  being  ad¬ 
dressed. 

By  way  of  illustration,  he  described 


Johnathan  Livingston  Seagull  and  his 
contempt  for  the  “breakfast  flock”  that 
hovered  over  the  fishing  boats  for  food. 
“What  is  important  is  not  eating,  but 
flying,”  says  the  seagull. 

In  contrast  Bishop  Arias  told  of  a 
Bolivian  story  about  Mallko,  a  condor 
living  high  in  the  Andes,  who  is  orphaned 
when  his  parents  are  captured  by 
peasants  and  sold  to  a  zoo.  Stricken  by 
hunger,  Mallko  is  first  of  all  concerned 
with  eating.  Later,  if  he  can,  he  will  learn 
to  fly. 

“What  does  this  tell  us  about  the 
priority  and  methods  of  evangelism?” 
Bishop  Arias  asked.  “Can  we  present  the 
gospel  in  the  same  way  to  members  of  an 
American  country  club,  the  young  people 
of  New  York’s  ‘village,’  and  the  dying  in 
the  streets  of  Calcutta?  To  whom  must 
we  say  ‘man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone’ 
and  with  whom  must  we  pray  ‘give  us 
this  day  our  daily  bread’,”  he  asked. 

“Can  we  continue  to  treat  men  as  ‘souls 
with  ears’?  or  as  ‘stomach  without 
souls’?  Can  we  announce  the  gospel  in  the 
same  way  to  the  oppressor  and  the  op¬ 
pressed,  to  the  torturer  and  to  the  tor¬ 
tured?  In  other  words,  how  can  the 
gospel  be  authentic  unless  it  is  faithful 
both  to  the  Scriptures  and  to  real  people 
in  real  context?” 

“The  gospel  is  like  manna  —  it  can  not 
be  kept,”  Bishop  Arias  said.  “If  we  do  not 
share  it,  we  lose  it.  If  we  do  not  use  it,  it 
grows  stale.  It  has  been  given  to  us  like 
bread,  for  our  daily  use.” 

One  medium  of  evangelism 

While  we  are  called  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  the  whole  world,  the  focus  of  our 
evangelistic  activities  must  be  local 
congregations,  according  to  Bishop 
Arias.  “There  is  only  one  medium  for 
communications  to  gospel :  The  Christian 
and  the  Christian  community,”  he  said, 
“and  true  evangelism  is  free  —  going 
from  person  to  person,  from  community 
to  community.” 


As  one  means  of  facilitating  the 
evangelistic  task,  Bishop  Arias  proposed 
an  exchange  of  persons  and  groups  in  the 
manner  of  Paul’s  missionary  strategy  in 
the  ea,rly  church.  This  would  provide 
revitalization  of  churches  locally  and 
around  the  world  by  the  “cross- 
fertilization”  of  persons  who  have  ex¬ 
perienced  Christ  in  different  context, 
Bishop  Arias  said.  And,  such  an  ap¬ 
proach  should  result  in  new  Christian 
disciples  locally  and  globally. 

In  getting  on  with  its  task  of  taking 
Christ  to  the  2,700  million  persons  who  do 
not  profess  Him,  the  church  must  neither 
accept  all  that  is  done  under  the  label  of 
evangelism,  nor  go  on  repeating  “the 
same  old  story  in  the  same  old  way”  as  if 
nothing  has  changed,  Bishop  Arias 
declared,  nor  dare  it  fall  into  guilty 
resignation  or  frantic  activism.  “We 
must  know  how  to  pray  and  hope  in  God, 
and  act  according  to  the  strength  and 
wisdom  He  gives  us,”  Bishop  Arias  said. 


munity,  for  truly  charismatic 
fellowship.” 

The  most  striking  fact  of  our  time,  Dr. 
Potter  added,  is  that  all  the  major  issues 
—  political,  econofriic,  racial,  social  — 
are  global  in  character  and  interrelated. 

“The  proliferation  of  more  lethal 
weapons  of  war,  increasing  world 
population,  undernourishment  and 
hunger,  famine,  pollution  of  the  human 
environment,  the  limits  of  natural 
resources,  the  gap  between  rich  and  poor 
and  between  developed  and  under¬ 
developed  countries,  the  energy  crisis, 
all  these  and  more  are  threats  to  the 
survival  of  humanity  .  .  .  they  demand 
global  solutions,”  Dr.  Potter  said. 

“But  we  must  not  forget  that  these 
threats  to  survival  are  the  result  of 
human  decisions  and  actions,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “The  real  threat  to  the  survival  of 
the  human  species  is  humanity  itself.” 

Over  the  past  seven  years,  according  to 
Dr.  Potter,  the  World  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches  has  tried  to  face  these  facts  and 
mobilize  world  Christian  forces  to  meet 
them.  This,  he  stressed,  “has  not  been  a 
diversion  from  work  for  unity  but  an 
expression  of  what  Biblical  faith  is  all 
about.” 

“It  is  on  the  basis  of  this  Biblical  faith 
that  the  churches  ...  are  called  to 
recognize  their  inescapable  respon¬ 
sibility  for  humanity,”  he  said. 

Proposed  changes  in  the  WCC  con¬ 
stitution,  he  said,  are  designed  to  make 
clear  the  function  of  the  Council,  —  to  call 
the  churches  to  the  goal  of  ^  visible 
unity”  and  promote  “one  human  family 
in  justice  and  peace.” 

Dr.  Potter  reported  to  the  delegates 
that  the  progress  in  relations  between  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the  World 
Council  and  its  member  churches  “has 
been  varied  in  different  places  and  at 
different  times.” 

“Nevertheless,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
about  the  reality  of  the  fellowship  which 
now  exists  between  them,”  he  said.  “The 
challenge  posed  to  us  in  the  World 
Council  and  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  is  that  we  shall  dare  to  allow 
ourselves  to  be  led  to  more  effective 
common  witness  through  the  renewing 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 


Theologian  notes  radical 
change  in  evangelism 


NAIROBI  (RNS)  —  The  conviction  that 
the  church  and  the  world  exist  for  each 
other  in  the  Gospel  has  brought  radical 
change  in  world  evangelism,  a  leading 
Indian  theologian  told  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  Fifth  Assembly  here. 

Dr  M.  M.  Thomas  of  Bangalore, 
retiring  chairman  of  the  council’s 
Central  Committee,  in  his  report  to  the 
Assembly  declared  that  a  deepening 
awareness  of  the  issue  agitating  people 
all  over  the  globe  is  prompting  the 
church  to  rethink  evangelism  and 
theology. 

Entry  of  the  Third  World  and  East 
European  Churches  into  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  has  brought  new 


Council  feels  money  pinch 


NAIROBI  (RNS)  —  Membership  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  was  increased 
to  a  total  of  286  with  the  addition  of  15  new 
churches  here  at  the  Fifth  Assembly.  But 
the  pinch  is  on  when  it  comes  to  financial 
resources. 

Such  growth  cannot  be  discerneu  in  the 
fiscal  condition  of  the  World  Council. 
While  its  funding  appears  manageable 
through  the  remainder  of  1975,  the 
general  budget  in  1976  poses  a  more 
serious  problem  than  was  envisioned 
even  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Council  officers  point  to  the  in¬ 
ternational  monetary  situation  as  a 
prime  factor.  The  contributions  of 
American  churches  have  been  increased 
by  16  per  cent  since  1968,  but  the  value  of 
the  contributions,  in  Swiss  Francs,  is  32 
per  cent  less.  Currently  38  per  cent  of  the 
WCC  income  comes  from  the  churches  in 
the  United  States. 

According  to  the  finance  subcommittee 
report  received  here  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  the  1975  budget  deficit  will  be 
met  from  reserves  and  special  funds.  The 
budget  for  the  Fifth  Assembly  itself  was 


assured  by  the  gifts  of  churches,  foun¬ 
dations  and  individuals. 

For  1976,  however,  the  Assembly  here 
will  be  called  upon,  to; examine  a  grim 
budget  picture.  The  situation  has  been 
compounded  by  recent  information  that 
certain  mission  boards  will  contribute 
less  than  anticipated.  The  boards  have 
not  been  identified. 

One  step  being  taken  to  assist  the 
general  budget  next  year  is  to  remove 
support  of  the  WCC  academy  known  as 
the  Ecumenical  Institute  at  Bossey,  near 
Geneva,  Switzerland.  Alternative  sourc¬ 
es  of  funding  are  being  explored. 

Despite  the  over-all  budget  problem, 
the  Executive  Committee  here  author¬ 
ized  the  continuance  of  specific  program 
ventures. 

Among  the  new  members  are  the 
largest  independent  Church  in  Africa  — 
the  Church  of  the  Lord  (Aladura)  based 
in  Nigeria  and  several  other  countries 
and  having  4  million  members  —  and  the 
African  Israel  Church,  Ninovah,  which 
reports  100,000  members  in  Kenya, 
Tanzania  and  Uganda. 


sensitivity  to  the  hopes  and  struggles  of 
the  poor,  the  marginal,  and  the  op¬ 
pressed,  he  said.  “For  the  first  time  such 
peoples  have  ceased  to  be  external  ob¬ 
jects  for  observation  and  have  become 
internal  realities  of  the  Council,”  Dr. 
Thomas  said. 

“The  presence  within  the  church  of 
people  of  different  cultures,  ideologies, 
and  religious  backgrounds,  all  of  whom 
are  becoming  aware  of  their  unique 
identity,  is  beginning  to  produce  different 
understandings  of  Jesus  Christ  and  of  the 
form  of  the  church.” 

From  three  key  ecumenical  en¬ 
counters,  the  1973  Bangkok  Assembly  on 
Salvation  Today,  the  1974  International 
Congress  on  World  Evangelization,  and 
the  1974  Bishops’  Synod  in  Rome  on 
Evangelization  in  the  Modern  World,  the 
pioneer  Asian  ecumenist  cited  points  of 
consensus  and  points  of  divergence  on 
,o£,  salvation . 

All  three  events  affirmed  salvation  as 
being  comprehensive  in  nature,  as 
recognizing  that  action  in  present  history 
is  in  light  of  ultimate  hope,  and  as  un¬ 
derstanding  that  the  church  is  the  sign 
and  bearer  of  salvation  in  the  world. 

The  remaining  differences  center  on 
the  same  issues,  he  declared,  around 
such  points  as:  What  is  the  relation 
between  the  personal,  social,  and  cosmic 
dimensions  of  salygtion  offered  in  Jesus 
Christ?  What  is  the  nature  of  Christian 
action  within  history? 

The  deepest  theological  cleavage 
came,  Dr.  Thomas  stated,  over  the 
presence  of  God,  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
outside  the  church,  necessitating 
dialogue  with  people  of  living  faiths  and 
secular  ideologies.  His  comment  was 
borne  out  in  the  question  period  when 
Lutheran  Bishop  Nikolinen  of  Finland 
said:  “I  can’t  be  happy  about  the  idea  of 
Jesus  Christ  at  work  outside  the  church.” 

Dr.  Thomas  called  for  “a  theology  and 
spirituality  for  combat”  that  includes  the 
rediscovery  of  the  Bible  and  the  Liturgy 
as  well  as  the  centrality  of  the  Eucharist. 


NAIROBI  (RNS)  —  It  is  not  possible  to 
put  together  claims  that  Jesus  Christ 
frees  and  unites  unless  the  claim  that 
Jesus  is  also  a  divider  is  inserted  be¬ 
tween  them,  Dr.  Robert  McAfee  Brown, 
a  professor  of  theology  at  the  Graduate 
Theological  Union,  Berkeley,  California, 
told  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  here. 

“As  Jesus  liberates  us,  we  are  required 
to  face  the  potential  divisions  that 
liberation  brings,  so  that  we  can  move 
towards  a  truer  unity  than  would 
otherwise  be  possible,”  declared  the 
keynote  speaker. 

Jesus  as  liberator  frees  us  negatively 
“from  the  false  securities  by  which  we 
try  to  make  our  lives  secure”  and 
positively  “for  the  possibility  of  seeing 
the  world  through  eyes  other  than  our 
own,”  Dr.  Brown  said. 

“The  cry  of  parents  who  know  that 
their  children  are  doomed  to  stunted  and 
warped  life  is  overwhelming.  We  can  not 
meet  in  Africa,  indeed  we  can  not  meet 
anywhere,  and  shut  our  ears  to  that 
human  cry.  There  may  have  been  other 
emphases  needed  at  other  points  in 
Christian  history  when  talking  about 
Jesus  as  liberator,  but  lam  persuaded 
that  for  this  time  and  this  place,  the 
claim  of  Jesus  to  bring  freedom,  and  the 
cry  of  oppressed  peoples  for  freedom, 
converge  and  cannot  be  separated.” 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  “see,”  we  must 
also  act  because  Jesus  also  frees  us  for 
struggle  with  and  on  behalf  of  those 
“others”  who  are  poor  and  dispossessed, 
he  stressed. 

Jesus  also  divides,  he  added,  for 
commitment  to  Him  divides  Christians 
from  the  majority  of  the  human  family 
who  make  no  such  commitment.  Latin 
Americans  when  speaking  about 
liberation  today  often  parallel  the 
Exodus  story.  If  God  freed  the  oppressed 
Israelites  from  the  power  of  Pharaoh, 
then  He  must  be  able  to  free  from  the 
power  of  modern  Pharaohs.  These 
modem  Pharaohs  he  described  as  ’’those 
who  have  supported  the  local  oligarchies 
with  money,  guns,  intellectual  rationali¬ 
zations  of  injustice,  and  sophisticated 
torture  techniques.” 

Good  news  also  bad  news 
“So,”  he  continued,  “if  it  is  good  news 
to  South  Americans  that  God  promises 
to  free  them  from  modem  Pharaohs,  it 
can  only  be  bad  news  to  North  Americans 
to  discover  that  according  to  the  Exodus 
scenario  a  lot  of  us  are  serving  in 
Pharaoh’s  court  and  that  Pharaoh  is 
doomed.” 

As  to  the  question,  “Who  is  this 
Jesus?”  Dr  Brown  said  we  should  be 
encouraged  rather  than  discouraged  by 
the  diversity  of  answers. 

The  theologian  went  on  to  say  that 
Christians  have  an  obligation  to  listen 
before  they  proclaim,  to  know  what  is 
being  said  by  the  Jew,  the  Hindu,  the 
Marxist,  the  Humanist,  and  to  believe 
that  “we  can  learn  from  them,  rather 
than  assuming  that  they  must  learn 
exclusively  from  us.” 

This,  he  said,  is  a  necessity  because  we 
must  think  not  only  about  the  answers  we 
address  to  Jesus  Christ  but  also  the 
questions  He  addresses  to  us,  par¬ 
ticularly,  “Who  do  other  people  say  that  I 
am?”  and,  “Who  do  you  say  that  I  am?” 

“In  attempting  to  answer  the  latter 
question,  each  respondent  will  be 
changed  both  by  the  encounter  with  the 
Jesus  who  is  asking  the  question  and  by 
encounter  with  others  who  are  answering 
it,”  Dr.  Brown  said. 

Illustrating  this  with  his  own  ex¬ 
perience,  the  noted  theologian  described 
himself  as  “white,”  “male,”  “a  member 
of  the  relatively  affluent  class,"  and  “a 
citizen  of  the  USA,”  conditions  which  to 
much  of  the  world  symbolize  the  op¬ 
pressions  of  racism,  sexism,  classism 
and  imperialism. 

Language  imperialism 
He  then  drew  attention  to  one  other 
form  of  imperialism,  that  of  language. 
Symbolically  he  switched  to  Spanish  for 
the  bulk  of  the  address  so  that  non- 
Spanish  speakers  would  experience  what 
it  is  like  for  Latin  Americans  at  most 
ecumenical  gatherings. 

Turning  to  the  Assembly  theme,  Dr. 
Brown  asked,  “Who  is  this  Jesus  who 
frees  and  unites?” 

“If  your  present  answer  focuses  on 
Jesus  the  personal  saviour,  then  be 
willing  to  confront  Jesus  the  liberator 
whose  social  message  threatens  all  the 
human  securities  you  take  for  granted. 

“If  Jesus  the  revolutionary  is  the  one 
who  now  gives  you  hope,  then  hear  also 
the  Jesus  who  reminds  you  that  evil  is 
embodied  not  only  in  the  oppressive 
social  structures  but  also  in  every  human 
heart  —  not  only  in  the  heart  of  the  evil 
oppressor  but  in  your  own  heart  as  well." 
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Finally,  Dr.  Brown  stressed,  Jesus  is 
the  unifier.  And  those  who  respond  to  him 
have  the  task  of  demonstrating  that  they 
are  sufficiently  free  to  go  beyond  their 
divisions  and  to  begin  to  embody  the 
unity  to  which  Jesus  beckons.  This,  he 
said,  requires  confession  and  repentance 
before  God  and  one  another. 

|  False  WCC . } 

j  news  charged  :j 
to  UPI 

£  NAIROBI  (RNS)  —  The  report  of  j: 
a  Nairobi  newspaper,  The  Daily  '• 
Nation,  that  a  “sharp  clash  between  •: 
black  and  white  delegates  developed  >: 
X  on  the  first  working  day”  of  the  Fifth  $ 
j:  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
:•  Churches  is  false,  WCC  officials  v 
•:  declared. 

:j  Attributed  to  UPI,  the  report  v 
•:  carried  two  other  allegations  which  X 
j*  world  council  communications  staff 
•j  denied.  The  staff  said  the  first  j; 

•:  working  meetings  were  not  “im-  :j 
:•  mediately  marred  by  sharp  ex-  •: 

•:  changes  between  black  and  white  :• 

:•  churchmen,"  as  the  news  account  •: 

•:  stated.  :j 

>:  “Equally  untrue,”  said  Jurgen  •: 

:•  Hilke,  WCC  director  of  com-  >■ 
munication,  “is  the  allegation  that  | 

*  Third  World  delegates  led  by  the  All- 

X  Africa  Conference  of  Chur-  x 
ches  .  .  .  attempted  to  reject  a 

*  number  of  Council  committee  X 
•j:  nominations  to  the  Assembly’s  $ 

working  sections  and  win  control  of  :j: 

;•  these  groups  themselves." 

•:  Mr.  Hilke  said  the  charge  that 
X  there  was  an  alliance  of  North 
•:  American  and  European  votes  $ 
j:  which  defeated  such  an  attempt  “is  x 
X  equally  spurious.”  The  only  question  * 
j;  from  the  floor  during  proceedings  X 
X  dealing  with  nominations  concerned  v 
•:  a  matter  of  procedures. 

:•  After  discussion  of  the  report  with  •: 

>  UPI,  Mr.  Hilke  said  he  assumed  |: 

:•  “the  dissemination  of  allegations  not  :• 

>  based  on  fact  will  not  recur.”  X 
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Pioneer  clergy  woman  ordained  by  God,  not  man 


teacher  —  a  field  open  and  accepting  of 
women.  She  knew  where  she  belonged 
however.  So,  after  three  years  of 
teaching,  she  applied  to  Garrett  Biblical 
Institute  to  begin  the  program  toward  the 
ministry.  But  Garrett  did  not  accept 
women  into  that  program  in  1915.  Instead 
then,  she  enrolled  in  the  Chicago 
Training  School  which  prepared  women 
for  leadership  in  the  church  —  all 
leadership  except  the  clergy,  that  is. 

With  a  friend  one  summer,  she  found 
herself  in  Winona  Lake,  Ind.,  a  popular 
gathering  place  for  evangelists.  Still 
hiding  her  call  to  preach,  she  joined  an 
evangelistic  team  as  a  pianist.  When  the 
preacher  became  ill  one  night,  she  was 
called  in  as  the  replacement.  “There  was 
no  choice  but  to  do  it,”  recalls  Mrs. 
Speer. 

The  team  leader  and  a  Methodist 
district  superintendent  both  heard  the 
tiny  but  powerful  Miss  Saylor  preach  her 
first  sermon  that  night  —  January  1, 1917. 
‘‘You  belong  behind  the  pulpit,”  the 


By  MARILYN  OWEN  ROBB 

Seventy -five  years  ago  a  little  girl  of  10 
sat  in  a  Sunday  morning  congregation  of 
a  Methodist  church  in  Iowa  and  listened 
to  the  voices  of  the  ministers  gathered 
around  the  communion  table.  ‘‘And 
suddenly  it  seemed  as  though  all  heaven 
opened  up.”  The  Rev.  Myrtle  Speer,  now 
85,  vividly  remembers  those  clergy 
voices  years  ago. 

“As  the  ministers  were  saying  these 
words,”  she  recalls,  “it  seemed  like  I 
heard  God  say  to  me,  ‘Little  girl,  when 
you  grow  up,  you  are  to  say  those 
beautiful  words  for  me.’  ” 

Running  home  from  the  service,  tiny 
Myrtle  burst  into  tears.  “Why  couldn't  I 
have  been  bom  a  boy?  How  can  I  be  a 
minister  and  say  those  beautiful  words 
when  I  am  a  girl? 

“Of  course  I  never  told  anyone  about 
this  experience  because  they  would  have 
laughed  at  me.  Who  ever  heard  of  a 
woman  preacher!” 

Myrtle  finished  college  and  became  a 


LEE’S  SUMMIT,  Mo.  —  The  Rev.  Myrtle  Saylor  Speer  the  day  she  preached  her 
first  sermon,  Jan.  1,  1917,  and,  right,  after  50  years  in  the  ministry.  [See  story 
above.] 


evangelist  told  her,  while  the  district 
superintendent  reported  that  he  had 
many  small  churches  needing  an 
evangelist. 

When  she  questioned  her  right  to 
preach  in  the  Methodist  church  which  did 
not  yet  ordain,  or  even  license  women  to 
preach,  the  Bishop  laid  aside  her  fears. 
“You  may  not  be  ordained  yet,  but  I 
believe  you’re  foreordained!  Go  out  and 
preach  the  Gospel!” 

One  evening  during  an  evangelistic 
campaign  in  Iowa,  a  young  man, 
Clarence  Speer,  heard  her  preach  and 
decided  she  would  one  day  be  his  wife.  A 
year  later,  when  he  renewed  their 
acquaintance,  he  asked  her  to  marry 
him.  "I  cannot  give  up  preaching,”  she 
told  him.  But  Mr.  Speer  had  no  plan  to 
interfere  with  God’s  will. 

After  their  first  son  was  bom,  the 
district  superintendent  asked' Mrs.  Speer 
to  become  interim  pastbf  of  r  Church. 
The  young  father  lived  up  to  his  promise 
of  not  interferring  with  God’s  work. 
“Why  should  I  just  warm  a  pew  on 
Sunday  morning  when  you  could  be 
preaching  and  I  could  be  caring  for  the 
baby?” 

And  so  began  the  move  toward  settling 
down.  At  the  same  time,  the  Methodist 
church  was  beginning  to  be  shaken  up  — 
however  slowly.  Perhaps  women  could 
be  preachers,  people  were  rumbling.  In 
1920,  when  the  church  voted  to  grant 
women  local  preacher’s  licenses,  Mrs. 
Speer  was  ready  and  became  the  first 
woman  licensed  in  the  Iowa  Conference. 

By  taking  the  conference  course  of 
study,  she  was  ready  for  ordination  as  a 
local  deacon  in  1926,  after  this  step  for 
women  preachers  had  been  approved  in 
the  1924  General  Conference.  Continuing 
to  serve  a  local  church  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
she  was  ready  to  be  ordained  a  local 
elder  in  1929.  “The  Bishop  told  me  then," 
Mrs.  Speer  remembers,  “that  I  would 
have  been  a  conference  member  —  if  I 
were  a  man!” 


U.M.  Congress  on  Evangelism 
to  feature  top  flight  speakers 


PHILADELPHIA  (UMC)  —  One  of  the 
first  Bicentennial  events  in  this  historic 
City  of  Brotherly  Love  during  1976  will  be 
a  United  Methodist  Congress  on 
Evangelism  January  4-8. 

An  impressive  list  of  speakers  —  in¬ 
cluding  the  President  of  the  United  States 
—  is  expected  to  attract  a  capacity  crowd 
of  2300  persons  to  the  event  which  has  as 
its  theme,  “The  Spirit  of  Christ  in  '76 
Calling  for  Repentance,  Resolution,  and 
Renewal.” 

President  Ford  will  give  the  opening 
address  of  the  Congress  on  the  first 
Sunday  evening  of  the  new  year.  Not 
since  President  Lyndon  Johnson  spoke  at 
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the  Methodist  Bicentennial  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  in  1966  has  a  U.S.  President  ap¬ 
peared  before  a  United  Methodist  group. 

Other  speakers  will  include  Evangelist 
Oral  Roberts,  a  United  Methodist  who  is 
president  of  the  university  he  founded  in 
Tulsa,  Okla.;  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Ogilvie, 
senior  pastor  at  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Hollywood,  Calif.;  Dr.  George 
Outen,  a  native  of  Philadelphia  who  is 
now  on  the  executive  staff  of  the  U.M. 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville;  Dr. 
Reuben  Job,  head  of  the  Board’s  Division 
of  Evangelism,  Worship  and  Steward¬ 
ship;  and  the  Rev.  Reynolds  Greene, 
Dalton,  Ga.,  president  of  the  U.M. 
Council  on  Evangelism  which  is  spon¬ 
soring  the  event. 

Bishop  Wayne  K.  Clymer,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  former  president  of  Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary,  will  be  giving 
three  Denman  Lectures  honoring  Dr. 
Harry  Denman  who  headed  the  former 

Survey  says 
want  Bible, 


Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism  for  more 
than  25  years. 

Dr.  Green  compares  the  structure  of 
the  Congress  to  a  large  University. 
Under  the  umbrella  of  the  Congress  will 
be  13  individual  conferences  (colleges) 
which  will  focus  on  specific  subjects. 

“Considerably  more  than  mere  in¬ 
terest  groups,  these  conferences  have 
been  planned  as  full  blown  events  with 
their  own  leadership  and  styles  of 
operation,”  Dr.  Greene  explains. 

Titles  for  the  13  conferences  are:  Lay 
Witness,  Full-time  Conference  Evange¬ 
lists,  the  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
Development  of  a  New  Program  of 
Relational  Evangelism,  Young  Ministers 
and  their  Wives,  Proclamation 
Ministries,  Innovative  Worship,  Youth 
Evangelism,  Leisure  Ministries,  Prayer 
and  the  Devotional  Life,  Local  Church 
Evangelism,  Stewardship  —  Living  the 
Gospel,  and  Seminary  Students. 

Complete  information  on  each  of  the 
individual  conferences  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  to  the  Congress  on 
Evangelism,  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202.  Because  of  space  limitations  in  the 
Sheraton  Hotel  ballroom,  participation  in 
the  Congress  will  be  limited  to  the  first 
2300  registrants. 

Although  the  Council  on  Evangelism 
sponsors  meetings  annually,  the  last 
major  Congress  on  Evangelism  of  this 
magnitude  was  held  early  in  1971  in  New 
Orleans  with  more  than  2,440  persons  at¬ 
tending. 

churchgoers 
less  politics 


PAWLING,  N.Y.  (RNS)  —  More  than 
50,000  churchgoers  who  participated  in  a 
national  survey  indicated  that  they  want 
more  sermons  dealing  with  prayer, 
God’s  guidance  and  the  Bible  and  less  on 
politics  and  social  action. 

The  survey,  which  was  taken  of  a 
representative  cross-section  of  persons 
receiving  literature  from  Dr.  Norman 
Vincent  Peale’s  Foundation  for  Christian 
Living,  also  found  that  26.4  per  cent  want 
more  “charismatic  preaching,”  24.8  per 
cent  want  less,  and  24.3  per  cent  feel  the 
present  emphasis  is  “about  right.”  The 
term,  "charismatic  preaching,”  was  not 
defined  in  the  survey. 

Participants  in  the  survey  were  given  a 
list  of  types  of  sermons  and  asked:  “In 
your  personal  opinion,  which  of  the 
following  kinds  of  sermons  does  today’s 
church  need  more  of  or  less  of,  or  is  the 
emphasis  about  right?” 

Results  of  the  survey  were  announced 


here  at  a  four-day  School  of  Practical 
Christianity,  conducted  by  the  Foun¬ 
dation  and  attended  by  more  than  50 
ministers  and  their  wives. 

Ministers  attending  the  seminar  were 
offered  suggestions  from  active  laymen 
as  to  what  kinds  of  sermons  are  most 
effective  for  the  person  in  the  pew. 

Homer  Surbeck,  a  retired  attorney  for 
the  Ford  Motor  Company,  reminded  the 
ministers  that  they  are  not  dealing  with  a 
“captive  audience,”  as  may  have  been 
true  in  the  past  when  churches  had  more 
authority  in  the  lives  of  their  members. 

“With  a  noncaptive  audience,”  he  said, 
“you  have  to  communicate  to  the  man  in 
the  pew.  The  problem  today  Us  that  too 
many  pulpits  are  stiff  ’ teaching  as 
though  they  still  have  a  captive  audience 
and  the  man  in  the  street  is  not  there 
because  of  the  authority  of  the  church 
over  his  life.” 


Don’t  buy  hand-me-downs 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  Black 
congregations  should  stop  buying  inner- 
city  church  buildings  which  white 
congregations  have  deserted,  according 
to  a  United  Methodist  building  con¬ 
sultant. 

The  Rev.  Glenn  S.  Gotha rd  told  a  two- 
day  consultation  on  church  architecture 
for  black  congregations  that  the  “white 
elephants”  in  most  instances  aren’t  what 
blacks  can  use  best  because  “most  black 
congregations  serve  their  immediate 
neighborhoods  and  must  therefore  have 
flexible  facilities  which  serve  a  variety  of 
community  needs." 

Mr.  Gothard  said  the  "hand-me-down” 
buildings  often  do  not  have  congregation 
and  choir  facing  each  other  and  the 


preacher  “front  and  center.”  He  said  this 
arrangement  is  needed  because  of  the 
emphasis  on  fello^hip  and  preaching  in 
black  worship. 

Dr.  John  Graham,  a  staff  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  that  though  the  focus  was 
architecture,  the  first  goal  of  the  con¬ 
sultation  was  the  strengthening  of  black 
congregations. 

“Only  as  we  begin  to  strengthen  the 
local  church  by  making  it  an  effective 
witnessing  community  will  black 
Methodists  become  a  leaven  in  United 
Methodism  in  tomorrow’3  world,”  he 
said.  “Without  strong  local  units,  here  is 
little  need  for  this  bureaucratic  system 
within  our  church.” 


EVANGELISTIC  CAMPAIGN 

AT  THE 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

^  BEGINNING 

MS’  Sunday,  October  19th  *  i 

v/j  at  7:30  P.  M.  - 

HEAR  MISS  SAYLOR 

The  Woman  Evangelist 
MISS  GARDNER,  Choir  Leader 

EVERYBODY  WELCOME 


LEE’S  SUMMIT,  Mo.  —  A  poster  from  Rev.  Speer’s  days  as  an  evangelist. 


After  unification  of  the  north  and  south 
branches  of  Methodism  in  1939,  she  faced 
another  voice  of  protest  to  her  ministry. 
Being  allowed  only  a  second  class  or¬ 
dination  into  the  connectional  system, 
Mrs.  Speer  was  appointed  to  pastorates 
by  the  district  superintendent  instead  of 
the  Bishop. 

“When  a  district  superintendent  from 
the  former  northern  church  served,  he 
appointed  me  to  a  congregation  in  St. 
Joseph.  But  the  following  six  years,  when 
the  Bishop  put  in  a  man  from  the  former 
southern  church,  a  man  usually  opposed 
to  the  idea  of  women  clergy,  I  would  not 
be  appointed  to  a  local  church.  This  on- 
again-off-again  situation  went  on  for 
many  years.  I  was  never  without  work  to 
keep  '  feiifcy  though,”  Rev.  Speer 
reflects.  "I  would  go  back  to  holding 
evangelistic  campaigns.  I  had  enough 
requests  to  keep  three  people  busy  full 
time.” 

In  1956,  the  last  legal  barriers  against 
women  preachers  were  eliminated  — 
women  were  granted  the  rights  to  full 
conference  membership.  After  39  years 
of  preaching  in  Methodism,  she  would 
finally  move  from  second-class 
citizenship.  Not  so  said  the  bishop.  He 
wanted  the  first  woman  he  brought  into 
membership  to  have  been  seminary 
trained. 

“Are  you  blaming  me  for  being  born 
too  soon?”  she  questioned,  explaining 
Garrett’s  refusal  to  admit  her  because 
she  was  a  woman.  “Many  men  have  here 
exactly  the  same  qualifications  and 
education  I  do,  and  they  have  been 
members  for  years!” 

But  she  was  isolated  from  other  women 
seeking  the  same  rights,  so  she  did  not 
realize  she  had  recourse.  She  continued 
to  preach  without  full  conference 
membership  until  the  death  of  her 
husband  in  1969.  In  1973,  she  entered  the 
John  Knox  retirement  village  in  Lee’s 
Summit,  Mo. 

By  1974  a  new  bishop  had  entered  the 


conference.  After  telling  her  story,  the 
Rev.  Myrtle  Saylor  Speer  was  granted 
full  conference  membership,  having 
preached  more  than  half  a  century. 

Retirement,  she  thought,  meant  an  end 
to  preaching.  She  has  not  stopped  though. 
She  spoke  to  the  National  Consultation  of 
Ordained  Clergywomen  in  January  1975, 
where  300  United  Methodist  clergy- 
women  heard  the  story  of  her  ministry 
and  of  her  part  in  opening  the  doors  for 
women  into  the  clergy  today. 

In  May,  she  received  the  Alumni 
Merit  Award  for  distinguished  service  in 
the  field  of  religious  activities  from  her 
college  —  the  first  such  given  to  a 
woman.  On  October  18,  1975,  she  was 
invited  to  preach  at  the  50th  Founder’s 
Day  celebration  of  the  Chicago  Training 
School  —  an  event  now  held  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Seminary  which  absorbed 
the  Training  School  in  1934.  “You  can 


well  imagine  the  thrill  that  went  through 
my  heart  as  I  realized  that  just  sixty 
years  after  I  wanted  to  go  to  Garrett  as  a 
student  but  was  refused,  I  was  being 
invited  there  to  make  an  address!” 

Members  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Evanston  could  not  see  the 
face  of  the  four-feet-eight-inch  woman  as 
she  pronounced  the  benediction  from 
behind  the  enormous  pulpit  the  day  after 
the  Founder’s  Day  event,  but  they  could 
see  her  hands  reaching  upward  and  her 
voice  loudly  and  clearly  proclaiming 
God’s  glory,  majesty,  dominion  and 
power. 

(Ms.  Robb  is  associate  pastor  at  the 
Parish  of  Reconciliation,  a  U.M.  church 
in  Chicago,  edits  "The  Yellow  Ribbon," 
the  publication  of  the  U.M.  Women’s 
Caucus,  and  is  writing  a  book  about 
women  ministers  in  the  church  who  are 
presently  over  65  years  of  age. 


World  Service  hero:  Superconnector! 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DENVER  -  Is  it  a  bird?  Is  it  a  plane? 
No,  it’s  —  Superconnector! 

To  church  school  kids  ages  five  to  ten  in 
United  Methodism’s  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  this  fearless  fighter  may 
become  an  increasingly  familiar  figure 
—  all  in  the  name  of  World  Service 
giving. 

"Superconnector”  is  a  fantasy 
character  created  to  dramatize  for 
children  how  the  United  Methodist 
Church  meets  needs  around  the  world, 
and  how  they  can  help  the  church  meet 
those  needs. 

Inviting  kids  to  be  “connectors  for. 
Christ’’  —  and  encouraging  them  with  a 
whole  package  of  resources  from  comic 
strips  to  personal  visits  from  Super- 
connector  —  was  the  brainchild  of  the 
Rev.  Gary  Arnold,  pastor  of  nearby 
Broomfield  UMC,  who  heads  the  con¬ 
ference  committee  on  Communication, 
Interpretation  and  Promotion  (CIP). 

Superconnector  himself,  whose  per¬ 
sonal  appearances  at  local  churches  are 
already  booked  up  through  January,  is 
college  student  Grant  Arnold,  Mr. 
Arnold’s  son.  During  his  visit,  he  shows 

Bishop  charges 


NEW  ORLEANS  (RNS)  -  Charges  of 
interfering  with  the  autonomous 
Methodist  Church  of  Chile  by  United 
Methodist  Global  Ministries  staff  sur¬ 
faced  here  at  the  fall  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Reporting  on  a  recent  visit  to  the  Latin 
American  country,  Bishop  Alsie  Carleton 
of  Albuquerque  said  that  “as  un¬ 
desirable  as  the  military  regime  is, 
most  dependable  people  of  the  Church 
university  and  seminaries  said  to  me  that 
the  situation  had  become  so  desperate 
that  they  preferred  (the  military 
government)  to  what  they  had  before.” 

At  Bishop  Carleton’s  request,  the 
bishops  agreed  to  hear  former  Bishop 
Pedro  Zottele,  who  served  the  Chilean 
Church  from  1962  to  1966. 

“There  have  been  some  painful  events 
in  our  country,  Chile,”  Bishop  Zottele 
said,  “and  some  of  our  friends  in  New 
York  have  held  the  unwise  and  un¬ 
thinking  attitude  of  trying  to  intervene  in 
local  important  situations.” 

The  former  bishop  and  Joyce  Hill, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Latin  America 
staff  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
World  Division,  directly  contradicted  one 
another  in  their  versions  of  an  incident  in 
which  a  young  pastor  left  Chile  for 
Buenos  Aires. 

According  to  Bishop  Zottele,  the  pastor 
was  arirestfed  for  sending  arms  to 
terrorists  and  was  given  a  choice  of  exile 
or  a  military  court  martial.  “Within  48 
hours,”  he  said,  “that  young  man, 
through  a  cable  from  the  Board,  was  sent 
to  Buenos  Aires  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  bishop  (Juan  Vasquez).” 

But  Ms.  Hill  reported  that  the  pastor 
had  been  approved  for  a  scholarship  to 
study  in  Buenos  Aires.  “A  cable  was  sent 
verifying  the  scholarship  to  give  cause 
for  his  release  and  subsequent  exile,”  she 
said.  “The  bishop  of  the  Church  was 
informed  of  the  proceedings.” 

In  a  joint  statement,  Ms.  Hill  and  the 
Rev.  L.  M.  McCoy,  also  of  the  Latin 
America  staff  of  the  World  Division,  said, 
“We  cannot  affirm  the  junta  even  to 
affirm  the  Methodist  Church  of  Oiile.  If 
that’s  intervention  in  Chile’s  affairs,  then 
history  will  have  to  say  which  one  of  us  is 
right.”  „ 

They  asked,  “What  is  our  intervention? 


DENVER  —  Here  he  is  —  Super¬ 
connector!  The  World  Service  hero  is 
designed  by  the  Rocky  Mountain  Con¬ 
ference’s  committee  on  communica¬ 
tion.  interpretation  and  promotion, 
missions  films  and  tells  of  missions  ef¬ 
forts  around  the  world. 

But  it  isn’t  necessary  to  rent  his  ser¬ 
vices  in  order  to  introduce  Super¬ 
connector  to  his  young  fans,  says  con¬ 
ference  office  coordinator  Mrs.  Clarence 
Smith,  who  is  busily  filling  orders  for  the 
materials.  Resources  include  a  series  of 
six  comic  strips,  all  showing  Super- 


It  is  to  help  inform  the  U.S.  and  to 
develop  world  opinion  against  the  fascist 
nature  of  the  Chilean  government  with  its 
human  victims.  It  is  to  support  those  in 
and  out  of  Chile  who  are  defending  the 
rights  and  liberty  of  thousands  of 
Chileans  and  their  families.  And  it  has 
been  at  times  to  assist  persons.” 


Classified 

Bale:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  exr  jpt  an 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  18.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  »ds  41.00  per  Insertion. 

FREE!  "300  Humorous  Illustrations  for 

Religious  Speakers"  when  you  subscribe  to  the 
“Journal  of  Religious  Speaking."  a  monthly 
resource  service  for  persons  seeking  to  share 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  from  pulpit  or 
platform.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Only  «0 
per  year  from  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory,  P.O.  Box  11025,  Knoxville.  TN. 
37919.  _ 

FURNJSHED  TWO-BEDROOM  COTTAGE: 

Sierra  foothills.  Available  to  mature  couple  far 
part  time  help  for  retired  dttrens.  L.  Graves, 
Pine  Grove,  Amador  Co..  Calif..  (109  )  296-4802. 


HOLY  LAND  TOUR:  Feb.  15-25.  AH  expense 
from  Chicago.  81050.  Via  "World  Mlaal<ms 
Tour."  Rev.  Paul  Graham.  7115  Hood. 
Chicago.  Bl.  80831.  Phone  (312)  77M181. 


Elizabeth  Evans  Turner's  book  PRAYERS 

FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS  makes  a  splendid  gift. 
J2.50  copy.  6  copies  $1.50  each.  Gift  House.  5235 
Mimosa.  Be  11a Ire.  Texas  77401. 


PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  beat 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 
Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  898*2410. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 

comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  UpholMery.  408 
S.  College.  Waxahachie.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3680.  _ _ _ 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 

Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove,  Calif.  83930.  or  Lake  Park.  1850 
Alice  St..  Oakland.  Calif.  94811.  _ 

WANTED:  Full-time  Music- Youth  Director. 
Church  orf  500  members.  Fully  graded  chcrfra. 
Salary  89.000.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
B«x  934.  Fart  Meade.  Fla.  33841. 


connector  filling  needs  in  the  world  with 
the  help  of  his  young  boy  and  girl 
“connectors.” 

Parents  play  an  important  part  in  the 
program,  according  to  a  report  in  a 
recent  Rocky  Mountain  conference 
edition  of  TM/  UMR.  A  letter  to  parents 
on  the  back  of  each  comic  strip  explains 
the  purpose  and  concludes:  “This  is  one 
way  (a  fun  way)  to  help  you  help  your 
children  want  to  live  Christian  lives. 
Your  active  participation  and  en¬ 
couragement  is  anticipated  and  invited.” 

Reaction  to  the  program  thus  far  has 
been  favorable,  Mrs.  Smith  told 
TM/  UMR.  “A  few  people  have  com¬ 
plained  that  it’s  childish,”  she  said.  “But 
it’s  meant  to  be.  Most  people  say  it’s  fun 
and  should  turn  out  to  be  a  very  effective 
learning  tool.” 


Each  Day 
Grows  Longer... 


But  with  your  help,  I’ll  live. 

A  sponsorship  is  a  year-round 
gift,  not  just  one  for  holidays  and 
young  JANE  ALAPPAT  of  India 
needs  someone  to  help  her.  She  has 
been  accepted  into  a  Christian 
orphanage  but  cannot  remain 
there  unless  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  finds  a  sponsor 
for  her. 

YOU  CAN  HELP: 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  is 
in  its  eleventh  year  of  giving 
destitute  children  a  real  chance  in 
life.  What  a  grand  Christmas  gift  it 
would  be  for  Jane  and  others  like 
her  to  learn  that  someone  in 
America  cares  about  them! 

The  cost?  Only  ten  dollars  a 
month  provides  food,  clothing  and 
educational  materials  for  “your” 
child.  We  will  send  complete  in¬ 
formation  to  you  on  the  child’s  life 
plus  picture,  name  and  address.  No 
contracts  are  signed  with  WCI. 
You  can  write  to  the  child  if  you 
wish. 

WCI  is  U.S.  government  ap¬ 
proved  so  that  ail  gifts  are  tax 
deductible.  Church  groups,  civic 
clubs,  individuals  and  families 
sponsor  children  and  have  found  it 
to  be  a  real  joy  to  their  lives.  Won’t 
you  join  our  family  of  sponsors? 
Please  write: 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 

the  need  Is  greatest - 

I  prefer  a  child  In 

Enclosed  Is  payment  for  first 

month 

For  full  year 
Name  _ ■ 

Street _ _ _ 

City - . - 

State  and  17 — 

Write  to-.  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Regional 
Director.  P.  O.  Box  2979,  Winter  Haven.  Fla. 
33880. 


‘Board  staff  interfering’ 
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Subscriptions 

'HE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
;  published  each  Friday, 
lost  of  a  single  subscription 
>  $3.00  per  year, 
end  all  subscription 
equests  to: 

.REA  PROVOST 

114  American  Bank  Building 

X)  Carondelet  St. 

lew  Orleans.  Louisiana  70130 
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odist  Home  Hospital  Sunday 


Little  hands  reach  out  to  you 


By  WILLIAM  F.  MAYO 

The  little  hand  in  the  picture  belongs  to 
a  child  in  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital, 
Emergency  Receiving  Home  for  abused, 
abandoned  and  needy  children.  Her  other 
hand  is  equally  burned  and  you  can  see 
part  of  the  cast  on  the  upper  arm  that 
was  also  broken. 

These  hands  along  with  the  hands  of  59 
other  children  reach  out  to  you  at  this 
time  of  the  year  for  love,  concern  and 
support. 

This  is  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  —  to  supply  the  care  and 
concern  to  the  abused,  abandoned,  and 
needy  child  between  the  ages  of  2  and  14 
—  to  heal  the  burns,  the  cuts,  lashes,  as 


well  as  the  broken  spirits  and  hearts.  To 
heal  the  little  physical  bodies  is 
relatively  easy.  To  heal  the  minds  and 
spirits  of  these  children  is  much  more 
difficult  and  takes  longer.  Tender  loving 
care  goes  a  long  way  toward  ac¬ 
complishing  miracles;  however  in¬ 
tensive  therapy  is  often  necessary. 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
"belongs"  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  The  ministry  performed 
here  is  done  in  your  name  in  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  when  He  said,  ‘‘Let  the  little 
children  come  unto  me.” 

Basic  support  comes  from  local 
churches  of  the  Conference  on  the  basis 
of  4%  of  the  pastor’s  salary  as  a 


minimum.  Many  churches  supplement 
their  sharing  with  a  special  offering  on 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  Sunday,  this 
year  on  December  14  (this  Sunday) ;  or,  if 
the  congregation  chooses,  on  some  other 
Sunday  of  the  Christmas  Season. 

The  second  source  of  support  comes 
from  the  Division  of  Foster  Care  Services 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  any  child 
they  place  in  the  Home. 

Memorials,  honor  gifts  and  special  gifts 
from  a  host  of  friends  across  the  state 
comprise  a  third  source  of  income  that  is 
vitally  important, 

It  is  impossible  to  provide  the  ministry 
the  Home  offers  without  the  support  of  all 
of  these. 

If  every  church  member  could  possibly 
take  the  time  to  visit  the  Home  Hospital, 
giving  to  its  support  would  become  a, 
priority.  Here  one  will  find,  at  any  given 
time,  about  60  children  ranging  in  ages 
from  two  to  fourteen,  with  the  largest 
number  in  the  2  -  10  years  group.  Very 
few  of  the  children  are  above  12  years  of 
age. 

Since  the  first  child  was  admitted  on 
July  16,  1973,  almost  600  children  have 
been  cared  for.  The  average  stay  is  about 
three  and  one  half  months,  and  in  a  great 
many  cases  they  return  home,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  caseworker  and 
courts.  In  other  instances,  some  are  sent 
to  a  permanent  Foster  Home  or  to  a 
Group  Facility.  Some  are  sent  to  a 
treatment  center,  for  further  or  more 
intensive  special  care. 

In  addition  to  the  Rev.  William  F. 
Mayo,  who  is  the  Superintendent,  the 
staff  consists  of  35  child  care  workers. 


There  are,  also,  office  staff,  house¬ 
keepers.,  cooks,  and  a  maintenance 
'  engineer.  The  ratio  of  professional  staff 
to  the  children  is  very  high,  since  these 
.children  are  so  badly  in  need  of  in¬ 
dividualized  attention.  Food,  shelter, 
i  medicail  needs  are  all  provided.  Through 
}  agreement  with  a  Pediatrics  Group,  the 
5  children  receive  medical  attention,  with 
this  care  paid  for  by  the  State. 
Kducijtional  needs  are  met  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  school  for  those  of  school-age. 
child  care  workers  escort  them  to  and 
from  the  school.  Kindergarten  and 
*  nurs€»ry  age  are  cared  for  in  special 
.  programs  within  the  Home. 

Vollunteers  work  with  the  children  in 
many  ways.  Persons  from  a  number  of 
;  denominations  give  of  their  time  to  help 
these  children  on  a  regular  or  part-time 
basis,  and  without  their  help,  the  regular 
f,  staff  would  not  be  able  to  perform  the 
many  duties  and  to  render  the  efficient 
care  which  they  provide. 

Children  placed  in  the  Home  come 
from  all  educational  and  economic 
levels,  and  from  many  home 
backgrounds.  All  races,  faiths  and 
denominations  are  represented. 

Every  Louisiana  Methodist  can  be 
proud  of  the  ministry  provided  by  this 
institution.  You  are  well  assured  that 
every  dollar  contributed  goes  toward 
serving  children  who  are  trapped  in  their 
environment  until  someone  reports  the 
situation  to  the  proper  authorities. 

On  this  Sunday.  December  14,  as  these 
little  hands  reach  out  to  you,  won’t  you 
extend  yours  in  loving  response? 


Elis  hop’s  Message 

Sometime  ago  in  my  wife’s  congregation,  Rayne  Mer  norial,  I  heard  a  great 
sermon  from  the  pastor  on  the  subject  of  ‘‘Dehurr  lanization:  The  Great 
Heresy."  One  par  agraph  from  that  sermon  impressed  me  greatly.  Dr  Bayliss 
stated,  ‘‘We  have  i  ,n  our  neighborhood  some  of  the  best-  fed  cats  in  the  city.  It  is 
not  that  the  suppl;  y  of  rodeints  is  plentiful  or  that  they  \  vould  catch  and  feed  on 
them  if  they  were  .  It  is  not  that  they  belong  to  kind  and  provident  owners.  They 
are  strays;  but  I  hey  have  been  adopted  by  concern*  id  persons  and  are  fed 
regularly  and  afc  oindantl'y  every  day.  One  is  an  old  I  jlack  tom  that  looks  as 
though  he  has  uf  jed  up  e.ight  of  his  nine  lives;  but  hii  >  ninth  gives  promise  of 
being  long,  rela  xed,  leisurely,  and  well-cared-for.  A  stray  cat  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  is  worth  i  more  than  a  little  child  in  Bangladesh  ..  At  least,  he  has  more  to 
eat." 

Indeed  it  is  ti  rue.  There  is  a  lady  in  our  neighborl  lood  who  has  taken  upon 
herself  the  dut  y  of  k.eeping  eleven  very  elderly  cal  a  alive.  She  comes  from 
where,  we  don  t  kno/w,  but  brings  delicious  tidbits  t  ind  goodies,  stands  on  the 
street  corner  at  Pi.tt  and  Constantinople,  and  feeds  the  stray  cats.  I  have 
thought  a  gref  it  deal  of  this  gesture,  and  while  I’m  not  opposed  to  cats,  I  also 
think  of  the  hi  inger;  that’s  in  the  world.  There  is  a  m;  atter  of  priority  and  choice 
in  our  world  t  oday.  It  may  be  that  we  have  to  make  some  difficult  choices,  but 
they  are  ther  e  for  Christians  to  make. 


Faithfully, 


& 


Finis  A.  Crutc  hfield 


Rust  on  District  laity  feature 
Bish  op  Paul  Granado'sin 
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Ed  Gull  ley.  Lay 
Leader  of  the  Rus- 
ton  Distr  ict  (left). 

Bishop  Paul 
Granadoi  sin  of  the 
Philippir  ies,  and  the 
Rev.  I  lay  Holt, 
former  missionary 
to  the  Philippines 
were  o  n  the  Laity 
Banqui  >t  program. 

The  Ruston  District  Laity  Banquet  was 
held  at  the  Haynesville  Church  on 
Nove  mber  17,  and  Bishop  Paul 
Gran  adosin  of  the  Philippines  was  the 
speal  <er. 

Bif  shop  Granadosin,  who  told  of  his 
worl  <  in  his  native  country,  was  in- 
trod  .uced  by  the  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  of  the 
Rin  ggold-Castor-Grand  Bayou  Charge. 
Th<  »  two  men  were  renewing  an  old 
fri<  indship  which  had  developed  when  the 
Re  v.  Mr.  Holt  served  as  a  missionary  in 


the  Philippines. 

Ed  GuLley,  Lay  Leader  of  the  ftuston 
District,  presided  over  the  evening 
ceremon  ies,  and  special  mu  s\c  was 
provided  by  students  of  th*  >  Wesley 
Found’afiion  at  Louisiana  Tech  , 

A  highlight  of  the  evf  ^njng  was 
presents  ition  of  "The  Church  0f  the  Year 
Award"  to  First  Church,  Minden.  An 
attendai  ice  of  175  persons  w  as  noted,  and 
inspiring  g  reports  of  Distr1  iCt  work  were 
given  b: ,  joe  Spencer  and  Marcus  Wren. 


T  he  Lousiana  Methodist  Foundation 


Happy  Nursery  Group  is  shown  during  playtime. 

Creative  worship  at  Suno 


“Praise:  A  Creative  Experience  in 
Worship"  was  the  title  of  a  recent  special 
service  of  worship  presented  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Wesley  Campus  Ministry 
Committee  at  Southern  University  in 
New  Orleans.  Students,  faculty  and  staff 
attended. 

The  program,  planned  by  Mrs.  Jeanne 
Green,  Librarian,  and  Louis  Delair, 
Counselor,  featured  prayer,  in¬ 
strumental  music  by  the  SUNO  Brass 
Choir,  and  a  mini-address  relating  to 
praising  God  with  understanding  which 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Frances  Moore,  a 
librarian. 

Other  aspects  of  the  program  included : 
Praising  God  in  Song;  reading  of 


selections  from  the  Psalms;  an  in¬ 
terpretive  dance;  and  a  special  message 
by  Mr.  Delair,  “Praising  God  With 
‘You’.”  Jerry  Fuller,  Wesley  Campus 
Minister,  presented  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  religious  activities  at  SUNO. 

The  Wesley  Campus  Ministry  Com¬ 
mittee  was  formed  last  September,  and  it 
includes  representative  staff,  students 
and  faculty.  Convenor  for  the  group  is 
Dr.  George  W.  Parker,  Chairman  of  the 
Office  of  Development  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Wesley  Campus 
Ministry  Board  of  Directors.  The 
Committee  also  presented  an  ecumenical 
Thanksgiving  service  and  is  planning  a 
Christmas  event. 


A  volunteer  teacher  leads  a  group  in  ballet  and  tap  routines,  one  of  the  enjoyed 
recreational  activities. 

Dr.  L.L.  Haynes,  Jr.  shares  historical  notes 

New  Orleans  Area,  which  was  composed 
of  all  Black  Conference  including  Central 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Texas 
and  West  Texas,  and  upper  Mississippi. 
New  Orleans  was  established  as  the 


The  Rev.  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  Pastor 
of  Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
prominent  in  many  church  activities,  and 
well  known  as  an  author,  shares  with  our 
readers  some  notes  of  interest  on  Black 
History : 

“On  May  9,  1920,  the  first  Bishop  of 
African  descent  was  elected  at  the 
General  Conference  meeting  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa.  He  was  elected  on  the  first 
ballot  with  617  votes.  On  May  25,  1920 
Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  was  assigned  to  the 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation 
w  as  established  on  November  17,  1975,  at 
P  ilexandria,  when  a  group  of  proposed 
?  frustees,  a  body  previously  authorized 
I  oy  the  session  of  the  Annual  Conference 
in  May,  convened  and  unanimously 
adopted  instruments  prepared  by  at¬ 
torney  John  C.  Coleman  of  Franklin, 
assisted  by  the  Conference  Chancellor, 
W.  D.  Cotton  of  Rayville,  and  others.  In  a 
later  edition  of  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED 


METHODIST  during  this  conference 
year  th  ere  will  be  a  full  and  detailed 
present  ation  of  the  I  ’oundation’s  work, 
its  goa  Is  and  hope  5.  At  the  opening 
meetinj  %  Mrs.  Rut’  n  Cadwallader  sur¬ 
prised  the  Foun  dation  Trustees  by 
making ;  the  first  contribution  to  the 
establis  ihment  of  the  Foundation,  in  the 
form  o!  f  a  $5,000  c  heck. Proper  mention  of 
this  wi  11  be  ma*  je  at  a  later  date. 


episcopal  residence  and  has  remained  , 
even  until  today  as  a  center  of  the  Blacl  c 
experience  in  the  United  Methodis  t 
Church." 

Dr.  Haynes  has  indicated  that  he  w;  J] 
share  with  readers  other  notations  fro  m 
time  to  time. 


Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  attends 
W CC  meeting  in  Nai  ro  ,bi 


First  Church,  Monroe,  burns  mortgage 


Noel  Memorial  breaks  ground 
for  new  recreation  building 


Included  among  those  who  participated  in  the  burning  of  the  mortgage  at  First 
Church,  Monroe,  were  (l-r):  Haynes  L.  Harkey,  Jr.,  President,  Board  of  Trustees 
and  Co-chairman  of  the  Building  Committee;  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield;  Dr.  W.  D. 
Boddie,  Pastor;  Dr.  H.  LeRoy  Johns,  Pastor  Emeritus;  and  the  Rev.  J  homas  A. 
Dunbar,  Associate  Pastor.  Not  pictured,  but  present,  were  Herschel  A.  (  Jentry,  Jr. 
and  Patrick  N.  Siudy,  Jr.,  co-chairmen  of  the  Building  Committee. 


Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Pastor  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is  one  of  the  22 
elected  delegates  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  General  Assembly  meeting  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya  this  month.  These 
delegates  represent  all  the  countries 
where  the  Methodist  Church  is 
organized,  and  they  were  elected  by  the 
Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Sixteen  of  the  delegates  come  from  the 
United  States,  and  Dr.  Hearn  is  one  of 
two  local  pastors  chosen  for  the 
delegation. 

Members  of  the  congregation  of  the 
First  Church  made  it  possible  for  Mrs. 
Hearn  to  accompany  Dr.  Hearn  on  the 
trip,  and  enroute  they  visited  England. 
France,  Israel  and  Greece. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  meets  every  seven 
years,  and  delegates,  from  251  church 
bodies  from  all  the  continents  form  the 
voting  body.  The  study  theme  for  the 
Assembly  is  “Jesus  Christ  Frees  and 
Unites." 


Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
Church.  Baton  Rouge. 


Pastor,  First 


a<n. 


Noel  Memorial  Church,  Shreveport,  has  broken  ground  for  their  new  $ 295,000 
recreation  building,  which  will  include  a  full-scale  gymnasium  and  space  for  the 
Noel  Neighborhood  Center.  This  picture  shows  some  of  the  participants  in  the 
ground-breaking  ceremonies.  Front  row  are  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway,  Pastor;  and 
Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  Shreveport  r'  :irict  Superintendent.  In  the  background  (from  left) 
are:  E.  M.  Gillen,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  Athletics  Committee ;  O.  D.  Harrison,  Chairman, 
Board  of  Trustees;  C.  Lane  Sartor,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee;  the  Rev. 
Lorris  Wimberly,  Jr.  Minister  to  Youth;  and  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Beard,  UMW 
President. 

Gonzales  Church  celebrates  silver  anniversary 

October  12  was  a  special  day  for  the 
Gonzales  Church,  marking  the  25th 
Anniversary.  It  was  highlighted  by  the 
return  of  five  former  pastors,  and  the 
congregation  reports  an  outstanding  and 
enjoyable  event. 

Joining  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev. 

Joe  Rice,  were:  the  Reverends  Glendon 
Messer,  Calvin  Lapuyade,  Monroe 
Wilkes,  Tom  Crosby  and  Charles  Humph¬ 
reys. 

After  celebrating  formally  with 
worship  and  recognition  of  service  by 
members  and  friends,  the  entire 
congregation  joined  in  a  Jambalaya 
dinner. 

Ip*1  W-3 


Sibley  Church  obs  erves  100th  anniversary 
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The  Sibley  United  Methodist  Church 
observed  its  100th  Anniversary  on 
November  16,  with  Bishop  O.  Eugene 
Slater,  Bishop  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference  featured  as  speaker  at  the 


morning  service. 

Bishop  Slater  is  a  native  of  Sibley,  and 
approximately  250  person  s  came  to  hear 
him  and  to  enjoy  the  fe'  ilowship  of  the 


service  and  the  congregational  mi  »al 
which  followed. 

During  the  morning  w  orship  servic  e  a 
history  of  the  church  and  community’  was 
also  presented. 

The  afternoon  program  featured  m  usic 
by  Mrs.  Geraldine  Smith  and  I  virs. 
Janet  Tramel,  as  well  a  s  the  Do;  yline 
Choir.  Relatives  of  members  who 
belonged  to  the  church  befo.re  the  tu  rn  of 
the  Century  were  recogniz  ed,  and  five 


former  pastors  of  the  church  were 
present  and  brought  greetings.  The  Rev. 
Edward  Thomas,  Ruston  District 
Superintendent  delivered  the  afternoon 
message. 

As  a  special  memento  of  the  occasion, 
a  20-page  historical  booklet  was  given  to 
everyone  present.  Cutting  of  the  “birth¬ 
day  cake"  climaxed  the  ceremonies. 

The  Rev.  H.  Austin  Smith  is  pastor  of 
the  Sibley  church. 


Some  of  the  participants  in  the  Gon 
zales  Silver  Anniversary  are  shown 
above. 


Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  -  a  " native  son"  comes  ho’me  to  preach  at  100th 
Anniversary,  Sibley  Church. 


\umwiwmmY 

Committees  who  plar  ined  thn  Anniversary  Celebration. 
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Local  chuirch  commitment 
is  key  to  any  funding  m  ethod 


alwa  s  Fragmentation  frustrates  Assembly  delegates 

*  Bv  SPI  JRC.F.on  \i  m  inn  am  in  "  2.  Beyond  our  unity  in  Christ,  there  is  have  been  high  on  the  list. 


“How  do  we  get  the  mcney?”  That  was 
the  ever-present  question  as  our 
denomination’s  national  program 
coordinating  agency  m  et  last  week  in  St. 
Louis  to  put  its  approval  on  plans  to 
implement  two  “emergi  ?ncy  priorities”  it 
set  last  spring  (see  stoi  ~ies  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

That  agency  —  the  Ge  neral  Council  on 
Ministries  tGCOM)  —  1  lad  no  difficulty 
reaffirming  that  “Worl  d  Hunger”  and 
“the  Crisis  in  the  Ethnic  •  Minority  Local 
Church”  require  immedi  ate  attention.  It 
likewise  had  no  diffic  -ulty  accepting 
recommendations  that  to  do  an  adequate 
job  of  addressing  those  problems  the 
church  will  have  to  spe  nd  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  next  few  years.  But  the 
“how”  of  finances  posed  !  a  formidable 
question. 

There  were  three  avem  les  open:  (1.) 
The  bulk  of  the  money  coul 'd  be  raised  by 
increasing  the  basic  “Wi  >rld  Service” 
asking  of  the  church.  (2.  )  It  could  be 
raised  by  creating  an  ad  ditional  “ap¬ 
portioned”  fund  to  the  budg  et  askings  of 
the  church.  (3.)  It  cou  ld  rely  on 
“Advance  Special”  second  -mile  giving 
donated  as  designated,  f  ree-will  of¬ 
ferings. 

In  dealing  with  the  realit  ies  of  these 
three  avenues  it  became  clisar  that  the 
first  two  avenues  —  althougl  i  they  could 
offer  some  aid  —  were  not  realistic  as 
funding  sources  for  the  bulk  c  if  the  monev 
needed.  Resistance  at  the  h  >cal  church 
level  to  increased  “apportion  iments”  and 
difficulty  with  raising  even  the  sum  of 
money  now  “apportioned”  p<  )inted  in  the 
direction  of  the  third  op'  tion  —  the 
“Advance  Special.” 

Although  $1.5  million  hi  is  been 
proved  by  the  General 
Finance  and  Administration 
a  new  apportioned  fund  for  st  rengthening 
the  ethnic  minority  churches  ,  $3.5  million 
for  ethnic  minority  churc.  hes  and  $5 
million  for  hunger  was  recoi  amended  to 
be  raised  by  “the  Advance.” 

The  Advance  Committee 
accept  or  reject  that  cor  nbined 
million  fund-raising  task. 

Acceptance  of  the  task  is  not  without 
h  azards.  “Advance  Specials’  —through 
Wl  hich  churches  and  indiv  iduals  can 
de<  -ignate  projects  for  which  i  donations 
wyi  be  used  and  thus  be  select  ive  in  their 
givin  '8  —  stands  as  one  of  the  most 
suCce  ssful  money  raising  proj<  sets  in  the 
history  v  of  our  denomination.  While 
“appor  tioned”  funds  have  struggled  to 
meet  bi  tdget  goals,  the  “advance”  has 

thrived.  .  ,  , 

There  i  s  some  reason  to  fear,  however, 

that  an  “a  'dvance”  asking  of  $£  L5  million 
would  tak  e  a  healthy  prog  ram  and 
stretch  it  tc  '  the  point  of  killing  it 

There  like  'wise  is  a  danger  that  the 
precedent  .  set  by  designat  tag  such 
broadlv  defin  ed  and  costly  pr  ojects  as 
•‘Advance  Spec  tials”  will  open  tl  le  door  to 

Theme  n  ot  needed 

Does  the  Unit.  ed  Methodist  Church 
need  an  official  ci  hurch-wide  tl  leme  for 
the  next  quadrenm  ’um?  The  di  inomina- 
tion’s  General  Coi  mcil  on  M  linistries 
(GCOM)  believes  s»  o  and  has  recom¬ 
mended  that  it  be  “Ci  ommitted  I  o  Christ 
—  Called  to  Change’  ’  (see  sto  ry  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

We  question  that  judfc  Tment  or  i  several 
points.  First,  the  experk  -nee  of  the  past 
shows  “official  themes  ”  rare  ly  have 
been  used  as  programmL  og  too!  Is  in  the 
local  church.  Second,  th.  e  GO  OM  has 
named  hunger  and  the  cris.  is  in  l  minority 
churches  as  “priorities”  ;  it  seei  ns  these 
should  be  our  real  “themes”  of  s  tudy  and 
discussion.  If  a  local  churc  -h  wants  a 
“slogan”  to  go  with  the  prior  eac^ 

local  church  is  much  more  qua  lified  than 
a  national  agency  to  select  one  that 
meets  its  unique  needs.  Third,  i.  t seems  a 
shame  to  spend  the  $25,000  set  aside  by 
GCOM  to  “develop  and  publicL  any 
theme  during  a  time  when  there  are  so 
many  more  significant  needs  f  or  our 
money. 

We  hope  General  Conference  will 
reject  the  GCOM  proposal. 


ap- 
Council  on 
(GCFA)  as 


yet  to 
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a  myriad  of  other  “worthy  projects” 
outside  of  n  ormal  program  agency 
budgets.  At  th  is  point,  a  case  could  be 
made  that  such  a  precedent  threatens  not 
only  the  “Adva  ince,”  but  the  whole  ap¬ 
portionment  syt  stem  with  it. 

In  spite  of  the  se  dangers,  we  hope  the 
Advance  Commi  ttee,  in  the  case  of  these 
two  priorities,  \  vill  accept  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  raising  a  substantial  portion  of 
the  needed  fund:  5.  Hazards  recognized, 
there  appears  to  be  no  better  alternative 
now  available. 

At  the  same  t  ime  we  hope  general 
program  agencie;  s,  annual  conferences 
and  locail  churche  $  will  seriously  begin 
looking  a  t  existing  expenditures  in  light 
of  these  pressing  needs  and  adjusting 
program  priorities  to  aid  the  cause. 


confront  ourselves  as 
a  church  with  one 
No  amount  of 


Finally,  we  must 
individuals  and  as 
overriding  fact: 
bureaucratic  mar  leuvering  or  fund¬ 
raising  shifts  will  i  -aise  the  money  so 
desperately  ne'eded  ft  )r  these  two  causes. 
Only  the  cornmitm  lent  of  individual 
church  persons  wil  '1  accomplish  the 
desired  ends. 

No  agency  of  the  ch  urch  —  indeed  not 
even  General  Com'eren  ce  —  can  mandate 
funding  for  programs  si  uch  as  these.  Only 
the  heart-felt  mandate  of  God  on  each  of 
us  will  accomplish  that 

May  we  each  feel  thi  it  mandate,  and 
may  we  each  respond. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  1  Editor 

NAIROBI  —  In  many  ways  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  showed  signs  of 
being  victimized  by  its  own  diversity  and 
participatory  style  as  thi2  second  week  of 
its  Fifth  Assembly  closed  here.  Dividing 
their  time  and  attention  among  work 
groups,  committees,  hearings,  sessions 
and  plenary  sessions,  most  delegates 
expressed  frustration  regarding  the 
fragmentation  of  their  efforts  and  the 
inadequate  amount  of  time;  available  for 
drafting  and  deliberating  the  major 
report  dealing  with  the  Assembly’s 
theme  “Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites.’* 

Indeed,  substantial  applause  by 
delegates  during  the  second  week  came 
when  —  during  a  debate  that  was  ar¬ 
bitrarily  cut  off  on  a  section  dealing  with 
liberation  from  many  types  of  human 
oppression  —  an  Anglican  priest  from 
Great  Britain  expressed  the  view  that 
delegates  to  the  Assembly  were  them¬ 
selves  oppressed  by  the  Assembly’s 
schedule. 

While  it  is  true  that  individual 
delegates  have  had  limited  opportunities 
to  debate  issues  in  the  Assembly  as  a 
whole,  they  have  had  unprecedented 
opportunities  to  shape  specific  parts  of 
the  Assembly’s  work  in  small  groups. 
And  as  WCC’s  General  Secretary,  Philip 
Potter  noted,  such  a  participatory  style 
grew  out  of  suggestions  that  there  was 
too  much  time  spent  in  plenary  5»essions 
during  previous  Assemblies. 

The  fact  that  reports  from  the 
Assembly’s  six  major  sections;  were 


News  interpretive 

drafted  on  the  basis  of  input  from  hun¬ 
dreds  of  individual  delegates  is 
evidenced  by  their  ponderous,  repetitive 
and  sometimes  inconsistent  nature  (see 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue).  Although 
“adopted  in  substance  and  commended 
to  the  churches  for  study  and  appropriate 
action,"  the  documents  in  their  totality 
scarcely  are  of  a  quality  to  deserve 
careful  scrutiny  by  Christians  around  the 
world. 

Even  so  there  are  a  number  of  things 
which  recur  throughout  the  sectioned 
report  which  express  the  essence  of  the 
Assembly’s  concern.  These  themes, 
when  distilled  from  the  prolific  verbage 
in  which  they  are  housed,  most  certainly 
deserve  the  intensive  study  of  all 
Christians.  Among  them  are: 

1.  Our  unity  is  to  be  found  in  possessing 
and  proclaiming  Christ  as  one  Lord  who 
transcends  all  national,  cultural,  social 
and  economic  boundaries.  And  Chris¬ 
tians  are  under  mandate  to  share 
the  gospel  with  persons  throughout  the 
world.  Our  unity  in  Christ  is  addressed 
primarily  in  Sections  I  and  II  —  "Con¬ 
fessing  Christ  Today”  and  “What  Unity 
Requires”  —  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  the 
other  four  sections.  Such  unity  was 
experienced  as  real  during  the  Assem¬ 
bly,  particularly  during  periods  of 
worship.  Unfortunately,  members  of  the 
WCC  to  date  remain  unable  to  express 
their  Unity  together  in  the  sacrament  of 
Holy  Communion. 


Beyond  our  unity  in  Christ,  there  is 
great  diversity  in  the  way  the  Christian 
gospel  is  understood  and  lived  out  in 
different  cultures.  The  numerical 
domination  of  the  Fifth  Assembly  by 
delegates  from  “The  Third  World”  has 
highlighted  the  diversity  as  never  before 
for  “Western  Christians.”  Christians  in 
underdeveloped  countries  necessarily 
are  preoccupied  with  different 
problematic  emphases  than  Christians  in 
America.  Christians  in  countries  where 
freedom  of  religion  and  freedom  of 
speech  are  severely  restricted  cannot 
practice  their  faith  in  the  same  way  as 
Christians  who  live  in  democratic 
societies.  Christians  who  represent  only 
two  percent  of  their  country’s  population 
necessarily  operate  differently  from 
those  who  live  in  societies  where  a 
majority  of  the  population  is  at  least 
nominally  Christian.  It  is  beneficial  for 
all  Christians  to  understand  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  their  counterparts  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  and  to  share  in  the 
joys  and  struggles  of  one  another. 

3.  There  is  general  consensus  that  all 
human  beings  are  created  in  the  image  of 
God,  and  thereby  entitled  to  basic  human 
rights.  There  is  recognition  that  where 
human  beings  are  oppressed  or  exploited 
—  whether  individually  or  by  political, 
economic  or  social  systems  —  Christians 
everywhere  should  be  actively  concerned 
for  their  liberation. 

The  concern  for  liberation  has  been 
aimed  at  many  different  types  of  op¬ 
pression  during  the  Assembly.  As  might 
be  expected,  “racism”  and  “sexism” 


Retirement  is  not  carefree  for  everyone’ 


To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  “Here  I  St  and”  in  your 
November  21  issue,  I  hope  t  hat  someone 
will  not  let  R.  W.  Beatty*  s  comments 
stand  unchallenged.  Fron  i  what  he 
describes  his  life  now  to  be,  i  he  certainly 
had  adequate  financial  mea  ns  to  draw 
from  while  he  worked.  For  pi  -ople  in  his 
position,  retirement  at  any  t  ime  is  no 
problem. 

I  have  people  in  my  church  who  could 
retire  tomorrow  and  live  be  tter  than 
Beatty  does.  It  is  great  to  do  \  what  you 
want,  when  you  want  and  beii  eve  that 
you  are  beholden  to  no  one.  You  may  do 
the  first  two,  Mr.  Beatty  —  and  believe 
the  last,  but  it  is  not  true.  Y  ou  are 
beholden  to  many  persons.  Do  yo  u  know 
that  for  every  cent  of  profit  yoi  J  have 
enjoyed  in  your  life,  someone  on  Chi  5  other 
end  of  Life’s  scale  has  had  to  give  i  »p  that 
cent  for  you? 

There  are  millions  of  people  ii  t  this 
country,  let  alone  the  world,  who  work 
hard  and  long  and  scrimp  what  thej  1  can 
—  but  the  scrimping  is  to  pay  for 
essentials.  They  couldn’t  save  anjrt  hin^ 
because  they  don’t  have  anything.  'hen 
you  say  “retire”  to  them,  their  ex¬ 
pression  is  blank.  They  don’t  underst  and 
it,  so  why  think  about  it.  They  abide  by 
the  law,  too,  so  the  day  comes  and  tk  'ey 
are  told  they  are  retired  now.  They  K  ve 
on  their  social  security  —  barely  enouj  ?h 
to  buy  food  and  pay  their  rent.  They  don  ’t 
own  a  house  or  car. 

They  are  the  ones  who  have  made  i  t 
possible  for  you  to  retire  in  the  style  you  ' 
speak  of.  Maybe  you  can  make  yourself 
believe  you  are  not  beholden  to  them,  but 
I  couldn’t.  But  there  is  One  to  whom  you 
are  beholden  for  all  of  your  life,  and  He  is 
God.  Everything  you  have  He  has  given 
you  in  trust.  Use  it  well,  sir,  and 
remember  those  who  are  not,  nor  will 
they  ever  be,  ready  for  retirement. 

There  was  a  recent  TV  commercial  by 
a  Baltimore  bank  depicting  a  man 
fishing.  The  camera  comes  in  for  a  close- 
up  and  he  says,  “I  invest  my  social 
security  check  in  blank  bank!”  There’s 
your  bleeding  heart  liberal  staring  you 
square  in  the  face.  He  doesn’t  need  his 
social  security,  so  he  invests  it! 

I  am  a  minister,  and  at  current  rates, 
my  retirement  at  forty  years  will  be  $103 
per  year  or  $4,120,  provided  I  go  until  I 
am  72.  There  are  some  who’d  like  to 


make  that  65  mandatory.  It’s  easy 
enough  to  figure  out  what  that  income 
would  be.  Could  you  be  as  you  are  now 
with  that  kind  of  retirement? 

Melvin  D.  Hughson 
Ashton,  Maryland 

UMCOR  neglects 
spiritual  hunger 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  tremendously  concerned  that  in 
all  that  I  have  seen  written  about  the 
program  of  the  UMCOR  to  feed  the 
hungry  of  the  world,  I  have  not  seen  one 
word  of  a  positive  effort  being  made  to 
feed  the  spiritual  hunger  of  the 
multitudes. 

Surely  it  is  Christ-like  and  important  to 
alleviate  hunger  and  suffering,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  are  forgetting  the 
great  commandment  of  our  Master  to 
teach  and  preach  the  Good  News  of 
Christ  and  his  salvation. 

If  we  only  feed  the  hungry  and  take 


IF  MOST  R0BBIRV 
AND  THIEVERY  | 
IS  THE  RESULT 
OF  POVERTY... 


AND  JUVENILE 
DELINQUENCY  IS 
THE  RESULT  OF 
INADEQUATE 
RECREATIONAL 
FACILITIES... 


ADULTERY,  ALCOHOL¬ 
ISM  AND  DR DO 
ADDICTION  ARE 
THE  RESULT  OF 
MODERN  SOCIAL 
PRESSURES... 


readers  hold  you  personally  responsible 
for  what’s  going  on  in  the  church.  They 
should  be  thankful  that  you  are  reporting 
it  like  it  is. 

One  more  thing.  And  I  know  my 
_  .  complaint  about  this  will  go  unheeded  but 

care  of  their  physical  needs,  are  we  not  1*11  get  it  off  my  chest  anywqy  .  l  am  one 
goihg  to  leave  them  in  the  same  condi tion  0T  the  millions  who  object  to  “chair- 


in  which  we  found  them? 

I  am  sure  that  if  an  attempt  is  made, 
we  can  couple  a  program  to  meet  the 
spiritual  need  with  our  program  to  feed 
the  hungry. 

Frank  G.  Tandy 
San  Pedro,  California 

TM/UMR  can  'l  be  held 
responsible  for  news 
To  the  Editor: 

I  started  to  say  I  enjoy  reading 
TM/  UMR,  but  upon  second  thought  I 
realize  it  is  so  full  of  the  actions, 
statements,  resolutions  and  positions 
taken  by  the  various  boards  and  officials 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  many  of 
which  I  disagree  with  and  disapprove  of, 
that  it  is  hardly  correct  to  say  I  enjoy 
i  *eading  the  paper.  But  I  can  certainly 
s  ay  I  am  stimulated  and  often  angered  by 
rv  eading  its  contents. 

Unlike  many  of  your  readers,  however, 
1 1  im  glad  that  you  cover  the  activities  of 
ou  r  “leaders.”  How  else  would  your 
ret  iders  know  what’s  going  on  and  how 
far  removed  from  that  of  the  average 
loci  tl  United  Methodist  is  the  political, 
soci  al  and  economic  stance  of  the 
hier;  archy?  Apparently  many  of  your 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


A  modest  proposal  for 
naming  a  GCSCOTIFTLCL 


About  a  year  ago  —  fresh  from  a 
secular  job  in  a  small  Southern  Indiana 
town  and  covisring  national  church 
events  for  the  first  time  —  I  wrote  an 
article  in  this  column  about  “church 
bureaucratese.’  ’ 

The  idea  of  th.e  column  was  to  raise  the 
consciousness  level  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  “grassroots”  constituency  on  the 
use  of  what  I  considered  to  be  non- 
communicative  “in-words”  by  general 
church  agency  officials. 

My  point  v/as  that  if  lay  members  of 
t  he  church  a1  re  to  learn  to  understand  the 
p  ronouncemients  of  the  “agency  people,” 
w  re  must  become  familiar  with  their  “in¬ 
to  ouse”  terminology.  In  brief,  the  column 
ct  intended  that  if  the  national  board 
bi  ireaucrfits  speak  one  language  and  the 
re  st  of  vs  use  another  language,  we’ll 
ne  ver  understand  each  other. 

;  Since  writing  that  column,  however,  I 
ha  ve  s.pent  a  year  working  closely  with 
an  d  examining  the  processes  and 
pr  onouncements  of  many  of  the 
bu  reaucrats  I  criticized.  I  have  observed 
tht  }  GCOM.  the  BGM,  the  BOD,  the  B  of 
C&  S,  the  B  of  HE  and  M,  the  CSRW,  the 
CF  .R,  and  the  JCC. 

I  n  addition  to  these  national  agencies 
in  a  holistic  sense,  I  have  even  become 
ac<  juainted  with  their  various  divisions. 
In  the  BGM,  for  instance,  I  feel  I  have 
dei  /eloped  a  considerable  understanding 
of  the  WD,  ND,  ECD,  and  EICD. 

S  «  what’s  my  point?  It’s  simply  that 


things  m  ay  not  be  as  bad  as  I  thought. 

After  a  while,  if  we  all  try,  the  ter¬ 
minology  begins  to  make  sense.  Every 
profession  has  a  technical  language.  Why 
not  the  chu  rch?  I  have  decided  that  I  may 
have  been  rash  in  criticizing  what  may 
be  a  very  va  vlid  “official  language”  which 
brings  us  all  1  to  a  better  understanding  of 
the  lofty  pui  'poses  of  our  very  religious 
beliefs  as  tl  iey  are  manifested  in  our 
work. 

I  have  not  l  'jounced  the  following  idea 
off  of  SMD,  tht  2  editor  of  TM/  UMR  (and 
my  BOSS),  but 1  as  an  individual  I  plan  to 
submit  the  folk  >wing  proposal  to  General 
Conference:  1 1  >elieve  the  time  has  come 
to  begin  a  natio  nal  church-wide  study  of 
terminology. 

I  suggest  that  we  begin  by  appointing  a 
General  Confere  'nee  Study  Commission 
on  Terminologies  il  Interpretation  for  the 
Local  Church  Le\  *el.  For  short,  we  could 
call  it  GCSCOTIF  TLCL. 

I  think  this  wouk  1  not  only  exacerbate  a 
solution  to  our  com  munications  problem, 
but  would  be  an  issue  folks  in’  such 
churches  as  the  Pumpkin  Center  UMC 
(PCUMC)  could  really  get  worked  up 
over. 

After  all,  what  is  n  lore  important  than 
communication  —  t?ood,  direct  com¬ 
munication  between  the  national  level 
(NL)  and  the  local  level  (LL)  of  our 
church  (C)? 

— BU  D  HERRON  (BH) 


person”  and  “spokeswoman”  and  all  the 
other  words  used  to  appease  a  small  loud¬ 
mouthed  segment  of  our  population.  I 
would  guess  that  if  a  poll  were  taken,  90 
per  cent  or  more  of  your  readers  would 
prefer  that  you  use  the  words  that  have 
satisfied  the  English-speaking  people  for 
centuries.  charles  j  Fisher 

Bristol,  Virginia 

Biblical  tithe  is  not 
fair  for  everyone 
To  the  Editor: 

The  Biblical  tithe  is  10  per  cent  of  a 
family’s  income.  Families  who  tithe 
believe  in  it.  They  continue  to  tithe 
regardless  of  what  other  families  do. 
They  have  found  that  it  is  the  most 
satisfactory  method  of  determining  how 
much  to  give  to  the  church.  With  them  it 
is  not  a  matter  of  how  much  is  my  share, 
but  rather,  how  much  is  God’s  share. 

It  is  not  fair  to  ask  every  family  to  give 
10  per  cent  of  their  income,  however. 
Families  differ  very  much  in  their  in¬ 
comes,  their  size  and  their  financial 
obligations.  The  U.S.  Government 
recognizes  that  families  should  be  taxed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  provide  for  these 
differences. 

A  more  realistic  and  more  equitable 
guide  line  is  the  tithe  of  the  family’s 
taxable  income.  While  tithing  of  one’s 
total  income  is  a  workable  one  and  a 
source  of  great  satisfaction,  it  does  have 
the  weakness  that  it  does  not  take  into 
consideration  the  differences  in  the  sizes 
of  families  and  their  financial 
obligations.  Young  couples  have  dif¬ 
ferent  problems  from  those  of  retired 
couples.  Young  couples  may  be  saddled 
with  high  interest  costs  on  mortgages, 
etc.  Taxes  vary  from  one  family  to 
another.  Families  differ  very  much  in 
their  expenditures  for  drugs,  medical 
care  and  hospitalization.  The  United 
States  Government  recognizes  these 
differences  and  allows  for  deductions 
from  the  total  income  for  personal 
exemptions,  taxes,  medical  costs,  in¬ 
terest  and  contributions.  It  would  seem  to 
be  more  equitable  to  apply  the  tithe  to  the 
taxable  income.  (Line  48,  Form  1040, 
U.S.  Income  Tax  Return). 

In  actual  practice,  a  tithe  of  a  family’s 
taxable  income  works  out  to  be  about  five 
per  cent  of  the  total  income. 

Arthur  T.  Bawden 

Alamo,  California 

UMC  neglects  concern 

needed  over  Communism 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reading  many  secular  and  religious 
publications,  one  cannot  help  but  notice 
the  interest  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  in  the  rights  of  minority  groups.  It  is 
also  quite  apparent  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  does  not  hesitate  to  flex  its 
financial  muscle  at  such  countries  as 
South  Korea,  South  Africa  and  Rhodesia. 
Our  cooperation  with  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  other  church 
councils  is  apparent  in  these  areas.  Nor 
are  we  hesitant  to  threaten  (with  finan¬ 


cial  penalties)  many  of  the  large 
corporations  operating  within  the  United 
States. 

However,  as  I  read  these  articles  one 
thing  bothers  me  greatly.  I  never  seem  to 
find-  the  United  Methodist  Church  ex¬ 
pressing  fconcern’  and  distress  over  the' 
treatment  of  our  Christian  brethren 
behind  the  Iron  Curtain.  While  the  Rev. 
Richard  Wurmbrand  and  others  tell  us  of 
the  oppression  and  even  imprisonment 
and  torture  of  Christians  in  those 
countries,  never  is  the  voice  of  United 
Methodism  raised  in  protest.  While 
people  such  as  Brother  Andrew  work  to 
inform  us  of  the  spiritual  hunger  behind 
the  Iron  Curtain,  United  Methodism 
Drefers  to  ignore  the  cries  for  help. 

Can  anyone  in  authority  rationally 
explain  how  we  can  continue  to  neglect 
those  who  are  willing  to  pay  a  much 
greater  price  for  their  beliefs  than  we  are 
here?  Once  again  we  must  hang  our 
heads  in  shame  as  we  realize  an  editorial 
entitled  “Let’s  Get  Behind  the  Need” 
should  be  concerned  with  the  need  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  freedom  to 
worship  Him  rather  than  the  need  for  a 
national  health  insurance  program.  Men 
and  women  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
are  dying  for  their  faith  and  we  never 
shed  a  tear. 

Max  R.  Tyner 

George  West,  Texas 


have  been  high  on  the  list. 

Also  among  the  most  frequent  targets 
of  criticism  have  been  “imperialism” 
(the  domination  of  one  group  of  people  by 
another)  and  “capitalism”  (an  economic 
system  which  many  consider  to  be  based 
on  the  accumulation  of  wealth  bv  a  few  at 
the  expense  of  many).  In  the  minds  of 
many  delegates,  both  imperialism  and 
capitalism  are  regarded  as  inherently 
oppressive  systems  from  which  people 
need  liberation. 

“Imperialism,”  as  discussed  in  the 
Assembly  not  only  refers  to  political 
domination  but  also  the  economic, 
cultural  or  even  linguistic  domination  of 
one  race  by  another.  Western  Europe  and 
the  United  States  have  been  particularly 
singled  out  for  criticism.  And  the 
churches  in  those  areas  have  been 
pointed  out  as  accomplices  —  sometimes 
willingly,  sometimes  unintentionally  — 
as  perpetuating  imperialism.  In  fact,  the 
whole  of  Western  civilization,  with  its 
vast  technological  achievements  has 
been  pointed  to  by  some  as  “im¬ 
perialistic.” 

“Capitalism”  has  been  frequently 
singled  out  as  a  form  of  economic  im¬ 
perialism  which  has  resulted  in 
domination  of  many  underdeveloped 
countries’  economies  by  corporations  in 
developed  countries.  In  this  scenario,  the 
raw  materials  from  underdeveloped 
countries  are  purchased  at  low  prices  by 
the  developed  countries  and  then  con¬ 
sumed  in  over-abundant  quantities,  while 
many  persons  in  the  underdeveloped 
countries  are  left  impoverished  and 
without  the  basic  necessities  of  life. 

To  a  lesser  extent,  Marxist  states  such 
as  Russia  have  also  come  under  criticism 
for  imperialism,  denying  human  rights, 
and  practicing  “state  capitalism.”  In  the 
view  of  informed  observers,  this  lesser 
criticism  is  not  the  result  of  lesser  evil, 
but  of  the  practical  consequences  that 
unrestrained  criticism  would  have  on 
Christians  in  Marxist  states  and  par¬ 
ticularly  on  those  who  are  involved  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

Two  observations  are  needed  to  keep 
such  criticism  in  perspective.  First,  is 
the  recognition  that  Western  civilization 
in  general,  and  American  capitalism  in 
particular,  are  not  sacred,  and  are 
vulnerable  on  some  counts  to  criticism  as 
“imperialistic.”  But  neither  is  as  evil  as 
some  critics  maintain.  To  the  extent  that 
our  lives  are  enriched  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  poor  and  powerless  of  other 
countries,  Christians  should  be  con¬ 
cerned  and  willing  to  stand  under 
judgement.  And  if  we  are  to  be  faithful  to 
the  gospel,  we  should  intensify  our  efforts 
to  create  a  more  equitable  distribution  of 
material  resources  among  the  world’s 
peoples. 

Second,  is  the  recognition  that  much  of 
the  critique  of  Western  imperialism  is 
coming  from  Christians  in  non-Marxist 
countries  to  whom  Western  missionaries 
•  originally  took  the  Christian  gospel.  That 
the  gospel  has  been  accepted  and 
followed  in  other  lands  —  to  the  extent 
that  inconsistencies  in  our  proclamation 
and  our  practice  can  be  freely  criticized 
—  is  a  basis  for  hope.  A  world  gathering 
of  Christians  representing  different 
perspectives  provides  a  desirable  forum 
for  critiquing  particular  distortions  of  the 
faith.  As  the  Assembly  has  progressed, 
there  has  been  a  growing  willingness 
among  the  participants  also  to  engage  in 
self-type  criticism  instead  of  simply 
pointing  fingers  at  “Western  imperial¬ 
ism  and  capitalism”  as  the  cause  of  all 
evils  in  the  world. 

If  the  Nairobi  Assembly  is  to  be 
criticized  in  general,  it  should  not  be 
because  of  its  concern  for  human 
liberation.  All  creation  groans  for 
liberation  from  sin  and  the  principalities 
and  powers  of  this  world.  The  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  most  powerful 
liberating  force  in  the  world. 

A  fairer  criticism  might  be  that  the 
Fifth  Assembly  has  sought  to  address  too 
many  different  issues  with  too  many 
different  voices  in  too  little  time. 
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Fifth  Assembly  perfects  documents 

WCC  approves  ‘Confessing  Christ  Today rejects  three  reports 


NAIROBI  —  With  a  biblical  summons,  "Gather  my  saints  unto  me,"  Anglican 
Archbishop  Festus  Olang  of  Kenya  [center]  opened  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  here.  He  is  flanked  by  a  young  Masai  woman  holding  a  Bible 
and  Dr.  M.  M.  Thomas  of  India,  retiring  chairman  of  the  WCC’s  Central  Committee, 
while  Dr.  Philip  Potter,  World  Council  general  secretary,  stands  behind  him. 

After  Archbishop  Olang’s  summons,  other  passages  of  Scripture  were  read  in 
tongues  of  the  six  continents  —  Africa,  Asia,  Europe,  North  America,  South 
America,  and  Australasia.  Together,  the  more  than  2,000  participants  responded,  "I 
was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  we  will  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,"  and  entered 
the  Kenyatta  Conference  Center  to  begin  the  Assembly. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  —  Delegates  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Fifth 
Assembly  began  to  see  the  fruits  of  their 
labors  here  last  week.  During  the  second 
week  they  drafted  and  approved  support 
for  the  three  Section  reports  based  on  the 
Assembly  theme  "Jesus  Christ  Frees 
and  Unites”  (See  related  TM/  UMR 
interpretive  page  2  of  this  issue). 

Drafted  by  committees  seeking  to 
reflect  input  from  the  diverse  spectrum 
of  delegates,  and  totalling  more  than  60 
type-written,  single-spaced-pages,  the 
six  Section  reports  were  presented  to  the 
full  Assembly  last  Thursday  and 
Friday.  Of  these  six,  three  were  approved 
“in  substance”  and  three  were  referred 
back  to  their  Sections  for  further  work. 

Approved  were  reports  entitled 
“Confessing  Christ  Today”  —  which 
many  consider  to  be  the  foundational 
document  of  the  Assembly  work  — 
"Education  for  Liberation  and  Com¬ 
munity”  and  "Structures  of  Injustice  and 
Struggles  for  Liberation.” 

Returned  for  revision  were  reports 
entitled  ‘‘What  Unity  Requires,” 
‘‘Seeking  Community:  the  Common 
Search  of  Peoples  of  Various  Faiths, 
Cultures”  and  Ideology,”  and  "Human 
Development:  The  Ambiguities  of 
Power,  Technology  and  Equality  of 
Life.”  The  latter  was  referred  primarily 
because  it  failed  to  address  in  depth  the 
churches’  responsibility  for  dealing  with 
world  hunger. 


Priest  says  Christian  unity  is 
stymied  by ‘lukewarm’ faith 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NAIROBI  —  Studies  have  shown  that 
"the  particular  class,  nation  or  race  to 
which  we  belong  are  more  important 
factors  in  determining  our  behavior  than 
the  Kingdom  of  heaven  to  which  we  also 
belong,”  according  to  Father  Cyrille 
Argenti,  a  Greek  Orthodox  priest  from 
France.  And  our  different  denomination¬ 
al  labels  serve  as  alibis  to  conceal 
motives  which  continue  "to  be  those  of 
the  old  Adam  who  still  lingers  in  all  of 
us.” 

Fr.  Argenti  —  who  was  one  of  several 
speakers  during  a  session  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  Fifth  Assembly 
devoted  to  the  search  for  church  unity  — 
said  if  Christians  continue  to  be  only 
"lukewarm,  there  is  no  use  discussing 
Christian  unity.” 

"Because  after  all  our  long  and 
learned  discussions,  we  shall  continue  to 
behave  as  we  have  done  in  the  past.” 

As  if  to  illustrate  Fr.  Argenti’s  point, 
Christians  from  Northern  Ireland,  South 
Africa  and  Sri  Lanka  spoke  of  situations 
in  their  countries  which  "make  a 
mockery”  of  the  Assembly  theme  “Jesus 
Christ  frees  and  unites.” 

Division  in  N.  Ireland 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Gray,  a  Presbyterian 
pastor  from  near  Belfast,  said  that  “from 
Ireland  we  have  proclaimed  to  the  world 
a  Christ  who  enslaves  and  divides.  Both 


the  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
churches  have  found  themselves  cap¬ 
tives  of  political,  social,  cultural  and 
religious  divisions  which  we  have  helped 
to  create  and  preserve,”  he  said.  “When 
the  breakdown  in  our  society  called 
urgently  for  a  prophetic  word  from  the 
Lord,  we  discovered  that  we  could  not 
agree  on  what  that  word  should  be.  So 
Christians  have  spoken  with  a  divided 
voice,  according  to  our  separate 
positions,  or  together  mouthed  plati¬ 
tudes,”  Mr.  Gray  said. 

Mr.  Gray  said  the  Northern  Ireland 
situation  “has  taught  us  two  bitter 
lessons  which  we  would  plead  with  you  to 
learn  from  us”:  (1)  It  has  "shown  us  that 
the  Christian  church  must  not  ignore 
issues  of  social  and  political  injustice.  To 
exjjose  them  will  cause  division  and  pain, 
but  to  ignore  them  is  tq  invjtg  a  holocaust 
that  will  destroy  both  church  and 
society.”  (2)  "We  have  also  learned  that 
disunity  among  Christians  is  a  breeding 
ground  for  those  malevolent  forces  which 
exploit  Christian  division  in  order  to  win 
souls.  Divided  churches  cost  lives,”  he 
said. 

Division  in  South  Africa 

Dr.  Manas  Buthelezi,  a  black  Lutheran 
theologian  from  South  Africa,  asked, 
“Can  poor  people  really  belong  to  the 
same  church  as  those  who  make  them 
poor?”  Referring  to  the  South  Africa 


Ecumenism-in-diversity 
asked  by  U.M.  professor 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NAIROBI  -  In  the  mid-1970s  the  con¬ 
cern  for  Christian  unity  has  entered  a 
new  phase  that  might  be  described  as 
"ecuminism  in  diversity,”  according  to 
Dr.  John  Deschner  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas. 

The  goal  now  seems  to  be  focused  on 
"visible  unity”  —  as  contrasted  with 
organic  unity  —  which  leaves  room  for  an 
abundance  of  styles,  cultures  and 
traditions,  all  co-existing  in  the  context  of 
‘‘conciliar  fellowship.” 

"Conciliar  fellowship,”  according  to 
Dr.  Deschner,  refers  to  the  great 
ecumenical  councils  of  the  early  church 
when  representatives  of  the  churches  got 
together  and  formulated  the  mind  of  the 
church  on  situations  of  controversy.  He 
particularly  cited  the  council  meeting  - 
between  Peter,  Paul  and  James  which  is 
described  in  the  15th  Chapter  of  Acts. 

The  call  to  “visible  unity”'  presents  a 
challenge  to  "super-structure  ecumen¬ 
ism”  which  will  give  to  the  cause 
of  church  unity  fellowship,  delegates, 
cooperation  and  even  money,  but  not 
visible  local  change,”  according  to  Dr. 
Deschner. 

"At  this  Assembly  I  hope  we  will  hear 


more  about  what  it  will  take  to  have  an 
authentic  council  at  which  we  could 
receive  an  authoritative  word  and  say  it 
together  so  that  it  can  be  heard  and 
received  in  all  the  churches,”  he  said. 

The  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  WCC  is  not 
such  a  council  because  delegates  are  not 
recognized  as  representatives  of  the 
whole  church,  and  also  because  common 
celebration  of  Holy  Communion  is  im¬ 
possible,  Dr.  Deschner  said.  "This 
Assembly  is  a  pre-conciliar  event.” 

Dr.  Deschner  listed  five  barriers  which 
will  have  to  be  overcome  before  the  WCC 
can  illustrate  "conciliar  fellowship”  in 
the  pattern  of  the  early  church:  (1)  "A 
clear  recognition  in  local  churches  of  the 
need  for  council  meetings;”  (2)  "A 
genuinely  mutual  recognition  and 
welcoming  of  each  delegation  by  all  the 
representatives  of  each  church,  and  of 
the  whole  church;”  (3)  "A  readiness  on 
the  part  of  all  to  participate  in  the 
.common  Eucharistic  act  of  worship;” 
(4)  “A  common  word  and  action  to 
witness;”  and  (5)  "A  welcoming  of  this 
witness  in  each  local  church  as  indeed 
the  expression  of  the  spirit  and  mind  and 
will  of  the  whole  church.” 
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policy  of  apartheid  (racial  separation), 
he  asked,  “If  we  cannot  be  one  in  sharing 
a  cup  of  coffee,  how  can  we  truly  be  one 
in  sharing  the  cup  of  the  blood  of  Christ?” 

Apartheid  was  practiced  by  the 
churches  of  various  denominations  long 
before  it  was  introduced  to  the  rest  of 
society  as  government  policy,  according 
to  Dr.  Buthelezi. 

Noting  hat  some  South  Africa  Blacks 
are  now  seeking  to  change  the  situation 
by  military  means,  Dr.  Buthelezi  asked: 
“How  can  the  church  minister  pastorally 
and  maintain  church  unity  among 
members  who  are  fighting  one  another?” 

Division  in  Sri  Lanka 

The  Reverend  Wesley  Ariaragah  told 
the  Assembly  that  the  inauguration  of  a 
United  Church  in  Sri  Lanka  in  mid- 
November  had  to  be  abandoned  because 
some  members  of  the  five  churches  in¬ 
volved  filed  a  lawsuit  contending  that 
such  a  union  would  interfere  with  their 
constitutional  right  of  freedom  to 
practice  religion  as  they  choose.  “The 
denominational  differences  in  Asia  have 
betrayed  the  oneness  of  Jesus  Christ,” 
Mr.  Ariaragah,  a  Methodist,  said.  Other 
churches  involved  in  the  aborted  merger 
are  Anglican,  Baptist,  Presbyterian  and 
a  body  related  to  the  Church  of  South 
India. 

Noting  these  and  many  other  divisions 
which  compromise  the  credibility  of  the 
church’s  oneness  in  Christ,  Fr. Argenti 
challenged  the  Assembly  to  "humbly  ask 
our  Savior  to  give  us  such  a  compelling 
and  genuine  awareness  of  belonging  to 
one  Kingdom  that  it  has  a  stronger  in¬ 
fluence  on  our  behavior  than  the  par¬ 
ticular  social  group  to  which  we  belong, 
which  vie  with  each  other  for  possession 
of  the  earth,  and  which  allow  themselves 
to  be  instruments  of  the  Prince  of  this 
world.  From  this  moment  and  to  the  very 
depth  of  our  being,  let  us  be  citizens  of  the 
Kingdom  in  exile  in  our  respective  lands 
of  the  world,”  he  said. 

Kenyan  leader 
pins  crisis  on 
‘ lack  of  love9 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NAIROBI  -  President  Mzee  Jomo 
Kenyatta  of  Kenya  told  a  large  gathering 
here  last  week  that  the  basic  principle  of 
Christianity  is  love  for  God  and  neigh¬ 
bors,  and  that  this  finds  its  clearest 
expression  in  communal  relationships  of 
justice,  harmony  and  peace. 

Present  to  lay  the  foundation  stone  for 
a  new  $1.5  million  All- African  Conference 
of  Churches  headquarters  building, 
President  Kenyatta  said:  "In  laying  the 
foundation  stone  of  this  headquarters,  we 
symbolize  the  solemn  commitment  of  the 
African  churches  to  promote  human 
liberation,  reconciliation  and  unity  in  all 
of  Africa  and  throughout  the  inhabited 
earth." 

Failure  to  “love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself”  is  the  cause  of  the  current  crisis 
in  Angola,  racial  oppression  in  South 
Africa  and  wars  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  according  to  the  85  year  old 
Kenyan  leader. 

Following  the  President’s  dual  address 
—  first  in  English  and  then  in  Swebili  — 
an  old-fashioned  fund  raising  ceremony 
took  place.  As  the  name  of  each  church  in 
All-AJrican  Conference  was  called,  a 
representative  came  forward  to  indicate 
how  much  his  church  would  give  or 
pledge.  Then  individuals  were  asked  to 
make  contributions.  Among  those 
responding  was  Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of 
the  UMC’s  Western  Pennsylvania  Area 
with  a  pledge  of  $5,000.  A  total  of  nearly 
$80,000  was  raised  during  the  ceremony. 

Later  the  same  day,  President 
Kenyatta  held  a  reception  for  all 
delegates  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Fifth  Assembly  at  the  State 
House  in  Nairobi. 


The  Sections  are  designed  to  provide 
basic  analyses  of  their  topics,  receive 
approval  in  substance  from  the  whole 
Assembly,  and  be  commended  to  286 
member-churches  of  the  WCC  "for  the 
study  and  appropriate  action.”  They  are 
also  designed  to  provide  the  basis  for 
specific  program  proposals  —  to  be 
presented  during  the  final  week  of  the 
Assembly  —  which  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  will  implement  during  the  next 
seven  years. 

‘Confessing  Christ  today’ 

The  Section  I  report,  “Confessing 
Christ  Today,”  took  into  account  the 
statements  from  numerous  church 
assemblies,  including  the  Lausanne 
Congress  on  World  Evangelism,  and 
represents  what  many  consider  to  be  an 
emphasis  on  evangelistic  outreach  and 
Christian  social  involvement. 

The  report  begins:  “Today’s  world 
offers  many  political  lords  as  well  as 
secular  and  religious  saviors.  Never¬ 
theless,  as  representatives  of  churches 
gathered  together  in  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  we  boldly  confess  Christ  alone 
as  Savior  and  Lord.  We  confidently  trust 
in  the  power  of  the  gospel  to  free  and 
unite  all  children  of  God  throughout  the 
world.” 

It  goes  on  to  say  that  "we  are  com¬ 
missioned  to  proclaim  the  gospel  of 
Christ  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
Simultaneously,  we  are  commanded  to 
struggle  to  realize  God’s  will  for  peace, 
justice  and  freedom  throughout  society.” 

In  response  to  Jesus’  question  "Who  do 
you  say  that  I  am?”  the  report  answers: 
"The  one  witness  of  God  ...  the  true 
witness  of  God  ...  the  faithful  witness  of 
God.”  And  the  continuing  witness  of  God 
through  the  “presence  and  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.” 

The  report  says  "Confessing  Christ  and 
being  converted  to  his  discipleship 
belong  inseparably  together.” 

While  affirming  diversity  of  Christian 
expression  in  different  cultural  contexts, 
the  report  points  to  numerous  social, 
cultural,  economic  and  political  struc¬ 
tures  which  “obscure  the  Christ  we  seek 
to  confess.”  Particularly  singled  out  are 
racism,  sexism,  materialism,  secular¬ 
ism,  rigid  ecclesiastical  structures  and 
narrow  nationalism. 

Powerful,  poor  confess  Christ 

Pointing  to  God’s  will  that  all  be  freed 
and  united  together  in  Christ,  the  report 
states:  "When  the  powerful  confess 
Christ,  the  suffering  must  be  able  to 
concur;  when  the  exploited  confess 
Christ,  the  rich  should  be  enabled  to  hear 
in  such  confessions  their  own  freedom 
announced.” 

The  report  calls  on  WCC  member-' 
churches  to.  profess  and  proclaim  "the 
whole  gospel”  to  "the  whole  person” 
through  "the  whole  world”  on  behalf  of 
“the  whole  church.” 

It  reminds  the  churches  and  their 
members  that  "despite  all  our  cultural 
differences,  despite  structures  in  society 
and  the  church  that  obscure  Christ,  and 
despite  our  sinfulness,  we  affirm  and 
confess  Christ  together  for  we  have  found 
that  He  is  not  alien  to  any  culture  and 
that  He  redeems  and  judges  all  our 
societies.” 

The  report  concludes:  “We  need  to 
recover  a  sense  of  urgency.  Questions 
about  theological  definitions  there  may 
be.  Problems  of  precise  implementation 
will  arise,  but  neither  theoretical  or 
practical  differences  must  be  allowed  to 
dampen  the  fires  of  evangelism.  Con¬ 
fessing  Christ  must  be  done  today. 
‘Behold,  now  is  the  acceptable  time; 
Behold  now  is  the  day  of  salvation’ 
(IlCor.  6:2).” 

Education  for  liberation 

The  section  dealing  with  “Education 
for  Liberation  and  Community”  is 
critical  of  educational  systems  which 
alienate  persons  from  their  own  cultures 
and  which  are  designed  to  turn  out 
persons  who  uncritically  accept  and 
serve  a  system  which  limits  their 
potential. 

The  report  states  that,  in  many  cases, 
“Western  patterns  of  teaching, 
evaluation  and  creditation  still  persist, 
and  proliferate  in  Third  World  countries” 
with  a  double  sense  of  alienation  for  the 
people  involved  —  one  from  the  Western 
world  and  one  from  their  own  culture. 

The  report  advocates  that  educational 
systems  should  bring  people  "to  a 
critical  awareness  of  the  strengths  and 
weaknesses  of  their  own  culture  for  the 
development  they  desire  for  themselves, 
rather  than  being  disruptedly  separated 
from  it  to  serve  the  purposes  of  others.” 

With  respect  tp  theological  education, 
the  report  noted  that  “the  tradition  of 
theological  teaching  will  continue  to  be 
an  integral  part  of  training  for  the  or¬ 
dained  and  other  specialized  ministries, 
but  the  diversified  needs  of  the  church 
require  alternatives.”  It  is  asserted  that 
“theological  education  belongs  to  the 
whole  people  of  God  in  the  equipping  of 
them  for  ministry.” 

Local  congregations  witness 
A  concluding  ^ub-section  on  "Creative 
life-style  for  community”  calls  on  the 
local  congregation  "to  begin  to  take 
seriously  its  life-style  and  to  ask  what 
witness  this  is  giving  to  the  world  and 
what  nurture  it  is  giving  to  its  mem¬ 
bers." 

Numerous  delegates  expressed 
reservation  about  the  report,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  respect  to  its  lack  of  clarity 
regarding  the  churches’  responsibility  in 
relation  to  formal  education  and  the 
Biblical  basis  for  Christian  education. 

With  assurances  that  the  report  would 
be  further  refined  before  being  dis¬ 
seminated,  the  Assembly  approved  it 
"in  substance”  and  commended  it  to  the 
churches  for  study. 

The  section  report  on  "Structures  on 
Injustice  and  Struggles  for  Liberation” 


evoked  the  most  vocal  response  from 
delegates,  with  nine  responding  from  the 
plenary  floor  and  43  others  waiting  to 
speak  when  the  available  time  for  debate 
expired.  Despite  protests  from  some,  the 
report  was  accepted  "in  substance”  by 
the  Assembly.  A  special  session  to  allow 
further  comment  from  delegates  was 
scheduled  later  in  the  day,  with  the 
promise  that  input  received  there  would 
be  considered  in  a  final  revision  of  the 
report. 

Following  a  theological  preamble 
asserting  that  "the  gospel  brings  us  a 
message  of  God’s  total  identification  with 
the  suffering  of  humanity”  and  com¬ 
mands  Christians  likewise  to  be  iden¬ 
tified,  the  report  was  divided  into  three 
sub-sections:  human  rights,  sexism,  and 
racism. 

Statement  on  human  rights 

Well  over  half  of  the  175  delegates  in 
this  section  were  involved  in  drafting  the 
statement  on  human  rights,  which  says 
"no  rights  are  possible  without  the  basic 
guarantee  for  life,  including  the  right  to 
work,  to  adequate  food,  to  guaranteed 
health  care,  decent  housing  and 
education  for  the  full  development  of 
human  potentional.” 

Yet,  the  report  noted,  in  many  nations 
"millions  are  denied  these  rights.” 
The  rights  of  future  generations  also 
require  protecting  the  environment  and 
conserving  the  earth’s  resources,  the 
report  states. 

Other  key  human  rights  cited  by  the 
report  are  the  right  for  self- 
determination  and  cultural  identity,  and 
the  rights  of  minorities;  the  right  to 
participate  in  decision-making  in  the 
community  ;  to  dissent;  to  have  personal 
dignity;  and  the  right  of  religious 
freedom. 

"While  we  must  work  for  the  abolition 
of  specific  denials  of  human  rights  such 
as  torture,”  the  report  said,  "we  must 
remember  that  unjust  social  structures 
expressed  through  economic  ex¬ 
ploitation,  political  manipulation, 
military  dowpt,  class  domination,  etc. 
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create  the  condition  under  which  human 
rights  are  denied." 

"Christians  will  need  to  assess  differ¬ 
ent  structures  carefully,”  the  report 
said,  "championing  the  rights  of  the 
individual  when  they  are  threatened  by 
unjust  structures,  and  defending  the 
right  of  the  majority  when  they  are 
threatened  by  the  tyranny  of  the  few.” 

"In  some  cases,”  the  report  says,  “the 
churches  themselves  have  actively 
supported  the  oppressors  or  even  become 
involved  in  the  oppression  themselves, 
out  of  misguided  conviction  and/or 
attempts  to  safeguard  their  own  privi¬ 
leges.”  The  report  admonishes  churches 
to  accept  special  responsibility  to 
express  “in  word  and  deed”  their 
solidarity  with  those  whose  human  right 
and  fundamental  freedoms  are  denied. 
‘Sexism’  and  racism 
In  its  section  on  "sexism,”  the  report 
says  that:  “Inclusive  imagery  and 
language  about  God  and  the  people  of 
God  is  crucial  to  the  self-identity  and 
faith  of  women.  A  variety  of  both 
masculine  and  feminine  images  of  G<jd 
need  to  be  used  in  order  to  reflect  the 
depth  of  the  mystery  of  God  who  tran¬ 
scends  all  human  metaphors.” 

The  report  also  calls  on  member 
churches  of  the  WCC  to  "open  all  service 
opportunities  to  women,  and  to  en¬ 
courage  the  study  by  both  men  and 
women,  of  a  deeper  and  more  thorough 
participation  of  women  in  church  life 
with  specific  attention  to  the  question  of 
ordination  and  the  employment  of 
women  in  the  church." 

In  its  section  on  "racism,”  the  report 
states :  "Racism  is  today  as  acute  as  ever 
because  of  its  institutional  penetration, 
its  reinforcement  by  military  and 
economic  power,  and  because  of  wide 
spread  fear  of  loss  of  privilege  by  the 
affluent  world,”  the  report  says. 

Cited  especially  in  this  category  are 
trade  patterns  of  white.  North  Atlantic 
nations  that  militate  against  non-white 
peoples,  and  industrialized  nations 
supplying  arms  to  "racist  regimes." 


Prime  Minister 
supports  democracy 


NAIROBI  (RNS)  —  A  strong  plea  for 
churches  to  encourage  and  support 
"participatory  democracy”  in  its  fullest 
sense  in  the  social  order  was  issued  by 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Jamaica  in  an 
address  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
Fifth  Assembly. 

Prime  Minister  Michael  N.  Manley,  a 
Methodist,  said  the  most  urgent  need 
today  is  for  a  moral  basis  to  international 
and  national  order,  as  distinct  from 
cynical  self-interest. 

His  address  was  the  second  occasion  on 
which  a  head  of  government  gave  a 
major  talk  at  a  World  Council  assembly. 
The  first  was  in  1968,  when  President 
Kenneth  Kaunda  of  Zamibia  addressed 
the  Fourth  Assembly  in  Uppsala. 

Toward  making  history  a  "truly  moral 
process,”  Mr.  Manley  urged  the  chur¬ 
ches  to  give  leadership  and  inspiration  to 
the  struggle  to  replace  regimes  of 
unequality  and  oppression. 

To  remain  silent  where  there  is  in¬ 
justice  and  domination  is  to  be  “willing 
accomplices  and  co-partners  in  the  crime 
against  religion  and  humanity,”  he  told 
the  2,000  Assembly  participants  from 
nearly  100  nations. 

Churches,  the  Jamaican  prime 
minister  said,  have  “a  clear  duty  to 
make  common  cause  with  the  Third 
World  in  its  search  for  a  new  order,”  and 
to  identify  the  causes  and  consequences 
of  oppression  and  domination  wherever 
they  occur.  “Liberation  is  about  vic¬ 
tims,”  he  stressed,  "and  as  long  as  there 
is  one  victim  upon  the  face  of  this  earth, 
the  process  of  liberation  must  continue.” 

In  relating  the  liberation  process  to 
political  forms,  he  warned  that  many 
parliamentary  democracies  are  “in  fact 
only  a  means  of  legitimizing  a  tyranny  of 
the  majority  for  predetermined  periods 
of  time.”  Hence  in  his  view  liberation 

Advent  rally 
stresses  love 
as  ‘ reconciling 9 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  (RNS)  —  An  Advent 
rally  in  Uhuru  ("Freedom”)  Park  here 
brought  a  strong  bid  for  Christians  to 
witness  in  practical  ways  to  Jesus’ 
coming  —  the  Incarnation  —  through 
reconciling  love. 

"I  believe  in  a  God  that  can  change 
things,”  declared  Anglican  Bishop  Festo 
Kievengere  of  Uganda.  “But  I  don’t 
believe  in  destructive  change.  I  hate 
oppression  and  injustice  but  I  will  die 
before  I  will  change  it  with  spears  and 
guns.  That  is  not  the  way  Jesus  changes 
things.” 

Bishop  Kievengere  appealed  to  these 
present  to  join  in  “Christ’s  operation 
rescue”  and  to  heal  wounds,  in¬ 
terpersonal  and  international.  “The 
world  is  intent  to  continue  the  outrageous 
experiences  of  biting  and  devouring  one 
another.  Rescue  us  from  tradition  and 
help  us  serve  one  another,”  he  ad¬ 
monished. 

Some  5,000  participants,  Kenyans  and 
persons  here  for  the  Fifth  Assembly  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  gathered 
for  the  hillside  service  under  a  blazing 
sun.  Translating  the  English  words  of  the 
bishop  into  Swahili  was  the  Rev.  John 
Gatu,  chairman  of  the  All  Africa  Con¬ 
ference  of  Churches,  whose  fervor  and 
gestures  were  equal  to  the  speaker's. 


does  not  end  with  parliamentary 
democracy ;  it  begins  there  and  must  bii 
“relentlessly  pursued”  if  consensual 
government  —  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  and  for  the  people  —  is  to 
achieved. 

In  the  economic  realm,  the  Jamaican 
prime  minister  defined  a  just  society  as" 
one  “in  which  the  economy  is  first  and 
foremost  directly  and  freely  responsive 
to  the  overall  needs  of  the  community 
large.”  Capitalism,  he  said,  by  its  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  rights  of  private  property 
and  individual  ownership,  divides  society 
into  permanent  economic  categories  of 
master  and  servant,  propertied  and 
propertyless.  “At  no  point  in  history,”  he 
maintained,  “has  an  economic  system 
reflected  the  process  of  domination  in 
political,  social,  psychological,  and 
ultimately,  even  in  philospohical  terms,- 
more  competently  than  under 
capitalism.” 

But,  he  added,  the  other  extreme,-  when 
the  economic  order  is  under  total  state 
ownership  and  a  bureaucratic  cen: 
tralism,  often  involves  “a  new  form  of 
oppression  to  maintain  what  is  in  reality, 
state  capitalism.”  .v 

Popular  democracy  can  best  be 
assured  by  analyzing  the  decision¬ 
making  process,  he  said.  ‘The  more 
carefully  this  is  examined,  the  more 
clearly  one  does  discover  the  extent  to 
which  our  inherited  institutions  separate 
the  people  from  the  power.” 

He  stressed  that  “the  will  to  libera tioh 
must  precede  liberation  itself.” 

Identifying  his  own  political  com¬ 
mitment  as  a  democratic  socialist,  the 
prime  minister  in  a  subsequent  news 
conference  described  efforts  to 
democratize  certain  aspects  of  life  in 
Jamaica  —  high  school  students  and 
sugar  industry  workers,  for  example^ 
The  goal  is  to  go  beyond  "parliamentary 
democracy”  to  the  point  where  in« 
dividuals  have  access  to  meaningful 
decision-making,  he  said. 

Asked  if  any  state  or  society  ap^ 
proximates  the  concept  he  holds  for  the 
social  and  political  order,  the  Jamaican 
prime  minister  responded  that  the 
Scandinavian  countries  and  perhaps’ 
Yugoslavia  show  growth  in  that  direction 
and  Jamaica  is  working  at  it.  He  added; 
however,  that  he  is  not  dismayed  that  the 
goal  has  not  been  reached.  “What  I  aid 
concerned  about  is  that  we  try  so  hard  t6 
convince  one  another  our  cynicism  is 
well  founded  tha^we  forget  to  look  at  thd 
cause  of  our  cynicism,”  he  said.  ; 
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1977-80  church  priorities  proposed 

GCOM  recommends  four  major  issues;  GCFAsets  World  Service  budget 
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Star  marks  historical  spot 
FREDERICA,  Del.  —  This  is  the  spot  where  Thomas  Coke  first  met  Francis 
Asbury  on  Nov.  14. 1784  —  and  their  discussions  that  day  of  John  Wesley's  proposals 
led  to  the  organization  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  December  1784 
Curator  at  the  historic  Barratt's  Chapel  here,  the  Rev.  Harvey  Flater,  points  to  a 
star  that  marks  the  spot.  The  192nd  anniversary  of  the  event  was  observed  here  Nov. 
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Proposal  sets  $24.9  million  annually 

World  Service  dollar  divided 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS  —  New  program  recom¬ 
mendations  were  plentiful  but  money 
was  scarce  here  last  week  as  United 
Methodism’s  national  agency  respon¬ 
sible  for  program  coordination  and  its 
national  council  on  finances  met  in  “side- 
by-side”  sessions. 

Although  they  never  came  together 
•officially”  except  to  share  a  banquet, 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
took  action  on  a  broad  range  of  in¬ 
terrelated  projects  —  one  agency  con¬ 
cerned  with  program  and  the  other  with 
money. 

High  on  the  list  of  GCFA  actions  was 
approval  of  a  $24.9  million  per  year 
“World  Service”  budget  for  the  1977-80 
church  quadrennium  (see  story 
elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Meanwhile,  the  GCOM  took  action 
on  recommendations  for  special  qua- 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ST.  LOUIS  —  The  “absolute  size  of  the 
World  Service  Fund  pie”  was 
unanimously  set  here  last  v'eek  at  $24.9 
million  annually  for  the  1977-80 
quadrennium  by  the  church’s  chief  fiscal 
agency,  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  (GCFA). 

The  recommendation,  which  is  an 
increase  of  6.3  percent  over  the  $23.5 
million  annual  figure  in  the  present 
quadrennium,  will  be  presented  to  the 
1976  General  Conference  in  Portland 
where  not  only  the  size  of  the  pie  but  also 
the  size  of  the  slices  can  be  changed, 
since  General  Conference  has  the  final 
word. 

The  World  Service  Fund,  which  is 
apportioned  to  each  annual  conference 
(and  then  to  each  local  church),  is 
considered  the  basic  fund  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  program  and  outreach  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  represents 
“the  minimum  needs  of  the  general 
agencies  of  the  church.” 

Approximately  82  percent  of  the  total 
pie  or  $20,090,000  supports  the  church’s 
six  program  agencies:  Board  of  Church 
&  Society,  Board  of  Discipleship,  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  &  Ministry,  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  (and  the  Self- 
Determination  Fund),  and  Commission 
on  Status  &  Role  of  Women. 

The  recommendations  for  allocations 
of  the  “program  slices”  were  arrived  at, 
for  the  first  time,  through  cooperative 
negotiations  with  the  church’s  chief 
program-coordinating  agency,  the 
General  Council  or.  Ministries  (GCOM) 
and  were  mutually  agreed  upon  as  the 


Ulhat  does  it  take  for  a 
24-year-old  Superstar 
to  honestly  pray, 

"liord,  help  me  to 
do  mu  best 
whether  I  finish 
first  or  last"? 


A  dynamic  sports  story 
revealing  the  compassionate 
heart  of  a  young  Superstar. 

R|la  Rati,  Jr. 

•  winner  of  the  ABC -TV 
1974  Superstars 
competition 

•  member  of  the  U.S.  World  Cup  team  for 
1978 

•  star  striker  for  the  Dallas  Tornado  pro 
soccer  team 

•  scoring  leader  and  rookie  of  the  year  in 
1973 

Kyle  Rote.  Jr.  says  about  himself 
"The  central  focus  of  my  life  is  not 
success,  it  is  not  Superstars.  The  real 
center  of  my  life  is  my  day-to-day 
relationship  with  Christ." 

BEYOND  THE  GOAL  is  Kyle  Rote's  own 
revealing  account  of 

•  professional  sports,  coaches  and 
friends  like  O  J  Simpson.  Bob 
Seagren,  Pete  Rose 

•  the  advantages  and  problems  of  being 
the  son  of  a  famous  father  (Kyle  Rote, 
Sr. .  former  football  great  for  the  New 
York  Giants) 

•  why  he  views  soccer  as  a  "global  sport” 

•  his  development  as  a  Superstar  athlete 

•  his  decision  to  prepare  for  the  Christian 
ministry. 

A  great  gift  idea.  With  action 
photographs! 
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for  people  on  the  grow 


two  met  here  jointly  December  2-5. 

While  mutual  agreement  was  reached 
on  the  $20.1  million  figure  for  the  six 
World  Service  agencies,  an  unresolved 
disagreement  arose  about  how  to  fund 
the  ethnic  minority  local  church  priority. 
That  means  General  Conference  will 
receive  two  alternative  proposals,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ed  Montgomery,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  member  of  GCOM’s 
Finance  Committee.  Both  agencies  have 
unanimously  supported  their  own  plans. 

GCOM’s  proposal  is  that  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  priority  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  basic  World  Service  ap¬ 
portionment. 

The  fiscal  agency  on  the  other  hand 
approved  the  creation  of  a  World  Service 
special  benevolence  fund  —  similar  to  the 
Black  College  Fund  and  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  —  which  is  apportioned 
but  is  not  in  the  basic  asking. 

The  Finance  agency  contends  that  the 
performance  of  the  two  present  funds  — 
each  received  at  a  rate  of  75  percent  of 
their  goal  —  is  high  enough  to  warrant 
use  of  this  route. 

Opponents  view  it  as  probably  meaning 
Black  colleges  and  ministerial  education 
will  just  receive  less  money. 

The  Rev.  Norman  DeWire,  general 
secretary  of  the  program-coordinating 
council,  told  TM/  UMR  that  GCOM’s 
Finance  Committee  built  the  program 
agency  budgets  on  the  basis  of  what  each 
agency  was  assigned  to  do  by  the 
church’s  “Book  of  Discipline.” 

On  that  basis,  only  one  agency,  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  would 
receive  a  smaller  allocation  in  the  1977-80 
quadrennium  if  the  budget  is  approved. 
It  will  drop  from  $12.5  million  to  $12.4 
million  per  year.  The  agency  to  receive 
the  “most  significant  percentage”  in¬ 
crease  is  the  Commission  on  Status  and 
Role  of  Women:  from  $75,000  this 
quadrennium  to  $200,000  the  next. 

Other  agency  recommendations: 
Church  &  Society  -  $840,000;  Discipleship 
-  $3.3  million,  Higher  Education  & 
Ministry  - $2  million;  Religion  and  Race  - 
$330,000;  Self-Determination  Fund  -  $1 
million. 

There  are  several  new  features  in  the 
World  Service  proposal: 

•  A  “restricted  contingency  reserve” 
of  $400,000  which  is  designed  to  be  an 
inflation-hedge  for  the  general  agencies. 
Also,  it  will  provide  uniformity  in  salary 
increases  among  the  agencies. 

•  For  the  first  time,  raises  for  general 
agency  staff  will  be  related  to  the  per¬ 
centage  salary  increases  received  by 
local  pastors  across  the  church. 

•  Support  for  the  American  Bible 
Society  was  cut  in  half  to  $50,000  annually 
because  “it  has  vast  resources  to  support 


its  work  while  the  general  agencies  have 
comparatively  less.” 

•  Support  for  former  EUB  colleges  is 
completely  phased  out  as  they  have 
completed  the  shift  to  annual  conference 
and  regional  support. 

In  addition  to  the  program  agencies, 
World  Service  includes  funds  for  the 
operation  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications  and  Interpretation,  the 
American  Bible  Society,  Deaconess’ 
Pensions,  and  three  schools  -  American 
University,  Scarritt  College  and  Alaska 
Methodist  University. 


drennial  programs  on  hunger  and  the 
ethnic  minority  churches,  approved  a 
proposal  for  a  study  of  human  sexuality 
and  agreed  “in  principle”  with  recom¬ 
mendations  for  revamping  the  church¬ 
wide  publications  program. 

World  hunger 

Designating  itself  as  the  “recipient 
agency”  through  which  funds  would  be 
assigned  to  program  agencies,  the 
GCOM  recommended  that  the  General 
Conference  adopt  a  quadrennial  effort  to 
combat  world  hunger  and  that  it  be 
funded  through  a  $5  million  per  year 
“Advance  Special”  which  is  “second 
mile”  giving  apart  from  World  Service 
apportionments  made  against  local 
churches.  (See  TM/  UMR  Oct.  31.) 

The  GCOM-appointed  interagency  task 
force  on  world  hunger  had  recommended 
that  only  $3  million  be  raised  through  an 
“Advance  Special”  and  that  the 
remainder  come  through  a  special  World 
Service  apportionment  as  a  part  of  the 
church’s  national  budget. 

The  recommendation  for  raising  the 
entire  sum  through  the  use  of  an 
“Advance  Special”  requires  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Advance  Committee,  which 
will  meet  in  February. 

The  Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker,  director  of  the 
committee,  said  the  request  will  be 
considered,  but  he  could  not  predict 
whether  the  entire  sum  will  be  approved. 

“We  will  have  to  decide  whether  or  not 
we  can  raise  that  kind  of  money  without 
seriously  hurting  the  projects  we  are 
already  raising  money  for,”  he  said.  “We 
can’t  deny  the  importance  of  the  world 
hunger  issue,  but  we  have  to  look  at  the 
asking  in  a  realistic  way.” 

The  hunger  proposal  calls  for  an  inter¬ 
agency  attack  on  hunger  with  60  per  cent 
of  the  money  used  for  “services  and 
resources’’  for  “self  development 
programs”  and  “relief.”  Another  20  per 
cent  would  go  to  attacking  hunger 


GCOM-GCFA  news  briefs 


Quadrennial  theme  suggested 
to  include  commitment,  change. 

ST.  LOUIS  —  The  slogan  “Committed 
to  Christ  —  Called  to  Change”  was 
proposed  here  Dec.  2  as  a  quadrennial 
theme  for  the  United  Methodist  Church 
during  the  1977-80  quadrennium. 

The  theme  —  which  must  be  approved 
by  the  denomination’s  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Portland,  Oregon  next  spring 
—  deals  with  what  the  theme  report  calls 
“hungers  of  humankind.”  It  lists  those 
hungers  as  hunger  for:  salvation,  love, 
meaning,  food,  community,  knowledge 
and  justice. 

If  accepted  by  General  Conference, 
local  churches  will  be  asked  to  in¬ 
corporate  the  theme  in  their  program¬ 
ming.  The  council  set  aside  a  sum  of 
money  “not  to  exceed  $25,000”  to 
promote  the  theme  if  it  is  accepted. 
Study  document  lists  seven 
vital  concerns  for  local  church 
ST.  LOUIS  —  A  proposed  local  church 
study  document  entitled  “The  Kingdom 
in  Our  Midst”  received  final  approval 
here  Dec.  2  for  recommendation  to 
General  Conference  next  spring. 

The  document  lists  seven  “vital  con¬ 
cerns”  which  local  churches  are  asked  to 
“examine  carefully.”  The  concerns 
listed  came  from  a  research  study 
conducted  by  the  GCOM  last  year  to 
determine  what  local  church  persons  feel 
are  main  issues  facing  the  church  and  the 
world  today. 

Concerns  presented  in  the  study  are: 
Deeper  personal  commitment  to  Christ, 
strengthening  of  the  local  church,  full 
participation  by  lay  persons,  concern  for 
persons,  values  and  ethics  in  public  and 
private  life,  good  stewardship  in  times  of 
scarcity  and  the  future  of  church  related 
institutions. 

Two  GCOM  executives  not 
reelected;  four  elected 
ST.  LOUIS  —  Dr.  Virgil  Sexton  and  Ms. 
tvt  "V  •>  •  •  Mildred  Wilkerson,  assistant  general 

IN.  i .  City  8  money  crisis  secretaries  for  the  General  Council  on 
#  Ministries  (GCOM)  failed  to  be  re- 

hurts  U.M.  hospital 


with  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  to  study  the 
situation  and  make  a  recommendation 
sometime  during  the  1977-80  quadren¬ 
nium. 

It  further  asked  General  Conference  to 
empower  it  to  act  on  its  recommendation 
if  agreement  can  be  reached  among 
GCOM,  GCFA  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Salary  increase  for  bishops 
recommended  during  1977-80 

ST.  LOUIS  —  A  “moderate”  salary 
increase  of  $500  per  year  for  the  bishops 
of  the  church  during  the  1977-80 
quadrennium  was  approved  by  the 
GCFA.  For  the  first  time,  the  increase  is 
related  to  pastors’  salaries  across  the 
nation.  The  figure  was  based  on  a  122 
percent  relationship  to  the  150  top 
pastors’  salaries  paid  in  1974.  The 
bishops  would  begin  the  quadrennium 
with  $25,500  in  1977  and  receive  $28,000  by 
1980  if  the  formula  is  adopted  by  General 
Conference  next  spring. 


through  “lifestyles"  analysis  and  change 
in  the  United  States.  The  final  20  per  cent 
would  be  devoted  to  the  area  of  “public 
policy”  as  it  relates  to  hunger. 

Ethnic  minority  churches 

Quickly  approving  the  basic  thrust  of 
the  recommendations  presented  by  a 
special  task  force  on  the  crisis  in  United 
Methodism’s  ethnic  minority  churches, 
the  GCOM  (and  later  the  GCFA)  spent 
considerable  time  struggling  with  op¬ 
tions  of  funding. 

The  original  task  force  report  had 
called  for  a  total  of  $15  million  per  year  to 
be  spent  to  undergird  Black,  Asian- 
American,  Native  American  and 
Hispanic  churches  throughout  the 
denomination.  Of  that,  $10  million  was  to 
come  from  existing  budgets  in  annual 
conferences  and  national  agencies 
through  adjustment  of  priorities.  The 
remaining  $5  million  was  to  come 
through  World  Service  —  the  church’s 
basic  apportioned  fund. 

The  GCOM  approved  a  recom¬ 
mendation  which  removed  actual  dollar 
amounts  from  the  annual  conference  and 
general  agency  portion  of  the  recom¬ 
mendation  and  asked  only  that  funds  be 
assigned  with  minority  churches  as  the 
“highest  missional  priority.” 

The  GCOM  further  asked  General 
Conference  to  “mandate”  that  all  annual 
conferences  study  its  ministry  to  and 
through  the  minority  churches. 

On  the  remaining  $5  million  asking,  the 
GCOM  recommended  that  $3.5  million  be 
raised  through  an  “Advance  Special" 
and  $1.5  million  be  raised  through  World 
Service. 

The  Advance  Committee  is  yet  to  act 
on  the  former  proposal,  but  the  GCFA 
refused  to  allow  the  latter  to  be  included 
in  World  Service  and  instead  set  up  a 
special  apportioned  budget  item  (See 
related  story  this  page.) 

Following  the  GCFA  action,  the  GCOM 
voted  to  carry  its  own  recommendation 
to  General  Conference  that  the  funds  be 
drawn  from  World  Service. 

Human  sexuality  study 


task  force  it  appointed  last  spring  to 
study  the  denomination’s  general 
publications  program  (See  TM/  UMR 
Oct.  3),  but  refused  to  support  the  report 
with  specific  budget  recommendations  to 
the  GCFA. 

The  original  report  presented  to  the 
GCOM’s  Section  on  Coordination  called 
for  additional  “new  money”  totaling 
$1,296,892  to  be  appropriated  for  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  study.  After 
hearing  objections  by  executives  from 
several  boards  and  agencies  that  such  an 
increase  in  JCC  funds  would  jeopardize 
other  agency  budgets,  the  report  was 
presented  to  the  entire  GCOM  without 
specific  budgetary  recommendations. 

JCC  officials  expressed  doubts  that 
such  a  comprehensive  program  of 
publications  as  the  one  accepted  can  be 
implemented  within  the  JCC’s  present 
budget. 

In  approving  the  publications  report, 
the  GCOM  asked  that  the  JCC 
“negotiate”  for  funding  with  other 
church  agencies.  Precise  meaning  of  the 
term  “negotiate”  was  not  made  clear, 
but  JCC  officials  said  they  will  meet  Jan. 

30  to  begin  “sorting  out  the  options  left 
open  to  us.” 

Lone  female 
staff  member 
resigns  post 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Jane  Mills 
Reed,  recently  re-elected  to  the  post  of 
Associate  General  secretary  of  the 
Emerging  Social  Issues  (ESI)  division  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  amidst 
controversy  about  her  effectiveness  a 
mere  six  weeks  ago,  has  resigned. 

Her  announcement  was  made  Dec.  1 
and  probably  will  become  effective  about 
Feb.  1. 

Ms.  Reed  cited  “underbudgeting  and 


GCOM  voted  to  appoint  a  special  task  understaffing”  of  the  Emerging  Social 


force  on  “The  Church  and  Human 
Sexuality”  and  agreed  to  fund  it  with  up 
to  $15,000  per  year  each  year  of  the  1977- 
80  quadrennium. 

It  designated  the  task  force  to  be  a 
“catalyst  for  leading  the  denomination  in 
studying  human  sexuality  using  all 
available  human  resources  and 
materials.”  The  GCOM  will  instruct  the 
task  force  to  “develop  an  annual 
progress  report ...  in  preparation  for 
presentation  to  the  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference.” 

The  task  'force  vjill  be  made  up  of 
representatives  from  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  theological  seminaries 
other  persons  “as  may  be  appropriate.” 

The  recommendation  passed  by  what 
appeared  to  be  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
council. 

Publications  study  report 


Issues  division  as  her  reasons  for 
leaving. 

She  expressed  disappointment  that  the 
reorganization  plan  for  the  Board  of 
Church  &  Society  (C  &  S)  for  the  next 
quadrennium  in  which  the  relatively  new 
division  she  staffed  had  a  major  in¬ 
vestment,  was  not  accepted  by  the  board 
at  its  October  meeting. 

“Heavy  personal  judgements  on  the 
newest  and  unproved  staff  member,  who 
also  happens  to  be  a  woman,  have 
obscured  the  problems  of  the  board  as  a 
whole  and  serve  to  highlight  the  op¬ 
pressiveness  of  the  situation  in  which  I 
and  wou^  have  to  continue,”  she  said. 

Dr.  Dudley  Ward,  C  &  S  general 
secretary,  said  in  a  staff  memo  he  was 
sorry  to  see  her  resign  and  wished  her  the 
very  best  as  she  “enters  a  new  phase  of 
her  professional  life.” 

Ms.  Reed  was  unanimously  re-elected 


Fiscal  agency  takes  steps 
to  prevent  future  deficits 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  557-bed 
Methodist  Hospital  of  Brooklyn  is  facing 
a  “critical"  cash-flow  problem  “which 
shows  great  promise  of  getting  worse 
quickly”  —  due  to  New  York  City’s 
mounting  financial  problems. 

An  advisory  memorandum  from  the 
Rev.  John  A.  Murdock,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division,  noted  the  problem 
for  the  Brooklyn  Hospital  is  that  it  gets 
about  20  per  cent  of  its  budget  from 
Medicaid  payments.  As  of  Nov.  13,  the 
hospital  was  $160,000  behind  in  its 
Medicaid  receipts. 
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Elizabeth  Evans  Turner's  book  PRAYERS 
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elected  to  their  positions  here  Dec.  4 
during  a  semi-annual  session  of  that 
body. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
GCOM’s  personnel  and  administrative 
committees,  the  two  staff  persons  were 
not  re-elected  for  the  coming  year. 

Commenting  on  the  dismissals,  Dr. 
John  T.  King,  president  of  the  council, 
said  that  the  council  expressed  “af¬ 
firmation”  of  both  Dr.  Sexton  and  Ms. 
King  as  persons.  He  declined  to  comment 
—  as  did  other  top  council  officials  —  on 
the  reasons  for  the  dismissals. 

Re-elected  as  council  executives  were 
Dr.  Norman  E.  Dewire  (general 
secretary),  Dr.  Gerald  Clapsaddle,  Dr. 
Alan  Waltz,  and  Dr.  Paul  Church  (former 
general  secretary  who  will  remain  on  the 
staff  through  June). 

A  “search  committee”  was  im¬ 
mediately  appointed  to  begin  searching 
for  persons  to  fill  the  two  vacated 
positions.  GCOM  officials  said  the 
positions  will  be  filled  with  “team  per¬ 
sons”  who  are  “generalists”  rather  than 
“specialists.” 

Move  Global  Ministries  west? 
Ask  study  committee  to  act 
ST.  LOUIS  —  A  recommendation 
approved  last  spring  that  “consideration 
be  given”  to  moving  the  offices  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  from  New  York  City  to  some 
location  west  of  the  Mississippi  River 
was  put  into  “process”  here  Dec.  4 
during  a  meeting  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  (GCOM). 

The  council  voted  unanimously  to  ask 
General  Conference  for  approval  to 
appoint  a  “select  committee”  jointly 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
ST  LOUIS  —  The  church’s  chief  fiscal 
agency  —  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (CF.*  ’■  •  Emitted  it  vas 
partly  responsible  foi  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  financial  problems  and 
took  action  at  its  meeting  here  Dec.  2-4  to 
prevent  such  a  situation  from  “ever 
recurring  again.” 

“Inadequate  policies  and  guidelines” 
^were  cited  as  contributing  factors  to  the 
1974  $1.1  million  deficit  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  (BOD)  and  its  projected 
$350,000  deficit  for  1975,  by  Dr.  Merrill 
Drennan,  chairman  of  the  general 
agencies  subcommittee. 

Dr.  Drennan  told  reporters  the 
situation  developed  because  the  only 
policy  controlling  the  situation  allowed 
the  agency  to  receive  up  to  75  percent  of 
its  expected  income  for  the  year.  “The 
BOD  bills  kept  coming  in  and  there  was 
no  guideline  for  paying  or  cutting  off.” 

The  resignation  of  the  fiscal  council’s 
Nashville  officer,  Ken  Miles,  Dec.  1,  and 
his  replacement  by  Ms.  Ann  Gunderson, 
was  formally  approved  here  in  a  related 
attempt  to  shore-up  the  board’s 
stabilization  program.  She  will  act  as 
comptroller  for  the  BOD  in  addition  to 
the  banking,  checkwriting  and  payroll 
services  the  finance  council  performs  for 
all  church  agencies. 

The  new  finance  guideline  adopted  last 
week  by  the  fiscal  council  provides  for 
monthly  budgetary  review  and  monthly 
advances  to  church  agencies  limited  to 
“one-twelfth  of  75  percent  of  their  annual 
allocation.” 

Further,  if  an  agency  needs  additional 
funds,  it  can  be  advanced  funds  up  to  90 
percent  of  its  annual  allocation,  but  it  will 
have  to  pay  interest  on  the  advance  and 
must  repay  all  monies  within  the  fiscal 
year  "either  from  current  or  reserve 
funds.” 

Dr.  Melvin  Talbert,  general  secretary 
of  the  BOD,  said  the  $350,000  1975  overage 
will  be  repaid  by  March  1976  by  con¬ 
verting  investment  reserves  to  cash,  as 
necessary.  Essentially,  this  means  that 
the  BOD  savings  account  will  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  its  checking  account.  But,  the 
board’s  approximately  $1  million  reserve 
fund  balance  will  be  maintained  by 
converting  backing  from  cash  assets  to 
its  property  assets,  according  to  John 
Hereford,  BOD  finance  officer. 

The  cash  flow  problem  at  the  heart  of 
BOD’s  situation  developed  primarily 


The  GCOM  approved  “in  principle  and  to  her  position  in  October  along  with  a 
intent”  a  report  compiled  by  a  special  process  for  improving  her  professional 

competence  and  the  personnel  practices 
of  the  board  as  a  whole,  after  the  division 
members  supported  her  re-election  by  a 
close  vote. 

The  board’s  personnel  committee  had 
recommended  to  the  ESI  division  that 
she  be  fired  in  September  for 
“professional  incompetence”  and 
“unsatisfactory  inter-personal  relation¬ 
ships.” 

Mary  Louise  Hudson,  Philadelphia, 
chairperson  of  the  ESI  division,  said  the 
division’s  executive  committee  will 
probably  meet  in  early  January  and 
before  the  Feb.  20-22  (C  &  S)  board 
meeting  to  review  the  situation. 


over  the  start-up  of  the  new  Discipleship 
Resources  division  in  1974,  Dr.  Talbert 
said  (See  TM/UMR  Sept.  12.)  More 
aggressive  attempts  to  get  payment  on 
accounts  receivable  (which  are 
estimated  at  between  $150  -  $250,000)  plus 
increased  business  for  the  division  are 
expected  to  alleviate  the  problem  in 
future  years,  he  told  TM/  UMR. 
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ii3  Jie  season. ..of  bazaars! 


Many  church  groups  have  been  holding 
bazaars  during  the  past  several  weeks, 
according  to  “bits”  of  information 
coming  to  this  newspaper,  but  not  until 
this  week  did  we  receive  a  single  picture! 
Since  it  is  the  Season  for  all  things 
“bright  and  beautiful”  and  “handmade” 
and  “homemade”  and  raising  funds  for 
worthy  projects,  we  were  grateful  to 
receive  the  two  accompanying 
photographs  from  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  organization  of  Pharr  Chapel, 
Morgan  City.  Shown  here  are  two  very 
good  photos  of  their  “Harvest  Buffet  and 


Bazaar.” 

Some  of  the  workers  are  shown  here: 
Front  row  (1-r):  Linda  Souza,  Clarine 
Bradford,  Faye  Ginn,  Nadaline  Thomas, 
Polly  Verrette,  Elsie  Busby,  Lilly 
Stephens;  standing  (1-r)  -  Joyce  Smith, 
Marietta  Race,  Janelle  Wade,  Ashton 
Duplan,  Doris  Burns,  Fran  Pontesso, 
Peggy  Landry,  Shirley  Millet,  Elaine 
Askew,  Gioca  Hill,  Alice  Moncrief,  Jo 
Ann  Cross,  Audrey  Luna,  Maria  Hardee, 
and  Tessie  Dilsaver. 

The  second  picture  shows  a  group  of 
shoppers  admiring  and  buying  gifts. 


Glenmora  Church  is 

News  from  Glenmora  Church  indicates 
that  “records  are  being  broken"  in 
almost  all  phases  of  activity!  Quoting 
from  a  recent  letter  from  the  church, 
“.  .  .  1975  is,  indeed  a  wonderful  year  for 
the  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Church 
.  .  .  have  exceeded  all  expectations  ... 
have  broken  the  Church  School  record 
five  times  this  year  .  .  .  record  at¬ 
tendance  is  141  present  with  144  members 
on  roll  .  .  .  goal  is  150  before  Christ¬ 
mas!” 

This  does,  indeed,  sound  like  a  record. 
Mr.  James  Goree  is  Superintendent,  and 
according  to  a  church  spokesman,  under 
his  leadership  “.  .  .  we  have  experienced 
a  lasting  revival  in  our  Church  School.  It 
is  a  beautiful  experience  and  one  we 
would  love  to  share  with  others  .  .  .”  (It 
should  be  noted  that  the  attendance  on 


The  Stro  ier  family  of  Glenmora 
Church. 


Christian  Spirit  of  '76 
set  by  Ar.O.  Federation 
of  Churches 

The  Christian  Spirit  of  '76,  sponsored 
by  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches  has  been  set  to  climax  the 
week  of  Apr.l  4-11,  1976,  according  to  a 
spokesman  of  that  group.  United 
Methodists  will  play  a  key  role  in  the 
event,  as  well  as  the  planning,  because  of 
their  significant  position  in  the 
Federation.  The  program  is  a 
simultaneous  evangelism/  church 
growth  effort  for  the  New  Orleans 
Metropolitan  area, 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Alfred  Norris, 
Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans 
District,  has  been  active  in  the  early 
planning  stage,  and  he  points  out, 
“Evangelism  is  at  the  very  heart  of  the 
Christian  message.  The  Christian  Spirit 
of  ’76  is  another  dynamic  way  ’  of 
presenting  the  claim  of  Christ  to  the  New 
Orleans  community  .  .  ." 

The  program  is  essentially  one  for  each 
individual  congregation,  and  the  em¬ 
phases  will  vary  according  to  each 
church.  The  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches  is  made  up  of 
congregations  of  the  Protestant, 
Evangelical,  and  Orthodox  persuasions. 


breaking  records” 

January  1,  1975  was  a  mere  56.) 

In  addition  to  this  unprecedented 
growth  and  enthusiasm  in  the  Church 
School,  other  items  should  be  noted  — 
Glenmora  Methodist  Men  have  been 
active,  and  the  Church  has  welcomed 
their  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Strozier 
and  his  family  with  a  reception  spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodist  Women  who 
are  experiencing  inspired  growth. 


The  young  people  seen  in  this  picture 
received  perfect  attendance  Church 
School  pins,  provided  by  Glenmora 
Methodist  Men.  The  recipients  are: 
Kevin  Mizell,  Thomas  McCreery,  Lisa 
Melder,  Sara  Goree,  Pat  Goree,  Burl 
Goree,  Paulette  McCreery,  Brian  Goree, 
Chris  McArthur,  William  McCreery, 
Mike  Goree,  Mary  Goree,  Danita  Goree, 
Greg  Mizell  ( all  receiving  9  months 
pins);  and  Bruce  Melder,  Lisa  Stokes, 
Robin  Farris  (who  received  6  months 
pins). 

Congress  on  Evangelism 
scheduled  for 
January  4-8,  1976 

One  of  the  first  Bicentennial  events  of 
the  New  Year  is  scheduled  for  January  4- 
8,  1976  when  the  United  Methodist 
Congress  on  Evangelism  will  be  held  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  event  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Council  on  Evangelism. 

Theme  of  the  gathering  is  “The  Spirit 
of  Christ  in  ’76  Calling  for  Repentance, 
Resolution,  and  Renewal,”  and 
President  Gerald  Ford  is  expected  to 
address  the  opening  session  of  the 
Congress.  Evangelist  Dr.  Oral  Roberts, 
President  of  Oral  Roberts  University,  is 
another  on  the  roster  of  outstanding 
speakers. 

In  addition  to  general  meetings,  13 
individual  conferences  will  focus  on 
many  phases  of  evangelistic  effort,  and 
will  include  sessions  for  lay  persons  and 
clergy.  Although  the  Council  on 
Evangelism  sponsors  meetings  annually, 
the  last  major  Congress  on  Evangelism 
of  this  magnitude  was  held  in  New 
Orleans  in  1971,  with  more  than  2400 
persons  attending.  The  Philadelphia 
event  is  accepting  2300  registrants. 
Complete  information  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  to:  Congress  on  Evangelism, 
Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 


Bishop’s  Message 

The  season  of  Advent  will  soon  be  past  and  Christmastide  in  all  its 
beauty  will  have  arrived. 

Some  have  inquired  about  the  possibility  of  offering  year-end  special 
Christmas  gifts  to  causes  of  exceptional  worth,  and  this  leads  to  a  very 
brief  homily  on  the  matter  of  giving. 

We  have  all  noticed  recently  that  there  is  a  rash  of  public  appeals  for 
various  apparently  worthy  causes.  Often  these  causes  seem  to  be  at¬ 
tached  to  no  established  institution,  accountable  to  no  responsible 
ongoing  body,  and  independent  of  any  control  except  the  control  of  those 
making  the  appeal;  therefore  I  would  strongly  suggest  that  before  you 
give  to  any  such  cause,  you  find  out  for  sure  the  following:  (1)  To  whom  is 
the  organization  accountable?  (2)  How  often  and  by  whom  are  the  books 
audited?  (3)  What  is  the  real  overhead  cost?  (4)  Will  the  strengthening  of 
the  cause  itself  be  divisive  in  the  Christian  community  or  healing?  (5) 
What  are  the  salaries  of  those  handling  the  funds? 

The  media  and  the  mails  are  full  of  appeals,  but  I  would  like  to  suggest 
one  about  which  you  can  have  no  qualms  or  questions.  There  are  some 
Advance  Mission  Specials  projects  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  that 
are  most  important  and  satisfying.  The  overhead  on  these  is  the  same 
year  in  and  year  out  regardless  of  the  amount  contributed.  The  audits  are 
responsibly  made  for  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  the 
bishop,  and  other  responsible  groups  in  the  conference  and  on  the  general 
level  of  the  church.  The  projects  are  carefully  planned  on  the  basis  of 
studied  need.  The  leaders  of  these  projects  have  been  carefully  screened 
and  selected  with  excruciating  thoroughness.  Only  3%  of  the  giving  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  on  such  projects  is  for  overhead,  whereas  in 
many  independent  projects  the  overhead,  etc.,  runs  as  high  as  40% !  !  ! 

If  you  want  to  help  somebody  overseas,  please  think  of  the  Iban  Pastors 
Fund  or  the  Transamazon  Mission  in  Brazil.  If  you  want  to  help  bring 
Christmas  cheer  to  someone  in  this  region,  think  of  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute  or  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Mission.  If  you  want  to  help  some  very 
worthy  group  within  the  bounds  of  our  state,  think  of  many  conference 
Advance  Special  projects  that  we  have  —  our  hospitals,  children’s  homes, 
community  centers,  homes  for  the  elderly,  colleges,  camps  for  youth,  and 
many  others.  Bring  cheer  at  Christmas  with  that  year-end  gift,  and  do  it 
through  a  responsible  channel. 

Now  —  in  the  meantime  —  have  a  great  Christmas  yourself,  and  ex¬ 
perience  anew  in  your  heart  the  rebirth  of  the  Christ  Child.  Let  the  joy, 
wonder,  and  beauty  of  the  season  be  a  benediction  to  your  soul.  Mrs.  W. 
M.  Nolan  sent  us  a  plant  derivedrfrom  the  ancient  camellia  bushes  that 
stand  in  front  of  the  historic  Jefferson  Prairie  Church.  We  set  it  out  a 
month  ago,  and  lo,  it  is  putting  on  a  Christmas  display  of  beauty  in 
magnificent  pink.  Could  the  sudden  blooming  of  this  lovely  bush  be  a 
prophetic  harbinger  of  things  to  come? 

Faithfully 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


UMW  of  First y Church, 
Pineville,  dress  dolls 


many  persons  in  the  community.  They 
made  lap  quilts  for  nursing  home 
residents;  seed  flower  baskets  for  shut- 
ins;  washable  stuffed  animals,  receiving 
blankets  and  diaper  shirts  for  the 
Pediatrics  Unit  at  Huey  P.  Long 
Hospital.  Many  women  of  the  church 
helped  in  these  projects  throughout  the 


The  UMW  of  First  Church,  Pineville, 
for  the  last  several  months  have  spon¬ 
sored  a  project  of  dressing  dolls  for  the 
Salvation  Army.  The  dolls  are  shown  in 
the  picture,  along  with  other  attractive 
items. 

The  group  not  only  dresses  dolls,  but 
performs  other  services  that  bring  joy  to 

Cheneyville  membership  almost  doubles! 

The  astounding 
accomplishment 
stated  in  the  head¬ 
line  for  this  picture 
is  no  misprint!  The 
Cheneyville  Church 
is  growing,  and  this 
picture  shows  six  of 
the  eight  who  joined 
the  church  recently 
and  almost  doubled 

the  membership.  _ 

Although  this  is  a  small  church  (on  the  Lecompte  Charge),  and  before  this  group 
joined  had  only  13  members,  the  Rev.  Ted  Smith,  Pastor, says  that  he  expects  three 
new  members  in  the  near  future.  Can  any  other  church  in  the  Conference  “top” 
this?  ! 


Shreveport  District  participates 
in  citizen  involvement  seminar 

Some  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  participants 
in  an  administra¬ 
tion  of  justice  semi¬ 
nar  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  are 
shown  here  as 
they  looked  over 
the  SHREVEPORT 
JOURNAL'S  spec¬ 
ial  “ Justice-Injus¬ 
tice ”  issue,  which 
was  used  as  the 
basis  of  a  discus¬ 
sion  at  a  recent 
meeting  sponsored 
by  the  Caddo-Bos- 

sier  Court  Observers  Program  in  cooperation  with  the  United  Methodist  Church.  In 
this  photograph  (l-r)  are:  Shreveport  Police  Capt.  Melvin  Guthrie;  Louisiana  State 
Probation  Officer  Robert  F.  DeBusk,  Jr. ;  Beth  Foster,  President  of  Court  Observers 
and  Chairman  of  Shreveport  District  Christian  Social  Involvement;  the  Rev.  James 
Graham,  Director  of  Shreveport  Metro-Ministries  ;  and  District  Superintendent  Dr. 
Carl  Lueg.  It  is  reported  that  some  50  area  ministers  attended  the  program  which 
was  held  in  Centenary  college.  (Photograph  courtesy  of  Marc  Menasco, 
SHREVEPORT  JOURNAL.) 


150  attend  Lake  Charles 


Dist.  Missions  meeting 


The  Rev.  Lawson  Lee  is  shown  at  the  Lake  Charles  District  Missions  Banquet.  On 
his  left  are:  Wilma  Crosby;  Howard  Carter;  and  Mrs.  Howard  Carter.  President  of 


the  Board.  District  Superintendent  Byrl 

Approximately  150  persons  attended 
the  Annual  Banquet  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Board  of  Missions,  meeting  this 
year  at  Henning  Memorial  Church  in 
Sulphur.  Mrs.  Howard  Carter,  President 
of  the  Board,  presided,  and  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  event  was  the  Rev. 
Lawson  Lee,  Director  of  the  Spanish¬ 
speaking  ministry  at  Felicity  Church  in 
New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Lee  highlighted  the  missionary 
effort  in  South  America,  where  he  served 
as  a  missionary  from  1948  to  1973.  His 
service  was  in  Uruguay  as  a  District 
Superintendent  for  13  years  and  as 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Uruguayan 
Church  for  six  years.  In  Peru,  he  was 
National  Director  of  Church  World 


Moreland  is  on  the  right.  _  __ 

Service  ami  had  responsibility  for 
rehabilitation  in  the  area  which  was 
devastated  by  the  earthquake  of  1970  in 
which  more  than  70,000  persons  lost  their 
lives. 

At  the  Missions  Banquet  a  Love  Gift 
was  presented  to  Ivo  Dutra,  a  Brazilian 
student  sponsored  by  the  Lake  Charles 
District  at  McNeese.  It  was  announced 
that  $2400  has  been  raised  in  1975  for  a 
District  Advance  Special,  and  this  will 
help  to  build  a  new  church  in  the  com¬ 
munity  where  Mr.  Dutra  will  live  when 
he  returns  to  Brazil.  The  Board  voted  to 
raise  $2,000  in  1976  as  a  District  Advance 
Special  for  Spanish-Speaking  Ministry  in 
New  Orleans. 


Gift  of  gratitude  given  to  Wesley 


Foundation  at  Southwestern 


The  Rev.  W. 
Dwight  Ramsey, 
(right)  Director  of 
Wesley  Foundation 
at  USL,  and  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  G. 
McDowell,  (left) 
Lafayette  District 
Superintendent, 
accepted  the 
Lancasters’  gift. 
Mr.  Lancaster  is  in 
the  center. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Lancaster  of 
Opelousas  recently  presented  a  new  16 
mm  movie  projector  and  screen  to  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  the  University  of 
Southwestern  Louisiana,  Lafayette.  Mr. 
Lancaster,  in  making  the  presentation 
during  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  stated  that  he  and  Mrs. 
Lancaster  (Karen)  had  “received 


more  .  .  ?'  than  they  could  repay  while 
they  were  participating  as  students  in  the 
Wesley  Foundation  program  at 
Louisiana  Tech  in  Ruston! 

The  Bell  and  Howell  projector  was 
“.  .  .an  expression  of  gratitude  for  the 
ministry  of  the  Wesley  Foundation.”  Mr. 
Lancaster  serves  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Southwestern’s  WF. 


Two  DeRidder  churchwomen 


receive  distinguished  honors 


Mrs.  Mattie  L.  Cain  and  Mrs.  Rosa 
McCullough,  both  members  of  DeRid- 
der’s  First  Church,  recently  received 
distinguished  honors  during  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  National  Business  Women’s 
Week,  sponsored  by  the  DeRidder 
Business  and  Professional  Women’s 
Club.  Their  long  years  of  dedication  and 
service  to  their  church  and  community 
merited  them  these  honors. 

Mrs.  Cain  was  selected  as  “Woman  of 
the  Week”  from  among  a  group  of  12 


Mrs.  J.  H.  (Mattie)  Cain 


outstanding  community  leaders.  She  is 
the  teacher  of  the  Wesley  Bible  Class, 
active  in  garden  club  work,  and  is  well 
known  for  her  many  outstanding 
humanitarian  contributions. 

Mrs.  McCullough,  serving  her  second 
year  as  President  of  her  Church’s  United 
Methodist  Women,  also  is  President  of 
the  DeRidder  Business  and  Professional 
Women’s  Club.  She  received  her  high 
honor  as  “Woman  of  the  Year”  by 
popular  vote  of  her  fellow  club  members. 


Mrs.  C.  W.  (Rosa)  McCullough 


iEenrtJ  (EifriHtmaB:  From  the  Staff 


During  this  most  blessed  of  all  seasons, 
when  we  celebrate  the  birth  of  our  Lord, 
it  is  fitting  that  we.  who  edit  and  send  you 
your  newspaper,  extend  a  word  of  special 
greeting.  Somehow,  we  who  always  deal 
in  “words,”  can  find  none  that  are  really 
more  appropriate  than  “Merry  Christ¬ 
mas.” 

We  are  mindful  particularly  that  the 
Christ  who  was  bom  almost  2000  years 
ago  is  alive  and  among  us,  and  as  real 
today  as  He  was  then.  His  “good  news”  is 
always  timely.  And  this  is  the  “good 
news”  that  we  strive  to  bring  you  each 
week.  We  pledge  to  strive  even  harder  in 
the  year  to  come. 

Thank  you  for  your  support.  For  your 
cooperation.  For  your  friendship.  For 
your  Christian  love.  And  may  our 
“Happy  Birthday”  of  the  Christ  bring 


new  happiness  and  cheer  into  the  lives  of 
all  of  those  who  are  dear  to  us  in  our 
hearts. 

Selected 

“The  Christian  Life  Commission  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  has  called 
for  quick  federal  action  on  strong  hand 
gun  legislation  before  ‘tragedy  strikes 
again.’ 

‘The  second  Presidential  assassination 
attempt  this  month  underscores  a  grim 
reality:  the  United  States  needs  im¬ 
mediate  and  effective  legislation  to 
control  the  abuse  of  hand  guns,’  the 
commission  said  in  a  letter  signed  by 
executive  secretary  Foy  Valentine.  The 
Southern  Baptist  commission  urged 
government  leaders  ‘to  support  strong 
hand  gun  control  legislation.’  " 


WCC  Assent  hly . THE  UNITCD  MRT'I0"'ST  l!EI'(IRTra 

Do  we  need  a  World  Council  of  Churches? 


DECEMBER  19, 1975 


Judging  from  ilie  opinions  often  ex¬ 
pressed  by  individual  members  and 
pastors,  it  is  obvious  that  many  United 
Methodists  do  not  consider  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  to  be  very 
important.  Indeed,  many  have  openly 
advocated  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  withdraw  its  support  and  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  WCC  because  of  its 
sometimes  controversial  pronoun¬ 
cements  and  programs. 

With  the  completion  of  the  WCC’s  Fifth 
Assembly  last  week  in  Nairobi,  Kenya 
(see  stories  in  TM/  UMR  Nov.  30,  Dec.  5, 
Dec.  12  and  elsewhere  in  this  issue),  now 
is  a  good  time  to  ask :  Do  we  need  a  World 
Council  of  Churches? 

We  would  answer  in  the  affirmative, 
for  three  reasons: 

(1)  To  give  support  to  Christians 
elsewhere.  With  10  million  members,  and 
resources  to  carry  on  an  extensive 
program  domestically  and  globally,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  does  not  need 
the  WCC  in  any  narrow  sense. 

The  same  cannot  be  said,  however,  for 
churches  in  many  parts  of  the  world 
many  of  which  came  into  being  as  results 
of  our  own  missionary  activity.  Many  of 


these  churches  have  very  limited 
memberships  and  resources  for  witness 
and  programs.  Participation  as  full 
members  in  a  worldwide  fellowship  of 
Christians  provides  for  such  churches 
both  educational  resources,  a  sense  of 
solidarity  with  other  Christians,  and 
renewed  hope  to  carry  on.  By  its  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  WCC,  a  strong  church 
such  as  the  UMC  gives  needed  support  to 
churches  which  lack  such  strength.  Our 
continued  participation  in  the  WCC 
represents,  in  a  real  sense,  our  continued 
commitment  to  a  worldwide  enterprise 
for  sharing  the  Christian  gospel. 

(2)  To  broaden  our  perspective.  The 
WCC  Fifth  Assembly  displayed  in  a 
remarkable  way  that  Christians  in  every 
society  tend  to  understand  the  faith  in 
terms  of  their  own  cultural  situation.  It 
similarly  demonstrated  that  the 
Christian  faith  in  its  fullness  is  broader 
and  greater  than  the  way  it  is  expressed 
in  any  single  culture. 

As  United  Methodists,  we  need  to 
participate  in  a  fellowship  such  as  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  in  order  to 
understand  how  Christians  in  other  parts 
of  the  world  experience  and  witness  to 


Missionary-evangelism  exchange 
urgently  needed  by  our  church 


Our  church  has  always  considered 
itself  strongly  committed  to  Christian 
evangelism  and  missionary  outreach. 

In  recent  years,  developments  in  the 
churches  to  whom  we  are  related  abroad 
have  resulted  in  significant  changes  in 
our  worldwide  missionary  strategy. 
These  changes  in  strategy  have  been 
perceived  by  some  as  a  lessening  of 
emphasis  on  missions  and  evangelism. 
To  date,  this  tension  remains  unresolved. 

One  of  the  most  constructive 
developments  within  the  recent  World 
Council  of  Churches  Fifth  Assembly  was 
the  call  for  an  intensive  new  emphasis  on 
worldwide  evangelism  which,  if  taken 
seriously,  could  effectively  resolve  the 
current  tension  in  the  UMC. 

Traditionally,  churches  in  America 
and  Western  Europe  have  engaged 
almost  exclusively  in  sending 
missionaries  to  other  parts  of  the  world. 
The  fact  that  missionaries  have  often 
sought  to  import  Western  cultural,  pat¬ 
terns  along  with  their  proclamation  of 
the  gospel  has  met  with  increasing 
resistance  as  the  overseas  churches  have 
grown  and  matured. 

Simultaneously,  there  is  recognition 
that  the  countries  which  have 
traditionally  sent  missionaries  elsewhere 
are  themselves  fields  for  evangelistic 
activity,  and  that  there  is  need  for 
renewed  spiritual  vitality  among  many 
of  the  traditionally  missionary-sending 
churches. 

An  integral  part  of  the  WCC’s  renewed 
call  for  evangelism  is  the  mutual  ex¬ 
change  of  missionaries  among  the 
member  churches.  Such  an  approach  is 
really  not  new ;  it  was  a  basic  part  of  the 


Apostle  Faul’s  missionary  strategy  in  the 
early  days  of  the  church.  However,  this 
strategy  has  been  largely  forgotten. 

We  believe  this  new/  old  pattern 
presents  us  with  exciting  possibilities  for 
sharing  the  Christian  faith  with  persons 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Churches  —  and 
persons  outside  the  church  —  within  the 
United  States  would  greatly  benefit  from 
first-hand  interaction  with  persons  who 
have  experienced  the  saving  power  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  other  cultural  contexts. 
And  our  willingness  to  receive 
missionaries  from  churches  in  other 
lands  should  also  enable  us  to  send 
missionaries  abroad  with  renewed  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  credibility. 

The  UMC’s  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  are  already 
involved  on  a  modest  scale  with  bringing 
Christians  from  other  parts  of  the  world 
to  bear  witness  to  the  gospel  in  North 
America.  These  efforts  need  to  be  greatly 
broadened  and  intensified. 

We  believe  the  UMC’s  1976  General 
Conference  should  establish  worldwide 
evangelism  as  one  of  our  church’s  top 
priorities  for  the  years  ahead,  with 
special  emphasis  on  receiving  as  well  as 
sending  missionaries. 

We  dare  to  believe  that,  if  properly 
challenged,  many  local  congregations 
within  the  UMC  will  respond  en¬ 
thusiastically  to  support  the  importation 
of  Christians  from  abroad  to  share  their 
understanding  of  the  gospel  with  persons 
in  America.  Such  an  emphasis  could  both 
greatly  enrich  our  own  understanding  of 
the  gospel’s  breadth  and  depth,  and 
result  in  many  new  Christian  disciples  in 
America  and  elsewhere. 


WCC’s  credibility  aided  by  debate 


The  heated  debate  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  Fifth  Assembly 
regarding  human  rights  violations  within 
the  Soviet  Union  represents  and  im¬ 
portant  step  forward  by  the  WCC  (see 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

For  years,  the  WCC  has  not  hesitated  to 
deplore,  in  light  of  the  gospel, 
deficiencies  within  Western  societies  and 
the  policies  of  Western  governments. 
And  it  has  spoken  with  abandon  regard¬ 
ing  violations  of  human  rights  in 
numerous  smaller  countries  such  as 
South  Africa,  Chile  and  the  Philippines. 
But,  as  many  have  complained  bitterly, 
the  WCC  has  followed  a  double-standard 
by  studiously  failing  to  address  obvious 
restrictions  on  human  rights  in  Marxist- 
controlled  nations  such  as  Russia. 

The  fact  that  this  double-standard  was 
broken,  and  that  a  tumultous  debate 
ensued,  is  far  more  important  than  the 
content  of  the  resolution  which  was 
finally  approved  by  the  WCC’s  Fifth 
Assembly.  What  one  delegate  called  a 
conspicuous  “zone  of  silence”  was 
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shattered,  and  the  ensuing  discussion 
insures  that  the  WCC  will  never  again  be 
quite  the  same. 

That  discussion  resulted  in  the  candid 
admission  by  Russian  Orthodox 
delegates  that  "we  live  in  an  atheistic 
society  which  is  in  conflict  with  our  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ,”  and  that  “we  face  many 
problems.”  It  also  resulted  in  their 
assertion  that  a  condemnatory  resolution 
by  the  WCC  would  "hurt”  rather  than 
“help”  the  churches  within  the  Soviet 
Union.  Although  not  stated  bluntly,  the 
clear  implication  was  that  a  WCC 
resolution  deploring  human  rights 
violations  in  Russia  would  quite  likely 
result  in  more  persecution  of  Russian 
Christians  —  including  restrictions  on 
delegates  to  attend  future  WCC  meetings 
—  and  less  likelihood  of  the  Soviet  Union 
implementing  its  Helsinki  commitment 
to  insure  basic  human  rights  for  all  of  its 
citizens. 

As  a  result  of  this  open  discussion,  the 
substance  of  the  WCC  resolution  remain¬ 
ed  unchanged,  but  it  was  directed  to  all 
nations  signing  the  Helsinki  agreement, 
and  the  Soviet  Union  was  not  singled  out. 

Subsequently,  as  several  other 
resolutions  were  considered,  delegates 
from  Brazil  and  Korea  said  that  singling 
out  the  oppressive  policies  of  their 
governments  would  “hurt”  rather  than 
“help,”  and  the  resolutions  were 
modified  accordingly. 

An  American  delegate,  at  the  final 
session,  suggested  that  for  the  sake  of 
consistency,  perhaps  all  references  to 
specific  countries  should  be  “expunged 
from  the  record.”  Although  this  was  not 
made  in  the  form  of  a  motion,  the 
message  was  clear;  continuation  of  a 
double-standard  will  not  be  tolerated. 

This  turn  of  events  presents  the  WCC 
with  a  serious  dilemma.  To  have  an 
impact  on  the  resolution  of  specific 
problems  of  concern  to  Christians,  its 
pronouncements  must  be  specific.  To  be 
specific,  in  some  instances,  will  result  in 
the  infliction  of  harm  on  some  people.  To 
be  specific  in  some  instances,  and  not  in 
others,  promotes  a  double-standard 
which  undermines  the  WCC’s  credibility. 

How  this  dilemma  will  be  resolved  is 
unclear  at  this  stage.  Its  resolution  will 
come  only  out  of  prolonged,  sympathetic 
struggle  among  those  who  represent  the 
WCC’s  member  churches  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.  Whatever  the  final 
outcome,  we  may  be  grateful  that  the  old 
double-standard  has  been  broken,  and 
that  a  call  for  consistency  in  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  Christian  critiques  of  social 
injustice  is  now  the  order  of  the  day.  And 
we  may  pray  and  work  for  the  day  when 
Christians  of  all  nations  will  be  able  to 
proclaim  the  gospel  and  its  social  im¬ 
plications  freely  and  without  fear  of 
reprisal. 


the  gospel.  As  citizens  of  “the  land  of  the 
free,”  we  need  to  understand  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  Christians  who  exist  as  small, 
often-persecuted  minorities  within  their 
native  lands.  We  need  to  understand  that 
for  many,  professing  Christ  is  not  an 
accepted  social  practice,  but  a  costly, 
unpopular  decision.  We  need  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  •  situations  faced  by 
Christians  for  whom  big  church  buildings 
and  affluent  church  memberships  are 
unknown.  We  need  to  understand  that  for 
many  Christians,  the  ability  to  survive  at 
a  subsistence  level  of  income  and  food 
consumption  is  anything  but  certain.  Yet, 
we  need  also  to  understand  that  the 
number  of  persons  accepting  Jesus 
Christ  continues  to  grow  in  many 
countries  which  suffer  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Christians  in  our  affluent, 
consumer-oriented  society  —  where 
church  membership  and  attendance 
have  been  declining  —  can  greatly 
benefit  from  the  vital  spiritual  witness  of 
these  Christians  (see  related  editorial 
below). 

Likewise,  Christians  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  need  the  continuing  benefit  of 
our  witness  to  the  Christian  faith.  As 
United  Methodists,  the  whole  world  is 
still  our  parish;  we  dare  not  retreat  from 
our  task  of  sharing  the  faith  as  we  un¬ 
derstand  it  with  Christians,  and  persons 
who  are  not  Christians,  both  in  our  own 
country  and  elsewhere. 

(3)  To  engage  with  others  in  common 
witness  to  the  faith  —  both  in  word  and 
deed.  At  present,  there  are  one  or  more 
Christian  churches  in  most  countries  of 
the  world.  The  fact  remains  that  less 
than  one-third  of  the  world’s  people  have 
accepted  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  any 
form.  Efforts  by  denominations  — 
isolated  from  one  another  —  to  spread 
the  Christian  gospel  are,  at  best  inef¬ 
fective;  at  worst,  they  present  a  com¬ 
petitive,  divided  witness  to  the  faith 
which  is  confusing  to  those  we  seek  to 
reach.  Through  participation  in  a 
worldwide,  interdenominational  fellow¬ 
ship  such  as  the  WCC,  member  churches 
are  able  partially  to  overcome  the 
dividedness  of  their  witness  to  Christ. 
As  trust  and  cooperation  between 
member  churches  grow,  our  ability  to 
proclaim  Christ  to  those  who  have  not 
experienced  his  saving  Word  will  become 
more  effective  and  more  credible. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  is  far 
from  a  perfect  organization.  It  is  not  a 
united  world  church.  Many  of  its 
members  are  unable,  as  yet,  even  to 
celebrate  Holy  Communion  together.  It  is 
rather  an  organization  composed  of 
autonomous  member  churches  who 
profess  a  common  Lord  and  seek  to 
engage  in  cooperative  ministries  with 
one  another.  None  of  its  programs  and 
actions  are  totally  acceptable  or  equally 
relevant  to  the  members  of  all  par¬ 
ticipating  churches.  But  all  of  its 
member  churches  —  including  the  l(yIC 
—  are  enriched  by  some  of  its  programs 
and  actions. 

As  a  minority  of  the  world’s  population, 
it  is  essential  that  Christians  of  different 
denominations  find  ways  to  witness  and 
work  together.  Despite  all  its  im¬ 
perfections,  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  the  best  instrument  for 
common  witness  and  action  available  to 
us.  Actions  taken  by  the  Fifth  Assembly 
should  result  in  more  adequate  com¬ 
munication  between  the  WCC  and  per¬ 
sons  in  its  member  churches  in  the  years 
ahead.  Until,  and  unless,  a  better 
organization  emerges,  the  WCC  deserves 
our  continued  prayers  and  support. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Now ,  as  then ... 


‘Don  V  hr  afraid!  For  I  am  here  willi  flood  news  for  you , 
which  will  It  ring  great  joy  to  all  the  people.  This  eery  night 
in  David's  town  your  Savior  was  horn— -Christ  the  Lord!' 

La  he  2:  IO-II 


Is  Santa  Claus  the  best  example  we  know? 


been  treated  to  a  long  story  about  an 
orphaned  child  who  was  taken  in  by  a 
group  of  elves  and  eventually  became 
Santa  Claus.  It  had  seen  how  young 
Santa,  through  kindness,  love  and 
compassion,  had  changed  the  evil  heart 
of  a  warlock  and  had  brought  happiness 
to  a  town  lost  in  sadness.  Santa  Claus  had 
indeed  set  an  example  worth  following. 

The  television  industry,  however,  had 
once  again  set  an  example  not  so  worthy. 
In  the  name  of  entertainment  and  with  a 
little  Biblical  plagiarism,  the  industry 
once  again  had  made  indistinguishable 

the  Christmas  blur?  and  cultural  aspects  of 

Holding  up  Santa  Claus  as  such  an 


At  the  conclusion  of  an  animated 
cartoon,  televised  recently  as  a  “family 
special  about  Santa  Claus,”  a  narrator 
moralistically  states:  “We  could  all 
learn  a  lot  from  Santa  Claus.  If  we  were 
all  more  like  him,  there  truly  would  be 
peace  on  earth  and  goodwill  among 
men.” 

Such  noble  sentiments  are  hard  to 
deny.  The  television  audience  had  just 


How 


can  we 


focus 


How  can  Christian  families  guard 
against  their  Christmas  celebration 
becoming  a  cultural/  religious  blur  (see 
editorial  above)? 

There  is  no  easy  answer  to  that 
question.  We  all  stand  vulnerable  to  the 
possibility.  Drawing  distinctions  between 
culture  and  religion  is  seldom  easy. 
Indeed,  throughout  history  much  of  what 
v$e  accepted  as  our  religious  heritage  has 
in  fact  been  cultural. 

Still  —  as  illustrated  in  the  editorial 
above  —  distinctions  can  sometimes  be 
made,  and  should  be  made.  Whose  fault 
is  it  when  they  are  not? 

It  is  up  to  each  Christian  family  to 
make  that  distinction  very  clearly  for 
itself.  The  cultural  celebration  of 
Christmas  is  an  exciting  time  in  most 
homes  —  particularly  for  children  as  the 
gifts  pile  under  the  tree  and  houses  are 
decorated  with  colorful  lights.  Christians 
need  to  make  that  which  is  religious  in 
the  Christmas  celebration  also  exciting 
and  filled  with  anticipation. 

Many  Christian  families  already 
separate  that  part  of  Christmas  with 
numerous  “family  traditions”  such  as 
the  lighting  of  an  Advent  wreath.  Such 
times  of  observing,  as  a  family,  the 
special  Christian  significance  of 
Christmas  can  go  a  long  way  toward 
making  the  kind  of  distinctions  we  all 
need  to  make. 

If  each  Christian  family  makes  a 
sincere  effort  to  put  in  their  own 
Christmas  the  kind  of  excitement  and 
anticipation  which  is  a  part  of  the  birth  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  possibility  of  being 
swept  away  as  a  family  to  an  acceptance 
of  “the  secular  way"  will  not  be  likely. 


example  for  mankind  to  follow 
shocking  for  most  Christians.  It  would  be 
even  more  shocking  if  we  all  had  not 
become  so  accustomed  to  it.  In  recent 
years  the  cultural  and  the  religious  parts 
of  the  Christmas  celebration  have 
become  so  blurred  that  some  persons 
have  a  difficult  time  telling  the  dif¬ 
ference. 

This  blurring  is  responsible  in  part  for 
the  increasing  number  of  cries  from 
some  persons  in  the  Christian  com¬ 


munity  for  the  church  to  reject  that 
which  has  developed  culturally  along 
side  the  Christian  tradition.  Some  per¬ 
sons  even  suggest  that  the  Christian 
celebration  be  changed  to  another  date  in 
an  effort  to  rid  it  of  its  cultural  abuse. 

We  believe  it  is  not  necessary  for 
Christians  to  reject  cultural  traditions  of 
Christmas.  There  is  value  in  these 
traditions.  The  Santa  Claus  myth  can  be 
positive  and  quite  good. 

The  danger  is  in  blurring  —  as  the 
television  program  did  —  the  distinction 
between  our  culture  and  our  religion  —  of 
seeing  Santa  Claus  as  Jesus. 

In  the  case  of  the  Santa  Claus  story, 
some  persons  may  ask :  What  difference 
does  it  make?  Isn’t  Santa  as  good  an 
example  as  any  other? 

Christians,  of  course,  must  answer  that 
question  “no.”  Santa  Claus  the  “cultural 
hero”  is  great,  but  Santa  Claus  the 
“example  for  all  of  humanity”  will  never 
make  the  grade. 

We  Christians  know  who  the  Supreme 
Example  is.  Unlike  Santa  Claus,  He  can 
never  be  outgrown.  Unlike  Santa  Claus, 
His  gifts  never  depend  on  our  own 
worthiness,  but  on  God’s  eternal  grace. 


Here  I  Stand 

Christmas  memories  must 
include  my  ‘greatest  gift 9 


Apportionments  rejection 
was  not  a  valid  protest 


To  the  Editor: 

The  action  of  one  of  the  churches  in 
Colorado  to  accept  only  a  part  of  their 
apportionments  as  a  protest  (TM/  UMR, 
Dec.  5)  moves  me  to  suggest  that  they 
rewrite  a  part  of  the  New  Testament. 

For  instance,  they  might  make  Mat¬ 
thew  25 : 44  to  read  as  follows :  ‘  ‘Then  they 
will  reply,  ‘Lord,  we  never  saw  you 
hungry  or  thirsty  or  a  stranger  or  naked 
or  sick  or  in  prison,  because  we  were  so 
irritated  at  other  of  your  followers  who 
disagreed  with  us  on  problems  of  gun 
control,  justice  to  minority  groups, 
homosexuality,  and  other  problems.’  ” 

It  is  good  that  each  church  can  rewrite 
its  own  “Living  Bible,”  paraphrasing  it 
to  reflect  its  own  understanding  of  God’s 
Word.  Altering  the  Word  is  so  much 
easier  than  obeying  it. 

F.  Olin  Stockwell 
Denver,  Colorado 

Decision  to  withhold 
apportionments  a  ‘shame’ 
To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  letter  of  December  5, 
“Church  accepts  only  part  of  ap¬ 
portionments  as  protest,”  it  seems  a  sad 
tragedy  that  one  of  the  richest  churches 
of  the  richest  nation  feels  so  legalistically 
righteous  in  rejecting  their  full  share  of 
their  apportionments  because  they  don’t 
agree  with  all  the  forms  of  ministry  of  all 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  Body  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  twentieth  century. 

For  shame  and  heresy! 

Is  this  child  brutality  or  just  a 
spanking?  Who  are  they  helping?  Who  do 
they  think  they  are  hurting? 

Such  action  certainly  will  not  help  the 
ninety-nine  percent  of  the  apportionment 
supported  employees  and  agencies  of  our 
Lord’s  work.  Nor  will  such  attitude  or 
attack  “redeem”  those  whom  they  seem 
so  frustrated  about. 

Loveland,  you  call  yourselves,  con¬ 
servative?  Try  Jesus:  “If  a  man  asks  for 
your  jacket,  give  him  your  overcoat 
also,”  or  St.  Paul,  (II  Cor.  5:19-20) 
“entrusting  to  us  the  message  of 


reconciliation.  So  we  are  ambassadors 
for  Christ.  .  .’’ 

How  can  a  church  board  which  dodges 
its  responsibilities  call  anyone  else  a 
name  like  “draft  dodger?”  There  are 
legal  ways  to  better  achieve  God’s  goals 
for  His  people  today,  so  is  such  rejection, 
apart  from  Annual  Conference  action 
met  really  reactionary,  destructive,  and 
anarchistic? 

Come  on  Loveland,  have  some  Love! 

Jim  McChesney 
Fridley,  Minnesota 

‘ Power  to  TM/UMR ' 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  regarding  the  validity  of 
Christian  sermon  topics  (TM/  UMR, 
Dec.  5)  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  Thank 
you  for  not  only  objecting  to  a  slanted 
questionnaire,  but  offering  a  far  more 
incisive  question :  Where  do  we  find  the 
gospel  in  sermons  today? 

If  those  who  are  so  ready  to  criticize 
the  preaching  being  done  by  present-day 
prophets  would  face  the  question  you 
propose,  it  might  help  them  define  what 
they  mean  by  “the  gospel,”  and  so 
discover  it  is  not  divisible,  but  a  whole 
gospel,  for  the  whole  man  in  all  his 
relationships. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is  a 
great  paper  and  a  stimulating  forum. 
Power  to  you! 

Richard  W.  Lungren 
Lodi,  California 

Astrology  is  evil 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  thrilled  to  read  your  article 
exposing  the  “pseudo-religion”  of 
astrology  (TM/  UMR,  Dec.  5).  Our 
pastor  has  spoken  out  and  taught  us  of 
the  evils  of  this  un-Christian  practice  for 
several  years. 

I  pray  that  your  article  will  awaken 
other  pastors  and  that  they  will  have  the 
courage  to  expose  this  practice  for  what 
it  is:  a  tool  of  Satan! 

Bob  Holton 
Carrollton,  Texas 


By  GRAYCE  MUNCIE 

It’s  not  Christmas  yet,  but  thinking  of 
the  coming  event  stirs  some  memories 
from  my  childhood  days.  Everyday 
things  that  I  take  for  granted  today  Were 
peak  experiences  in  my  youth. 

For  example,  more  important  than  any 
prized  toy  was  the  stocking  filled  with 
fruit  and  nuts.  This  was  the  only  time  we 
had  fruit  at  our  house  except  what  we 
grew  in  the  orchard:  apples,  pears, 
peaches,  strawberries,  dew  berries  —  all 
summer  fruit.  When  Christmas  came,  I 
was  starved  for  a  round,  juicy  orange.  I 
would  use  my  father’s  knife  to  cut  out  a 
circle  on  top  and  poke  the  knife  through 
the  meat  to  stir  up  the  juices,  and  then  I 
would  suck  on  it  until  I  had  squeezed  it 
dry.  After  that,  I  would  pull  it  apart  and 
eat  the  inside.  Once  I  even  tried  to  eat  the 
peel,  which  burned  my  tongue. 

We  never  had  breakfast  on  Christmas 
because  Mama  and  Daddy  were  tired 
from  celebrating  the  night  before.  As 
long  as  I  can  remember,  they  held  open 
house  on  this  night.  Mama  would  cook  the 
prized  ham  from  the  smoke  house  and 
make  hot  ham  biscuits,  potato  salad  and 
cut  the  fruit  cake  which  she  had  baked 
the  month  before.  Daddy  made  a  huge 
bowl  of  rich,  creamy  eggnog  with  nutmeg 
grated  on  top.  All  the  old  friends  and 
neighbors  from  miles  around  would  come 
and  laugh  and  sing  Christmas  carols 
almost  until  dawn.  I  was  not  allowed  to 
stay  up  past  nine  o’clock,  at  which  time 


my  daddy  would  dance  me  around  the 
livingroom  and  whisk  me  off  to  bed. 

Those  were  the  happy  times.  One  year 
I  didn’t  get  anything.  My  father  had  just 
died  a  few  weeks  before  and  my  mother 
couldn’t  think  of  Christmas.  The  neigh¬ 
bors  came  and  brought  dinner  and 
shared  some  of  their  fruit.  When  we  re¬ 
turned  to  school  after  the  holidays,  the 
teacher  had  everyone  stand  up  and  tell 
what  Santa  Claus  had  brought  them.  As  it 
was  approaching  my  turn,  I  was 
struggling  with  myself  as  to  whether  to 
create  a  fabrication  or  tell  the  truth.  It 
was  humiliating.  I  stood  with  tears 
streaming  from  my  eyes.  “I  didn’t  get 
anything,”  I  said.  Everyone  looked  at 
me,  shocked  at  the  words  that  had  come 
out. 

That  night  there  was  a  knock  on  our 
door.  “Mrs.  Holland,”  I  heard  a  voice 
say,  “I  am  Rev.  Paul  Rice.  My  son  is  in 
the  class  with  your  daughter.  I  would  like 
to  leave  this  package  for  her.”  Inside  the 
package  was  the  King  James  version  of 
the  Holy  Bible  which  had  an  inscription 
written  by  hand  in  pen  and  ink.  It  read, 
“Christ  is  Christmas.” 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  are  invited  to 
express  their  concerns  and  opinions 
about  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Grayce 
Muncie,  is  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Plano,  Texas  (North 
Texas  Conference) 


You  can 
be  there! 


In  more  than  a  hundred  places  — 
helping  thousands  of  persons  find  new  hope 
in  their  lives  —  through  your  gifts 


human 

relations 

timjday 


On 

Jan.  25 
1976 


On  this  day  we  join  our  Lord  in  expressing 
a  concern  for  the  spiritual  and  physical 
welfare  of  all  people. 

One  Church  —  Many  cultures 


Order  materials  from 

United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  111.  60201 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


‘Mary  in  me * 


Mother  in  me 

has  celebrated  the  ecstasy 

of  being  earth 

I  have  held  creation  at  my  breast 
Virgin  in  me 

has  harbored  the  expectation 
of  miracles 

I  have  felt  the  beating  of  dove’s 
wings 

Mary  in  me 

has  shuddered  in  the  terror 
of  amazement 
have  been  known  by  God 

Woman  in  me 

has  been  afraid  in  the  shimmer¬ 
ing  light 

of  a  winter  moon 
I  have  waited 
Come,  Morning  Star. 


USED  BY  PERMISSION  OF  "RESPONSE": 
POEM  BY  VIRGINIA  WHITE;  LEFT  PHOTO: 
SCULPTURE  OF  PREGNANT  MADONNA  BY 
PAT  DRISCOLL;  RIGHT  PHOTO:  SCULPTURE 
OF  NURSING  MADONNA  BY  JOHN  S.  OTEY. 


U.M.’ s  called  to  shape  future 

Council  on  Ministry  directors  endorse  research  plan 


UM.  pensions  board  has  $500  million 

Unified  investment  policy  adopted 


ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (UMC) 
United  Methodist  Church  pension  funds 
of  nearly  one-half  billion  dollars  gained  a 
unified  investment  policy  for  the  first 
time  here  Dec.  3.  Along  with  security  of 
the  money  for  church  workers,  the  policy 
emphasizes  a  strengthened  commitment 
to  the  funds’  “positive  social,  moral  and 
economic  impact  on  society.” 

The  policy  was  adopted  unanimously 
by  the  U.M.  Board  of  Pensions  meeting 
here. 

The  board’s  securities,  totaling  some 
$474  million  in  book  value,  are  invested  to 
provide  pensions  and  other  benefits  for 
some  50,000  active  or  retired  workers  of 
the  church  and  their  families.  The 
average  ministerial  pension  today  is 
about  $2,700  per  year, 

Salient  factors  of  the  new  policy  in¬ 
clude- 

•  The  board’s  “primary  social 
responsibility”  is  providing  “benefits  to 
those  who  dedicate  themselves  in  the 
employ  of  the  church”  and  that  it  shall 
manage  the  funds  “solely  in  the  interest 
of  the  participants  and  beneficiaries.” 

•  It  will  follow  the  legally  recognized 
“prudent  person”  standard  of  care  in 
management. 

•  Investments  are  to  be  diversified  to 
minimize  the  risk  of  large  losses,  with  not 
more  than  20  per  cent  of  the  portfolio  to 
be  handled  by  any  single  money 
manager.  Several  restrictions  on  in¬ 
vestments  are  spelled  out. 

•  The  board  “shall  make  an  effort  to 
invest  in”  firms  or  funds  making  “a 
positive  contribution  toward  the 
realization  of  the  Social  Principles”  of 
the  church,  seeking  those  “deemed  likely 
to  make  positive  social,  moral  and 
economic  impact  on  society.”  These 
would  include  those  Involving  the 
strengthening  of  persons,  with  equal 


opportunity  and  without  regard  to  sex, 
age,  race  or  handicaps.  The  only 
restriction  spelled  out  in  this  regard  bars 
investment  in  securities  related  to  “a 
significant  interest  in  distilled  spirits  or 
tobacco,"  historic  Methodist  concerns. 

•  Analysis  is  required  at  least  yearly  of 
the  application  of  the  policies  and  the 
resulting  performance,  by  a  new  five- 
member  Committee  on  Corporate  and 
Fiduciary  Responsibility. 

•  Greater  involvement  of  the  total 
board  in  investment  actions  is  assured 
through  placing  three  members  on  the 
seven-member  Investment  Committee, 
which  now  has  no  board  personnel. 

Selected  as  the  money  managers,  most 
to  have  a  current  portfolio  of  some  $80 
millioi)  each,  were  State  Street  Research 
and  Endowment  Co.,  Boston;  Stein,  Roe 
and  Farnham,  Chicago  (the  present 
manager);  Capital  Guardian  Trust  Co., 
Los  Angeles;  Putnam  Advisory  Services, 
Boston;  MacKay -Shields,  New  York; 
First  National  Bank  of  Dallas,  Tex. 

The  firms,  representing  a  wide 
diversity  of  philosophy  and  practices  in 
investment,  were  chosen  after  a  research 
and  interview  effort  that  started  with  91 
management  companies. 

Reasons  were  given  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  system ized  statement  of 
policies  and  objectives,  as  against 
separate  elements  adopted  through 
several  years,  by  the  Rev.  Arnold  T. 
Herbst,  head  of  a  financial  review  task 
force.  He  said  the  reasons  include  the 
growing  importance  of  pensions  in  the 
national  economy,  the  need  for  greater 
understanding  of  board  responsibilities, 
and  the  indirect  pressure  of  new  federal 
legislation.  While  religious  organiza¬ 
tions’  pension  plans  are  not  subject  to  the 
Pension  Reform  Act  of  1974,  and  the 
United  Methodist  program  is  “generally 


equal  to  or  beyond  the  requirements”  of 
that  act,  Dr.  Herbst  said  the  new  policy 
would  assure  continuing  high  standards. 

Leaders  of  the  task  force  pointed  out 
that  the  church’s  portfolio  would  place  it 
about  40th  in  the  size  of  pension  funds  for 
U.S.  corporations  and  that  over  the  past 
five  years  its  performance  has  ranged 
from  34th  to  80th  among  the  nation’s 
pension  funds. 


ATLANTA  (UMC)  -  Poised  on  the 
verge  of  America’s  third  century  and 
with  United  Methodism’s  own  bicen¬ 
tennial  in  sight,  leadership  from  68  of  the 
church’s  annual  conference  Councils  on 
Ministries  gathered  in  Atlanta  this  week 
to  consider  the  future  —  its  form  and 
implication  —  and  what  steps  United 
Methodists  can  take  to  shape  that  future. 

Attending  the  biannual  meeting  of  the 
National  Fellowship  of  Council  Direc¬ 
tors,  the  directors  heard  Dr.  Robert  C. 
Theobald,  a  British  economist  and 
futurist,  describe  the  world  in  crisis  and 
how  United  Methodists  can  affect  social 
change  and  create  a  better  world. 

Dr.  Theobald  told  the  145  council 
directors  and  their  staffs  that  the  church 
needs  to  find  out  what  people  and  groups 
think  is  important  and  then  around  those 
concerns  develop  tools  and  resources  to 
allow  the  church  to  serve  more  ef¬ 
fectively. 

“We  face  an  extraordinary  time  and 
the  church  has  an  extraordinary 
potential  to  deal  with  issues.  There  is 
nothing  wrong  with  religion,  it  simply 
has  not  been  tried,”  he  said. 

In  line  with  his  solution  for  change,  Dr. 
Theobald  in  cooperation  with  the 
Fellowship  and  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  proposed  the  use  of  a 
research  instrument  to  determine  the 
critical  concerns  of  United  Methodists. 
The  document  will  help  enlist  com¬ 
mitment  to  a  redefined  mission  for  the 
church  in  time  for  the  denomination’s 
1984  Bicentennial. 

The  research  instrument,  which  is 
composed  of  two  open-ended  questions 
asking  what  United  Methodists  will  af¬ 
firm  and/  or  present  to  build  a  positive 
future,  will  be  distributed  to  all  in¬ 
dividuals  in  several  phases. 

The  first  phase  requires  a  January  31 
deadline  for  the  return  of  the  questions  to 
GCOM.  At  its  March  meeting,  GCOM  will 
study  the  data  and  offers  input  also.  “If 
the  first  phase  is  successful,  then  more 
data  will  be  collected,”  explained  Dr. 
Norman  Dewire,  general  secretary  of 
GCOM. 

In  legislative  action,  the  Fellowship 
adopted  several  proposals  for  submission 
to  General  Conference  and  voted  itself  a 
new  name. 

To  reflect  the  policy  of  sexual  in¬ 
clusiveness  in  the  UMC,  the  Fellowship 
voted  to  rename  itself  the  National 
Association  of  Conference  Council 
Directors. 


Christian  broadcasters 
assess  news-gathering  role 


By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
TM/  UMR  Contributing  Editor 

FT.  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.  -  From  the 
Christian  viewpoint,  today’s  news  mix  is 
good,  not  so  good  and  often  terrible, 
according  to  296  radio  and  television 
broadcasters  who  came  here  Nov.  30- 
Dec.  4  for  a  look  at  their  world,  their 
programs,  their  stations,  their  audiences 
and  themselves.  Although  alarmed  and 
saddened,  few  wanted  to  push  the  panic 
button. 

They  came  as  members  of  the  North 
American  Broadcast  Section  of  the  World 
Association  for  Christian  Com¬ 
munication,  and  their  subject  was: 
“Broadcast  Media-Good  News/  Bad 
News.” 

Keynoter  Joseph  Aaron  Keys,  a  United 
Methodist  seminary  teacher  (denomina¬ 
tional  differences  had  a  low  profile 
among  the  persons  from  29  religious 
groups  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada)  insisted 
that  Christian  broadcasters  cannot  dodge 
responsibility  for  news  ;  they  must  dig  for 
issues,  offer  Christian  interpretations,  do 
“conscience-raising.” 

Values  in  news  (“hard”  and  “soft”) 


So  Christmas  is  too  commercial? 
Shop  by  catalogue  for  ‘alternatives’ 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

GREENSBORO,  N.C.  -  Sure,  Christ¬ 
mas  has  gotten  too  commercialized, 
many  people  agree,  but  what  are  the 
alternatives? 

Well,  for  openers,  try  diverting  that 
gift-money  to  missions,  in  the  name  of  a 
friend  or  family  member.  Support 
projects  which  improve  the  quality  of  life 
for  all  people.  Give  crafts  by  low-income 
artisans.  Create  simple  meaningful 
celebrations,  an  increasing  number  of 
persons  are  saying. 

Alternatives  like  these,  according  to  a 
non-profit  group  here  called  “Alter¬ 
natives,"  would  fill  a  200-page  catalogue. 
In  fact,  they  do.  A  third  edition  of 
“Alternate  Celebrations  Catalogue”  is 
now  in  print,  and  several  hundred  United 
Methodist  congregations,  among  others, 
are  apparently  using  it. 

“Alternatives,”  says  its  founder  and 
director,  United  Methodist  Bob 
Kochtitzky,  has  taken  on  the  job  of 
“motivating  people  to  make  all 
celebrations  more  sensitive  to  life, 
people  and  the  effects  of  high  con¬ 
sumption  on  the  earth.”  Among  its  goals: 
to  cause  $10  million  a  year  to  be 
rechanneled  from  “things”  to  human 
welfare  concerns. 

Last  year,  as  a  result  of  the  catalogue’s 
second  edition,  nearly  $l-million  was 
diverted  to  various  life-sustaining 
projects,  Mr.  Kochtitzky  and  his  staff 
estimate.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  was 
raised  for  the  United  Methodist  Advance, 
(the  church's  “second-mile”  missions 
program)  in  the  form  of  Alternate  Gift 
Certificates  which  are  included  in  the 
catalogue. 

“If  a  lot  of  United  Methodists  really  get 


excited  about  this,  the  possibilities  are 
unlimited,’’  Mr.  Kochtitzky  told 
TM/  UMR  last  week.  In  talks  to  chur¬ 
ches,  he  notes  that  $20,000  could  be 
diverted  to  uses  that  promote  human 
welfare  and  justice,  if  only  200  families  in 
a  congregation  would  shift  $100  of  their 
Christmas  commercial  money  to  "life- 
giving  causes.  And  they  wouldn’t  even 
have  to  sacrifice  —  just  'unbuy’  and  shift 
the  money  somewhere  else.” 

Furthermore,  it’s  easy,  he  says.  People 
who  take  advantage  of  the  alternative 
gift  certificates  say  that  “writing  that 
check  for  human  good  is  the  easiest 
shopping  there  is.” 

First  UMC,  Phoenix,  Ariz.  is  en¬ 
couraging  its  members  to  do  just  that, 
says  associate  pastor  Rev.  Melvin  Pritts, 
at  a  series  of  alternatives  workshops 
every  Sunday  morning  in  December 
during  the  fellowship  hour  following 
worship.  Members  will  also  demonstrate 
family  crafts  projects  and  promote  the 
use  of  the  Alternate  Catalogue  for  a 
“less-commercialized  Christmas.” 

Promoting  the  purchase  of  crafts  from 
low-income  artisans  is  a  natural  for 
alternatives-oriented  members  of  First 
UMC,  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.,  says  the  Rev. 
John  McClearen,  associate  pastor. 
“We’re  near  Red  Bird  Mission  and 
Henderson  Settlement,  where  crafts  are 
made  and  sold,  and  we  have  a  number  of 
crafts  guilds.”  Use  of  alternative 
celebrations  is  not  widespread  at  First 
Church,  he  says,  but  a  small  group  has 
been  using  the  catalogue  for  three  years, 
“and  each  year  the  group  grows  a  little.” 

At  least  one  college  campus  has  also 
taken  on  the  “alternatives  approach”  to 
Christmas.  At  Illinois  State  University’s 
Wesley  Foundation,  co-director  Rev. 


Tom  Emswiler  used  the  catalogue  ex¬ 
tensively  last  year  to  involve  students  in 
the  effort.  This  year  Alternatives  asked 
him  to  develop  a  resource  packet  for 
campus  ministries.  The  packet  gives  at 
least  20  alternatives  especially  geared  to 
the  college  community. 

“Students  are  definitely  interested,” 
Mr.  Emswiler  told  TM/  UMR.  “They  get 
very  discouraged  about  the  com¬ 
mercialization  of  Christmas.  And  even 
though  they  aren’t  on  campus  during  the 
holidays,  they  can  take  these  ideas  home 
with  them  and  spread  them.” 

The  Alternatives  effort  isn’t  limited  to 
the  Christmas  celebration  —  though  with 
U.S.  spending  tagged  at  nine  billion 
dollars  last  year,  Christmas  is  a  good 
time  to  break  the  big-buying  chain.  Mr. 
Kochtitzky  says.  Through  the  catc.ogue, 
resource  packets  and  workshops,  his 
staff  has  come  up  with  alternatives  for 
making  year-round  holidays,  birthdays, 
weddings  and  even  funerals  “less 
commercial  and  more  life-supporting.” 

He  sowed  the  seed  for  Alternatives 
himself  ten  years  ago  when  he  diverted 
the  money  he  would  normally  h^ve  spent 
on  family  gifts  to  an  assortment  of 
projects  aimed  at  improving  human 
welfare.  “I  knew  we  didn’t  really  need  all 
the  clothing  and  appliances  and  gim¬ 
micks  we  gave  each  other.  There  was  no 
question  what  my  family  really  needed: 
a  world  without  war,  racism,  poverty  and 
oppression.  I  couldn’t  pull  that  off  with 
$100,  but  I  could  give  the  money  to  groups 
I  felt  were  moving  in  the  right  direction.” 

The  “Alternate  Celebrations  Cata¬ 
logue”  may  be  ordered  from:  Alter¬ 
natives,  701  N.  Eugene  St.,  Greensboro, 
N.C.  27401.  Price  is  $3.50;  $3.75  for  special 
handling.  $4.60  for  first  class  mailing. 


were  examined  by  Herbert  I.  Schiller, 
jUniversity  of  California  professor  of 
communications,  as  he  questioned  some 
evidences  of  progress  in  the  electronics 
revolution  that  produced  radio  and 
television.  “Is  the  market  system  a 
viable  system  for  these  times?”  he 
asked.  He  condemned  networks  that 
“minimize,  dilutize  and  trivialize  the 
news.”  He  insisted  that  religious  jour¬ 
nalism  has  something  important  to  say 
about  news  because  many  issues  are 
basically  religious. 

One  evening  the  conference  looked  at 
43  “spots”  produced  by  churches  or 
combinations  of  churches,  capsulizing 
religious  truth  for  listeners  and  viewers. 
The  “rap  room"  had  a  number  of  films 
for  after-hours  viewing  that  led  to  ex¬ 
changes  on  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  broad¬ 
casting  —  narrow-casting,  too. 

Special  attention  was  given  to 
programs  for  children,  with  Robert  M. 
Liebart  of  the  State  University  of  New 
York  declaring  that  “all  television 
teaches  social  lessons,  whether  social 
teaching  is  intended  or  not.”  He  warned 
that  children  spend  more  time  sitting 
before  television  sets  than  in  doing 
anything  else  except  sleeping.  He 
suggested  that  those  who  wish  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  social  attitudes  of  children  be 
clear  in  their  teaching,  Involve  the  child 
with  the  question,  "What  would  you  do?” 
and  offer  a  course  of  behavior  through 
what  is  known  as  “vicarious  reward.” 

The  conference  came  to  a  climax  in  a 
worship  celebration  in  which  all  rejoiced 
in  the  fact  that,  while  much  news  is  bad, 
there  is  always  the  blessed  good  news  of 
Christ. 

Nominee  named 
as  executive  for 
church  board 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMCX  -  The 
Rev.  George  H.  Outen  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  will  be  recommended  to  become 
general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
its  search  committee  announced  Dec.  12. 

The  recommendation,  following  a 
year’s  effort  to  find  a  successor  to  the 
Rev.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  will  be  voted  on  at 
the  board's  special  meeting  Feb.  20-21 
here,  for  nomination  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries. 

Dr.  Outen  has  been  on  the  staff  of 
church  agencies  in  Nashville  since  1970, 
first  the  former  Board  of  Evangelism 
and  now  the  Board  of  Disdpleship.  He  is 
currently  executive  coordinator  of 
discipleshlp  resources.  A  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  is  a  member  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Conference. 

Dr.  Outen  has  most  recently  served  as 
chairperson  of  the  task  force  for  the 
Consultation  on  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church,  an  inter-agency  project  to 
make  recommendations  to  next  year’s 
General  Conference. 

The  new  general  secretary  is  to 
assume  office  next  July  1.  It  was 
determined  by  the  board  in  late  1974  that 
Dr.  Ward,  chief  executive  since  1963, 
would  serve  until  mid-1976. 


The  proposals  adopted  for  submission 
to  General  Conference,  April  1976, 
include  the  following: 

•  The  director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  be  a  member  of  the 
conference  cabinet  (which  is  composed 
of  the  bishop  and  district  superin¬ 
tendents)  on  matters  relating  to  the 
coordination,  implementation,  and  ad¬ 
ministration  of  conference  programs; 

‘Consulta’  says 


•  The  director  be  designated  a 
member  without  vote  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration; 

•  The  GCOM  cooperate  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  provide  an  in¬ 
tensive  training  opportunity  for  all  new 
conference  council  directors  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  training  of  new  district 
superintendents. 


Hispanic  worship 
should  blend  cultures 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Tex.  —  Tortillas  and 
pineapple  juice  are  not  apt  to  replace 
white  bread  and  Welch’s  grape  juice  as 
communion  elements  in  the  near  future, 
but  Hispanic  United  Methodists  meeting 
here  Dec.  11-12  for  a  consultation  on 
worship  gave  the  replacement  some 
thought. 

Part  one  of  a  three-part  assessment  of 
worship  in  Hispanic  Protestantism  began 
here  last  week  in  the  Southwest’s  center 
of  Mexican-American  culture,  just  a  few 
blocks  from  the  Alamo.  The  full  “Con¬ 
sulta  de  adoracion  Hispana”  will  be 
completed  Dec.  19  after  similar  meetings 
in  New  York  and  Miami,  centers  of 
Puerto  Rican  and  Cuban  United 
Methodism. 

“Worship  in  Hispanic  Protestant 
churches  has  always  been  haphazard,” 
reported  Dr.  M.  Germinal  Rivas  of  the 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology. 
The  main  reason  cited  by  Hispanics  here 
for  the  “consulta”  has  been  the  heavy 
dominance  of  Anglo  influence  which 
came  through  the  missionaries. 

“While  their  intentions  were  good  and 
we  owe  a  lot  to  them,”  Dr.  Rivas,  a 
Cuban,  reported,  “they  did  not  help  us 
develop  worship  forms  that  expressed 
our  culture.” 

As  an  example  of  this  continued  Anglo 
influence,  musician  Raquel  Achon,  Los 
Angeles,  cited  the  fact  that  the  Spanish 
hymn  book,  "Himnario  Metodista” 
published  in  1973,  contains  only  one  or 
two  songs  by  Spanish  composers.  All  of 
the  others  are  translations  of  Anglo 
hymns. 

Getting  worship  together  for  Hispanic 
Protestants  means  integrating  “our 
Roman  Catholic  heritage,  Latin 
American  culture,  Anglo  influence  and 
Protestant  tradition,”  explained  Dr. 
Roberto  Excamillo,  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  coordinator  of  the  event.  He  is  the 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
:Section  on  Worship. 

Dr.  Escartiillo  said  he  expects  the 
“cdrtSulta"  Will  result  in: 

•  Developing  anthology  of  Spanish 
resources  for  worship,  hopefully  by  mid- 
1976; 

•  Motivating  the  creativity  of 
Hispanic  persons  to  produce  hymns  and 
prayers  indigenous  to  the  culture; 

•  Creating  an  effective  instrument  of 
outreach  into  the  Hispanic  community  to 
help  reverse  the  membership  loss  in 
U.M.  churches; 

•  Offering  elements  of  Hispanic 
worship  to  the  Anglo  church  to  symbolize 
the  pluralism  of  the  denomination, 
particularly  “a  rich  emotional  heritage 
and  appreciation  for  art  and  literature  in 
preaching.” 


The  "consulta”  drew  upon  Hispanic 
theologians,  artists,  local  pastors  and 
laypersons,  as  well  as  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  Pentecostal  churches. 

The  highlight  of  the  meeting  here  was 
the  address  to  the  group  by  the  first 
Hispanic  elected  a  Roman  Catholic 
bishop,  Patricio  Flores  of  the  San 
Antonio  diocese.  It  was  the  first  time  a 
Hispanic  Roman  Catholic  bishop  ever 
addressed  a  United  Methodist  group  of 
Hispanic  pastors  and  laypersons. 

Amidst  the  glare  of  television  lights. 
Bishop  Flores  reported  that  “Sunday 
masses  for  Hispanic  Roman  Catholics 
still  maintain  some  formalism  but  that 
opportunities  for  the  Holy  Spirit”  have 
been  introduced  since  the  Vatican 
Council  in  1965.  He  said  the  recognition  of 
visitors,  personal  testimonies,  a  pause 
for  the  peace  salutation  and  thank  you 
prayers  were  examples  of  a  new 
“diminished  formalism”  which  was 
introduced  with  the  help  of  charismatics, 
couples’  encounter  groups,  and  members 
meeting  in  homes  for  worship  in  the 
“barrios.” 

A  presentation  of  the  “Mariachi  Mass” 
which  utilizes  instruments  such  as  the 
guitar,  trumpet  and  violin  and  songs 
from  Spanish  culture,  was  a  “shocking” 
demonstration  to  several  participants  of 
“how  far  behind  Hisparrc  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  in  their  worship  patterns.” 

But  the  Rev.  Dan  Rodriguez,  Rio 
Grande  Conference  program  director, 
said  many  Hispanic  U.M.  churches  were 
“not  ready”  to  bring  in  the  instruments. 
He  explained  that  while  most  enjoyed  the 
“mariachi-type”  music  outside  the 
church,  they  did  not  regard  it  as  ap¬ 
propriate  sacred  music. 

United  Methodists 
combat  hunger 
via  weekly  fast 

NASHVILLE  —  A  23-week  effort  to 
alleviate  world  hunger  by  United 
Methodists  of  the  Tennessee  Annual 
Conference  has  netted  $234,396  for  local 
and  global  projects.  The  announcement 
was  made  here  Nov.  30  by  Bishop  Ellis 
Finger  Jr.  at  a  conference-wide  Service 
of  Celebration. 

The  sum,  far  higher  than  the  con¬ 
ference's  Hunger  Task  Force  had  dared 
to  hope,  was  the  result  of  weekly  fasting 
by  United  Methodists  across  the  con¬ 
ference.  The  emphasis  was  voted  at  the 
June  session  of  the  annual  conference. 
Since  that  time,  local  churches  have 
urged  members  to  fast  one  meal  a  week 
and  give  the  cost  of  that  meal  toward  the 
fight  against  hunger. 
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Rato:  35c  par  word,  figure  or  Initial  par  In- 
acrtlon.  Caah  muit  accompany  order  ear jpt  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otharwlae  ap¬ 
proved  tn  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  88.75 
Service  charge  or  blind  ~1m  31.00  per  Insertion. 

TOUR  THE  HISTORICAL,  FASCINATING, 
ancient  capitals  of  Poland.  Rusala, 
Caechoalovakla,  Hungary,  Bulgaria.  Romania. 
Different  —  but  fantastic  In  the  newly 
rediscovered  lands  of  natural  beauty,  warmth, 
hospitality  and  gracious  living.  Also,  our 
popular  tour  to  the  lands  of  the  Bible  can  be 
combined  or  taken  separately.  European 
Palestine  Tours,  830  Windsor  Rd.,  Cum¬ 
berland.  Md.  21502. 

M  4.  M  BUSINESS  i.  PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES  o fieri  bookkeeping  aervlcee  to 
■mailer  churchei  without  bualnaaa  manager*. 

Ten  years'  experience  In  church  accounting. 

Dallaa  area,  contact:  (214  )  827-0970. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  Adult  Retreat 
Center  and  Center  for  Renewal.  Executive 
responsibility  for  administration  and 
program.  Salary,  housing  and  other  benefits. 

Send  resume  to  Council  Director.  880  Smith- 
field  8t..  Pittsburgh.  Pa.  15222. 

PREONANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  Uiei  The  Methodlat 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  beat 

tlnulng  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6407  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio,  Texas  7S340.  Phone  (M2)  896-3410. 

ASSOCIATE  COTTAGE  PARENT  COUPLE 
for  relief  work  needed  Immediately.  Agee  38-80 
preferred.  Must  be  able  to  work  In  Christian 
children's  home  with  religious  emphaals,  do 
not  smoke  or  drink.  Work  with  needy, 
dependent  and  neglected  children.  Room, 
board  and  allowance  or  salary,  If  needed.  Call 
or  write  Henderson  Settlement  Mission. 
Frakes.  Ky.  40940,  (808  )  337-3613. 

CHURCH  ORGANIST  AVAILABLE:  Austin  or 
vicinity.  Philip  M.  Riley.  Jr.,  1306  McKle.  No. 

111.  Austin.  Texas  78752.  Phona  (512)  464-3494. 

IRELAND.  BRITISH  ISLES  ADVENTURE, 
departing  June  28. 1976.  Horae  drawn  cart  trip 
to  Muckroaa:  "Lady  of  the  Lake"  country  i 
Inverneaa-Edlnburgj  Shakespearian  play  at 
Stratford:  3  days  In  London.  Contact  Roy  j 

Temple.  Box  188,  Linden,  Texas  75863. 

SURROUND  YOURSELF  WITH  Christian 
neighbors  in  the  beauty  of  God's  mountains. 
Memberships  now  available  for  year-round  or 
vacation  homes  In  Crystal  Park  Christian 
Community.  1673  W.  Woodmen  Rd.,  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.  80919. 

BUS  NEEDED:  Anyone  having  one  for  a  ale  or 
knowing  of  one  we  can  buy.  please  let  us  know. 

It  need  not  be  in  exceptionally  good  condition. 

If  you  have  Information,  writ#  us  at  this  ad¬ 
dress:  Paducah  Methodlat  Youth,  c-o  Kathy# 
Wldmer,  P.  O.  Box  159,  Paducah,  Texas  79248. 

NEW  YORK  TO  LUXEMBOURG:  1299  round 
trip.  Ski  Alps.  Weekend  at  Reykjavik.  Iceland: 
Luxembourg:  Paris:  one  week  from  089. 
Fifteen-day  European  capitals  from  8879.  Rent 
cars,  lease,  campers,  bus  and  train  tours. 
Icelandic,  earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sima  Tours.  2320 

Elisabeth  Evans  Turner's  book  PRAYERS 

FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS  makes  a  splendid  gift. 

•2.50  copy ,  6  copies  81.50  each.  Gift  House.  5235 
Mimosa,  Bellaire.  Texas  77403. 

JOHN  WESLEY  SPEAKS  TODAY  1  Now  you 
can  learn  about  the  powerful  spiritual  truths 
and  spiritual  experiences  of  the  Wesleys  and 

WANT  TO  PUT  your  money  to  God's  use?  Help 
build  churches  while  your  Investment  grows  (7 
percent).  For  Information:  The  United 
Methodlat  Development  Fund,  478  Riverside 

Dr..  New  York.  N.Y.  10027. 

early  Methodists.  For  free  Information,  writ# 
to  Christian  Classics  on  Tapea,  Box  583.  Dallas. 
Texas  75221. 

WANTED  DESPERATELY:  "Klttel's 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (817)  Ml 5-9203  Keene,  Texas  74059 

(set).  Poor  graduate  student  cannot  afford 
new  but  willing  to  pay  fair  price.  Ran  Zenetokl. 

1325  Grovel  and  Terrace.  El  Cajon.  Cal.  22021. 
(714)  440-6879. 

WANTED:  Room  and  meal#  In  Chrlatian  home 
for  elderly  lady  In  good  health.  Reference 
required.  (817)  334-2698.  73*6423. 
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Was  WCC  Assembly  important? 


OIKOUMENE 


NAIROBI  —  The  large  painting  shown  above  occupied  a  dominant  position  on  the 
wall  behind  the  speaker's  stand  during  the  World  Council  of  Churches  Fifth 
Assembly  which  ended  here  last  week.  . 

Its  creator.  African  artist  Elimo  N'jau.  likened  the  “tree  of  life”  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden  to  the  cross  of  Christ  at  Calvary.  The  tree’s  strong  roots  are  struggling  through 
a  pool  of  blood,  signifying  the  Crucifixion.  Religion  has  been  with  us  since  the 
beginning  of  time.  Mr.  Njau  says.  “But  it  is  now  sanctified  by  the  blood  of  Jesus.  The 
trunk  of  the  tree  is  now  growing  powerfully  from  this  pool  of  blood. 

"As  it  grows,  it  branches  out  into  powerful,  thorny  branches,  symbolizing  the 
crucifixion  and  agony  of  becoming  —  then  suddenly  these  thorns  burst  forth  into  a 
generosity  of  leaves,  fruit  and  flowers;  to  feed  humanity  and  hence  the  joy  of 
becoming  Christians.”  he  said. 

The  two  groups  of  people  facing  each  other  in  boats  on  the  pool  of  blood  are  the 
churches,  moving  from  opposite  directions  toward  one  center. 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

NAIROBI  —  As  Christians  from 
around  the  globe  formed  a  giant  human 
cross  and  sang  “0  come  let  us  adore  him, 
Christ  the  Lord,”  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Fifth  Assembly  came  to  an  end 
here  Wednesday  evening,  Dec.  10. 

For  three  weeks  more  than  2,000 
participants  from  the  WCC’s  286  member 
churches  considered  and  expressed  the 
Assembly  theme,  “Jesus  Christ  Frees 
and  Unites”  in  a  multiplicity  of  ways. 

Now  that  the  Assembly  is  a  part  of  the 
church’s  ongoing  history,  an  appropriate 
question  for  United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  to  ask  is:  “So  what?” 
Following  is  an  overview  of  what  this 
observer  considers  to  be  the  primary 
points  of  significance  for  American 
Christians. 

1.  No  specific  action  taken  by  the  WCC 
Fifth  Assembly  is  as  important  as  the 
Christian  spirit  that  was  evidenced  by 
the  Assembly.  Never  before  have  so 
many  Christians  from  so  many  different 
churches  in  different  parts  of  the  world 
gathered  together  to  seek  and  express 
oneness  in  Christ.  More  than  75  per  cent 
of  the  delegates  were  involved  in  a  WCC 
Assembly  for  the  first  time.  Major  blocks 
of  time  were  devoted  to  small-group 
Bible  study  and  getting  acquainted. 
These  exercises  later  created  limits  on 
time  for  open  debate  by  the  full 
Assembly.  Many  points  of  frustration 
and  disagreement  arose  in  those  debates. 
But  the  expected  confrontation  between 
delegates  from  the  “Third  World”  and 
the  developed  world  never  haDDened. 


This,  at  least  in  part,  was  the  result  of  stewards  of  the  earth  God  has  created,  material  resources,  and  that  we  work  for 


Churches  urged  by  WCC  to  promote 
6 human  rights’  around  the  world 


NAIROBI  (WCC)  —  Increased  support 
for  the  Program  to  Combat  Racism,  a 
concerted  effort  to  get  women  into  all 
decision-making  bodies  of  the  churches, 
and  aid  to  Christians  and  groups 
harassed  or  imprisoned  for  defending 
human  rights  were  all  approved  by  the 
Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  as  one  of  its  last  acts  before 
adjournment. 

In  approving  the  final  report  from 
Section  V  on  “Structures  of  Injustice  and 
Struggles  for  Liberation,”  the  Assembly 
called  on  the  WCC  to  “provide  a  place  for 
mutual  challenge"  where  the  churches 
can  support  each  other  as  they  become 
“more  courageously  engaged  in  the 
struggle  for  human  rights  where  they 
are.”  It  should  also  be  a  place  for  sharing 
“strategies  for  struggle.” 

Responding  to  a  tidal  wave  of  concern 
for  human  rights  among  Assembly 
delegates,  the  body  approved  a  series  of 
recommendations  addressed  to  churches 
at  local,  national  and  regional  levels. 


Churches  were  asked  to  gather  reliable 
information  on  human  rights  violations 
in  their  own  societies  and  elsewhere. 
Where  the  rights  of  entire  peoples  are 
violated,  the  churches  were  asked  to 
“look  beyond  the  propaganda  of  the 
offending  power  to  the  realities  of  those 
who  suffer.” 

Local  congregations  were  urged  to 
become  more  active  in  identifying  and 
combating  violations  of  human  rights  in 
their  own  communities.  They  and 
national  denominations  were  asked  to 
support  the  struggles  of  “peoples,  groups 
and  individuals  for  their  own  legitimate 
rights”  by  helping  them  form  “networks 
of  solidarity.” 

Special  attention  was  called  to  the 
needs  of  political  prisoners  and  refugees. 
"Christ  calls  us  to  minister  both 
materially  and  spiritually  to  those  in 
prison  and  to  the  outcasts  as  well  as  their 
families,”  the  section  report  said. 

A  series  of  recommendations  on 


Now, 
Harvey 
asks  all  America  to 
reopen  the  case... 

and  take  another  look  at  the  fate 
of  our  country’s  first  patriots! 

-y  hat  REALLY  happened  to  the  courageous  men  who  signed 

U  11/  the  Declaration  oflndependence?  The  men  who  risked 

ww  everything  so  we  could  live  in  freedom?  Now,  Paul  Harvey, 
America’s  foremost  radio  and  TV  news  commentator,  tells  the 
shocking  drama-filled  story  of  the  fate  of  our  early  heroes. 

Amid  the  fireworks  and  star-spangled  hoopla  of  Americas 
approaching  200th  birthday,  here  is  a  book  unlike  any  other. 

You'll  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  our  founding  fathers  and  witness 
their  extraordinary  courage  and  self-sacrifice. 

This  once-in-a-lifetime  Bicentennial  commemorative  edition 
features  •  Hand  Lettering  •  Handsome  Illustrations  •  Quality  Paper 
•  Luxurious  Binding  •Elegant  Gold  Embossing-  Here  is  a  truly 
magnificent  volume  you'll  be  proud  to  display  in  your  home. 

OUR  UVE8,  OUR  FORTUNES,  OUR 
SACRED  HONOR— by  Paul  Harvey 
is  an  ideal  gift  for  any  occasion  in  1976! 
DELUXE  COMMEMORATIVE  EDITION.  64.65 
Send  this  coupon  to  your  bookstore  now  or  to: 
WORD  BOOKS,  Box  1760,  Waco,  Texas  78703 
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This  stereo  album  ia 
Paul  Harvey'*  tribute 
to  the  land  he  loves! 
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sexism  said  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  should  urge  member  churches 
“to  ensure  full  participation  of  women  in 
all  decision-making  bodies." 

Another  key  reference  was  to  the 
thorny  issue  of  women’s  ordination.  After 
considerable  debate  those  involved 
worked  out  a  compromise  amendment 
which  read:  “Those  member  churches 
which  have  agreed  in  principle  to  the 
ordination  of  women  to  the 
priesthood/  ministry  of  Word  and 
Sacrament  should  take  immediate  action 
to  admit  women  to  all  their  ordained 
ministries,  taking  into  serious  con¬ 
sideration  that  there  are  other  churches 
of  our  WCC  fellowship  that  are  not  in 
agreement  with  this  practice.”  This 
satisfied  both  the  Orthodox  and  the 
women. 

Churches  that  ordain  women  were  alsr* 
asked  to  continue  the  dialogue  with  thosr 
which  do  not  about  the  full  participation 
of  women  “in  the  full  life  of  the  church 
including  the  ordained  ministries,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  measure  of  their  gifts." 

A  three-year  theological  study  on 
sexuality  was  commended  to  the  chur¬ 
ches  for  their  participation.  Women 
theologians  and  scholars  should  be  in¬ 
vited  to  participate  fully.  Referring  to 
Scripture  translations,  the  section  said: 
“Care  (should)  be  taken  in  translations 
of  the  Word  of  God  (which  always  come 
in  human  language)  that  they  faithfully 
reflect  the  gender  used  in  the  original 
languages." 

Support  was  also  asked  for  projects  in 
the  Third  World  to  secure  safe  water 
supplies,  to  foster  indigenously-based 
self-help  programs  and  to  educate 
women  about  their  legal  rights. 

South  Africa  was  once  more  given  high 
priority  in  church  attention.  “Apartheid 
is  possible  only  with  the  support  of  a 
large  number  of  Christians  there,”  the 
statement  said.  Active  church  cam¬ 
paigns  were  suggested  to  halt  arms 
traffic,  gain  the  withdrawal  of  in¬ 
vestments  and  bank  loans  to  South 
Africa  and  stop  white  migration. 

Churches  were  urged  to  provide  fac¬ 
tual  information  —  gained  from  the 
oppressed  groups  themselves  —  so 
Christians  can  learn  the  extent  of  their 
involvement  in  structures  that  per- 
petutate  racial  injustice  everywhere,  and 
have  recourse  to  specific  proposals  for 
responsible  ecumenical  action. 

Disarmament 
plan  approved 

NAIROBI  (WCC)  —  An  end  to  all 
outside  military  intervention  in  Angola 
was  called  for  here  by  the  Fifth 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  The  resolution  noted  that 
during  “the  past  few  weeks  further 
suffering  has  been  inflicted  on  the 
population  as  a  result  of  massive 
military  intervention  by  several  foreign 
powers,”  the  Assembly  said  by  its  vote. 

Saying  that  “there  is  a  grave  danger 
that  the  conflict  in  Angola  may  escalate 
into  a  major  war  on  the  continent  of 
Africa  (and)  the  international  rivalry  of 
several  powers  poses  a  serious  threat  to 
world  peace,”  the  Assembly  called 
“upon  the  governments  Involved  to 
respect  the  independence  and  territorial 
integrity  of  Angola  and  .  .  .  withdraw  all 
military  units  and  to  stop  the  supply  of 
arms.” 

"We  hope  that  the  cessation  of  foreign 
military  involvement  in  Angola  (will) 
provide  an  opportunity  for  the  political 
leaders  of  the  country  too  renew  their 
search  for  a  peaceful  solution  of  the 
problems  ...  in  the  interest  of  all  the 
Angolan  people,”  the  resolution  stated. 

Singled  out  for  particular  attention  was 
South  Africa. 

The  Assembly  “challenge(d)  those 
foreign  powers  which  are  exacerbating 
this  explosive  situation  by  supplying 
arms  to  the  different  groups." 


early  consensus  among  the  delegates 
that  social  justice  for  all  the  world’s 
people  is  integral  to  any  assertion  that 
Jesus  Christ  frees  and  unites.  With  few 
exceptions,  disagreements  were  handled 
charitably.  _ 

Those  who  expected  revolutionary  new 
directions  for  the  ecumenical  movement 
can  only  be  disappointed  in  the 
Assembly.  Likewise  those  who  hoped  the 
WCC  might  retreat  from  its  insistence 
that  personal  faith  and  commitment  to 
social  justice  belong  inseparably  to¬ 
gether.  Those  who  hoped  for  an  honest 
struggle  among  representatives  of 
Christ’s  divided  Body  regarding  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian  in  1975  can  only 
feel  that  the  Assembly  achieved  its 
purpose. 

As  WCC  General  Secretary  Philip 
Potter  said  at  the  closing  session,  those 
searching  for  a  united  Christian  witness 
in  today’s  world  have  not  yet  reached  the 
promised  land.  “We  are  a  pilgrim  people 
still  in  the  wilderness,  sustained  in  our 
search  by  the  Holy  Spirit.’’ 

2.  There  was  a  renewed  emphasis  on 
the  spiritual  roots  of  the  Christian  faith 
and  evangelism  in  Nairobi.  The 
Assembly  repeatedly  attempted  to  relate 
and  integrate  the  personal  and  social 
implications  of  the  Christian  faith  so  as  to 
affirm  the  gospel  fully  rather  than 
partially. 

This  emphasis  is  particularly  clear  in 
the  three  guidelines  the  Assembly  adopt¬ 
ed  for  all  future  WCC  programs:  (1)  All 
programs  should  “become  living  ex¬ 
pressions  of  the  covenant  relationship 
among  the  churches  within  the  WCC  and 
foster  growth  toward  fuller  unity”;  (2) 
“All  programs  should  be  conceived  and 
implemented  in  a  way  that  engages  the 
churches  in  the  effort  to  reach  a  common 
understanding  of  the  gospel;”  and  (3) 
"All  programs  should  be  conceived  and 
implemented  in  a  way  that  expresses  the 
basic  Christian  imperative  to  participate 
in  the  struggle  for  human  dignity  and 
social  justice  and,  at  the  same  time, 
maintains  the  integrity  of  action  and 
engagement  by  the  churches  as  rooted  in 
the  Biblical  faith.” 

3.  The  vision  of  Christian  qnity  is 
shifting  from  that  of  structural  merger  to 
that  of  "conciliar  fellowship."  Under 
present  conditions,  it  is  not  possible 
realistically  —  and  many  feel  un¬ 
desirable  —  to  seek  structural  mergers  of 
all  churches  into  one  church. 
Increasingly,  the  focus  is  on  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  diverse  church  structures 
while  working  toward  a  common 
recognition  of  “one  Baptism,  one 
Eucharist  (Holy  Communion)  and  one 
ministry  in  Christ.” 

At  present,  .many  churches  insist  on 
“rebaptizing”  persons  who  join  their 
fellowship  from  other  churches.  Several 
churches  —  notably  the  Roman  Catholic 
and  Orthodox  —  do  not  recognize 
ministers  of  other  churches  as  ministers. 
And  members  of  many  churches  are  not 
permitted  to  participate  in  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  with  persons  from  other  chur¬ 
ches. 

It  is  the  increasing  feeling  of  many 
persons  that  the  dissolution  of  these 
barriers  among  Christians  —  rooted  as 
they  are  in  theology  and  tradition  —  is 
much  more  important  than  efforts  to 
merge  church  structures. 

Once  the  various  churches  are  able  to 
recognize  one  another’s  Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  ministry,  they  would  sit 
together  in  “conciliar  fellowship,  able  to 
discuss  problems  of  the  whole  church  as 
representatives  of  the  whole  church.  But 
even  “conciliar  fellowship”  is  difficult  to 
envision  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

4.  There  is  recognition,  as  never 
before,  that '“Jesus  Christ  and  the 
Christian  faith  are  not  the  exclusive 
possession  of  any  one  nation,  culture  or 
ideology.  While  it  is  impossible  to 
separate  one’s  faith  fully  from  the 
culture  in  which  one  lives,  it  is  essential 
that  we  recognize  that  Christ,  and 
authentic  followers  of  Christ,  are  present 
in  nearly  every  country  on  the  globe. 
Christian  discipleship  is  expressed  in 
many  different  ways  in  these  different 
cultural  contexts.  Christians  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  should  seek  to  be  edified  in 
the  faith  by  one  another  (see  related 
editorial  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

5.  Christian  discipleship  inevitably 
requires  Christians  to  recognize  that  all 
persons  are  children  of  God  and,  as  such, 
are  entitled  to  basic  human  rights.  Jesus, 
in  his  earthly  ministry,  consistently 
related  to  those  who  were  poor  and 
socially  downtrodden.  He  did  not  treat 
liberation  from  sin  and  liberation  from 
physical  affliction  as  mutually  exclusive 
concerns.  Christians  today  are  likewise 
called  by  God  to  struggle  actively  for  the 
liberation  of  all  people  who  are  oppressed 
—  physically  and  spiritually  —  by  unjust 
socle!  structures.  We,  as  Christians  in  the 
West,  must  accept  responsibility  for 
creating  much  of  the  inequity  which 
exists  in  the  world  today  through  our 
insensitivity  to  the  Christian  gospel's  full 
implications.  A  reminder  of  such  in¬ 
sensitivity  was  graphically  illustrated  by 
a  cartoon  which  appeared  in  a  Nairobi 
Christian  newspaper  during  the 
Assembly.  It  shows  an  African  saying  to 
a  Western  missionary:  “When  you  came, 
you  had  the  Bible  and  we  had  the  land. 
Now  we  have  the  Bible  and  you  have  the 
land.” 

We  need  to  assist  in  the  economic 
development  of  countries  which  have 
been  victimized  traditionally  by  more 
powerful  nations,  including  our  own,  and 
where  persons  are  now  afflicted  by 
hunger,  disease  and  poverty.  If  we  are  to 
be  faithful  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
we  must  experience  and  tangibly  express 
concern  for  the  millions  of  human  beings 
who  exist  today  as  non-persons. 

6.  Christians  are  called  to  be  good 


God  has  entrusted  humankind  with 
dominion  over  the  earth’s  resources.  We 
cannot  continue  to  exploit  these 
resources  at  the  present  rate  and  hope  to 
sustain  human  life  indefinitely.  The 
whole  created  order  —  including  animal 
life,  plant  life  and  inorganic  matter  — 
should  be  approached  by  Christians  with 
reverence.  Christians  in  affluent  nations 
must  take  seriously  the  need  to  reduce 
consumption  and  develop  simpler 
lifestyles.  Christian  stewardship 
requires  that  we  make  tangible  efforts  to 
conserve  and  replenish  the  earth’s 


a  more  equitable  distribution  of  those 
basic  resources  among  the  world’s 
people. 

7.  There  is  much  greater  concern 
within  the  WCC  now  than  ever  before 
about  its  credibility  with  member 
churches.  One  of  the  primary  emphasis 
mandated  by  the  Fifth  Assembly  is  that 
more  adequate  methods  for  interpreting 
WCC  programs,  and  their  rationales,  be 
developed.  Another  mandated  task  is  the 
development  of  greater  two-way  com¬ 
munication  between  the  WCC  offices  and 
the  member  churches  in  the  years  ahead. 


Russian  religious 
restrictions  attacked 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
NAIROBI  —  The  calm  atmosphere 
which  prevailed  during  most  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  Fifth  Assembly  was 
shattered  for  24  hours  here  last  week 
when  the  issue  of  human  rights,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  Soviet  Union,  was  raised 
on  the  plenary  floor  (see  related  editorial 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  Assembly  was  considering  a 
general  resolution  which  called  on  all 
governments  signing  the  Helsinki 
agreement  to  implement  its  ten  prin¬ 
ciples  “without  delay  and  in  all  its 
parts.”  The  seventh  of  its  provisions  is 
“respect  for  human  rights  and  fun¬ 
damental  freedoms,  including  the 
freedom  of  thought,  conscience,  religion 
or  belief.” 

Dr.  Jacques  Rossel,  President  of  the 
Swiss  Protestant  Church  Federation, 
proposed  the  following  specific  addition 
to  the  report:  “The  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  concerned  about  restrictions 
on  religious  liberty,  especially  in  the 
USSR.  The  Assembly  respectfully 
requests  the  government  of  the  USSR  to 
implement  Principle  Seven  of  the 
Helsinki  agreement.” 

USSR  in  forefront  of  violations 
The  Rev.  Richard  Holloway  of 
Scotland,  in  seconding  the  amendment, 
stated:  “I  have  observed  that  there  is  an 
unwritten  rule  that  the  Soviet  Union  must 
never  be  castigated  in  public.  Never¬ 
theless,  it  is  well  known  that  the  USSR  is 
in  the  forefront  of  human  rights 
violations.  I  think  this  tradition  must  end. 
The  USSR  should  take  its  place  in  the 
public  confessional  along  with  the  rest  of 
us  from  white,  oppressive,  imperialistic 
societies.  We  will  gladly  move  over  to 
make  a  place.” 

An  emotional  eruption  of  activity 
among  Russian  delegates  followed,  with 
Metropolitan  Juvenaly  of  the  .Russian 
Orthodox  Church  telling  the  Assembly: 
“I  suddenly  feel  that  I  am  no  longer  in  a 
Christian  fellowship.  Members  of  a 
Christian  fellowship  should  seek 
solutions  to  their  problems  in  a  spirit  of 
Christian  love.  I  would  hate  to  see  this 
Assembly  pass  a  resolution  which  will 
give  the  world  the  impression  that  the 
WCC  is  a  secular  organization.” 

Metropolitan  Nikodim,  also  of  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church,  followed  by 
saying  “I  feel  that  the  WCC  should  not 
pass  judgment  on  a  specific  situation 
without  the  facts  being  fully  aired.”  He 
then  appealed  to  delegates  not  to  vote  on 
the  amendment  in  order  that  “our 
fellowship  may  be  preserved.” 

Under  the  pressure  of  time,  Assembly 
Moderator  M.  M.  Thomas  of  India 
closed  debate  following  brief  discussion, 
and  called  for  a  vote  while  Russian 
delegates  frantically  waved  their  hands 
asking  to  speak.  The  amendment  ap¬ 
parently  passed  by  a  substantial 
majority. 

On  a  point  order,  Mr.  Thomas  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  he  had  failed  to  follow 
WCC  Rules  in  the  cutting  off  debate 
without  the  Assembly  voting  to  do  so.  A 
vote  to  cut  off  debate  was  then  taken,  and 
it  failed  to  receive  a  two-thirds  majority, 
so  the  issue  was  open  to  further  debate. 

Following  a  brief  recess,  the  whole 
document  was  referred  back  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  for  consideration  at  an  open 
hearing  that  evening. 

WCC  asks  end 
to  intervention 

NAIROBI  (WCC)  —  A  six-point  plan  to 
convince  church  members,  the  rest  of  the 
world  and  their  governments  that 
disarmament  is  a  major  concern  was 
approved  in  one  of  the  closing  sessions  of 
the  WCC’s  Fifth  Assembly. 

Christians  should  be  helped  to  over¬ 
come  their  “false  sense  of  impotence”  in 
dealing  with  the  issue  of  world  ar¬ 
maments,  a  committee  report  approved 
by  the  delegates  declared. 

“Although  there  has  been  no  direct 
military  confrontation  between  the 
superpowers,  since  World  War  II  some 
hundred  wars  have  been  fought,  causing 
the  deaths  of  more  than  ten  million 
people  in  about  sixty  countries,”  the 
report  said. 

“Churches  should  emphasize  their 
readiness  to  live  without  the  protection  of 
armaments,  and  take  a  significant 
initiative  in  pressing  for  effective 
disarmament,”  the  report  said. 
“Churches,  Individual  Christians  and 
members  of  the  public  in  all  countries 
should  press  their  governments  to  ensure 
national  security  without  resorting  to  the 
use  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction.” 

The  document  deplored  the  continuing 
high  expenditures  on  armaments  by  the 
nations  of  the  world,  the  “cancerous 
growth  of  military  research  and 
development,”  the  proliferation  of 
military  bases,  and  the  alarming 
militarization  of  Third  World  countries. 


The  hearing  room  was  packed  with 
delegates  and  reporters  who  were  there 
to  witness  what  proved  to  be  the  most 
electrifying  event  of  the  entire  Assembly. 
‘Zones  of  silence’  impossible 
The  opening  speaker,  Dr.  Albert  van 
den  Heuvel  from  the  Netherlands  said: 
“It  is  impossible  for  the  WCC  to  continue 
observing  ‘zones  of  silence’  concerning 
human  rights.  The  WCC  has  taught  us  to 
speak  about  human  rights  violations  in 
South  Africa,  Chile  and  elsewhere.  I  do 
not  see  how  we  can  speak  specifically 
about  one  country  and  not  about  another. 

If  we  really  want  to  show  brotherhood 
and  fellowship,  we  must  debate  all  such 
issues  out  in  the  open.” 

Most  of  the  20  speakers  which  followed 
during  the  next  two  hours  were  from 
churches  in  Russia  and  other  Eastern 
European  countries. 

Metropolitan  Juvenaly  asked:  “If  you 
really  want  to  express  love,  why  did  you 
not  consult  us  privately?  Unlike  many  of 
you,  we  live  in  an  atheistic  society.  Our 
witness  is  necessarily  quite  different 
from  yours.  I  don’t  feel  it  is  fair  for  you  to 
push  us  into  a  position  where  we  might 
once  again  find  ourselves  isolated.’’ 

A  Bulgarian  bishop  indicated  that 
Christians  in  Eastern  Europe  considered 
the  Helsinki  agreement  a  major 
breakthrough  “but  so  far  it  is  only  on 
paper.”  He  expressed  fear  that  the 
proposed  amendment  might  well  result 
in  the  Helsinki  principles  on  human 
rights  being  ignored  rather  than  im¬ 
plemented. 

Good  intentions  not  realistic 

Metropolitan  Filaret  of  Moscow  said  he 
felt  the  WCC  Assembly  genuinely  wished 
“to  help  us  in  our  situation.  I  welcome 
these  feelings,  but  between  good  in¬ 
tentions  and  reality  there  is  a  con¬ 
siderable  gap.  I  doubt  that  this  statement 
could  give  us  any  help.  On  the  contrary,  I 
feel  considerable  trouble  will  follow.” 

Following  the  open  hearing,  a  drafting 
committee  composed  of  an  American 
Presbyterian,  a  Russian  Orthodox 
theologian,  and  an  Indonesian  layman 
met  for  three  hours  examining  what  they 
would  propose  “sentence  by  sentence.” 
The  next  day,  the  committee  offered  a 
substitute  addition  to  the  resolution 
which  noted  the  discussion  that  had  taken 
place,  the  different  social  situations 
under  which  churches  in  Eastern  and 
Western  Europe  must  function,  and  that 
the  Helsinki  agreement  provides  new 
hope  for  solutions  of  problems  relating  to 
fundamental  human  rights.  It  did  not 
single  out  the  USSR. 

Revision  satisfactory 
Dr.  Rossel,  who  proposed  the  original 
amendment,  stated  that  he  was  disap¬ 
pointed  with  the  recommendation,  but 
that  he  would  support  the  revised  draft 
provided  that  a  sentence  be  added 
requesting  that  the  WCC  General 
Secretary  “see  to  it  that  the  question  of 
religious  liberty  be  the  subject  of  in¬ 
tensive  consultations  with  the  member 
churches  in  the  signatory  states,  and  that 
the  first  report  of  these  consultations  be 
made  to  the  WCC  Central  Committee  at 
its  August  1976  meeting.”  The  committee 
accepted  this  addition.  A  further 
amendment  —  adding  the  names  of  all 
nations  signing  the  Helsinki  declaration 
—  was  also  accepted. 

The  resolution  was  then  approved  as 
amended,  with  the  Russian  delegation 
abstaining.  Prof.  Vitaly  Borovoy  ex¬ 
plained  the  abstention  vote  as 
representing  disenchantment  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  issue  was  discussed 
rather  than  an  unwillingness  to 
cooperate  in  studying  the  human  rights 
situation  in  Eastern  Europe. 

An  inflammatory  event  thus  ended  on  a 
relatively  peaceful  note,  with  no  one 
completely  satisfied  and  no  one  disen¬ 
chanted  enough  to  walk  out.  But  as  a 
result  of  the  open  discussion,  all  were 
acutely  aware  that  human  rights 
violations  in  the  Soviet  Union  are  no 
longer  an  unmentionable  subject  in  the 
WCC.  ___ _ 
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‘Deprogramming’  under  fire 

Controversy  brews  over  ways  to  free  from  sects 


Preaching  the  Word 


Amid  declining  church  attendance  and  a  thrust  toward 
secular  values,  the  Christian  mission  to  "spread  the  gospel” 
remains  alive. 

Evangelist  Luis  Palau  [left  photo]  preached  to  20,000  on  the 
opening  night  of  his  three-week  evangelistic  campaign  in 
Managua,  Nicaragua,  Stadium.  The  next  day,  the  41-year-old 
minister,  known  in  evangelistic  circles  as  the  "Billy  Graham" 
of  Latin  America,  drew  fire  from  the  city’s  "liberal”  tabloid 
and  praise  from  its  “conservative"  counterpart.  His  work  is 
affiliated  with  the  California-based  Overseas  Crusades 
mission. 

Sponsored  by  most  of  Managua’s  150  Protestant  churches, 
the  crusade  was  the  first  such  united  effort  in  Nicaragua’s 
history. 

U.S.  delegation  visits  China 


When  Little  Zion  Lutheran  Church  in  Indianfield,  Pa., 
celebrated  the  250th  anniversary  of  its  founders,  the  Zirkel 
Family,  in  America,  Don  Zirkel  [right  photo],  editor  of  The 
Tablet,  Brooklyn  Roman  Catholic  diocese  newsweekly, 
delivered  the  sermon.  The  event  marked  the  arrival  in 
America  of  Ludwig  and  Marie  Zirkel,  Lutherans  who  were 
driven  from  Germany  in  1725  by  the  wars  between  Catholics 
and  Protestants  which  ravaged  the  Rhine  River  Valley. 

“Two  hundred  fifty  years  ago,  we  couldn’t  have  worshipped 
together,”  the  Catholic  journalist  said.  “For  one  reason,  we 
didn’t  trust  each  other  ;  for  another,  the  Lutherans  here  were 
praying  in  German  and  the  Catholics  in  Latin.” 
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Christianity  found  declining 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Controversies  concerning  the  activities 
of  such  religious  sects  as  the  Unification 
Church  of  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon  and 
the  Children  of  God,  and  activities  of 
persons  who  "deprogram”  youthful 
adherents  of  such  groups,  have  raised 
important  questions  involving  religious 
liberty. 

Critics  of  the  sects,  primarily  parents 
of  their  members,  charge  that  the  groups 
use  mind-control  techniques  to  hold 
members  against  their  wills  or  confuse 
them  so  that  they  are  not  capable  of 
thinking  for  themselves.  But  techniques 
used  by  the  ‘ ‘deprogrammers,”  in¬ 
cluding  abduction  and  psychological 
processes,  have  also  produced  criticisms 
of  these  efforts. 

The  controversy  is  a  complex  one 
because  it  involves  the  issue  of  whether 
people  are  being  forcibly  restrained 
either  by  the  sects  or  by  the 
"deprogrammers.”  Solid  evidence  is 
hard  to  establish  because  some  in¬ 
dividuals  have  variously  claimed  that 
they  were  being  held  against  their  wills 
by  both  sect  leaders  AND  ‘ ‘depro¬ 
grammers.” 

Court  cases  thus  far  have  not 
established  clear  precedents  with  regard 
to  the  legal  problems  involved.  Ted 
Patrick,  the  best-known  of  the 
‘‘deprogrammers, ”  has  been  freed  on 
$25,000  bond  after  spending  15  days  in  jail 
in  Denver  for  violating  his  probation 
following  his  conviction  for  false  im¬ 
prisonment.  But  in  his  first  trial  in  a 
"deprogramming”  case  in  1973,  a  new 
York  City  court  acquitted  him  of  a 
similar  charge. 

Reacts  to  brainwashing  charges 

Mr.  Patrick,  45,  is  an  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  layman.  His 
concern  about  the  activities  of  youth- 
oriented  sects  arose  from  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  his  son,  Michael,  with  the 
Children  of  God  in  1971.  Although 
Michael  Patrick  is  no  longer  a  member  of 
the  sect,  his  father  is  a  leader  in  the 
“deprogramming”  effort. 

Regarding  charges  that  he  uses  the 
same  “brainwashing”  techniques  as  the 
sects  he  opposes,  Mr.  Patrick  has  said, 
“We’re  not  taking  a  person’s  mind.  We’re 
restoring  it.  I  can  call  over  700  persons 
and  they  will  all  say  the  same  thing  — 
that  their  minds  were  controlled  and  they 
were  made  to  hate  their  parents.” 

Thus  far,  there  has  been  no  scientific 
study  of  the  alleged  techniques  used  by 
the  sects  or  the  “deprogrammers.”  But 
an  Episcopal  youth  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Children  of  God  for  three  weeks  has 
written  an  account  of  the  techniques  that 
he  charges  are  used  by  cults. 

Richard  Brewster  declared  in  his 
essay,  “The  Essence  of  A  Religious 
Cult,”  published  in  The  Albany  Church¬ 
man,  periodical  of  the  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  that  “mind 
control  or  brainwashing  is  a  slow, 
scarcely  recognizable  process  ” 


AUCKLAND,  N.Z.  (RNS)  —  The  New 
Zealand  Methodist  Church,  holding  its 
first  annual  conference  on  a  Maori 
“marae”  or  traditional  meeting  ground, 
heard  a  message  by  its  first  Maori 
president,  the  Rev.  Rua  Rakena. 

Speaking  on  the  theme  “Don’t  tell  me, 
show  me,”  Mr.  Rakena  said  in  his 
presidential  address  that  the  physical 
setting  of  the  conference  in  a  traditional 
Maori  environment  had  accomplished 
more  for  Maori-Pakeha  (Maori-white 
man)  relationships  than  words  could 
express. 

The  conference  on  the  sacred  Maori 
grounds  fostered  an  understanding  at  a 
deeper  level  than  has  ever  occurred 
before  in  the  history  of  New  Zealand 
Methodism,  Mr.  Rakena  said. 

“Far  more  often  than  not,”  Mr. 
Rakena  said,  “we  have  remained  content 
merely  to  tell  people  we  care,  or  that  God 
cares  for  them,  rather  than  getting  down 
to  the  business  of  really  showing  them  we 
care,  and  that  in  and  through  us,  God 
cares.” 


Although  the  Children  of  God  attracted 
frequent  headlines  in  the  news  media  in 
the  early  1970s,  they  have  lately  been 
replaced  by  media  attention  to  the 
Unification  Church. 

Unification  Church  headlined 

Noted  for  its  extensive,  costly  publicity 
campaigns  in  major  cities,  the  Sun 
Myung  Moon  organization  has  been 
accused  not  only  of  “brainwashing”  its 
members,  but  of  being  a- political  front 
group.  “Moonies,”  as  Unification  Church 
members  have  become  known,  were 
expelled  from  the  Malagasy  Republic 
(Madagascar)  and  Tanzania  last  sum¬ 
mer  on  charges,  respectively,  of  spying 
and  disseminating  political  propaganda. 

A  recent  court  case  illustrated  the 
difficulties  involved  in  establishing 
whether  “mind  control”  techniques  are 
being  used  by  groups  like  the  Unification 
Church.  District  Court  Judge  James 


TM’s  conflict  with 
Christianity  analyzed 


OAKLAND,  Calif.  —  Maharishi 
Mahesh  Yogi,  who,  in  a  sense,  is  a  kind  of 
patron  saint  of  the  transcendental 
meditation  movement,  speaks  during  a 
recent  visit  to  Maharishi  International 
University  at  Fairfield,  Iowa. 

In  a  recent  edition  of  his  paper.  Father 
Richard  Mangini,  editor  of  the  Catholic 
Voice,  the  Oakland  diocesan  paper, 
declared  that  transcendental  meditation 
[TM]  is  a  form  of  Hinduism  and  it  is 
“absolutely  crucial”  for  Roman 
Catholics  to  realize  that  its  tenets 
“conflict  with  basic  Christian  teaching 
and  Christian  religious  experience.” 

In  an  accompanying  article.  Voice 
writer  Joseph  Pereira  observed  that 
there  are  600,000  TM  disciples  in  the  U.S. 
who  are  following  the  Maharishi’s 
teachings.  While  the  Maharishi,  as  do 
most  TM  proponents,  denies  that  the 
practice  is  religious,  he  does  claim  that 
he  has  found  the  “knowledge  of  ultimate 
reality”  which  is  “lost  to  all  religions.” 
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The  Maori  people  sensed  that 
Methodists  representing  the  Pakeha 
segment  of  New  Zealand  society  had 
“shown”  what  for  so  long  they  were 
content  to  "tell”  the  Maori  people  from  a 
distance,  Mr.  Rakena  said.  He  noted  that 
the  prospect  of  New  Zealanders 
becoming  “one  people”  were  “very 
bright”  in  the  Methodist  church  family. 

The  Methodist  fortnightly  newspaper, 
“New  Citizen,”  said  the  conference  at 
which  the  native  traditions,  etiquette  and 
ceremonial  were  strong,  but  still  strange 
to  most  Europeans,  “stamped  in  the 
official  annals  of  Methodist  life  a  pride  in 
things  Maori,  and  affirmed  more  clearly 
than  ever  before  a  commitment  to  live 
out  the  faith  in  a  multi-cultural  society.” 

In  business  sessions,  the  conference 
endorsed  a  special  report  on  the 
charismatic  movement,  which  said  the 
church  could  be  enriched  by  the 
movement  so  long  as  aspects  of  the 
spiritual  experience  “are  not  held  to  be 
universally  obligatory,  exclusive  or 
superior  to  other  Christian  insights.” 


Belson  said  in  a  14-page  opinion  that  the 
parents  of  18-year-old  Wendy  Helanders 
had  failed  to  establish  that  the  sect  used 
“impermissible  methods”  to  recruit  and 
hold  their  daughter. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
Governing  Board  adopted  a  resolution 
against  "deprogramming”  at  its 
February  1974  meeting.  It  expressed  its 
belief  “that  religious  liberty  is  one  of  the 
most  precious  rights  of  humankind, 
which  is  grossly  violated  by  forcible 
abduction  and  protracted  efforts  to 
change  a  person’s  religious  com¬ 
mitments  by  duress.  Kidnapping  for 
ransom  is  heinous  indeed,  but  kidnapping 
to  compel  religious  deconversion  is 
equally  criminal.” 

NCC  decries  forcible  abduction 

In  the  statement  the  NCC  Governing 
Board  asserted  that  such  action  violates 
the  section  on  religious  freedom  of  the 
Universal  Declaration  on  Human  Rights, 
and  added,  “The  Governing  Board  is 
mindful  of  the  intense  anguish  which  can 
motivate  parents  of  the  defection  of  their 
offspring  from  the  family  faith,  but  in  our 
view  it  does  not  justify  forcible  ab¬ 
duction.” 

Parental  groups  opposing  the  con¬ 
troversial  sects  continue  to  be  formed, 
under  such  names  as  the  Citizens 
Freedom  Foundation  and  Citizens 
Engaged  in  Reuniting  Families. 
Governmental  agencies  continue  to  keep 
watchful  eyes  on  the  activities  of  the 
sects,  as  illustrated  by  the  investigations 
now  underway  of  the  Unification  Church 
by  two  Congressional  committees. 

The  religious  liberty  issues  still  remain 
and,  as  with  such  controversial  questions 
as  abortion  and  euthanasia,  may  never 
be  resolved  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties.  For  the  time  being,  however,  the 
activities  of  the  controversial  sects  — 
and  the  “deprogrammers”  —  are 
providing  challenges  for  experts  in  the 
fields  of  religion,  law,  and  psychiatry. 

Meaning  of 

Christmas 

highlighted 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Unless  given 
with  love,  Christmas  gifts  are  not  really 
Christmas  gifts,  says  Episcopal 
Presiding  Bishop  John  Allin  in  his 
Christmas  message. 

“The  Christian  church  has  no  enabling 
gifts  of  any  worth  apart  from  the  love  of 
Christ  to  share  with  others,”  the  bishop 
says.  “Gifts  of  goods  and  services  are 
Christian  offerings  when  they  transmit 
the  spirit  of  Christ  and  offer  the  renewing 
possibilities  of  the  life  found  in  Him.” 

In  his  brief  message,  he  also  says, 
“Sharing  can  be  described  as  love  in 
action;  sequential  giving  and  receiving, 
motivated  by  love  and  necessity.  The 
Gospel  is  nowhere  more  beautifully  or 
concisely  expressed  than  in  the 
Evangelist’s  words:  ‘For  God  so  loved 
the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life.’  This  is  the  meaning  of  Christmas, 
giving  and  receiving,  and  sharing  the  gift 
received.” 


By  Religious  News  Service 

America,  said  John  Adams, 
has  major  role  in  God’s  design 

John  Adams,  the  second  President, 
believed  that  America,  especially  the 
America  of  Puritan  New  England,  was  to 
play  a  major  role  in  God’s  design  for  the 
world. 

In  1765,  years  before  he  became 
President,  Adams  wrote  in  his  diary: 

“I  always  consider  the  settlement  of 
America  with  reverence  and  wonder,  as 
the  opening  of  a  grand  scene  and  design 
in  Providence  for  the  illumination  of  the 
ignorant,  and  the  emancipation  of  the 
slavish  part  of  mankind  all  over  the 
earth.” 

Methodist  circuit  readers 
spread  literacy  throughout  West 

In  addition  to  preaching  the  Gospel, 
Methodist  circuit  riders  spread  literacy 
throughout  the  American  West  by 
distributing  books. 

The  Methodist  General  Conference  of 
1800  declared  that  “it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
every  preacher  who  has  charge  of  a 
circuit  to  see  that  his  circuit  is  supplied 
with  books.” 

In  1814,  two  investigators  for  the 
Massachusetts  Missionary  Society 
reported  that  the  activity  of  the 
Methodists  in  distributing  books  “puts  to 
blush  all  other  charitable  institutions  in 
the  United  States.” 

Women  prime  movers 
in  Sunday  School 

Women  were  prime  movers  in 
organizing  early  American  Sunday 
Schools  despite  the  resistance  of  some 
men. 

In  1817  the  Congregational  women  of 
Medway,  Mass.,  wore  down  the  opposi¬ 
tion  of  a  young  minister  and  the  deacons 
in  winning  approval  for  their  school  on 
Sunday. 

“These  women  will  be  in  the  pulpit 
next,”  the  skeptical  men  of  Medway 
complained. 

Why  no  reference  to  religion 
in  U.S.  Constitution? 

In  1789,  a  group  of  Presbyterian 
churches  in  New  England  wrote  to 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Only 
Peking  and  a  few  other  cities  in  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China  are  known  to 
have  regular  Christian  church  services, 
according  to  the  Seventh  Congressional 
Delegation  to  that  country. 

Sen.  Charles  H.  Percy  (R-Ill. ),  a 
member  of  the  delegation  which  visited 
mainland  China  in  August,  made  this 
report  in  a  talk  to  a  weekly  Senate 
Prayer  Breakfast  Group  here.  It  was  the 
first  congressional  delegation  to  visit  the 
Community-ruled  nation  since  the 
adoption  in  January  of  its  new  con¬ 
stitution. 

The  Illinois  Republican  quoted  from 
articles  of  that  constitution,  among  them 
Article  28:  “Citizens  enjoy  freedom  of 
speech,  correspondence,  the  press, 
assembly,  association,  procession, 
demonstration  and  the  freedom  to  strike, 
and  enjoy  freedom  to  believe  in  religion 
and  freedom  not  to  believe  in  religion  and 
to  propagate  atheism.” 

“From  our  observations,”  Sen.  Percy 
told  his  colleagues,  “party  membership 
is  not  granted  to  anyone  who  practices  a 
religious  belief.  Attendance  at  a 
university  and  certain  other  privileges 
talso  would  be  denied.” 

He  then  read  from  a  report  of  his 
delegation  on  the  subject  of  religion:  “ 
‘In  Yangchow  we  visited  the  Fa-ching 
Monastery.  This  Zen  (Ch’na)  Buddhist 
monastery,  was  founded  over  1,200  years 
ago  in  the  T’ang  Dynasty  .  .  .  There  are 
some  200  believers  in  Yangchow,  which 
has  a  total  population  of  200,000.  .  . 

“  ‘There  is  no  Christian  church  in 
Yangchow;  the  monastery,  therefore,  is 
the  only  practicing  religious  institution  in 
that  city.  We  learned  that  there  exists 
only  vestigial  remains  of  Christianity  in 
China.  There  is  a  regular,  sparsely- 
attended  Christian  church  service  in 
Peking,  and  Prof.  Tink  Kuang-hsun,  a 
Union  Theological  Seminary  (New  York) 


President  Washington  asking  his  opinion 
on  why  the  U.S.  Constitution  contained  no 
references  to  the  Christian  religion. 

“I  am  persuaded  that  the  path  to  true 
piety  is  so  plain,  as  to  require  but  little 
direction,"  he  replied.  “To  this  con¬ 
sideration  we  ought  to  ascribe  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  any  regulation  respecting 
religion  from  the  Magna  Charta  of  our 
country." 

Washington  added  that  he  believed 
religious  regulations  were  more 
propertly  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
“Ministers  of  the  Gospel.” 

Clergyman  feared  religion’s 
influence  was  waning 

As  new  political  and  social  ideas 
spread  through  America  after  the  Rev¬ 
olution,  some  conservative  clergymen 
feared  that  religion’s  influence  was 
waning. 

The  Rev.  Timothy  Dwight,  president  of 
Yale  College  and  Jonathan  Edwards’ 
grandson,  preached  a  stirring  sermon  in 
defense  of  Calvinism  on  July  4,  1798. 

“Without  religion,”  Dwight  declared, 
“we  may  possibly  retain  the  freedom  of 
savages,  bears,  and  wolves,  but  not  the 
freedom  of  New  England.  If  our  religion 
were  gone,  our  state  of  society  would 
perish  with  it  and  nothing  would  be  left 
which  would  be  worth  defending.  Our 
children,  of  course,  if  not  ourselves, 
would  be  prepared,  as  the  ox  for  the 
slaughter,  to  become  the  victims  of 
conquest,  tyranny,  and  atheism.” 

Missions  founded  in  West 
while  Revolution  fought  in  East 

As  the  American  Revolution  ap¬ 
proached  and  was  fought  on  the  East 
coast,  another  kind  of  transformation 
was  taking  place  in  California:  Fran¬ 
ciscan  missionaries  arrived. 

California’s  famous  line  of  21  missions 
was  built  between  1769  and  1823.  Two  of 
the  most  notable  missions,  San  Francisco 
and  San  Juan  Capistrano,  were  started 
in  1776,  the  year  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

Father  Junipero  Serra  and  his  four 
immediate  successors  played  major 
roles  in  blending  Spanish  and  indigenous 
ingredients  into  a  California  culture  that 
flourished  long  before'the  U.S.  began  its 
westward  expansion. 


graduate  of  1948,  teaches  Christian 
theology  to  a  few  dozen  students  at 
Nanking  University. 

“  ‘The  number  of  students  is  dwindling 
and  even  these  are  being  trained  to  serve 
the  State.  Professor  Ting  is  also  a 
delegate  to  the  National  People’s 
Congress  as  representative  of  Chinese 
Christians. 

“  ‘Only  a  few  cities  other  than  Peking 
are  known  to  have  regular  Christian 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  A 
second  nativity  scene  will  be  on  display 
near  the  White  House  during  the 
Christmas  season  —  this  one  a  live 
dramatization  of  the  birth  of  Christ,  with 
twice-nightly  presentations,  Dec.  18-24, 
on  a  400-foot  outdoor  stage. 

Earlier,  it  was  announced  a  privately- 
sponsored  nativity  scene  will  be  a  part  of 
the  annual  Christmas  Pageant  of  Peace 
in  the  President’s  Park  opposite  the 
White  House,  Dec.  18-Jan.l,  of  which  the 
National  Christmas  Tree  is  a  featured 
attraction. 

The  dramatized  Nativity,  entitled  “In 
the  fullness  of  Time,”  will  have  actors 
and  actresses  from  the  metropolitan 
Washington  area,  the  Takoma  (Md.) 
Academy  Chorale,  live  camels,  horses, 
sheep  and  a  donkey  enacting  the 
Christmas  story  in  what  sponsors  say  is  a 
“realistic  presentation  of  events  as  they 
may  have  happened  2,000  years  ago.” 

Sponsoring  the  presentation  is  the 
Christian  Service  Corps,  an  organization 
based  here  which  recruits,  trains  and 
places  Christians  on  two-year  terms  of 
service  in  this  country  and  abroad  with 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  The  religious 
community  has  been  called  on  to  make 
the  secular  society  understand  the  value 
of  observing  the  Sabbath  —  not  only  for 
spiritual  renewal  but  for  practical 
benefits. 

"Neither  man  nor  machines  can 
continue  indefinitely  without  rest,”  said 
Harold  Lindsell,  editor  of  Christianity 
Today,  the  evangelical  fortnightly 
published  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

He  told  a  consultation  here  sponsored 
by  the  Lord’s  Day  Alliance  of  the  United 
States  that  “during  World  War  II,  it  was 
found  that  a  seven-day  week  did  not 
increase  production.  Men  actually 
produced  less  in  seven  days,  over  the 
long  haul,  than  they  did  when  working  six 
days  and  resting  one  day. 

“The  Sabbath  is  God’s  day,”  Mr. 
Lindsell  said.  “But  Jesus  said  that  man 
was  not  made  for  the  Sabbath.  The 
Sabbath  was  made  for  man  ...  It  was 
part  of  God’s  natural  revelation  for  man 
in  nature  itself.” 


HOUSTON  (EP)  —  Another  veteran 
astronaut  has  saluted  the  flag  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  reported  for  duty. 

William  R.  Pogue  has  announced  that, 
having  been  on  the  longest  manned 
voyage  in  space,  he  wants  a  more 
challenging  assignment  and  has  turned 
to  Christian  evangelism. 

The  voyage  into  space  restored  a 
“proper  balance”  to  his  outlook  on  life, 
Pogue  told  AP  Religion  Writer  George  W. 
Cornell.  The  astronaut  has  resigned  from 
the  space  program  and  joined  High 
Flight,  an  evangelistic  organization 
founded  in  1972  by  former  astronaut 
James  B.  Irwin. 

Other  men  of  science  tell  of  similar 
spiritual  awakenings  in  space.  Martin 
Caidin,  science-fiction  novelist  who  is 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  astronauts, 


church  services,  and  these  on  a  small 
scale.  Christianity  continues  to  be 
practiced  in  some  homes,  but  to  practice 
this  or  any  religion  is  incompatible  with 
Communist  Party  membership.’  ” 

By  contrast  with  the  anti-theistic 
stance  of  the  Chinese  constitution.  Sen. 
Percy  reminded  his  audience  that 
"throughout  the  evolution  of  the 
American  spirit,  there  exists  deep 
religious  motivation.” 


mission  boards,  national  churches  and 
foreign  governments. 

Mayor  Walter  Washington  of 
Washington,  in  referring  to  this 
production,  said,  “It  would  be  sad  to 
celebrate  Christmas  and  completely 
forget  the  reason  for  celebrating.  ‘In  the 
Fullness  of  Time’  communicates  a  vital 
message  to  our  city,  this  nation,  and  even 
the  world." 

The  budget  for  this  year’s  Nativity 
drama,  $15,000,  is  covered  by  the 
donations  of  interested  persons.  "We 
want  to  return  to  the  People  of  the  United 
States  the  opportunity  to  present  the 
greatest  story  known  of  peace  and 
goodwill  to  all,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Meyers,  president  of  the  Christian 
Service  Corps. 

Locally,  the  event  is  endorsed  by 
United  Methodist,  Baptist,  Lutheran, 
Orthodox,  Presbyterian  and  Roman 
Catholic  congregations. 

The  Nativity  Scene  for  the  Christmas 
Pageant  of  Peace  is  being  sponsored  for 
the  third  consecutive  year  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Christian  Heritage  Association,  a 
private,  non-profit  group,  of  Greenbelt, 
Md. 


The  two-day  meeting  was  attended  by 
representatives  of  14  denominations 
from  15  states,  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  Canada.  Theme  of  the  consultation 
was  "The  Lord’s  Day  in  Contemporary 
Culture.” 

Franklin  Littrell,  United  Methodist 
professor  of  Religion  at  Temple 
University,  denounced  what  he  called 
"commercialization  and  vulgarization” 
of  holidays  such  as  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas;  and  the  “abuse”  of  Sunday 
by  professional  athletes. 

“With  TV  almost  universal,  com¬ 
mercialized  athletics  has  become  even 
more  arrogant  in  the  usurpation  of  the 
Sabbath  than  discount  stores,”  Dr. 
Littell  said. 

"Reading  about  the  fantastic  profit- 
taking,  hearing  about  the  way  sports¬ 
manship  is  sacrificed  to  tactics  to  win, 
sometimes  bordering  on  the  homicidal,  a 
Christian  historian  inevitably  remem¬ 
bers  the  circuses  which  centered  the 
passions  of  the  ancient  Roman  mob.” 


told  the  American  Baptist  Magazine: 

"There  has  been  a  tremendous  change, 
very  quietly,  in  the  attitude  and  the  lives 
of  the  men  who  have  gone  to  the  moon 
.  .  .  here  they  can  see  the  planet  the  way 
God  must  have  seen  it.” 

“Strange,”  Mr.  Caidin  remarked  in  the 
copyrighted  story,  “that  only  when  man 
left  his  world  could  he  see  it  for  the  first 
time.” 

Wernher  von  Braun,  father  of  the  U.S. 
rocket  and  space  program,  said  science 
and  religion  are  “sisters”  in  the  effort  to 
comprehend  the  truths  of  reality  "I  just 
can’t  envision  this  whole  universe 
coming  into  being  without  something  like 
a  divine  will,"  he  said  in  an  interview  for 
the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and 
Television  Commission. 


Methodists  in  early  America 


In  1736,  John  and  Charles  Wesley,  the  future  founders  of  Methodism,  came  from 
England  to  Georgia  as  missionaries  at  the  invitation  of  Gov.  James  Oglethorpe. 
Neither  of  the  Young  Anglican  clerics  met  with  much  success  in  their  ministries. 
Charles  is  shown  preaching  to  the  Indians  in  a  stylized  engraving  based  on  a  pain¬ 
ting  by  Mclan.  Charles  spent  only  four  months  in  the  New  World,  but  John  remained 
for  an  additional  18  month.  [Engraving  reproduced  courtesy  Kennedy  Galleries, 
New  York.] 
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New  Zealand  Methodist 
urges  a  ‘living  faith’ 


Bicentennial  Briefs 


Live  nativity  scene 
set  near  White  House 


Interfaith  meet  stresses 
benefits  of  Sabbath  day 


Astronaut  Pogue  deserts  space 
for  Christian  evangelism  field 
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Thank  you  for  the  gifts 

Throughout  the  years  the  Methodist  Children's  Home  has  depended  upon  the 
generosity  of  Louisiana  Methodists  and  other  friends  for  the  continuation  of  its 
ministry.  A  large  portion  of  financial  support  comes  from  the  two  annual  offerings, 
memorial  contributions  and  sponsorships.  However,  there  are  times  during  the  year 
when  the  Home  is  the  recipient  of  special  love  offerings  as  was  the  case  recently 
when  the  Home  was  visited  by  friends  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Alexandria. 

Mrs.  Jan  Crowell  and  four  senior  high  youth  members  visited  the  Home  on 
November  24  bringing  with  them  a  special  Thanksgiving  offering.  This  offering 
consisted  of  around  one  dozen  boxes  of  non-perishable  foodstuffs  donated  by  the 
children  and  youth  of  the  church  on  Thanksgiving  Sunday.  Also  included  was  a  cash 
contribution  from  the  adult  classes  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  meats  and  fresh 
produce  in  addition  to  money  given  by  the  Beuhler  Circle  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  to  be  used  for  sponsorship  of  a  child. 

The  Home  is  most  grateful  to  friends  such  as  these  who  continue  to  support  the 
ministry  of  the  Home.  It  is  also  nice  to  be  remembered  on  special  occasions.  Thank 
you  adults,  children  and  youth  of  First  Church  Alexandria. 


Statement  of  Mission 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  exists  in  the  community  of 
Louisiana  as  visible  declaration  of  the  Church’s  belief  in  God  and  His  message 
of  reconciliation.  The  Children’s  Home,  therefore,  has  a  commitment  to 
translate  that  belief  into  effective  means  of  providing  services  to  the  goal  of 
strengthening  individual  and  family  life. 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  an  expression  of  God’s  love  and 
concern  for  all  persons. 


MEMORIALS 

September  1975 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Fannie  Mae  Odom,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Denison 
In  Memory  of  R.  Guthrie  Jarrell,  given  by  Mary  C.  Womble 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Brumfield,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gerald  McClendon 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  Taylor  Wall,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  W.  Broussard 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Jack  Caldwell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Calwell 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Doris  Hackler,  given  by  Sister  Paul  &  nurses,  3  south,  St. 
Patrick’s  Hospital,  Lake  Charles,  LA 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Morris,  given  by  Mrs.  Meta  Boyette  &  Jim 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  McLaurin,  given  by  Scotty  &  Betty  Robertson 
In  Memory  of  Jerry  Brandon,  given  by  Betty  &  Scotty  Robertson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  F.  Young,  given  by  Daryl  L.  Gonzales  &  Charles  W. 
Cru  thirds 

In  Memory  of  Ezekial  Holland,  given  by  Screven  &  A.  W.  Thompson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  S.  H.  Cole,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  B.  Barron 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Myra  Adams,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  Charles  Long 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.H.  M.  Law,  Friends  from  Oil  City  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Viola  Babin,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Dusek 
In  Memory  of  Galen  S.  Young,  given  by  Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Farrelly 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Melvin  T.  Norman,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bozeman 
In  Memory  of  Robert  G.  Jarrell,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Golson 
In  Memory  of  Mearl  Weems,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Golson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mearl  Weems,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hester 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Allie  Belle  Frye,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Montgomery 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Robin  Neall,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wiley  B.  Gardner 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lois  Dickerson,  given  by  the  “Share  Group,’’  Winnsoboro 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ive  Lee  Brown,  given  by  the  Zwolle  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joe  Sanders,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  L.  McKnight 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clyde  C.  Nash,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tim  Allen 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Mary  Bobbitt,  given  by  Bona  H.  Fortson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lockhart,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  D.  Harris 
In  Memory  of  Daniel  McFatter,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  D.  Robinson,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  W.  R.  Craighead,  given  by  Janice  &  Jimmie  Teel 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Rush  McCarty,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ted  Wright 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Maggie  Aldy,  given  by  Mrs.  Pearl  G.  Davis 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Maggie  Aldy,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leon  Wilder 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clyde  Nash,  given  by  Johnny  Myers 

In  Memory  of  Robert  Neeles,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A,  T.  Burson 

In  Memory  of  Mamie  B.  Hearne,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  M.  Blue,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Mabry  W.  Savage,  given  by  The  Handys 

In  Memory  of  John  B.  Redditt,  Sr.,  given  by  P.  C.  Smith  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Julia  Pearce,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  M.  Cameron  &  Family 

In  Memory  of  Haynes  Warner,  given  by  Diane  &  Jim  Woods 

In  Memory  of  Sam  Kennedy,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Sr. 

October  1975 

In  Memory  of  Hiram  James  Wright,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Max  Allen 
In  Memory  of  Asa  Martin,  given  by  Mrs.  Max  Allen 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ina  Rushing,  given  by  Mrs.  Max  Allen 
In  Memory  of  John  H.  Windham,  given  by  Mrs.  Max  Allen 
In  Memory  of  John  Windham,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  Rickerson 
In  Memory  of  Hiram  James  Wright,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  Rickerson 
In  Memory  of  Asa  Martin,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  Rickerson 
In  Memory  of  Hiram  James  Wright,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  H.  Boatman 
In  Memory  of  Asa  Martin,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  H.  Boatman 
In  Memory  of  John  Windham,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Holmes  E.  Harris 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ina  Rushing,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Holmes  E.  Harris 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  C.  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Craton  &  Catherine 
In  Memory  of  Denson  Stahl,  given  by  Mrs.  Earl  Perryman 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Alma  Gaiennie,  given  by  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Women, 
Glenmora 

In  Memory  of  F.  H.  Rogers,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  M.  Denton 
In  Memory  of  Ezekial  L.  Holland,  given  by  Mrs.  Kathleen  H.  Stinson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  William  H.  Booth,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  S.  Walker 
In  Memory  of  Jim  Wright,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stewart  Walker 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Asa  Martin,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stewart  Walker 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  G.  Hussey 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Helen  Cannon,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  J.  Pierron,  Jr. 
In  Memory  of  Robert  C.  Jarrell,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  J.  Pierron,  Jr. 
In  Memory  of  Nurcelia  B.  McDougall,  given  by  Don  and  Maggie  Bickman 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  L.  W.  Richey,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  E.  Watts 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  C.  0.  Williams,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  E.  Watts 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Falk,  given  b^Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Smith,  Jr.  _ 

In  Memory  of  D.  T.  Methvin,  given  by  Mrs.  Martha  Wimberly  &  daughters 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leon  DeLoach 
In  Memory  of  T.  0.  Dollar,  given  by  The  W.  G.  Tudor  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Denson  Stahl,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  LaVelle  Perryman 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Allie  Lou  Batton,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  LaVelle  Perryman 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  James  Arnold,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  DeWitt  Henry 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  D.  E.  Wolf,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  0.  Davis 
In  Memory  of  Judge  C.  A.  Barnette,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  0.  Davis 
In  Memory  of  Clifford  0.  Williams,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  P.  S.  Gaharan,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  H.  Windham,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rufus  Rogers 
In  Memory  of  Charles  Beilis,  given  by  Ken  &  Linda  Whitam 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Drew  Dobbins,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  G.  Casey 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mita  F.  Morris,  given  by  Miss  Angelia  Williams 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  E.  L.  Walker,  given  by  Miss  Charlotte  Lewis  &  Miss  Harvye 
Lewis 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Mary  Bobbitt,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  L.  Ehrlich 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joe  Bobbitt,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  L.  Ehrlich 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ronnie  Settle,  given  by  Mrs.  Billie  McLemore 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  E.  L.  Walker,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mi±  Ben  Hoddie 
In  Memory  of  Curt  Rockhold,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  L.  Rockhold 
In  Memory  of  Emmet  Thompson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  L.  Rockhold 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ethel  Brunson  Murray,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Lobrano  & 
sons 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Celina  Braver,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gus  Theodos 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Fred  J.  Capps,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bobby  Greer 


From  the  Superintendent 


Christmas  is  Christ 
in  us  all  year 

As  we  near  the  blessed  holiday  of  Christmas, 

Our  thoughts  go  towards  the  Child  Jesus. 

He  was  born  in  a  manger,  the  Child  of  the  Lord. 

Christ  was  to  prove  that  we  are  all  children  of  the  Lord. 

That  we  are  all  brothers  and  sisters  in  Jesus. 

We  celebrate  the  birthday  of  Jesus  each  year, 

But  do  we  tend  to  forget  the  living  Christ 

In  all  of  us  each  day  —  the  Christ  who  is  born  each  waking  and 

Sleeping  minute  —  the  Christ  whose  birthday  is  every  day  of  the  year? 

Christ  is  a  part  of  us  all.  He  is  within  each 
Youngster  and  family  in  the  Children’s  Home’s  care. 

His  spirit  is  with  the  adolescent  who  lives  in  turmoil  and  strain, 

With  the  family  experiencing  stress  and  conflict. 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  truly  a 
Christian  Agency,  dedicated  to  the  healing  ministry 
As  set  forth  by  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Home’s  commitment  is  to  serve  people  in  need  — 

Our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  —  through  compassion, 
Understanding  and  skill. 

The  Children’s  Home  —  its  children  and  staff  — 

Wishes  for  you  the  Joy  of  Christmas  everyday  of  the  new  year. 

Terrel  J.  DeVille,  Superintendent 


In  Memory  of  Fred  J.  Capps,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  0.  Hearne  &  Maridene 
In  Memory  of  Fred  J.  Capps,  given  by  Marshall  &  Inez  Aswell 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  H.  Rainwater,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Garrett,  given  by  McLean  SS  Class,  Gibsland 
UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Butler,  given  by  Helen  S.  Morrow 
In  Memory  of  Keith  G.  LeBlanc,  given  by  Krotz  Springs  United  Methodist  Church 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Charlie  George,  given  by  Chatham  United  Methodist  Church 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Alton  L.  Barr,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  L.  McKnight,  Mrs. 
Mamie  Brittian,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Roy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melton  Powell,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eddie  Kirkland,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  D.  Dodd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Sexton,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bobby  McCain,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coy  Hinson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  F.  Smith,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Smith,  Mrs.  I.  T.  Parker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Stevens,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Moore 

In  Memory  of  the  deceased  members  of  the  Mill  Creek  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Saline,  Louisiana,  the  Church  gave  a  Memorial:  These  members  are  as  follows:  Mr. 
Burrell  Dison,  Mr.  C.  C.  Dison,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Dison,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Driggers, 
Mr.  Marshall  Driggers,  Miss  Molly  Driggers,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  C.  Harris,  Mr.  S.  G. 
Grant,  Mr.  T.  J.  Mitchell  &  Son,  Mrs.  Alice  Sprowls,  Mrs.  Vera  Thomas,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Frank  Riddle,  Mrs.  Allie  L.  Walker,  Mr.  D.  W.  Walker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Watts,  Mr. 
C.  D.  Watts,  Mr.  W.  0.  White 

In  Memory  of  Benjamin  Frank  Slack,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Lennard 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Harry  B.  Craton,  given  by  Ruby,  Banks  and  Aubrey  Craton 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lena  S.  Lovell,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Wilder 
In  Memory  of  Dan  Corley,  given  by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Humphries 
In  Memory  of  Mary  Roach,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manfred  Gustafson 
In  Memory  of  John  Givens,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  G.  Taylor 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  W.  Harrell  Webster,  given  by  Mrs.  Mary  Gish  Harvey 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  W.  J.  Christmas,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Mason 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Evelyn  Coppage,  given  by  Mrs.  Lola  Wilson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lessie  Griffith,  given  by  Mrs.  Aubrey  M.  Stevens,  Mrs.  George 
W.  Montgomery,  Martha  Harveston 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Fred  Gray,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter  &  Miss 
Abbie 

In  Memory  of  Leo  Crain,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  R.  Price 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Grace  Jane  Morris,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  R.  Price 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Melinda  M.  Baker,  given  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  David  T.  Caldwell 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Robert  Guy,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Moseley 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Melinda  M.  Baker,  given  by  Randy  and  Rosemary  Ewing 
In  Memory  of  Homer  V.  Cooksey,  given  by  Mrs.  D.  E.  Allred 
In  Memory  of  Robert  S.  Baker,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  K.  P.  Stafford 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Evelyn  Coppage,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunk  Smith 
In  Memory  of  Patsy  Gayle  Dowdon,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Townsend,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Myrtle  Robbins,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Howard  Bissell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Forrest,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 
In  Memory  of  Royce  Pickett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cranford 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Bryon  Pugh,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Shirley  G.  Jackson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  R.  Watts,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Shirley  G.  Jackson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Byron  Pugh,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dudley  P.  Shell 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dudley  P.  Shell 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  F.  Whatley 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Troy  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  H.  Farr 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  H.  Farr 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Byron  Pugh,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  H.  Farr 
In  Memory  of  Phillip  Reynolds,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  H.  Farr 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  T.  Crowe 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  R.  Watts,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Clyde  Swanson  &  Mrs.  A.  I. 
Talton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Denham,  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Calvert,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hawkins,  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Calvert,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Frank  Schooler,  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Calvert,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gordon  Cain,  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Calvert,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Phillips,  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Calvert,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Johnny  Hollingsworth,  given  by  Stan,  Hilma,  Morrow  &  Sally 
Cothren 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  Barr,  given  by  Mrs.  George  Files,  &  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jim 
Standley 

In  Memory  of  Donald  Whithorne,  given  by  Mr.  George  Files  &  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jim 
Standley 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Marjorie  Futrell  Patterson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  W. 
Carter 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvit  T.  Green,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Butler,  given  by  Mrs.  V.  V.  Whittington 
In  Memory  of  Carl  J.  Vaughn,  given  by  Mrs.  Ray  M.  Cooley 
In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Adm.  &  Mrs.  E.  A.  Barham 
In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  E.  Shepard 
In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Marrin  &  Leon  Carpenter 
In  Memory  of  J.  B.  Etheridge,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  E.  Lee,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  James  Hebert,  given  by  Mrs.  Mary  Reeves  &  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dick 
Brown 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  James  Hebert,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  H.  Ford 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Harvie  Belle  Hebert,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  J.  Mulhearn 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lois  McKinley,  given  by  Mrs.  Mary  Foye 
In  Memory  of  Glenn  E.  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan 
In  Memory  of  Wm.  Dan  Files,  Sr.,  given  by  Olinkraft  Forestry  Department 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Theresa  Meadows  Davis,  given  by  Jewell  &  Opal  Moore 
In  Memory  of  L.  L.  Purcell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  R.  Price 
In  Memory  of  Wm.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Judge  &  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Gladney 
In  Memory  Wm.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Victor  M.  Russell,  Jr.  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Walter  Eugene  Gripps,  given  by  Joanna  &  Roy  Houser 
In  Memory  of  A.  W.  Harvill,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  Cameron,  Allen,  III,  Mary 
&  Becky 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  B.  Roberts,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  Cameron, 
Allen,  III,  Mary  &  Becky 


Pictured  above  wrapping  Christmas  presents  for  the  children  are,  left  to  right, 
Claudia  McConnell,  Social  Service  Receptionist;  Mrs.  Metta  Hinton,  Child  Care 
Worker;  and  Mr.  Johnny  Peoples,  Director  of  Group  Activities. 


In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Floyd  Whalen,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  Cameron, 
Allen  III,  Mary  &  Becky 

In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Bacon 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Harvie  Hebert,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ball 
In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  J.  Norris 
In  Memory  of  W.  Dan  Files,  given  by  Mrs.  Carrie  Weems 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Leland  Mims,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Lorenz  Teer 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jesse  Silk  Sorey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  R.  Aycock 
In  Memory  of  George  R.  Rogers,  given  by  Palmer  SS  Class,  Gibsland  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Clarence  Hopkins,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  H.  Shaw 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joe  Swift,  given  by  Bea  Austin,  Meg  Page,  Pat  Brown,  George 
Johnson,  Irish  Henderson,  Pat  Tanner,  Allen  Jones,  Bob  Jacobs,  Ansel  Smith, 
George  Grubbs,  Gerald  Williams,  Ray  Boyd,  Ethel  Wills,  Lloyd  Voorhees,  and 
Willoughby  Thomas 

In  Memory  of  Asa  Martin,  given  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Russell,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ina  Rushing,  given  by  J.  G.  Russell,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  John  H.  Windom,  given  by  J.  G.  Russell,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Jim  Wright,  given  by  J.  G.  Russell,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Fred  Capps,  given  by  Keith  and  Helen  Yeager 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Bertha  Pierce,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  D.  Bickham 
In  Memory  of  Charles  R.  Henderson,  given  by  George  M.  Foote 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Dorothea  Brock,  given  by  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Hebert 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  R.  Garrett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  E.  Howell  & 
Maude  Rhodes 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Walter  Tucker,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Onar  Perry 
In  Memory  of  L.  E.  Smith,  given  by  Emily  Page,  Elizabeth  and  Richard 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Katie  Nettles,  given  by  Marjorie  S.  Nielsen 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  A.  D.  Bridger,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rodney  J.  Cline 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Milam 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Parker,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Stratton 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Donald,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  N.  Lipp 
In  Memory  of  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  D.  Cotton 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Glenn  E.  Laskey,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  M.  Davis,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  given  by  Cecil  Shultz  &  Miss  Rosa  Belle 

McDonald 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Carl  Reggin,  given  by  Cecil  Shultz  &  Miss  Rosa  Belle  McDonald 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  0.  D.  DeShields,  given  by  Mrs.  John  T.  Porter 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jettie  Stansbury,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Lennard 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lillian  Evans,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roy  E.  Boyd 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Chuck  Stein,  given  by  Mrs.  A.  R.  Foye 
In  Memory  of  Raymond  Palmer,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Morgan  Shaffer 
In  Memory  of  Raymond  Palmer,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  A.  Payne 
In  Memory  of  Raymond  Palmer,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  LeMoine 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gertrude  Patterson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tyrus  Pendergrass 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Donovan  C.  Browne,  given  by  Percy  &  Pat  Golson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Kale,  given  by  Rilla  &  Ausie  Grigg 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hazel  Spell,  given  by  The  Lutgring  Family 
In  Memory  of  George  R.  Galliher,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  B.  Ellison 
In  Memory  of  William  Henry  Parker,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hester 
In  Memory  of  Raymond  Palmer,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  E.  Howell  &  Maude 
Rhodes 

In  Memory  of  Glenn  Knowles,  given  by  Nesom  Memorial  UMC.  Tickfaw,  La. 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  George  Backner,  given  by  Mrs.  Louise  W.  Walker 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  A.  D.  Thomas,  given  by  Bert  Harvey,  Mae  Sizemore  &  Cleo 
McConathy 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Eddie  Sprayberry,  given  by  Mrs.  Mamie  Brittian 
In  Memory  of  W.  H.  Parker,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Louise  Dalfume 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Raymond  Palmer,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Nolte,  Jr. 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Williams,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Milam 
In  Memory  of  E.  E.  Prescott,  Jr.,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Thomas 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Larry  Dickson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  C.  Kelly 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Cora  Butler,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ball 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gertrude  R.  Patterson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gertrude  R.  Patterson,  given  by  Judy  &  John  Perritt 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hazel  Spell,  given  by  Mathilda-Dehart  Circle  of  the  Abbeville 
UMW 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  T.  Green,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  D.  Burford 
In  Memory  of  Roy  Fraser,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elgin  Norris 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Marvin  Green,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elgin  Norris 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Wray  A.  Brunson,  given  by  Mrs.  Marion  Davis 
In  Memory  of  Eleanor  Williams,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  W.  James,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  R.  F.  Patton,  given  by  John  &  Lady  Patton 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  W.  Files,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  J.  Norris 
In  Memory  of  Esther  C.  Ballard,  given  by  Margie  Anderson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Landers,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  C.  Jones 
In  Memory  of  Annie  Mae  Cantrell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  C.  Jones 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Marsdell  F.  Bailey,  given  by  Mrs.  George  Connell 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  Manning,  given  by  Mrs.  George  Connell 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sidney  B.  Evans,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  Hart,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  E.  E.  Smith,  given  by  Miss  Alma  Licchty 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Stein,  given  by  W.  J.  Colbert 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Mathilde  Marix,  given  by  Mrs.  Phillip  A.  Wilbert 
In  Memory  of  Fred  Daniels,  given  by  Holly  Grove  UMC,  Anacoco,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Eric  Smith,  given  by  Mary  Peters  Lindsey 

In  Memory  of  Clifford  Goodwill,  Sr.,  given  by  St.  James  UMC,  Marrero,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Clyde  F.  Walker,  given  by  Pat  &  Edwin  Preis 
In  Memory  of  J.  R.  Dawkins,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Gates 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gertrude  R.  Patterson,  given  by  Monroe  Office,  Prudential 
INS.  Co. 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Mathilde  Marix,  given  by  Mrs.  Jimmie  Dusek 
In  Memory  of  Elinor  Mitchell  Williams,  given  by  Faye  &  Frank  Miller 
In  Memory  of  Mont  Robert  Wright,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  D.  Regions 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lee  Roberts,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  Rogers 
In  Memory  of  Una  V.  Wells,  given  by  Mrs.  Larry  Green 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Eugene  James,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  0.  V.  White  &  Mr.  J.  W. 
Ratcliff 

In  Memory  of  Dianne  Taylor,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  D.  Whitten 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sophie  Andrews,  given  by  Stella  C.  Sessions 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  C.  Miller 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Minor,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Boyette 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Laskey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  C.  Love,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Della  Shell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kermit  M.  Simmons 
In  Memory  of  Dayton  Wilson,  given  by  Mrs.  D.  B.  Doyle 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Pankey  Thomas,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  H.  Calvin,  Sr, 
In  Memory  of  Mary  Ellen  Saxby,  given  by  Mrs.  Gasway  German 
In  Memory  of  Willet  C.  Hornsby,  given  by  Misses  Edith  &  Fannie  Hobbs 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Shell,  given  by  Nan  &  J.  0.  Davis 

In  Memory  of  Hon.  Sam  Vincent,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Donald,  Jr.  &  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  Dan  L.  Donald,  Jr. 
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This  is  the  time  of  Christ’s  birth 


Conference  youth 


First  Church  Lafayette  youth 
on  mission  Tour  December  6-7 


The  Senior  High  MYF  of  First  Church, 
Lafayette,  embarked  on  a  Mission  Tour 
to  New  Orleans  on  December  6  and  7.  The 
youth  director,  Weldon  Bares,  31  youth, 
and  their  counselors  were  guests  of 
Metairie  and  St.  Marks  Churches  for 
their  Sunday  morning  worship  services. 

The  group  presented  the  drama  “The 
Stone  Congregation,”  and  the  Alleluia 
Singers,  a  youth  choir  group  from  the 


Lafayette  Church,  presented  special 
music. 

On  Saturday  the  group  visited  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital,  and  were  led 
on  a  tour  of  the  institution  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Mayo,  Superintendent. 

Also,  as  guest  of  the  Rev.  Richard  C. 
Hebert  of  Metairie-St.  Marks,  the  group 
were  introduced  to  the  program  and 
services  of  St.  Marks  Community  Center. 


Evangelism:  God's  work  area 


By  BRUCE  BLAKE 

(Editor's  Note:  Throughout  the  year 
we  have  been  running  articles  which 
point  up  the  Jurisdictional  emphasis  on 
Evangelism.  This  week  we  carry  another 
in  the  series.) 

God’s  good  news  (evangel)  can  be 
experienced  when  ...  a  Seminar  is  held 
for  youth  and  their  parents;  when  church 
persons  reach  out  in  social  concern  to 
feed  the  hungry  and  assist  those  without 
medical  attention;  when  persons  of  one 
denomination  open  themselves  to  per¬ 
sons  of  other  denominations  in 
ecumenical  relationships;  when  persons 
gather  to  worship  or  learn;  and  when 
persons  commit  themselves  in  terms  of 
their  time,  talent  and  resources  for 
support  of  the  Institutional  Church. 

In  other  words,  evangelism  is  more 
than  a  separate  work  area  in  the  local 
church.  It  is  God’s  work  throughout  the 
local  church.  The  possibility  of 
evangelism  must  be  incorporated  into 
every  function  of  the  local  church's 
mission  and  ministry.  Unless  every  event 
in  the  local  church  is  planned  with  the 
expectation  and  possibility  of  God’s  good 
news  being  experienced  we  have  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  trying  to  control  God’s  good 
news  by  selecting  where  it  will  be  experi¬ 
enced;  for  example,  in  “our  evangelism 
program.” 

To  structure  evangelism  as  a  separate 
function  and  work  area  in  the  local 
church  has  been  beneficial  in  lifting  up 
evangelism  as  a  priority.  However  there 
"  has  been  an  unfortunate  result  in  that 
evangelism  has  been  separated  from  the 
total  Ministry  and  Mission  of  the  church. 
Often  evangelism  has  been  planned  in 
certain  events  rather  than  expected  in 
every  event  of  the  local  church. 

Evangelism  is  not  a  separate  function. 


It  is  a  possibility  throughout  the  total 
ministry  and  mission  of  the  local  church. 
Basic  to  this  is  the  understanding  that  the 
author  and  power  of  the  good  news 
(evangel)  is  God.  As  persons  we  par¬ 
ticipate  with  God  by  having  a  sense  of 
expectation  and  hope  that  God’s  good 
news  will  be  experienced.  It  is  important 
to  provide  the  context  in  which  God’s 
good  news  can  be  experienced 
throughout  the  church’s  ministry  and 
mission  instead  of  planning  for  that 
experience  only  the  “Evangelism  Sec¬ 
tor.” 

We  can  make  plans  to  educate,  to 
enable  church  members  to  become 
responsible  stewards,  to  be  socially 
concerned,  to  be  in  mission,  to  worship, 
and  to  be  involved  in  Ecumenical  en¬ 
deavors.  These  are  our  work  areas. 
However  to  assume  that  we  can  make 
plans  for  evangelism  in  the  same  way  is 
bordering  on  attempting  to  make  plans 
for  God.  Evangelism  is  God’s  work  area. 
What  local  church  leaders  must  do  is  to 
expect  God’s  work  (evangelism) 
throughout  all  of  our  work. 

This  understanding  has  theological 
integrity.  It  gives  room  for  God  to  work. 
(This  work  area  belongs  to  God.)  It  has 
ecclesiastical  integrity  in  that  it  makes 
clear  the  distinction  between  God’s 
action  and  our  participation.  It  has 
personal  integrity  for  it  allows  persons  to 
do  what  we  can  do  —  plan  the  settings  in 
which  God's  good  news  can  be  ex¬ 
perienced  —  without  succumbing  to  the 
temptation  of  playing  God  by  controlling 
when  and  where  God’s  good  news  can  be 
experienced.  It  is  exciting  when  the  total 
church  program  incorporates  the 
possibility  of  evangelism.  This  sense  of 
expectation  for  evangelism  can  pervade 
our  total  program. 


,*a:- 


Lafayette  group  boarding  the  bus  for  their  mission  tour. 


winter  retreat 
is  Feb.  6-8,  1976 


Scott  Church  recipient 
of  lOOO  Club  gift 


Dr.  D.L.  Dykes  to  participate 
in  CRS  Clinic  in  Dallas 


When  this  newspaper  arrives  in  your 
homes  this  week,  the  Day  of  Christmas, 
in  all  probability,  will  have  passed. 
However,  we  received  these  pictures  on 
the  very  days  when  we  were  preparing 
this  edition,  and  because  it  is  Christmas, 
and  because  they  do  help  to  convey  so 
very  well  the  meaning  of  Christmas,  we 
are  publishing  them  here. 


This  notation  accompanied  the 
photographs:  “These  are  a  few  of  the 
scenes  around  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles  which  help  bring 
the  real  Spirit  of  Christmas  to  our 
hearts.”  Left  to  right  and  top  to  bottom  - 
outdoor  Advent  wreath;  Chrismons  tree; 
ceramic  nativity  scene;  and  sanctuary 
banners.  The  Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  is 


Pastor. 

In  all  of  our  United  Methodist  Churches 
in  the  Conference  we  are  confident  that  a 
similar  spirit  and  celebration  has  been 
taking  place.  We  are  grateful  to  the  Lake 
Charles  Church  for  sharing  these 
Christmas  scenes. 


One  of  the  joyful  themes  of  the  Advent 
Season  is  that  Jesus  Christ  was  born  to 
save  mankind  from  death.  The  Winter 
Retreat  of  the  Conference  Youth  has  as 
its  theme  “Out  of  Darkness:  A  Study  of 
the  Meaning  of  Christ’s  Death,”  and  this 
retreat  will  be  held  February  6-8  at  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Camp. 

William  D.  Peeples,  Pastor  of  St. 
John’s  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is  Dean  of 
;the  Retreat,  with  Bruce  Hearn  and  Marty 
Fulmer  of  Baton  Rouge  serving  on  the 
Design  Team.  A  full  weekend  has  been 
scheduled  for  Mid  and  Senior  High  Youth 
of  the  Conference.  The  quota  is  10  per 
district,  and  registration  blanks  should 
be  available  in  your  pastor’s  office  the 
first  week  in  January. 

The  weekend  will  include  a  dialogue  on 
the  role  and  responsibilities  with  the 
dying,  the  funeral  and  after  care  of  the 
living.  Presenting  the  dialogue  will  be: 
Dr.  Bill  Matthews,  of  McNeese 
University;  Mr.  John  Bergstadt,  an 
attorney  and  member  of  First  Church; 
and  the  Rev.  Pete  Harrington,  Pastor  of 
St,  Luke’s  Church,  Lake  Charles. 

Some  of  the  topics  to  be  considered 
include:  “Til  Death  Do  Us  Part;” 
“Coming  to  Terms  with  Death;”  “Why 
Did  Jesus  Die;”  and  “Life,  Death, 
Immortality  and  Resurrection.”  These 
will  be  led  by  various  ministers  and  lay 
persons  of  the  Conference. 

Also  during  the  weekend  there  will  be  a 
Ball,  a  Watch,  and  a  Wake.  These  events, 
with  worship  and  fellowship  time  will 
provide  a  Christian  experience  for  all 
attending. 


The  Rev.  W.  C.  August,  Pastor  of  Scott 
Church,  in  the  Port  Allen  community, 
has  informed  this  newspaper  of  a  gift 
from  the  1000  Club  in  the  amount  of 
$8,905.02.  The  check  was  presented  last 
fall  by  O.  W.  Marrs  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
Crichlow,  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District. 

In  commenting  on  the  gift,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  August  noted  “.  .  .  the 


Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes 

D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  is  one  of 
four  resource  leaders  from  across  the 
Southwest  presenting  the  VIDEO 
PULPIT  at  the  annual  Church  Resource 
Systems  Communication  Clinic  in 
Dallas,  Jan.  6-8. 

Dr.  Dykes  will  make  a  presentation 
detailing  the  video  Sunday  School  of  First 
Church  at  the  Clinic’s,  Wednesday.  Jan. 
7,  luncheon  in  the  Holiday  Inn  Downtown, 
Dallas. 

Walter  L.  Underwood,  Ft.  Worth,  Fred 


Vazquez,  San  Antonio,  and  Dan  Steere, 
Houston,  are  the  other  three  VIDEO 
PULPIT  resource  leaders. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  one  of  27 
annual  conferences  in  the  nation  that 
comprise  the  CRS  membership.  CRS 
provides  local  churches  in  the  annual 
conferences  discount  prices  on  recom¬ 
mended  church  school  instructional 
equipment,  a  consultation  -  referral 
service  and  a  videocassette  lending 
library,  in  addition  to  the  annual  CRS 
Communications  Clinic.  CRS  operates 
under  the  Media  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council 
headquartered  in  Dallas. 

M.  Franklin  Dotts,  Nashville  executive 
secretary  for  United  Methodist 
curriculum,  will  head  a  session  in  the 
Clinic  titled:  “Adapting  Ongoing 
Curriculum  to  the  Learning  Center 
Approach  to  Education.” 

Tom  Nankervis,  Nashville,  Consultant 
for  United  Methodist  Communication 
Education,  instructs  four  different 
sessions:  Multiscreen  Techniques, 
Super-8  Motion  Picture  Production, 
Audio-Tape  Editing,  and  Isolating 
Resources. 

Designed  for  the  pastor,  the  Christian 
educator,  the  local  church  layperson  and 
the  district  leadership,  the  annual  Clinic 
features  more  than  fifteen  different 
“learning  modules”  permitting  regis¬ 
trants  to  build  their  own  three-day 
curriculum  from  a  variety  of  self  con¬ 
tained  subject  areas. 

Full-time  registration  is  $40  00  and 
part-time  registration  is  $10.00,  for  each 
of  eight  sessions.  Contact  CRS  Com¬ 
munications  Clinic,  P.  O.  Box  990,  Dallas 
TX.  75221  -  (214  )  744-0345. 


Pastor,  officers  and  members  of  Scott 
are  most  appreciative  ...  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  .  .  .  Your  gift  has 
meant  much  to  us  in  that  it  reassured  us 
of  your  love  and  concern  .  .  .  as  we  try  to 
serve  the  community  of  Port  Allen  ...” 


The  accompanying  picture  shows  the 
Reverend  August  receiving  the  check 
from  Mr.  Marrs. 


Bishop's  Message 

Last  summer  there  was  convened  in  Denver  the  40th  International  Con¬ 
vention  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Some  of  the  quotes  from  addresses  delivered 
are  interesting. 

Alcohol  is  the  worst  drug  problem  for  American  teenagers  and  will  remain 
that  way  as  long  as  drinking  is  given  a  positive  image,  a  psychiatrist  told  the 
40th  International  Convention  of  AA. 

“Youths  know  drinking  is  legal,”  said  Dr.  William  Rader  of  Long  Beach, 
California,  “and  they  may  have  alcohol  in  their  own  homes.  But  the  dangers  of 
it  are  terrific.” 

"We’re  seeing  12-year-olds  in  AA.  Just  think  about  what  that  means.” 

Rader  said  advertising  about  alcohol  and  the  fact  that  some  parents  feel  good 
that  their  youngsters  drink  instead  of  taking  dope  encouraged  teenage  drinking. 

“It’s  like  these  pop  and  fruit-flavored  wines  you  see  in  television  com¬ 
mercials,  for  example,”  he  said,  “or  the  drinks  that  are  supposed  to  be 
sophisticated  or  manly.” 

"That’s  all  psychological  bologna.  It  makes  no  difference  if  you’re  drinking 
wine  or  whisky.  The  alcohol  is  still  there.” 

He  said  there  were  half  a  million  teenagers  in  the  United  States  that  were 
alcoholics  but  many  of  the  teens’  families  refused  to  acknowledge  a  problem 
exists. 

“But  the  fact  remains  that  it  does  lead  to  death,"  he  said.  Alcoholism  is  a 
terminal  disease.  It  affects  every  organ  in  the  body,  and  has  the  psychological 
and  social  effects  as  well.” 

“A  teenager  can  become  an  alcoholic  in  10  months,  while  it  might  take  10 
years  for  an  adult,”  he  said. 

This  certainly  is  something  for  people  to  ponder,  though  we’ll  be  called  “blue¬ 
nosed”  for  mentioning  it. 


Belle  Chasse  Men’s  Club  helps  children 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Belle  Chasse  Church  have  many  worthwhile  projects 
and  one  of  them  is  supplying  beds  and  other  needed  items  for  the  children  at  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans.  Some  of  the  group  are  shown  here  when 
they  visited  the  Home  recently  and  met  with  Superintendent,  the  Rev.  William 
Mayo. 


Rev.  B.J.  Hayn  es  dies 

The  Rev.  B.  J.  Haynes,  74,  retired 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  in  Shreveport  on  December  14,  after 
a  brief  illness. 

A  native  of  Chaneyville,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Haynes  was  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Shreveport,  and  his  last  pastorate  before 
retiring  was  the  Fairfield-Jewella 
Charge. 

Wynn  Memorial  gains 

Welcoming  Miss  Promela  Chatterjee, 
who  transferred  her  membership  from 
the  Delhi  Methodist  Church  to  Wynn 
Memorial,  are  Harry  Lowrey,  Chairman 
of  the  Administrative  Board,  and  Mrs. 
Jewell  Baker,  sponsor  for  Miss  Chat¬ 
terjee.  Miss  Chatterjee  is  from  Delhi, 
and  when  the  Rev.  Harold  Longfellow, 
Pastor  of  Wynn  made  a  trip  to  India  in 
1974,  she  was  among  the  people  whom  he 
met.  Miss  Chatterjee  is  now  living  and 
working  in  Shreveport. 


in  Shreveport 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Virginia  Wallace  Haynes,  of  Shreveport; 
a  daughter,  Mrs.  Julia  L.  Wilson  of  San 
Diego,  Calif.;  a  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  Hall  of 
Shreveport;  five  grandchildren  and 
seven  great-grandchildren. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a 
member  of  the  St.  James  Church  in 
Shreveport. 


member  from  India 


Baton  Rouge  District  to  hold  Lab 


School  for  Church  School  teachers 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  Laboratory 
School  for  church  school  teachers  of 
children  has  been  set  for  the  weekend  of 
January  23-25,  1976.  Mrs.  John  O.  Cook, 
director,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow, 
district  superintendent,  have  announced 
that  registrations  must  be  in  by 
December  29. 

This  leaders-in-training  experience 
will  take  place  at  the  Broadmoor  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge,  and  registrations  are 
being  accepted  by  Mrs.  George  James, 
9849  Regency,  Baton  Rouge  70815.  A  fee 
of  $5  should  accompany  each 
registration.  A  spokesman  for  the  school 
notes  that  pre-registration  is  necessary 
because  there  is  a  minimum  and  a 
maximum  number  allowed  in  each  of  the 
five  classes.  Classes  begin  at  6:30  P.M. 
on  Friday,  January  23  and  continue  at  9 
A.M.  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Par¬ 
ticipants  are  expected  to  attend  all 
sessions  to  achieve  the  greatest  value. 


Classroom  situations,  with  children 
participating,  will  be  part  of  the 
laboratory  school  on  both  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  and  an  outstanding  roster  of 
teachers  has  been  listed. 

These  include:  Elaine  M.  Ward, 
Director  of  Children’s  Ministries  for  the 
University  Park  UM  Church,  Dallas. 
Texas;  Gayle  Hardaway,  a  staff  member 
of  the  North  Texas  Conference  Councils; 
Esther  Zimmerman,  Program  Assistant 
at  the  New  World  UM  Church,  Garland, 
Texas  and  program  and  education 
consultant;  Johnie  Cordell,  Coordinator 
of  Children’s  Ministries  at  the  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.  First  UM  Church  and 
consultant  for  children's  ministries  for 
the  N.  Alabama  Conference;  and  Dorliss 
Glass.  Chairman  of  the  Division  of 
Children’s  Ministries  for  the  North  Texas 
Conference,  and  teacher  and  family 
ministries  coordinator  of  the  Chapel  Hill 
UMC  in  Dallas. 


Shown  here  is 
Elaine  M.  Ward, 
one  of  the  leaders  in 
the  Baton  Rouge 
District  Laboratory 
School.  In  addition 
to  her  respon¬ 
sibilities  at 
University  Park 
Church  in  Dallas, 
she  is  co-author  oj 
the  church  school 
literature  to  be 
used  for  the  nur¬ 
sery  classes  at  the 
School. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorials 


Here  I  Stand 


DECEMBER  26, 1975 


1976:  A  year  of  overwhelming  potential  What  are  the  ‘limits 9  of  pluralism? 

Here  I  stand 9  but  a  bit  confused 


A  year  ago  in  the  special  year-end  news 
summary  issue  of  TM/  UMR  we 
reflected  on  the  “lack  of  big  news”  in 
1974 

In  a  listing  of  things  that  “did  not 
happen  in  1974”  we  included  the 
following: 

(1)  “No  one  made  any  uncomfortable 
demands  on  the  consciences  of  the 
general  membership.” 

(2)  “Few  issues  stimulated  wide¬ 
spread  response”  and  “no  program  was 
initiated  which  brought  forth  wrath  from 
the  denomination’s  right-wingers,  left¬ 
wingers  or  plentiful  middle." 

Such  a  commentary  cannot  be  made 
about  1975.  Unlike  1974,  the  issues  were 
present  in  abundance,  the  demands  were 
made,  and  the  response  poured  out.  With 
General  Conference  just  around  the 
comer,  the  year  presented  a  “sneak 
preview"  of  what  may  lie  ahead  when 
that  quadrennial  session  begins  in  late 
April. 

•  The  world  hunger  issue  came  into 
focus  as  a  church-wide  priority  in  1975. 
Church  persons  responded  with  record 
setting  donations  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  but  it  became 
obvious  midway  through  the  year  that 
world  hunger  would  not  be  void  of  con¬ 
troversy. 

With  the  development  of  a  church-wide 
program  designed  to  attack  the  “root 
causes”  of  hunger,  churchpersons  in  1976 
will  be  asked  to  contribute  to  a  different 
kind  of  hunger  fight.  Although  direct  aid, 
immediate  relief  will  be  a  part  of  the 
program,  a  much  greater  portion  will  go 
to  the  less  emotional  task  of  working  on 
some  long  term  solutions.  The  question  of 
how  much  America’s  wealth  is 
responsible  for  the  rest  of  the  world’s 
poverty  will  undoubtedly  become  a  point 
of  frequent  and  heated  debate. 

•  Homosexuality  and  the  way  the 
church  views  it  became  the  emotional 
issue  in  1975.  From  the  debate  over 
homosexuality  has  emerged  a  proposal 
that  the  whole  area  of  human  sexuality 
be  studied  by  the  denomination. 
Regardless  of  how  General  Conference 
deals  with  this  issue  in  1976,  it  is  nearly 
certain  to  continue  to  be  hotly  argued 
throughout  the  coming  year. 

•  United  Methodism  has  in  its 
membership  more  ethnic  minority 
persons  than  any  other  white-majority 
denomination.  The  decline  in  strength 
within  these  minority  United  Methodist 
churches,  however,  emerged  in  1975  as 
an  immediate  issue.  The  crisis  in  these 
Black,  Hispanic,  Asian-American,  and 
Native  American  churches  was  named 
an  emergency  priority  of  the  church  by 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

Many  ethnic  minority  persons  in  the 
church  say  that  1976  will  be  the  year  in 
which  they  find  out  whether  the  white 

Star  still  shines 
for  us  to  follow 

Christmas  Day  has  come  and  gone 
again. 

By  New  Year’s  Day  the  decorations 
will  be  down  and  the  tree  will  be  stripped 
and  made  ready  for  the  garbage.  The 
star  that  glowed  brightly  at  its  top  will  be 
back  in  the  closet  with  the  other  or¬ 
naments  —  awaiting  next  year. 

For  most  Americans  —  for  most  of  the 
world  —  Christmas  is  over.  It  was  a  time 
of  excitement  for  many  and  a  time  of 
goodwill  for  some,  but  it  is  over. 

For  Christians,  however,  Christmas  is 
just  beginning.  Although  the  ornament 
from  the  top  of  the  tree  may  go  back  to 
the  closet,  the  Star  will  continue  to  shine. 
It  symbolizes  the  journey  first  accepted 
by  the  Wise  men  —  a  journey  which  no 
living  person  ever  completes.  It  is  the  pil¬ 
grimage  of  faith  in  which  the  child  Jesus 
becomes  the  living  Chrsit  in  our  lives. 

There  is  no  greater  prayer  for  the 
world  than  that  more  of  humanity  begin 
that  journey.  There  is  no  greater  hope  for 
the  world  than  that  those  of  us  who  have 
begun  it  keep  our  eyes  on  the  star. 
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majority  is  really  interested  in  a 
racially/  culturally  inclusive  church  or 
merely  wants  “tokens.”  The  process  of 
answering  that  question  in  1976  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  involve  a  struggle  within  both 
the  majority  and  minority  segments  of 
our  church. 

At  the  conclusion  of  last  year’s 
editorial  about  the  calmness  that  was 
1974,  we  said  that  churchpersons  should 
not  long  for  either  the  tranquil  or  the 
turbulent,  but  should  simply  hope  that 


the  church  finds  itself  always  in  the 
forefront  of  "wherever  the  action  is.” 
The  church  found  itself  there  in  1975  and 
indications  are  that  it  will  be  there  again 
in  1976. 

The  test  in  1976  will  not  be  simply  in  the 
identification  of  issues,  but  rather  in  the 
handling  of  them.  Where  1975  pricked  our 
conscience,  1976  can  bring  forth  our  deed. 
In  the  midst  of  controversy  the  task  will 
not  be  easy,  but  the  opportunity  has 
overwhelming  potential. 


By  LARRY  EISENBERG 

I’d  like  to  take  a  firm  position  on  my 
own  two  feet  like  Martin  Luther  and  say, 
“Here  I  stand!”  That  is,  on  the  issue  of 
how  “pluralistic”  the  United  Methodist 
Church  can  be  on  matters  of  faith  and 
still  not  lose  its  character.  But  I’m  just 
not  that  sure. 

The  issues  was  pointed  up  for  me  two 
summers  ago  when,  after  some  six  hours 
of  intensive  interchange  with  a  real 
sharp,  personable,  contemporary  United 
Methodist  minister,  I  said  “Judd  (not  his 
name),  from  what  you’re  telling  me  your 
working  theology  must  be  close  to  that  of 
a  Hindu!" 

Judd  paused  a  moment,  grinned  and 
said  slowly,  “Yeah!  Yeah!  That’s  just 
about  right.  Yeah!” 

“Then,  Judd,”  I  went  on.  “If  you’re 
Hindu  in  your  beliefs,  how  can  you  ask 
the  questions  Methodist  ministers  do  of 
those  coming  for  baptism,  membership 
and  communion?” 

He  reflected,  “Larry,  that  isn’t  too 
hard.  I  just  consider  how  we’ve  regarded 
these  questions  historically  and  ask  them 
once  again!” 

Back  at  the  church  I  looked  them  up, 
these  questions  that  are  so  very  current 
and  contemporary.  They’re  not  very 
Hindu !  Through  them  we  say  we 
Methodists  believe  in:  God  the  Father, 
Jesus  His  only  Son,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
“giver  of  life.”  We  believe  in  in¬ 
tercessory  prayer  by  the  church  as  the 
“household  of  faith”  who  are  to 
strengthen  each  other  by  ordering  our 
lives  after  Christ.  We  believe  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ  and  pledge  our 
allegiance  to  it,  in  keeping  God’s  will  and 
commandments,  in  a  church  preserved 
to  the  end  of  time  for  worship,  ad¬ 
ministration  of  Word  and  sacrament,  in 
Christian  fellowship,  discipline  and  in  the 
conversion  of  the  world.  We  profess  the 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


What  does  ‘Biblical  tithe’  mean? 


To  the  Editor: 

It  was  certainly  a  blessing  for  me  to 
read  a  recent  letter  to  you  concerning  the 
biblical  tithe  (“Biblical  tithe  is  not  fair 
for  everyone,”  TM/  UMR,  Dec.  12). 

I  am  a  Christian  tax  accountant,  and  I 
have  prepared  returns  for  many  dif¬ 
ferent  types  of  people  including 
ministers.  As  stated  in  the  previous 
letter,  the  biblical  tithe  is  ten  per  cent  of 
a  family’s  income,  but  what  is  the 
definition  of  a  “family’s  income?”  I  am 
convinced  that  the  ten  percent  should 
come  off  the  top.  However,  if  an  in¬ 
dividual  grosses  $150  but  clears  $100  after 
taxes,  then  he  can  only  give  ten  percent 
of  his  take  home  pay.  How  can  he  give  ten 
percent  of  something  he  never  had? 
Therefore,  I’m  defining  a  family’s  in¬ 
come  as  “spendable  income”  or  “take 
home  pay.” 

To  prevent  any  misunderstanding, 
those  who  give  ten  percent  of  what  they 
do  not  have,  certainly  must  be  considered 
“second  mile  givers”  and  will  surely  be 
blessed  accordingly. 

In  summation,  however,  the  Bible 
says,  “Everyone  must  make  up  his  own 
mind  as  to  how  much  he  should  give”  (2 
Cor.  9:7,  Living  Bible). 

Luther  J.  Nichols 
Martinsburg,  West  Virginia 

Tithing  formula  offered 

To  the  Editor: 

We  have  these  words  in  Haggai, 
Chapter  1,  Verses  5  and  6:  “Now 
therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts; 
Consider  your  ways.  Ye  have  sown  much, 
and  bring  in  little;  ye  eat, but  ye  have  not 
enough;  ye  drink,  but  ye  are  not  filled 
with  drink;  ye  clothe  you,  but  there  is 
none  warm ;  and  he  that  earneth  wages 
earneth  wages  to  put  it  into  a  bag  of 
holes.” 

Although  Christians  in  this  dispen¬ 
sation  of  grace  are  not  under  the  law,  and 
hence  are  not  required  by  law,  as  the 
Jews  were,  to  tithe  ten  percent  of  their 
income,  let’s  be  like  the  Baptists  and  call 
ten  percent  “God’s  minimum  standard  of 
giving.” 

Try  this:  divide  your  annual  gross 
salary  into  52  equal  parts,  take  ten 
percent  of  the  weekly  gross,  and  give  that 
amount  this  week.  If  you  are  still  eating 
and  meeting  your  bills,  give  that  amount 
next  week.  Continue  to  do  so,  and  see  if 
God  will  not  “open  to  you  the  windows  of 
heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that 
there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive 
it.” 

God  may  not  pour  out  material 
blessings,  but  the  spiritual  blessings  will 
be  such  that  you  will  no  longer  need  some 
of  the  material  things  you  thought  you 
needed  before  you  started  giving  ten 
percent.  However,  the  real  blessings 
come  when  you  get  up  to  15  or  20  percent. 

It  works  this  way :  the  old  car  looks  as 
good  as  new;  the  less  expensive  house 
becomes  a  decent  place  to  live;  the  more 
expensive  clothes  no  longer  seem 
necessary;  your  shoes,  pants,  socks  and 
underwear  will  last  longer;  and  all  the 
“wants”  you  once  had  will  just  disap¬ 
pear,  and  you  will  have  a  new  ap¬ 
preciation  for  what  you  already  have. 

Try  it  —  you’ll  like  it. 

Tom  N.  Limbaugh 
Auburndale,  Florida 

WCC  report  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  Dec.  12  report  on  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  entitled 
“Fragmentation  frustrates  Assembly 
delegates.”  Even  though  the  headline  on 
the  article  is  negative,  your  outline  and 
discussion  of  the  three  themes  regarding 
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unity-within-diversity  were  positive. 

Your  comments  are  helpful  to  those  of 
us  who  experience  the  church  primarily 
through  the  local  congregation,  because 
they  help  us  see  the  larger  picture,  the 
dimension  of  the  “holy,  catholic  church.” 
Thanks  for  painting  with  a  large,  clear 
brush. 

Eugene  A.  Shoemaker 
Topeka,  Kansas 

Use  of  horrible9  word 
protested  by  reader 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  dismayed  and  horrified  by  your 
use  of  one  word  in  the  December  12  issue 
of  TM/  UMR  —  the  item  describing  the 
resignation  of  Jane  Mills  Reed  from  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Although  I  realize  that  in  our  harsh 
society  we  hear  it  every  day,  the  word 
“fired”  has  no  place  in  a  Christian 
publication.  It  is  a  cruel,  unkind  word 
with  built-in  animosity.  It  suggests  a 
violent  scene.  Why  can’t  the  calm  words 
“discharged"  or  “released”  be  used,  as 
they  formerly  were  when  honorable 
persons  continued  to  respect  each  other’s 
dignity  in  any  situation? 

There  is  not  a  shred  of  love  in  the  word 
“fired.” 

Harry  L.  Wynn 
Derry,  Pennsylvania 

Sometimes  God  has 
a  different  door  in  mind 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  share  some  response  I 
felt  to  the  “Here  I  Stand”  article  of 
November  28,  1975:  “Minister’s  Love  for 
Church  Lost  Glitter.” 

The  minister’s  negative  feelings  have 
resulted  from  the  fact  that  he  cannot  find 
a  job  for  a  Minister  of  Education  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

If  all  doors  really  are  shut  to  such  a 
possibility,  as  the  article  implies,  this 
may  mean  that  God’s  spirit  is  moving  in 
a  new  way,  and  the  minister’s  talents  are 
to  be  employed  through  secular  chan¬ 
nels.  What  an  exciting  challenge!  This  is 
certainly  no  reason  to  be  down  on  the 
church. 

If  only  the  doors  at  a  salary  level  which 
the  minister  feels  he  has  a  right  to 
command  are  closed,  then  the  minister 
ought  to  look  at  himself  to  ask  what  his 
objectives  really  are.  While  a  person 
might  begin  to  feel  down  on  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  legitimate  ex¬ 
pression  of  Christ’s  church  for  other 
reasons,  this  one  hardly  seems  adequate. 

I  would  encourage  the  minister  to  trust 
the  Lord’s  leading  and  let  him  do  His 
work  through  the  minister. 

While  writing,  I  might  also  add  a 
response  to  the  “priest-or-prophet” 
dialogue.  Both  of  these  roles  are  set 
within  the  context  of  the  Law.  Why 


Christian  faith  as  contained  in  the 
Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  You  re-read  them! 

Before  we  parted,  Judd  wistfully 
remarked,  “I  wonder  if  I’ll  ever  be  back 
theologically  to  where  I  was  once?” 
(That  was  the  day  when  he  believed  as 
these  questions  indicate  that  the  church 
does.) 

Is  there  anything  “given”  in  a 
pluralistic  church?  India  Bishop  Lesslie 
Newbigin  once  told  of  a  village  in  India 
seeking  a  common  prayer  to  be  used  by 
all.  They  proposed  an  eclectic  approach 
to  the  Christian  Lord’s  Prayer,  but  with  a 
phrase  dropped  here  and  a  modification 
there.  “Then  we  can  all  pray  it 
together!”  Non-Christians  were  amazed 
at  the  “rigidity”  of  Christians  who  said, 
“What  is  here  is  an  irreducible  minimum 
for  us!” 

As  one  who  in  his  spiritual  pilgrimage 
has  moved  from  an  unexamined  faith  to  a 
Unitarian  position  to  a  Trinitarian  one,  I 
am  grateful  to  the  pluralistic  Methodist 
Church  for  not  letting  me  go.  I  had  a  hard 
time  with  the  divinity  of  Christ,  the 
resurrection  —  you  name  it.  Mine  was  a 


faith  of  reason,  tradition,  experience  and 
Scripture,  I  suppose,  and  I’m  proud  of  the 
inclusive  spirit  of  love  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  that  does  bind  us 
together. 

But  I  keep  getting  an  uneasy  feeling 
that  God  is  not  pleased  with  our  being 
“pluralistic”  if  this  means  that  we  offer 
in  the  guise  of  Christianity  a  least- 
common-denominator  religion  that 
implies  “it  doesn’t  matter  what  you 
believe,  as  long  as  you  believe 
something.”  I’m  not  for  starting  a 
theological  witch  hunt  —  smoking  out 
heretics  and  burning  them  at  the  state 
(Lord,  be  merciful  to  me,  a  sinner!).  But 
are  there  outer  limits  to 
“pluralisticism?”  I’d  honestly  like  to 
hear  from  you!  Where  do  you  stand. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Larry  Eisenberg,  is  a  pastor  of  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Altus, 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Broken  apprehensions  reveal 
f^j^rays  of  hope  for  the  world 


should  we  go  back  to  the  Law  when  we 
have  once  received  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ?  There  we  hear  of  apostles, 
prophets,  evangelists,  pastors  and 
teachers,  and  there  is  some  indication 
that  the  prophets  tended  towards 
disorderly,  unprofitable  conduct,  while 
the  role  of  the  apostle  seems  to  be  close  to 
what  we  might  term  evangelist. 
Rejecting  any  proselytizing  connotation, 
we  ought  to  accept  the  evangelist  model 
which  proclaims  the  full  message  of  the 
gospel  and  challenges  people  to  join 
themselves  to  it  through  faith.  I  would 
emphasize  the  full-gospel  concept  which 
involves  commitment  to  Christian  action 
as  well  as  spiritual  devotion  and  study; 
and  I  would  emphasize  the  expression  of 
an  invitation  to  others  to  join  the  cause  of 
Jesus  Christ  through  faith. 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  share 
my  views. 

Carl  Arthur 
Greenfield,  Indiana 

Church's  stance  was 
‘ without  redemption’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  surprised  at  the  action  of  the 
Administrative  Board  of  the  Loveland, 
Colorado  Trinity  Church  (TM/  UMR, 
Dec.  5).  It  represents  a  “conservative” 
point  of  view,  but  not  “theologically”  so. 
Nowhere  did  I  notice  an  evangelical 
awareness  of  the  world’s  needs  as  they 
are  today.  It  didn’t  sound  “biblical”  to 
me.  This  sounds  like  other  instances  I’ve 
known  where  church  leadership  was 
misled  by  reactionary  literature. 

I’m  surprised,  too,  at  the  retaliatory 
spirit.  If  there  is  anything  redemptive  in 
this  action,  I  can’t  find  it  in  the  Gospels. 
It’s  sad  but  true  —  this  kind  of  action 
usually  has  long-lasting  conseqyences, 
even  repercussions,  in  a  local  church. 

Everett  C.  Schneider 
Sacramento,  California 

(‘Servanthood'>  article 
was  of  great  interest 
To  the  Editor: 

I  find  your  publication  indispensible  to 
being  an  informed  United  Methodist. 
Every  issue  contains  articles  of  interest, 
and  the  variety  of  theological  and  social 
viewpoints  in  our  church  are  well- 
represented. 

Your  recent  article  “U.M.  Judge 
spreads  ‘servanthood’  ”  (TM/  UMR, 
Nov.  28)  was  of  particular  interest  to  me. 

I  presented  this  article  to  our  local 
church  Commission  on  Christian  Social 
Concerns  and  it  was  well  received.  “The 
Society  of  St.  Stephen”  appears  to  be  the 
answer  to  a  need  in  our  local  church  to 
get  involved. 

Donald  A.  Diestel 
Susanville,  California 


I  must  confess  that  I  felt  somewhat 
apprehensive  last  month  when  Dottie  and 
I  left  for  Nairobi,  Kenya  to  attend  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  Fifth 
Assembly. 

Kenya,  I  had  read,  attained  in¬ 
dependence  in  1963  after  centuries  of 
being  controled  by  white  foreigners, 
most  recently  the  British.  Independence 
and  native  rule  were  attained  only  after 
years  of  struggle. 

Of  course,  we  would  be  in  the  company 
of  other  Christians  from  around  the 
world.  But  as  persons  with  white  faces, 
we  knew  we  would  be  in  an  uncustomary 
“minority”  position.  It  was  difficult  not 
to  expect  that  we  would  be  looked  upon  as 
examples  of  “the  ugly  American”  and/ 
or  “the  white  oppressor.” 

To  our  surprise,  these  apprehensions 
proved  to  be  unfounded.  Not  only  in  the 
tourist  center  of  Nairobi,  but  also  in  the 
many  different  parts  of  the  country  we 
visited,  we  found  the  Africans  of  Kenya 
to  be  a  friendly  and  accepting  people  who 
pay  little  attention  to  the  color  of  a 
person’s  skin. 

One  might  expect  people  who  had  been 
dominated  by  outsiders  for  so  long  to 
show  traces  of  bitterness  and  a  desire  for 
revenge.  Under  the  presidency  of  Jomo 
Kenyatta  —  who  led  the  long  struggle  for 
independence  —  Kenyans  show  neither. 
They  are  too  intent  on  developing  a  just 
and  self-sufficient  African  nation  of  their 
own  making  to  dwell  on  injustices  of  the 
past.  Even  on  the  12th  anniversary  of 
their  independence,  which  was 
celebrated  two  days  following  the  close  of 
the  WCC  Assembly,  the  emphasis  was  on 
“harambee”  —  “let  us  pull  together”  in 
Swahili  —  rather  than  on  recalling  an 
unjust  past. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  our  visit  to 
Kenya  was  meeting  a  Kenyan  named 
Alex  Peter  Kwadi  Abungu  on  a  one-hour 
flight  to  the  coastal  city  of  Mombassa. 
Alex,  a  Roman  Catholic  who  works  for 
the  Kenyan  government,  learned  that  we 
had  made  no  advance  arrangements  for 
lodging  and  transportation  in  Mombassa. 
Although  he  had  been  away  from  his 
family  for  more  than  a  week,  he  in¬ 
dicated  that  his  car  was  at  the  airport 
and  insisted  on  taking  us  to  find  a  place  to 


stay.  On  the  way  to  find  a  hotel,  Alex 
invited  us  to  stop  at  his  home  and  meet 
his  wife  and  six  children.  We  cringed  to 
think  how  welcome  visitors  would  be 
after  Alex’s  absence,  but  we  accepted 
and  were  received  graciously. 

In  the  course  of  our  conversation,  Alex 
told  us  that  he  visited  the  United  States 
last  year.  He  marvelled  at  the  tall 
buildings  in  New  York  which  seemed  “to 
sway  in  the  wind,”  and  the  fact  that  most 
homes  have  automated  washing 
machines  and  televisions  —  with 
channels  which  stay  on  “all  night  long." 

Alex  confessed  that  he  had  embarked 
for  America  with  considerable  ap¬ 
prehensions  —  apprehensions  similar  to 
those  we  took  to  Africa.  He  had  wondered 
how  a  black  person  would  be  treated  in 
America,  and  had  expected  to  see  few 
black  faces.  To  Alex’s  surprise,  he  was 
treated  very  well  in  America,  and  he  saw 
many  black  persons  who  lived  like 
everyone  else.  His  only  unpleasant  ex¬ 
perience,  he  related,  was  with  a  black 
bus  driver  in  New  York  who  wasn’t  in¬ 
terested  in  giving  him  any  directions. 
Once  his  children  are  educated  —  free 
public  education  in  Kenya  extends  only 
through  the  fourth  grade  at  present  — 
Alex  expressed  the  hope  that  he  could 
again  visit  America. 

Our  experience  in  Kenya,  and  Alex 
Abungu’s  experience  in  America, 
provide  a  ray  of  hope  for  all  those  who 
dare  to  dream  that  people  everywhere 
may  one  day  relate  to  one  another  as 
children  of  God.  These  experiences  also 
serve  to  remind  us  that  most  of  the 
world’s  people  are  denied  the  opportunity 
to  share  that  dream.  People  throughout 
most  of  the  world  —  whether  in  South 
Africa  or  Russia,  Korea  or  China, 
Angola,  India  or  the  Middle  East  —  are 
prevented  by  their  circumstances  from 
relating  freely  to  people  elsewhere  as 
citizens  of  one,  divinely-created  human 
race.  Those  of  us  who  have  experienced 
the  freedom  and  joy  of  so  relating  are 
challenged  to  rekindle  our  prayers  and 
efforts  “so  that  one  day,  all  of  God’s 
children  may  walk  on  God’s  earth  free 
and  equal.” 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


1  * 
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(■ivc  a  hand  up, 
not  a  handout. 


The  annual  apportionment 
is  six  million  dollars. 

Six  million  dollars  to 
keep  12  black  colleges 
of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  open,  operable 
and  staffed  with  qualified 
personnel  and  accredited 
courses. 

Twelve  predominately 
black  colleges  where 
students  may  realize 
their  maximum  academic, 


social,  cultural  and 
religious  development. 

Six  million  dollars 
may  sound  like  a  lot  of 
money,  but  when  it  comes 
right  down  to  it... when 
it  comes  right  down  to  a 
student’s  future,  we 
don’t  think  it’s  asking 
a  lot  at  all. 

Wc’rc  the*  best  hope 
they  have. 


£  The  Black 
College  Fu 


College  Fund 

P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 
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BUSING  —  The  active  involvement  of  United  Methodists  and  other 
:  peacemakers  have  helped  to  relieve  the  tensions  generated  by  implementation  of 
;  court  rulings  calling  for  school  busing.  Since  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  in  1954 
|  that  racially  segregated  schools  are  inherently  unequal,  busing  has  become  the 
:  primary  method  of  providing  equal  educational  opportunity  in  the  public  schools. 

|  Here,  a  black  student  and  a  white  student  clasp  hands  through  the  window  as  the 
:  bus  pulled  up  in  front  of  racially-troubled  Charlestown  High  School  in  Boston. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

1975  church  briefs 


<:  WCC  “most  significant” 

¥  Christian  assembly  in  the  ’70s 
Described  by  several  United 
Methodist  participants  as  “the  most 
significant  Christian  assembly  in  the 
>•  1970’s,”  the  World  Council  of  Chur- 
>|  ches’  Fifth  Assembly  met  Nov.  26- 
:•  Dec.  10  on  the  African  continent  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya. 

:•!  TM/  UMR  provided  its  readers 
>•  with  one  of  the  most  comprehensive 
•:  reports  of  the  Assembly  found  in  any 
it*  North  American  publication.  Editor- 
•j  General  Manager  Spurgeon  M. 

•:  Dunnam  III  filed  on-the-spot  reports 
and  interpretations  of  the  events  for 
•j  United  Methodists.  One  entire  page  in 
each  of  the  first  three  week’s  issues  in 
;•  December  carried  these  reports. 

:j:  In  a  final  editorial,  Mr.  Dunnam 

:•  asked  the  question  “Do  we  need  a 
:j:  World  Council  of  Churches?”  and 
answered  “Yes”  for  these  reasons: 
(1.)  To  give  support  to  Christians 
elsewhere  who  need  a  world  wide 
:jj  fellowship  and  resources  that  offer 
>•  them  renewed  hope  to  share  the 
gospel;  (2.)  To  broaden  our  per¬ 
il:  spective  as  United  Methodists  to 
understand  how  Christians  in  other 
§  parts  of  the  world  experience  and 
witness  to  the  faith;  and  (3.)  To 
engage  with  others  in  common  wit- 
>•  ness  to  the  faith  —  both  in  word  and 
:j|  deed  —  since  Christians  are  a 
:j:  minority  of  the  world’s  population  and 
£  need  to  overcome  their  dividedness  as 
they  witness  to  Christ. 

:>  “United  Methodists  Today” 
folds  in  June 

|  NASHVILLE  —  “United  Methodists 
:•  Today,”  the  denomination’s  general 
membership  publication,  and  an 
:•  insert,  “Today’s  Ministry,”  folded  in 
j:  1975  when  the  General  Board  of 
:•  Publications  voted  unanimously  to 
•:  suspend  publication  after  the  June 
•!  issue. 

:j  The  16-month-old  magazine  was 
•:  discontinued  because  of  a  substantial 
:•  drop  in  circulation  and  a  rising 
•:  financial  deficit,  according  to  its 
j;  editor  and  the  board’s  editorial 
:j  director,  Mr.  Roger  Burgess, 
j:  Declaring  that  “it’s  just  not  good 

:|  Christian  stewardship  to  continue  to 
•:  spend  so  much  to  reach  so  few,”  Mr. 
:•  Burgess  said  circulation  dropped 
••  from  just  under  200,000  in  January, 
j:  1974,  to  just  over  140,000  in  January  of 
:|  this  year. 

•;  He  said  the  two  publications 
:•  together  with  “Newscope,”  a  weekly 
•:  newsletter  for  church  readers,  in- 
:•  curred  a  combined  deficit  of  nearly 
•:  $500,000  in  1974,  with  an  even  greater 

:j:  deficit  expected  this  year, 
jjj  Newscope,  with  a  circulation  of 
approximately  4,000,  was  expected  to 
continue  at  least  through  1976,  he  said. 

:j;  Judicial  Council  strikes  last 
:|:  structure  based  on  race 

HILTON  HEAD.  S.  C.  -  On  April  5 
:j:  the  church’s  Judicial  Council  struck 
>:  down  the  last  conference  or  district 
•j:  structure  based  on  race.  The 
$  Mississippi  and  North  Mississippi 
conferences’  plan  to  merge  with  their 
;•  black  counterparts  but  still  retain 
•:  separate  black  districts,  was  said  to 
>  violate  United  Methodism’s  ad- 
•*.  ministrative  laws  and  principle  of 
•:  “racial  inclusiveness.” 

?  In  a  decision  which  gave  minimal 
J  attention  to  the  more  controversial 
;•  issue  of  racial  discrimination,  the 
denomination’s  “supreme  court”  said 
:•  the  plan  to  give  each  conference  only 
j|  two  districts,  but  four  superintendents 
•i  in  each,  was  illegal  because  the  “Book 
!•  of  Discipline”  contains  “no  provisions 
•i  allowing  the  number  of  district 
:•  superintendents  to  exceed  the  number 
•|  of  districts.” 

:|  The  question  came  to  the  Judicial 
j:  Council  in  two  ways.  The  Commission 
j;  on  Religion  and  Race  asked  for  a 
!•  declaratory  decision  on  the  con- 
>:  stitutionality  of  the  biracial 
ij  superintendency  plan,  and  the  Council 
:|:  reviewed  Jackson,  Miss,  area  Bishop 
Mack  B.  Stokes’  1973  ruling  that  the 
>j  plan  was  constitutional, 
jij  Evangelical  caucus  develops 
its  own  theological  statement 
§  LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  —  “Good 
*  News,”  an  unofficial  organization  of 
evangelical  United  Methodists, 
released  its  own  theological  statement 
•i;  affirming  “scriptural  Christianity”  at 
a  sixth  annual  convocation  here  in  late 
S  July. 

Designed  to  provide  “theological 
clarity  in  a  time  of  theological  con¬ 
fusion,”  the  statement  was  prepared 
as  an  antidote  to  “theological 
pluralism”  in  the  church,  said 


! 
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spokesmen  for  “United  Methodists  for  >; 
Scriptural  Christianity.”  It  was  their  >: 
response,  the  statement  said,  to  the  >: 
invitation  of  the  1972  General  Con-  $ 
ference  for  “all  members  to  accept  >: 
the  challenge  of  theological  reflec-  ;• 
tion.”  >: 

Church  giving  stays 
ahead  of  inflation 
EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  United 
Methodist  membership  in  1975  is  > 
predicted  to  drop  below  the  10  million  •: 
mark  for  the  first  time,  but  best  j: 
estimates  on  church  finances  put  year  :| 
end  giving  for  all  purposes  up  by  at  j: 
least  10  percent.  That  is  two  and  a  half  :• 
points  ahead  of  inflation  which  is  j: 
running  about  7.5  percent  in  1975.  j: 

However,  there  will  not  be  a  :| 
“significant  change”  from  the  j: 
previous  year  in  receipts  for  the  :• 
World  Service  fund  or  other  ap-  •: 
portioned  funds,  according  to  the  :• 
church’s  chief  finance  officer,  Dr.  •: 
Bryan  Brawner.  He  admitted  to  |j 
“hedging”  a  bit,  but  expects  receipts  :| 
for  apportioned  funds  to  be  “90  per- 
cent  or  better.” 

Receipts  for  the  first  15  days  of  j: 
December  have  been  comparable  to  :| 
the  same  period  in  1974,  he  said.  World  •: 
Service,  the  church’s  basic  program  jj 
and  benevolence  budget,  received  •: 
92.33  percent  of  its  $23.5  million  goal  in  > 
1974.  World  Service  receipts  at  the  end  :| 
of  November  were  $288,305  ahead  of  |: 
1974.  | 

Dr.  Brawner  said  he  will  report  to 
the  1976  General  Conference  that 
church  giving  since  1972  has  increased  >: 
over-all  by  30  percent.  Inflation  >; 
during  the  same  period  ran  about  27  ■: 
percent,  so  “by  working  real  hard,  we 
just  about  hold  our  own.”  : 

Ordained  women  hold 
historic  consultation 
NASHVILLE  —  About  300  of  United  •: 
Methodism’s  500  ordained  women  : 
met  as  a  group  for  the  first  time  in  the  •: 
history  of  the  church  here  Jan.  6-10.  |; 
They  came  from  all  parts  of  the  coun-  •: 
try  and  ranged  in  age  from  20  to  83.  |; 

The  5-day  consultation  included  •: 
workshops,  sharing  groups  and  plat-  j: 
form  presentations  from  a  number  of  ;• 
notable  speakers  from  within  the  j: 
women’s  movement  in  the  church.  :■ 
Most  of  the  week  was  spent  in  sharing  |: 
experiences  as  professionals  and  as  :• 
women  coming  together  for  the  first  •: 
time. 

Consultation  participants  affirmed  : 
a  series  of  "position  papers”  which  j: 
among  other  things  called  for  the  : 
election  of  at  least  one  woman  bishop  • 
in  1976.  : 

Church  related  colleges 
face  financial  crises  : 

Alaska  Methodist  University  made  : 
a  spectacular  financial  comeback  in  • 
June  when  the  state  legislature  paid  : 
$2.3  million  for  an  option  to  purchase  j 
the  university  and  passed  a  bill  to  j 
subsidize  the  tuition  of  students  :• 
enrolled  at  AMU.  U.M. -related  j 
Hamline  University  also  benefited  ; 
from  a  bill  passed  by  the  Minnesota  :■ 
state  legislature  to  aid  19  church  •[ 
colleges.  And  in  Rocky  Mount,  N.C. 
North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College  : 
stayed  afloat  when  United  Methodists  :• 
and  citizens  of  the  state  raised  $1.2  5 
million  in  emergency  fund  raising  :■ 
drives. 

On  the  other  hand,  Western  •: 
Maryland  College  in  Westminster,  j 
Md.  severed  most  all  ties  with  the  ■ 
church  in  April  in  an  effort  to  be  ; 
eligible  for  state  and  federal  funds. 
Crosses  atop  the  campus’  “Big  ; 
Barker”  and  “Little  Barker"  chapels  : 
were  removed  by  the  administration  : 
to  signify  a  “non-sectarian”  school. 
And  in  Alabama,  the  State  Board  of 
Education  voted  to  accept  into  its 
system  Athens  College,  founded  in 
1822.  The  North  Alabama  Conference 
had  agreed  to  give  the  financially 
troubled  school  to  the  state  in  1974. 

Bicentennial  observance 
begins  with  “Resurgence” 
United  Methodism  hopped  on  the 
nation’s  Bicentennial  bandwagon  in 
1975  with  observances  that  will  con¬ 
tinue  through  1976. 

With  a  plea  to  local  congregations 
across  the  nation  to  “recover  what  it 
means  to  be  a  nation  under  God,”  the 
denomination’s  “The  Upper  Room” 
launched  “Resurgence  ’76,"  a  prayer 
and  spiritual  renewal  emphasis. 

A  Bicentennial  logo  for  church 
publications  was  also  designed  by  the 
church’s  American  Bicentennial 
Committee. 

And  to  usher  in  the  official  Bicen¬ 
tennial  year,  the  United  Methodist 
Bicentennial  Visitors’  Center  will 
open  Jan.  1  in  Washington,  D.C. 


Survival  issues  top  1975  news 

United  Methodists  respond  to  hunger ,  refugees ,  ethnic  minorities 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  stark  reality  of 
‘‘survival  needs”  was  a  central  issue  for 
many  United  Methodists  in  1975: 

••Survival”  of  persons  who  are  starv¬ 
ing; 

“Survival”  of  Southeast  Asian  refugee 
families  in  the  USA  in  the  wind-down  of  a 
long  war; 

‘‘Survival”  of  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  in  a  predominantly  white 
denomination. 

In  a  second  cluster  of  issues  beyond 
survival  matters.  United  Methodists 
looked  long  and  hard  at  other  urgent 
concerns:  human  sexuality,  declining 
membership,  uncertainty  about  evange¬ 
lism  and  the  nature  of  mission  outreach. 

In  these  and  other  articles,  TM/  UMR 
devotes  much  of  this  year-end  issue  to  a 
summary  of  significant  happenings 
among  United  Methodists  in  1975. 

By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  response  to  human 
suffering  headlined  denominational  news 
in  1975  as  rank  and  file  churchpersons 
opened  their  purses  to  the  demands  of 
world  hunger  and  their  communities  for 
the  resettlement  of  refugee  families  from 
Southeast  Asia. 

Membership 
drops  to 

1 960  level 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

More  United  Methodist  churchpersons 
became  acutely  aware  in  1975  of  an  issue 
which  has  loomed  uneasily  in  the  back¬ 
ground  for  sometime:  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  membership  has  been  steadily 
declining. 

The  UMC  had  been  losing  members  at 
the  rate  of  nearly  150,000  persons  a  year 
for  the  past  five  years,  a  TM/  UMR 
statistical  analysis  early  in  the  year 
noted.  Statistical  officials  in  Evanston, 
Ill.  released  an  “educated  guess”  in 
September  that  UMC  membership 
figures  for  1974  would  drop  to  between  9.8 
million  to  9.9  million  —  about  the  same  as 
the  Methodist  figure  for  1960  :  9,893,094. 

“Membership  loss  in  the  UMC  is  real. 
Between  1965  and  1973  the  church  lost 
more  than  one  million  members,” 
concluded  a  report  from  the  church’s 
Board  of  Discipleship,  which  has  spent 
much  of  1975  doing  some  intensive 
“homework”  on  the  problem  and  coming 
up  with  proposals  it  hopes  will  reverse 
the  trend. 

Since  1973  the  losses  have  diminished, 
the  report  jsaid,  but  rnetribership  loss 
nonetheless  continues. 

The  board’s  analysis  of  membership 
loss  statistics  does  not  isolate  any  one 
reason  for  the  decline,  Dr.  Melvin  G.  Tal¬ 
bert,  its  top  executive,  said  at  a  pre-Gen- 
eral  Conference  briefing  of  church  com¬ 
municators.  He  warned  against  finding 
“easy  ways”  of  explaining  the  losses. 

Shifts  in  population  from  rural  areas  — 
where  the  UMC  is  traditionally  strongest 
—  to  cities,  and  from  cities  to  suburbs, 
were  listed  as  major  factors. 

At  its  October  meeting,  the  board 
approved  major  proposals  to  present  to 
the  General  Conference  of  1976,  a  report 
combining  membership  trends  with 
specific  recommendations  geared 
strongly  to  local  church  evangelism  and 
church  school  revitalization. 

In  addition  to  researching  and 
preparing  General  Conference  pro¬ 
posals,  evangelism  efforts  in  1975  also 
saw: 

•  Two  New  World  Mission  emphases, 
which  brought  a  total  of  120  overseas 
missioners  to  preach  and  witness  in  the 
U.S.,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  and  the  World  Methodist 
Council ; 

•  A  New  Life  Mission  which  sent  40 
U.S.  ministers  from  the  U.S.  to  Australia 
to  preach  and  evangelize; 

•  “The  Year  of  Evangelism,” 
proclaimed  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  highlighted  by  a  widely- 
distributed  film  entitled  “The  People 
Called  Methodist,”  co-sponsored  by  the 
Council  and  three  U.M.  agencies. 


Response  to  the  two  needs  exceeded  all 
expectations  of  church  officials  and  must 
rank  among  the  most  successful  of  any 
church  projects  on  a  short  term  basis. 
United  Methodists  helped  resettle  more 
refugee  families  than  did  all  other 
Protestant  denominations  combined. 
United  Methodists  contributed  a  record 
$4,629,776  to  combat  world  hunger 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  during  the  first  50 
weeks  of  the  year. 

Refugee  resettlement 

With  the  fall  of  South  Vietnam  to  North 
Vietnamese  forces,  thousands  of  South 
Vietnamese  and  Cambodian  refugees 
fled  to  the  United  States.  In  May  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  agreed  to  help  resettle  560  of 
those  families  in  communities  across  the 
nation. 

A  call  went  out  from  UMCOR  to  local 
churches  and  individuals  for  help  in  the 
relocation  process.  Local  churches  were 
asked  to  “sponsor”  a  family  by  finding 
housing,  furniture,  clothing  and  em¬ 
ployment  —  by  shouldering  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  family’s  well-being  until 
family  members  could  take  care  of 
themselves. 

The  response  was  overwhelming. 
Within  six  months  United  Methodists  had 
not  only  helped  resettle  the  560  families 
agreed  to,  but  had  exceeded  that  num¬ 
ber.  By  December,  more  than  a  thousand 
refugee  families  —  at  least  6,000  in¬ 
dividuals  —  had  received  resettlement 
aid  through  over  1300  local  U.M.  Chur¬ 
ches. 

World  hunger 

In  addition  to  the  immediate 
emergency  response  to  world  hunger 
through  donations  to  UMCOR  projects, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  began  early 
to  set  the  issue  as  a  long-term  priority. 

In  March  the  denomination’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  set  world 
hunger  (also  the  crisis  in  the  ethnic 


minority  churches)  as  an  “emergency 
priority.”  This  was  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  UMC  that  a  priority  for 
churchwide  action  had  been  set  apart 
from  General  Conference,  which  meets 
only  one  time  every  four  years. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  was 
assigned  by  the  GCOM  to  coordinate 
efforts  to  implement  the  priority,  and  the 
wheels  were  set  in  motion  in  May  during 
that  board’s  semi-annual  meeting.  In 
early  October  a  special  national  hunger 
consultation  was  held  in  Oklahoma  City 


and  the  validity  of  the  new  priority  was 
affirmed  by  representatives  of  most  of 
the  denomination’s  annual  conferences. 

Meanwhile  a  special  inter-agency  task 
force  drew  up  a  hunger  proposal  which 
called  for  $5  million  to  be  spent  annually 
by  the  church  over  the  next  ten  years  to 
combat  hunger.  In  December  the  plan 
was  approved  by  the  GCOM  and  im¬ 
plementation  was  ordered. 

During  1976  church  persons  will  be 
asked  to  respond  to  the  new  program 
with  the  same  dedication  evident  in  1975. 


REFUGEES  —  Over  1300  local  U.M. 
churches  shouldered  responsibility  for 
resettling  more  than  6,000  Vietnamese 
and  Cambodian  refugees  in  their  com¬ 
munities  between  May  and  December. 
Here,  a  Vietnamese  child,  in  turn,  cares 
for  a  new  doll. 


c  s 

HUNGER  —  The  needs  of  the  hungry 
caught  the  imagination  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  1975,  on  both  a  short  term  and 
long  term  basis.  Here,  a  Haitian  young¬ 
ster  received  food  in  the  drought  plagued 
nation. 
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Explosive  issue  during  the  year 

Sexuality  debate  rages  on 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

The  most  explosive  issue  for  United 
Methodists  in  1975,  threatening  the  very 
survival  of  the  church  in  the  opinion  of 
some,  was  human  sexuality. 

The  storm  was  unleashed  officially  in 
August  1974  when  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries  (UMCYM) 
announced  its  intention  to  petition  the 
1976  General  Conference  to  affirm  that 
homosexuality  “not  be  a  bar  to  the 
jpinistry-”  and  that  “homosexuality  in 
jfeelf  not  be  in  any  way  synonymous  with 
immorality.”  Then,  in  December  1974  the 
UMCYM  called  for  a  church-wide  study 
of  human  sexualtiy. 

The  Rev.  Harvey  Chinn,  in  a  four-part 
interpretive  analysis  on  TM/UMR 
pages,  starting  Feb.  21,  1975,  said  the 
issue  for  United  Methodists  was  whether 
homosexuality  was  “a  maladaptation,  an 
aberration,  and  sickness  that  can  be 
cured"  or  whether,  as  ‘gay  caucuses’ 
maintain,  it  is  a  constitutional,  inborn, 
genetically-caused,  glandular  condition 
which  they  are  not  responsible  for  any 
more  than  heterosexuals  are  responsible 
for  their  heterosexuality. 

He  concluded  that  the  “preponderance 
of  medical  evidence  is  that 
homosexuality  is  a  disorder,  caused  by 
unhealthy  childhood  family  patterns” 
and  that  the  Bible  specifically  condemns 
homosexuality  as  a  sin.  Hence,  the 
•present  stand  of  the  church  is  correct: 
We  should  accept  homosexuals  as 
recipients  of  God’s  love  and  redemption, 
but  not  affirm  homosexuality  as  a  nor¬ 
mal,  God-given  way  of  life.” 

Response  to  TM/  UMR’s  question  box 
on  the  subject  overwhelmingly  opposed 
the  ordination  of  self-avowed 
homosexuals.  There  was  near  unanimity 
(95  per  cent)  among  the  8600  responses. 

A  similar  large  majority  (78  percent), 
regarded  homosexuals  as  persons  in 
need  of  God’s  grace  and  the  church’s 
ministry,  but  believed  that  their  lifestyle 
should  not  be  considered  acceptable  for 
Christians. 


Publication  of  the  survey  results 
coincided  in  early  April  with  a  reaf¬ 
firmation  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the 
present  statement  on  human  sexuality  in 
the  church’s  Social  Principles  and  a 
refusal  to  lend  support  to  the  ordination 
of  practicing  homosexuals. 

Issue  declared  dead 

TM/  UMR  Editor  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
III  said  editorially  that  “while  human 
sexuality  and  homosexuality  are  im¬ 
portant  issues  for  the  church,  there  are 
more  important  issues  —  when  two- 
thirds  of  the  world  is  starving  to  death,” 
and  called  for  the  issue  to  be  laid  to  rest. 

The  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry 
issued  a  statement  citing  the  Social 
Principles  statement  as  a  bar  to  or¬ 
dination  of  homosexuals,  and  in  late 
April,  the  Rev.  Judy  Weidman,  in¬ 
terpretation  officer  for  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  revealed 
“that  not  one  official  agency  of  the 
church  or  interested  caucus  at  this  time 
plans  to  introduce  legislation  which 
would  specify  that  homosexuality  not  be 
a  bar  to  ordination.” 

During  May  and  June  at  least  39  of  the 
church’s  73  annual  conferences  sup¬ 
ported  the  present  Social  Principles 
statement  or  took  action  opposing  the 
ordination  of  homosexuals. 

That  issue  appeared  to  be  dead. 

However,  the  issue  of  sexuality  was  not 
to  be  swept  aside  so  easily. 

In  late  June  the  Division  of  General 
Welfare  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  announced  that  it  was  supporting 
a  proposed  change  in  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  from  the  present  wording  “we  do 
not  condone  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  and  consider  this  practice 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching”  to 
the  wording  “we  welcome  the 
homosexual  as  we  welcome  the 
heterosexual  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.”  The  changes 
affected  those  sentences  precisely  cited 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  as  being 


bars  against  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals. 

Study  gets  support 

The  proposals  from  both  the  UMCYM 
and  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
were  reviewed  by  the  church’s  chief 
program  coordinating  agency,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM),  at  its 
December  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 

In  combining  the  two,  the  GCOM  threw 
out  the  “study  commission”  concept  and 
will  recommend  instead  to  the  General 
Conference  the  creation  of  a  “task  force 
on  the  church  and  human  sexuality.”  The 
task  force  would  have  a  budget  not  to 
exceed  $15,000  annually. 


Award  for  the 
‘most  amusing  news 
story  of  the  year’? 

HELSINKI  (RNS)  -  Finnish  Radio 
reported  that  an  “obscure  Christian 
sect”  that  has  experienced  wide¬ 
spread  growth  in  Lapland  has 
launched  a  campaign  to  save  people 
from  going  to  hell  by  smashing  their 
television  sets. 

The  Lapland  sect,  described  as  “an 
extremist  brand  of  Lutheranism” 
during  the  broadcast,  has  even  con¬ 
demned  “windowed”  washing 
machines  because  they  allow  Lap¬ 
landers  to  watch  the  personal  gar¬ 
ments  of  women. 

Founded  in  the  early  19th  Century 
by  Lars  Levi  Laestadius  of  Sweden, 
the  “Laestadians”  have  an  unchar¬ 
acteristic  Scandinavian  view  of  sin. 

The  wave  of  TV  smashing  has 
spurred  protests  from  residents  of 
areas  in  which  the  Laestadians  are 
dominant,  but  no  charges  have  been 
made.  The  sect,  on  wrecking  a  tele¬ 
vision  set,  makes  full  payment  before 
leaving  the  owner’s  home. 


6To  be  or  not  to  be  ’  question 
for  UM.  minority  churches 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
“Survival”  of  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  within  the  predominantly  white 
United  Methodist  Church  emerged  as  a 
basic  problem  in  1975  as  minority  leaders 
observed  dwindling  or  stagnant  mem¬ 
berships,  and  a  failure  to  recruit  and 
train  fresh  leadership. 

Ethnic  minority  groups  represent 
about  five  percent  of  the  church’s 
membership,  or  approximately  500,000 
out  of  10  million,  the  largest  minority 
groupings  in  any  predominantly  white 
denomination.  If  counted  separately  they 
represent  the  nation’s  seventh  largest 
black  denomination,  its  largest  Native 
American  and  Asian-American  and  third 
largest  Spanish-speaking  denomination, 
Dr.  Grant  Shockley,  Atlanta,  reported  to 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  last  March. 

GCOM,  the  church’s  chief  program 
coordinating  agency,  named  “strength¬ 
ening  ethnic  minority  local  churches"  as 
a  “missional  priority”  for  United  Meth¬ 
odism  and  call  for  the  development  of 
strategies  to  combat  the  crisis. 

Despite  some  continuing  tension 
between  the  minorities,  an  inter-agency 
task  force  made  up  of  the  four  groups 
unanimously  recommended  eight 


"common”  goals  and  estimated  their 
recommendations  would  cost  $15  million 
a  year. 

The  eight  goals  are  recruitment  of 
minority  ministers,  education  relevant  to 
ethnic  ministries,  enhancement  of  ethnic » 
rituals,  new  and  revised  forms  of 
evangelism,  increased  ethnic  represen¬ 
tation  on  U.  M.  boards,  greater  inter¬ 
ethnic  accord,  recruitment  of  ethnic  lay 
and  youth  leadership,  and  the  use  of 
ethnic  churches  in  projects  on  hunger. 

In  addition  to  the  eight  “shared  goals,” 
each  particular  group  has  set  a  number 
of  goals. 

•  The  Indians  asked  for  a  study 
commission  on  “the  nature  of  Native 
American  ministries  beyond  1980  and  its 
implications  for  the  local  church.” 

•  Blacks  are  seeking  dialogue  with  the 
three  black  Methodist  denominations, 
and  a  40  percent  membership  growth 
during  the  decade. 

•  Hispanics  want  more  Spanish- 
language  materials,  and  self- 
determination  for  Puerto  Rican  chur¬ 
ches. 

•  Asian-Americans  want  to  start  100 
new  congregations  in  the  quadrennium, 
and  develop  social  services  to  their 
communities. 


Bradenton 

Florida 
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A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It's  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS.  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West.  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass.  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 


An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non 
sectarian  in  its  benefits 


i 


PAGE  4 


CIA  involvement  with 
missionaries  protested 


UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


DECEMBER  26.  1975 


Compiled  from  News  Services 
NEW  YORK  —  The  three  top  officers  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  chief 
missions  agency  have  spoken  out  against 
the  use  by  the  U.S.  government’s  Central 
Intelligence  Agency  (CIA)  of  missionary 
personnel  overseas  and  have  given 
support  to  Congressional  efforts  to  make 
such  use  illegal. 

In  a  statement  signed  by  Bishop  Paul 
Washburn,  president  of  the  UM  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  Bishop  L.  Scott  Alien, 
president  of  that  board’s  World  Division; 
and  Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  general 
secretary  of  the  board,  use  of 
missionaries  by  the  CIA  for  information 
gathering  purposes  was  labeled  as 
“appalling.”  The  church  statement  in¬ 
ferred  that  missionaries  who  knowingly 
lend  themselves  to  the  CIA  will  be  ter¬ 
minated. 

The  statement  was  issued  in  response 
to  recent  statements  by  CIA  officials  that 
the  CIA  uses  and  plans  to  continue  to  use 
missionary  personnel  and  church  of¬ 
ficials  overseas  for  intelligence 
gathering  purposes. 

The  three  United  Methodist  officials 
called  on  rank  and  file  church  members 
to  influence  their  congressmen  to  support 

Churches  hold 
thanks-giving 
6 celebration ’ 

By  CHARLES  A.  McEOWEN 
Editor,  Missouri  U.M.  Reporter 
COLUMBIA,  Mo.  —  United  Methodist 
Church  members  of  Missouri  demon¬ 
strated  their  concern  for  the  world’s  less 
fortunate  people  here  on  Saturday, 
November  29,  with  a  massive  display  of 
gifts,  estimated  at  approximately 
$350,000,  to  be  distributed  by  relief 
agencies  in  their  own  state  and 
elsewhere. 

It  was  the  second  annual  Bishop’s 
Thanks-Giving  Convocation-Celebration, 
held  in  the  Livestock  Center  on  the 
University  of  Missouri  campus  here. 
Both  last  year’s  and  the  most  recent 
effort  were  in  response  to  the 
denomination’s  four-year  program  en¬ 
titled,  “The  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and 
the  Self-Development  of  Peoples.” 

The  livestock  pens  at  the  Center 
exhibited  dairy  heifers  bound  for  Tan¬ 
zania;  beef  heifers  which  will  go  to  a 
Sioux  Indian  reservation  in  South 
Dakota;  gilts  for  a  pig  cooperative  in 
Mississippi;  and  sheep  to  be  shipped  tc 
Guatemala.  In  all,  over  250  head  of 
livestock  were  contributed  by  local 
congregations,  to  be  distributed  by 
Heifer  Project  International,  a  division 
of  Church  World  Service. 

Thousands  of  boxes  of  used  clothing, 
blankets,  bandages,  sewing,  health  and 
school  kits,  and  food  were  deposited  on 
the  arena  floor,  covering  much  of  the 
available  space  to  a  height  of  over  six 
feet.  Church  World  Service  trucks 
arrived  in  Columbia  the  first  of  the  week, 
to  transport  these  materials  to  shipping 
points  for  overseas  distribution.  Some 
goods  were  assigned  for  relief  needs  in 
St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  and  in  the 
Bootheel  area. 

Over  2,500  persons  from  the  1,000 
United  Methodist  congregations  in 
Missouri  attended  the  Columbia  event. 
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efforts  to  “produce  the  kind  of  legislation 
that  is  necessary  to  separate  the  in¬ 
telligence  gathering  apparatus  of  the  CIA 
from  church  related  personnel.” 

“We  would  make  it  clear,”  the 
statement  says,  “that  missionaries  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  are  ser¬ 
vants  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  under  the 
separation  of  church  and  state,  are  not 
agents  of  any  government.” 

According  to  Religious  News  Service, 
Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield  (R-Ore.)  has  in¬ 
troduced  legislation  in  Congress  to  halt 
the  CIA's  use  of  U.S.  missionaries,  a 
situation  which  he  claimed  both  the  CIA 
and  the  White  House  have  refused  to  halt. 

Charging  that  “this  practice  tarnishes 
the  image  of  the  U.S.  in  foreign  countries, 
prostitutes  the  church  and  violates  the 
First  Amendment’s  separation  of  church 
and  state,”  he  said  he  seeks  the  same 
prohibition  on  CIA-missionary  contacts 
that  is  now  in  effect  for  U.S.  Peace  Corps 
volunteers  and  Fulbright  scholars. 

In  remarks  on  the  Senate  floor  (Dec. 
15),  Sen.  Hatfield  said  that  both  CIA 
Director  William  Colby  and  White  House 
Counsel  Philip  Buchen  acknowledged  in 
letters  to  him  that  the  CIA  is  using 
missionaries  and  both  refused  to  stop  the 
practice. 

Citing  various  news  reports  of  elergy- 
CIA  involvement  abroad  which  he 
described  as  shocking,  the  senator  ob¬ 
served  that  “efforts  to  secure  the  release 
of  missionaries  captured  in  Vietnam  at 
the  end  of  the  Thieu  regime  were  hin¬ 
dered  by  charges  that  they  had  been 
working  for  the  CIA.  Though  the  charges 
were  false,  the  Vietnamese  may  have 
had  good  reason  to  be  suspicious.” 

Sen.  Hatfield  declared  that  the  “church 
is  not  an  arm  of  the  state,  nor  is  the  state 
a  tool  of  the  church  ...  At  the  very  least, 
the  involvement  of  the  CIA  or  any  other 
intelligence  agency  with  the  clergy, 
missionaries,  or  members  of  religious 
orders  abroad  is  a  violation  of  this 
heritage  and  the  restraints  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution.” 

“Even  worse  is  the  damage  the 
association  does  to  both  church  and 
state,”  he  said.  “When  we  allow  the  CIA 
or  any  other  government  intelligence 
agency  to  use  our  missionaries  while  in 
the  mission  field  or  at  home  to  perform 
political  and  intelligence  operations,  we 
pervert  the  church’s  mission  and  bring 
discredit  upon  the  foreign  policies  and 
credibility  of  the  U.S.” 

“For  its  part,”  he  added,  “the  church 
jeopardizes  the  integrity  of  its  mission 
when  it  allows  itself  to  be  used  for  the 
purposes  of  the  state  rather  than  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  created.” 


Fifth  Assembly  invites 
churches  to  pray:  free  us 

MAIDODT  iirrx _  -*•  V 


Christmas  patrol  in  Bethlehem 

BETHLEHEM  —  Israeli  troops  on  patrol  in  Bethlehem  stop  their  jeep  outside  the 
Church  of  the  Nativity  to  talk  with  a  fellow  soldier  on  duty  outside  the  church. 
During  the  Christmas  season,  Israel  steps  up  security  measures  in  the  Bethlehem 
area,  since  the  threat  of  terrorism  rises. 
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NAIROBI  (RNS)  —  “Free  us  to  share 
together,  that  all  may  be  free”  is  the 
prayer  lifted  up  in  the  message  to 
churches  issued  by  the  Fifth  Assembly  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Entitled  “Invitation  to  Prayer”  and 
taking  the  form  of  historic  liturgy  but 
phrased  in  contemporary  language,  the 
message  asks  the  member  churches  to 
join  in  such  petitions  as: 

“Help  us  struggle  to  conserve  the  earth 
for  future  generations  .  .  .  Give  us 
courage  to  share  suffering  when  it  comes 
.  .  .  Empower  us  to  witness  to  Your 
Name  in  all  nations.” 

Reflecting  on  their  own  18-day  en¬ 
counter  here  in  East  Africa,  the 
delegates  spoke  of  “the  joy  of  unity  and 
the  “pain  of  divisions”  they  have  ex¬ 
perienced. 

“Deliberation  on  our  common  witness 
in  Bible  study  and  prayer,  in  informal 
small  group  and  large  formal  meeting, 
brought  us  closer  together.  Ideology  and 
sharp  contrasts  in  opinion  and  com¬ 
mitment  pulled  us  apart,”  the  message 
said. 

Noting  that  the  Fifth  Assembly  had 
more  representatives  of  all  six  continents 
than  previous  assemblies,  and  also  more 


Biologist  warns  world  assembly 

Science,  technology  can’t  cure  all 


NAIROBI  (RNS)  —  An  Australian 
biologist  told  a  plenary  session  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Fifth 
Assembly  here  that  science  and 
technology  cannot  solve  all  the  problems 
of  the  world,  and  that  the  time  has  come 
to  stop  thinking  of  these  fields  as  being 
value-free. 

Dr.  Charles  Birch,  professor  of  biology 
at  the  University  of  Sydney  and  vice- 
chairman  of  the  WCC’s  Church  and 
Society  Committee,  became  the  first 
natural  scientist  to  give  a  major  address 
at  a  World  Council  Assembly  when  he 
delivered  his  paper  on  “Creation, 
Technology  and  Human  Survival.” 

The  Methodist  layman  declared,  “Only 
a  change  in  course  can  avert  disaster. 
Political  leaders  and  economists  still 
dance  on  the  deck  but  the  course  remains 
unchanged.  Technological  optimists 
insist  that  a  breakthrough  a  day  keeps 
the  crisis  at  bay.  But  there  are  some 
problems  science  and  technology  cannot 
solve.  We  must  reckon  with  the  whole 
iceberg  that  menaces  us,  the  bottom  we 
cannot  see  as  well  as  the  top  we  can  see.” 

He  warned  that  “science  and 
technology  will  not  always  be  able  to  pull 


U.M.  global  ministries 
face  challenges  in  ’75 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

Continuing  internal  debate  over  the 
philosophy  of  world  mission  and  an  in¬ 
creasing  demand  for  “specialists”  to 
serve  in  overseas  mission  headed  United 
Methodist  global  ministries  news  in  1975. 

While  dissident  “evangelicals”  and 
executives  of  the  denomination’s  chief 
missions  agency  debated  and  acted  out 
their  differences  in  “mission  emphasis,” 
overseas  churches  continued  to  exercise 
more  influence  over  the  role  of 
missionary  efforts  in  their  nations. 

The  internal  debate  —  which  began  in 
mid-1973  with  the  formation  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  (EMC) 
from  the  ranks  of  United  Methodists  who 
were  dissatisfied  with  work  being  done 
by  the  Board  of  Globa)  Ministries  (BGM) 
—  came  to  an  impasse  in  April  1975  as  the 
two  sides  agreed  they  “may  never  be 
able  to  reach  an  agreement.” 

Only  two  months  after  the  head  of  the 
EMC  stated  during  a  meeting  of  that 
organization  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  that 
“the  door  is  now  open  to  evangelicals 
wishing  to  serve  as  United  Methodist 
missionaries,”  the  two  sides  became 
entangled  in  a  philosophical  clash  which 
cutoff  formal  discussions  as  “pointless.” 

The  changing  events  began  in  mid- 
March  when  the  EMC  executive  com¬ 
mittee  issued  a  news  release  charging 
that  the  denomination’s  overseas  mission 
arm  was  practicing  “spiritual  im¬ 
perialism  and  colonialism”  through 
policies  in  Latin  America.  The  com¬ 
mittee  claimed  that  board  policy 
statements  in  several  Latin  American 
publications  hold  that  “the  will  of  the 
BGM  is  seen  as  superior  to  the  will  of  the 
national  church”  in  Latin  America. 

The  BGM  strongly  denied  the  charges 
as  “a  grave  misreading  of  policy”  and 
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censured  the  EMC  for  making  the 
charges  in  the  press  rather  than  coming 
to  the  board  first.  Meeting  in  New  York 
for  discussions  on  philosophy  less  than 
two  weeks  after  the  charges  were  made, 
the  two  sides  could  not  find  a  way  to 
begin  working  toward  solutions  to  dif¬ 
ferences  and  the  BGM  executives  an¬ 
nounced  that  “further  formal  meetings 
are  pointless”  (the  EMC  was  invited 
however,  to  work  with  individual  BGM 
staff  members  and  to  continue  to  input 
into  missions  activities). 
Supplemental  agency  formed 
In  early  June  the  EMC  executive 
committee  met  in  Atlanta  and  formed  a 
“supplemental”  world  missions  agency 
to  be  used  as  a  “broker”  for  evangelical 
missionaries  not  accepted  for  service 
through  official  United  Methodist 
channels.  Dr.  David  Seamands,  EMC 
chairperson,  stressed  that  the  EMC  did 
not  plan  to  compete  with  the  BGM,  but 
only  would  serve  as  a  “broker”  when  it 
felt  there  was  no  other  alternative. 
Meanwhile  in  the  overseas  churches 
.  themselves,  a  variety  of  influences  and 
changes  were  effecting  United  Methodist 
missions  and  the  traditional  American 
missionary  role.  As  traditional 
“mission”  churches  around  the  world 
demanded  highly  trained  specialists  as 
missionaries  rather  than  the 
predominant  generalists  sent  in  the  past, 
U.S.  missions  officials  struggled  to  meet 
the  demand. 

Specialists  in  demand 

This  change  in  situation  (which  has 
taken  place  over  many  years)  created  a 
new  twist  to  an  old  mission  problem: 
Money  for  funding  overseas  missionaries 
took  a  back  seat  to  problems  of  finding 
the  desired  specialists  willing  to  serve. 
This  world-wide  problem  was  com¬ 
pounded  in  various  ways  by  the  following 
regional  happenings: 

•  In  Africa  churches  continued  to 
discuss  “moratorium,”  the  concept 
advocated  by  some  Christians  there  that 
the  acceptance  of  foreign  missionaries 
into  their  countries  be  halted  until  a  more 
acceptable  “mutual  basis  of  mission” 
can  be  established. 

•  In  Latin  America  a  number  of 
questions  were  raised  throughout  the 
year  concerning  the  political  activities  of 
the  UMC  in  foreign  countries.  In  addition 
to  the  EMC  charges  stated  above,  former 
Bishop  Pedro  Zottele  of  Chile  charged 
that  American  missions  officials  have 
interfered  in  Chilean  political  matters  in 
a  way  contradictory  to  national  church 
concerns  there.  The  charge  was  denied 
by  BGM  officials  and  some  persons  in 
Chile. 

•  Mozambique  became  an  independent 
nation  and  nationalized  former  mission 
activities  under  a  new  socialist  govern¬ 
ment.  U.M.  missionaries  were  invited  to 
stay  and  work  under  government 
direction  or  leave.  American  missions 
officials  said  the  decision  was  to  be  left 
up  to  each  individual  missionary. 


a  technological  rabbit  out  of  the  hat  to 
save  us  in  the  last  minute.  To  pin  one’s 
ultimate  faith  on  science  and  technology 
to  provide  for  the  future  is  cargo-cult' 
thinking.  Food,  energy  and  other 
resources  from  magical  providers  may 
never  arrive.” 

As  five  “visible  parts  of  the  iceberg"  of 
world  problems.  Dr.  Birch  listed  the 
population  explosion,  food  scarcity, 
scarcity  of  “non-renewable  resources” 
such  as  fossil  fuels,  environmental 
deterioration,  and  war. 

The  biologist  asserted  that  “there  is  no 
chance  of  the  poor  countries  developing 
adequately  unless  the  rich  countries 
reduce  the  huge  proportion  they  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  total  impact.  This  involves 
a  program  of  de-development  of  the  rich 
world.  The  rich  must  live  more  simply 
that  the  poor  may  simply  live.” 

Dr.  Birch  contended  that  it  is  a  “cop- 
out"  for  churches  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  the  things  that  belong  to  Caesar 
and  those  that  belong  to  God  in  deciding 
in  what  areas  to  become  involved. 
“Nothing  belongs  to  Caesar  except 
Caesar’s  evil  machinations,”  he  said. 

On  the  role  of  science  and  technology  in 
helping  developing  countries,  the 
geologist  commented,  “The  conventional 
wisdom  that  science  and  technology  are 
value-free  or  neutral  is  now  seriously 
challenged  on  a  number  of  fronts. 
Scientists  and  technologists  are  slowly 
coming  to  realize  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  an  immaculate  conception  in 
science  and  technology.” 

BishopMuzorewa 
ouster  rumors 
discounted 

SALISBURY  (RNS)  -  A  report  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Rhodesia  Financial  Gazette 
has  alleged  that  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Abel  Muzorewa,  now  in  self-imposed 
exile  in  Zambia,  is  in  danger  of  being 
ousted  as  head  of  the  church  in  Rhodesia. 

But  officials  of  the  church’s  board  of 
Global  Ministries  expressed  skepticism 
over  the  report,  pointing  ut  that  among 
other  things,  removal  of  a  bishop  would 
have  to  be  done  by  the  church’s  Central 
African  Conference,  rather  than  by  Rho¬ 
desian  Methodists  alone. 

According  to  the  Gazette,  there  has 
been  discontent  in  Rhodesian  Methodist 
circles  over  the  bishop's  “total  commit¬ 
ment  to  his  political  leadership”  of  the 
African  National  Council. 

It  said  that  United  Methodist  officials 
were  “under  pressure  to  call  an  emer¬ 
gency  election  to  appoint  a  new  leader  to 
prevent  irrevocable  damage  to  Method¬ 
ist  work  in  Rhodesia.” 

Dr.  John  Wesley  Kurewa,  who  was 
named  administrative  assistant  by  Bish¬ 
op  Muzorewa  shortly  after  the  bishop  left 
Rhodesia,  was  siad  to  be  the  man  favored 
to  succeed  him.  But  Dr.  Kurewa 
announced  that  he  will  not  stand  for 
election  without  the  express  permission 
of  Bishop  Muzorewa,  and  that  he  will 
make  every  effort  to  persuade  the 
bishop’s  critics  to  end  their  attempts  to 
depose  him. 

Women’s  talent  bank 
increases  listing 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  The  names 
of  34  women  interested  in  employment  in 
a  variety  of  fields  have  been  added  to  the 
Talent  Bank  listing  established  by  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

The  34  women  join  109  already  on  file 
with  the  bank.  Physical  and  mental 
health,  day  care,  drama,  journalism, 
writing,  counseling  and  teaching  are 
among  the  fields  in  which  the  women  are 
prepared  to  serve.  They  range  in  age 
from  21  to  65  and  include  three  minority 
women  —  a  Vietnamese,  a  Filipino  and  a 
Black. 

Some  of  the  women  are  seeking  full¬ 
time  employment  while  others  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  part-time  work  or  as  resource 
persons  for  workshops  and  retreats. 

The  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  will  continue  to  update  the  em¬ 
ployment  section  of  its  Talent  Bank. 


As  a  result,  Dr.  Birch  said,  “scientists 
and  technologists  can  no  longer  wash 
their  hands  of  the  effects  of  their 
discoveries.  They  have  a  responsibility 
with  the  rest  of  society  to  see  that  their 
science  and  technology  is  responsible 
and  appropriate.” 

He  declared  that  “when  people  no 
longer  care  about  people  they  no  longer 
care  about  the  world.  The  industrialist 
who  pollutes  the  air  and  the  kid  who 
slashes  the  seats  of  the  railway  carriage 
both  represent  the  same  attitude.  They 
are  ignorant.  They  do  not  care  about 
each  other.  They  do  not  care  about  the 
world.” 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  Birch  said,  “If  we 
are  to  break  the  poverty  barrier  for 
almost  two-thirds  of  the  earth’s  people,  if 
we  are  to  continue  to  inhabit  the  earth, 
there  has  to  be  a  revolution  in  the 
relationship  of  human  beings  to  the  earth 
and  of  human  beings  to  each  other.  The 
churches  of  the  world  have  now  to  choose 
whether  or  not  they  become  part  of  that 
revolution.” 


women,  youth  and  laity,  the  message 
said: 

“In  a  continent  determined  to  be  free, 
and  moved  by  the  joy  with  which  African 
Christians  celebrate  the  Lord,  we  tried  to 
respond  to  the  needs  of  the  world." 

Member  churches  are  asked  to  join  in 
the  common  petitions  on  many  if  the 
issues  on  the  Assembly  agenda. 

Methodist 
elected  WCC 
president 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  j* 

(UMC)  -  The  Rev.  M 

Jose  Miguez-  Boni-  m  y 

no,  a  Methodist  the-  ▼  ^  / 

ologian  and  local  'Ttj 

pastor  from  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina, 
was  elected  as  one 
the  six  presi- 
dents  of  the  Wor’d  |flBn 
Council  of  Churche 

(WCC)  here  Dec.  6.  Dr.  Miguez-Bonino 

Elected  with  Dr.  Miguez-Bonino  were 
the  first  women  ever  named  by  the 
Assembly  to  the  Presidium  —  Cynthia 
Wedel  of  the  United  States  and  Annie 
Jiagge  of  Ghana;  Metropolitan  Nikodim 
of  Russia;  Gen.  T.  B.  Simatupang  of 
Indonesia;  and  Archbishop  Olof  Sundby 
of  Sweden.  The  six  will  serve  until  the 
next  WCC  Assembly  which,  according  to 
present  scheduling,  will  be  held  in  the 
early  1980s. 

Also  elected  to  membership  on  the 
WCC’s  136-member  Central  Committee 
were  16  Methodists,  six  of  them  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  Central 
Committee  is  the  ecumenical  agency’s 
governing  body  between  Assemblies. 

United  Methodists  were  Bishops  Ralph 
T.  Alton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  James 
K.  Mathews,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Barbara 
Thompson,  Silver  Spring,  Md.;  John 
Brademas,  South  Bend,  Ind. ;  Jan  Love, 
Columbus,  Ohio  and  Crestview,  Fla. ;  and 
Dr.  Emerito  Nacpil  of  the  Philippines. 

The  Methodist  member  of  the  Pre¬ 
sidium  is  dean  of  post-graduate  studies  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Buenos 
Aires  and  pastor  of  a  local  congregation 
in  that  city.  The  only  Latin  America 
Protestant  to  serve  as  an  observer  at 
Vatican  II,  Dr.  Miguez-Bonino,  51, 
received  his  doctorate  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York. 


Salvation  Army  soldiers 
march  to  different  drum 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  Every  year, 
Salvation  Army  soldiers  exhort 
Christmas  shoppers  to  drop  a  nickel,  a 
dime  or  dollar  in  the  big  red  kettle. 

Where  does  the  money  go? 

More  visible  at  Christmastime,  with 
their  big  red  kettles  placed  on  the  streets 
of  every  major  American  city  —  150  in 
New  York  City  alone  —  the  Army  uses  95 
cents  of  every  dollar  dropped  in  a  kettle 
to  aid  the  poor  and  needy,  cutting  their 
administrative  costs  to  the  bone. 

According  to  William  Whalen,  writing 
in  the  December  issue  of  “U.S., 
Catholic,"  published  by  the  Claretian 
Fathers  here,  the  Army  offers  “no 
blueprint  for  reforming  society,”  and 
“no  philosophy  of  Christian  anarchism 
and  pacifism  .  .  .  avoids  the  political 
arena  and  prepares  its  leaders  to  preach 
the  Gospel  and  feed  the  hungry  .  .  .” 


Doctrinally,  the  Salvation  Army 
resembles  a  fundamentalist  Protestant 
church,  a  church  with  some  300,000 
members,  Mr.  Whalen  wrote.  Not  ob¬ 
serving  the  Lord’s  Supper  or  Baptism,  it 
has  been  called  “Methodism  without 
sacraments.” 

Active  today  in  77  countries,  it  staffs 
leprosaria  and  iristitutes  for  the  blind  in 
Africa  and  Asia,  maintains  over  500 
homes  for  the  homeless,  more  than  200 
men’s  work  centers,  29  hospitals,  86 
maternity  hospitals  for  unwed  mothers. 

"No  other  religious  denomination  of 
comparable  size  begins  to  match  the 
scope  of  the  Army's  social  welfare 
programs,”  the  article  continued. 

Women  are  completely  equal  in  the 
Salvation  Army;  founder  Gen.  William 
Booth’s  daughter,  Evangeline,  directed 
the  Army  for  30  years. 


Clas 

sified 

Rate:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  exr.<pt  01. 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  »g.75 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY:  of  your 
congregation.  Contact:  Allen  Miller,  United 
Church  Directories,  Box  7732,  Waco,  Texas 

76710.  [ 

Servlet  charge  or  blind  »ds  31.00 per  InserMon. 

IRELAND,  BRITISH  ISLES  ADVENTURE, 

JOHN  WESLEY  SPEAKS  TODAY!  Now  you 
can  learn  about  the  powerful  spiritual  truths 
and  spiritual  experiences  of  the  Wesleys  and 
early  Methodists.  For  free  Information,  write 

departing  June  28. 1976.  Horse  drawn  cart  trip 
to  Muckrossi  "Lady  of  the  Lake”  country) 
Inverness-Edlnburg :  Shakespearian  play  at 
Stratford:  3  days  In  London.  Contact  Roy 
Temple,  Box  186,  Linden,  Texas  78563. 

Texas  75231. 

WANT  TO  PUT  your  money  to  God’s  use?  Help 

TOUR  THE  HISTORICAL,  FASCINATING, 
ancient  capitals  of  Poland,  Russia, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary,  Bulgaria,  Romania. 

percent).  For  Information:  The  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund,  475  Riverside 

Dr..  New  York,  N.Y.  10027,  j 

rediscovered  lands  of  natural  beauty,  warmth, 
hospitality  and  gracious  living.  Also,  our 
popular  tour  to  the  lands  of  the  Bible  can  be 
combined  or  taken  separately.  European 
Palestine  Tours,  830  Windsor  Rd..  Cum¬ 
berland,  Md.  21502. 

WANTED:  Copies  of  books  written  by  Sarah  or 

Cora  Harris.  One  Is  entitled  "Circuit  Rider's 
Wife."  The  other  was  about  her  son,  a 
modernistic  minister  who  finally  turned  to  her 
husband's  theology  and  sermons  In  his  empty 
and  frustrating  successful  ministry.  Write: 

ASSOCIATE  COTTAGE  PARENT  COUPLE 

Munde,  Ind.  47302. 

far  relief  work  needed  Immediately.  Ages  35-60 
preferred.  Must  be  able  to  work  In  Christian 
children's  home  with  religious  emphasis,  do 
not  smoke  or  drink.  Work  with  needy, 
dependent  and  neglected  children.  Room, 

Elizabeth  Evans  Turner's  book  PRAYERS 

FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS  makes  a  splendid  gift. 

*2.50  copy,  8  copies  *1.50  each.  Gift  House,  5235 
Mimosa.  Bellalre.  Texas  77401. 

board  and  allowance  or  salary.  If  needed.  Call 
or  write  Henderson  Settlement  Mission, 
Frakes,  Ky.  40940,  (808  )  337-3613. 

CHURCH  ORGANIST  AVAILABLE:  Austin  or 
vicinity.  Philip  M.  Riley.  Jr.,  1308  McKie,  No. 

Ill,  Austin.  Texas  78752.  Phone  (512)  454-3494. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  Adult  Retreat 
Center  and  Center  for  Renewal.  Executive 
responsibility  for  administration  and 
program.  Salary,  housing  and  other  benefits. 

Send  resume  to  Council  Director,  650  Smith- 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove,  Call!.  93930,  tt  Lake  Park,  1850 

Alice  St..  Oakland,  Calif.  94612. 

field  St..  Pittsburgh.  Pa.  15222. 

FILMSTRIPS  CAN  TELL  your  story.  All 

1,000  THERMOGRAPHED  BUSINESS 
CARDS:  Send  *10  and  exact  copy.  Pre-pald  to  J 

you  wIC.ln  two  weeks.  Matthews  Printing,  Box 

10028.  Houston,  Texas  77206.  : 

professionally  prepared  filmstrip  with  tape 
cassette  can  bring  It  to  them.  Write:  Jim 
Hemsworth,  International  Christian 

Television,  Box  114,  El  Paso,  Tekas  79941. 

AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND,  FIJI, 
TAHTTI:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux,  experienced  ' 

escorts,  Invite  you  to  Jain  them.  Three  weeks  in 

May  1976.  Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 - 
years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request.  4 12- A  South  St. 

Paul,  Dallas,  Texas  7520L  (210-747-4540. 

Laux,  6247  Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214.  j 

FREE!  "300  Humorous  Illustrations  for 
Religious  Speakers”  when  you  subscribe  to  the 
"Journal  of  Religious  Speaking.”  a  monthly 
resource  service  for  persons  seeking  to  share 

HAND  BELLS:  Wanted  to  lease.  Contact: 

Davis  UMC,  1620  Anderson  Rd.,  Davis,  Cal. 

95616.  (916)  756-2170. 

WANTED:  Room  and  meals  In  Christian  home 
for  elderly  lady  In  good  health.  Reference 
required.  (617  )  334-2898.  738-6425. 

platform.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Only  *10 
per  year  from  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory.  P.O.  Box  11025,  Knoxville,  TN. 

37919. 

